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AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 


18th  CoNGRESs.l  jVo.   414.  [1st  Session. 

EXTINGUISHMENT  OF  TITLE  OF  QUAPAW  INDIANS  TO  LAND  IN  ARKANSAS. 

COMilUNICATKD    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER  8,    1823. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaliveg  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  represent:  That  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Terri- 
tory, and  claiming  one  of  the  finest  sections  of  our  country  within  our  limits,  reside  the  Quapaw  Indians. 
They  claim  the  south  bank  of  the  Arkansas  from  the  old  post  to  the  present  seat  of  government,  a 
distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  with  a  depth  of  ninety  miles.  Above  this  point  the  principal 
objects  of  agriculture  are  corn,  wheat,  &c.;  below,  including  their  entire  claim,  the  soil  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  cotton.  The  north  side  of  the  river  opposite  their  claim  is,  in  many  places, 
subject  to  overflow,  and  much  inferior  to  the  south,  which  is  high  and  commanding.  Add  to  this,  the  best 
part  of  the  northern  bank  is  covered  by  the  claim  of  Winters,  wliich  in  a  great  measure  prevents  its 
settlement.  Thus,  out  of  five  millions  of  good  cotton  land  on  the  banks  of  one  of  the  finest  navigable 
streams  in  the  west,  but  one  is  open  to  settlement,  and  that  one  the  most  indiiierent  of  the  five.  The  first 
object  in  tlie  improvement  of  a  new  country  should  bo  good  roads.  The  Quapaw  claim,  separating  the 
southern  and  western  parts  of  the  Territory,  precludes  the  practicability  of  a  direct  communication 
between  them.  The  remnant  of  what  was  once  a  nation  claiming  tiiis  land,  from  their  insulated  situation, 
surrounded  as  they  are  on  all  sides  by  the  whites,  have  degenerated  into  the  most  perfect  sloth  and  idle- 
ness, and  the  country  which  they  inhabit,  which  would  sustain  fifty  thousand  souls,  is  scarcely  furrowed 
by  a  plough.  The  possession  of  this  country,  in  three  years,  from  its  exports,  would  produce  a  balance  of 
trade  to  Orleans  in  our  favor,  instead  of  the  destructive  drain  which  the  purchase  of  necessaries  now 
produces.  Its  purchase  might  now  be  effected  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  revenue  which  its 
sale  would  produce  to  the  government  in  five  years  would  be  twenty  times  that  amount.  They  are 
willing  to  sell,  and  would  remove  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  unite  with  the  Caddoes  of 
Texas,  a  tribe  who  speak  their  language. 

Your  petitioners  feel  satisfied  that  a  view  of  a  map  of  their  countrj' would  convince  any  disinterested 
mind  that  the  removal  of  these  Indians  are  essential  to  our  prosperity  and  advancement.  They  therefore 
confidently  appeal  to  your  honoraI)le  body  for  a  redress  of  their  grievance,  and  ask  for  an  appropriation 
that  will  eftect  an  object  so  paramount,  and  so  universallj'  desired  by  their  constituents. 

P.  FARRELLY,  Speater  of  the  House  of  BqDresentalives. 
SAM.   C.  ROANE,  President  ef  the  Lefjislalive  Council. 


Approved  October  18,  1823. 


ROBT.  CRITTENDEN,  Acting  Governor. 


18th  Congress.]  No.   415.  [1st  Se.ssion. 

BOUNTY  LANDS  IN  ARKANSAS. 

communicated    to    the    house    of    RErRESEXTATIVES    DECEMBER    8,    1823. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  general  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  would  most  respectfully  represent:  That  most 
of  the  lands  patented  to  the  soldier.s  of  the  late  army  of  the  Ignited  States  are  now  subject  to  taxation, 
nearly  all  of  which  are  withheld  from  the  knowledge  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  Territory,  depriving 
her  of  a  large  revenue  to  which  she  is  justly  entitled.  We  therefore  ask  of  you  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution directing  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office  to  furnish  a  list  of  all  the  bounty  lands 
lying  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  designating  the  quarter  section,  to  whom  and  when  granted;  which 
list  shall  bo  forwarded,  under  the  direction  of  our  delegate,  to  the  governor  of  our  Territory. 

P.  FARRELLY,  Spea'ter  of  the  House  of  Representatires. 
SAM.  C.  ROANE,  Freside/it  of  tlie  Legislative  Council. 
Approved  October  18,  1823. 

ROBT.  CRITTENDEN,  Acting  Governor. 
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PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  ill. 


18th  CoNOREss.]  No.    416.  [1st  Session. 


POSTPONEMENT  OF  THE  SALE  OF  PUBLIC   LANDS  AND   PRE-EMPTIONS  TO  SETTLERS  IN 

ALABAMA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXTATIVES    DECEMBER    12,     1823. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama  respectfully  represents  :  That  the 
lands  in  the  counties  of  Decatur  and  Jackson  have  been  surveyed  with  a  view  to  be  sold  pursuant  to 
the  existing  laws,  and  that  a  majority  of  the  present  settlers  on  those  lands  and  upon  all  the  unsold 
land  in  this  State,  for  many  considerations  of  public  justice  and  national  policy,  deserve  the  favorable 
interposition  of  Congress.  They  were  among  the  first  who  relinquished  their  prospects  in  their  native 
States  and  adventured  to  open  the  country.  They  made  settlements  and  improvements  upon  the  land, 
then  unsold,  greatly  enhancing  its  value.  But  those  improvements  were  taken  by  cajiitalists  and  com- 
panies, who,  having  superior  means,  were  permitted  to  purchase  and  enjoy  without  an  equivalent  the 
fruits  of  enterprise  and  labor  not  their  own.  The  inhabitants  thus  supplanted  and  turned  adrift  and 
homeless  upon  the  frontier  were  among  the  first  who  were  called  to  engage  in  the  contest  for  more 
territory,  and  were  not  the  least  efficient  in  obtaining  the  acquisition;  yet,  being  still  unable  to  obtain 
permanent  possessions,  they  were  constrained  to  open  and  cultivate  lands  remaining  unsold.  The  improve- 
ments made  by  them  at  the  labor  and  expense  of  several  years  have  not,  however,  increased  their  means 
of  purchasing,  while  they  have  greatly  raised  the  saleable  value  of  the  land.  The  causes  of  this  are 
obvious.  The  price  of  cotton,  tlie  staple  of  the  country,  has  fallen;  and  the  bank  paper  circulated,  and 
which  has  become  almost  the  only  currency  of  the  northern  part  of  Alabama,  has,  by  the  refusal  of  the 
banks  to  redeem  it,  depreciated  so  greatly  as  to  be  rejected  at  the  land  offices.  Hence,  if  the  sales  of  the 
lands  in  question  be  immediate,  the  product  to  the  United  States  will  be  inconsiderable  when  compared 
to  what  may  be  derived  under  more  favorable  circumstances.  If  it  be  now  sold,  the  small  quantity  of 
sound  currency  in  the  hands  of  a  few  can,  in  a  great  degree,  be  funded  for  the  purpose  not  only  of  pur- 
chasing at  the  lowest  prices,  but  of  withholding  from  many  of  the  meritorious  settlers  even  the  means  of 
acquiring  their  improvements  at  those  prices;  and  the  consequence  will  be  that  the  settlers  will  be  again 
supplanted,  and  that,  too,  in  a  manner  disadvantageous  to  the  United  States. 

This  general  assembly,  therefore,  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
the  propriety  of  postponing-  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  counties  of  Jackson  and  Decatur,  and  also 
the  justice  of  making  provisions  by  law  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  made  improvements  of 
permanent  value  on  said  lands  by  granting  to  settlers  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  quarter  section  or 
lialf  quarter  section,  embracing  their  improvements,  under  such  regulations  as  may  seem  reasonable  and 
expedient. 

And  be  it  resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  required  to  cause  two  copies  of  the  foregoing 
memorial  to  be  made  out  and  forwarded — one  to  our  senators  and  one  to  our  representative  in  Congress. 

A.  P.  BAGBY,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
NICE'S  DAVIS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  1,  1823. 

ISRAEL  PICKENS. 

The  Sdate  of  Alabama,  to  vnt : 

I,  James  J.  Pleasants,  secretary  of  state  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fore- 
going is  a  true  copy,  taken  from  the  original  roll  on  file  in  the  executive  office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Cahaba,  this  2d  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
r  -|  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  of  American  independence  the  forty- 
L^-  ^--l      seventh.  JS.  J.  PLEASANTS,  Secretary  of  State. 
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LAND  FOR  SEATS  OF  JUSTICE  IN  ALABAMA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    15,   1824. 

MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  Alabama  respectfully  represents:  That  whereas  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  at  their  last  session  passed  an  act  granting  to  certain  counties  in  this  State 
in  which  the  public  lands  have  not  been  sold  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  certain  quarter  section  of  land 
for  the  location  of  the  seats  of  justice  in  the  said  counties,  respectively. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  show  that  in  the  counties  of  Bibb,  Henry,  and  Pike,  public  buildings 
have  been  erected  on  the  public  lands  at  considerable  expense  to  the  said  counties;  your  memorialists 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  a  similar  law  in  relation  to  the  counties  above  recited  would  not  only  be  an 
act  of  justice,  but  would  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  tJie  land  adjacent  thereto;  your  memorialists  would 
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further  represent  that,  in  several  of  the  connties  in  this  State,  a  part  only  of  the  public  lands  have  been 
sold  by  tiie  government;  and  in  some  of  tlie  counties  thus  situated  the  positions  most  eligible  lor  tiio 
establishment  of  the  seats  of  justice  have  been  sold;  and  that,  therefore,  as  the  act  of  your  honorable 
body  before  alluded  to  requires  the  location  of  the  seats  of  justice  on  the  land  to  whieli  the  pre-emption 
right  is  granted,  the  counties  so  situated  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  which  j'our  memorialists  believe  was 
intended  liy  the  said  act  of  Congress;  your  memorialists,  therelore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  pray 
your  iionorable  body  to  pass  a  law  granting  to  the  counties  situated  as  herein  set  forth  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  a  (|uarter  section  of  land  to  be  selected  in  any  part  of  the  county  (of  such  land  as  has  not  been 
.sold)  to  be  svild,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  the  public  buildings  in  said  counties; 
and  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  praj',  &c. 

JReaolved,  That  the  governor  be  required  to  transmit  two  copies  of  the  foregoing  memorial  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States — one  copy  to  our  senators  and  one  copy  to  our  representatives,  and 
request  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  embracing  the  objects  of  the  same. 

WILLIAM  J.  ADAIR,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
XlCirS  DAVIS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  17,  1823. 

ISRAEL   PICKEXS. 

Department  of  St.\te,  Cahalia,  Deeemher  29,  182o. 

A  true  eop3-  taken  from  the  enrolled  copj-  on  tile  iu  this  department. 

JS.  J.  PLEASANTS,  Secretanj  of  State. 


18th  Congress.]  No.   418.  [1st Session. 

REGULATIONS  FOR  GRANTING  LAND  UNDER  THE  SPANISH  GOVERNMENT. 

COMMCXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REl'RESENT.VTIVES    JAXUARY    17,    1824. 

REGULATIONS   FOR   THE   GRANTING    OF   LAND    UNDER  THE   SPANISH   GOVERNMENT   OF   LOUISIANA,  AND 
MR.  GALLATIN'S  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  LAND  COJIJIISSIONERS  IN  LOUISIANA  AND  MISSOURI. 

Don  Ale.rander  O'Reilly,  commander  of  Benfayon,  of  the  Order  of  Alcantara,  inspector  general  of  infantry, 
appointed  by  special  commission  governor  and  captain  general  of  this  jjrovince  cf  Louisiana. 

Divers  complaints  and  petitions  which  have  been  addressed  to  us  by  the  inhabitants  of  Opelousas, 
Attakapas,  Natchitoches,  and  other  places  of  this  province,  joined  to  the  knowledge  we  have  acquired  of 
the  local  concerns,  culture,  and  means  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  visit  which  we  have  lately  made  to  the 
Cote  des  Allemands,  Cote  des  Accadians,  Hyberville,  and  La  Pointe  Coupee,  with  the  examination  we 
have  made  of  the  reports  of  the  inhabitants  assembled,  by  our  order,  in  each  district,  having-  convinced  us 
that  the  tranquillity  of  the  said  inhabitants  and  the  progress  of  culture  required  a  new  regulation,  which 
should  fix  the  extent  of  the  grants  of  lands  which  shall  hereafter  be  made,  as  well  as  the  enclosures, 
cleared  lands,  roads,  and  bridges,  which  the  inhabitants  are  bound  to  keep  in  repair,  and  to  point  out  the 
damage  by  cattle,  for  which  the  proprietors  shall  be  responsible;  for  these  causes,  and  having  nothing  in 
view  but  the  public  good  and  the  happiness  of  every  inhabitant,  after  having  advised  with  persons  well 
informed  in  these  matters,  we  have  regulated  all  those  objects  in  the  following  articles: 

1.  There  shall  be  granted  to  each  newly  arrived  family  who  may  wish  to  establish  themselves  on  the 
borders  of  the  river  six  or  eight  arpents  in  front  (according  to  the  means  of  the  cultivator)  by  forty 
arpents  in  depth,  in  order  that  they  may  have  the  benefit,  of  the  cypress  wood,  which  is  as  necessarj'  as 
useful  to  the  inhabitants. 

2.  The  grantees  established  on  the  borders  of  the  river  shall  be  held  bound  to  make,  within  the  first 
three  years  of  possession,  mounds  sufficient  for  the  preservation  of  the  land  and  the  ditches  necessary  to 
carry  off  the  water.  They  shall,  besides,  keep  the  roads  in  good  repair,  of  the  width  of  at  least  forty  feet 
between  the  inner  ditch,  which  runs  along  the  mound,  and  the  barrier,  with  bridges  of  twelve  feet  over 
the  ditches  which  may  cross  the  roads.  The  said  grantees  shall  be  held  bound,  within  the  said  term  of 
three  years'  possession,  to  clear  the  whole  front  of  their  land  to  the  depth  of  two  arpents;  and  in  default 
of  fultilliug  these  conditions  their  land  shall  revert  to  the  King's  domain,  and  be  granted  anew;  and  the 
judge  of  each  place  shall  be  responsible  to  the  governor  for  the  su|ierintendence  of  this  object. 

3.  The  said  grants  can  neither  be  sold  nor  aliened  by  the  proprietors  until  after  three  years  of  pos- 
session, and  until  the  above-mentioned  conditions  shall  have  been  entirely  fulfilled.  To  guard  against 
every  evasion  in  this  respect,  fhe  sales  of  the  said  lands  cannot  be  made  without  a  written  permission 
from  the  governor  general,  who  will  not  grant  it  until,  on  strict  inquiry,  it  shall  be  found  that  the  condi- 
tions above  explained  have  been  duly  executed. 

4.  The  points  formed  by  the  lands  on  the  Mississippi  river,  leaving  in  some  places  but  little  dei)th, 
there  ma^y  be  granted  in  these  cases  twelve  arpents  front;  and,  on  a  supposition  that  these  points  should 
not  be  applied  for  by  any  inhabitant,  they  shall  be  distributed  to  the  settlers  nearest  thereto,  in  order 
that  the  communication  of  the  roads  may  not  be  interrupted. 

5.  If  a  tract  belonging  to  minors  siiuuld  remain  uncleared,  and  the  mounds  and  roads  should  not  be 
kept  in  repair,  the  judge  of  the  quarter  shall  inquire  into  the  cause  thereof  If  attributable  to  the  guar- 
dian, he  shall  oblige  liim  to  conform  promptly  to  this  regulation;  but  if  arising  fmm  want  of  means  in 
the  minors,  the  judge,  after  having  by  a  verbal  process  attained  pro  )f  thereof,  shall  report  the  same  to  the 
governor  general,  to  the  end  that  the  said  land  maybe  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  minors;  (a  special  favor 
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granted  to  minors  only;)  but  if  no  purchaser  shall,  within  six  months,  be  found,  the  said  land  shall  be 
conceded  gratis. 

6.  Every  inhabitant  shall  be  held  bound  to  enclose,  within  three  years,  the  whole  front  of  his  land 
■which  shall  be  cleared;  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  enclosure  he  will  agree  with  his  neighbors  in  propor- 
tion to  his  cleared  land  and  his  means. 

7.  Cattle  shall  be  permitted  to  go  at  large  from  the  eleventh  of  November  to  the  fifteenth  of  March 
of  the  j'ear  following;  and  at  all  other  times  the  proprietor  shall  be  responsible  for  the  damage  that  his 
cattle  may  have  done  to  his  neighbors.  He  who  may  have  sutfered  the  damage  shall  complain  to  the 
judge  of  the  district,  who,  after  having  satisfied  himself  of  the  truth  thereof,  shall  name  experienced 
men  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  same,  and  shall  then  order  remuneration  without  delay. 

8.  No  grant  in  the  Opclousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchitoches  shall  exceed  one  league  in  front  by  one 
league  in  depth;  but  when  the  land  granted  shall  not  have  that  depth,  a  league  and  a  half  in  front  by  half 
a  league  in  depth  may  be  granted. 

9.  To  obtain  in  the  Opelousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchitoches  a  grant  of  forty-two  arpents  in  front  by 
forty-two  arpents  in  depth,  the  applicant  must  make  it  appear  that  he  is  possessor  of  one  hundred  head  of 
tame  cattle,  some  horses  and  sheep,  and  two  slaves  to  look  after  them;  a  proportion  which  shall  always 
be  observed  for  the  grants  to  be  made  of  greater  extent  than  that  declared  in  the  preceding  article. 

10.  All  cattle  shall  be  branded  by  the  proprietors;  and  those  who  shall  not  have  branded  them  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  months  cannot  thereafter  claim  a  property  therein. 

11.  Nothing  being  more  injurious  to  the  inhabitants  than  strayed  cattle,  without  the  destruction  of 
which  tame  cattle  cannot  increase,  and  the  inhabitants  will  continue  to  labor  under  those  evils  of  which 
they  have  often  complained  to  us,  and  considering  that  the  province  is  at  present  infested  by  straj'ed 
cattle,  we  allow  to  the  proprietors,  until  the  first  day  of  July  of  the  next  year,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-one,  and  no  longer,  to  collect  and  kill  to  their  use  the  said  straj'ed  cattle;  after  which  time 
they  shall  be  considered  wild,  and  may  be  killed  by  any  person  whomsoever;  and  no  one  shall  oppose 
himself  thereto,  or  lay  claim  to  a  property  therein. 

12.  All  grants  shall  be  made,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  by  the  governor  general  of  the  province,  who 
will,  at  the  same  time,  appoint  a  surveyor  to  fix  the  bounds  thereof,  both  in  front  and  depth,  in  presence 
of  the  judge  ordinary  of  the  district,  and  of  two  adjoining  settlers,  who  sliall  be  present  at  the  survey. 
The  above-mentioned  four  persons  shall  sign  the  verbal  process  which  shall  be  made  thereof,  and  the 
surveyor  shall  make  three  copies  of  the  same;  one  of  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  scrivener 
of  the  government  and  the  cabildo,  another  shall  be  delivered  to  the  governor  general,  and  the  third  to  the 
proprietor,  to  be  annexed  to  the  titles  of  his  grant. 

In  pursuance  of  the  powers  which  our  lord  the  King  (whom  God  preserve)  has  been  pleased  to 
confide  to  us  bj-  his  patent,  issued  at  Aranjuez  April  16,  1769,  to  establish  in  the  military,  the  police,  and 
in  the  administration  of  justice  and  his  finances,  such  regulations  as  should  be  conducive  to  his  service 
and  the  happiness  of  his  subjects  in  this  colony,  with  the  reserve  of  his  Majesty's  good  pleasure,  we  order 
and  conmiand  the  governor,  judges,  cabildo,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  to  perform  punctually 
all  that  is  required  by  this  regulation. 

Given  at  New  Orleans  February  18,  1170. 


SPANISH  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  ALLOTMENT  OF  LANDS. 

Iniftnictions  of  Governor  Gaijosofor  the  admimstralion  of  the  j^stii  and  distribution  of  lands. 

Instructions  to  be  observed  by  the  commandants  of  the  posts  in  this  province  for  the  admission  of 
new  settlers: 

1.  If  the  new  settler  comes  from  another  post  in  the  province  where  he  has  obtained  a  grant  of  land 
no  other  grant  shall  be  made  to  him;  and  if  he  undertakes  to  fix  himself  down  he  must  buy  lands,  or 
produce  my  special  permission  for  the  grant;  and  in  order  to  determine  whether  he  has  before  obtained 
land  or  not,  the  commandant  of  the  post  from  which  he  goes  shall  express  it  in  his  passport. 

2.  If  the  new  settler  is  a  stranger,  and  is  not  a  farmer,  nor  married,  nor  has  property  in  negroes, 
merchandise,  or  money,  he  shall  have  no  right  to  solicit  a  grant  of  lands  until  he  has  remained  four  years, 
conducting  liiinself  well  in  some  honest  and  useful  occupation. 

3.  Artisans  shall  be  fully  protected,  but  no  land  shall  be  granted  to  them  until  they  have  acquired 
property,  and  have  lived  three  years  in  the  exercise  of  their  art  or  profession. 

4.  To  no  unmarried  emigrant  who  has  not  a  trade  or  profession  shall  lands  be  granted  till  after  the 
expiration  of  four  years,  and  then  only  on  his  showing  that  he  has  been  without  interruption  honestly 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth;  without  which  necessary  circumstance  he  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  a  grant. 

5.  If  any  person  as  described  in  the  last  article,  after  having  lived  in  the  country  two  years,  shall 
obtain  a  recommendation  from  a  farmer  of  honesty,  who  shall  be  willing,  from  his  industry  and  application, 
to  give  him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  as  soon  as  the  marriage  is  accomplished  in  due  form  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  grant  of  land,  agreeably  to  the  terms  contained  in  this  instruction. 

6.  The  privilege  of  enjoying  liberty  of  conscience  is  not  to  extend  beyond  the  first  generation.  The 
children  of  those  who  enjoj'  it  must  positively  be  Catholics.  Tliose  who  will  not  conform  to  this  rule  are 
not  to  be  admitted,  but  are  to  be  sent  back  out  of  the  province  immediately,  even  though  they  possess 
much  property. 

7.  In  the  Illinois  none  shall  be  admitted  but  Catholics  of  the  classes  of  farmers  and  artisans.  They 
must  also  possess  some  property,  and  must  not  have  served  in  any  public  character  in  the  country  from 
whence  they  come.  The  provisions  of  the  preceding  article  shall  be  explained  to  the  emigrants  already 
established  in  the  jn-ovince  who  are  not  Catholics,  and  shall  be  observed  by  them,  the  not  having  done  it 
until  this  time  being  an  omission,  and  contrary  to  the  orders  of  his  Majesty,  which  required  it  from  the 
beginning. 

8.  The  commandants  will  take  particular  care  that  no  Protestant  preacher,  or  one  of  any  sect  other 
than  the  Catliolic,  shall  introduce  himself  into  the  province.  Tlie  least  neglect  in  this  respect  will  be  a 
subject  of  great  reprehension. 
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9.  To  every  new  .settler  ans\vei'in<;-  the  l'iu'ey,'<iinn-  deseriptiuii,  and  married,  tlicre  sball  be  ^v'^^'ded  two 
hundred  arpeiits  of  hiiul;  lifty  arpents  .shall  be  added  for  every  child  lie  siiall  bring-  with  him. 

10.  To  ever}'  eiiii<;Taut  possessing-  property  and  uniting-  the  circumstances  before  niontioni'(l,  who 
shall  arrive  with  an  intention  to  establish  himself,  there  shall  be  granted  two  hundred  arpents  nf  bind; 
and,  in  addition,  twenty  arpents  for  every  negro  that  he  shall  bring:  provided,  however,  that  the  grant 
shall  never  exceed  eig-ht  hundred  arpents  to  one  proprietor.  If  he  has  sucii  a  number  of  negroes  as  would 
entitle  him,  at  the  above  rate,  to  a  larg'cr  grant,  he  will  also  possess  the  means  of  purchasing  more  than 
that  quantity  of  land  if  he  -n-ants  it;  and  it  is  necessary,  by  all  possible  means,  to  prevent  speculations 
in  lands. 

11.  No  lands  shall  be  granted  to  traders:  as  they  live  in  the  towns  they  do  not  want  them. 

12.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  a  new  settler  the  oath  of  iidelity  shall  be  reiiuireil  ol'  him.  II'  he 
is  married,  he  shall  prove  that  the  wife  whom  ho  brings  with  him  is  his  lawful  wife.  If  he  has  goods  or 
personal  property,  they  shall  both  declare  what  part  of  thesn  belongs  to  the  portion  of  the  wife,  and 
whether  any  part  belongs  to  any  person  who  is  absent,  giving  them  to  understand  that  if  the  ciuitrary  of 
what  they  assert  is  proved  the  lands  which  are  granted  to  them  .shall  be  taken  back,  with  all  the  improve- 
ments tlie_y  may  have  made  upon  them. 

13.  At  the  time  when  thej'  take  the  oath  the  above  particulars  are  to  be  attended  to;  and  mi  lands 
are  to  be  granted  for  any  negroes  which  are  not  proved  to  be  lawfully  and  wholly  the  property  of  the 
emigrant,  nor  for  the  wife  whom  he  brings  with  him,  unless  she  is  proved  to  be  his  lawfid  wile.  In 
default  of  making  such  proofs  he  is  to  betaken  as  coming  within  the  description  given  in  the  si.'cund 
article. 

14.  The  new  settler  to  whom  lauds  have  been  granted  shall  lose  them  with(jut  recovery  if  in  the  term 
of  one  year  he  shall  not  begin  to  establish  himself  upon  them,  or  if  in  the  third  year  he  shall  not  have 
put  under  labor  ten  arpents  in  every  hundred. 

15.  He  shall  not  possess  the  right  to  sell  his  lands  until  be  shall  have  produced  three  crops  on  the 
tenth  part  of  his  lands,  which  shall  be  well  cultivated;  but  in  case  of  death  he  may  leave  them  to  his 
lawful  heir,  if  he  has  one  resident  in  the  country.  If  he  has  no  heir  in  the  country  they  shall  in  no  event 
go  to  an  heir  who  is  not  of  the  country,  unless  such  heir  shall  resolve  to  come  and  reside  in  it  conformably 
to  the  established  conditions. 

16.  Debts  contracted  out  of  the  province  cannot  be  paid  with  the  produce  of  lands  thus  granted,  if 
there  are  debts  due  in  the  province,  until  after  tivc  harvests  have  been  gathered.  If  for  bad  conduct  it 
shall  become  necessarj-  to  eject  the  settler  from  the  country  before  he  shall  have  made  the  three  crops 
necessary  to  give  him  the  dominion  of  the  soil  and  the  right  to  dispose  of  it,  the  lands  shall  then  again 
become  united  to  the  domain  of  the  King,  and  in  the  same  state  shall  be  granted  alternately  to  the  young 
man  and  to  the  young  woman  residing  within  one  league  of  the  land  which  shall  thus  become  vacant 
who,  by  their  good  conduct,  shall  best  deserve  such  a  gift.  The  question  who  is  entitled  to  this  prefer- 
ence shall  be  decided  iu  an  assembly  of  the  most  considerable  people,  headed  by  the  commandant,  which 
decision  they  shall  make  withi.iut  any  expense.  They  shall  only  consult  me  in  the  case,  making  known 
the  circumstances  for  my  approbation,  and  shall  without  delay  put  the  deserving  ])erson  in  possession. 

11.  The  forms  established  by  my  predecessors  in  which  to  petition  for  lands  shall  be  followed  under 
the  conditions  expressed  in  this  order,  with  the  diifereuce  only  that  when  the  quantity  of  land  amounts 
to  or  exceeds  three  hundred  arpents  the  fees  to  the  secretary  must  be  paid. 

18.  It  shall  not  be  permitted  to  any  new  settler  to  form  an  establishment  at  a  distance  from  other 
settlers.  The  grants  of  land  must  be  so  made  as  not  to  have  pieces  of  vacant  ground  between  one  and 
another,  since  this  would  ofler  a  greater  exposure  to  the  attacks  of  the  Indians,  and  render  more  difficult 
the  administration  of  justice  and  the  regulation  of  the  police,  so  necessary  in  all  societies,  and  more 
particularly  in  new  settlements. 

MANUEL  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 

New  Orleans,  September  9,  1797. 


GENER.VL  REGULATION'S   AXD    INSTRUCTIONS    OF  MORALES  FOU  CONCEDING  LANDS. 

Don  John  Bonaventure  Morales,  principal  comptroller  of  the  army  and  tiuances  of  the  provinces  of 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  intendant  (par  interim)  and  sub-delegate  of  the  superintendence,  general  of 
the  same,  judge  of  admiralty,  and  of  the  lands,  &c.,  of  the  King,  &c.     *     *     * 

(For  these  regulations  vide  volume  3  of  Public  Lands,  page  488.) 


Treasurv  Department,  Sejjfember  8,  1806. 
To  J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  C.  B.  Penrose,  and  J.  L.  Donaldson,  Esqrs.,  Commissioners  for  Land  Claims,  Sf.  Louis: 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  instructions         *         *         * 

(For  this  letter  vide  vol.  8  Public  Lands,  page  402.) 


Lisiructions  for  the  commissioners  ajypoinfed  to  ascertaiti  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  prejyared  by  the  Secretarn  of  the  Treasury  in  conformity  with  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  sujyplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  ascertaininy  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  icithin  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Louisiana,''  and  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

(For  these  instructions  vide  vol.  3  Public  Lands,  page  402.) 


PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  420. 


Treasury  Uei-artme.vt,  November  14,  1806. 

To  J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  C.  B.  Penrose,  and  J.  L.  Donaldson,  Esqrs.,  Comnmsioners,  &c.,  St.  Louis: 

Gentlemen:  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  21st  of  April  last, 
the  following  rules  are  prescribed.         *         *         * 

(For  this  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  vide  vol.  3  Public  Lands,  page  403.) 


18th  Coxgrfss.]  No.    41 9.  [1st Session. 

EXTINGUISHMENT    OP    INDIAN    TITLE   TO    LAND    IN    INDIANA. 

COMMl'XICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    13,     1824. 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  on  the  subject  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  tlie  State  of  Indiana. 

Whereas  the  further  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Indiana  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  intercourse  of  the  whole  western  country  with  the  eastern  and  middle  States, 
inci-ease  in  a  great  degree  the  population  of  the  northern  sections  of  this  State,  tend  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  our  rivers  in  the  interior,  and  further  the  grand  object  of  effecting  a  canal  communica- 
tion between  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  lakes: 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  in  Congress  requested,  to  use  their 
best  exertions  to  procure  an  appropriation  by  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  eflecting  this  desirable  object, 
and  in  all  respects  to  promote  tlie  object  of  this  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor,  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  forward  to  our  senators 
and  representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution,  accompanied  with  a 
request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  Congress  for  their  consideration. 

DAVID  H.  MAXWELL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
RATLIFF  BOON, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  January  2G,  1824. 

WILLIAM  HENDRICKS. 


18th  Congress.]  No.  420.  [1st  Session. 


EXEMPTION    OF    PUBLIC    LANDS   FROM   TAXATION    AFTER    SALE    IN    INDIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    23,    1824. 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana  relative  to  taxing  lands  within  this  State. 

Resolved  hij  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  the  reasons  of  the  compact  between  the 
general  government  and  this  State,  by  which  this  State  guaranteed  an  exemption  from  taxation  of  all 
lands  for  five  years  from  and  after  the  purchase  thereof,  purchased  of  the  general  government  after  the 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  have,  by  the  act  of  Congress  changing 
the  whole  land  system,  totally  ceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  taxation  on  the  part  of  this  State  from  and  after  the  day  of  sale  cannot 
by  any  possibility  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  our  representatives  in  Congress  be  requested,  and  our  senators  instructed,  to  use  their 
utmost  exertions  to  obtain  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  this 
State,  as  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,^  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  a  copy  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives. 

DAVID  II.  MAXWELL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JAMES  B.  RAY, 
President  of  the  Senate,  x>i'0  tern. 
Approved  January  30,  1824. 

WILLIAM  HENDRICKS. 


1824.]  COMPENSATION'    OV    ItEOISTKKS    AND    K  K  CK  I  V  E  R  S  , 


18th  Congress.]  No.   421.  [IstSk.spion. 

COMPENSATION    OF    REGISTERS    AND    RECEIVEItS    OF    THE    PIKLK;    LANDS, 

COMMl'NICATKri  Til  THE  HdUSE  01'  REITiESENT.VTIVES  EKBra'AlIV  25,    1824. 

TREASuiiV  Department,  FrJirudnj  24,  1S24. 
*        In  tibedicnco  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  i;e]ii-csentatives,  passed  on  tlie  1 1th  instant,  tiie  Secretary 
of  tlie  Treasury  has  tlie  honor  to  transmit  lierewitii  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  (Jeneral  Land 
OfHce,  whieli,  with  the  accompanying-  documents,  constitutes  all  the  infirmatinn  in  this  de[iartmeut  tuiiching- 
the  several  matters  referred  to  in  the  resolution. 

With  respect  to  the  compensation  allowed  by  law  to  the  reg-isters  and  receivers,  the  Secretary  is  con- 
vinced it  has  not  been  adequate  to  the  services  rendered  in  all  cases  where  fees  have  not  been  demanded 
which  were  not  authorized  by  the  law.  The  Secretary  therefore  respectfully  recommends  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  make  such  additional  compensation  as  may  be  considered  just  and  reasonable,  but 
in  no  case  exceeding-  the  clerk  hire  actually  paid  by  each  receiver  and  register  during  the  twelve  months 
immediately  preceding  July  1,  1821. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoti^c  of  lieprcgoitadvcs. 


General  Land  Ofeice,  February  10,  1824. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Eepresentativcs,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  state  what  practical  construction  has  been  given  by  the  several  registers  and  receivers,  respect- 
ively, to  the  act  of  1S2I,  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  instructions  given 
them  relative  to  said  act  with  regard  to  fees  or  compensation,  &c.,  &c.,  and  which  has  been  referred  by 
you  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  in  regard  to  the  fees  sanc- 
tioned by  the  seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  the  act  above  alluded  to.  It  is  not  known  at  this  office  that 
any  other  or  greater  fees  were  demanded  or  received  by  the  registers  and  receivers  than  those  sanctioned 
by  the  instructions;  it  is,  however,  possible  that  there  may  have  been  instances  where  the  registers  have 
charged  more  than  fifty  cents  for  each  declaration,  on  the  ground  that  the  declaration  embraced  more  than 
one  tract  for  further  credit.  As  no  returns  of  the  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  oflicers  were  required  to 
be  made  to  this  office,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  this  fact,  or  the  amount  of  fees  which  was 
received  by  the  officers  respectively. 

It  appears  that  a  great  variety  of  constructions  have  been  given  by  the  registers  and  rcceiervs, 
respectively,  as  to  the  compensation  to  which  they  were  entitled  for  services  rendered  under  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands;  and  as  it  seems  to  have  been  the  universal  opinion  of  these 
officers  that  the  fees  allowed  by  law  were  inadequate  to  compensate  them  for  the  extra  services  imjiosed, 
and  as  they  appear  to  have  been  stimulated  to  a  proper  execution  of  the  work  by  prospects  held  out  from 
this  office  that  further  remuneration  for  their  services  would  be  granted  by  Congress,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  submit  the  correspondence  on  that  subject. 

On  the  adjustment  at  this  office  of  the  accounts  of  the  officers,  no  charge  made  for  extra  services 
under  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  either  in  the  shape  of  clerk  hire  or  as  a 
percentage  on  the  amount  of  the  lands  relinquished,  is  admitted. 

In  those  instances  where  the  officers  may  have  received  the  fees  allowed  l.ij'  law  and  resigned  their 
offices  before  the  business  had  been  finished,  their  successors  have  been  instructed  to  have  the  unfinished 
business  executed  and  the  necessary  returns  made,  and  for  tlie  extra  expense  incurred  the  officer  wlio 
received  the  fees  will  be  held  liable  under  his  bond. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


GEO.  GRAHAM. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Craavford,  Secretari/  of  the  Tn'a><iiri/. 


Extract  from  a  circular  to  the  registers  and  receixeis,  dated 

"Treasury  Deparlment,  General  Land  Office,  June  1,  1821. 

"The  registers  are  entitled  to  receive  fifty  cents  for  receiving,  recording,  and  filing  the  declaration  of 
each  and  every  person  or  company  who  shall  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  act." 

"The  regiders  and  receivers,  resjiectively,  are  entitled  to  receive  fifty  cents  from  the  party  relinquishing 
for  each  half  quarter  section,  quarter  section,  half  section,  section,  fractional  section,  or  legal  subdivision 
of  a  fractional  section  so  relinquished." 


Abstract  of  the  original  letters  of  the  i-egisters  and  receivers  of  land  offices,  transmitted  with  the  communication 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  February  10,  1824,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

No.    1.  From  David  Hoge,  register,  Steubenville,  July  14,  1821.     (See  answer,  marked  A.) 
No.     2.  From  Michael  Jones,  register,  Kaskaskia,  November  2,  1821.      (See  answer,  marked  B.) 
No.    3.  From  Samuel  Stokely,  receiver,  Steubenville,  July  10,  1821.     (See  answer,  marked  C.) 


PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  421. 


No. 

4. 

No. 

5. 

No. 

6. 

No. 

7. 

No. 

8. 

No. 

9. 

4.  From  William  Crawford,  receiver,  St.  Stephen's,  Au^nist  14,  1821.     (See  answer,  marked  D.) 

From  Beverly  R.  Grayson,  register,  Washington,  July  21,  1821.     (See  answer,  marked  E.) 

From  Thomas  A.  Smith,  receiver,  Franklin,  DeccmlK'r  1,  1821. 

From  Alexander  Pope,  register,  Cahaha,  Jannary  16,  1822. 

From  John  Miller,  register,  Franklin,  January  24,  1822. 

From  John  Miller,  register,  Franklin,  July  16,  1822.     (See  answers,  marked  F  and  G.) 
No.  10.  From  Je.sse  Spencer,  register,  Cliilicothc,  Jannary  10,  1822. 
No.  11.  From  Edward  Coles,  register,  Edwardsville,  February  12,  1822. 
No.  12.  From  Thomas  Sloo,  register,  Shawneetown,  March  7,  1822. 
No.  13.  From  J.  C.  S.  Harrison,  receiver,  Vinceunes,  March  12,  1822. 

No.  14.  From  George  F.  Strother,  receiver,  St.  Louis,  December  4,  1823.     (See  answer,  marked  H.)   " 
No.  15.  From  Joseph  Dunbar,  receiver,  Washington,  January  2,  1823. 

There  are  also  transmitted  a  blank  declaration  and  relinquishment.     It  will  be  observed  that  there  was 
no  more  compensation  allowed  for  a  declaration  embracing  fifty  tracts  than  for  one  including  a  single  tract. 


L.iND  Office,  Steubenville,  July  14,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  June,  with  the  circulars  of  the  1st,  15th,  26th,  and  27th, 
and  sundry  books  and  forms,  &c.  The  blank  declarations  and  relinquishments  to  be  executed  by  pur- 
chasers are  immediately  wanted.  The  business  cannot  be  entered  on  without  them,  as  the  parties  are 
entirel}'  incapable  of  writing  them  for  themselves.  The  blank  books  for  records  of  relinquishments  will 
])robably  be  suDBcient,  or  nearly  so,  but  of  these  I  cannot  make  an  accurate^ estimate.  I  have  no  data 
from  which  a  calculation  can  be  made.  About  four  books  more  for  recording  declarations  will  be  required. 
The  number  of  declarations  may  probably  be  about  one  thousand. 

I  have,  unfortunately,  been  acting  on  the  law.  I  have  not  received  or  entered  any  relinquishments, 
but,  believing  it  necessar}-  that  a  declaration  should  be  filed  for  every  tract  to  entitle  the  party  to  the 
benefit  of  the  law,  and  the  applications  being  numerous,  and  great  complaints  made  of  the  delaj',  many 
stating  their  inability  to  attend  again,  and  complaining  of  the  distance  they  had  to  travel,  I  consented 
to  receive  and  file  declarations.  I  considered  the  declaration  as  an  entirely  distinct  thing  from  the 
relinquishment,  and,  being  an  act  necessary  only  to  entitle  the  party  to  a  benefit,  it  did  not  appear  to  me 
that  as  much  formality  was  necessary  in  this  case  as  in  case  of  a  relinquishment.  I  therefore  drew  up  a 
short  form,  stating  the  consent  of  the  party  as  purchaser  of  the  tract  therein  named  to  the  law,  which 
was  signed  by  him  or  his  agent  in  my  presence.  Of  this  transaction  I  made  a  marginal  note  at  the 
original  entry,  and  endorsed  the  same  on  his  certificate,  which  was  returned  to  him.  One  hundred  and 
five  declarations  have  been  entered  in  this  manner. 

Several  payments  have  been  made,  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money  received  which  otherwise  would 
not  have  been  paid,  for  I  did  not  consider  the  party  as  entitled  to  any  benefit  of  the  act  until  he  had  filed 
his  declaration.  If  any  of  these  parties  wish  to  relinquish  any  part  of  their  land,  the  relinquishment, 
which  must  be  entered  before  the  30th  of  September,  will  supersede  the  declaration,  and  the  whole  can, 
after  that  day,  be  entered  in  the  abstracts  to  which  they  properly  belong.  You  say  "the  duties  of  the 
office  will  be  arduous"  for  a  few  months.  To  me  they  appear  to  be  impracticable,  on  the  plan  proposed, 
within  the  time  prescribed.  The  calculations  alone  necessary  to  make  the  entries  in  the  different 
abstracts  could  not  be  made  in  the  time  prescribed.  If  this  plan  be  insisted  on,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
decline  it  entirely.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  a  plan  which  I  think  will  answer  every 
purp(jse,  and  which  may  be  practicable.  I  will  undertake  to  make  the  entries  required  in  the  abstract  of 
relinquishments,  as  far  as  they  can  now  be  made,  leaving  the  certificates  to  be  issued  and  the  journal 
entries  to  be  made  out  at  a  time  of  more  leisure,  if  that  time  ever  occurs.  In  the  case  of  declarations 
where  no  part  of  the  land  is  to  be  relinquished,  I  propose  to  receive,  file,  and  record  the  declaration,  make 
the  marginal  note  of  it,  and  endorse  the  original  certificate,  leaving  it,  for  the  presentj  at  least,  in 
pos  session  of  the  party.  In  this  way  every  act  to  be  done  by  the  purchaser  to  entitle  him  to  the  benefit 
of  the  law  may,  possibly,  be  got  through  against  the  30th  of  September.  After  that  day,  when  the 
pressure  of  business  will  be  over,  the  entries  can  be  made  in  the  abstract  of  further  credits  from  the 
declarations,  and  the  new  certificates,  if  it  be  necessary,  can  be  issued  when  the  party  comes  to  pay  an 
instalment,  when  more  time  can  be  taken  to  make  the  calculations.  But  I  would  beg  that  new  certificates 
in  this  case  might  be  dispensed  with;  they  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  absolutely  indispensable,  and  the 
issuing  these  will  impose  an  intolerable  burden  on  the  register,  for  which  there  is  no  compensation 
allowed. 

The  entries  in  the  abstract  of  lands  fully  paid  for  can  be  made,  likewise,  after  the  pressure  of 
business,  from  my  register  of  certificates. 

There  is  another  difficulty  which  may  be  insuperable.  By  the  second  section  of  the  law  "the  interest 
which  siiall  have  accrued  before  the  30th  day  of  September  next  upon  any  debt  to  the  United  States  for 
]iublic  lands  shall  lie,  and  the  same  is  hercbj%  remitted  and  discharged."  What  interest  is  remitted  by 
tiiis  law?  When  the  payment  of  an  instajment  has  been  completed  and  the  interest  charged  in  the 
ledger  I  presume  that  interest  is  not  remitted.  But,  in  many  eases,  payments  on  account  have  been 
received.  In  these  cases  the  calculations  of  interest  and  discount  were  never  made  until  the  instalment 
was  closed,  and,  in  some  cases,  not  until  tiie  final  settlement  of  the  account,  when  they  appeared  in  the 
receiver's  receipts  and  were  charged  in  the  books.  These  paj'ments-  may  be  entitled  to  discount,  or  be 
chargeable  with  their  proportion  of  interest,  according  to  the  existing  law  at  the  time  the  payments  were 
made,  but  no  actual  entry  of  interest  or  discount  is  made  in  the  books,  the  instalment  or  the  account  not 
being  closed.  Now,  is  all  this  unsettled  interest  remitted?  If  it  be  7wt  remitted  it  will  be  impossible  to 
make  the  entries  in  the  abstract  of  relin(iuishments.  The  time  allowed  would  not  be  sufficient  to  make 
the  calculations  alone.  And  it  is  evident  that  until  the  calculations  be  made,  and  all  the  interest^and 
discount  actually  entered  in  the  ledger,  we  have  not  the  data  from  which  the  entries  required  in  the 
abstract  of  relinquishnients  are  to  be  made.  If  this  interest  on  these  partial  payments  be  remitted  by  the 
law,  but  the  party  be  entitled  to  a  discount  on  any  partial  payment  made  before  due  by  former  laws,  the 
entries  cannot  be  made  in  the  abstract  until  the  calculations  bo  made  and  the  discount  entered  in  the 
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ledger,  because  we  cannot  determine  the  amount  transferable  from  land.s  relinqni.shed,  uf  wliicli  ilic 
discount  forms  a  part,  nor  the  balance  due  on  lands  retaini'd;  so  that  if  any  nuiirc  is  In  lie  lakcn,  liihcr 
of  interest  or  discount,  on  partial  payments  wliere  the  instalment  is  not  chisnl,  il  a|i|ic;irs  tn  me  lu  l.c 
impracticable  to  make  the  entries  required  in  the  abstract  of  relin(Hiishincnls.  1  hmhh  wiihin  ihc  liim' 
required  bj'  law;  for,  if  sulHcient  time  were  allowed,  and  sullicient  assistance,  r\rry  dilliiully  ran  In; 
overcome. 

In  taking'  a  view  of  the  duties  impcised  on  me  by  this  law,  and  the  plan  adopted  for  carryiriL;'  it  into 
effect,  I  am  ready  to  sink  in  total  desjjair  of  being  able  to  discharge  them  toyouror  my  satisfaction,  '{'he 
difficulties  appear  insurmountable,  considering  the  shortness  of  the  time;  and  I  will  not  attempt  oi-  picmiisc 
what  I  am  unable  to  perform.  Other  registers  may  judge  for  themselves;  but  I  miisi  deelare  my  dei'ided 
conviction  that  the  law  cannot  be  executed  without  allowing  clerk  hire  for  one  year,  at  least  al  the  rale 
of  not  less  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  giving  the  register  a  salary  that  will  enalile  liini  to 
procure  the  necessary^  assistance.  I  presume  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  power  to  allow  clerk  hire, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that,  on  a  representation  of  the  case  to  him,  he  will  see  the  necessity  of  it.  .My 
whole  compensation  will  not  exceed  seven  or  eight  iiundred  dollars  per  year — a  sum  which  falls  far  shoi't 
of  supporting  my  family — and  the  whole  of  which  would  not  pay  the  clerk  hireinqiosed  on  njc  by  this  law. 
The  sum  1  have  mentioned  for  clerk  hire  may  appear  large;  bnt  it  must  be  considered  that  a  clerk  capable 
of  doing  this  business  is  rarely  to  be  found;  and  as  a  permanent  situation  cannot  be  pronnsed,  the  salary 
will  probably  be  higher.  As  it  would  reijuire  at  least  one  year  to  do  this  business  as  it  ought  to  be  done, 
and  secure  correctness,  the  only  mode  which  appears  practicable  noiv  is  to  file  and  record  tlie  declarations, 
as  alread}'  mentioned,  and  to  record  and  tile  the  relinquishments,  and  enter  all  the  tracts  which  will  come 
into  view  in  eflecting  the  relinquishments  in  tlie  abstract.  Tlie  debtors  will  then  have  complied  with 
everything  required  of  them  to  entitle  them  to  the  benefit  of  the  law  in  due  time;  and  the  other  entries  in 
the  abstract  can  be  made  at  leisure,  after  making  the  necessary  calculations  and  I'ntries  of  interest  and 
discount. 

I  shall  anxiouslv  await  j'our  answer,  and  will  in  the  meantime  do  no  business  other  than  receive  cash 
payments. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Jost.\H  Meigs,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Offiee 


DAVID  HOtiE,  Beylt:ler  Land  Offiee. 


Land  Office  at  Steube.vville,  Jtdy  20,  1821. 

Sir:  In  mj'  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  which  was  written  with  much  haste  immediately  after  receiving 
the  forms,  I  may  have  used  some  expressions  which  may  be  misunderstood.  I  did  not  mean  to  ex])ress 
an}^  reluctance  to  anj^  duty,  or  to  engage  in  any  labor  that  might  be  required;  Init  merely  my  fear  of  not 
being  able  to  do  the  business  within  the  time  required,  and  lest,  by  that  means,  purchasers  might  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  law. 

I  have  now  more  fully  examined  and  considered  your  plan.  It  is  admirably  calculated  to  give  a 
connected  view  of  the  accounts,  and  of  the  operati(in  of  the  law  on  them.  There  is  nothing  wanting  but 
sufficient  time  to  carry  it  into  complete  eftect.  The  great  difficulty  is  the  uncharged  interest  and  discount 
on  partial  payments.  As  soon  as  I  receive  your  final  instructions  respecting  these,  and  the  forms  for 
purchasers,  I  will  engage  in  the  business,  and  no  exertion  in  my  power  shall  be  spared  to  give  you  satisfac- 
tion and  fulfil  the  law.  No  inconvenience  will  result  from  the  present  delaJ^  People  being  now  engaged 
in  the  labors  of  harvest,  not  a  single  application  has  been  made  for  a  week  or  two. 

As  this  accumulation  of  business  will  oblige  me  to  employ  an  additional  clerk  or  two,  and  my  com- 
pensation is  far  below  what  it  ought  to  be,  I  hope  you  will  think  it  reasonable  to  allow  clerk  hire. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


JosiAH  Meigs,  Esq.,  Commissioner  Genera!  Land  Office. 


DAVID  HOGE,  Register. 


No.  2. 

Kaskaskia,  November  2,  1821. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  accounts  of  lands  applied  for  and  moneys  entered  during  the  month  of 
October  last,  together  with  two  receipts,  Nos.  4766  and  476T,  granted  by  the  receiver  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last;  also  receipt  No.  31  and  final  certificate  No.  31, 
granted  to  Thomas  Ferrill  under  the  cash  system;  the  receipts  issued  prior  to  the  30th  Seistember  last, 
for  payments  made  for  lands  purchased  prior  to  July  1,  1820,  we  have  retained,  and  shall  forward  them 
with  our  abstracts,  which  will  be  ready  for  transmission  in  a  short  time.  You  will  perceive  that  the 
receipts  issued  under  the  act  of  March  last  are  of  the  same  series  of  numbers  with  those  issued  for  the 
lands  purchased  prior  to  July  1,  1820. 

I  have  had  for  some  time  four  clerks,  and  never  less  than  three,  employed  in  my  office;  the  duties  are 
very  arduous,  and  will  require  much  labor  and  time  to  complete  the  whole  accurately,  and  I  trust  the 
government  will_  allow  the  registers  compensation  commensurate  with  their  services.  A  per  centum  on 
all  lands  relinquished  would,  in  fact,  not  amount  to  an  adequate  reward  for  the  additional  services  required 
of  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

MICH.  JONES,  Begisler. 

Hon.  JosiAH  Meigs,  Comnmsioner  General  Land  Office. 

vol.    tv •>   r 
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No.  3. 
Keceiver's  Office  at  Steubenvii.i.e,  July  16,  1821. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  30th  ultimo.  The  abstracts, 
receipts'  &c.,  have  come  to  hand  in  good' order.  I  shall  make  mj'  returns  of  the  proceedings  under  the 
law  of  the  2d  March  at  the  same  time  as  the  register,  and  in  the  manner  instructed. 

As  this  is  one  of  the  oldest  land  districts,  individual  accounts,  almost  innumerable,  are  open,  alone 
composing  several  ledgers.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  at  this  time^to  estimate  the  number  of  the  books 
of  the  abstract  B  whicii  will  be  requisite  for  the  use  of  this  office.  So  soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  a  pro- 
bability of  certainty  I  shall  inform  you.  It  is  equally  difficult  to  estimate  the  number  of  receipts  of  the 
different  forms  received;  if  more  are  required  they  can  be  printed  here. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  one  thing  to  you  as  to  the  increased  and  arduous  duties  the  new  land 
law  imit'oses  on  these  offices,  an  accurate  idea  of  which  you  have,  no  doubt,  obtained  from  the  examination 
and  complete  analysis  it  lias' undergone  in  your  office.  The  limited  time  that  yet  remains  to  those  persons 
who  are  inclined  to  take  the  benefit  of  that  law  will  necessarily  crowd  the  business  almost  to  pressure 
in  the  months  of  August  and  September.  Very  many  purchasers  of  public  lands  are  now  waiting  until 
the  forms  shall  be  received  and  understood,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  complete  their  business.  To  do  the 
necessary  business  of  that  period,  and  to  make  out  and  transmit  the  abstracts  and  reports  within  three 
months  thereafter  agreeably  to  the  law  and  your  instructions,  will  require  the  whole  attention  of  myself 
and  one  clerk.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  under  the  necessity  of  employing  another  to  do  the  ordinary  and 
current  business  of  the  office,  and  I  hope  his  compensation  will  be  allowed  me  at  the  treasury;  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  believe  that  this  additional  expense  will  be  allowed,  as  you  recollect  that  the  receiver's 
compensation  has  within  the  last  few  years  been  curtailed  of  a  half  per  cent.  The  remaining  percentage 
received  at  this  office  would  be  no  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  a  competent  clerk,  as  none  could  be  useful 
in  it  but  a  person  of  considerable  talents  and  strict  integrity — qualifications  not  procured  in  this  country 
without  considerable  compensation.  I  should,  therefore,  in  the  employment  of  two  clerks  (and  with  fewer 
I  am  convinced  I  cannot  complete  the  business  in  that  correct  and  satisfactory  manner  that  is  contem- 
plated in  the  instructions)  receive  nothing-  for  my  own  labor  and  attention,  risk  and  responsibility. 
Although  it  is  extremely  irksome  for  me  to  ask  anything  of  the  government  except  the  usual  and  ordinary 
fees  of  the  office,  yet  I  have  the  less  hesitation  in  making  the  above  request  as  I  consider  it  to  be  contem- 
plated by  the  laws  and  usages  regulating  the  Treasury  Department.  I  find  from  letters  of  record  in  this 
office  received  from  that  department,  that  the  receivers  of  public  moneys  have  been  allowed  additional 
compensation  for  particular  services  and  unexpected  duties,  such  as  the  transportation  of  specie,  &c.,  and 
their  reasonable  account  admitted.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  your  instructions  to  do  so  in  the  present 
instance,  as  the  business  of  the  office  has  arrived  at  an  unexpected  exigency,  and  to  have  an  additional 
allowance  for  clerk  hire  so  long  as  one  shall  benecessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullj',  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  STOKELY,  Receiver. 
Hon.  Josi.\H  Meigs,   Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


No.  4. 

Receiver's  Office  at  St.  Stephen's,  August  14,  1821. 
Sir:  Some  doubt  exists  in  relation  to  the  fees  allowed  by  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  the 
United  States  debtors  for  public  lands,  upon  which  I  respectfully  request  your  opinion.  The  law  allows 
a  fee  of  fifty  cents  to  the  register  and  receiver  for  each  relinquishment,  and  the  doubt  is  whether  this  fee 
is  also  allowed  where  the  debtors  relinquish  their  former  contract  and  claim  a  further  credit.  Tliere  is  as 
much  labor  imposed  upon  the  officers  in  making  the  entries  and  balancing-  the  books  where  a  further 
credit  is  claimed  as  where  a  part  of  the  land  is  given  up;  and  these  entries  are  made  entirely  for  the 
benefit  of  the  delators.  As  no  compensation  is  allowed  by  the  United  States  for  this  labor,  it  would  seem 
reasonable  that  those  who  receive  the  benefit  of  it  should  pay  for  it  fifty  cents. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  WM.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Jo.-iiAH  ^[EIGs.   Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


Land  Office,  St.  Stephen's,  Augusl  14,  1821. 
Sir:  A  doubt  has  occurred  whether,  under  the  late  land  relief  law,  any  fees  are  allowable  to  the 
receiver  and  register  in  cases  where  further  credit  only  is  claimed,  other  than  the  register's  fees  for  the 
filing,  &c.,  of  the  declaration. 

We  have  declined  taking  any  other  fees  in  those  cases;  but  if  your  construction  of  the  law  will 
entitle  us  to  any  further  compensation  for  this  portion  of  trouble,  we  are  interested  how  soon  you  may 
apprise  us  of  your  opinion. 

Your  most  obedient.  ISRAEL  PICKENS. 

WM.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  JosiAH  Meigs,   Comviissioner  General  Land  Office. 


No.  5. 

Land  Office  west  of  Pearl  River,  July  21,  1821. 
Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  you  will   receive  my  return  for  the  mouth  of  June  last;  also  a  list  of  lands 
reserved  from  the  sale  held  in  the  present  month  for  the  use  of  schools. 

The  sale  consisted  of  the  lands  situated   among-  private  claims  not  heretofore  offijred,  (or  sold  at 
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jifivato  s;ilo,)  t(it;"otlier  with  the  siilHlivisious  (if  IVactiniis.     Tlio  lots  and   niil-luls  in   thi;  city  dl'  Natrlic/, 
were  nut  otlered,  it  being-  conceived  tliat  the  I'resifh^ut's  |)Voclamatii)n  did  nut  iiiduac<'  thrni. 

The  forms  and  instructions  acconipanyinfj  your  letter  of  tiie  23d  uhinio  have  heen  rec('i\('d.  i  dis- 
cover tiiat  tiie  duties  that  devolve  on  nie  are  various,  complicated,  and  arduous,  re(|uirinf;'  my  utmost  care 
and  circumspection  to  prevent  confusion,  and  to  carry  into  eficcl  fully  the  viewsuf  tlu^  treasury  in  ndation 
to, the  law.  All  that  I  can  promise  under  this  ailditional  weight  of  responsibility  and  accumulation  of 
duties  is,  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  by  me  to  carry  into  ellect  the  provisions  'li'  tln'  law.  I  am, 
however,  apprehensive  that  it  will  not  bo  in  my  jiower  to  perform  all  the  duties  without  the  assistance  of 
a  clerk.  May  1  not  reasonably  (expect  that  the  salary  of  one  (say  $800  per  annum  Ibr  abnut  six  nmnths) 
will  bo  paid  by  the  g-ovornment. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  H.  11.  lUi-WSON. 

JosiAH  Meigs,  Esip,   Commisifionrr  General  Land  Office. 


No.  G. 

L.\ND  Office  .\t  Fh.vnklin-,  Beceh-er'^  Office.  December  1,  1S21. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  accounts  of  monej-s  received  undi.'r  the  cash  system 
for  the  month  of  Novembor. 

The  reg'istor  having'  otlered  his  resignation  ami  loft  the  country  puts  it  out  of  my  jiower  to  make  the 
returns  required  by  law  or  progress  with  the  entries  in  the  books  of  my  office.  The  abstract  of  rcdinqnish- 
inent  and  further  credits  would  now  have  been  ready  if  I  could  have  ofitained  the  requisite  information 
from  the  reg'ister's  iitlice.  The  abstract  of  lands  fully  paid  for  in  cash  is  now  reaily,  but  will  not  lie  for- 
warded until  the  returns  of  the  register  are  ready,  in  conformity  with  your  letter  of  instructions  of 
June  30. 

The  late  period  at  which  the  instructions  under  the  law  of  the  2d  March  were  rcccivt'd,  and  the  resig- 
nation of  the  register,  has  caused  me  to  incur  an  expense  which  the  I'lnolumcnts  of  the  office  will  not  pay, 
unless  the  g'overnmcnt  will  pay  the  clerks  for  the  period  which  they  were,  without  mj'  instrumentality, 
unemployed.  This  claim  I  llatter  myself  will  be  considered  a  just  luie,  as  the  law  required  certain  duties 
to  be  performed  within  a  limited  period.  The  clerks  necessary  to  perforin  it  were  employed,  and  the  duties 
Would  have  been  executed  but  for  casualties  over  which  I  luid  no  control. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  SMITH,  Register. 

Josi.iH  Meigs,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


No.  1. 

L,\ND  Office,   Cahaha,  January  Ifi,    1822. 

Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  3d  and  8th  November,  stating  the  transmission  of  18  and  36  quarter 
quires  of  abstract  C.  Those  abstracts  have  been  dela^'od  on  the  way,  as  I  understand  from  the  postmaster, 
to  give  room  for  some  public  documents  which  have  come  to  the  executive  department  of  this  State;  but 
they  have  at  last  been  received.  Not  having  completed  the  first  copy  of  that  abstract,  I  am  unable  to 
say  how  many  of  these  blanks  will  be  required  for  this  office;  but  I  presume  the  quantity  in  liaiid  will  be 
sufficient.  The  first  copy  of  mv  abstract  A  is  made  up,  and  has  employed  eleven  of  the  books  or  quarter 
quires,  and  we  have  four  blanks  of  this  description  left;  we  shall,  consequently,  want  seven  more  of 
abstract  A  to  make  the  duplicate.  We  are  progressing  with  this  labor  as  expeditiously  as  we  can,  but  it 
is  so  great  a  task  that  I  can  torm  but  a  very  imperfect  idea  when  we  shall  have  them  completed.  I  have 
myself  been,  and  am  still,  so  afflicted  with  biles  that  I  can  do  but  little  at  my  part  of  it.  I  shall  add  the 
abstract  of  relinquishments  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  do  it,  and  give  you  the  result  of  the  addition. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  a  great  saving  of  labor  may  be  made  by  posting  each  individual  account 
directly  from  the  abstract  cf  relinquishments,  instead  of  first  journalizing  them.  And,  in  addition  to  the 
saving  of  the  labor  of  journalizing,  the  chances  of  errors  will  be  saved  manyfold,  as  I  should  perfirm  the 
labor  myself  in  this  way;  otherwise,  I  shall  have  to  depend  on  clerks  to  do  the  journalizing,  in  whom  I 
have  less  confidence,  as  to  correctness,  than  in  my  own  work.  It  will  occupj-  the  time  of  a  clerk  two 
years  at  least  to  do  the  journalizing.  Will  the  Congress  give  us  any  additional  compensation  this  session 
for  those  heavy  labors  ?     We  shall  surely  need  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  POPE. 

Hon.  JosiAH  Meigs,   Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


No.  8. 

Register's  Office,  F)-anl-iin,  Januari/  24,  1822. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  on  Thursday,  the  Hth  instant,  qualified  myself 
agreeably  to  your  instructions  of  November  14,  and  immediately  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office 
assigned  me.  I  find,  on  taking-  charge  of  the  register's  office,  that  all  the  business  which  accrued  under 
the  law  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1821,  granting  relief  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  July  1,  1820, 
is  yet  to  perform,  or  nearly  so.  From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  from  gentlemen  acipia'inted  with 
the  business  of  the  office,  it  will  require  three  or  four  good  clerks  twelve  or  sixteen  months  to  bring  up 
the  books  and  perform  the  other  duties  required  by  the  instructions  under  the  law  above  mentioned. 
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Exclusive  of  bringing:  up  the  bodks,  the  relinquisbnients  and  declarations  are  all  yet  to  record.  Certificates 
of  relinquishment  and  of  further  credit  (with  the  exception  of  a  few)  have  yet  to  be  furnished  to  the 
receiver.  Final  eertilicates  and  certificates  of  further  credit  yet  remain  to  be  made  out  to  purchasers, 
and  but  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  abstracts,  with  the  exception  of  the  abstract  of  relinquish- 
ments, wliich  is_  made  out  as  far  as  relinquishment  No.  630,  the  whole  number  of  relinquishments 
being-  SCO. 

Believing  it  to  be  necessary,  and  the  wish  of  the  honorable  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  that  the  business  whicii  accruc.'d  under  the  law  of  March  2,  1821,  should  be  brought  up  and  closed 
as  speedily  as  possilde,  I  have  enjployed  three  clerks  with  that  view,  relying  confidently  that  the 
government  will  del'ray  the  whole  of  the  expense  of  bringing  up  the  business  of  my  predecessor.  Allow 
me  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  write  me  on  this  subject  at  as  early  a  period  as  is 
convenient. 

Every  eflbrt  shall  be  made  by  mo  to  have  the  alistracts  of  relinquishment  and  of  further  gredit,  &c., 
required  made  out  and  forwarded  as  speedily  as  possible.  My  present  injpression  is  that  we  can  commence 
enclosing  them  by  the  10th  of  March. 

I  enclose  by  this  day's  mail  returns  for  the  months  of  November  and  December.  They  could  not  be 
forwarded  sooner  for  the  want  of  the  register's  signature.  Your  circular  of  November  30  has  been 
received,  and  shall  be  attended  to. 

riiave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  MILLER,  Register. 

Hon.  JosiAH  ^Iei«s,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


No.  9. 

Franklin,  Missouri,  July  16,  1823. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  my  quarterly  account,  ending  30th  June  last,  and  nine  monthly 
returns  for  moneys  received  for  lands  purchased  of  the  United  States  prior  to  July  1,  1820.  These 
returns  are  for  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1821,  and  for  January,  February,  March, 
April,  Maj-,  and  June,  1822.  The  final  certificates  for  lands  sold  prior  to  July  1,  1820,  and  fully  paid  for 
under  the  law  of  March  2,  1821,  are  now  making  out,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  speedily  as  possible;  the 
receiver's  receipts  for  final  payment,  &c.,  will  accompanj-  the  final  certificates. 

You  will  perceive  from  my  quarterly  account  that  I  have  charged  a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  on 
$253,294  01,  being  the  amount  of  moneys  transferred  from  lands  relin(piished  at  this  office  to  the  pay- 
ment of  lands  retained  under  the  law  of -March  2,  1821.  In  making  this  charge,  I  consider  myself  as 
clearly  entitled  to  a  commission  on  the  above-mentioned  sum  as  if  it  had  been  actually  received  in  cash. 
The  responsibility  and  labor  in  ]ierforming  the  duties  required  by  the  law  of  March  2,  1821,  are  infinitely 
greater  than  they  would  have  been  under  the  old  law  had  the  same  amount  in  cash  been  received.  Although 
1  have  receipted  to  Thomas  A.  Smith,  esq.,  receiver,  for  $2,532  94,  being  the  eonmiission  on  the  above- 
mentioned  sum,  I  have  not  drawn  the  money,  nor  shall  I  do  so  until  a  decision  is  made  on  the  subject  by 
the  proper  department.  Should  the  amount  charged  be  allowed,  I  shall  consider  myself  bound  to  refund 
to  tiie  government  the  amount  charged  by  me  for  clerk  hire  in  bringing  up  the  business  which  accrued 
under  the  law  of  March  2,  1821. 

I  will  here  oliservo  that  no  part  of  the  fees  allowed  to  the  register  at  this  place  for  receiving,  filing, 
and  recording  relinquishments  and  declarations,  &c.,  amounting  as  they  did  to  near  $2,000,  were  received 
by  me,  notwithstanding  I  have  jierformed  nearly  the  whole  of  the  labor  which  those  fees  were  intended 
to  have  compensated. 

lour  letter  of  the  29tli  and  a  patent  for  Mr.  Peter  Bass  have  been  received,  as  also  your  circular  to 
United  States  land  debtors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MILLER,  Register. 

JosiAH  Meigs,  Esq.,  C'onunissio^^er  General  Land  Office. 


No.  10. 

Land  Office,  Chilicoihe,  January  10,  1822. 
Sir  :  The  same  mail  that  carries  this  letter  carries  the  abstract  of  relinquishments  and  further  credits 
and  lands  fully  paid  for  in  cash.  The  statement  of  tracts  on  which  the  law  has  not  been  accepted  will  be 
put  in  the  mail  in  a  few  days,  and  also  the  relinquishments  and  declarations  which  have  been  filed  by 
the  purchasers.  It  has  been  a  very  laborious  business  ;  the  compensation  allowed  is  by  no  means 
adequate  to  the  labors  performed.  I  hope  it  will  be  found  correct.  I  have  given  all  the  attention  in  my 
power  to  have  them  so. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

JESSE  SPENCER. 
JosiAH  Meigs,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington. 


No.  11. 

Land  Office  at  Edavardsville,  February  12,  1822. 
Sir:  But  for  my  lun'ing  l.een  led  to  believe,  from  what  I  had  heard,  that  I  should  have  received  a 
communication  Inim  yi.u,  1  sh..ul,l  l„r,g  „ince  have  written  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  compensation  to 
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be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  land  offices  under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  Mareli  last.  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thoni;lit  the  officers  were  entitled  to  their  per  cent,  upon  lands  r<'iin- 
quished  ;  but  the  silence  of  the  instructions  on  this  s\iliject  I'reated  some  (Mubarrussmeiit,  wliii-ii  has  since 
increased  by  the  diflerent  views  whicli  ditferent  officers  in  this  secti<in  of  the  country  take  as  to  the  sum 
on  wiiich  the  jier  cent,  should  be  charg-ed.  Most  of  them  contend  tiial  thcv  an-  (■rititle<l  to  one  per  ccut.  on 
the  amoroit  of  moni'i/ uvK  OH  lanch  relinqiiiahcd.  This  I  think  doubtful,  lint  1  am  clearly  of  opiniim  llial, 
they  are  leg'ally  entitled  to  the  per  cent,  on  the  amonnl  of  moneys  hrixlofurc  j/aiil  on  laiids  rfliinjiii.sln-il 
ivhk'h  are  traiis'fh-red  and  applied  to  the  payment  of  lands  not  7-e.lin(juished. 

Those  who  claim  the  per  cent,  on  the  amount  </(«;  contend  that  wlien  the  land  was  sold,  the  map 
marked,  the  certificate  issued,  and  a  se|)arate  account  opened  for  each  tract,  t\w  labor  was  chietly  per- 
formed, and  but  little,  c<imparatively,  remained  to  be  done,  and  that  little  was  required  by  tiie  old  law  to 
be  completed  within  two,  three,  or,  at  most,  four  years,  during-  which  time  the  officers  would  be  reaping 
a  profitable  harvest  from  labor  previously  bestowed  ;  but  by  the  late  law  the  wiiole  was  forced  to  be 
done  in  one  year,  and,  of  course,  but  $3,000  compensation  could  be  received;  one-half  of  which,  in  large 
offices,  would  be  required  to  pay  the  number  of  clerks  necessary  to  complete  the  business  witiiin  the  very 
short  time  limited  by  law.  Their  claims  are  further  strengthened  by  the  consideration  that  in  future 
their  emoluments  will  be  greatl^v  [)ostponed  and  the  lalior  much  augmented,  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  number  of  entries,  there  being  now,  as  you  know,  in  one  case,  four,  where  there  was  but  one  ; 
in  another,  six,  where  there  were  but  two  ;  and  in  another,  eight,  where  there  were  but  three  entries 
formerly. 

.These  considerations,  as  well  as  others  which  could  lie  adduced,  jni'sent  strong  claims  on  the  justice 
of  the  g'overnment  for  further  and  more  equitable  remuneration  to  the  otlicers  of  the  land  offices  for  the 
arduous  duties  which  have  been  performed  under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  and  it  is  hoped  they 
will  not  be  overlooked.  But  I  conceive  that  the  officers  are  strictly,  and,  under  existing  laws,  legally 
entitled  to  the  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  cash  paid  on  lands  relinquished  which  has  been  transferred  to 
the  payment  of  lauds  not  relinquished.  The  fee  of  50  cents  paid  by  individuals  for  each  tract  relinquished 
I  consider  was  intended  as  a  compensation  for  the  trouble  of  making  out  "  abstracts,"  remarking  or 
lettering-  the  maps,  and  closing  in  the  books  the  account  of  the  tract  relinquished;  and,  by  the  way,  a 
very  poor  and  insufficient  compensation  it  has  proved  to  be  for  this  labor  and  trouble.  Tlie  relief  law  had 
the  etfect  of  converting  the  certificates  of  land  to  be  relinquished  into  a  species  of  land  stock,  or  scrip, 
which  it  made  receivable  in  payment  of  other  lands,  in  the  same  way  that  Congress  originally  made  the 
evidence  of  public  debt  and  more  recently  the  Mississii)i)i  stock;  and  in  this  State  certificates  of  unlocated 
confirmed  claims,  and  in  Missouri  the  certificates  granted  to  Lewis  and  Clarke's  men,  were  receivable  in 
the  land  office,  and  the  officers  allowed  their  conunission  in  the  same  manner  as  if  money  had  been  paid. 
Indeed,  so  far  as  the  registers  are  concerned,  it  is  more  troublesome  to  receive  these  various  species  of 
stock  in  payment  of  lands  sold,  as  it  is  always  a  longer  entry  than  when  money  itself  is  paid.  It  is  not 
a  good  objection  to  urge  that  the  officers  have  already  received  their  commission  on  the  amount  of  money 
paid,  for  the  contract  has  been,  by  mutual  consent,  cancelled,  and  the  money  which  was  paid  again  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  original  owner  to  be  applied  as  he  may  think  proper  in  the  payment  of  lands  hereto- 
fore sold,  and  requires  more  labor  to  make  the  entry  than  if  the  payment  had  never  been  applied  to  other 
land.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  payment,  and  as  such,  the  officers  are  entitled  to  their  commission,  whether  the 
same  be  made  in  money,  bank  notes;  public  stock,  or  land  certificates. 

I  therefore  consider  that  the  officers  have  an  unquestionable  right,  under  existing  laws,  to  their  com- 
mission on  the  amount  of  money  which  has  been  transferred  from  lands  relinquished  to  the  payment  of 
lands  not  relinquished,  and  I  should  have  felt  no  hesitation  in  having  presented  my  account  and  received 
my  commission  on  it  without  consulting  you  on  the  suliject,  but  for  othtr  land  officers,  among  others  the 
receiver  of  this  office,  liaving  claimed  and  sent  on  their  accounts  charging  commission  on  the  amount  due 
on  lands  relinquished.  Having  doubts,  as  I  observed  betbre,  whether  we  were  legally  entitled  to  this,  I 
declined  settling  my  account  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  until  the  question  should 
be  settled  on  which  of  these  sums  the  government  slumld  think  we  were  entitled  to  a  per  cent.  That  the 
land  officers  should  receive,  from  the  justice  of  government,  nuire  than  what  I  claim  as  a  legal  right,  will 
not  be  denied  by  any  who  are  acquainted  with  the  detail  of  the  proceedings  under  the  relief  act ;  and 
not  believing  that  it  could  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  Congress  to  impose  unusually  arduous  duties, 
which  were  extra  official,  and  such  as  never  could  luive  been  contemplated  at  the  time  the  officers  accepted 
their  offices,  (for  they  were  appointed  to  sell  and  not  to  repnirchase  land,)  I  cannot  but  presume  that  a 
compensation  proportionate  to  the  service  rendered  will  be  allowed.  To  show  you  how  completely  the 
fees  paid  by  individuals  have  fallen  short  of  being  a  compensation  for  the  service  performed,  I  will  state 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  this  office. 

The  amount  of  fees  received  from  individuals  for  filing  notices,  and  on  tracts  relinquished,  was  about 
$800.  For  clerk  hire  and  office  rent,  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  $570.  On  the  1st  of 
January  there  was  between  four  and  five  months"  employment  for  one  clerk  to  post  the  books  and  complete 
the  business  under  the  relief  act,  which  would  cost  at  least  8200.  This,  therefore,  leaves  but  thirty  dnUars 
as  a  compensation  to  the  register,  who,  during  the  whole  period,  labored  as  hard,  if  not  harder,  than  any 
clerk  in  the  office;  and  this,  I  should  think,  must  be  pretty  much  the  case  in  every  register's  office  (I 
say  register,  because  he  has  had  three  times  more  to  do  than  the  receiver)  where,  in  compliance  with  the 
law  and  your  instructions,  "abstracts"  were  made  out  and  transmitted  within  the  time  prescribed,  and 
where  care  was  taken  to  keep  the  alistracts  written  up  as  the  business  came  in,  and  where  certificates  of 
lurther  credit  were  made  out  and  issued  in  proper  time.  By  the  by,  the  making  out  of  these  certificates 
was  a  verj'  laboriijus  job,  for  which  the  registers  received  no  compensation,  nor  did  tliey  for  making  out 
"abstracts"  of  further  credit — fifty  cents  being  the  whole  amount  of  fee  paid  for  recording  a  "declaration," 
no  matter  how  many  tracts  it  contained. 

The  commission  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  cash  paid  on  lands  relinquished,  which  has  been 
transferred  and  applied  to  the  payment  of  lands  not  relinquished,  amounts  to  but  about  8"00.  This,  it 
certainly  must  be  admitted,  is  not  an  adequate  compensation,  and  gives  us  just  claims  on  the  government 
for  further  and  more  liberal  remuneration. 

I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  show  this  letter  to  Jlr.  Crawford,  to  give  it  an  early  answer,  and  to  be 
assured  of  my  great  respect. 

EDWAED  COLES. 
The  CoMMissioxER  of  the  General  Land,  Office. 


14  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  42L 


No.  12. 

Shawxeetowx,  March  1,  1822. 

Sir:  The  law  t.raiiting-  relief  to  the  piircliasers  of  iniblic  lands,  and  the  insti-uctions  recently  received, 
pointing-  nut  the  mode  of  c'arrving  that  law  into  efJ'ect,  imposes  on  the  registers  of  the  several  land  offices 
a  most  laborious  dutv,  for  winch,  in  many  cases,  there  appears  to  be  no  adequate  compensation. 

In  cases  of  relinquishment  and  consolidation  the  fees  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  adequate  to  the 
additional  labor  which  the  law  imposes,  which  is  not  the  case;  taking  into  view  the  immense  labor  of  the 
abstracts,  in  making  them  out  and  comparing  them  with  every  individual  account,  certainly  imposes  an 
additional  labor  on  the  officers  which  the  law  never  contemplated. 

But  in  all  cases  where  the  extended  credit  is  preferred,  though  the  duty  of  the  land  officer  in  those 
cases  is  very  laborious,  scarcely  the  shadow  of  a  comjx'nsation  seems  to  have  been  provided,  and  yet  it  is 
hardly  to  be  credited  that  the  national  legislature  would  impose  so  much  additional  labor  and  consequent 
expense  upon  the  registers  of  the  respective  land  offices  without  granting,  or  intending  to  grant,  a  reason- 
able conq)eusation.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  relief  ofl'ered  by  an  extension  of  credit,  and,  in  those  cases,  the  oidy  fee  to 
which  the  registers  seem  to  be  entitled  (let  the  duty  be  ever  so  great)  is  fifty  cents  from  each  applicant. 
Cases  have  occurred  in  my  office  of  an  application  of  a  single  individual  for  an  extension  of  credit  on  from 
twenty  to  thirty  tracts;  the  labor  in  the  office  of  the  register  required  by  this  operation  is  in  every 
respect  equal  to  that  attending  the  relin(]uishment  of  an  equal  number  of  quarter  sections;  in  the  latter 
case  where  tlie  fees  would  amount  to  aljout  fifteen  dollars,  which  in  the  former  they  amount  to  fifty  cents 
onlj'!  This  disproportion  of  compensation  to  the  duties  required  is,  no  doubt,  to  be  attributed  to  accident 
or  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  government  rather  than  to  an  intention  to  throw  an  uncompensated 
labor  and  burdensome  expense  on  the  officers  of  the  land  offices. 

I  cannot  but  persuade  myself  that  it  was  the  intention  of  government  to  allow  the  registers  and 
receivers  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  as  well  on  each  case  of  an  extension  of  credit  as  on  each  case  of  relinquish- 
ment, since  it  is  as  just  and  necessary  in  the  one  case  as  the  other. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  oliserve  that  the  compensation  in  cases  of  relinquishment  and  consolidation 
is  not  adequate  to  the  additional  labor  and  expense  of  clerk  hire  required  l\y  the  additional  duties  imposed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  this  state  of  facts,  would  not  the  government,  on  a  fair  and  just 
representation  of  the  immense  labor,  affiird  some  relief;  and  would  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  give  to  such  application  the  weight  and  influence  of  their 
sanction  and  advice  ?  It  is,  indeed,  a  fact  susceptible  of  demonstration,  that  the  present  emoluments  of 
office  under  the  old  system  are  barely  equal  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  office. 

It  is  equally  clear  that,  after  the  laborious  duty  required  by  the  new  law  shall  have  been  performed 
and  the  expenses  of  tlie  offices  paid,  the  register  and  receiver  will  be  in  debt.  There  is  a  subject  of 
importance  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to.  Are  not  the  register  and  receiver  entitled  by  law  to 
their  commission  on  all  the  lands  relinquished  ?  If  j'ou  are  of  opinion  they  are,  will  you,  sir,  have  the 
goodness  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury' on  the  subject,  and  advise  us  of  the  same. 
Your  very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  SLOO. 

JosiAH  Meigs,  Esq. 


No.  13. 

ViNCENNES.  March  12,  1822. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  seen  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  my  worthy  colleague,  Mr.  Badollet,  addressed 
to  you  some  days  since  upon  the  subject  of  our  commission  on  the  amount  of  uKuiey  paid  upon  land 
relinquished,  and  I  have  thought  it  best  to  inform  j-ou  that  the  contents  of  that  letter  coincide  exactly 
with  my  views  of  the  matter. 

It  has  ever  been  my  opinion  that  we  were  justly  and  legally  entitled  to  our  commission  on  this  sum, 
if  not  up(jn  the  balance  due  on  said  lands,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  made  the  charge  in  ray  account 
current  for  September  last;  but,  hearing  that  my  brother  officers  to  the  south  and  west  were  divided  in 
their  opinions  upon  the  subject,  I  thought  proper  to  delay  making  the  charge. 

I  am  well  convinced  that  the  members  of  Congress  could  have  had  but  little  idea  of  the  business  and 
trouble  they  were  creating-  for  the  land  officers,  or  they  would  have  made  some  provision  by  which  they 
might  have  been  recompensed.  It  is  certainly  hard,  and,  indeed,  unjust,  that  they  should  alone  suffer  by 
the  operations  of  a  law  so  well  calculated  to  relieve  the  rest  of  society. 

But  it  is  needless  for  me  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  our  grievances;  they  have,  no  doubt,  been  copiously 
narrated  by  persons  more  able  than  myself  to  do  justice  to  the  subject. 

Sincerely  hoping  that  you  will  give  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  and  that  you  will  pardon  the 
liberty  taken  by  my  addressing  you  in  this  manner,  I  shall  conclude  by  subscribing  myself,  with  respect 
and  esteem,  your  obedient  .servant, 

J.  C.  S.  HARRISON. 

JosiAH  Meigs,  Esq. 

P.  S.— I  think  I  shall  get  my  "abstracts"  oflP  by  the  next  mail.  J.  C.  S.  H. 


No.  U. 

St.  Louis,  December  4,  1823. 
Sir:   By  this  mail,  a  full  view  of  the   receipts   and   expenditures  of  my  office  is  transmitted  to  J'ou;  I 
have  claimed  my  eoiiimission  upon  the  full  amount  of  the  relinquishments]  for  the  following  reasons: 

When  I  took  possession  of  this  office,  within  tlie  term  of  the  appointment,  the  whole  amount  of  the 
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debt  due  from  purchasers  of  public  lands  must  have  licen  ]iaid  or  the  lands  forfeited,  and  the  Icj^al  ami 
moral  presumption  was  that  the  debt  would  havt'  been  disrhar}j,'ed  by  actual  payment;  and  upon  this 
amount  I  had  a  claim,  under  the  existiiiy,-  laws,  to  one  per  cent.;  the  fyovernmcnt  interpose,  cliaii^'-e  IIk; 
contract,  and  agree  to  receive  property  instead  of  money  in  dischar<;'e  of  tliis  del)t;  money  represents 
property;  when  receiving-  actual  cash  we  were  only  receiving  thai  which  represented  so  much  pinpi^rty, 
either  in  the  hands  of  government  or  individuals;  by  the  relinquishmcTit  law,  go\ ci  nment  changed  this 
relation  between  money  and  property,  and  in  the  transactions'  under  that  law  mad<'  property  represent 
so  much  money  then  due  to  them;  it  couhl  ne\-er  have  intended  by  this  transposition  to  have  deprived  us 
of  our  commission,  because  the  law  did  not  dinjinish  but  increase  the  lalmr  ami  e.\|)ense  of  the  ollice. 

The  money  paid  to  the  government  for  the  lands  relin(piished  did  not  pass  through  ujy  hands;  it.  was 
received  by  niy  predecessor;  he  reaped  the  lienelit  of  the  commissiiju  as  compensation  for  his  e.\|]ense 
and  trouble  in  that  transaction;  if,  therefore,  the  government  receive  back  jn-operty  lepresenting  tliis 
mone.y  thus  ))ai(l,  and  I  am  employed  to  su]ierintend  the  i:)peration,  and  sulijected  to  the  i.'.xpense  and  lalior 
of  conducting  it.  it  appears  to  me  law,  justice,  and  reason  proclaim  my  right  to  the  c(]nnnission;  other- 
wise the  government  liquidates  a  debt  of  $411,(512,  subjecting  me  to  extraordinary  labor  and  expense, 
and  make  by  depriving  me  of  the  commission  on  §411, (il2.  If  A  should  employ  me  to  collect  a  debt 
from  B,  and  subsequently  request  me  to  receive  property  in  payment  at  valuation,  or  an  agreed  price, 
no  man  living  would  suppose  me  not  entitled  to  the  agreed  commission;  otherwise,  shifting  the  mode  of 
payment,  although  more  troublesome,  would  enalile  the  principal  to  deprive  his  agent  of  conqjensatioii 
under  that  agreement. 

It  is  objected  to  this  that  the  government  will  pay  two  commissions  on  the  same  money.  This  is 
not  the  fact;  but  if  it  was,  it  is  of  every  day's  occurrence  amongst  men  of  business;  for  example,  if  A 
employs  B  to  collect  a  debt  from  C,  receives  payment  from  his  agent  B,  and  again  loans  it  to  I),  and 
employs  B  to  collect  the  debt  thus  contracted  from  D,  he  would  be  entitled  to  his  commission  as  compen- 
sation for  his  expense  and  trouble  in  the  collection.  If  A  had  consented  to  receive  property,  in  the  last 
instance,  in  discharge  of  the  debt,  both  law  and  ecjuity  would  give  the  agent  his  per  cent.  Certainly  the 
case  put  is  not  diminished  in  weight  by  the  change  of  agency  in  the  period  intervening  between  the"  con- 
tracting of  these  delits;  the  principle  cannot  be  changed  by  substituting  the  government  for  A. 

I  have  charged  clerk  hire,  because,  if  the  business  had  been  conducted  in  the  ordinary  manner,  the 
whole  amount  could  have  been  received,  and  the  business  of  the  office  managed  by  one  clerk.  The  relief 
laws  crowded  an  immense  mass  of  business  within  a  small  space  of  time,  and  has  increased  the  labor  and 
expense  of  the  office  two-thirds;  the  office  is  yet  suffering  under  the  burden  of  business  imposed  upon  it, 
and  every  expense  is  at  this  moment  doubled  by  the  efi'ects  of  the  relinquishment  law. 

In  reply  to  their  just  claims,  it  is  said  the  registers  and  receivers  migiit  have  resigned;  we  could  not 
anticipate  the  embarrassing  result  of  the  relief  laws,  even  if  gifted  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy;  they 
could  not  have  resigned;  their  duty  as  citizens  and  officers  of  the  government  forbid  it;  it  was  a  benefi- 
cent act  in  the  government,  and  based  u])on  the  deepest  and  wisest  policy;  it  rescued  the  morals  of  the 
debtors  from  the  danger  of  two  powerful  temptations,  and  brought  back  the  unsettled  affections  of  the 
extremity  of  the  empire,  and  chained  them  to  the  centre  by  inspiring  confidence  and  gratitude  in  the  best 
of  governments.  If  we  had  not  proceeded,  we  should  liave  thrown  the  country  into  confusion,  embar- 
rassed the  department  to  which  we  belonged,  and  sacrificed  ourselves.  The  practice  of  all  governments 
authorize  ns  to  expect  compensation  for  extra  labor  and  unanticipated  expense,  and  many  precedents  of 
our  own  government  justify  the  expectation  of  remuneration.  The  last  session  of  Congress  there  was 
an  appropriation  allowing  an  extra  clerk  for  the  surveyor  general  to  bring  up  business  in  arrear,  there 
being,  I  presume,  an  unexpected  accumulation  of  business  in  his  office.  Upon  the  same  principle  we 
claim  clerk  hire.  If  we,  at  our  own  expense,  have  brought  up  the  business,  our  claim  is  the  stronger;  for 
we  have  performed  a  necessary  work,  relying  upon  the  justice  of  the  government,  when  it  postponed  the 
work  until  the  funds  wei'e  appropriated,  risking  nothing. 

The  charge  of  office  rent  and  fuel  does  not  stand  so  firndy  upon  indisputable  legal  principle,  but  I 
have  introduced  it,  because  I  understand  it  has  been  sanctioned,  and  I  claim  it  as  just,  and  sustained  by 
precedent. 


Yours  respectfully, 
Hon.  George  (jrah.\m. 


GEORGE  F.  STROTHER. 


No.  15. 

Receiver's  Office  west  of  Pe.\rl  River,  Washington,  January  2,  1823. 

Sir:_  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  my  account  of  moneys  received  for  public  lands 
sold  during  the  month  of  December,  1822,  (notldng  having  been  received  on  account  of  lands  purchased 
from  the  United  States  prior  to  July  1,  1820;)  also  a  duplicate  of  my  monthly  account  current  with  the 
United  States  for  December,  1822,  accompanied  by  the  necessary  vouchers 'in  support  of  the  charges 
therein  expressed. 

I  am  aware  that  the  item  of  8500,  charged  in  my  account  for  an  assistant,  is  unauthorized;  but  when 
the  excessive  labor  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  duties  prescribed  umler  the  act  of  March  2,  1821, 
and  the  confident  expectation  that  compensation  will  l.)e  provided  for  that  service  is  taken  into  coirsidera- 
tion,  I  trust  that  item  will  not  be  deemed  inadmissible. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  DUNBAR. 

John  McLean,  Esq.,  Comniissione)-  General  Land  Office,  Waslungton  City. 


16  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  421. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  August  15,  1821,  to  David  Hoge, 

esq.,  register,   Steubenville. 

"  It  will  bo  necessary  that  you  employ  such  assistance  as  may  be  indispensably  requisite  to  the 
execution  of  your  duties  witliiu  the  period  limited  by  law.  There  is  every  reason  to  e.xpect  that  at  the 
next  session  "of  Congress  some  suitable  provisions  will  be  made  in  favor  of  the  land  offices  for  the  addi- 
tional trouble  imposed  by  the  late  act." 


B. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  December  5,  1821,  to  Michael 

Jones,   esq.,  register,  Kaskaskia. 

"I  am.  happy  to  learn  that  _your  report,  under  the  law,  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  trust  that 
general  provisions  will  be  made  "to  compensate  registers  and  receivers  for  their  arduous  exertion  in 'the 
execution  of  the  law  in  proportion  to  the  labors  respectively  performed." 


0. 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  August  4,  1821. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  acknowledging-  the  receipt  of  my  circular  of  the  30th  of  June  last, 
and  the  forms  therewith  transmitted,  has  been  received.  In  reply  to  the  difficulties  enumerated  in  j'our 
letter  attending  a  proper  compliance  with  the  forms  and  instructions  drawn  up  under  the  law,  without 
additional  aid  and  compensation,  I  can  only  briefly  state  that  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  govern- 
ment will  make  a  suitable  allowance  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  United  States  land  ofiices  generally 
for  the  additional  Inirdens  imposed  on  them  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  and  that  every  exertion 
that  I  can  make  will  be  used  to  effect  some  liberal  provisions  in  their  favor. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOSIAH  MEIGS. 

Samctel  Stokely,  Esq.,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  Steubenville,  Ohio. 


D. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  September  11,  1821,  to  William 

Craiiford,  esq.,  receiver,  St.  StejAen's. 

"  The  fees  allowed  bj^  the  act  are  fifty  cents  to  the  register  and  receiver,  respectively,  for  every  tract 
relinquished;  and  it  moreover  allows  fifty  cents  to  the  register  for  each  declaration. 

"  The  trouble  of  tlie  receiver,  in  cases  of  declaration,  has  not  been  provided  for  bj'  the  act.  In  my 
opinion  the  compensation  should  have  been  equal.  But,  in  the  absence  of  legal  provisions,  I  have  no 
authority  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  fees." 


E. 

General  Land  Office,  August  30,  1821. 

Sir:  Your  return  for  June  last,  and  a  list  of  lands  reserved  from  sale  in  July  last  for  the  use  of 
schools,  have  been  received  with  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  the  assistance  of  a  clerk  will  be  allowed  you  in  the  execution  of 
your  arduous  duties  under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  I  am  fully  of  the  opinion  that  your  request 
ought  to  be  granted.  I  have  been  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inform  the  land  officers 
generally  that  every  disposition  exists  to  afford  them  facilities  in  the  despatch  of  public  business,  par- 
ticularly the  arduous  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  and  that  it  may  with  great  reason 
be  lioped  that  some  provisions  may  be  made  in  their  favor  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MEIGS. 

Beverly  R.  Grayson,  Esq.,  Register,  Washington,  Mississipjn. 


P. 

General  Land  Office,  August  30,  1823. 

larter 
law,  and 


Sir:  In  the  accounts  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Franklin,  for  the  first  and  second  quarters  of 
1822,  are  found  $781   29  charged   by  y„u  for  clerk  hire  to   bring  up   the  books  under  the  relief  ! 
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the  sum  of  $2,532  92  as  commission  on  the  moneys  transferred  from  laiuls  roliiiqiiisheil.  The  commission 
is  inadmissible;  but,  as  it  is  proper  that  you  should  be  compensated  for  closin^jf  the  transactions  of  your 
predecessor,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  submit  your  letter  of  July  IG,  1822,  which  treats  of  the  subject, 
to  Mr.  Carroll,  with  a  reciuest  to  settle  the  matter  amicably  with  you,  and  to  determine  that,  should  that 
gentleman  make  any  ditKculty  on  the  subject,  tlie  clerk  hire  will  be  alldwed  you  anil  chur^-ed  to  his 
account. 

In  order  tliat  this  incident  do  not  delay  the  examination  of  the  ([uarterly  account,  the  sums  charg-ed 
for  clerk  hire  shall  be  suspended  until  the  result  of  tlu^  transaction  between  you  and  .Mr.  Carroll  be  made 
known  to  this  de|iartment. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

OEO.  (;i!.\IIAM. 

JoH.v  Mii.LKR,  Escp,  RiHjiMiT,  FraitUin,  Missouri. 


G. 

fiENERAl,   liAMI   OkFICE,   AlKJUst  30,    1823. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  present  registi'r  of  the  land  office  at  Franklin, 
and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  it.  That  letter  and  its 
endorsements  explain  so  full_y  the  nature  of  the  aflair  under  consideration  that  I  shall  merely  add  a  request 
to  communicate  to  this  department,  as  earlj'  as  convenient,  the  result  of  the  transaction  between  yourself 
and  Mr.  Miller. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Ch.\rles  C.yrroll,  Esq.,  late  Rrgider  at  FranUin,  note  at  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Gexer.il  L.ixD  Office,  January  15,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  stating-  your  reasons  for  charging  a  commis- 
sion on  the  full  amount  of  the  lands  relinquished,  and  for  a  further  charge  for  clerk  hire.  Agreeably  to 
the  usages  and  instructions  of  the  Treasurj'  Department,  neither  of  these  items  can  be  admitted  to  your 
credit  on  the  adjustment  of  the  account  at  this  otHce.  I  will,  however,  take  great  pleasure  in  submitting 
your  letter  to  the  particular  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  so  soon  as  his  health  will 
enable  him  to  attend  to  the  details  of  the  business  of  his  department.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  give 
you  some  assurance  that  such  submission  would  probably  result  in  the  inodffication  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple heretofore  adopted,  but  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  yourself,  and  other  officers  similarly  situated, 
will  obtain  no  relief  except  by  legislative  interference. 
With  sentiments,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Geo.  F.  Strother,  Esq.,  Eeceiver,  £-c.,  St.  Loui.i,  Jlissouri. 


Relinquishment  No. 


Form  of  a  relinquishmimt. 


-,  1822. 


do  hereby  declare consent  t(j  the  proyisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March 

2,  1821,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  July  1,  1820,"  re- 
vived and  continued  in  force  by  the  act  of  April  20,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  supplementaiy  to  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  July  1,  1820;'"''  and  wishing 

to  avail of  the  relief  granted  by  the  1st  section  of  the  said  act  of  March  2,  1821,  ■ • 

do  hereby  relinquish  to  the  United  States  all right  and  title  to  and  interest  in  the  following  described 

tract  and  legal  subdivision     of tract     of  land  (tlie  payment  of  which  has  not  been  completed)  held  by 

— ; ,  and  purchased  in  the  district  of  lands  offered  for  sale  at ■ , 


Dale  of  purchase. 


Original  certificate  lierewith  surrendered. 


Number. 


Tract  or  legal  subdivision  relinquished, 
whether  section,  half  section,  quarter 
section,  half  quarter  section,  8tc. 


No.  of  section 


No.  of  township 


No.  of  range. 


And  request  that  the  sums  paid  on  account  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  lands  relinquished  be  trans- 
ferred and  applied  towards  completing  the  payment  of  the  following  described  tract     and  legal  subdi- 
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vision     of  a  tract  of  land  not  relinquished  (the  payment  of  which  has  not  been  completed)  held  by 
and  purchased  as  aforesaid,  viz  : 


Date  of  purchase. 


Original  certificate  herewith  surrendered. 


Date. 


Tract  or  legal  subdivision  not  relinquished, 
whether  section,  half  section,  quarter 
section,  half  quarter  section,  &c. 


No.  of  section.  No.  of  township. 


No.  of  range. 


And do  hereby  fiu'ther  request,  that  if,  after  the  transferring  and  applying  of  the  said  sums,  as  re- 
quested, there  shall  be  any  balance  (exclusive  of  interest  accrued)  due  or  to  become  due  from , 

as ,  on  account  of  tiie  purchase  money  of  any  part  of  said  land 

not  7-elinquitihed, may  have  further  credit  on  the  same,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  3d  section 

of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1821,  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof, have  hereunto  set hand    and  seal    this day 

of ,  1822. 

In  presence  of ■ . 


Declaration  No. 


Form  of  a  declaration  for  further  credit. 


— ,  1822. 


do  hereby  declare consent  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on 

March  2,  1821,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  July  1,  1820, 
revived  and  continued  in  force  by  the  act  of  April  20,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  enti- 
tled '  An  act  for  the  relief  of  tiie  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  Julj'  1,  1820,' "  and  request  that 

may  have  a  further  credit,  agreeably  to  the  3d  section  of  the  said  act  of  March  2,  1823,  on  the 

balance  (exclusive  of  interest  accrued)  due  or  to  become  due  from ,  as , 

on  account  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  following  described  tract    of  land  (the  payment  of  which  has  not 

been  completed)  held  by ,  and  purchased  of  the  United  States  in  the  district  of  lands 

offered  for  sale  at ,  viz  : 


Date  of  purchase. 


Original  certificate  herewith  surrendered. 


Number. 


Date. 


Tract  on  which  further  credit  is  requested. 


No.  of  section. 


No.  of  township. 


No.  of  range. 


In  testimony  whereof, 

.  1822. 


have  hereunto  set 


hand    and  seal    this 


■  day  of 


18th  Congress.] 


No.  422. 


[1st  Session. 


EXTINGUISHMENT    OF    INDIAN   TITLE    TO  LAND    IN    MISSISSIPPI. 


COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  MARCH  4,    1824. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
Your  incinorialists  respectfully  lepresent:  That  on  the  extension  of  the  boundary  line  between  this 
State  and  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  considerable  extent  of  country,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tom- 
beckbee  river,  was  included  within  the  limits  of  this  State;  that  it  is  separated  from  the  other  settled 
parts  of  this  State  by  the  intervention  of  Indian  territory  of  something  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  in 
exteiit;  that  the  section  of  country  above  alluded  to  is  too  limited,  under  our  constitution,  to  form  a 
judicial  district  or  an  additional  number  of  counties;  tliat  from  the  great  distance  our  judges  are  com- 
pelled to  travel,  the  greater  part  of  wliich  is  through  a  wilderness,  and  along  roads  which  cannot  be  kept 
in  repair,  the  consequence  of  which  is  that  our  courts  are  frequently  disappointed,  and  justice,  altliough 
not  denied,  cannot  be  extended  to  a  considerable  number  of  our  citizens:  therefore  your  memorialists 
pray  the  adoption  of  such  nitasures  as  are  best  calculated  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  Your 
memorialists  further  represent  that  there  is  a  section  of  Indian  territory,  situated  on  the  east  of  Tom- 
beckbee  river,  belonging  to  the  Chickasaw  nation  that,  in  all  probability,  could  be  purchased,  and  thereby 
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the  disaj^rcoablo  situation  of  that  section  of  onr  State  in  some  measure  alleviated;  thoi:n;h  your  nieiuorialists 
would  i'urtiier  represent  that,  if  it  was  possible  to  purchase  a  small  portion  of  the  Indian  territory  on  th(! 
western  bank  of  the  Tombeckbee  river,  it  would  add  in  a  much  greater  degree  to  the  interest  (jf  that 
section  of  the  State. 

COWLES  MEAD, 
Speakrr  of  the  Hou^c  of  Bepresmtativrx  of  the  Slide  of  Mis.^i.i.-tijijji. 

GERARD  G.  BRAND, 
Lieut.  Gov.  and  Pre.<;idetH  of' the  Senate  of  Die  State  of  3IU.n.'^sippi. 


18th  Congress.]  No.    423.  [1st  Session. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  SURVEYING  THE   PUBLIC   LANDS   IN   ILLINOIS,   MISSOURI,  AND 

AltKANSAS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    THE  SENATE  M.\RCH  5,    18'24. 

To  the  Sena/e  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  containing  copies  of  the  contracts 
made  by  the  survej'or  general  and  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  bearing  date  February  24,  1824. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

March  3,  1824. 


Treasury  Department,  Mareh  2,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Trcasurj',  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  ultimo, 
has  the  honor  to  report  \o  the  President  that  the  copies  of  the  contracts  made  by  the  surveyor  general, 
and  called  for  by  a  former  resolution  of  the  Senate,  were  received  some  time  since  at  this  department, 
and,  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Secretary,  have  been  overlooked;  they  are  now,  however, 
respectfully  submitted  to  the  President,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  Secretary's  letter  to  the  surveyor 
general  on  the  subject. 

The  President  of  the  United  St.vtes. 


Treasury  Department,  Jidy  1,  1823. 
Sir:  The  Senate  having,  by  resolution  of  February  2.5,  1823,  requested  the  President  to  procure  and 
lay  before  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  the  originals  or  copies  of  all  the  contracts  for 
surveying  the    public  lands  made  by  the  surveyor  general  of    Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  since 
January  1,  1819,  I  therefore  request  that  you  will  forward  them  as  early  as  practicable. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.   CRAWFORD. 
Wm.  Rector,  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  St.  Louis. 


Surveyor's  Office,  St.  Louis,  August  1,  1823. 
Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  copies  of  all  the  contracts  which  I  have  entered  into  with  deputy 
survej'ors  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  which  I  received  from  the  General  Land  Office  dated  April 
22,  1823.     The  balance  of  the  survej'ing  which  I  am  required  by  the  said  instructions  to  have  done  has 
been  engaged  by  deputy  surveyors,  who  will  come  forward  in  a  short  time  and  sign  contracts. 

You  will  also  herewith  receive  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  survej-ing  the  whole  of  the  lands 
directed  In*  the  aforesaid  instructions  to  be  surveyed.  Most  of  the  deputy  surveyors  who  entered  into 
contracts  set  out  for  the  woods  immediately  thereafter  in  order  to  do  the  work;  conse(iuently,  funds  will 
be  wanting  immediately  to  pay  for  that  part  of  the  surveys. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  RECTOR. 


List  rjf  eontracts 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  copies  of  which  were  received  with  this  message,  to  wit: 

1.  Between  Wm.  Rector  and  Nicholas  Rightor,  deputy  survej'or,  January  T,  1S19. 

2 do Nathaniel  Cook,  deputy  surveyor,  January  20,  1819. 

3 do William  Gordon,  deputy  surveyor,  February  11,  1819. 

4 do A.  L.  Langham  and  .J.  F.  Royston,  deputy  surveyors,  March  6,  1819. 
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5.  Between  Wni.  Rector  and  Enoch  Steen,  deputy  surveyor,  May  1,  1819. 

6 do diaries  McPlierson,  deputy  surveyor,  May  7,  1819. 

" do Joseph  Barton,  deputy  surveyor,  May  8,  1819. 

8 do Pavid  Peslilcr,  deputy  surveyor,  May  8,  1819. 

9 do Pavid  Xcilan  and  Stephen  Rector,  deputy  surveyors.  May  8,  1819. 

10 do John  Pavidson,  deputy  surveyor,  July  9,  1819. 

11 do letter  authorizing:  other  surveys,  &c.,  August  12,  1819. 

12 do instructions  to  Enoch  Steen,  deputy  survej-or,  August  12,  1819. 

13 do. T?artlett  Sims  and  Stephen  Hector,  deputy  surveyors,  September  23,  1819. 

14 do Stephen  Rector  and  Thomas  C.  Rector,  deputy  surveyors,  October  27,  1819. 

15 do Wiiart<ui  Rector,  deputy  surveyor,  October  29,  1819. 

16 d(i Elias  Ivcctor,  deputy  surveyor,  November  6,  1819. 

17 (1(1 Jdseph  Barton,  (leputy  surveyor,  Pecember  22,  1819. 

18 dci Nicholas  Rightor,  deputy  surveyor,  February  12,  1820. 

19 do Wm.  S.  Hamilton,  deputy  surveyor.  May  17,  1820. 

20 do Elias  Rector,  deputy  surveyor.  May  17,  1820. 

21 do Charles  Bent,  deputy  surveyor,  May  18,  1820. 

22 do Stephen  Rector,  deputy  surveyor,  May  18,  1820. 

23 do A  L.  Langham  and  A.  W.  McPonald,  deputy  surveyors,  October  9,  1820. 

24 do Stephen  Rector,  deputy  surveyor,  November  11,  1820. 

25 do lAicius  F.  Thruston,  deputy  surveyor,  November  11,  1820. 

20 do James  S.  Conway,  deputj-  surveyor,  November  15,  1820. 

27 do Jenifer  T.  Sprigg,  deputy  surveyor,  November  16,  1820. 

28 d(i letter  to  John  P.  Poteet,  deputy  surveyor,  Pecember  20,  1820. 

29 d(j Thomas  C.  Rector,  deputy  surveyor,  Pecember  25,  1820. 

30 do Julias  Barcroit,  deputy  surveyor,  Pecember  30,  1820. 

31 do Conner  &,  Tingle,  deputy  surveyors,  Pecember  30,  1820. 

32 do T.  W.  Thruston,  deputy  surveyor,  January  27,  1821. 

33 do Enoch  Rector,  deputy  surveyor,  January  13,  1821. 

34 do Wm.  II.  Ashley,  deputy  surveyor,  February  10,  1821. 

35 dii Wm.  V.  Rector,  deputj^  surveyor,  February  19,  1821. 

36 do William  S.  Hamilton,  deputy  surveyor,  February  20,  1821. 

37 do Henry  Wharton  Conwaj-,  deputy  surveyor,  February  22,  1821. 

38 do A.  L.  Langham,  deputy  surveyor,  February  27,  1821. 

39 do Enoch  Steen,  deputy  surveyor,  March  3,  1821. 

40 do Patrick  0.  Lee,  deputy  survej'or,  March  3,  1821. 

41 do Frederick  R.  Conway,  deputy  surveyor,  March  3,  1821. 

42 do Taylor  Berry,  deputy  surveyor,  March  3,  1821. 

43 do Charles  Bent,  deputy  surveyor,  March  5,  1821. 

44 do Joseph  Barton,  deputy  surveyor,  March  5,  1821. 

45 do John  C.  Sullivan,  deputy  surveyor,  March  5,  1821. 

46 do John  F.  Ilamtramck  and  Alexander  M.  Ilamtramck,  deputy  surveyors,  March 

G,  1821. 

47 do Bartlett  Sims,  deputy  surveyor,  ^larch  6,  1821. 

48 do Henry  Elliott,  deputy  surveyor,  March  6,  1821. 

49 do Xathanicl  Cook,  deputy  survej'or,  March  8,  1821. 

60 do Reuben  Smith,  deputy  surveyor,  March  9,  1821. 

51 do Samuel  P.  Browne,  dcputj'  surveyor,  March  9,  1821. 

52 do ^Vm.  L.  May,  deputy  surveyor,  March  9,  1821. 

53 do James  Thompson,  deputy  surveyor,  March  10,  1821. 

54 do Boal  (ircenup,  deputy  surveyor,  March  12,  1821. 

55 do Wm.  Clarkson,  jr.,  deputy  surveyor,  March  12,  1821. 

56 do Archibald  Gamble,  deputy  surveyor,  March  12,  1821. 

57 do Jacob  Judy,  deputy  surveyor,  March  13,  1821. 

58 do Benjamin  F.  Messinger,  deputy  surveyor,  March  13,  1821. 

59 do J.  Milton  Moore,  deputy  surveyor,  March  13,  1821. 

60 do Joseph  Borough,  deputy  surveyor,  March  14,  1821. 

61 do John  Messinger,  deputy  surveyor,  March  14,  1821. 

62 do Elias  Rector,  deputy  surveyor,  March  18,  1821. 

63 do Stephen  Rector  and  Thomas  C.  Rector,  deputy  surveyors,  March  20,  1821. 

64 do John  Ruland,  deputy  surveyor,  March  26,  1821. 

65 do Pavid  Peshler,  deputy  surveyor,  March  26,  1821. 

66 do Jenifer  T.  Sprigg.  deputy  surveyor,  March  26,  1821. 

67 do James  B.  McCall,  deputy  surveyor,  March  26,  1821. 

68 do Joseph  Sprigg,  deputy  surveyor,  March  26,  1821. 

69 do James  Trimble,  deputy  survej-or,  March  28,  1821. 

70 do Charles  II.  Pelliam,  deputy  surveyor,  March  28,  1821. 

71 do John  P.  Poteet,  deputy  surveyor,  April  4,  1821. 

72 do Wm.  H.  Ashley,  deputy  surveyor,  April  5,  1821. 

73 do John  Jones,  deputy  surveyor,  April  5,  1821. 

74 do Angus  Lewis  Langham,  deputy  surveyor,  April  5,  1821. 

75 do Thomas  W.  Thruston,  deputy  surveyor,  April  9,  1821. 

76 do Martin  Jones,  deputy  surveyor,  April  9,  1821. 

77 do John  Miller,  deputy  surveyor,  April  13,  1821.  ' 

78 do Wm.  Shields  and  J.  S.  Conway,  deputy  survej'ors,  May  7,  1821. 

79 do Joseph  Barton,  deputy  surveyor,  October  22,  1821. 

80 do John  Ruland,  deputy  surveyor,  January  16,  1822. 

81 lio Thomas  C.  Rector,  deputy  .surveyor,  February  19,  1822. 

82 do Elias  Rector  and  Wharton  Rector,  deputy  surveyors,  February  19,  1822. 

83 do Enoch  Moore,  deputy  surveyor,  February  20,  1822. 
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84.  Bi'twoou  Wni.  Rector  and  Elias  Barcroft,  dopnty  surveyor,  Fehniary  23,  1822. 

85 do Win.  H.  Ashley,  deputy  surveyor,  I'eliruary  2r>,  1822. 

86 do Saiuuel  P.  Browne,  deputy  surveyor,  February  2(1,  1822. 

87 do lolui  Jones,  deputy  surveyor,  Feliruary  2(i,  1822. 

88 do losepli  Barton,  deputy  surveyor,  February  2t),  1822. 

89 do Steplu'u  Rector,  deputy  survej'or,  Mareli  4,  1822. 

90 do \.  L.  Lanj;-l[ani,  deputy  surveyor,  March  4,  1822. 

91 do Natlianiel  Cook,  d<'|iut"y  surveyor,  March  8,  1822. 

92 do Enoch  Stcen,  deputy  surveyor,  Marcli  9,  1822. 

93 do Wni.  S.  Hamilton  and  Elias  Rector,  jr.,  March  1."),  1822. 

94 do Tiionias   W.   Tliruston   and    Lucius    F.   Tiiruston,  deputy   survcvors,   March 

18,  1822. 

95 do Daniel  R.  Davis,  deputy  surveyor,  ilarch  22,  1822. 

96 do J(.ihn  L.  Robinson,  deputy  survej'or,  March  27,  1822. 

97 do Henry  W.  Conway  and  James  S.  Conway,  deputy  surveyors,  April  6,  1822. 

98 do letter  to  James  B.  McCall,  deputy  surveyor,  April  18,  1822. 

As  these  contracts  arc  similar  in  their  form  (being-  nearly  all  printed)  ami  \-aryin,i;'  only  in  tlie  |iar- 
ticular  descriptions  of  the  surveyinij;  and  work  to  be  done,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  include  tljem 
all  in  this  compilation  as  they  belong-  to  the  details  of  the  surveys,  and  will  be  found  in  tiie  General  Land 
Office;  a  few  of  them,  however,  to  exemplify  the  IVirms  of  those  contracts  and  the  instructions  given  to 
the  deputy  survej-ors,  are  here  inserted,  as  tiiUows: 

Inslnidiuns  of  William  Hector,  .•mrvci/or  (jeiwral  of  Illinois,   Jfissouri,  a)ul  Arkrinms,  to  depulij  survnjors 
for  survrijiiig  th'  coiijirined  claims  of  imlii-iiliials  llicrcin. 

Si-rvevor's  Office  for  the  St.\te.s.  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  .\nd  Territory  of  Ark.ws.vs, 

St.  Louis,  ,  A.  1).  182  . 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  description  of  each  of  the  confirmed  claims  of  individuals  that  arc 
supposed  to  lie  within  your  district.  Such  of  tliese  claims  as  you  may  find  to  be  in  your  district  you  will 
laj-  off  and  survey  in  strict  conformity  with  the  confirmations  as  expressed  in  the  transcript. 

In  making-  these  surveys  you  will  be  careful  at  all  the  intersections  of  the  lines  of  the  surveys  of 
the  public  lands  with  the  lines  of  the  survej"S  of  individuals  to  establish  corners  by  taking-  Ijearing-  trees 
or  erecting-  mounds,  and  to  mark  in  the  corner  of  each  fractional  section  the  number  of  the  range, 
township,  and  section,  and  also  to  ascertain  the  distance  from  each  intersection  to  the  nearest  corner  of 
both  surveys,  si3  that  you  may  be  able  tlierebj-  to  know  and  state  in  your  returns  tiie  precise  length  of 
each  line  of  eacii  fractional  section. 

All  surveys,  both  of  the  imblic  lands  and  claims  of  individuals,  must  be  surveyed  agreeably  to  the 
true  meridian,  and  you  will  keep  your  reckoning  or  distances  in  chains  and  links. 

Where  the  quantity  of  land  confirmed  to  an  individual  is  expressed  in  arpents  on  the  transcript  of 
confirmations,  you  will  in  your  returns  express  on  the  survey  the  quantity  in  acres  and  decimal  parts  of 
an  acre,  and  also  in  arpents. 

When  the  transcript  with  which  you  are  furnished  does  not  give  such  a  description  of  the  situation 
of  a  claim  as  will  enable  you  to  know  at  what  place  the  survey  ought  to  be  made,  you  will  use  all  means 
that  inaj'  be  in  your  power  to  ascertain  where  such  claim  is  situated.  Information  given  you  bj-  a  claimant 
or  his  agent  with  respect  to  the  situation  of  such  claimant's  lands  you  will  be  governed  by,  provided  such 
information  does  not  disagree  witli  the  description  given  of  sucli  land  in  the  transcript,  and  you  may 
believe,  from  all  the  circumstances  that  may  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  that  sucli  information  is 
correct.  You  will  then  proceed  to  survey  the  land  accordingly,  provided  the  survey  does  not  interfere 
with  the  right  of  any  other  person.  And  where  two  or  more  confirmed  claims  interfere  with  each  other, 
you  may,  provided  the  parties  concerned  shall  mutually  agree,  lay  oft'  each  claim  in  such  manner  that 
there  be  no  interference  in  the  surveys,  and  provided  the  surveys  so  made  shall  embrace  the  nearest 
unappropriated  lands,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  any  other  person,  and  shall  in  every  other 
respect  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for  laying  oft'  the  claims  of  individuals. 

Where  the  boundaries  of  an  old  survey  can  be  found  and  known  with  certainty,  you  must  conform 
your  survey  to  such  boundaries,  unless  you  discover  that  considerable  error  was  made  in  the  old  survey, 
in  which  case  it  will  be  your  duty  to  correct  such  error. 

Where  a  survey  is  found  to  contain  an  excessive  quantity  of  land,  the  claimant,  if  present,  will  have 
the  right  to  point  out  the  side  or  end  of  the  survey  at  which  such  excess  must  be  thrown  oft".  If  the 
claimant  does  not  attend  and  superintend  his  survey,  you  will  throw  ofl'  the  excess  of  land  at  the  side  or 
end  that  you  may  suppose  will  be  most  convenient  for  the  claimant.  Where  a  survey  is  found  not  to 
contain  as  much  land  as  is  expressed  in  the  confirmation,  you  will  extend  the  lines  of  the  survey  as  the 
claimant  may  direct  or  you  may  think  right,  so  as  to  include  the  proper  quantity  of  land,  ])rovided  by- 
such  extension  of  the  lines  you  do  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  any  other  person. 

In  making  the  surveys  of  the  claims  of  individuals  you  will  keep  j'our  field  notes  in  the  following- 
manner: 

No. .     Sm-veyed  for  A   B,  who  claims  in  his   own  right,  or  in  right  of  C  D,  (as  the  case  may 

be,)  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  and  twenty-eight  hundredths  of  an  acre,  equal  to  four  hundred  arpents. 

Beginning  at  a  post  from  which  a  black  walnut  14  inches  in  diameter  bears  south  27°  -v\-cst,  25  links, 
and  an  ash  10  inches"  in  diameter  bears  south  41"  east,  43  links  distant;  thence  north  at  9  chains  27  links 
a  brook  15  links  wide  runs  southeast  20  chains  18  links;  a  black  oak  24  inclics  in  diameter  at  37  chains 
22  links  intersected  the  line  between  sections  15  and  22,  township  46  north,  range  4  west,  where  set  a 
post  corner  .of  fractional  sections  15  and  22,  from  which  a  white  oak  18  inches  in  diameter  bears  north  26° 
west,  75  links,  and  a  maple  12  inches  in  diameter  bears  south  33°  east,  48  links;  thence  measured  along- 
the  line  between  sections  15  and  22  west  19.40  links  to  the  corner  of  sections  15,  16,  21,  and  22.  In 
this  manner  you  -^vill  proceeed  until  you  complete  the  survey,  establishing-  the  corners  of  the  survey  by 
taking-  liearing  trees  or  raising  mounds,  and  noting  the  distance  you  have  run  at  the  intersection  w-ith  each 
sectional  line  as  well  as  the  length  of  each  line  of  your  survey,  and  also  the  distance  from  the  points  of 
intersection  of  the  nearest  sectional  corner.  You  will  also,  at  the  end  of  each  line  of  a  survey,  describe 
the  land,  timber,  &c.,  over  which  it  runs. 
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In  suivoying  sectional  lines  that  intersect  the  lines  of  surveys  of  individuals  that  have  been  made, 
you  will,  in  all  cases,  at  each  intersection,  establish  corners  for  the  fractional  sections,  and  ascertain  and 
note  in  your  field  book  the  distance  from  such  intersection  to  the  nearest  corner  of  such  surve.y,  when  it 
shall  be  necessary  so  to  do,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  each  fractional  section. 

The  following  is  a  comparaliiv  datemenl  of  the.  land  measures  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  French  measures 

formerly  used  in  the  late  j)rovinee  of  Louisiana. 


LINEAL    .MEASURE. 

FretKh. 

12  feet  arc  e([ual  to   

6  perches  are  equal  to 


United  States. 

11  feet. 
1  poles. 


Perches. 
1. 

s! 

4. 

5. 
6. 
1. 
8. 
9. 


10,  or  1  arpent  lineal 
2 

H... 

4 

5 

6 

1 


9. 

10. 

100. 


Chains. 
0 
0 
0 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 

0 


11 
14 
17 
20 
23 
26 
29 
291 


1,000 2,916 


Arpents  lineal. 

12.... 


84. 


Arpents,  perches. 
27     42.7  . 


Side  of  a  large  square. 


Chains. 

35 


245 


<SWe  of  a  mile  square. 


Links. 

29   166 

58  333 

87  5 

16  666 

45  833 

75 

04  166 

33  333 

62  5 

91   666 

83  333 

75 

66  666 

58  333 

50 

41  666 

33  333 

25 

16  666 

66  666 

66  666 


Sl'PERFICL\L    MEASURE. 

French.  United  Slates. 

288  arpents  are  equal  to 245  acres. 


1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

100. 


07 
14 


1,000 850 

10,000 8,506 


0  so 

1  70 

2  55  21 

3  40  28 

4  25  35 

5  40  42 

5  95  49 

6  80  56 

7  65  625 

8  50  69 
85  06  94 

69  44 

94  44 


Arpents. 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

117 

1,175 

11,755 


Perches. 
17    551. 

35  012. 
52  653. 
90  204. 
87  7.55. 
05  306. 
22  857. 
40  408. 

959. 

510. 

102. 

020. 


57 
75 
55 
51 


Acres. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
100 

1,000 


80 


10  204 10,000 

A  league  square  contains — 
Arpents.  Acres. 

7,056 6002     50 

A  mile  square  contains — 
Arpents.  perches. 
752    32  64 640 


Form  of  agreement  beheeen   William  Rector,  surveyor  general,  and  a  dejndy  surveyor  for  surveying  town- 
ships of  land  containing  jyrivate  land  claims,  and  also  for  surveying  such  claims. 

Articles  of  agreement  had,  made,  and  concluded  upon  this  seventh  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  William  Rector,'surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of 
the  one_  part,  and  Nicholas  Riglitor  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  That  the  said  Nicholas  Rightor,  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  terms,  provisions,  and  covenants  hereinafter  expressed,  and  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  thereof,  doth  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  AVilliam  Rector,  in  his  capacity 
aforesaid,  that  he,  the  said  Nicholas  Rightor,  will  do  and  perform  the  following  surveying  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  such  instruction  as  may  be  given  to  him  by  the  said"  William  Rector,  viz: 
he  will  lay  oft  and  survey  the  exterior  boundary  lines,  and  subdivide  into  sections,  and  establish  corners 
for  quarter  sections,  eight  town.ships  of  land,  or  townships  and  fractional  townships,  equal  in  quantity  to 
eight  complete  townships,  between  the  St.  Francis  and  Arkansas  rivers,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  and 
south  of  the  cast  and  west  lino,  passing  between  townships  Nos.  3  and  4  north  of  the  base  line,"which 
town.ships  and  fractional  townships  shall  consist  of  those  which  have  not  heretofore  been  surveyed,  and 
in  which  there  are  confirmed  claims  of  individuals,  (if  there  be  that  number  of  townships  and  fractional 
townships  wherein  there  are  such  claims,)  and  which  contain  the  largest  proportion  of  good  and  sale- 
able lands.  ■  And  the  said  Rightor  also  covenants  and  agrees  that  he  will  lay  out  and  survey,  agreeably 
to  law  and  instructions  as  aforesaid,  all  the  lands  that  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  confirmed  by  law 
to  individuals,  and  which  lands  may  be  within  said  townships  or  fractional  townships,  to  be  subdivided 
into  sections,  &c.,  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Rightor  further  covenants  and  agrees  that  if,  in  the  course 
of  performing  the  surveys  aforesaid,  any  corner  shall  fall  (wlicther  of  a  township,  section,  quarter  section, 
or  survey  of  any  individual)  within  any  prairie  where  bearing  trees  within  a  reasonable  distance  from 
such  corner  cannot  be  found,  then  and  in  that  case,  and  in  all  such  cases,  he  will  erect  mounds  of  earth  or 
sod  to  perpetuate  such  corners;  the  mounds  to  be  at  least  two  feet  six  inches  high  and  two  feet  six 
inches  diameter  at  the  base.  And  the  said  Rightor  further  covenants  and  agrees  that  he  will  make  out 
three  neat  and  accurate  plats  and  descriptions  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  townships  and  fractional  town- 
ships which  he  .shall  survey  as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  lines  thereof,  according  to  their  true  length  and 
position,  and  connect  the  lines  and  corners  of  the  surveys  of  individuals  with  the  sectional  lines  and 
corners  in  such  manner  as,  from  the  field  notes  made  thereof,  it  may  be  known  with  certainty  the  precise 
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situation  of  oacli  of  tiic  surveys  of  individuals  on  tlie  plats  of  townships,  and  means  thereby  shall  ho 
furnished  l>y  which  the  contents  of  each  and  all  tiie  fractional  sections  can  be  calculated  and  ascertained, 
and  that  he  will  make  the  calculations  of  the  content  of  each  fractional  section  and  set  it  down  on  the 
plats  of  the  townships  and  fractional  townshii)s.  And  that  he  will  make  out  three  separate  plats  and 
field  notes  of  each  survey  of  individuals.  And  that  he  will  complete  the  surveys,  plats,  and  dest-riptions 
an<l  calculations  as  aforesaid,  and  make  return  thereof,  toj;'ether  with  the  held  notes,  to  the  olliee  of  the 
surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  for  tlie  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  within  twelve 
months  from  the  date  hereof  on  penalty  of  forfeiture  and  payin-j;  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  if  default  be  inaile  in  any  of  the  forej^'oing'  conditions. 

And  the  said  William  Hector  covenants  and  ag-rees,  in  his  capacity  aforcsai<l,  that,  mi  tiie  completion 
of  the  work  in  manner  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Xii'holas  l!ij;-htor,  on  account  lA'  the  United 
States,  as  a  full  coni]iensation  for  the  whole  expense  of  surveyini;',  makin;^-  the  jdats,  descriptions,  and 
calculations  aforesaid,  three  dollars  per  mile  for  every  mile  and  part  of  a  mile  of  the  sectional  lines  and 
the  boundary  lines  of  such  of  the  surveys  of  individuals  as  the  laws  of  the  United  Statt's  provides  shall 
be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  that  shall  actually  be  surveyed  and  marked,  (random 
lines  and  offsets  not  included,)  provided  no  member  of  Congress  have  anj'  part  in  this  contract.  It  is 
expressly  understood  by  the  parties  to  this  ag-reement  that  the  said  Hightor  is  to  lay  (ilf  and  survey,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  those  claims  of  individuals  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ]jrovides  shall  be  surveyed 
at  the  expense  of  the  (daimants,  and  that  the  said  Kightor  agrees  to  look  to  and  collect  his  surve3'ingfees 
from  the  claimants  of  such  lands. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  parties  to  this  agreement  have  interchangeably  set  their  bands  and  seals 
the  day  and  vear  af  iresaid. 

WM.  RECTOR,      [r..  s.] 
N.   UKHITOR.       [i..  s.  I 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  (jf — 
J.  D.  PoTEET. 
IIeXRY  C.iSSIDY. 

Form  of  instructions  from  Wm.  Rector,  aurveijor  general,  to  a  deputy  surveyor  for  surveying  the  puhlic  lands 
to  connect  ivith  other  surveys,  and  with  authority  to  appoint  other  surveyors  in  the  event  of  inability  by 
sickness  of  such  deputy. 

Surveyor's  Office,  St.  Louis,  illay  "t,  1819. 

Sir:  On  the  Tth  day  of  January  last  Nicholas  Rightor  contracted  to  select,  lay  oft',  and  subdivide 
into  sections,  &c.,  eight  townships  of  land  lietween  the  St.  Francis  and  Arkansas  rivers,  and  south  of  the 
line  between  townships  Nos.  3  and  4  north  of  the  base  line.  This  line,  between  townslii])s  Nos.  3  and  4 
north  of  the  base  line,  is  the  south  boun<lary  of  the  district  which  you  l\y  your  contract  cif  this  day  have 
engaged  to  lay  oft'  and  survey.  It  is  probable  that  before  you  get  on  the  ground  Mr.  Rightor  will  have 
surveyed  the  line  between  townships  Xos.  3  and  4  north,  and  estalilished  corners  therein,  which  will  serve  as 
points  of  beginning  your  surveys.  But  in  case  ^Ir.  Rightor  does  not  survey  that  line  in  time  for  you  to 
start  your  surveys  from,  j-ou  will  survey  it  yourself;  in  order  to  do  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  commence 
in  the  base  line  at  the  corner  of  townships  Xos.  1  and  1  north  and  1  and  1  south,  of  ranges  Xos.  8  and  9 
west;  run  from  thence  north,  establishing  as  you  proceed  quarter  section,  section,  and  township  corners,  until 
you  arrive  at  and  establish  the  corner  of  townships  X'os.  3  and  3,  4  and  4  north,  ranges  X"os.  8  and  9  west,  from 
which  corner  j'ou  can  run  random  lines  both  cast  and  west  for  the  township  corners  already  established, 
and  correct  the  lines  back,  and  establish  quarter  section  and  sectional  corners  agreeably  to  the  instructions  for 
laj-ing  ofi' townships.  From  the  corner  of  townships.  Nos.  3  and  3, 4  and  4  north,  ranges  Nos.  6  and  7  west,  you 
will  run  duly  east,  establishing  as  you  proceed  quarter  section,  sectional  and  township  corners  until  you  inter- 
sect White  river.  You  will  then  proceed  to  lay  oft'  the  townships  agreeably  to  the  instructions  for  laying 
ofl'  townships  which  you  are  in  possession  of.  The  surveying  of  the  west  boundary  lines  of  j'our  district 
properly  belongs  to  the  deputy  surveyors,  who  will  work  west  of  you.  But  in  case  they  do  not  run  those 
lines  in  time  for  you  to  close  on,  you  will  survey  them  yourself  It  is  very  important  that  .you  complete 
your  contract  as  soon  as  possible.  Should  anything  happen  to  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  continue  to 
survey — I  mean  inability  by  sickness — you  will  endeavor  to  get  the  balance  of  j'our  work  done  by  some 
of  the  other  deputy  surveyors,  or  you  can  employ  some  other  person  who  understands  the  business  of 
surveying  public  lands,  and  are  men  of  good  and  respectable  moral  character,  (no  others,  however  well 
qualified,  will  be  permitted  to  survey  public  lands.)  But  should  this  be  the  case,  your  assistants,  before 
they  attempt  to  survey,  must  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  faithfully  and  impartially  to  execute  the  surveys 
they  may  be  employed  to  make  agreeably  to  my  instructions  to  deputy  surveyors,  (which  3'ou  will  furnish 
them  with,)  and  a  true  report  make  in  tlieir  field  notes. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  RECTOR. 

Charles  McPhersox,  Esc[.,  Deputy  Surveyor. 

P.  S. — In  closing  your  surveys  on  the  Cherokee  boundary  line  you  will  establish  and  mark  tlie  corners 
of  fractional  sections,  and  will  measure  to  the  nearest  mile  post  established  in  that  line,  so  as  to  show  an 
accurate  connexion  between  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  and  that  line. 

WM.  RECTOR. 


Form  of  agreement  between    William   Hector,   surveyor  general,   and  a  deputy  surveyor  for  surveying  the 

jyiiblic  lands. 

Articles  of  agreement  had,  made,  and  concluded  upon  this  seventh  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  William  Rector,  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  Territory,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
of  the  one  part,  and  Charles  McPherson  of  the  other  part,"  witnesseth:  That  the  said  McPherson,  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  terms,  provisions,  and  covenants  hereinafter  expressed,  and  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  thereof,  doth  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  William  Rector,  in  his  capacity- 
aforesaid,  that  he,  the  said  Charles  McPherson,  will  do  and  perform  the  following  surveying  agreeably  to 
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the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  sucli  instruction  as  niaj'  be  given  to  him  by  the  said  William  Rector, 
viz  :  He  will  lay  olT  and  survey  the  exterior  boundary-  lines,  and  establish  quarter  section  and  section 
corners  thereon,  nf  all  the  townsiiips  and  fractional  townships  included  within  tiie  following  bounds  and 
limits,  viz:  beginning  at  the  corner  of  townships  Nos.  3  and  3,  4  and  4  north  of  the  base  line,  of  ranges 
Nos.  7  and  8  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian  line;  thence  north  to  the  corner  of  townships  Nos.  1 
and  8  north,  ranges  Nos.  7  and  8  west;  thence  west  to  the  corner  of  townships  Nos.  7  and  8  north,  ranges 
Nos.  8  and  9  west;  thence  north  to  the  Clicrokee  Indian  boundary  line;  thence  with  said  Indian  boundary 
line  north  53  degrees  east  to  White  river;  thence  down  White  river  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  Nos. 
6  and  6  west;  thence  south  to  the  corner  of  townships  Nos.  8  and  8,  9  and  9  north,  ranges  Nos.  5  and  6 
west;  thence  east  to  White  river;  thence  down  that  river  to  the  line  between  ranges  Nos.  4  and  5  west; 
thence  south  with  that  line  to  the  corner  of  townships  Nos.  3  and  3,  4  and  4  nortii,  ranges  Nos.  4  and  5 
west;  thence  west  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  the  said  Charles  McPherson  further  covenants  and 
agrees,  that  after  he  shall  have  comi)leted  the  surveys  of  the  exterior  boundary  lines  of  townships  above 
mentioned,  that  he  will  select  out  of  the  aforesaid  townships  and  fractional  townships  not  less  than  six- 
teen townships,  nor  more  tiian  twenty  townsliips,  or  townships  and  fractional  townships,  equal  in  quantity 
of  land  to  twenty  complete  townships,  which  town.ships,  or  townships  and  fractional  townships,  to  be  so 
selected,  shall  consist  of  those  which  contain  the  largest  proportion  of  lands  tliat  is  fit  for  cultivation, 
which  said  townships  so  selected  he  will  survey  and  subdivide  into  sections,  and  will  establish  quarter 
sections  and  section  curners,  &c.  And  the  said  Charles  McPherson  further  covenants  and  agrees,  that  if, 
in  the  course  of  performing  the  surveys  aforesaid,  any  corner  shall  fall  (whether  of  a  township,  section, 
or  quarter  section)  within  any  prairie  where  bearing  trees  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  such  corner 
cannot  be  found,  then,  and  in  that  case,  and  in  all  such  cases,  he  will  erect  mounds  of  earth  or  sod  to 
perpetuate  such  corners;  the  mounds  to  be  at  least  two  feet  six  inches  high,  and  two  feet  six  inches 
diameter  at  the  base.  And  the  said  McPherson  further  covenants  and  agrees,  that  he  will  make  out  three 
neat  and  accurate  plats  and  descriptions  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  townships  and  fractional  townships 
which  he  shall  survey  as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  lines  thereof,  according  to  their  true  length  and  position. 
And  that  he  will  make  the  calculations  of  the  content  of  each  fractional  section,  and  set  it  down  on  the 
])lats  of  the  townships  and  fractional  townships.  And  that  he  will  complete  tjjc  surveys,  plats,  and 
descriptions  and  calculations  as  aforesaid,  and  make  return  thereof,  together  with  the  field  notes,  to  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  tlie  United  States  for  the  State  of  Illinois  ami  Territory  of  Missouri, 
within  seven  months  from  the  date  hereof,  on  penalty  of  forfeiture  and  paying  to  the  United  States  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  if  default  be  made  in  any  of  the  foregoing  conditions. 

And  the  said  William  Kcctor  covenants  and  agrees,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  that,  on  the  completion 
of  the  work  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Charles  McPherson,  on  account  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  whole  expense  of  surveying,  making  the  plats,  descrip- 
tions, and  calculations  aforesaid,  three  dollars  per  mile  for  every  mile  and  part  of  a  mile  that  shall 
actually  be  surveyed  and  marked,  (random  lines  and  offsets  not  included,)  provided  no  member  of  Con- 
gress liave  any  part  in  this  contract. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  parties  to  this  agreement  have  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  seals 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

WILLIAM  RECTOR.  [l.  s.^ 

CHARLES  Mcpherson,  [l.  s.' 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
Patrick  Lee,  jr. 


Lelle.r  of  instrudions  aiilhorizing  the  depidij  siirvei/ortt,  to  whom  it  im.s  adclres!<ed,  to  survey  other  -lands  than 
those  contained  in  their  contracts,  and  to  draw  for  funds,  &c.  Addressed  to  David  Nolan  and  Stephen 
Rector,  David. Deshler  and  Stephen  Rector,  and  to  Charles  McPherson. 

Surveyor's  Otfice,  St.  Louis,  August  12,  1819. 
Gentlemen:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  survey  and  subdivide  into  sections,  and  establish  corners 
for  quarter  sections,  all  the  townships  and  fractional  townships  the  exterior  boundary  lines  of  which  you, 
by  your  contract  with  me  of  May  8,  1819,  undertook  to  lay  off  and  survey.  For  that  part  of  this  surveying 
not  included  in  your  said  contract  you  will  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  United  States  the  same  fees 
per  mile  as  you  are  to  get  for  the  surveying  mentioned  in  your  contract;  provided,  the  surveys  shall  be 
correctly  executed  agreeable  to  the  instructions  with  which  you  have  been  furnished  by  this  office,  and 
you  do  make  the  necessary  and  usual  returns  tiiereof  to  this  office  on  or  before  December  8, 1819.  Should 
you  require  more  funds  to  enable  you  ti)  complete  the  above-mentioned  survej's,  you  are  hereby  authorized 
to  draw  on  me  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  payable  ten  days  after  sight. 


Form  of  agreement  between  William  Rector,  surveyor  general,  and  a  deputy  surveyor  for  surveying  the  public 

lands. 

Articles  of  agreement  had,  made,  and  concluded  upon  this  sixth  day  of  April,  in  the  j-ear  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  between  William  Rector,  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  W.  Conway  and  James  S.  Conway  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  That 
the  said  Henry  W.  Conway  and  James  S.  Conway,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  terms,  provisions,  and 
covenants  hereinafter  expressed,  and  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  doth  hereby  cove- 
nant and  agree  with  the  said  William  Rector,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  that  they,  the  said  Henry  W. 
Conwaj'  and  James  S.  Conway,  will  do  and  perform  tiic  following  surveying,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
L''nited  States  and  such  instructions  as  may  lie  given  to  them  by  the  said  William  Rector,  viz:  They  will 
lay  off  and  survey  the  exterior  boundary  lines,  and  survey  and  subdivide  into  sections,  and  establish 
corners  for  quarter  sections,  forty  townships  and  fractional  'townships,  equal  to  forty  complete  townships 
of  land,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  to  consist  in  part  of  townships  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  south  of  the 
base  line,  ranges  Nos.  17  and  18  west  of  the  5th  principal  meridian.  The  remaining  thirty  townships  to  be 
selected  and  surveyed  in  the  folluwing  described  townsliips   and  fractional  townships,  viz:   Townships 
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Now.  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  1(1,  ;ind  17  south  (or  to  tlio  Louisiana  iHiniidary)  of  tiic  lias(!  line,  ran<;-cs  N..s.  10  ami 
20  west;  townships  Nos.  1(1  and  H  south,  ranj^-cs  Nos.  21,  22,  and  215  west;  townsiiips  Ncis.  L")  :ind  L') 
Koutii,  rans-L's  Nos.  22  and  23  west;  townshi|is  Nos.  14,  15,  and  1(1  S(i\ilh,  ran,i;-(>s  Nos.  24  ami  2.'.  west  nl' 
the  ot'li  plTncipal  meridian,  all  north  of  Hii;-  lu'd  river;  townships  Nos.  12,  13,  14,  15,  1(1,  .■md  17  siniih  (.ir 
to  the  north  boundary  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  )  of  the  base  line,  raii.;;-es  Nus.  I,  2,  3,  4.  and  5  west  of  the 
5tii  principal  meridian;  townsiiips  No.s.  4,  5,  (1,  and  7  south.  ran.;:-es  Xos.  1,  2.  and  3  east  of  the  5th  prineipal 
meridian,  except  such  lines  or  parts  as  may  heretnfoii^  ha\i>  been  surveyed.  The  thirty  townships  so 
selected  must  be  those  townships  and  fractional  townships  wliirh  cnnlain  the  tiTiMtest  pinpnition  ol'  ;;-o,id 
land  and  tindiei'.  and  aie  brst  calcuhited  for  e.iinpael  sell  lenienls. 

And  tlie  said  Henry  \V  Conway  and  James  S.C. uiway  I'lntlii-i'  enxcienit  ami  a-rec,  that  if.  in  (lie 
course  (if  pi'ri'nrmin,;;-  llie  surveys  afiresaid,  any  corner  siiall  fall  (  wild  lier  of  a  township,  seeti.m,  or 
(piarter  section)  within  any  prairie  where  bearin.n'  trees  within  a  reasonable  ilistance  from  such  corner 
cannot  be  fonml,  then,  and'in  (hat  case,  and  in  all  such  cases,  they  wdl  ejvet  mounds  of  earth  or  soil  to 
jierpetiuite  such  C(.>rners;  the  mounds  to  be  at  least  two  feet  six  inches  hi;;-h,  and  two  feet  six  inches 
diameter  at  the  base.  And  the  said  Henry  \V.  Conway  and  James  S.  (Jonway  further  covenant  and 
an'ree,  that  they  will  make  out  three  neat  ami  acciu-ate  plats  ami  descri|iti(.ns  of  each  of  the  afbresaid 
town.s'hips  and  "fractional  townships  which  they  shall  survey  as  afiresaid,  with  all  tlir  lines  thereof, 
accordiui;-  to  their  true  len,i;-th  and  position.  And  nutans  shall  be  furnished  by  which  the  content  of  (■acli 
and  all  the  fractional  sections  can  be  calculated  and  ascertained,  and  that  they  will  make  the  calcidations 
of  the  content  of  each  fractional  section,  and  set  it  down  on  the  plats  of  tlie  townships  and  fractional 
townships.  And  that  they  will  complete  the  surveys,  plats,  and  descriptions  and  calculations  as  aforesaid, 
and  UKike  return  thereof  together  with  the  field  no'tes,  to  the  office  of  the  survej'or  of  lands  of  the  United 
States  for  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  within  twelve  nnuiths  from  the  date 
hereof,  on  penalty  of  forfeiture  and  paying  to  the  Unit<'d  States  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars  if 
default  be  made  in  any  of  the  foregoing  conditions. 

And  the  said  William  Rector  covenants  and  agrees,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  tliat,  on  the  completion 
of  the  work  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Henry  AV.  Conway  and  Jame.s  S. 
ConvN-ay,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  as  a  full  compensation  f  )r  the  whole  expense  of  surveying, 
making  the  plats,  descriptions,  and  calculations  aforesaid,  three  dollars  per  mile  for  every  mile  and  part 
of  a  niile  that  shall  actually  be  surveyed  and  marked,  (random  lines  and  offsets  not  included,)  provided 
no  member  of  Congress  have  any  part  in  this  contract. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  parties  to  this  agreement  liave  interchangeably  set  their  lumds  and  seals 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 


Signed,  scaled,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of- 

JOHN  D.   POTEKT. 

F.  R.  Conway. 


HENRY  W.  CONWAY,  [seal.] 
JAMES  S.  CONWAY.  [seal.] 
WM.  RECTOR.  [seal.] 


18th  Congress.]  N"o.   424.  [1st  Session. 

EXEMPTION  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  FP.OM  TAXATION  AFTER  SALE  IN  INDIANA. 

COMMCXICATED    TO    THE    SENWTE    MARCH    8,     1824. 

Mr.  Bartox,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  liaving  had  under  consideration  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  asking  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of  that 
part  of  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  which  all  public  lands 
sold  in  that  State  after  December  1,  1816,  were'exempted  from  taxation  by  the  State  for  tiie  term  of 
five  years  after  the  sale  thereof,  made  the  tVdlowing  report: 

By  the  general  regulations  for  the  sale  of  the  United  States  lands,  passed  May  10,  1800,  the  United 
States  reserved  a  reversionary  interest,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  all  lauds  bj'  them  sold.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  term,  if  the  lands  sold  were  not  fully  paid  for,  they  might,  in  the  manner  described  in 
those  regulations,  revert  absolutely  to  the  LTnited  States,  although  during  that  term  the  purchaser  had  an 
estate  in  the  lands  purchased,  (subject  to  the  reversion,)  which  might  have  been  taxed  bj"  the  State  in 
•which  they  lie  if  no  compact  to  the  contrary  had  been  made. 

To  guai'd  this  reversionary  interest  from  the  embarrassments  that  might  have  been  created  by  the 
State.3  exercising  the  right  of  taxation,  and  to  prevent  the  debtors  of  the  United  States  friim  being  rendered 
less  able  to  pay  for  their  lands,  the  United  States  required,  as  one  of  the  conditions  to  the  propositions 
made  to  the  several  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississijipi,  Liuiisiana,  and  Alabauni,  in  the 
respective  acts  authorizing  them  to  form  their  constitutions,  that  they  should  provide  by  ordinances 
irrevocable,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  that  all  lands  sold  by  the  Uniteil  States,  within  the  limits  of 
those  several  States,  after  the  times  linuted  in  said  acts  respectively,  should  be  exempt  from  any  taxation 
under  the  authority  of  those  particular  States  during  the  term  of  five  years.  With  this  condition  each  of 
the  States  complied. 

Afterwards,  by  an  act  passed  April  24,  1820,  Congress,  among  other  things,  abolished  the  system  of 
credit  in  the  sales  of  public  lands  made  after  the  first  of  July  of  that  year. 

LTpi.ui  this  event,  the  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  every  reason  which  induced  that  condition 
ceased;  that  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  after  July  1,  1820,  being  absolutely  private  property, 
became  taxable  of  right  by  the  States  in  which  they  lie;  and  that  a  proper  case  had  then  occurred  in 
which  to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of  so  much  of  those  compacts  as  provide  for  the 
exemption  in  question,  as  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  anticipated  and  provided  for  by  the  several  acts 
authorizing  the  formation  of  those  States,  and  the  ordinances  passed  by  their  conventions. 

That  the  enhancement  of  the  value  of  public  lands  was  not  the  object  of  Congress  in  requiring  those 
exemptions  from  taxation,  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  no  such  exemption  has  ever  been  attached  to  the 
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sale  of  lands  in  the  several  Territories  of  the  United  States,  neither  before  nor  since  the  adotion  of  the 
enumerated  States  into  the  Union.  Yet,  as  the  compacts  in  that  respect  were  not  revoked  in  point  of 
fact,  but  remained  in  force  to  the  present  time;  and  as  the  exemption  from  taxation  may  have  entered 
into  the  inducement  to  the  purcliase  of  lands  heretofore  sold  under  it,  the  committee  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  propose  any  change  in  those  compacts  tiiat  may  aifect  lands  heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States. 

But,  believing  that  every  reason  for  such  exemptions  has  ceased  with  regard  to  the  United  States. 
and  that  great  inequality  and  injustice  are  produced  in  those  individual  States  bj'  the  unequal  burdens 
imposed  on  that  class  of  their  citizens  who  purchased  before  the  formation  of  their  respective  constitutions, 
and  that  class  who  purchased  since;  and  also  bj'  a  great  diminution  of  the  revenues  of  tliose  States  after 
it  has  ceased  to  be  necessary,  or  even  useful  to  the  United  States,  the  committee  submit  a  bill  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  revocation  of  so  much  of  the  said  ordinances  as  establishes  the  exemptions 
complained  of  by  tlic  State  of  Indiana  on  her  part,  so  far  as  they  may  affect  lands  hereafter  to  be  sold  by 
the  United  States.  . 


18th  Coxgress.]  No.   425.  [1st  Session. 

LAND    FOR    THE    USE    OF    SCHOOLS    IN    OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATS    MARCH    23,   1824. 

Benohvd  by  the  general  asi<emhly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress 
be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  jirocure  the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  legislature  of  this 
State  to  select  and  locate  so  much  of  the  public  lands  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  part  of  the  State 
called  tiie  "  Connecticut  Reserve  "  as  shall,  together  with  such  lands  as  have  heretofore  been  set  apart  as 
an  equitable  proportion  for  that  section  of  said  reserve  lying  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  be  equal  in 
quantity  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  in  said  reserve;  and  also  so  much  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  use  of  schools  within  the  tract  called  the  Virginia  Military  Reservation  as  will  be  equal  to  one  thirty- 
sixth  part,  agreeably  to  the  original  compact  between  this  State  and  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of 
our  senators  and  representatives  iu  Congress. 

JOSEPH  RICHARDSON, 
•  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rej)resentatives. 

ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 

Sjxaker  of  the  Senate. 
January  22,  1824. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  23,  1824. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  correct  copies  of  the  original  rolls  remaining  in  this  office. 

JER.  M'LENE,  Secretary  of  State. 


18th  Congress.]  No.   426.  [1st  Session. 

SURVEY    AND    DISPOSITION    OP    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    24,    1824. 

General  Land  Office,  March  23,  1824. 

Sir:  I  enclose  two  tables  or  statements,  marked  Nos.  1  and  2.  No.  1  contains  a  statement,  in 
columns,  of  the  quantity  of  land  which  has  been  surveyed,  the  estimated  quantity  which  has  been  sur- 
veyed and  remaining  unsold,  and  the  estimated  quantity  to  be  surveyed  in  each  district;  also  the  amount 
of  money  due  from  individuals  to  the  government  December  31,  1820,  and  September  30,  1821  and  1822, 
respectively. 

Table  No.  2  contains  a  statement  of  the  land  sold,  and  amount  of  jjurchase  money  under  the  credit 
and  cash  systems,  respectively;  the  total  amount  of  both  in  each  land  district  and  State  separately;  and 
also  the  quantity  of  land  relinquished  under  the  act  of  1821,  with  the  amount  for  which  it  sold. 

These  statements  have  been  njade  as  accurately  as  the  materials  at  present  in  this  office  will  admit. 

The  relative  quantities  of  the  lands  surveyed,  those  surveyed  and  unsold,  and  those  estimated  to 
be  unsurvcyed  in  each  land  district,  vary  daily  with  the  progress  of  the  surveys  and  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands. 

The  amount  of  lands  "unsurveyed"  is  founded  upon  actual  returns  to  this  office,  and  excludes  school 
lands  and  those  private  conlirmed  claims  which  have  been  surveyed  and  returned.  The  lands  "surveyed 
and  unsold"  and  the  lands  "unsurveyed"  are  estimated  quantities,  as  we  know  that  large  quantities  of 
lands  are  surveyed,  the  township  plats  of  which  have  not  yet  been  returned  to  this  office,  particularly  in 
the  land  districts  containing  private  conlirmed  claims;  those  claims  not  being  in  many  cases  surveyed, 
and,  if  surveyed,  not  being  connected  with  the  public  surveys  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  surveyor 
general  to  make  out  the  township  plats  accurately. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  furnishing  you  with  these  statements,  but  it 
has  been  unavoidable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  RuFus  King. 
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No.  1. — S/atcment  e.rhihUinrj  the  quantili/  of  land  surveyed,  the  quantity  remaining  to  be  sold,  and  the  probable 
quantiti/  remainim/  to  be  sunvi/ed ;  also  the  balances  due  from  indiriduals  December  30,  1820,  and 
Sej>tem'ber  30,  1821-22. 


Land  district. 
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Esliniatcil  (luniilily  of  land  re- 
niaiiiiiic  to  be  siirvcyrd. 


OHIO. 

Marietta,  including  rcsen'ed  sections 

in  the  Ohio  Company's  purchase 

Zanesville 

Steuben  vilte 

Chilicothe 

Cincinnati 

Woostcr 

Piqua 

Delaware 


JelTersonville 
Vincennes. .. 
Terre  Haute. 
Brookville. .. 
Fort  W.ayne . 


ILLINOIS. 


Kasl 


Sliawneetown 

Edwardsville 

District  north  of  Edwardsville  . 

Vandalia 

Palestine 


MICHIGAN  TKRRITORY. 


Detroit  . 
Southern  district. 


St.  Louis 

Howard  county.. 
Cape  Girardeau.. 
Western  district . 


LOUISIANA. 

Northern  district 

Southwestern  district 

Southeasteni  district 

St.  Helena  Court-House. . 


ARKANSAS    TERRITORY. 

Lawrence  county,  i  after   deducting  i 
Arkansas  county.,  i  inilitarv  lands.  1 


MISSISSIPPI. 

West  of  Pearl  river 

Choctaw  district 

Jackson  Court-House  .... 


ALABAMA. 


St.  Stephen's  district. 

Cahaba 

Huntsville 

Tuscaloosa 

Conecuh  county 


6.V2,8»n 
1, 639, -MO 
l,W-2,g(J4 
a,0-ii,70T 

3,-ii:i..vi| 

1.234..'i(10 

a.;i6.">,.w9 

a,  031,7111 
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4,424,1)84 
a.  600,  .384 
a, 198,622 
1,228,622 

2,035,840 
3, 183, 139 
3,  .565, 9.i6 
1,330,311 
3,530,450 
3,861,661 

2,947.809 
903. 369 

3,817.082 
3.444.506 
6,886,651 
1,934,071 

590,395 

1,405,440 

222,240 


3,895,4.j3 
3,131,716 

2,915,097 
2,041.468 
3,096,697 


9,577.022 
5,958,400 
5.801,600 
3.920.000 
2, 800, 000 


I04,a40,500 


.^crcs. 

.'i0n,ii3 

709,492 

418,833 

1,027,015 

752,632 

347,097 

2,344,736 

1,802.106 

1,. we.  770 
3,187,147 
2,465,210 
1,712,136 
1,328,623 


1,737,933 
3,696,723 
3,046,272 
1.330,311 
3,518.538 
3,838,765 

3,763,431 
Xo  sales  up  to 
the  soullrii 

3,401,269 
2,985,933 
6,845,487 
1,934,071 

587,448 

1,40,1,440 

322, 240 


3,871.966 
3,130,589 

1,791,965 
2,035,631 


4,877,243 


4,621,284 
4,671,849 
3,662,990 
2.799,518 


86,828,194 


In  each  dis- 
trict. 
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$90,777  47 
.370, 893  44 
2.57,810  63 
314,82.5  94 
994,844  19 
497,857  77 


564,480  j  }     1,046,27: 
481,793  J  


909,752  45 
1,304,416  18 


1,332,480 
1,893,160 
459,364  '  j 


3,683,904 


490. 163  36 
734, 812  85 
537.034  24 


8,266,742 
above  date  at 
land  office. 

999,530 
4,999,680 
7,165,440 
1,989,330 

8,862,560 
9,907,680 
9,551,740 
3,323,520 


8,966,742 


15,467,730 


856,737  21 
1,504,119  76 


23,945,500 


9,038,720 

3,807,360  ,  )    12,8-16,080  [ 
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3,128,330     t     5,133,952 
3,005,632    J  


972,023  38 


1,690,304  '1 


!■      1,690,304 


1,298,724  44 
3,916,887  24 
6,014,073  87 


71,066,724 


71,066,794       31,173,489  87 


$59,426  70 
270,591  81 
17.5,038  77 
197,716  63 
685,834  07 
290,515  64 


633,429  47 
810,290  76 


234,991  56 
468, 100  48 
253,498  12 


61,320  82 


497,7.52  77 
415,834  32 


74,387  11 


7&),690  98 
3.538,774  41 
2,805,335  97 


11,957,430  39 


c;    o    i    c  c» 


.$43,641  .50 
193,196  73 
131,350  39 
1.53,0.50  16 
.536, 818  00 
214,814  09 


543,  .547  78 
670.367  .50 


204,485  04 
429,690  14 
207,127  61 


50,584  82 


395,996  80 
338,112  07 


684,093  50 


739,746  81 
2,260,970  94 
2,760,710  96 


10,  ,544, 454  16 


Estimated  quantity  surveyed , 104,340,500  acres. 


Do unsold . 


Difference  in  quantity  sold 

To  which  add  sales  at  New  Orleans,  not  included. 


Also  fractions  not  taken  into  view. 


86,838,194 


17,493,743 
23 


Makes  tlie  quantity,  as  e.vliibited  in  the  statements  of  land  sold 17,4^2,766 


The  quantity  of  land  exhibited  as  surveyed  and  remaining  unsold  in  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana  is  the  amount  of  the  lots  surveyed  (agree- 
ably to  the  ancient  Spanish  and  Frencii  custom)  on  the  rivers  bayous,  and  water-courses,  between  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  the  river  Achafalia,  which 
lands  have  been  since  proclaimed  for  sale.  The  quantity  exhibited  as  sold  in  that  district,  in  statement  No.  3,  (viz.,  80,437  64  acres,)  is  the  amount  of  the 
back  concessions  and  pre-emption  rights,  of  which  no  returns  of  survey  have  yet  been  made  ;  their  total  quantity  cannot  even  be  estimated.  Hence  their 
amount  is  not  included  in  the  column  of  surveys. 

For  the  two  districts  of  Michigan  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  quantity  of  land  remaining  unsold  is  stated  in  the  aggregate.  The  reason  of  this  is, 
that  the  soutliern  district  was  partly  formed  out  of  the  Detroit  district;  and  the  quantity  sold  at  the  land  otfice  at  Detroit,  in  those  townships  now  attached 
t'  the  southern  district,  cannot  readily  be  discriminated. 

The  quantity  of  land  remaining  unsold  in  the  district  of  Jackson  Court-House,  in  Mississippi,  and  the  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  in  .Mabania,  is  also 
Stat'  d  in  the  aggregate,  for  the  reason  that  the  former  named  district  was  formed,  in  part,  by  attaching  to  it  all  the  lands  in  the  old  district  of  St.  Stejihcn's 
which  lie  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  quantity  of  land  exhibited  as  surveyed  in  the  district  of  Jackson  Court-House  is  only  that  portion  of  the  former 
district  of  St.  Stephen's  attached  thereto.    No  surveys  have  been  received  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude  in  either  of  those' distnets. 
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18th  Congress.]  No.    427.  [2d  Session. 

.M  I  L  I  T  A  R  Y   BOUNTY    LANDS. 

COMJIL'NIC.WED  TO  CONGRESS,   BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,   DECEMBER  t,    1824. 

Department  of  War,  Section  of  Bovnty  Lands,  December  3,  1824. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  herewith  hand  you  abstracts  A  and  B.     The  first  exhibiting 
a  statement  of  the  transactions  of  tliis  office  from  its  commencement  to  November  22,  1824;  the  second  a 
report  of  tiic  business  of  the  office  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1824. 
I  liave  the  lionor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  STEUART,  Clerk. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  ^Secretary  of  War. 


A. 

Abdract  of  the  number  of  warrants  issued  for  niilUary  bounty  lands,  for  services  in  the  late  war,  up  to  November 

22,  1824,  inclusive,  viz : 

1.  Authori7,ed  by  the  act  of  December  24,  1811,  and  January  11,  1812 25,347 

2.  Authorized  by  the  act  of  February  6,  1812 129 

3.  Authorized  by  tlie  act  of  December  10,  1814 1,017 

4.  Authorized  by  tlie  act  of  March  5,  1816 268 

Total  number  of  warrants  of  these  cases 26,761 

Number  of  warrants  of  the  first  and  second  description,  25,476  of  160  acres  each 4,076,160 

Number  of  warrants  of  the  thiud  description,  1,017  of  320  acres  each 325,440 

4,401,600 
Number  of  warrants  of  the  fourth  description,  268,  (Canadian  volunteers) 74,032 

4,475,632 

N.  B. — In  this  class  of  claims  officers  received  land  in  different  proportion  from  privates. 

Return  of  claims  included  in  the  above  statement  which  have  been  deposited  in  this  office  since  the  war,  viz  : 
Discharges  and  posthumous  claims „ .  32,122 

Whereof,  number  admitted  for  which  -warrants  issued  under  the  first,  second,  and 

third  class 26,493 

Number  returned  to  the  applicants  for  further  evidence,  or  definitively  rejected 5,155 

Number  remaining  on  file  waiting  further  evidence 474 

32,122 

Return  of  "  Canadian  volunteer"  claims  deposited  in  the  office  since  March  5,  1816 436 

Number  admitted  on  which  warrants  have  been  granted . , 268 

Number  rejected  not  entitled  to  land 40 

Number  still  remaining  on  file  awaiting  further  evidence  of  service,  &c 128 

436 

The  number  of  claims  for  five  years'  half-pay  pension,  in  lieu  of  bounty  land,  under  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  granting  that  option,  that  have  been  deposited  in  the  office  from  April 
16,  1816,  the  date  of  the  first  act,  to  March  4,  1822,  the  day  of  the  expiration  of  the  third 
and  last  act,  are 1,631 

Disposed  of  as  follows,  viz: 

Admitted,  and  certificates  sent  to  the  Pension  oflSce 1,184 

Rejected,  not  being  entitled  to  that  option 429 

Suspended  until  it  can  be  ascertained  to  what  regiment  the  soldier  was  attached.  ...  18 

1,631 

The  number  of  claims  for  revolutionary  bounty  land  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
passed  since  the  burning  of  the  War  Office  in  the  year  1801  that  have  been  deposited 
in  the  office  are 5,622 
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Disposed  (if  as  follows,  viz: 

Number  admitted  for  wliieli  warrants  iiav<'  lieen  issued 

Number  rejeeted  not  being-  entitled  t.i  land,  or  which  liad  been  i.revinusly  satisfied.  . 

Nundier  remaining  on  iile  awaitin;.;-  additional  duruments  uv  authority  to  reeeipt  tor 

the  warrants 


WuiraiilK  i!<!<itf(l  siiicr  Apt  il,  ISUo,  uicliulcd  in  llir  almrr  sliiliiiuiil. 

1st  class,  to  major  o-enerals 3,  of  1,1()U  acres  each 3,300 

2d  class,  to  brigadier  generals 3,  of      S.OO  acres  each  ....  2,o50 

3d  class,  to  colonels 8,  of      500  acres  each ....  4,000 

4th  class,  to  lieutenant  colonels,  hospital  surgeons,  &c 14,  of      450  acres  each G,300 

5th  class,  to  majors  and  regimental  surgeons, 22,  of      400  acres  each ....  8,800 

6th  class,  to  captains  and  surgeons'  mates 99,  of      300  acres  each ....  29,700 

Ith  class,  to  lieutenants  and  adjutants 91,  of      200  acres  each 18,200 

Sth  class,  to  ensigns 13,  of      150  acres  each  ....  I,9o0 

>Jth  class,  to  privates ^l^,  "1'      1^0  acres  each  .  .  .  .  81,^00 

1,070                        Acres 156,500 


WILLIAM  M.  STEUART,  Clerk. 
Department  of  AV.\r,  Stxtion  of  Buuiity  Lmuh,  December  3,  1824. 


B. 

Abstract  of  the  number  of  icarrants  igxued  for  mililary  bounty  lands,   for  services  in   the  late   war,  from 
November  22,  1823",  to  November  22,  1824,  inclusive,  viz: 

1.  Authorized  by  the  act  of  December  24,  1811,  and  January  11,  1812 190 

2.  Authorized  by  the  act  of  February  6,  1 8 1 2 2 

3.  Authorized  by  the  act  of  December  10,  1814 "J 

199 

Number  of  warrants  of  the  first  and  second  description,  192,  of  160  acres  each 30,720 

Number  of  warrants  of  the  third  description,  7,  of  320  acres  each 2,240 

32,960 


Belurn  of  claims  ichich  have  been  deposited  in  the  office  from   October  1,   1823,  to  September  30,  1824, 

inclusive,  viz: 

Discharges,  &c 398 

Ou  file  at  date  of  last  report 606 


1,004 


Whereof,  number  admitted,  for  which  warrants  issued 205 

Number  returned  to  the  applicants  for  further  evidence,  or  rejected 325 

Remaining  on  file  awaiting  further  evidence  of  service,  &c 474 

1,004 


The  "Canadian  volunteer"  claims  still  remain  suspended,  awaiting  further  evidence  of  service,  &c. 

The  claims  for  five  years'  half-pay  pension,  in  lieu  of  bounty  lands,  also  remain  suspended,  awaiting 
proof  of  service,  &c. 

The  number  of  revolutionary  claims  on  file  at  the  date  of  the  last  report  were 123 

Received  from  October  1,  1823,  to  September  30,  1824,  inclusive 218 


341 


Disposed  of  as  follows,  viz: 

Rejected,  not  being  entitled  to  land,  or  which  had  been  previous!}'  satisfied 202 

Admitted    as    being  entitled,   but   awaiting  additional  documents   or  authority  to 

receipt  for  the  warrants 1 ' 

Suspended  and  still  on  file ^J 

Warrants  issued  (amounting  to  4,650  acres) 25 


341 
WM.  M.  STEUART,  Clerk. 


Department  of  War,  Section  of  Bounty  Lands,  December  3,  1824. 
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18th  Congress.]  No.   428.  [2n  Session. 

s u i;  V E  Y s  X  ()  i; t  ii  a x d  s o  u tii  of  red  river. 

C0JI.MUXIC.1TED  TO  THE  llOUsE  OF  RErRESE.VT.VTIVES  DECEMBER  27,    1824. 

Treasury  Department,  December  24,  1824. 
Sir:  In  nlKMlicnco  to  a  rcsdlutidii  of  tlie  House  of  lioprosentatives  of  the  14th  instant,  requirinp;  tlie 
Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  to  infdi'iii  "llie  House  of  tlie  causes  which  liavo  retarded  the  surveying  of  the 
public  lands  north  and  soutli  nf  ri<'il  river;  whether  the  said  surveys  are  ))rog'ressing-;  at  what  time  the 
said  public  lands  will  bo  ready  for  sale;  and  whether  any  further  legislative  measures  are  necessary," 
I  have  the  honor  tn  submit  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  together  with  four 
}iapers,  marked  A,  B,  C,  I),  wdiich  contain  all  the  information  re(juired  by  the  rescjlution. 
I  have  the  honor  to  lie  j'our  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  II.  CRAWFORD, 
lion.  II.  Clav,  Speaker  Hou^e  of  Representatives. 


General  Land  Office,  Washington,  December  11,  1824. 

Sir:  In  coni|iliaiice  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  14th  of  this  month, 
in  the  following  words:  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  inform  this  House  of 
the  causes  which  have  delayed  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  the  district 
south  and  north  of  the  Red  river,  in  Louisiana;  whether  the  said  surveys  are  progressing,  and  if  not, 
what  are  the  reasons;  at  what  time  the  said  public  lands  will  be  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  sale; 
and  if  any  further  legislation  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  bringing  of  said  public  lands  into  market," 
and  which  has  been  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  to  state  that  the  great  body  of  the  lands  lying  in  the 
districts  north  and  sc.iuth  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  consist  of  i)iney  barrens  and  extensive 
jirairies;  that  the  valuable  lands  are  confined  principally  to  the  margins  of  water-courses  emptying  into 
the  Mississippi  swamp  and  the  swamp  itself.  This  latter  description  of  lands,  except  where  the  water- 
courses approach  the  prairies,  are  alluvial  lauds,  covered  with  cane  and  other  growths,  which  make  them 
very  difficult  to  survey.  Of  the  piney  barrens  and  prairie  lands,  large  quantities  have  been  surveyed, 
and  so  small  a  portion  of  them  has  been  sold  that  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  suspend,  for  the  present, 
the  surveying  of  this  description  of  lands. 

The  lands  adjacent  to  the  water-courses  being  valuable,  the  private  claims  are  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  and  occupy  a  very  great  portion  of  tliem;  the  only  salable  lands,  therefore,  belonging  to 
the  government  in  these  land  districts,  with  very  slight  exceptions,  and  which  it  is  at  present  desirable  to 
bring  into  market,  is  that  portion  of  this  description  of  lands  which  is  interspersed  among  and  free  from 
private  claims. 

The  surveys  of  these  lands  cannot  be  completed,  nor  can  any  sale  of  them  take  place  until  all  the 
private  claims  are  located  and  surveyed. 

The  causes  which  have  retarded  and  arrested  the  surveying  of  the  private  claims  are  various.  The 
following  are,  Imwever,  some  of  the  most  prominent: 

The  renewal  and  extension  of  the  several  acts  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  tlicse  districts, 
and  the  revival  of  the  Jlfth  section  of  the  act  of  1811  relative  to  what  is  termed  back  or  double  concessions 
by  the  acts  of  1820  and  1823.  From  the  year  1804  until  the  present  time,  with  a  short  interval,  the  several 
acts  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  have  made  it  impracticable  to  close  the  township  plats  within 
which  there  were  jirivate  claims  in  the  district  south  of  the  Red  river,  in  Louisiana;  and  these  causes 
only  ceased  to  operate  in  the  district  north  of  the  Red  river  in  1823.  The  period  for  entering  back  con- 
cessions expired  only  in  August  last.  These  causes,  in  themselves,  satisfactorily  account  for  the  delay, 
and  show  the  legal  impediment  to  the  completion  of  the  township  plats,  in  which  there  were  private  claims, 
and  the  cousei]ucnt  impracticability  of  bringing  into  market  the  public  lands  lying  within  such  townships. 
(See  paper  marked  A.) 

Although  these  causes  satisfactorily  account  for  the  impracticability  of  bringing  into  market  the 
public  lands  interspersed  among  the  private  claims,  yet  that  progress  which  the  public  had  a  right  to 
expect  in  surveying  the  private  and  public  lands  thus  situated  has  not  been  made,  and  which,  even  under 
existing  ditKculties,  ought  to  have  been  made.  This,  among  other  causes,  may  be  attributable  to  the  death 
of  the  surveyor.  Colonel  Freeman,  in  1823,  and  the  dismissal  of  his  successor  last  spring;  and,  up  to  the 
present  time,  the  progress  of  these  surveys  are  arrested  by  attempts  to  locate  fraudulent  claims  and  to 
make  improper  locations  of  claims  that  may,  perhai>s,  have  been  properly  recommended  for  confirmation. 

It  is  believed  that  the  reports  of  the  land  officers  at  New  Orleans,  dated  November  20,  1816, 
and  January  6,  1821,  and  that  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  north  of  Red  river,  dated  January 
1,  1821,  include  and  recommend  for  confirmation  many  fraudulent  claims,  and  claims  not  entitled  to 
confirmation,  and  which  claims  were  confirmed  on  their  reports.  Some  of  the  claims  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  register  at  X'ew  Orleans  have,  I  understand,  been  admitted  to  be  fraudulent,  and  I  refer  to 
tlie  enclosed  papers  (marked  B)  for  the  information  in  relation  to  some  of  the  other  cases  alluded  to.  From 
information  received  at  this  office,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  similar  and  equally  unfounded 
claims  have  been  filled  with  the  register  at  Opelousas,  whose  report,  as  required  by  the  act  of  1820,  has 
not  yet  been  returned. 

The  experience,  talents,  and  indefatigable  industry  of  the  present  surveyor,  Mr.  Davis,  aflbrd  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  surveying  of  the  public  and  jjrivate  claims  in  the  districts  south  and  north  of 
Red  river,^  in  Louisiana,  will  progress  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  difficulties  inherent  to  this  portion 
of  his  difficulties  will  permit;  and  it  is  believed  that  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  lying  on  the  Mississippi 
and  Red  river,  in  the  district  north  of  that  river,  will  be  prepared  for  sale  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year.  Surveys  for  part  of  these  lands  have  lately  been  returned  to  this  office  and  may  be  jjroclaimed  for 
sale  at  any  time  that  may  be  deemed  expedient. 
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Althoiic,-li  it  would  seem  that  the  causes  whicli  dehiycd  the  surveys  of  Ihe  jiuMic  hinds  and  jirivato 
claims  iji  the  districts  south  and  nortii  of  Red  river  may  l-'C  attribiitalih-.  to  a  eeitain  extent,  to  |ir.]hin,i;-ed 
lei;-islation,  yet  further  leg'islativo  provisions  may  he  deemed  necessary. 

15v  an' act  passed  May  11,  1S20,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  fir  the  ailjnstnu'nt 
of  the'land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  the  rcg'ister  of  the  land  oflice  at  Opelousas  was  ic(piiri.Ml  to 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all  the  claims  filed  with  him  in  pursuance  of  that  act,  with  his 
opinion  thereon,  by  January  1,  1821.  'Many  claims  nnd(>r  that  act  were  filed  with  thi'  ref^ister,  liut  he 
omitted  to  make  any  report  in  relation  to  them  while  in  ofiice,  and  his  successor  cduld  not  leg-ally  make 
such  reiiort.  A  letter,  however,  a.  copy  of  which  (marked  C)  is  tiansniitted,  was  addressed  to  the  present 
re"-ister  from  this  office  re(piestin,L;-  him  to  make  the  report,  witli  a  view  to  sulmiit  it  to  Cong-ress.  Should 
this  report  not  be  received  in  time  to  be  acteil  upon  this  session,  it  will  be  necessary  to  nudvc  some  lc,c,-is- 
lative  provision  for  the  case. 

The  act  of  April  31,  ISOl'i,  provides  for  the  appointment  of  two  principal  deputy  surveyors  with  a 
salarv  of  $500  each,  and  certain  fees  of  office,  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  and  the  act  of  .Mandi  3,  1819, 
provides  for  an  additional  ])rincipal  duty. 

This  orc,-anization  of  the  surveyin>;-  department  in  Louisiana  was  suj;-}j:ested  with  a  view  of  accom- 
modating- the  private  claimants  and  facilitating  the  surveying-  and  patenting  of  their  lands.  If,  however, 
we  are  to  judge  from  results,  it  seems  not  to  have  been  a  happy  one.  A  similar  organization  of  the 
surveying-  department  exists  now  in  no  other  State;  and  in  every  other  State  or  Territory  where  there 
have  been  private  claims,  (and  they  extend  to  all,)  there  has  been  no  such  delay  and  difficulties  incident  to 
the  surveying-  and  patenting-  of  the  private  claims  as  have  occurred  in  Louisiana. 

Previous  to  my  coming  into  office  no  patent  had  been  issued  on  any  private  confirmed  claim  in  that 
State;  and  since  1  came  into  this  office,  notwithstanding- my  attention  was  early  drawn  to  the  subject, 
but  two  patents  have  been  issued,  and  one  of  them  was  on  a  claim  improperly  recommended  for  confirmation, 
and  improperly  patented,  it  appearing,  subsequent  to  the  issuing  of  the  patent,  that  it  covered  reser-ved 
])ublic  lands  occupied  for  public  uses.  This  orgam'zation  of  the  department  has  a  tendency  to  divide 
responsibility  and  to  lessen  that  of  the  surveyor  for  the  district,  to  whom  alone  this  office  can  look  for  the 
due  execution  of  all  the  surveying-  within  his  district.  It  is  suggested,  therelbre,  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  whether  these  ofdces  ought  not  to  be  abolished.  So  far  as  they  are  depositories  of  the 
surveys  and  field  notes,  they  may  occasionally  aflord  accommodation  to  individuals.  The  paper  marked 
D  contains  an  extract  of  a  fetter  from  me  to  the  surveyor  (Mr.  Davis)  on  this  subject,  with  his  answer. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

The  SECRET.iRY  of  the  D-easiiri/. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Levin  Wailes,  esq.,  surveyor  south  of 

the  State  of  Tennessee,  dated 

"General  Land  Office,  September  12,  1823. 

"  The  general  object  of  my  instructions  to  yon  has  been  to  expedite,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  sur- 
veying of  all  that  part  of  your  district  which  is  in  any  way  connected  with  the  surveying-  of  private 
confirmed  claims,  and  not  to  authorize,  at  present,  the  surveying  of  any  townships  unconnected  with  such 
claims  other  than  those  which  you  had  been  instructed  to  survey  previous  to  my  comnninications.  You 
are  authorized,  however,  to  contract  for  the  surveying  of  any  of  the  lands  which  you  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  survey,  under  my  former  instructions,  on  bayous,  lakes,  &.C.,  and  in  conformity  to  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  March  3,"  1811."' 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  George  Davis,  esq.,  surveyor  general 

Washington,  Mississippi,  dated  June  30,  1824. 

"  In  relation  to  the  views  of  this  office  as  it  rt?spects  the  surveying  of  public  lands,  private  claims, 
and  back  concessions,  in  your  surveying  district,  I  must  refer  you  to  and  request  your  perusal  of  the 
letters  addressed  by  me  to  Mr.  Wailes,  of  "the  following  dates:  1823,  July  18,  27;  August  19,  28;  September 
8,  (circular,)  September  12;  November  12,  11;  December  19  and  31;  1824,  January  10,  12,  30;  March  4; 
April  1.     To  no  one  of  these  letters  has  a  direct  answer  been  given,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  by  Mr.  Wailes. 

"  The  principal  object  of  these  communications,  and  it  is  one  to  which  I  must  call  your  particular 
attention,  was  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  surveys  of  the  private  claims  and  back  concessions  in 
Louisiana,  and  to  connect  those  heretofore  made  with  the  township  lines,  where  such  have  been  or  are 
intended  to  be  run,  in  order  that  the  necessary  returns  may  be  made  to  this  office,  on  which  patents  could 
be  issued.  In  accomplishing  this,  all  the  residuary  public  lands  adjacent  to  and  interspersed  among  the 
private  claims  would  be  as^i-ertained  and  prepared  for  sale.  These  surveys  will  include  nearly  alHhe 
good  lands  in  every  land  district  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  which  is  at  present  desirable  to  bring  into 
market,  with  the  exception  of  the  lands  lying  immediately  on  the  Mississippi  above  Natchez  and  extending 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State!^  the  surveying  of  which,  it  is  presumed,  is  nearly  it'  not  quite 
completed;  only  two  township  plats,  however,  of  "these  lands  have  been  returned  to  this  office.  Until 
these  objects  are  accomplished,  the  surveying  of  any  other  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  should  be 
suspended. 

"The  several  acts  of  Congress  allowing  further  time  for  the  adjudication  of  private  claims  in  the 
district  of  St.  Helena  and  Opelousas  will  occasion  some  legal  impediment  to  the  immediate  final  completion 
of  the  township  plats  in  those  districts.  Nevertheless,  much  progress  may  be  made  in  surveying  and 
connecting  with  the  township  lines  the  private  claims  which  have  been  heretofore  confirmed  and  the  back 
concessions  in  Opelousas. 
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"  To  the  completion  of  the  several  series  of  survey's  in  the  southeastern  district  and  of  the  plats  of  those 
townships  containing  private  claims  in  the  district  north  of  Ived  river  there  exists  no  leg-al  impediment; 
and  every  etl'ort  should  be  made  by  you  to  have  the  surveys  in  those  districts  completed  and  the  plats 
returned  to  this  office  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

"  You  will  take  every  possible  jirecaution  to  guard  against  the  unnecessary  resurvey  of  the  public 
lands  or  private  claims  which  have  heretofore  been  surveyed  and  paid  for  either  by  individuals  or  the 
public." 


Copy  of  a  ktter  from  Gmrgc  Graham,  esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  Samuel  H.  Harpei; 

esq.,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Neu^  Orleans,  Louisiana,  dated 

General  L.4XD  Office,  September  19,  1823. 

Pir:  On  reference  to  the  reports  made  by  yourself  and  the  receiver,  bearing  date  November  20,  1816, 
I  find  that  the  claims  of  Joseph  Gabon  and  James  Felice  on  the  Bayou  Boeuf,  for  about  one  league 
front  and  forty  arpents  deep  on  each  side  of  the  bayou,  and  the  claims  of  Joseph  Talbo  and  John  Toledo 
on  the  Bayou  Caillou,  for  similar  quantities,  must  be  considered  as  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1820.  As  these 
lands  were  not  settled  and  probably  not  surveyed  when  the  lands  which  we  have  lately  advertised  for  sale 
on  those  bayous  were  run  out,  it  is  possible  that  there  may  be  some  interferences.  This  fact  should  be 
ascertained  "by  the  principal  deputy  survej'or  previous  to  the  sale;  and  if  there  is  an  interference,  those 
lots  covered  by  the  private  claims  should  be  withheld  from  sale,  provided  the  private  claims  have  been 
surveyed  on  the  lands  designated  in  the  original  order  of  survey;  and  upon  this  point  the  principal  deputy 
surveyor  should  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

If  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  claims  above  mentioned  have  not  been  surveyed,  and  if  the  designation 
in  the  original  order  of  survey  of  the  places  of  location  on  the  respective  bayous  is  so  vague  as  to  produce 
any  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  as  to  the  proper  point  of  location,  he  will  in  that 
case  take  care  so  to  survey  them  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  lands  surveyed  and  advertised  for  sale  by 
the  United  States,  and  he  will  make  a  special  report  of  the  facts  in  the  case  to  this  office. 

The  private  claims  on  the  Bayou  Darbonne  having  been  granted  on  account  of  settlement  principally, 
I  presume  that  there  is  no  danger  as  to  interference  with  them.  It  is  possible,  though  I  think  not  probable, 
that  there  may  be  some  old  grants  on  the  Bayou  Grostete  which  may  interfere  with  the  lands  proclaimed 
for  sale;  this  should  be  inquired  into  previous  to  the  sale. 

Can  y(ju  give  me  any  information  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  Chotamache  tribe  of  Indians  on 
the  Baj'ons  Plaquemine  and  Jaques  ?  Do  the  Indians  now  occupy  the  land,  or  is  it  occupied  by  others? 
If  so,  under  what  title?     The  Indians,  I  presume,  had  no  right  either  to  lease  or  to  sell  the  lands. 

You  will  please  furnish  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  with  a  copy  of  this  letter  for  his  information 
and  guidance  on  the  points  mentioned. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

GEORGE  GEAHAM. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  to  S.  H.  Harper,  esq.,  register,  &c..  New  Orleans,  dated 

"General  Land  Office,  October  12,  1823. 

"  Having  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  claims  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  I  find  that  j-ou  have,  by 
your  report  dated  November  20,  1816,  recommended  the  confirmation  of  a  claim  filed  by  Cooley  for  two 
thousand  acres  of  land,  which  interferes  matcriallj'  with  the  lands  patented  to  the  marquis  on  the  Mississippi, 
and  adjacent  to  the  baj-ou. 

"  In  your  report  of  the  case  of  Charles  Grass,  on  which  that  of  Cooley  depends,  you  observe  that  the 
commissioners  rejected  this  claim,  and  others  of  a  similar  nature,  principally  on  the  ground  of  abandonment, 
alleging  '  that  the  Spanish  government  would,  upon  application,  have  granted  the  same  land  to  others,' 
and  in  which  opinion  you  concur. 

"  I  presume,  therefore,  that  j'ou  had  no  knowledge  of  the  grant  to  the  marquis  at  the  time  you  reported 
in  favor  of  the  claim  of  E.  Cooley;  for  if  the  Spanish  government  would  have  granted  these  lands  on  the 
application  of  an  individual,  it  would  seem  the  United  States  had  the  right  to  grant  the  land,  particularly 
after  the  solemn  decision  of  the  commissioners,  and  that  on  the  ex  parte  testimony  of  the  claimant.  I  will 
thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  certified  copies  of  all  the  papers  filed  in  your  office  relative  to  the  claim  of 
E.  Cooley. 

"GEORGE  GRAHAM." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  Wilson,  esq.,  principal  deputy  surveyor,  to  George  Graham,  esq..  Commissioner 

of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated 

"  New  Orleans,  March  13,  1824. 
"  In  a  letter  directed  to  the  register  under  date  of  September  19,  1823,  (a  copy  of  which  was  furnished 
me,)  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  James  Gabon  and  Joseph  Felice  on  the  Bayou  Boeuf,  and  J.  Talbot  and 
John  Toledo  on  the  Bayou  Caillou,  I  am  directed  to  survey  them  in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with 
the  lands  surveyed  and  ordered  for  sale,  provided  the  designation  of  the  places  of  location  is  not  pointed 
out  in  the  original  order  of  survey.  As  there  are  a  great  many  claims  similarly  situated  with  those,  (no 
place  of  location  being  designated,)  I  would  beg  leave  to  ask  whether  the  same  rule  shall  apply  to  them 
all,  the  claimants  having  in  many  instances  selected  the  best  lands  among  the  lots  already  surveyed,  and 
located  themselves  upon  them.  Should  this  be  allowed,  it  will  create  much  confusion,  and  leave  fractional 
lots  to  be  sold,  besides  a  very  great  loss  to  tlie  government  if  left  in  the  power  of  the  claimants  to  select 
lands  wherever  they  please.  I  would  bog  the  favor  of  a  reply,  addressed  to  me  at  Donaldsonville. 
"  \V  ith  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  J.  WILSON,  Principal  Deputy  Surveyor." 
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E.rlmrt  of  a  leller  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Jolin   Wilson,  cs-/.,  prinripal  deputy 
surreyor,  Donaldsonville,  Louisiana,  dated  April  15,  1824. 

"Tlie  reconunoiulaticiiis  nf  tlu'  ri'fj:istL>r  and  receiver  in  favnr  of  tlie  elaiins  of  (ialioii,  Felice,  'I'albot, 
and  Toledo   are  evidently  foumled  on   the  iirineiples  cstablislied  by  the  1st  sectiim  of  thi'  act  of  Ai)ril  12, 

1814. 

"  That  act   requires   that  tlie   warrant   or  order  of  survey  either  slionld  have  been  located   or  that  it 

The  rule,  therefore,  for  you  to  follow,  in  relation  to  these  as  wcl' 


(iEOKGE  Glt.VnAM." 


SiT.vEYORs  Office,  Washington,  3Tiss.,  October  16,  1824. 

Sir:  In  a  letter  from  me  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  dated  16th  August  last, 
speaking  of  the  surveys  of  private  claims  north  of  Red  river,  I  took  occasion  to  remark  that  "  these 
surveys  are  progressing-  slowly  at  present,  under  orders  from  Mr.  Wailes,  before  I  relieved  him;  that  they 
should  be  executed  at  the  expense  of  the  claimants,  on  the  ground,  as  I  understand,  that  these  claims 
being  in  fact  donations,  the  evidence  upon  which  they  were  confirmed  having  been  false  and  fraudulent, 
the  donation  itself  was  sufficient  loss  to  the  government  without  the  expense  of  surveying  being 
superadded.'' 

The  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  this  part  of  my  letter,  observes:  "I  do  not  nnderstand  tlic  distinction 
taken  by  Mr.  Wailes  in  relation  to  the  claims  north  of  Red  river.  If  the  evidence  on  which  any  claim 
kas  been  confirmed  is  'false  and  fradnlent,'  it  affects  the  validity  of  the  claim  and  not  its  classification; 
and  in  all  cases  where  testimony  is  furnished  to  this  office  to  show  that  a  claim  has  been  confirmed  on 
'false  and  fraudulent  evidence'  patents  will  be  withheld.  I  will  thank  you  to  call  upon  Mr.  Wailes  and 
ascertain  the  grounds  he  has  for  believing  that  there  are  any  claims  which  have  been  confirmed  on  such 
testimonj'.'' 

Whether  the  information  that  gave  rise  to  the  remark  in  my  letter  to  the  Commissioner  was  derived 
directly  from  yourself,  or  from  Mr.  Bramhall,  chief  clerk  in  this  office,  or  from  both,  I  do  not  now  recollect; 
nor  is  it  veiy  important  that  I  should,  since,  had  the  question  of  who  should  pay  the  survej'ing  expenses 
been  a  doubtful  one,  which  it  does  not  now  seem  to  be,  the  motive  imputed  to  you  as  having  influenced 
your  decision  does  you,  in  my  opinion,  great  honor. 

The  conversations  I  have  heard  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the  confirmation  of  many  or  most 
of  those  claims  have  been  obtained,  as  well  as  in  relation  to  the  testimony  offered  to  influence,  in  some 
instances,  their  location,  are  both  shocking  and  astonishing. 

I  have  chosen  this  mode  of  soliciting  of  you  any  information  j'ou  can  communicate  on  tliis  subject 
likel_y  to  be  useful,  in  however  small  a  degree,  towards  protecting  the  interests  of  the  government  again.st 
a  lawless  combination  of  individuals. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  DAVIS. 

Levix  W.iiLES,  Esq. 


Washington,  Miss.,  October  16,  1824. 

Sir  :  Most  of  the  information  I  have  had  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  this 
date,  just  received  b_y  Mr.  Winston,  was  derived  from  Kenneth  McCrummen,  esq.,  to  whom,  as  he  is  now 
here,  I  beg'  leave  to  refer  you,  and  recommend  your  reducing  to  writing  such  infiirmation  as  Mr.  Mc- 
Crummen will  afibrd  j-ou.  I  shall  answer  your  letter  more  fully  in  a  few  daj-s.  I  write  this  in  a  hurry 
that  you  may  call  on  Mr.  McCrummen  before  his  departure  for  Louisiana. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVIN  WAILES. 
George  D.wis,  Esq.,  Surveyor  General. 


Washington,  Sunday  Morning,  October  17,  1824. 

De.\r  Sir  :  In  a  letter  I  yesterday  wrote  to  Levin  Wailes,  esq.,  I  made  inquirv'  of  him,  at  the  desire 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  respecting  certain  supposed  fraudulent  practices  in  a 
particular  district  of  Louisiana,  by  means  of  which  public  lands  have  been  converted,  or  are  converting, 
into  private  property,  without  any  valuable  consideration  being  given  in  exchange  for  them. 

Mr.  Wailes,  in  a  hasty  reply,  promises  to  answer  me  more  fully  hereafter,  and,  in  the  meanwhile, 
refers  me  to  you  as  one  from  whom  much  usei'ul  information  may  be  obtained. 

As  you  are  presumed  to  be  intimate  with  Mr.  Wailes,  he  will,  no  doubt,  give  you  the  perusal  of  my 
letter  to  him,  as  well  as  of  his  answer,  by  which  means  you  will  be  better  informed  of  the  nature  of  my 
inquiries  ;  and  I  solicit,  and  have  the  greatest  confidence  of  obtaining,  from  j'ou  all  the  useful  information 
you  shall  be  able  to  furnish.  I  must  beg  of  you  to  reduce  it  to  writing,  and  leave  nothing  untold  which 
you  may  suppose  likely  to  be  useful  on  the  subject. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  DAVIS. 

Kenneth  McCRUirsiEN,  Esq.,  Deputy  Surveyor — present. 
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Washington,  October  18,  1824. 

Sir  :  The  private  claims  to  which  you  refer  and  of  which,  by  your  letter  dated  yesterday,  you  desire 
me  to  aflord  you  any  information  in  my  power,  I  understand  to  be  those  filed  with  and  reported  by  the 
register  of  the  land  office  north  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  The  task  j'ou  have  imposed 
on  me  is  an  unpleasant  one.  Nevertheless,  as  an  officer  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  government 
of  th(!  United  States,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  witliliold  no  information  from  you  which  can  tend  to  detect 
any  fraud  practiced  or  intended  to  be  practiced  on  the  government. 

It  will  be  proper  tliat  I  should  particularize  some  of  the  claims  which  are  said  to  be  derived  from 
settlements  which  have  been  establisiied  by  oral  testimony.  I  begin  with  the  claim  of  Richard  Green,  of 
one  league  squaiv.  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  by  a  recurrence  to  former  statutes  under  which  the  American 
government  provided  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  that  a  mere  occupancy  right  could 
in  no  case  exceed  the  quantity  of  two  thousand  acres  ;  and  this  required  an  occupancy,  as  well  as  I  can 
recollect,  often  years  before  tlie  cession  of  Louisiana  to  tlie  United  States.  If  the  occupancy  commenced 
from  a  later  date,  a  settlement  right  could  not  exceed  one  mile  square,  or  640  acres;  no  person  could  hold 
more  thau  one  such  right,  nor  could  he  hold  that  if  he  held  land  under  any  other  title  from  the  Spanish 
government.  It  is  within  my  knowledge  that  this  same  Mr.  Green,  at  an  earlj'  date,  filed  his  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  ])arish  of  Catahoula,  and  was  confirmed  to  the  extent  of  640  acres  by  tlie  commissioners 
for  adjusting  sucli  chiims  at  O]ielousas-  This  ought  to  iiave  barred  his  claim  to  the  tract  he  now  claims; 
but  if  this  had  been  a  valid  claim,  is  it  not  strange  and  inexplicable  that  he  did  not  enter  it  when  he  entered 
the  first  ?  I  shall,  however,  show  the  whole  ground  of  this  claim  to  the  tract  of  a  league  square  as  I  have  it 
from  Green's  own  witness.  Philip  O'Neal,  whose  testimony  was  taken  before  the  late  Reuben  T.  Sacket, 
then  a  justice  of  the  peace,  has,  1  understand,  been  made  to  testify  tiiat  he,  the  said  O'Neal,  did,  for  some 
years  before  the  change  of  government,  say  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  years,  occupy,  inhabit,  and  cul- 
tivate the  said  land  for  the  claimant,  Bichard  Green.  I  do  not  pretend  to  state  the  testimony  word  for 
word  ;  I  only  give  what  I  understood  to  be  the  substance  of  it.  Philip  O'Neal  assures  me  that  his  testi- 
mony has  not  been  minuted  by  this  justice  of  the  peace  as  he  gave  it  in  ;  he  has  repeatedly  said,  to 
myself  and  others,  that,  when  a  boy,  about  twenty  years  ago,  perhaps  about  the  time  of  the  change  of 
government,  or  a  year  or  two  before,  he,  said  O'Neal,  accompanied  his  father  on  a  hunting  excursion  up 
the  Rigolet,  the  water-course  on  which  Mr.  Green  claims  this  land,  at  that  time  an  unsettled  wilderness, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  getting  cypress  bark  to  cover  cabins  at  the  place  where  his  father  then  resided; 
that  the  getting  this  cypress  bark  was  the  only  improvement  whicli  he  or  his  father  made  on  the  place; 
that  three  or  four  years  ago  Dr.  Green  came  to  him,  O'Neal,  and  oflered  him  $50  for  the  improvement  so 
made  ;  that  he  informed  Dr.  Green  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  have  any  claim  to  the  land,  but  Green 
insisting  on  giving  him  the  $60,  he  agreed  to  let  him  have  the  claim,  such  as  it  was,  and  such  as  he  has 
stated  it  to  be  ;  that  a  few  months  afterwards  he  was  cited  before  R.  T.  Sacket  to  give  testimony  in  the 
claim  of  Richard  Green  ;  and  that  when  on  oath  ho  made  the  statement  corresponding  with  the  foregoing 
information,  and  no  other. 

Louis  L.  IIufFman  is  another  person  who  has  obtained  the  confirmation  of  his  claim,  under  the  report 
of  the  register  north  of  the  Red  river,  for  a  tract  of  640  acres  of  land.  He  had  originally  claimed  a  tract 
with  ten  arpents  of  front,  with  forty  arpents  in  depth,  (say  400  arpents,  equal  to  338  acres,)  to  which  extent 
his  claim  was  confirmed  by  the  register  and  receiver  at  Opelousas.  To  obtain  an  enlargement  of  this 
tract  he  has  found  it  convenient  to  claim  (on  the  same  ground,  in  part)  640  acres,  for  which  he  has 
obtained  confirmation.  A  reference  to  former  acts  of  Congress  will  show  that  he  ought  to  have  been 
confined  to  his  first  claim  if,  indeed,  he  was  legally  entitled  to  that. 

The  heirs  of  Benjamin  Miller  claim  under  the  settlement  of  their  father.  One  claim,  lying  in  the 
parish  of  Catahoula,  has  already  been  confirmed  to  Benjamin  Miller  for  640  acres.  This,  by  former  acts 
of  Congress,  ought  to  bar  the  claim  filed  with  the  register  at  Ouachita  for  the  benefit  of  his  heirs. 

Adam  lluft'man  has  also  a  claim  favorably  reported  on  by  the  register  north  of  Red  river.  The  father 
of  the  claimant,  whose  name  was  Adam  also,  with  some  of  his  neighbors,  erected  cow-pens  on  this  land, 
probably  for  the  purpose  of  gentling  their  wild  cattle  ;  the  son  has  found  it  convenient  to  call  it  a  stock 
farm;  and  he  has  produced,  as  I  suppose,  such  testimony  as  satisfied  the  register  north  of  Red  river  that 
his  claim  was  a  valid  one.  On  this  ground  there  appears  a  small  improvement,  which  I  know  to  have 
been  made  only  five  years  past  by  some  wood-cutters,  who  remained  three  or  four  months  on  the  land, 
cutting  and  carrying  away  the  public  timber. 

August.  O'Neal's  claim  is  of  so  little  value  that  the  inhabitants  neither  care  nor  say  much  about  it, 
thinking  the  loss  will  not  be  great  to  the  government  if  they  should  be  swindled  out  of  it.  There  is  no 
improvement  on  it,  however,  that  appears  to  have  been  made  longer  ago  tlian  eight  or  ten  years,  perhaps 
long  enough  since  to  entitle  him  to  the  right  of  preference  to  purchasefrom  the  United  States. 

I  have  no  better  opinion  of  the  claims  said  to  have  been  founded  on  concessions  from  the  Spanish 
government,  and  filed  with  the  register  north  of  Red  river  at  Ouachita.  It  is  possible,  and  barely  possible, 
that  there  may  be  some  few  valid  and  honest  claims  among  them  ;  but  it  is  my  opinion,  and  that  of  the 
most  respectable  inhabitants  of  tlie  parishes  of  Natchitoches  and  Rapides,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  these 
documents  are  base  counterfeits.  It  is  true  I  have  seen  none  of  those  papers  myself,  but  I  have  heard 
respectable  persons  and  (jood  judges,  who  have  seen  many  of  them,  speak  publicly  of  them,  not  only  as 
counterfeits,  but  very  bungling  counterfeits.  Besides,  I  have  inquired  of  the  most  ancient  and  respectable 
inhabitants  of  both  these  parishes,  who  assure  me  that  they  never  before  have  so  much  as  heard  the 
names  of  any  of  the  persons  to  whom  those  large  and  valuable  tracts  of  land  are  said  to  have  been 
granted  by  the  Spanish  government. 

I  have  myself  been  very  generally  acquainted  in  the  parishes  of  Rapides  and  Natchitoches  and  Cata- 
houla for  about  sixteen  years.  I  have  never  heard  the  names  of  any  of  these  grantees  before,  nor  do  I 
believe  the  names  of  any  of  them  are  to  be  found  on  any  records  of  either  of  those  parishes.  In  short,  the 
whole  thing  is  ridiculed  and  contemned  by  every  honest  man  in  the  northern  district  as  a  base  attempt  to 
defraud  the  government.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  all  those  grants  are,  alth<iugh  purporting  to  have  been 
made  some  thirty  and  more  years  ago,  ((.)r  past,)  for  the  most  part,  for  the  most  valuable  lands  in  the  State, 
in  situations  which  were  totan3-  unknown  to  any  civilized  man  until  long  since  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  the  United  States,  and  not  until,  by  the  running  and  marking  the  public  lines,  facilities  were  given  by 
which  the  country  could  be  examined. 

If  the  act  of  Congress  confirming  the  claims  under  consideration  has  not  placed  them  on  a  footing 
beyond  the  control  of  the  government,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  is  my  belief  that  the  government 
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Avould  save  a  million  of  dollars  at  least  liy  ordering-  all  the  documents  of  title  which  were  liled  witli  either 
of  the  registers  iu  that  part  of  Louisiana  called  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  under  tlie  last  acts  granting 
indulgence  to  land  claimants,  to  lie  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  governmeiil,  and  there  scrutinized  antl 
investigated  by  gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  such  dcjcuments,  and  competent  to  judge  of  their 
authenticit}'. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  vour  very  niirdicnt   servant, 

KEXXETII  McCrj'MMEX. 
George  Davis,  Esq.,  Surveijor  General  muth  of  Tenne.'^see. 


Sl"rvevor's  Office,  iVusIiiiujlon,  i)//.s.>'.,  October  23,  1824. 

Sir  :  The  correspondence  between  myself  and  Messrs.  Wailes  and  McCrummon,  of  which  a  transcript 
is  herewith  enclosed,  in  relation  to  the  land  claims  conlirmed  Ijy  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  February  28,  1823,  has  resulted  from  the  request  made  in  the  closing  part  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the 
11th  ultimo,  to  which  I  have  but  a  single  additional  remark  tn  ofter  :  that  if  all  that  I  daily  hear  upon  the 
subject  be  not  mere  idle  stories,  it  will  retjuire  but  a  little  further  indulgence  bj'  Congress  to  the  persons 
for  tiling  notices  of  claims  to  wrest  from  the  government  all  tiie  lands  iu  that  interesting  district  of 
Louisiana  worth  being  survej'ed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  DAVIS. 

George  Graii.vm,  Esq.,  Commissioiter  of  the  General  Land  Otflee,  Watiliiiirjlon  Citij. 

P.  S. — No  other  letter  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Wailes. 


Extract  from  a  letter  from  George  Dari.-;,  esq.,  surveijor,  Sc,  dated 

Washixgtox,  Miss.,  October  29,  1824. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  so  beset,  for  two  or  three  days  past,  by  a  land  claimant,  under  the  second  section 
of  the  act  of  Februarj-  28,  1823,  of  the  name  of  Bowie,  that  I  have  been  able  to  think  of  scarcely  anything 
else.  A  deputy  surveyor,  ilr.  Milo  Johnson,  had  been  surveying  claims  of  this  kind,  and  cliicfly  for  this 
individual,  slowly,  for  about  a  year  previously  to  my  arrival  here,  under  orders  from  Mr.  Wailes,  and  I 
found  a  consideraljle  bundle  of  his  papers  in  the  office  when  I  took  possession  of  it  ;  thej'  had  laid  dormant 
ever  since,  until  within  a  few  days  past. 

The  claimant  is  extremely  anxious  to  obtain  my  approval  of  Johnson's  locations,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  sale  of  the  lands  to  squatters.  When  any  of  those  squatters  are  found  on  good  tracts  of  land,  these 
locations  are  laid  on  them  ;  and  after  the  parties  come  to  an  understanding  on  the  subject,  the  squatters 
are  found  ready  to  assist  in  the  most  iniquitous  means  of  defrauding  the  government,  or  so  saj-s  report. 

In  one  instance,  and  it  was  the  first  presented  to  my  notice,  the  location  is  laid  on  a  bayou  called  in 
all  the  maps  that  I  have  seen,  as  well  as  by  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity.  Bayou  Tensas  ;  whereas 
his  claim  calls  for  Bayou  Mason,  (in  French,  Maijon,)  situated  a  considerable  distance  further  from  the 
Mississippi  than  the  former,  and  both  running  nearly  parallel  to  it. 


B. 

Extracts  ef  a  letter  from  George  Davis,  esq.,  surrei/or  south  of  tJte  State  of  Tennessee,  dated 

Scrveyor's  Office,  Wa.-iliington,  Mi.<s.,  Xoven}ber  1,  1824. 

Sir  :  In  your  letter  of  general  instructions  of  the  30th  of  June  last  you  seem  to  suppose  that  all  the 
good  lands  on  the  Mississippi  between  Natchez  and  the  north  boundary  of  Louisiana,  in  that  State,  had 
been  already  surveyed.  Whatever  public  land  may  still  remain  to  be  surveyed,  the  maps  transmitted 
with  mj-  letter  to  the  Gfeneral  Land  Office  of  the  22d  ultimo,  in  addition  to  the  two  some  time  previously 
forwarded  by  Mr.  Wailes,  comprehend  the  whole  that  has  yet  been  surveyed  in  that  part  of  the  north  of 
Red  river  district. 

Being  about  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  Mr.  E.  S.  Ludlow  to  complete  the  survey  of  these  lauds 
between  the  part  heretofore  surveyed  by  him  and  the  north  boundary  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  I  trans- 
mit herewith  a  copy  of  a  draught  of  that  part  of  the  work  the  exterior  lines  of  which  have  been  heretofore 
surveyed  and  paid  for  by  Mr.  Wailes. 

This  draught  is  forwarded  for  the  double  purpose  of  presenting  a  portion  of  the  work  upon  which  the 
accounts  of  Mr.  Wailes  have  been  founded,  and  of  exhibiting  a  location  recently  attempted  to  be  made  on 
Lake  Providence  and  Bayou  Tensas  of  two  private  claims,  the  confirmations  of  which,  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  February  28,  1823,  called  for  Bayou  Ma9on,  situated  a  considerable  distance  further 
from  the  Mississippi  river  than  the  former. 

You  will  tiud  these  claims  on  the  list  in  the  name  of  Juan  Gonzales  and  Francisco  Andante;*  the  real 
claimant  is,  however,  named  B<jwie.  I  have  declined  approving  the  surveys  on  account  chiefly  of  their 
mislocation,  or  iif  their  being  laid  in  a  part  of  the  country  not  warranted  bj'  the  grant.  I  transmit  the 
affidavits  of  two  individuals  said  to  have  been  srpiatters  on  those  lands;  they  were  obtained  by  the 
claimant  iu  order  to  induce  the  surveyor  to  make  the  location.  It  is  acknowledged,  I  believe,  on  all 
hands,  that  the  baj-ou  is  still  called  Tensas.  In  relation  to  these  locations  I  shall  only  further  remark, 
that  it  is  pretty  contideutly  believed  by  some  that  the  real  Bayou  Mayoii  derived  it  name  originally  from 
a  noted  river  pirate  named  Mason,  who   had  his  haunts  on  it  in  the  year  1804-5,  and  who  was  killed  by 

-  Nos.  23  and  31,  first  class. 


38  PUBLIC    LANDS.  fNo.  428. 

one  of  his  men  in  order  to  secure  the  reward  offered  for  his  capture  by  tlio  prochimation  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
while  President  of  the  United  States.  Happening  to  be  in  this  viUag-c  myself  when  the  fellow  came  here 
to  demand  his  reward,  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  the  time  ;  and  were  the  fact  established  that  the  etymology 
of  the  name  of  the  bayou  has  been  correctly  ascertained,  it  would  destroy  the  validity  of  the  claim 
altogether,  as  the  claims  themselves  look  as  far  back  for  their  origin  as  1188  and  1189,  respectively. 


C. 

General  Land  Office,  Seijteviber  1,  1824. 

Sir  :  Your  predecessor,  Mr.  Wailes,  made  no  report  to  this  office  relative  to  the  claims  filed  with  him 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  several  "  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  passed  Maj-  11,  1820.  As  the  surveying  of  the 
private  claims  which  have  heretofore  been  confirmed  in  your  district  cannot  be  so  closed  as  to  give  to 
the  claims  their  respective  sectional  nuniliers  until  all  tiie  claims  in  each  township  shall  have  been  finally 
acted  upon,  and  as  much  time  will  be  lost  and  the  claimants  generally,  as  well  as  the  public,  subjected  to 
great  inconvenience  by  delaying  the  returns  until  a  special  act  of  Congress  can  be  procured  which  shall 
authorize  you  to  make  the  report  that  was  required  by  law  of  Mr.  AVailes,  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  j'our  investigating  and  reporting  on  the  claims  which  have  been  filed  with  Mr.  Wailes, 
■when  register,  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  act  above  mentioned.  Your  report  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  Cong'ress,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  Ije  acted  upon  by  them  in  the  same  manner  that  any  report 
would  be  which  would  be  made  under  any  act  that  might  be  passed  at  the  next  session  authorizing  you 
to  report  on  these  claims. 

In  making  j'our  report  j'ou  will  confine  yourself  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  which  limits  your  juris- 
diction to  claims  founded  on  Sjianish  grants,  concessions,  or  orders  of  siirveij,  and  which  shall  have  been 
filed  with  your  predecessor  previous  to  December  31,  1820.  These  restrictions  are  equally  applicable  to 
the  claims  provided  for  by  the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act. 

As  to  the  form  of  your  report  and  the  classification  and  numbering  of  the  claims,  I  would  refer  you 
to  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Wailes  and  Gerard,  dated  December  30,  1815,  which  affords  the  simplest  form 
in  which  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  each  case  may  be  embodied. 

It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Wailes  may  have  neglected  to  file  some  of  the  claims  which  may  have  been 
presented  to  him  previous  to  December  31,  1820,  or  the  evidence  of  their  having  been  filed  may  have  been 
lost.  In  such  cases  you  will  make  a  special  report,  accompanied  by  the  evidence,  that  the  claim  was  filed 
within  the  period  limited  by  law. 

In  addition  to  the  fees  for  recording  specified  in  the  act,  a  part  of  which  I  presume  Mr.  Wailes  has 
received,  a  further  sum  of  $000  is  allowed  to  the  register  for  making  this  report,  which  Mr.  Wailes  has 
not  received,  and  which  would  lie  paid  to  you  whenever  Congress  should  act  upon  the  report. 

I  am,  &c.,  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Valentine  King,  Esq.,  Begister  of  the  Land  Office,  Opelousas,  Louisiana. 


D. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  George  Davis,  esq.,  dated  August 

2T,   1824. 

"  Should  j'ou  find,  on  due  investigation,  that  your  principal  deputy  surveyors  are  not  qualified  or  are 
inattentive  to  their  duties,  you  should  remove  them.  I  have  great  doubts  whether  that  part  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  surveying  department  has  in  any  manner  facilitated  the  surveying  the  private  claims. 
Measures  should  be  taken  by  you  to  give  more  efficiency  to  this  branch  of  the  department,  or  it  ought  to 
be  abolished." 


Extract  from  a  letter  from  George  Davis,  esq.,  surveyor  of  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  to  the  Commissioner 

of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  October  25,  1824. 

"  Having  nothing  to  conceal,  I  must  beg  permission  to  state  that  the  law  does  not,  in  efiect,  put  the 
ofBce  of  the  principal  deputies  under  the  due  control  of  this  office,  simply  because  the  salary  and  legal  fees 
and  perquisites  of  them  will  not  command  the  services  of  any  man  under  ffly  years  of  age  who  possesses 
the  necessary  talents  and  industry  to  perform  the  duties  of  them  if  their  pecuniary  circumstances  be  above 
those  of  absolute  pauperism.  This,  sir,  is  an  unpleasant,  perhaps  a  dangerous  truth,  but  my  situation 
imposes  upon  me  no  duty  more  imperative  than  that  of  telling  it.  In  doing  it,  I  have  no  private  views  to 
subserve,  no  friend  with  whom  I  wish  to  fill  a  vacancy.  On  the  contrary,  I  know  of  no  proper  person 
acquainted  with  the  really  arduous  duties  that  would  be  required  of  him  who  would  be  willing  to  accept 
of  one  of  those  appointments  with  an  intention  at  the  same  time  of  performing  them.  This  the  present 
incumbents  know;  and  hence  it  results  that  if  any  substantial  services  are  required  of  them  as  an  equiv- 
alent for  their  salaries  they  are  ready  to  resign." 
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18th  Congress.]  No.    429.  [2d  Session. 

NEW  LOCATIONS   IN    LIEU  OF   LOTS    IN    NEW  .MAltHII)   AND  LITTLE   PRAIIIIE  VILLAGES, 

IN  MISSOURI,  INJURED  BY  EARTHQUAKES. 

COMMf.VR'ATED  TO  THE  SEXATE  DECEMBER  30,  1824. 

Ik  Senwte  of  the  U.vited  States,  December  12,   1823. 

liesohvd,  Tliat  tho  Committoc  on  PuWic  Lands  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making;  fuvtlier  pro- 
vi.siou  by  law  lor  the  iinal  decision  of  incomplete  titles  to  lands  held  under  the  authority  of  France  or 
Spain,  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas;  and  also  into  the  e.xpediency  of  niakinn- 
further  provision  hy  law  to  jierfect  the  title  to  lands  located  by  virtue  of  warrants  issued  under  tlie  act 
of  Congress  of  February  17,  1S13,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  <il'  the  late  county  of 
New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suflercd  by  earthquakes." 

Attest:  CHARLES  CUTTS,  Secrelanj. 

Ix  Sex.we  of  the  Uxited  St.«es,  December  20,   1824. 

Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making-  further  pro- 
vision by  law  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  located  by  virtue  of  warrants  issued  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  February  1",  1815,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  Cdunty  of  New  Madrid, 
in  tho  Missouri  Territory-,  who  suffered  by  eartlKjuakes." 

Attest:  '  CHARLES  CUTTS,  Secretary. 


December  30,   1824. 
Mr.  Bautox,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  reported  "A  bill   sup]jlenientary  to  'An  act  to 
perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  Missouri,'  "  passed  April  26,  1822,  and  submitted 
the  following  documents  : 

Gexerai,  Laxd  Office,  January  22,   1824. 

Sir:  In  replj-  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  information  relative  to  the  instructions 
under  which  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  Missouri  acted  in  issuing  certificates  of  new  location  in  lieu  of 
town  lots,  out  lots,  &c.,  in  the  villages  of  New  Madrid  and  Little  Prairie,  under  the  act  of  February  17, 
1815,  I  have  the  lionor  to  transmit  the  papers  marked  from  No.  1  to  No.  17.  These  papers  contain  the 
instructions  and  correspondence,  as  well  as  my  own  views  in  relation  to  the  subject,  and  show  the 
gTounds  upon  which  patents  have  been  withheld. 

It  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  Missouri  that  he  has  issued  182  certifi- 
cates for  160  acres  of  land  each,  in  lieu  of  tiiwn  lots  and  other  tracts  of  land  of  less  quantity  than  160 
acres  which  have  been  relinquished.  Patents  have  been  issued  on  twenty-eight  of  these  certificates;  of 
the  residue  there  are  eightj'-five  on  which  patents  will  be  withheld  under  the  construction  given  to  the 
act  of  February  17,  1815,  unless  there  shall  be  some  further  legislative  provisions  on  the  subject. 

The  paper  marked  No.  17  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sloo,  a  gentleman  appointed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  t<:i  examine  the  land  offices  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  who  was  requested  bj'  me  to 
communicate  such  information  as  he  might  be  able  to  procure  in  passing  through  that  district  of  country 
injured  by  the  earthquakes  relative  to  the  New  Madrid  claims  and  the  lands  which  had  been  relinquished. 
Any  further  communication  that  may  be  received  from  him  on  the  subject  shall  be  submitted  to  you. 

'        I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  David  Bartox,  Chairman  af  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  Senate. 


No.  1. 
Cojjy  of  a  letter  to  Fredcricl-  Bates,  esq.,  recorder,  St.  Louis,  dated  Marcli  1,  1815. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  17th  ultimo,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earth- 
quakes." 

The  first  section  declares  that  "  the  title  of  the  person  or  persons  to  the  land  injured  as  aforesaid 
shall  revert  to  and  become  absolutely  vested  in  the  United  States." 

You  will  therefore  take  from  the  parties  who  may  apply  for  the  benefit  of  this  act  transfers  of  their 
titles  (for  the  lands  injured)  in  favor  of  the  Ignited  States,  and  make  those  acts  matter  of  record  in  your 
office. 

The  third  section  requires  you  to  transmit  to  this  office  "a  report  of  the  claims  allowed  and  locations 
made."  You  will  be  pleased,  also,  to  report  the  lands  transferred  to  the  United  States  by  the  claimants 
under  this  act 

I  am,  &c.,  JOSIAH  MEIGS. 


No.  2. 

F.rtraet  of  a  letter  to  F.  Bates,  esq.,  St.  Louis,  dated  September  18,  1815 

I  approve  of  your  refusal  to  issue  certificates  to  any  other  than  the  original  claimants  who  are 
contemplated  in  the  act  of  February  17,  1815.  Should  you  be  tlie  bearer  of  j'our  work  to  this  city  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  you. 

I  am,  &c.,  .  JOSIAH  MEIGS. 


40  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  429. 


No.  3. 
Copxj  of  a  letter  to  Frederick  Bates,  esq.,  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  dated  October  6,  1815. 

Sir:  An  inquiry  has  been  made  at  this  office  whether  claimants  of  land  under  the  act  of  llth 
February  last,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  &c.,  may  locate  a  claim 
in  different  places. 

Tlie  act  describes  two  classes  of  claimants: 

1st.  Tliose  who  claim  less  than  160  acres,  and  wlio  may  locate  160  acres. 

2d.  Those  who  claim  more,  but  who  may  not  locate  more  than  640  acres. 

There  is  not  anything  in  the  act  that  authorizes  the  idea  that  any  certificate  you  may  issue  can 
(leg-ally)  be  located  in  different  places;  Init  as  that  idea  appears  to  be  entertained,  it  will  be  necessary 
that  the  certificates  expressly  state  that  the  location  of  each  individual  claimant  be  made  in  one  tract. 
You  will  not  issue  any  patent  certificates  for  locations  which  may  have  been  made  contrary  to  this  regu- 
lation, because  patents  will  not  be  granted  upon  such  certificates. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOSIAH  MEIGS. 


No.  4. 

Copij  of  a  letter  to  Frederick  Bates,  esq.,  recorder  at  St.  Louis,  daied  March  11,  1817. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  the  speaker  of  tlie  house  of  representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  a 
resolution  of  the  general  assembly  relative  to  the  commons  of  the  village  of  Carondelet.  Congress  have 
not  acted  during  tlie  late  session  on  that  subject,  but  in  my  opinion  the  New  Madrid  claimants  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  locate  on  those  commons. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  J.  MEIGS. 


No.  5. 
Coqvj  of  a  letter  to  Frederick  Bales,  esq.,  recorder  at  St.  Louis,  dated  February  24,  1819. 

Sir:  A  document,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
this  office,  endorsed  "  Referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  is  requested  to  ask 
the  recorder  for  the  facts  and  reasons  upon  which  he  made  the  within  decision.     W.  H.  C."     I  will  thank 
you  to  give  the  said  information  by  the  return  of  the  mail. 
I  am. 

DOCUMENT. 

St.  Louis,  December  31,  1818. 

Joseph  Story,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  persons  whose  names  are  hereafter  mentioned,  of  the  county  of 
New  Madrid  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  applies  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  aforesaid  Territory  for 
certificates  of  new  location  to  issue  on  and  for  the  following  lots  of  ground,  at  a  town  called  the  Little 
Prairie,  in  said  Territory,  (to  be  held  in  lieu  thereof,)  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  17, 
1815,  in  the  case  made  and  provided,  viz: 

Original  claimants.  Lots.  Arp.  Original  claimants.  Lots.  Arp. 

John  L.  Lafavre 2  2  Thomas  G.  Ilorsley 2*  2 

Nich.  Tirard 2  2  David  G.  Horsley 2  2 

Nipolete  Tirard 2  2  John  Summers 2  2 

Anthony  Reardean 2  2  Noel  Burk 2  2 

Joseph  Reardean,  jr 2  2  Richard  Secoy 2  2 

Francis  Allars 2  2  Furman  Lesieur 2  2 

Louis  Drumond 2  2  Lois  Pelties 2  2 

Josh.  Payne,  Jr 2  2  Hugh  Gallacher 2  2 

Noel  Gamlan 2  2  Jenkin  Harris 2  2 

John  Goodbcsear 2  2  Charles  Gilbeult,  jr 2  2 

Nichs.  Revelee 2  2 

Which  said  above  lots  of  ground  have  been  heretofore  proven  in  your  office  to  have  been  materially  injured 
by  earthquakes.     Signed  by  their  agent  and  attorney  in  fact. 

JOS'H  STORY. 
Fred'k  Bates,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  Missouri  Territory. 

Office  of  the  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  St.  Louis,  December  31,  1818. 

On  the  presentation  of  this  demand  I  have  not  tliought  myself  justified  in  issuing  certificates  of  new 
location,  and  have  declined  to  do  so. 


FRED'K  BATES. 


Which  shows  that  the  Little  Prairie  claims  have  been  laid  before  the  recorder. 


No.  6. 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  January  17,  1822. 
SiR_:  The  act  of  February  17,   1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  earthquakes  in  the  county  of  New 
Madrid,  authorizes  them  to  locate  the  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  of  the  public  lauds  in  the  (then) 
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Territorv  of  Missouri,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorizeil  liy  law:  "  Proridrd,  'Hint  no  ]icis(iii  shall  1m-  |iciiiiillcil 
to  locate  a  g-reater  quantity  of  hmd  uikUt  this  act  than  the  (|uantity  coiiliriiicii  to  him,  except  Ihc  dwin  is 
of  lots  of  gTouiiil  or  tracts  of  land  of  /csx  qiiaiilifi/  than  iDir  hniiiln-d  (mil  ^i.rhj  iicn:<,  \\\\u  an-  hi'icliy 
authorized  to  locate  and  obtain  any  quantity  of  land  }iof  I'.rcn'iliinj  aiir  hiiinlri'i/  inn/  s/.r/i/  arri'.<;  nor  shall 
any  jierson  be  entitled  to  locate  more  than  six  hundred  and   forty  acres." 

The  point  to  which  I  bej;-  leave  to  call  your  attention  is  this:  un  the  list  of  certificates  of  the  rif;ht  of 
new  location  under  that  act  1  find  that  the  same  individual  lias  Ik-cii  |)eiiiiitted,  in  numerous  instanct'S,  to 
locate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acn^s  fer  nirli  lot  of  inn-  iirjini/,  ami  rertilicates  of  loeatiun 
in  such  cases  have  been  f;-ranted  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles. 

To  exemplify  my  meaniii!.;',  I  would  merely  mention  two  instances:  Francis  Lesseiir  has  receivi-d  fdiir 
certificates  of  one  huudreil  and  sixty  acres  each,  for  four  lots  of  one  arpent  each.  Joseph  (Jenereux  has 
received  four  certificates  of  the  same  kind,  and  fiir  the  same  number  of  lots  of  one  arpent. 

Conceivinp,-  that  the  law  nevi-r  intended  to  grant  to  any  one  owner  of  town  lots  the  privilej;-e  of 
locating-  more  than  one  hvnidred  and  sixty  acres,  except,  indeed,  in  cases  where  the  ([iiantity  of  the  h.ts 
owned  by  them,  exceeding  the  cpuintity  of  one  hundre<l  an<l  sixty  acres,  would  iheri'by  I'litith'  them  to  tlu' 
privilege  of  locating  a  like  greater  quantity,  whatever  sui-h  might  be.  I  beg  leav(!  to  ask  advice  whether 
jiatents  can  legallv  be  demanded,  and  am,  with  great  respec^t,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSI.Ml   .MKK.iS,    CiirnmU-fioiirr  iif /hr  (liiirntl  Land  (Ijfirr. 

Hon.   SecREHRY  ok  the  TRE.tSlRY. 


No.  ■?. 

Office  of  the  Attokxey  Gexer.\l  of  the  United  States,  January  22,  1822. 

Sir:  1  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  that  it  is  not 
the  intentiem  of  "the  act  of  Congress  of  February  17,  1815,  to  permit  the  owners  of  town  lots  in  tlie 
county  of  New  Madrid  to  locate  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  each  loxni  Jot  they  may  own; 
but  one  tract  for  the  \cliole  of  their  town  lots,  however  manij,  unless  the  aggregate  shall  exceed  the 
quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  when  they  will  fall  within  the  general  enactment  of  being 
authorized  to  locate  the  quantity  they  have  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


WM.  wiirr. 


Hon.  William  II.  CfvAWKorii,  Treamry  Department. 


No.  8 

Gexeral  Laxd  Office,  April  1,  1822. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the 
17th  of  January  last,  relative  to  certain  locations  made  under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhalntants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  a  copj'  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Attornej'  General  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  22d  of  January  last,  declaring  the 
issuing  of  certificati's  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  favor  of  persons  holding  lots  of  a  less  quantity 
(so  as  to  allow  any  person  holding  four  lots  of  one  arpent  each  to  receive  four  certificates  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres)  to  be  contrary  to  tlie  act  referred  to.  In  consequence  of  which  i.ipinion  no  patents  will 
be  issued  by  this  office  on  the  certificates,  which  are  thereby  declared  void;  and  I  have  to  request  that 
you  will  issue  no  certificates  for  such  claims. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  MEIGS. 

Frederick  B.ites,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  Si.  Louis,  Missouri. 


No.  9. 

CiExERAL  Land  Office,  August  13,  1822. 

Sir:    I  will  thank  you  for   a  list  of  those  persons   claiming  lands  under  the  act  of  February  17, 
1815,  in  whose  favor  location  certificates  have  been  issued  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than  the  amount 
they  have  surrendered   to  the  United  States,  mentioning  in  each  case  the  amount  surrendered  and  the 
amount  for  which  certificates  have  been  issued,  and  their  numbers. 
I  am,  &.C., 

J.  MEIGS. 
Frederick  Bates,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


No.  10. 

Office  of  the  Eecorder  of  Land  Titles,  St.  Louis,  Siplember  10,  1822. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  I  enclose  a  list  of 
those  persons  who,  under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  have  received  location  certificates  for  greater 
quantities  of  land  than  tliej-  had  relinquished  to  the  United  States. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

FREDERICK  BATES. 
Hon.  JosiAH  Meigs,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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A  list  of  llio.-'r  pi'i-sdiis  riaim'uuj  lands  iiiuln-  tin'  ad  of  Coiu/ri'ss  of  Febniwij  17,  1815,  in  whose  favor  location 
cmiifcali-s  hace  been  issued/or  a  '/realer  qiianiili/ <f  land  than  the  amount  they  haw  surrendered  to  the 
United  tStates. 


No.  of 
cenificaie, 


2 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 
10 
14 
15 
17 
18 
19 
20 
23 
25 
29 
.TO 
31 
33 
37 
38 
39 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
71 

78 
80 


95 
96 
103 
104 
103 
106 
110 
118 
119 
120 
131 
1-22 
128 
129 
130 
141 
159 
160 
165 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
176 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
164 
IK, 
186 
187 
195 
196 
197 
205 


Original  (-■Kiiniiints. 


Joseph  Huiio.  jr. 

John  II.  I'crroii.. 

Simon  Suhtil  ... 

Francis  Lesscnr. 

do 

ilo 

d< 


Unantity  surrendered. 


I'eler  I'orier 

do 

Joseph  Genereux 

do 

do 

do., 

Peter  Garrean 

Kustache  Peltier 

Peter  Dnmay A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  New  Madrid. 

Antoine  Vacliard ]  A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Maihid.. 

John  B.  Gohean A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  New  Madrid. 

Jolin  Dorlge j  80  arpi'nts 

Joseph  Huriot,  sr .\  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid.. 


A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid  .. 

do do 

A  lot,  1  aqient.  in  Little  Prairie., 

do do 

do do 

i do do 

do do 

d do 

I do do 

I du d 

' do dn 

' do do 

do do 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid . . 

A  lot,  1  ar])ent,  in  Little  Prnirip  . 


Uapliiu'l  Lesscur 

do 

Atit'y  iniiiTuois  alias  Aiiiable  Yon 

Ilyaeitilli  Gayon 

do 

Joseph  Payne 

do 

Joseph  Brendean  

do 

Amable  Guyoti 

do 


A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  Little  Prairie. , 
do do 

150  arpents,  in  Little  Prairie 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  Little  Prairie.. 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do ilo 

do do 

do do 

do do 


EtiPnne  Diimav I  ^  '*'^'  ^  "rpeiit,  in  New  Madrid . 

John  Baptiste  lifllpl.-niile '  A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  Little  Prairio. 


do 

George  Roddlc 

do 

Gerrard  DorJge 

Nicholas  Hebert 

Louis  Lnrdoise 

Enslache  Peltier 

John  n.  Cliartier 

do 

Andrew  Godair , 

Richard  J.  Waters,  nnder  Jt.hn  Horn 

John  B.  Barraloux 

do 

John  B.  Lanf^lois 

Charles  Castonget 

John  B.  Si.  Mary , 

Ambrose  Seraphin , 

John  Lafernail 

Peter  Perron , 

Louis  Baby 

J.  Smith , 

James  Smitli , 

Widow  La  Course , 

John  Ruddle , , 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

ilo 

John  Derlan 

do 

Reinckio  &  Steinhack,  under  John  Unrlgc 

Hunter  &.  Coiiteley,  jr.,  under  Joseph  La  Plante.... 

Uaplistc  Peltier 

Samuel  Masters 

Joseph  Durnay 

Louis  St.  Auhin 

do 

Henry  Peyrou.v,  under  Francis  Hauielin 

Henry  Peyroux.  under  John  S.  Gueriii 

Henry  IVymux.  under  II.  MrU.  I.'hesholiu i  81  arpents 

do J,, {  ItlO  arpents  . 

Louis  St.  Auluu ■  A  l..t  III  Lull 

do i ,h, 


A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid... 

180  feel  square,  in  New  Madrid  . . 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid... 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  Little  Prairie  .  . 

do do 

do lo 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid... 

110  arpenta  

1.50  ar|ierits 

90  arpents 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid . . . 

do do 

do do 

do do 

A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  New  Madrid. . 

A  lot,  1  arpent, in  New  Madrid... 

A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  New  Madrid. . 

A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  Little  Prairie  . 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  New  Madrid... 

A  lot,  1  arpent,  in  Little  Prairie  . . 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

120  arpents,  in  Little  Prairie 

98  arpents 

A  lot  in  Little  Prairie 

A  lot  in  New  Madrid 

do 

A  lot  in  Little  Prairie 

do 

A  lot  in  New  Madrid 

do 


Francis  R.  Dnpiii 

Joseph  St.  Mary,  or  le^al  represi 


A  lot  in  New  Madrid  . 
120  arpents 


Uuantity  ot'  location  certificate. 


t  exceeding  160  acres. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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LIST — Cniitiniird. 


No.  Ill' 
c»'itiliL-ali', 


OOP 

231 
•SH 
243 

ajs 

247 
24ti 
255 
256 
263 
264 
270 
271 
281 
283 
284 
285 
288 
291 
292 
295 
296 
297 
298 
304 
305 
■JX, 
336 
339 
■M-2 
365 
366 
367 
368 
372 
374 
375 
376 
377 
385 
391) 
391 
420 
426 
427 
434 
436 
437 
438 
440 
444 
449 
452 
459 
460 
468 
469 
470 
471 
472 
474 
476 
479 
480 
486 
490 
497 
498 
499 
500 
507 
512 
513 
516 


Ori'iinal  cluiumnu. 


Julill  I!.  Tliilie;ui(l 

CiTil  I.i'diu' 

Willow  L:i  (_'nur>f 

Josopli  Payne 

Joseph  Lii  Phintn 

I, like  Uevorf 

Josepll  .Story 

Jusepli  Dorion 

do 

Eloy  Dfjiirl.iis 

do 

Friiii''is  l.anplois 

do 

Rupliste  Fournier 

Eustiiche  Peltier 

Azor  Rces 

John  Hemphill's  representative 

Robert  McCoy 

Lue  DelleleuiUe 


Quantity  surrendered. 


■  I'ra 


John  Vn^iMl.... 

do 

.Mary  P.  Ledue  . 
Joseph  Ledue.. 

Hihernois 

do 


A  lot  in  New  Mailriil-, 

do 

A  lot.  I  arpenl.  in    I. idle 

120  iirpents 

A  lot  in  New  Madrid    

A  lot.  2  arpeiits,  in  New  Madrid. . 

do do 

.\  lot,  1  arjieiit,  in  Little  Prairie.  . 

ilo do 

-V  lot  111  Little  Prairie 

ilo 

.\  lot.  1  arpenl,  in  Little  Piaiiie  .. 

dii do 

A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  Little  Prairie  . 

100  arpents,  in  Little  Prairie 

75  arpents 

90  arpenls 

40  arpents 

A  lot,  1  arpeiit,  in  Little  Prairie  . . 

do do 

A  lot  in  Little  Prairie 

do 

A  lot  in  New  Madrid 

do 

.\  lot  in  Little  Prairie 

do 


Uuanlilyof  loealton  eerlitieate. 


Joseph  Vandenbenden '   120  arpents  . 

j 
John  I^ovel,  under  John  Summers 170  arpents  . 


I 


Charles  Gurlbault 

Joliii  B.  Chanter 

.\rthur  Mellon 

Joseph  Muhel,  under  Jolln  Brown 

Arthur  .Mellon,  under  Jacob  .Myers 

Robert  Masters 

W.  Germain  alias  George  Germain 

Charles  Guibuault 

do 

Jean  Montnienie 

do 

Charles  Gurlbault 

James  Williams 

do 

Charles  Bonneau 

Jean  Montnienie 

Gabriel  Hutiot,  jr 

Louis  C'orgiiard 

Francis  Racine 

Thomas  Johnson 1  .\  lot  in  New  Madrid 

Michael  Bontrom ' do 

Hus^h  McD.  Chesholm l  75  arpents 

Toussaint  Godair i  A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  New  Madrid 

Lemuel  blasters |  A  lot  in  New  Madrid 

Alexander  Frazer A  lot  in  Little  Prairie 

Colletl  Carron do 

John  Derlan | do 

P.  St.  Mary , [  A  lot  in  New  Madrid 

Nicholas  St.  Jean do 

Francis  Langlois | do 


120  arpents 

A  lot  in  New  Madrid 

120  arpents 

170  arpeiit.s 

160  arpents 

A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  New  Madrid. 

do do 

A  lot  in  Little  Prairie 

do 

do 

do : 

130  arpents 

A  lot,  5  arpent,  in  New  Madrid.. 

do do 

80  arpents 

.\  lot  in  Little  Praine 

A  lot  in  New  .>Ladrid 

A  lot,  2  arpents,  in  New  Madrid. 
75  arpents 


Nicholas  Dapron 

Francis  St.  Mary 

Francis  Pasquin 

.■\ndrew  Wilson 

Jas.  Alcover,  under  Philip  Ducomb.. . 

George  Unerous 

Peter  Deroche 

.\ndrew  Drybread 

Jacob  .Myers 

do 

Jacob  Myers,  under  Francis  Hudson. 

John  B.  Barselou.v 

do 


do 

do 

90  arpejits 

A  lot  in  New  Madrid  . , 

do 

85  arpents 

40  arpents 

90  arpents 

A  lot  in  New  ^Ladrid  , 

do 

A  lot  of  2  arpents 

A  lot  in  Little  Prairie. 
do 


Francis  Trenchard do.. 


.do. 


.Manuel  Violet,  {by  special  order  of  tlie  commissioner)  . . . 


A  lot  in  New  Madrid., 


Not  e.veeeding  160  acres, 
ilo. 
Do. 

Ilo. 
Ilo. 

liii. 

Iln. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ilo. 

Ilo. 

Ilo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Jlde  general  report. 
Not  exceeding  160  acres. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Vide  general  report. 
Not  e.vceeding  160  acres. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Vide  general  report. 
Not  e.vceeding  160  acres. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
llde  general  report. 
Not  e.vceeding  160  acres, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 
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FREDERICK  BATES. 
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No.  11. 
Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  Augu!<t  8,  1823. 


Sih:  Mr.  Wash,  of  Missouri,  lately  presented  several  patent  certificates  issued  by  you  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Madrid.  These 
certificates  appear  to  have  been  issued  under  the  first  proviso  of  the  first  section  of  that  act,  which  declares 
"  that  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  locate  a  greater  quantity  of  land  under  this  act  than  the  quantity 
confirmed  to  him,  e.xeept  tiie  owners  of  lots  of  ground,  or  tracts  of  land  of  less  quantity  than  IGO  acres, 
who  arc  hereby  authorized  to  locate  and  obtain  any  (|uantity  of  land  not  exceeding  160  acres;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  "entitled  to  locate  more  than  C40  acres."  I  am  of  opinion  that,  under  this  provision  of  the 
law,  no  more  than  100  acres  of  land  can  be  patented  to  any  original  confirmee  of  a  lot  or  tract  of  land  of 
less  quantity  than  IGO  acres;  and  as  the  certificates  jiresented  by  Mr.  Wash  embraced  cases  where  more 
than  that  quantity  had  been  located  jiatents  were  of  course  refused. 

I  understood" from  Mr.  Wash  that  the  ground  on  which  these  certificates  had  been  issued  by  you  was, 
that  althouo-h  the  certificate  was  granteil  in  the  name  of  the  original  confirmee,  (which  appears  also  from 
your  report,)  yet  he  had  assigned  his  interest  to  a  part  of  the  lots  previous  to  the  injury  sustained  from 
the  earthquake,  and  therefore  as  many  certificates  were  issued  as  there  were  assignees.  I  also  understand 
from  him  that  although  the  confirmee  of  a  larger  tract  of  land  than  IGO  acres  might  have  divided  it  into 
tracts  of  less  than  that  quantity,  and  assigned  them  as  before  stated,  yet  such  a  practical'construction 
was  given  to  the  law  as  to  prevent  the  confirmee  and  his  assigns  from  obtaining  more  in  the  whole  than 
640  acres,  or  the  quantity  originally  confirmed.  This  was  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  law,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  a  diflerent  one  should  be  given  as  to  town  lots. 

Some  few  patents  have  been  issued  on  the  certificates  granted  by  you,  on  what  is  now  considered  an 
erroneous  interpretation  of  the  law,  a  list  of  which  is  forwarded;  and,  as  I  can  readily  conceive  that  in 
many  cases  the  assignees  might  be  more  entitled  to  the  relief  intended  to  be  given  than  the  original 
confirmee,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  report  to  this  oflice  the  evidence  of  transfer  in  all  cases  where 
there  has  issued  either  location  or  patent  certificates  in  the  name  of  the  confirmees  of  town  lots  for 
more  than  160  acres  of  land.  I  ask  this  information  with  a  view  of  having  the  cases  submitted  to  Congress, 
should  that  course  be  deemed  necessary. 

I  also  wish  to  know  what  construction  you  have  given  to  the  3d  section  of  the  act  before  mentioned; 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  evident  intention  of  that  section  was  to  limit  the  time  of  location  to  twelve 
months  from  the  date  of  the  location  certificate,  and  that  the  ambiguity  in  this  section  arises  principally 
from  the  omission  of  the  word  "location,"  between  the  words  "which  "  and  "certificate,"  in  that  section. 

As  it  is  intended  to  bring  into  the  market,  as  soon  as  practicable,  all  the  relinquished  and  reserved 
lands,  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  me  what  course  was  pursued  in  relation  to  the  New  Madrid 
lands  which  were  relinquished,  and  particularly  as  to  the  following  points: 

First.   Was  there  any  particular  form  in  the  relinquishment  ? 

Second.  Was  there  any  evidence  required  of  the  confirmee  that  no  transfer  had  been  made  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  land  confirmed  to  him  ? 

Tliird.  If  any  transfer  had  been  made,  was  a  relinquishment  required  from  the  transferree  ? 

Fourth.  In  cases  of  transfer,  what  evidence  was  required  to  show  that  the  transfer  had  been  made 
previous  to  the  injury  sustained  from  the  earthquake  ? 

Fifth.  Was  the  surveyor  general  notified  of  the  relinquishment  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  him  to 
lay  down  the  lands  relinquished  upon  his  maps  ? 

Si.rth.  Have  you   any  plats  of  the  towns  of  New  Madrid  and  Little   Prairie,   on  which   the  lots 
relinquished  in  these  towns,  respectively,  are  laid  down  and  designated  as  relinquished  lands  ? 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Frederick  Bates,  Esq,  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  St.  Louis,  Missotiri. 

Lists  referred  to. 

Joseph  Uorion,  certificate  41,  for  200  ari)ents,  patented;  certificate  256,  for  a  lot,  pateuted;  certificate 
255,  for  a  lot,  not  patented. 

Joseph  Payne,  certificate  45,  for  1  arpent  patented;  certificate  243,  for  120  arpeuts,  patented;  certificate 
46,  for  1  arpent,  not  patented. 


No.  12. 

*  General  Land  Office,  August  8,  1823. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Bates,  the  recorder,  relative  to  the  New  Madrid 
claims,  and  the  relinquishment  of  land^  on  which  those  claims  were  founded,  with  a  request  that  you  will 
furnish  this  office  with  such  information  as  may  be  in  your  power  relative  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  inquiries, 
as  stated  therein. 

We  have  a  map  in  the  office  on  which  is  laid  down  a  number  of  private  claims  immediately  adjoining 
the  town  of  New  Madrid;  but  the  townsliip  plats  not  having  been  as  yet  returned,  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom  these  claims  were  originally  granted  do  not  appear. 

Can  you  furnish  me  with  a  connected  plat  of  that  part  of  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  within  which  any 
private  claim  had  been  surveyed  previous  to  February  IT,  1815,  having  reference  to  the  extent  which  the 
said  county  had  on  November  10,  1812,  and  designating  the  surveys  by  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
the}'  had  been  originallj'  confirmed  ? 

I  will  also  thank  you  for  information  on  the  following'  points: 

First.  Were  the  ]M-ivate  claims  or  any  part  of  them  surveyed  and  connected  with  the  township  lines 
previous  to  February  17,  1815  ? 

Second.  Have  tlie  whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  relinquished  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
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ilihabitatits  of  New  Madrid  hccii  d(\si<;-iKitod  mi  your  ((iwiisliip  maps  as  |irivalc  claims,  (U-  liavc  llnv  in  all 
instances  been  sectioned  iifl'as  other  |)nlilic  lands  y 

Thiril.  ir  tiiiy  part  of  the  relimpiislied  lands  are  desii;-naled  af;Teealjly  lo  surveys  niailc  prior  to 
scctioniiij;"  the  adjacent  lands,  you  will  describe  these  surveys  in  such  special  manner  as  will  enulile  us  to 
proclaim  tlieni  for  sale. 

From  an  e.Kamination  ol'  Mr.  I'ates"  returns,  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inliaf itants  of  New 
Madrid,  1  lind  that  there  has  feen  relimiuished,  in  acres,  112,4(50;  in  arpents,  o:'.,sr)'.l;  in  lots,  71,  in  New 
Madrid;   in  lots,  49,  in  Little  I'rairie;   in  lots,  2,  |ilace  not  desig'nated. 


1  uni,  respectfully,  your  obetlient  servant. 
Gen,  Wiu.i.ui  Kix'tok,  .S?.  Louis,  Mi.-<souri. 


(iVA)lUiK  (lUAllAM. 


No.  13. 

Sui'.veyok's  OiTlcF,,  St.  Louif,  ScplcinJiir  5,  1823. 

Sm:  I  received  by  the  last  mail  your  letter  of  the  Stli  iiltimo,  enclosiiifj^  one  of  tiie  same  date  to  the 
recorder  of  land  titles,  relative  to  New  Madrid  claims,  ttc.  In  answer  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  inciuiries,  as 
stated  therein,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  was  not  notitied  of  the  relinquishments  in  such  manner  as  to 
enable  me  to  lay  down  or  desig'natc  on  the  maps  in  this  ofHee  the  lands  so  reliiKinished.  I  have  not  in  my 
possession  plats^if  the  towns  of  New  Madrid  and  Little  I'rairie,  on  which  the  lots  relin(|nislied  in  those 
towns,  respectively,  arc  laid  down  and  desig'nated  as  relimiuished  lands.  None  of  the  [irivate  claims  were 
surveyed  and  connected  with  the  township  lines  ])revious  to  February  17,  1815.  None  of  the  lands 
relinquished  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Madrid  county  have  been  designated 
on  the  township  plats  as  private  claims.  They  have,  in  all  cases,  (where  the  country  has  been  surveyed,) 
been  laid  off' in  sections,  &c.,  as  other  public  lands.  Flats  and  descriptions  of  all  the  townslii|is  and  fractional 
townships  embracing'  and  near  to  New  Madrid  will  be  forwarded  to  the  fJeneral  Land  Ollice  in  a  short 
time.  These  papers  would  before  now  have  been  transmitted,  but  that  two  of  my  clerks  have  been  sick, 
and  we  have  been  much  engaged  in  preparing  the  necessary  papers  for  tlie  different  land  offices  in  time 
for  the  public  sales.  Your  letters  of  tlie  31st  July  and  of  the  4th  and  5tli  of  August  have  been  received, 
and  shall  be  particularly  attended  io  as  soon  as  practicable. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  George  GR.ui.iM,  Commis><ionrr  General  Land  Offiee,  Wa.<Iiington  City. 


AVM.  KECTOR. 


No.  14. 

Extraet  from  a  letter  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  dated 

Office  of  the  Recohder  of  Land  Titles,  St.  Louis,  Septendier  25,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  this  day  with  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  and  I  rejoice  that  I  have  been 
at  this  lime  called  upon  for  an  explanation  of  my  conduct  in  the  transaction  of  a  business  which  has  g-ivon 
rise  to  such  a  variety  of  unfounded  conjecture.  The  statement  shall  be  made  with  all  the  candor,  brevity, 
and  explicitncss  of  which  I  am  capable. 

We  have  plats  of  the  villages  of  New  iladrid  and  Little  Prairie,  made  by  Spanish  authority  previ- 
ously to  the  change  of  flag,  on  which  plats  are  designated  the  several  lots;  in  issuing  certificates  for  which 
no  one  of  these  lots  has  ever  suflered  a  subdivision.  Mr.  Wash  was  mistaken  in  supposing  it.  The  same 
priucijile  has  been  observed  with  respect  to  them  which  governed  me  in  relation  to  tracts  in  the  country 
exceeding  IGO  acres.  There  were  as  many  original  entire  lots  as  there  are  certificates  of  location.  If  in 
any  case  these  lots  have  been  divided,  either  before  or  since  the  earthquakes,  the  transferrees  have  been 
considered  as  joint  or  common  "legal  representatives,"  and  entitled  only  to  one  relief,  not  exceeding  IGO 
acres  for  each  original  lot.  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  surprise  at  the  misconception  which  has 
arisen  on  this  subject. 

You  require  me  to  report  to  you  the  evidence  of  transfer  in  all  the  cases  of  excess  beyond  ItiO  acres 
in  the  name  of  the  same  confirmee,  for  tiie  liberal  purpose,  as  you  are  pleased  to  say,  of  havin.g  them 
submitted  to  Congress  if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary-.  I  pray  you  to  indulge  me  until  next  mail;  for, 
although  I  have  been  engaged  in  making  up  the  reports  required  by  your  former  letters,  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  complete  thein;  and  these  latter  are  in  no  respect  difl'erent  in  class,  principle,  and  character, 
from  those  contained  in  the  .general  statement,  which  had  been  commenced  before  the  receipt  of  your  last 
communication. 

You  wish  to  know  what  construction  I  have  placed  on  the  3d  section.  It  was,  I  thiid<,  obviously  my 
duty  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  claims  allowed,  and  of  locations  made,  and  to  deliver  to  the  "party"  a 
certificate  of  "circumstances,"  with  the  addition  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  patent,  &c.  In  discharge  of 
the  first  two  requisitions,  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  lists  of  location  certificates  and  of  patent  certificates 
reported  to  the  General  Land  Office  will  be,  and  have  been,  found  satisfactory.  In  supposed  fulfilment  of 
the  third  duty  which  this  section  imposes,  I  have  given  to  the  "party"  the"  certificate  -itself  from  which 
the  abstract  in  the  patent  list  had  been  taken.  I  never  could  comprehend  why  this  certificate  should  Ije 
again  returned  to  the  recorder's  office.  It  was  heretofore  believed  that  the  General  Land  Office  had 
acquiesced  in,  although  it  may  not  have  expressly  sanctioned,  this  practical  construction.  The  details  of 
the  law  seem  to  me  to  be  clouded  with  amfiiguities,  yet,  as  its  general  intendment  is,  perhaps,  sufficiently 
apparent,  I  attempted  a  substantial  attainment  of  ultimate  objects,  to  the  neglect,  perhaps,  of  intermediate 
process,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  useless  and  even  without  a  purpose.  I  confess,  however,  that  I 
ought  to  have  observed  all  the  forms. 

It  remains  for  me  to  answer  your  inquiries  as  to  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in  relation  to 
the  lands  relinquished. 
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1st.  There  was  no  particular  f(jrm  of  relinquishment.  A  guarantee  coukl  not  be  expected,  for  in  a 
legal  construction  tiie  titles,  however  prospect ivelj'  good,  were  yet  in  the  government.  I  mean  that 
patents  liad  not  yet  issued,  though  every  claim  the  subject  of  relief  had  been  previouslj'  confirmed.  A 
ciuit-elaim  has  been  accepted  witliout  the  observance  of  any  set  form  of  words.  Lideed,  had  1  not  been 
positively  instructed,  I  never  should  have  deemed  a  written  relinquishment  necessary,  as,  under  the  last 
provis(.i  (if  the  1st  section  of  the  act,  the  damaged  lands  became  vested  in  the  United  States  on  the  accept- 
ance of  the  relief. 

2d.  No  evidence  was  required  of  the  confirmee  that  he  had  not  transferred  either  in  wIkjIc  or  in  part. 
If  the  cillice  has  connnitted  an  error,  I  regret  it  exceedingly;   but  that  course  did  seem  to  me  impracticable. 

3d.  When  a  transfer  was  knoiai  to  have  been  made,  a  relinquishment  was  required  from  the  transferree. 

4tli.  It  never  did  occur  to  me  that  it  was  material  whether  the  original  interest  was  transferred  before 
or  after  the  earthquakes,  and  no  inquiry  was  ever  thought  of  as  to  that  fact.  Where  the  deeds  themselves 
were  presented  their  dates  will  slmw;  but  the  transferrees,  for  the  most  part,  chose  rather  to  file  the 
county  recorder's  certificate. 

5th.  A  statement  of  the  relinquishments  was  supplied  to  the  surveying  department  (perhaps  not 
handed  to  General  Kector  himself)  while  the  deputies  were  engaged  in  a  survey  of  the  New  Madrid 
lands.  Other  rclimiuishments  have  since  been  made,  which,  indeed,  I  have  not  yet  reported,  as  I  did  not 
kmnv  that  any  present  use  could  be  made  of  them. 

(ith.  We  have,  as  I  observed  in  a  former  part  of  this  letter,  plats  of  the  towns  of  New  Madrid  and 
Little  Prairie,  but  I  have  not  designated  thereon  the  several  lots  which  became  vested  in  the  United 
States,  as  the  very  foundations  of  the  latter  were  broken  up  by  the  earthquakes  and  have  passed  down 
the  Mississippi.  The  greater  part  of  the  town  of  New  Madrid  lias  suffered  a  similar  fate.  I,  therefore, 
could  not  but  consider  these  lots  as  forever  lost  to  the  government,  thougli  the  interior  of  the  country  is, 
I  understand,  regaining,  from  year  to  year,  its  former  appearance  and  productiveness. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  BATES. 

Hon.  Geo.  Gr.\ham,  Cummiaaioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  15. 

Office  of  the  Recorder  of  L.\xd  Titles,  St.  Louk,  October  1,  1823. 

Sir:  I  now  forward  the  relinquishments  made  to  the  United  States  by  the  persons  who  obtained 
certificates  of  location  under  the  act  of  Fel.iruary  17,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Madrid, 
who  sufl'ered  by  earthquakes,  accompanied  by  a  detailed  abstract.  As  this  office  was  not  competent  to 
decide  finally  as  to  derivative  title,  the  names  of  those  to  whom  the  lands  were  confirmed  have  been 
retained  through  the  whole  business,  witli  the  addition  of  the  words  of  the  law  "or  legal  7-epref<entatives." 
On  the  application  of  a  purchaser  the  original  deeds  or  certificates  of  their  record  in  the  county  office  of 
New  Madrid  were  always  required.  It  might  have  been  premised  that,  as  matter  of  course  and  of 
obvious  neccssitj',  the  proof  of  material  injury  had,  on  the  first  application  of  the  party  for  relief,  been 
recorded  in  the  minutes.  As  the  reports  now  transmitted  includes  all  the  certificates  of  location  either 
for  damaged  lands  in  the  country  or  for  lots  in  the  towns,  I  have  thought  that  you  would  not  expect  the 
particular  evidence  on  issues  for  lots  beyond  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  more  especially  as  the  certifi- 
cates of  title,  as  well  as  the  relinquishments  for  these,  are  so  blended  with  the  others  as  not  to  be  suscepti- 
ble of  separation. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  BATES. 

Hon.  George  Grah.ym. 


No.  16. 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  November  12,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  25th  of  September  and  1st  of  October,  with  the  papers  referred  to  therein, 
have  been  received,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  j'ou  for  the  information  communicated  relative  to  the 
New  Madrid  claims.  The  letters  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  immediately  on  his 
arrival.  The  daily  expectation,  for  some  time  past,  of  his  return  has  prevented  an  earlier  acknowledg- 
ment of  them. 

I  have  had  the  relinquishments  compared  with  the  reports  of  the  confirmed  claims  which  are  in  this 
office,  and  find  them  to  correspond. 

I  confess  that  I  have  been  much  surprised  to  find  that  so  large  a  quantity  of  land  had  been  confirmed 
to  settlers  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  and  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
acres  of  this  land  .should  have  been  materially  injured  by  the  earthquake.  So  far,  however,  as  the 
government  may  sustain  injury  from  the  loose  manner  in  which  the  law  may  have  been  drawn  up,  we  can 
aflbrd  no  remedy,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  take  care  that  the  government  incur  no  loss,  nor  sustain  embarrass- 
ment from  the  manner  in  which  the  law  shall  be  executed.  The  construction  given  by  you,  that  the 
confirmee  to  several  lots  of  land  of  less  quantity  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  was  entitled  to  a 
certificate  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  each  of  such  lots  is  not  considered  here  as  a  correct  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  and  patents  will  bo  withheld  in  all  cases  where  more  than  one  certificate  issued  to 
such  confirmee.  There  is,  perhaps,  another  class  of  cases  where  great  embarrassment  to  the  government 
may  arise,  and  ultimately  great  loss  to  innocent  individuals.  I  allude  to  that  description  of  cases  where 
the  relin(piishment  may  not  be  valid,  either  from  fraud  or  from  defective  assignment.  As  I  shall  issue  no 
patents  except  in  the  name  of  the  original  confirmee  and  his  legal  representatives,  the  government  will 
sustain  no  loss  in  those  cases;  for  if  the  relinquishment  is  invalid  from  either  of  the  causes  mentioned, 
the  patent  founded  on  such  relinquishment  is  necessarily  null  and  void,  but  the  interests  of  innocent 


1825.] 


LANDS    FOR    SCHOOLS    1  X    OHIO.  47 


individmiLs  may  bo  iiiatorially  allotted,  and  wc  slisuld  take  cvci-y  possible  lu-eeautinii  tu  ^uard  a.n'aiiist 
the  issiliii"- of  patents  in  these  eases.  \\'liellier  any  sueh  cases  exist  1  have  hd  means  nl'  aseerlaininj;' 
at  in'csent;  and  if  they  do.  1  siiall  not  know  ihc  extent  of  them  nnlil  the  lownship  phits  desi^'natiie^-  Ihe 
private  chiinis  arc  reeeived  ;it  this  olliee,  and  tlie  land  shall  lia\i'  Ween  pinilainu'd  for  sale.  With  u  \  icw, 
however,  to  a  more  critical  investigation,  at  this  olliee,  ol'  the  anlhorily  and  powers  on  which  Ihe  several 
relinquishments  were  made,  1  have  to  re.piest  that  yon  will  forwaid  all  the  ori,i;iiial  papers  in  yonr 
possession  on  which   relincpiishments   ha\e   been   made,  designating  those  cases,  if  any,  w  lieic  yon   have 

aiiv  snspieinn,  from   any  canse   whalexcr.  of  irregularity  in  the   rclimpiisl ■iil,   logelhei'  with   any  other 

int"ormation  which  yon  nniy  lia\c  it  in  yonr  power  to  cominnnicale.  'i'o  ^nard  against  loss  by  acciilcnt,  or 
Otherwise,  it  wonld  be  ad\isable  to  forward  tln.se  papi'is  by  some  pii\ale  conveyance  in  -which  yon  can 
place  entire  conlidence. 

I  have  reqnested  Mr.  Sloo  to  collect  such  inh'rmation  as  it  may  be  in  his  power  relative  to  the  persons 
claiming  the  relinquished  lands  on  his  route  through  that  district  of  country,  and  to  examine  the  land  olliee 
in  Arkansas. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  &c., 

(;ko]m;e  ckaham. 

FmcDEiiicK  Bates,  Esq.,  Bcconlcr  of  Land  Tillc.-i,  SI.  Loiii.-;^  Jli^.-njuri. 


No.  17. 

St.  Loits,  A^iivrnilii'i'  22,  IS'io. 

Sir:  In  the  examination  of  the  land  oflices  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  I  have  noticed  that  a  uniformity 
is  not  observed  in  marking  the  ma]3s  and  township  plats.  Some  adhere  to  the  old  mode,  A  1';  some 
designate  a  sale  by  the  letter  E;  and  others  by  the  letter  S.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  the 
latter  mode,  witli  the  addition  of  the  number  of  the  application  on  the  townshii)  ]ilat.  The  general  map 
might  be  marked  with  the  letter  S  oidy.  I  have  also  noticed  a  want  ol'  uiuforinity  in  the  charge  of  com- 
missitms  by  the  receivers.  Some  chatg'e  commission  on  the  amount  of  vionfi/s  received  at  the  end  of 
every  quarter;  others  charg'e  commission  on  moneys  paid  over.  The  former  1  should  tliink  the  best  mode, 
as  the  entries  are  not  so  numeroTis,  consequently  the  probability  of  error  lessened,  and  the  accounts  of 
the  register  and  receiver  would  then  be  a  check  upon  each  other;  and  whether  it  is  permitted  or  not,  I 
am  confident  that  the  amount  is  universally  api>lied  at  the  end  of  every  (piarter.  I  have  also  observed 
that  there  apjiears  to  be  a  general  complaint  on  account  of  the  delay  in  issuing  patents.  Such  a  length 
of  time  has  clajised  since  many  jiersons  have  ]iaid  for  their  land  that  they  begin  to  think  tliat  there  is 
some  mistake  in  the  matter,  and  feel  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  on  the  subject.  From  information  obtained 
in  passing  through  ^Missouri  and  Arkansas  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  observe  to  you  that  I  think  it  would  bo 
advisable  to  have  a  tribunal  established  for  the  immediate  and  final  adjustment  of  New  Madrid  claims. 
I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  New  ^Madrid  law,  as  it  is  termed,  has  given  rise  to  more  fraud  and  more 
downright  villany  than  any  law  ever  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  Uiuted  States,  and,  if  the  claims  are 
not  immediately  decided  upon,  will  involve  the  citizens  of  Missouri  in  endless  litigation  and  trouble  in 
additi<in  to  the  nutnerous  frauds  practised  ujion  the  government.  In  many  instances,  I  am  informed, 
fraudulent  relinquishments  have  been  made,  and  certificate  obtained,  by  persons  who  had  not  the  shadow 
of  a  claim  to  the  land  surrendered,  and  the  tract  thus  surrendered  has  sometimes  been  covered  by  another 
Madrid  certificate,  while  the  real  owner  continued  in  quiet  possession  of  his  property,  without  the  least 
idea  of  relinquishing  it.  Many  persons  have  received  certificates  for  large  quantities  of  land,  -when  I 
believe  it  was  never  contemplated  liy  the  law  that  an_y  claimant  should  receive  more  than  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  And  to  close  the  scene,  a  great  many  of  the  persons  who  really  did  relinquish  have  claimed 
and  intend  to  claim  the  right  of  pre-emption  on  the  tracts  relinquished.  This  information  I  have  from 
the  register  and  receiver  at  Jackson,  Missouri.  I  would  beg  leave  to  sug-gest  to  you  the  propriety  of 
having  an  early  decision  on  the  old  Spanish  claims  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  They  cover  a  considerable 
extent  of  valuable  ciiuntr_y  which  must  be  withhidd  frtun  market  until  g(.ivernment  shall  deterniine  their 
fate.  I  tliink  it  important  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
as  well  as  to  the  claimants  themselves,  that  a  speedy  decision  should  be  had.  In  their  present  situation 
they  hold  out  an  inducement  for  fraud  and  speculation,  and  give  rise  to  a  false  liope,  which  it  is  wrong' 
to  encourage,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  it  would  be  better  for  all  parties  to  have  an  immediate  decision, 
be  that  what  it  may,  than  to  be  kept  longer  in  suspense. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SLOO,  Jr. 

Hon.  George  Grah.\m,  Cummisxioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Wa^ldmjton  C'dy. 
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COMMUXIC.iTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXT.ATIVES    JANUARY   7,    1S25. 

RESOLUTION  AND  MEMORIAL  to  Congress  on  the  suliject  of  scliool  lands. 

Besolced.  That  the  following  memorial  lie  subiintted  to  tlie  Congress  of  the  I'liited  States  during  the 
present  session  or  so  soon  as  may  be  practicable: 

To  the  Senate  and  Hout^e  of  Eepresentatives  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congref:f!  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  State   of  Ohio,  in  general  assembly,  respectfully  represents:  That,  liy  tlie  act 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  30th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1802,  the  following,  among 
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other  propositiiins,  were  ofl'ered  to  tlie  convention  to  be  assembled  for  tlie  formation  of  a  State  government 
for  tlie  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  including  the  State  of  Ohio — 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  section  number  sixteen  in  every  township,  and  where  such  sectiim  had  been  sold 
other  lands  equivalent  thereto  slmuld  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use  of  schools. 

Serondh/.  That  the  six  miles  reservation,  including  the  salt  springs,  commonly  called  the  Scioto  Salt 
Springs,  the  salt  spring  near  the  iluskingham  river,  and  in  the  military  tract,  with  the  section  of  land 
which  include  the  same,  should  be  granted  to  the  said  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  thereof:  Provided, 
the  said  legislature  should  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years. 

That  the  foregoing  propositions  when  acted  upon  and  considered  in  convention  of  Ohio,  and  by  an 
ordinance  passed  the  29tli  day  of  November,  in  the  j'car  1802,  the  aforesaid  propositions  were  accepted: 
Provided,  That  the  following  mudifieations  should  be  made  thereto — that  is  to  say,  that,  in  addition  to  the 
first  propositions,  securing  the  section  number  sixteen  in  every  township,  within  certain  tracts,  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof  for  the  use  of  schools,  a  like  donation,  equal  to  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  amount 
of  the  lands  in  the  United  States  military  tract,  should  be  made  for  the  support  of  schools  within  that 
tract;  and  also  that  the  like  provision  sliould  be  made  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Virginia  reserva- 
tion, so  far  as  the  unlocated  laud  in  that  tract  would  supply  the  proportion  after  the  warrants  issued  from 
said  State  should  have  been  satisfied;  and  also  that  a  donation  of  the  same  kind,  or  such  provision  as 
Congress  shmild  deem  expedient,  should  be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Connecticut  reserve,  and  tbat, 
out  of  all  the  lands  which  might  hereafter  be  purchased  of  the  Lidian  tribes  by  the  United  States,  and 
Ij'ing  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  should  be  given  as  aforesaid  for  the  support 
of  public  schools,  and  that  all  lands,  before  mentioned,  to  be  ajipropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  should  be 
vested  in  the  legislature  (jf  said  State  of  Oliio  in  trust  for  said  purpose. 

That  a  certain  proportion  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio  had  already  been  disposed  of 
by  the  United  States;  and  by  patent,  dated  on  the  loth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1794,  certain  lands 
therein  described  were  granted  unto  John  Cleves  Symmes,  reserving  to  the  United  States,  out  of  each 
township  within  the  same,  lot  numbered  sixteen  for  the  use  of  schools,  being  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the 
whole  tract  granted  as  aforesaid. 

That  a  certain  tract  had  also  been  granted  unto  Manassah  Cutler  and  others,  under  the  name  of  the 
Ohio  Company,  in  which  lot  number  sixteen,  being  one  thirty-sixth  part,  was  also  reserved  for  the  use  of 
schools,  in  addition  to  which  are  the  appropriations  for  the  Ohio  and  Miami  Universities,  but  to  which 
last  appropriations  to  the  Ohio  and  Miami  University  your  memorialists  have  only  adverted  as  not  being 
intended  to  be  embraced  in  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  herewith  submitted. 

That  the  ordinances  of  the  convention  of  Ohio,  of  November,  1802,  gave  rise  to  the  act  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  the  3d  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1803,  by  which  it  was  enacted  more  specifically — 

Fird.  That  certain  ciuarter  townships  in  the  tract  commonly  called  the  United  States  military  tract, 
and  in  said  act  particularly  described,  amounting  to  the  one  thirtj--sixth  part  of  the  estimated  whole 
amount  of  lands  within  that  tract. 

Second.  That  certain  other  quarter  townships  in  the  same  United  States  military  tract,  and  in  said 
act  particularly  described,  for  the  use  of  the  tract  of  country  commonly  called  the  Connecticut  reserve, 
were  also,  by  said  act,  granted  or  reserved. 

Third.  So  much  of  that  tract  within  this  State,  commonly  called  the  Virginia  military  reservation, 
as  would  amount  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  tract,  was  also  granted,  to  be  selected  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  out  of  the  unlocated  land  in  that  tract,  after  the  warrants  issued  from  the 
State  of  Virginia  should  have  been  satisfied. 

Fourth.  There  was  also  granted  and  secured  by  the  same  act  one  tliirtj-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  lying  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguished,  which 
might  thereafter  be  purchased  of  the  Indian  tribes  by  the  United  States,  which  thirty-sixth  part  should 
consist  of  the  sections  number  sixteen  in  every  township;  the  specified  and  declared  object  of  the  afore- 
said grants  and  reservations  were  for  the  use  of  common  schools  within  the  several  districts  of  country 
therein  specified,  and  were,  as  j'our  memorialists  conceive,  granted  upon  full  consideration  arising  from 
the  increased  value  of  the  remaining  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  also  from  the  relinquish- 
ment, on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  of  the  right  to  tax  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the 
State  of  Ohio,  until  five  years  after  the  sale  thereof,  and  that  it  was,  by  the  aforesaid  act,  expressly 
declared  that  the  several  appropriations  for  schools,  made  therein,  were  in  conformity  with  and  in  consider- 
ation of  the  conditions  agreed  on  by  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  convention  of  said  State, 
bearing  date  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  tlmusand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and 
herein  before  particularly  referred  to. 

That  your  memorialists  conceive  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  compact  aforesaid  that 
one  tliirt_y-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  within  the  State  of  Ohio  should  be  granted  to  the  people  thereof  for 
the  use  of  common  schools,  and  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  hr/it^lalure  thereof;  and  that  this 
construction  is  warranted  by  the  spirit  and  even  by  the  letter  of  the  different  acts  of  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  when  considered  in  relation  to  the  ordinance  of  the  State  of  Ohio  above  referred  to,  and  to 
which  a  direct  reference  is  had  by  the  aforesaid  last  recited  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

That  when  it  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  grant  aforesaid,  in  relation  to  the  tract  of  country 
commonly  called  the  Virginia  military  reservation,  would  be  rendered  wholly  inoperative  in  consequence, 
the  limitation  and  condition  thereunto  annexed,  by  reason  of  the  great  and  uncertain  amount  of  warrants 
whicii  had  been  issued  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  together  with  the  extended  period  for  locating  the  same, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  stipulations  of  the  compact  aforesaid,  by  the  act 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  appropriated  eighteen 
quarter  townships  and  three  sections,  as  are  in  said  act  described,  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  tract  of 
land  in  the  State  of  Ohio  commonly  called  Virginia  military  reservation,  which  were  by  the  said  act  also 
vested  in  the  legislature,  in  trust  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

That  at  the  period  when  the  act  aforesaid,  making  an  appropriation  for  the  tract  commonly  called  the 
•Connecticut  reserve,  was  passed,  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  that  part  only  which  lies  east 
of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  and  the  appropriation  was  made  only  in  relation  to  that  part  to  which  the  Indian 
title  had  been  extinguished,  and  consisted  of  a  tract  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  reserve  to  which 
the  Indian  title  had  lieen  so  extinguished;  since  which  time  the  Indian  title  to  that  part  of  tlie  reserve 
lying  west  of  the  Cuyahoga  river  has  been  extinguished  by  the  United  States  for  and  on  account  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  who  made  the  necessary  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

That,  as  j'our  memorialists  conceive,  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  compact 
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aforesaid,  ami  formed  a  material  item  of  the  euiisideratiou  which  induced  the  State  of  Oiiio  to  make  the 
concession  thej-  did  make  under  that  cotn|iact,  tliat  they  shouhl  receive,  in  return,  lands  equal  to  one 
thirtv-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  witliin  tiie  State  of  Ohio  to  lie  aii|)rii|u-iatid  fnr  the  use  nf  edmnmn  seiiools 
within  said  State. 

The  lejiMslature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  eonstruing-  the  terms  and  sfiirit  of  tiie  coin|iaet  in  llu^  manner 
above  set  forth,  do  not  hesitate  to  represent  to  the  United  States  that  wjien  th(!  Indian  title  was  extin- 
I'-nished  to  the  tract  of  country  lying-  in  the  tJonnecticut  reserve  west  of  the  Cuyaiioga,  the  t(!rms  aforesaiil 
required  of  the  United  States  that  a  law  should  be  passed  appropriating-  from  their  unlocated  lands  within 
the  State  of  Ohio  a  tract  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  tiie  Connecticut  reserve  lying-  west  of  the  Cuyahoga 
river;  and  that  they,  relying  on  the  justice  and  good  faith  of  thi;  government  of  the  United  States,  conli- 
dently  anticipated  the  passage  of  such  an  act  in  aid  of  the  exertions  of  the  State  of  (Jliio  in  establishing- 
a  system  of  common  free  schools  throughout  the  State. 

That  in  relation  to  the  lands  already  appropriated,  as  above  described,  ilw.  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  aforesaid,  and  in  aid  of  the  great  and  i/nportant  object  contemplated,  have 
resorted  to  various  methods  of  rendering  them  i)roductive,  and  in  jiarticular  that  of  leasing  tiiem  to  such 
individuals  as  have  applied  therefor;  that  experience,  however,  has  fully  demonstrated  that  this  fund  will 
lie  wholly  unavailing  in  their  hands  in  its  present  shape.  That  in  order  that  tin;  beneficial  and  laudalde 
objects  contemplated  by  the  grants  aforesaid  may  be  secured  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  it  will, 
as  your  memorialists  conceive,  be  necessary  that  the  legislature  should  possess  the  unlimited  control  over 
the' lands  aforesaid,  with  the  power  of  disposing  of  them  in  fee. 

Tiie  objections  which  are  urged  against  the  ])rescnt  mode  of  administering  tliat  I'liml  are,  in  the  first 
place,  tiiat,"l)y  reason  of  the  facilities  which  tiie  State  of  Ohio  affords  of  acquiring  a  property  in  real  estate, 
a  necessity  exists  of  leasing-  the  lands  in  question  to  persons  almost  wliolly  destitute  of  pet'uniary  means, 
whereby  the  avails  of  those  lands  are  rendered  at  least  uncertain.  In  consc(iuence,  also,  that  as  these 
lands  are  detached  over  the  whole  State  of  Ohio,  tlie  expense  which  must  necessarily  be  incurred  by 
creating  a  superintendence  over  them  renders  them  much  less  productive  than  your  memorialists  conceive 
they  niig-lit  be  rendered  if  tlie  lands  were  sold  and  the  proceeds  concentrated  in  oii(>  fund. 

The  fact,  also,  before  adverted  to,  that  these  lands  must  necessarily  be  intrusted  to  tlie  possession  of 
those  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  community,  and  who  possess  no  permanent  interest  in  the  soil,  has  produced 
a  waste  upon  these  lands  of  their  timber  and  otherwise  equal,  perhaps,  to  the  whole  revenue  which  may 
liave  been  derived  from  them.  The  fact  also,  that,  by  holding  tliem  under  the  present  tenure,  your  memo- 
rialists are  compelled  to  offer  upon  lease  so  great  a  proportion  of  their  soil  as  will  invite  and  retain  a 
population  within  her  boundaries  of  a  character  not  to  be  desired,  and  in  amount  so  great  as  to  create  an 
evil  which  can  only  be  conceived  of  in  a  country  where  every  individual  possessing  a  very  moderate 
portion  of  industry  and  economy  may,  within  a  single  year,  appropriate  to  himself,  in  fee,  a  quantity  of 
land  sutficient  to  furnish  means  of  support  for  an  ordinary  family,  is  also  a  circumstance  which  your 
memorialists  conceive  is  not  undeserving  of  consideration. 

While  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  common  with  her  sister  States,  shall  have  her  ordinary  proportion  of  idle 
and  unprofitable  members,  this  great  proportion  of  land  which  must  be  held  liy  lease  must,  of  necessitj', 
produce  a  corresponding  feature  in  her  population,  although  many  industrious  and  valuable  citizens  may 
be  found  among  the  lessees  of  school  lands;  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  great  body  of  those  who 
constitute  the  strength  and  basis  of  every  government,  and  who  are  to  be  considered  as  the  friends  of 
good  order  and  public  improvement,  are  among  those  who  are  the  owners  as  well  as  occupiers  of  the  soil. 
These  evils,  as  your  memorialists  conceive,  arise  wholly  from  the  S3-stem  of  granting-  these  lands  upon 
leases,  and  are  such  as  cannot  be  remedied  by  any  course  of  legislation  whatever,  if,  as  some  have  sup- 
posed, the  State  has  not  the  power  under  the  term  of  the  original  grant  iif  disposing-  of  these  lauds  in 
fee.  Notwithstanding  your  memorialists  may  be  of  the  opinion  that  they  already  possess  this  right,  yet 
so  long-  as  the  question  shall  admit  of  any  doubt  it  must  of  necessity  have  the  effect  to  restrain  its  exercise. 
It  is  true,  that  if  the  forms  of  proceedings  established  by  States  as  the  rules  of  action  for  its  members 
shall  or  can  be  brought  to  operate  upon  the  States  themselves,  this  question  might  perhaps  be  rendered 
still  more  uncertain;  but  your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  grants  aforesaid,  being  made  to  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  through  the  medium  of  the  legislature  for  the  use  of  the  people,  that  no  limitations 
can  have  anj'  operation  further  than  as  it  shall  furnish  an  argument  against  diverting-  this  fund  from  its 
original  and  legitimate  object.  The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  being  in  all  respects  sovereign  within 
the  constitution,  their  capacity  to  do  any  and  every  act  in  relation  to  property  which  its  citizens  hold  in 
common,  is,  as  they  conceive,  necessarily  implied;  nor  can  they  acknowledge  that  any  rule,  <.)ther  than  the 
constitution,  can  operate  with  any 'obligatory  effect  upon  the  power  which  has  created  the  rule  itself, 
except  upon  considerations  of  justice  and  policy  towards  those  who  may  be  affected  by  their  acts.  It 
may,  it  is  true,  be  said  that  these  grants  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  compact  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  that  therefore  they  are  to  be  limited  to  their  particular  terms  in  relation  to 
the  State  of  Ohio.  It  is  admitted  tliat  the  grant  exists  in  consequence  of  a  compact;  but  inasmuch  as  the 
United  States  have  received  a  full  and  valuable  consideration  wliich  formed  the  inducement  of  the  grant, 
and  inasmuch  as  they  have  not  reserved  to  themselves  any  beneficial  interest  in  the  land  aforesaid  or 
possibility  of  reversion,  or  any  title  whatever,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  they  can  possess  any  controlling 
power;  it  may  be  urged  also  that,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  method  pointed  out  in  respect  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  trust  should  be  executed,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  have  an  unlimited 
discretion  in  this  respect,  and  may  avail  themselves  of  every  possible  method  of  producing  the  greatest 
advantage  to  those  whom  they  represent.  This  argument,  they  conceive,  is  powerfully  supported  by  the 
fact  that  the  same  act  grants  to  the  State,  as  well  the  school  lands  in  questiiin  as  the  six  miles  reserva- 
tion, including  the  Scioto  salt  springs;  in  respect  of  which  latter  the  legislature  are  expressly  restrained 
from  selling-  the  same  or  leasing  them  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years,  and  that  tlie  inference  from  this 
circumstance  is  direct,  that  it  -n'as  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  that  compact  that  no  such  restraint  should 
exist  in  relation  to  the  other  lands  which  did  not  come  within  this  provision.  While  j-our  memorialists 
have  been  thus  particular  in  endeavoring  to  give  the  proper  definition  of  the  powers  they  possess,  in 
order  that  no  conclusions  may  hereafter  be  drawn  unfavorable  to  their  claim  from  iiaving  made  this  appli- 
cation, and  have  thereby  perhaps  sliown  that  in  a  particular  |>oint  of  view  this  application  is  wholly 
unnecessary,  they  are  of  opinion  that  an  act  of  Cong-rcss  of  the  United  States  declaratory  of  the  extent  of 
the  grants  atVu'esaid  will  be  productive  of  much  benefit,  in  case  the  legislature  of  the  State  shi.iuld  here- 
after determine  to  dispose  of  the  same;  that  it  will  have  the  full  etfect  of  removing  every  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  the  purchasers,  and  thereby  enhance  the  price  which  will  be  obtained  for  the  same. 
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Therefore,  your  memorialists  represent  that  it  would  be  of  advantage,  and  conduce  to  the  future  pros- 
perity of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  a  law  of  the  United  States  be  passed  declaring  the  authority  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  to  dispose  of  the  said  lands  granted  for  the  use  of  schools  within  said  State  in  fee,  and  that  the 
proceeds  thereof  be  invested  in  some  permanent  fund,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  applied,  under  the 
directions  of  the  legislature,  for  the  use  of  common  schools  within  the  townships  or  districts  to  which  they 
were  originally  granted  in  said  State,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever:  provided  that  the 
sections  numbered  sixteen,  granted  as  aforesaid  for  the  use  of  schools,  shall  not  be  sold  without  the 
consent  of  the  iidiabitants  of  such  original  surveyed  township,  and  that  they  maybe  authorized  and 
empowered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  aforesaid  six  miles  reservation,  including  the  Scioto  salt  springs, 
the  salt  springs  near  Muskingum  river  and  in  the  military  tract,  with  the  sections  of  land  which  include 
the  same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  thereof  to  such  literary  purposes  as  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
may  hereafter  direct. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  the  foregoing  memorial  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  take  such  order  and  disposition  of  the  funds  as  shall  seem  to  him  proper. 

JO.SEPH  RICHARDSON, 
Speaker  of  the  Houfie  of  Re  present  atives. 
ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 

February  26,  1824.  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Secretary  of  St.we's  Office,  Columhm,  Ohio,  February  27,  1824. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  roll  remaining  in  this  office. 

..  JER.  M'LENE,  Secretary  of  State. 
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CLAIM  OF  THE  BARON  DE  MAISON  ROUGE  TO  LANDS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    1,    1825. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  to  a  large 
tract  of  land  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Ouachita  and  Catahoula,  in  Louisiana,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  December  23,  1824,  reported: 

That,  on  March  11,  179.5,  the  governor  of  Louisiana  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

We,  Francis  Ijcwis  Hector,  Baron  de  Carondelet,  knight  of  Malta,  brigadier  general  of  the  royal 
armies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  military  and  civil  governor  of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida; 
Don  Francis  Rendon,  intcndant  of  the  army  and  deputy  superintendent  of  the  royal  domains  in  the  said 
provinces;  Don  Joseph  de  Oi'ne,  knight  of  the  roj'al  and  distinguished  order  of  Charles  the  Third,  prin- 
cipal accountant  for  the  royal  chests  of  the  army,  exercising  the  functions  of  fiscal  of  the  royal  domains, 
declare,  that  we  agree  and  contract  with  the  SeSor  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  an  enugrant  French  knight, 
who  has  arrived  in  this  capital  from  the  United  States,  to  propose  to  us  to  bring  into  these  provinces 
thirty  families  who  also  are  emigrants,  and  ivho  are  to  descend  the  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an 
establishment  with  them  on  the  lands  bordering  upon  the  Washita,  designed  principally  for  the  culture  of 
wheat,  and  the  erection  of  mills  for  manufacturing  flour,  under  the  following  conditions: 

1st.  We  offer,  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  whom  God  preserve,  to  pay  out  of  the  royal 
treasury  two  hundred  dollars  to  every  family  composed  of  two  white  persons  fit  for  agriculture  or  for  the 
arts  useful  and  necessary  to  this  establkhment,  as  house  or  ship  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  and  locksmiths; 
and  four  hundred  to  those  having  four  laborers;  and,  in  the  same  way,  one  hundred  to  those  having  no 
more  than  one  useful  laborer  or  artificer,  as  before  described,  with  his  family. 

2d.  At  the  same  time  we  promise,  under  the  auspices  of  our  sovereign  monarch,  to  assist  tfiem  forward 
from  New  Madrid  to  Washita  with  a  skilful  guide,  an'  the  provisions  necessary  for  them,  till  their  arrival 
at  the  place  of  destination. 

3d.  The  expenses  of  transportation  of  their  baggage  and  implements  of  labor,  which  shall  come  by 
sea  to  this  capital,  shall  be  paid  on  account  of  the  royal  domains,  and  they  shall  be  taken  on  the  same 
account  from  this  place  to  the  Washita,  provided  that  the  weight  shall  not  exceed  three  thousand  pounds 
for  each  family. 

4th.  There  shall  be  granted  to  every  family  containing  two  white  persons  fit  for  agriculture  fen  arpents 
of  land  extending  Ixick  forty  arpents,  and  increasing  in  the  same  proportion  to  those  which  shall  contain  a 
greater  number  of  white  cultivators. 

5th.  Lastly,  it  shall  be  permitted  to  the  families  to  bring,  or  to  cause  to  come  with  them,  European 
servants,  who  shall  bind  themselves  to  their  service  for  six  or  more  years,  under  the  express  condition  that, 
if  they  have  families,  they  shall  have  a  right,  after  their  term  of  service  is  expired,  to  receive  a  grant  of  land 
proportioned,  in  the  same  manner,  to  their  numbers.  Thus  we  promise,  as  we  have  here  stated;  and 
that  it  may  come  to  the  knoidedge  of  those  families  which  propose  to  transport  themselves  thither,  we  sign 
the  present  contract  with  the  aforesaid  Senor  Marquis  de  Maison  Roug-e,  to  whom,  that  it  may  be  made 
plain,  a  certified  copy  shall  be  furnished. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

FRANCIS  RENDON. 

JOSEPH  DE  ORNE. 

THE  MARQUIS  DE  MAISON  ROUGE. 

New  Orleans,  3Iarch  17,  l^QS. 
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On  the  14th  July,  in  the  same  year,  tliis  contract  was  approved  by  the  Kiiii;-  of  Spain. 

Having  hiid  before  the  King  what  you  have  made  known  in  your  \r[[r\-  ul'  the  ^fith  ol'  April  last,  No. 
44  vehitivc  to  the  conlrael  entered  into  with  the  Marquis  of  Maison  Kouge  Jor  /In-  I'dahlishim-n/,  uii  iJu; 
w'asiiita,  of  the  thirhj  families  of  farmers  destined  to  cultivate  wheat  for  the  supply  ol  these  pi-nvinccs, 
his  Majesty,  considering  the  advantages  wliich  it  promises  compared  with  the  piccciling,  lias  liecu  picusi'd 
to  approve"  it  in  all  its  parts.  By  his  royal  direction  I  communicate  it  to  ynu  lin-  ynur  iuruniiatiun.  (imi 
preserve  vou  many  years. 
'  *  (_iAi;i)0(iri. 

Mai.ku),  July  14,  1195. 

Ti)  the  Intendant  of  Louittiana  : 

On  June  14,  1797,  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general,  certifies  to  have  measured  tiiirty  superficial 
leagues  for  the  said  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  as  ordered  by  Vie  governor  general. 

No    1. 

[Translation.] 

Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general,  &c.,  certifies  to  have  measured,  in  iiivor  <>(  Marquis  of  Maison 
Rouge,  the  several  tracts  o"f  land  represented  in  those  parts  of  the  plat  shaded  with  vermilion,  which 
may  contain  thirty  superficial  leagues,  to  wit:  The  tract  No.  1,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Washita  river,  to 
be  takeu  five  arpents  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  de  la  Cheuiere  au  Toudre,  and  thence  descending  to 
the  Bayou  Calumet,  with  a  corresponding  depth,  to  complete  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  superficial 
arpents;  the  tract  marked  No.  2,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  same  river,  commencing  two  leagues  below  Fort 
Miro  and  at  the  point  called  T/aine,  and  extending  one  league  below  the  Prairie  de  Lee,  with  a  corre- 
sponding depth,  to  complete  seventy  thousand  superficial  arpents;  the  tract  marked  No.  3,  to  be  taken  in 
front  of  die  Bayou  Loutre,  and  thence  on  a  line  S.  75°  E.  to  the  Bayou  de  Liar,  which  line  to  the  Bayou  de 
Liar,  the  Bayou  Bartholemy,  and  the  river  Washita,  are  to  include  the  tract  No.  3;  tract  No.  4,  on  the  right 
bank  of  Washita  river,  to  be  taken  in  front  of  the  entry  of  Bayou  Bartholemy,  thence  descending  the  river 
to  Bayou  la  Loutre,  with  such  depth  as  that  the  tracts  Nos.  3  and  4  shall  include  the  quantity  of  eight 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  superficial  arpents,  wliich,  added  to  tlie  first  two  tracts,  makes  a 
total  superfice  of  two  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  superficial  arpents,  equal 
to  the  above  said  thirty  leagues,  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  toises  for  the  side  of  a  league, 
the  land  measure  in  this  province.  Being  well  understood  that  the  land  which  may  be  included  in  the 
above,  either  by  title  in  form  or  first  degrees  of  concession,  are  not  to  be  counted  in  computing  the  pre- 
ceding thirty  leagues;  on  the  contraiy,  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  promises  to  be  of  no  detriment  to 
the  settlers  "occupying  previously  any  part  of  the  land,  but  will  maintain  and  support  them  in  their  rights, 
in  consideration  tiiat,  if  the  said"  thirty  leagues  shall  sufter  any  diminution  on  account  of  previous  occu- 
pants, the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  has  the  right,  and  there  will  be  no  objection  to  his  supplying  the 
deficiency  in  any  other  part  where  the  land  is  vacant.  And,  that  it  may  so  appear,  I  give  this  iDy  order 
of  the  governor  general,  Baron  de  Carondelet.     All  which  I  certify. 

CARLOS  TRUDEAU,  &c. 

New  Orleans,  June  14,  1797. 

L,\N'D  Office,  Opeloums,  August  15,  1812. 
The  foregoing  is  the  substance  of  the  proces  verbal  (certificate)  of  the  surve.yor  general  subjoined  to 
the  plat,  (of  which  that  on  the  other  side  is  a  copy,)  filed  in  the  claim  of  Louis  Bouligny,  holding  under 
Maison  Rouge. 

.  L.  CHACHIRE,  D-anslator  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Attest:  L.  Posey,  Clerk  of  the  Board. 

I  certifj-  that  the  above  and  the  preceding  page  is  a  true  copy  from  the  report  of  the  land  commissioners 
of  the  western  district  of  Orleans,  dated  December  14,  1812;  and  that  the  plat  attached  hereto  is  a  copy 
of  the  plat  attached  to  the  said  report.  The  original  papers,  copied  in  pages  67,  68,  and  69,  of  the  book 
entitled  Land  Laws,  are  not  in  this  ofKce. 

JOSIAH  MEIGS. 

General  Land  Office,  December  12,  1820. 

On  June  20,  1797,  sis  days  after  the  survey  is  stated  to  have  been  made,  the  governor  general  made 
the  following  order: 

New  Orleans,  June  12,  1797. 

The  Baron  de  Carondelet,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  John,  marshal  de  camp  of  the  royal  armies,  governor 
general,  vice  patron  of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  inspector  of  troops,  &c.: 

Forasmuch  as  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  is  near  completing  the  establishment  of  the  \Yashita, 
which  he  was  authorized  to  make  for  thirty  families  by  the  royal  order  of  July  14,  1795,  and  desirous  to 
remove,  for  the  future,  all  doubts  respecting  other  families  or  new  colonists  who  may  come  to  establish 
themselves,  we  destine  and  appropriate,  conclusively,  for  the  establishment  of  the  aforesaid  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  us  by  the  King,  the  thirty  superficial  leagues  marked 
in  the  plan  annexed  to  the  head  of  this  instrument,  witii  the  limits  and  boundaries  designated,  with  our 
approbation,  by  the  surveyor  general,  Don  Charles  Laveau  Trudeau,  under  the  terms  and  conditions  stipu- 
lated and  contracted  for  by  the  said  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge;  and,  that  it  may  at  all  times  stand  good, 
we  give  the  present,  signed  with  our  hand,  sealed  with  our  seal  at  arms,  and  countersigned  by  the  under- 
written honorary  commissary  of  war  and  secretary  of  his  Majesty  for  this  cominandancy  general. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Andres  Lopes  Armisto. 

On  August  5,  1803,  Don  Gilbert  Leonard  and  Don  Manuel  Gonzales  Armirez,  Spanish  ofiacers,  certified 
that  the  condition  of  the  contract  had  been  complied  with. 
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Don  Gilbert  Leonard,  treasurer  of  the  army,  exercising  the  functions  of  the  roj'al  acconntant,  and  Don 
Manuel  Gonzales  Annirez,  exercising  those  of  the  treasurer,  par  interim,  of  the  royal  chests  of  this 
jirovince  of  Louisiana: 

We  certify  that  the  two  foregoing  copies  are  conformable  to  the  originals  -which  remain  in  the  archives 
of  the  ministry  of  the  royal  dnniains  under  our  charge,  and  that  the  contractor,  the  Marquis  de  Maison 
Kouge,  comjilied  punctually  with  the  terms  which  he  proposed  in  the  said  contract;  and  that  this  may  be 
made  manifest,  conformably  to  the  order  above  inserted  of  this  intendancy  general,  we  give  the  present, 
in  New  Orleans,  August  5,  1803. 

GILBERT  LEONARD. 
MANUEL  ARMIREZ. 

Upon  this  evidence  the  land  commissioners,  acting  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1807,  by 
their  report,  placed  this  claim  amongst  a  class  of  cases  recommended  for  confirmation. 

No.  3. 

Claims  to  land  in  the  county  of  Washita. 


Reported 
number. 

Register's 
number. 

By  whom  claimed. 

Original  proprietor  or 
claimant. 

Uuantity  claimed. 

Nature  and  date  of  title  or  claim. 

Class. 

16 

11 

Louis  Bouligny 

Marquis  de  M.  Rouge.. . 

30  square  leagues 

Spanish  grant,  June  20, 1797 

B. 

No.  16. 


The  undersigned  commissioners  have  compared  the  documents,  title  filed  in  this  claim,  with  the  trans- 
lation of  them  in  pages  61,  08,  and  69,  of  the  appendix  to  the  book  entitled  "Land  Laws,"  &c.,  and  find 
the  said  translation  to  be  correct,  so  far  as  it  goes.  The  certificate,  or  proces  verbal,  which  the  surveyor 
general  has  annexed  to  his  plat,  not  appearing  in  said  book,  a  translation  of  that  document,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  plat,  is  transmitted  for  the  further  elucidation  of  the  claim.  No  oral  or  other  testimony  has 
been  adduced  before  the  board  to  establish  the  occupancy  of  any  part  of  these  lands,  or  that  there  has 
been  a  compliance  upon  the  part  of  the  grantee  with  the  conditions  stipulated  in  the  contract,  except  the 
certificate  under  date  of  August  5,  1803,  signed  by  Gilbert  Leonard  and  Manuel  Armirez,  to  the  transla- 
tion of  which,  in  page  69  of  the  appendix  of  said  book,  the  commissioners  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  undersigned  have  observed  a  remark,  in  the  25tli  page  of  the  introductory  part  of  the  book 
entitled  "  Land  Laws,"  that  no  patent  has  issued  on  the  claim  under  consideration.  With  great  deference 
for  that  authority,  the  undersigned  commissioners  cannot  but  be  of  opinion  that  the  instrument  under 
date  of  June  20,  1797, "is  a  ])atent  (or  what  was  usually  in  Louisiana  denominated  a  title  in  form)  trans- 
ferring to  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  the  title  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  lands  were  usually 
granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  subject,  however,  to  the  conditions  stipulated  in  his  contract  with 
the  government.     The  plat  of  survey  above  referred  to  will  be  found  subjoined  to  this  report. 

All  claims  which  did  not  exceed  a  league  square  were  confirmed  by  act  of  Congress  of  April  29,  1816; 
and  this,  being  for  a  greater  number  of  acres  than  are  contained  in  a  league  square,  was  excluded  from 
confirmation  by  said  act,  and  is  now  presented  for  confirmation  or  rejection  by  Congress. 

The  confirmation  of  this  claim  is  resisted  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  upon  several 
grounds,  amongst  which  arc  the  following: 

FirM.  That  the  documents  relied  upon  to  establish  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge  to  the  thirty  superficial  leagues  claimed  show  that  no  contract  or  grant  has  ever  been  made 
to  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  in  his  own  individual  right,  and  that  it  was  only  a  contract  with  him,  as 
agent  of  the  persons  he  was  to  bring  with  him,  by  which  the  Spanish  government  bound  itself  to  grant  to 
each  person,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  contract,  a  certain  number  of  acres  of  land;  and  that  De 
Maison  Rouge  did  not  acquire,  by  said  contract,  a  right  to  dispose  of  said  land  by  sale,  deed,  or  last  will 
and  testament,  or  in  any  other  way. 

Secondly.  That  the  conditions  of  said  contract  were  never  fulfilled  by  the  said  Marquis  de  Maison 
Rouge. 

r/iirrf/i/.  That  the  said  land  never  was  surveyed,  as  certified,  under  the  Spanish  government;  and  if 
it  were,  that  it  was  not  dtme  with  a  view  to  vest  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  with  any  right  individually, 
but  t(ir  the  sole  jnirpose  of  designatiijg  a  certain  number  of  acres  of  land  upon  which  the  new  settlers  might 
establish  themselves  as  they  came  in,  and  out  of  which  the  pjromised  grants  of  400  arpents  each  was  to  be 
made  to  each  family  containing  two  white  persons,  according  to  the  fourth  condition  in  said  contract;  and 
that  said  families  not  having  settled  the  land  as  agreed,  it  remains  as  public  land. 

Fourthly.  That  the  said  land  never  was  intended,  nor  never  was  located,  as  pretended  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  De  Maison  Rouge,  but  was  at  a  diflerent  place. 

In  support  of  these  objections,  and  of  others,  to  the  confirmation  of  this  claim,  a  reference  has  been 
made  to  the  documents  aforesaid,  and  to  the  depositions  of  sundry  old  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  and  of 
Spanish  officers,  which  were  taken  by  proper  authority,  after  due  notice  given,  and  which  testimony  is 
marked  W,  and  accompanies  this  report;  also,  to  the  certificate  of  Carlos  Trudeau,  translated  by  L. 
Derbigny  on  April  17,  1804. 

[Translation.] 

I,  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  royal  and  particular  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  «&c.,  do  certify 
that  the  present  draught  contains  144  superficial  leagues,  each  league  forming  a  square,  the  sides  of 
which  are  in  length  2,5U0  toises,  (a  toise  is  six  French  feet  long,)  measure  of  the  city  of  Paris,  according 
to  the  custom  and  practice  of  this  colony,  the  said  land  being  situated  in  the  post  of  Ouachita,  about  80 
leagues  above  the  mouth  of  that  river,  tailing  into  Red  river,  adjoining  on  the  part  of  the  S.  W.  to  the 
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eastern  slinre  of  the  river  and  Bayou  Onaehifa,  Bartholeiny,  ami  Sicanl,  ('(iiif()riiial)l<>  tn  the  red  line  whieli 
borders  the  said  river  and  bayous;  bounded  (in  tiie  Sdutii  Jiart  by  a  line  drawn  iV(ini  the  soutli  !■>"  east, 
about  three  leag'ues  and  one  mile  long:  beginning'  IVom  the  shore  (I,  lA'  the  i5ayim  Sieard,  and  eimtinuing 
as  far  aS  the  height  of  tiie  junetion  A  of  thi^  said  Baynu  Sieard  with  tiie  Baycm  Barthnlcmy,  tlie  said  |iciint  A 
being  as  a  basis  on  the  line  of  measurement  A  B  of  12  leagues  in  length,  |)arallel  witli  the  |ihine  of  Bayou 
15arth(demy,  from  the  point  A  to  the  end  of  the  said  12  leagues  whicli  terminates  at  point  B,  wiiere  is  tlie 
mouth  of  tlie  rivulet  muned  Bayou  Turniro;  the  lines  U  E  and  F  (J  are  parallel  lines  dinaited  nortii  52° 
east,  without  minding  the  variation  of  the  eompass  which  varies  8°  to  the  northeast.  In  testimony',  I 
deliver  the  jiresent  eertifieate,  with  the  draught  iiereto  affixed,  for  the  use  of  the  Baron  de  Bastrop,  on  tlu^ 
14th  day  of  June,  1191;  I,  the  surveyor,  having  signed  the  same,  and  recorded  in  tlie  book  A,  No.  1,  folio 
38,  department  No.  922  of  the  surveys.  I  do  certify  the  present  copies  t(j  be  conformable  to  the  original 
which  are  lodged  in  the  office  under  my  can\  to  wiiicli  1  refer,  and,  at  the  request  of  a  party,  I  dcdiver 
the  present,  same  date  as  above. 

CARLOS  TRUDEAU,  St(rv>yor. 

I  certify  tlie  above  to  be  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  original  certificate  of  survey,  writtiMi  in 
the  Spanish  language,  and  to  which  is  prefixed  the  plat  of  the  land  therein  inentioiied. 

L.  ni'^RBKJNY,  Interpreter  tu  the  Goecrnment. 
New  Orle.ws,  April  17,  1804. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  foregoing  documents  and  testimony,  the  committee  are  rif  tlie 
opinion  that  the  decision  in  the  present  claim  dejiends  entirely  upon  a  question  of  law  as  to  the  title,  and 
upon  the  examination  of  witnesses  as  to  several  important  [loints  to  be  ascertained;  and  that  an  investi- 
gation of  the  claim  by  Congress  would  not  only  be  attended  with  great  delay,  but  with  so  many  diflicultii's 
tiiat  justice,  as  well  to  the  parties  interested  as  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  recpiircs  a  refet'- 
ence  of  the  decision  of  this  claim  to  the  L'nited  States  court  for  the  western  district  of  Louisiana,  witii  an 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 
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CLAIM    OP    TIIE    BARON    DE   BASTROP   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUXIC.iTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RETRESEXTATIVES    J.\.\U.UtY    11,    1825. 

Mr.  Brekt,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  December  16,  1824,  the  petitions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ouachita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  owners  of  the  land  called  "Bastrop's  grant," 
in  said  county  of  Ouachita,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  together  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  reported: 

That,  from  the  documents  furnished,  and  from  the  title  papers  as  published  in  the  land  laws  of  tlie 
United  States,  (of  the  authenticity  of  which  they  are  unable  to  form  any  opinion,)  it  appears  a  jn'tition 
was  addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Louisiana  by  De  Bastrop  June  20,  1795,  of  wliich  the  following 
is  a  copy: 

New  Orleans,  June  20,  1795. 

The  Baron  de  Bastrop,  desirous  of  encouraging  the  population  and  cultivation  of  the  Ouachita  and  its 
neighborhood,  of  passing  into  the  United  States  to  complete  the  plan  of  emigration  which  he  has  pro- 
jected, and  from  thence  to  return  with  his  familj',  makes  known  to  your  lordship  that  it  is  absolutely 
indis]icnsable  on  the  part  of  the  government  that  a  district  be  designated  of  aliout  tteelve  leagues  square, 
including  the  Bayou  Liar  and  its  vicinity,  in  which  j^our  petitioner  may,  without  the  least  obstacle  or 
delay,  place  the  families  he  is  about  to  bring  in,  on  the  express  condition  that  concessions  of  land  are  to 
be  made  gratis;  and  under  no  title  or  pretext  to  exceed,  at  most, your  hundred  ar2}entH  square,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  negroes,  and  the  making  of  indigo,  which,  in  that  district,  will  be  entirely 
contrary  and  prejudicial  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat,  and  will  cause  your  petitioner  irrecoverably  to  lose 
the  expenses  of  his  establishment.  Your  petitioner  prays,  also,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him 
permission  to  export  for  the  Havana  the  flour  which  may  be  manufactured  at  the  mills  on  the  Ouachita, 
without  confining  him  to  sell  it  absolutely  in  New  Orleans  and  other  posts  in  this  province,  unless  it 
should  be  necessary  for  their  subsistence,  in  which  case  they  ought  alwa_ys  to  have  the  preference.  It  is 
also  indispensable  that  the  government  should  charge  itself  with  the  conducting  ami  support  of  the 
families  which  the  petitioner  may  introduce  from  the  post  of  New  Madrid  to  Ouachita,  by  furnishing 
them  with  some  provisions  for  the  subsistence  of  the  first  months,  and  assisting  them  to  commence  the 
sowing  of  their  seeds,  granting  to  tliose  inhabitants  who  are  not  Catholics  the  same  liberty  of  conscience 
as  is  enjoyed  by  those  of  Baton  Rouge,  Natchez,  and  other  districts  of  the  province,  and  without  fixing  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  conclusively,  the  number  of  families  which  your  petitioner  is  to  introduce. 
The  zeal  which  I  feel  for  the  prosperity  and  encouragement  of  the  prcjvince,  joined  to  a  desire  of  securing 
tranquillity  and  quietude  to  that  estalilishment  by  removing  at  once  whatever  obstacles  might  be  opposed 
to  those  interesting  objects,  have  induced  me  to  represent  to  you  wliat  I  have  done,  hoping  that  you  will 
recognize  in  these  dispositions  the  best  service  of  the  King  and  advancement  of  the  province  confided  to 
your  authority. 

DE  BASTROP. 

The  Governor  General. 


54  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  432. 

Upon  June  21,  1795,  an  order  was  given  ujjon  said  petition,  of  wliich  the  following  is  a  copy: 

New  Orleans,  June  21,  1195. 

Seeing  the  advantages  which  will  result  from  tlie  establishment  projected  by  Baron  Bastrop,  the 
commandant  of  Ouachita,  Don  John  Pilhiol,  will  designate  twelve  leagues  square,  half  on  the  side  of  the 
Bayou  of  Liar,  and  half  on  the  side  ojiposite  the  Ouachita,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  there  the  families 
which  the  said  baron  may  direct,  it  being  understood  that  no  greater  concession  of  land  is  to  be  given  to 
any  one  than  four  hundred  square  arpents  at  most,  gratis  and  free  from  all  dues.  V/ith  regard  to  the 
object  of  this  establishment,  it  is  to  be  for  the  cultivation  of  wheat  alone.  The  exportation  of  the  product 
of  this  province  being  free,  the  petitioner  need  not  doubt  that  it  will  be  allowed  to  him,  for  the  flour  which 
he  may  manufacture  at  the  mills  of  the  Ouachita,  to  the  Havana,  and  other  places  open  to  the  free  com- 
merce of  this  province.  The  government  will  charge  itself  with  the  conducting  of  the  families  from  New 
Madrid  to  Ouachita,  and  will  give  tiicm  such  provisions  as  may  appear  sufficient  for  their  support  during 
six  mcinths,  and  prop(U-tionably  for  their  seeds.  They  shall  not  be  molested  in  matters  of  religion,  but  the 
apostolical  Roman  Catholic  worship  shall  alone  be  publicly  permitted.  The  petitioner  shall  be  allowed  to 
bring  in  as  man}'  as  five  hundred  families:  Provided,  That,  after  the  lapse  of  three  years,  if  the  major  part 
of  the  establishment  shall  not  have  been  made  good,  the  twelve  leagues  square  destined  for  those  whom 
the  petitioner  may  place  there  shall  be  occupied  by  the  families  which  may  first  present  themselves  for 
that  purpose. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Registered:  Andres  Lopes  Armisto. 

Upon  June  20,  1796,  a  decree  was  given  by  the  same  governor  general,  as  follows: 

The  Baron  de  Carondelet,  chevalier  of  the  religion  of  St.  John,  marshal  de  camp  of  the  royal  armies, 
governor  general,  vice  patron  of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana,  West  Florida,  and  inspector  of  the 
troops,  &c.: 

Whereas  Baron  Bastrop,  in  pursuance  of  his  petition  dated  the  20th  of  June  of  the  year  last  past,  and 
the  decree  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  has  commenced  the  establishment  of  the  Ouachita;  that,  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  government  for  avoiding,  progressively,  all  obstacles, 
difficulties,  and  delaj-s,  and  that  the  said  baron  might  i^roceed  with  every  facility  in  fixing  the  families 
which,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred,  he  was  held  to  place,  or  cause  to  be  placed  there,  we  have  proceeded 
to  designate  the  twelve  leagues  intended  for  the  said  establishment,  in  the  terms,  with  the  limits,  metes, 
and  bounds,  and  in  place  marked,  fixed,  and  defined,  by  the  figured  plan  and  description  affixed  to  the 
head  of  this  instrument,  verified  by  the  surveyor  general,  Bon  Charles  Laveau  Trudeau;  it  having  now 
appeared  to  us  to  be  also  most  expedient  for  avoiding  all  contest  and  dispute,  and  approving,  as  we  do 
approve  them,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  which  the  King  has  granted  to  us,  we  do  destine  and  appropriate, 
in  his  royal  name,  the  aforesaid  twelve  leagues,  in  order  that  the  said  Baron  Bastrop  may  establish  them  in 
the  manner  and  under  the  conditions  expressed  in  said  petition  and  decree.  We  give  the  present,  signed 
with  our  hand,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  our  arms,  and  countersigned  by  the  underwritten  honorary  com- 
missary of  war  and  secretary  of  his  Majesty  for  this  commandancy  general. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Andres  Lopes  Armisto. 

Upon  June  12,  1797,  De  Bastrop  presented  another  petition  to  the  governor  general  in  the  following 
words : 

New  Orleans,  June  12,  1797. 

Baron  de  Bastrop  has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  that,  it  being  his  intention  to  establish  in  the 
Ouachita,  it  is  expedient  that  you  should  grant  to  him  a  corresponding  permission  to  erect  there  one  or  more 
mills,  as  the  population  may  require;  as  also  to  shut  up  the  Bayou  de  Liar,  where  he  proposes  to  establish 
the  said  mills,  with  a  dike  in  the  place  most  convenient  for  his  work;  and,  as  it  appears  necessary  to 
prevent  disputes  in  the  progress  of  the  affair,  he  begs,  also,  the  grant,  along  the  Bayou  Bartholemy  from  its 
source  to  its  mouth,  of  six  toises  on  each  bank,  to  construct  upon  them  the  mills  and  works  which  he  may 
find  necessary,  and  prohibiting  every  person  from  making  upon  said  bayou  anj'  bridg'e,  in  order  that  its 
navigation  may  never  be  interrupted,  as  it  ought,  at  all  times,  to  remain  free  and  unobstructed.  This 
request,  sir,  will  not  appear  exorbitant  when  you  are  pleased  to  observe  that  your  petitioner,  who  will 
expend  in  these  works  twenty  thousand  dollars  or  more,  will  be  exposed,  without  these  grants,  to  lose  all 
the  fruits  of  his  labor  by  the  caprice  or  jealousy  of  any  individual  who,  being  established  on  this  bayou, 
may  cut  off  the  water  or  obstruct  the  navigation;  not  to  mention  the  loss  which  the  province  will  sustain 
of  the  innnense  advantages  to  result  from  the  useful  project  proposed  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
agriculture  and  population  of  those  parts. 

DE  BASTROP. 

The  Governor  General. 

And  upon  the  same  day  the  governor  general  gave  the  grant,  a  copy  of  which  follows: 

New  Orleans,  June  12,  1797 
Considering  the  advantages  to  the  population  on  the  Ouachita,  and  the  province  in  general,  to  result 
from  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  wheat  and  the  construction  of  flour  mills,  which  the  petitioner 
proposes  to  make  at  his  own  expense,  I  grant  him,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
authorities  which  he  has  conferred  upon  me,  liberty  to  shut  the  Bayou  de  Liar,  on  which  he  is  about  to 
establish  his  mills,  with  a  dike  at  the  place  most  proper  for  the  carrying  on  of  his  works.  I  also  grant 
him  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  six  toises  of  ground  on  each  side  of  the  Bayou  Bartholemy,  from  it  source 
to  its  mouth,  to  enabe  him  to  construct  the  works  and  dams  necessary  for  his  mills;  it  being  understood 
that  by  this  grant  it  is  not  intended  to  prohibit  the  free  navigation  of  the  said  bayou  to  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  shall  be  free  to  use  the  same  without,  however,  being  permitted  to  throw  across  it  any 
bridge,  or  to  obstruct  the  navigation,  which  shall,  at  all  times,  remain  free  and  open.  Under  the  conditions 
here  expressed,  such  niills  as  he  may  think  jiroper  to  erect  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  petitioner,  together 
with  tin-  lands  adjoining,  as  estates  belonging  entirely  to  him  in  virtue  of  this  decree,  in  relation  to  which 
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the  surveys  are  to  be  contiiiuoil,  and  tlie  comniaiuhint,  Tlo)i  Jolm  Filliicil,  will  verify  and  remit  them  to  me, 
so  that  tiie  person  interested  may  obtain  a  corresponding-  title  in  i'orm;  it  beinj;-  a  formal  and  exjiress 
condition  of  this  grant  that  at   least   one  mill   shall   be   constru(;ted  Avilhin  two  years;  otherwise  it  is  to 

remain  null. 

TIIE  BAKOX  DE  CAKONDELET. 

Kegistered:  Andres  LorES  Armisto. 

It  also  appears  that  a  petition  was  made  and  decree  granted  the  same  as  tlie  last  mentioned,  except 
that  the  petition  asks  for  six  toises  of  ground  on  each  side  of  the  Bayou  de  Liar,  from  its  source  to  its 

mouth.  .  ,      ,      ,, 

It  also  appears  that,  upon  June  IG,  HOT,  De  Bastrop  made  a  contract  with  the  Spanish  government, 

as  follows: 

The  Baron  de  Bastrop  contracts  with  his  Majesty  to  furnish,  for  the  term  of  six  months,  rations  to  the 
families  which  he  has  latterhj  intwduved  at  the  post  of  the  Ouachita,  which  are  to  be  composed  of  twenty- 
four  ounces  of  fresh  bread, 'or  an  etiuivalent  in  flour;  twelve  ounces  of  fresh  beef,  or  six  of  bacon;  two 
ounces  of  fine  menestra,  or  three  of  ordinary,  and  one  thousandth  part  of  a  celemin  (about  a  peck)  of  salt, 
for  which  there  is  to  be  paid  to  him,  by  the  royal  chests,  at  the  rate  of  a  real  and  a  half  for  each  ration ;_ 
for  which  purpose  there  shall  be  made  out  monthly  a  particular  account,  the  truth  and  regularity  of 
which  shall  be  attested  at  foot  by  the  commandant  of  that  post.  Under  which  conditions  I  oblige  myself 
with  my  person  and  estate  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  present  contract,  subjecting  myself  in  all  things  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  general  intendancy. 

In  testimony  of  which,  I  sign  it  at  New  Orleans,  June  16,  1197. 

^  BARON   DE  BASTROP. 

And  upon  the  same  day  the  last  contract  was  approved,  as  follows: 

New  Orleans,  (date  as  above.) 
I  approve  this  contract  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  with  the  intervention  of  Signor  Gilbert  Leonard, 
principal  contador  of  the  army  in  these  provinces,  for  its  validity.     Two  certified  copies  arc  to  be  directed 
to  the  secretary,  Juan  Ventura  Morales.     With  my  intervention. 

GILBERT  LEONARD. 

Copy  of  the  original  which  remains  in  my  keeping,  and  which  I  certify,  and  is  taken  out  to  be  passed 

to  the  secretary  of  this  general  intendancy. 

GILBERT  LEONARD. 

New  Orleans,  ut  supra. 

Upon  June  18,  1797,  the  governor  general  directed  the  following  order  and  decree  to  "De  Bastrop:" 

New  Orleans,  June  18,  1797. 

Whereas  the  intendant,  from  the  want  of  funds,  has  solicited  the  suspension  of  the  last  remittance  of 
families  until  the  decision  of  his  Majesty,  there  ought  to  be  no  prejudice  occasioned  to  you  by  the  last 
paragraph  of  my  decree,  which  expresses  that,  if  within  three  years  the  major  part  of  the  establishment 
shall  not  have  been  made  good,  such  families  as  may  first  present  themselves  shall  be  located  within  the 
twelve  leagues  destined  for  the  settlement  which  you  have  commenced;  and  this  shall  only  have  effect 
two  years  after  the  course  of  the  contract  shall  have  again  commenced  to  be  executed,  and  the  determina- 
tion of  his  Majesty  shall  have  been  made  known  to  j'ou.  You  will  always  remain  persuaded  that,  on  my 
part,  I  will  observe  religiously  the  engagements  I  have  contracted — a  principle  which  has  constantly 
distiiic-uished  the  Spanish  nation.     God  preserve  you  many  years. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Baron  de  Bastrop. 

The  above  statement  contains  all  the  title  papers  which  have  been  presented,  and  which  were  before 
the  land  commissioners  for  the  western  district  of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  who  reported  against 
the  legal  representative  of  De  Bastrop,  or  the  riglit  of  De  Bastrop  to  any  part  of  the  intended  grant  of 
twelve  leagues  square,  as  will  be  seen  by  their  several  reports,  as  made  and  numbered  in  their  i^eport 
upon  land  claims  in  said  western  district,  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
December  14,  1812. 

The  land  commissioners  of  the  United  States  having  refused  the  confirmation  of  this  claim  as 
aforesaid,  the  owners  now  present  themselves  and  ask  that  Congress  will  confirm  to  them  the  aforesaid 
twelve  leagues  square,  which  they  claim  as  deriving  a  legal  title  from  De  Bastrop. 

From  the  evidence  and  documents  which  have  been  before  the  committee,  it  is  proven  that  many 
persons  were  introduced  under  the  contract  of  De  Bastrop,  but  not  to  the  number  contracted  for;  and, 
without  touching  the  question  as  to  the  individual  right  of  De  Bastrop  to  the  land,  or  of  any  person 
claiming  under  him  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  except  those  who  came  to  Ouachita  under  the  contract,  the 
committee  think  that  in  equity  the  government  of  the  United  States  ought  to  confirm  to  every  person,  or 
those  claiming  under  them,  who  went  to  Ouachita  under  the  contract  with  De  Bastrop,  the  number  of 
acres  of  land  which  the  governor  general  of  Louisiana  agreed  to  give  to  each  family  or  person,  according 
to  said  contract. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  resists  the  confirmation  of  this  claim  to  De  Bastrop,  or  those 
claiming  under  him  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the  following  reasons,  amongst  others,  viz: 

1.  That  the  contract  and  grant,  if  any  there  was,  were  for  the  600  families  De  Bastrop  was  to  settle 
upon  the  lands,  and  not  to  De  Bastrop  in  liis  individual  right,  so  that  he  could  sell  or  dispose  of  the  same. 

2.  That  the  conditions  never  were  fulfilled. 

3.  That  the  contract  was  revoked  b_y  the  Spanish  government. 

4.  That  the  contract  was  never  approved  by  the  King  of  Spain. 

5.  That  the  governor  general  had  not  the  power  of  making  such  contract  without  the  authority  of 
the  Spanish  government. 

6.  That  if  De  Bastroi>was  entitled  to  any  part  of  said  land,  it  could  only  be  for  the  surplus  after  the 
500  families  had  taken,  each  family  400  arpents,  according  to  said  contract. 
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In  support  of  these  oLjections,  and  others,  to  the  confirmation  of  this  claim,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  those 
who  hold  under  De  Bastrop  in  his  individual  right,  a  reference  has  been  made  to  the  documents  aforesaid. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  foregoing  documents  and  evidence,  the  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  decision  in  the  present  claim  (as  to  the  right  of  De  Bastrop  or  those  who  claim  under  him  in  his 
indimdua}  right)  depends  entirely  upon  a  question  of  law,  and  upon  the  examination  of  many  witnesses 
as  to  several  important  points,  and  that  an  examination  of  it  by  Congress  would  be  attended  with  great 
delay  and  many  difticuUies,  and  that  justice  to  the  interested,  as  well  as  to  the  government,  requires  a 
reference  of  this  particular  jioint  to  the  United  States  courts.  The  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion 
that,  in  case  it  should  ultimately  be  decided  that  the  said  land  lielongs  to  the  United  States,  it  would  be 
but  fair  and  just  to  extend  to  all  those  who  were  settled  upon  the  said  land  at  the  time  the  United  States 
took  possession  of  that  part  of  the  country  the  same  provisions  and  privileges  and  donations  as  were 
granted  to  the  actual  settlers  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March_2,  1805,  and  the  amendments  thereto, 
as  well  as  all  other  privileges  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  settled  upon  other  public  lands 
by  any  subsequent  act  of  Congress,  so  as  to  place  the  settlers  upon  the  said  land  upon  an  equality  with 
the  settlers  upon  other  public  hinds. 

To  prevent  further  delay,  and  with  a  view  of  finally  adjusting  the  claim  upon  what  the  committee 
consider  to  be  fair  and  equitable  principles,  they  report  a  bill. 


18th  Coxgress.]  ^O-  433.  [2d  Session. 

LAND    FORFEITED    FOR    N  0  N--C  0  M  FLI  A  N  C  E    WITH   TERMS    OF    SALE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    11,    1825. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 

and  documents  of  Cornelius  Vermilion,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  in  the  year  1816  he  entered  two  quarter  sections  of  land  in  the  Vincennes 
district,  and  paid  therefor  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  in  hand;  that  being  illiterate  and  in  indigent 
circumstances,  he  failed  to  make  any  other  payments,  in  consequence  of  which  a  forfeiture  ensued;  and 
that  not  knowing  that  Congress  had  subsequently  passed  any  act  which  would  have  embraced  his  case, 
he  now  prays  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  enter  land  elsewhere,  and  that  the  money  he  has  paid  may  be 
applied  to  the  payment  thereof. 

It  appears  from  the  register's  certificates  that  the  purchase  was  made  as  set  forth  in  the  petition. 

The  committee  will  remark  that  a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  would  be  establishing 
a  principle  fraught  with  mucli  public  inconvenience.  The  precedent  might  be  urged  by  hundreds  whose 
lands,  on  account  of  delinquency,  have  been  forfeited.  They,  too,  could  plead  indigence  and  the  want  of 
information.  If  relief  were  extended  to  the  petitioner  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  by  a  bill  general  in  its  pro- 
visions; this,  however,  the  committee  feel  no  disposition  to  recommend.  Wherefore,  the  following  reso- 
lution is  offered: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


18th  Congress.]  No.  434.  [2d  Session. 

INCOMPLETE    TITLE    TO    LAND  WEST    OF   PEARL    RIVER. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY   11,   1825. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
and  documents  of  Jane  Percy,  widow  of  Robert  Percy,  deceased,  who  petitions  for  herself  and  others, 
reported: 

The  petitioner  represents  that  in  the  year  1806  seven  thousand  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  Bog 
Chitto,  (now  in  the  Parish  of  Washington,  Louisiana,)  were  granted  to  her  late  husband;  that  these  lands 
were  surveyed  by  Ira  C.  Kneeland,  deputy  surveyor,  and  plats  thereof  remitted  to  the  office  of  the 
surveyor  general  at  Pensacola;  that,  owing  to  sundry  causes  over  which  her  said  husband  had  no  control, 
the  intondant  of  Florida  did  not  issue  patents  for  the  same,  as  had  been  anticipated;  that  the  preparatory 
steps  taken  to  secure  the  said  lands  gave  origin  to  much  expense;  that  the  evidences  of  claim  to  these 
lands  were  submitted  to  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  land  titles  in  the  district  of 
country  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  were  adjudged  insufficient  to  authorize  confirmation;  that  the  said  lands 
have  been  surveyed  and  sold  as  public  property;  whereupon,  permission  to  locate  other  lands  is  solicited. 

To  support  this  claim,  the  petitioner  has  exhibited  five  certificates  of  survey,  dated  November  20, 
1806,  signed  by  Ira  C.  Kneeland,  defining  sundry  tracts  of  land,  in  all  amounting  to  T,000  arpents.  She 
also  appends  to  the  petition  her  affidavit  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  stated  according  to  her  belief. 
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Tlio  coniniitteo  will  observe  it  has  not  been  the  poliey  of  tiiis  j;-(iv'enuneut  to  reeof^nize  such  a  title 
as  is  ill  this  case  asked  to  be  c<iiiliriiuHl — a  title  inaiiilestly  iin|iert'ect,  liaviiij;-  its  orig-in  some  years  alter 
the  cession  of  Louisiana,  and  unaccmnpaiiied  by  proof  of  iiabitatinn  and  ciilti\ati<iii.  It  is  believed  the; 
powers  with  wliicii  tiie  board  of  coiiiinissioners  were  clotiied  were  as  extensive  as  a  just  rejj;ar<i  to  th(! 
provision.s  of  tiie  treaty  for  that  country  could  reijuire.  As  tliere  is  no  aildilioiial  i)r(Mjf  e.xiiibitcd.  th<- 
committee  tliinks  there  would  be  an  impropriety  in  disttirbiiif;-  the  decision  rendered  li^-  tiie  board  of  com- 
missioners; therefore,  the  following;-  re.sdlution  is  recoiuiueiided: 

Jicsolivd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  y;raiited. 


18th  Coxgrf.ss.] 


No.  435. 


[Sd   Session. 


COMPENSATION    OF    REGISTERS    AND    RECEIVERS    OF    LAND  OFFICES. 

CU.MMlN'IC.-.TEl)    TO    THE    SEN.\TE    .1.^X1" ,VRY    11,    1825. 

Gen'er.\i,  L.wn  Office,  Jatuianj  (1,  1824. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  enclose  a  statement  showing-  tlie  amount  wliicli  each  register 
and  receiver  woukl  receive  as  a  compensation  for  extra  services  rendered  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1821, 
estimating  that  compensation  at  one-lialf  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  nf  the  jiurchase  money  of  the  lands 
reliiKjuished  under  tiie  act  of  March  2,  1821.  Although  I  do  not  consider  tliat  tlie  registers  and  leceivers 
have  any  riglitful  claim  to  a  percentage  on  the  amount  of  the  purchase  iimney  nf  the  hinds  ndiiKpiislied, 
yet  it  may  be  assumc^d  a.s  a  basis  for  eijualizing  the  compensation  to  wliich  tliese  ciflicers  are  justly  entitled 
for  the  extra  services  rendered  under  tlie  act  referred  to,  provided  the  aimiunt  is  limited  to  a  sum  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  dollars  to  any  officer,  that  sum  being  the  maximum  allowed  by  law  for  the  annual 
salaries  of  the  regi.sters  and  receivers. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  .Jesse  B.  TnoM.\s,  of  the  Committee  on  Publie  Lamh,  Senate  of  the  United  /SVafes. 


Statement  of  a  percentage  on  tlie  amount  of  tlie  2J>i.rchase  money  of  relinquished  landii. 


State. 

District. 

Purchase  money. 

,\niount  of  percent- 
afie,  at  one-half  of 
one  j)er  cent. 

Keinarks. 

Ohio 

Marietta 

Zaneiiville 

$25,383  21 
71,453  43 
66, 870  63 
99,259  131 
226, 142  89 
182,819  23i 

gl26  92 
.357  27 
334  35 
496  30 

1,130  71 
914  10 

No  reliniiuishm 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

445,4.'i6  09 
227,349  72 

2,227  28 
1,136  75 

238,741  02 
330,483  94 
266,770  52 

1,193  70 
1,6.t2  42 
1,333  85 

Kaska^kia 

Palestine 

Washington 

149.6S9  24 

748  20 

3, 146, 886  68i 

500,800  61} 

1,367,546  79J 

15,734  43 
2,504  00 
6,837  73 

63,309  53 

1,073,828  10 

.361,625  68 

316  55 
5.369  14 
1,808  13 

8,844,366  52 

44.221  83 

VOL.    IV- 
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18th  Congress.]  jN"o.   436.  [2d  Session. 

KEI)U(!TION    OF    THE    NUMBER    OF    LAND    OFFICES. 

C0M.ML'.\1C.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    .lANUARY    12,    1825. 

Treasury  Department,  January  10,  1825. 
Sir:  In  (jliodiciicc  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  March  13,  1824,  requiring 
the  Secreturv  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  inform  tiie  House  "whether  the  number 
of  hind  oflices  in  the  United  States  may  not  be  diminished  by  consolidating-  the  land  districts,  or  otherwise, 
without  any  injury  to  the  [iuIjUc  interest,  or  material  inconvenienec  to  individuals;  and  that  he  report  such 
a  plan  for  "the'loeation  of  the  land  offices  and  reorg-anizaticjn  of  the  land  districts  as  will  better  promote 
the  i)ublic  interest  than  the  [iresent  location  and  organization  of  the  same,  with  such  information  as  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  ofltiees,  severally,  as  may  enable  Congress  to  decide  on  the  propriety 
of  disci intinuin"-  au^-  office,"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  together  with  two  statements  marked  A,  B,  and  a  map  of  the  United  States,  on  which  the 
boundaries  of  the  several  land  districts  are  delineated;  which  report,  statements,  and  map  exhibit  the 
views  of  the  department  and  the  information  in  their  possession  on  the  subjects  embi-aced  in  the  resolution. 
I  have  the  honor  h>  lie,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  tlir  Ilotn^e  of  Bejjn'sentatlivs. 


General  Land  Office,  November  12,  1824. 

Sir:  The  resolution  jiasscd  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  13tli  of  March  last,  relative  to 
the  consolidation  of  the  land  offices,  and  referred  by  you  to  this  office,  is  returned,  together  with  a  map 
showing  the  situation  and  boundaries  of  the  several  land  districts,  amounting  to  forty,  and  the  location 
of  the  land  offices  respectively,  as  denoted  by  the  red  stars.  Of  these  offices  the  following  are  not  located 
Avithin  their  respective  land  districts,  to  wit:  Delaware,  Piqua,  Brookville,  and  Little  Rock.  I  also  enclose 
two  statements  marked  A  and  B.  That  marked  A  exhibits  the  periods  at  which  the  land  districts  were 
established  by  law;  the  number  in  each  State;  the  quantity  of  land  surveyed,  and  the  quantity  estimated 
to  "remain  unsold"  iu  each  laud  district  June  30,  1823;  and  also  the  balances  due  from  individuals 
September  30,  1822,  for  lands  jiurchased  at  the  respective  land  offices. 

The  paper  marked  B  exhiliits  the  amount  of  money  received  in  1823,  and  the  first  two  quarters  of 
1824,  together  with  the  amount  paid  on  account  of  incidental  expenses  during  the  same  period. 

On  reference  to  the  iiai)er  marked  B  it  will  appear  that  the  expenses  incident  to  the  collection  of  that 
part  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sale  of  lands  for  the  year  1823  is  equal  to  1.19  l-6th  i)er  cent,  on 
the  gross  amount  of  receipts,  and  for  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  present  year  to  1.20  9-lOths  per  cent, 
on  such  receipts,  exclusive  of  the  expenses  incident  to  this  office  and  to  the  surveying  of  the  lands. 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  the  expenses  incident  to  the  collection  of  this  branch  of  the 
revenue  may  be  considered  as  permanent,  and  not  afi'ected  by  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  revenue. 
These  permanent  expenses  can  only  be  reduced  by  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  land  districts;  and  it  is 
believed,  with  a  view  merely  to  economy,  that  eleven  of  these  land  districts  may  at  present  be  abolished, 
and  the  residue  so  organized  as  to  ailbrd  nearly  equal  facilities  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands 
generally  as  those  now  aflbrded  by  the  present  organization  of  the  land  districts.  This  reduction  may 
be  made  by  limiting  the  maximum  number  of  land  districts  in  any  one  State  to  four,  and  by  consolidating 
some  of  the  districts  in  those  States  -where  there  is  not  at  present  more  than  that  number. 

To  eflect  this,  it  is  proposed  to  consolidate  the  districts  of  Steubenville,  Wooster,  Marietta,  and 
Zancsville,  and  to  form  one  district  from  those  of  Piqua  and  Delaware.  The  land  offices  may  be  so  located 
in  the  districts  thus  formed  as  to  give  to  the  great  mass  of  the  population  nearly  equal  facilities  of  com- 
municating with  them  as  those  aflorded  under  the  present  organization  of  the  land  districts.  The  eight 
land  districts  in  Ohio  would,  by  this  arrangement,  be  reduced  to  four. 

In  the  State  of  Indiana  it'is  proposed  to  reduce  the  districts  to  four,  by  nniting  those  of  Brookville 
and  Fort  Wayne,  and  removing  the  land  office  to  a  central  position.  On  reference  to  the  map  it  will 
appear  that  the  land  offices  are  now  located  at  the  extreme  north  and  south  points  of  the  district  which 
would  be  thus  formed. 

It  is  proposed  in  Uliniiis  to  add  all  that  part  of  the  districts  of  Vandalia  and  Palestine  which  may 
lie  south  of  a  line  extending  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Edwardsville  district  to  the  line  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  the  Edwardsville  district,  and  to  add  that  part  of  the  districts  which  may  lie  north 
of  such  a  line,  and  within  which  but  few  tracts  of  land  have  as  yet  been  sold,  to  the  Springtield  district. 
The  land  office  for  the  southern  district  thus  formed  could  be  located  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  that 
for  the  northern  district  removed  to  such  position  as  the  future  progress  of  the  population  might  nnike 
eligible. 

In  Missouri  the  districts  might  be  reduced  to  four,  by  forming  that  part  of  the  State  north  of  the 
Missouri  and  Osage  rivers  into  two  districts,  and  that  part  of  the  State  south  of  those  rivers  into  two 
other  districts. 

In  Alabama  the  number  of  districts  may  be  reduced  to  four,  by  Ibrniing  two  districts  from  those  of 
Cahaba,  St.  Stephen's,  and  Sparta,  or  Conecuh,  by  extending  the  northern  boundary  of  the   Conecuh  ' 
district  to  the  ^lississippi  line;  and  the  land  olfices  in  the  districts  thus  formed  may  be  so  located  as  to 
give  equal  if  not  greater  accommodation  to  the  whole  population  than  is  now  aflbrded. 

In  Louisiana,  where  there  arc  now  four  districts,  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  them  to  three  by  uniting  the 
districts  of  St.  Helena  and  New  Orleans.  Although  the  district  thus  formed  will  contain  very  large 
quantities  of  land,  yet  there  is  a  very  great  portion  of  it  which  will  not  be  sold  for  ages  at  the  present 
minimum  price  of  the  public  lands. 
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5!J 


iH'cri'il  :il  |iulilii'  sail',  .iiiil  wlii-ii  \\\('. 
ici'ii  iiiiuiiliitc'il,  a  I'ui'thci-  Miid  iiiiirc 
'li  State  to  a,  sili<;l('  ilistrici, 


In  Mississipjii  it  is  iiropo.scil  to  iiiiito  tlio  districi  ol'.lacksou  Coiirt-llcjiisc  and  that  west  (jf  I'carl  ri\ci-. 
In  the  latter  of  these  distriets  all  the  lands  have  lieeii  oll'ei-ed  at  |Mililic  sale,  and  those  wliieh  remain 
unsold  arc  "■iiierally  either  ]ioor  or  olherw  ise  nnlit  lor  enlli\alicin,  so  thai  the  annnal  sales  will  lie  \rry 
linn  ted;  and  altlioUfj'h  there  is  a  larg'e  extent  ol'  eonntry  emliraei/d  in  the  .lacksnii  Cunrt-ilousi'  dist  riel ,  yet 
it  is  Indieved  that,  after  the  |irivate  claims  are  satislled,  the  animal  |irneceds  ipf  the  sales  i.T  the  r<sidiie 
will  not  mneh  exceed  the  expenses  of  snrveyiny  and  the  conlin^-eiit  expenses  ol'  the  land  olliee. 

It  may  lie  proper  lo  remark,  that  the  consolidation  of  two  or  nioic  land  distriels  will  not  oca-asi.m 
much  additional  lalxir  at  this  office,  or  at  the  ollices  so  nnileil.  It  is  only  where  a  land  dislrici,  in  whiili 
the  sales  have  been  extensive,  is  divideil  and  attacheil  lo  two  othei'  disti-iels  that  tin'  lahor  al  the  ol'liees 
will  111'  nniterially   increased. 

.U'ler  the  lands   in   any  State  shall   have   lieen  all   siirvexedam 
debt  due  for  lands  lu'rctofore  pnrchased   in  such   State  shall    have 
extensive  reduction  of  the  laiul  districts  niay  be  nnnlc  by  limiting  them  in  suci 
and  locatin.i;-  the  land  olHce  at  the  seat  of  .n-ovcrnment  of  the  State. 

In  any  arrangement  that  may  be  made  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  land  districts,  the  fact  that 
a  large  debt  is  duo  on  account  of  lands  the  payments  for  which  are  to  be  made,  at  the  oiition  of  the  debtois, 
either  at  the  treasury-  of  the  United  States  or  at  tlie  otlice  where  the  lands  were  purcliased,  is  entitled  to 
much  attention  in  respect  both  to  the  rights  and  accommodation  of  the  purchasers;  and  when  it  is  also 
taken  into  consideration  that  the  disbursements  of  the  ]iublic  money  are  very  limited  in  nearly  all  that 
section  of  countrj'-  where  the  public  lands  lie,  and  that  from  the  force  of  circumstances  these  dislmrse- 
ments  will  not  probably  be  materially  increased,  it  is  subjnittcd  how  far  other  considerations  than  those 
arising  from  the  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  collecting  this  branch  of  the  revenue  might  make  it  inex- 
pedient to  reduce  the  land  districts  to  the  number  proposed  in  this  report,  until  those  circumstances  shall 
have  occurred  which  would  justify  the  reduction  of  tliem  to  a  single  disti-ict  in  each  State.  With  these 
views  of  the  subject,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  expediency  of  passin.g  an  act  declaring 
that,  after  March  31,  1829,  the  period  at  which  the  whole  debt  due  on  account  of  land  ought  to  be  paid, 
the  land  districts  in  each  State  be  consolidated  into  one  district,  and  the  land  offices  be  located  at  the 
seat  of  government  of  the  States,  respectively;  and  that  until  such  a  consolidatioii  of  the  land  districts 
shall  have  taken  place,  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  tij  attach  any  land  district  within 
which  no  lands  have  been  sold  on  a  credit  to  any  one  or  more  adjacent  districts  in  the  same  State,  in  such 
manner  and  at  such  time  as  he  may  deem  most  conducive  to  the  jiublic  interest. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  oliedit'ut  servant, 
Hon.  Wji.  II.  Cr.wvfiikd,  St:cretari/  of  Ihe  Tiva^unj. 


GEORGE  GRAHAM. 


A. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  periods  at  v:lii eh  the  land  districts  vetr  pMablished  hi/ law;  the  number  in  each  State; 
the  quantity  of  land  surveyed,  and  the  quantity  estimated  to  "remain  unsold,"  in  each  land  district,  June 
30,  1823;  and  also  the  balances  due  from  individuals  September  30,  1822, /or  lands  purchased  at  the. 
respective  land  offices. 


n.ite  of  tliL'  l:i\v  crt'aliiig  the 
land  district. 


May  10,  1800. 

May  3,  l.«U3. 
May  10,  1800. 
May  ID,  1800. 
May  10,  1.900. 
Mar.  3,  1807. 
Mar.  3,  1819. 
Mar.  3,  1819. 


Mar.  3,  1807. 
Mar.  96,  1804. 
Mar.  3,  1819. 
Mar.  3,  181D. 
May  8,1833. 

Mar.  26,  1804. 
Feb.  ai,  1812. 
Ap'l  29,  1816. 
May  8,  1822. 
May  II,  1890. 
May  11,  1820. 


Land  distrn-t. 


iVIarietta, including  the  reserved  section; 

in  ttie  Ohio  Company's  pnnhase 

Zane.sville 

Steubenville 

Cllilicothe 

Cincinnati 

Wooster 

Piqua 

Delaware 


Land  cffice. 


ISDI.4N.\. 

JelTersonviUe 

Vincennes  

Terre  Haute,  now  Craulbnlsville. 

Bronkville 

Fort  Wayne 


ILLINOIS. 

K.askaskia 

Shawneetown 

Eiiwardsville 

District  north  ot'  Edwardsville. 

Vandalia 

Palestine 


-Marietta 

Zanesville 

Steubenville... 

ChUieothe 

Cincinnati 

Wooster 

Piqua 

Delaw.ire 

JetTersonville  . 
Vincennes. ... 
CrawiVjrdsviUe 
Biookville  . . . . 
Fort  Wayne  . . 

Kaskaskia  . . . . 
Shawneetown 
Edn-ardsville.. 
Spriiiclield. .. . 

Vamlalia 

Palestine 


If  =  t 

"     C     «   "J 


%^cres. 
652, 800 
1.629,220 
1.. 882, 964 
2.022,707 
3,413,521 
1,934,500 
9,365,929 
2,031.791 

2,758,483 
4.424,984 
2,600,384 
2,198.622 
1,298,622 

2, 035. 840 
3,18.3,139 
3.565,956 
1.. 330.311 
3,, 530, 450 
3,861,661 


I  ?? 


500.113 

709,492 

418,993 

1,097,015 

7;i9,n32 

347, 097 

2.  .344, 736 

1,809,106 


I,.V.6.770 
3,187,147 
2,465,910 
1,712,136 
1,228,622 

1,737.933 
2,696,723 
3,046,979 
1,, 330, 311 
3,518,538 
3, 83.S  765 


343,641  50 
192. 196  73 
131.350  39 
152.050  16 
596,818  00 
214,814  09 


542.547  78 
670,267  50 


204.485  04 
429.690  14 
907.127  61 


60 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  436. 


A. — Statement  exhibiting  the  periods  at  u-hich  the  land  districts  were  established  by  law,  d-c. — Continued. 


Date  of  the  law  crc.nliiig  the 
land  diE^trict. 


Mar. 
Mar, 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Ap'l 


Land  di^triut. 


MiriIIG.\S  TKRRITORV. 


28,  IS04 Detroit 

3. 


Land  offiee. 


1(^23 .Sotltliern  di.^lrict Monroe. 

MISSOfBI. 


181K,  and  Ma-.  3,1811 

1818 

1818 

1823 


St.  Loni.st j  St.  Loui;;. 


Howard  eonnty  t  . 


Franklin  . 


fape  Girardeau !  Jackson  . 


1811 

1611,  and  Mar.  2,  1805, 
1811,  and  Mar.  2,  1805, 
1812 


Feb. 
Feb. 


1818. 
1818. 


Mar.  3,  1803  

May    6,  1832 

Ap'l  25,1812 


Mar.  3,  1803 

Mar.   3,  1817 

June  15,  1809,  and  iMar.  3,  18D7 

May  11,  1820 

May  11,  1830 


West  ?rn  distri< 


LOUISIANA. 


Northern  district 

Southwestern  distriet.... 
Sonlheastern  district.  ... 
St.  Helena  Court-IIouse.. 


ARKANSAS  TERRITORY. 

Lawrence  Co.,  alter  deduetins  mil.  lands 
Arkansas  Co do 


MISSISSIPPI. 


West  of  Pearl  river. .. 

Clioctaw  district 

Jackson  Court-House. 


ALAUAMA. 

St.  Stephen's  district.. . . 

Cahaha  

Huntsville 

Tuscaloosa 

Coiieenli  county 


Le.\ingtoii  . 


Ouachita 

Opelousas 

New  Orleans 

St.  Helena  Court-House. 


natesville.. . 
Little  Rock. 


Washington 

Jackson  

Jackson  Court-House  . 


St  .Stephen's 

Cahaba 

Huntsville  . . 
Tuscaloosa  . 
Sparta 


5  B    o  S 

^  o  £i  i 

=  3  ~  >  E 

2  1.5  £.£ 


o  2  2 


C    O    T3 


Jicres, 
•2,947,809 
903,369 


3,817,082 
3.444,506 
6,886,651 
1,934,071 

.590,395 

1,405,440 

222,240 

None. 


3,89.5,4.13     , 
3,131,716 

2.91,5.097 
2.041,468 
3,096,6971 
I 

I 
2, 577, 0-22  J 

5,958,400     , 

5,801,600 

3,920,000 

•2,800,000 


JicTcs. 

3,763,431 

(*) 


3,401,269 
'2,985,932 
6,845,487 
1,934,071 

587,448 

1,405,440 

2-3-2,240 

None. 


3,871,966 
3,130,589 

1,791,965 
2,035.631 

4,877.943 


5-50,584  82 


395.996  80 
338, 1 12  07 


4,621,284 
4,671,849 
3,66-3,990 
2,799,518 


684,093  50 


739,746  81 
2,260,270  94 
2,760,710  96 


104,200,.50U 


86,828,194 


10,544,454  16 


*  No  sales  up  to  above  date  ;it  the  southern  land  office. 

t  Salt  Uiver  district,  created  by  ;ui  act  ol'  the  List  session,  is  formed  by  detaching  certain  lands  fiom  Howard  county  and  St.  Louis  districts. 


Estimated  quantity  surveyed 

Estimated  quantity  unsold : 

Difference  in  quantity  sold 

To  which  add  sales  at  New  Orleans,  not  included 

Also  fractions  not  taken  into  view 

Makes  the  quantity,  aa  exhibited  in  the  statements  of  land  sold  . 


JlcTC:. 

104,240,500 

86,838,194 

17,412,306 

80,437 

17.49-3,743 
•23 

17,49-3,766 


The  quantity  of  land  cxliiliitod  as  snrveyed  and  remaininp:  unsold  in  tlie  southeastern  district  of 
Louisiana  is  the  amount  of  the  lots  surveyed  (agreeably  to  the  ancient  Spanish  and  French  custom)  on 
the  rivers,  bayous,  and  -water-courses  between  the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  the  river  Atcliafalaya,  which  lands 
have  been  since  proclaiined  for  sale.  The  quantity  exhibited  as  sold  in  that  district,  in  statement  No.  2, 
(viz:  80,431.64  acres,)  is  the  amount  of  the  back  concessions  and  pre-emption  riglits,  of  which  no  returns 
of  survey  have  yet  been  made;  their  total  quantity  cannot  oven  be  estimated.  Hence  their  amount  is 
not  included  in  the  column  of  surve-y's, 

J  or  the  two  districts  of  Micliin'an  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  quantity  of  land  remaining-  unsold  is 
stated  in  the  aggregate.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  southern  district  was  partly  formed  out  of  the 
Detroit  district,  and  the  quantity  sold  at  the  land  office  at  Detroit  in  those  townships  now  attached  to 
the  southern  district  cannot  readily  be  discriminated. 

Tiie  quantity  of  liind  remaining  unsold  in  the  district  of  Jackson  Court-IIouse,  in  Mississippi,  and  the 
district  ol  St.  Stephen's,  in  Alabama,  is  also  stated  in  the  aggregate,  for  the  reason  that  the  former-named 
district  was  formed,  in  part,  by  attaching  to  it  all  the  lands" in  the  old  district  of  St.  Stephen's  which  lie 
m  the  htate  of  iMississippi.  The  quantitv  of  land  exhibited  as  surveyed  in  the  district  of  Jackson  Court- 
Uouse  IS  only  that  portion  of  the  former  district  of  St.  Stephen's  attached  thereto. 

No  surveys  have  been  received  south  of  the  31st  de<rrec  of  latitude  in  either  of  those  districts. 
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Gl 


H. 

iSlati'inrnl  of  the  rrcciptf<  and  (■.rjtcii<liliir<n  iil  thr  fnUmriiiij  liiml  (ijjhvs  iliirimj  llir  yc(/r  JS2:!,  and  thf  Jirst 

tlVil  ijIKIliiTrt  lif   1824. 


Kceeiptd. 

Kxpoii<lauri.'s. 

( >ffici>s. 

Ill  till-  yi'ar  1823. 

III  nisi  lun  (]iiaii.rs" 
182  1. 

Ill  1823. 

rir.-t  two  qiiar- 
trrs  1824. 

$3,356  10 
23,207  09 
26. 373  68 
13.207  10 
22,060  01 
32.311  46 

5,014  90 
75,203  05 
17,  .322  04 
26,477  87 
108,274  81 
73.403  15 

9,50!  00 

2,720  30 

3.. '103  22 

15,523  42 

800  00 

9.880  .58 
48,405  14 
37.867  14 

4.895  48 
45,003  27 
68,971  41 

4,471  45 

,«7,.564  01 

20.696  2.5 

23,861  32 

16..551  94 

.30,164  68 

2.5,0.58  85 

1,82.5  83 

17,130  00 

10,120  .51 

10.511   98 

411,912  10 

25,004  99 

311  .52 

1,466  31 

1,000  00 

3,856  43 

467  .50 

2.588  06 

5.3.53  31 

41,674  .3,5 

10,879  88 

11.300  62 

18,909  39 

12,721  27 

2,8.59  99 

§991  35 
1,.5.37  61 

1,878  87 
1,429  86 
1,459  22 
1,470  85 
1,317  .-.2 
2,489  34 
1,904  16 
1,888  18 
3,720  07 
2,815  44 
1,343  69 
1,,T50  01 
1,481  37 
1,8.55  97 

957  47 
1.737  69 
1,123.52 
1,993  47 

583  22 
3.  .'■,64  19 
2,049  47 
1,713  02 

.$■722  90 

1,117  51 

1,275  20 

1,117  .57 

ririciniiiili 

1.216  74 
1,1.55  88 

539  97 

Del.warn 

956  00 
702  40 

1,097  80 

Ilronkvillc 

I'riiwrorilsvillc 

F.irt  \V.i>  111' 

Siiau'iH't'tiiu  11                                    

1,450  05 
822  33 
522  48 
677  43 
522  08 

iJilw.-irilsvilli' 

865  66 
930  19 

PiilostirK" 

531  92 

1,403  .50 

613  94 

1,211  89 

939  78 

1,313  09 

415  07 

BatcsviU.' 

Little  Knck 

1,818  89 

1,003  85 

900  18 

592  16 

432  25 

1,067  42 
1,297  78 
1,013  60 
1,011  84 
1,783  93 
1,000  00 
4,821  79 
1,000  00 
2,032  80 
4,482  99 
1,9.56  68 
3.308  88 
1,262  08 
2,510  89 

500  00 

400  00 

.508  00 

,520  19 

118  18 

502  36 

500  00 

500  00 

W  aslllllgton 

7,083  52 

10,704  75 

2,455  48 
500  00 

35,366  03 
119.712  42 
18,  .530  99 
71,755  29 
29,731  69 
33,447  11 

54,959  .32 

20,231  06 

8,028  89 

52,840  78 

9,973  82 

5,334  53 

1,005  52 

1..530  24 

1,416  44 

Ciili.iba 

1,912  25 
886  01 

728  15 

998,559  35 

505,472  68 

71,812  87 

36,437  25 

TRt.vsURY  Dep.\rt.ment,  GencTai  Laud  Ojficc,  Dcicml<^r  14,  1824. 


UKOUGE  GRAHAM. 


18th  GnxGRESs.] 


No.  437. 


[2d  Session. 


CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    WEST    FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    IIOl-SE    OF    REPRESE.VT.WIVES    .lANl'ARV    14,    1825. 


CosDiissioxERs'  Office,  Pcnsacola,  December  10,  1824. 

Sir:  Wc  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  alistract  of  claims  to  land  in  West  Florida,  (marked  I,) 
foundixl  on  habitation  and  cultivation,  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  IT,  1S21,  reported  to  Congress 
in  iibedience  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  donations  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida." 

It  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  make  this  report  at  an  early  period,  as  the  act  may  reqnire  amend- 
ments, and  this  class  of  claims  is  subject  to  future  legislation. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  considerations  of  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

Hon.  the  Spe.\ker  of  the  House  of  llejjresenlalives  United  States. 
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A  report  of  claimalo  land  in  Wed  Florida,  founded  on  hahilalion  and  cidtieation,  between  February  22,  1819, 
and  Julij  n,  1821,  reported  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress  ajiproved  May  2fi,  1824. 


Niirni's  (iT  <-laiiii:ints. 


3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
J2 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

ai 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 


Clark  Jackson 

James  Pciuilclon 

VVilliarii  II.  McCuicly    

William  N.  West 

John  Mathews 

Jaini's  Uonnolly 

John  l)oiiiii-lly 

William  Minis 

.Mcxanclcr  .Smith 

.^tidrow  iMitc'hcll 

Jonas  Mathuws  .-. 

Kichmonil  I*.  Ilnyhi's 

Radford  L.  Ciilinn 

Joah  Gains 

AVilliam  Gains 

Elijah  !\lL-Ctirdy 

Charles  Campbell 

John  McCall 

Edward  Campbell 

Daniel  D.  Caniphcll 

Tcter  Wilkinson 

William  Goodson 

Benjamin  Rrown 

Thomas  Baggot 

Thomas  JVIoore 

Jones  Cobb 

Charles  Ivy 

Ambrose  Cratie 

The  heirs  of  Charles  Cneliran 

Elijah  \Vard 

Levy  Mainiing 

Robert  Manning 

Lauchlin  McLennan 

John  Pokes 

James  W.  Shines 

John  Barrow 

Reuben  Hart 

John  McCoinb 

The  heirs  of  Ezekiel  E.  Cobb 

James  Spears 

Clempson  Ilall 

Mary  Lightfoot 

Joseph  W.  Hall 

Nathan  Patrick 

Ezekiel  Cobb 

John  White  

Daniel  McNcal 

Robert  Thomas 

Thomas  ]\Iinis 

Benjamin  Nettles 

John  Bowman 

Isaac  Hawkins 

John  Parker 

Richard  laldes 

James  Wilson 

Daniel  Malloy 

The  heirs  of  William  Long 

Macon  Morrison 

Joseph  Owens 

.Mian  McCaskill 

Findley  McCaskill , 

Robert  McKennon 

Lewis  Baggot 

Ow^en  Williams 

William  H.  Pyke 

Stephen  Daniel 

James  C.  Roach 

The  heirs  of  Joel  Porter 

Samuel  Fowler 

John  Ward 

James  Ward 

In  this  and  other  cases  wlnrc  blanks  arc  lonnd  in  the  column 


Age. 


21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
31 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 


Number  of  acres  culti- 
vated. 


12  or  15. 


10 

3 

5  or  6. 

6  or  7. 
12 


Where  situated. 


2  or  3 

30 

4 


Escambia  county 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

10  or  15 ' do 


,50 

6  or  8.. 
4 

10  or  12. 

9 

16  or  18. 

3  or  4.. 

8  or  10. 

1 

10 

15 

10 

7  or  8.. 


Habitation  and  cul- 
tivation. 


1820 
1820 
1819 


1820 
1820 
1820 


li-20 
1820 
1820 
1819 


1819 
1819 
1820 
1819 
1819 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1820 


10 

1 

16  or  17. 

3  or  4.. 

30 

14  or  15. 
12 

4  or  5.. 


7  or  8.. 

20 

20  or  24. 
20  or  25. 
13  or  14. 


10  or  15. 
10  or  12. 
10  or  12. 

7  or  8.. 

1 

25  or  30. 


1  or  2.. 

2  or  3.. 
3 

15  or  20. 
6 

3  or  4.. 
12  or  15. 

8  or  10. 
8  or  10. 
12  or  14. 

7  or  8.. 
10 

8  or  10. 
25  or  30. 
20 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Jackson  county. . 
Escambia  county 

do 

do 

do 

do , 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Jackson  county. .. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d 

do 


1819 
1821 


1821 
1820 
1820 
1819 
1819 
1830 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1819 
1830 
1820 
1819 
1819 
1830 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1820 


1820 
1820 


4  or  5 

of  the  number  of  acres  cultivated,  the  witnesses  could  not  state 


1824 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1824 
1824 
1821 
1824 
1824 
18'22 
1821 
1831 
1824 
1821 
1821 
1824 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1824 
1821 
1824 
1824 
1821 
1621 
1824 
1824 
1821 
1823 
1824 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1824 
1821 
1834 
1824 
1823 
1823 
1824 
1821 
1834 
1834 
1831 
1832 
1823 
1834 
1821 
1824 
1824 
1824 
1824 
1824 
1824 
1823 
1823 
1834 
1834 
1821 
1834 
1834 
1824 
1824 
1824 
1824 
1821 
1621 
1821 
1821 
1824 


the  quantity. 
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Niiints  i>r  i-I;iiiii;uil.-. 


80 
81 
83 
83 
84 
8o 
86 
87 
88 
89 

au 

SI 

<« 

9:1 

'M 

9.'> 

96 

97 

98 

99 
100 
101 
103 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 

09 
110 
111 
113 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
130 
131 

123 
133 
134 

135 

136* 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131t 


John  Siiiiili .. . 
Josi'ph  I'arrot. 


Jatra- 


The  hi'irs  cil'  Uiulnii  Lulliliui. 

William  liluijl 

Wtlliaiii  Urowi 

Jatni.'.-;  Dfimaril    

I'rfsley  Scllrhn-k 

lhij;h  Uubfrt^un  

John  Ilnp^oii 

Hubert  Sulhivam 

James  Irwin 


Robert  Thompson. 

John  Hays 

llenrv  Moses 


IMieajah  Cadwell 

The  heirs  of  William  T.  Nelson  . 

Joseph  Brooks 

Thomas  C.  Kieharii 

Stephen  Kiehard 

William  Cliambles 

diaries  Hanies    

William  McDonald 

Le\iii  McClinton 

William  Philips 

Benjamin  Hamilton 

The  heirs  o(  Moses  Brently 

Abraham  Philips 

Andrew  Farmer 

Nathan  Ward 

Joshua  Scurloek  . 
Josepli  Cobb. 
Daniel  Lyr 
John  Bush. 
David  Evans 
Oliver  Clark  . 
Benjaiiiin  Hog;^ 
Ilatton  M.  Hoi;i 
John_IIog: 
AIMS  Wood. 
Wilham  Pile: 

William  .MeDonald 

Nathaniel  Hudson 

Adam  Kiinbrongh 

The  heirs  of  John  Gwi: 

John  Jones 

George  Sharp 

Peter  J.  Harvey 

Dempsey  Jones 

Roland  Clapp  &.  Co 


John  Gnerra 

David  Durgan 

Tlie  heirs  of  Samuel  : 
Benjamin  Wymaii  ... 

David  Durgan 

Eli  Scurlock 

Robert  Kelly 

William  Doualdson  .. 

Henry  Potu 

Domingo  Torri 


Age. 


21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
31 
21 
31 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
•2\ 
21 
21 
21 
21 
SI 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
31 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 

21 
21 
21 

21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 


Nnniber  of  aer' 
valed. 


Habitation  and  eiil- 
livation. 


6  or  7. 

7  or  8. 


Jaelison  itil\  . 

A 

(I 


20 

10  or  15. 

40 

5  or  10. 


14.... 
5  or  1 
6 

13.... 


10 

5  or  6 . . 
10  or  12. 
10  or  15. 

30 

12  or  15. 


.do. 
.do. 


,do. 
•  ilo. 


14  or  15. 
14  or  15. 

5  or  6 . . 

5  or  6.. 

4  or  5. . 
10 

4  or  5.. 

1  or  J.. 

3  or  4.. 
10  or  15. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Escambia  eoiinty  . 
do 


3  or  4. 
2U 


do 

do 

do 

Jackson  eoiinty. 

do 

do 

d 


6  or  7.. 
16 

8  or  10. 
14  or  15. 

3  or  4.. 

4  or  5.. 


Small  quantity. 

I 

lOor  12 

1 

3 


10 

Lot  No.  263  . 


do 

do 

do 

Escambia  couiit\ 

do 

do.  .about  ^  link 

from  Fort  Barnard. 

Jackson  county 

do 

do 

Escambia  county 

Jackson  county 

do 

Escambia  river 

d 

do 

City  of  Pensaeola.. .  . 


Is20 
l.'^JI 

IH-JO 

Is-Jll 


Is20 
1821 
1830 
1^20 


l.~21 
l^20 
1830 
1820 
1820 
1831 
1820 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1S20 
1821 
|s20 
IS-JO 
ls20 
lr30 
1.-30 
1.^20 
1820 
1830 


1830 
1830 
1830 


1819 
1819 


1820 
1830 


1819 
1819 


1821 
1831 
1830 
1830 
1819 
1830 
1814 


1K21 

lh'34 

1K3I 

1K3I 

|.-<3I 

1822 

1833 

1834 

1S24 

1821 

1822 

1834 

1834 

1824 

1834 

1824 

1821 

1821 

1834 

1824 

1623 

1832 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1834 

1834 

1824 

1821 

1824 

1821 

1821 

1824 

1822 

1821 

1823 

1820 

1821 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1831 

1819 

1831 

1820 

1821 
1823 
1821 


1821 
1825 


*  This  claim  has  already  been  repoited  in  an  abstract  forwarded  to  Congress.    Subsequent  testimony  shows  that  >Ir.  Durgan  was  not  the  head  of  ; 
family  in  the  year  18^21. 

t  This  lot  was  enclosed  in  1814,  but  was  not  built  upon  and  cultivated  untd  1823  or  1823. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 


SAMFEI,  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
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ISin  Congress.] 


No.  438. 


[2d  Session. 


CLAI.M    FOR    MILITARY    BOUNTY    LAND. 


CdMMUNir.VTKI)    Til    TlIK    Hor.SK    (IF 


RKrRK.SKN'T.VTlVKS    JANUARY    18,     1825. 


Mr.  (.'AMrBEi.i.,  of  Oliio,  iVoia   tlic  Comuiittrc  on  Private   Laml  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 

and  doeuinents  of  Thomas  Anns,  reported: 

The  petitioner  represents  that,  at  the  commencenient  of  the  late  war,  and  for  some  time  before,  he 
resided  in  Canada;  that  soon  after  hostilities  lieg'an  lie  was  draug'hted  into  the  service  of  Great  Britain; 
tliut,  being-  unwilling  to  light  against  the  country  of  his  birth,  he  deserted,  and  came  to  the  United  States; 
that  in  1813,  in  the  month  of  June,  he  volunteered  as  a  sulistitute  for  his  brother,  John  Arms,  who  was  a 
private  in  a  detachment  commanded  by  Captain  Godfrey,  of  Major  Adams'  regiment  of  New  York  militia; 
that  soon  after  he,  with  a  number  of  others,  was  taken  prisoner  by  tiic  enemy  at  Black  Rock;  that  he  was 
taken  thence  to  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  Halifax,  where,  in  February,  1814,  he  was  exchanged,  and  ordered 

to ,  in  Massachusetts,  at  which  place  lie  received  three  months'  pay;  that  thence  he  was  ordered  to 

I'ittsfield,  where  he  received  from  Captain  Charles  Fuller  four  months'  pay  and  six  months'  clothing;  and 
that  about  the  1st  of  May,  1814,  he  was  discharged  from  service;  that  he  has  made  application  at  the 
War  Department  for  the  benefit  <.if  the  acts  allowing  bounty  land  to  the  Canadian  volunteers,  and  was 
answered  that  tlie  jirovisions  of  those  acts  having  been  construed  to  extend  only  to  those  soldiers  who 
performed  duty  in  the  regular  service,  his  request  could  not  be  g-rantcd;  wherefore,  ho  prays  for  such 
bounty  as  was  allowed  to  the  "  Canadian  volunteers." 

The  committee  think  it  unnecessary  to  recite  the  testimony  exhibited  by  the  petitioner.  From  the 
petition  it  is  evident  he  was  a  substitute  for  a  soldier,  who,  it  is  not  doubted,  was  brought  into  the  service 
liy  draught.  His  employer's  inilitury  character  was  imparted  to  him.  The  substitution  favored  him  with 
no  )irivileges  or  bounties  which  could  not  liave  been  claimed  by  the  other  privates  of  the  same  corps,  or 
by  his  brother,  had  he  continued  in  the  army.  His  entrance  into  the  service  did  not  add  one  to  the  number 
of  soldiers.  It  was  to  increase  the  military  force  of  the  country  that  bounties  were  promised.  However, 
in  the  case  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  it  may  be  said  the  extension  of  bounties  was  intended  in  some 
degree  to  indemnify  for  their  losses. 

With  these  views  the  C(jmmittee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


18th  Congress.] 


No.  439. 


[2d   Session. 


QUANTITY    OF    LAND    SURVEYED    AND    REMAINING    UNSOLD. 

CO.MMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    20,     1825. 

Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  land  surveyed  and  remaining  tuisold  June  30,  1823;  the  quantity  of  land 
surveyed  since  that  period  up  to  June  30,  1824,  as  far  as  surveys  have  been  returned,  and  the  quantity  of 
land  sold  from  June  30,  1823,  to  June  30,  1824;  and  the  quantity  of  land  surveyed  which  remained  -unsold 
Jane  30,  1824.  Furnished  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  upon  the  request  of  the 
honorable  Mr.  Benton  of  the  Senate. 


I. and  districts. 

Quantity  of  land  surveyed 
and  remaining  un.sold  on 
June  30,  1823,  as  per  last 
report. 

Quantity  of  land  surveyed, 
tlie  returns  of  wliicii  have 
been  received  since  the 
date  of  the  last  report  up 
to  June  30,  1824,  exclu- 
ding private  claims  and 
school  lands. 

Quantity  of  land  sold  since 
the  date  of  the  last  re- 
port, from  June  30,  1823, 
to  June  30,  1824. 

Quantity  of  land  remaining 
unsold  on  June  30,  1824, 
of  the  lands  surveyed,  as 
far  as  returns  of  survey 
have  been  received. 

OHIO. 

Mariott.T 

^cres. 
500,113 
709,492 
418,223 

1,027,015 
752,632 
347,097 

2,344,735 

1,802,106 

l,5'-.6,770 
3,187,147 
2,465,210 
1,712,130 
1,228,622 

.Acres. 

5,778.84 
19,626.74 
25,187.52 
14,883.38 
17,664.23 
31,927.71 

2,888.07 
38,786.46 

6,.508.% 
12,036.92 
53,350.90 
79,205.06 

3,983.80 

.icres. 
494,334.16 
689,865,26 
393,035.48 

1  Oio  131   fio 

ZanesviUc 

Slinljinvilje 

Cliilicothe 

Cincinnati 

7:14,967.77 
315  169  '^9 

Woo.ster 

Piqna 

Delaware 

1,763,319.54 
1,550,261  04 

INDIANA. 

JcdVrsnnviile 

Vinci-nncs 

3,175,110.08 

Tcrrc  Haute 

112,000 

2,52:1,859.10 
1,632,930.94 

Brookviile 

Fort  Wayne 

346,660 

1,571,298.20 

'   
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Sfatr)ncnf  ^hoicuif/  the  quantibj  of  land  ^urvrycd  and  irmaining  unsold  Jun>'  oO,  18'2o — ('(Uiliniu-tl. 


Lau.l  ilisinct-s. 


Kuskaskin 

Sliiiwiu't'iow  n 

Edwardsvillr 

District  north  ot"  i:il\variis\  illi' 

Vondalia 

Palestine 


MirnUi\N    TERUITdRY. 


Detroit  ..... 
Southern  di? 


St.  Louis , 

Howard  county  , 
Cape  Girardtrau  . 
WesicTii  district 


LOUISIANA. 


Nortliern  district 

Southwestern  district.... 
Southeastern  district.... 
St.  Helena  rourt-[I<Misp. 


ARKANSAS   TBHRITORY. 


Lawrence  county. 
Arkansas  county.. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


West  of  Pearl  river  . . . 

Choctaw  distriet 

Jackson  Coun-Housc. 


St.  Stephen's  district 

Calmba 

Huntsville 

Tuscaloosa 

Conecuh  county 


o   3  '^• 

0    =    3 

(3 


1 . 7:17,  ua'i 

3,696,733 
:!,0^r),273 

i.:(30,:)ii 

3,518,538 
3,838,765 


3,401,269 
a. 985, 033 
6,  845, 487 
1,934,071 

587,448 
1,405,440 

223,240 
None.     ' 


3,871,966 
3,130,589 


1,791,965 
2,035,631 


!1 

J.       4,877,243 

I 

J 


4,631,284 
4,671,849 
3,662,990 
2,799,518 


86,828,194 


o    I^    o   »- 


S  .=5    n 
1»    C 


c    a    y   t: 


181.409 
3!ll,004 


421,107 
540,  H»; 


2,492,740 
105,764 
22, 400 
271,010 


113,934 
115,734 


1,256,570 


358,400 
82, 134 


7.281,719 


T3    ^     C    C! 
"    w     o     ^ 

i'  5  ■-  = 


1,032.24 
1,653.63 
8,948.89 
43,003.89 
,■■.34.00 
4,503.46 

45,9.30.33 
13,  ,5 17. 73 

34,292  27 
53,103.12 
13,802.63 
2,287.00 


641.71 
186.50 


585.40 
1,123.44 


6,573.67 
63,409.05 


None. 
93,336.31 


36,820.97 

8,7.70.27 

17,005.11 

30,442.04 


789,397.06 


=    c    ^    ? 


■-    o   js    « 
D     3     O    liX    . 


»4cres. 

1,730,910.76 

2,695,069.37 

3, 037,  K3. 11 

1,469,717.11 

3,912,008.00 

3,834,259.54 


4,669,890.06 


5,859,716.73 
3,039,533.88 
6,855,084.47 
2,202,834.00 

1,051,793.26 

1,405,253.50 

232,240.00 


3,984,314.60 
3,245,200.56 

1,785,391.33 
3,228,791.95 

1 

y         5,225,440.69 

I 

J 

4,584,463.03 
4,663,098.73 
3,643,984.89 
2,769,075.96 


93,330,515.94 


Note.— The  districts  of  St.  Louis  and  Howard  county  are  stated  as  tliey  originally  stood  when  tlie  report  of  last  year  was  rendered.     Since  that 
period  a  new  district  lias  been  organized  out  of  these  two  districts,  called  the  '*  District  of  Salt  River." 


18th  Congress.] 


No.  440. 


5 ['2d  Session. 


COPPEK   MINE    LANDS    ON    LAKE    SUPEKIOE. 


COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    21,    1825. 

Letter  from  Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan,  on  the  advantage  of  purchasing  the  country  upon  Lake  Sujxrior 
where  cop)per  has  been  found,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  of  the  Senate. 

Detroit,  November  21,  1821. 

De.\r  Sir:  Li  conformity  with  your  request  I  shall  proceed  to  state  the  advantages  which  would 
attend  the  purchase,  by  the  United  States,  of  the  country  upon  Lake  Superior  where  copper  has  been 
found. 

Since  I  had  hist  the  honor  to  address  you  upon  this  subject  further  researches  have  been  made, 
under  tlie  direction  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  which  have  resulted  in  a  conviction  that  that  district  of  country  is 
richer  in  mineral  productions  than  has  been  heretofore  supposed.  Mr.  Schoolcraft  has  promised  to 
communicate  to  you  such  information  respecting  this  subject  as  is  in  his  possession;  and  as  he  will 
probably  visit  Washington  during  the  winter,  he  will  be  able  to  satisfy  any  inquiries  you  may  be  disposed 
to  make. 

vol..  IV 9  c 
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The  Lidian  population  is  very  thinly  scattered  u])on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior.  Along-  the 
whole  line  of  coast  from  the  Sault  St.  Jlai'ie  to  the  Fond  du  Lac,  no  article  of  food  is  raised  by  them;  they 
depend  for  their  sujiiiort  i)rincii>ally  upim  the  fish,  ami  ]>artially  upon  the  scanty  supply  of  game  which 
is  furnished  by  that  inhospitable  country. 

The  metalliferous  region  is  upon  and  about  the  lake  shore,  and  the  extinction  of  the  Lidian  title  to 
such  a  portion  of  it  as  may  be  deemed  advantageous  would  not  diminish  their  means  of  subsistence.  But 
I  still  tiiink,  as  I  thought  originally,  that  it  would  be  most  proper  to  negotiate  with  them  for  the  right  to 
explore  the  country,  and  to  carry  on  mining  operations  wherever  appearances  may  pnjmise  the  most 
productive  result.  But  little  would  be  gained  by  an  attempt  to  ])ush  permanent  settlements  into  those 
regions.  And  this  is  all  we  could  promise  ourselves  from  an  absolute  extinction  of  title.  All  the 
advantages  we  could  expect  to  derive  from  the  mineral  riches  of  the  country  would  be  gained  by  the 
right  to  procui'e  and  take  away  any  portion  of  them.  The  injury  to  be  anticipated  from  a  cession  to  the 
United  States  is,  that  the  laws  regulating  trade  and  intmcourse  with  the  Lidiaus  would  ecase  to  operate, 
and  embarrassments  might  be  produced  by  the  establishment  nf  traders  not  subject  to  the  present 
wholesome  restraints  of  the  laws. 

No  calculation  can  be  made  of  the  extent  an<l  pecuniarj'  value  of  these  copper  mines.  No  doubt  is 
entertained  but  that  the  metal  may  be  procured  with  as  much  ease  as  in  any  part  of  the  woi-ld;  in  fact,  it 
is  well  known  that  large  masses  of  pure  malleable  copper  have  been  discovered  in  diflerent  parts  of  the 
country,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  when  those  regions  are  fully  explored  these  masses 
will  be  found  to  be  still  more  abundant. 

The  return  transportation  from  the  Sault  St.  Marie  to  Buffalo  is,  and  must  continue  to  be,  low.  The 
freight  is  principally  up  the  lakes,  and  there  are  few  articles  which  that  portion  of  the  country  produces 
for  exportation;  vessels,  tlierefore,  generally  return  win  illy  or  partially  empty. 

The  cost  of  making  the  purchase  I  have  described  may  be  kept  within  the  sum  of  $10,000  and  full 
justice  be  done  to  the  Indians  interested.  It  might,  I  doubt  not,  be  made  for  a  ranch  less  sum  were  it 
consonant  to  the  principles  or  policy  of  the  government  to  procure  cessions  from  the  Indians  at  the  lowest 
possible  rate;  but  it  is  due  to  the  character  of  our  country,  and  to  the  feelings  of  our  citizens,  that,  in 
our  negotiations  with  these  wretched  people,  we  should  remember  our  own  strength  and  wealth,  and 
their  weakness  and  poverty;  that  we  should  look  back  upon  what  they  have  lost  and  we  have  gained, 
and  never  forget  the  great  moral  debt  we  owe  them. 

Apart  from  any  views  cormected  with  the  cession  I  have  mentioned,  there  are  other  considerations 
which  render  it  proper  that  a  negotiation  should  be  opened  with  the  Lake  Su]ierior  Indians.  That  you 
may  understand  fully  the  situation  and  feelings  of  these  Indians  I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by 
me  to  the  War  Department;  as  the  transmission  of  it  is  not  strictly  in  conformity  with  ofiScial  etiquette, 
I  must  commit  it  to  your  discretion. 

It  is  probable  that  the  convocation  of  the  Chippewa  chiefs  of  the  Lake  Superior  country  to  a  council, 
at  some  proper  point  upon  the  lake  shore,  would  supersede  the  employment  of  other  and  harsher  measures. 
Such  explanations  and  representations  might  be  made  as  would  satisfy  them  of  the  necessity  of  surrender- 
ing the  perpetrators  of  the  late  outrages,  and  of  restraining  their  people  from  the  commission  of  similar 
acts  in  future.  We  must  either  persuade  or  compel  them  to  do  us  justice,  and  much  is  gained  for  the  great 
cause  of  liumanity  by  the  adoption  of  the  former  rather  than  the  latter  course. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Senator  in  Congress,  Washington. 
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CLAmS  TO  LAND  BETWEEN  THE  LINES  OP  LUDLOW  AND  KOBERTS,  OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY  21,    1825. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  President's  message,  with 
certain  documents  relating  to  the  valuation  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  situated  between 
Ludlo\y's  and  Roberts'  lines,  directed  to  be  made  by  the  act  of  May  26,  1824,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative  to  lands 
located  tnider  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  with  the  remonstrances  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ohio  and  Virginia  in  relation  to  said 
lines,  reported: 

That  your  connnittee  deem  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case  at  tliis  time  unnecessary,  as  a 
full  report  was  made  on  the  same  subject  to  this  House,  by  a  select  committee,  May  4,  1824,  and  which 
>our  connnittee  pray  may  be  considered  a  part  of  this  report.— (Sec  No.  410,  vol.  3,  page  T21.)  The 
documents  accompanying  the  President's  message  contain  a  very  full  and  detailed  statement  of  all  the 
facts  not  embraced  by  the  former  report. 

Your  committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  jjurchasers  from  the  United  States,  who  purchased 
under  the  faith  of  the  government,  and  who  are  understood  to  have  made  large  improvements  on  the  lands, 
ouglit  not  to  be  disturbed  in  their  possessions  and  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  provided  the 
adverse  claims  can  be  quieted  without  a  very  unreasonable  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  government.  To 
a  numerous  class  of  valuable  citizens,  deprived  of  their  homes  after  j'cars  of  tedious  and  expensive 
litigation,  the  purchase  in(jnoy  and  interest  would  be  a  very  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  remuneration, 
Willie  the  government,  without  having  regard  to  the  claim  which  would  be  made  for  the  valuable 
nnproveinents  of  which  the  citizens  would  be  deprived,  would  be  compelled  to  pay  a  much  larger  sum 
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than  thai  iinipuscil  I'nr  a  rniii|ii-niiiisi'  with  the  {■laimaiits  nndrr  Yirj^'inia  military  himl  wananls.  Vuiir 
i-iiiiiiiiiltiH',  thrrrlnrc,  r('|Mul  a  hill  aullmri/.iiiL;-  the  l'ri>siilciil  to  |iuri'hasc  IVoiii  tln'  nwiicis  nf  ihc  \iii^iiiia 
liiilitaiv  laud  wan-ants  Incalcd  pridr  In  .lunr  -JCi.  lSl-2,  hclwci'ii  l.uiUnw's  ami  l.'uhi'ils'  liiii',  releases  of 
all  their  elainis. 


T(i  /III-  Ilouae  of  lieprc.fenlaliiV!': 

In  compliance  with  an  act  of  Conp,-rcss,  which  originaleil  in  the  llunse  ol'  Ki'iiresentativcs,  passed 
May  20,  1824,  "to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  certain  neg-otiations  relative 
to  lands  located  nnder  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  lyinp;  between  Ludlow's  and  itoberts'  lines,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  I  herewith  transmit  a  report,  with  accompanyiui;-  documents,  from  the  (Jonmiissioner  of 
the   General   l^aud   OlFice,  shov.-ing   the   measures   which  have   been   taken  under  the   provisions   .if  the 

aforesaid  act. 

J.VMES  .MUXKOE. 

W.isHiXGTON,  Bcccinbrr  13,  1824. 


Gexer.vi,  L.iND  Office,  December  13,  1824. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  26th  of  May  last,  Jonah  Baldwin,  David  Huston, 
and  William  Ward,  esquires,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  coumiissioners  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  lands, 
exclusive  of  improvements,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Koberts'  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  which  are 
claimed  uiuler  Virginia  military  warrants.  The  papers  marked  A  and  P>  contain  the  instructions  to  and 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  as  to  the  value  of  these  lands.  The  pajier  marked  C  (not  now  to  be 
found)  is  a  plat  exhibiting  the  interferences  of  these  lands  with  the  public  surveys;  and  that  marked  D 
shows  the  (piantity  of  land  claimed  under  Virginia  military  warrants  which  has  been  sold  by  the  United 
States;  the  price  at  which  it  has  been  sold;  the  quantity  thu.s  claimed  which  remains  unsold;  and  the 
valuation  of  these  lands,  as  reported  by  the  commissioners.  Tlie  paper  marked  E  is  a  copy  of  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Ignited  States  in  the  case  of  Doddridge's  Lessee  against  Thompson  & 
Wright. — (See  Xo.  410,  page  620.)  To  decide  how  far  the  claims  included  in  the  report  of  the  ciimmis- 
sioners  come  within  the  principles  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a 
view  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  these  claims  as  connected  with  the  several  acts  <if  Congress  ami  the 
decision  of  the  court. 

Previous  to  the  year  1804  a  line  was  run,  under  the  authority  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  United 
States,  by  ^Ir.  Ludlow,  from  the  head  of  the  Little  Miami  towards  the  head  of  the  Scioto  river  as  far  as 
the  Indian  boundary  line.  The  public  surveys  were  made  up  to  and  in  conformity  to  that  line;  and,  liy  the 
act  of  June  26,  1812,  this  line  was  recognized  as  the  boundary  line  of  the  military  reservation.  In  the 
year  1812  a  line  was  run  under  the  authority  of  commissioners  of  the  L^nited  States,  appointed  under  the 
act  of  1812,  to  establish,  in  conjunction  with  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  the 
boundary  of  lands  between  the  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers,  as  reserved  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  satisfy 
the  warrants  issued  by  that  State  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  her  continental  establishment.  This  line 
is  called  Eoberts'  line;  it  lies  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  and  has  been  declared  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  be  the  true  boundary  of  the  lands  as  originally  reserved  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami  by  the 
State  of  Virginia  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  and  that  part  of  it  wdiicli  lies  north  of  the  old  Indian 
boundary  line  was  established  as  the  proper  boundary  of  the  reservation  by  the  act  of  April  11,  1818. 
The  lands  Ij'ing  between  these  two  lines  and  the  old  Indian  boundary  amount  to  .51,916  acres,  the  whole 
of  wdiich  has  been  surveyed,  and  nearly  all  of  it  sold  by  the  United  States  at  different  periods  from  the 
year  1804  to  the  year  1819;  the  first  public  sale  of  this  land  took  place  in  the  ^-ear  1804. 

In  the  year  1804  an  act  passed  declaring  that  Ludlow's  line  should  lie  considered  as  the  boundary 
line  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  provided  that  State  within  two  years  jiassed  an  act  to 
recognize  such  line  as  the  boundary  of  the  n.'S<M-vation.  The  second  section  of  this  act  limits  the  right 
of  entering  Virginia  military  warrants  to  a  jieriod  not  exceeding  three  years  from  the  date  of  that  act. 
The  principle  of  limitation  established  by  this  act  is  recognized  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  a  correct  one.  An  act  passed  ilarch  2,  ISOT,  extending  the  pieriod  for  locating  and  survej'ing'  Virginia 
military  warrants,  with  a  provision  "that  no  locations,  as  afjresaid,  within  the  above-mentioned  tract 
shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  made  on  tracts  of  laud  for  which  patents  have  been  previously 
issued,  or  which  had  been  previously  surveyed."  Subseipient  acts,  containing  the  same  proviso,  have 
extended  the  period  for  making  locations  up  to  this  time.  Suljsequent  to  the  passage  of  this  act  of  March 
2,  1807,  and  ]u-evious  to  the  jiassage  of  that  of  June  20,  1812,  nearly  all  the  lands  lying  between  Ludlow's 
and  Pioborts'  lines  were  covered  by  entries  made  under  Virginia  military  warrants;  all  these  entries  were, 
however,  afterwards  withdrawn,  with  the  exception  of  those  covering  the  lands  valued  by  the  commis- 
sioners, and  included  in  their  report  referred  to. 

It  has  been  declared  by  tlie  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  above  referred  to,  that  the  proviso  to  the 
act  of  1807  does  not  comprehend  the  lands  surveyed  by  the  surveyor  general  and  patented  by  tlie  United 
States.  It  was,  however,  believed,  previous  to  that  decision,  that  whatever  might  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  author  of  that  proviso  the  terms  used  could  not  be  satisfied  unless  they  did  com]ireliend  the  lands 
surveyed  and  patented  by  the  United  States.  The  whole  ciiurse  of  decisions  under  the  Virginia  land  laws 
go  to  show  that  a  location  made  on  lands  previously  regularly  patented,  where  the  warrant  under  which 
the  location  is  made  and  the  patent  emanate  from  tlie  same  authority,  is  void;  if  the  patent  has  been 
fraudulently  obtained  it  is  of  no  eflect.  Without  the  proviso,  therefore,  is  made  to  extend  to  the  lands 
survej-ed  by  the  United  States,  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  patented  lands  would  seem  to  be  inoperative. 
When  the  act  of  1804  was  passed,  it  is  manifest  that  it  had  not  been  accurately  ascertained  whether  the 
line  of  the  public  survej's  run  by  Ludlow  was  east  or  west  of  a  true  line  run  from  the  head  of  the  Miami 
to  the  head  of  the  Scioto.  It  was  believed  to  approximate  so  near  to  such  a  line,  however,  that  Congress 
was  willing  to  establish  it  as  the  boundary  line.  It  is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose  that,  in  1807, 
when  they  had  acquired  the  right,  that  they  would  have  protected  their  own  surveys.  And  when,  in  the 
proviso  to  the  act  of  1807,  words  were  used  which  in  their  strict  and  technical  meaning  were  not  appli- 
cable to  any  other  general  description  of  lands  but  the  pulilic  lands  patented  by  the  United  States,  the 
executive  officers  were  justified  in  believing  that  they  had  protected  these  lands  by  that  proviso,  and 
particularly  so  when  it  was  known  that  previous  to  the  passage  of  that  act  no  entry  on  Virginia  military 
warrants  had  been  made  west  of  Ludlow's  line.     This  inference,  too,  would  seem  to  be  sanctioned  by 
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the  act  of  April  11,  1818;  this  act  is  not  referred  to  in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court;  it  is  retro- 
spective in  its  provisions,  and  declares  "that  no  patent  shall  be  granted  on  any  location  and  survey  that 
has  or  may  be  made  west  of  the  aforesaid  respective  lines."  Notwithstanding  the  repetition  in  this  and 
subsequent  acts  of  the  proviso  contained  in  the  act  of  180Y,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  such  an  act 
could  have  been  passed  but  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  no  locations  of  Virginia  military  warrants 
had  been  made  west  of  Ludlow's  line  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  180T,  and  from  an  impression 
that  the  proviso  to  that  act  comprehended  the  lands  surveyed  and  patented  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States.  Under  any  other  view  of  the  subject  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1818  are  manifest  viola- 
tions of  private  rights.  If,  however,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  the  proviso  to  the  act  of 
1807  docs  not  comprehend  the  lands  survej'cd  under  the  authority  of  the  surveyor  general,  is  correct, 
then  are  all  the  locations  made  on  Virginia  military  warrants  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines 
previous  to  June  26,  1812,  and  which  have  not  been  withdrawn,  valid,  and  the  claimants  have  an  equitable 
title  to  the  lands  covered  bj'  such  locations,  whether  they  have  or  have  not  been  surveyed  and  patented. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  includes  all  the  lands  tlius  claimed,  and  the  documents  communicated 
show  that  of  these  lands  one  tract  was  patented  previous  to  the  establishment  of  this  office,  and  four 
others  immediately  after  the  establishment  of  it.  There  is,  however,  good  reason  to  believe  that  they 
were  patented  without  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  lands  lay  west  of  Ludlow's  line.  The  residue  of 
the  lands  appear  all  to  have  been  surveyed  previous  to  June  26,  1812,  with  the  exception  of  one  location,  in 
the  name  of  Samuel  Johnston  and  John  Moore,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  made  November  12,  1812. 

The  paper  marked  F  contains  the  correspondence  with  the  claimants,  and  shows  the  terms  on  which 
they  propose  to  relinquish  their  claims  to  the  lands  valued  by  the  commissioners. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

The  Fresidext  of  the  United  States. 


General  Land  Office,  June  19,  1824. 

Gentlemen:  In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  May  26,  1824,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  appointed  you  to  appraise  and  ascertain  the  value  of  the  lands, 
exclusive  of  any  improvements  thereon,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
which  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  and  which  are  claimed  by  persons  under  Virginia  military 
land  warrants.  It  is  expected  that  you  will  go  upon  each  tract  claimed  under  the  Virginia  military 
warrants,  carefully  examine  it,  and  ascertain  its  present  cash  value  if  it  were  not  improved. 

From  the  enclosed  statement  it  appears  that  there  are  14,015  acres  of  land  between  Roberts'  and 
Ludlow's  lines  which  are  claimed  under  Virginia  military  warrants;  that,  of  the  land  thus  claimed,  11,346.37 
acres  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States  at  $2  per  acre;  2,122.76  at  $4;  and  that  605.87  remain  unsold. 

The  accompanying  plats  exhibit  the  interferences  of  the  military  surveys  with  those  made  by  the  United 
States,  and  will  enable  you  readily  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  land,  as  they  are  believed  to  be  very 
accurately  laid  down,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  surveys  in  the  name  of  Bowman,  and  these  are 
believed  to  be  nearly  if  not  entirely  correct. 

I  have  to  request,  however,  that  you  will  ascertain  precisely  the  southwest  corner  of  the  survey  No. 
6928,  in  the  name  of  A.  Bowman;  and  if  it  should  fall  within  section  thirty-six,  township  five,  range 
thirteen,  you  will  then  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land  in  Bowman's  survey  which  may  be  within  that 
section.  You  will  also  ascertain  the  distance  from  the  southeast  corner  of  section  thirty-six,  township 
five,  range  thirteen,  to  the  intersection  of  the  north  boundary  line  of  survey  No.  6923,  with  the  east  line 
of  sections  thirty-five  or  thirty-six,  in  township  five,  range  thirteen,  as  the  point  of  intersection  may  be 
north  or  south  of  that  corner.  As  General  McArthur  is  interested  in  the  military  surveys,  and  made  most 
of  them  himself,  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  advise  him  of  the  time  and  place  of  your  meeting,  as  he 
will  be  able  to  give  you  such  information  in  relation  to  the  corners  and  lines  of  the  military  surveys  as 
will  greatly  facilitate  the  duties  required  of  you. 

Your  compensation  will  be  three  dollars  a  day  for  every  day  each  of  you  may  be  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  required,  exclusive  of  any  expenses  that  may  be  necessarily  incurred  for 
surveyors,  chain-carriers,  or  guides.  Congress  having,  however,  made  no  appropriation  for  this  object, 
you  will  forward  your  account  to  this  ofiice,  and  the  amount  will  be  paid  as  soon  as  an  appropriation  can 
be  obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Jonah  Baldwin,  David  Huston,  and  William  Waed,  Comviissioners. 


Survey. 

Quantity  in  each 
survey. 

Quantity  sold  at  $4. 

Quantity  sold at$2. 

Quantity  remaining 
unsold. 

Amount. 

No. 6928 

700 

600 

2,943 

6,220 

1,300 
1,240 
2351 
255 
312  \ 
270  J 

m^cres. 
6U2.89 

^cres. 

Jlcrcs, 

$2,411  56 
1  394  "o 

6929 

697.11 

6923and6K6 

920.79 

3,683  16 
15  516  42 

6022 

7,758.21 

6927 

599.08 

484.00 

6919 

1,940.92 
950.13 

6912  

6913 

6914 

1,900  26 

6.915 

121,87 

14,075 

2,122.76 

11,346.37 

605.87 

11,3-16.37 

605.87 

31,045  94 

14,075.00 
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<ii;\i:RAi.  liANii  OiiicK,  Aiii/ii.'/  :!I,  isi'l. 

Gentlkmex:  I  enclose  a  eopy  of  an  entry,  \i>.  "tUlt,  in  the  name  <>{'  Sauiui'l  .Inlmsun  and  .l..lin  Mm. it', 
for  two  laimh-ed  ami  fifty  acres  "of  land,  wli'ich  lies  between  tlie  lines  ui'  LudldW  and  Knl.eils,  and  wlii(di 
has  not  been  withdrawn.  I  have,  therefore,  to  recinest  that  yon  will  ascertain  llir  vahic'  (if  llic  lands 
covered  by  this  entry,  in  imrsnance  of  the  instrnctions  which  yon  have  received  for  carryiiif^-  into  elleet 
the  act  of  iMay  2t),  1824.  Yon  have  laid  down  on  the  plats  forwarded  the  snrvey  No.  (WiU,  which  this 
entry  adjoins,  "and 'l  presume  that  Oeneral  McArthur  can  furnish  you  with  such  a  coimcelcd  plat  of  snrvey 
No.  "0501,  and  the  other  entries  which  it  depends  upon,  as  will  enable  you  to  ascertain  its  position  and 
interference  with  the  lands  surveyed  by  the  United  States.  As  no  snrvi^y  has  been  made  in  this  ease,  I 
wish  you  to  make  a  separate  rejiort  in  relation  to  it. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 


JoNAU  l?.\i.D\viN,-,  David  IIi'stox,  and  AVm.  Wakh,  Esipiires,  Olit 


GEORGE  (iUAllAM. 


October  20,  1824. 

We,  the  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  May  20,  1824,  to  ai)praise  and'  ascertain  the  value  of  the  lands,  exclusive  of  the  improvements 
thereon,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Koberts'  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  have  been  sold  by  the 
United  States,  and  which  arc  claimed  by  persons  under  Virginia  military  warrants,  have  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  us  by  said  act  and  your  instructions  bearing  date  June  18,  1824,  and  they  now  submit 
for  the  consideration  of  the  President  the  following  report: 

We,  the  undersigned,  met  on  the  business  of  our  appointment  in  the  town  of  Springfield,  Clark 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  2"4tli  of  August  last  past,  and  thence  proceeded  to  make  an  actual  examination  of  the 
land  above  referred  to — that  is  to  say:  The  land  contained  in  survey  No.  0912,  entered  in  the  name  of 
Duncan  McArtluir,  we  estimated  at  $4  50  per  acre.  The  land  contained  in  survey  No.  0913,  entered  in 
the  name  of  John  and  Matthew  Hobson,  we  estimated  at  $2  25  per  acre.  In  survey  No.  6914,  entered  in 
the  name  of  John  and  ^latthew  Hobson,  we  estimated  at  84  per  acre.  In  survey  No.  0915,  entered  in  the 
name  of  John  and  Matthew  Hobson,  we  estimated  at  $2  50  per  acre.  In  survey  No.  0919,  entered  in  the 
name  of  Duncan  McArthur,  we  estimated  at  §4  50  per  acre.  In  survey  No.  6927,  entered  in  the  name  of 
Abraham  Bowman,  we  estimated  at  $5  per  acre.  In  survey  No.  0922,  entered  in.  the  name  of  John  and 
Matthew  Hobson,  we  estimated  at  'SO  per  acre.  In  survey-  Nos.  0923  and  6920,  entered  in  the  name  of 
John  and  Matthew  Hobson,  we  estimated  at  $2  per  acre.  In  survey  No.  0928,  entered  in  the  name  of 
Abraham  Bowman,  we  estimated  at  $2  25  per  acre.  In  survey  No.  6929,  entered  in  the  name  of  Abraham 
Bowman,  we  estimated  at  §3  50  per  acre. 

And  also,  upon  examination  and  actual  survey,  we  find  that  survey  No.  0928  does  not  interfere  with 
section  thirty-six,  township  five,  and  range  thirteen;  and  we  further  ascertained  that  the  southeast  corner 
of  section  thirty-six,  tov^-nship  five,  range  thirteen,  lies  thirty  poles  nortli  of  the  north  boundarv  <if  survey 
No.  0923. 

We  further  state  that  Aaron  L.  Hunt,  whose  account  is  herewith  enclose<l,  was  by  us  employed  to 
perform  the  necessary  surveying  required  in  examining  the  aforesaid  lands;  which  is  res)iectfully  sulmiitted. 

JONAH  BALDWIN", 
DAVID  IIUSTOX, 
AVILLIA.M  WARD, 

Commissioners. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  General  Land  Office,  bearing  date  August  31,  1824,  we  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

That  upon  actual  view  and  examination  of  the  lands  covered  liy  entry  No.  1019,  mentit)ned  in  said 
instructions,  we  estimate  the  value  of  the  same  at  $3  per  acre;  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

JONAH  B'ALDWIN, 
DAVID  HUSTON, 
WILLIAM  WARD, 

Commissioners. 
George  Grailim,  Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office  of  the  L'nited  States. 
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J.  8t  Ma'w  Ilobson 

do 

lio 

Unncan  !Mi?Artlinr. 
Abrnlinin  Oownian 
J.  &  M.i'w  nobson 


.-\blnhani  HowmaTi 
ilo 


S.  Jolinson  St  John 
Moore. 


I'o  whom  patented. 


U   Me.\ilhiir. 


D.  Me.Vrthnr... 
D.  McVrthur... 


I).  McArlhilr. 
I).  MeArlhnr. 


1812. 
Apr.  20 


Oct.  12 
Oct.  16 


Doe.  4 
Dec.  4 


.54  50 

2  25 

4  00 

2  50 

4  50 

5  00 

6  00 


2  25 

3  50 


SI, 057  50 

573  75 

1,2!8  00 

675  00 

5,580  DO 

6,500  00 

37,320  00 

5,886  00 

1,575  00 
2,100  00 


62,515  25 
750  00 


57.75 
546.72 
330.91 


262.91 
348. .39 


228,71 
228.00 
312.00 
174.00 

1,182.25 
753.28 

5,788.98 

2,258.40 

437.09 
251.61 


1,862.68  !     11,614.32 


Jlcres. 
6,29 
27  00 


96.00 


S457 

484 

649 

354 

2,181 

.1,857 

12,661 


1,530 
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3,693  44 
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5,780  80 

1,925  82 

1,896  78 


30,679  36 


$28  30i 
60  75 


1,666  911 


E. 

[This  paper  consists  of  the  opinion  of  tlie  Snprenie  Court  of  the  United 
clridg-e's  Le.sscc  r.s.  Thompson  &  Wright,  which  is  inserted  in  Doc.  No.  410,  yoL 


States  in  tlie  case  of  Dod- 
3,  page  722.] 


P. 

General  Land  Office,  Becember  3,  1824. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  copj'  of  the  report  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  the  List  session  of  Congress  to  value  those  lands  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Eoberts'  lines,  which 
were  claimed  under  titles  derived  from  Virginia  military  warrants,  and  which  had  been  sold  by  the 
United  States. 

I  also  enclosed  a  statement  showing  the  valuation  of  the  lands  contained  in  each  militaiy  survey,  as 
reported  l>y  the  comii-iissioiiers,  and  the  pn'ices  at  which  these  lauds,  respectively,  have  been  sold,  so  far 
as  the  quantities  could  be  calculated  from  the  plats  in  this  office.  From  tliis  statement  it  will  appear  that, 
of  tlie  14,075  acres  of  land,  valueil  by  the  commissioners  to  be  worth  $62,515  85  at  present,  1,864.68  acres 
sold  at  $4  per  acre,  11,614.32  sold  at  $2  per  acre,  and  598  acres  remain  unsold.  The  unsold  lands  have 
been  valued  by  the  commissioners  to  be  worth  $1,666  91,  and  the  purchase  money  of  the  lands  sold  amounts 
to  $30,679  36,  of  which  sum  it  is  estimated  that  $28,676  have  been  paid.  These  lauds  were  sold  in  small 
quantities  at  dilferent  periods  from  the  year  1804  to  1817,  and  no  satisfactory  calculation  can  be  made  of 
tlie  interest  which  would  accrue  on  the  different  payments  without  an  accurate  resurvey  showing  the 
precise  interference  of  the  public  surveys  with  each  of  the  military  surveys. 

From  a  general  view  of  the  subject,  I  should  presume  that  the  gross  amount  of  interest  which  would 
be  demandable  Ijy  the  individual  purchasers  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  their  lands  might  be  estimated  to 
be  equal  to  twelve  years'  interest  on  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money.  Assuming  this  data,  the  follow- 
ing results  will  bo  exhibited: 

Amount  of  purcha.se  money $30,679  36 

Twelve  years'  interest  on  "that  amount 22,089  14 

598  acres  unsold,  valued  at 1,666  91 

Total 54,435  41 

14,075  acres,  valued  liy  the  commissioners  at 62,515  25 

Difference 8,079  84 


To  enable  the  President  to  make  to  Congress  the  report  required  by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  I  have 
to_ request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  inform  me  what  p(irtion  (.)f  the  lands  valued  by  the  com- 
missioners you  claim,  and  upon  wliat  terms  you  will  relinquish  to  the  United  States  such  claim. 
■I  am,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Hon.  Duncan  McArthur,  House  of  Bepresentaiives. 

P-  S. — Mr.  Doddridge  has  proposed  to  relinquish  his  claim  for  the  original   purchase  money,  with 
interest. 
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^V^:l.l,sll^l;l.■,  llraiihi'  CiHirl-l/mi.^r,  I'lri/iiiiii.  Xnrciiilirr  1."),  Is-Jt. 
IIkai;  Sii::  Alllii>iii;-|i  tlic  |irl-soiis  ;i)iiH.iiili'il  hy  llic  I'lcsiilciil  1..  iviHirl  lln'  \  :ihir  nl'  ihr  lamls  rrr.  ixciimI 
liV  IHC  in  the  suit  nf  l)iKklriiliJ,-c's  Lesser  rx.  'riii)in|isnii  iV  WriL;lil.  mid  dlliei'  hiiuls  siiiiihuly  siluuleil,  lia\c, 
us  1  suppose,  len,^,- since  discli;n-g-ed  tli;i(  duly,  I  iiiii  ii;-iini;int  how  liiey  hiive  repoile(h  'I'he  I'resideiit  is 
;ilso  direeled  to  report  on  \vhat  lernis  we  will  release  oin-  idainis.  I  am  oidy  inleivsleil  in  the  71)0  acres 
1  recovered,  which  1  am  led  to  lieliexc  contains  a  considei-ahle  surplus  (piinilily  oC  a.ivs,  'l'li<-  .iflii-cis  of 
the  United  States  enteied  on  these  lands  many  yeai-s  since,  and  sni\c\ed  and  s..ld  them  a,  [udilic  hands. 
I  believe  nunc  was  all  sold,  part  at  I'our  dollars  and  pail  al  Iwo  d,,llais  per  aiac.  I  kia.w  iiol  (he 
respective  cpnintities  .sohl  at  the  ahove  prices,  lam  not  di'sirous  to  laki'  iHuidil  hy  I  he  lain  ,|- of  olhrrs, 
and  propose  to  rclini[uisli  my  claim  upon  reeeiviiiL;-  lioni  the  ^■u\-ei  nnient  what  the  pnrehaseis  p.iid  to  it, 
with  interest  from  the  pavnient  to  the  -■overnuKail  until  i  am  paid.  'I'liis  will  place  the  purchasers  in 
•■  ■       '  ■■  ...--..: r..:    ■■    •       o.:.  i  ..  .: i  |'  its  ollicCrs 


least  threefold  what  it  now  is. 

If  it  bo  nut  improper,  or   too  much  tronlde,  would   yon  iid'orni  mo  what  my  land  has   be(ai  valued  at? 
Be  good  cnoug-h  to  lay  this  before  the  i'resident. 


Tho  CosniissioxEK  of  the  General  Land  Ojjive. 


V.  i)(.)i>i)un.)(.;E. 


AVasiiinotox  Crrv,  Deeemher  (J,  182-1. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tho  receipt  of  your  favor  of  tho  od  instant,  with  the  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  jnirsuance  of  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Cong-ress  to  value 
tho  lands  lying  between  the  linos  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  claimed  b_y  virtue  of  locations  made  upon 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  sold  by  the  United  States,  and  your  statement  showing  the  valuation 
of  each  military  survey  as  reported  liy  tho  said  commissioners. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  asks  information  as  to  the  portion  of  these  lands  which  I 
claim,  and  upon  what  terms  I  will  relinquish  them  to  the  United  States,  I  can  state  that  1  claim  the  whole 
of  tho  lands  onibracod  iu  tho  first  report  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  with  tho  exception  of  survey 
No.  tJ927,  of  "00  acres,  sold  and  convoyed  by  me  to  I'liiliji  Doddridge,  which  is  13,375  acres,  valued  at 
$60,940  -25.     ily  title  papers  will  be  exhibited  at  the  (Jeneral  Land  Oftice  whonovcr  reciuired. 

I  am  willing  to  transfer  or  rolimiuish  those  lands  to  the  United  States  for  the  anuunit  at  which  they 
wore  valued  by  the  connnissioners. 

DUXOAN  McAirniUR. 

George  Graham,  Esq. 


Wasiiixoton  City,  December  8,  1824. 

•  Sir:  With  regard  to  my  military  land  claim  between  tho  linos  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  I  am,  upon 
reflection,  induced  to  add  other  propositions  to  that  contained  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  lf>th  instant,  to 
wit:  for  all  those  claims,  except  surveys  No.  (3922,  of  0,220  acres,  I  am  Avilling  to  take  land  warrants  for 
an  equal  quantity  of  land,  to  be  located  upon  any  lands  of  the  United  States.  And  for  the  said  survey, 
No.  6922,  I  propose  either  to  accept  tlic  amount  of  money  at  which  it  was  valued  by  the  commissioners, 
or  to  keep  it  and  prosecute  my  claim  for  the  recovery  thereof  against  the  tenants  in  possession. 

Thus  my  propositions  now  stand:  1st,  to  accoi)t  from  the  government  for  the  wdiolo  of  my  land  claims 
between  the  said  linos  the  amount  at  which  they  were  valued  by  tho  commissioners;  2d,  to  receive  from 
the  government  7,155  acres  of  land  warrants  in  exchange  for  surveys  numbered  6912,  6913,  6914,  6915, 
6919,  6927,  6923,  6926,  and  6929,  which  together  contain  the  quantity  of  7,155  acres;  and  for  survey  No. 
6922,  of  6,220  acres,  the  value  in  money  assessed  b_y  the  commissioners;  or  3d,  to  retain  the  last  men- 
tioned survoj'.  No.  6922,  of  6,220  acres,  and  to  receive  7,155  acres  of  land  warrants  in  exchange  for  the 
other  surveys,  which  in  all  contain  tho  like  quantity  of  acres. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  the  first  proposition  with  a  view  to  the  linai  settlement  of  my  land  claims 
between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts  without  further  litigation,  although  I  would  prefer  liolding  those 
lands,  were  they  clear  of  incumbrance,  to  receiving  the  amount  at  which  they  have  boon  valued. 

In  the  second  place,  I  have  proposed  to  receive  land  warrants  in  exchange  for  a  ]:iart  of  these  lands, 
preferring  lands  to  money,  so  far  as  I  have  not  immediate  demand  for  money. 

Although  it  would  to  me  be  most  painful  to  bo  compelled  to  prosecute  my  claims  at  law  against  those 
who  hold  those  lands  under  purchases  from  the  United  States,  from  the  advice  of  tho  most  able  counsel  I 
feel  confident  that  it  may  be  done  with  success,  as  much  so  whore  patents  have  been  refused  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  as  if  they  had  boon  granted. 

Should  those  wdio  have  tho  management  of  the  biusiness  on  the  part  of  the  [nitod  States  prefer  it,  I 
am  ready  to  go  into  a  legal  investigation  of  tho  unpatented  claims  and  to  abide  the  linal  decision  of  the 
court. 

I  am,  &c.,  DUNC.VN  McAKTIIUR. 

lion.  G.  Graham,  Commissioner  of  llnJ  General  Land  Offiee. 


To  the  honiirahle  /lie  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenlatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congri'ss  assembled: 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  they  art'  holders  of  Virginia,  military  continental  land 
warrants;  that  the  good  land  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  com- 
pletely exhausted;  that  the  agents  of  the  United  States  did  survey  and  mark  tho  western  boundary  line 
of  the  said  tract  of  country  from  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Little  Miami  nortli  20°  w'ost  towards  that  of  the 
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Scioto  river  in  tiucli  fi  manner  as  to  cut  off  from  the  Virginia  military  district  very  nearly  40,000  acres  of 
land  on  the  soutli  side  ol'  the  Greenville  treaty  line,  the  greater  part  of  which  may  be  termed  arable,  and 
of  tolerable  fertility;  that  the  land  so  cut  off  was  surveyed  by  the  United  States,  and  sold  by  them  to 
many  individuals  who  settled  and  improved  the  same;  that  your  memorialists  did  respect  the  said  lino  as 
the  western  boundary  of  the  said  Virginia  military  district,  and  made  no  entries  to  interfere  with  the 
lands  surveyed  or  sold  l;)y  the  government  west  of  'it.  And  they  respectfully  request  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  permit  them,  as  well  as  all  other  holder.s  of  .such  warrants,  to  locate  them  on  any  of  the 
unsold  lands  of  tiie  United  States  in  the  State  of  Ohio  to  an  amount  equal  in  quantity  as  well  as  quality 
to  the  land  so  cut  ofi"  from  the  Virginia  military  district  as  aforesaid. 

But,  as  General  Duncan  McArthur  claims  about  13,000  acres  of  land  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  the  value 
of  which  he  asks  from  the  government,  whicli,  if  paid,  may  be  deemed  a  sulHcient  compensation  for  the 
whole,  or  at  least  as  full  payment  for  the  quantity  claimed  by  him,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  make 
the  following  ob.servations  in  relation  to  this  claim,  and  to  endeavor  to  show  how  little  of  the  true  merits 
of  the  whole  matter  was  decided  in  the  suit  in  ejectment  of  "  Doddridge's  Leasee  us.  Tliompson  &  Wright" 
at  the  last  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  which  so  much  has  been  asked  and  so  much  expected: 

That  suit  was  determined  at  common  law  upon  certain  agreed  facts  made  and  submitted  to  the  court 
by  the  plaintilf,  Doddridge,  and  Mr.  Wright,  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  at  the  time.  An 
agreed  ca^c,  m  which  the  following  points,  among  others,  were  agreed  to:  1st,  that,  ''in  particular,"  i\\Q 
line  run  by  Kobt'rts  is  the  true  line  between  the  sources  of  the  aforesaid  two  rivers;  and  2d,  that  before 
the  entry  was  made,  under  whicii  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  claims,  "the  premises  in  question  were,  among 
other  lands,  surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  by  the  public  officers  of  the  United  States,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  hut  were  not  wM."  Upon  these  two  points,  and  the  legal 
meaning  of  the  different  acts  of  Congress  regulating  the  manner  of  making  military  entries  and  surveys, 
the  judgment  of  the  court  was  principallj-  founded.  But,  although  the  judgment  of  the  court  be  conclusive 
as  to  these  agreed  facts,  admitting  them,  for  the  present,  to  be  actually  true,  which  the  first  is  not,  as  a  rule 
of  law  by  which  all  the  otiicr  claims  of  General  McArthur  arc  to  be  determined,  is  entirely  groundless. 

General  McArthur  made  all  his  entries  on  November  19,  1810.  Before  that  day  4,766  acres  of  the 
land  covered  by  his  entries  stood  on  the  register's  books  as  land  sold,  no  part  of  which  was  afterwards 
forfeited  by  the  purchasers.  Besides  this,  a  pretty  large  quantity  stood  then  on  the  said  books  as  land  sold, 
which  was  afterwards  forfeited,  but  how  much  it  amounted  to  cannot  be  very  easily  ascertained;  for  at 
the  time  of  forfeiture  the  names  of  the  forfeit  purchasers  wore  erased  from  the  plats  in  the  office,  and  the 
very  great  number  of  purchasers'  names  on  the  register's  books  renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  private 
individuals  to  obtain  this  information.  In  addition,  we  might  mention  a  tract  of  168  acres  of  this  land 
which  was  given  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Ohio  for  the  support  of  schools.  Of  the  land  thus 
sold,  some  of  it  was  patented  before  and  some  of  it  after  the  date  of  General  McArthur's  entries.  And 
your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  here  that  the  best,  not  the  worst,  land  is  uniformly  the  first  that  is  sold 
where  there  is  but  one  price  and  a  free  choice.  So  far,  then,  as  these  facts  go,  a  very  different  case  is 
presented  to  your  consideration  from  the  one  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  agreed  case  of 
Doddridge  vs.  Thompson  &  Wright. 

The  right  to  make  locations  by  virtue  of  Virginia  military  continental  land  warrants  on  the  lands 
between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers  is  clearly  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  national  legislature, 
as  settled  by  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  aforesaid  cause.  But  the  government  acted  in  the 
exercise  of  this  right  with  great  moderation  and  fairness;  for,  before  Ludlow's  line  was  run  and  marked, 
the  then  surveyor  general,  by  virtue  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requested 
information  from  General  j\[cArthur  and  Mr.  Lucas  Sullivant,  the  two  military  surveyors  who  had  the 
best  knowledge  of  the  northerly  part  of  the  Virginia  military  district,  to  enable  him  to  have  a  true  lirlc 
run  and  marked  between  the  sources  of  these  two  rivers,  that  of  the  Scioto  being  in  the  country  of  the 
Indiaji  tribes.  Upon  their  information  the  line  was  run  by  Israel  Ludlow  from  the  source  of  the  eastern- 
most fork  of  the  Little  Miami  river  north  20°  west  to  the  Greenville  treaty  line  and  there  ended,  as  it  was 
not  thought  to  be  good  policy  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  Indian  tribes  by  extending  it  through  their 
country  to  the  Scioto  river.  It  must,  however,  be  confessed  that  Mr.  Ludlow,  in  obeying  his  instructions, 
nianifested  a  disposition  to  curtail  the  military  lands  by  selecting  the  right  hand  fork  of  the  Little  Miami 
river  as  the  main  stream  instead  of  the  left  hand  fork,  which  is  both  the  largest  and  the  longest  of  the 
two,  by  whicli  means  about  30,000  acres  of  land  were  cut  off  from  the  Virginia  district  lying  between 
these  two  forks. 

Prom  these  premises  it  may  be  naturally  and  fairly  inferred  that,  so  far  as  sales  were  made  by  the 
agents  of  the  government  before  November  10,  1810,  the  day  of  the  date  of  General  McArthur's 
entries,  whether  forfeited  afterwards  or  not,  were  as  completely  prohibitory  of  the  right  to  make  military 
entries  as  an  act  of  Congress  prescribing  general  boundaries  for  tiie  location  of  Virgiida  military  warrants; 
the  first  being  a  special  act,  which  restrains  the  right  as  to  any  particular  spot,  the  other  such  a  general 
rule  as  limits  it  to  a  more  extensive  tract  of  country.  Now,  as  4,7,')6  acres,  which  were  never  afterwards 
forfeited,  besides  a  pretty  large  quantity  which  was  afterwards  forfeited,  stood  on  the  register's  books  on, 
before,  and  after  the  said  November  19,  1810,  as  land  sold,  as  well  as  168  acres  appropriated  for  schools, 
the  entries  made  by  General  McArthur,  if  this  doctrine  be  sound  in  law,  so  f\ir  at  least  as  they  cover  such 
lands,  were  illegal  and  void  at  tiie  time  they  were  made;  and,  being  illegal  and  void  then,  they  could  not 
become  good  and  valid  afterwards  by  any  accidental  circumstances,  for  it  is  a  maxim  of  law  that  whatever 
is  not  legal  at  its  origin  can  never,  of  itself,  become  so  afterwards. 

For  the  land  sold  by  the  United  States  before  the  date  of  General  McArthur's  entries,  patents  were 
granted  by  the  President  to  the  respective  purchasers,  some  of  them  dated  before  and  some  of  them  after 
the  date  of  his  entries;  and  it  is  believed  that  all  the  grants  so  issued  are  older  than  those  to  General 
McArthur  on  his  military  claims.  He  cannot  therefore  recover,  in  one  of  these  cases,  in  a  court  of  law; 
and  that  the  title  to  land  which  was  patented  before  the  date  of  his  entries  cannot  be  disturbed  by  his 
claims  is  incontrovertible,  as  was  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of 
Anderson  I's.  Iluffnagle  and  others.  Now,  if  the  "grant  of  the  President  be  conclusive  in  these  cases,  does 
it  not  follow  that  the  act  of  the  President,  by  the  register,  as  the  agent  of  the  government,  in  selling  any 
part  of  this  land  to  an  individual  before  tlie  date  of  General  McArthur'.s  entries,  is  equally  conclusive  ? 
It  appears  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  These  points  were  not,  however,  touched  in  the'case  of  Dodd- 
ridge us.  Thompson  &  Wright,  and  for  an  obvious  reason— they  did  not  belong  to  it. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  different  acts  of  Congress  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands  to  make  payment,  so  far  as  these  lands  are  embraced,  arc  such  recognitions  and  confirmations  of 
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the  acts  of  the  regi.ster  of  the  Cincinnati  land  ullice  in  scllin--  llu'in  as  wnuiil  Ik- i.inal  If.  an  actual  |ir..lii- 
bitioii  to  locate  military  warrants  there. 

Besides  all  this,  tlio  g-ovorninent  ougdit  nut  In  be  disturlieil  in  the  sale  ut  tln^  |iiihlir  lands  l.y  llic 
intrusion  of  individuals;  nov  can  it  be  presumed  that,  liy  the  acts  nl'  ('.mn'rcss  of  ls(l7  ami  ls|((,  L;iaiil  iuj,^ 
further  time;  for  making  entries  and  retin'uing"  surveys  cm  N'iininia  inililaiy  warrants,  Ihi'  guvci  nimait 
really  intended  tiiat  the  holders  of  such  warrants  slundd  have  the  riglit  In  ap|)rii|in,ile  lainl  which  was 
surveyed,  sold,  or  offered  for  sale  by  its  agents,  and  therehy  overturn  tin'  validity  of  its  nwn  acts.  The 
iiresumntion  niust  be  the  \-erv  (ipiKisite  nf  this;  tbr  it  is  impossililc  tn  ln'licvc  that  ('Dngress  w.juIiI 
willingly  arm  an  eueniy  lor  its  own  injury.  'I'hc  intcnlinu  of  government  is,  therefore,  dcciiliilly  against 
the  claim  set  u[)  hy  General  Me.Vrthur.  Hut  why,  it  may  he  asked,  were  these  points  not  made  at  the 
trial  of  the  cause  of  Doddridti'e  r.v.  Thompson  iV  Wright?  This  action  was  dctcrmineil  al  common  law; 
and  as  these  are  equitahh'  considerations,  it  is  lielieved  that  they  could  oidy  he  luged  in  a  coiut  ofc(piity. 
And,  even  admitting  that  the  whole  of  the  agreed  facts  arc  line,  your  memorialists  lirmly  believe  that  the 
whole  claim  set  up  by  General  >b'.\.rthur,  inchuling  even  the  land  wdiicli  stood  at  the  dates  of  his  entries 
on  the  register's  books  as  unsold,  t'airlyaiul  fully  examined  l>y  a  court  (if  eiputy,  would  he  adjudged  to  he 
invalid,  as  e-ontrary  to  the  obvious  intention  of  (jongress. 

Your  memorialists  beg  furtlier  to  draw  the  attention  <if  the  national  legislature  to  the  conse(|ucnci>s 
arising  from  the  payment  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money  to  an  individual  not  only  on  claims  that  are 
entirely  groundless,  but  even  on  doubtful  ones.  How  greatly,  as  a  ]irecedeut,  the  heedless  grant  of  money 
tends  to  degrade  the  government,  increase  its  expense,  and  sink  the  national  character  !  It  is  certainly, 
too,  very  doubtful,  even  in  a  case  certain,  whether  the  United  States,  being  more  able,  ought  to  pay  more 
than  an  individual  under  similar  circumstances,  even  on  agreed  ca^es.  After  the  fullest  investigation,  the 
unsuccessful  litigant  in  such  a  case  could  only  be  required  to  refund  the  purchase  money  witli  interest; 
and  the  tenant  in  possession  would  recover  from  the  successful  litigant  the  value  of  his  improvements. 
And  it  does  appear  to  us,  and  we  respectfully  state  it,  that  if  the  United  States  are  inclined  to  be  chival- 
rousl,y  generous,  the  payment  of  money  had  much  better  be  made  to  the  purchasers  from  the  government 
than  to  the  intruder;  for  the  valuation  of  these  lands,  as  estimated  by  the  United  States  commissioners, 
and  the  value  of  their  improvements  from  the  successfid  litigant,  would  be  a  most  acceptable  considera- 
tion to  nine-tenths  of  the  occupants  of  the  land — the  best  sale  they  could  make  in  these  hard  times;  there- 
fore think  of  them  we  pray  you.  Another  consideration  for  thinking  of  them  is,  that  all  the  money  paid 
to  them  would  be  reinvested  in  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  new  and  uncultivated  portions  of  the 
public  lands.  A  contrary  mode  of  paj'ment  will  operate  as  a  bounty  to  intrusion — encourage  and  justify 
every  attempt  to  extract  money  from  the  public  coffers. 

But  that  part  of  the  agreed  case  which  is  entitled  tti  j'our  first  as  well  as  j'our  last  consideration  is 
that  part  of  it  whore  it  is  agreed  that,  "in  particular,"  the  line  run  by  Charles  Koberts  is  the  true  line 
between  the  sources  of  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  giving  away  causes 
by  agreement,  however  innocently  it  may  be  done;  an  instance  of  which  your  memorialists  could  easily 
refer  to  in  Wheaton's  reports.  The  aforesaid  agreed  case  is  another;  for  that  lioberts'  lino  is  a  true  line 
between  the  sources  of  these  two  rivers  is  utterly  without  fViundation.  This  assertion  is  founded  on  the 
following  facts,  to  wit: 

The  line  run  by  Israel  Ludlow  at  3|  miles  from  the  source  of  the  right  hand  fork  of  the  Little  Miami 
is  intersected  by  the  left  hand  fork  of  this  river  about  430  poles  west  froiu  its  source,  the  latter  fork  being 
the  largest  as  well  as  the  longest  of  the  two.  And  neither  of  them  having  obtained  the  name  of  the 
Little  Jliami,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other,  at  any  time  anterior  to  the  period  when  Ludlow's  line  was  run, 
it  must  follow,  agreeably  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  said  agreed  case,  that  the 
largest  as  well  as  the  longest  fork  must  be  considered  the  true  river.  This  fork,  therefore,  has  its  source 
among  the  military  surveys  about  430  poles  east  from  its  intersection  with  Ludlow's  line.  The  highest 
point  to  which  the  Scioto  can  be  traced  is  a  large  wet  prairie  or  swamp,  which  is  during  the  wet  season 
an  extensive  sheet  of  water,  discharging  itself  into  both  the  Scioto  and  the  great  Miami  rivers.  At  the 
heads  of  streams  in  fiat  countries  this  is  not  uncommon.  Where  the  Scioto  leaves  the  prairie  it  has  a  very 
small,  fiat  channel,  and  is,  excepting  in  the  spring  months,  entirely  dry.  The  place  upon  which  Charles 
Roberts  fixed  as  the  source  of  this  river  is  667  poles  south  75°  west  from  this  pi.iint,  at  a  small  pond  on 
the  edge  of  the  prairie;  between  whicli  two  points  there  is  neither  channel  nor  the  least  appearance  of 
current  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  time  when  Mr.  Roberts,  with  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  and  Virginia,  examined  this  flat  country  was  a  very  unfavorable  one  to  make  the  proper  examina- 
tions. It  was  in  the  fall  of  1812,  when  no  water  could  be  seen  there,  excepting  in  a  number  of  small 
ponds  in  the  prairie,  and  when  danger  was  apprehended  from  roaming  parties  of  hostile  Indians.  At  this 
time,  however,  the  Virginia  commissioners  insisted  upon  it  that  the  left  hand  fork  of  the  Little  Miami 
river  was  the  main  branch. 

By  running,  therefore,  a  true  line  from  the  source  of  the  largest  fork  of  the  Little  Miami  to  the  point 
of  the  wet  prairie  or  swamp  where  the  branch  of  the  Scioto  river  leaves  it,  it  would  pass  through  the 
military  surveys  till  it  reached  about  the  twentieth  mile  tree  on  Ludlow's  line  into  the  lands  sold  by  the 
United  States,  dividing  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  about  two-fifths  on  the  military  and  three-fifths  on 
the  United  States  sides  of  Ludlow's  line.  But  your  memorialists  respectfully  suggest  the  proprietj'  of 
having  competent  men,  not  residents  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  appointed  to  make  the  proper  examination  of 
the  country,  that  their  report  may  settle  the  controversy;  and  as  we  enjoy  profound  peace  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  the  proper  time  and  season  for  its  complete  examination  may  fie  devoted  to  it. 
And,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

'JOHN  WATTS,  Bedford,  Virqinia. 
WALTER  DUN,   Chilicothe,  Ohio. 
( "ADWALLADER  WALLACE. 
JOHN  A.  FULTON,  ChUkvthe,  Ohio. 
JOSEPH  KVAill,  Chilicothe,  Ohio. 
N.  BEASLEY,  Decatur,  Ohio. 
JAMES  GALLOWAY,  of  Xenia,  Ohio. 
LYNE  STARLING,  for  himself  and  the 

heirs  of  Lucas  Sultivant,  Columbus. 
WM.  KENDALL,  of  Scioto  county,  Ohio. 
ALLEN   LATHAM,  (/  Chilicothe,  Ohio. 
December  13,  1824. 
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Lower  Blve  Licks,  Kentucky,  August  2,  1824. 

Deab  Sir:  By  a  letter  just  received  from  home  I  understand  it  to  be  your. wish  to  know  how  General 
McArthur  ha.s  succeeded  we.st  of  Ludlow's  line.  Li  the  action  of  ejectment  against  Wright  and  Thompson, 
carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United  States,  he  has  recovered,  or  rather  obtained  a  judgment  for 
the  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  contest.  This  is  believed  to  be  all  the  land  patented  to  the  general, 
and  it  is  doubted  whether  he  could  recover  any  other  part  of  his  claim.  But  from  some  proceedings  that 
the  general  and  his  friends  have  got  up  in  Congress  it  seems  that  the  case  decided  is  taken  for  granted  as 
a  decision  in  his  favor  for  the  whole,  and  the  attempt  is  making  to  compromise  the  matter  by  a  sale  to 
the  United  States  of  all  his  claims.  Persons  have  been  appointed  to  examine  and  value  the  lands  and 
report  to  the  ne.xt  session  of  Congress,  when  it  is  presumed  the  whole  subject  will  be  brought  up. 

The  land-jobbing  fraternity  at  Chilicothe  have  very  much  oppressed  the  general  by  petitioning 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  of  land  equal  in  area  to  that  taken  oii'  the  Virginia  military  district  by 
Ludlow's  line,  and  for  i)resumiiig  to  doubt  the  validity  of  his  claims  in  question;  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  a  further  attempt  will  he  made  to  prevent  the  realizing  of  all  his  views. 

The  decision  in  question  was  upon  a  case  agreed.     It  is  believed  that  there  was  a  wrong  statement 
of  facts,  and  that  a  rehearing  of  the  case  might  be  had  on  a  writ  of  error  if  any  person  interested  in  the 
decision  thought  jn'oper  to  make  the  application. 
Your  friend,  &c.,  very  respectfully, 

CADWALLADEPt  WALLACE. 

Ben.  W.  Ladd,  Esq.,  Jeffhvon  '-■ouiUij,  Ohio. 


Richmond,  July  4,  1810. 

By  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  surveyor  general  had  a  line 
run  from  the  source  of  the  Little  Miami  north  20°  west  till  it  intersected  the  Indian  boundary  line;  which 
line,  it  was  intended,  was  to  be  the  western  boundary  of  the  surveys  of  the  Virginia  military  reserve  when 
the  same  was  continued  till  it  touched  the  Scioto  river.  Congress  (on  March  23,  1804,  in  pages  81  and 
88  of  vol.  1)  passed  a  law  declaring  that  that  line  should  be,  when  continued  to  the  Scioto  river,  the 
western  boundary  of  the  surveys  of  the  Virginia  military  reserve,  provided  that  the  State  of  Virginia, 
within  two  years  from  the  passing  of  the  law,  should  approve  of  it  as  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
said  survey.  The  State  of  Virginia  has  done  nothing  in  the  business  since  that  time,  as  far  as  I  am 
acquainted. 

From  the  actual  survey  another  surveyor  and  Inyself  have  found  that  the  source  of  the  Scioto  river 
lies  further  west  than  it  was  thought  to  lie  when  the  above  line  was  run;  and,  consequently,  that  a 
considerable  body  of  land  lies  west  of  that  line  that  ought  to  be  included  within  the  Virginia  reserve 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  cession.  Now,  sir,  I  request  your  opinion  on  the  following  question  ?  Will  entries 
and  surveys  now  made  by  virtue  of  Virginia  military  continental  land  warrants  on  the  land  lying  between 
the  line  now  run,  as  aforesaid,  and  a  true  line  run  from  the  source  of  the  Little  Miami  so  as  to  strike  the 
source  of  Scioto  river,  hold  the  land  which  such  entries  and  surveys  may  call  for  against  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  ?  Will  it  not  be  considered  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  from  the  above-mentioned 
facts,  that  the  United  States  had  no  right  to  any  land  included  within  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  rivers, 
and  a  straight  line  from  the  source  of  the  one  to  the  source  of  the  other;  and,  consequently,  that  entries 
and  surveys  made  within  those  boundaries  by  virtue  of  Virginia  military  continental  land  warrants  must 
hold  the  land  ? 

For  want  of  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  than  I  possess  of  the  course  of  location  in  Ohio,  and  the 
transactions  between  the  State  of  Vii-ginia  and  the  general  government  relative  to  the  subject  of  those 
lands,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  decided  opinion  upon  the  questions  propounded  by  the  foregoing  case. 
Considered  abstractedly,  however,  I  doubt  whether  the  location  would  be  good;  for  although  the  State  has 
never  formally  accepted  the  line  established  by  the  act  of  Congress  in  1804,  yet  that  line  having  been 
generally  conformed  to  ever  since,  and  the  legislature  of  Virginia  liaving  in  January,  1807,  instructed 
their  senators  to  olitain  longer  time  for  locations  without  dissenting  to  the  line,  I  am  much  inclined  to 
think  that  these  circumstances,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  general  complexion  of  the  act  of  Congress  in 
March,  1807,  will  be  considered  as  iixing  the  boundary  line,  and  therefore  that  locations  made  beyond  it 
will  be  void. 

DAN.  CALL. 


Washington,  December  29,  1824. 

Gentlemen:  My  object  in  addressing  this  hasty  note  to  you  is  to  correct,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  the 
misrepresentations  of  those  who  are  remonstrating  against  the  settlement  of  my  land  claims  between  the 
lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  "memorialists  did  respect  the  line  run  by  Ludlow  as  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Virginia  military  district,  and  made  no  entries  to  interfere  with  the  lands  sur- 
veyed or  sold  by  the  government  west  of  it."  On  the  contrary,  they  did  make  many  entries  west  of 
Ludlow's  line,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  copies  of  those  entries  in  the  General  Land  Office.  A 
reference  to  upwards  of  9,000  acres  of  those  entries  I  some  days  since  put  into  the  hand  of  a  member  of 
th(!  committee.  .\s  to  the  correct  western  boundary  of  the  Virginia  military  lands,  I  trust  that  more 
reliance  will  be  placed,  both  by  the  committee  and  by  Congress,  upon  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
upon  the  part  of  the  United  States  who  caused  Roberts'  line  to  be  run  and  marked  than  there  will  be 
xipon  the  irresponsible  and  vague  statements  of  the  memorialists.  To  prove  to  you  the  incorrectness  of 
their  statements  relative  to  the  forks  of  the  Little  Miami,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  maps  and  surveys 
of  the  United  States  lands  at  the  source  of  said  river  on  file  in  the  General  Land  Office,  and  to  General 
Vance  who  represents  that  district,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  the  diflerent  upper  branches  of  that  river. 

It  may  be  unfortunate  for  the  memorialists  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  do  not  view 
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the  operation  of  the  acts  of  Congress  as  thi'v  il".     It  is  said,  howcviT,  lli:it   "  ciirumstMnccs  iiltcr  ciiscs," 

and  this  dilVcrence  of  opinion  may,  I  jn'esunie,  lie   traced   to  tiiat  cause.     'I'hc  iiKuiaiisIs   Idl  ynii   that 

tliey  are  apprehensive  that,  if  governuient  slionld  pay  nie  tlio  value  of  my  hinds  west  of  Ludlow's  line, 
"  it  may  be  deemed  a  suttieicnt  compensation  for  the  whole,"  and,  in  that  cvcul,  ili'|iri\  i-  thciu  of  ll(•ill^• 
permitted  to  locate  their  land  warrants  (which  may  now  he  purchased  at  IVnm  lillccn  (o  twenty  duHars 
l>er  hundred  acres)  upon  any  unsold  lands  of  the  United  States.  But  I  a|i|irehend  Ihat  they  have  other 
motives  which  they  have  not  stated  for  opposing  my  claims  between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts. 
1  think  that  it  will'  be  found  that  they  have  withdrawn  many  entries  or  locations  inatlf  llicrc  by  themscdves 
and  me,  which  they  were  authorized  to  withdraw  without  making  themselves  liable  Ibr  any  damages 
which  the  owners  of  such  entries  might  sustain  by  such  withdrawals;  aiul  that  they  are  now  actually 
bound  to  remunerate  some  of  those  persons  whose  entries  they  have  withdrawn,  in  case  my  claim  should 
prove  valid. 

In  the  case  of  B.  W.  Ladd,  who  has  had  .Mr.  Wallace's  letter  to  him  referred  to  your  connnittee,  I  can 
state  that  I  hold  his  obligation  for  one-lilth  part  of  ab(Uit  15,000  acres  of  land  which  llocated  for  him  and 
company  between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Koberts,  and  for  which  I  must  be  |iaid  in  case  my  otiier  claims 
rtcrc  prove  valid.  These  claims  the  said  Ladd  and  Company  were  to  prosecute  to  linal  Judgnu-nt,  but 
instead  of  doing  so  they  sold  them  to  Messrs.  Dun,  Wallace  and  Galloway,  who  withdrew  them  with- 
out my  approbation,  in  violation  of  Ladd's  agreement  with  nie.  I  have  never  been  aide  to  see  the 
agreement  between  Ladd  and  Company  and  Messrs.  Dun,  Wallace  and  Galloway,  under  which  the  entries 
which  I  had  made  for  Ladd  and  Company  were  withdrawn;  but  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Ladd 
sold  these  entries  subject  to  my  claim,  and  that  the  purchasers  are  bound  to  indemnify  him  against  my 
claim;  which,  at  the  rate  that  the  other  lands  have  been  valued,  woidd  amount  to  something  like  twelve 
or  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  which  must  be  paid  unless  my  claims  shall  be  defeated. 

Whether  the  memorial  of  my  brother  locators  is  based  upon  their  liability  for  entries  withdrawn  from 
between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  together  with  a  little  envy  and  jealousy,  or  a  patriotic  zeal  to 
guard  the  pul)lic  treasury,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  determine,  but  leave  the  subject  with  the  committee. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

DUNCAN  McARTHUR. 

The  CoiniiTTEE  os  Public  Lands. 

P.  S. — Patents  issued  to  me  for  five  of  the  surveys  west  of  Ludlow's  line.  Should  the  committee  desire 
it,  I  will  exhibit  to  them  my  title  papers  at  any  time  tliey  may  think  proper. 

D.  McARTIIUR. 


Memorandum  of  some  of  the  entries  made  in  the  autumn  of  1812  by  Walter  Dun  and  Company,  who  are 
remonstrating  against  my  elaims  between  the  lines  ef  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  taken  this  morning  from  the 
books  of  the  General  Land  Office,  viz: 

No.  1639,  in  the  name  of  Gross  Scruggs,  for. .  , 1,000  acres. 

■     ■  7644 do John  Grab  a  n'l,  for 1,000     " 

7645 do John  Graham,  for 1,000     " 

7646 do Graham  and  Johnston,  for 1,000     " 

7647 do James  Johnston,  for SOO     " 

7648 do Johnston  and  Graham,  for 1,0022  " 

7649 do Gross  Scruggs,  for 500     " 

7699 do John  Graham,  for 490     " 

7700 do Same for 200     " 

7701 do Same for 960     " 

7702 do Same for 200     " 

7703 do Same for 200     " 

7704 do Graham  and  Johnston,  for 850     " 


9,202|  acres. 


Those  who  made  the  above  entries  well  knew  the  acts  of  Congress  before  they  made  them.     They  are 
referred  to  merely  to  show  how  mucli  the  statements  of  the  memorialists  are  entitled  to  credit. 

DUNCAN  McARTHUR. 
December  27,  1824. 


[The  following  papers  were  communicated  to  the  Senate,  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  February 
22,  1825:] 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  Public  Lands: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  just  read  the  report  of  the  land  connnittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  the  case  of  the  Hon.  General  McArthur,  and  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
some  parts  of  some  of  the  documents  accompanying  it.  The  first  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  Graham,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Oifice,  to  the  President,  and  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  correcting  an  error  into 
■which  he  has  fallen,  of  very  material  consequence.  In  that  letter  he  says  that  the  Sujireme  Court  of  the 
United  States  has  decided  that  Roberts'  line  is  the  true  boundary  of  the  Virginia  military  district  north  of 
the  source  of  the  Little  Miami  river.  The  only  cause  there  determined,  in  wiiich  tins  line  is  even  mentioned, 
is  the  agreed  one  of  Doddridge  vs.  Thompson;  and  Mr.  Graham,  by  a  closer  examination  of  that  case, 
would  have  seen  that  no  such  point  was  submitted.  It  was  agreed  by  the  counsel,  an<l  the  determination 
of  the  court  was  founded  on  the  supposition  of  its  truth;  but  the  court  did  not  decide  that  which  was  not 
controverted.     So  far  as  this  fact  is  not  true,  the  judgment  of  the  court  is  groundless. 


76  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  441. 


There  is  nothing  said  in  any  of  the  docnraents  accompanying  the  report  about  any  of  the  lands  sold 
by  the  government  having  been  patented  before  the  date  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  entries.  It  had 
been  suggested  by  the  memorialists  to  Congress,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  as  a  matter  worthy  of  exami- 
nation ;  for,  so  far  as  patents  had  issued  before  that  period,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case 
of  Anderson  and  Huftnagle  would  void  his  entries. 

Accompanying  the  report  there  is  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  General  :McArthur,  dated  29th  December  last, 
abounding  with  insinuations,  assertions,  and  slang  more  becoming  the  impudence  of  a  court-yard  than  the 
dignity  of  the  Senate.  He  offers  his  friend.  General  Vance,  to  prove  that  the  memorialists  have  misrep- 
resented the  facts  in  relation  to  the  true  source  of  the  Little  Miami  river.  He  is  careful,  however,  not  to 
commit  himself  on  paper  by  saying  that  the  facts  as  stated  by  them  are  not  true.  He  knew  that  they 
were  true,  not  from  more  conjecture,  bit/  from  having  been  actuall;/  present  when  the  two  forks  of  thin  river 
iL-ere  measiovd  by  Cliarles  Roberts  in  the  fall  of  1812,  under  the  directions  of  the  coynmissioners  of  the  United 
States  and  Virginia;  and  I  will  add  that  he  was  the  first  person  who  told  me  that  the  left  hand  fork  was 
actually  the  longest  by  about  two  miles,  a  great  distance  in  a  small  stream;  was  fully  as  large  as  the 
other  at  the  forks,  and' maintained  its  size  much  longer;  and  that,  in  reality,  it  was  the  main  branch.  The 
Virginia  commissioners  afterwards  mentioned  to  me  the  same  facts;  and  it  was  upon  this  point  that  the 
two  sets  of  commissioners  disagreed — those  of  Virginia  insisting  that  as,  from  actual  measurement,  the 
left  hand  fork  was  the  longest,  and,  from  inspection,  the  largest,  it  was  the  main  river.  How  far  the  Hon. 
General  Vance  will  vouch  for  the  Hon.  CJcneral  McArthur  I  know  not;  but  I  will  most  freely  risk  my 
character  as  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  in  the  memorial  in  relation  to  it;  and  whether  Congress  grant 
the  pra3-er  of  tiic  memorialists  or  not,  that  matter  shall  be  established  by  the  most  undoubted  testimony 
by  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  published  to  the  world. 

In  the  same  letter  the  honorable  gentleman  has  insinuated  that  the  memorialists  may  have  latent 
motives  for  opposing  his  claim,  and  says  "that  it  will  be  found  that  they  have  withdrawn  many  entries 
made  there  bj'  themselves  and  me  which  they  were  not  authorized  to  withdraw  without  making  them- 
selves liable  for  any  damages  that  the  owners  of  such  entries  might  sustain  by  such  withdrawals,  and 
that  they  are  now  actually'  bound  to  remunerate  some  of  these  persons  whose  entries  they  have  withdrawn 
in  case  my  claim  should  prove  valid."  He  has  also  subjoined  a  list  of  entries  made  by  "Walter  Dun  & 
Co.,"  who  are  remonstrating  against  his  claim.  Now,  gentlemen,  every  one  of  these  entries  were  made 
by  myself  by  virtue  of  my  own  warrants,  and  were  afterwards  withdrawn  by  myself;  and  all  this  the 
honorable  gentleman  well  knew.  That  the  warrants  were  my  own,  and  were  afterwards  appropriated  on 
lands  which  were  patented  to  myself,  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  examine  the  copies  of  these  entries  in  the 
General  Land  Office  for  the  numbers  of  the  warrants  by  which  they  were  made;  and  Mr.  Graham,  the 
Conmiissioner,  will  show  to  you  the  evidences  of  my  claim  to  them.  I  will  add  that  I  never  withdrew  a 
single  entrj'  lying  west  of  Ludlow's  line  that  was  not  my  own  property,  free  and  unencumbered  from  the 
claims  of  all  persons  known  to  me;  and  that,  excepting  myself,  none  of  the  memorialists  made  a  single 
entrj'  in  that  quarter;  and  only  two  of  them  (Messrs.  Galloway  and  Wallace)  ever  withdrew  warrants  in 
entries  there,  and  tiiey  were,  as  I  have  understood,  their  own  propertj-;  the  evidences  of  which  are  all  in 
the  laud  office.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  declare  these  statements  of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  be  utterly  false 
and  malicious,  and  I  defy  him  for  the  proof  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  spoken  of  latent  motives  of  the  memorialists.  And  may  not  I  presume 
to  say  something  of  his  ?  In  the  suit  of  Doddridge  i'.'^.  Thompson  &  AVright,  was  it  his  intention  to  have 
a  full,  open,  and  manly  trial,  or  was  it  only  with  a  view  of  getting  a  legal  apology  for  getting  into  the 
treasury?  Who  was  Thompson,  the  defendant?  He  was  a  person  who,  about  that  time,  was  working 
about  a  small  country  mill  at  the  extreme  southwesterly  point  of  the  survey,  barely  within  its  lines,  who 
did  not  own  a  foot  of  the  soil,  had  no  lease  for  any  part  of  it,  who  had  not  an  acre  in  possession,  and  who 
never  appeared  in  court  as  a  defendant.  He  was,  in  reality,  what  it  was  intended  he  should  be,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  a  true  John  Doe;  while,  at  the  very  same  tune,  there  were  in  possession  of  parts  of  the  said 
survey  at  least  two  bona  fide  purchasers  from  the  government.  The  latter  were  the  only  true  defenders 
of  their  rights,  not  Mr.  Thompson,  the  particular  friend  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  without  any  natural 
interest  whatever  to  defend  an  inch  of  the  land.     The  Hon.  General  Vance  is  acquainted  with  Mr.  Thompson. 

I  disclaim  any  share  of  envy  or  jealousy  towards  the  honorable  gentleman;  on  the  contrary,  I  wish 
him,  in  every  honorable  course,  as  much  success  and  as  great  a  share  of  peace  of  mind  as  the  wisest  and 
the  best  of  men  can  reasonably'  expect,  and  that  the  land  he  has  won  in  law,  including  that  from  agreed 
cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  in  other  places,  may  never  be  the  cause,  however  remotely,  of  any  rankling 
in  his  mind  for  a  single  moment. 

But,  in  my  own  behalf  and  in  that  of  Mr.  James  Galloway,  whom  I  represent,  I  want  no  land  from 
the  United  States,  unless  it  is  found,  after  a  fair  and  impartial  survey  of  the  country,  that  we  are  fairly 
entitled  to  it.  We  all  want  property;  but  we  want  God's  blessing  with  it.  We  have  therefore  asked  you, 
in  our  memorial,  to  direct  the  necessary  examinations  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of  the  case,  and  act  accord- 
ingly.    A  true  line,  however,  will  blast  the  honorable  gentleman's  prospects. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  DUN. 

Chilicothe,  February  9,  1825. 


Chilicothe,  January  9,  1825. 

Cadwallader  Wallace,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  resident  in  the  town  of  Chilicothe,  one  of  the 
signers  of  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  L'nited  States  on 
December  13,  1824,  in  relation  to  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Virginia  military  reser'vation,  replying 
to  the  documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  President's  message  of  the  14th  ultimo,  (December,)  upon  the  subject  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  situated  between  Roberts'  and  Ludlow's  lines,  saith,  that  tiic  line  called  "Roberts',"  run  in  the  year 
1812,  was  not  concurred  in  Viy  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Virginia;  that  they  claimed  the  north 
fork  to  be  the  main  fork  of  tlie  Little  Miami  river,  and  that  so  far  as  this  want  of  concurrence  and  their 
dissent  to  this  line  goes  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  its  correctness.  Con.sonant  with  and  fully  supporting 
the  reasoning  of  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Virginia  for  ascertaining  the  head  of  the  Little  Miami 
river,  or  of  any  other  river,  is  the  reasoning  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  ("if  no  fork  of  either 
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of  them  has  acquired  the  name  in  excliisicm  nl'  aiicitlicr,  tlie  main  braneli  to  its  source  must  bo  considered 
as  the  true  river,")  in  the  ease  ol'  Doddridge  r.-:.  Th()ni|ison  iV'  AVrii;-i]t;  aud,  tal-ciug- this  reasoning',  and 
not  the  c«.<fi  ff(7/rcrf,  as  the  rule  by  wln'ch  tiie  Little  Miami  and  its  source  is  to  be  ascertained,  Ik,' avers 
that  if  the  l)rayer  of  the  memorialists  is  i;-ranle(l,  the  iKirth  fork  will  be  found  tn  be  tlie  main  branch,  the 
Rurvevs  of  the"  United  States  laiuls  on  lile  in  tlie  (ieiieral  Land  Otlice  or  any  other  net;-ative  or  i'.\  parte 
testin'iony  to  the  contrary  not\vitlistanilin,i;-. 

That  the  letter  written  by  him  on  August  2,  lS-24,  addres.sed  to  Benjamin  W.  Ladil.esq.,  was  a  private 
one,  and  of  course  not  intended  for  publication;  but  bcinj^-  published,  he  here  takes  occasion  to  say  that 
the  printed  copy  of  it  is  wrong-,  insomuch  as  it  makes  him  say  that  the  land-jobbiny;  fraternity  at  tUiili- 
cuthe  have  very  much  "(i/jposw^  ^/jc  ;7CHC?-a/,"  instead  of  "  offc tided  the  g-enor;d."  O|)position  to  General 
McArthur  is  not  the  object,  but  a  consequence;  and  it  is  presumed  that  none  of  the  mem(n-ialists  arc  or 
would  willing-ly  be  thought  to  be  mere  opponents  of  the  general — mere  "receptacles  of  envy  and  jealousy ;" 
nor  has  a  mistaken  or  alfected  zeal  induced  them  to  volunteer  in  the  hazardous,  nay  the  all-impussible 
office  of  gtiarding-  the  public  treasury;  aware  that  had  they  it  to  guard,  if  perchance  they  might  not  lay 
violent  liands  on  it  themselves,  they  would  not  of  themselves  be  able  to  guard  it  against  the  violence  of 
others. 

But  vet,  as  good  citizens,  they  would  but  discharge  their  duty  in  sounding  the  alarm  if  they  saw  the 
treasury  of  the  nation  in  danger  of  being  entered  by  violence  or  by  a  trii.-k  of  Ic.gerdemain,  leaving  the 
treasury  to  the  defence  of  those  to  whom  its  defence  is  committed. 

And  that  the  moral  of  the  fable  of  the  farmer  and  lawyer,  referred  to  by  General  McArthur,  does  not 
apply — that  it  is  pointless.  He  (the  said  Wallace)  has  had  no  ox  gored,  nor  (after  the  fashion  of  the  fable) 
has  the  general's  bull  been  killed;  if  he  insists  that  he  has,  let  him  show  the  carca.ss.  The  general  has, 
indeed,  well  said  that  he  has  "never  been  able  to  see  the  agreement  between  Ladd  &  (_!o.  and  Messrs.  Dim, 
Wallace,  and  Galloway;"  and  he  might  have  gone  tui  and  said,  with  equal  truth,  that  no  other  person 
ever  saw  it.     And  who  but  the  general  ever  said  or  intimated  that  such  an  agreement  ever  existed? 

He  (the  said  Wallace)  admits  that  he  purchased  of  Benjamin  W.  Ladd,  in  his  own  right,  as  executor 
of  Josepli  Ladd,  and  as  the  attorney  of  the  executrix  and  executor  of  Thomas  Norvell,  several  thousand 
acres  of  warrants  (not  land)  that  had  been  located  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  and  several  thousand  acres 
located  elsewhere;  but  that  the  purchase  was  made  without  any  liability,  written  or  verbal,  to  Ladd,  to 
Ladd's  estate,  to  Xorvell's  estate,  to  McArthur,  or  to  any  other  person.  Had  it  been  necessary  to  enter 
into  any  agreement,  would  it  not  have  been  most  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  McArthur's  claim  was  the 
subject  of  it,  the  vendeeg,  not  the  vendors,  would  have  been  the  persons  to  be  protected  against  his  claim — 
this  "§12,000  or  $14,000"  of  which  he  vaunts  ?  In  any  case  where  the  general  was  not  interested  this 
would  have  been  the  natural  course.     For  his  cases  precedents  are  wanting. 

In  conclusion,  the  said  AVallace,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  his  conduct  in  the  premises,  claims  for 
himself  to  be  held  responsible  to  the  nation  and  to  General  McArthur  for  the  allegations  contained  in  the 
memorial  referred  to,  "irresponsible  and  vague  "as  the  general  would  gladly  have  them  considered;  and, 
casting  back  the  foul  and  defamatorj-  insinuations  of  the  general,  invites  him — dares  him — to  the  proof. 
Desperate,  indeed,  is  the  cause  that,  to  stand,  has  to  be  propped  by  detraction  and  calumny! 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Utiited  Slates  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  they  are  holders  of  Virginia  military  continental  land 
warrants;  that  the  good  land  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  completely 
exhausted:  that  the  agents  of  the  United  States  did  survey  and  mark  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
said  tract  of  country,  from  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Little  Miami,  north  20°  west  towards  that  of  the  Scioto 
river,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cut  off  from  the  Virginia  military  district  very  nearly  40,000  acres  of  land 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Greenville  treaty  line,  the  greater  part  of  -which  may  be  termed  aralde  and  of 
tolerable  fertility;  that  the  land  so  cut  ofi"  was  surveyed  by  the  United  States,  and  sold  by  them  to  many 
individuals,  who  settled  and  im)iroved  the  same;  that  your  memorialists  did  respect  the  said  line  as  tlie 
western  boundary  of  the  said  Virginia  military  district,  and  made  no  entries  to  interfere  with  the  lands 
surveyed  or  sold  by  the  government  west  of  it;  and  they  respectfully  re(iucst  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  permit  them,  as  well  as  all  holders  of  such  warrants,  to  locate  them  on  any  of  the  unsold  lands 
of  the  L^nitcd  States  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  an  amount  equal  in  quantity,  as  well  as  quality,  to  the  land 
so  cut  off  Irom  the  Virginia  military  district  as  aforesaid. 

But,  as  General  Duncan  McArthur  claims  about  13,000  acres  of  land  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  the  value 
of  which  he  asks  from  the  government,  which,  if  paid,  may  be  deemed  a  sutBcient  compensation  for  the 
whole,  or,  at  the  least,  as  full  payment  for  the  cpiantity  claimed  by  him,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  observations  in  relation  to  this  claim,  and  to  endeavor  to  show  how  little  of  the  true 
merits  of  the  whole  matter  was  decided  in  the  suit  in  ejectment  of  "Doddridge's  Lessee  i-s.  Thompson  & 
Wright,"  at  the  last  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  which  so  much  has  been  asked  and  so  much  expected. 

That  suit  was  determined  at  common  law  upon  certain  agreed  facts  made  and  submitted  to  the  court 
by  the  plaintift',  Doddridge,  and  Mr.  Wright,  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time.  /)/i 
agreed  ease,  in  which  the  following  points,  amongst  others,  were  agreed  to:  1st,  that,  "  in  particular."  the 
line  run  by  Roberts  is  the  true  line  between  the  sources  of  the  aforesaid  two  rivers;  and  2d,  that,  before 
the  entry  was  made  under  which  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff' claims,  "the  premises  in  question  were,  among 
other  lands,  surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  by  the  public  officers  of  the  United  States  acting  Tinder  the 
authority  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  but  were  not  sold."  Upon  these  two  points,  and  the  legal  :aeaning 
of  the  different  acts  of  Congress  regulating  the  manner  of  makin.g  military  entries  and  surveys,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  was  principally  founded;  but,  although  the  judgment  of  the  coiu't  be  conclusive  as  to 
these  agreed  facts,  admitting  them,  for  the  present,  to  be  actually  true,  whieh  f/w  first  is  no',  as  a  rule  of 
law  by  which  all  the  other  claims  of  General  McArthur  are  to  be  determined,  is  entirely  groundless. 

General  McArthur  made  all  his  entries  on  November  19,  1810.  Before  that  day  4,75o  acres  of  the 
land  covered  by  his  entries  stood  on  the  register's  books  as  land  sold,  no  part  of  which  was  afterwards 
forfeited  by  the  purchasers;  besides  this,  a  pretty  large  quantity  stood  then  on  the  said  books  as  land  sold, 
which  was"  afterwards  forfeited,  but  how  much  it  amounted  to  cannot  be  very  easily  ascertained;  for,  at 
the  time  of  forfeiture,  the  names  of  the  forfeit  purchasers  were  erased  from  the  plats  in  the  office,  and  the 
verj'  great  number  of  purchasers'  names  on  the  register's  books  renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  private 
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individuals  to  obtain  this  information  In  addition  we  might  mention  a  tract  of  168  acres  of  this  land 
which  was  given  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Ohio  for  the  support  of  schools.  Of  the  land  thus 
sold,  some  of  it  was  patented  before  and  .some  of  it  after  the  date  of  General  McArthur's  entries;  and 
your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  here  that  the  best,  not  the  worst,  land  is  uniformly  the  first  that  is 
sold,  where  there  is  but  one  price  and  a  free  choice.  So  far,  then,  as  these  facts  go,  a  very  different  case  is 
presented  to  your  consideration  from  the  one  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  agreed  case  of 
Doddridge  u.s.  Thompson  &  AVright. 

Tlie  right  to  make  location.s,  by  virtue  of  Virginia  military  continental  land  warrants,  on  the  lands 
between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers  is  clearly  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  national  legislature,  as 
settled  by  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  aforesaid  cause.  But  the  government  acted,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  with  great  moderation  and  fairness;  for,  before  Ludlow's  line  was  run  and  marked, 
the  then  surveyor  general,  by  virtue  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requested 
information  from  General  McArthur  and  Mr.  Lucas  Sullivant,  the  two  military  surveyors,  who  had  the 
best  knowledge  of  the  northerly  part  of  the  Virginia  military  district,  to  enable  him  to  have  a  true  line  run 
and  marked  between  the  sources  of  the.se  two  rivers,  that  of  the  Scioto  being  in  the  country  of  the  Indian 
tribes.  I'pon  their  information  the  line  was  run  by  Israel  Ludlow  from  the  source  of  the  easternmost  fork 
of  the  Little  Miami  river,  north  20°  west,  to  the  Greenville  treaty  line,  and  there  ended,  as  it  was  not 
thought  to  be  good  policy  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  Indian  tribes  by  extending  it  through  their  country 
to  the  Scioto  river.  It  must,  however,  be  confessed  that  Mr.  Ludlow,  in  obeying  his  instructions,  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  curtail  the  military  lands  by  selecting  the  right  hand  fork  of  the  Little  Miami  river 
as  the  main  stream  instead  of  the  left  hand  fork,  which  is  both  the  largest  and  the  longest  of  the  two,  by 
whicli  means  about  30,000  acres  of  land  were  cut  ofl'  from  the  Virginia  district  lying  between  these 
two  I'lirks. 

From  these  premises  it  may  be  naturally  and  fairly  inferred  that  so  far  as  sales  were  made  by  the 
agents  of  the  government  before  November  19,  1810,  the  day  of  the  date  of  General  McArthur's  entries, 
whetiier  forfeited  afterwards  or  not,  were  as  comi)letely  prohibitory  of  the  right  to  make  military  entries 
as  an  act  of  Congress  prescribing  general  boundaries  for  the  location  of  Virginia  military  warrants;  the 
first  being  a  special  act  which  restrains  the  right  as  to  any  particular  spot;  the  other  such  a  general  rule 
as  limits  it  to  a  more  extensive  tract  of  country.  Now,  as  4,750  acres,  winch  were  never  afterwards  for- 
feited, besides  a  pretty  large  (juantity  which  was  afterwards  forfeited,  stood  on  the  register's  books  on, 
before,  and  after  the  said  Novemlier  19,  USIO,  as  land  sold,  as  well  as  108  acres  appropriated  for  schools, 
the  entries  made  by  General  McArthur,  if  this  doctrine  be  sound  in  law,  so  far  at  least  as  they  cover  such 
lands,  were  illegal  and  void  at  the  time  they  were  made;  and,  being  illegal  and  void  then,  they  could  not 
become  good  and  valid  afterwards  by  any  accidental  circumstances;  for  it  is  a  maxim  of  law  that  whatever 
is  not  legal  at  its  origin  can  never,  of  itself,  become  so  afterwards. 

For  the  land  sold  by  the  United  States  before  the  date  of  General  McArthur's  entries  patents  were 
granted  by  the  President  to  the  respective  purchasers,  some  of  them  dated  before  and  some  of  them  after 
the  date  of  his  entries;  and  it  is  believed  that  all  the  grants  so  issued  are  older  than  those  to  General 
McArthur  on  his  military  claims.  He  cannot,  therefore,  recover,  in  one  of  these  cases,  in  a  court  of  law; 
and  that  the  title  to  the  land  which  was  ])atented  before  tlie  date  of  his  entries  cannot  be  disturbed  by  his 
claims  is  incontrovertible,  as  was  determiiied  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of 
Anderscjn  hv.  Iluft'nagle  and  others.  Now,  if  the  grant  of  the  President  be  conclusive  in  these  cases,  does 
it  not  follow  that  the  act  of  the  President  by  the  register,  as  the  agent  of  the  government,  in  selling  any 
part  of  this  land  to  an  individual  before  the  date  of  General  McArthur's  entries,  is  equally  conclusive  ?  It 
appears  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  These  points  were  not,  however,  touched  in  the  case  of  Dodd- 
ridge us.  Thompson  &  Wright,  and  ibr  an  obvious  reason — they  did  not  belong  to  it. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  different  acts  of  Congress  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands  to  make  payment,  so  far  as  these  lands  are  embraced,  are  such  recogmitions  and  confirmations  of 
the  acts  of  the  register  of  the  Cincinnati  land  office  in  selling  them  as  would  be  equal  to  an  actual  pro- 
hibition to  locate  military  warrants  there. 

Besides  all  this,  the  government  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  by  the 
intrusion  of  individuals;  nor  can  it  be  presumed  that,  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1807  and  1810,  granting 
further  time  for  making  entries  and  returning  surveys  on  Virginia  military  warrants,  the  government 
really  intended  that  the  holders  of  such  warrants  should  have  the  right  to  appropriate  land  which  was 
surveyed,  sold,  or  olTcred  for  sale  by  its  agents,  and  thereby  overturn  the  validity  of  its  own  acts.  The 
presumption  must  be  the  very  opposite  of  this;  for  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  Congress  would  wil- 
lingly arm  an  enemy  for  its  own  injury.  The  intention  of  the  government  is,  therefore,  decidedly  against 
the  claim  set  up  by  General  McArthur.  But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  were  these  points  not  made  at  the 
trial  of  the  cause  of  Doddridge  va.  Thompson  &  Wright?  This  action  was  determined  at  common 
law;  and,  as  these  are  equitable  considerations,  it  is  believed  that  they  could  oidy  be  urged  in  a  court  of 
equity.  And,  even  admitting  that  the  wiiole  of  tiie  agreed  facts  are  true,  your  memorialists  firmly  believe 
that  the  whole  claim  set  up  by  General  McArthur,  including  even  the  land  which  stood  at  the  date  of  his 
entries  on  the  register's  books  as  unsold,  fairly  and  fully  examined  by  a  court  of  e(pnty,  would  be  adjudged 
to  be  invalid,  as  contrary  to  the  obvious  intention  of  Congress. 

Yom-  memorialists  beg  i'urther  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  national  legislature  to  the  consequences 
arising  from  the  payment  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money  to  an  individual,  not  only  on  claims  that  are 
entirely  groundless,  but  even  on  doubtful  ones.  How  greatly,  as  a  precedent,  the  heedless  grant  of 
money  tends  to  degrade  the  govcriai;ent,  increase  its  expense,  and  sink  the  national  character  !  It  is 
certainly,  too,  very  doubtful,  even  in  a  case  certain,  whether  the  United  States,  being  more  able,  ought  to 
pay  more  than  an  individual  under  similar  circumstances,  cveii  on  agreed  cases.  After  the  fullest  investi- 
gation, the  unsuccessful  litigant  in  such  a  case  could  only  be  required  to  refund  the  purchase  money,  with 
interest;  and  the  tenant  in  possession  would  recover  from  the  successful  litigant  the  value  of  his  improve- 
ments. And  it  does  appear  to  us,  and  we  respectfully  state  it,  that  if  the  United  States  are  inclined  to 
be  chivalrously  generous,  the  payment  of  money  had  much  better  be  made  to  the  purchaser  from  the 
government  than  to  the  intruder;  for  the  valuation  of  these  lauds,  as  estimated  by  the  United  States 
commissioners,  and  the  value  of  their  improvements,  from  the  successful  litigant,  would  be  a  most 
acceptable  consideration  to  nine-tenths  of  the  occupants  of  the  land — the  best  sale  they  could  make  in 
these  hard  times;  therefore  think  of  them  we  pray  you.  Another  consideration  for  thinking  of  them  is, 
that  all  the  money  paid  to  them  would  be  reinvested  in  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  new  and  uncuiti- 
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vateil  porticiiis  of  tin'  imblic  laiuls.  A  contrary  mode  of  payiiiont  wonlil  operate  as  a  liomity  to  intrusion — 
oncoi\ra>;-e  aiul  justify  every  attempt  to  exlraet  money  from  the  i)ulilie  eofl'ers. 

r!ut  that  part  of  the  agnvd  case  which  is  entitled  to  your  first  as  well  as  your  last  consideration  is 
that  part  of  it  ^vhere  it  is  aj^'rced  that,  "in  paiticular,"  the  liiii'  run  liy  Charles  Ilolierts  is  a  true  line 
between  the  sources  of  the  Little  iliami  and  Scioto  ri\-eis.  'I'licre  is  such  a  ihiu;j,-  as  j^'ivinj^-  away  causes 
by  a"'reement,  however  innocently  it  may  be  iloiie,  an  instance  of  which  youi-  memorialists  could  easily 
refer  to  in  Wlieaton's  reports.  The  aforesaid  cnjrcrd  case  is  another;  for  llial  IIoIhiIs'  line  is  a  line  line 
between  the  sources  of  these  two  rivers  is  utterly  without  foundation.  This  assertion  is  foundcci  (m  the 
following-  facts,  to  wit: 

The  line  run  by  Israel  Ludlow,  at  3|  miles  from  the  source  of  the  riylit  hand  fork  of  the  Little  Miami 
is  intersected  by  the  left  hand  fork  of  this  river  about  430  jjoles  west  from  its  source,  the  latlirlork 
being-  the  largest  as  well  as  the  longest  of  the  two.  And  neither  of  them  having  obtained  the  name  of  the 
Little  Miami  river,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other,  at  any  time  anterior  to  the  ])eriod  when  Ludlow's  line 
was  run,  it  must  follow,  agreeably  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  said  uijnrd 
case,  that  the  largest  as  well  as  the  longest  fork  must  be  considered  as  the  true  river.  This  fork, 
therefore,  has  its  source  among  the  military  surveys,  about  430  poles  east  from  its  intersection  with 
Ludlow's  line.  The  highest  ]ioint  to  which  the  Scioto  can  be  traced  is  a  large  wet  prairie  or  swamp, 
which  is,  during  the  wet  season,  an  extensive  sheet  of  water,  discharging  itself  into  both  the  Scioto  and 
Great  Miami  rivers.  At  the  heads  of  streams  in  Hat  countries  this  is  not  uncommon.  Where  the  Scioto 
leaves  the  jirairie  it  has  a  very  small,  tlat  channel,  and  is,  excepting  in  the  spring  months,  entirely  dry. 
This  place,  upon  which  Charles  Roberts  fixed  as  the  source  of  this  river,  is  GGT  poles  S.  75°  W.  from  this 
point,  at  a  small  pond  on  the  edg-e  of  the  prairie,  between  which  two  pijints  there  is  neither  channel  nor 
the  least  appearance  of  current  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  time  when  Mr.  Eoberts,  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States  and  Virginia,  examined  this  flat  country  was  a  very  unfavorable  one  to  make 
the  proper  examinations.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1812,  when  no  water  could  be  seen  there,  excepting  in  a 
number  of  small  ponds  in  the  prairie,  and  when  danger  was  apprehended  from  roaming  parties  of  hostile 
Indians.  At  this  time,  however,  the  Virginia  commissioners  insisted  upon  it  that  the  left  hand  fork  of  the 
Little  Miami  river  was  the  main  branch. 

By  running,  therefore,  a  true  line  from  the  source  of  tlie  largest  and  longest  fork  of  the  Little  Miami 
to  the  point  of  the  wet  prairie  or  swamp  where  the  branch  of  the  Scioto  river  leaves  it,  it  wouhl  pass 
through  the  military  survej's  till  it  reached  about  the  twentieth  mile  tree  on  Ludlow's  line,  into  the  lands 
sold  by  the  United  States,  dividing-  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  about  two-fifths  on  the  military  and 
three-fifths  on  the  United  States  sides  of  Ludlow's  line.  But  _your  memorialists  respectfully  sug-gest  the 
propriety  of  having-  competent  men,  not  residents  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  appointed  to  make  the  proper 
examination  of  the  country,  that  their  report  may  settle  the  controversy;  and  as  we  enjoy  profound 
peace  with  the  Indian  tribes,  the  proper  time  and  season  for  its  complete  examination  may  be  devoted  to 
it;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

As  one  of  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Virginia  to  ascertain  the  Avestern  boundary  of  the  Virginia 
military  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  am  requested  by  some  of  the  signers  to  the  above  memorial  to  certify 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  made  by  the  memorialists,  (on  a  comparison  of  the  east  and  west  forks  of 
the  Little  Miami,)  that  "the  left  hand  or  west  fork  is  the  largest  as  well  as  the  longest  of  the  two;"  I 
therefore  do  certify  that  in  the  month  of  October,  1812,  three  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  two  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  (the  third  not  attending-,)  met  at  the  town  of  Xenia,  and  proceeded 
to  the  headwaters  of  the  Little  Miami  river  for  the  purpose  of  fixing-  on  the  point  of  departure  of  a  line  to 
be  run  to  the  head  or  source  of  the  Scioto.  On  examining-  the  east  and  west  forks  of  the  Little  Miami  at 
their  junction,  the  commissioners  found  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  which  afl'orded  the  most  water.  On 
making-  experiments,  however,  with  such  means  as  we  had,  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  west  fork  contained 
the  most  water,  and  I  believed  my  colleague  and  at  least  one  of  the  United  States  commissioners  were  of 
the  same  opinion.  The  commissioners  then  explored  the  two  forks,  as  they  are  called,  to  their  source, 
■when  a  question  anise,  which  was  the  longest'?  This  was  determined  by  actual  measurement,  which 
decided  the  question  in  favcU'  of  the  west  or  north  fork;  to  illustrate  which,  and  the  difi'erent  lines,  &c.,  I 
have  laid  down  the  annexed  sketch  of  a  draught  made  from  actual  measurement. 

From  the  source  of  the  west  fork  there  was  found  a  regular  cliaunel  to  its  month.  At  what  is  called  the 
source  of  the  east  fork  there  are  two  or  three  small  ponds  near  each  other,  no  water  running  from  either, 
one  of  which  was  selected  as  the  beginning-  of  R(.il:ierts'  line.  Passing  on  from  the  said  ponds  to  where 
the  forks  in  question  unite,  according-  to  my  recollection,  there  intervenes  a  dry  glade  or  prairie,  of  at 
least  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  without  the  likeness  lA'  a  channel  or  water-course;  and  although  the  term 
river  appears  to  be  ecjuivocal,  I  cannot  consent  to  call  a  plain  g-lade  river;  therefore,  could  I  have  been 
induced  to  consider  the  source  of  either  fork,  a  proper  point  of  departure,  according-  to  a  true  interpretation 
of  the  Virginia  military  reservation,  I  must  hay-e  selected  the  west  fork. 

Where  these  forks  unite  they  are  far  below  being  rivers;  they  are  small  brooks  which,  together,  woidd 
not,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  have  been  suflicient  to  turn  a  water  grist-mill;  and,  from  the  iid'ormation  of 
every  person  in  the  neighborhood,  the  forks  were  considered,  where  they  united,  as  forming-  the  Little 
Miami  river.  The  commissioners  next  proceeded  to  explore  the  source  of  the  .Scioto,  and,  having-  so  done, 
it  became  necessary  to  decide  the  points  on  which  the  bouudarj-  line  should  run.  The  prairie  at  the  head  of 
the  Scioto  is  truly  described  in  the  memorial,  at  the  lower  end  of  which  three  small  rivulets  dripping  from 
the  prairie  unite,  and  from  thence  form  a  regular  channel.  This  I  selected  as  the  head  of  the  Scioto,  and  the 
point  where  the  east  and  west  forks  unite  as  the  head  of  the  Little  Miami,  as  per  line  laid  down  in  the  draught. 

One  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  agreed,  under  solemn  declarations,  that  these  were  the 
two  points  lie  felt  bound  to  establish.  The  other  two  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  fixed  on 
the  points  by  which  Roberts'  line  is  bounded;  and  at  that  time,  to  my  astonishment,  my  colleag-ue  joined 
them,  and  the  line  was  directed  to  be  run  accordingly.  On  further  reflection,  however,  my  colleag-ue 
changed  his  opinion — would  not  unite  in  reporting-  Roberts'  as  the  line  which  ought  to  be  established,  but 
took  broad  ground,  drawing  a  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  on  the  west  side,  to  the  head  of  the 
Scioto,  which  he  undertook  to  demonstrate,  mathematicallj',  laj-  befieevn  the  rivers  Scioto  and  the  Little  Miami, 
"  according-  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  Virginia,''  &c. 

The  line  which  I  advocated,  and  which  I  contend  is  in  accordance  with  a  fair  construction  of  the 
military  reservation  in  question,  would  have  made  an  addition  to  the  military  lands  of  perhaps  at  least 
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120,000  acres.     I  have  been  thus  particular  iu  stating  the  facts  with  a  view  to  giving  the  most  accurate 
information  within  mv  recollection  on  the  subject. 

RO.  PORTERFIELD. 
February  8,  1825. 


The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  Public  Lands  : 

Gentlemen:  Having  been  favored  witli  the  perusal  of  two  communications  lately  made  to  you,  the 
one  from  Mr.  Dun,  and  the  other  commencing  with  the  name  of  CadwaJlader  Wallace,  upon  the  subject  of 
a  bill  pending  before  .you  in  wliich  I  am  interested,  permit  me  to  submit  to  you  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
subject. 

The  principal  object  of  these  communications  is  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  line  run  by  Roberts  from 
the  source  of  the  Little  Miami  to  the  source  of  the  Scioto,  under  the  directions  of  commissioners  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  Virginia  military  district,  is  not 
the  correct  boundary  of  the  district,  and  to  induce  Congress  to  reject  the  present  bill,  and  to  direct  the 
appointment  of  other  commissioners  with  a  view  to  establish  said  line  more  correctly,  as  they  allege. 

In  a  former  eonununication  to  the  committee  of  the  House  I  took  occasion  to  refer  them  to  the  surveys 
of  the  public  lands  at  the  sources  of  the  said  rivers,  to  correct  the  misrepresentations  made  by  those  who 
were  remonstrating  against  my  claims  and  the  correctness  of  Roberts'  line.  You  are  now,  however, 
furnished  with  unquestionable  evidence  by  the  memorialists  themselves  as  to  the  correctness  of  Roberts' 
line,  and  tlie  incorrectness  of  their  statements,  to  wit,  a  diagram  and  observations  made  out  and  forwarded 
bj'  General  Robert  Porterfield  at  the  instance  of  the  memorialists,  but  which,  had  they  seen,  I  am  confident 
they  would  have  suppressed.  General  Porterfield,  who  was  one  of  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Virginia,  sa^'s:  "I  have  laid  down  the  annexed  sketch  of  a  draught  made  from  actual  measurement."  By 
this  draught  you  will  see  that  the  west  or  north  fork  of  the  Little  Miami  does  not  head  east  of  Ludlow's  line, 
as  represented  by  the  memorialists,  and  that  a  line  from  the  head  of  said  fork  to  the  head  of  the  Scioto 
would  not  exclude  an  acre  of  the  lands  claimed  bj^  me,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  map  of  these 
lands  furnished  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  • 

The  line  run  by  Roberts  has  ever  since  been  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  western  boundary  of  the 
Virginia  military  district.  It  is  in  fact  notoriously  so — has  often  been  referred  to  and  recognized  by  acts 
of  Congress,  and  the  correctness  thereof  never  questioned  by  any,  not  even  the  memorialists  themselves, 
until  after  they  saw  the  opinion  of  tlie  court  in  the  case  of  Doddridge's  Lessee  vs.  Thompson  &  Wright. 
They  well  knew  the  agreement  in  that  case  at  the  time  it  was  made,  and  for  many  years  before  the  decision 
thereof  in  the  United  States  court.  But  until  then  I  presume  they  never  saw  any  advantage  which  they 
might  derive  from  another  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Virginia  military  district.  The  court  say,  in  their  opinion,  (report  of  committee  of  the 
House,  page  15,)  "the  ajipointment  of  commissioners  to  meet  others  to  be  appointed  by  Virginia,  who  were 
to  agree  upon  and  mark  the  true  line,  &c.,  proves  incoutestably  that  Congress  did  not  suppose  the  line  to 
be  established.''  I  presume  that  the  committee  will  at  once  discover  that  if  Congress  should  at  any  time 
interfere,  and  direct  the  a|ipointment  of  commissioners  to  again  examine  and  establish  the  western  boundary 
of  the  Virginia  military  district,  that  the  same  reasons  given  by  the  court  in  the  above  recited  case  would, 
with  equal  force,  apply  to  all  entries  which  might  be  made  east  of  the  proper  boundary  prior  to  such  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  Congress.  This  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently  explain  the  principal  cause  why  Congress 
has  been  pressed  by  the  patriotic  memorials  of  the  "land-jobbing  fraternity  at  Chilicothe." 

Here  permit  me  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wallace  to  Benjamin  W.  Ladd,  esq.,  pages 
25,  26,  of  the  report  of  the  House.     It  exhibits  something  of  the  feelings  of  that  "  land-jobbing  fraternity." 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Dun  has  sent  on  certain  letters  and  papers  to  prove  that  he  purchased  the  land 
warrants  some  years  afterwards;  that  he  had  located  in  1812  west  of  Ludlow's  line.  I  never  felt  disposed 
to  question  the  fact  that  he  had  purchased  many  of  the  land  warrants  which  he  had  located  west  of 
Ludlow's  line;  I  only  mention  the  fact,  which  he  himself  now  proves,  that  he  had  located  land  warrants 
west  of  Ludlow's  line,  whilst,  in  his  memorial,  he  alleges  that  he  Itad  not,  but  did  respect  that  line  as  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Virginia  military  district. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  observe,  tliat  whilst  Mr.  Dun  is  thus  contending  with  the  shadows  of  his  own 
imaginatiiin,  he  wholly  omits  to  deny  or  notice  the  suggestion  contained  in  my  before-mentioned  letter,  that 
in  all  probability  he  was  moved  to  act  in  this  business  to  avoid  a  contingent  responsibility  which  he  might 
be  under  to  B.  W.  Ladd.     1  liave  now  reason  to  be  still  more  confirmed  in  that  opinion. 

It  is  alleged  by  Mr.  Dun  that  I  do  not  deny  the  statement  of  the  memorialists  as  t(.i  the  sources  of  these 
rivers  before  mentioned.  I  wish  it  to  be  expressly  understood  that  I  do  deny  that  the  memorial  in  true  in 
that,  or,  indeed,  in  any  material  allegation;  and  I  "am  m^itained  in  vvj  denial  by  the  evidence  furnished  by 
the  memorialists  themselves,  to  wit,  that  of  General  Porterfield,  as  to  the  source  of  the  Little  Miami,  and 
his  own  letter  and  statement  as  to  his  having  made  locations  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  thereby  not  respecting 
the  line  of  Ludlow  as  the  western  boundary  of  the  said  Virginia  military  district,  as  stated  in  the  memorial. 

With  reference  to  the  statement  which  commences  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Wallace,  I  have  to  remark 
that  it  is  not  signed  by  any  person,  and,  from  my  knowledge  of  Mr.  Wallace's  handwriting,  he  did  not 
write  it.  The  remarks  which  I  have  made  on  M'r.  Dun's  statement  may  serve  as  to  this  also,  so  far  as 
there  is  any  tangible  point  in  it  It  is  mostly  made  up  of  defamation,  of  which  Mr.  Dun's  letter  also 
greatly  participates.  The  writer  admits  that  Mr.  Wallace  purchased  a  part  of  the  land  warrants  which 
were  located  m  the  name  of  Ladd  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  and  for  a  part  of  which  I  held  a  previous  obliga- 
tion or  equitable  title  from  Mr,  Ladd,  but  denies  that  he  is  at  all  liable  to  me  or  any  other  person  for  my 
interest  in  said  warrants. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  forks  of  the  Little  Miami,  and,  as  Mr.  Dun  appears  to  wish  it,  I  will  add  my 
testimony  to  that  of  General  Porterfield.  He  states  tliat,  "on  examining  the  east  and  west  forks  of  the 
Little  MianH  at  their  junction,  the  commissioners  found  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  which  afforded  the 
niost  water."  This  was  true:  it  was  in  the  month  of  October,  when  the  waters  were  low  and  the  channels 
of  many  of  the  creeks  were  entirely  dry,  whilst  some  small  springs  afi'orded  streams  of  water.  This  was 
the  case  at  the  forks  of  the  Miami;  the  channel  of  the  east  fork  was  much  the  largest,  whilst  the  north 
lork,  though  at  common  water  much  the  least,  was  supplied  by  springs,  and  afforded  as  much  water  at  that 
time  as  did  the  east  tork.     The  length  of  these  two  branches  was  measured,  and  the  north  branch  found  to 
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111'  a  mile  the  loni;'cst  upon  a  straig-lit  line;  not  "  nuicli  the  limg-ost,  or  anytliiii"-  like  two  miles,"  or  oven 
one  mile,  but  the  east  fork  was  found  to  bo  the  lonj;-est  as  it  meandered.  It  was  also  found  to  have  inneli 
the  largest  channel  and  the  most  numerous  branches,  and  that  in  fact  it  was  truly  the  main  liraneh,  and 
was  so"^  adjudged  to  be  after  due  e.xamination  by  i'our  out  of  the  five  eommissioners  who  attendrd  anil 
were  swtirn  to  do  impartial  justici'.  Tins  is  also  well  known  tn  br  Ihr  I'ael  \n  all  whu  are  aciiniiinhd  with 
these  branches  of  the  Litth'  Miami.  To  Mc'ssrs.  Dun  and  (lalli)\vay  //  /s  inll  l.iKuni,  but  1  do  noi  bi'lioxc 
tliat  any  ol'  the  others  who  signed  tlie  mrmnrial  knnw  anything  abuiil  il. 

1  fear  tiiat  I  have  already  inlimh'd  I'mi  much  i>n  the  time  and  palirncc  nf  Ihi'  enmndltoe,  by  S(j  long 
a  connnunication  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  si'ssioii;  1  trust,  Imwcver,  lliat  llioy  will  lind  snmc  apuhigy  for 
it  in  the  documents  to  which  it  refers. 

1  ha\i'  the  lionor  to  bo,  very  resp<'c(l'nlly,  yuiir  olicdicnt  servant, 

r'i:iii!U.\iiv  iH,  lS-25. 


J)l'N(J.VX  .McAUTUUK. 
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C  li  A  I  .M    T  0    L  A  X  I)    U  N  D  E  U   A    S  P  A  N  I  8  H    G  R  A  N  T    IN    L  U  U  1  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COJLMU.N'IC.VTED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF   RErRESENT.WIVES  JANUARY    21,    1825. 

Mr.  Campuell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  wdiom  were  referred  the  petition 
and  documents  of  Celeste  Soileau,  and  the  other  heirs  of  Noel  Soileau,  deceased,  reported: 

The  petitioners  state  that  some  time  prior  to  May  24,  1814,  thej-,  as  the  heirs  of  Noel  Soileau, 
deceased,  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas  their  claim  for  a  tract  of  land  of  twenty 
arpents  front,  by  forty  in  depth,  near  the  Bayou  Crocodile,  in  the  county  of  Opelousas,  Louisiana;  that 
they  produced  evidence  clearly  showing  that  the  Spanish  government  had  granted  said  land  to  their 
ancestor,  and  that  the  title  papers  had  been  lost;  and,  also,  that  the  same  had  been  settled  and  cultivated 
more  than  severdeen  years  prior  to  the  exhibition  of  their  proofs;  that  the  register  and  receiver  of  said 
land  office,  on  December  30,  1815,  reported  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  as  one  that  ought  not  to  be 
recommended  for  confirmation;  that  a  part  or  the  whole  of  said  tract  has  been  sold,  which  is  likely 
to  involve  them  in  difliculties;  wdierefire  they  pray  that  the  report  of  the  commissioners  may  be  reversed, 
and  that  they  may  be  quieted  in  their  claim. 

It  appears  from  an  exhibit  authenticated  bj-  V.  King,  esq.,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas, 
that  the  commissioners  divided  the  cases  submitted  to  them  for  decision  into  eight  classes,  the  last  of  which 
embraces  the  claim  of  the  petitioners.  This  class,  they  say,  comprises  claims  which  were  accompanied 
by  no  document  of  title  of  date  anterior  to  December  20,  1803,  nor  proof  of  occupancy  and  cultivation 
prior  to  April  12,  1814,  and  ought  not,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  confirmed. 

Several  witnesses  were  examined  by  the  lioard,  all  proving  that  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by  the 
petitioners  had  been  "inhabited  and  cultivated"  before  December  20,  1803,  the  date  of  the  surrender 
of  Louisiana  under  the  treaty  with  France.  Pierre  Vedrine  is  reported  to  have  sworn,  on  May  26, 
1814,  that  his  brother,  E.  Vedrine,  having  bought  the  said  land  about  seventeen  years  before  from  Mr. 
Soileau,  immediately  after  settled  on  it,  and  inhabited  and  cultivated  it  six  years,  when  he  sold  it 
back  to  the  said  Soileau,  who  sold  it  to  Hilliare  Bordelou,  the  occupant  at  tlie  date  of  the  deposition, 
and  that  the  said  Bordelou  had  occupied  the  same  land  for  eleven  years;  also,  that  Mr.  Soileau  had  obtained 
from  the  Spanish  government  the  necessary  title  papers,  which  he  had  heard  were  lost. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  either  class  5  or  6  ought  to  have  embraced  their  claim.  Class  6,  the 
register  and  receiver  sa3',  will  comprise  claims  for  lands  on  which  settlements  have  been  made  prior  to 
October  1,  1800,  and  inhabited  and  cultivated  for  three  consecutive  years  from  that  date  by  persons 
over  the  age  of  twenty-one  j'cars,  or  the  heads  of  families,  and  not  claiming  or  holding  in  their  own 
right  any  grants  or  concessions  for  other  lands  from  the  French  or  Spanish  government,  ought  to  be 
confirmed  pursuant  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1806,  for  the  quantity  claimed,  or  within 
the  acknowledged  or  ascertained  limits  of  the  same,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

The  testimony  of  Pierre  Vedrine  supports  the  fact  that  his  brother,  Etienne,  purchased  this  land  of 
Noel  Soileau  in  the  j-ear  llOt;  that  he  resided  on  it  until  1802,  when  he  sold  it  back  to  him;  that  Soileau 
immediatelj'  sold  it  to  H.  Bordelou,  who  occupied  it  up  till  1814,  at  the  time  the  claim  was  exliibited  for 
adjustment. 

Under  the  impression  that  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  have  been  reported  in  class  No.  6, 
a  bill  confirming  them  in  their  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  is  herewith  reported. 

VOL.  IV 11    c 
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PRE-EMPTION    PIGIITS    IN    ARKANSAS. 

COMMUNICATED    Til    THE    IlllUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  2.5,   1828. 

Ml-.  ^VIII^I•I.E,  from    tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  general 

assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  reported: 

That  the  petitioners,  on  account  and  in  consideration  of  the  said  Territory  being  a  frontier,  and  settled 
(as  they  say)  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  hardship,  and  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  emigration  into 
said  Territory,  pray  that  those  persons  within  the  Territory  who  have  settled  on  the  lauds  of  the  United 
States  may  have  granted  to  them  the  right  to  retain  those  lands  by  paying  for  them  the  minimum  or  pre- 
emption price.  The  committee  arc  unable  to  pcrc(;ive,  in  the  reasoning  of  the  legislature  of  Arkansas, 
sufficient  ground  upon  which  their  claim  can  be  properly  founded.  Nothing  has  rendered  it  probable  to 
the  committee  that  tlie  histury  of  the  settlement  of  the  Arkansas  Territory  will  furnish  a  greater  number 
of  cases  of  hardship  and  suffering  than  may  be  found  in  the  history  of  every  frontier  settlement  bordered 
i)y  savages  which  has  lieen  made  in  other  ])ortions  of  tiie  public  domain. 

That  Arkansas  is  a  frontier  Territory  does  not  appear  u  sufficient  reason  to  the  committee  for  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petition.  By  tiie  policy  heretofore  pursued  by  the  government  towards  the  Indian 
tribes  bordering  upon  and  contained  witliin  the  United  States,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  intention  is 
not  ultimately  to  exterminate  that  unfortunate  race,  nor  to  deprive  them  of  their  last  hold  upon  the  lands 
now  occupied  by  them.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that  if  the  contiguous  white  population  is  encouraged 
by  the  government  to  expect  that  the  mere  act  of  settling  upon  public  lands  without  right  or  permission 
will  entitle  the  settlers  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  government,  neither  the  rights  of  the  LTnited 
States  nor  those  of  the  Indians  will  be  respected.  The  goverumeut  has  already  been  compelled,  by  the 
unauthorized  extension  of  settlements  in  this  Territory,  not  only  to  extend  the  western  boundaiy  line  of  it, 
but  also  to  treat  with  the  Indians  residing  within  its  limits,  at  a  very  considerable  expense,  for  the 
extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  therein.  It  is  presumed  that,  if  the  frontier  settlers  respect  the 
rights,  and  abstain  from  encroaching  on  the  property  of  their  Indian  neighbors,  that  they  will  seldom  be 
molested  by  them.  The  situation  of  the  L^nited  States  would  seem  to  negative  the  proposition  of  the 
legislature  of  Arkansas  relative  to  emigrations.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
general  government  to  adopt  special  measures  calculated  to  induce  the  population  of  the  older  settlements 
to  emigrate  to  Arkansas  or  any  other  of  its  Territories.  All  that  the  government  can  be  expectedto  do 
in  this  respect  is  to  adopt  wise  and  just  regulations  respecting  its  lands,  which  will  be  of  general  applica- 
tion, and  ailbrd  reasonable  facilities  to  those  who  may  wish  to  emigrate  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  their 
condition  and  the  condition  of  their  families.  The  rest  must  be  left  to  individual  discretion  and  enterprise. 
But  in  addition  to  the  above,  it  will  be  found  by  recurrence  to  the  acts  already  passed  on  the  subject  of 
pre-emption  rights  that  Arkansas  has,  in  common  with  other  new  States  and  Territories,  been  liberally 
provided  for.  By  the  act  of  April  12,  1814,  persons  who  had  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  lands  in 
Arkansas,  and  who  had  not  removed  frinn  the  Territory,  had  pre-emption  rights  secured  to  them  up  to  that 
date;  and  by  the  act  of  the  last  session.  May  26,  1824,  those  persons  who  had  lands  within  the  tract  of 
country  ceded  by  the  United  States  to  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption 
would  have  attached  had  the  ceded  Territory  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  are  authorized  to  avail  themselves  of  rights  of  pire-emption  within  the  district  of  Lawrence,  in  said 
Territory.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  those  persons  in  the  Territory  in  question,  who,  for  a  period  of  ten  or 
eleven  years,  have  been  locating  themselves  upon  the  lands  of  the  United  States  without  any  right  or 
authority,  have  been  quieted  by  the  government,  notwithstanding  they  have  doubtless  seized  upon  many 
of  the  best  tracts  of  land  in  said  Territory.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  indulgence  has  been 
sufficiently  extended.     They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution: 

liesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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INDIAN    GRANT    TO    CAPTAIN    CARVER. 

communicated    to    the    house    or  KErRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  28,   1825. 

IMr.  Cami'bell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 

and  documents  of  Dr.  Samuel  Peters,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  he  has  acquired  the  title  to  a  large  tract  of  country,  usually  called 
"Carver's  grant,"  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  beginning  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
and  running  down  tlie  margin  nearly  southeast  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  river;  thence  eastwardly 
one  hundred  miles;  thence  north  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles;  and  thence  on  a  straight  line  to  the 
beginning.  That  this  grant  was  made  to  Captain  Jdiiathau  Carver  on  May  1,  ITtH,  by  two  chiefs  of  the 
tribe  of  Naudowissies,  in  consideration  of  distinguished  services  rendered  by  him  while  in  their  country; 
that  Captain  Carver  went  to  England  in  the  year  1770,  and  solicited  the  King  to  ratify  his  said  grant; 
that  his  Majesty  and  the  lords  of  his  council,  in  the  year  1775,  granted  his  petition,  and  ordered  him  to 
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return  In  AiiHTirii  ami  takr  |h  .ssossicii  of  liis  land  thus  (•(HivcycMl  to  him;  thai  I'd'nrr  tlio  iiocossary  ]ireiifira- 
tions  l'(ir  his  (lc|iai'turc  imuM  he  niaih\  the  informal  inn  nf  llic  halllc  nf  i'.iinkci-  Hill  was  received,  whii-h 
entirely  I'nistrated  his  iiitendeil  enterprise;  that  Carver  lived  iixcrwhi'hneil  with  sminw  until  Jamuirj'  :!1, 
1780,  whou  lie  died,  leavinj;-  a  widmv  ;ind  seven  children;  that  in  the  jnniilli  uf  Novemlier,  in  the  year  180(1, 
he  purchased  ul'tlie  heirs  of  (!arvcr  all  their  riyht  to  the  said  trairt  of  C'luntry.  and  oblaiued  a  deed  tlicreliir; 
that  al'ter  beiuji'  hallled  in  various  attempts  to  obtain  t'roin  the  Indians  a  i-eeou,-nition  of  his  title,  as  he  hail 

been    advised  to  do    iiy  a   i nuittee  of  Goiifjress,  li(>  set  out  from  New  York  in  .June,  1817,  to  visit  Ked 

Win.n"  and  Lefoy,  two  chiefs  residin;^-  near  tiu"  Falls  ol'  St.  Anthony;  that  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year 
ho  met  with  Lefoy,  the  son  of  one  of  the  g'rantors  at  I'rairio  du  Chien,  who  declared  in  the  iireseuce  of 
several  persons  that  his  tather  and  unide  sit^-ncd  with  their  marks  the  conv(.'yance  to  Carver  at  (lie  (Ireat 
Cave,  on  May  1,  1707;  and  also  that  when  he  could  .see  Kod  AYiug-  they  would  make  theirnnirks  on  ]ia])t'r, 
and  thus  s;itisfy  Conn'ress;  that  after  Lefoy  was  gone,  Red  Wing-  came  to  I'rairic  du  Chien,  an<l  made'  a 
similar  declaration;  that  he  afterwards  saw  three  squaws,  each  about  eighty  years  of  age,  who  asserted 
they  knew  (^aiitain  Carver.  an<l  were  at  the  Great  Cave  when  the  sachems  made  him  the  grant,  and  th.al 
it  is  called  "Carver's  land;"   wherefore,  the  jietitioner  prays  that  his  title  may  be  confirmed. 

The  jietitioner  exhibits  in  siipiport  of  his  claim  a  copy  of  the  alleged  deed  to  Caiitain  Carver,  unac- 
companied, however,  by  the  ordinary  ]u-oofs  of  verity.  It  is  substantially  as  follows:  that  two  chiefs  of 
the  Xaudowissies,  one  by  the  sign  of  tin'  ."^nake,  and  the  other  by  tliat  of  the  Tortoise,  on  May  1,  1707, 
conveyeil  to  ('aptain  Jonathan  Carver  the  tract  of  country  as  described  in  the  petition,  in  return  for 
presents  and  services,  reserving  to  themselves  and  their  heirs  the  libertj' of  hunting  and  lishing  on  the 
lands  not  improved  by  the  grantee  ami  his  hidrs.  'I'lie  petitioner  also  adduces  the  copy  (if  an  instrument 
purp(n-tin,g  to  have  bci'n  executed  at  Lae  Travci's,  on  February  17,  1821,  by  four  Indians,  who  <-alli'd 
thomselves  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Xandowissie  tribe.  By  this  writing  they  (k'clare  a  grant  was  maile 
by  their  fathers  to  Captain  Carver  for  a  tract  of  land  situated  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  that  they 
liavc  a  traditional  record  thereof  These  chiefs  acknowledged  their  willingness  that  the  claimants  under 
Carver  should  be  contirmed  in  their  title. 

Dr.  Peters  himself  has  made  oath  that  he  was  in  London  in  the  year  1774,  and  was  present  when 
Carver  solicited  of  the  King  a  ratilication  of  his  title;  that  after  much  inc[niry  and  deliberation,  the  King 
g-avc  him  as  a  gratuity  £1.373  li.s'.  8(7.,  and  ordered  him  to  prepare  to  piroceed  to  New  Orleans  in  the 
ensuing  dune,  with  1.50  men,  to  take  possession  of  his  grant;  that  when  thing's  were  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion, the  news  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was  received,  which  entirely  proliil)ited  the  projected  voyage. 
These  facts,  with  many  others  not  supposed  by  the  committee  necessary  to  be  detailed,  were  sworn  to  by 
Dr.  Peters  in  the  year  180(!,  at  which  time  the  heirs  of  Carver  petitioned  Congress,  and  also  again  on 
September  25,  1824. 

It  is  stated  to  the  committee  that  the  original  deed  which  had  been  left  with  Dr.  Lettsoin,  of  L(,iudon, 
was  supposed  to  have  been  stolen,  and  is  lost,  and  that  the  copy  which  appeared  in  the  first  editions  of 
Carver's  Journal  is  correct. 

Dr.  Peters  submits  sundry  letters  which  he  has  at  different  times  received  from  gentlemen  in  the 
Upper  Mississippi  country.  One  appears  to  liave  been  written  from  the  Falls  of  Black  river,  on  November 
10,  1819,  by  Constant  A.  Andrews.,  who  states  that  a  few  daj's  before  he  had  put  in  operation  a  saw-mill 
30  or  40  miles  from  Lake  Pepin,  in  an  eastwardly  direction;  that  seven  chiefs  of  the  Sioux  nation  gave 
him  permission  to  settle  and  remain  there  for  five  years,  which  term  the  cliief  Lefoy  extended  forever.  He 
informs  Dr.  Peters  that  it  is  certain  the  chiefs  Lefoy,  Petit  Corbeau,  and  lied  Wing,  admit  the  validity  of 
the  grant  to  Carver.  Another  correspondent,  of  the  name  of  Keyes,  writes  to  Dr.  Peters  from  Prairie  du 
Chien,  on  June  7,  1818,  that  he  had  seen  Red  Wing,  who  had  a  distinct  recollection  of  Carver;  that  this 
chief  informed  him  the  Snake  and  Tortoise  who  signed  Carver's  deed  were  his  uncles,  and  that  he  was 
willing  to  sanction  their  acts,  although  he  could  not  do  so  without  consulting  Lefoy  and  the  Little  Raven 
(Petit  Corbeau)  who  outranked  him. 

Dr.  Peters  himself  makes  oath  that  he  had  seen  Lefoy  and  Red  Wing,  the  heirs  and  succesors  of  the 
two  chiefs  who  gave  Carver  the  deed;  that  they  declared,  through  an  interpreter,  that  it  was  good  and 
valid,  and  the  land  covered  by  it  the  property  of  Carver,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  who  were  at  liberty  to 
take  possession  thereof  in  peace  and  quietness.  The  foregoing  statements  are  tlie  strongest  proof  with 
which  the  committee  has  been  favored  by  Dr.  Peters;  he  had  not  exhibited  the  deed  of  conveyance  to 
himself,  though  it  is  believed  he  has  one. 

This  case  pre,sents  two  questions  for  consideration:  1st.  Did  the  Indians,  representeil  to  be  chiefs 
of  the  Naudowissie  tribe,  execute  the  deed  under  which  the  petitioner  claims  ?  2d.  Assuming  the  fact  that 
they  did,  is  the  government  of  the  ITnited  States  bound  to  ratify  the  claim  ? 

It  appears  to  the  committee  the  proof  submitted  is  of  too  weak  and  dubious  a  character  to  justify 
an  affirmative  answer  to  the  first  question.  To  the  conveyance  there  were  no  subscribing  witness,  nor  is 
it  known  that  Carver  himself  ever  made  oath  to  its  genuineness.  Altliough  he  maj'  have  petitioned  the 
King  tor  relief  in  the  recognition  of  his  title,  there  is  no  evidence  that  his  aj.iplication  was  successful;  had 
it  been,  it  is  presumable  the  exhibition  of  testimony  to  that  efi'ect  would  not  be  difBcult — the  records  of 
England  would  not  he  silent. 

Dr.  Peters  states  that  the  committee  ap]iointed  on  the  part  of  the  Si'ii.at<',  in  180C,  to  investigate  this 
case,  informed  him  that  if  the  successors  of  the  Snake  and  Tortoise  chiefs  would  recognize  the  claim  of 
Carver,  there  would  be  nothing  further  needed  to  sustain  the  petition,  and  that,  in  consequence  iif  this 
information,  he  spared  no  pains  to  obviate  the  difficulty.  As  that  committee  consisted  of  gentlemen  highly 
respectable  for  talents,  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend  the  reason  why  such  advice  was  given.  Surely,  at 
that  period  of  our  government,  a  mode  of  ac(iuiriug  Indian  lands  dii^'erent  from  that  now  pursued  could 
not  have  been  conceived;  it  is  much  more  probable  Dr.  Peters  labored  under  a  misapprehension;  it  seems, 
however,  he  visited  the  I'pper  Mississippi  country  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  Indian  recognititm,  and 
also  had  agents  in  his  emploJ^  Here,  it  may  be  remarked,  the  testimony  he  obtained  is  not  accompanied 
by  those  solemnities  which  are  deemed  indispensable.  The  statements,  with  the  exception  of  his  own,  arc 
not  made  on  oath,  and  his  ought  to  be  excluded  from  consideration  on  the  ground  of  interest.  The  facility 
with  which  interested  persons  or  interpreters  might  practice  frauds  on  the  Indians  demands  the  strictest 
scrutiny;  no  testimony  should  be  received  which  does  not  come  in  an  unquestionable  shape.  If  the  four 
Indians  did  sign  the  instrument  at  Lac  Travers,  as  has  been  represented,  they  may  possibly  have  been 
deceived  as  to  the  contents,  or  been  influenced  by  some  improper  motive.  It  is  scarceh'  supposable  that 
they  felt  themselves  bound  by  a  contract  made  half  a  century  ago.  In  that  region  of  country  the 
aborigines  know  too  well  the  value  of  their  territi;irii.'s  to  dispi.ise  of  them  ^vithoiit  a  suitable  compensation. 
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Captain  Carver's  Journal,  which  was  published  first  in  the  year  1173,  is,  as  the  committee  believe,  entirely- 
silent  in  relation  to  the  "'rant.  He  records  with  some  degree  of  minuteness  many  events  which  took  place 
about  the  time  the  instrument  bears  date.  He  describes  the  country  between  the  Lake  Pepin  and  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony  as  possessing  many  natural  advantag-es.  Indeed,  on  the  very  day  it  appears  to  have 
been  given,  a  council  was  held  at  the  Big  Cave  by  several  tribes  of  Indians;  many  chiefs  attended,  and 
he  delivered  a  speech  which  he  has  communicated  to  the  world.  Is  it  not  a  little  extraordinary  that  he 
should  liavc  forborne  to  journalize  a  fact  so  interesting  to  himself,  tiie  Indians,  and  his  country?  Not 
knowing  prcciselj-  when  the  grant  first  made  its  appearance,  the  conunittee  are  in  nowise  disposed  to  say 
they  are  suspicittus  of  an  antedate. 

To  counteract  the  facts  stated  by  Dr.  Peters  and  his  friends,  the  committee  will  refer  to  a  letter 
addressed  by  Colonel  Leavenworth,  July  28,  1821,  to  the  late  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.  The  writer  informs  him  that  "the  Indians  do  not  recognize  or  acknowledge  the  grant  (Carver's) 
to  be  valid.  They  say  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  chiefs  as  those  who  have  signed  the, 
grant;  that  if  he  did  obtain  a  deed  (jr  grant,  it  was  signed  by  some  foolish  young  men,  who  were  not 
chiefs,  and  who  were  not  authorized  to  make  the  grant." 

Major  Long  and  his  party  ascended  the  Mississippi  river  in  the  summer  of  1823,  and  had  frequent 
interviews  witli  the  Indians  and  their  chiefs.  They  were  at  the  village  of  Red  Wing,  (Aile  Rouge,)  and 
whom  they  generally  call  Shakea;  he  lives  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  a  short  distance  above  Lake 
Pepin.  The  Petit  Corbeau  (Little  Raven)  resides  ten  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's,  and  both 
are  distinguished  chiefs  of  tiie  Dacotas.  Renville,  Major  Long's  interpreter,  whose  mother  was  a  squaw, 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  Indians  on  the  Mississijipi  and  the  rivers  tributary,  near  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony  and  Lake  Pepin.  His  statements  and  those  of  tlie  Indians  induced  Major  Long  and  the  gentlemen 
associated  with  iiim  to  give  the  following  information:  "It  is,  we  believe,  clearly  proved  at  present  that  the 
land  which  he  (Carver)  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  Indians  was  never  conveyed  to  him  by  them. 
Attempts  were  made,  in  1817,  by  two  of  his  grandsons  to  have  the  claim  recognized  by  some  of  the 
Indians  now  living;  tliey  ascended  the  river  when  Major  Long  did,  but  were  not  successful.  An  instru- 
ment purporting  to  be  the  original  treaty  was  afterwards  sent  to  Canada,  and  placed  in  Renville's  hands 
liy  tho.se  wIkj  had  an  interest  in  the  claim.  He  was  requested  to  show  it  and  explain  its  nature  to  the 
Indians,  and  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  confirmation  of  it  from  them;  but,  as  he  informed  us,  he  could  find 
no  individual  among  them  who  had  the  least  recollection  or  tradition  of  this  conveyance,  or  of  the  names 
which  are  purported  to  have  been  affixed  to  the  deed.  The  Indians  say  there  were  no  chiefs  among  them 
of  the  name."  Major  Long  even  doubts  whether  Carver  resided  among  the  Naudowissies  five  months, 
and  assigns  liis  reasons  for  the  opinion. — (See  p.  325,  of  liis  journal  of  1823.) 

Although  a  negative  answer  to  the  first  question  may  seem  to  render  a  further  discussion  unnecessary, 
the  committee  have  tiiouglit  proper  to  offer  a  few  considerations  on  the  second  branch  of  the  inquiry.  In 
the  case  of  Johnsim  against  Mcintosh,  reported  in  8  Wjieaton,  the  question  is  settled  beyond  controversy. 
This  was  an  action  of  ejectment  lirought  for  the  recovery  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  claimed  by  the 
plaintiff' under  a  purchase  and  convej'ance  from  the  Piankeshaw  Indians,  and  held  by  the  defendant  under 
a  grant  from  the  United  States.  Chief  Justice  Marshal,  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  says,  "while 
the  different  nations  of  Europe  respected  the  rights  of  natives  as  occupants,  they  asserted  the  ultimate 
dominion  to  be  in  themselves,  and  exercised  the  power  to  grant  the  soil  while  in  the  possession  of  the 
natives.  These  grants  have  been  understood  by  all  to  convey  the  title  subject  to  the  Indian  right  of 
occupancy.  This  government  has  always  acted  on  the  same  principle.  While  it  recognized  the  Indian 
right  of  occupancy,  it  claimed  the  fee;  and  the  treaties  by  which  we  have  acquired  the  possession  of  such 
extensive  regions  of  country  involve  tliis  principle.  The  consideration  paid  appears  to  be  intended  merely 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  peaceable  surrender  of  the  possession." 

By  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  terminated  in  the  revolutionary  war,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  the  United 
States  a  vast  extent  of  territory  in  the  northwest,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguished. 
The  legality  of  the  cession  lias  never  been  doubted,  nor,  indeed,  can  it  be.  As  the  "Carver  grant"  is 
situated  within  our  limits,  as  defined  by  the  treaty,  we  are  in  the  same  situation  in  relation  to  it  in  which 
was  the  British  government.  Tiie  petitioner  shows  that  Carver  solicited  a  ratification  of  his  claim:  this  is 
conclusive  evidence  that  he  himself  believed  it  defective.  Whether  success  would  have  attended  his 
application  to  the  extent  of  his  wishes  had  hostilities  not  taken  place  is  mere  matter  of  conjecture. 
Certainly  it  is  a  claim,  the  acknowledgment  of  which  bj-  this  government  is  not  founded  in  right.  The 
policy  which  dictated  the  proclamation  of  1763  is  une.xceptioiuible.  By  that  measure  all  private  persons 
were  interdicted  the  liberty  of  purchasing  lands  from  the  Indians.  The  indulgence  of  such  a  privilege,  it 
had  been  ascertained,  conduced  to  serious  difficulties.  The  most  reprehensible  frauds  had  been  practiced 
on  the  natives.  Their  avarice  and  propensity  for  ardent  spirits  had  been  but  too  successfully  addressed. 
At  the  time  Captain  Carver  explored  the  country  about  tlie  Falls  of  St  Anthony,  this  proclamation  was 
recent,  and  in  all  probability  known  to  him.  AVith  this  knowledge  of  the  prudence  and  caution  of  his 
country,  he  was  among  the  first  to  offend. 

Fully  impressed  that  it  would  lie  highly  improper  to  confirm  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  or  that  of  any 
other  person  who  may  attempt  to  profit  by  the  grant  to  Carver,  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following'  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


A  copy  of  a  certificate  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Lettsom,  dated 

London,  January  31,  1840. 

I  certify  that  the  printed  cop3'  of  a  grant  of  land  in  America,  by  two  Indian  chiefs,  to  Captain  Jonathan 
Carver,  deceased,  prefixed  to  his  travels  published  in  London  in  the  year  1782,  was  literally  and  accurately 
copied  from  a  manuscript  paper  in  the  possession  of  his  widow,  JIary  Carver,  who  declared  to  me  that  it 
was  an  original  grant,  conveyed  to  her  husband  by  the  said  Indians  named  in  the  printed  copy,  with  the 
fac  simile  or  mark  of  each  Indian. 

JOHN  COAKLEY  LETTSOM. 

Attest:  Samlei,  Peters. 


A  true  copy  of  a  paiier  sent  to  me  from  Loudon  by  Mrs.  Martha  Pope. 


London,  January  31,  1804. 
SAMUEL  HARRISON. 


1825.J  INDIAN  GRAN  T  T  0  (,!  A  I'  T  A  I  N  C  A  U  V  K  K  . 


A  copi/  of  ail  ajfhlavil  '/  th'  Benrnid  S.  J''iri:<.  LI..  IK,  w,;/  A,  );„■/■,•„)„   /.muhm   in  ISlV). 

TliL>  Koveivml  Siumiol  rctci-.s,  LL.  D.,  tcslilics  ami  s;iys  lliat  lie  was  inl  iinalcly  aiN|u;iiiil(M|  will, 
Captaiu  Jonatlum  Carver,  in  L.iiuloii,  IVum  January,  1775,  until  .lainiaiy  :il,  ITSd,  when  said  t'arvcr  di,.!, 
ami  was  burii'd  in  tlic  parish  of  Shurcditdi.  That  naid  Carver  liften  showed  (,,  the  deii.iuent  his  jiapers; 
anion"-  them  was  a  deed  of  a  lar^'c^  tract  of  laud  lyint;-  on  the  east  side  ,.f  the  Mississippi,  and  adjoininj;- 
to  the'^Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  g-rauted  to  said  Carver  l)y  two  Indian  ehiel's,  and  sig-ned  with  tlieir  si.i^'uets, 
one  marked  in  shai>e  of  a  inud  turtle  and  the  other  a  snake,  with  Indian  ink. 

Said  Carver  told  this  deponent  that  said  deed  was  };vnuino,  and  was  verily  si!;-ned  by  the  two  saehems 

whoso  names  were  annexed  to  their  si-'uets;   and  that    said  deed   had  he.n    laid  before  his  Majesty,  Lord 

Sandwieh    and  L.ird  North,  &e.,&e.,  who  doubted  not  the  authenticity,  thoii-li  without  witnesses,  because 

the  si<"nets  were  marked  with  sucii   ink   as  was  not  known   to   them,  and   could    not   be    mutated,  as  they 

believed    by  any  person   in  Christendom.     That  p,-overnment  promised   him   the  royal  vatdicatKui  ol   said 

deed    aiid  "had  omitted  doins;-  so  only  because  of  the   troubles  then  e-xistiiii;-   in   America,     .\ii.l   tl-- 

deponent  further  says,  that  Dr.  Lettsom  and  this  di'iionent  attended  said  Carver  m  his  last  sickness;   - 

this  deponent  heard  said  Carver  express  his  hopes  that  his  Majesty  would  ratily  the  deed  for  the  tj,v 

his  children  and  for  the  g-ood  of  the  nation;  as  a  settlement  in  that  quarter   by  the   English  would   s 

the  friendship  and  commerce  of  the  Indian  tribes   to  the  Western  ocean,  and   tend    greatly  t<i  civilize  an 

innumerable  multitude  of  innocent  and  ignorant  peoide.     And  furtlier  the  dciioneut  saiUi  not 

c  vAfi'i.'r     1' 


mil 
■■ood  of 
^ecun; 


Sworn  before  me,  at  Union  Hall,  April  l',>,  1S05. 


A  true  copy.     Attest: 

S-VMCEI.    II.MUIISO.V. 


SAMUEL  PETERS. 
PETER  BROADLEY. 


Questions projioxcil  to  tlir  Pwverciul  Dr.  Samuel  Peters  before  the  honorable  committee  from  the  Senate,  to  irhrjm 
icas  referred  the  petition  of  Samnel  Harri.^on,  prayinej  the  legislature  to  reeor/ni-e  an  Indian  deed  granting 
to  Capjtain  Jonathan  Carver  a  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthonifs  Falls,  in  the  Mis.'^i.^-fippi . 

Question.  How  long  is  it  since  yon  knew  Captain  Jonathan  Carver? 

Ansu-er.  I  knew  Captain  Jonathan  Carver  in  1755,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

Que.^tion.  How  long  did  yon  know  him  in  England  ? 

Answer.  Ever  since  my  second  arrival  in  London,  1774,  until  January  31,  1781),  wlien  he  died. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  an  Indian  deed  of  some  land  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls  given  by  two 
sachems  to  Captain  Carver? 

Ans7cer.  Captain  Carver  showed  to  mc  at  London  a  deed  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  eastwardly  of  St. 
Anthony's  Falls,  in  A.  D.  1775.  signed  with  the  signets  of  two  chiefs  of  tlie  Naudowissie  nation,  dated  at 
the  Great  Cave,  May  1,  A.  D.  1767.     The  signets  were  a  tortoise  and  a  snake. 

Question.  By  whom  w'as  it  written? 

Answer.  The  names  of  the  two  Indian  chiefs  anil  the  deed  were  in  the  handwriting  of  Captain  Carver, 
without  any  witnesses  to  the  deed. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Captain  Carver  tell  the  reason  wliy  no  witnesses  were  annexed  to  the 
deed? 

An.<wer.  Yes;  I  asked  him  why  he  had  no  witnesses  to  his  deed?  He  replied:  I  hail  with  me  only- 
one  Canadian  Frenchman  and  one  Indian  guide,  neither  of  whom  could  read  or  write;  and  if  they  had 
made  their  marks  I  must  have  written  their  names;  therefore  I  thought  the  signets  of  the  Indian  chiefs 
would  be  better  proof  to  the  Naudowissie  tribe  than  all  other  proofs. 

Question.  Do  you  not  tliink  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  deed  was  a  forgery  by  Captain  Carver;  if 
not,  what  arc  your  reasons  ? 

Anneer.  Xo;  because  Cajdain  Carver  always  supported  a  moral  and  rcligimis  character  both  in  New 
and  Old  England;  and  he  told  me  the  signets  were  verily  made  by  the  two  sachems.  Besides,  Captain 
Carver  was  a  man  of  great  abilities  and  good  sense,  which  would  teach  him  that  ho  could  have  no 
interest  or  advantage  by  a  forged  deed  had  it  been  ratified  by  the  British  government  on  his  petition  in 
1770;  for  the  Indians  would  not  have  suflered  him  to  take  possession  of  a  territory  of  theirs  under  a  false 
deed,  which  Carver  well  knew;  and  yet  he  petitioned  the  British  government  to  ratify  the  said  Indian 
deed  to  him,  that  he  might  go  and  take  possession  of  said  land  in  a  legal  manner  to  recompense  him  for 
all  his  dangers,  travels,  and  expense.  Further,  had  Carver  known  the  deed  to  be  a  forgery  he  would 
have  asked  for  a  2}ecuniary  reward  for  his  discoveries  instead  of  asking  for  a  ratification  of  a  false  deed, 
which  he  knew  could  never  be  of  any  use  or  benefit  to  himself  or  heirs.  Carver  petitioned  for  a  ratifica- 
tion of  his  deed  that  he  might  go  and  settle  under  the  crown  on  the  territory,  according  to  his  agreement 
with  the  Indians  in  1767,  and  did  not  petition  for  a  2iecuniai'y  rcirard,  which  he  might  have  received. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  other  writing  of  Captain  Carver  besides  that  deed  from  the  Indians 
to  Carver  ? 

Answer.  Y"es;  many. 

Question.  Does  this  writing  look  like  Captain  Carver's  writing?* 

Ansiver.  Yes;  and  I  know  it  to  be  his  handwriting  as  well  as  I  know  my  own  writing. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  Captain  Carver  petitioned  the  British  government  for  a  ratification  of 
an  Indian  deed  to  Carver  of  some  land  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls  ? 

Ansu-er.  In  the  j-ear  1775  Captain  Carver  showed  mc  a  copy  of  a  petition  of  his  to  the  British 
government,  praying  for  a  confirmation  of  a  deed  from  two  sachems  of  the  tribes  of  the  Xaudowissies  of 
a  large  tract  uf  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississip]ii  river,  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  which  was  founded 
on  the  Indian  deed  dated  May  1,  1767.  He  begged  my  influence  witli  Lord  Noith,  Lord  Dartmouth,  and 
Lord  Sandwich,  to  have  it  ratified  as  soon  as  possifile. 

Q'uestion.  Did  you  advocate  Carver's  petition  with  tliosc  lords? 

■-'Here  was  presented  a  part  of  a  lctJ:er  to  liis  wife,  dated  London,  September  19,  1770. 
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Aiiturer.  Yes;  and  but  for  the  Declaration  of  Lidepentlence  of  tlie  thirteen  States  of  America  in  1176 
his  petition  would  have  been  granted;  and  Captain  Carver,  with  myself  and  others,  should  have  sailed  to 
New  Orleans  to  explore  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  to  their  sources,  according  to  our  appoint- 
ment under  the  British  government. 

Qwdion.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  doubt  was  entertained  by  the  above-named  lords,  or  any  other 
person  in  England,' respecting  the  authenticity  ol  the  Indian  deed  to  Captain  Carver? 

Annwer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  AVho  attended  Captain  Carver  wlien  he  died;  and  what  did  Carver  tlien  say? 

Ansurr.  Dr.  Lettsom  and  myself,  and  Carver  committed  his  papers  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  and  wished  that 
Lcttsom  and  I  might  pursue  the  })etition,  and  secure  the  ratification  of  the  Indian  deed  for  the  benefit  of 
his  children  and  country. 

Ques/ion.  What  toi'ik  (ilace  after  Captain  Carver's  death  touching  the  territory  ? 

Ansiirr.  Dr.  Lettsom  hired  an  engraver  to  take  otf  the  signets  of  the  two  Indian  chiefs,  and  liad 
them  printed,  with  the  Indian  deed  to  Carver,  in  tlie  third  edition  of  Carver's  Travels;  and,  in  1783,  the 
merchants  of  London  petitioned  Lord  Shclbourno  not  to  form  a  peace  without  saving  to  the  British 
merchants  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters  for  the  sake  of  the  peltry  and  fur  trade; 
and  the  merchants'  petition  was  granted. 

Question.  After  the  peace  of  1783  what  followed  respecting  the  Mississippi  and  Carver's  claim  ? 

Ansiuer.  The  merchants  of  England  met  and  agreed  to  send  a  number  of  persons  up  the  Missouri  and 
the  Mississippi  to  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  (among  whom  I  was  one;)  and  failed  only  because  of  the  armament 
against  Spain  and  then  against  Russia. 

Question.  Dr.  Lettsom  says,  in  his  third  edition  of  Carver's  Travels,  that  the  original  deed  was  in  his 
possession  in  17y2;  do  you  know  why  tliat  original  deed  has  been  missing  ? 

Ansiccr.  In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  S.  Harrison,  esq.,  I  applied  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  iu  1804,  for 
the  original  deed,  in  order  to  send  it  to  Rufus  Carver,  of  Vermont  State;  and  Dr.  Lettsom  said  it  had 
been  taken  out  of  his  possession  by  some  person  not  in  his  power  to  discover;  yet  he  had  reason  to 
believe  one  of  liis  servants  had  been  hired  to  steal  it,  because  all  other  papers  belonging  to  Carver  were 
still  with  him. 

Question.  What  use  could  any  one  make  of  said  Indian  deed  after  stealing  it? 

An.-iux'i:  Mr.  C.  &  Co.,  as  I  was  told  by  Dr.  Lettsom  and  others,  believed  the  land  in  question  lielonged 
to  Martha  Carver,  who  was  deemed  the  only  child  surviving  Captain  Carver.  On  that  ground  Mr.  C.  &  Co. 
induced  JIartha  to  leave  the  house  of  lady  Pearson,  her  benefactrix  and  foster-mother,  who  had  adopted 
Martlia  as  her  own  child,  and  clandestinely  to  marry  a  young  sailor,  and  then  prevailed  on  her  and  her 
husband  to  take  letters  of  administration  at  Doctor's  Commons  on  Captain  Carver's  estate.  The 
next  day  C.  &  Co.  prevailed  on  Martha  and  her  husband,  as  administrators,  to  constitute  Mr.  C.  their  agent, 
and  by  the  same  instrument  sold  and  conveyed  all  the  territory  mentioned  in  the  Indian  deed  to  Captain 
Carver,  reserving  only  one-tenth  to  Martha  and  her  husband. 

Question.  After  the  sale  of  the  land  to  C.  &  Co.  what  was  done  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  C.  &  Co.  sent  Mr.  Clark  with  goods  and  money,  nearly  the  value  of  £2,000  sterling,  to 
New  York;  and  from  thence  he  was  ordered  to  visit  the  Naudowissies  and  procure  a  new  deed  of  the  land 
to  Mr.  C.  &  Co.  Clark,  on  his  route  towards  Niagara,  was  murdered  and  robbed,  and  the  murderer  was 
discovered  and  hanged  at  Albany. 

Question.  Wliat  eflect  had  the  death  of  Mr.  Clark  with  the  claim  and  deed  given  to  Carver  by  the  two 
Indian  chiefs  ? 

Ansu-er.  That  sad  catastrophe  of  Mr.  Clark  proved  fatal  to  Mr.  C.  &  Co.,  as  was  believed  by  Sir  Richard 
Pearson,  Dr.  Lettsom,  Dr.  Pearson,  and  others;  for  it  was  their  opinion  that  Mr.  Clark  had  the  original 
deed  with  him  when  he  was  murdered  and  robbed,  and  therefore  C.  &  Co.  ceased  to  pursue  Carver's  claim 
any  further. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  C.  &  Co.? 

Ansu'e7\  I  know  Mr.  C.  only. 

Question.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  C.  for  the  original  deed  ? 

Ansicer.  I  asked  him  for  the  original  deed,  and  he  declined  giving  me  an  answer,  but  said  he  had 
laid  out  above  £3,000  sterling  for  his  share  in  that  business  of  Captain  Carver. 

SAMUEL  PETERS. 

City  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

Personallj'  appeared  the  Reverend  Dr.  Peters,  who  signed  the  above  answers  in  my  presence,  and 
made  oath,  on  tlie  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God,  that  the  answers  given  to  the  preceding  questions 
contain,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  trutli,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

Sworn  March  2'.),  180(>,  before 

WILLIAM  THORNTON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  affidavit  contained  on  these  sheets,  and  signed  Samuel  Peters,  was,  in  substance,  testified  by  him 
before  the  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Harrison,  agent  for  the  heirs  of 
Captain  Jona.  Carver,  and  it  was  sworn  to  before  Mr.  Justice  Thornton,  because  the  committee  conceived 
they  had  not  autliority  to  administer  an  oath. 

ISRAEL  SMITH,  Chairman. 

Washington,  Ajirii  25, 180G. 


Prairie  du  Chien,  February  1,  1819. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  ilann  arrived  here  last  summer  and  is  still  waiting.  He  found  the  Indians  were 
willing  to  give  up  the  lands.  He  immediately  sent  to  his  brother-in-law  to  get  permission  to  hold  a  council 
with  them;  has  not  got  any  return  as  yet.  You  have  proliably  got  the  certificates  of  D.  Campliell,  of 
Lcfoy,  and  Red  AYing.  I  can  say  but  little  more.  Red  Wing,  when  here,  always  called  on  me  every  day. 
Says  to  every  one  that  the  land  belongs  to  us,  and  we  must  have  it.  I  have  made  him  and  his  family 
what  little  presents  I  could.     Red  Wing,  when  here,  soon  after  you  left  here,  insisted  to  go  to  Mr.  Balvoin's 
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and  tell  him  the  situation  of  it.  lie  went.  Mr.  Balvoin  asked  liini,  in  presenee  of  Captains  llicknian  and 
Aniisti-ong-,  if  he  knew  auvtliinj;-  rcsiie.-tin-  the  sale  to  Carver,  ■<v  deed  l.eing-  -iven.  lie  saiii,  he  l)ein.Lj,- 
voun"-  did  not  recollect  anything  of  any  papers,  hut  know  that  his  two  nnek's  --ave  Carvci-  I  ho  hinds. 
"Mr  Ba'lvoin  then  stopped.  Red  Winj;-  wished  to  cxi.hiin  the  wUr.lc  transaction.  Mr.  lialvoin  said  he  had 
nothing  to  do  in  the  business— did  not  like  to  have  any  ni..re  said;  hut  oLscivod,  y,,M  -n  1.,  o-ive  aAvay  all 
your  lands— the  Americans  will  he  so  thick  there  y.m  cannot  live,  Keil  Win--  was  mil  well  salisfieil.  It 
is  now  as  public  and  as  wi41  understood  as  your  newspapers.     It  is  im  harm  tn  talk  d.  Ihcm  now.     Tunes 

have  chan--ed  vcrv  much  since  vou  h'ft  liciv.     Mr.  Keyes  has  ,u,-one  up  to after  timlicr,  in  company 

with  G.  jMcXeir;  asked  Mr.   Bal'voin's  permission.      .Mr.  Balvoin  said  there  was  no  need  o|  any,  as  any  one 

could   go.      When    you  were   here  i no  eould  speak;  hut  now  v.-e   can  say  as    much  as  we  ph'ase.      Mr. 

Johnson  and  1  have  differed  very  much   since  you  h't'l    here;    hut  we  have  all  -iven   it  up,  and  1  now  say 

what  I  please  respectini;-  it.  ,        ,      ,.  ■       i        i      i     ■  •  i 

Mr.  Batelle  has  returned.  First  day  of  January  was  ordered  oil  a,i;-ain;  has  Imilt  lum  a  lioiise  on  a 
small  i.slaiid  about  a  mile  from  Manor,  and  1  am  now  building  a  saw-mill  in  comiiany  with  him  on  Yellow 
river,  under  a  permission  I  obtained  from  the  eommandini;-  oflicer,  which  1  liope  will  lie  a  ruiniing  as  soon 
as  vou  get  here,  which  we  are  anxiously  waiting.  For  my  own  part  1  ai)|irehend  no  dillieulty,  if  you 
obtain  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  can  make  them  some  presents.  The  young  Indians 
have  asked  Lefoy  and  the  other  chiefs  to  try  to  get  two  boat  hiads  of  g.iods  if  possibh-.  I  have  wrote  to 
Mr    TnthiU, 

I  am,  as  ever,  yours, 

CONSTANT  A.   ANDREWS. 

Rev.  S.  Peters. 

X.  B. ;Mr.  Johnson,   iu  one  of  our  spats,  said,  if  you   obtained   permission  from   the  Secretary  there 

would  be  no  difliculty. 


F-VLLs,  BlacL  BiLrr,  November  10,  1819. 

De.vr  Sir:  On  the  second  day  of  Novembev  I  set  a  saw-mill  a  running,  not  much  inferior  to  any  in  the 
I'nited  States.  This  river  takes  its  ri.sc  near  the  northeast  corner  of  your  tract.  The  mill  is  about  thirty 
or  forty  miles  east  from  Lake  Pepin. 

The  Sioux  very  willingly  gave  us  permission  to  come  here.  There  were  seven  chiefs  in  council; 
Lefoy  was  not  there.  Theseven  gave  us  five  years.  Lefoy  came  soon  after,  and  gave  it  forever.  I  am 
very  much  pleased  with  my  situation.  I  was  obliged,  on  account  of  iron,  to  go  to  the  prairie  once,  but 
was  overjoyed  on  my  arrival  back,  and  now  regret  to  leave  sight  of  the  mill.  There  is  a  fort  built  at  the 
mouth  of  St.  Peter's  river.  Perseverance  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  get  possession  now.  The  commanding 
officer  lets  any  one  go  that  wishes.  ^Mr.  Faribault  has  gone  with  his  family  upi  a  little  above  Lake  Pepin. 
All  mountains  have'become  plains,  and  all  our  paths  are  peace.  Your  return  AVould  be  more  pileasant 
than  before.     We  have  been  expecting  you  this  last  summer  very  much. 

Y"ou  will  have  no  better  time  than  the  present  to  settle  your  lands.  The  Indians  are  now  willing. 
They  give  up  the  idea  of  living  here,  except  the  old  ones. 

If  you  see  Julius,  or  can  send  to  him,  I  wish  you  would  urge  him  to  come  here,  as  I  cannot  do  all  the 
business  myself. 

If  tlie  company  intend  me  to  take  part  of  the  tract,  I  sliall  be  ready  to  meet  their  wishes.  If  I  could 
get  Julius  here,  I  would  take  time  to  explore  the  whole  tract. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  if  Lefoy.  Curljo,  and  Red  Wing  acknowledge  the  grant  to  Carver,  for  my  own 
part  I  don't  see  who  can  get  it  from  us.  I  am  willing  to  risk  a  suit  on  mj^  part  for  the  title,  if  the  United 
States  wisli. 

I  am,  as  ever,  j-ours, 

CONSTANT  A.  ANDREAVS. 

Rev.  S.  Peters. 

N.  B. — I  shall  expect  you  in  tlie  spring.  Do  bring  Julius  P.  Andrews  with  ycm.  Here  1  am  luqipy  to 
live;  here  I  am  willing  to  die. 


Prairie  du  Chien,  June  7,  1818. 

Reverexd  Axn  Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  improve  the  first  opportunity  of  conveying  a 
letter  to  you  by  the  way  of  Mackinaw,  and  with  greater  pleasure,  as  I  can  speak  with  confidence  on  the 
prospect  of  a  speedy  acknowledgment  of  "Carver's  purchase"  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Sioux  nation.  Aliout 
the  first  of  June,  Red  W^ng  (the  chief  who  resides  at  Lake  Pepin)  arrived  here,  and  encamped  on  the  island 
opposite  the  town.  We  have  had  several  private  interviews  with  him,  and  the  substance  of  our  intelligence, 
as  interpreted  by  Mr.  Campbell,  is  as  follows: 

That  the  land  from  St.  Anthony's  Falls  to  Lake  Pepin  (saving  Carver's  claim)  is  the  property  of  him 
and  the  Little  Crow.  The  chiefs  who  signed  Carver's  deed  (the  Tortoise  and  Snake)  were  his  uncles. 
Ue  well  remembers  Carver  and  the  sale  of  the  laud;  says  he  is  willing  to  confirm  the  deed  of  his  ancestors, 
but  says  he  must  first  consult  Lefoy  and  Curbo,  who  rank  before  him.  lie  has  proceeded  up  the  river, 
and  promised  to  return  with  Lefoy  the  latter  end  of  this  month. 

He  appears  to  be  between  60  and  70  years  of  age;  is  reputed  by  those  wlio  know  him  to  be  an  honest 
man,  and  that  his  word  may  be  depended  on. 

I  regret  your  absence  at  this  time,  as  your  age  corresponding  with  theirs,  and  being  the  immediate 
representative  and  accjuaintance  of  Carver,  I  think  would  inspire  them  with  greater  confidence.  However, 
we  will  manage  as  well  as  we  can;  and  I  think  you  will  only  liave  ti_>  wait  the  permission  of  our  govern- 
ment to  take  possession  of  your  right. 

Since  you  left  this  place  there  have  been  seven  arrivals  at  difierent  times  from  St.  Louis,  among  whom 
were  Mr.  Balvoin,  (who  is  now  Indian  agent  and  a  civil  magistrate,)  Colonel  McNeir,  Major  Fowler,  Mr. 
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Sluiw,  and  Lieutenant  tnow  Captain)  Hickman  and  lady.     In  two  hours  after  his  arrival,  Colonel  Chambers 
started  for  St.  Louis;  whether  he  will  return  I  do  not  know.     Hickman  now  commands  this  post. 

On  the  25tli  ultimo  I  commenced  a  school  in  this  village;  have  about  thirty  scholars,  mostlj'  bright 
and  active,  at  two  dollars  per  month.  I  board  with  your  old  landlord,  Mv.  Faribault,  but  have  to  regret 
the  loss  of  your  comjjany. 

I  have  engaged  for  three  months,  and  before  the  expiration  of  that  time  I  trust  j'our  business  will  be 
amicably  settled  with  the  Indians. 

Dear  sir,  accept  my  best  wishes  fur  your  welfare;  hope  you  had  a  pleasanter  passage  returning  than 
you  had  coming  out;  that  j'ou  met  with  a  welcome  reception  among  j'our  friends  I  have  no  doubt.  May 
God  preserve  j-our  life  for  the  benefit  of  mankind;  and  when  the  measure  of  your  useful  days  is  filled,  the 
possession  of  a  self-approving  conscience  will  l.ilunt  the  sting  of  death,  and  waft  your  welcome  spirit  to 
realms  of  endless  happiness  and  peace. 

My  respects  to  your  son  and  his  amiable  familj',  with  whom  I  liad  tlie  pleasure  of  a  short  acquaintance; 
likewise  to  all  your  friends  who  feel  solicitous  of  your  welfare. 

I  conclude,  liy  respectfully  subscribing  myself  ever  yours  to  serve, 

WILLAKD  KEYES. 

Rev.  Dr.  S.  Peters. 

P.  S. — I  would  just  mention  to  you  that  Mr.  Tuthill's  character  has  been  roughly  handled,  especially 
since  Major  Fowler's  arrival;  they  say  he  has  nearly  ruined  him.  I  have  made  no  inquiries  on  the  subject, 
but  expect  he  will  have  to  bear  all  the  blame,  whether  guilty  or  not.  I  hope  you  will  not  mention  this  to 
his  discredit,  but,  if  you  please,  tear  it  off'. 

June  10.  Mr.  Crooks  arrived  yesterday,  ten  days  from  Mackinaw;  said  he  met  you  in  good  health. 
Ue  jiroceeds  from  here  to  St.  Louis.  I  have  nothing  new  to  write,  but  shall  close  my  letter  this  morning 
and  forward  it  l)y  Jlr.  Palen.  Hope  j'ou  will  be  kind  enough  to  \vrite  when  convenient.  May  the  bless- 
ings of  God  attend  you. 

Yours,        '  W.  KEYES. 


January  3,  1820. 

Eeverend  and  Dear  Sir:  I  took  your  letter  from  St.  Louis  post  office  but  a  few  days  since,  dated 
January  22,  1819.  The  negligence,  of  postmasters  in  detaining  or  delaying  letters  thus  almost  a  year 
cannot  bo  too  severely  reprobated.  However,  at  this  late  period  I  would  congratulate  you  on  your  safe 
arrival  among  j'our  friends  and  family.  I  am  highly  gratified  to  discover  in  your  style  of  writing  that 
persevering  jjrinciple  which  has  ever  marked  your  conduct,  and  will,  in  the  end,  I  hope  and  trust,  ulti- 
mately succeed. 

During  the  summer  of  1818  I  wrote  two  letters  to  you,  in  which  I  stated  what  I  then  had  reason  to 
believe,  from  the  information  of  Mr.  Campbell,  that  your  bTisiuess  might  be  brought  to  a  favorable  issue, 
provided  you  had  the  sanction  of  the  general  government  in  writing;  otherwise,  we  could  go  no  further. 
I  remained  at  Prairie  du  Chien  till  May,  1819,  when,  despairing  of  hearing  from  you,  and  believing  it  to  be 
of  no  use  to  remain  longer  in  this  expensive  place,  I  came  down  the  river,  and  am  now  in  Madison  county, 
State  of  Illinois.     I  have  been  sick  several  months,  but  am  now  gaining  health  and  streng-th. 

Mr.  Andrews  still  perseveres  in  the  Indian  country.  He  has  been  employed  the  summer  past  in 
building  a  saw-mill  on  Black  river,  the  mouth  of  which  is  100  miles  above  Prairie  du  Chien.  I  shall 
forward  the  letter  I  received  from  you  to  him  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  must  now  conclude  by  wishing  you  health  and  Jiapi)iuess  for  years  to  come.     Yours,  respectfully, 

WILLARD  KEYES. 

Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  LL.  D. 


The  deponent,  Samuel  Peters,  clerk  in  holy  orders,  under  solemn  oath  testifies  and  says:  He  was  in 
London,  A.  D.  1174,  and  saw  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  a  native  of  Canterbury,  in  the  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, in  New  England,  and  knew  he  had  laid  a  petition  before  his  Majesty  George  III,  praying  his 
Majesty  to  approve  of  and  ratify  a  certain  deed  of  a  tract  of  land  to  himself,  heirs,  and  assigns  fi:)rever, 
given  by  two  Indian  chiefs  of  the  Naudowissie  tribes,  dated  at  the  Great  Cave  on  May  1,  1767,  lying  on 
the  east  side  of  Mississippi  river,  near  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  and  Lake  Pepin,  which  could  not  be 
approved  of  or  ratified  by  any  governor  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  North  America,  because  the 
land  laid  not  within  any  I5ritish  colony;  and  all  governors  were  forbid  by  a  proclamation  of  King  Charles 
II,  dated  October  7,  1G63. 

The  deponent  saith  further,  that  the  King  and  lords  of  his  council  held  a  court  in  the  month  of 
February,  A.  D.  1775,  on  the  petition  of  said  Carver,  and  ordered  said  Carver,  Mr.  Iron,  Carver's  counsellor, 
learned  in  the  law,  and  this  deponent,  to  attend,  and  they  obeyed.  The  court  asked  said  Carver:  Is  this  your 
petition?  Carver  answered,  yes.  The  court  asked  Carver:  Is  this  deed  from  the  two  sachems  to  you 
genuine,  bona  fide,  upon  your  honor?  Carver  answered,  j'es;  genuine,  bona  fide,  upon  my  honor.  After 
many  other  questions  to  Carver,  the  court  asked  Mr.  Iron:  As  you  have  drawn  Carver's  petition  and  seen 
all  his  papers,  have  you  discovered  any  reason  why  the  prayer  of  Carver's  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted? 
Mr.  Iron  answered,  I  have  not. 

The  court  then  asked  this  deponent:  How  long  have  you  known  the  petitioner  and  his  character?  The 
deponent  answered,  from  A.  D.  1754;  he  was  born  in  Canterburj',  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  near  where 
I  was  born;  he  is  great  grandson  of  John  Carver,  the  first  English  governor  that  settled  Plj^mouth,  in 
New  England,  A.  D.  1620.  He  served  as  captain  under  General  Lyman,  in  Connecticut  troops  against 
Canada  in  the  war  of  1755,  and  supported  a  brave  character  during  that  war,  and  ever  after  a  moral 
character.  He  served  also  under  General  Wolfe  in  taking  Quebec,  and  under  General  Amherst  in  taking- 
Montreal  and  all  Canada.  He  also  greatly  suffered  at  Fort  William  Henr3^  After  the  peace  made  in 
1763,  he  travelled  in  the  northwestern  part  of  North  America  with  two  servants,  one  a  Frenchman,  the 
other  a  Mohawk,  to  visit  the  distant  Indians,  and  discovered  a  country  where  no  white  man  had  ever  been 
seen  before. 
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Oiieslion  hi/  the  coiirl.  Do  you  bclicvo  the  Iiulians  woiilil  g-ivu  .so  nnirli  laud  to  CaiviT  lur  liis  services 
and  lucseiits?  "  Tlie  deponent  answered,  yes;  for  the  Lidians  are  g;(Miei-iius  ami  i;-ratrl'ul  tn  their  IViinds 
and  lienefuetiirs,  and  Cajjtain  Carver  was  their  friend  and  benefactor,  and  made  |ieuce  between  them  and 
(ither  iKiwerfnl  tribes,  which  was  worth  to  tUeni  ninre  than  the  territory  ,niven  in  their  <leed;  and,  besides, 
the  Indians  had  lands  and  wilderness  enon^^'h,  and  they  loved  Carver  and  wanteil  him  lu  sellle  and  alnde 
with  tlicni  as  a  xwlu'm  and  prdlrctar,  which  he  jironiised  to  do. 

Qiiivlion  l»/  the  court.  Of  what  relij;-ion  is  Captain  (Jarver?  The  de|i..iieiil  answered:  He  is  by 
profession  an  Anabaptist,  and  deemed  to  be  a  o-ood  and  hmiest  man,  and  woitliy  "f  lull  ereilit  in  his  native 

ecpuntrv. 

Then  was  read  Ijord  Amher.st's  certificate,  vi/.:  "  1  knew  Captain  Junalhan  Carv.-r  in  .\iiierica,  of  the 
troops  from  Connecticut,  under  my  eonunand,  to  be  a  liravi'  and  faithful  ollicer  and  soldier." 

Then  Carver,  Iron,  and  this  depontMit  were  ordered  to  retire  into  another  room;  after  some  lime,  were 
ag-ain  called  before  the  court,  and  the  minister  said  td  Cai)tain  Carver:  His  .Nfajesty  has  g-raciously  grante(l 
your  petition,  and  has  ordered  a  gratuity  of  £L373  ^^■•<.  Sd.  to  be  paid  to  j'ou,  and  that  you  prepare  to  sail 
ibr  New  Orleans  next  June,  and  take  possession  of  your  territory,  witli  one  Iiunilrcil  audji/h/  men,  of  whom 
you  will  be  connnander;  and  his  Majesty  will  provide  ships,  men,  and  necessaries  to  convey  you  tlu>rc. 
Captain  Cai-ver  received  the  money;  and  all  things  were  making  ready  when  news  arrived  of  tin-  Ijattle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  which  put  a  stoji  to  Carver's  return. 

After  leaving  the  court,  Mr.  Iron  said  to  Captain  Carver,  "  I  give  you  jny;  this  is  ratificatidu  sufficient 
of  your  deed  from  the  two  Indian  chiefs." 

Thi.-'  atfidavil  in  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  this  depunent  made  before  Israel  Smith,  .\braliam  Baldwin,  and 
John  Smith,  all  senators  in  Congress,  appointed  by  the  hom.irable  Senate  in  January,  A.  I).  1806,  a 
conuuittee  to  examine  and  report  on  the  claim  and  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  in 
rio'ht  of  their  father,  who  died  in  London  on  January  31,  1780,  and  the  committee  left  it  with  Samuel  Otis, 
esq..  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  which  was  missing  (or  lost)  in  February,  A.  D.  1824,  as  this  deponent  has 
lieen  inlbrmed";  and  so  caused  the  unfavorable  reiK.irt  on  his  petiticui  of  Novemlicr  2'.),  182:>. 

SAMUEL  PETERS. 

Personally  appeareil  before  me,  John  \\'illing.  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  (if  Bergen, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  the  Reverend  Samuel  Peters,  LL  D.,  and  made  solenni  oath  that  the  foregoing- 
deposition  is  true.     Sworn  before  me,  at  Jersey  City,  this  25th  dav  of  September,  1824. 

JOHX  AVILLIXO,  Ju.<lice  of  the  Peace. 
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CLAIMS  TO  LAND  BETWEEN  THE  I!IO  HUXDO  AXD  SABIXE  PJVEKS,  IX  LOUISIANA. 

C05I5[UXIC-\TED  TO  THE    SEX.\TE  .HXU.iRY  .31,    1825. 

Treasl'ey  Department,  Januari/  28,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district 
south  of  Red  river,  prepared  in  obedience  "to  an  act  of  ilarch  3,  1823,  and  an  act  of  May  28,  1824,  sup- 
plementary thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  II.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  the  President  of  the  Senate. 


Southwestern  Land  District,  State  of  Louidana,  Opelousas,  November  1,  1824. 

The  register  and  receiver  of  the  southwestern  land  district,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  the  execution  of  the  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river,"  approved  March  3,  1823,  and  to  the  act  supple- 
mentary thereto,  approved  ilay  26,  1824,  respectfully  report: 

That  pursuant  to  the  abo've  recited  acts,  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into  effi^ct,  tliey 
did,  after  having  given  suitable  notice  to  claimants  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  and  the  object 
thereof,  repair  to  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  and  held  their  session  therein  so  long  as  was  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  performance  of  the  duties  in  said  acts  prescribed. 

'  The  first  object  of  the  board  was  to  ascertain,  from  the  best  sources  within  their  reach,  the  laws  and 
customs  of  the  Spanish  province  of  Texas  as  regards  the  granting  of  lauds,  kc.,^  the  extent  of  the  late 
neutral  territory,  together  with  other  information  necessary  to  a  satisfactory  discharge  of  the  duties 
imposed  upon  us;  for  which  purpose,  in  default  of  every  kind  of  authentic  or  public  data,  we  were  compelled 
to  have  recourse  to  the  knowledge  of  individuals  of  respectability,  who,  from  their  situation  or  pursuits, 
■were  deemed  best  capable  of  throwing  lights  upon  those  points  of  inquiry.  Samuel  Davenport,  Jose  Maria 
Mora,  Jose  Flores,  Gregorio  Mora,  Jose  Bernado  Guitriez,  and  Juan  Cortes,  all  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
to  the  following-  interrogatories,  under  oath,  before  the  board  declared  as  follows.     To  the  first,  viz: 

"Were  you  acquainted  with  the  organization  of  the  government  of  the  province  of  Texas,  the  powers 
and  jurisdict'ion  of  its  officers,  and  its  laws,  regulations,  and  customs,  previous  to  December  20,  1803, 
relative  to  grants  of  land,  or  the  alienation  of  the  public  domain  V 

Anm-er  of  Samuel  Davenport.  "  I  resided  at  Nacogdoches,  in  the  province  of  Texas,  early  in  1798, 
where  I  lived  until  1813;  enjoyed  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship;  became  early  acquainted 
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with  the  internal  or.n-anization  of  that  g-overnmcnt,  and  the  powers  of  its  officers,  regulations,  and  laws, 
relative  to  the  g'rantin,t;'  of  lands  lielong-ing-  to  the  royal  domain." 

Angiar  of  Jo^e  M.  Mora.  "  I  was  burn  ami  have  resideil  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  Nacogdoches, 
province  of  Texas." 

Answer  of  Jose  Florex.  "  I  was,  at  divers  times,  procuradur  of  the  coniun  of  Nacogdoches,  &c.,  and 
have  put  several  claimants  in  possession  under  the  decrees  of  the  lieutenant  governors  and  commandants." 

Answer  of  Gregorio  3Iora.  "  Tiiat  he  was  employed  as  prc.icurador  in  Nacogdoches,  and  knows  the 
powers  of  the  conii'nandants  and  lieutenant  governors  for  the  granting  of  lands  within  that  jurisdiction;  is 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Adais,  and  was  born  in  Nacogdoches." 

Answer  of  Jose  Bernado  Gidtriez.  "I  am  a  Creole  of  the  province  of  New  St.  Andre,  one  of  the  internal 
provinces  of  Mexico,  and  resided  in  the  city  of  EeviJla  until  the  year  1811;  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  laws  and  regulations  tiiat  are  in  force  in  that  province  for  the  granting  and  disposing  of  vacant  lands; 
and  that  they  are  tiie  same  as  recognized  in  the  province  of  Texas,  from  the  titles  and  grants  I  have  seen." 

Answer  of  John  Cortes.  "  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of  the  government  of  Texas  rela- 
tive to  grants  of  land  previous  to  December  20,  1803." 

To  the  second  interrogatory,  viz: 

'•Did  the  lieutenant  governors  and  commandants  of  Nacogdoches  each  ))ossess  the  power  of  granting 
lands  witliin  their  jurisdiction;  if  so,  was  there  no  limitation  in  the  exercise  of  tliat  right?" 

Answer  of  S.  harenporf.  "The  lieutenant  governors  and  commandants  possess  the  power  to  grant 
lands  in  their  jurisdiction;  were  not  limited  by  superior  autlmrity  to  siK.'citic  quantities  in  tlie  exercise  of 
tliat  riglit;  and  were  only  instructed  to  proportion  their  grants  to  the  jirciperty,  force,  stock,  and  merit  of 
the  individual  asking  grants.  The  procurador  del  comun  was  the  oihcer  appointed  to  make  inquiry;  put 
the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the  land  prayed  for,  and  executed  tla^  lieutenant  governor's  and  command- 
ant's orders  relative  to  the  premises.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  grant  large  and  extensive  tracts  of  land  for 
vacliaries  and  stock  ranges,  not  only  in  the  province  of  Texas,  but  in  all  tlie  "  Las  Provincias  Intcrnas;" 
the  raising  of  stock  of  every  description  being  almost  the  only  pursuit  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  that  country." 

Answer  of  Jose  M.  3Iora.  "  It  is  to  my  knowledg'e  that  the  comnnindants  and  lieutenant  governors, 
commanding  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Nacogdoches,  had  the  power  to  grant  lands  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1192,  at  which  time  a  commissioner,  having  special  orders,  came  with  instructions  and  rules  for  the  grant- 
ing of  lands,  which  rules  and  instructions  were  deposited  among  the  public  records,  and  governed  tiie 
commandants  and  lieutenant  governors  in  their  grants  since  that  time.  Before  the  year  1792  the  com- 
mandant of  Nacogdoches  gave  only  permits  to  settle  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation,  or  for  raising  stock, 
without  any  other  title  to  the  property,  which  he  was  not  authorized  to  give.  The  commandants  and  lieuten- 
ant governors  of  Nacogdoches  were  not,  to  my  knowledge,  limited,  in  the  granting  of  lands,  to  any 
specific  quantity,  but  it  was  their  duty  to  proportion  tlie  extent  of  the  grants  to  tlie  circumstances  of  the 
individual  claiming  them,  and  to  that  effect  the  procurador  of  the  comun,  named  to  put  the  party  in  pos- 
session, inquired  into  the  merits  and  circumstances  of  the  applicant;  and  if  the  grant  was  for  stock 
farmers,  it  was  customary  to  extend  the  concession  to  two,  three,  and  four  leagues  square,  according  to 
the  wants  and  merits  of  the  clainuint " 

Answer  of  Jose'  Flores.  "That  liaving  seen  the  answer  of  Jos(!  Maria  Mora,  swears  to  the  same  facts; 
that  he  has  been  procurador  of  the  conuin  of  Nacogdoches  at  divers  times,  and  has  put  several  claim- 
ants in  possession  under  the  decrees  of  the  lieutenant  governors  and  commandants  of  Nacogdoches, 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  country,  and  that  they  are  the  sauu;  which  appear  in  the  titles  of  Pedro 
Dolet,  Jacinta  Mora,  and  others  that  he  has  seen." 

Ansuvr  of  Greyorio  Mora.  "That  having  seen  the  answers  of  Jose  Maria  Mora,  swears  to  the  same 
facts;  that  he  has  been  employed  as  procurador  in  Nacogdoches,  and  that  he  knows  the  powers  of  the 
commandants  and  lieutenant  governors  for  the  granting  of  lands  within  that  jurisdiction." 

Answer  of  Don  Juan  Cortes.  "In  the  year  1805,  and  since,  I  was  informed,  and  knew  bj-  experience, 
that  the  lieutenant  governors  and  commandants  of  Nacogdoches  were  in  no  respect  limited  as  to  the 
extent  of  lands  they  might  concede;  the  quantity  was  always  in  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  applicant, 
and  to  the  nature  of  the  establishment  he  wished  to  make.  If  it  was  for  cultivation  and  raising  animals 
of  all  kinds,  and  the  means  of  the  petitioner  were  known,  they  would  grant  to  him  a  concession  of  from 
one  to  four  leagues  square,  on  which  the  claimant  was  put  in  possession  by  the  syndic  named  for  that 
purpose  by  the  commandant,  who  afterwards  approving  in  writing,  '  la  prise  do  posesion,'  was  considered 
as  amounting  to  a  concession  in  form." 

To  the  third  interrogatory,  viz: 

"  Were  grants  signed  by  the  commandant  or  lieutenant  governor  considered  as  vesting  a  perfect  title 
in  the  claimant,  or  were  they  deemed  merely  inchoate  rights  to  be  perfected  by  a  grant  or  patent  under 
the  signature  of  the  governor  of  the  province  ?" 

Answer  of  Samuel  Davenport.  "AH  grants  signed  and  confirmed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  or  com- 
mandant, executed  in  due  form,  were  considered  as  vesting  a  comiilete  title  in  the  claimant,  without  any 
further  process,  and  were  recognized  as  such  by  the  governor  of  the  province,  particularly  by  Governor 
Salcedo,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  when  at  Nacogdoches,  making  his  provincial  visit." 

Answer  of  Jose'  M.  Mora,  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  Jose  Flores  and  Gregorio  Mora.  "The 
grants  given  and  signed  by  the  commandants  and  lieutenant  governors  of  Nacogdoches,  made  according 
to  the  instructions  wliieli  existed  since  1792,  were  always  considered  as  perfect  titles,  without  any  otiier 
formality." 

Answer  of  Juan  Cetrles.  "Concessions  signed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  or  commandant  were  always 
considered  as  perfect  titles." 

T(i  the  fourth  interrogatory,  viz: 

"What  were  the  limits  of  tlie  late  neutral  territory  as  considered  by  the  ancient  authorities  of  Texas 
and  Louisiana  ?" 

An.'iwer  of  Samuel  Davenport.  "  The  neutral  territory  comprehended  all  the  tract  of  country  lying- 
east  of  the  Sabine  and  west  of  the  river  Culeashue,  Bayou  Kisachey,  the  branch  of  Red  river,  called  01c4 
river,  from  the  Kisachey  up  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Don  Manuel,  southwest  of  Bayou  Don  Manuel,  Lake  Terre 
Noir,  and  Aroyo  Hondo,  and  south  of  Red  river,  to  the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

Ansiuer  of  Jose  M.  Mora.  "I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  the  neutral  ground,  as  to  its  boundaries, 
but  from  the  Rio  Hondo  to  the  Sabine  river  " 

Ansn-erqf  Gregorio  Mora.  "In  the  years  of  1794  and  1795  I  collected  the  tithes  of  all  the  inhabitants 
who  lived  or  who  had  stoclis  west  of  the  river  Culeashue,  of  the  Bayou  Kisachey,  of  the  Bayou  Don  Manuel 


1825.1 


CLAIMS    IN    LoriSlAXA.  91 


and  i;i(i  lldlido,  and  Sdiitli  of  Ked  river,  wliicli  were  at  tliat    time  witliin   the  jm-isdiction  (if  Narng-dcichcs 
and  iin  llio  line  of  tlie  iirdviiice  (if  I^duisiana." 

Did  the  S|ianisii  antlioritios  at  Xaoi-'dcit-lics  cxcrcisr  Jiirisdictinn  over  said  S(M|ic  ..1   rnuntiyr 

.•l/i.s7C<r -//■  Sainiirl  I'airiijniii.  "Tin'  inlialiitants  ,.f  the  ncntral  tcrritdiy  wnv  rcf.i-iiizcd  as  lirl..n,n-inj;- 
I,,  ihr  jurisdi'ftinn  cif  Xarn-diu'lirs,  and  lli.'  Spaiiisli  antlinrities  cimsidcriMl  their  ri.n'iil  i.f  civd  inrisdu-lKin 
n.it  taken  away  by  the  arran-'cmcnt  cnt. ■!■(■. 1  int..  I.ctween  (icncral  Wilkinson  and  (i..\.iiior  llcrrara  in 
thr  v.'ar  .■iglili.Vn  "inuidred  and  six;   vet  il  was  sol. loin  oN.T.-iscI  ..r  .■nl.nv.'.l." 

"it  aiipoais  t..  1.0  a  liistorioal  laot  that  tho  si  lip  ..f  ooniitiy  .  alh'.l  ih.'  n.'iitral  t. ■nil. .ly  was  early 
disi.ntod  hy  til.'  anoient  -■overninents  of  Texas  an. I  Louisiana,  l...th  alternat.dy  assniiun-  an. I  repellin- 
jurisdietiori  over  it;  and  even  after  bolh  |iroviii.-.s  were  unite.l  nn.l.'r  the  d..nnni..n  ol  Spam  th.'  .Iispnte 
did  not  subside,  but  was  kept  alive  and  perp.'lual.Ml  by  the  jealousies  of  the  l...-al  .-onnnandants.  In  this 
.situation  the  United  States  ae.piired  L..nisiana,  an.l  the  subject  of  Controversy  was  n.it  a>;:itate.l  until  th.' 
couveidion  between  (ieneral  Wilkinson  an.l  Wtr  Spanish  comnian.ler,  in  ISOC.  A  copy  of  tins  instrument 
could  not  be  ju-ocured,  but  we  were  inlorin.'.l  by  Mr.  John  Cortes,  a  resp.'ctabi.'  nu'rchant  m  Xat.-hi(oches, 
who  acted  as  interpreter  on  that  occasion,  that  n. .thing- was  therein  dccidi^.l  as  t..  limits;  that  b..th  parties 
shoul.l  withdraw  their  forces  from  the  neutral  ground;  and  that  the  .luestion  of  sovereignty  should  remain 
subject  to  the  amicable  adjustment  of  the  two  superior  g'..verninents. 

T.i  the  lifth  interrogatory,  viz: 

••What  is  the  nature  of  the  s.iil  within   tli.'  late  neutral   territ..ry;  rich  an.l   pr...bictive,  or  p.n.r  and 

barren?"  ... 

A,i:<wn-of  S.  Bai-enport.  •'The  whole  tract  of  country  or  laii.l  williiii  tli.'  n.'iitial  teiritory  is  piiic 
woods;  of  c.iursc  a  poor  arid  soil,  with  a  f.'W  exceptions  of  small  .piaiitilies  t..  be  loiin.l  a.lj..iiiing  to  and 
(111  creeks  and  bayous,  and  fit  for  nothing  but  raising  of  stock." 

An.-^iar  uf  JvM-  Maria  Mora.  "The  soil  of  the  neutral  o-round  is  mostly  pine  lulls,  and  c.msciuently 
very  poor,  and  fit  for  nothing  but  the  raising  of  st.ick,  except  some  spots  on  the  margin  of  water-courses, 
which  can  be  cultivated."  -vr     •     \r 

Amwer  of  Jose  Flores  and  Grn/m'io  Mnra.   Their  answer  is  the  same  as  that  ..I'  J.)s.:  Maria  .\bira. 

Answer  of  John  Cortes.  "'I'Ur  .pialily  ..f  the  lands  in  the  neutral   territ.ny  is  generally  'per.,  tertil.'" 

To  the  sixtli  interrogatory,  viz: 

•'Are  the  public  arcdiive.s'or  rec.n-ds  of  the  jnrisdicti..ii  ...f  Xac..g.l..clies  yet  in  that  iilace?  If  not, 
what  became  of  them,  or  liow  were  they  disposed  of?'' 

Answer  of  S.  Darenport.  "The  pubfic  archives  and  records  of  the  jurisdiction  ..f  Xac.igdochcs  are  not 
at  that  place  at  present.  They  were  removed  and  carried  oil'  by  Don  Jos.-  Moutero  in  1812,  then  com- 
manding at  Xacogdoclies,  when  he  abandoned  that  place  with  his  troops  at  the  ajiproach  of  Guthries  and 
McGee,Vlio  were" attempting  to  revolutionize  tlie  country;  since  which  time  I  had  never  known  where 
those  records  were  deposited,  and  believe,  from  circumstances  and  facts  in  my  knowledge,  that  the  most 
[lart  of  them  \vere  destroyed  at  San  Antonio,  where  said  M.OTtcro  carried  them  to." 

Answer  of  Jose  M.  Moi-a.  •'  Thr  public  records  of  the  jurisdicti.-Ui  of  Nacogdoches  do  not  exist  in  that 
place,  and  it  is  to  my  knowdedge  that  in  1.S12,  wdien  the  commandant,  Don  Jose  Montcro,  left  Nacogdoches 
with  his  troops,  hc'took  away  with  him  all  the  records  and  documents  belonging  to  or  concerning  the 
inhabitants  of  tlie  jurisdiction,  and  I  have  never  known  since  what  had  lieen  done  with  them." 

Ansicer  of  John  Corks.  "The  archives  of  Xacngdoches  were  carried  off  by  the  royalist  authorities  at 
the  time  of  the  invasion  of  1812.  I  kn.)w  that  they  were  never  brought  hack  to  Nacogdoches,  but  I  am 
ignorant  as  to  wdiere  they  now  are." 

1  Henry  Quirk,  of"  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  Ids  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying 
within  the  late  neutral  territory,  on  the  Bayou  of  the  Three  Prairies,  being  the  upper  settlement  on  said 
bayou,  bounded  below  by  the  land  of  Thomas  AVilson,  and  containing  (540  acres,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation  on  and  previ.ius  to  February  22,  1819.  In  support  thereof  the  following 
testimony  was  taken  before  the  board:  "Louis  Latham  and  Jose  Maria  M.ira,  being  sworn  separately, 
say  they  know  the  land  claimed  in  the  notice;  that  it  is  situated  as  therein  described;  that  said  tract 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  cotton,  and 
tobacco  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  the  year  1814;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ments on  the  tract  claimed  may  include  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  acres."  On  this  proof  the  claim, 
in  our  opinion,  ought  to  be  confirmed.    Accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  it  will  be  found  under  the  third  class. 

2.  Louis  Latham,  of  the  parish  of  Natciiitoches,  filed  a  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying 
within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  .m  the  Bayou  of  tlie  Three  Prairies,  bounded  above  by  Thomas 
Wilson  and  below  by  AVilliam" Davidson,  and  containing  640  acres,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation, 
and  cultivation  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  181'J.  "in  support  thereof  the  following  testimony  was 
taken  before  the  board:  "Henry  Quirk  ;ind  J.ise  .Maria  Mora,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed; 
that  the  same  is  situated  as  therein  described;  that  said  tract  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by 
the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  otton,  tobacco,  and  wdieat  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant 
since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  .in  said  tract  may  embrace 
forty  acres."  Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  it  will,  in  the  abstract,  be  found  under 
the  head  of  "third  class." 

3.  Antonio  Le  Rue,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  a  notice  claiming  a  lot  of  land  lying  within 
the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  J.;ihn  Galmond,  and  on  the 
east  by  Francisco  Galmond,  and  containing  about  one  acre,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and 
cultiva'tion  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819.  In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  testimony  was 
taken  befiire  the  board:  "Jose  Maria  Prosel  and  Jose  Strother,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know 
the  lot  of  land  claimed  in  the  foregoing  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  lot  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  those  under  whom  he  claniis, 
by  living  and  cultivating  vegetables  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  and  that  said  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  l.iy  the  claimant,  and  th.ise  under  whom  he  holds, 
sinc'j  that  period  to  this  time."  We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  c.jiilinned,  and  accordingly,  in 
the  abstract,  have  classed  it  with  the  third  class  of  claims. 

4.  Francisco  Grammon,  of  the  parish  of  Natchit.iches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habita- 
tion, occujiation,  and  cultivation,  on  and  previous  to  Feliruary  22,  1819,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  tho 
late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the  Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  claim  of  Antonio  Le 
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Rue,  on  the  north  and  east  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the  following 
testimony  was  taken  before  tlie  board:  "Jose  Maria  Frosel  and  Jose  Strother,  being  sworn,  say  they 
know  tlie  land  claimed  in  the  foregoing  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  tract  was  occupied,  inhaliited,  and  cultivated  by  tiie  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inliabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  improvements  on  the 
land  may  embrace  about  six  acres."  On  this  proof  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed, 
and  accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  have  classed  it  under  tlie  head  of  "third  class  of  claims." 

5.  Henry  Stoker,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late 
neutral  territory,  situate  on  the  waters  of  tlie  Pedro,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board:  "Louis  Latham  and 
John  Luni,  being  each  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Henry  Stoker  in  his  foregoing 
notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  tract  of  land  was  occupied, 
inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  growing  corn  and  cotton  thereon,  on  and  pre- 
vious to  Februar}'  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  said  tract 
embrace  between  20  and  2.5  acres."  On  tins  proof  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  contirmod,  and 
accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  it  will  be  found  under  tlie  head  of  "third  class  of  claims." 

6.  Latney  Parrot,  <if  the  jiarisli  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occuiiation,  and  cultivation,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territiu-y,  situated  on.  the  waters  of  the  Bayou  Buena  Vista,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and 
containing  640  acres.  In  support  of  the  claim  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 
"Louis  Latham  and  John  Luni,  being  each  sworn,  say  that  they  knew  the  land  claimed  by  Latney  Parrot 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  tract  was  occupied,  inhab- 
ited, and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  liyliis  living  and  growing  cotton  and  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabiting,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claim- 
ant since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  thereon  embrace  between 
10  and  15  acres."  We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  it 
will  be  found  under  the  head  of  "  third  class  of  claims." 

7.  John  Lum,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation,  occu- 
pation, and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory',  situated  on  the  waters  of 
the  Pedro  and  Bayou  Buena  Vista,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Bodia  Flores,  west  by  Laplace,  south  by 
vacant  land,  on  the  eastern  boundary  partly  bj'  Andrew  Chamard,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support 
thereof  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board:  "Latney  Parrot  and  Louis  Latham,  being 
each  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Lum  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is 
situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  said  tract  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claim- 
ant, by  his  living  and  growing  cottf)n  and  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present 
time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  tract  claimed  includes  between  8  and  10  acres."  We 
are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have  accordinglj-,  in  the  abstract,  classed  it  with  the 
third  class  of  claims. 

8.  John  Waddill,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  Sabine,  bounded  Ijy  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing testimony  was  taken  before  the  board,  and  filed:  "  vVbsal'on  I.  Winfree  and  Jacob  Winfree,  being- 
sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  AVaddill  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situ- 
ated as  is  tlierein  described;  that  the  said  tract  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant, 
by  his  living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation 
habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  and  Henry  Stoker,  to  whom  said  land 
was  conveyed,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  improvements  on  the  tract  embrace 
about  20  acres. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
"third  class  of  claims." 

9.  Joel  Leakey,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territorj',  situated  on  the  waters 
of  the  Negreite,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the 
following  testimony  was  taken  liefore  the  board:  "Jacob  Winfree  and  Jesse  Yocum,  being  sworn,  say  that 
they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Joel  Leakey  in  his  above  notice;  tliat  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is 
therein  described;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  tiie  claimant,  hy 
Ins  living  and  growing-  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habita- 
tion, and  cultivation  has  been  continued  liy  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that 
the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  the  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have  accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  classed 
it  with  the  third  class  of  claims. 

10.  Samuel  Norriss,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, "situated  on  the  south- 
west bank  of  Red  river,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Francois  Porrio,  south  by  a  lake"  east  by  Leonard  Dyson, 
and  containing  489  acres.  In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 
"Leonard  Dyson  and  Peter  Murjihy,  ln?ing  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Samuel  Norriss 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  sittuited  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  tluit  said  tract  was 
oc'cupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  liy  the  claimant,  by  "his  living  and  growing  corn  and  tobacco  thereon, 
on  and  ])revious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  tract 
claimed  include  about  fifteen  acres." 

AVe  are  of  the  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  liave  accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  classed 
it  under  the  head  of  third  class  of  claims. 

11.  Hugh  McNelej',  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occujiation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  both  sides 
of  a  branch   of  the  Bay(ui  Toro,  bounded   oil    a"ll   sides   by  vacant  lands,  and   co"ntaining  640  acres.     He 
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also  ofleivil  the  rcillowin;;-  tcstiiiumv.  taken  lu'loiv  tlie  l.minl,  in  sii|.|H.rt  ihcivol -.  ■■.!.„  1  Lmkry  iuhI  .lacdb 
Wiiifiw  Uviuii  sworn,  severally  sav  tliat  tliey  know  the  lan.l  clainie.l  l.y  lln-li  \lr\eley  m  Ins  al.ovo 
notice-  t'liat  the  same  is  sitnateil  and  lyin-- as  is  therein  (leserihe(l:  ihal  sanl  lia.l  was  n,TM|.i(il,  inhal.ite.l, 
and  en'ltivated  l>y  the  elainnint,  I'V  his'livin.i;-  an. I  -rowin-  eorn  tliereoii,  .m  ;iii,l  pivvh.us  tn  l',.|,niary  ii, 
isl'i-  that  said  oeenpation,  haliitation,  and  enllivali..n  has  lieen  .■.mlinued  l.y  ih.'  .-hinnanl  sniee  that 
nrri'..'.l  I.,  th.^in-esent  lime;  an.l  that  thi'  ini|.i-..\  .'menls  ..n  Ih.'  Ira.-t  .laini.-.l  luiiy  .iiil.ra.'..  ,il,.,ul  l.ai  a.-ivs." 

On  this  |.r.i..r  w.'  an-  ..i'  opini..!!  this  .•laiiii  i.n.i;ht  t..  !..■  .■.mlirni.'.l,  lui.l  a.-.'.,nhii--ly,  in  ih.'  al.stia.-l,  it 
will  1.1'  loiin.!  .-hisse.l  with  th.-  ihir.l  .-lass  ..f  .■hiiiiis. 

1-'  ('lnisl,.|,her  Antli..ny,  ..f  Ih.  parish  ..f  \ali'hil...-hes,  lile.l  his  n.iti.-.'  ehiiiiiin--,  l.y  viiiii.'  ..I  hal.ila- 
ti.ui  .reennation,  and  eidtivati..n,  a  traet  ..I  lan.l  lyin-  within  th.'  late  n.'nlra!  I.arit.  .ry,  sil  ual.'.l  ,„,  lh.' 
N,H.'reite,  l.el.nv  the  Lewis  IV.rk  ..f  sai.l  liayn,  l...iiii.l.'.l  .m  all  si.les  l.y  vaeaiil  h.n.l,  an.l  .•..nlainin-  nlO 
a, -res  The  elaini  is  snpp..rted  l.y  the  I'olh'iwin.i;-  testiin.iny  tak.'n  I.,  lor.'  ih.'  l...ai.l:  ".l.'ss.'  ^  ...iiiii  an.l 
Jae..li  WinlVee,  beiii!;-  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  kn..w  tlie  lan.l  .•laini..!  l.y  Christ. .ph. ■!■  Auth..iiy  m 
his  above  iioti'ee;  that  the  same  is  sitnated  and  lying-  as  is  therein  deseril..-d;  thai  sai.l  Ira.-l  ..f  lan.l 
was  occuined  inhabited,  and  enltivated  by  the  elaimant,  and  by  th..se  nniler  wli.im  Ur  •■lanus,  l.y  his  livin- 
and  g-n.win.^-'eorn  thereon,  on  and  previons  t.i  Febrnary  22,  ISl!);  that  the  sanl  ..eenpati.m,  liabitati..ii,  and 
enltivation  has  been  continiie.l  by  the  elaimant,  and  by  those  under  whom  he  claims,  since  that  pt^nodt.) 
the   lu-eseiit   time;   an.l  that  the   claimant's   impr..v.-meiits   thereon    at   this  time  embra.-e  ali..nt    thirty-live 

On  this  testimony  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  onglit  to  be  conlirni.-il,  an.l  a.-.-onlingly,  in  the  abstract, 
it  will  be  found  classed  with  the  "third  class  of  claims."  _        ,   •     ■ 

L-).  Sanuiel  Norriss,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Pet.-r  Murphy,  lile.l  his  n.itn.-e  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  habitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situat.-.l  on  the  southwest  bank  of  Red  river,  l...nnile.l  ..n  th.'  east  by  Haptiste  Porrio  and  children,  south 
by  vacant  land,  west  by  James  Plieras,  and  cntaining  i'.lil.Cli  acres.  Tin-  claim  is  supported  by  the  f.)ll..w- 
ing- testimony  taken  before  the  board:  ,     ,    ■ 

"Leonard  Dyson  and  Peter  Murphy,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  th.>  Ira.-t.il  lan.l  .-laime.l  l.y 
Samuel  N.irriss,  as  assignee  of  Peter  Murpiiy,  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  saiiii-  is  situaf.'.l  ami  lying 
as  is  therein  described;  that  the  said  tract  of  "land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  ami  cultiyated  by  the  claimant, 
or  those  under  whom  he  claims,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22, 
181(1;  that  said  occupation,  liabitation,  and  cultivatiiin  has  been  continue. 1  by  tin-  elaimant,  or  those  under 
whom  he  claims,  siiTcc  that  peri.iil  to  the  present  time;  and  that  th.'  claimanl's  iiiipn.v.-ments  ..n  the  tract 
claimed  at  this  time  embraces  about  live  acres." 

On  this  testimony  wc  arc  of  opinion  the  claim  ..light  to  be  c.iiilirine.l,  ami  acdrdingly,  in  the  abstract, 
it  will  be  found  among  the  "third  class  of  claims." 

14.  Leonard  Dyson,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  .>f  Edwar.l  McLaughlin,  fili-d  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue" of  habitati.in.  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  lan.l  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  si"tuated  on  the  waters  of  He.l  river,  on  the  southeast  side  of  a  cut-ofl"  which  forms  Niorriss'  island, 
bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  ami  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following 
testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Samuel  Norriss  and  Peter  ^Murphy,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Leonard  Dyson,  as  assignee  of  Edward  McLaughlin,  and  described  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is 
lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  tract  of  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cidtivated 
by  the  claimant,  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous 
ti)  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  b_y  the  claimant, 
and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  since  that  jicriod  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  impr.ivement 
on  the  tract  claimed  at  this  time  includes  about  five  acres." 

On  this  testimony  we  are  of  opini.m  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  an.l  have,  conseiiuently,  in  the 
abstract,  classed  it  -^vith  the  "third  class  of  claims." 

15.  Nathaniel  Norriss,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchit.iches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occujiation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  what  is 
called  the  Peachtrce  bayou,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  cntaining  040  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Samuel  Norriss  and'^Jean  Baptiste  Poiret,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Nathaniel  Norriss  in  his  above  n.iticc;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  and 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  tiie  claimant,  and  tln.se  under  whom  he  claims,  by  their 
living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  iircvious  t."j  February  22, 1819;  that  the  said  occupation,  habitation, 
and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  or  by  those  under  -(vh.nn  he  holds,  since  that  period  to 
the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  may  include  about  six  acres." 

On  this  testimony  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ouglit  to  be  confirmed,  and  have  accordingly,  in  tlic 
abstract,  classed  it  with  the  "third  class  of  claims." 

16.  Nathaniel  Norriss  and  brothers,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming,  by 
virtue  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  tlie  late  neutral  territory, 
and  situated  on  the  Peaehtree  bayou,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The 
claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Samuel  Norriss  and  Jean  Baptiste  Poiret,  being  severally  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  tract  of 
land  claimed  by  Nathaniel  Norriss  and  brothers  in  their  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and 
lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  said  tract  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimants, 
by  their  living-  and  cultivating-  corn,  tobacco,  and  cotton  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Februarj-  22,  1819; 
that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  Cf.ntinued  by  the  claimants  since  tliat  period  to 
the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimants'  improvements  on  the  land  claime.l  at  this  time  embrace  about 
fifteen  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ..ught  to  be  confirmed,  consequently  it  -will  b.-  i'..uii.l  with  the  "third 
class  of  claims." 

17.  Thomas  Hicks,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situate.!  in  the 
Hickory  Woods,  within  a  mile  of  the  Saliine  river,  about  three  miles  bel.iw  the  mouth  of  the  Negreite 
bayou,"bounded  ou  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the 
following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Joel  Leakey  and  Jesse  Yocum,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  lan.l  claimed  by  Thomas  Hicks 
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in  his  abuvu  notice;  tliat  tlif  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  tlicrein  described;  tliat  said  tract  of  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  by  those  under  whom  he  holds,  by  their 
living-  and  growing-  com  thereon,  on  and  ]u-evious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation, 
and  cultivatii.m  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  and  those  under  whom  he  holds,  since  that  period  to 
the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  iinprovcments  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twenty  acres." 
We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  consequently,  in  the  abstract,  have  classed 
it  with  the  "third  class  of  claims." 

18.  Leonard  Dyson,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  ,i  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  south- 
west bank  of  Ked  river,  bounded  north  by  Henry  Stockman,  northwest  by  Samuel  Norriss,  south  by  vacant 
land,  and  east  by  land  claimed  by  Bajitiste  Porrio,  sr.,  containing  575  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by 
the  following-  testiuiouy  taken  belV>re  the  board: 

"Samuel  Norriss  and  John  McLaughlin,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Leonard 
Dyson  in  his  notice  No.  18;  that  the  same  is  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  tract  was  occupied, 
inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
P'ebruary  22,  1811);  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant 
since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace 
about  five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion,  from  the  proof  adduced,  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  comfirmed,  and  in  the  abstract 
it  will  be  found  among  the  "third  class." 

19.  Baptiste  Poiret,  jr.,  brothers  and  sisters,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  habitation,  occupation,  and  cidtivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  southwest  bank  of  Red  river,  bounded  nortliwest  by  Samuel  Norriss,  and  on  all  other  sides 
by  vacant  land,  and  C(jntaining  040  acres;  in  support  of  which  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the 
board  was  filed: 

"Leonard  Dyson  and  John  ilcLaughlin,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by 
Baptiste  Poin-t,  jr.,  his  brothers  and  sisters,  in  his  above  notice  No.  19;  tliat  the  same  is  situated  and 
lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  tract  of  land  was  occuiiied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claim- 
ants, by  their  living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said'occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  tlie  claimants  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and 
that  the  claiuiants'  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  seven  acrfs." 

We  are  of  opinion,  from  the  proof  adduced,  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  accordingly, 
in  the  abstract,  it  will  apjiear  among  the  "third  class." 

20.  Baptiste  Poin-t,  sr.,  of  the  parish  of  Natchit(jclies,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory',  situated  on  one  of 
the  lakes  of  Ked  river,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  S51.80  acres,  agreeably  to  a 
plat  of  survey  made  by  John  Dinsmore,  jr.,  deputy  surveyor,  dated  October  30,  1823,  filed  wkh  his  notice. 
The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"Peter  Murphy  and  John  McLaughlin,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Baptiste 
Poiret,  sr.,  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  tract 
of  land  was  occupied,  iidiabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  cultivating  tobacco  and 
fruit  trees  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  jiresent  time;  that  the  claimant's  improvements 
on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

AVe  are  of  opinion,  from  the  proof  adduced,  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract 
it  will  appear  under  the  head  of  "third  class." 

21.  Moses  liobison,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territca-y,  situated  on  the  south- 
west bank  of  Ked  river,  on  an  island,  and  bounded  as  described  in  a  plat  of  survey  made  by  John 
Dinsmore,  jr.,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  dated  October  27,  1823,  filed  with  the  notice,  and 
containing  4o5i  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"James  Pharis  and  Peter  Murpjhj',  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by 
Moses  Kobi.son  in  his  aliove  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
tract  of  land  was  occupied,  cultivated,  and  inhabited  bj'  the  claimant,  bj'  his  living  and  growing  corn 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  P\-bruary  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
continued  by  the  claiuumt  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  elaimeil  embrace  aljout  eight  acres.'' 

^^  e  are  of  opinion,  from  the  proof  adduced,  that  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract 
have  clas-sed  it  with  the  "third  class  of  claims." 

22.  Peter  Stockman,  of  the  county  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the 
southwest  bank  of  Ked  river,  Ijounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  except  on  the  west  by  land  claimed 
by  Baptiste  Poiret,  sen.,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claini  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Samuel  Norriss  and  John  McLaughlin,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Peter  Stockman  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  "and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  tract  of  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing 
corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  ])revious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  tlie  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ments on  the  land  claimed  eml>race  about  six  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion,  fnim  the  proof  adduced,  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  accordingly,  in 
the  abstract,  it  will  be  found  with  the  "  tiiird  class  of  claims." 

23.  Jacob  Winfree,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  liis  notice  claiming,  liy  virtue  of  habitation, 
occupation^  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situate  in  the 
Hickory  A\  oods,  on  a  branch  of  the  Negreite  bayou,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before*  the  board: 

"  *^*^9''8"t'  Stewart  and  Jojjn  Waddill,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Jacob  W  intree  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is"  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occujiied  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  1-ebruary  22,  IST.l;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claiuiant 
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siiicc  thai  iicridd  to  tlic  |irrsciil  time;    iiiiil  tlint   tlir  chiinianl's  iin|iio\  (■luciils  (in   tlir  laml  c-laiiiiril  c  iiil.iaco 
alidut   till  acres." 

It  is  aihniltril  llic  tract  lu-r<'  claiinod  was  in.l  "  iiiliabitcil "  liy  t  lie  claiiiiaiit  <iii  or  priur  tn  l-'chruary 
2'2,  ISl'.i;  ami  the  (luestidU  imw  arises,  is  this  eiic-iinislaiiee  essential  to  llii>  \;ilii|ily  <>{'  liis  liLilit?  It  is 
shc'iwii  that  the  land  was  aetnally  elllli\aled  mi  llial  <lay,  ami  ]iriur  Iheretn,  l,y  Ihe  el.-iiiii:i  nl  liiiiiseir;  and 
wi'  think  that,  nut  withstanding-  the  laet  nT  his  li\  in.i;'  with  his  laiiiily  at  a  iiei- hlmi's,  |ieiha|is  I'm-  teiii|Mii  aiy 
linitectiiin  t<V  eunx-eliienee,  he  wolllil  lia\'e  heeii  elililleil,  iiiidei'  the  l;'.  iveniiueiil  at  thai  lime  e\i'|-eisin;i:  the 
siiverein'n  |in\vei-  e\-er  that  traet  nf  ediiiilry,  Id  a  lille.  We  are  ef  (i|iinh.n,  Ihereluic,  Ihis  elaiiii  i.ii^hl  to 
he  ccml'iniied,  and  h;ive,  in  the  ahslrael,  classed   it   with  the  "  tliinl  class." 

•J4.  James  I'iiaris,  oi'  the  parish  el'  N'alehilnclies,  filed  liis  iiidiee  chailiiiiii;',  iiy  \irlne  nl'  h.-ihitatinii, 
ocOMpatioii,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  el'  land  lyiiii;-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  sitiialeil  on  tlie 
southwest  bank  of  Kcd  river,  Imniided  on  the  northwest  by  iMoses  Kobison,  on  the  south  by  vacant  land, 
on  the  southeast  by  Samuel  Korriss,  and  containinij,-  (54()  acres.  Supported  by  the  followin;,;-  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Jloscrt  Kobison  and  Peter  Murphy,  being-  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  kiaiw  the  land  claimed  liy 
James  Pilaris  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
tract  of  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living- and  g-rowin,g-  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Fidjruary  22,  18lit;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation 
has' been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  "that  jierioil  to  the  present  time,  and  that  the  claimant's  imiirove- 
ment  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  coiifn-med,  and,  in  couseipieni-e,  lia\c  lejiorted  it  in  the 
abstract  with  the  "third  class." 

25.  Jose  lines,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  bis  notice  clainnng,  by  ^■irl^e  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  P.ayou 
Santa  15arbara,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing-  (')40  acres.  In  support  of  which  the 
followin,g  testimony  was  taken  before  the  boaid: 

"Louis  Latham  and  A.  Delaserda,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  tli<>y  kiK^w  the  land  claimeil;  that 
the  same  is  situated  and  Ij'ing  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  culti- 
vated by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  pn.'vious  to  February  22, 
1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  clainmnt  since  that 
period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimeil  embraces  about 
seven  acres  " 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  coiitirmcd;  therefore,  in  the  abstract,  it  will  ap]iear  under 
the  head  of  "third  class." 

20.  Atonasio  Delaserda,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natcliitoclies,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
See,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Jose  Ignacio  Estrother,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  sujiport  of  the  claim 
the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Peter  Patterson  and  Jose  Ignacio  Estrother,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land 
claimed  by  Atonasio  Delaserda  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein 
described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and 
•  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  LSHI;  that  s;iid  occupation,  habitation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  ]iresent  time;  and  that  the 
claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

W^e  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed;  therefore,  in  the  abstract,  it  will  appear  under 
the  head  of  "third  class." 

27.  Jose  Estradcr,  of  the  parish  of  Xafchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Payou 
See,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Atonasio  Delaserda,  and  containing  (i40  acres.  In  su)iport  of  which  the 
following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Peter  Patterson  and  Atonasio  Delaserda,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land 
claimed  by  Jose  Estradcr  in  his  above  notice;  tliat  the  same  is  situated  and  lying-  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  by  the  person  from  whom  he 
claims,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Feliruary  22,  1819;  that  said 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  and  by  the  jierson  from  whom 
he  claims,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  tlu'  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  about  eight  acres." 

AVe  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  lie  confirmed;  therefore,  in  the  afistract,  it  will  appear  under 
the  head  of  "  third  class." 

28.  Peter  Patterson,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  \iitiie  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  the  improvement  of  John  Maximillien,  ami  on  all  other  sides  by 
vacant  land,  containing-  040  acres.  The  claim  is  supjiorted  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  Lewis  Latham  and  John  Maximillien,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Peter  Patterson  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhaliited,  and  cultivated  by  the  clainuint,  by  his  living  and  g-rowing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  imjirovement 
on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  continued,  and  consequently  it  ■will  appear,  in  the  afistract, 
under  the  head  of  "third  class." 

29.  Daniel  Waltman,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claimin.u',  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  line  of  S.  Davenport,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  con- 
taining- 040  acres.     In  support  of  which  the  following-  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Lewis  Latham  and  John  Maximillien,  being-  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Daniel  AValtman  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  therein  descrilied;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  liy  those  under  whom  he  holds,  by 
their  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  cultivation, 
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occupation,  and  habitation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  and  others  holdinfj  under  him,  since 
that  period  to  tlie  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces 
about  seventeen  acres." 

We  are  ofopinicm  this  claim  oug'ht  to  be  confirmed,  and  consequently  it  will  appear,  in  the  abstract, 
under  the  head  of  "  third  class." 

30.  John  Maximillien,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Baycju  See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Peter  Patterson,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing 
640  acres.     In  support  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Lewis  Latham  and  Peter  Pattersun,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
John  Maximillien  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living,  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  tlie  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ougiit  to  be  confirmed,  and  C(jnsequently  it  will  appear,  in  the  abstract, 
under  the  head  of  "  third  class." 

31.  Henry  Stockman,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  aiid  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  south- 
west bank  of  Ked  river,  bounded  south  by  Leonard  Dyson,  and  Bte.  Poiret,  sr.,  and  containing  500  acres, 
agreeably  to  a  plat  of  survey  made  by  John  Dinsmore,  deputy  survej'or  of  the  United  States,  dated 
October  20,  1823,  and  filed  witii  the  notice.  Li  support  of  this  claim  tlie  following  testimony  was  taken 
before  tlie  board: 

"  John  McLaughlin  and  Peter  Murphy,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Henry  Stockman  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvement  on  the  land  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed;  it  will  consequently  be  classed,  in  the  abstract, 
with  the  "  third  cla.ss"  of  claims. 

32.  John  Gorilon,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  Sabine,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Samuel  Norriss  and  Nathaniel  Norriss,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
bj' John  Gordon  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  embraces  about  seven  acres." 

Believing  the  testimony  sufficient,  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and,  accord- 
ingly, it  will  be  reported,  in  the  abstract,  with  the  "  third  class  of  claims." 

33.  John  Armstrong,  assignee  of  Charles  Curtis,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situate  on  the  Cass  lake,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The 
claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board:' 

"Leonard  Dyson  and  John  McDanicl,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  John  Armstrong,  assignee,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein 
described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  him,  nnder  whom  the  claimant  holds, 
by  liis  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  since  that  period  to  the  present  time  by  the  claimant, 
and  those  under  whom  he  holds;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  laud  claimed  embraces  about 
eight  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  it  will  appear 
with  the  "third  class  of  claims." 

34.  Cezare  Wallace,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory',  situated  on  a  small 
branch  emptying  into  a  lake  known  as  Cass  "lake,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"  Leonard  Dy.sbn  and  John  Armstrong,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Cezare  Wallace  in  his  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  since  that  period  to  the  present  time  by  the  claimant;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  eight  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  it  will,  in  the  abstract,  appear  under  the 
head  of  "  third  class." 

35.  James  Kirkham,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  laud  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  waters 
of  the  Potrero,  bounded  northeast  and  soutliby  "vacant  land,  on  the  west  by  name  unknown,  and  contain-  _ 
ing  640  acres.     The  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"  John  Laplace  and  Robert  Sharp,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
James  Kirkham  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occui)ied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Febrtiary  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

From  this  testimony  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and,  in  the  abstract,  it  will 
appear  under  the  head  (if  "third  class." 
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3t>.  John  Laplace,  of  tlic  pariuli  of  Natchitoclii's,  filcil  his  notice  cluiniinf;-,  by  virtne  of  liiilji(:i|i(in, 
oe(Mii)ation,  and  onltivation,  a  tract  of  hind  lyinj;-  within  the  late  iientral  tci-rilo|-y,  sitnatrd  on  lh<'  soiilh 
side  of  the  road  leading-  from  Natcliitoclics  to  (laincs'  Kerry,  aliont  three  iiiih's  lieyond  the  Adais  from 
Nati-lntoches,  hounded  on  all  sides  hy  vacant  land,  ami  containing  (140  ata-es.  The  claim  is  sn|Jiiortcil  l.y 
the  f.illowiiii;-  testimony  taken  lud'ore  the  board: 

".lames  Kirkham'and  Itolx'rt  Sharp,  liein;;-  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  lanil  chii d  hy 

John  Laplace  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  anil  lyinj;-  as  is  therein  desca-ilu'd;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inliabiteil,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  livint;-  and  growin.;;-  corn,  \c,, 
thrreon,  on  and  previous  to  February '23,  181 9;  "that  said  <iccu|)ation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  co'ntiinied  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  this  time;  and  that  the  claimanfs  improvi'ijient  on  th(' 
land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

On  this  testimony  we  an'  of  opinion  the  chiini  on,n-ht  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  alistract  it  will 
appear  under  the  head  of  "  third  class.'' 

31.  James  Kirkham,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Thomas  (Jartwrig-ht,  tiled  Ins  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  haliitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  laic  nculral 
territory,'  situated  on  the  Chai'on  bayou,  bounded  on  the  northwest  liy  Henry  Sheridan,  on  all  other  sid<s 
bv  vacant  land,  and  containing  (■)40  acres.  In  sui)port  of  the  claim  the  folluwing  testimony  was  taken 
before  the  board,  in  addition  to  a  (dat  of  survey  made  by  John  Dinsniore,  jr.,  deputy  surveyor  of  the 
United  States,  under  date  September  2li,  18-23,  which  is  tiled  with  the  notice: 

'•  llenrv  Stoker  and  P.obcrt  Sharp,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
James  Kirkham,  assignee,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein 
described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  liy  the  claimant's  assignor,  by  his  living 
and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  tliat  said  occupation,  inliabitation, 
and  cultivurion  has  been  continui'd  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claiujant's  impiove- 
nient  on  the  land  claimed  endiraces  about  tiftecn  acres. 

On  this  proof  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  it  will  a|ipear 
with  the  "third  class  of  claims." 

38.  Benjannn  Wiufree,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  Ijy  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  a 
branch  of  the  Bayou  Ntigreite,  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  Jacob  Winfree,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant 
lanil,  and  containing  640  acres.     The  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board  in  support  thereof: 

"John  Waddill  and  Cieorgc  Stewart,  being  swurn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Benjamin  Wiufree  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn, 
&.C.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cidtivation 
has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  end<races  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  coiitirined,  and  in  the  abstract  it  will  apjiear  with  the  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

39.  ilarian  Sanchez,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 

-Pedro;  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  about  one  mile  below  the  crossing  of  the  main  road,  con- 
taining 640  acres.     In  support  of  which  tlie  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"James  Kirkham  and  Henry  Stoker,  being  sworn,  severally  sa^y  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Marian  Sanchez  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited, .and  cultivated  l)y  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  Ac, 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
continued  bj'  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on 
the  said  land  embraces  about  ten  acres  " 

We  are  of  opinion,  from  the  testimony,  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have,  in  the 
abstract,  reported  it  in  the  "  third  class.'' 

40.  Benjamin  Morris,  of  the  (larish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  purchase,  founded 
on  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated 
on  the  headwaters  of  the  Toro,  in  the  Hickory  Woods,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     In  support  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board  and  filed: 

"Jacob  Winfree  and  George  Stewart,  being  sworn,  severally  saj' that  tliey  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Benjamin  Morris  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  by  thiise  under  whom  he 
claims,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said 
occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  since  that  period  to  tlie  present  time;  and 
that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  eight  acres." 

On  this  proof  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed,  and  have,  in  the  abstract,  reported 
it  in  the  "  third  class." 

41.  Absalom  J.  Winfree,  of  tlie  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
headwaters  of  the  Toro,  in  the  Hickory  Woods,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the 
following  testiuK.iny  was  taken  before  tlie  board: 

"Jesse  Yocum  and  Jacob  Winfree,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Absalom  J.  Winfree  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  by  those  from  whinn  he  claims, 
by  their  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Februaiy  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  since  that  period  to  the  jn-esent  time  by  the  claimant; 
and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  fmr  acres.  N.  B. — 'iocuin 
knows    nothing  of  the  subsequent  improvement." 

We  are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  it  will  be  found  with 
claims  of  the  "  third  class." 

42.  Henry  Stoker,  assignee  of  Alexander  Calhoun,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territoi'y,  situated  on  the   dividing   ridge  between  Ked   river  and  the   Sabine,  bounded  on  the  west  by  .Mr. 
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Davenport,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing-  640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the  following 
testimony  was  taken  befnrc  the  board: 

"  James  Kirkliani  and  Marian  Sanchez,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Henry  f-toker,  assignee  of  Alexander  Calhonn,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated 
and  lying'  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occnpied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant's 
assignor,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said 
occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  bj-  the  claimant,  and  by  those  under  whom  he 
holds,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  abnut  forty  acres.'' 

Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  classed  it,  in  the  abstract,  with  the 
"third  class." 

43.  Badio  Fhircs,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  in  the  town  of 
the  Adais;  bounded  on  the  south  by  John  Luni,  northeast  by  Andrew  Chamard,  north  by  Augustin  T. 
San  Miguel,  and  containing  sixty-three  acres,  agreeable  to  a  plat  of  survey  made  by  John  Dinsmore,  jr., 
United  States  deputy  surveyor,  dated  September  30,  1823,  and  filed  with  the  notice.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Marian  Sanchez  and  James  Kirkham,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Badio  Flores  in  liis  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  ten  acres." 

Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  classed  it,  in  the  abstract,  with  claims  of 
the  "third  class." 

44.  Thomas  Arthur,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  waters 
of  the  Negreite  bayou,  called  the  Long  Prairie  bayou,  near  the  Hickory  Woods,  bounded  on  tlie  south  by 
Jacol)  F.  Winfree,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  btiard: 

"John  Waddill  and  Absalom  Winfree,  being  sworn,  severally  saj'  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Thomas  Arthur  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occuiiiod  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  February'  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  since  that  period  to  the 
present  time  hj  the  claimant;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about 
twenty  acres;  that  the  claimant  has  lived  on  the  land  claimed  since  the  winter  of  1819  and  1820." 

Though  it  is  not  proved  that  the  land  claimed  was  actually  inhabited  on  February  22,  1819,  yet  we 
are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have  therefore  classed  it  with  the  "third  class" 
in  the  abstract — (See  No.  23.) 

45.  Andres  (ialindo,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  bj'  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory-,  situated  on  the  waters 
of  Bayou  See,  bounded  south  by  Simon  Montalgo,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  tlie  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Peter  Patterson  and  (Tuillaume  Bebe,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Andres  Galindo  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  bj'  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  five  acres." 

Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have,  in  the  alistract,  classed  it  with  the 
"third  class." 

40.  Francois  Poiret  and  Moses  Robison,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming,  by 
virtue  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  southwest  bank  of  Red  river,  bounded  east  by  Samuel  Norris,  south  bj'  the  lakes,  west  by 
vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  John  McLaughlin  and  Leonard  Dyson,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Franc;ois  Poiret  and  Moses  Robison  in  their  above  notice;  that  the  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as 
is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimants,  bj'  their 
living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimants  since  that  period  to  the  present  time; 
and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  three  acres."  The  notice  is 
signed  by  F.  Poiri't. 

Moses  Robison,  one  of  the  claimants  here,  heretofore  (No.  21 )  in  his  own  right  before  this  board,  claimed 
a  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  which  was  recommended  for  confirma- 
tii:)n:  and  we  believe  it  was  repugnant  to  the  policy  and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  former  Spanish 
government  to  concede  an  additional  tract  for  purposes  of  cultivation  without  the  applicant's  augmenta- 
tion of  force  or  increase  of  means,  or  other  favorable  circumstances,  were  urged  and  shown.  This  has 
not  been  attempted  here,  and  cannot  be  inferred.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  claim,  to  the 
extent  of  Robison's  interest  or  moiety,  ought  to  be  rejected,  and  that  Francois  Poiret's  claim  for  the 
other  moiety,  or  320  acres,  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  him;  and  consequently,  in  the  abstract,  the  claim  to 
that  extent,  in  favor  of  Francois  Poiret,  will  appear  under  the  head  of  "third  class." 

47.  Michael  Early,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
cultivation,  and  haliitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
San  Miguel,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by 
the  folhiwing  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Peter  Patterson  and  John  Maximillien,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Michael  Earlj'  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  by  those  under  whom  he  holds,  by 
their   living   and   growing  corn   thereon,  on  and   previous   to  February  22,  1819;  that  said   occupation, 
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inliabitatinii,  niul  iniltivatii))!  lias  Imm'ii  iMiitiimcil  l)y  tli<' claiinaiit  since  tliat  prrioil  to  the  |ircsi-iil  lime; 
ami  thai  the  rlaiiiiant'.s  improvciiU'iit  uii  thr  land  clainicd  (.'inliraocs  almnt  I'lnly  acivs." 

On  this  iiroiit'  wo  are  of  opinion  tlio  claim  iin,t;lit  to  he  conlii  incil,  :inil  in  Ihi'  alislraii  il  will  a|i|icar 
unilcr  the  head  "i'  '•third  class." 

■IS  ,I.ihn  Armstrong-,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitochi^s,  assig-nee  nf  d;inies  Anderson,  fded  his  notice 
clainun"-  hy  virtne  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  haliitation,  a  tract  of  land  lyiii'^'  willdii  llic  late  neutral 
territory,'  aiid  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Ued  river,  on  Anderson's  island,  lionnded  en  all  sides  hy  vacant 
land    ai'iii  eontaiiiin>;-   ti40   acres.     Tlie    claim    is    supported   by  the  following-  testimony   taken    before   tin' 

board: 

••.lolin  McLaughlin  aiul  Lemuel  Kyson,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
bv  .Tolin  Armstrong,  assignee,  &c.,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  sitmited  and  lying  as  is  tlierein 
dl>scribed:  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  by  those  under 
wdiom  lie  claims,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819; 
that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  and  those  under 
whom  he  holds,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  ten  acres." 

On  this  priKif  we  are  of  opinion  tin:"  claim  ought  to  be  contirnied,  and  in  the  abstract  it  will  appear 
under  the  head  of  "third  class." 

49.  David  Case,  of  the  parish  of  ^■atchito^■lles,  assignee  of  John  Euny,  iiled  his  notice  (daiming,  liy 
virtue  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  Bayou  See,  now-  in  the  possession  of  John  Euny,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and 
containing  tUO  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  foUo-^ving  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  John  Maximillien  and  Guillaume  Bebe,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  David  Case,  assignee,  &c.,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein 
described;  that  the  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  or  by  those  under 
whom  he  holds,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819; 
that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  and  those  under 
whom  he  liolds,  since  that  jieriod  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  endjraces  about  twelve  acres." 

On  this  proof  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have,  in  the  abstract,  reported 
it  under  the  head  of  "  third  class." 

50.  Henry  Berger,  of  the  parish  of  Xatcliitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Cane 
bayou,  about  six  miles  west  of  Natchitoches,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the  following- 
testimonj-  was  taken  before  the  board: 

'' Joiui  Smith  and  James  Kirkham,  l>eing  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  bj^ 
ilenry  Berger  in  his  notice  Xo.  50;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
tliereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embraces  about  fifty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have,  in  the  abstract,  i-eporti'd  it  under  the 
head  of  "  third  class." 

51.  Henry  Berger,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
Adaize,  and  containing-  640  acres.  In  supjiort  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the 
board: 

"John  Smith  and  James  Kirkham,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Henry 
Berger  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
■was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  through  his  agent,  on  and  prior  to  February  22, 
1819;  that  it  was  inhabited,  (iccupied,  and  cultivated  since  that  period  by  the  claimant,  tlirough  his  agent, 
up  to  the  year  1821,  but  whether  since,  deponents  knows  not;  and  that  the  claimant's  imprijvemcnt  on  the 
land  claimed  may  include  about  seven  acres.'' 

We  have  already  recommended  the  confirmation  of  a  claim,  No.  50,  in  favor  of  the  present  applicant, 
founded  on  occupiation,  habitation,  and  cultivation;  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  recog-nized  in  the 
claim  of  Moses  Robison,  No.  46,  we  are  bound  to  say,  in  our  opinion,  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed,  and  have  accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  classed  it  under  the  head  of  "fourth  class." 

52.  Rebecca  McLaughlin,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  cultivation,  and  habitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
southwest  branch  of  Red  river,  b(ninded  on  the  east  by  Bte.  Poiret,  junior,  brothers  and  sisters,  south  and 
west  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken 
before  the  board: 

"John  McLaughlin,  being  sworn,  says  that  lie  kno-^vs  the  land  clainicd  by  Rebecca  McLaughlin  in 
her  above  notice;  tliat  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  saifl  land  was  occupied, 
inhaiiited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  or  by  her  father,  to  whom  she  succeeds  as  heir,  on  and  previous 
to  Feln-uarj'  22,  1819,  and  knows  not  whether  the  claimant  has  since  occupied,  cultivated,  or  inhabited 
the  land." 

The  testimony  is  too  vague  and  unsatisfactory  to  justify  a  favorable  report.  With  regard  to  the 
cultivation,  the  witness'  recollection  is  clear  up  to  February,  1819,  but  kno-n-s  not  whether  the  father, 
from  whom  the  claimant  derives  title,  was  yet  dead.  On  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  g-ive  it  as  our  opinion  that 
this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  have,  in  the  abstract,  reported  it  under  the  liead  of  "fourth  class." 

53.  Andre  Valentine  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Marian  Sanchez,  filed  his  notice 
claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Sacatchie  near  the 
road  leading-  from  Natchitoches  to  Anondaco,  bounded  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing  (i49  acres;  claimed 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitati(jn,  and  cultivation  made  by  said  Marian  Sanchez  on  and  previous  to 
September  22,  18^9,  and  since  that  period  liy  the  claimant,  to  whom  Sanchez  conveyed  his  rig'ht.  The 
claim  is  supported  by  the  following-  testimony: 

"Andre  Adley  and  Baptiste  Prudhomme,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Andre 
Valentine  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  Marian  Sanchez,  under   whom  the  claimant  holds,  on  and 
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previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  land  has  been  inliabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  chximant 
since  up  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  cUumed  embraces  about 
fifteen  acres." 

Marian  Sanchez,  assitcnor  of  the  land  here  claimed,  has,  before  this  board,  filed  his  notice  (No. 
39)  claiminr;-,  in  his  own  rig-lit,  another  tract,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  habitation,  on 
and  prior  to  February  22,  1819,  which  facts  being  proven,  we  recommended  a  confirmation  of  his 
claim.  Witiinut  attempting-  to  reconcile  testimony  so  contradictory  as  that  case  and  this  presents,  we 
will  even  admit  tliat  Sanclii"/,  occupied  both  tracts  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain;  yet,  according'  to  the  regulations  of  the  Spanisli  govermnent,  which  we  are  bound  to  recognize,  its 
authorities  in  Texa.s  would  only  liave  confirmed  to  him  one  of  them,  except  on  a  showing  that  his  means, 
pursuits,  or  force,  required  a  deviation  from  the  established  jiractice,  which  is  not  pretended.  The  only 
difficulty  then  i.s,  which  claim  ought  to  be  preferred — that  or  this  ?  The  one  he  has  retained  and  now 
occupies  and  cultivates,  or  the  one  he  has  conveyed  to  the  present  claimant?  We  think  w-here  legal  i-ights 
are  exactly  balanced,  motives  of  public  policy  must  decide;  and  according  to  its  dictates,  we  are  of  opinion 
this  claim  ouglit  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

54.  Firmin  Poissot,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  laud  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
Lapoint,  in  the  district  of  Bayou  Pierre,  bounded  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Andre  Valentine  and  Andre  Adley,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  tlie  land  claimed  by  Firrnin 
Poissot  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant, 
(through  his  agent,)  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819; 
that  said  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  (through  his  agent) 
since  that  period  to  the  [jresent  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces 
about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinicju  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

55.  Andre  Adley,  Bajitiste  Prudhomme,  and  Jose  Lochobeach,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitiiches,  filed 
their  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  cultivation,  and  inhal)itation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin 
the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Bayou  de  Cie,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land, 
and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  survey  drawn  by  John  Dinsmore,  jr., 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  dated  September  18,  1823,  and  filed  with  the  notice.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Andre  Valentine  and  Antoine  Adley,  being-  sworn,  severally  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  in  the 
above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occupied, 
inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimants,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previtms 
to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the 
claimants  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimants'  improvements  embrace  about 
fifteen  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  "  the 
third  class  of  claims." 

56.  Cezare  Wallace,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  under  a  purchase  at  the 
sale  of  the  estate  of  Pierre  Wallace,  deceased,  who  held,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  culti- 
vation, a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situate  on  a  small  bayou  which  empties 
into  Lake  Terre  Noir,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Thomas  Wallace,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"John  McLaughlin  and  Leonard  D^yson,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  tlio_y  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Cezare  Wallace  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  desciibed;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  Pierre  Wallace,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by 
said  Pierre  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupa- 
tion, inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  said  Pierre  Wallace  and  the  claimant  since 
that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about 
five  acres." 

On  this  proof  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed 
it  with  claims  of  the   "third  class." 

57.  Andre  Valentine,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the 
waters  of  Baynu  de  Cei,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  of 
the  claim  the  follmving  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Andre  Adley  and  Baptiste  Prudhomme,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Andre  Valentine  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  b}'  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement 
on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  twelve  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  iu  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

58.  James  Shacklcford,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  as  assignee  of  Henry  Stockman,  filed  his 
notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late 
neutral  territory,  situated  on  Spriiig  bayou,  about  two  miles  from  Laurel  Spring,  about  eight  miles  west 
ot  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  bj-  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"  Henry  Stockman  and  Peter  Stockman,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  James 
Shackleford  in  his  nijtice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  liy  the  claimant's  assignor,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  th(;  clainurnt,  or  by  him  under  whom  he  holds,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time; 
and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  four  acres." 

Henry  Stockman,  from  whom  the  claimant  derives  his  right,  has  claimed  another  tract,  (No.  .31,)  by 
virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  a]id  cultivation,  which  claim  has  been  recommended  for  confirmation. 
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Our  nMiKirks  in  tlic  claim  of  Aiuln''  Vak'Htiiic  arc  strictly  applicable  to  this;  ami  for  the  reasoii.s  fliereiii 
g-ivcii,  we  are  bound  to  say  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  bo  conlirnied;  ami  iiave  aecordinjj,-ly,  in  the 
abstract,  classed  this  claim  witli  the  "  fourth  class." — (See  X(i.  53.) 

69.  Edmund  Quirk,  of  the  parisli  of  Natchitoches,  liled  his  notice  clainiinj^-,  liy  virtue  of  (leciiiiatiun, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyin.i;-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
La  Nan,  about  eig-ht  miles  from  the  Sabine  river,  Ijoundcd  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing- 
G40  acres,  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Peter  Patterson  "and  Jesse  Yocum,  being  sworn,  each  says  he  knows  tiie  tract  of  land  claimed  by 
Edmund  Quirk  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  tract  of  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described; 
tliat  the  same  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn 
llicrcon,  on  and  previ(uis  U<  February  22,  1S19;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  "that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land" claimed  enduaces  about  twenty-live  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmcd,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

60.  W'm.  Quirk,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  ot  occupation, 
liabitatiou,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  tlic  road 
leading  from  Natchitoches  to  Gaines'  Ferry,  on  the  Sabine,  about  seven  miles  from  the  Sabine  river,  bounded 
on  allsides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  six  hundrt^d  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the 
lollowdng  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Jesse  Yocniii  and  John  Sheridan,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
William  Quirk  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvemeut  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  nine  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

(51.  Manuel  Cherino,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupati(jn, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  hin<l  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  Bayou  Pedro, 
biuinded  by  vacant  land  on  all  sides,  and  containing  610  acres.  In  support  of  which  the  following  testi- 
mony was  taken: 

""^Marian  Sanchez  and  John  Moran,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Manuel  Chcriuo  in  his  above  notice:  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that 
the  same  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  or  by  his  father,  from  wdiom  he  derives 
title,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Fel)ruary  22,  1819;  that  said  inliabi- 
tation,  occujiation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  tlie  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present 
time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  ton  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  continued,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

(52.  Guillaume  Bebe,  of  the  parish  <if  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  in  the  settlement  called  the  Oavasas,  bounded  on  the  east  bj'  land  occupied  by  Leno  Padea, 
and  containing  (340  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Peter  Patterson  and  Marian  Sanchez,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
li}'  Guillaume  Btibe  in  his  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  there(jn, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  am!  cultivation,  has  been  con- 
tinued by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the 
land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty-five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

63.  Widow  La  Leno  Padea,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and 
situated  on  the  Baj-ou  See,  between  Guillaume  Bebe  below  and  David  Waltman  above,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  fidlowing  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Guillaume  Btibe  and  Peter  Patterson,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  La  Leno  Padea  in  her  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
the  same  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  her  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time,  and  that  the  claimant's  imiirovernent  on 
the  land  claimed  embraces  about  five  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

64.  John  Freeman,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  fileil  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
waters  of  Bayou  St.  John,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Yarberry  Spring  branch,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant 
land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  bj'  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the 
board: 

"Henry  Stockman  and  Peter  .Stockman,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  .John 
Freeman  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing'  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  [irevious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  tliat  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  eight  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
"third  class." 

65.  Rosimo  Gagniii,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  waters 
of  the   Bayou  Labonne  Chasse,  bounded   north  liy  Thomas  Wallace,  east  and   west  by  vacant  land,  south 
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by  Pierre  Roblot,  and  containing  640  acres.  Tlie  claim  is  supported  by  the  fullowing  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"Baptiste  Prndhomme  and  Andre  AdU^y,  being-  severally  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Rosiino  Gagnie  in  his  above  n(.itice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1810;  tluit  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement 
on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  eight  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
"third  class"  of  claims. 

66.  James  Shackleford,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  John  Stein,  who  purchased  of 
Hopkins  Sibley,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of 
land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place  called  the  Laurel  Springs,  about  nine  miles 
from  "the  town  of  Natchitoches,  and  on  the  road  from  that  place  to  Gaines'  Ferry,  on  the  Sabine,  bomided 
on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  tlie  board: 

"John  Smith  and  Jeremiah  Morrell,  lieing  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Jaines 
Shackleford  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  Hopkins  Sibley,  from  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his 
living  and  grciwing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabi- 
tation, and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that 
the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  embraces  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

67.  Eli  Smith,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habi- 
tation, and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded  bj'  Portevent  Bloodworth  on  one  side  and  Joseph  Grubbs  on  the  other, 
and  Containing  640  acres.     Before  the  board  the  following  testimony  was  taken  in  support  thereof: 

"Jeremiah  Wrinkles  and  David  Morrell,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Eli 
Smith  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  con- 
tinued by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the 
land  claimed  embraces  about  five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class  " 

68.  David  Wrinkles,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitatii>n,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  Bayou  Kisatcliie,  adjoining  to  land  claimed  by  Portevent  Bloodworth  on  one  side  and  by  Placide 
Bossier  on  the  other,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"Jeremiah  Morrell  and  Eli  Smith,  being  sworn,  saj'  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  David 
Wrinkles  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &a,  thereon, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  con- 
tinued by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the 
land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

69.  John  Montgomery,  jr.,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
west  side  of  tlie  Bayou  Kisatchie,  near  its  mouth,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     In  sup[Hirt  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Jeremiah  Morrell  and  Eli  Smith,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John 
Montgomery,  jr.,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  tlie  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time ;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

70.  Eli  Smith,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Archibald  Thompson,  who  purchased  of 
Gethro  Butler,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of 
land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Bayou  C'enterburb,  and  near 
its  junction  with  Middle  creek;  bounded,  as  is  supposed,  on  all  sides  by  vaca::t,  lands,  and  containing 
640  acres.     In  support  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Jeremiah  Morrell  and  James  M.  Gibson,  being  sworn,  severally  saj'  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
bj'  Eli  Smith  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  or  by  those  under  whom  he  claims,  by  their 
living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabi- 
tation, and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  or  by  those  under  whom  he  claims,  since  that 
period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  ten 
acres. 

^\  e  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

71.  John  Sheridan,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Pedro  Guiai'do,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  terri- 
tory, situated  in  a  Spanish  village  about  sixteen  miles  southwest  of  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  bounded 
southeast  by  Henry  Sheridan,  northeast  by  John  Sibley's,  north  by  a  concession  in  favor  of  De  Lion,  west 
by  J.  Tate,  and  containing  256.40   acres,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  survey  made   by  John  Dinsmore,  jr., 
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deputy  survL'Yor  of  the  United  States,  dated  Aiiji'ust  '■29,  1823,  iiud  lilcd  with  liie  iKJtice.  'I'he  claim  is 
.suiiliiu'ted  by  the  following-  testiiiKiiiy  taken  liel'oi'e  tlie  Imavd: 

".Itiini  Liuu  and  Henry  Eailes,  l)einL;-  swurn,  severally  say  that  they  know  tin'  land  elainjed  hy  John 
Sheridan  in  his  above  notiee;  tliat  said  land  is  situated  and  lying-  as  is  therein  dcsc  rihed;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  hy  ihc  rlaiiiiant,  or  by  the  person  umh  r  whom  he  iiohls,  liy  Iheir 
liviu"'  and  growing   corn,  &c.,   thereon,    nu   and    previous  to   February  22,    Isl'.l;   that    said   occupation, 

inhabitation,  and    cidtivaticui  has  been    continued    by   the   claimant,  and    ly    those    ler    whoni  he  holds, 

since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  thai  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces 
about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirnied,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
claims  of  the  third  class. 

"2.  James  Tate,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  one  Cuba/.a,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by 
virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
and  situated  in  a  Spanish  village  about  sixteen  miles  southwest  of  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  bounded 
southeast  by  Bodio  Flores,  west  by  vacant  land,  northwest  by  land  of  the  clainuint,  and  north  by  a  road 
leading  from  Natchitoches  to  the  Sabine,  and  containing  (J40  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the 
following  testimony  taken  before  the  Imard  : 

•'  John  Lum  and  Ucnry  Earles,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  James 
Tate  in  his  above  notice  ;  that  the  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described  ;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cuitivated  by  one  Cubaza,  from  whom  the  claimant  purchased,  liy  his  living 
and  growing  corn,  c^c,  ther(>on,  on  and  }n-evious  to  February  22,  1S19  ;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation, 
and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  said  Cubaza  and  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time; 
and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  tlie  laml  claimed  embraces  abcjut  five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  lie  conlirmcd,  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class.'' 

73.  James  Tate,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Maria  Mnara,  illed  his  notice  claiming,  by 
virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
and  situated  in  a  Spanish  village  about  sixteen  miles  southwest  from  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  bounded 
on  the  southeast  by  the  claimant,  southwest  by  vacant  land,  northwest  nnknown,  and  containing'  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board  : 

"John  Lum  and  Henry  Earles,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
James  Tate  in  his  above  notice;  tliat  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  Maria  Moara,  from  whom  claimant  purchased,  by  his  living 
and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Febrtiary  22,  1819  ;  that  said  occujjation,  iidiabitation, 
and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  said  !Moara  and  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  lu'esent  time; 
and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  embraces  about  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

T4.  James  Tate,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Pablo  Libras,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by 
virtue  of  occupation,  halntation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  tlie  late  neutral  territory, 
and  situated  in  a  Spanish  village  ab(jut  sixteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  bounded  southeast  by 
other  lands  of  the  claimant,  southwest  by  a  small  bayou,  northwest  by  the  claimant,  and  containing  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board  : 

"John  Lum  and  Henry  Earles,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  James 
Tate  in  his  above  notice  ;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described  ;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  family  of  Antonio  Castro,  by  their  living  and  growing 
corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819  ;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultiva- 
tion has  been  continued  since  that  period  to  the  present  time  by  said  family,  Paldo  Libras,  and  the  claiui- 
ant  ;  and  that  the  claimant's  imijrovement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  afn.iut  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmeil,  and  in  tlie  al.jstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

75.  Maria  Conception  de  Lion,  assignee  of  Mariano  Rodriguez,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoclies,  filed  her 
notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupatii.iii,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late 
neutral  territory,  and  situated  in  a  Spanish  village,  botinded  northwest  by  Antonio  Kodriguez,  northeast 
by  the  main  road  leading  from  Natchitoches  to  the  Sabine,  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Bayou 
Adais,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the 
board  : 

"  John  Sheridan  and  Seledou  Langoria,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  laud  claimed 
by  Maria  Conception  de  Lion  in  her  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein 
described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  Mariano  Rodriguez,  from  whom  the 
claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  before  February  22,  1819;  that  said 
occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  cimtinued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the 
present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  three  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

76.  Antonia  Rodriguez,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  liy  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  in  a 
Spanish  village  about  sixteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Natchitoches;  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  the  road 
from  that  place  to  Gaines'  Ferry,  on  the  Sabine,  on  the  southeast  by  Maria  Conce|ition  de  Lion,  on  all  other 
sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  sixty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  l.iy  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"John  Lum  and  John  Sheridan,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Antonia  Rodri- 
guez in  her  ab(jve  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  tliat  said  land  was 
occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  her  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
[irevious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhaViitation,  and  cultivatiiui  lias  been  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  five  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  tlie  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

77.  Asa  Beekum,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of   Maria  San   Miguel,   filed   liis   notice 
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clainiiiig,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  l.ying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  about  si.xteen  mile.s  from  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  near  a  .Spanish  village;  bounded 
ou  the  southeast  bj^  an  old  road,  all  other  sides  unknown,  and  containing  C40  acres.  The  claim  is  sup- 
ported l»y  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  lioard: 

"John  Lum  and  John  Sheridan,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Asa 
Beekura  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  bj'  Maria  San  Miguel,  from  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  her  living 
and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  jirevious  to  February  22,  1S19;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation, 
and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  said  Maria  and  the  claimant,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  since 
that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  ou  the  land  claimed  embraces  about 
four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
claims  of  the  third  class. 

78.  James  M.  Gibson,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  J.  Montgomery,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  main  road  from  Natchitoches  t(j  Opelousas,  on  the  waters  of  McKiinm's  creek, 
bounded  on  all  sides  by  ])ublic  land,  and  containing  C40  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following 
testimony  taken  before  tlie  board: 

"Eli  Smith  and  Pred  Smith,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  J.  M. 
Gilison  in  his  above  ncjtice;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  or 
by  the  persons  under  whom  lie  claims,  by  their  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  ami  cultivation  has  been  continued  l)ytlie  claimant, 
or  by  the  persons  under  whom  he  iiolds,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  im- 
provement on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have  in  the  abstract  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  tiiird  class. 

19.  Charles  Noyrit,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  in  the  Isle 
a  Beaulieux,  fronting  on  Red  river,  bounded  below  by  Beaulieux,  above  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  Vjcfore  the  board: 

"  Pierre  Laffitt  and  Valentine  Andre,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Charles  Noyrit  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  con- 
tinued by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the 
land  claimed  embraces  about  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  have  in  the  abstract  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

80.  Fran9ois  Prudhomme,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  of  the  Prairie  Winsy,  bounded  above  by  land  of  Pierre  Uolet,  and  below  by  Fran5ois  Rambert,  and 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  su])ported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

Andrew  Valentine  and  Pierre  Laffitt,  being  sworn,  severally  say  "that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
bj' Francois  Prudhomme  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  tiierein  described; 
that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  twelve  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirnred,  and  have  in  the  abstract  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

81.  Alexander  Germieul,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  "  Isle 
Beaulieux,  bounded  on  one  side  by  Charles  Noyrit,  on  the  other  by  vacant  laud,  and  containing  640  acres." 
The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

Andre  Valentine  and  Pierre  Laffitt,  being  sworn,  say  "that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Alex- 
ander Germieul  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  1)3'  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
since  tiiat  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  embraces  about  three  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

82.  Pierre  Laffitt,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  signed 
by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nacogdcjches,  bearing  date  June  12,  1784,  in  favor  of  Pierre  and  Baptiste 
Laffitt,  and  by  virtue  of  occupati(Ui,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  for  more  than  thirty  years,  a  tract  of  land 
lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  between  the  Bayou  Nadier  to  that  named  Nabaucha, 
(the  first  now  called  Bayou  Pierre  and  the  last  Nanticole,)  containing  11,393.89  acres,  agreeably  to  a 
plat  of  survey  drawn  by  John  Kiusmore,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  dated  September  6,  1823. 
The  claim  is  sui)p(_irted  by  the  original  grant  filed  with  tlie  notice,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation: 

"Don  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo,  captain  of  militia  and  lieutenant  governor,  military  and  political,  of  the 
town  of  Nacogdoches  and  its  jurisdiction,  in  consequence  of  the  jirayer  of  Pierre  and  Baptiste  Lafiitt, 
inhabitants  of  this  jurisdiction  t)i  Texas,  with  the  approbation  of  their  father,  Paul  Bouett  Laffitt,  iidiubi- 
tant  of  said  province,  and  residing  for  many  years  in  tlie  place  called  the  Bayou  Pierre,  the  route  whii'li 
strangers  pass  through  with  merchandise  for  the  Indian  trade,  and  to  furnish  nations  at  war  with  this 
jirovince,  that  they  may  be  granted  lands  in  said  place,  with  the  necessary  extension  for  the  pasturing 
and  breeding  of  cattle  and  horses  of  every  description,  obliging  tlieniselves,  with  the  commission  of  the 
superior  authority,  to  guard,  watch,  and  impede  strangers  from  passing  without  a  legal  passport  from  the 
territorial  magistrate  of  said  jirovince:  in  virtue  of  which  and  in  consideration  of  the  above,  and  being 
well  intbrined  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  petitioners,  I  have  agreed  on  giving  them  possession  of  the  said 
Ijlace  and  the  lands  they  solicit,  charging  them  to  proceed  in  a  legal  manner  as  regards  their  undertaking. 
Signed  at  Nacogdoches,  June  12,  1784.     Signed  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo.     Let  it  be  well  understood  that  said 
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concession  of  land  is  g-ranteil  from  the  bayou  that  is  named  Nadicr  to  that  naiiK-d  Naljanclia,  for  the 
pasturiiij?  of  tlieir  stock,  wliich  s'raut  I  liopi'  will  meet  the  apiirobatioii  of  the  ij,-overiioi-  of  this  province. 
In  testimony,  l^c.     Gil  y  Barvo." 

The  following-  testimony  taken  hofore  the  hoard  was  also  liled  : 

.Vndie  Valentine  and  Franiviis  I'rndhonnne,  being-  severally  sworn,  say  "that  they  knnw  tin'  land 
claimed  by  I'ierre  Lallit  in  his  above  notice  ;  that  the  said  land  is  lying'  and  situate  as  is  thcn'in 
described  •  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  more  than  thirty  years  since  by  I'ierro 
Laftit,  the  "-rantee,  wdio  then  had  his  cattle  and  family  tlan-eon  ;  and  that  said  land  has  been  constantly 
and  uninterruptedly  inhabited,  cultivated,  ami  occupied  liy  the  claimant  since  to  the  present  day." 

The  extent  of  land  here  claimed  is  less  than  a  ]iioiety  of  the  whole  conceded. 

The  document  relied  uiion  was  merely  a  permission  to  settle,  requiring-  the  approbation  of  the  gov- 
ernor to  make  the  alienation  complete.  By  what  act  or  form  this  approval  was  expressed  we  know  not  ; 
it  may  have  been  by  a  g-eneral  confirmatory  act,  endjraciug-  permission  for  jireceding  years,  and  made  at 
each  visit  to  the  jurisdiction  under  his  government  ;  it  may  have  been  usual  to  express  it  by  his  paraph 
in  the  margin  of  the  original  record,  or  it  is  possible  the  superior  sanction  may  have  been  implied  from 
his  total  silence  on  the  subject.  In  either  case,  considering-  the  length  of  time  the  claimant  has  been  in 
pos.session,  joined  to  the  fact  proven  by  certain  answers  preceding-  this  report,  that  the  records  of  Nacog- 
doches had'  been  forcibly  carried  olT  and  were  no  longer  to  be  found,  we  think  that  proof  of  the  fact  of 
approval  ought  not  now  to  be  recjuired  of  the  claimant.  We  think  this  claim  would  have  been  considered 
valid  under  tlie  government  fnjm  which  it  emanated,  and  are  therefore  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  confirmed; 
and  have  accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "second  class." 

S3.  Hugh  Mciiuffin,  of  the  parish  ui'  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  waters 
of  Bayou  Pedro,  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  James  Kirkham,  and  contaijiing  G40  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  biiard  : 

"JohnLum  and  Jared  Cable,  being-  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Ilug-h  McCJuffin  in  his  notice  ;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying-  as  is  therein  described  ;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  or  by  the  person  from  whom  he  holds,  by  his 
living-  and  g-rowing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819  ;  that  said  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  since  that  period  to  the  present  time  by  the  claimant ; 
and  that  his  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

84.  Harriet  AV.  M.  Gable,  of  the  parish  of  Xatcliitoclies,  assignee  of  J.  Cable,  who  purchased  of  James 
Dill,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying 
within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  a  bayou  known  by  the  name  of  Young's  bayou,  bounded 
on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  ciintaiiiing-  G40  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board  : 

"John  Lum  and  Hugh  McGuffin,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Harriet  W.  M.  Cable  in  her  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  or  by  the  person  from  whom  slie  holds, 
by  their  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1S19  ;  that  said  occupa- 
tion, inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant,  and  by  the  person  from  whom  she 
holds,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  about  twenty-five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

85.  Athanasse  Poissot,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  in  the 
settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  on  Baj'ou  Cantamaman,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board  : 

"Andre  Valentine  and  Pierre  Laifitt,  being  sworn,  severallj''  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  Athanasse  Poissot  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  laying  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  laud  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing-  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time,  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  eight  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

86.  Mary  E.  Case,  wife  of  William  M.  Eivers,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Aroya  Honda,  on  the  road  leading  from  the  town  of  Natchi- 
toches to  Gaines'  Ferry,  on  the  Sabine,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Aroya  Honda,  on  all  other  sides  by 
vacant  land,  containing  640  acres,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  survey  made  by  John  Dinsmore,  jr.,  deputy 
surveyor  of  the  United  States,  dated  August  24,  1823,  and  filed  with  the  notice.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"John  Bonner,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Mary  E.  Case  in  her  notice;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  bj'  her  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  tiiat  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ment on  the  laud  claimed  embraces  about  six  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

87.  Joseph  Valentine,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  bj-  virtue  of  a  Spanish, 
grant  in  his  favor,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Pierre 
branch  of  Ked  river,  in  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  having,  on  the  south  side  of  said  river,  Bayou 
Macdowni  for  its  northern  boundary,  its  eastern  boundary  being  Red  river,  being  one  mile  and  a  half 
square,  and  on  the  other  side  of  said  river  beginning  at  a  certain  baj-ou,  and  running  down  the  river  ten 
acres,  with  the  ordinary  depth,  if  it  can  be  had.  The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  grant  on  which  the 
claim  is  founded:  "Don  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo,  captain  of  militia,  lieutenant  governor,  and  judge  delegate 
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of  smuggling  ami  forfeitures,  and  chief  justice  of  the  town  of  Na.  Sa.  del  Pibar  of  Nacogdoclics  and  its 
jurisdiction.  Whereas  Jph.  Y.  [torn]  has  appeared  by  petition,  bearing-  date  August  5,  in  the  present 
year,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  innety-one,  praying  with  due  submission  that  the  tract  of  land 
called  Adaes,  because  the  tribe  of  the  Adaes  occupy  it,  may  be  granted  him,  I  do  grant  it  to  him  for  the 
object  in  his  petition  mentioned — the  raising  of  horses,  herds  of  cattle,  ilocks  of  sheep,  and  the  cultivation 
of  grains  of  husbandry — with  the  condition  of  remaining  subject,  as  ought  to  be,  aud  are  all  those  domi- 
ciliated in  this  province,  and  under  mj' jurisdiction,  to  the  royal  laws,  mandates,  and  dispositions,  and 
orders  of  his  superiors.  In  virtue  whereof,  I  have  given  this  grant,  and  signed  it  with  witnesses  of  my 
assistance,  for  want  of  a  notary,  there  being  none,  August  13,  llOL  Signed  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo; 
paraphed  Christoval  do  Cordoba,  Jacinto  de  Ignono."  Li  support  of  the  claim  the  following  testimony 
was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Pierre  Laffitt,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Joseph  Valentine  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  therein  described;  that  the  grantee,  Joseph  Valentine, 
twenty-one  years  ago  established  and  lived  on  the  land  claimed  with  his  fsimily;  that  he  kept  his  horses, 
cattle,  &c.,  and  planted  corn  and  other  grains  thereon  at  that  time,  and  that  he  has  continued  to  live  on, 
cultivate,  and  occupy  said  land,  to  raise  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  and  to  plant  and  raise  corn  and  other  grains 
thereon,  from  the  time  of  its  first  establishment  until  the  present  time." 

The  extent  of  ground  conceded  is  not  stated  in  the  grant,  but  the  limits  and  extent  claimed  embrace 
a  smaller  area  of  ground  than  was  usually  granted  for  stock  farms.  We  think  the  title  relied  upon  was 
considered  liy  the  former  government  as  a  compilete  grant,  and  arc  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  confirmed; 
accordingly,  in  the  abstract,  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "first  class." 

88.  John  Bai)ti.ste  Trezzeni,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Fran9ois  Serpentine,  filed  his 
notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late 
neutral  territory,  and  situate  in  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Michel  Kambert, 
on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  su])ported  by  the  following 
testimony  taken  before  tii(^  board: 

"Andre  Valentine  and  Pierre  Laffitt,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Baptisto 
Trezzeni  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situate  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  person  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and 
growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  person  under  whom  the  claimant  holds  since  that  period  to  the 
present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  six  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  witli  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

89.  Jose  Maria  Procella,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territorj^,  situated  at  a  place 
called  Tresellanos,  on  the  road  leading  from  Natchitoches  to  the  crossing  on  the  Sabine,  called  Las 
Ormegas,  containing  040  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  before  the  board: 

"  Samuel  Davenport  and  Manuel  Gonzales,  being  sworn,  severallj'  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Josd  Maria  Procella  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situate  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  iidiabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  in  the  month  of  Maj',  1814;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

90.  James  Wilson,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  a  creek 
emptying  into  the  Sabine  river,  called  the  Spring  branch,  bounded  on  the  south  by  claim  of  Philip  Winfree, 
and  containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Philip  Winfree  and  A.  Winfree,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
James  Wilson  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  thei'ein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  bj'  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on 
the  land  claimed  embraces  about  five  acres." 

A\  e  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

91.  Philip  AVinfrce,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  laud  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  near  the  Sabine 
river,  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  claimed  of  James  Wilson,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Jacob  "\V  addle  and  James  Wilson,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Philip  Winfree  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  tiving  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on 
the  land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

_  92.  Abraham  Winfree,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  near  the  Sabine 
river,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Philip  Winfree,  and  containing  640  acres.  This  claim  is  supported  by  the 
following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"James  Wilson  and  Jacob  Waddle,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Abraham  Winfree  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  aiid  lying  a"s  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  ins  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  iidiabitation.  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement 
on  tlie  land  claimed  embraces  about  ten  acres." 
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We  are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  (uiu;ht  to  be  eonlinnetl,  ami  in  the  alistraet  liave  cias.si'il  it  witli 
cU^ims  of  tlie  tliini  class. 

Uo.  John  Waddle,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  clainiiny;,  hy  virtue  di'  occnpaticm, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  laud  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  im  the  Sal)ine 
river  about  three  miles  soutli  of  Pliilip  \Vinl'ree's,  bc^unded  on  all  sides  by  vai-aut  hind,  and  e(int;iiniug- 
C40  acres.     The  claim  is  supi)orted  by  the  foUowiui;-  testimony: 

"  I'hilii)  A\'iufree  and  Abraham  Winl'ree,  being-  sworn,  severally  say  that  tliey  kuiiw  the  land  claimed 
by 'lelui  \\'addle  in  his  abiive  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  liy  his  living  ami  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  ISli);  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  was 
continued  by  claimant  two  years  after  said  time;  tliat  the  improvemi;nts  on  ihi'  land  claimed,  at  tliis  time, 
embrace  about  six  acres." 

John  "Waddle,  the  presiait  applicant,  claimed  anotlier  tract  (No.  8)  by  virtue  of  occupation,  haljitation, 
and  cultivation,  im  and  prim'  to  February  22,  lSl',1,  in  his  own  right;  which  fact  being  proven,  we  favorably- 
reported  his  claim.  This,  in  i-onf  irmity  with  our  decisions  in  Nos.  40,  51,  and  53,  cannot  ln'  recognized; 
therefore  we  are  of  opinion  this  i-hiim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
claims  of  the  fourth  class. 

iU.  James  Walker,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  AsaDallohide,  lihil  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  a  branch  of  the  Bayou  Toro,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  land  claimed  by  James  Small,  on  all 
other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing  040  acres.  This  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Philip  Wiufree  and  Abraham  "Winfrce,  luring  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
bj-  James  Walker  (under  a  purchase  from  Asa  Dailohide)  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated 
and  lying  as  is  in  said  notice  described;  that  the  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by 
James  Quinalty,  under  whom  said  Dailohide  holds,  by  his  living-  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  tlnit  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by 
said  Quinalty,  and  those  persons  claiming-  by  and  through  him,  from  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and 
that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  ten  acres.'' 

We  arc  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

95.  Joseph  Grubb,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  holding-  through  a  chain  of  conveyances  from  Gibson 
Johnson,  filed  his  notice  claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land 
lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  side  (jf  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded,  as  is 
supposed,  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  040  acres.  This  claim  is  supported  by  the  following- 
testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Ethelred  Smith  and  Major  Smith,  being-  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Joseph 
Grubb  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  .same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819,  by  Gibson  Johnson,  (from 
■whom  the  claimant  holds,)  who  lived  and  cultivated  corn,  &c.,  thereon;  that  said  iiccupation,  inhabitation, 
and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  said  Johnson  and  others,  claiming-  by  and  through  him,  since  that 
period  to  the  present  time;  aud  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about 
thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

90.  Josejih  Grubb,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Thomas  Nash,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded,  as  is  supposed,  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land, 
and  containing-  040  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Ethelred  Smith  and  Major  Smith,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Joseph 
Grubb,  assignee  of  Thomas  Nash,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  l.ying-  as  is  therein 
described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  bj^  said  Thomas  Nash,  liy  his  living-  and 
growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  (jccupation,  inhabitation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  continued  by-  said  Nash  and  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and 
that  tlie  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  twent3'  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

9T.  Manuel  Gonzales,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  liy  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
road  leading  from  Natchitoches  to  the  Orraegas,  about  one  mile  west  of  a  Spanish  village,  aud  containing 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Jose  Maria  Procella  and  Jose  Sankues,  being-  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Manuel 
Gonzales  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated,  by  the  claiuiant's  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  23,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  have  been  continued 
bj'  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  eight  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

98.  Azor  Mathis,  of  the  parish  of  Natchit(jches,  filed  liis  notice  claiming,  liy  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  .Mill  creek; 
bounded  on  the  north  by  land  claimed  l.iy  Brown,  and  containing-  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  In  support 
thereof  the  following-  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Ethelred  Smith  and  Maj(jr  Smith,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  laud  claimed  by  Azor  Mathis 
in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situate  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  bj-  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  aud  cultivation  has  been  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  endjraces  ab(.iut  fifteen  acres." 
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Wc  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

99.  Ilcnrv  Sheridan,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming-,  bj^  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  near  a  Spanish 
village,  about  sixteen  miles  southwest  of  Natchitoches,  bounded  as  is  represented  in  a  plat  of  survey 
filed  with  this  notice,  made  by  John  Dinsmore,  jr.,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  and  dated  August 
28,  1823,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Matthew  Richards  and  John  Smith,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Henry 
Sheridan  in  his  notice  No.  99;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his_  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  ab(nit  thirty-five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

100.  James  McKinim,  elder,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupaticm,  cultivation,  and  haliitation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  tlie  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on 
the  north  fork  of  the  Bayou  Provencal,  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  land  claimed  by  James  McKimm, 
j'ounger,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  bj'  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Asa  Hickman  and  John  Self,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  James  McKimm, 
elder,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  was  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  up  to  the  close  of  the  year  1821,  and  that  his  improvement  on  the  land 
embraces  about  ten  acres.  That,  after  the  close  of  the  year  1821,  the  claimant  moved  off  the  land  claimed, 
but  continued  to  reside  until  the  present  day  within  the  neutral  territory.  They  believe  that  the  claimant 
holds  or  claims  no  other  land  but  the  tract  now  solicited." 

Believing  that  tlie  claimant,  on  February  22,  1819,  was  entitled  to  a  title  under  the  government  then 
exercising  the  sovereign  power  over  the  neutral  territory,  and  that  his  right  has  not  become  forfeited  under 
the  government  of  the  United  States  by  his  subsequent  abandonment,  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought 
to  be  confirmed;  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "  third  class." 

101.  Asa  Hickman,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Theophilus  Hickman,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territorj-,  and  situated  on  Bayou  Sautaburb,  bounded  on  the  southeast  by  lands  of  the  claimant,  and 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  John  Self,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  bj'  Asa  Hickman  in  his  above  notice; 
that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and 
cultivated  by  Theophilus  Hickman,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c. 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  was 
continued  by  said  Theophilus  and  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  thirteen  acres.  And  William  Cummings,  being  also 
sworn,  saj's  that  all  the  foregoing  facts  are  within  his  knowledge,  but  is  not  certain  whether  the  land 
claimed  was  actually  settled  on  February  22,  1819,  or  not;  but  he  positively  knows  that  Theophilus  Hickman 
raised  a  crop  thereon  in  the  year  1819." 

We  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

102.  James  McKimm,  jr.,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  Provencal,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  land  claimed  by  James  McKimm,  elder,  and  containing 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  b.y  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  John  Self  and  Asa  Hickman,  being  sworn,  severallj'  say  that  they  know  the  laud  claimed  by  James 
McKimm,  jr.,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  con- 
tinued bj'  the  claimant,  and  a  person  holding  under  him,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that 
the  claimant's  imiirovement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

103.  Abraham  Wrinkles,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  l.iy  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
east  side  of  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  land  claimed  by  Placide  Bossier,  and  containing 
si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  fully  supported  by  the  testimony;  but,  being  satisfied  that 
lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bayou  Kisatchie  were  never  considered  as  being  within  tlie  neutral 
territory,  we  are  compelled  to  say  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have 
classed  it  with  claims  of  the  fourth  class. 

104.  Ethelred  Smith,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  bj'  virtue  of  occupation, 
haliitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territorj%  situated  on  both  sides 
of  the  Bayou  Santaburb,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  land  claimed  by  Josiah  S.  Johnston,  and  on  the 
lower  side  by  John  Curtis,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the 
following  testimonj'  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Asa  Mathis  and  Major  Smith,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Eth- 
elred Smith  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  8  acres." 
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W("  arc  of  opiiiidu  this  chiiin  oug'lit  to  lie  onliliniu'il,  and  in  the  alistracl  have  classt'd  it  with  chiinis 
of  the  third  cla.ss. 

105.  Jainos  Ilickniaii,  of  tlie  parish  of  Xatcliitoches,  fdrd  his  notifc  chiiiiiiiin-,  \iy  \-irluc  of  occu- 
pation, iiahitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  tcrritorv,  and  situate  nn 
the  watons  of  the  Santaburb,  bounded  on  all  sides,  as  is  supi)osed,  by  \ai-anl  land,  and  cuntainin-'  (1 10 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  boiud: 

"  John  S(df  and  William  ("ummins,  being;  sworn,  say  that  tiny  know  the  hnid  clainicil  by  .binies 
Hickman  in  his  almve  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying-  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  laml 
was  occupied,  iiduibited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occuiuition.  inhabitation,  and  cultixation  lias  been  continued 
bv  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time:  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  abont  12  acres." 

AVe  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed,  ami  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

100.  William  Cuminings,  of  the  jiarisli  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on 
the  waters  of  the  Baycm  Santaburb,  bounded  above  by  land  claimed  by  ^Villiam  Hickman,  and  containin,g 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"John  Self  and  Asa  Hickman,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  AVilliam  (Jummings 
in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  descril.ied;  that  said  land  was  occu- 
pied, inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  livin.g  and  gr(jwing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  pre- 
vious to  February  22,  ISlO;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the 
claimant  since  that  jieriod  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  about  12  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "  third  class." 

107.  William  Hickman,  of  the  parish  of  Xatcliitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Baj-ou  Santaburb,  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  land  claimed  by  William  Cummings,  and  containing  400 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  bj'  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  John  Self,  being  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  William  Hickman  in  his  above  notice; 
that  said  land  is  situate  and  lying-  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and 
cultivated  b}-  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  .growin.g-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22, 
1819;  that  said  occninition,  inhabitation,  and  ctdtivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since' that 
period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  15 
acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

108.  George  Schamp,  and  Pela.gie  Schamp,  his  wife,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  their  notice 
claiming-,  by  virtue  of  a  concession  in  favor  of  John  Adle,  dated  May  14,  1796,  a  tract  of  land  Ij'ing  within 
the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  the  Aroya  de  la  Deesa.  in  the  settle- 
ment of  Bayou  Pierre,  having  half  a  league  on  each  of  the  four  cardinal  courses  from  the  above-mentioned 
place,  and  containing-  5,760  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  an  authentic  copy  of  the  following  original 
documents,  to  wit: 

To  the  Lieutenant  Governor  Mr.  Bern".\do  Ferxaxdez: 

"John  Adle,  a  citizen,  settled  at  the  bayou  called  Do  las  Piedras,  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  settlement 
of  Nacogdoches,  on  the  place  known  by  the  name  of  the  Margin  of  the  Aroya  de  la  Deesa,  with  the  great- 
est respect  and  submission  saith  that,  agreeably  to  the  decree  published  at  the  guard-house  of  this  place, 
requiring  of  those  who  had  not  the  titles  to  their  lands  in  due  form,  to  apply  so  as  to  have  them  legalized, 
I  come  forward  to  beg  of  your  honor  to  have  the  goodness  to  grant  me  the  possession  of  a  tract  of  laud 
which  has  been  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Pablo  Borel  LafBtt,  at  the  Aroya  de  la  Deesa,  half  a  league  on  each  of 
the  four  cardinal  courses,  to  build  my  house,  cultivate  a  field,  and  to  bring  thither  my  family,  for  me  to 
use  the  same,  and  aftervs^ards  to  my  children,  my  heirs,  and  successors.  Your  petitioner  begs  of  your 
honor  to  admit  this  petition  on  common  paper,  as  there  is  none  of  the  stami)ed,  and  your  petitioner,  &c. 

""JOHN  ADLE." 

"  Nacogdoches,  Ih'ccmhcr  27,  1795. 
"The  surveyor  says  there  are  signs  on  the  said  lajid:  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  put  him  in  pos- 
session in  duo  form,  and  return  me  tliis  document  immediately  after  the  taking  possession. 

"  FERN." 

"  On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month  of  December,  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-tive,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  foregoing  decree,  I,  Joseph  Cayetano  de  Zepeda,  land  commissioner  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
Naco,gdoches,  being  accompanied  by  the  witnesses  of  my  assistance,  Mr.  Joseph  de  la  Vega  and  Vicente 
del  Eio,  went  to  the  place  called  El  Aroya  de  la  Deesa,  John  Adle  bein.g  present,  to  give  him  the  possession 
I  was  ordered  to  give  him;  accordingly,  it  being  on  the  same  place  of  the  Aroya  de  la  Deesa,  after  inquir- 
ing if  there  were  neighbors  on  the  limits  or  boundaries  of  the  said  land,  in  order  to  have  them  called,  to 
be  convinced  that  the  said  tract  of  land  does  not  belong  to  Pablo  Babit  Laflfitt,  said  Pablo  gives  it  as  a 
donation  to  said  Adle,  permitting  him  to  apply  for  and  olitain  the  grant  of  the  Aroya  do  la  Deesa,  who 
asks  half  a  league  on  each  of  four  courses,  as"stated  in  his  petition.  I  have  visited  the  said  land  with 
the  said  witnesses  of  my  assistance,  and  took  the  said  Adle,  and  examined  the  surface  of  the  said  land 
from  the  north  to  the  south,  and  from  east  to  west,  planted  posts,  cut  down  several  trees  as  a  sign  of  pos- 
session granted  liim  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  to  the  said  Adle,  as  legitimate  owner  of  the  same  land, 
measuring  two  square  leagues,  as  is  expressed  in  his  foregoing  solicitation,  and  gave  the  name  to  the 
same  of  Senor  San  Juan  del  Aroya  de  la  Deesa,  and  forever  to  be  called  by  that  name;  and  the  above- 
mentioned  Adle  is  actually  in  complete  possession,  agreeably  to  the  rights"  of  all  the  already  mentioned 
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lands;  and  in  consequence  1  have  signed  this  grant,  with   the  witnesses  of  my  assistance,  at  the  place  of 
San  Juan  del  Aruva  de  la  Deesa,  in  the  same  day,  month,  and  year  above  mentioned. 

"JOSE  CAYETANO  DE  ZEPEDA. 

"  Vicente  del  Rio. 

"  JosEi'H  Ll"c  de  la  Vega. 

"  Pablo  Babit  Laffitt." 

"  Considering  the  foregoing  act  of  possession  given  to  John  \d\e,  witliout  any  contradiction  of  parties, 
place  the  original  document  in  the  records,  and  give  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  party  as  a  title  cjf  property; 
I,  Don  Bernado  Fernandez,  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  and  actual  commandant  of  tlie  jurisdiction  of  Nacog- 
doches, have  signed  it,  with  tla.'  witnesses  of  my  assistance,  on  the  14th  dav  of  the  month  of  May,  119G. 

"BERNADO  DE  FERNANDEZ. 
"Witnesses  of  assistance:  Jose  Ma.  Gu.a.diana. 
"  MlCUEL  Sa.vchez." 

"  Compared  witli  the  original  that  remains  i}i  the  records  under  my  charge,  to  wliicli  I  refer  myself; 
and  that  at  the  drawing  of  this  cojiy  were  present  the  following  witnesses,  who  have  signed  witli  me,  at 
Nacogdoches,  oOtii  day" of  the  montii  of  May,  1790. 

"BERNADO  FERNANDEZ. 

"  Josei'H  Mama  (Juadiana. 

"Miguel  Sanchez." 

By  an  authentic-copy  of  an  act  of  sale,  dated  January  21,  1821,  passed  before  Charles  Slocum,  judge 
of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  with  the  notice  of  this  claim,  John  Adle  and  Jeanavieve  Dubois,  his 
wife,  for  the  consideration  of  $1,000,  sold  to  the  claimants  the  land  conceded  in  the  foregoing  grant. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "first  class." 

109.  Santiago  Ruiz,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  about  one  mile 
west  of  a  Spanish  village,  near  the  road  leading  from  Natchitoches  to  Las  Ormegas,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  land  claimed  by  Manuel  Gonzales,  and  containing  si,\  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Samuel  Davenport  and  Aug.  San  Miguel,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Santiago 
Ruiz  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inliabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  b_v  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements 
on  the  land  claimed  embraced  about  twenty  acres." 

AVe  are  (if  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

110.  Emanuel  Prudhomme,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land 
Ij'ing  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  the  Adaise,  and  around  the  village  of  Adaise,  Containing 
one  league  square,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  concession  signed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  and  commandant 
of  Nacogdoches,  which  concession  the  claimant  alleges  he  cannot  procure,  because  the  same  was  carried 
off  with  the  archives  of  that  post  in  the  year  1812;  claimed  also  by  virtue  of  habitation,  occupation,  and 
cultivation  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"Jose  Maria  Mora,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  hj  Emanuel  Prudhomme  in  his 
above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  it  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety 
at  Nacogdoches  that  a  title  had  been  accorded  to  the  claimant  for  the  land  claimed  by  the  then  commandant 
of  Nacogdoches,  Don  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo;  that  he  knows  that  his  uncle,  now  deceased,  Yaciento  Mora, 
as  tithe  collector,  collected  the  tithes  assessed  upon  said  land  of  the  claimant;  that  thirty-four  years  ago 
the  land  was  inhabited  by  the  claimant,  who  kept  a  man  there,  a  large  stock  of  cattle,  had  a  house,  pens 
erected  thereon  necessary  for  a  vacharie;  that  the  settlement  then  had  the  appearance  of  being  an  old  one." 

"  Samuel  Davenport,  being  sworn,  says  that  lie  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Emanuel  Prudhomme  in 
his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  it  was  understood  as  a  matter  of 
public  notoriety  at  Nacogdoches  that  the  claimant  had  a  title  from  the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches,  Don 
Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo,  similar  to  those  issued  by  him  to  other  claimants;  that  he  knows  that  the  then  com- 
mandant at  Nacogdoches  required  all  the  titles  or  grants  issued  previous  to  1192,  at  which  time  Gil  y 
Barvo  was  suspended,  to  be  brought  in,  that  new  titles  might  issue,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  his 
superior;  that  in  the  year  1812  all  the  records  and  archives  of  a  public  nature  at  Nacagdoches  were 
carried  off  by  the  then  commandant,  and  have  never  been  returned,  so  that  copies  of  titles  or  papers  therein 
could  be  obtained;  deponent  knows  that  in  1795  the  claimant  kept  his  vacharie  on  the  land  claimed,  had 
white  men,  negroes,  liorses,  &c.,  and  had  houses,  pens,  &c.,  thereon." 

"  Josii  Bernado  Guitierez,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  that  all  the  public  archives  and  records  of 
the  post  and  jurisdiction  of  Nacogdoches  were  carried  ofl'from  that  place  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Montaro 
and  Padro  Sombranos  the  day  before  the  army  conniiandcd  by  the  deponent  entered  Nacogdoches  in  1812; 
knows  not  where  said  records  and  archives  are  now,  but  lie  knows  they  were  never  returned." 

"  John  Cortes,  being  sworn,  says  that  in  the  year  1813  he  was  on  the  land  claimed,  with  the  claimant, 
at  the  time  of  the  emigration  of  a  luunbcr  of  Spaniards  from  Texas;  that  the  land  appeared  to  be  under 
considerable  state  of  cultivation;  that  while  there  a  number  of  said  Spaniards  demanded  of  the  claimant 
permission  to  reside  on  the  land  claimed,  which  was  granted  on  condition  that,  when  they  quit,  their 
improvements  and  houses  should  belong  to  the  claimant;  and  that  under  said  permission  said  Spaniards 
settled,  and  have  lived  on,  and  cultivated  said  land  ever  since  to  the  present  time." 

We  have  no  doubt,  from  the  testimony,  that  the  grant  once  existed;  and  we  think  that  the  fortuitous 
event  that  places  that  instrument  beyond"  the  control  of  the  claimant  is  suf3Sciently  shown.  [See  further 
on  (his  head  ausw(n-s  to  tlie  sixth  interrogatory,  at  the  connuencement  of  this  report.]  Therefore  we  arc 
of  opinion  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  first 
class. 

HI.  Augustin  T.  San  Miguel,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
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CH-nipatitm,  huliitatiim,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  cf  lanil  lyinij,-  witliiu  tia^  late  neutral  Icrritury,  situated  iu 
a  Spanish  villan'i-  about  sixteen  miles  southwest  of  Natehituehes,  and  cout!iinin,t;-  eleven  acres  and  eio-hty- 
scven-hundvedtiis  of  an  acre,  at;-re<'al.lv  to  a  plat  of  survey  drawn  liy  .lolni  Dinsni.nc,  jr.,  depuly  sinvey..r 
of  the  United  States,  dated  Au-aist  JS,  \S-2:\.  and  fil.'d  with  the  nnliee.  The  .■hum  is  supported  l,y  tlie 
follo^vin^•  testimony  taken  before  the  hoard:  ,      ,       ,     ,    •        ,,       , 

"Samuel  Davenport  and  Jose  AL  Nb.ra.bein-  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  chiiined  by  .\ii,-ustni 
T  San  ^[in■uel  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situate  and  lyiu.--  as  is  iheivin  described;  that  the 
same    was"  inhabited,  occuiiied.    and    .■ullivated    bv    the   claimant,    by    Ids    livin-    and    -row  imc    cm.  \c., 

there. n  an.l  pr.'vi.ms   t..    I'.'bruarv  --'2.   ISl'.l;    that    sai.l    inhabitati.'U,  ...vupal  i.ai,  ami    .ultivat has 

been  unintcrrupt.^.lly  cmtinu..!  by  th.'  .■hiimanl  sin.v  tliat  |)iu-io,l  {,,  \\u'  pr.'S.'ul  Inn.';  an.l  Ihal  llu' 
chiiniant's  improv.'iiuaits  ..n  tli.'  hin.l  claim. ■.!  .'udu-ai-.'  abonl  .-i-hl  a.ai's. 

We  are  of  opini.ui  this  .-laiin  .m-ht  to  be  .•onllrim'.l,  an.l  in  tli.'  abstra.'t  hav.'  i-hiss.'.l  i|  witli  clanns 
of  the  "third  class."  .  .      ,.,,,. 

112.  John  Cortes,  (merchant,)  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  assig-neo  ..I  Iriuick  larviu,  Ide.l  Ins 
notice  claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  lan.l  lyinu'  within  th.' 
late  neutral  territinw,  situate.l  on  the  rig-ht  bank  of  Bayou  Terre  Blanche,  ami  left  of  i'.ay..u  Dupunt, 
bounded  north  by  land  claimed  by  fleorn-e  iMcTier,  and  containing-  si.x  hundre.l  and  torty  acres.  The  claini 
is  sui>ported  by  the  foll.iwing-  testimony  taken  before  the  board:  ,     ,   • 

"Augustin  San  Miguel  and  Jose  M.  .Mora,  being  swm-n,  each  say  they  know  the  lan.l  claime.l  by 
John  Cortc's  in  his  above  notice;  that  sai.l  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  .lescribed;  that  the 
same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the;  claimant,  by  his  living  ami  gr._iwing  cm,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  IS  19;  that  said  .iccupation,  inhabitati.)n,  and  cultivation  has  been 
uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claiiuiint  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  an.l  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twenty-five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ouglit  l.>  be  contirined,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  chiss. 

113.  The  leg-al  representatives  of  Pierre  Dolet,  .>f  the  parish  of  Xatchibiches,  hied  tlieir  notice 
claiming-  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  th.-  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  of  the  Adaise,  in 
the  settTement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  containing-  ..me  league  ar.)und  the  compass,  taking  ibr  centre  the  house  in 
which  they  live,  so  that  the  -^vhole  tract  may  form  a  square  of  two  leagues  on  each  front;  clainung,  by 
virtue  of  ;i  grant  signed  and  approved  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nacogdoches,  dated  January  14,  1796, 
as  also  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  an.l  cultivation,  for  thirty-five  years.  The  claini  is  supported 
by  an  otlicial  c.ipy  of  documents,  .>f  whi.-h  the  f  illowing  is  a  translation: 

"Sen-or  LiEi-TEXAXT  GovERXOR:  Pcdro  Dolet,  of  Bayou  Pierre,  -with  due  respect,  represents  that  he  has 
made  a  settlement  on  one  of  the  margins  of  the  Bayou  of  the  Adaise,  built  a  house,  expended  labor,  and 
raised  herds  of  horses  and  cattle:  Avherefore,  he  prays  that  you  would  grant  him,  at  the  place  aforesaid, 
a  league  around  the  compass,  taking  for  centre  his  aforesaid  house,  so  that  all  the  land  he  prays  for  may 
form  "a  square  of  two  leagues  on  each  front,  for  himself,  his  children,  and  representatives.  He  prays  you 
would  grant  him  the  aforesaid  laud  on  the  terms  by  him  stated;  a  favor  -which  he  hopes  to  deserve,  &c. 
Baj'ou  Pierre,  December  7,  1795. 

"Nacogdoches,  December  27,  1795.  Whereas,  Pedro  Dolet  has  made  a  settlement  on  the  margin  of 
the  Bayou  of  the  Adaise,  with  his  house  and  herds,  let  this  be  referred  to  the  procurador  de  esta  comun, 
and  let  him  put  the  petitioner  formally  in  possession  of  the  land  prayed  for,  without  prejudice  to  third 

persons. 

"DON  ERXANDEZ." 

"On  this  29th  day  of  December,  1795,  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing  decree,  I,  Jose  Cayctano  de 
Zepeda,  mndico  iwocurador  del  comun  Pueblo  de  Kw'fitra  Senora  del  Pihar  de  Kaeogdoeheg,  went  witli  the 
witnesses  of  my  assistance,  Don  Jose  de  la  Vega  and  Vicente  del  Eio,  to  the  place  called  Bayou  of  the 
Adaise,  where  the  petitioner  clainis,  and  has  built  his  house,  in  order  to  give  to  the  said  D.  Pednp  Dolet, 
who  is  now  living  on  the  premises,  possession  according  to  tlie  decree;  wherefore,  being  at  the  designated 
place  on  the  Bayou  of  the  Adaise,  and  having  inijuin-d "whether  any  .if  the  neig-hb.)i-s  would  be  injured  by 
this  grant,  and  having  well  ascertained  that  there  was  no  iinpciimeut  whatever,  and  that  none  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  adjacent  proprietors  intersected  or  touched  those  designated  by  Peclro  Dolet  in  his 
foregoing  petition,  for  which  reason  no  injury  can  result  to  the  nearest  neighbors  by  giving  PednD  Dolet 
possession  of  the  land  he  claims  in  his  petition,  with  all  the  extent  and  the  boundaries  therein  mentioned; 
I  have  visited  those  boundaries,  and  the  land  they  surround,  with  the  aforesaid  witnesses  of  my  assist- 
ance, and  the  said  Pedro  D.ilet,  and,  taking  the"  latter  by  the  right  hand,  I  went  with  him  a  certain 
number  of  paces  from  north  to  south,  and  afterwards  from  east  to  west;  and  then,  having  let  his  hand 
go,  he  went  as  he  pleased  on  the  said  land  of  the  Bayou  of  the  Adaise,  pulled  up  grass,  made  holes  in  the 
ground,  planted  stakes,  cut  bushes,  threw  dust  into  the  air  and  on  to  the  ground,  and  performed  several 
other  things  and  capers,  as  evidence  of  the  possession  which  I  had  given  him  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty, 
whom  God  preserve,  of  the  said  land,  with  the  extent  and  boundaries  which  he  has  demanded,  and  iu 
proof  of  the  property  which  lie  now  holds  iu  it  as  sole  master  by  virtue  of  this  act  of  possession,  and, 
also,  as  a  symbol  of  the  right  .jf  property  which  he  f.u'ever  holds  on  said  land,  of  one  league  on  each 
course  of  the  compass,  in  the  manner,  place,  and  with  the  boundaries  expressed  in  his  foreg.jing-  p.etition, 
with  all  uses  and  privileges  thereunto  belonging;  and,  afterwards,  I  have  designated  the  aforesaid  tract 
of  land  by  the  name  of  San  Pedro  de  las  Adais'e,  so  that  it  may  forever  go  by  that  name;  and,  in  order 
that  said'Pedro  Dolet  may  be  forever  quieted  in  the  peaceable  enj.iyment  of  his  said  land  agreeably  t.:)_ 
law,  and  that  the  evidence  of  his  right  may  appear,  I  have  signed  these  presents,  with  the  witnesses  of 
my  assistance,  at  San  Pedro  de  las  Adaise,  the  day,  month,  and  year  aforesaid. 

"JOSE  CAYETANO  DE  ZEPEDA. 

"  JosK  Luis  DE  L.A.  Vega. 

"ViCEXTE  DEL  RiO." 

"  Having  seen  the  foregoing  proces  verbal  of  possession  given  to  Pedro  Dolet,  and  without  opposition, 
let  this  original  document  be  recorded,  and  let  the  party  have  such  evidence  of  it  as  will  enable  him  to 
prove  his  right  of  property.  I,  Bernado  Fernandez,  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  and  commandant  of  the  post 
of  Nacogdoches,  in  the  presence  of  the  witnesses  of  my  assistance,  did  receive  and  record  the  said  deed 
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in  place  of  a  notary,  tliere  being  none;  and  I  did  not  seal   it,  having  no  seal  of  office.     In  testimony 
whereof,  I  have  signed  these  presents  tlie  14th  day  of  January,  1790. 

"BERNADO  FERNANDEZ. 
"Assisting-  witnesses:  Josfc  M.\.  Gr.\Di.\XA. 

"MiG.    S.iNCHEZ. 

"A  correct  copy  from  tlie  original,  deposited  with  the  public  records  in  my  possession.  Taken,  cor- 
rected, and  compared,  for  and  at  tlie  request  of  Don  Pedro  Dolet,  in  presence  of  the  witnesses  of  my 
assistance,  who  with  me  signed  these  presents,  at  Nacogdoches,  the  30tli  day  of  May,  1796. 

"BERNADO  FERNANDEZ. 
"Attest:  Mif:uEi,  Sanchez. 

"Josio  Maria  Ouadiana." 

In  further  su)iport  of  the  cUiim  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 
"Bertrand  Plaisance,  being'  duly  sworn,  saj's  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Pierre  Dolet  in  their  notice  No.  113;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described. 
Deponent  knows  that  Pierre  Dolet  had  his  vacharie,  consisting  of  a  large  stock,  on  the  land  claimed  at 
least  thirtj'-five  years  ago;  that  he  lived  on,  occupied,  and  cultivated  the  land  claimed  at  that  time,  and 
that  the  said  inliabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  the 
first  establishment  until  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  imi)rovement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  about  three  hundred  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  coniirnied,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  "  claims 
of  the  first  class." 

114.  John  Litton,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  fded  liis  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
San  Miguel,  bounded  on  the  west  l)_y  land  claimed  by  Samuel  Davenport,  and  containing  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  tlie  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"James  Gray  and  Asa  Beckum,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John 
Xitton  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  iniialiitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  lifty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  "claims 
of  the  third  class." 

115.  Asa  Beckum,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
San  Miguel,  bounded  on  the  M-est  by  claim  of  Samuel  Davenport,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  James  Gray  and  John  Litton,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  said  Asa 
Beckum  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
was  occupied,  inliabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  Febriiary  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inliabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time,  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land 
claimed  embraces  about  twelve  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  "claims 
of  the  third  class." 

116.  Hannah  McKimm,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land,  by 
virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
southwest  fork  of  Bayou  Provincial,  bounded  on  the  north  by  James  McKimm,  and  containing  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres.     In  suiiport  of  this  claim  no  admissible  proof  was  ofl'ered.     Therefore, 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
"claims  of  the  fourth  class." 

117.  Nancy  R.  Hays,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  both 
sides  of  the  Bayou  Provincial,  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  land  claimed  by  James  McKimm,  senior,  and 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"John  Sibley,  being  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  laud  claimed  by  Nancy  R.  Hays  in  her  above  notice; 
that  said  land  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and 
cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  her  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February 
22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since 
that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about 
ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  "claims 
of  the  third  class." 

118.  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying  within 
the  late  neutral  territory,  lying  and  being  on  the  Bayou  ^Vallace,  bounded  below  by  the  heirs  of  James 
Quinilty,  on  the   north  by  the  heirs  of  Fran9ois   Prudhommc,   and   containing   the   contents  of  a  league 

square,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  grant  to  Jacob  Wallace,  dated  . ;  transferred  by  the  heirs  of 

the  grantee  to  the  claimant  and  William  C.  Alexander,  May  20,  1809,  and  by  the  latter  to  the  claimant  on 
May  18,  1820. 

No  document  of  title  or  testimony  of  any  kind  was  filed  with  this  notice,  but  we  were  referred  gen- 
erally to  a  notice  of  the  same  claimant  filed  with  the  late  register,  under  the  act  of  May  11,  1820,  wliere 
the  grant,  the  foundation  of  his  claim  in  both  cases,  is  found.  No  benefit  can  result  to  the  applicant 
from  an  examination  of  his  title  here,  and  we  think  it  more  regular  that  the  titles  should  remain  as  at  first 
filed,  to  be  reported  by  the  register  under  the  above  mentioned  act.     Therefore, 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
"  claims  of  the  fourth  class." 

119.  The  heirs  of  Michael  Quinn,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming,  by  virtue 
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of  u(_'iMi|);ilioii,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  nf  hnul  lyiiiij;  within  tlic  laic  ncntial  1(>i'ritory,  silnatcd 
on  the  headwaters  of  the  Bayou  Bain,  bounded  nn  ihc  nmlhwest  liy  land  claiiind  liy  .bihn  Sibley,  nn  all 
oIluT  sides  bv  land  supposed  to  be  vacant,  and  ciml  aiiiiiii;'  six  lnnidr<'d  and  !>  >ity  acres.  The  I'laiin  is 
supported  liy  the  following-  testiinuny  taken  helore  the  Imanl: 

".bilin  Sibley,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  Iviiuws  the  land  claimed  li\  the  lieiis  nf  Michail  •,)ninn 
in  their  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  siliialeas  is  tin  rein  descrilicd ;  lli.il  the  same  was 
inhabited,  nccupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  ancestor  of  tin'  claimant,  by  his  li\ing  and  -inwing  coin,  iVc, 
tlu'rciiii,  on  and  previous  to  February  '2'2,  ISI',1;  lliat  said  inhaliitaliim,  uccn|ial  i.m,  and  (idti\  atinn  has 
been  continui'tl  by  the  idainiant  uninterrupledly  since  that  time  to  the  pri'sent  day;  and  that  the  clainiant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embraci^  about  twenty-live  aia-cs." 

Wc  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  tn  be  coidirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  ha\e  classed  it  with  the 
"claims  of  the  third  class." 

120.  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  uf  Xatchituches,  tiled  his  nnticc  claiming,  by  \irtne  ef  a  Spanish 
concession,  issued  by  the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches,  dated  October  Id,  l"7'.t,  in  favnr  <<['  Francis 
Morvan,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  im  betli  sides,  and  in  the  forks  of 
Bayou  Durasmus  or  Bayou  Morvan,  bounded  below  by  land  claimed  by  tlie  heirs  of  linnard  Faiitalion,  and 
containing  1,000  acres.  No  document  of  title,  or  testimony  of  any  kind,  was  tiled  with  this  notice;  and 
our  remarks  in  the  claim  No.  lis  are  strictly  applicable  to  this.    Therefoic,  foi-  the  reasons  tlieic  gixcn, 

^\'e  arc  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  havi'  classed  it  with 
"claims  of  the  fourth  class." 

121.  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice,  as  assignee  of  Onnelle  liondin, 
claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  both  sides  of  Bayou  St.  John,  and  containing  tUO  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by 
the  following"  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  tiaspard  Bodiii  and  Francois  liobin,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  kn(.)W  the  land  claimed  by  John 
Sibley  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated,  by  Ounette  Bodin,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his 
living  and  growing'  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  more  than  twenty-five  y-ears  past;  that  said  iidiabitation,  occupa- 
tion, and  cultivation  was  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Ounette  for  four  or  five  years,  and  until  Ins 
sale  to  the  claimant;  that  the  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  seven  acres."  It  is  not 
shown,  neither  can  it  be  inferred  from  the  testimony,  that  the  land  claimed  was  either  occupied,  inhabited, 
or  cultivated,  on  February  22,  1819;  though  occupied  twenty-five  years  ago,  the  claimant's  assignor  sub- 
sequently abandoned  his  possession,  and  the  land  thereby  reverted  to  the  di.imain.  ^Ve  think,  according 
to  the  usage  and  laws  of  the  Spanish  government  of  Texas,  that  the  claimant's  right,  at  tlie  date  of  the 
treaty,  would  not  have  been  recognized  as  valid. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  cimfirnied,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
"  claims  of  the  fourth  class." 

122  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Littlepage  Robinson,  lileil  his  notice 
claiming  a  tract  of  laud  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Bain,  and  containing 
one  league  square,  claimed  bj'  virtue  of  a  concession  granted  by  the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches,  dated 

,  in  favor  of  said  Littleiiage  Kobinson,  and  which  concession  the  claimant  alleges  is  lost  or  mislaid. 

The  claimant  produced  the  following  testimony  to  establish  the  existence  of  the  grant  and  its  subsequent 
loss: 

'■  William  Ettridge,  being'  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  John  Sibley  in  Iiis 
above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Littlepage  Robinson,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and 
growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  more  than  twenty-five  years  ago;  that  the  land  then  laid  unoccupied  for  about 
twelve  j'ears,  wdien  it  was  occupied  by  one  Petit.  Witness  says  that  several  years — say  ten  or  twelve — 
after  Robinson  left  the  land,  he,  Robinson,  told  this  deponent  he  had  a  Spanish  reipiete  fjr  the  tract 
claimed,  and  that  he  did  not  intend  to  relinquish  the  same.  Witness  never  saw  the  requete,  but  believes 
that  one  did  exist  in  favor  of  Robinson  for  the  land  claimed." 

"  Gaspard  Bodin,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  John  Sibley  in  his  above 
notice;  deponent  well  recollects  that,  about  thirty-five  years  ago,  the  deceased,  Mr.  R(:iuquette,  brought 
from  New  Orleans  a  requete  or  concession  for  the  land  claimed  in  favor  of  Littlepage  Robinson.  He 
recollects  the  circumstances  with  more  certainty,  because  the  same  Mr.  Rouquette  brought,  at  the  same 
time,  a  requete  in  favor  of  his  father-inda-w.  The  concession  was  read  in  [iresenco  of  deponent  by  Mr. 
Rouquette." 

The  testimony  to  establish  the  first  fact,  viz:  the  present  existence  of  the  grant,  is  weak  indeed. 
This  first  witness  was  told  by  the  grantee,  Robinson,  that  he  had  a  requete  for  the  land;  and  in  conse- 
quence, no  doubt,  witness  really  believed  that  one  did  exist.  The  declaration  of  the  second  witness  must 
be  entirely  disregarded,  for  he  speaks  of  the  concession  being  brought  from  New  Orleans,  when  tlie 
claimant  himself  in  his  notice  declares  "it  was  granted  by  the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches."  Nothing 
then  supports  the  claimant's  pretensions  but  tlie  declaration  of  his  vendor,  or  at  most  a  vague  belief 
created,  we  may  suppose,  by  him. 

We  cannot  hesitate  in  declaring  our  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the 
abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  IViurth  class. 

123.  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  John  L.  Petit,  filed  his  notice  claiming-, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  laud  Ij'ing  within  the  late  neutral  territory 
and  situated  as  follows:  bounded  and  having-  a  front  of  sixteen  acres  on  the  road  from  Natchitoches  to  the 
Sabine,  crossing  the  Bayou  Bain,  and  running  up  the  Baj'ous  Adaise  and  Chacta  for  quantity,  and  contain- 
ing tJ40  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  liefore  the  board: 

"William  Ettridge,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  kn(jws  the  land  claimed  by  John  Sibley  in  his 
above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  iidiabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  L.  Petit,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  etc.,  thereon,  in  the  years  180'J 
and  1810,  as  well  as  witness  recollects;  afterwards  the  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  was 
continued  bj'  .Samuel  Duvasset  for  the  claimant,  wdio  lived  thereon  until  expelled  by  the  American  and 
Spanish  troops  in  1812,  by  whom  the  house  and  buildings  were  burned;  after  wdiich  the  land  remained 
unemployed,  though  the  fences  were  kept  up  until  about  1814,  when  Henry  Quirk  and  Michael  (iuin,  as 
tenants  of  the  claimant,  moved  on  the  land,  who  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  the  same  for  one  or 
two  years.     When  witness  last  saw  the  land  claimed  there  were  about  twelve  acres  improved.     Witness 
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does  not  know  that  Quin  lived  on  the  h\nd  as  tenant  of  tlie  claimant,  but  knows  that  Quirk  did."  The 
land  claimed  was  vohudarily  aliandoned  jM-evious  to  the  date  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  and  consequently  every  riji,-lit  resulting  from  occupation  and  cnltivation  was  thereby  relin(iuishcd. 
(See  No.  12L) 

AVe  are  of  opinion  this  claim  dught  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
claims  of  the  fourth  class. 

124.  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming;,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  botii  sides 
of  the  Bayou  Adaise,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  the  claimant,  and  containing  G40  acres.  The 
claim  is  supported  bj-  the  following  testimonj': 

"William  Ettridge,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  John  Sildey  in  his 
above  notice;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  Evans,  by  his  living  and 
growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon  as  a  tenant  of  the  claimant  in  the  year  1813;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupa- 
tion, and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  since  that  period  by  the  claimant,  through  said 
Evans,  Henry  Quirk,  John  Sheridan,  Andrew  Leaper,  and  Robert  McDonald,  his  tenants,  to  the  present 
time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

12.5.  John  Baptiste  Perot,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
paticin,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place 
called  Triesyllanos,  on  the  road  leading  from  Natchitoches  to  the  Ormcgas,  on  the  Sabine,  and  containing 
040  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Samuel  Davenport  and  Jose  M.  Mora,  being  severally  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed 
by  John  Baptiste  Perot  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described; 
that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon, '^ui  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  this  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the 
land  claimed  embrace  about  fifteen  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

126.  Green  Cook,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Henry  Shabino,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  river  Sabine,  about  one  mile  above  the  Bayou  Negreite,  bounded,  as  is  supposed,  on  all 
sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken 
before  the  board  : 

"  Joshua  Rawlings,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Green  Cook  in  his 
above  notice  ;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described  ;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Henry  Shabino,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  planting 
peacli  trees,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819  ;  that  he,  deponent,  saw  the  claimant  on 
the  land,  cultivating,  living  on,  and  improving  the  same,  in  1823;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements 
on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  fifteen  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

127.  George  Slaughter,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Lewis  Warren,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  liabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Saline  bayou,  about  two  miles  from  the  Sabine  river,  about  one 
mile  from  the  site  of  Camp  Ripley,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following 
testimony  taken  before  the  board  : 

"  Joel  Lakie  and  Johnson  Rawlins,  being  sworn,  severally  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
George  Slaughter  in  his  above  notice  ;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described  ;  that 
said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Louis  Warren,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by 
his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819  ;  that  said  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation  lias  been  continued  by  said  Warren  and  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the 
present  time  ;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twelve  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

128.  Remy  Christie,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  left  bank 
of  Bayou  See,  boundc'd  on  the  west  by  Guillaume  Bebe,  cast  and  south  by  vacant  laud,  and  containing 
G40  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Jacques  Herrier  and  Sezar  Christy,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Remy 
Christie  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situate  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

129.  William  P.Davidson,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  John  Humphreys,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  of  the  Three  Prairies,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Lewis  Latham,  and  on  the 
east  by  Josd  Ma.  Mora,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"  Lewis  Latham  and  Thomas  Wilson,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  William 
P.  Davidson  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  hj  John  Humphreys,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his 
living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  said  Humphreys  and  the  claimant  since  that  period 
to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  improvements  on  the  land  embrace  about  eighteen  acres." 
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Wc  are  of  opinion  this  claim  oiiLClit  to  Iio  iMnllrninl,  and  in  tin-  alisti-art  liavo  classcil  it  willi  claiiiis 
of  the  tliird  class. 

130.  Tlionnis  ^\'ilson,  of  the  ]>arisli  of  Natchituclu's,  filed  his  nnlirc  <'lalniiiiL;\  liy\irlni-  of  n,iii|,ii- 
tion.  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyinjj;  within  the  laic  ni'Ulial  tcnil.piy,  and  silualid  ,,i\ 
the  Uavou  of  the  Three  Prairies,  bonnded  by  Lewis  Latham  nn  the  cast,  and  liy  Henry  <-|iiirk  on  the  west, 
and  containing'  (540  acres.     In  snpport    of  the  claim  the  fulluw  inu'  tcstini'iny  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Lewis  Latham  and  Antonio  Dios,  lieinj;"  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Tlmmas  Wilson 
in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  sit\iated  and  lyin^'  as  i.s  tlierein  described;  that  the  same  was  occn- 
picd,  inhabited,  and  c\dtivateil  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  gmwing  corn,  iVc.,  tlierc ,  on  ami  pre- 
vious to  Lebnniry  --.  ISl'.l;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cnllivalion  has  been  continued  by  (he 
claimant  since  tliat  period  to  the  pres(Md  time;  and  that  the  claimaiit's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed 
embrace  about  seven  acres  " 

We  are  of  ojdnion  this  claim  ought  to  lie  conllrmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

131.  Thomas  Wilson,  of  the  ]iarisli  of  Natchitoches,  assig'nee  of  I'ouillo  Morales,  filiMl  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  Indiitiition,  and  cultivaticui,  a  tract  of  I  a  ml  lying'  within  the  late  nentr.il 
territory,  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Hayou  of  the  Three  Prairies,  bounded  on  the  east  by  other  hinds 
of  the  claimant,  and  on  the  west  by  Henry  Quirk,  and  containing  lUO  acres.  The  claim  is  supporte'd  l.iy 
the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Louis  Latham  and  Martino  Dios,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Th(jmas  Wilson 
in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying'  and  situate  a.s  is  therein  descrilied;  that  said  land  was  occu- 
pied, inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  Poudlo  Morales,  undi'r  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and 
growing  corn,  &c  ,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  '22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claim- 
ant's impro\'emenls  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  live  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  i.iught  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

132.  Thomas  Gray,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  James  Bridges,  filed  his  notice  claim- 
ing, 1)3"  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  Ij'ing  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  waters  of  tlie  Negreite  baj'ou,  bounded  on  the  north  liy  claim  of  Samuel  Daven- 
port, and  containing  640  acres.  Tlie  claim  is  suiiported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the 
board: 

"Joel  Leak}'  and  Thomas  Leaky,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Thomas  Gray  in 
his  above  notice;  that  said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  James  Bridges,  under  ■ndioni 
the  claimant  holds,  bj'  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819; 
that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  said  Bridges  and  by  the  claim- 
ant since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  tliat  tlie  claimant's  im[irovements  on  the  land  claiiried 
embrace  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

133.  Thomas  Gray,  of  the  pari.sh  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  John  Mackey,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Negreite  bayou,  bounded,  as  is  supposed,  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Joel  Leaky,  being  sworn,  says  tliat  he  kno'U's  the  land  claimed  by  Thomas  Gray,  assignee  of  John 
Mackey,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  situate  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819,  by  John  Mackey,  under 
whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  cutting  cane,  &c.,  thereon." 

"Nicholas  Jacks,  being  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  above  claimed;  that  the  same  was  occupied, 
inhabited,  and  cultivated  in  the  years  1820,  1821,  and  1822,  and  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  has 
been  uninterruptedly  continued  from  February  22,  1819,  until  this  time." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

134.  Polly  Lemmons,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  lier  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Cow 
bayou  north  of  Bayou  Pedro,  bounded  on  the  south  liy  a  claim  of  H.  McGuffin,  and  on  the  other  sides 
by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  survey  drawn  by  John  Dinsinorc,  jr., 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  dated  Septendjer  29,  1823,  and  filed  with  the  notice.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Thomas  Wilson  and  Louis  Latham,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Polly 
Lemmons  iu  her  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhaViited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  on  and  previous  to  Februarj'  22,  1819,  by  the  claimant's  living 
and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed 
embrace  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

135.  Macedonia  Grammon,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  claimed  by  Andre  Galindo,  on  the  west  by  John  Maximillien, 
east  by  a  street  of  a  Spanish  village,  south  bj-  Francisco  tJrammon,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim 
is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Francisco  Rosalis  and  Florien  Gonzales,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Macedonia  (jrammon  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described; 
that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  Februar_y  22,  1819;  that  said  inhaldtation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  liy  tlie  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ments on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 
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136.  John  Cortes,  of  Bayou  See,  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  Ij'iny  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
See,  bounded  on  the  east  bj-  Francisco  Rosalis,  on  the  west  by  John  Burdau,  on  the  south  by  a  street  of  a 
Spanish  village,  and  containing  040  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"F.  Rosalis  and  F.  Gonzales,  being  dulj'  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Cortes  in 
his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhal.iited, 
occujjied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  occu])ation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation.has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
1)3'  the  claimant  since  that  period  tci  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  three  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class  " 

137.  Lettrieus  Alrio,  of  the  i)arish  of  Natciiitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying 
within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  north  by  John  Grammon,  on 
the  east  by  John  Maximillien,  east  by  a  street  of  a  Sjianish  village,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim 
is  supported  bj'  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  Rosalis  and  Feliciano  Gonzales,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Lettrieus 
Alrio  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

Wo  are  of  opinion  tliis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  "  third  class." 

138.  Simon  Montalbo,  of  the  jjarish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
Sec,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Andres  Gallin,  west  by  Maximillien,  east  by  a  street  of  a  Spanish  village, 
and  containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  foUnwing  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Francisco  Rosalis  and  Feliciana  Gonzales,  being  sworn,  say  tliey  know  the  land  claimed  bj-  Simon 
Montalbo  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
■was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  )n-evious  to  Feliruary  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  imiirovements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have,  in  the  abstract,  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "  third  class" 

139.  Widow  Cianasien  Parrira,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated 
on  the  Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  north  by  John  Maximillien,  on  the  east  by  Francisco  Grammon,  on  the 
west  by  Estevan  Bascus,  and  containing  640  acres.  In  support  of  which  the  following  testimony  was 
taken  before  the  board: 

"  F.  Rosalis  and  F.  Gonzales,  being  duly  sworn,  both  declare  tliat  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Ganasien  Parrira  (widow)  in  her  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described; 
that  said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  her  living  and  growing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the 
claimant's  improvements  on  land  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  in  the  abstract  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

140.  John  Grammon,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  Andreas  Galino,  south  by  Antonio  Le  Rous,  and  containing  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  bj'  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  P.  Rosalis  and  F.  Gonzales,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Juan  Grammon 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ments on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  three  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

141  Widow  Intercste  Toval,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated 
on  the  Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Cutenies,  north  and  cast  liy  Jose  Antonio,  south  by  vacant  land, 
and  containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  F.  Rosalis  and  F.  Gonzales,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Intereste  Toval 
in  her  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  being  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  her  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  lias  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  tlie  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  one  acre." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  tlie  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

142.  Estevan  Bascus,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territorj',  situated  on  the  Bayou 
See,  bounded  on  the  east  by  John  Maximilli'en,"on  the  west  by  Peter  Patterson,  on  the  nortli  by  a  street 
of  a  Siianisli  village,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken 
before  tiie  board: 

"Irancisco  Rosalis  and   Fclician   Gonzales,  being  duly  sworn,  saj' they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
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Estevrtu  r>us('iis  ill  his  above  nuticc;  tliat  the  sumo  is  lying'  iiiid  situated  as  is  tliereiii  descrili(Ml;  that 
said  lanil  was  iiilialiitcil,  .iren|Mcd,  and  eilltivated  by  tiie  claiiiiaiil ,  by  bis  iiviiij;-  anil  p,-r()\vinj;'  Curii,  iVc, 
tlierecin,  on  and  ]ire\i"Us  \i>  l''rbiiiaiv  --,  INl'.';  Iliat  said  inbabilatioii.  (H-en|iatiiiii,  and  eidl  ival  imi  has 
been  nnintniuptedly  ennliniied  by  llie  ilaiiiiant  since  thai  iHa'iml  to  the  |ir(sciil  liiiir;  and  (hal  Ihi' 
ehiiniant's  iniiUMVenients  nn  tlie  hind  elainied  cndiraci'  ab.piil  two  aeics." 

We  are  lA'  npinion  tins  elaini  oni;'ht  tu  be  c-Miilinned,  and  in  the  alistraet  ha\i'  ebissi'd  it  with  ehiinis 
of  the  "third  elass." 

143.  Till'  heirs  and  le^-al  i'e|iresentatives  of  Ivhvaid  .Min|iliy,  of  the  parish  i>|'  Nalehiloi^lies,  tiled  their 
notice  clainiinj;',  bv  \irlne  oT  a  Spaiush  j^-rant  dateil  Oetober  IS,  17111,  a  tiael  of  land  lyinjj;  within  thc^ 
lute  neutral  teia'it'ory.  situated  on  the  Ijuyiui  Hondo,  and  eoutainin.n'  '2,-2-22.S-l  acres,  a<;'reeably  to  a 
plat  of  sin\cy  drawn  liy  Samuel  Cook,  then  deputy  sur\'i'yor  of  the  I'nited  States,  dateil  Deeember 
7,  ISOli,  and  lili'd  with  the  notice.  An  origdnal  document,  of  which  the  followiuf;-  is  a  translation,  is  liled 
with    the  notice; 

"Skn.  l.iKirKXANT  (bivKKMiu:  Ivhvard  Murpliy,  of  the  post  of  Nali'liitoclies,  jiart  of  the  pro\ince  of 
Louisiana,  presents  himself  bifoie  you,  and  says,  that  on  the  mare-in  o|'  a  cieek  nanu'd  Aroya  Hondo,  whii'li 
separates  the  two  ])ro\  inces  on  the  side  of  the  proxince  of  'I'e.xas,  and  on  the  niarudn  between  the  royal 
road  and  anotlnu-  which  i)asses  by  the  Bayou  St.  .lohn,  there  is  a  cove  wliicli  1  lind  so  advantageous  for 
collecting  my  cattle.  I  I'Cg  your  honor  would  please  to  grant  nic  [jossessiuu  of  those  lands,  from  which  I 
sh.-ill  reap  great  advantage,  fiaving  no  place  to  collect  my  cattle;  and  inorcovei-,  to  grant  mo  on  this  paper, 
there  beinu'  none  stamped;  linmblv  ask  of  vour  lionor  tluit  it  may  ]ilease  you  to  e-ive  me  possession  of  s.iid 
land. 

"  N.\coi;iio(  iiKs    (kiiilicr  17,  17'.U. 

"MOKFIT." 

"  Xacikuiochks,  Ortohcr  1^,  17'.)1. 
"In   c.)nsei|ui>nce  of  the  jietition,  and  that  the  land  solicited  is  in  the  jirovincc  of  Texas,  and  vacant, 
I   do   e-rant    it    in   due   and  best  form,  and,  that  it  nuiy  so  appear,  I  si.gn  this  at  Nacogdoches,  Octobei-  l,s, 
17'.tl. 

••.VN'fOMO   (ilL  Y  r.AlJVO." 

We  arc  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  first  class. 

144.  JIario  Flores,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  «'ithiu  the  late  neuti-al  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Francois  Le  Rons,  south  by  vacant  land,  north  and  east  by  claimants  from 
the  village,  and  containing-  (140  acres.  The  claim  is  suiii)orted  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  F.  (lonzales  and  Martino  Dies,  being  s^voni,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Marie  Flores 
(widow)  in  her  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  her  living  and  growing  com,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occn})ation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
,  unintcrruiitedly  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

"145.  Malcliore  Mountsoul,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  liis  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
habitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on 
the  Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Andreas  tialindo,  on  the  west  by  (Janastii-n  I'arrira.  on  the  east 
by  a  street  of  a  Spanish  village,  and  containing  (540  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following- 
testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and  Martiuo  Dios,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Mah  hor 
Mountsoul  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  hind 
■was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been 
unhiterruptedly  continued  liy  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimants 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

140.  Manuel  Grammon,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  iiccupa- 
tion,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  liounded  on  the  north  by  John  Granunon,  on  the  east  by  Ganaticn  I'arrira,  -west  by  the  street 
of  a  Spanisli  village,  and  containing-  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"  F.  Gonzales  and  Martino  Dios,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Manuel  Grammon 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  until  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

147.  Domingo  Gonzales,  of  the  parish  of  Xatchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  iif  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory-,  and  situate  on  the 
Bayou  See,  bounded  north  by  David  Waltman,  on  the  west  by  Jose  Antonio  !Manchack,  on  other  sides  by 
vacant  land,  and  containing  G40  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and  Martin  Dios,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  tlie  land  claimed  by  Domingo  Gonzales 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  bj-  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  con- 
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tinned  bj'  tlie  claiinaut  since  that  period  to  tlie  present  day;  and  tliat  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the 
land  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opiniciu  this  claim  oug-ht  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  tliird  class. 

148.  lo-natio  Curtinas,  cjf  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming-,  hy  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivatinn,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Jose  Antonio  llodrigues,  on  tlie  west  by  John  Burdan,  and  containing 
640  acres.     Tlie  claim  is  sujiported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"P.  Gonzales  and  ^Lartiii  lHos,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  liy  Ignatio  Curtinas 
in  hi.s  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  being  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  bj-  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  g-rownng  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  Pebruaiy  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
uninterruptedly  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements 
on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  one  acre." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  tlie  third  class. 

14'.!.  John  Burdan,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  Bayou  See, 
bounded  on  the  west  by  John  Maximillien,  on  the  north  by  Jose  Antonio  Rodrigues,  and  south  by  a  street 
of  a  S|ianish  village,  and  containing  G40  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"P.  Gonzales  and  Martin  Dios,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Burdan 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  tlierein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  three  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  allowed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "  third  class." 

150.  John  Pierre  Burdan,  of  the  parish  of  Xatchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  John  Ma.ximillien,  on  the  north  by  Jose  Antonio  Rodrigues,  and  south  by  a 
street  in  a  Spanish  village,  and  containing  G40  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"  P.  Gonzales  and  Martin  Dios,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Pierre 
Burdan  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  Ij'ing  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  bj^  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present  daj-;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "  third  class." 

151.  John  Baptiste  Burdan,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on 
Bayou  See,  bounded  by  Francisco  Grammon  on  the  west,  and  on  the  north  by  Jose  Antonio  Rodrigues, 
containing  040  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  P.  Gonzales  and  Martin  Dios,  Ijcing  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Baptiste  Burdan 
in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to 
Februaiy  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  it  is  classed  with  claims  of 
the  "  third  class." 

152.  Thomas  McNeilly,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  John  Gardner,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  Bay-ou  Mill  creek,  a  branch  of  the  Kisatchie,  bounded  by  vacant  land  on  all  sides, 
and  containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"John  Warrick  and  E,  Smith,  l)eing  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Thomas  McNeilly  in 
his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  tiardner,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  growing- 
corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  ]irevious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultiva- 
tion has  been  continued  uninterruptedly  since  that  time,  by  said  Gardner  and  the  claimant,  to  the  present 
day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

153.  John  Dinsniore,  jr.,  of  the  county  of  Opelousas,  assignee  of  Sezare  Laffitt,  who  purchased  of 
James  Gaines,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of 
land  lying  witiiin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  waters  of  Bayou  Grand  Cannes,  bounded  as 
is  described  in  a  plat  of  survey  filed  with  the  notice,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Samuel  Norris  and  Sylvestrc  Poissot,  being  sworn,  each  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by- 
John  Dinsmore,  jr.,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  James  Gaines,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Gaines,  and  others  holding-  through  him,  since  that  period  to  the 
present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

154.  Robert  McDonald,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Stephen  Moore,  filed  his  notice 
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claiiuiiit;',  liv  virtiR'  of  dccupatioii,  habitatioii,  and  riillivatinii,  a  tra<'t  of  land  lyinj;' witliin  tlie  late  ncniiiil 
torritnrv,  situated  on  the  liayoii  (if  tlie  Tlu'co  I'laiiics,  Iminidcd  uii  ihc  west  by  Jose;  M.  Mora,  mi  liic  cust 
bv  .los(''  V  de  Barvo,  and  omlainin^;-  (UO  aoii-s  I'lu'  claim  is  snp|inrtcd  \>\  liio  foilowijii;-  Icslimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

■•  1,.  l.alhani  and  M.  Dio.s,  beinj;-  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  elainied  by  ll.ibei-t  .Nbd»unald 
in  his  above  notice;  tliat  the  same  is  lyin<i'  and  silnale  as  is  tlierein  di'scribcd ;  lliat  said  land  was 
inhaliited,  occniiied,  and  culti\-al<'d  by  Stephen  Moore,  (wlm  s.ild  to  the  claimant,)  by  his  livini;-  and 
ijrowini;'  corn,  Ac,  thereon,  mi  and  ]ire\ions  to  Fidirnary  :22,  ISl'.i;  that  said  inhaliitatioii,  (iccu|iation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  sai<l  Moore  and  the  idaimant  since  that  period  to 
the  present  time;   and  that  the  (daimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  oidnion  this  claim  ou.n'ht  tu  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  (dainis 
of  the  third  class. 

155.  Andrew  Bassani,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  liled  his  notice  claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyinj^  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Cany  bayou,  -waters  of  the  Bayou  of  the  Three  Prairies,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  cinitaininy 
640  acre's.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and  Martin  Dios,  being-  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  laml  claimed  by  Andrew 
Bassam  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  nninterruiitedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  jiresi-nt  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confiruieil,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class."' 

15(5.  Juan  Colass  Burdan,  of  the  ])arish  of  Natchitoihes,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyin.g  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  John  Grammon,  on  the  north  by  Josii  Antonio  Eodrigues,  and 
containing  040  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  tlu!  fcdlowing  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  F.  (Jonzales  and  M.  Dios,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Juan  Colass 
Burdan  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growin,g  corn,  ic,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1S19;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
ments on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  five  acres." 

Being  of  opinion  this  claint  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "third 
class." 

157.  Jose  Arriole,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming-,  Ly  virtue  of  occuiiation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  John  Grammon,  and  on  the  south  by  a  street  of  a  Spanish  village,  and 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  su]iported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  F.  Gonzales  and  M.  Dios,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Jose  Arriole  in 
.his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  l.-^'ing  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  laud  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  uninterruptedly 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

Being-  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  tlie  "  third  class." 

158.  Regoria  Shirnack,  of  the  parish  of  Natchifi.iches.  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivatiou,  a  tract  of  laud  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  the 
Cavasses,  on  Baj-ou  See,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Ma.  Lecuirs,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and 
containing  040  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and  J.  Ivodrigucs,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Kegoria 
Shirnack  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitati(jn,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

159.  Felician  Gonzales,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Caney  bayou,  (Cavasses,)  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  040  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"Martin  Dios  and  A.  Rodrigues,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Felician 
Gonzales  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situate  and  Ijnng  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  bj'  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

160.  Francisco  Eosales,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territ(.iry,  situated  on  Bayou 
See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Josii  Ao.  Rodrigues,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  contaiinng  040 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and  Martin  Dios,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  liy  Francisco 
Eosales  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  .growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupiation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 


120  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  445. 

nipti'dly  continued  by  tlie  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  chximant's 
improvements  on  the  hind  claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

AVe  are  of  the  opinion  this  clairji  ou.i^-ht  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

IGL  Jose  Bascus,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  fded  his  notice  claiming',  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
haliitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory',  situated  on  Bayou  See, 
bounded  west  by  I'eter  Patterson,  north  by  a  street  of  a  Spanish  villag'e,  and  containing  C40  acres.  The 
claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and  M.  Dios,  being-  duly  sworn,  saj'  they  know  the  land  claimed  bj'  Jose  Bascus  in  his 
above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  habited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  livinjf  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhal)itation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
by  the  clainumt  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  two  acres. 

We  are  of  opini(in  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

162.  Poitevent  Blood  worth,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Joseph  Grubbs,  tiled  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situate  on  the  north  side  of  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded  above  by  Eli  Smith  and  below  by  David 
Wrinkles,  and  containing-  040  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"Major  Smith  and  John  Warrick,  being-  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Poitevent  Bloodworth  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  l^'ing  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Eli  Smith,  under  whom,  by  a  chain  of  conveyance, 
the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819; 
that  said  inliabitati(jn,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Smith  and 
others  and  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirined,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
claims  of  the  "third  class." 

163.  John  AVarrick,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  north- 
west side  of  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  land  claimed  by  Enos  Withers,  and  below  by 
vacant  land,  and  containing-  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  tlie  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  Major  Smith  and  E.  Smith,  being-  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Warrick 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  seven  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  coniirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  "claims 
of  the  third  class." 

164.  John  Wrinkle,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Letton  Jones,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  Ij'ing  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  Placide  Bossier,  and  on  the 
lower  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Major  Smith  and  E.  Smith,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John  Wrinkle  in 
his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  habited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  William  T.  Ilatton,  who  sold  to  Letton  Jones,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds, 
by  his  living-  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  iirevious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabita- 
tion, occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Hatton,  Jones,  and  the 
claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed 
embrace  about  twenty  acres." 

The  land  claimed  appears  to  lie  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Kisatchie,  consequently  -without  the  limits  of 
the  neutral  territory;  we  are  therefore  bound  to  say  -we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed, 
and  in  the  aljstract  have  classed  it  with  "claims  of  the  fourth  class." 

105.  Ilumphroy  Yarborough,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  fded  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  Bayou  Kisatchie,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The 
claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Major  Smith  and  E.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  tlie  land  claimed  by  Humphrey  Yar- 
borough in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  the  same  has  been  uninterruptedly  occupied,  iidiabited,  and 
cultivated  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  tlie  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  "claims 
of  the  third  class." 

160.  Josii  Antonio  Manchac,  of  the  pari.sh  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on 
the  waters  of  Bayou  See,  bounded  north  by  David  Waltman,  on  all  other  sides  bj'  vacant  land,  and 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  (Gonzales  and  J.  A.  Eodrigues,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Jose 
Antonio  Manchac  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that 
said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the 
claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  three  acres." 


1825.] 


CLAIMS    IX    LOUISIANA.  121 


Wo  are  of  oiiiiiiun  this  claim  (iiiL;'lit  to  In'  ivuiliriiuMl,  anil  in  tlic  al>strarl  liavc  elas.scil  it  with  ''rhiiiiis 
of  the  tliinl  chiss." 

\iu.  Martin  Dios,  of  the  parish  of  Natrliildelies,  lilc(l  his  nnfici'  claimin};-,  liy  virt  iic  ol'  <.((ii|)alii>n, 
liabitatioii,  ami  cnltivatioii,  a  tract  of  land  lyinj;-  within  tlic  late  nrntral  Icrritnry,  situatcil  i.n  the  waters 
of  the  Bayou  of  tlu^  Three  I'rairics,  bouniU'd  on  tlie  nortii  liy  Louis  Laliiain,  and  on  all  other  sides  hy 
vacant  laiid,  and  eontainiuL;'  tUO  acres.  Tlie  claim  is  suiiporteil  by  the  lbllowin,i^-  testimony  taken  before 
tlie  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and.).  A.  Kodrigues,  bein,u-  duly  sw.u-n,  say  they  know  the  land  chiimcil  by  Murtin  Dios 
ill  his  above  iiotii-e;  thai  tlu;  same  is  lyiug-  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  habited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  livinj;-  and  j^-rowin,n'  cnrn.  .Vc.,  thciri.u,  on  and  ])revious 
to  February  22,  1819;  tliat  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  .-ultivatinn  has  Icen  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  clainiaufs  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  eig'ht  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirTned,  ami  iii  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
"third  class"  of  claims. 

168.  Jose  Antonio  IJodrigues,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on 
Bayou  See,  bounded  on  the  west  by  John  Burran,  on  the  east  by  Francisco  Itosales,  and  containing  (UO 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Martin  Dios  and  F.  Gon/.rdes,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Jos('  Ant(jnio 
Rodrigues  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  ou 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  ami  that  the  claimanfs  improve- 
ments ou  the  land  claimeil  embrace  about  six  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conhrnied,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

169.  Trinidad  Candado,  of  tlie  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  nf  occupa- 
tion, inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyiug  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated 
within  the  village  of  the  Adaise,  bounded  ou  the  south  by  Francisco  de  Rolms,  on  the  cast  by  church 
lands,  north  by  a  street  of  said  village,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following- 
testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Miguel  Pour  and  Martin  Dios,  being  dtdy  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Trinidad 
Candado  "in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  laud 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claiuuint,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  prior  to  February  22.  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  laud  claimed  embrace  about  three  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

ITO.  Manuel  Bustamente,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitwlies,  filed  his  notice  <-laiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  in  the 
village  of  the  Adaise,  bounded  ou  the  east  by  Trinidad  Gandado,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and 
containing  640  acres.     In  support  of  which  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Martin  Dios  and  Miguel  Poudre,  l)eing  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Manuel  Bustamente 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  clainumt,  by  his  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  laud  claimed  embrace  about  one  acre." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confiruK.'d,  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class.  " 

171.  iMiguel  Pugar,  of  the  paris,  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  liy  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  in  the  village 
of  the  Adaise,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Francisco  de  Rochus,  north  liy  a  street  of  said  village,  ami 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  liefore  the  board: 

"  M.  Dios  and  F.  Gonzales,  being-  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Miguel^  Pugar  in 
his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  tliat  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  sis  acres."' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
claims  of  the  "  third  class." 

172.  Sylvestre  Poissot,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,^ 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  ti-act  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  ou  a  cluiin  ot 
lakes  which  run  parallel  with  Red  river,  bounded  as  is  described  in  a  plat  of  survey  drawn  by  John 
Dinsmore,  jr.,  deputy  surveyiu-  of  the  United  States,  dated  October  5,  1823,  and  filed  with  the  notice, 
containing  122.16   acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Sezare  Laffit  and  Firmin  Poissot,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Sylvestre 
Poissot  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situate  and  Ij^ing  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  gmwing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,\iccupation,  and  cidtivation  has  been  continued 
uninterruptedly  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  tlie  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  emfirace  abijut  twenty-five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  thi-  abstract  liavi-  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class.'' 

173.  Sylvestre  Poissot,  of  the  parish  of  Natcliitoches,  li\i;-al  representative  of  Athanasse  Poissot, 
deceased,  filed  his  nijtice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land 
lying  within  the  late  ne^utral  territory,  situated  on  a  communication  of  lakes  on  the  south  side  of  Red  river, 
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bounded  as  is  described  in  a  plat  of  survej'  drawn  hj  John  Dinsmore,  jr.,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United 
States,  dated  October  5,  1823,  and  filed  witli  the  notice,  containing  203.74  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Cesar  Laffitt  and  Firman  PoLssot,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Sylvestre 
Poissot  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  descrilied;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Athanasse  Poissot,  from  whom  the  claimant  hohls,  by  his  living 
and  growing'  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  jjrinr  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Athanasse  and  the  claimant  since  that  period  to 
the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

174.  Firmin  Poissot,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  a  coulee 
known  by  the  name  of  Bayou  La  Vacharie,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres. 
The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Sezare  Lallitt  and  Sj'lvestre  Poissot,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Firman  Poissot 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  uninterruptedly 
since  that  time  by  the  claimant  to  the  present  day;  and  that  his  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace 
about  four  acres." 

Firmin  Poissot  was  the  claimant  in  his  own  right  in  notice  No.  54;  and  on  proofs  similar  to  the  fore- 
going being  produced,  we  recommended  a  confirmation  of  his  title;  and,  in  conformity  with  our  preceding 
decisions,  this  must  be  rejected. — (See  Nos.  46,  51,  53.) 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "fourth  class." 

175.  Cesar  Laffitt,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoclies,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  Bayou 
Lepoint,  liounded  on  the  lower  side  by  Firmin  Poissot,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Firmin  Poissot  and  S.  Poissot,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Cesar  LafiStt  in  his 
above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by  the  claimant 
uninterruptedly  since  that  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  seven  acres." 

The  claimant,  together  with  Louis  LaflQtt,  have,  before  this  board,  filed  their  notice.  No.  200,  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  a  grant  or  concession,  a  large  tract  at  Las  Orniegas,  which  claim  we  have  recommended  tor 
confirmation;  and  believing  that  an  individual  holding  in  his  own  right,  under  a  grant,  was  .precluded 
under  the  former  government  from  claiming  another  tract  by  virtue  of  occupanc}',  we  are  bound  to  say, 
in  our  opinion,  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the 
"fourth  class." 

176.  Denise  Dios,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  Lake  Goun  de  Mora,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Madam  Chubbidar,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land, 
and  containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"F.  Gonzales  and  Martin  Dios,  being  duly  sworn,  say  tliej'  know  the  land  claimed  by  Denise  Dios  in 
her  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  .and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  liy  her  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  uninter- 
ruptedly since  that  time  by  the  claimant  until  the  present  day;  and  that  her  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  the  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

177.  Jose  Durohas,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Ignatio  Santos,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  in  the  settlement  of  the  Adaise,  on  the  Bayou  (jf  the  Three  Prairies,  bounded  west  by  Manuel 
Santos,  on  all  otlier  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the 
following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Martin  Dios  and  F.  Gonzales,  being  dulj'  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Jos6  Durohas  in 
his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Ignatio  Santos,  (under  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by  his  living  and  growing 
corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Santos  and  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present  day; 
and  that  the  claimant's  improvemenbs  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  six  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "third  class." 

_  178.  Domingo  Santa  Cruz,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  terri'tory,  situated  in  the 
Adaise,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Trinidado  Candido,  on  all  o(her  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Martin  Dios  and  F.  Gonzales,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  tlie  land  claimed  by  Domingo  Santa  Cruz 
in  his  aliove  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  daj';  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  two  acres." 

^Ve  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "third  class." 

179.  Jose  Maria  Soto,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Baptiste  Cheriuo,  filed  his  notice 
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claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  iiilialutation,  ami  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyinj;- within  the  hite  neutral 
territory,  situated  in  the  settlement  of  tlie  Adaise,  liounded  on  the  east  by  Manui'l  Sanlns,  on  all  other  sides 
by  vacant  himl,  and  containing  tUO  aeri'S.  The  claim  is  suii|iiiitrd  by  the  Ibllnwing  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"Louis  Latham  and  Martin  Dios,  being  swern,  say  they  know  tlu'  land  i-l:iiiiied  hy  .losi;  >Liria  Seto  in 
his  above  notice;  that  the  sanu^  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  desrrilied;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
oi'cupied,  and  cultivated  by  Haptiste  Cherino,  (under  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by  his  living  and  growing 
ciirn,  i.'iic.,  thereon,  im  and  prior  to  February  '22,  ISI9;  that  saiil  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  continued  ljy  said  Cherino  and  the  claimant  uniuterniptedly  from  that  time  to  the  present  day; 
and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  laud  clainn-d  embrace  almul  lour  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  lie  coufiniied,  anil  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

180.  Samuel  Davenport,  the  h<drs  and  i-epresentatives  of  Edward  .Murphy,  deceased,  all  of  ihe  parish 
of  Natchitoches;  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Luther  Smith,  of  the  State  of  New  York;  and  the  heir.s 
and  representatives  of  William  Barr,  deceased,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  filed  their  noliee  claiming  a 
tract  of  land,  being  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  Ij'ing  east  of  the  Sabine  river,  <>ii  the  public  road 
from  Natchitoches  to  Gaines'  Ferry,  on  said  river,  at  a  place  called  "La  Nana,"  ha\ing  for  its  centre  the 
prairie  which  joins  the  baj'ou  of  said  "La  Nana,"  to  extend  two  leagues  towards  each  (-ardinal  point,  so 
as  to  form  a  perfect  square  of  four  leagues  lui  each  front  line,  the  centre  to  be  said  |)rairie.  ("laimed  by 
virtue  of  a  grant  apjn'oved  and  signed  by  Don  Jose-  Maria  Guadiana,  comnKindant  of  the  post  of  Nacog- 
doches, August  4,  1T9S,  in  favor  of  said  Edward  Murphy,  who,  November  3,  1798,  ciuiveyed  the  same 
to  the  commercial  partnership  then  existing  between  himself,  (said  Murphy,)  Davenport,  .^mitli,  and 
Barr.     The  claim  is  supported  by  antlienticatcd  documents,  of  which  the  following  are  translations: 

"  Mr.  LiEi'TEXAXT  Governor  :  Don  Edward  Murphy,  of  the  vicinitj'  of  Naco,gdoches,  a]ipears  before  you 
by  petition,  and  saith  that,  from  three  to  four  j-ears  last  past,  I  have  had,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Nacog- 
doclies,  now  under  your  command,  with  the  knowledg'e  of  your  predecessors,  the  former  commandants,  at 
the  place  known  by  the  name  of  .luan  de  M(U-a  Lake,  kept  cattle  and  other  animals,  tor  which,  until  this 
date,  I  have  paid  the  duties  of  tenths;  and  finding  said  place  scarce  of  cane  range  for  the  preservation  and 
increase  of  said  animals,  I  have  recourse  to  you,  [u-aying  for  a  grant  for  a  tract  of  land  at  the  place  called 
'La  Nana,'  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Sabine,  about  seven  leagues  from  its  margin,  and  on  the 
road  leading  from  this  town  to  the  post  of  Natchitoches;  said  tract  of  land,  from  its  centre,  wdiich  is  the 
prairie  joining  the  bayou  of  the  aforesaid  '  La  Nana "  and  immediately  on  said  road,  to  extend  two  leagues 
towards  each  cardinal  point,  so  as  to  form  a  perfect  square  of  four  leagues  in  length  each  front  line,  the 
centre  to  be  said  prairie,  so  that  in  this  space  of  land  I  may  have  a  sufficient  range  for  my  present  and 
future  stock. 

"E.  MURPHY. 

"Nacogdoches,  February  22,  1798.'' 

"  Pass  this  petition  to  the  procurador,  that  he  may  leave  in  possession  of  the  land  the  interested 
person  as  described. 

"GUA  DIANA. 
"July  1,  1798." 

"August  1,  1798. — In  compliance  with  the  foregoing  decree,  I,  Dim  Jose  Cayetano  de  Zepeda, 
syndic  and  procurador  of  this  jurisdiction  of  our  Lady  of  the  Pillar  of  Nacogdoches,  accompanied  by  my 
assisting  witnesses,  Juan  Jose  Medina  and  Jose  Domingues,  went  to  the  place  called  'La  Nana,' in  order 
to  establish  in  said  place  of  La  Nana  Don  Edward  Murphy,  who  is  present,  and  give  him  possession,  in 
pursuance  of  the  preceding  order;  and  being  at  said  place,  after  having  inquired  if  there  were  adjacent 
neighbors,  and  being  well  assured  the  nearest  was  Mr.  Charboneaux,  distant  about  eight  leagues  from 
said  place  of  La  Nana,  and  finding  no  impediment,  put  Don  Edward  Murphy  in  possession  of  the  vacant 
land  prayed  for  in  his  aforesaid  petition,  with  the  extent  and  boundaries  therein  expressed;  visited  the 
limits  and  territory  with  the  before  named  witnesses  and  said  Edward  Murphy;  the  two  leagues  by  the 
said  road  of  St.  Antonio  de  Bexar  westward,  reaching  to  the  Chupaderas,  and  other  two  lea,gues  of  land 
towards  the  east,  which  reaches  by  the  said  road  to  the  Bayou  Tassan,  with  two  leagues  to  the  north,  and 
other  two  leagues  to  the  south;  and  takin,g  him,  the  said  Edward  Murphy,  by  the  hand,  walked  witli  him 
a  number  of  paces  from  north  to  south,  and  the  same  from  east  to  west,  and  letting  go  his  hand,  he  walked 
about  at  pleasure  on  the  said  territory  cif  La  Nana,  pulling  up  weeds,  made  holes  in  the  ground,  planted 
posts,  cut  dow-n  buslies,  took  up  clods  of  earth  and  threw  them  on  the  ground,  and  did  many  other  things 
in  token  of  the  possession  in  wdiich  I  had  put  him,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  of  said  land,  with  the 
boundaries  and  extension  as  prayed  for;  and,  in  demonstration  of  the  right  which  he  already  holds  in  said 
land  as  the  oiilj"  proprietor  by  virtue  of  this  act  of  possession,  and  for  further  evidence  of  the  right  of  sov- 
ereignty which  he  has  forever  acquired  over  said  land  of  eight  leagues,  two  towards  each  of  the  cardinal 
points,  in  the  manner,  place  and  boundaries  expressed  in  his  aforesaid  petition,  with  tlie  servitudes,  uses, 
customs,  and  privileges,  which  he,  the  said  Murphy,  has,  I  gave  the  whole  mentioned  territory  of  '  La 
Nana,'  which  includes  a  square  of  eight  leagues,  the  name  of  'San  Pedro  of  the  Bayou  of  La  Nana;'  and 
the  said  Edward  Murphy  being  and  remaining  in  entire  and  peaceable  possession,  in  conformity  to  law 
and  right,  of  all  the  aforesaid  land,  as  a  proof  and  evidence  of  which  1  have  signed  this  act  of  possession 
with  the  aforesaid  witnesses,  at  the  place  of  St.  Peter  of  the  Bayou  of  '  La  Nana,'  the  same  day,  month, 
and  year. 

"JOSE  CAYETANO  DE  ZEPEDA. 

"JuAX  JosE  Medina,]    .     ■  .■  ■,  ., 

JosF,  Domingues,       )  ■' 

''At  the  post  of  Nacogdoches,  the  4th  day  of  the  month  of  August,  1798,  I,  Don  Jose  Maria  Gnadiana, 
second  cornet  of  the  companj^  of  Montclova,  and  military  and  civil  commandant  of  said  post,  have  ordered 
that,  in  virtue  of  the  possession  of  land  given  to  Don  Edward  Murphy  as  aforesaid,  witliout  any  opposition, 
the  original  document  be  placed  in  the  protocol  of  said  post,  to  serve  as  evidence  of  the  same,  and  that 
there  be  given  to  the  interested  person  a  certified  copy  as  a  title  for  the  property.     In  testimony  of  which, 
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I  have  authorized  this  act,  which  I  have  signed  with  two  assisting  witnesses,  with  whom  I  have  acted  for 
want  of  a  public  notary,  and  on  this  common  paper,  for  want  of  stamped.     To  all  of  which  I  give  faitli. 

"JOSE  MARIA  GUADIANA. 
'JosK  Louis  de  i..\  Beg.\r,  ]   .,,,        •  ,         „ 


"  Pedro  L.\r.\, 


'  \  Of  amstc 


This  claim  was  entered  and  filed  with  the  former  board  of  commissioners,  where  it  was  supported 
by  testimony  that  does  n(.it  appear  here.  The  whole,  however,  was  reported  by  that  board,  with  claims 
to  land  in  tlie  county  of  Natchitoches,  under  No.  46,  and  to  that  report  we  beg  to  refer. 

Being  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "first  class." 
181.  Samuel  Davenport;  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Edward  Murphy,  deceased,  of  the  parisii  of 
Natchitoches;  tiio  heirs  and  representatives  of  Luther  Smith,  of  the  Static  of  New  York;  and  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  William  Barr,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  iiicd  their  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land 
lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  east  margin  of  tlie  Sabine  river,  at  a  place  called 
"  Las  Ormegas,"  having  such  marks  and  boundaries  as  are  rej)resented  in  a  plat  of  survey  made  by  William 
M.  Lester,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States  lands,  and  containing  si.x  square  leagues,  equal  to  207,360 
acres;  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  concession  signed  by  Bernado  Fernandez,  lieutenant  governor  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  Nacogdoches,  dated  December  15,  1195,  in  favor  of  Jacinto  Mora,  which  land  said  Mora, 
by  act  of  sale  dated  July  22,  1805,  transferred  to  William  Barr  &  Company,  a  firm  composed  of  said 
William  Barr,  now  deceased,  Samuel  Davenport,  Edward  Murphy,  now  deceased,  and  Luther  Smith,  now 
deceased.  The  claim  is  supported  by  an  authentic  copy  of  the  original  acts,  of  which  the  following  are 
translations: 

"Nacogdoches,  Novembe)-  14,  1795. 

"Mr.  Lieutenant  Governor:  Jacinto  Mora,  inhaljitant  of  this  village  of  our  Lady  of  Pillar  of  Nacog- 
doches, with  due  resi)ect  appears  by  iietition  before  you,  and  says  that,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Sabine, 
at  the  place  called  'Las  Ormegas,'  distant  from  the  aforesaid  village  about  twenty-five  leagues,  I  have  my 
stock  of  horses,  and  wliere  it  is  my  intention  to  establish  a  stock  farm  for  the  raising  of  mules,  horses, 
horned  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  and  likewise  cultivate  the  soil;  in  virtue  of  which,  1  pray  you  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  me,  for  that  purpose,  a  title  of  property  for  myself,  my  heirs,  &c.,  si.x  leagues  square  of 
land  at  the  above-mentioned  place  of  '  Las  Ormegas,'  the  principal  front  or  western  boundary  to  extend 
north  and  south  six  leagues,  so  that  the  centre  of  the  said  line  will  be  opposite  the  Indian  crossing  place 
on  said  river  Sabine;  the  north  line  to  begin  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  said  front  line  on  the  cast 
bank  of  said  river,  and  extending  six  leagues  east,  forming  with  the  front  line  a  rectangle;  the  south  line 
to  commence  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  aforesaid  front  line,  and  extend  six  leagues  east,  forming, 
also,  with  the  other,  a  rectangle;  the  line  on  the  east  side  to  commence  at  the  extremity  of  the  north  line, 
and  running  parallel  with  the  said  river  until  it  joins  the  extremity  of  the  south  line,  so  that  the  prairies  and 
plains  of  tlie  above  Ormegas  will  be  included  in  the  square  of  the  four  fronts  of  six  leagues  in  length 
each,  formed  by  the  expressed  four  lines.  In  consequence,  I  pray  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  grant 
me  the  aforesaid  six  leagues  square  of  land  at  said  Ormegas,  and  in  the  manner  prayed,  for  it  being 
vacant,  and  no  inhabitants  near  that  such  a  grant  can  prejudice.     And  your  petitioner,  &c. 

"JACINTO  MORA." 

"Nacogdoches,  November  14,  1795. 
"The  syndic  procuror  of  this  jurisdiction,  Don  Josd  Gayctano  do  Zepeda,  will  establish  the  petitioner 
in  the  aforesaid  place,  and  in  the  manner  asked  for,  if  vacant,  and  not  prejudicial  to   any  inhabitant, 
proprietor  of  land,  observing  all  the  usual  formalities  of  style,  and  extend  the  proceedings  had  in  continua- 
tion for  the  more  effectual  confirmation  of  the  title  of  property. 

"BERNADO  FERNANDEZ." 

"On  December  2,  1795,  I,  Don  Josd  Cayetauo  de  Zepeda,  syndic  procuror  of  this  district  of  our  Lady 
of  the  Pillar  of  Nacogdoches,  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  decree,  accompanied  by  the  assisting 
witnesses,  Don  Jose  de  la  Bega  and  Juliauo  Grande,  went  to  the  place  called  'Las  Ormegas,'  situated 
about  twenty-five  leagues  from  said  town  of  Nacogdoches,  and  on  the  oast  side  of  the  Sabine  river,  in 
order  to  establish  the  said  Jacinto  Mora,  then  present,  and  give  him  possession,  in  conformity  to  the 
foregoing  order.  In  compliance  with  which,  being  on  said  premises,  after  having  inquired  if  there  were 
any  inhabitants  near  in  order  to  cite  them  to  be  present,  and  being  assured  that  the  nearest  lived  at  least 
ten  or  twelve  leagues  off  Las  Ormegas,  and  that  their  possessions  did  not  reach  within  three  or  four 
leagues  of  the  boundaries  pointed  out  liy  Jacinto  Mora  in  his  aforesaid  petition,  for  which  reason  no  injury 
could  be  sustained  by  the  nearest  neighbor  from  putting  the  said  Jacinto  Mora  in  possession  of  the  vacant 
land  he  solicits,  with  all  the  extent  and  limits,  I  visited  the  b(]undaries  and  territory  they  embraced,  with 
the  assisting  witnesses,  and  the  said  Jacinto  Mora;  and  taking  him  by  the  right  hand,  walked  with  him 
a  number  of  paces  from  the  north  to  south,  and  same  from  east  to  west,  and  letting  go  his  hand,  he 
walked  at  pleasure  on  the  said  territory  of  '  Las  Ormegas,'  pulled  up  weeds,  made  holesin  the  ground, 
planted  posts,  cut  bushes,  took  up  clods  of  earth  and  threw  them  on  the  ground,  and  did  many  other  acts 
and  things  in  proof  of  the  possession  I  had  given  him,  in  the  name  of  liis  Majesty,  of  the  said  land,  with 
its  boundaries  and  extension,  as  prayed  for  by  him;  and  in  further  demonstration  of  the  rights  and  sov- 
ereigntj'  he  holds  in  it  as  the  only  pmiirietor  by  virtue  of  this  act  of  pcjssession,  and  for  tlie  more  abundant 
proof  of  the  property  which  he  has  accjuired  in  said  land  of  six  leagues  square,  in  tlie  manner,  place,  and 
boundaries  as  expressed  in  his  i)etition,  with  all  the  uses,  privileges,  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belong- 
ing, and  which  he  holds  in  said  territory  of  '  Las  Ormegas,'  forming  a  square  of  six  leagues  each  front  in 
length,  I  have  named  it  Santa  Maria  Adelaida,  that  said  tract  of  land  may,  in  perpetuity,  be  called  Santa 
Maria  Adelaida  de  las  Ormegas.  And  the  said  Jacinto  Mora  being  and  remaining  in  entire  and  peaceable  ' 
possession  of  all  the  aforesaid  land  according  to  law  and  right,  I  have,  in  testimony  of  which,  signed  this 
act  of  possession,  with  the  aforesaid  assisting  witnesses,  at  this  place  of  Santa  Maria  Adelaida,  the  day, 
month,  and  year  before  mentioned. 

"JOSE  CAYETANO  DE  ZEPEDA. 

"Josfe  Louis  DE  la  Vega. 

"Juliano  Grande." 
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"DdU  Rcrnado  Fernandez,  lient<'n:int  nf  eavalry  and  lieutenant  s'dviTnoi-  nt'  tlie  villaj^-e  ef  our  Lady 
of  the  I'iUar  of  Naeog-doelies  and  its  jurisciictinTi,  eniiliiins  tliis  title  in  toini  and  jiossession,  in  tin;  name 
of  his  Majesty,  (whom  may  (!od  preserve,)  to  .laeinto  ,\loi;i,  lor  himself,  his  ehildron,  his  heirs,  and  others 
repri'sentinjA-his  rights,  in  jierpetnity,  it  a]i|iearing  that  from  iho  loregoing  act  of  possession  j^iven  by 
the  sj'ndie  of  this  jurisdietion  that  said   tract   of  land  was  vacant  and   cannot   prejudice    his   nt'ighbors. 

"Given  in  the  aforesaid  villaii'e  December  15,  l'!i}5. 

"l!Ki;X.\l)()   FKItXANDKZ." 

"This  copy  is  in  conformity  to  and  with  the  original  record  in  tin'  archives  under  my  care,  to  which 
I  refer,  and  from  which  1,  I)n  liioiiisio  Valle,  lieutenant  of  cavalry  and  military  and  civil  eommauilant  of 
this  village  and  jurisdiction  of  Nacogdoches,  had  it  copied,  corrected,  and  comi)arcd.  It  is  truo  ami 
giMiuine-  and  at  which  act  were  present  William  Barr,  Louis  i;oli(pict,  ami  \'iccnlc  (lei  b'io.  In  testimony 
of  which  1,  the  aforesaid  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  have  signed  it,  with  two  assisting  witnesses,  and  with 
whom  I  i)roceeded  for  want  of  a  indilic  notary,  .lune  27,  IbUo;  to  all  of  which  I  giv(^  faith. 

"DIOXISIU  VALLE. 

"Manuel  BusTAMEXTK,  ) 

Next  follows  a  sale  from  Jacinto  Mora  (o  William  Harr  &  Co.  of  the  land  above  conceded  to  him, 
dated  July  22,  1805,  and  passed  in  due  form  before  the  said  lieutenant  and  commandant. 

This  "claim  is  reported  by  the  late  board  of  commissioners,  being  No.  id  of  the  Natchitoches  claims. 
By  reference  to  that  report  a  great  body  of  further  testimony  will  be  found  sustaining  the  claimant's 
pretensions.  "We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and 
in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the  "iu'st  class"  of  claims. 

182.  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Isaac  Crow,  deceased,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoclu's,  filed  their  notice 
claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river 
Sabine,  at  a  place  where  the  present  road  from  Natchitoches  to  Nacogdoches  cross<'s  the  said  river,  one 
half  of  the  said  tract  being  above  or  north  of  tlie  said  road,  and  the  other  half  south  of  it,  containing 
27,755  suiiertieial  ar|)ents,  to  wit:  four  sipuxro  leagues,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  grant  or  concession  from 
the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches  in  favor  of  Yincentc  Michelli,  dated  June  17,  1797,  for  four  leagues 
square  on  each  side  of  the  river,  a  part  of  which  tract,  to  wit:   that   part  lying   riu   the  east   side  of  the 

river  was,  by  authentic  act,  dated  Nacogdoches,  the ,  stild  and   trausl'erred  by  tin.'  grantee  to  Josd 

Miguel  Crow,  (meaning  the  husband  and  father  of  the  claimants.) 

The  grant  on  which  the  validity  of  this  claim  depends  accompanied  the  notice  of  the  same  claimant, 
Isaac  Crow,  tiled  with  the  late  register  under  the  act  of  May  11,  1820;  the  land  claimed  in  both  cases  is 
the  same,  and  we  think  it  more  regular  that  the  title  should  remain  as  at  first  filed,  to  be  reported  by  the 
register  under  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  act.  Therefore,  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought 
not  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

183.  Sarah  Sheridan,  now  wife  of  William  Carrell,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Lc  Bain,  as  is  described  in  a  plat  of  survey  drawn  by  John  Dinsmore,  jr., 
deputy  surveyor,  dated  September  1,  1823,  filed  with  the  notice,  and  containing  040  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"Latney  Parrot,  being  dul_y  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Sarah  Sheridan  in  her 
above  notice;  that  tlie  same  is  situate  and  lying  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  her  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  inipr(.>vements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  forty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confii-med,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
"third  class"  of  claims. 

184.  Thomas  Wallace,  of  the  parish  of  Nat(^hitoches,  assignee  of  David  Minsey,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  west  branch  of  Red  river,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land, 
and  containing  400  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Remy  Totam  and  John  Armstrong,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Thomas 
Wallace  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  deseri lied;  that  said  land 
was  iidiabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  David  Minsey  (under  whom  the  claimant  holds)  by  his,  said 
David,  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation, 
occui)ation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  David  and  the  claimant  since  that 
period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  tlie  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  eight 
acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

185.  Thomas  Wallace,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated. ou  a 
small  creek  called  Terre  Noir,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  040  acres.  The  claim 
is  supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"Athanasse  Poissot  and  P.  LafHtt,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  tlie  land  claimed  by  Thomas 
Wallace  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in 
the  year  1805;  that  said  inhafiitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  iniiirovemeiits  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  thirty  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the   "third  class.'' 

186.  The  heirs  and  representatives  of  Bazil  Gagnie,  deceased,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed 
their  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place  called  "La 
Royo  Nabonchas,"  in  the  district  of  Bayou   Pierre,  bounded  Ijy  the  Bayou  Nabonchas  on  one  side,  and  on 
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the  other  by  Silvestre  Poissot  and  Bouett  Laffit,  and  containing-  one  league  square.  Claimed  by  virtue  of  a 
grant  in  favor  of  said  Bazil  Gagnie,  dated . 

The  claimant  having  suggested  to  the  board  that  the  title  on  which  he  relies  had  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  third  person  for  security,  we  have  kept  this  claim  open  until  now  fur  the  purpose  of  giving  hira 
time  to  produce  it;  but  nothing  being  exhibited,  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed, 
and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

181.  Michael  Chamard,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habita- 
tion, occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Lake  Fordache,  which  runs  into  the  river  Piscadare,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  laud,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  l)y  the  following  testim<]n3f  taken  before  the  board: 

"Andre  Adle  and  Autoiue  Adle,  being  sworn,  say  that  tliey  know  the  land  claimed  by  Michael 
Chamard  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated,  by  the  claimant's  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  the  j'ear  1812;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  interruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  thirteen  acres." 

Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  in  the  abstract  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "tliird  class." 

188.  Pavie  and  Noyrit,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignees  of  Jose  Antonio  Sepulveda,  filed 
their  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within 
the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Peidera,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  befiire  the  board: 

"  Louis  Procella  and  Jaquos  Htirrier,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Pavie  and 
Noyrit  in  their  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  in  the  year  1813  by  Jose  Antonio  Sepulveda,  (under  whom  the  claimant 
holds,)  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon;  and  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  culti- 
vation has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Sepulveda  and  the  claimant  since  that 
time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  three 
acres." 

Being  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  we  have  in  the  abstract  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "third  class." 

189.  Benjamin  Bullitt,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  John  Jamieson,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situate  on  the  Bayou  St.  John,  bounded  above  by  the  claim  of  John  Freeman,  and  below,  as  is 
supposed,  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"John  Freeman  and  Jeremiah  Morrell,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Benjamin 
Bullitt  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  lessee  of  John  Jamieson,  (under  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by 
his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation  was  continued  to  the  year  1820,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  the  house  and 
buildings  were  burned;  and  that  the  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twelve  acres." 

Believing  that  the  claimant,  on  February  22,  1819,  would  have  been,  according  to  the  usages  and 
customs  of  the  Spanish  government  of  Texas,  entitled  to  a  recognition  of  his  title,  and  that  his  right, 
under  the  United  States,  has  not  become  forfeited  by  his  subsequent  abondonment,  we  are  of  opinion  this 
claim  ought  to  be  confirmed;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  abstract  it  will  be  found  with  the  third  class  of 
claims. — (See  No.  100  of  tiiis  report.) 

190.  Jas.  Madden,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Enos  Withers,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  habitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Kisatcliie,  bounded  below  bj'  Joseph  Grubb  and  above  by  vacant  land, 
containing  640  acres.     Which  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Ethelred  Smith  and  Edmund  Smith,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  James  Madden 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Enos  Withers,  (under  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by  his  living  and 
growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  by  Withers  and  the  claimant  after  that  period,  and  during  the  years  1820  and  1821;  and 
that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  seven  acres." 

The  facts  in  this  claim  and  the  one  reported  under  No.  189  are  the  same;  and,  accordingly,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  such  part  of  the  tract  claimed  as  may  be  found  lying  on  the  north  or  west  of  the  Kisatchie 
be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  this  claim  with  those  of  the  "third  class,"  to  that  extent 
only;  and  considering  the  residue  as  lying  without  the  limits  of  the  late  neutral  territory,  we  are  of  opinion 
the  same  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

191.  Andrd  Valentine,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on 
the  Bayou  Adaise,  in  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  boundeil  above  by  Pierre  Dolet,  deceased,  and  con- 
taining 640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Pierre  LafBtt  and  Andre  Adle,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Andre  Valentine  in 
his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1814; 
that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  eighteen  acres," 

We  have  already  recommended  the  confirmation  of  a  claim  in  favor  of  the  present  applicant  in  his 
own  right,  founded  on  occupancy,  (see  No.  57,)  and  in  conformity  with  the  principles  enforced  in  Nos.  46, 
51,  and  53,  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it 
with  claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

192.  Franc;ois  Ramljin,  of  the  parish  of  Nachitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
north  side  of  a  large    bayou,  bounded   on  the  east  by  Christian  Hesser,  and   on  all  other  sides  by  vacant 
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hiinl,  anil  CiMitaiiiins"  <^10  aci-es.  The  claim  is  supportcil  liy  tlir  fulldwinj;-  tcstiiiimiv  taken  bcfiirc  the 
l.oanl: 

■'(."liristian  Ilcsser  and  S.  Poissnt,  bciniy  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Fran(;ois 
Kambiu  in  his  above  notice;  tiiat  said  laud  is  lying'  and  sitiuite  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  aud  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  liy  his  living-  and  growing  corn,  &<•.,  thereon,  in 
the  year  1813;  that  said  iniialiilation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  tiie  claimant  since  tliat  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  thi'  claimant's  improvi'meiit  on  the 
land  claimed  embraces  about  eig'hteen  acres." 

We  are  of  opinii.m  this  claim  ought  to  bo  conllrmed,  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

193.  Andre  Rambin,  of  tli(>  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occn)iatioii, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  a  branch  of 
lied  river,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  Francois  Prudhomme,  aud  on  the  lower  side  by  Antoinc  llcsscr, 
and  containing  lUO  acres.     Tlie  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

■'  Christian  Ilesser  and  Sylvester  Poissot,  bein.ir  sworn,  say  that  tlicj'  know  the  land  claimed  by  Andre 
Kambiu  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land 
was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  g-rowing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in 
the  year  ISIO;  that  said  inhaliitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninti'rrui)tedly  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  inqirovements  on  the  land 
claimed  embrace  about  thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  bo  contirnied,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claim.s 
of  the  "third  class." 

194.  Christopher  Ilesser,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occu- 
pation, habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyin.g"  within  the  late  neutral  territory-,  situate  on  the 
north  side  of  a  large  bayou,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Francois  Kambin,  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  land, 
and  containing  641)  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following'  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Francois  Rambin  and  Sylvester  Poissot,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Christian  Hesser  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing;  corn,  cotton,  &.C., 
thereon,  in  the  year  1813;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  constantly  and 
luiintorruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  improvements 
ou  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  eig-ht  acres." 

We  are  vf  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  the 
"  third  class  "  of  claims. 

195.  Antoine  Hesser,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  kind  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  a 
branch  of  Red  river,  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  John  Sibley,  and  Andre  Ramliin  on  the  upper  side,  and 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Francois  Rambin  and  Sylvester  Poissot,  bein,g-  dulj-  sworn,  say  tliev  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Antoine  Hesser  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  l.ving  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said 
land  was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
in  the  year  1817;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  ami  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  liy 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  his  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace 
about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ou.ght  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class.'' 

196.  Charles  Myers  and  Joseph  Robinson,  of  the  parisli  of  Natchitoches,  assignees  of  John  McLaug-hlin 
and  one  Baptiste,  filed  their  notice  claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of 
land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  southwest  bank  of  Red  river,  bounded  on  all 
sides  liy  vacant  land,  and  containing  376,31  acres.  John  McLaughlin,  being-  sworn  before  the  board  in 
support  of  his  claim,  deposed  as  follows: 

"That  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Charles  Myers  and  Joseph  Robinson  in  their  above  notice; 
that  said  land  is  situate  and  lying  as  is  therein  descrilied;  that  said  laud  was  habited,  occupied,  and  cul- 
tivated by  one  Baptiste,  (from  whom  the  claimants  hold  through  the  witness,)  by  said  Baptiste  living  on 
the  land,  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1816;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  culti- 
vation has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  since  that  year  by  Baptiste.  the  witness,  and  the  claimants  to 
the  present  day;  and  that  the  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  eight  acres." 

The  only  witness  here  appears  to  be  the  immediate  vendor  of  the  claimants,  and  has  such  an  interest 
in  the  claim  as  ought  to  have  rendered  him  incompetent  to  testify.  There  being,  then,  no  proof  before  us, 
we  are  bound  to  say,  in  our  opinion,  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed 
it  with  claims  of  the  "fourth  class  " 

197.  Benjamin  Biles,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Tertise  Henson,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  -within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  Bayou  Harpoon,  about  two  miles  south  of  Fort  Jesup,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant 
land,  and  containing-  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the 
board: 

"Raymond  Daley  and  Henry  Stoker,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Benjamin 
Biles,  assi.gnee  of  Tertise  Henson,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein 
described;  that  the  same  was  inhaldted,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Tertise  Henson,  under  w-hom  the 
claimant  holds,  by  her  livin.g  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  2-2.  1819;  that  said 
inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Henson  and  the 
claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace 
about  fifteen  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

198.  Raymond  Daley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, haliitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying-  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
Bayou  Harpoon,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing;  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony: 

"Henry  Stoker  and   William   Morgan,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Raymond 
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Daley  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  Lind  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twenty-tive  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

199.  William  Stafford,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice,  as  assignee  of  Louis  Warren, 
claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Sabine, 
at  a  phice  called  the  Saline  Prairie,  bounded,  as  is  supposed,  on  the  upper  side  by  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Crow, 
and  containing  040  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Raymond  Daley  and  William  Morgan,  being  sworn,  say  tlicy  know  the  land  claimed  by  William 
Stafford  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
-was  occupied,  haliited,  and  cultivated  liy  William  Dewitt,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  said  Dewitt's 
living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupa- 
tion, and  cultivation  has  been  uninterru|:)tedly  continued  since  that  time  to  the  present  day,  by  said  Dewitt, 
by  Louis  Warren,  to  whom  Dewitt  sold,  and" by  claimant,  to  whom  Warren  sold;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "tliird  class." 

200.  Sezare  Laffitt  and  Louis  Laffitt,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming  a  tract 
of  land  lying  witiiin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  "Las  Ormegas," 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Sabine  river,  containing  52,390  acres,  agrecatily  to,  and  having  such  marks  and 
boundaries  as  are  represented  in,  a  plat  of  survey  drawn  by  John  Diusmore,  jun.,  deputy  surveyor  of  the 
United  States,  dated  September  12,  1823,  and  filed  with  the  notice.  Claimed  by  virtue  of  a  concession 
in  favor  of  the  claimants,  given  and  signed  by  Don  Joacliim  Ougardus,  commandant  of  Nacogdoches, 
dated,  as  is  believed,  twenty-four  years  past;  which  act  of  concession  was  deposited  in  the  archives  of 
that  post,  and  carried  ofi",  as  is  alleged,  by  Governor  Salcedo,  so  that  the  same  cannot  be  found  to  file  with 
this  claim.  Claimed  also  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation.  The  claim  is  supported  by 
the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Andre  Valentine  and  Sylvestre  Poissot,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Sezare  and  Louis  Laffitt  in  their  above  notice;  that  possession  of  said  land  was  taken  by  the  claimants 
more  than  twenty-four  years  ago,  when  the  claimants  moved  on  the  land  claimed  with  their  families,  their 
cattle,  horses,  and  slaves;  that  the  claimants  kept  possession,  lived  on,  and  cultivated  the  land,  and  occu- 
pied the  same  from  the  said  jjcriod  of  more  than  twenty-four  years  ago  constantly  until  the  present  day. 
And  the  declarant,  Sylvestre  Poissot,  says  that  he  remembers  having  seen  a  concession  signed  by  M. 
Ougardus,  commandant  of  Nacogdoches;  does  not  recollect  the  date,  but  thinks  it  was  dated  more  than 
twenty-three  years  past;  that  said  concession  was  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  and  was  for  all  the  land 
between  the  river  Sabine  and  the  Bayou  San  Patrice;  and  both  the  declarants  say  that  it  was  the  general 
belief  and  understanding  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood  that  the  claimants  had  a  perfect 
grant,  without  any  conditions,  for  the  land  claimed;  that  one  of  the  claimants  told  these  deponents,  before 
and  after  the  archives  and  [japors  at  Nacogdoches  were  carried  off  by  Governor  Salcedo,  that  said  grant 
was  deposited  therewith,  and  such  was  the  belief  and  understanding  of  these  deponents  and  of  their 
neighbors,  that  all  the  papers  and  documents  in  the  ofl[ice  of  the  commandant  at  Nacogdoches  were  carried 
off  forcibly  by  Governor  Salcedo  in  the  year  1812;  and  that,  since  that  time,  said  papers  or  documents 
have  never  been  found  or  recovered  by  any  individual  interested  therein."  The  claimants  also  filed  two 
original  letters,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation: 

"  Nacogdoches,  September  8,  1806. 

"  Let  it  be  known  to  you  that,  heretofore,  Cesar  LaflBtt  brought  with  him,  and  presented  to  me  at  this 
post,  the  grant  which  he  has  as  a  stock  at  the  place  called  'Las  Ormegas,'  and  you  will  let  me  know  what 
has  cometo  your  knowledge  respecting  it.     God  preserve  you.     Signed  by  the  commandant. 

"DIONISIO  VALLE. 

"  Seiior  Sindico  Don  M.uicello  Soto." 

"I  received  the  official  letter  which  you  sent  me  under  date  8th  instant,  in  which  you  tell  me  that  I 
should  send  you  Cesar  Laffitt  with  the  grant  of  the  '  Ranclio  de  las  Ormegas.'  You  will  know  that  Mr. 
Samuel  has  lost  it  three  times,  and  it  appears  to  me  he  cannot  rely  on  a  claim  which  be  has  lost  so  often. 
God,  &c. 

"MARCELLO  DE  SOTO." 

The  land  claimed  lies  lietween  the  Salnne  and  Bayou  San  Patrice.  We  have  abundant  proof  that  the 
public  documents  of  Nacogdoches  were  carried  off  during  the  revolutionary  struggle  in  1812;  and  we 
believe  that  it  was  seldom  the  practice  of  the  inhabitant's  to  take  out  copies  of  their  grants;  these  con- 
siderations justify,  in  our  opinion,  a  resort  to  parole  proof  to  show  that  a  grant  once  existed.  The 
testimony  relative  to  that  fact  is  strong;  and  when  the  long  and  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  claimants 
is  considered,  joined  to  the  expressions  used  in  the  letter  of  the  commandant,  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "first  class." 

201.  The  heirs  of  James  Denny,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignees  of  Jose  y  Barvo,  filed  their 
notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupatimi,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late 
neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Baycju  of  the  Three  Prairies,  and  containing  640  acres. 
The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Raymond  Daley  and  Marian  Sanchez,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  the  heirs  of 
James  Denny  in  their  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the 
same  was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Jose  y  Barvo,  (under  whom  the  claimants  hold,)  by  his 
living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupa- 
tion, and  cultivation  has  been  continued  uninterruptedly  by  said  Jose  and  the  claimant's  ancestor  since 
that  time  to  the  present  year;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  laud  claimed  embraces  about 
ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 
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202,  Andi-c'  Chamavcl,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natcliitdclii's,  Mssii;'ii('c  of  >[in-ii('l  1»c1,i;-mi1o,  lilccl  his  imlici^ 
chiiiuiii^',  liy  virtue  of  oooupatioii,  liabitatioii,  and  ciillivatinu,  a  tract  of  I  ami  lyin.;;-  within  tho  hilc  nciilial 

territory,  situatcil   in  a  Spanish   viUa.n-o   known    hy  the   nai f  the   Aihiisc,  as  is  (h'scrilicl    in  a   phil  ..I' 

survey  inaik'  by  John  Dinsnioro,  j'r.,  deputy  surveyor  n\'  Ihr  I'nited  Slates,  (hited  SeptenilMa-  ■!:',.  ISii:;,  an,! 
containing-  57.ti8  aeres.     Tlu'  chiini  is  supported  liy  the  folhiwing  testinidiiy  taken  liefore  the  li.iaid: 

"i'iei're  I'ovet,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  tlie  land  ehu'ined  liy  Ari(h-(''  Chaniard  in  his  lu.ficc  Nn. 
202;  that  tlie  sa'nie  is  King  and  situato  as  is  tlierein  (h'siTilxMl ;   that  said  hind  was  liahitrif  iiccu|iiril,  and 

cultivated    by  Miguel  Oelgado.  (who   sold  to  Ihr  (dainiant,)  by  his  living  and  glowing  ediii,  >'vc.,  tlicic 

in  tlie  year  1812;  that  said  inhabitation,  occaipation,  .and  enltivatinn  has  been  niiintcniipti'dly  enntimiid 
liy  sail!  Del.gado  and  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  ehiiniant's  inipio\Tments 
on  tlii^  land  claimed  embrace  about  fourteen  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ou.ght  to  be  coidiiinod,  and  in  the  alistract  lia\e  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

20;5.  George  McTier,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyin.g  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  left 
bank  of  Bayou  Depont,  containing  tuLfiS  arpents,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  as  aiifioars  by  a 
plat  of  survey  dated  December  11,  181'.!.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  foUowin.g  testimony: 

"Laurent  Mier  and  Jacques  Herrier,  being  duly  sworn,  each  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
George  McTier  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  tliat  the 
same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultiviited  by  the  claimant,  by  his  livin.g  and  growiug  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  aud  prior  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhaliitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly coutinucd  by  tlie  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  jireseiit  day;  ami  that  the  claimant's  improve- 
iiients  on  the  land  claimed  embrac<'  almut  three  acres." 

AVe  arc  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmcd,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

204.  The  heirs  of  Gaspard  Fiolle  aud  of  Theresc  Lama  IJathey,  his  wife,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
filed  their  notice  claiming-  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place 
called  "Bayou  La  Gloria,"  nine  or  ten  leagues  to  the  westward  of  the  town  of  Nacogdoches,  containing- 
two  Icag-ues  square,  claimed  in  virtue  of  a  concession  given  by  Antonio  (iil  y  Barvo,  commandant  of 
Nacogdoches,  dated  in  1790,  in  favor  of  the  ancestor  of  the  claimants  for  the  land  claimed;  which  title  or 
concession  the  claimants  represent  as  lost,  the  same  haying-  been  tiled  in  the  archives  of  Nacogdoches, 
and  forcibly  carried  ofi'  from  thence  by  Governor  Salcedo,  in  1812,  so  that  the  same  nor  a  copy  thereof 
cannot  now  be  had;  claimed  also  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation  for  more  than  thirty 
j-ears.     In  support  of  the  claim  the  iiiUowing  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Marian  Sanchez  and  Dorothee  Jarnac,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed;  that  the 
same  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  said  land  has  been  liabited,  occupied,  and 
cultivated  by  Gaspard  Fiolle  and  his  descendants  for  upwards  of  twenty  consecutive  years;  they  both 
heard,  some  time  in  the  year  IT 90  or  1791,  a  paper  read  by  the  father  of  Dorothee  Jarnac,  one  of  the 
deponents,  imrporting-  to  be  a  grant  of  land  signed  by  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo,  commandant  of  Natchitoches, 
in  favor  of  Gaspard  Fiolle,  for  two  leagues  sijuare  of  laud,  situated  at  a  place  called  Bayou  La  Gloria; 
aud  Marian  Sanchez  further  says,  that  it  was  the  general  belief  among  his  neighbors  that  Mr.  Fiolle  had  a 
perfect  right  from  the  Spanish  g-ovenunent  for  the  land  claimed;  and  further,  that  he  received  a  paper 
from  the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches  to  deliver  to  Madame  Gaspard,  \vhich  he  did  deliver  to  her;  he  did  • 
not  know  what  the  paper  contained,  but  from  what  the  commandant  said  at  the  time,  and  a  remark  of  Mrs. 
Gaspard  on  the  dtdivery,  he  understood  it  was  the  grant  in  question.  Declarant  knows  that  Governor 
Salcedo  issued  orders  for  all  the  holders  of  lands  -^vithin  the  jurisdiction  of  Nacogdoches  to  produce  their 
titles  before  him  to  be  examined  and  veriticd;  this  ^vas  in  the  year  1809,  as  well  as  he  recollects;  that  most 
of  the  holders  complied  -^vith  the  order;  that  afterwards,  a  number  of  persons  demanded  of  the  oflicers  of 
Nacogdoches  their  titles,  which  demand  %yas  always  evaded  until  the  year  1812,  when  they  were  all  carried 
oil'  with  the  archives  and  public  papers  of  every  descri[ition  by  Governor  Salcedo,  at  the  commencement, 
or  during-  the  revolution  in  that  country." 

We  feel  considerable  ditficulty  in  formin.g  an  opinion  on  this  claim.  The  testimony  is  not  entirely- 
satisfactory,  particularly  the  latter  [lart,  which  we  feel  disposed  to  reject,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  the 
original  act  of  concession,  together  with  tlu-  petition  and  other  proceedings,  forming  the  only  record,  were 
filed  and  kept  in  the  office  of  tlie  conunandant,  and  copies  thereof  given  to  the  persons  interested;  yet 
these  copies,  the  only  evidence  of  title  in  possession  of  the  claimants,  must  have  been  loosely  kept, 
considering-  thej'  were  given  on  application,  and  ^vith  no  other  expense  than  a  trifling-  gratuity  to  the 
ofiicers. 

On  the  whole,  we  are  of  opiniijn  the  claim  on.glit  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it 
with  the  claims  of  the  "first  class." 

205.  Mary  Eliza  Case,  wife  of  William  M.  Rivers,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  William 
Stockman,  filed  her  notice  claiming-,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land 
lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  as  follows:  bounded  by  the  Spanish  lake,  and  above  by 
laud  claimed  by  George  McTier,  and  known  as  Stockman's  place,  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Laurent  Maylieux  and  George  McTier,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Mary  E. 
Case  in  her  above  notice;  that  said  laud  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  William  Stockman,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living- 
and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  prior  to  Feliruary  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  contin_ucd  by  the  said  Stockman,  and  others  claiming-  under  him, 
since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  embrace  about 
23  acres." 

AVe  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  tii  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "third  class." 

20(1.  George  McTier,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  liy  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  tlie  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  a  Spanish 
lake,  bounded  below  by  land  claimed  by  jfary  E.  Case,  and  above  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"  Laurent  Mayreus  and  Jacques  Heriet,  being-  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  George  McTier 
in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  habited, 
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occupied,  and  cultivated  liy  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  g-rowing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  twelve  years  ago; 
that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant 
since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  embrace  about 
seven  acres." 

We  have  already  reconunended  t!ie  conlirmatidU  of  a  claim  (Xo.  203)  in  favor  of  the  present 
applicant,  founded  onhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  in  his  own  right.  Therefore,  in  our  opinion, 
this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  tlie  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "fourtli 
class." — (See  Nos.  46,  51,  114.) 

207.  Davis  Case,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoclies,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  Red  river,  about  six  or  seven  leagues  above  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  bounded  below  by  land 
formerly  of  Jose  Jeanis,  and  at  present  owned  by  William  Murray,  and  above  by  the  improvement  of 
Moses  Watts — the  claimant  holding  under  a  sale  from  John  Armon.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the 
following  testimony: 

"George  McTier  and  Laurent  Mailreux,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  David  Case 
in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  Armon,  under  whom  the  claimant  hold.s,  by  his  living  and 
growing  corn,  &c.,  tliereon,  about  twelve  years  since;  tliat  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
were  uninterru))tedly  continued  by  said  Armon  from  tliat  time  until  about  throe  years  since,  when  he  left 
the  place,  but  the  fences,  &c.,  have  been  kept  up  until  the  present  time;  that  the  claimant's  improvements 
on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  ten  acres;  tiiat  Armon  never  had  an  intention  of  abandoning  tlie  land, 
but  quit  it  solely  on  the  grcnuid  of  his  children's  health,  and  always  had  an  intention  of  returning  thereto 
until  his  sale  to  the  claimant." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class."— (See  No.  100.) 

208.  The  heirs  and  representatives  of  John  Dawson,  of  the  parish  of  Rapide,  filed  their  notice, 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Piedra,  and  on  the  road  leading  from  Natchitoches  to  Gaines' 
Ferry,  on  the  Sabine,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following 
testimony  taken  before  the  boai'd: 

"  Samuel  Davenport  and  James  McCracken,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
the  heirs  and  representatives  of  John  Dawson  in  their  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate 
as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  Dawson,  the 
claimant's  ancestor,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1811;  that  said  inhabita- 
tion, occupation,  and  cultivation  was  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Dawson  until  his  death  in  1816; 
that  the  occupation,  cultivation,  and  inhabitation  were  uninterruptedly  continued  from  that  time  for  the 
claimants,  by  and  tlirough  Marian  Sanchez,  James  McCracken,  and  Henry  Stoker,  to  the  presant  day;  and 
James  McCracken  further  .says  that  Sanchez,  himself,  and  Stoker  occupied  the  land  in  virtue  of  the 
permission  of  the  claimants." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

209.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Gaspard  Fiolle,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their 
notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Goutiere, 
about  six  leagues  from  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  and  on  the  road  to  Opelousas,  and  containing  two 
leagues  all  around  said  Bayou  Goutiere,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  grant  signed  by  Estevan  Miro,  governor 
of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  dated  October  3,  1187,  in  favor  of  the  said  Fiolle;  claimed  also  by  virtue  of 
occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation.  The  claimants  filed  the  original  documents,  of  which  the  following- 
are  translations  in  substance: 

"The  petition  of  Gaspard  Fiolle,  addressed  to  Pedro  Rousseau,  commandant  of  Natchitoches,  praying 
for  a  piece  of  land  situated  at  the  Bayou  Goutiere,  on  the  road  to  Opelousas,  and  about  six  leagues  from 
this  post,  it  being  the  same  land  ibrmerly  established  by  Mr.  Loui.s  Cesare  Borme,  and  by  him  abandoned 
for  about  twelve  years.  The  petitioner  prays  to  be  permitted  to  establish  himself  on  the  land,  and  that 
there  be  conceded  him  two  leagues  round  the  Bayou  Goutiere,  to  yield  pasturage  and  support  to  the 
different  kinds  of  stock  and  animals  which  he  hopes  soon  to  put  upon  it.  Dated  April  14,  1786.  On 
September  20,  1787,  the  commandant  says,  considering,  among  other  things,  "that  said  land  is  not  fit  for 
cultivation,  being  pine  woods,  and  only  proper  for  a  vacharie,  it  is  permitted  to  the  petitioner  to  establish 
his  vacharie  thereon  until  it  shall  please  the  government  to  accord  a  title  in  form. 

"PIERRE  ROUSSEAU." 

"New  Ori.eaxs,  Octoher  3,  1787. — The  surveyor  general  of  this  province  will  give  possession  of  the 
two  leagues  of  land,  with  the  short  depth,  '  corta  profundidad,'  expressed,  and  in  the  place  solicited,  the 
same  being  vacant,  and  prejudicial  to  no  one,  with  this  indispensable  condition,  of  making  the  road, 
clearing  and  cutting  the  tinilier  within  the  precise  time  of  one  year;  and  if  not  done  in  three  years,  and 
in  case  the  land  shall  not  then  be  settled,  this  grant  to  be  null  and  void;  and  with  tlie  furtiier  restriction 
of  not  selling  it  under  the  same  term  of  three  years;  and  under  these  conditions  he  shall  survey  the  land, 
and  shall  extend  the  evidence  of  his  possession,  which  shall  be  renntted  to  me,  that  I  may  provide  the 
interested  party  with  his  complete  title. 

"ESTEVAN  MIRO." 

No  proof  was  adduced  before  us  that  the  road  was  made  and  cleared  within  the  year,  or  that  the 
same  was  ever  done,  or  tliat  the  land  claimed  was  ever  settled;  consequently  we  must  say  that  the 
essential  conditions  of  the  grant  were  never  performed,  and  declare,  in  the  language  of  tlie  instrument 
itself,  the  same  to  be  null  and  void.  Therefore  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed, 
and  in  the  abstract  have  clas.sed  it  Avitli  claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

210.  Joseph  T.  Montgomery,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Abm.  Dinton,  filed  his  notice 
claiming  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate  in  the  forks  of  the  Negreite  bayou, 
adjoining  the  claim  (jf  Tliomas  Gray,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following 
testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  James  Gray  and  James  Bridges,  being  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Joseph  T.  Mont- 
gomery in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
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was  liabitcil,  occupicil,  and  oultivati'd  by  Al)raliuiii  Diiitnii,  iiiiilcr  whom  the  rlainiaiit  holds,  by  his  liviiij^ 
and  j^rowinn'  I'orn,  &t'.,  thereon,  on  and  in-evions  to  February  22,  liSl'.l;  tliat  said  inliabitation,  ocenpation, 
and  enltivation  was  continued  by  said  l)inton  nntil  iiis  sale  to  Thomas  (ii-ay,  and  by  him  and  others 
cdaimini;-  throu,i;-h  him  and  the  elaimant,  since  the  said  {•'ebruary  22,  18l'.l,  nntil  llie  pii'sent  time;  and  that 
the  clainnmt's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  endn-ace  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  ojiinion  this  claim  ou,u,-ht  to  be  crinfirmcd,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  wilh  claims 
of  the  "  tliird  idass." 

211.  IJajitiste  Adle,  of  the  ]iarish  ot'  Natchitoches,  llled  his  notice  claiminL;-,  by  virlni'  (pf  occniial  ion, 
habitation,  and  cidtivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate  at  a  jjlace  called 
"  Sacanarie,"  on  the  Bayou  Cypre,  bounded,  as  is  sup}iosed,  on  all  sides  by  vai-ant  land,  and  containing- 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  snpi)orted  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Antoine  Adlii  and  Andre  Adle,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  tlu^  land  claimed  by  F.aptiste  .\dle 
in  his  above  notice;  tliat  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described ;  that  the  same  was 
habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  ^c,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1S19;  thatsaid  inliabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  cla'imant  since  that  time  to  this  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land 
claimed  end)race  about  live  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ouglit  to  be  conliriued,  and  in  the  absti-act  have  classeil  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

212.  Thomas  Gray,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Domingo  Gon/.ales,  filed  liis  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  ofoccupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situate  on  the  Bayou  Ncgreite,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  claim  of  Davenport,  and  containing 
C40  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimonj'  taken  before  the  board: 

"James  Bridges,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Thomas  Gray  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  hal)itcd,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  by  Domingo  (ionzales,  under  whom  the  claimant  liolds,  by  his  living,  and  growing  corn, 
&.C.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  (ionzales  and  the  elaimant  since  that  time  until  this  day;  and 
that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  endjrace  about  eight  acres." 

Domingo  Gonzales,  from  whom  the  claimant  derives  his  right,  has,  before  this  board,  filed  his  notice, 
claiming  in  his  own  right,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  on  and  prior  to  February 
22,  1819,  another  tract,  (see  No.  147,)  which  claim  we  recommended  for  confirmation.  This  claim  is 
precisely  sinnlar  to  the  one  reported  under  No.  53;  and  applying  to  this  case  the  same  reasons  which  we 
recognized  in  that,  we  give  it  as  our  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  iwl  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract 
Lave  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "  fourth  class.'' 

213.  Jacques  Lapine,  of  the  pari.sh  of  Natchitoches,  fded  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  ofoccupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  'if  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
See,  at  the  prairie  called  La  Cabache;  bounded,  as  is  supposed,  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  tlie  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

'•  Jacques  Ilerriet  and  Jean  Leone,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  Jand  claimed  by  Jacques 
Lapine  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the 
year  1812;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  liy  the 
claimant  since  that  year  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed 
embrace  about  six  acres. 

"We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

214.  Absalom  J.  Winfrce,  of  the  parisli  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  John  ^Vaddill,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  bj'  virtue  ofoccupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  Sabine  river,  bounded  on  all  sides,  as  is  supposed,  by  vacant  land,  and  contain- 
ing 640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"  Nicholas  Jacks,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Abraham  J.  Winfree  in 
his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  habited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  bj-  John  Waddill,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  F'ebruary  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  was 
continued  during  the  years  1819  and  1820;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed 
embrace  about  two  acres." 

We  have  before  recommended  the  confirmation  of  a  claim  (see  No.  8)  in  favorof  the  claimant's  assignor, 
John  AVaddill,  in  virtue,  and  in  his  own  right  ofoccupation,  &c.;  and  according  to  our  decisions  in  claims 
Nos.  46,  51,  53,  we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  nut  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it 
with  claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

215.  Nicholas  Jacks,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Nedum  Alfijrd,  filed  his  notice  claim- 
ing, bj'  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  and  situated  on  a  brancli  of  the  Toreaux,  and  between  lands  claimed  by  Hugh  McNeely  and 
Benjamin  Morris,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"  Thomas  Gray  and  Abraham  J.  Winfree,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Nicholas  Jacks  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  tlierein  described;  that  the 
same  was  habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Nedum  Alford,  (through  and  by  his  hired  man,  one  Miller,) 
under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  liy  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February 
22,  1819;  that  said  iuhaliitation,  occupation, "and  cultivation  has  been  constantly  continued  since  that  period 
to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  oua'ht  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

216.  Manuel  Flores,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Bayou  Terre  Blanche  in  ascending,  bounded  below  by  Madame  Louis  Chamara,  above  by 
vacant  land,  and"  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"George  McTier  and  L.  Meileux,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  laud  claimed  by  Manuel  Flores 
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in  his  above  notice;  that  said  hind  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  tiicrein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  liy  the  claimant,  by  his  growinn-  corn,  &c.,  and  living  thereon,  on  and 
prior  to  February  22,  ISl'J;  that  .said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  jiresent  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on 
the  land  claimed  enjbrace  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ouglit  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

211.  The  heirs  of  Andrew  Franks,  of  the  )jarish  of  Natchitoches,  tiled  their  ruitice  claiming,  by  virtue 
of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated 
on  tlie  Bayou  Peidra,  about  twenty-one  miles  from  Natchitoches,  on  the  road  to  Nacogdoches,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"William  Eltrcdge,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Andrew  Franks'  heirs  in 
their  aljove  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabiti'd,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant's  ancestor  in  the  year  1810;  that  said  inhabitation, 
occujiation,  and  cultivation  was  c<nitinued  until  the  year  1812.  Believes,  and  has  reason  to  believe,  that 
the  ancestor  of  the  claimants  was  expelled  from  his  possession,  or  ordered  off  by  the  commander  of  the 
United  States  troops  and  Spanish  forces  in  the  year  1812;  kiKiws  not  whether  the  claimant  or  any  other 
in  his  name,  or  by  his  authority,  ever  resumed  the  occupation." 

We  have  decided  (see  Xos.  121  and  123,)  that  when  it  was  shown  that  possession  of  the  land  claimed 
was  abandoned  prior  to  Februarj'  22,  1819,  wo  could  not  recommend  a  confirmation  of  the  title;  but  those 
cases  and  this  are  not  similar;  there  the  abandonment  was  voluntary;  here  it  was  coerced.  We  are  to 
presume  that  the  claimant  would  have  continued  his  possession,  and  thus  have  brought  himself  within  the 
letter  of  the  law  under  which  we  are  acting,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  the  exercise  of  superior  authority; 
and  can  the  government  oppose  to  the  claim  its  own  act,  and  one  to  which  the  claimant  gave  no  assent? 
We  think  not.  It  is  known  that  in  the  year  1812  the  United  States  troops  did  expel  and  force  off  a 
number  of  settlers  (jn  the  neutral  ground,  burning-  their  liouses,  destroying  their  property,  etc.  We  think 
that  justice  and  equity  sanctions  the  o]iinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract 
have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "third  class." 

218.  John  Yocnm,  of  the  parisli  nf  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Thomas  Thompson,  filed  his  notice  claim- 
ing, by  virtue  of  occupation  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated 
in  the  lower  end  of  the  Ewany  Prairie  about  three  miles  from  the  Sabine,  bounded  on  the  south  by  land 
claimed  liy  James  Wilson,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  tlie  board: 

"James  Wilson  and  George  Stewart,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John 
Yocum  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
occupied  and  cultivated  by  John  Yocum,  the  claimant,  in  the  year  1817,  by  his  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon; 
that  the  same  has  been  uninterruptedly  occupied  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present 
day;  and  that  during  the  whole  of  the  time  above  specified  the  claimant  lived  with  his  father  about  four 
hundred  yards  off  from  the  land  claimed. 

We  are  of  opinion  i?liis  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class."— (See  Nos.  23,  44.) 

210.  Thomas  D.  Yocum,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitdclics,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  near  the  Ewany 
Prairie,  bounded  on  the  south  by  land  claimed  by  John  Yocum,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  George  Stewart  and  James  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Thomas 
D.  Yocum  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  iniiabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  unin- 
terruptedly continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  three  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

220.  John  Yocum,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Jesse  Yocum,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  in  and  near  the  Prairie  Ewany,  bounded  i>n  the  south  by  land  chiimed  by  Thomas  D.  Yocum,  and 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"George  Stewart  and  James  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  John 
Yocum,  assignee,  &c.,  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described; 
that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Jesse  Yocum,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds, 
by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  tlie  year  181T;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and 
cultivation  has  been  uninterruiitedly  cf>ntinued  by  the  said  Jesse  Yocum,  and  the  claimant  holding  under 
him,  since  that  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  "the  claimant's  impn.ivements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace 
about  twelve  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conflnneil,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  cla.ss," 

221.  Mathias  Yocum,  (jf  the  iiarish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Louis  Chabineaud,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  iiabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  in  the  Prairie  Ewany,  bounded  on  the  soutli  and  west  by  John  Yocum,  assignee  of  Jesse 
Yocum,  and  containing-  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  t(.'stimony  taken  before  the 
board : 

"(ieorge  Stewart  and  James  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Mathias  Yocum  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the 
same  was  occupied  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1817;' 
that  said  occupation  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time 
until  the  present;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  eight  acres. "j 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

222.  Samuel  S.  Carnes,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Kicliard  Simms,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
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territory,  situatiMl  on  a  hraiirli  lA'  tlir  Baj'du  Toreaux,  in  the  iippor  .scttli'iiiciit  nl'  tlir  liickury  Wudils,  and 
cuntainini;'  040  ai'ri'.s.     Tiir  i-laini  is  supporti-'il  liy  tlic  IVillowinj;'  tcsliiiKHiy  l;ikcii  Im  lore  \\ir  In., nil; 

"  Jc'SSL'  Yociiin  and  'I'liiuiias  !>.  Yocuni,  Ix'inp;  duly  sworn,  say  lliat  they  know  the  laml  claiiiu'd  l.y 
Sanuu'l  S.  (JarnL's  in  liis  alio\c  nolicr;  lliat  tlic  same  is  lyini;'  and  si(ual<'  as  is  llicrcin  disc  lilicd ;  ilmt 
the  same  was  inlialiitod,  occuiiiod,  and  rnltivati'd  liy  Iticljard  Sinnns,  under  A\liiini  llic  clainiant  holds,  hy 
his  livinj;'  and  i^'rowiuj;"  corn,  tVc,  tlirrmu,  in  llii'  yrars  l,sl4  and  Isl.'i;  ihai  said  iulialiitat  inn,  ori-u|iatiun, 
and  cultivation  was  unintcrrniitcdly  conlinurd  liy  said  Sininis  dnriiiL;'  I'nur  nr  H\  r  yens  Ihrirarirr;  thai 
the  clainnint,  under  his  purchase  limn  said  ."^ininis,  has  occupied,  inlialuled,  and  cultivated  (he  land  I'or 
about  one  or  two  years;  and  that  the  claimant's  imiirnvenaMits  on  the  land  claimed  endirace  alinnt  nine 
acres." 

The  testimony  brink's  the  occupation  and  cultivatimi,  at  least,  uji  tn  February  22,  181'.>.  'I'he  estab- 
lishment of  this  I'act  we  have  heretol'ore  tlioMi;-lit  entitled  the  clainmnt  to  recover. — (See  Nos.  1(1(1,  l,s',).) 

We  are  of  ojiinion  this  claim  iin,L;'lit  to  be  cnnlirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  il  with  claims 
of  the  ••third  class." 

22o.  .John  ralvadore,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  ixdice  claiming;-  a  tract  of  land  lyini;- 
within  the  late  neutral  territory,  .situated  on  the  Bayou  '•La  Iionne  Cliassi',"  bounded  by  vacani  land,  and 
contailiini;"  (540  acres,      'flic  claim  is  supported  by  the  IblluwinL;-  testinmny  taken  before  the  board: 

"John  Bte.  Plaisance,  beilii;'  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  John  ralvadore  in 
his  abov(Miotice;  that  said  land  is  lyin.g' and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occujiied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  livini;-  and  .^-rowing  corn,  &c.,  tliereiDi,  on  and  previous 
to  February  22,  181'J;  that  .said  inhal.iitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  iininteiruptedly  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  period  tii  the  present  day;  and  that  the  chiiniaiit's  inquovements  on  the  land 
embrace  about  seven  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ouL;'ht  to  be  conlirmcd,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  '•  third  class." 

224.  The  heirs  iif  Edward  Murphy,  of  the  parish  of  Xatchitoclies,  filed  their  notice  claiming  a  tract 
of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  near  the  Lake  Juan  de  !Mora,  having  two  leagues 
front  to  i;ach  cardinal  point,  or  four  square  leagues,  clainiod  by  virtue  of  a  concession   given  and  signed 

b_y  the  conunandant  of  Nacogdoches,  and  dated ■,  for  said  tract  of  land,  in  favor  of  John  (iuinilty,  who, 

afterwards,  as  the  notice  alleges,  on  or  about  June  15,  1799,  sold  to  the  claimants'  ancestor;  which 
concession,  as  is  further  alleged,  is  lost,  and  cannot,  or  a  copy  thereof,  be  found  to  file  herewith,  the  same 
having  been  returned  to  the  conunandant  of  Nacogdoches  agreeably  to  orders,  and  from  thence  carried 
oif  forciblj'  by  Governor  Salcedo  in  1812,  with  all  the  papers  and  archives  of  that  post;  claimed  also  by 
virtue  of  habitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  for  more  than  thirty  years.  The  claim  is  suiiported  only 
by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"John  Sibley,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  tlie  laud  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Edward  Murphy 
in  their  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  .situate  as  is  therein  described.  Deponent  knew  the 
sons  of  the  grantee,  John  Quinilty,  about  six  years  jjast,  at  wdiich  time  one  of  them,  James,  told  this 
deponent  that  his  father  had  a  concession  for  the  land  claimed.  Deponent  has  known  the  laml  claimed 
for  twenty  years,  and  that  it  was  always  called  Quinilty's  place." 

"  Bertrand  Plaisance,  being  dul}'  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Edward  Murphy 
in  their  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was 
habited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  Quinilty,  under  wdiom  the  claimants  hold,  by  his  living  and 
growing  corn,  &c.,  keeping  liis  vacharies,  horses,  &c.,  tliereon,  more  than  thirty-five  years  past;  that  said 
inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  was  uninterruptedly  continued  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  until 
his  sale  to  the  claimants'  ancestor;  that  said  occupiation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation  was  continued  by 
the  claimants'  ancestor  until  the  year  1806,  when  the  buildings  and  houses  were  burned  by  Caiitain 
Turner,  of  the  United  States  army.  Deponent  has  always  understood  and  believed,  and  it  was  the  under- 
standing and  belief  among  his  neighbors  and  the  inhabitants  generally,  that  the  said  John  Quinilty  had  a 
written  grant  for  the  land  claimed,  emitted  by  the  Spanish  government,  though  he  never  saw  the  grant, 
nor  knows  the  quantity  conceded." 

"Theodore  Grilliet,  being  duly  sworn,  saj-s  that  ho  has  heard  read  the  preceding  declaration  of 
Bertrand  Plaisance,  and  that  the  facts  therein  st.ated  are  true,  with  the  exception  that  this  deponent  does 
not  knov\'  that  the  land  claimed  Avas  settled  previous  to  thirty  years  past.'' 

This  testimony  does  not  clearly  prove  the  pre-existence  of  the  grant;  but,  if  stronger  was  rcrj^uircd, 
would  not  this  description  of  claimants,  in  every  case,  be  precluded  from  establishing  their  rights  ?  Facts 
similar  to  the  one  here  attempted  to  be  shown  among  an  illiterate  people,  with  few  exceptions  knowing 
not  how  to  read  or  write,  can  only  be  sulistantiated  by  a  sort  of  traditionary  belief — a  general  under- 
standing among  themselves.  We  think  the  early  settlement  of  the  land,  and  the  fact  that  grants  were 
seldom  denied  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  are  considerations  that  may  correctly  be  brought  fijrward  in  aid 
of  the  testimonj'.     See  further  answers  to  the  general  interrogatories  preceding  this  re[ii;irt. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ouglit  to  bo  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "first  class." 

225.  Bernard  Pantalion's  representatives,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  a  concession  signed  by  the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches,  dated  Ajiril  20,  1798,  in  favor  of  the 
claimants'  ancestor,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  bounded  east  by  the  Spanish 
lake,  south  by  the  Bayon  Terre  Blanche,  north  by  the  Bayou  Durasmus,  extending  from  said  lake  two 
leagues  west. 

No  document  of  title  or  testimony  of  any  kind  accompanies  this  notice ;  but  we  were  referred  generally 
to  a  notice  of  the  same  claimants,  tiled  November  11,  1820,  with  the  late  register,  under  the  act  of  May  11, 
L820,  and  with  which  the  concession  here  relied  on  is  to  be  found.  No  particular  benefit  can  result  to 
the  claimants  from  an  examination  of  their  pretensions  by  tiie  board,  and  we  think  it  more  regular  that 
the  title  should  remain  as  at  first  tiled,  to  be  reported  b}'  the  present  register  under  the  above-mentioned 
act;  consequently  this  claim  must  be  rejected,  and  in  the  abstract  we  have  classed  it  imder  claims  of  the 
"fom-th  class."— (See  Nos.  118,  120.) 

22(5.  Francois  Robin,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  ])otice  claiming,  liy  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  and  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  Old  river,  bounded  above  by  land  of  James  Bloodworth  and  below  by  the  heirs  of  Orizeme  Buard, 
containing  (540  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  liy  the  following'  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Gaspard  Boudin,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Fran(,'ois  Kobin  in  his 
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above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  tlicrcin  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  181'.*;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
by  the  claimant  since  that  iieriod  u|:i  to  last  spring,  when  his  houses,  &c.,  were  burned;  that  the  inhabitation 
has  not  been  abandoned,  and  that  the  claimant  is  now  preparing  buildings,  kc.  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
his  cultivation. 

We  are  of  opiniim  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  ami  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "  third  class." 

221.  Iteniy  Totan,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
habitaticiii,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
Tapalcat,  liounded,  as  is  sujiposed,  all  round  by  vacant  lanil,  and  containing  (>40  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Laurient  Maylieux,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  \>y  Bemy  Totan  in  his 
above  notice;  that  said  land  i.s  Ij'ing  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  fifteen  years  since; 
that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  nninterruijtedly  continued  by  the  claimant 
since  that  period  until  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace 
about  forty  acres." 

We  are  of  opini(jn  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  witli  claims 
of  "  fhird  class." 

228.  Mary  Eouth  Booker,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of 
habitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on 
a  branch  running  into  the  Bayou  Provcn(;al,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  Ewany  trace,  and  containing  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  suppi.irted  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Peter  Sydick  and  John  Baptiste  Sydick,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Mary  Kouth  Booker  in  her  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that 
the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  Self,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon, 
on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  tliat  said  Self  raised  one  crop  on  the  land,  and  sold  the  same  to 
Thomas  Yillars,  who  continued  said  inhaljitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  one  year,  and  then  sold  the 
land  to  the  claimant,  wdio  has  imintcrruptedly  continued  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
from  that  time  to  this  daj-;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  eight 
acres." 

We  are  of  o]>inion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

229.  Ambroi.se  Lecomte,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occu|iation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  Ij'ing'  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate  in  the  Prairie 
Lianacucu,  fronting  on  the  Bayou  Lianacucu,  bounded  by  lands  of  Jolni  Baptiste  Lecomte,  containing  twenty 
arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth,  being  eipial  to  617  American  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following 
testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Gaspard  Boudin,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Ambroise  Lecomte  "in 
his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  tiio  claimant,  by  and  through  his  agents  and  otiiers  holding  under  him,  living 
and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1808;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  time  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  forty-five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion,  on  this  testimony,  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have 
classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "third  class." 

230.  John  Baptiste  Lecompte,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  fded  his  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  land 
Ij'ing  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place  called  Lianacucu,  and  containing,  agreeably  to 
a  plat  of  survey  filed  in  the  claim,  drawn  by  Joseph  Irwin,  then  a  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States, 
dated  in  1813,  two  leagues  square,  or  23,507  acres,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  request  or  concession  signed 
by  the  commandant  of  Nacogdoches,  and  dated  July  31,  1797,  in  favor  of  Juan  Baptiste  D'Artigeau  for 
the  land  claimed;  transferred  by  the  said  D'Artigeau  to  Marie  Louise  Lecomte  Dame  Porter,  by  act  of 

exchange,  dated ,  and  by  said  Dame  Porter  transferred  to  the  claimant  by  act  of  sale,  dated  June  19, 

1813;  claimed  also  in  virtue  of  habitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  for  more  than  thirty-three  years. 

"Dr.  Juan  Baptiste  D'Artigeau  connnunicates  to  j'ou,  with  due  respect,  that  he  desires  to  establish  a 
stock  farm  in  the  place  called  the  Anacucu,  of  this  jurisdiction,  in  consequence  of  which  he  prays  you  to 
grant  him  two  leagues  of  land  square  in  said  place,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  shall  contain  the  whole  of 
the  plains  of  Lianacucu,  (odo  el  nano  do  Lianacucu,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  heirs  and  descendants. 
Should  you  grant  thi.s  request,  &c.  Nacogdoches,  July  31,  1797.  Signed  Baptiste  D'Artigeau."  "Nacog- 
doches, July  31,  1797.  Let  this  request  pass  to  the  procurador  of  this  jurisdiction,  provided  no  prejudice 
shall  accrue  to  third  persons.     Guadiana." 

The  claim  is  further  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Gaspard  Boudin,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  Creole  of  this  country,  and  fift3'-eight  years  of  age; 
that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Lecomte  in  his  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying 
and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  has  been  constantly  and  uninterruptedly  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  those  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  tlu'  claimant,  and  for  his  use  by 
others,  for  more  than  thirty-three  years  preceding  tiiis  date." 

We  arc  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  "  second  class." 

231.  Emanuel  Trichel,  of  the  jjurisli  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  habitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate  in  the  Prairie 
Chatidana,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by 
the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Alexander  (.icrjnieul,  Iteing  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Emanuel  Trichel  in 
his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedl_y  con- 
tinual liy  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the 
land  claimed  end)racc  about  six  acres." 
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We  arc  of  oiiinioii  tins  claim  nu^-lit  to  lie  i-niilinucil.  and  in  tlic  alistrart  lia\  r  classnl  i(  willi  llic  "  Ihinl 
class  of  claims." 

2:V2.  James  IShuhvortli,  <>['  tin'  i>arish  ol'  N'atcliitoclics,  assiniici'  of  .lolm  I'.rnnctl,  liinl  his  ii,,|ic(. 
claimilii;-,  liv  virtue  of  occuiiation,  inhaliitation,  ami  .■ultivation,  a  Irai't  ol'  laml  lyin;;'  within  ihr  laic. 
licutl-arTcrntory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Lac  I'ititc  Kmljarras  at  its  junction  willi  Ohl  livcr,  and  containing- 
G40  acres.     The  claim  is  supiiortt'd  liy  the  followin.L;-  testimony  taken  liefore  llic  I \i\: 

"Alfred  Bludworth,  beiut;-  duly  swoiii,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimc(l;  Ihat  saitl  land  is  lyiiif;- 
and   situate   as    is   therein   de'scrilx'd:    that    llic   same   was    inhabited,   oiH'ii|iieil,   and   culli\atcd    l>y  .lolin 

Bennett,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  liviu};-  and  gruwinj;-  com,  \c.,  iIkim in  IIh-  year  1812; 

that  Bennett  continued  said  inliabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  until  iiis  death,  in  ISl.".;  that  a 
few  months  afterwards  the  land  was  inhahilcd,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Bradburn  and  dacobson,  who 
lived  thereon  abiuit  two  years,  under  a  permission  from  the  clainuuit,  after  which  the  land  was  not 
inhabited  nor  occupied  until  Au,i;-ust  1,  1S2:!,  when  the  claimant  rccoimncnccd  the  inhabitation,  occupa- 
tion, and  cultivation,  and  has  uninterruptedly  continued  the  same  until  the  present  tinn-.  Claimant  has  at 
all  times  had  his  liog-s  on  the  land,  ami  has  cut  tindicr  and  wood  thereon.'' 

We  have  already  said  that  rif;-hts  (U-  claims  to  land  resulting-  from  pos.session  and  occupancy  became, 
under  the  usasi-es  and  customs  of  the  Spanish  g-overnnuMit,  lost  by  subse(iuent  reliiKpiishnient  or  volunlai-ij 
abandonment  of  such  possession  and  occujiancy.  If  we  are  correct,  it  results  that,  at  the  dab-  of  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  S|iain,  the  land"  now  clainieii  \\as  fully  rcanne.xed  to  the  domain. — (See  Nos. 

1-21  and   123. 'I 

We  are  c>f  opinion  this  claim  ong-ht   not  to  be   conlirmcd,   and   in   the   alistract  have   classed   it  with 

claims  of  the  "  fourth  class." 

233.  Asa  Hickman,  of  the  paiisli  of  Nati-hitochcs,  assig-nce  of  John  .Mayhaw.  lilcd  his  iLotico  claiming-, 
by  virtue  of  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tiactof  land  lyin.g  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  Bayou  Santaburb,  bounded  above  by  other  land  claimed  l>y  the  clainmnt,  on  other  sides 
by  vacant  land,  and  containing  lUtl  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  liy  ihe  following  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"Win.  Hickman  and  Theo.  Hickman,  being  duly  s\vorn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Asa 
Hickman  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
•n'as  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  John  .Mayliaw,  (wdio  sold  to  the  claimant,)  by  his  living-  and 
g-rowiiig-  corn  and  peas,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occu- 
pation, and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  said  Majdiaw  and  by  the  claimant  since 
that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  enJjrace  ab(jut 
thirty  acres." 

We  arc  of  opinion  this  claim' ought  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

234.  The  heirs  of  Fran<,-ois  l!oui]uier,  of  the  parish  of  Xatchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming,  by 
virtue  of  an  order  of  survey,  signed  liy  Estevan  Minj,  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of 
Dominique  Prudhomme,  and  dateil  October  5,  1780,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  west  l.iaiik  of  that  branch  of  Red  river,  called  Old  river,  at  the  place  called  "  La  Petit 
Ecor,"  and  adjoining  below  by  land  claimed  by  Jean  Marie  Fran(;(.ii.s  Ivoquier,  containing  forty  arpents 
Trent  by  forty  arpents  in  depth. 

The  claimant  tiled  in  support  of  his  claim  the  original  requete  of  Dominique  Prudhomme,  dated  July  18, 
1786,  praying-  tor  the  land  claimed;  on  which  the  governor,  in  the  usual  form,  under  date  of  October  5, 
1786,  orders  the  survej-or  general  to  put  the  party  in  possession.  An  authentic  sale  from  the  grantee, 
Dominique  Prudhomme,  dated  December  20,  1786,  is  also  filed.  These  documents  are  so  mutilated  by  the 
ravages  of  time  and  insects  that  we  can  only  give  their  substance. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  second  class." 

235.  Jean  Marie  Francois  Eouquier,  of  the  parish  of  Xatchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue 
of  an  order  of  survej',  signed  by  Estevan  Miro,  then  governor  of  the  provice  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the 
claimant,  dated  October  4,  1786,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
west  bank  of  that  branch  of  Red  river,  called  Old  river,  immediately  below  the  place  c;illed  "Petit  Ecor," 
to  adjoin  the  next  preceding  tract,  and  containing  forty  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  in  dejith. 

The  claimant  tiled  in  support  of  his  claim  his  original  petition,  dated  July  18,  1786,  praying  for  the 
land  claimed,  on  which  the  governor,  in  the  usual  form,  October  4,  1786,  orders  the  surveyor  general  to 
put  the  party  in  possession.  This  document  is  so  torn  by  the  ravages  of  time  and  insects  that  we  can  only 
give  its  substance. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  rmght  to  fie  coiiiirmed,  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  -with  claims 
of  the  -'second  class."' 

236.  James  Kirkham,  cif  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  Juan  Segine,  tiled  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situate  on  the  Bayou  Piedra,  or  Piedro,  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  other  land  of  the  claimant,  and 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Robert  Sharp  and  John  Sheridan,  being  duly  sworii^  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  James 
Kirkham  in  his  notice  No.  236;  that  said  land  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Juan  Segine,  by  his  living-  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on 
and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  bj-  said  Segine,  under  whom  the  claimant  holds,  since  that  period  to  the  present  time, 
with  the  exception  of  last  summer,  of  which  the  declarants  do  not  know,  not  having  seen  the  land  during- 
that  year;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  eight  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  lie  conlirmed,  and  iii  the  abstract  ha%-e  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

237.  Michel  Eambin,  of  the  parish  of  Xatchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  laud  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
Pierre  settlement,  l>ounded  on  the  northeast  'liy  land  of  Pierre  Lafiitt,  southwest  by  Madame  Prudhomme, 
southeast  by  Mrs.  Rucky,  and  other  sides  by  "vacant  land,  containing  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  acres 
and  seventy-oue-hundredths  of  an  acre.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  Louis  Procella  and  Remy  De  Soto,  being-  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Michel 
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Ramliin  in  liis  above  notice;  that  said  land  i.s  l^'ing  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  tlie  same  was 
inhal.)ited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  hy  the  claimant,  by  his  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the 
year  1812;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the 
claimant  since  tliat  j-ear  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed 
embrace  about  three  acres." 

We  arc  of  opinion  this  claim  (luglit  to  bo  confirmed,  and  in  tlie  abstract  have  classed  it  witli  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

238.  Marcel  De  Soto,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inlialiitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  fif  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  east 
side  of  Bayou  Pierre,  bounded  n(_irth  bj'  vacant  land,  by  Micliel  Rambin  and  Madame  Baptiste  Bastine 
partly  on  the  east,  and  containing  one  thousand  thirteen  acres  and  twenty-six-hundredths  of  an  acre.  The 
claim  is  supported  liy  the  following- testimony: 

"Christian  Hesser,  (before  the  board,)  Ijeiiig  duly  swum,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Marcel  De 
Soto  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  laying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  ami  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  for  more 
than  twenty-three  years  last  jiast;  that  said  inhabitation,  occujiation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly continued  bj' the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement 
on  tlie  land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres.  And  Louis  Vacou,  being  sworn,  says  the  above  facts 
are  all  within  his  own  knowledge,  except  that  he  does  not  know  that  the  land  claimed  has  been  cultivated 
and  inhabited  more  than  ten  years  past." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  e.xtent  of  si.x  hundred  and  fort3'  acres,  and 
in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "third  class." 

239.  Louis  Procella,  of  the  jiarish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  east  side 
of  Bayou  Pierre,  bounded  beh.iw  by  Marcel  De  Soto,  and  on  all  other  sides  b_y  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Christian  Hesser  and  Uemy  De  Soto,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Louis 
Procella  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the 
year  1814;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  since 
that  year  by  the  claimant,  and  by  his  father  and  mother  luider  him,  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the 
claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of 
the  "third  class." 

240.  Pavie  and  Noyrit,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming  a  tract  of  laud  lying 
within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at  a  place  called  "Las  res  Llanos,"  being  the  tract  on  which 
Louis  Latham  lately  resided,  and  containing  one  league  square,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  Spanish  concession 
in  favor  of  Jose  Sanche/,,  who  sold  and  transferred  the  same  by  act  dated  June  2,  1818,  to  Jos6  Antonio 
Sepulveda,  and  by  him  stild  and  transferred  to  the  claimant  on  November  18,  1820. 

No  document  of  title,  or  testimony  of  any  kind,  was  filed  with  this  notice,  but  we  were  referred 
generally  to  the  proof  accompanying  the  notice  for  the  land  here  prayed  for,  filed  with  the  late  register, 
No.  64,  under  the  act  of  May  11,  1820.  No  particular  benefit  can  result  to  the  claimants  from  an  examina- 
tion of  their  claim  hero,  and  we  think  it  more  regular  that  the  testimony  should  remain  as  at  first  filed, 
to-be  examined  and  reported  by  the  register  under  the  above-mentioned  act. — (See  Nos.  118,  120.)  There- 
fore, we  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

241.  Vincent  Jackson,  of  the  parisli  of  Natchitoches,  assignee  of  William  Ash,  filed  his  notice 
claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late 
neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabine  river,  about  two  miles  below  the  Cashata  village, 
bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Morris  McLaughlin,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  ho  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Vincent  Jackson  in 
his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  William  Ash,  by  his  living  and  growing  potatoes,  peach  trees,  &c.,  thereon, 
some  time  about  the  year  1810;  that  at  that  time  said  Ash  had  about  seven  acres  cleared.  Witness  has 
never  seen  the  place  since." 

The  rights  of  the  claimant  were  lost  by  non-continuation  of  occupancy. — (See  Nos.  121,  123,  and  232.) 
We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
claims  of  the  "fourth  class." 

242.  Pierre  Koblot,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou 
Na  Bon  Chasse,  bounded  above  by  land  claimed  by  Philip  Plores,  below  by  vacant  land,  and  containing 
640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Jacob  Nord  and  Pemy  Totan,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  tliey  know  the  land  claimed  by  Pierre 
Roblot  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  isjying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the 
year  1810;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the 
claimant  since  that  year  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  about  twenty-five  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

243.  Philip  Flores,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  waters 
of  Bayou  "  Na  Bon  Chasse,''  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  Pierre  Eoblot,  and  containing  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Jacob  Nord  and  Remy  Totan,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Philip  Flores 
in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occuiiied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1811);  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
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continued  by  the  claimant  since  tliat  period  to  the  present  time;  and  tliat  4lic  claimant's  improvement  on 
tlic  land  claimed  embraces  about  twenty  acres." 

We  are  of  oi)inion  this  claim  oU';-ht  to  be  c<iiilirmrd,  and  in  the  absliarl  hii\c  classed  it  with  (daiius 
of  the  "tldrd  class." 

•J44.  Claude  Antoine  (_'hoppin,  of  tlie  parish  cf  Natciiitoclies,  llird  his  nnticr  i'l.nmiii.t;-,  liy  virtue  of 
inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyin.ii,-  within  the  laic  neutral  territory,  situated 
at"L'Isle  a  Bolieu,"  in  the  settlement  of  Hayoii  I'ierre,  b(niiided,  as  is  supposed,  l.y  vacant  land,  and 
containing-  (540  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  fiUowiug-  testimony  taken  beloic  the  board: 

"  Pierre  Bolieu  and  Edward  Bolieu,  lils,  beiii^  duly  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  cdaimed  by  Claude 
Antoine  Chopi)in  in  his  above  notice;  tliat  said  laml  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  des.-ribed;  that 
the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Baptiste  ^^oline,  the  hireling-  of  the  claimant,  and 
for  his  beiielit,  by  his  living,  and  growing  corn,  i^^ic,  thereon,  on  and  previous  tii_  February  2-2,  1S19;  and 
that  the  claimants'  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  coidirmed,  and  in  the  absti-act  have  classed  it  with  (daims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

245.  Pierre  Bolieu,  of  the  parish  of  Xatcliitoidies,  tiled  his  notice  claiimng,  by  virtue  ol  iiihalutation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate  at  the  "Isle  a 
Bolieu,"  in  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  bounded  below  by  vacant  land,  and  above  by  Charles  Xoyrit, 
and  containing  (540  acres.     Tlie"claim  is  supported  by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  tin'  board; 

"  Laurent  Meilliou,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  elaimed  by  Pierre  P.oilieu  in  his 
above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  tin-  yearlSlO; 
that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant 
since  that  year  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces 
about  twei"ity-four  acres.  And  C!  A.  Clioppin,  being  also  sworn,  says  that  the  land  claimed  was  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  by  the  claimant  in  ISl'J." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class.'' 

246.  Laurent  Meillieu,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabi- 
tation, oeeui>ation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  in 
"L'Isle  a  Bolieu,"  bounded  above  by  Michel  Kambin,  and  below  by  Pierre  Caillieu,  and  containing  640 
acres.     The  claim  is  supjiorted  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Pierre  Bolieu  and  Edward  Bcdieu,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  elaimed  by  Laurent 
Meillieu  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Pierre  Caillieu,  on  account  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimant, 
by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  ISli);  that  said  inhabita- 
tion, occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedlj'  continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to 
the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  five  acres.'' 

On  this  testimony  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed 
it  with  claims  of  the  "  third  class." 

247.  Edward  Bolieu,  fils,  of  the  parish  (jf  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabi- 
tation, occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  at 
"  L'Isle  a  Bolieu,''  in  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  bounded  by  Pierre  Bolieu  above  and  Francois  Serpen- 
tine below,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board  : 

"Laurent  Meillieu,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  lie  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Edward  Bolieu,  fils,  in 
his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is"  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  Ijy  his  living  and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1810; 
that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the  claimant 
since  that  year  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces 
about  eight  acres.'' 

On  this  proof  we  are  of  opinion  the  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it 
with  the  claims  of  the  "third  class." 

248.  The  heirs  of  Louis  Souligne,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  their  notice  claiming,  by  virtue 
of  iidiabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated 
in  "  L'Isle  a  Bolieu,"  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Laurent  Meillieu  and  E.  Bolieu,  fils,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claiined  by  the 
heirs  of  Louis  Souligne  in  their  above  notice;  and  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein 
described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimants'  ancestor,  by  his  living 
and  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1S13;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has 
been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  him  and  the  claimants  since  that  year  to  the  present  time;  and  that 
the  claimants'  improvements  on  the  land  embrace  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

249.  Pierre  Koblot,  of  the  parish  of  Xatchitoches,  assignee  of  Jose  Antonio  Skiewell,  tiled  Ids  notice 
claiming,  bj-  virtue  of  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lyin,g  within  the  late 
neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Na  Bon  Chasse,  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  Eosimo  Gannie, 
on  other  sides  by  vacant  land,  and  containing-  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Jacob  Nord,  being  dulj- sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Pierre  Poblot  in  his  above 
notice;  that  said  land  is  Iving  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  by  Jose  Antonio  Skiewell,  (from  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by  his  living  and  growing 
corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  before  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation 
has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  said  Skiewell  from  that  period  until  about  eight  months  since;  and 
that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  thirty  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class.'' 

250.  Jacques  Grappe,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,   and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the 
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Sicicaacha  bayou,  bounded  nn*ll  sidns  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The 
claim  is  supported  by  the  t'ollowiug-  testimony: 

"  Francisco  Rouas  and  Pierre  Moran.  being  severally  sworn,  say  they  know  the  land  claimed  by 
Jacques  Grappe  in  lii.s  above  notice;  that  the  same  is  situated  as  is  therein  dcscrilied;  that  said  tract 
was  occupied,  inhabited,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing-  corn  thereon,  on  and 
previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  occupation,  inhabitaticm,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  by 
the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  improvement  on  the  tract  claimed  embraces 
about  fifty  acres." 

Wo  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

25L  Martha  Andrus,  of  the  parish  of  8t.  Ijandry,  filed  her  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  settlement 
and  occupation,  a  tract  of  land  in  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Quel- 
queshue,  bounded  above  by  John  Henderson,  and  below  by  Mitchel  Neal,  and  containing  six  hundreil  and 
forty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Thomas  Stewart,  being'  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  the  land  claimed  was,  to  his  knowledge, 
settled  and  cleared  to  the  extent  of  two  acres  by  John  Clark,  (who  sold  to  Sally  Andrus,  the  deceased 
daughter  of  the  claimant,  and  from  whom  she  heirs,)  about  the  year  1814.  Deponent  does  not  know  that 
the  settlement  continued  till  about  three  years,  when  one  Arsene  Le  Blue,  for  the  claimant,  entered  on  the 
land,  and  has  cultivated  it  ever  since." 

We  are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with 
claims  of  the  "  third  class." 

252.  Dcmpsey  Isles,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation, 
inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Quelqucshue,  north  of 
the  Bayou  Dan,  bounded  by  H.  Coward  above,  and  below  by  vacant  land,  and  containing  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  In  the  claim  of  Dcmpsey  Isles,  William  Smith,  being  sworn,  saj's  that  he  knows  the  land  since  the 
year  1818  to  the  present  time;  that  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  been  cultivated  to  the  extent  of 
sixteen  acres,  in  corn  and  potatoes — first  by  James  Ashworth,  (who  sold  his  right  to  the  claimant,  as 
appears  by  a  sale  on  file,)  and  then  by  the  present  claimant  ever  since;  that  it  is  situated  on  the  ancient 
bed  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  and  that  James  Ashworth  is  about  fifty  years  of  age." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

253.  Elias  Blunt,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  Archibald  Smith,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Quelqueshue  river,  at  a  place  called  Blunt's  Ferry,  bounded  below  by  William  and  Georg-e  Smith,  and 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  Burrell  Franks,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  has  known  the  land  since  the  year  1818;  that  from  that 
time  to  the  present  it  has  been  settled  and  cultivated  to  the  extent  of  about  thirty  acres — first  by  Archi- 
bald Smith,  from  whom  the  claimant  holds,  until  the  year  1821 ;  that  the  land  is  situated  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  at  a  place  called  Blunt's  Ferry." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

254.  Hardy  Coward,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  Aaron  Cherry,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river  Quelqueshue,  bounded  on  one  side  by  McKee's  bayou,  and  on  the  other  by  the  claim  of  George 
Smith,  and  containing'  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"William  Smith,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  has  known  the  land  since  the  year  1818  to  the  present 
time,  and  that  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  to  the  extent 
of  about  ten  acres,  in  corn,  pumpkins,  &c. — first  by  Aaron  Cherry,  (from  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  till  the 
last  year;  it  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  bounded  on  one  side  by  McKee's 
bayou;  and  that  the  said  Cherry  is  aljout  forty  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

255.  Archibald  Thompson,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupa- 
tion, inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land,  situated  in  the  late  neutral  territory,  on  the  east  prong 
of  Bayou  Dinde,  (which  is  a  west  branch  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,)  fronting  on  the  west  side  of  said 
prong,  bounded  on  all  sides  bj'  vacant  land,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is 
supported  by  the  following'  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"William  Smith,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  since  the  year  1818  to  the  present  time, 
and  that  during  this  space  it  has  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant  to  the  extent  of 
four  acres,  in  corn,  potatoes,  &c.;  that  it  is  situated  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  notice,  and  that  the 
claimant  is  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

256.  Cxeorge  Pogleman,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  settlement 
and  occupancy  ^sn'or  to  February  22,  1819,  a  tract  of  land,  Ij'ing  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  on  the  Spanish  trace,  about  two  miles  above  Charles'  lake,  and 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"  John  Hooser  and  David  Hooser,  being  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  in  question,  and  have 
known  it  since  the  year  1811;  that  in  the  spring  of  that  year  the  claimant  cleared  and  cultivated  about 
five  acres  of  the  land  in  corn,  &c.;  and  that  the  land  in  question  is  situated  as  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  notice." 

From  the  notice  and  testimony  it  appears  that  the  land  was  voluntarily  abandoned  on  February  23, 
1819;  therefore,  we  must  say,  in  our  opinion,  this  claim  oug'ht  not  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract 
have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "  fourth  class."     (See  No.  232,  and  the  Nos.  there  referred  to.) 

257.  James  Going,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  settlement  and 
occupancy,  a  tract  of  land  in  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Quelqueshue  river, 
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on  the  east  bank  of  the  Bayou  Show  IMciuc,  opposite  the  claim  of  James  Ashw.rth,  and  containinp-  throe 
iiiindred  and  twenty  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  liy  tlie  foUowinp;  testinuiny  lakcn  bclorr  llic  li.nuil: 

"James  Asliwortli,  being  sworn,  says  tiiat  he  has  i<nown  the  hmd  since  the  mdjith  of  .January.  Isl'.l; 
tiiat  trnm  that  time  to  the  present  the  claimant  liad  seltled,  resided  on,  and  cnlti\ateii  it  tci  the  e.Mriil  ,pf 
about  six  acres,  in  corn,  potatoes,  c*i:c.;   tiiat  it  is  situated  as  mentioned  in  tiic  lurej^-oinj;-  notice." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed,  and  in  the  ;ibstraci  have  classed  it  wilh  claims 
of   the  "  third  class." 

258.  James  Ashworth.  jr..  of  the  parish  of  St.  i,andry,  lilfd  his  notice  claimiiif;-,  by  viitue  <A'  sdllc- 
ment  an<l  occupancy,  a  tract  nC  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situate<l  on  the  west  side  of 
the  CiuehpK'shue  river,  ami  on  the  west  side  of  tin'  Show  I'iiiue  hayou,  about  lifteen  miles  alio\c|li(> 
entrance  of  said  bayou  into  the  (iuelquesliue  river,  at  a  crossing  of  said  bayou,  which  is  aliout  two  miles 
south  of  the  Spanish  trace,  and  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  'I'lie  claim  is  suppoite'd  by 
the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"James  Going,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  has  known  the   land    claimeil   since   the  i ilh  ol   January, 

1819;  that  at  that  time  it  was  settled  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant  to  the  extent  of  about  five  acres,  in 
C(u-n,  potatoes,  &c.;  that  the  claimant  has  contiimed  to  reside  on  said  land,  and  to  cultivate  it  from  that 
time  to  the  present;  and  that  it  is  situated  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  notice  of  tlie  claimant.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have'  classeil  it  with  (daims 
of   the  ••third  class." 

259.  James  Harnett,  of  the  parisli  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  (leorge  Orr  and  Abel  Terrell,  filed  his 
notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  the 
river  Sabine,  at  the  old  vSpanisli  crossing,  having  a  cabin  on  each  side  of  the  road,  containing  Ii40  acres. 
In  support  of  the  claim  the  following  testimony  was  taken  lief  u^e  the  board: 

"Hurrell  Fraidvs  states  on  oath'  that  the  land  was  settled  and  cultivated  by  George  Orr  and  Alxd 
Terrell,  from  whom  the  claimant  holds,  in  the  year  1818,  and  fjr  tlirce  years  since;  since  that  time  depo- 
nent has  not  seen  the  laiul."  '•William  Smith,  on  oath,  in  the  same  claim,  confirms  the  testimony  of 
Franks,  and  adds,  that  he  saw  the  place  about  eighteen  months  since,  and  it  was  then  inhabited  and  under 
good  fence,  as  the  [iroperty  of  said  Orr  and  Terrell." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  conlirmed.  and  in  the  alistract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  thiril  class.'' 

2(50.  Jacob  E.  Self,  of  the  parish  <if  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  Kezin  P.owie,  sen.,  who  was  assignee  of 
William  Andrns,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  iidiabitation,  and  cultivation,  a.  tract 
of  laud  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  about 
six  miles  above  Lake  Charles,  bounded  above  by  lands  of  Isaac  Foster,  and  containing  IJ40  acres.  In 
support  of  this  claim  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"  James  Simmons,  being  duly  "sworn,  dejioseth  and  saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  land  of 
the  claimant;  that  it  is  situated  about  six  miles  above  Lake  Charles,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Quelqueshue 
river,  at  or  near  the  junction  of  the  west  fork  with  the  main  river;  that  the  land  in  qiiestioti  has  been 
inhabited  and  cultivated  for  about  ten  years,  in  regular  succession,  to  the  extent  of  about  ten  acres,  in 
corn,  potatoes,  and  the  like — first  by  William  Andrus,  and  afterwards  by  others  under  him,  including  the 
claimant,  who  has  occupied  it  for  several  years,  and  has  made  contiimal  improvements  thereon." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

'261.  Kces  Perkins,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  tiibson  Johnson,  (who  purchased  of 
Devers,  who  purchased  of  Burrell  Franks,)  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation, 
and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  witliin  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
west  branch  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  about  four  miles  above  the  inqirovement  made  by  John  Gilchris, 
and  containing  640  acres.     In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  testimony  was  taken  before  the  board: 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  sworn,  deposeth  that  he  knows  the  land  since  the  year  1818;  that  about  that 
time,  and  before  February',  1819,  Charles  Savoyard  made  a  settlement  and  improvement  of  al.iout  two 
acres,  planted  in  corn,  &c.;  that  said  Savoyard  made  a  verbal  transfer  of  said  settlement  to  this  deponent, 
who  sold  to  Devers,  who  sold  to  Gibson  Johnson,  who  sold  to  the  claimant;  that  the  said  land  is  situated 
on  the  north  side  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  and  about  four  miles  aljove  the  improve- 
ment made  by  John  Gilchris,  at  the  first  fork  of  the  west  branch." 

It  is  not  shown  that  the  land  claimed  was  either  occupied  or  cultivated  Feliruary  22,  1819,  by  the 
claimant,  or  those  under  whom  he  holds.  We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "fourth  class." — (See  No.  250.) 

202.  Fiees  Perkins,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  David  Choat,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory, 
situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Quehjueshue  river,  about  a  mile  above  Blunt's  Ferry,  and  the  same 
distance  lielow  Devers'  Ferry,  and  containing  C40  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  has  known  the  land  since  the  year  1818,  and  that  since 
that  time  to  the  present  it  has  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  David  (.'hoat;  that  about 
twenty-five  acres  were  under  fence  and  cultivation  in  corn,  ]iotatoes,  &c.,  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
time,  and  previous  to  February,  1819;  that  the  land  is  situated  as  described  in  claimant's  notice." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed;  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

263.  Rees  Perkins,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  John  Gilchris,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
by  virtue  of  occupation,  inhabitation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  terri- 
tory, situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  at  a  pine  bluff  about  three 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  said  branch,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  following  testimony 
was  taken  before  the  board  in  support  of  this  claim:  , 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  sworn,  says  he  has  known  the  land  since  the  year  1818,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present  it  has  been  constantly  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  John  Gilchris,  (till  about  a  year  past, ) 
and  by  others  under  him  ever  since;  that  al.iout  thirteen  acres  have  been  cleared  on  said  land,  and  culti- 
vated in  corn,  potatoes,  ^tc,  before  and  since  the  year  1818,  and  up  to  this  time;  is  situatt'd  on  a  west 
branch  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  and  on  the  right  bank,  about  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  branch 
by  water,  and  at  a  pine  bluflV 
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We  are  of  opinion  this  daim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  tlie  abstract  have  classed  it  witli  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

264  Dnir_v  Bmicli,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  liled  his  notice  claiming-,  liy  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Quehjueshue,  about  ten  miles  above  John  Henderson's,  and  containing  six  hundred  and 
fortj'  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  l)y  the  following  testimony  taken  Ijefore  the  board: 

"John  Stewart,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Drury  Bunch  in  his  above 
notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  l:)y  said  Drury  Bunch,  by  his  living  and  growing'  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

265.  James  Barnett,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  Joshua  Johnson,  filed  his  notice  claim- 
ing, by  virtue  of  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral 
territory,  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Quelqueshue  river,  adjoining  below  to  the  claim  of  David 
Choat,  and  on  which  Mrs.  Coleman  jiow  lives,  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  claini  is  sup- 
ported by  the  ibllowing  testimony  taken  before  the  bfiard: 

"  William  Smith  and  Burrell  Franks,  being  both  duly  sworn,  say  the_y  know  the  land  claimed  by  James 
Barnett  in  his  foregoing  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same 
was  inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Joshua  Johnson,  (under  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by  his 
living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  has  been  uninterruptedly  contimied  by  the  claimant  and  those  under  whom 
he  h(.)lds,  since  tiiat  period  to  the  present  time;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  about  eig'ht  acres." 

AVe  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

266.  Hardy  Coward,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  William  Isles,  who  purchased  of  Moses 
Ashworth,  fdcd  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitati(.in,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land 
lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Quelqueshue,  on  the  south 
bank  of  McKee's  bayou,  and  the  same  on  which  the  claimant  now  lives,  bounded  below  by  the  claim  of 
Dempsey  Isles,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  fiirty  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  bj^  the  fVillowing 
testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  duly  sworn,  saj's  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Hardy  Coward  in  his  forego- 
ing notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited,  occu- 
pied, and  cultivated  by  Moses  Ashworth,  (who  sold  to  William  Isles,)  by  his  living  and  growing  corn, 
&c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  1810;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  since  that  time,  by  said  Ashworth,  and  by  William  Isles,  and  the  claimant  holding  under  him, 
to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces  about  thirty-five 
acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

267.  Micliel  Neil,  of  tlie  parish  of  St.  Landrj',  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
baidv  of  the  Bayou  tiuelqueshue,  bounded  above  by  Arsen  le  Blue,  below  by  Jos.  Clark,  and  containing  640 
acres.     Tlie  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"William  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  says  ho  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Michel  Neil  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February 
22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the 
claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvement  on  the  land  claimed 
embraces  about  twelve  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claini  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

268.  John  Henderson,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river  Quelqueshue,  about  one  and  a  half  mile  below  the  claim  of  Martin  Carmersac  on  the 
east  side,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claini  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before 
the  board: 

"William  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  John  Henderson  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  tract  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous 
to  February  22,  1819;  that  the  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly 
continued  by  the  claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  his  improvements  on  the  land 
embrace  about  45  acres. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claini  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

269.  Burrell  Franks,  of  the  i)ai-isli  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  hit(^  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  Quelqueshue  lake,  at  a  place  called  Hackberry  island,  it  being  a  small  island  surrounded  by  sea 
marsh,  containing  640  acres.     The  claini  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"William  V.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Burrell  Franks  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  sa;ne  is  lying  and  situated  as  is  tlierein  described;  that  the  same  was  occupied  and 
cultivated  by  the  claimant^  by  his  growing  vegetables  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819; 
that  said  occupation  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continueil  by  the  claimant  since  that  period 
to  the  present  day;  and  that  his  improvements  on  the  land  embrace  about  one  quarter  of  an  acre." 

A\  e  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  Avith  claims 
of  the  third  class.  * 

270.  Jacob  Byan,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  l)y  virtue  of  iuhaliitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a   tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
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bank  of  the  Bayou  Quclrnu'sliuo,  alumt  six  miles  above  tlio  Little  lake,  and  i-nniainiiii;-  CAO  arrcs.  Tlic 
claim  is  suppoitod  by  the  tolhiwin-;-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Henry  Moss,  beinj;' duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  elainie(l  liy  .laci.b  Uyan  in  his  ;ib()\<'  milire; 
that  the  same  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  <leseribed;  that  sai<l  huid  was  iidiabili'il,  iM(ii|iiiMl,  and 
cultivated  by  tlie  claimant,  by  his  livini;-  and  growing-  corn,  eiittun.  and  |i(itatiies,  there. m,  in  iIh'  year 
181',  Ihougli  lie  eommeneed  the  imiirovement  in  181ti;  that  said  inliabitat  inn,  (ieen|iati(in,  and  eiilli\alinn 
has  been  constantly  continued  by  the  (daimant  since  that  [leriod  to  the  [iresent  time;  and  I  hat  the 
claimant's  improvement  on  the  lanil  claimed  endiraees  sixtet'U  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
uf  the  "third  .dass." 

271.  Hiram  ttnrs,  of  the  jiarish  of  St.  Landry,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  virlui'  i>f  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and   cultivation,  a    tract    of   land    (^tlirough   a  chain   of   transfers  Irom  .biurdan  I'erkins )  lying 

within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  side  uf  Bayou  Q,ueh|ucshue,  being  on  the  lli  side 

of  Bayou  d'Inde,  about  one  niile  and  a  half  from  its  mouth,  and  at  the  first  blnlV,  containing  lifo  acres. 
The  claim  is  suiiported  by  the  following  testimony: 

"  Henry  Moss  and  Isaac  Kyan,  being  both  duly  sworn,  say  that  they  know  the  land  claimed  by  Hiram 
Ours  in  his  above  notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Jourdan  I'erkins,  (mider  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by  his  living- 
and  growing  corn,  cVc,  thereon,  in  the  year  1818,  or  the  year  preceding-;  that  the  same  has  been  constantly 
inhabited,  occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  and  by  those  under  whom  he  holds,  since  that  jieriod 
to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  18-20,  when  the  place  laid  idle;  and  that  the  claimant's 
improvement  on  the  land  claimed  endiraees  aliout  eight  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  <iug-ht  to  W  conlirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

272.  Henry  Moss,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  tiled  his  notice  claiming,  by  vii-tne  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  terribiry,  situate  west  of  tlie 
Bayou  Quehiueshue,  on  the  waters  of  the  Bayou  d'Inde,  about  two  miles  below  and  south  of  the  old 
Spanish  trace  to  the  Sabine,  containing  (140  acres.  The  claim  is  supporteil  by  the  following  testimony 
taken  before  the  board: 

"  Isaac  Ryan,  being-  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Henry  Moss  in  his  above  notice; 
that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  occupied  and  cultivated  by 
the  claimant,  by  his  growing-  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  in  the  year  ISIS;  that  said  cultivation  and  occupation 
has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  since  that  period  to  the  present  time;  that  the  claimant,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  did  not  actually  live  on  the  land  until  the  year  1821,  since 
which  he  has  constantly  inhabited  the  land  claimed;  and  that  his  improvements  may  embrace  about 
irftcen  acres." 

The  facts  in  this  claim  are  similar  to  those  in  claim  No.  23,  and  for  the  reasons  therein  given  we  are  of 
opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  contirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  the  "third  class." 

273.  Jacob  Kyan,  of  the  jnirish  of  Natchitoches,  (meaning-  St.  Landry,)  assignee  of  Joseph  (Jornow, 
filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virttie  of  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying 
within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Bayou  Ciucl(|ueshue,  bounded  above  by 
the  claimant,  at  a  bluff  about  live  miles  above  the  Little  lake,  containing'  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported 
by  the  following-  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"  Henry  Moss,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Jacob  Ryan  in  his  above  notice; 
that  the  same  is  lying-  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited,  occupied,  and 
cultivated  by  Joseph  Goruow,  (under  whom  the  claimant  holds,)  by  his  living-  and  growing  corn,  &c., 
thereon,  in  the  year  1818;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  was  continued  constantly 
by  said  Corn ow  for  about  two  or  three  years,  or  until  he  sold  to  the  claimant;  that  afterwards  one 
Nathaniel  Clifton  occupied,  iirhabited,  and  cultivated  the  land;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  ou 
the  land  claimed  embrace  about  six  acres.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

274.  George  King  and  John  B.  Hamilton,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  their  notice  claiming,  by 
virtue  of  settlement  and  occupancy,  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  east  branch  of  the  (4ueh|ueshue  river, 
called  Bayou  Darbon,  and  on  the  west  side  thereof,  located  on  a  creek  called  Mill  creek,  bounded  on  all 
sides  by  vacant  land,  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  f  dlowin,g-  testimony  taken 
before  the  board: 

"James  Simmons,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  land  of 
the  aforesaid  claimant;  that  it  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Qu(di[nesliue  river, 
called  the  Darbon,  and  on  a  small  water-course  called  Mill  creek,  about  a  mile  from  the  Darljon;  that  it 
was  settled  and  cultivated  by  the  claimants,  and  by  them  occupied  from  the  fall  of  the  year  1818  to 
the  present  time,  in  regular  succession,  to  the  extent  of  about  twenty  or  twenty-live  acres,  in  corn, 
potatoes,  and  the  like." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class.'' 

275.  Joseph  Clark,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  Bayou  Quehjueshue,  bounded  above  by  Michel  Neil,  and  below  by  Isaac  Foster,  containing  G40 
acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"William  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Joseph  Clark  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  same  is  Ijing  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  through  William  Isles,  his  agent  or  lessee,  by  his  living  and  cultivating 
corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819.  Deponent  does  not  know  that  said  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  has  been  continued  since  that  period,  but  knows  that  some  of  the  fences  are 
yet  standing,  together  with  peach  trees;  he  supposes  there  are  about  twelve  acres  improved  on  the  land 
claimed." 

This  claim  is  similar  to  others  before  recommended,  (see  Nos.  100,  189,)  therefore. 
We  ai-e  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have   classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

276.  Rees  Perkins,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  Philip  P.  Devers,  filed  his  notice  claiming, 
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by  virtue  of  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  withiathe  late  neutral  terri- 
tory, situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Bayou  Quelrjueshue,  at  a  place  called  Devers'  Ferry,  about  a  mile 
above  David  Choat's  settlement,  containing  640  acres.  The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimonj' 
taken  before  the  board: 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Rees  Perkins  in  his 
above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  tiierein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  Philip  P.  Devers,  under  wliom  the  claimant  holds,  by  his  living  and  growing 
corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  |)revious  to  February  22,  1819;  that  said  iniiabitation,  occupation,  and  cultiva- 
tion has  been  constantly  continued  since  that  period  by  said  Devers,  and  others  by  his  permission,  to  the 
present  time;  and  that  the  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about  ten  acres." 

Wo  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

277.  Isaac  Foster,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Quehjueshue  river,  bounded  below  by  Jacob  E.  Self,  and  above  by  Ogden,  being  the  same  on 
which  the  claimant  now  resides,  containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimony- 
taken  before  the  hoard: 

"William  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  Isaac  Foster  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  occupied,  inhabited, 
and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February 
22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the 
claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  da}';  and  that  his  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces 
about  tweuty-five  acres." 

AVe  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "third  class." 

278.  William  Smith,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territorj',  situated  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Baj'ou  Quelqueshue,  bounded  above  by  Elias  Blunt,  and  containing  640  acres.  Tlie  claim  is  sup- 
ported by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  William  Smith  in  his  above 
notice;  that  said  land  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  by  the  claimant  l>y  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February 
22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  by  the 
claimant  since  that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  his  improvement  on  the  land  claimed  embraces 
about  ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

279.  George  Smith,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Bayou  Quehpieshue,  bounded  by  land  of  William  Smith,  and  containing  640  acres.  The  claim 
is  supported  by  the  following  testimony  taken  before  the  board: 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  duly  sworn,  says  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  George  Smith  in  his  above 
notice;  that  the  same  is  lying  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  the  same  was  inhabited,  occupied, 
and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to  February 
22,  1819;  that  said  inhal)itation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued  since 
that  period  to  the  present  day;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about 
ten  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  "  third  class." 

280.  George  Orr,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  filed  his  notice  claiming,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation, 
occupation,  and  cultivation,  a  tract  of  land  lying'  within  the  late  neutral  territory,  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Bayou  Quelqueshue,  bcmnded  above  by  the  claim  of  Jacob  E.  Self,  and  below  by  vacant  land, 
containing  640  acres.     The  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  testimonj-  taken  before  the  board: 

"Burrell  Franks,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  claimed  by  George  Orr  in  his 
above  notice;  that  the  same  is  lying'  and  situate  as  is  therein  described;  that  said  land  was  inhabited, 
occupied,  and  cultivated  by  the  claimant,  by  his  living  and  growing  corn,  &c.,  thereon,  on  and  previous  to 
February  22,  1819;  that  said  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cultivation  has  been  continued  since  that 
period  until  a  few  months  since;  and  that  the  claimant's  improvements  on  the  land  claimed  embrace  about 
four  acres." 

We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims 
of  the  third  class. 

In  closing  this  report  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  remarking  that  it  has  been  represented  to  us 
that  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by  Henry  Stoker,  assignee  of  Alexander  Calhoun,  by  virtue  of  occupancy, 
and  recommended  for  confirmation  under  No.  42,  embraces  the  same  ground  on  which  the  United  States 
military  works  and  buildings  at  (!antiinnient  Jesup  now  stand,  and  there  may  be  other  claims  similarly 
situated.  In  order  to  guard,  therefore,  against  conflicting  interests,  we  would  recommend,  should  Congress 
affirm  our  decisions,  the  insertion  of  a  restrictive  clause  in  the  act. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  most  obedient  servants, 

VALENTINE  KING,  Eegister. 
DAVID  L.  TODD,  Receiver. 
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Ahtifract  contaiiiimj  (Itr  whole  uioiihrr  of  cl/iims  unfiracrd  in  (lifjorri/iitni/  r<-jiorl. 

KIUST  CLASS 


Name  of  cliiimanl,  nature  of  litU-, 
aiut  liy  whom  issued. 


Complete   grants  by  lieutenant   ^oc- 
ernor  of  Xucogdochcs. 

Joseph  Valentine 

(Jeoijje  Schanip  and  I'elag.  Sohamp. 


Emanuel  rrudhoinino 

Legal  rep^esenlati^■es  of  Pierre  Doh-t 

Hi.'irs  and  repre^t-ntatives  of  Kd. 
Murpliy. 

Samuel  Davenpuri ;  lioirs  and  rep- 
resentatives of  Ed.  Murphy,  de- 
ceased; heirs  and  representatives 
of  Luther  Smith,  deceased  ;  and 
hrirs  and  representatives  of  \V. 
Barr,  deceased. 

Same 


Cezare  Laltitl  and  Louis  Lartitt..... 
Widow  and  heirs  of  Gasp.  Fiolle..., 
Heirs  of  Ed.  Murpliy,  by  conuuan- 
dant  of  Nacogdoches. 


Titles— when  issued 


August  30,  1791.. 
May  14,  1796 


Title  lost 

January  M,  1796.. 
October  If.  1791  . 

August  U,  1798.. 


Ueccniber  15,  179o, 

Title  lost , 

do 

do 


-to  ulioiii  i-~ui-d. 


Date  of  tnuisl"fr.  pi-r.-ni 
ferriti",  and  to  ^\lii 


Claiuuuit I 

Jolni  Adley '  Jan.  '21,  1H-.}1 ,  from  ^'ninie 

{       claimant. 

Claimant J 

(.'lainiants'  ancestor 


lile 


i  league  square. 

1  league  square. 
■2  leagues  sciuare 


Edward   Murphy |  November  3,  I79s,  iVom  gra 

tee  to  claimant. 


Jacinia  Mora  , 


(Claimants 

Claimants'  ancestor.. 
John  Quinilty 


4  leagues  square 


July  2-2,  li?Oj,  from  grante-' 
claimant. 


Grantee  to  claimants' anc 
tors. 


to     6  leagues  square 


'2  leagues  stjuare 
4  leagues  square 


^,222. «^ 


207,  ;f60 


SECX)ND  CLASS. 


go 

June  1'^    1784 

11,393.89 

commandant  of  Nacogdoches. 



230 

John  Baptiste  Lecomte,  incomplete 
grant  by  ditto. 

July  31,  1797 

J.  B.  D'Artigt'au 

Grantee  to  Dame  Porter,  and 
by  her  to  claimant. 

2  leagues  square 

23,507 

034 

Heirs  of  Francis  Rouquier,  order  of 
survey,  by  governor  of  Louisiana. 

Dominique  rrudhomme. 

40  arpents  front 
by  40  arpenis 

claimant. 

deep. 

235 

Jean  Marie  Franc.  Rouquier,  ditto  .. 

40  arpents  front 
by  40  arpents 

deep. 

THIRD  CLASS. 


Nnines  of  claimant:;. 


?iIuulioii  uf  llif  cliiim 


Hfiiry  Ullirk ]     Bayou  of 

Loui^  Latliain ilu 

Antonio  Lc  Rue Hayou  Sii- 

FraiK-isco  Graiuinon do. , . . 

Henry  Stoker I     Bayon  Ped 


Three  Prairie? 
do 


Latney  Parrot 

Jolln  I.um 

Jolin  Waddill 

Joel  Leakey 

Samuel  .N'orris 

Hugh  MeNeley 

Cliri:*topher  Antliony 

Samuel  Norris,  assignee  of  Peter  Murpliy 

Leonard  Dyson,  assignee  of  Edward  McGlaiighlin.. 

Natllaniel  Norris 

\atliauiel  \orris  and  hroUiers 

Thomas  Hicks 

Leonard  Dyson 

Baptiste  Poiret,  brothers  and  sisters 

Baptiste  Poiret,  sr 

.Moses  Kot)ison 


Bayou  BueHa  Vista 

Bayou  Pedro  and  Buena  Vista. 

East  side  river  Sabine 

Bayou  Negreit 

Red  nver   

Bayou  Tore 

Bayon  Negreit    

Red  river 

do 

Peach  Tree  bayou 

do 

Hickor)  "^Voods 

lied  river 

....   do 

Lake  of  Red  river 

Red  river 


Peter  Stockman I do 

Jacob  Winfree |     Hickory  Woods 

James  Pharis '     Red  river 


Jose  Rues I     Bayou  Santa  Barbara . 

Antonio  Debaserda I     B.ayou  Sic 

Jose  Estradcr ' do 

Peter  Patterson I do 

David  Waltman ' do 

John  .Maxiinillien j do 

Henry  Stockman '    Red  river 


640 
610 
1 
rAO 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
4S9 
640 
640 
296.66 
640 
640 
640 
640 
075 
640 
;61.80 
4U5.50 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
500 
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AlMract  containuuf  the  tchole  ninnber  of  claimfi,  d^c. — Continued. 


THIRD  CLASS -CuntiiiULd. 


Naiiu's  of  clnirnants'. 


3-2 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
54 
55 
55 
58 
59 
60 
61 
6-2 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 

73 

74 
75 

76 

77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
83 
84 
85 


89 
90 
91 
92 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
104 
105 
1U6 
107 
109 
111 
112 
114 
115 
117 
119 
124 


Kilt 


John  Gordon 

JohnArinstroii;];,  assigiife  of  Cluirles  Curtis  , 

Cezare  Wallace 

James  Kirkhain 

John  Laplace 

James  Kirkliain,  assignee  of  Thomas  Cartwr 

Benjamin  VVinfree 

Marian  SaTicUoz « 

Benjamin  Morris 

Absolcm  J.  Winfree 

Henry  Stoker,  assignee  of  Ak-xamhr  Calhoun 

Badio  Flores 

Thomas  Arthur 

Andres  Galindo 

Frangois  Poirel 

Michael  Early 

John  Armstrong,  ast^ignee  of  James  Anderson 

David  Case,  assignee  of  John  Euney 

Henry  Berger 

Firmin  Poissot 

Andre  Adiey,  Baptiste  Prudlmmme,  and  Jose  Locabeacli.. . 

Cezare  Wallace,  assignee  of  Pn-rre  Wallace,  deceased 

Andre  Valentine 

Edmund  Quirk 

William  Quirk 

Manuel  Cherino 

Guillaume  Bebe 

Widow  Lalciio  Padea 

John  Freeman 

Uosimo  Gagnie 

James  Shackleford,  assignee  of  John  Stein 

Eli  Smith 

David  Wrinkles 

John  Montgomery,  jr 

Eli  Smith,  assignee  of  Archibald  Thompson 

John  Sln-ridan,  assignee  of  Pedro  Guiardo 

James  Tate,  assignee  of  Cubaza 

Jomes  Tate,  assignee  of  Maria  Mora 

James  Tale,  assignee  of  Pablo  Libras 

Maria  Conception  de  Lion,  assignee  of  M.  Rodrigues 

Antonio  Kodrigues ^ 

Asa  Bekuin,  assignee  of  Maria  San  Miguel 

James  iVI.  Gibson,  a."^signee  of  J.  Montgoinery 

Charles  Noyrit 

Francois  Prndhomme 

Alexander  (Jcnuieul 

Hugh  McGuffin 

Harriet  W.  M.  Cable,  assignee  of  J.  Cable 

Atlianasse  Poissot. 

Mary  E.  Case,  wife  of  William  M.  Rivers 

John  Baptiste  Trezzeni,  assignee  of  F.  Serpentine 

Jos6  Maria  Procella 

James  Wilson , 

Philip  Winfree 

Abraham  Winfree 

James  Walker,  assignee  of  James  Dollohide 

Joseph  Grubb,  assignee  of  G.  Johnson 

Joseph  Grubli,  assignee  of  Thomas  Nash 

Manuel  Gonzales 

Azor  Mathis 

Henry  Sheridan 

James  McKim,  elder 

Asa  Hickman,  assignee  of  Theodore  Hickman 

James  IVIeKim,  jr 

Ethelred  Sniitli 

James  Hickman 

Willian]  Cummings 

William  Hickman 

Santiago  Ruiz 

Augustin  T.  San  Miguel 

John  ('ones,  (merchant,)  assignee  of  'i'renk  Tarwin 

John  Litton , 

Asa  Backuni 

Nancy  R.  Hays , 

Heirs  of  Michael  Uuinn , 

John  Sibley 


Situation  of  the  claim. 


Cassa  lake 


....  do 

Waters  of  Petrevo 

Road  to  Gaines'  Frrrj'. 

Bayou  T'hacon 

Bayou  Negreit 

Bayou  Piedro 

Hickory  Woods 

do 

Dividing  Ridge 

Town  of  Adais 

Bayou  Negreit 

Bayou  Sie 

Red  river 

Bayou  San  Miguel . . . . 

Red  river 

Bayou  Sie 

Cane  bayou 

Bayou  Lapoint 

Bayou  Sie 

A  small  bayou 

Bayou  Sie , . 

Bayou  la  Nan 

Road  to  Gaines'  Ferry. 

Bayou  Pedro 

Bayou  Sie 

do , 


Bayou  St.  Jean 

Bayou  la  Bonne  Chasse.... 

Laurel  Springs 

Bayou  Kisatchie 

do 

do 

Bayou  Centerburb 

A  Spanish  village , 

do 

do 

do , 

do 

do 

Near  do ... 

McKimm's  creek 

Isle  a  Bolieu 

Bayou  of  Prairie  Winsey... 

Isle  of  Bolieu 

Bayou  Pedro  

Young's  bayou 

Bayou  Cantamaman 

On  road  to  Gaines's  Ferry.. 

Settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre. 

Tres  y  Llanos 

Spring  Branch 

Near  Sabine  river 

do 

Bayou  Toro 

Bayou  Kisatchie 

do , 

Road  to  the  Orntegas   

Mill  creek 

Near  Spanish  village 

Bayou  Provincal 

Bayou  Santaburb 

Bayou  Provincial 

Bayou  Santaburb 

do 

do 

do., 

Near  Spanish  village 

Spanish  village 

Bayou  Terre  Blanche 

Bayou  San  Miguel 

do 

Bayou  Provincial 

Bayou  Bain 

Bayou  Adais 
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Abalracl  conlainiiiij  /he  icIkiIc  numlu-r  (if  i-laini!',  it'c — Cdntiniu'il. 
IHIRD  CLASS— Contin\Ril. 


Nanics  of  claimnnt^. 


^ituiitioii  of  tiK'  ciniiii. 


;  V  l.liincis  , 


nf  ll.-iiry  Sh.i 


\V; 


(if  Joint  Miinipliri'} 


liiviT  Siihiiii' 

S^ilini'  l.:i>.iii 

liaj.m  Si.- 

iiayiiii  nt  Tlinr  rniinc- 


IlilVi 


.il'i. 
ill  Ni- 


Jnlin  Haplisio  I'ernl  . 
Grt'i'ii  Cook,  :issii.'iM'i 
(Jfor-io  SUui;;litrr,  ;tM 

Ui'iiiy  C'liri>tiL' 

William  I*.  Daviii^oii,  as.^i^i 

Thomas  Wilson 

'riuniias  Wilson,  assi«!ni't'  of  Pninllo  Mo 
Tliomas  Gray,  nssi^nof  of  Janit's  Hruiuc: 

Tlinnias  Gray,  as,-«i[iiii'c  of  John  Maki-y lio 

Polly  Li'inmons Cou  hayou 

Macedonia  Graiunion Ita\  nu  Sic 

John  Corlos,  of  Bayim  Sio i! 

Lclrcn-i  Alrio li 

Simon  MontalLi 'I 

Widow  Ganasien  I'arrira ilo 

John  Grammon  'i 

Widow  Inlcrcstc  Toval do 

Eslcvnn  Bascns do 

Maria  Flores d 

Male liore  .MounlsonI do 

Manui-'I  Grammon do 

Domingo  Gonzales do 

Igiiatio  Cuninas do 

John  Bnrdan io 

John  Pierre  Bnrdan lio 

John  Baptiste  Bnrdan do 

Thomas  ^IcNeily,  ,as>i<rnee  of  John  Gardner Itayou  Mill  Creek 

John  Dinsmore,  jr.,  assignee  of  S.  Lafiitt Ba\  im  Grand  Cannes 

Robert  McDonald,  assignee  of  Stephen  .Moore Baj  on  of  Three  Prairies. 

Andrew  B.assum do do 

Juan  Colass  Burdan Bayon  Sie 

Jose  .\rriole Io 

Regoria  .Sheniack ' do 

Feleeian  Gonzales '    Can\  liayon 

Francisco  Rosales Bajmi  Sie 

Jos6  Bascus do 

Portevent  Bludworlh Ba>  on  Kisaletiie 

John  Warrick d 

Humphrey  YarborouL'h do 

Jose  Antonio  Mancliae Bayon  Sie 

Martin  Dios Bayou  of  Three  Prairies. 

Jose  Antonio  Rodrignes |    Rayon  Sie 

'I'rinidado  Candada '     Villa^'e  of  .\dais 

Manuel  Bustamente di 

Miguel  Pugar do 

Sylvestre  Poissol On  a  chain  ot'  lakes 

Sylvestre  Poissot,  assignee  of  ,\.  Poissot,  deceased do 

Denise  Dios Lake  Jiiaii  de  Mora 

Jose  Derohas Bayon  of  Three  Prairies  . 

Domingo  Santa  Cruz Adais 

Jose  Maria  Soto,  assignee  of  Bapuste  Cherino do 

Sarah  Sheridan,  now  wife  of  William  Carrel Bayon  !c  Bain 

Thomas  Wallace,  assignee  of  David  .Minsey Red  river 

Thomas  W^allace Terre  Xoir  creek 

Michael  Chamard Lake  Fordaehe 


Bayou  Piedra  . . . . 
Bayou  St.  Jolin  . . 
Bayou  Kisatehie  . 
A  large  bayou 


Pavie  and  Noyrit,  assignees  of  Jose  An.  Sepulvado 

Benjamin  Bullitt,  assignee  of  John  Jameson 

James  Madden,  assignee  of  Enos  Withers 

Francois  Rambin 

Andre  Rambin i     Branch  of  Red  river 

Chrisuan  Hesser / :     A  large  bayou 

Antoine  Hesser Branch  of  Red  river 

Benjamin  Biles,  assignee  of  Tertise  Henson '     Bayou  Harpoon 

Raiinond  Dailey do 

William  Slatlbrd,  assignee  of  Louis  Warren ,     Saline  Prairie 

Heirs  of  James  Denny,  who  was  assignee  of  J.  y  Barvo !  Bayou  of  Three  Prairies 

Andre  Chamard,  assignee  of  Miguel  Delgardo I     Village  of  Adais 

George  McTier I     Bayou  Depont 

Mary  E.  Case,  wife  of  W.  M.  Rivers,  assignee  of  W.  Stockman Spanish  lake 

David  Case,  assignee  of  John  .Armor Red  river 


Heirs  and  representatives  of  George  Dawson 

Joseph  T.  Montgomery,  assignee  of  .\br'm  Dinton 

Baptiste  Adley 

Jacques  Lapine 

Nicholas  Jacks,  assignee  of  \eeiluni  Alford 

Manuel  Flores I     Bayou  Terre  Blanch 

The  heirs  of  Andrew  Franks I     Bay  on  Piedra 

VOL.   IV 19  C 


Bayon  Piedra 

Bayou  Negreit 

Sacanario  Bayou  Cypre  . 

Bayou  Sic 

Branch  of  Bavou  'J'oro.. 


6-10 
640 
840 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
6-10 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
•  640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
610 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 

J.M.IG 

a((.^."^ 

640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
400 
640 
640 
640 
640 
Special. 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 

S7.68 
671.58 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
64U 
640 
640 
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Slti 
219 
320 

an 
22a 

-»6 
227 

22s 
229 
231 
233 
23B 
237 
23ti 
239 
242 
2-13 
24-1 
243 
246 
247 
S48 
249 
250 
231 
252 
2.'>3 
254 
253 
237 
23S 
239 
260 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
270 
271 
272 
273 
274 
275 
276 
277 
278 
279 
280 


Abstract  cuntaining  the  ichole  number  of  claims,  d'C. — Continued. 
THIED  CLASS— Continued. 


Nftiifs  lit"  fl;tini;iiil?. 


Situation  of  the  clain 


John  Yocum,  assignee  of  Tliomas  Thompson Ewnny  Prairie 

'J'honias  D.  Yocuiu ' ,j,, 

John  Yocum,  assignee  of  Jesse  ^'oeuiii ' (i, 

Mathias  Yocuui,  assignee  of  Louis  (.'hahinaud ,i, 

Samuel  S.  Carnes,  assignee  of  Iticharil  .■Sinuiis i     Hniuel]  of  liayou  Toro  . 

John  Pal ™lore j     Bayou  la  Conne  Cjiasse 

Fnin(;ois  Rohin Old  ri\fr 

Ilemy  Totan ]     Uayou  Tapalcat 

Mary  Itouth  booker '     Rayon  Provincial 

Arnbroise  Lecomte |     nayou  Lianacueu 

Emanuel  Triehei '    rrairie  Chatidana 


Asa  Ilieknian,  assignee  of  John  l\I;iylie\v. 
James  Kirkharo,  assignee  of  Juan  Segine. 

Michel  Itambin  

Marcel  de  Soto 

Louis  Proeella 

Pierre  Iloblot 

Philip  Flotes 

Claude  Antoine  Choppjn 

Pierre  Bolieu 

Laurent  Meilleiu 


Bayou  Santaburb 

Bayoii  Piedra,  or  Piedro  . . 

Bayou  Piei-re  settlements. 

Bayou  Pierre 

do 

Bayou  La  Bonne  Chasse  . 
do 

L'IsIe  a  Bolieu 

do 

...;.do 


Edward  Bolieu i ^Jq 


.do. 


Bayou  la  Bonne  Chasse  . 
Bayou  Sicicacachia  .   . . . 

River  (iuelqueshne 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Bayou  d'Inde 

Bayou  Chou  Pique 

....df 

River  Sabine 

River  Quelqueshue 


Heirs  of  Louis  Solignc 

Pierre  Roblot,  assignee  of  Jose  Antonio  .Skiewell 

Jac(|ues  Grappe 

Martha  Andrus 

Deinpsey  Isles 

Elias  Blunt,  assignee  of  Archibald  Smith 

Hardy  Coward,  assignee  of  Aaron  cherry 

Archibald  Thompson 

James  Going 

James  Ashworth,  jr 

James  Barnclt,  assignee  of  G.  Orr  and  A.  Terill 

Jacob  E.  Self,  assignee  of  Rezin  Bowie,  sr 

Rees  Perkins,  assignee  of  David  Choat do 

Rees  Perkins,  assignee  of  John  Gileliris do 

Drury  Bunchy ,1,, 

James  Barnett,  assignee  of  Joshua  Johnson do 

Hardy  Coward,  assignee  of  William  Isles do 

Michel  Neil    ! do 

John  Henderson ' do 

Burrell  Franks I    Hackberry  island . . . 

Jacob  Ryan jiivcr  Quelqueshue 

Hiram  Ours I     [)„;.(,„  d'inde 

Henry  Moss do 

Jacob  Kyitn,  assignee  of  Joseph  Cornow River  Uuelqueshue 

George  King  and  John  B.  Hamilton Mill  creek 

Joseph  Clark I    uiy^.f  auelc|ueshue 

Rees  Perkins,  assignee  of  Philip  P.  Dcver ,io 

Isaac  Foster do 

William  Smith do 

George  Smith I do 

George  Orr do 


640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

677 

640 

640 

640 

281.71 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 

640 


FOURTH  CLASS. 


No.  51.  Henry  Bcrger 

52.  Rebecca  McLaughhn 

53.  Andres  Valentine,  assignee  of  Marian  Sanchez 
58.  James  Shacklcford,  assignee  of  Henry  SlockniEi 
93.  John  Waddill 

103.  Abraham  Wrinkles 

116.  Hannah  McKimm 

118.  John  Sibley 

12U.  Jolm  Sibley 

121.  John  Sibley,  assignee  of  Ounette  Boudin 

122.  John  Sibley,  assignee  of  Littlepage  Robinson. 

123.  John  Sibley,  assignee  of  John  L.  Petit 

164.  John  Wrinkles    

174.  Firniin  Poissot 

175.  Cesare  Latfitt 


No.  182.  Widow  and  heirs  of  Isaac  Crow,  deceased. 
186.  Heirs  and  representatives  of  Basil  Gagnie. 
191.  Andre  Valentine. 
196.  Cliarles  Myers  and  Joseph  Robnison. 
206.  George  McTier. 

209.  Heirs  and  representatives  of  Gaspard  Kiolle. 
212.  Thomas  Gray,  assignee  of  Domingo  Gonzales. 
214.  Ahsoleni  Winfree,  assignee  of  Johii  Waddill. 
225.  Representatives  of  Bernard  Pantalions. 
232.  James  Bludworth,  assignee  of  John  Bennett. 

240.  Pavie  and  Noyrit. 

241.  Vincent  Jackson,  assignee  of  William  Ash. 
236.  George  Fogleman. 

261.  Rees  Perkins,  assignee  of  G.  Johnson. 


DAVID  L.  TODD,  iieceieer. 
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V  .\  I;  1  I)  IT  Y    OF    ('  L  A  1  M  S    To    L  A  X  I)    ]  X    A  I;  K  A  X  S  A  S . 

CciM.Ml  NU'.VTEU  T(l  TIIK   llolsi:  OF  III'.I'KKSKNTA  TIVKS  .l.\XI  AllV   '.\\  ,    |S2."). 

Mr.  Gl'Rl.KY,  I'lMlu  Ilir  Pniniiiitlcc  nil  Pulilic  Ijaiiils,  who  were  iustructi-il  \ty  a  irsnlutiou  ul'  llii.s  Lluusc  of 
the  loth  DocdiilN'r  hist  tn  imiuirc  into  the  cxiicilicucy  of  aiithori/.iiiu-  chiiiiiaiits  t<j  hinds  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,  of  a  hirn-er  amount  tlian  one  h'a,i;ne  square,  to  institute  |jroee(Mlinj^'s  in  the  United 
States  distriet  court  at  Xashville,  in  tlie  State  of  Tennessee,  to  try  the  validity  of  their  (dainis, 
reported : 

That  ConL;-ress,  at  the  la.st  session,  juissed  an  art  antiiorizing-  chiiinants  to  iamls  witliin  tlie  limits  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims; 
the  former  in  the  distriet  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  and  the  latter  in  the 
superior  court  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  hut  limiting  its  operations  to  claims  to  land  in  said  Territory 
not  exceeding-  in  extent  one  league  square.  The  oliject  of  the  resolution  is  to  ilo  away  the  restrictive 
jirovision  of  said  act,  and  to  authorize  suits  to  lie  instituted  against  the  Pniteil  States  witliout  regard  to 
the  extent  of  the  claim,  and  to  substitute  for  the  siqiericu-  court  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Tennessee. 

Your  committee  would  here  remark,  that  the  law  (.>f  the  last  session,  liefore  referred  to,  is  a  departure 
from  the  ordinary  and  long-established  legislation  of  the  government  in  similar  cases,  and  ought  to  be 
viewed  rather  as  an  experiment  of  a  doubtful  policy,  in  reference  to  a  class  of  cases  of  great  magnitude 
and  difficulty,  than  received  as  evidencing,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  full  confidence  in  its  wisdom  or 
practical  ntility. 

The  time  for  instituting  suits  tinder  the  provisions  of  this  act  is  limited  to  two  years  from  its  passa"-e, 
within  w-hich  period  its  jn-actical  operations  will  be  known,  and  will  furnish  a  safe  guide  for  future  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  enlarge 
or  extend  the  provisions  of  said  act  by  granting  the  authorization  contemiilated  in  the  resolution  aforesaid. 
In  recommending-  this  course  they  are  unable  to  perceive  any  peculiar  hardship  that  can  result  to  those 
claimants.  The  courts  of  the  United  States  are  now  open  to  them.  If  the  lands  arc  unoccupied,  they 
ma}-  enter  thereon,  possess,  enjoy,  and  dispose  of  them,  and,  in  case  of  adverse  possession,  they  have  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  judicial  decision  of  title  in  the  ordinary  mode,  without  tlie  aid  ijf  further  legislation. 
Wherefore,  your  committee  recommend  tlie  adoption  of  the  following-  resolution: 

Eesolved,^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds  be  discharged  from  the  furtlier  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  said  resolution. 


18th  Co.kgress.]  No.    447.  [2d  Session. 

TO    POSTPONE    SALE    OF    RELINQUISHED    LANDS    IN    ALABAMA. 

COMMUXIC.VTED    TO    THE    SEX.VTE    J.VXr.VRY    31,    1S25. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eeprefsentatiees  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  asseml)led: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assemldy  of  the  State  of  Alabama  most  respectfullv  represents:  That 
the  people  of  this  State  entertain  a  just  and  grateful  sense  of  the  munificence  aiid  liberality  of  the 
general  government,  and  especially  for  the  passage  of  laws  extending  relief  when  they  were  in"  circum- 
stances in  w-hich,  if  relief  had  been  withheld,  consequences  the  most  "disastrous  to  thoi'r  interests  would 
have  taken  place.  Among  these,  not  the  least  beneficial  has  been  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt."  Many  had  not  availed  themselves 
of  the  benefit  of  former  acts,  w-ho  were  in  hopes  that  more  prosperous  times'  and  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  business  w-ould  have  put  it  in  their  power  to  retain  a  greater  quantity  of  land.  These  are  enabled 
still  to  provide  against  eventual  hiss,  and,  at  the  same  time,  close  their  account  w-ith  the  government  for 
the  purchase  of  land.  Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  should  the  re!in(|uish'ed  land,  except 
such  relinquished  lands  as  are  now  advertised  for  sale,  be  kept  back  from  sale  for  one  year,  or  until 
the  proceeds  of  a  crop  be  realized,  it  will  prove  highly  beneficial  to  those  who  may  have  relinquished, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  promote  the  interest  of  the  general  government.  By  such  delay  the  people  of  this 
State  will  be  better  prepared  to  jjurchase  again,  and  a  more  general  com'jietition  and  a  more  extensive 
sale  take  place._  The  land  market  will  not  be  so  exclusively  occupied  bv  a  few  capitalists,  who  will 
purchase  land  with  the  view  of  making  a  speedy  sale,  at  an  advanced  price,' to  the  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
ihis  advance  will,  in  general,  show  the  loss  which  the  government  w-ill  sustain  bv  orderino-  a  sale  at  a 
time  when  the  great  body  of  agriculturists  will  not  be  in  funds  to  buv.  Relinquishment  of  lands  will  be 
induced  by  various  causes;  tiie  inability  of  some  to  retain  as  much  "as  they  designed  at  the  time  of  the 
purchase;  the  high  price  w-hich  w-as  given  for  it;  and  the  fear  that  should  a  scarcity  of  money  continue, 
there  would  be  a  final  Iriss  by  its  forfeiture.  But,  from  w-hatever  cause  it  may  be  relinquished,"  those  who 
relinquish  will  be  anxious  to  purchase  again;  and  it  cannot,  as  we  suppose,  be  otherwise  than  to  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  being  in  the  market  wdien  the  land  is  offered 
Kir  sale.  Your  memorialists  make  these  suggestions," impressed  with  the  belief  that,  by  extending  a 
benefit  to  the  people  of  tliis  State  in  the  present  instance,  the  lands  of  the  United  States  will  become 
more  productive.  The  premises  are  submitted  to  the  wisdom  and  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 
And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty^  bound,  will  ever  pray. 
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Besolved  bij  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  general  assembly  convened, 
That  his  cxcellem-y  the  governor  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  onr  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress 
certified  copies  of  tiie  foregoing  memorial,  to  be  by  them  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

SAMUEL  WALKER,  Sjieaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

NICH'S  DAVLS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  Decouiber  25,  1824.  • 

ISRAEL  PICKENS. 

I  do  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  an  act  filed  in  my  office  In  testimony'  of  which  I  put  my  name 
and  affi.x;  the  seal  of  the  State  this  30th  of  December,  1824. 

JAMES  I.  THORNTON,  Sei-retarij  of  State. 


18th  Congress.]  '  No    448.  [2d  Session . 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  A  REDUCTION  IN  TIIE  PRICE  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  3,  1825. 

To  the  honoraljlc  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  general  assembly,  respect- 
fully shows:  That  your  menKirialists,  l)clieving  that  the  existing  laws  relating  to  public  lands  are  unequal 
in  their  oi)cration,  and  injurious  in  their  tendency  both  to  the  national  interest  and  to  the  welfare  of  large 
portions  of  the  western  country,  beg"  leave  t(j  submit  the  folhiwing'  observations:  The  present  price  of 
public  lauds,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  those  districts  of  country  which  have  been  recently  oflered  for  sale, 
aflbrds  no  grounds  of  comjilaint,  but  your  memorialists  believe  that  a  distinction  ought  to  be  made 
between  land  thus  situated  and  such  as  has  been  longer  in  market.  In  the  latter  case  the  most  choice 
selections  having  been  made  by  tiic  bidders  at  public  sale,  liy  non-residents  who  have  purchased  on 
speculation,  or  by  early  settlers,  the  land  remaining  is  either  of  inferior  qualitj%  or  subject  to  some  local 
disadvantages,  and  it  would  seem  reasonable  that  its  price  should  be  reduced  in  proportion  to  its  actual 
value.  The  value  of  such  land  will  naturally  be  ascertained  by  comparing  its  quality  with  that  of 
adjacent  tracts,  and  the  inirchaser  would  reluctantly  pay  for  it  the  same  price  which  has  been  given  for 
superior  soil  and  better  situations.  The  natural  consequence  of  such  a  state  of  things  is,  that  the  emigrant 
is  driven  to  new  and  distant  settlements  where  few  have  preceded  him,  and  where  the  inconvenience  of 
which  we  complain  docs  not  operate  upon  his  choice.  The  tide  of  population  is  thus  diverted  into  a 
thousand  channels,  and  suflered  to  roll  over  immense  regions,  creating  feeble  and  thinly  scattered  settle- 
ments, and  leaving  extensive  tracts  of  wilderness  behind.  Under  a  government  like  ours,  cemented  only 
by  the  mutual  atl'ection  of  the  jieople,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  a  policy  should  be  pursued  which,  by 
dift'using  the  jiopulation,  weakens  tlie  jjolitical  strength  of  the  national  and  State  confederacies,  and 
loosens  the  ties  wiiich  siiould  bind  the  people  together.  In  a  scattered  population  public  institutions  are 
seldom  established;  systems  of  education  cannot  be  matured;  moral  restraints  are  tardily  enforced;  laws 
are  feebly  executed;  and  revenue  raised  with  difficulty. 

To  concentrate  the  daily  accumulating  population  of  the  western  States  would  not  only  add  to  the 
character  of  the  American  ])eople,  by  jiromoting  the  progress  of  civilization  in  a  large  section  of  the 
Union,  but  would  give  strength  and  stability  to  the  newly  created  States.  To  the  State  governments  in 
the  west  the  contemplated  change  is  |)articularly  desirable  on  account  of  the  important  addition  which  it 
would  afford  to  their  revenues.  Possessing  a  country  of  great  extent  and  fertility,  we  want  only  the 
means  of  improvement  to  bring  its  great  natural  resources  into  useful  operation.  The  increase  of 
pliysical  strength  which  would  l)e  derived  by  alluring  the  emigrant  to  the  settlements  already  made,  and 
thus  filling  up  the  country  and  producing  a  denser  p(jpulation  than  now  exists,  would  be  one  step  towards 
this  inqjortant  object,  and  the  consequent  improvement  of  revenue  which  is  anticipated  would  be  another. 
Should  these  hopes  be  realized,  it  is  believed  that  the  great  work  of  internal  improvement,  which  now 
appears  to  engage  the  attention  of  a  large  portion  of  the  American  peciple,  might  be  commenced  among 
us,  new  sources  of  wealth  would  be  opened,  and  that  friendly  intercourse  which  should  subsist  among 
the  members  of  the  great  political  family  would  be  facilitated  to  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  all.  We 
might  also  look  forward  to  the  day  when  the  liberal  and  useful  arts  might  be  cherished  by  the  fostering 
hand  of  governments,  and  when  the  new  States  might  prove  as  fertile  in  mental  as  they  are  now  in 
natural  productions.  The  pecuniary  embarrassments  under  which  the  western  people  have  long  labored, 
and  which  still  press  theiii  with  a  heavy  hand,  are  too  well  known,  and  have  been  too  often  urged  upon 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  to  need  furtlier  illustrations.  This  cause  alone,  if  no  other  existed,  would 
be  sufficient  to  retard  the  sale  of  public  lands;  but  its  operation  is  greater  in  respect  to  the  lands  in 
question  in  proportion  to  the  allurements  held  out  to  purchasers  in  the  newly  formed  districts.  How 
hir  this  fact  will  be  considered  as  affording  us  additional  claims  upon  the  justice  and  liberality  of 
Congress  is  not  for  us  to  determine.  For  all  these  reasons  your  memorialists  respectfullj'  pray  that  the 
present  laws  relating  to  the  sale  of  public  lands  be  so  modified  as  to  authorize  the  sale  of  all  such  lands 
as  ha\-e  been  offered  for  sale  five  years  or  more  at  fifty  cents  per  acre.  And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray. 

THOMAS   MATHER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rq^resentatives. 
ADOLPHUS  F.  HUBBARD,  Speaker  of  the  'Senate. 

December  14,  1824.     Adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives. 

CHARLES  DUNN,  Clei'k. 
December  14,  1824.     Adopted  by  the  senate. 

EMANUEL  J.  WEST,  Secretary. 


1825.J  C  U  L  T  I  V  A  '1'  ION    0  F    T  II  K    V  I  N  E    A  N  D    0  [.  I  V  K  .  1  49 
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A  1"  r  L  1  ('  A  T  I  ()  N    !•■  (>  i;    Til  K  'K'  K  M  1  S  S  I  0  \    0  F    A    F  0  1!  F  F  ITT  U  F  . 

COMMlNII'ATK,l>    TO    THE    lllUSK    clF    HEl'UESENTATIN  ES     EEIUUAHY     I  .">,    IS^f). 

Mr.  ViNToN,  tVum  tlie   L'miiiiiittL'C  nii    Tulilic  I, amis,  In  wlioiii  was  rcfrnril  the  |icliti(iii  ol'  |ta\  id   Cliaiiibcns, 

of  .Ictli'i-soii  rnunty,  in  the  Slate  nt'Oliin,  r(|i(iilcil : 

Tiic  putitioner  states  that  he.  uu  Ffbruary  2.1,  lbO(>,  jnirchased  of  tlie  L'nitfd  States  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  situate  in  the  Steubeiiville  di.strict,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  the  rate  of  $8  jier  acre,  on  account  of 
wliich  lie  i^aid  the  sum  of  «320,  being-  the  amount  of  the  first  instalment;  that  owiny,'  to  certain  losses,  the 
nature  of  which  are  not  set  forth  by  the  |ietitiont'r,  he  was  unable  to  coni])lete  th(>  payment  of  the  purchase 
money,  and,  in  consequence  of  his  failure  to  pay,  the  land  reverted  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1812. 
The  petitioner  prays  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  enter  other  lands,  and  that  the  sum  of  money  paid  by 
him  in  the  year  1800  nuiy  be  apjilied  to  his  credit  towards  the  payment  of  the  same. 

The  committee  have  been  able  to  jierceive  nothing  in  the  case  of  the  petitioner  that  distinguishes  it 
from  other  cases  of  purchasers  whose  lands  have  been  forfeited  for  non-payment  of  the  [lurcliase  money; 
and  they  are  of  opinion  that^  any  principle  upon  which  the  relief  |)rayed  for  in  this  instance  could  be 
granted  would  be  equally  applicable,  and  ought  to  be  extended  to  all  such  purchasers.  The  case  of  the 
jjetitioner,  then,  resolves  itself  into  an  incpiiry  into  the  propriety  of  granting  relief  to  this  class  of 
purchasers.  Under  the  creditjsystem,  torfeiture  of  the  land  for  non-payment  of  the  purchase  money  was 
one  of  the  conditions  of  the  sale,  and  essentially  necessary  to  give  elKciency  to  that  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  lands.  The  purchaser  entered  into  the  contract  with  a  full  knowled.ge  of  its  character  and  con- 
sequences, and  cannot  therefore  ask  for  relief,  or,  in  other  words,  to  be  exonerated  from  his  contract,  as  a 
claim  of  strict  right  or  justice.  In  resi)ect  to  the  policy  of  granting  to  this  class  of  purchasers  the  relief 
prayed  for  in  the  present  case,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  to  grant  it  would  be  injudicious  in  itself, 
and  mischievous  in  its  tendency.  That  aside  from  the  difficulties  it  might  throw  ujion  the  officers  of  the 
land  department,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  countenance  to  the  idea  that  contracts  entered  into 
with  thejgovernment  were  less  sacred  than  those  made  between  individuals,  and  hence  operate  to  lessen 
the  anxiety  and  exertion  to  conqily  with  them  according  to  the  terms  of  the  engagement.  And  when  it 
is  recollected  that  the  debt  now  due  to  the  government  for  lands  amounts  to  about  i!lO,000,000,  and  that 
the  present  debtors  might  ask  for  the  same  relief,  after  having  permitted  their  lands  to  become  forfeited, 
it  is  but  too  obvious  that  such  a  measure  would  furnish  to  many  a  powerful  motive  to  make  no  further 
exertion  to  meet  their  engagements  to  the  government.  Nor  do  the  committee  perceive  any  circumstance 
of  equity  or  peculiar  hardship  in  the  case  of  the  petitioner  to  exempt  it  froui  tlie  intiuence  of  the  foregoing- 
general  considerations,  and,  if  there  were  any  to  be  found,  the  committee  would  still  pause  before  they 
set  an  example  that  would  necessarily  lead  them  into  an  endless  investigation  of  the  misfortunes, 
miscalculations,  and  pecuniarj'  ability  of  a  numerous  class  of  public  debtors  wliose  contracts  have 
terminated  by  the  operation  of  law.  Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resohed,  Thatjt  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner. 


18th  Congress.]  No-   450.  [2d  Session. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  TEE  CULTIVATION  OF  THE  VINE  AND  OLIVE  WITH  TEE  ALLOT- 
MENT OF  LAND  FOR  THE  PURPOSE. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXTATIVES  FEBRUARY  16,   1825. 

Treasury  Dep.ujtment,  Fehnianj  15,  1825. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list 
of  the  names  of  the  persons  who  entered  into  contract  with  this  department  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
and  olive,  and  of  the  tracts  of  land  allotted  to  each. 

This  department  is  not  in  possession  of  an_v  evidence  that  any  one  of  the  persons  tm  the  enclosed  list 
have  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  nor  has  it  received  any  definite  or  authentic  evidence  of  the 
non-compliance  of  any  of  those  persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  U.  CRAWFORD, 
lion.  Henry  Clay,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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A  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  ivho  entered  into  contract  ivith  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  culture  of  the 

cine  and  oliee,  and  of  the  tracts  of  laud  allotted  to  each. 


1 

1 
o 

a 

3 

4 
5 
6 

Reserve 

.•\. 

3 

8 
9 

4 

10 
11 
1-2 
13 

Reserve 

li. 

5 

14 
IS 
16 
17 

Reserve 

C. 

6 

18 
19 

7 

20 
21 

8 

22 
23 

9 

24 
25 

10 

26 

27 

11 

28 
29 

la 

30 
31 
32 
33 

Reserve 

D. 

13 

34 
35 
.16 
37 

Reserve 

E. 

14 

J8 
39 

15 

40 
41 
42 

Reserve 

F. 

16 

43 

44 

17 

45 
46 
47 

Reserve 

C.  . 

18 

48 
49 
50 

Reserve 

H. 

19 

51 
53 

ao 

53 

54 
55 

21 

Reserve 

56 
57 

22 

58 
59 

23 

60 
61 

24 

62 
03 
64 

Reserve 

J. 

Mcslicr,  Bazilu 

Lauret,  Louid 

Coiite,  Ilonore 

ReuiR'i,  (-'orneille  Cadet.... 

Vial,  Antoine 

Biijey,  Antoiic 

Godi-niar,  Jean  Bapti^te... . 

Coloniel 

Jeannet,  Louis  Iteiic 

Ve,  JulieVastol 

Allard,  Henry 

Combes,  Germain 

Combes,  Vincent 

Sibenthal,  freres 

Lata[)ie 

Perdrauville,  Reno 

Alma,  ATiselnie 

Salmon,  Frangois 

Liiitioy 

Payen,  freres 

Simile,  Colonel  Joan 

Comb,  Colonel  Michael 

Martin,  Fianeis 

Pelagot,  Antoine  Zacliarie.. 

George,  Edward 

Viole 

Lacombe,  Pierre 

Latapie,  Antoine 

Richard,  Etienne 

Papillot,  Etienne 

Frenage,  Jean  Pierre 

Rivet,  George 

Boutiere,  J.  Claude  Genoil. . 

Ve,  Louise  David 

Delaporte,  Louis 

Meynie,  Jean  Ulysse 

Bartliflemie 

Metais,  Et.  J.  B 

Mansuis,  Luiller 

Jouny,  Louis  Michel 

Vernhes,  Jean  Vincent 

Bistos 

Marchaud,  Louis  Pro.  Th  .. 

Martin,  Amcdco 

Butaud,  Isaac 

Keller,  Jonas 

Menoii,  Dieu  Donne 

Fouquet,  J.  and  Moulin  .... 
Jordan,  Colonel  Ambroise  .. 

Vorritor,  Colonel  Emilo 

Cadet,  Bcrgaehe 

Gallard,  Pierre 

Lefeuvre,  Claude  Joseph... 

(Not  appropriated) 

Paguenaud ,  Edward 

Transnn,  Jean 

Gaunay,  Nicolas 

Glenville 

Astolphi,  Laurent  

Knappe,  Phillippf 

Grouche,  Colonel  Alphonso, 
Grouchy,  Captain  Victor.. . . 

Pillrro 

Drouet,  Pierre 

Bailly,  Michel 

Dupui  and  Ragon 

Lemaignen,  Pierre  Paul  . . . . 

Lerouycr,  Francois 

Gavesche,  Pierre 

Formento,  Feli.v 

Gavesche,  Pierre ,. 

Burckle,  Emanuel 

Coquilton,  freres 

Parat,  U 


s: 

^  S 
'^  s 

3 

3 

c 

'A 

c 

480 
160 

25 

120 

120 

120 

120 

120 

40 

26 

320 

320 

120 

27 

120 

120 

28 

240 

40 

29 

240 

120 

30 

120 

120 

31 

40 

330 

32 

320 

480 

160 

33 

480 

IGO 

480 

.•?4 

160 

.   480 

160 

35 

480 

160 

36 

240 

120 

37 

120 

120 

38 

40 

240 

120 

120 

39 

120 

40 

480 

40 

160 

240 

41 

240 

120 

42 

40 

320 

43 

320 

240 

44 

240 

120 

45 

40 

240 

46 

240 

120 

47 

40 

480 

160 

48 

330 

160 

160 

49 

480 

120 

40 

50 

480 

160 

51 

480 

160 

240 

52 

120 

210 

53 

40 

Reserve    K. 

68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
-  78 
79 
80 
81 
83 
Reserve  L. 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
93 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 

Reserve  M. 
98 
99 

Reserve  N. 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
Reserve  O. 
116 
117 
ve  P. 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 

124 

125 
126 
127 
128 


DroQet,  Pierre 

Buizeau    

Fagoi  

Deljiit 

Lapeyre 

Boutiere,  Fraiirois  Gnspanl 

Miot 

Robin,  Tliomas 

Nartigue,  J.  Justin 

Gerard,  Ilyaciiillie 

Follin,  Auguste  Firniin 

Follil),  freres 

Cliaprou,  J .  M 

Weill,  James 

Dupouy,  Nicolas  Alex'r 

Manoury,  P.  Max  

Madame,  George 

Tournel,  Jacques 

jMarlin,  Pictiuet,  L.  L  F 

Moucravie,  J  acques 

Emely 

Martin,  Picquct,  pere 

Mangon  and  Martial 

Auze,  freres 

Brugiere,  Charles 

Barrau 

Lecampion,  Francois 

Brecliemin,  Lewis 

Humbert,  Jacques  Etienne 

Jamet 

Rigau,  Narcisse  Pericles 

Promis,  Gillaunie 

Desmares 

Durand,  Jean  Baptiste 

Robaglia,  Joseph 

Garnier,  tils 

Peniere,  fils,  Eniile 

Ve,  A  udibert 

Mignon 

Nidelet,  E.  F 

Cousin,  David 

Roudel 

Galabcrt,  Colonel  Louis 

Petitval,  J.  B 

Anduze,  Matliew  Bernard 

Frederick,  Louis  Auguste 

Gubert,  J.  H 

Moynier,  Jos.  Ariste  Theo 

Colonel  Douarclie 

Gruchet,  Louis 

Villar,  Charles 

Pagniere,  J.  Alexandre 

Dirat,  Louis  M 

Mondin 

Pagaud,  Pierre 

Fallot,  Eugene  Ilyacinthe 

Frenage,  Marc  Antoine 

Laurent,  Clement 

Dalaunay 

Vandame,  Gl 

Angeli,  Iliacinthe 

Fouquet,  aine 

Poculo.  Benoii 

Baltar 

Moijuart 

Besson,  Louis  An 

Lenieunier,  J.  Joseph 

Mesnier 

(Not  appropriated) 

Henry,  Germain 

Colonel  Itigau 

Mariano,  Pompee 

Texier,  Lepomeraye 

Harraneder,  Charles 
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79 


81 


Reservi:' 


RcflTVI 


J-_'9 
(i. 
KW 
Kil 

i:h 

13a 

i;h 

135 
13(i 
1.17 
13« 
l.fO 
HO 
14) 
1-12 
U3 
114 
li. 

14:> 

146  ami  I  17 
148 
Resen'e  S. 
149 
150 
151 
15i2 
163 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
T. 


Reserve 


Reseire  U. 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
17-2 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
18-2 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 

Reserve  V. 
189 
190 

Reserve  W. 
191 
19-2 
193 
.  194 
195 

196 
197 


Metnyi',  J.mii  I'lcrri' 

renard  ami  AiiirdiT 

llartiil  J.  Du  (•uloiiil>irr  .... 

L'aniparilon.  nic 

Kavcsies.  F 

lloritas,  Klie 

Debrosse,  Cliaili^s 

Merli',  Eliciini- 

Lailurelle,  >I.  F.  Aii^ 

t'anoliio.  Fraiii;njs 

D.ivis,  L.  .\ 

Charles,  Firjinii  B 

Montalegri,  Hiacinllu> 

Duval.  Jarques  S 

Bade.  AIt:xis,  fils,  aiiie 

Lakanal 

Desportes,  Leoiite 

C.  Desafoc 

Tulane,  freres 

.\ntoine 

Boitaii,  Fraii'jnis 

Pueek  

Lcbnutellier,  M ulicl 

Plantevigne 

iNIoncravie.  Jacques 

Bringier 

Monot,  Cliarlcs 

Cluls,  J.  Jerome 

Rutiier.  Ferdiiiauil 

Gamier,  frcre 

i^imon 

Terrier,  R.  .\ 

Maere,  Jean  M 

Dumas,  Antoiiie 

Dalmazeau,  J 

St.  David 

Foulanges,  P.  F 

Godon,  Vicloire,  {N) 

Blancon  and  Taverly 

Belair,  Louis 

Sagiiter,  Henri  .^ntoine 

Lallemand,  General  Charles  . 

Valcourt,  Aime 

Clausel,  General  Berlrand... 

Blaquerolle 

Sary,  Jean  M.  .\k'\ 

Gatly,  Antoine 

Ilari,  Benoil 

Millon,  Solidor 

Dueoinmun,  Joseph 

Geilin,  Charles  Franc 

Colonel  Cliarassin 

\'asques,  Jean 

Roland,  Jean  Franijois 

Piclinn,  Claude  Charles 

Clareton,  Joseph  Louis 

Grilletj  Frani,'ois    

Texier,  Jean 

IVLartinet,  Pierre  Louis 

Vitalba,  Jean  Baptiste 

Jogan,  Antonin 

Cavoroc,  Charles 

Brugiere,  Charles 

Cliapon 

Mahe 

Dubarry,  John 

Salaignac,  Louis  

Lebrusse  

Deseourt,  Leonard  .\lex 

Oiifray,  Jean  Baptisle 

Pochard,  Aug.  Fnin^ois 

Fux,  Louis 

Colonel  Raoul 

Neel,  J.  B 

Gilbert 

ijeveligne 


lau 

40 
480 
160 
480 
160 
480 
160 
480 
160 
240 
240 
160 
480 
160 
480 
120 
40 
240 
240 
120 
40 
4  SO 
160 
240 
240 
160 
480 
160 
480 
160 
240 
120 
120 
120 
40 

480 
120 
40 

480 

160 

480 

160 

4S0 

160 

160 

160 

160 

160 

480 

160 

320 

320 

320 

320 

480 

160 

240 

240 

160 

240 

120' 

120 

120 
40 

480 

120 
40 

240 

120 

J  20 

160 

320 

160 

160  I 

480 


94 
95 

96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 


105 
106 


198 
199 
200 
201 
202 
303 
204 
205 
200 
Reserve  X. 
207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 

214 
215 
216 
217 
218 
219 
220 
221 
222 
223 
924 
225 
226 
Y. 


Reserve 


228 
229 

Reserve  Z. 
230 
231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
236 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 

Reserve  A.\. 
251 
2.52 
253 
254 
255 
256 
2.57 
258 
259 
260 
261 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 


Man.' 

Iti.hatd,  (Jii.rje 

Nardil,  I'ranr.n^ 

Cliauvut,  Charles 

PIndaut,  Fraiii,'ois 

Ilomi,  Charles 

Taselia 

niandin,  Jean 

■\zan 

Deve.igeji 

Vietoire,  Delailiiay  Jos 

Castan,  Etiemn^ 

Leframjois.  ireres 

Gronirig 

Pothiur,  Simon 

.Shubart,  Ileury 

Fisler 

Soulas 

Bcylle,  Joseph 

Malozewsky,  Const.  I'anl... 

Teterel,  Framjois 

Pagniere 

Dubosq 

George,  fils,  aine.  F.dward.. 

Lesueur 

Dor 

Maillet,  Henry  Pre.  A.  As.. 

Stallenwereck,  Ireres 

Vallot,  Joseph 

Jlatthieu,  Dr.  Joseph 

.\llain,  Joseph 

Mayer 

Jeandrau, Jean  

Carlebaux,  Gudlaume 

Buttaud 

Conslantin  and  Dechnule  .. 

Col.  Taillade 

Olivieri,  Joseph 

Lueiani,  Pascal 

Mai,  Grouchy 

Descliamps,  Fran(;ois  Me.  .. 

Baumier,  Cesar 

Barbe.  .'Vntnine 

Slribaud,  Charles 

Deconne,  Charles 

Chaudron,  Edward 

Gilbai,  .Vntoine 

Martin,  Prosper 

Desplan,  Samuel 

.Melizet,  Francois 

Corso,  Frangois 

Hamel,  Victor 

Havard 

Peniere,  pere,  J.  .\ 

Fauchon,  Hoe 

Lecoq  du  Marcelay 

Godat 

Morin 

Defourni,  Col.  Fabiils 

Guillot 

Badaratiue,  Thomas 

Conte,  Marius 

Derlnuch,  Charles 

Pascal,  Paul 

Fouasche,  Piene 

Bernard,  Henry 

Rapin ,  Joseph 

Contardi,  Lewis 

St.  Guiron,  Jeune 

Demony,  Dominique  Victor  . 

Ravesies,  Ee 

Fournier,  Honore 

Farcy 

Champenois,  P.J 

Savary,  Joseph 

Belniere,  pere,  and  tils 


160 

160 

160 

160 

160 

240 

120 

120 

120 

40 

480 

160 

480 

160 

240 

240 

120 

40 

480 

160 

480 

160 

120 

120 

120 

120 

160 

480 

160 

480 

120 

40 

240 

240 

120 

40 

320 

160 

160 

480 

160 

160 

100 

160 

160 

480 

160 

480 

160 

480 

160 

480 

160 

480 

160 

480 

120 

40 

.320 

320 

480 

160 

160 

160 

160 

160 

480 

160 

480 

160 

240 

240 

160 

240 

240 

160 
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109 

269 

270 

110 

271 

272 

111 

273 

274 

275 

iia 

276 

277 

ll.'SLTVf  111!. 

113 

a7S 

279 

281) 

Reserve  CC. 

114 

281 

282 

115 

283 

284 

116 

285 

286 

287 

Reserve  DD. 

117 

288 

289 

118 

290 

291 

119 

292 

293 

Reserve  EE. 

120 

294 

295 

IQI 

296 

297 

laa 

298 

299 

300 

301 

Reserve  FF. 

123 

302 

303 

304 

124 

.305 

306 

Reserve  GO . 

135 

307 

308 

Reserve  HH. 

136 

309 

Nnmes. 


Gen.  Lnllemr.nd,  Hy 

Prompt 

H.iy.il,  Ilonore 

Duriere,  Frangois 

Conde,  Charles 

Conde 

Lfiurem,  Maurice 

Cliaiidriin.  Simon 

Boilandry,  Eugenie 

Dareinbert  

Arnaud,  Cainille 

Deprest,  Rene,  freres,  and  Zaell 

Batre,  Cliarles 

L.agay 

Belange,  Mai.  Denis 

Chasserian,  Bcnoit 

Real,  I'ierre  Franeois 

I'enazi,  Louis 

Bujae,  Malliew  and  Alf\l,  freres 

Gerniond  and  Riviere 

Guybert,  Hy 

Payen,  I'rcre 

Ducoing,  Pre 

Stephens,  Samuel  J 

Fourestier,  Elie 

Greyoire,  Etienne 

Manlredi,  Math.  Ferd 

Dupont 

Hurtel,J 

Lefehvre,  Gen.  Desrioileltes 

Desroures 

Jeannet,  George 

Jeanne! ,  Jc 

Dumenil 

Ducoinniuu,  Josi'ph 

Parat,  F.  Romaiti 

Burgnes,  Jn.  Bernard 

Cuchet 

Ve,  Demerest 

Bourlon ,  E 

Lapeyre,  Jn.  Bte 

Thouron,  pere  and  fils 

Larau,  Sully 

Janin  

Bonno,  J 

Landerin,  Francois 

Bonneau  

Legrix,  Bellisle 


480 
160 
480 
160 
240 
240 
160 
480 
120 

40 
240 
240 
120 

40 
320 
320 
480 
160 
240 
240 
120 

40 
480 
160 
480 
160 
160 

96 
384 
480 
160 
480 
160 
240 
120 
120 
120 

40 
240 
240 
160 
480 
120 

40 
480 
120 

40 
240 


126 
127 
128 


130 
131 
132 

133 


136 
137 


139 
140 


E  S 


310 
311 
312 
313 
314 
315 
Reserve  II. 
316 


317 
318 
319 
320 
321 
322 


323 
324 
325 
S26 
327 
K8 
329 
330 
331 

Reserve  JJ. 
3M 
.333 
334 
3.35 

Reserve  KK. 
336 
337 
338 
339 
340 
341 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 


Legras 

Hullianl,  Etienne 

Follin,  George 

Fauquier 

Emery  and  Duteste 

Vogestang,  Daniel 

Chapotiii 

Haez 

Prudhomme 

Morel 

IMurrat,  Jean  Baptiste 

Mestayer,  Micliel 

Rieger,  Gabriel  V 

Parmentier,  Nicolas  Sim . . . . 

Bauzan,  Pierre 

Villemont 

Guilleault 

Cluepart 

Verrier 

Fisher 

Dufourg,  Jean  Jaquos 

DufourgjD.  V 

Dufourg,  F 

Lacloi.v,  Rene  Francois  .... 
St.  Guiron,  Pre  Pascal,  aine 

Farrouilh,  A 

St.  Fcli.x,  Jean  R 

Decave,  Mare  Lewis 

Rapin 

Barbarroux,  Joseph 

Cirode,  William 

Shoeun,  Sebastian 

Gouiran,  Joseph  Michel 

Allouard  and  Achard 

Lajonie 

Truck 

Colona,  Dornano  B 

Poraldi.  Toussaint 

Scasso,  Vincent 

Laroderie,  Alphonso 

Savournin,  Joseph 

Balbuena,  Joseph 

Canonge,  Pierre  Auguste  . . . 

Lucieu 

Vaugine 

Bogy 

Torta,  Jean 


240 
160 
480 
160 
480 
120 

40 
120 
120 
240 
1611 
480 
160 
480 
160 
240 
180 

60 

60 
160 
240 
120 
120 
160 
240 
130 
130 
120 

40 
240 
130 
130 
120 

40 
480 
160 
320 
160 
160 
240 
240 
160 
480 
160 
240 
240 
160 


Note. —  In  addition  to  the  above  tracts,  four  sections,  of  640  acres  each,  were  reserved  for  the  use  of  a  town,  to  be  distributed  as  follows  : 
To  each  grantee  having  480  acres  a  lot  of  13  acres,  and  a  city  lot,  100  feet  front  and  200  deep. 
Do.  320  do.  6  do.  100  do.  100  deep. 

Do.  210  do.  6  do.  100  do.  100  deep. 

Do.  160  do.  3  do.  50  do.  1110  deep. 

Do.  120  do.  3  do.  50  do.  100  deep. 
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18th  Congress.]  No.    451.  .  |"2n  Session. 

V 1 1;  0  I N I  .V  M I L 1 T  A  ];  Y  r.  A  X  1)  \\'  A  i;  i;  a  x  t  s  . 

fOMMUNR'ATED  Ti)  THE  HulSE  OI'  REIMIKSEN'TATIVES   KEBKIAKV   17,    182."). 

Mr.  VixTox,  tVi.iu  tlic  Coiniiiitteo  on  riiMic  lands,  to  whom  was  rcrcnod  llio  nsolii(i<]ii  of  the  lotli  of 
Pocciulier,  iiKstrurtini;-  them  to  inquire  into  the  e.^jieilieney  of  iirohiii,u,-in,t;-  the  time  I'or  hicatino-  hinils 
within  the  Virginia  military  district,  and  for  obtaining'  patents,  which  resolution  was  aeconi)ianied  by 
the  petition  of  sundry  persons  praying  for  the;  same  object.s,  re]iorti'd: 

That  the  first  act  of  Congress  permitting'  locations  to  be  made  in  the  Virginia  military  district  jiassed 
in  the  year  l"i)0;  that  in  the  year  1803  the  further  time  of  tliree  years  -was  given  for  making  locations; 
and  various  acts  of  Congress  have  since  been  passed  jirolonging  the  time  for  making  locations  until 
January  4,  1825,  [and  for  obtaining  ])atents  until  January  4,  1827,]  making  in  the  whole  a  period  of  between 
thirty-four  and  thirty-five  years,  during  -vvhich  IcMvlionn  might  be  made,  and  the  further  period  of  near  two 
years,  yet  to  come,  in  which  to  return  surveys  and  obtain  patents.  The  claimants  to  land  in  that  district 
were  numerous,  and  the  committee  are  aware  that  many  casualties  •\vould  be  likely  to  occur  to  protract 
the  final  and  complete  location  of  all  their  claims;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  can  hardly  conceive  a 
case  of  a  claim  still  unlocated,  after  so  great  a  lapse  of  time,  where  due  diligence  has  been  used.  The 
conunittee  feel  no  disposition  to  withhold  from  any  just  claimants,  if  any  such  there  be,  the  means  of 
making  their  locations  and  obtaining  patents  for  their  lands;  but,  after  the  ample  opportunity  already 
afl'orded  for  locating,  no  further  time  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  given,  unless  the  claimants  can  furnish 
satisfactorj'  reasons  for  not  having  availed  themselves  of  some  of  the  many  laws  heretofore  passed, 
extending  to  them  the  same  indulgence  now  prayed  for.  The  petition  accompanj'ing  the  resolution  does 
not  show  that  those,  if  any,  who  may  still  be  entitled,  have  been  in  any  way  prevented  from  making  their 
locations,  i.ir  have  used  due  diligence  to  make  them.  The  committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  the  existiu'i- 
law,  Jirolonging  the  time  for  obtaining  patents  until  January  4,  1827,  at  jiresent  requires  no  further 
extension.  The  foregoing  facts  and  considerations  are  conclusive  in  tlie  mind  of  the  conunittee.  But 
another  consideration,  having  relation  to  the  rights  of  third  persons,  other  than  the  Virginia  military 
claimants,  has  also  its  weight  in  deciding  upon  this  questi(jn. 

Although  the  committee  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  certain  information,  they  nevertheless  think 
themselves  justified  in  the  suspicion  that,  if  further  time  was  granted  for  making  locations,  warrants 
would  be  laid  upon  lands  now  belonging  to  or  heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States  in  that  tract  of  country 
lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines  under  pretence  of  its  being  within  the  Virginia  military 
district.  JIuch  of  the  lands  situate  between  these  lines  have  been  sold  liy  the  LTnited  States  and  valuable 
improvements  made  by  the  purchasers.  The  committee  are  fully  satisfied  that  such  locations,  if  made, 
would  not  be  valid;  3'et,  in  their  opinion,  bona  fide  purchasers  under  the  United  States  ought  not  to  bo 
disturbed  in  their  lawful  possession  by  any  pretences  whatsoever,  from  which,  however  fallacious,  tlK>y 
would  probably  be  subjected  to  much  inquietude  and  inconvenience.  Much  less  ought  the  government, 
by  its  legislation,  to  expose  them  to  the  cunning  and  cupidity  of  speculation,  which  never  fails  to  alarm 
its  object  by  exciting  fear,  even  where  no  real  danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  The  committee  are  therefore 
of  opinion  it  is  not,  at  this  time,  expedient  to  prolong  the  time  for  making  locations  and  granting  patents, 
as  proposed  by  the  resolution,  and  reconnnend  the  adojition  of  the  following  resolution: 

liivoh-ed,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  furtlier  to  extend  the  time  for  making  locations  and 
obtaining  patents  in  the  Virginia  military  district,  as  proposed  by  the  aforesaid  resolution. 


18th  Congress.]  No.    452.  [2d  Session. 

E  M  0  L  U  JI  E  N  T  S    OF    REGISTERS    AND    RECEIVERS    OF    LAND    OFFICES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.ITIVES    KEBRUARY    18,    1825. 

Treasury  Department,  February  11,  1825. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3Ist  of  January  last,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  a  report  and  statement  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  showing  the 
emoluments  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  for  a  j-ear  ending  on  the  oOtli  of 
September  last.  By  these  it  appears  that  not  only  has  the  compensation  of  tliose  officers  fallen  far  short 
of  the  maximum  allowed  by  law,  but  that  at  only  one  ofl:ice  has  it  amounted  to  $2,000,  and  that,  including 
the  allowance  for  attending  pulilic  sales,  it  has  averaged  but  about  §850.  Hence  the  House  will  perceive 
that  those  officers  are  not  sufficiently  compensated.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
commission  to  which  the  registers  and  receivers  are  now  entitled  be  increased  one-half  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  public  money  received  at  the  several  land  offices.  Tliis  would  make  the  ccunmission  the  same 
as  was  allowed  from  the  establishment  of  land  ofiices  to  the  year  1818,  when,  in  consideration  of  the  great 
amount  of  sales,  it  was  reduced. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  authority  be  given  to  make  a  reasonable  alh.iwance  to  the  receivers  for 
the  transportation  of  the  public  money  to  the  places  of  depiisit,  in  those  cases  where  the  banks  in  -which 
they  are  directed  to  make  their  deposits  are  at  a  distance  from  the  land  office.     This  expense  is  now 
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defrayed  by  the  receivers.     The  allowance  might  be  regulated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
should  in  no  case  exceed  one-half  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  depo.sited. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOKD. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Tre.\sury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  Fehruarij  5,  1825. 

Sir:  Agreoablj'  to  your  instructions  in  the  endorsement  which  accompanied  the  enclosed  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Re|n-esentatives  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement 
exhibiting-  the  emoluments  of  the  registers  of  the  several  land  offices  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1824.  The  emoluments  of  the  receivers  will  be  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the  registers  when  they 
shall  have  accounted  for  the  moneys  received  by  them  during  the  period  referred  to. 
With  great  respect, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Statement  exhibiting  tlw  emoluments  of  the  registers  of  the  several  land  offices  for  the  year  ending  Septemher 

30,  1824. 


Slate  or  Territory. 

Land  district. 

S 
E 

o 

o      . 

1 

Allowance    for    su- 
perintending public 
sales. 

6 
a 

& 

< 

Remarks. 

Ohio 

$511  59 
860  46 
895  42 
749  76 
732  09 

'948  46 
534  93 
881  38 
756  39 
737  79 

1,393  65 

1,088  83 
600  00 
531  34 
530  95 
631  68 
583  32 
507  67 

1,060  .54 
950  63 

1,243  55 
652  34 
278  80 
506  76 

503  75 
500  00 
500  00 
651  26 
500  00 

1,371  86 
651  36 

1,672  36 

1,941  75 
709  19 
915  00 

1,171  30 
645  01 

504  13 

510  92 

$40  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 
40  00 

*551  59 
920  46 
955  42 1 
809  76 
772  09  . 
948  46 
534  93 
881  38 
816  39 
737  79 

1,393  65 

1,088  83 
720  00 
591  34 
590  95 
761  68 
583  32 
507  67 

1,120  54 

1.130  63 
1,423  55 

952  M 
278  80 
506  76 

503  75 
500  00 
500  00 
711  26 
500  00 

1,431  86 

651  36 

1,792  36 

2.131  75 
709  19 

1,095  00 

1,291  30 

645  01 

504  13 

630  92 

Zanesville 

Clulicothe 

for  the  3d  quarter  of  1824  not 

Piqua 

Dflaware 

Indiana 

60  00 

Vinccnnes 

120  00 
60  00 
60  00 

I3J  00 

Illinois 

Kdwardsville 

60  00 
180  00 
180  00 
300  00 

Missouri 

Pt.  Louis  ....   . 

Lexington 

Louisiana 

<  tpeluusas 

No  sales. 
Do. 

St.  Helena  Court-House 

Mississippi 

VVasluiigton 

60  00 

Jackson  Court-House 

Choctaw 

60  00 

Alabama 

Cahaba 

St.  Stephen's 

120  00 
190  00 

Tuscaloosa 

Sparta 

180  00 
120  00 

Michigan 

Monroe 

Arkansas 

Batesville 

No  moneys  entered  in  the  last 
tliree  quarters.  Salary  cliarged. 

No  moneys  entered  in  the  last 
two  quarters.    Salary  charged. 

Little  Rock 

120  00 
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GRANTS    OF    LAND    TO    PEOl'LE  OF    NEW    MADRID  COUNTY,  MISSOI'i;!,  WHO    SUFFERED 

I?Y  EARTHQUAKES. 

COMMl'XICATEn    TO    THE    .SEN.\TE    FEIiRUARY    21,     182.'). 

To  the  honorahli'  the  Senalr  and  Hoii^r  of  Iiq)rct:i'iiln/in'n  of  the  United  Stah'Kin  Congrr^tft  aifni'nthled : 

The  nuMiKirial  of  the  p'lieral  iissciiilily  of  tlie  State  of  Missouri  rospectriilly  sliovvetli:  That  by  an  ad  nf 
Cong-ress  tor  tlie  relief  of  tiic  inlialiitants  of  the  hito  county  of  New  Matlrid,  in  the  Missouri  Tcrrit(jry,  wiio 
sutTereil  by  earthquakes,  approved  February  11,  1815,  it  is,  among-  other  thiiio-s,  provided,  that  any  person 
who  owned  bind  in  that  county,  and  wliicli  had  been  inaterialiy  injured  by  eartli(|uakes,  was  authorized 
to  hicate  tlic  like  quantity  on  any  of  tiic  public  land  of  that  Territory  the  sale  of  which  was  authoriw'd  liy 
law,  witli  certain  exceptions  provided  in  that  act,  provided  that  no  person  should  be  ])erniitted  under  said 
act  to  locate  a  jijreater  quantity  than  that  confirmed  to  him,  except  the  owners  of  lots  of  ground  and  tracts 
of  land  of  less  quantity  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  who  were  authorized  to  obtain  a  quantity  not 
exceeding-  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  nor  should  any  person  be  entitled  to  locate  more  than  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres. 

Yiiur  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  the  recorder  of  land  titles  of  said  Territory  had  certain 
powers  g-ranted  to  him  by  said  act  of  Congress,  the  exercise  of  wliich  was  enjoined  upon  him  as  a  duty 
that  in  pursuance  of  said  powers  he  did  issue  certificates  as  provide<l  for  by  said  act,  upon  evidence 
existing-  in  his  office  and  that  which  was  adduced  before  him,  for  various  tracts  of  land  of  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  and  under,  and  town  lots,  or  lots  of  ground  and  tracts  of  land  of  less  quantity  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  upon  which  latter  class  he  granted  certificates  for  the  quantity  of  oiio  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  each;  but  in  no  case,  it  is  believe<I,  did  he  grant  certificates  to  any  one  person  for  a  o-reater 
quantity  than  six  hundred  and  torty  acres,  being  in  his  opinion  the  maximum  (piantity  any  one  person 
was  entitled  to  receive  under  the  law. 

Whether  the  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress,  as  given  and  acted  upon  by  the  recorder  of  land 
titles  was  correct  or  not,  your  memorialists  forbear  to  give  an  opinion;  but  so  it  is,  that,  by  means  of  the 
confidence  placed  in  his  opinion,  both  as  a  man  and  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  government  by  the 
people  of  this  State,  tho.sc  certificates  have  been  sold  and  transferred  for  a  valuable  consideration  from  one 
person  to  another,  until  they  have  passed  through  the  hands  of  many  individuals  of  the  most  worthy  and 
respectable  class  of  otu'  citizens,  from  the  time  of  their  first  being  issued  until  they  were  all  located;  and 
since  that  period  the  lands  located  in  virtue  of  said  certificates  have  been  in  like  manner  transferred,  even 
up  to  the  present  time,  in  the  full  expectation  and  confidence  that,  after  the  certificates  were  located  and 
the  land  surveyed,  patents  would  be  issued  therefor  as  a  matter  of  right,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  third  section  of  said  act  of  Congress. 

Your  memoriali.sts  further  beg  leave  to  represent  that  most  of  these  certificates  were  granted  prior 
to  the  sale  of  puldic  lands  within  this  State;  tliat  they  were  purchased  with  great  eagerness  (and  when 
lands  were  high)  by  the  new  settlers  coming  to  this  State  at  a  great  price,  who  have  located  them  on 
lauds  which  they  have  chosen  for  permanent  places  of  residence;  that  they  have  Iniilt  houses,  made  larn-e 
improvements,  and  opened  extensive  plantations  upon  the  tracts  thus  located;  and  should  the  patents  for 
the  land  be  withheld,  and  they  deprived  of  their  titles,  it  will  be  the  means  of  breaking  up  many  families, 
and  cause  the  ruin  of  many  of  our  most  worthy  and  respectable  citizens.  It  is  with  regret  and  surprise 
that  your  memorialists  are  informed  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  under  an  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  refuses  to  issue  patents  upon  many  of  these  land  claims,  as 
is  required  of  him  to  do  by  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act. 

_  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  your  honorable  body  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  case  of  the 
claimants  under  consideration,  and  grant  unto  them  such  relief  as  justice,  expediency,  and  good  policy 
may  dictate;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  j'our  memorialists  cannot  cease  to  pray,  &c. 

Besolved,  That  the  executive  of  this  State  be  recjuired  to  forward  one  cojiy  of  the  foregoing  memorial 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  that  he  lay  the  same 
before  Congress,  and  one  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representative  in  Congress. 

H    S.  GEYER,  Speahi- of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives. 
B.  11.  REEVES,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  December  22,  1824. 


FREDERICK  BATES. 


ISth  Congress.] 
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CLAIMS    TO    LANDS    IN    EAST   AND    WEST    FLORIDA. 

COSIML'XICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  UEl'RESENTATIVES  J-EBRUARY  22,    1825. 

Treasury  Department,  February  21,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  commissioners  of  laud  claims  in  East 
Florida,  dated   January  1,  1824*.     It  shows  the   progress  made  by  that  board  in  performing-  the  duties 
assigned  to  them  by  law,  and  contains  other  infurmation  which  may  be  useful  to  Congress  when  legis- 
lating on  the  subject  of  the  Florida  lands. 

-'  Should  be  1825. 
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I  have  tlic  honor  also  to  transmit  copies  of  two  reports  from  the  commissioners  of  land  chiiras  in  West 
Florida,  dated  the  12th  November  and  ^Oth  January  last. 

Tiie   papers  whicli  accompanied  these  several   reports  are  voluminous.     Copies  of  tliem  are  now  in 
preparation,  and  .shall  be  transmitted  to  Congress  as  soon  as  they  are  completed. 
I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  with  a-reat  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreftenlativea. 


Commissioners'  Office,  Fensacola,  November  12,  1824. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  several  laws  organizing  the  board  of  conmiissioners  "  for  ascertaining  claims 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  district  of  West  Florida,"  and  regulating  their  duties,  the  undersigned  have 
deemed  it  e.\|)edient  to  report,  at  this  time,  all  claims  of  every  description  east  of  Pensacola,  with  a  number 
of  others  in  this  vicinity,  about  wiiich  there  is  no  difficulty  or  conflicting  interest.  The  reasons  for  the 
adoption  of  this  course  are  more  fully  explained  in  a  letter  to  the  honorable  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, upon  their  application  for  an  extension  of  the  term.     We  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit — ■ 

First.  A  general  report  upon  Spanish  claims. 

Second.  A  general  report  upon  large  claims. 

Third.  A  special  report  on  claims  undefined  in  quantity,  and  tliose  exceeding  three  thousand  five 
hundred  acres,  with  the  opinions  of  the  commissioners,  numbered  from  1  to  9. 

Fourth.  Al)stracts"from  A  to  H,  containing  the  list  of  claims  confirmed  and  rejected,  with  the  reasons 
"  for  their  admission  and  rejection,"  together  with  the  reports  upon  each  class,  respectively  lettered,  and 
made  in  conformity  witli  laws  above  mentioned.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 


SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
CRAVEN    P.  LUCKETT. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


GENERAL  REFOKT  UPON  SPANISH  CLAIMS. 

The  general  regulations  of  Morales,  dated  Jul}'  11,  1199,  agreeably  to  which  lands  were  almost 
entirely  granted  in  West  Florida,  only  provide  for  three  descriptions  of  claims,  viz:  1.  Gratuities,  wliich 
were  conditional  grants,  or  concessions  made  to  "each  newlj'  arrived  family  possessed  of  the  necessary 
qualifications  to  be  admitted  among  the  number  of  the  cultivators  of  these  provinces;"  2.  Lands  soi.d, 
"as  demanded,  to  those  who  wisii  t(j  purchase,  for  the  price  they  shall  be  taxed;"  and  -3.  Cases  of  compro- 
mise, where  individuals  had  occupied  lands  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  were,  it  is  understood,  permitted 
to  ol)tain  titles  fur  tlie  same  upon  their  making  such  claim  known  within  six  months  from  the  publication 
of  Mdrales'  regulations  at  the  different  posts,  and  paying  a  just  and  moderate  retribution  into  the  public 
treasury.  As  the  latter  necessarily  partakes  of  the  character  of  either  a  .sa/e  or  gratuity,  we  have  proposed 
to  make  a  general  report  upon  these  two  classes,  in  order  that  Congress  may  the  more  readily  understand 
the  whole  subject,  not  only  as  it  relates  to  the  titles  we  have  confirmed,  but  those  also  which  are  submitted 
to  them  for  their  consideration. 

I.    GRATUITOUS    CONCESSIONS. 

These  grants  were  made  for  pasturage,  or  upon  condition  that  the  grantee  should  clear  and  cultivate  a 
portion  of  land  within  three  years  from  the  time  at  which  it  was  dated.  The  tract  could  not  be  alienated 
during  the  above  period,  nor  afterwards,  until  all  the  conditions  attached  to  the  grant  were  fulfilled. 

The  first  step  in  obtaining  a  gratuitous  concession  was  the  presentment  of  a  petition  to  the  sub-dele- 
gate or  authority  vested  with  the  power  of  disposing  of  lands.  This  petition  was  referred  to  the  survcj'or, 
who  was  required  to  report  whether  the  tract  solicited  was  vacant  and  royal  domain.  The  subject  was 
next  submitted  to  the  fiscal  or  King's  attornej',  whose  province  it  was  to  state  whether  or  not  there  were 
any  objections  to  a  compliance  with  the  petition.  When  those  reports  were  found  to  be  favorable,  the 
sub-delegate,  &c.,  made  the  concession,  fixed  the  terms,  and  passed  the  decretal  order  of  survey.  After 
all  which  had  been  fulfilled  and  executed,  it  was  forwarded  to  the  ofticc  of  intendancy  for  confirmation. 
Where  any  doubts  existed  as  to  the  land  being  vacant  and  royal  domain,  the  order  of  survey  preceded 
the  concession.  There  are,  also,  some  cases  where  the  .sub-delegate  made  grants  without  a  reference  to 
the  survej'or  and  fiscal,  but  it  was  understood  to  have  been  done  upon  his  own  responsibility. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  a  decree  of  ro_yal  treasury,  dated  November  22,  1806,  adopted 
in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  of  30th  March  of  same  year,  making  gratuitous  con- 
cessions, was  reserved  to  the  intendant,  and  were  confined  exclusively  to  the  meritorious  subjects  of  Spain. 
It  was  evidently  the  object  of  this  decree,  so  far  as  we  can  collect  its  meaning  from  the  title  papers,  to 
restrain  such  grants  within  narrow  limits,  and  to  sell  as  much  land  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of 
replenishing  the  exhausted  coffers  of  the  crown.  Strangers  and  foreigners,  until  naturalized  by  long 
residence,  &c.,  were  entirely  excluded,  as  may  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  Morales'  regulations  and  the 
oath  imposed  upon  the  petitioner.  He  was  required  to  swear  that  no  stranger  was  interested  in  the  i)eti- 
tion,  and  tljat  he  or  she  would  not  convey  the  land  to  any  such  persons  at  a  subsequent  period;  that  he  or 
she  would  fulfil  the  conditions  contained  in  the  regulations  of  Morales  of  July  IT, '1799;  and  that  they  had 
received  no  anterior  grant. 

The  quantity  of  land  granted  to  each  petitioner  was  regulated  by  the  number  of  his  beasts  to  be  2Mstured, 
as  u-ell  a.s  of  hiafaynily  capable  of  cultivation;  understanding  that  the  concession  was  never  to  exceed  800 
arpents  in  supcrfices.  This  is  the  limit  to  a  single  gratuitous  grant;  but  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  this, 
or  from  the  oath  imposed  by  the  decree  of  November  22,  1806,  that  an  individual  could  obtain  only  one 
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concession  of  this  dcscrijition.  An  ailditiunal  concession  of  800  arpents  nia_y  lie  UKiile  In  the  .same  prrson 
if  he  can  prove,  as  required  by  13tli  Jloralcs,  "tliat  lie  had  possessed  tlie  lirst  (huin.L;-  three  years  and 
fnlliUed  all  the  conditions  prescrilied."     If  more  were  solicited  it  was  to  be  [lurehased. 

Exceptions  to  the  above  limit  were,  however,  made  in  faxnr  of  Opelonsas  and  Attakapas,  where  hinds 
were  mostly  suited  to  the  purposes  of  pasturage  alone,  Kven  in  these  cases  the  (puuitily  \i<  ln^  ohtaiiie(l 
in  a  grant  was  governed  by  the  same  rule  and  determined  by  the  nund)er  of  grantee's  "/ainil!/  and  Jlnc/.s." 
Here  it  was  established  as  a  general  rule,  that,  to  obtain  half  a  league  in  front  by  the  same  measure  in 
depth,  the  petitioner  nuist  be  owner  of  "one  hundred  head  of  cattle,  some  horses  and  sheep,  and  two 
slaves,"  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  a  larger  tract,  without  the  power  of  exceeding  a  league  sipnire. 
Although  the  article  providing  fir  the  disposal  of  lands  in  these  two  sections  of  Louisiana  are  not  extended 
to  \Vest  Florida,  yet  it  is  clearly  apparent  that  there  arc  many  cases  here  presented  which  are  entiridy 
within  the  reason  of  it,  as  in  these  iiarishes  most  of  the  country  contiguous  to  I'ensacola  is  (inly  lilted  to 
the  purposes  of  pasturage  and  rearing  of  cattle,  &c.  Umler  these  circumstances,  it  is  m^ithiug  but  reason- 
able that  an  cipml  latitude  should  have  been  allowed  as  to  the  number  of  arpents  granted,  and  such  has 
been  the  practice  on  several  occasions.  Whenever  the  aii]ilicant  was  reconnuended  by  a  lari/r  fainilij  and 
niimcrom  stovl,  the  sub-delegates  felt  themselves  authorized  to  depart  from  the  (jcncral  ruh.'s  presci-ibed  in 
1st  and  13th  Morales,  and  adopt  that  which  was  provided  for  Upelousas  and  Attakapas,  In  conseiiuence 
of  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  new  settler,  it  is  understood  that  the  Sjianish  authorities  have  sume- 
tiines  ctinceded  to  the  same  individual  several  thousand  arpents. 

By  requiring  that  the  number  of  arpents  to  be  granted  should  be  prepnrtinned  to  the  petitioner's 
"  /'amihj  and Jlock-f,"  it  is  apparent  that  the  object  of  the  S]ianish  government  was  to  patronize  the  rearing 
of  cattle  and  the  cultivation  of  the  earth.  Their  polii'y  was  to  strengthen  the  country  by  allowing  new 
settlers  and  increasing  their  nundier  and  resources.  A  consequence  resulting  from  the  adoption  ot'  this 
rule,  and  which  the  Spanish  government  seems  always  to  have  had  in  view,  was  never  to  dispose  of  their 
domain  in  large  tracts,  so  as  to  enable  individuals  or  the  subordinate  officers  to  sell  them  again  upon 
speculation.  So  much  only  was  to  be  granted  as  was  necessary  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  ami  no 
more.  A  departure  from  the  general  rule,  and  an  adoption  of  that  in  Opelousas  and  Attakapas,  has  not 
been  frequent  in  West  Florida;  and,  in  these  cases,  it  has  occurred  where  the  land  was  poor  and  liut  a 
small  portion  fit  for  cultivation.  This  power  of  modifying  the  regulations  of  Morales,  or  extending  the 
articles  framed  fiir  one  section  of  country  to  another,  it  is  understood,  has  been  exercised  by  the  intendant, 
as  also  by  his  sub-delegates,  Avhen  reasons  sufficiently  potent  existed  to  ]irove  tliat  the  case  tbrmed  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule.  By  what  authority  the  sub-delegates  were  emiiowered  to  act  on  such  occa- 
sions we  are  not  satisfactorily  advised;  but  such  has  been  the  practice,  and  the  grants  made  liave  been 
recognized  as  valid. 


It  is  provided  in  the  regulations  of  Morales  that  the  vacant  lands  belonging  to  the  ro^yal  domain  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  by  auction  by  the  law  15th,  book  4th,  of  the  collection  of  the  laws  of  the  Indies.  The 
sale  was  to  have  been  made  as  the  land  was  demanded,  with  the  intervention  of  the  fiscal  or  King's 
attorney  for  the  board  of  finances,  /"o)'  the  price  theij  shall  be  taxed  to  those  tcho  ici'.s/i  to  ■piirehane. 

By  the  decree  of  royal  treasury,  dated  November  2'2,  1806,  adopted  in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  of  30th  March  of  the  same  year,  the  public  domain  was  directed  to  he  sold  at  auction 
for  the  purpose  i.if  replenishing  the  exhausted  coffers  of  the  Spanish  treasury.  The  price  taxed  was  some- 
times ascertained  by  apjiraisers  with  the  intervention  of  the  King's  attorney,  which  proceedings  are 
believed  to  have  been  within  the  purview  of  the  above  decree  as  well  as  the  24:th  article  of  Morales'  regu- 
lations. These  grants  were  also  to  be  reported  to  the  intendant,  from  wdiom  complete  titles  were  to  be 
obtained.  We  also  take  occasion  to  remark,  in  this  place,  that  grants  of  land  sold  and  those  made 
gratuitously  were  required  to  be  recorded  in  the  oflice  of  finances. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  which  could  be  sold  to  a  single  individual,  the  same  general  rules  seem 
to  have  been  adopted  as  prevailed  in  gratuities.  The  policy  of  Spain  was  in  both  cases  the  same.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  government  to  concede  lands  for  pasturage  and  cultivation,  and  not  as  an  object  of 
speculation,  as  is  expressly  announced  in  the  instructions  of  Gaj-oso.  To  prevent  this  amongst  individuals 
as  well  as  the  subordinate  authorities,  and  allure  settlers  to  tlie  country,  by  which  it  would  be  populated 
and  strengthened,  constituted  the  great  aim  of  the  Spanish  regulations  upon  the  subject  of  lands.  This 
was  the  only  restriction,  it  is  believed,  upon  sales;  ;ind,  consequently,  where  the  grantee  owned  many 
slaves,  a  lai'ge  family  capable  (}f  cultivation,  and  a  numerous  stocL'  to  be pjaslured,  several  thousand  arpents 
were  sometimes  disposed  of  to  a  single  purchaser. 

Ramon  de  Lopez  y  Angula,  who  apjiears  to  have  officiated  as  secretary  of  intendancy  at  New  Orleans 
in  the  year  1800,  refused  to  sell  one  hundred  thousand  arpents  of  crown  lands,  as  solicited  in  a  letter  of 
Henry  Feroux,  commandant  at  New  Madrid,  and  as  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  accom- 
panying it,  upon  the  ground  that  the  purchase  was  intended  as  a  "speculation  hurtful  to  poor  people." 
"It  never  teas,"  he  says,  "  the  intention  of  the  King  to  disixse  of  the  lands  in  such  large  quanlitie.'<,  and  under 
such  circumstances."  It  is  admitted  by  Angula  that  the  new  regulations  (Morales')  provided  for  the  sale 
of  lands  in  the  manner  referred  to  in  Peroux's  letter,  but  it  was  only  under  the  2:>revious  formalities  there 
specified,  and  with  a  reference  to  the  abUity  and  forces  of  the  person  desirous  of  purchasing.  The  reason  given 
for  this  rule,  and  the  refusal  to  grant  lands  in  such  large  quantities,  is  certainly  sound  anil  incontrover- 
tible, and  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  whole  system  of  Spanish  jurisprudence  upion  the  subject 
of  lands.  The  reason  as  stated  was,  "because  it  would  not  be  just  that,  for  a  small  consideration,  one  or 
more  speculators  should  make  themselves  masters  of  a  great  extent  of  lands  to  the  prejudice  of  athers  coming 
to  settle,  and  who,  consequentlj',  find  themselves  driven  to  purchase  tlnise  lands  which  they  might  otlier- 
wise  have  obtained  free  from  expense."  This  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  rule,  and  may  be  considered 
as  entirely  conclusive. 

REM.iRICS. 

From  the  above  exposition  of  Spanish  claims,  it  would  appear  tliat  sales  and  graluities  are  the  only 
kinds  contemidated  by  the  regulations  of  Mwales.  There  are,  however,  a  few  cases  of  grants,  bntli  to 
lands  and  lots,  made  expressly  as  a  remuneration  fur  jiublic  services.  These  are  easilj'  distinguished 
fri.im  those  of  every  other  description.  In  relation  to  sales  and  gratuities,  we  shall  subjoin  a  few  additional 
observations  with  a  view  to  a  more  correct  uuderstanding  of  these  classes  of  claims. 
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1.  A  s.\LE  cinbrticcs  all  cases  where  the  land  has  been  disposed  of  at  auclion  or  by  ajypraisement,  and 
none  others.  Where  the  petitioner  states  that  he  has  sustained  losses,  been  in  the  public  service,  and  that  the 
government  is  in  arrears  to  him,  to  constitute  the  grant  a  sale  it  appears  to  us  that  it  ought  to  be  shown 
by  the  evidence  of  title  that  an  account  had  been  authenticated,  preferred  against  the  government,  and 
acknowledged  to  be  just;  that  tiie  laud  had  been  conceded  by  valuation  or  otherwise,  as  an  indemnity  or 
li(|uidation  of  the  debt,  and  that  the  claim  of  the  party  had  been  thereby  entirel_y  extinguished.  It  is  not 
only  necessary  that  this  should  be  set  forth,  but  it  should  be  apparent  that  the  losses,  public  services,  or 
arrears  due,  C(jnstituted  the  consideration  and  not  the  inducement  to  make  the  grant.  In  some  cases  where 
public  services  have  been  rendered,  it  seems  to  have  been  the  jiractice  to  extend  the  grant  under  the  fiction 
of  a  sale,  so  as  to  include  a  larger  number  of  arpents,  but  the  usual  conditions  of  a  gratuity  are  exacted 
from  the  claimant. 

In  most  cases  where  there  are  petitions  and  grants  in  which  jjublic  services  are  stated  and  acknowl- 
edged to  have  been  rendered,  losses  sustained,  and  arrears  due  from  the  government;  yet  they  appear  to 
liave  been  set  forth  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  within  the  decree  of  November  22,  1806,  as  they 
almost  invariably  refer  ti:>  the  cnuditions  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  Morales,  dated  July  17,  1799,  and 
are  subj'ectt'd  to  all  the  formalities  and  restrictions  of  gratuitous  concessions. 

2.  A  GK.MciTv  includes  all  grants  made  upon  conditions  (if  paMurage,  and  clearing,  and  cultivation.  When 
there  is  neither  a  sale  at  auction  nor  a  jirice  taxed  and  iixed  by  ajypraisers,  there  is  every  reason  for  believing 
it  a  claim  of  this  description.  If  a  reference  is  expressly  made  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  ordi- 
nance or  regulations  of  Morales,  of  July  17,  1799,  its  character  as  a  gratuity  is  established  beyond  the 
reach  of  question.  Either  or  both  these  features  identify  the  claim  as  belonging  to  tin's  class.  Possessing 
either  of  these  characteristics,  if  losses,  public  services,  and  arrears  due  from  the  government  are  recited 
in  the  petition  or  grant,  it  is  done  as  already  observed,  barely  to  prove  that  the  petitioner  is  a  meritorious 
subject  and  entitled  to  tiie  land  as  contemplated  by  the  decree  of  November  22,  1806.  The  public  services, 
&c.,  are  mentioned  as  the  inducement  and  not  as  the  consideration  of  the  grant  or  concession. 
All  of  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted  li_y  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAM'L  E.  OVERTON. 

JOS.  M.  WHITE. 

CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 


GENERAL  REPORT  UPON  LARGE  GRANTS. 

We  have  already  shown  that  it  was  never  the  intention  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  dispose  of  his  roj'al 
domain  in  large  quantities,  agreoalily  to  the  rules  prescribed  to  his  subordinate  agents  in  his  transmarine 
provinces.  The  object  was  to  populate  and  improve  the  country,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  defend  and  protect 
itself  in  case  of  invasion;  and  the  rule  observed  in  relation  to  the  quantity  granted,  both  in  sales  and 
gratuities,  was  the  number  of  the  grantee's  beasts  to  be  pastured,  and  of  his  slaves  and  family  capable  of  culti- 
vating the  land.  This,  as  we  have  formerly  remarked,  was  intended  to  prevent  speculation  amongst 
individuals  and  the  subordinate  autliorities.  There  are  grants  for  public  services,  military  and  civil,  such 
as  exploring  and  discovery  of  mines.  Although  gratuities  have  sometimes  been  extended  under  Win  fiction 
of  a  sale,  yet  Intendant  Morales,  in  the  case  of  Santiago  Coleman,  declares  that  all  grants  of  this  descrip- 
tion appertain  to  his  Catholic  Majesty.  Both  the  intendant  and  sub-delegates  have,  in  some  cases,  made 
grants  of  this  description,  but  they  were  probably  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  King,  &c. 

But  there  appears  to  have  been  another  species  of  gratuitous  grant,  differing  in  some  particulars  from 
those  we  have  already  considered.  They  consisted  of  concessions  of  many  thousand  acres,  and  were 
made  to  individuals  upon  the  condition  that  a  large  number  of  families  were  to  be  settled  thereon  within 
a  given  period,  for  the  jiurposo  of  promoting  the  population  and  cultivation  of  the  country.  Such  were 
the  claims  of  Baron  Bastrop  and  Maison  Rongc,  in  Louisiana,  and  probably  Arrcdondo's,  in  East  Florida. 
None  have  been  presented  to  this  boai'd,  and  they  do  not  appear  to  come  witliin  tlie  purview  of  any  of 
Morales'  regulations.  They  seem  to  have  been  in  the  nature  of  spccicd  contracts  which  were  made  with  the 
intendant,  and  in  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  assent  of  the  King  himself  should  be  obtained 
to  give  them  validity.  In  the  case  of  Baron  Bastrop,  the  execution  of  the  contract  was  suspended  until 
the  decision  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  could  be  obtained;  and  that  made  with  Maison  Rouge  was  laid  before 
the  King  by  Mr.  Gardoqui,  who  procured  his  approval  of  all  its  parts  with  an  order  for  its  completion. 
There  are  other  large  claims  the  grants  of  which  are  made  immediately  hj  the  King,  such  as  those  of  the 
Duke  of  Alegon,  I)e  Vargas,  and  Count  Punon  Rostro. 

The  extent  of  the  ])tiwers  of  the  intendant  general,  and  governors,  and  commandants  of  posts,  the  last 
of  whom  were  denominated  sub-delegates,  are  not  perfectly  understood.  Tlie  ordinance  of  Ferdinand  the 
Sixth,  dated  in  1754,  forms  the  basis  of  all  regulations  upon  the  subject  of  lands,  but  we  have  been  unable 
to  procure  it.  AVe  regret  the  scarcity  of  our  materials,  arising  from  the  fact  that  there  are  very  few  who 
will  frankly  aid  one's  inquiries  into  the  municipal  and  political  jurisprudence  of  Spain,  and  that  the 
records  have  been  removed  from  the  country  in  violation  of  the  solenm  stipulation  of  the  treaty.  That 
their  powers  were  limited  is  proved  by  the  reference  made  to  the  King  in  the  cases  of  Bastrop,  Maison 
Rouge,  and  many  others.  In  consequence  of  our  being  at  a  loss  for  a  guide  in  determining  tlie  exact 
limitation  of  jjower  by  which  large  grants  were  made,  where  they  are  not  embraced  by  the  instructions 
of  Gayoso  or  the  regulations  of  Morales,  such  claims  should  bo  ratified  with  great  caution. 

It  is  in  grants  of  the  greatest  magnitude,  and  whose  titles  are  made  out  with  unusual  exactness,  that 
apprehensions  of  fraud  are  to  be  most  seriously  entertained.  The  poor  and  limited  claimant  is  very 
rarely  found  guilty  of  tliis  crime. 

The  amount  in  controversy  is  not  a  sufficient  inducement,  and  the  conditions  which  he  is  required  to 
perform,  and  which  must  be  establislied  by  proof,  is  in  most  cases  an  eflectual  preventive  of  imposition. 
We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  that  large  claimants  should  be  required  to  produce  the  law  or 
ordinance  which  authorized  such  a  grant  to  be  made.  They  are  bound  to  make  out  a  legal  or  equitable 
title,  and  such  a  one  as  would  have  been  recognized  as  valid  by  the  Spanish  government.  Where  the 
power  for  making  the  grant  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  instructions  of  Gayoso  or  the  regulations  of  Morales, 
and  the  claimant  is  unable  toprrtduce  it,  it  is  believed  then  to  become  a  matter  of  discretion  with  Congress 
whether  they  will  reject  such  claims,  or  to  what  extent  they  shall  be  confirmed.  Even  in  cases  where  the 
grant  purports  to  bo  a  complete  one,  and  to  have  received  the  ratification  of  the  intendant,  the  law  or 
ordinance  authorizing  it  to  be  made  ought  to  be  produced.     . 
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riidor  tlio  Spiinisli  p-ovcininent  the  intoiul;int  liiiiisel^cnulil  not  have  ni;ule  a  fi^rant  contrary  to  l;i\v 
whieh  wnuhl  have  been  re-^'ardctl;  Inr  it  is  a  iiriiici]de  dl"  iTic  civil  hiw  that  all  "patents,  orders,  A:c.,  r.iu- 
trary  to  (-((//i/ and  /a(r,  shall  not  be  executed,  and  the  judg-es  are  directed  tu  disre>;-ard  them."  lladtlic 
intendant  issued  sueli  a  grant,  it  would  have  been  acting'  without  the  jiale  of  his  powers,  ami  tin-  ciior 
would  have  been  corrected.  lie  was  dt'noininated  "a  sub-dcliyale  of  Ihi'  Kin(jf^  had,  no  doubt,  special  and 
limited  powers  coul'erred  on  him  when  acting  in  that  subordinat(!  capacity,  and  was  responsibh."  to  him 
for  the  fidelity  of  his  official  conduct.  This  principle  of  reponsibility  in  subordinate  ti  ibunals  is  observed 
and  enforced  in  all  governments. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  it  is  understood  that  the  intendant  was  bound  to  give  what 
was  called  a  residenlia,  or  an  account  of  his  administration.  This  was  received  by  a  law  officer  appointed 
by  the  crown,  and  was  tinally  determined  by  the  council  of  the  Indies.  On  these  occasions  all  abuses  of 
authority  were  corrected  and  grievances  redressed.  If  the  intendant,  governor,  &c.,  had  disregarded  the 
laws  and  ordinances,  the  appropriate  remedy,  it  is  believed,  was  administered. 

The  agents  of  Spain  being  under  the  e(}ntrol  of  the  law,  with  limited  and  restricted  powers,  any  act 
done  by  them  in  violation  of  laws  and  ordinances  must,  upon  every  principle  of  reasoning,  be  void  for 
want  of  power  and  jurisdiction.  If  the  local  authorities  have  mistaken  the  laws  and  ordinances,  or, 
regardless  of  res]K>nsibility,  in  consequence  of  their  great  distance  from  the  parent  State,  have  transcended 
their  powers,  such  acts  are  null  and  void,  and  they  could  not  be  legally  executed,  for  the  same  reason  that 
a  sheriff  could  not  be  justified  for  carrying  into  effect  an  illegal  mandate.  This  position  is  sustained  upon 
the  ground  that  there  is  a  want  of  authority  on  the  part  of  those  agents,  and  demonstrates  that  such  acts 
are  void  as  to  Spain,  no  matter  with  what  good  faith  they  may  have  been  executed.  The  United  States 
have  now  a  right  to  say  upon  this  subject  whatever  Spain  could  have  said,  not  what  sIk;  icould  say  by 
possibility.  They  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  which  could  have  been  exercised  bj-  the  King  of  Spain. 
Unless  the  grant  has  been  made  or  ratified  by  the  intendant,  if  the  claimant  cannot  show  the  law  under 
which  it  was  made,  and  it  is  evidently  contrary  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  to  which  we  have  access,  it  is 
a  fair  inference  that  the  grantor  exceeded  his  authority,  and  that  it  was  such  a  case  as  would  not  have 
been  approved  bj'  the  higher  and  superintending  tribunals.  .Vs  the  United  States  have  oidy  stipmlated  to 
ratify  all  grants  of  a  jiarticular  date,  made  by  "  his  Catholic  Majesty  or  his  lauful  authorities"  in  the 
Floridas,  Congress,  it  is  conceived,  can  reject  those  which  are  not  of  that  character,  as  would  have  been 
done,  no  doubt,  by  the  g'overnment  of  Spain. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  subnntted  bv  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SA.MUEL  K.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  -M.  WHITE. 
CRAVEN  r.  LUCKETT. 


No.  L 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  Jtihn  Forbes  &  Co.,  in  their  own  rigid,  and  as  surviving  partners  ami  successtirs 
of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  to  a  tract  of  laml  east  iif  Apalachicola  river,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida; 
filed  by  Octavius  Mitchell,  in  behalf  of  the  present  proprietors,  commonly  called  "  Forlies  &  Co.'s 
purchase,"  by  title  emanating  from  the  Spianish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conformitj'  to  the  provision  of  the  act  of  C(nigress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  Avithiu  the  territories  of  Florida,"  bj'  the  undersigned  ccjuiuiis- 
sioners,  to  wit: 

A  copy  of  a  letter  dated  New  Orleans,  February  21,  1799,  from  Cxovernor  Gayoso  de  Lemos  to  John 
Forbes,  (of  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,)  sympathizing  with  them  on  account  of  the  large  sums  of 
money  due  the  house  from  theTalapuche  Lidians,  and  the  little  hope  there  remains  of  recovering  the  same, 
unless  by  extraordinary  means,  the  niost  proliable  of  which  would  be  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  from 
said  Indians  irithin  the  limit^i  of  the  United  Slates;  desires  Mr.  F.  to  gather  on  this  important  subject  some 
information  al.)0ut  the  ultimate  views  of  that  government;  from  his  residence  of  ten  years  in  Louisiana, 
and  his  knowledge  of  public  transactions,  is  witness  to  the  honorable  conduct  of  said  house,  and  the 
repeated  }-mT)jfces  they  have  made  and  are  ever  ready  to  make  to  the  interests  of  his  Catholic  Majesty; 
that  his  predecessors  had  in  consequence  obtained  fi.ir  it  several  vahiahle  mercantile  ]vivileges,  which  would 
have  been  of  much  advantage  to  the  house,  but  that  the  vicissitudes  of  the  times  called  tl)r  new  indul- 
gences from  his  Majesty;  that  matters  being  in  this  state,  and  confident  that  that  house  would  never  engage 
in  anj-thing  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  his  royal  master,  he  woiUd  not  oppose  any  purchase  the  said 
house  might  make  in  the  Talapuche  nation  north  of  the  boundary  line  between  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States,  thinling  it  the  only  way  to  be  repaid  for  their  outstanding  debts,  which  would  otherwise  be  lost 
m  the  nation,  and  would  augment  their  difficulties;  and  that  the  said  house  had  no  other  views  than  to  sell 
the  lands  so  purchased  in  the  usual  way  for  the  purpose  of  being  so  repaid.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  certificate 
of  the  foregoing  original  letter,  by  Andres  Fernandez,  public  interpreter,  dated  Pensacola,  November  20, 
1806.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  of  Caso  Calvo,  dated  New  Orleans,  February  4,  1801,  to 
Mr.  John  Forbes,  acknowledging  the  reception  of  his  of  19th  January,  which  mentions  that  the  Seminole 
Indians  had  offered  the  house  lauds  upon  the  river  Ajialachicola,  as  those  they  had  formerly  oflered  were 
not  judged  acceptable.  The  letter  concludes  thus:  "I  do  not  know  to  what  to  attribute  the  failure  of  the 
order  of  the  intendancy  for  the  payment  of  the  §17,000,  relative  to  which  I  have  transmitted  an  official 
letter,  showing  the  irreparable  injury  which  must  accrue,  as  well  to  the  royal  treasury  as  to  your  house, 
if  this  aftair  be  not  settled  with  due  brevity."  Also,  a  copy  of  a  petition  from  James  Innerarity,  agent  of 
the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  begging  that,  in  consequence  of  offers  made  by  several  chiefs  of  the 
Seminole  Indians,  at  a  meeting  held  by  them  on  the  4th  of  June  last,  to  John  Forbes,  principal  partner 
and  director  of  the  house,  to  cede  to  it  a  portion  of  lands  occupied  by  said  Indians  in  the  district  of 
Apalachy  and  Apalachicola,  in  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  and  robberies  committed  by  them  in  the 
store  of  said  house,  established  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Mark's,  he  intends  to  send  an  agent  to  said 
tribe  to  endeavor  to  procure  a  cession  of  a  portion  of  said  lands  equivalent  to  the  said  losses.  The 
petitioner  shows  the  benefit  that  would  result  from  the  said  cession,  not  only  to  the  said  house,  but  also  to 
the  province  in  general,  by  having  the  said  lands  occupned  by  industrious  peojile  who  uill  be  interested  in 
cultivating  them,  and  in  a  great  measure  superseding  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  the  United  States,  as  at 
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present  happe.na,  for  the  siipji!;/  of  his  CaihoJie  MaJ<:-<fifs  troops,  and  emi  of  thn  irihahitants  of  Fensacola  and 
Mobile — almost  all  tlie  g-ood  lauds  beloiin-iiit;-  t^liu  iiidians.  The  petitioner,  therefore,  requests  permis.sion 
to  estal)lish  a  talk  on  this  liusine.ss  with  the  Indians,  and,  upon  a  cession  being  made,  that  the  same  may 
be  confirmed  and  secured  to  the  said  house,  for  it  to  dispose  of  tliem  to  its  advantage;  dated  Pensacola, 
January  5,  1804.  Also,  a  co])y  of  Governor  Folch's  )>ermission,  granted  on  condition  that  the  lands  so  ceded 
be  not  disposed  of  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  government;  Pensacola,  January  7,  1804.  Also, 
a  copyof  a  certificate  of  (iovernor  Polch,  stating  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Seminole  nation  who  had  signed 
the  above  appeared  before  him  on  the  20th  of  June  last,  and  they  having  taken  liim  by  the  liand  in  sign 
of  friendsliip,  among  either  things,  said,  that  one  of  their  motives  for  their  jcnirneying  hither  was  to  declare 
to  him  that  they  had  ceded  to  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  in  cnnseiiuence  of  the  great  debts  they 
had  contracted  in  tliat  house's  store,  lately  opened  in  Apalachy,  and  the  robberies  they  had  committed 
therein,  a  tract  of  land,  the  limits  of  winch  are  desigiuited  in  the  preceding  act  of  cession  and  sale; 
that  they  had  done  so  with  the  entire  knowledge  of  the  nation,  in  whose  name  they  signed  it.  This 
certificate,  signed  and  sealed  by  Polch  June  24,  1804,  and  countersigned  by  his  secretary,  Francisco 
Morejou.  Also,  a  copj^  of  a  certificate  of  Governor  Folch,  stating  that  in  a  full  assembly  of  the  principal 
chiefs  of  the  Tallapoosa  and  Seminole  Indian  nations,  held  in  this  place  on  the  3d  of  December  instant. 
King  Mauso,  or  Ilopoithle  Micco,  being  chief  orator,  he  declared  that,  with  the  general  consent  of  their 
nfltions,  they  had  confirmed  the  cession  of  land  made  in  May  last  to  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.;  that  they  had 
done  so  in  payment  of  the  debts  and  robberies  aforementioned,  and  luid  put  Mr.  James  Innerarity  in 
possession  of  the  land,  as  agent  of  the  said  house,  to  which  they  had  ceded  forever  all  right  they  formerly 
held  in  said  hinds,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  act,  which  they  had  signed  at  Achackweithle 
August  22.  1804.  This  certificate,  signed  and  sealed  by  Folch  December  5,  1804,  and  countersigned  bj'  his 
secretary,  Francisco  Jlorejdu;  also,  a  copy  of  the  act  of  cession  referred  to  above.  The  preamble  states 
the  heavy  debts  they  (the  subscribing  chiefs  of  the  Seminole  nation  met  in  junta)  owe  to  the  house  of 
Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.  for  g-oods  supplied  them  and  their  people  from  the  store  in  Apalachy,  and  the  robberies 
and  depredations  they  committed  on  two  occasions  on  the  store  of  said  house  in  Apalachj-,  headed  b}'  William 
Augustus  B(jwlcs — the  first  robbeiy  committed  in  January,  1192,  and  the  second  in  May,  1800;  and  they 
having  no  means  whatever  of  paying  said  losses,  except  by  ceding  to  said  house  a  portion  of  the  land.s 
they  occupy,  they  have  determined  to  give,  sell,  and  cede  to  said  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  by  way 
(if  cDrnpensatidii,  &c.,  a  district  of  land  of  which  they  are  at  present  owners  and  proprietors,  and  contained 
within  the  following  limits:  leaving  the  Apalachicola  river  five  miles  above  Estefaniulgee,  the  line 
runs  tlirough  the  hammock  of  said  river  and  the  adjacent  pine  barren,  in  a  direction  E.  and  E.SE.  more 
than  three  miles,  till  it  meets  with  the  principal  path  from  Estefaniulgee  to  the  nation;  then  follow  said 
]iath  N.  and  N.NE.  eleven  miles  and  a  half  or  twelve  miles  to  the  spot  where  the  path  from  Micasuky  to 
Estafamulgee  separates  from  the  other;  thence  the  line  runs  along  the  same  path  of  Micasuky  E.  three 
miles  and  a  half  to  a  ravine;  thence  along  the  same  path  E.  and  NE.  by  E.  two  miles  and  a  half  to  another 
ravine;  thence  still  along  the  same  path  NE.  and  E.  above  a  mile,  till  the  junction  with  the  path  of  Ocheesee, 
alias  that  of  John  Mealby,  to  Apalachy;  thence  running  the  same  in  a  direction  SE.  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  to  the  river  Tdlogie;  thence  still  along  the  same  E.  four  miles  and  three-quarters,  till  the  spot  where 
the  path  of  John  Mealby  to  Apalachy  separates;  thence  the  line  follows  the  path  of  Micasuky  (which  might 
more  ]u-(iperly  be  called  the  path  of  Ocheesee  to  Anacheeler)  E.  by  N.  one  mile  and  a  quarter  to  the  extremity 
of  a  hammock;  thence  along  the  same  path  NE.  and  E.NE.  one  mile  and  a  half  to  four  pine  trees  marked 
with  crosses;  here  leaving  the  path  the  line  runs  through  the  hammock,  and  crosses  two  ravines  NE.  by 
E.  one  mile  and  thirty-six  chains,  till  it  meets  with  a  path  from  Anaeheela  to  the  south;  crossing  said  path 
for  fifty-eight  chains,  it  follows  the  same  direction  through  the  hammock,  and  crosses  another  ravine  till  it 
meets  witli  amither  path  leading  from  Anaeheela  to  Micasuky,  at  a  distance  of  one  measured  mile  from 
Anaeheela;  thence  following  said  patli,  whose  directions  vary  between  SB.  and  NE.,  three  miles,  till  a  spot 
where  a  path  separates  leading  to  the  south;  leaving  this  last  ])ath,  and  still  following  the  former  along 
which  we  came,  the  line  runs  through  it  in  a  direction  E.  and  E.NE.  a  mile  and  a  half  tti  a  ravine;  thence 
running  in  the  same  path  NE.  by  N.  one  mile,  till  its  junction  with  Thompson's  path,  which  comes  from  the 
N\V.;  thence  following  the  same  path,  here  called  Thompson's  path,  SE.  by  S.  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  till 
Little  river;  thence  following  the  same  path  NE.  by  E.,  E.NE.,  and  E.  one  mile,  till  the  spot  where  the  path 
of  Alicasuky  separates;  thence  it  follows  always  the  same  path  of  Thompson's  SE.  by  E.  one-third  of  a  mile 
to  a  ravine;  thence  always  in  the  same  path  in  various  directions  between  SE.  and  NE.  two  miles  and  a 
half  to  another  ravine;  crossing  which,  it  goes  in  a  direction  S.  still  along-  the  same  path  one  mile  and  a 
half  to  the  river  Ocklockney;  tiience  along  the  same  path  in  various  directions  between  S.  and  E.  eighteen 
miles  to  the  extremity  of  the  hammock  on  the  river  AVakhulla,  where  two  pine  trees  are  marked  with 
crosses  at  one  mile  distance  from  the  house  of  John  Keimaire;  thence  crossing  the  hammock  and  a  ravine, 
it  runs  S.  by  E.  sixty-four  chains;  thence  S.SE.  to  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross,  sixteen  chains;  thence  E.SE. 
sixty-fijur  chains,  and  thence  E.NE.  ninety-six  chains,  to  the  road  which  leads  from  the  house  of  Keimaire 
to  Fort  St.  Mark's;  thence  it  runs  crossing  the  road  forty-six  chains  N.NE.  to  the  river  AVakhulla,  the 
channel  of  which  forms  the  boundary  as  far  as  the  sea  to  the  east  in  the  same  manner  as  the  great  channel 
of  the  river  Ajialachicola,  from  its  mouth  to  five  miles  above  Estefamulgoe,  forms,  with  a  part  of  the 
above  line,  the  limits  to  the  west,  anil  the  high  seas  beyond  all  the  islands  on  the  coast,  from  the  limits  to 
the  south  throughout  all  its  course  by  land,  except  a  spot  one-third  of  a  mile  adjacent  to  the  hammock  of 
the  river  Apalachicola,  which,  being  a  thick  swamp  and  full  of  water  and  mud,  was  impenetrable;  the 
line  is  very  visible,  the  trees  being  all  marked.  "And  by  these  ])resents  we  cede,  concede,  give,  sell,  and 
transfer  to  the  said  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  their  heirs,  executors,  assigns,  and  administrators,  in 
our  name  and  in  that  of  all  our  people,  the  aforesaid  district  of  land  contained  within  the  limits  afore- 
described,  to  lie  by  them,  their  heirs,  executors,  assigns,  and  administrators,  held  and  possessed  in  full  right 
and  entire  i^roperly;  and  we,  the  undersigned  chiefs,  in  our  name,  and  in  that  of  our  heirs  and  descendants, 
in  our  name,  and  in  that  of  our  people  of  the  before-mentioned  Seminole  nation,  renounce  and  abandon  all 
and  every  right  which  we  have  till  now  held  or  possessed  in  the  said  district  of  lands  to  the  said  Panton, 
Leslie  &  Co.,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns;  and  we  will  maintain  and  defend  the  said 
Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  their  heirs,  &c.,  in  the  /«/  land  complete  dominion  and  }Mssession  of  the  aforesaid  dis- 
trict of  land,  contained  within  the  aforedescribed  limits  at  this  time  by  us  ceded,  given,  bestowed,  sold,  and 
translerred,  against  all  and  whaiBoever  person  or  persons  from  henceforth  and  forever.  In  witness  whereof, 
we  heridiy  sign  this  instrument  in  the  town  of  Cheeskatalofa,  May  25,  1804. — (Here  follows  the  marks  of 
twenty-two  chiefs,  and  the  signature  of  William  llambly,  "  interpreter.")  Also,  a  copy  of  the  act  of  confir- 
mation.   It  states,  that  whereas  the  chiefs  and  principal  men  of  the  Seminole  Indians  met  at  Cheeskatalofa, 
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May  25,  IS04,  and  agToed  uiiaiiimuusly  to  ocilc  tn  the  linu.se  of  J'aiituM,  Leslie  dc  Co.,  in  ciiii]|ieiisatiiiii  fur 
sumlry  I'obliei'ies,  (as  albrciiieiitiouod,)  a  tract  of  land,  lioundi'd,  itc,  tVc;  and  wlierraK  an  instriniicnt,  of 
Cdncessiiin,  sale,  and  cession  of  the  same  was,  on  the  25th  of  May  afiicsaid,  sij;-ned  liy  the  Inlhiwinj;-  chiefs 
of  the  said  luition. — (Here  follows  the  names  of  twenty-twn  chiefs  who  si_i;-ned.  )  .\nd  whereas,  im  tlic  2nih 
of  June  following',  the  same  was  ratified  and  declared  by  the  said  chiefs  Ijefure  I'mi  \'incente  F(j|ch,  unvennii-, 
&c.,  to  he  their  unanimous  and  s[iontane(ius  act,  in  virtue  of  which  they,  in  their  nwn  nioiic  :iiid  llml  of  the 
Seminole  nation,  whom  they  re|)resented,  and  their  descendants,  renounced  entiirl\  in  f;uiir  of  I'.uitnn, 
Leslie  &  Cii.,  on  account  of  the  aforementioned  motives,  all  their  right  and  pretensiims  to  the  saiil  land,  iVc. 
And  whereas  Mr.  James  Innerarity,  one  of  the  partners  of  said  house,  has  come,  iji  viiiue  nf  said  cession, 
personally  to  this  place  in  the  name  of  and  representing  said  house,  to  take  possessimi  of  said  lamls;  and 
in  order  to  do  so  with  more  notoriety  and  solemnity,  and  that  saiil  (■(tncc^sinn  nunj  hi-  nmrr  nm/ili/  r.,i>iiriiiril 
and  fiiiaUy  relieved  from  all  altercation  and  dispute,  he  has  convoked  a  meeting  of  the  i-liiefs  of  the  jjower 
Creeks  and  Seminole  nations  to  meet  him  at  this  place  for  the  afurenientioned  oliject.  lie  it  tlieref..re 
known,  to  all  to  whom  it  may  or  doth  concern,  that  we,  the  undersigned  chiefs  and  principal  njeii  of  the 
Lower  Creek  and  Seminole  nations,  having'  in  conseijuence  met  in  full  assembly  at  this  place,  have  unani- 
mously agreed,  and  by  this  instrument  of  writing'  solemnly  contirm  in  every  sense  and  manjier.  and  in  ail 
its  ()arts,  the  aforesaid  donation  and  cession  of  the  said  lands,  &c.;  and  that  the  same  niay  remain  and  b(; 
maintained  valid  to  I'anton,  Leslie  &  Co.  from  henceforth  and  forever,  we  have  this  day  solemnly  ceded 
and  granted  possession  of  them  to  their  partner,  Mr.  James  Innerarity,  deputed  to  thai  elfect;  and  we 
bind  and  ol)lige  ourselves  and  our  descendants  to  maintain  anil  defend  him  and  them  in  lull  and  pacilic 
possession  of  the  said  lands  ag'ainst  all  persons  whatsoever,  from  iienceforth  and  forever.  In  witness 
whereof,  we  set  our  marks.  Done  at  Achackweithle,  on  the  river  Apalachicola,  this  22d  day  of  August, 
1804,  in  presence  of  William  Hambly  and  Thomas  Miller,  interpreters. — (Hero  follows  the  marks  of  thirty- 
three  chiefs.)  Also,  a  copy  of  a  statement  of  losses  sustained  by  the  robberies  of  the  Indians  in  Apalacliy, 
January  Id,  l"i)2,  viz: 

Amount  of  inventory  of  goods  existing  in  Apalacliy  Novemlier  1,  1791,  in- 
cluding' one-quarter  per  cent,  on  the  g'oods £5,550  IG     9 

Amount  of  invoice  of  November  1,  1791,  with  four  per  cent,  to  cover  charges.       1,239   15     3 

£6,790  12  0 

Sold  from  the  store  from  November  1,  1791,  to  January  16,  1792,  by  account 

taken  froni  the  books  hj  R.  Leslie,  with  four  per  cent.,  in  order  to  agree 

with  the  inventory  and  invoice 564   11     Sh 

Preserved  since  the  robbers  %vere  expelled,  according'  to  inventory  taken  the 

16th  of  March  by  R.  Leslie,  with  four  per  cent 623     1    10^ 

1,187  13     7 
In  the  inventory  of  November,  1791,  were  included  the  cattle,  horses, 
hogs,  poultry,  negroes,  &c.,  of  which  were  preserved — 

60  head  of  cattle,  at  64s £192     0  0 

10  hogs,  at  40s 20     0  0 

2  dozen  hens,  at  1  Is.  od 1     2  6 

18  horses,  at  90.-- 81     0  0 

Negroes,  according  to  inventory 857     0  0 

15  old  trunks  and  a  press  filled  with  peltry,  according  to  invoice 42  10  0 

Perogue,  boat  chalan,  &c.,  per  invoice 29     1  0 

AH  the  peltry,  per  invoice 1,486  12  0 

House  furniture,  per  invoice 5     0  0 

Plate  and  silks  charged  to  Perrymun's  wife,  with  four  per  cent 74   14  1 

H.  Smith  charged  to  Barnet  this  sum,  recovered  according  to  day-book  ....  135   14  8 

Omissions,  &c 4     3  2 

£4,116  11     0 

Loss  in  pounds  sterling 2,674     1     0 

By  amount  of  actual  loss  by  the  preceding  statement £2,674  1  0 

100  bushels  of  corn  omitted,  bought  between  the  1st  of  November  and  the  16th  of  January.  30  0  0 

Expenses  incurred  at  the  fort  for  provisions  for  Indians  and  others  assisting  us,  and  our 

own  livins: 100  0  0 


2,804     1     0 


We  certify  that  the  preceding  account  is  a  true  statement  of  the  loss  sustained  by  Panton,  Leslie  & 
Company  from  the  robber  Bowles  and  his  followers.     Apalacliy,  June  24,  1792. 

ROBERT  LESLIE. 
EDWARD  FOSTER. 
JOHN  INNERARITY. 

Pensacola,  West  Florida,  June  2,  1799.  Before  nie,  Don  Vincente  Folch  y  Juan,  governor,  &c., 
appeared  William  Panton,  partner  of  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Company,  who,  having  been  duly 
sworn,  declared  that  the  preceding  is  a  true  and  just  statement  of  the  loss  sustained  by  him  and  his 
partners,  (at  that  time,)  John  Leslie  and  Thomas  Forbes,  by  a  partj'  of  freebooting  Indians,  at  whose 
head  was  the  notorious  William  Augustus  Bowles,  and  a  number  of  the  chiefs  of  the  villages  of  Cowetas, 
Broken  Arrow,  Hitchetas,  Ufales,  Chichas,  and  inhabitants  of  the  ))oint  named  Ousutches;  which  robbery 
was  committed  ou  or  about  January  16,  1792.  •   And  the  deponent  further  declared — ■ 

VOL.  IV 21  c 
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April  27,  1792.  For  14  head  of  cattlo  more  tlum  was  iiicludccl  in  the  statomont  seen  and  counted 

thi.s  day  by  K.  Leslie,  6is.  per  cent £44  16 

For  12  horses,  ditto,  at  'JOs 54  00 

For  12  head  of  cattle  seen  at  Micasiiky,  64.s- 12   16 

For  2  head  of  cattle  seen  at  Burg-ess'"  house,  of  which  we  have  received  one 6  08 

For  a  mare  and  a  saddle  recovered  of  IL  Smith 5  00 


123  00 
Loss  actually  sustained  this  day  in  jiounds  sterling 2,681  01 


2,804  01 


That  the  foregoing-  statement  was  made  by  the  clerks  residing  on  the  spot  at  tlie  time  the  robbery 
was  conmiitted,  and  tlTat  it  was  certified  by  them  on  June  24,  1792,  as  above.  And  he  further  declares 
that  the  said  sum  of  dE.'2,681  01s.  was  really  lost  by  him  and  his  said  partners  on  account  of  the  said 
robberies   and  that  no  part  thereof  has  since  then  been  recovered. 

WILLIAM  PANTON. 
VINCENTE  FOLCH. 
Witnesses:  Matias  Cervera. 
Felippe  Prieto. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  statement  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  robbery  committed  on  the  store  in  Apalachy 
in  May,  1800,  by  the  Indians  under  the  conduct  of  Bowles: 

Value  of  goods,  houses,  negroes,  cattle,  &c.,  existing  in  our  possession  at  the 

time  of  the  robbery,  including  the  brig  Sheerwater,  which  transported 

them  from  Pensacola $16,549  06| 

Expenses  in  rei)airing  the  Sheerwater  for  the  damage  done   to  her  while  in 

possession  of  Bowles  and  his  Indians $672  07 

Detention  of  said  brig  from  May  18  until  November  11,  1800,  during  which 

time  it  was  either  in  Bowles'  possession  or  detained  at  Pensacola  for 

repairing  its  damages,  live  months  and  twenty-four  days,  at  $500  per 

montli " 2,900  00 

A  mulatto  and  a  negro  boy  belonging  to  said  brig,  carried  off  by  Bowles. . . .  800  00 

4,372  07 


To  deduct  the  value  of  goods  and  negroes  recovered  at  the  retaking  of  Fort 


20,922  053 


St.  Mark's 4,868  02J 


Loss 16,054  03 


Pensacola,  West  Florida,  August  25,  1802.  Before  me,  Don  Vincente  Folch  y  Juan,  governor,  &c., 
and  two  assisting  witnesses,  appeared  John  Forbes,  a  partner  of  the  house  of  Panton  Leslie  &  Co.,  and 
James  Innerarity,  a  clerk  in  tlie  same  house,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn,  declared  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  true  and  just  statement  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.  in  a  robbery  com- 
mitted on  their  stores  in  the  mouths  of  April  and  May,  1800,  by  a  party  of  freebooting  Indians,  at  whose 
head  was  the  notorious  William  Augustus  Bowles,  and  a  number  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Oakfuskies,  Otassies, 
Cowetas,  Casitas,  Chickas,  Talassess,  Eauckeechcs,  and  Micasukies,  and  that  no  part  of  said  loss  has 
been  since  recovered. 

JOHN  FORBES. 
JAMES  INNERARITY. 

Witnesses:  Francisco  Morejou.  VINCENTE  FOLCII. 

ESTEVAN    FoLCH. 

Translation  of  the  above  documents  by  Andres  Fernandez,  public  interpreter.  Also,  a  copy  of  a 
detailed  statement  of  sums  due  by  various  Indian  dealers  and  factors  of  the  Seminoles  to  the  house  of 
Panton,  Leslie  &  Company,  in  Apalachy,  until  the  end  of  the  year  1800,  exclusive  of  interest,  which  sums 
never  were  paid:  §19,157  01, 

Errors  and  omissions  excepted. 

PANTON,  LESLIE  &  CO. 

_  Also,  a  copy  of  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co. 
during  and  on  account  of  the  proceedings  held  with  the  Indians  (Seminoles)  in  Pensacola,  as  well  as  in 
Apalachicola,  for   the   cession  and  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  payment  of  the  robberies  committed  on  their 
store  by  said  Indians,  and  otiier  matters  therein  contained,  amount  to  $2,136  04|. 
Errors  and  omissions  cxceiited. 

PANTON,  LESLIE  &  CO. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  recapitulation  of  the  loss  experienced  by  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Company,  (as 
above  detailed:) 

Amount  of  the  robbery  committed  on  the  store  in   Apalachy,  January   16, 

1792,  as  appeared  by  the  statement  on  oath  of  Wm.  Panton,  before  Don 

Vincente  Folch,  June  2,  1799,  £2,681  01s.,  at  4s.  6f/.  per  dollar $11,915  06J 

Interest  on  said  amount,  at  six  per  cent,  yearly,  from  January  16,  1792,  to 

August  22,  1804,  at  which  date  the  chiefs  agreed  to  sell  and  concede  the 

lauds  to  the  house,  twelve  years  seven  months   and  six  days 9,000  02J 

Carried  forward 20,924  00| 
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Brous'lit  lorward §-20,i)2-l:  00| 

Amount  of  the  robbery  on  the  store  in  Apalacby,  in  ^^,■ly,  1800,  as  appears  liy 

the  statement  made  on  oath  by  John  Forbes  and  James  Iniierarity  belbro 

Don  Vineente  Folch  and  two  assistant  witnesses,  August  25,  1802 l('i,i'''l   •'•' 

Interest  on   tliis  snni,   at  six  per  eent.  jier  annum,  iVom  Jiay   31,  1800,  until 

August  22,  1804 ■ 4,072  03^ 

Amount  of  debts  due  by  diflerent  Indian  dealers  to  the  store,  to  the  end  of  thi' 

year  1800,  as   appears    by  the   statement  taken   from   the   books  of  sai<l 

"stores  by  James  Innerarity,  resident  elerk  at  that  time  in  Apahieliy $119,157  01 

Interest  on  this   sum,  at  six  per  eent.  per  annum,  from  Deeemljer  31,    ls(M), 

until  the  said  Au<;-ust   22,  1804,    three  years  seven  months  ami  tweiitv- 

two  days ' ' 4,180  00 

23,340  01 


Expenses  incurred   on  account  of  the  ditTerent   ciuigresses  held  by  the  Scmi- 

nolcs,  relative  to  the  cession  and  sale  of  said  land,  &c 2, lot)  04| 


06,533  05 


Errors  and  omissions  excepted. 


PAXTON,  LESLIE  &  CO. 


Also,  a  copy  of  the  act  of  ascertaining  the  lioundary  line,  which  states  that,  whereas  at  a  meeting  of 
the. chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Seminole  nations,  held  at  Chickatalofa,  May  25,  1804,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  by  the  same  to  cede  a  certain  portion  of  land  belonging  to  said  nation  to  the  house  of  Panton, 
Leslie  &  Co.,  in  compensation  for  the  losses,  &c.,  the  limits  of  which  land  are  described  in  the  instrument 
of  writing  signed  and  delivered  by  the  kings  and  chiefs  assembled  in  Junto  at  Achackweithle,  on  the 
river  Apalachicola,  August  22,  1804,  to  the  said  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.;  the  said  cession  of  land 
was  resolved,  decreed,  and  conlirmed,  and  possession  given  of  them,  in  the  name  of  the  said  nations,  to 
James  Innerarity,  partner  of  said  house,  with  a  few  variations  and  restrictions  in  the  limits  to  the  north 
and  east  only  added,  and  which  are  detailed  according  to  the  best  information  about  said  lands  which 
was  at  that  time  to  be  liad  in  the  instrument  of  writing  which  on  that  occasion  they  signed  and  delivered 
to  James  Innerarity. 

And  whereas,  in  a  full  junto  of  said  nations,  held  at  Pensacola  December  3,  1804,  the  said  cession 
was  before  the  governor,  Don  Vineente  Folch,  soleujuly  ciinfirmed  by  a  large  concourse  of  kings,  chiefs, 
and  warriors  then  present;  and  whereas  it  was  then  resolved  to  send  a  certain  niniiber  of  chiefs  to  accom- 
pany Mr.  James  Innerarity,  when  they  should  think  proper,  for  the  better  ascertaining  and  marking  the 
boundary  line  of  said  cession,  so  as  to  be  seen  and  distinguished  by  all:  be  it  therefore  known,  that  we, 
the  undersigned,  kings,  chiefs,  and  warriors  named  by  the  aforesaid  nations,  and  our  own  towns,  have,  at 
the  citation  of  Mr.  Jfames  Innerarity,  accompanied  him  along  said  line,  which  we  have  distinctly  ascer- 
tained, according  to  the  order  of  said  junto  of  Achackweithle  and  Pensacola,  and  have  marked  the  same 
in  such  a  visible" manner  that  it  may  be  easily  seen  by  all,  and  is  as  follows:  (Sec  limits  copied  in  first 
and  second  sheet.)  And  this  line,  so  marked  and  thus  described,  we  declare,  iu  the  name  of  our  nations, 
to  be  the  true  boundary  line  of  the  land  ceded  iu  the  aforementioned  junto  to  tlie  house  of  Panton, 
Leslie  &  Co.,  and  conseciuently  the  limits  between  our  nations  and  the  wliite  people  in  these  parts.  As 
such,  we  order  that  it  may  be  by  all  our  people  held  and  respected  henceforth  and  forever.  Given  at 
St.  Mark's,  Apalacby,  in  ttie  presence  of  the  commandant  of  said  post,  Don  Ignacio  Balderas,  and  the 
subscribing  witnes.ses,  August  2,  180(5.  (Marks  of  eleven  chiefs.)  Certified  by  Don  Ignacio  Balderas. 
Interpreters:  Thomas  Miller,  Juan  Antonio  Sandobal.  Witnesses:  Felippe  Prieto,  Diego  de  Barrios, 
Lorenzo  Vitrian.  We,  the  undersigned,  declare  that,  although  we  were  not  present  at  the  running  of 
this  boundary,  wo  acknowledge  and  agree  to  its  exactness  and  accuracy,  and  therefire  sign  the  jiresent 
before  the  commandant  of  this  fort  and  three  assistant  witnesses.  (Four  marks  of  chiefs.)  Certified  by 
Ignacio  Balderas;  witness,  Diego  de  Barrios. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  petition  of  John  Forbes  to  Governor  Folch,  dated  Novemljer  28,  180(3,  stating  tliat, 
in  consequence  of  all  the  formalities  of  the  cession,  and  ascertaining  the  boundaries  of  the  land  having 
been  gone  through,  if  his  excellency  finds  the  documents  conformable  to  law,  he  begs  that  he  will  inter- 
pose his  authority  in  due  form,  in  order  to  ratify  tlie  said  cession,  and,  making  use  of  the.  authority  which 
the  King  has  conferred  on  him,  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  said  land  in  his  royal  name,  on  the 
conditions  expressed  in  the  decree  of  January  7,  1804,  depositing  the  original  docunients  in  the  archives 
of  the  general  government  of  this  province,  and  giving  him  a  summary  extract  of  the  pieces  composing 
the  same,  to  serve  him  at  all  times  as  a  title  in  form.  Also,  a  decree  of  Governor  Folch,  dated  at  Mobile, 
November  28,  180(i,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner;  all  which  foregoing  documents  are  certified  by 
Don  Francisco  Maximiliano  ile  San  Masent,  political  and  military  governor,  ad  inlerim,  (if  West  Florida, 
to  be  true  copies  of  the  original  proceedings,  followed  up  by  Don  James  Inmn-arity  ami  John  Forbes,^ 
agents  of  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  (Jo.,  in  order  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  the  cession  ot 
lands  made  to  them  by  the  Creek  and  Seminole  nations  of  Indians  in  com)>ensation  for  debts  they  hud 
contracted  with  said  house.  In  witness  whereof,  the  present  is  signed  by  me,  sealed  with  my  arms,  and 
countersigned  (and  countersigned)  by  the  secretary  of  this  government,  at  Pensacola,  December  20,  1811. 
Francisco  Maximo  de  San  Maxent,  Pablo  de  Larin.  Also,  an  original  confirmation,  i.ir  title  in  iorni,  given 
by  Governor  Folch,  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  government,  and  dated  December  3,  180(),  at 
Mobile,  which  reads  in  the  wcVrds  following,  tij  wit:"  "Whereas  Mr.  James  Innerarity,  agent  of  the  house 
of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  eMaUiahed  in  the  procince,  with  royal  approbation,  for  the  jjurjio.-^e  of  trading  irtth  the 
Indians  since  the  year  1785,  represented  to  me  bj'  a  petition  dated  January  5,  1804,  that,  in  order  to  iollow 
up  the  oflers  made  at  a  general  congress  of  the  Indians  held  in  the  nation  in  the  nionth  of  June,  1803,  by 
several  chiefs  of  the  Seminole  tribe,  and  to  John  Forbes,  principal  partner  and  director  in  the  said  house 
of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  that  they  would  cede  in  its  favor  a  portion  of  their  lands  between  the  district  ..f 
Apalachy  and  Apalachicola,  in  payment  of  the  del>t  they  had  contracted,  and  the  roliberies  conmiitted  by 
them  on  the  stores  of  said  house 'established  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  St.  Mark's,  declaring  to  nu^  at 
the  same  time  his  intention  of  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  bringing  about  the  said  cession,  and  to  culti- 
vate, and  to  cauite  to  l>e  cultivated,  tjy  industrious  persons,  the  land  so  obtained,  concluding-  by  beseeching  me  to 
grant  him  a  permission  to  establish  a  talk,  or  set  a  negotiation  on  foot  with  the  Indians  on  this  business; 
and,  that  his  object   being   obtained,  I  should  secure   to  the  house  the  possession  of  the  lands  ceded,  in 
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order  to  dispose  of  them  as  miylit  be  found  most  convenient;  and  considering  that  the  petition  is  not 
contrary  to  our  laws,  nor  in/rinrjes  in  any  manner  the  right  and  sovereignty  of  our  Catholic  monarch,  (wliom 
God  preserve;)  and  that  it  being  also  one  of  the  terms  and  conditions:  in  the  establishment  of  said  house  that  the 
government  should  facilitate,  as  much  as  possibly  it  could,  the  recovery  of  the  debts  pending  between  the  Indians 
and  the  said  house,   (which  is  also   proved  by  the  original  letters  presented  to  me  by  the  said  James 
Innerurity,  written   by  the  Brigadier  Don   Manuel   Gayoso  de  Lemos  and  the  Marquis  do  Caso  Oalvo, 
governors  general,  that  were  of  the  ceded  province  of  Louisiana,)  in  which  it  is  to  be  gathered  that  their 
excellencies  were  willing  and  gave  their  consent  to  any  purchase  of  lands  that  the  said  house  might 
make  of  the  Indians,  with  the  intent  of  recovering  its  outstanding  debts  and  the  losses  occasioned  by 
the  robberies  CDinmitted   by  the  adventurer   William  A.   Bowles;   I  therefore  decreed,   January   7,   as 
follows:   "Granted  the  petitioner's  request,  it  being  understood  that  the  land  he  may  obtain  from  the 
Indians  cannot  l>e  disposed  of  icithout  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  this  government."     And  it  resulting  from 
the   instrument   of  cession   that   the  chiefs    and   principal   men   of  the  Talapoosa   and   Seminole   nations 
assenibleil  in  juntci  at  the  town   of  Chiekatalofa,   May  2.5,   1804,  who  affixed   their  marks  and  signed: 
Yiiiialia  Emathia,   Wiiliain  rerryman,   Talahaya  Mico.    Tustanagy,   Ohupco,   Hapayoli  Mico,   Cosa  Micco, 
Thomas  I'erryman,  Taskanagy,  Ilojioy  Ilacho,  I'anas  Mico,  John  Meally,  Cacho  Tustanagy,  Oheles  Enyha, 
Pawas  Ilachii.  Jucliu  Mico,  ^lusquito  Jack,  James  Ferryman,  Yfa  Tustunagy,  Talaysa  Emathle,  Tastanagy 
Mico,  YohuUa  Mico,  Ufule  Tustanagy  Mico,  Efau  Ten  Kinca,  Hulleechee,  ratified  the  first  writing  in  my 
presence,  the  20th  June  following,  as  appeans  l)y  my  certificate  of  the   32d;  and  the  second  writing  in   a 
full  assembly  of  the  same  chiefs  and  others  present  at  it,  at  Achackweithle,  the  22d  August  of  the  same 
year;  confirmed  in  Peiisacola,  before  me,  the  3d  December  following,  as  appears  by  ni_v  certificate  of  the 
5th  of  same  month,  with  the  marks  and  signatures  wiiieli  fallow,  of  the  same  cliiefs:  Ilopoy  Hacho  de 
Totolosee  Talofa,  great  orator  of  the  Seminoles,  Hothepacio,  Tustanagy  do  Totolosee  Talofa,  Ilopoy  Mico  do 
Ockmulgeeclice,  Tustanagy  Mico  de  idem,  Kecknecha  Thlucco  de  Cheeyalia,  Emathle  Thlucco  de  idem,  Mico 
Nupumice  de  Cussita,  Yaiiulla  Emathle  de  Chiekatalofa,  Tankaya  Mico  de  Osootchie,  Ochu  Tustanagy  de 
Ocliu,  Yahulla  Mico  de  Usulles,  Albania  Tustanagy  de  Usallis,  Tasikaya  Hudjo  de  Ocheesee,  Niha  Mico  de 
Achundga,  Tustanagy  Hudjo  de  Tochtohiethle,   Ninnywaguchee  de  Tocktowheithle,  Tustanagy  de  Pala- 
chucklie,  Yohulla  Emathle,  alias  John  Meally  de  Ocheesee,  Hopoy  Hudjo,  for  Copixtses  Mico  de  Micasuky, 
Tustanagay  Ilopoy  for,  alias.  Little  Prince  of  Cowetas,  Coweta  Tustanagy  de  Cowetas,  Nicha  Ilodgee  de 
Cowetas,  Ocheesee  Mico  de  Yawallee,  Ilopayok  Hudjo  do  Yawallee,   Mico  Tococksy,  alias  Hatas  Mico, 
Hopayok  Mico  de  Tawassee,  Folka  Tustanagy  de  Wifalatha,  Efau  Tustanagy  de  Micasuky  for  Hopoy  Hadjo, 
Pawas  Mico  de  Ocoleyokony,  Tustanagy  Chupco  de  Ennessee,  Tasikaya  Mico  de  idem,  Tustanagy  Cliupco 
de  Tamathle,   Halleneechu,  king  of  Tamathle,  Tuskinia,  lieutenant  of  Chafoackcheefalee,  sent" by  King 
Manso  in  his  stead,  and  by  the  two  interpreters,  Tiioinas  Miller  and  William  Hambly;  at  wliich  ratification, 
in  Pensacola,  was  orator  King  Manso,  alias  Ilopoithle  Mico,  who,  taking  up  the  discourse,  declared  to  me 
that,  with  the  general  cousent  of  his  nations,  they  had  confirmed  the  cessi(jn  of  lands  made  in  May  last 
to  the  house  of  Panton,   Leslie  &  Co.,  the   limits  of  which  they  had  designated  with  more  precision 
in  the  last  writing;  that  they  had  made  said  cession  in  payment  of  the  robberies  they  had  committed 
and  the  debts  they  liad  contracted  on  and  in  the  store  of  St.  Mark's,  of  Apalachy;  and  that  they  had 
given  possession  to  Mr.  James  Innerarity  in  the  name  of  the  said  house  of  Panton,  Lcsli(.'  &  Co.,  to  whom 
they  had  ceded  fVirever  all   right  which  they  fiirmerly  held  in  the  said  lands,  in  token  of  which  they  had 
signed  and  put  their  marks  to  both  writings;  and  as  it  appears  by  the  accounts,  statements,  and  recapitu- 
lations general,  wliicli  arc  found  in  the  same  documents,  that  the  robberies,  losses,  and  expenses  incurred 
by  the  said^  house  till  the  31st  October  last,  amounts  to  $66,533  5  reals,  and  that  on  the  part  of  those 
interested  fresh  steps  were  taken  to  designate  the  limits,  and  that  the  said  chiefs,  principal  men,  and 
warriors  of  the  Seminole  nations  appointed  deputies  to  be  present  at  said  designation;  anil  that  those  met 
in  junto  at  Fort  St.  Mark's,  of  Apalachy,  the  2d  <if  August  of  this  year,  presided  by  Don  Ignacio  Balderas, 
commandantof  said  fort,  with  three  assistant  witnesses,  Don  Felippe  Prieto,  Don  Diego  Barrios,  and  Don 
Loren/.o  Vitriaii,  and  interpreters  Thomas  Miller  and  Juan  Sandoval;  and  said  junto,  agreeable  to  the 
former  stipulation  that  a  certain  number  of  chiefs  should  accompany  said  James  Innerarity  or  his  agent 
when  it  should  be  found  convenient,  for  the  better  ascertaining  and  marking  the  boundary  line  of  the  said 
cession  of  lands,  so  as  to  be  visible  and  known  to  all,  the  said  chiefs,  principal  men,  and  warriors  deputed 
acknowledged  that  the  same  had  been  done  to  tlieir  entire  satisfaction,  and  declared  before  the  said  Don 
Ignacio  Balderas,  in  the  names  of  their  nations  and  as  deputies  appointed  by  them,  that  they  had  accom- 
panied James  Innerarity  in  the  line  and  designations  of  boundary  in  the  following  manner. — (See  limits 
and  boundaries  copied  in  first  and  second  sheet.)     And  this  line  thus  marked  and  described  we  declare, 
in  the  name  of  iiur  iiaticms,  to  be  the  true  boundary  of  the  land  ceded  in  the  aforesaid  juntos  to  the  house 
of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Company,  and   consequently  the  limits  between  our  nations  and  the  whites  of  these 
parts;   and  the  sai<l  declaration  being  confirmed"  and  signeil  with  the  marks  of  the  said  chiefs,  which  was 
delivered  certified  by  the  said  connnandant,  with  tiie  addition  of  four  chiefs  of  the  Micasuky  village,  among 
whom  Capisty  was  Mico,  vulgarly  called  Kimache,  and  who,  though  not  present  at  the  said  desig'nation  of 
boundary,  declared,  nevertheless,"  that  tliey  adhered  to  the  accuracy  of  the  linuts,  and  were  agreed  in  what 
the  comuiissioned  chiefs  had  done,  putting  in  the  same  manner  their  marks;   and  Mr.  John  Forbes,  as 
partner  and  director  of  said  house,   having  preferred  a  new  petition  to  me,  begging  that  if  I  found 
good  and  conformalile  to  law  the  documents  which  compose  these  proceedings,  and  of  which  I  have  in  a 
sumniary  given  an  extract,  that  I  should  interpose  my  authority  in  due  form  to  ratify  the  cessicm  of  laud 
as  aforemeiitioned,  and  which  is  pointed  out  by  the  plat  annexed:    Therefore,  making  use  of  the  powers 
which  the  King  our  lord  (whom  God  preserve)  has  conferred  upon  me  in  his  ro3-al  name,  I  confirm  and 
ratify  to  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Company  the  cession  of  lands  made  by  the  Seminole  nation  of 
Indians,  in  the  form   and   terms  above  explained  "and  seen  by  the  plat  annexed, "which,  with  the  original 
proceedings  and  copy  of  this  title  will  remain  recorded  in  the"  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  government  of 
this  province;  and  cimsequently  I  declare  and  impart  full  and  direct  dominion  to  the  said  house  of  Panton, 
Leslie  d-  Company  of  the  aforesaid  land,  so  that  the  said  house  may,  as  its  property,  enjoy,  possess,  sell,  and 
alienate,  agreeable  to  the  terms  expressed  in  my  decree  of  January  1,  1S04,  antecedently  inserted;    and  I 
einpower  it  to  take  possession,  and  will  defend"  and  maintain  it  without   [u-ejndice  to  a  third  party.     In 
witness  wherefif,  I  order  the  present  to  be  delivered,  signed  by  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  arms,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  underwritten  secretary  of  this  government.    Giveii  in  Mobile  December  3,  1.S06.    ( Signed) 
\  incentc  Folch,   Francisco   Morejou.      Also,  an   original   certificate  of  Pablo  de  Larin,   secretary  of  the 
government,  dated   Pensacola,  December  20,  ISll,  stating  that  the   original  proceedings  relative  to  the 
cession,  with  the  foregoing  title  confirmed,  exist  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this  government  under 
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his  charg'c,  with  an  authentic  copy  of  said  title,  and  of  the  whoh^  was  delivered  a  copy  to  the  snivcyor 
general  of  this  province,  Pon  Vincento  Sebastian  Pintado,  in  order  tn  deposit  in  liis  arciuves,  and  anutliii- 
cop3-  was  at  tiie  same  time  given  to  John  Innerarity,  as  representative  (if  tiie  interested  parties. 

In  support  of  the  claim  to  another  tract  of  land  lying  east  of  tii(^  river  Apalachicula,  and  inidefined  in 
quantity,  ceded  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  by  the  Lower  ('reek  and  Semimile  nations  of  Indians 
in  the  3'ear  ISll,  the  following-  title  papers  and  parol  proof  were  exhibited,  to  wit: 

A  copy  of  a  list  of  debts  due  by  the  Lower  Creek  nation  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  of  I'ensa- 
cola,  adjusted  to  January  22,  1811;  total  amount,  $19,387  i},.  Fensacola,  January  22,  1811.  Hy  power 
of  attorney  from  John  Forbes  &  Co.  to  Jiilin  Innerarity,  also  a  copy  of  a  certilicate  of  (iovernor  Foleh, 
countersigned  by  Pablo  de  Larin,  secretary  <A'  the  government,  and  dated  January  22,  1811,  stating  that 
in  a  full  assembly  of  chiefs  of  the  Tjower  Creek  and  Seminole  nations,  held  in  the  g"overnnient  house  this 
day,  the  undersigned  chiefs  ileclared  by  the  medium  of  their  inter[ireters,  James  liurrosseau,  resident  in 
the  nation,  Thomas  Miller  on  the  part  of  the  chiefs,  and  Manual  Gonzales  of  this  [ilace,  that  they  had 
ceded,  in  the  name  and  with  the  consent  of  their  nations,  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  (Jo.,  in  payment 
of  the  debts  due  to  said  house  by  the  Indian  dealers  of  the  several  towns  of  the  aforesaid  Lower  Creeks 
on  the  river  Chattahoochie,  the  piece  of  land  <if  which  the  limits  are  sj)ecified  in  the  act  of  cession  which 
proceeds;  which  acts  and  limits  were  read  and  translated  in  nn'  presence  by  the  said  interpreters,  and 
they  agreeing  to  the  propriety  of  the  same,  signed  of  their  accord  the  foregoing  instrument. 

In  witness  whereof,  1  give  the  present,  sig-ned  by  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  arms,  and  countersigned 
by  the  underwritten  secretary  of  this  government. 

VINCENTE  FOLCII. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Pablo  dk  L.^rin". 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  act  of  cession  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  In  a  congress  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Lower  Creek  nations,  lield  in  the  village  of  Cuskatalofa,  on  the  river  Ciiattahoocliii',  in  April,  1818,  com- 
posed of  the  following'  persons:  (here  the  names  of  18  chiefs.) 

AVhereas  William  Hambly,  agent  of  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  merchants  in  Fensacola,  has 
shown  us  a  list  of  debts  owing-  by  the  Indians  and  dealers  of  the  Lower  Creek  nations  on  the  rivers  Chat- 
tahoochie and  Flint,  and  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $19,387  ih  reals  of  silver  money;  and  it  being  manifest 
that  we  have  not  the  means  of  liipiidating  said  delits  otherwise  than  by  a  cession  of  part  of  our  lands,  it 
has  therefore  been  unanimously  resolved,  and  by  these  presents  we  resolve  to  cede,  give,  grant,  sell,  and 
transl'er  to  said  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  in  payment  of  our  aforesaid  debts,  a  piece  t>f  land  at  present  occupied 
b^-  us  and  bounded  as  follows:  (hero  the  limits  detailed.) 

And  whereas  we,  the  following  chiefs,  Hopoi  Mico,  Efa  Mico,  Yi.iholla  Emathla,  and  Cuskanucky,  are 
duly  authorized  (according-  to  the  customs  and  statutes  of  Indians)  by  the  aforesaid  absent  chiefs,  and 
having-  this  day  met  in  the  government  house  of  Fensacola  in  presence  of  his  excellency  Viucente  Folch, 
governor,  &c.,  with  the  intent  of  confinning  the  said  cession  of  land,  having-  met  in  junto,  according  to 
agreement,  to  validate  more  fully  said  cession  made  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  with  Cuskanuckj-, 
Hopoi  Cuskania,  Mico  Xeippa,  Cuskanucky,  Chucliuckany,  and  Coweta  Mico,  we  have,  in  conjunction  with 
them,  resolved  unanimously  and  by  this  instrument,  in  our  immes  and  in  that  of  the  tribe  of  Lower 
Creeks,  we  cede,  give,  grant,  sell,  and  transfer  to  the  said  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  their  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  the  aforesaid  piece  of  land,  bounded  as  aforementioned,  and  situated  in  the 
said  province  of  West  Florida,  so  that  they  and  their  assigns  may  hold  and  possess  it  in  full  dominion 
and  pro]')erty.  And  we,  the  undersigned  chiefs,  in  our  own  name,  as  well  as  in  that  of  our  people  of  the 
lower  villages,  and  of  our  descendants  and  of  theirs,  renounce  positively  and  make  abandonment  of  all  and 
whatever  rights  which  heretofore  we  held  in  the  said  piece  of  land,  in  favor  of  the  aforementioned  John 
Forbes  &  Co.  and  their  assigns,  in  full  and  entire  possession  of  said  piece  of  land,  bounded  as  aforesaid, 
now  by  us  ceded,  given,  granted,  sold,  and  transferred,  and  we  will  defend  them  against  all  and  what- 
soever persons  from  henceforth  and  forevermore:  therefore,  the  said  chiefs,  in  their  names,  and  in  that 
of  all  the  nation  of  said  Lower  Creeks,  by  these  presents,  name  and  constitute  Hopoi  Mico,  Yoholla 
Emathla,  Efa  Mico,  and  Toothia  Cuskanucky,  chiefs  of  said  nation  of  Lower  Creeks,  to  accijnipanj'  the 
surveyor  of  the  said  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  and  designate  the  boundaries  of  the  said  piece  of  land  agreeable 
to  intent  and  meaning  of  the  limits  aforementioned,  to  mark  the  trees  and  fix  landmarks  when  it  maj-  be 
thought  necessary,  in  order  to  make  the  boundary  line  visible  and  permanent  forever.  And,  therefore, 
when  the  said  boundary  line  shall  be  particularly  ascertained,  the  said  chiefs,  Hopoi  Mico,  Yohulla  Emathla, 
Efa  Mico,  and  Toothia  Tuskanucky,  are  by  these  presents  authorized  by  us,  the  said  chiefs  assembled  in 
congress,  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  Mark's  and  communicate  the  same  to  the  commandant,  presenting  him  a 
plat  of  it  in  due  form. 

And,  finally,  to  give  and  grant  whatever  other  instrument  of  writing  in  our  names,  and  in  tliat  of 
all  our  people  of  the  said  Lower  Creek  nation,  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  said  John  Forbes 
&  Co.,  in  presence  of  the  said  commandant,  in  order  that  the  said  piece  of  land  remain  entirely  secure  to 
the  said  Jolin  Forbes  &  Co.,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  forever,  in  virtue  of  said 
writings.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  in  the  government  house  of  Fensacola,  January  22,  1811. 
(Here  the  marks  of  11  chiefs.)  Interpreted,  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of,  and  by 
James  Durosseau,  interpreter  of  his  Catholic  Majestj-,  Thomas  Miller,  interpreter  of  the  chiefs,  Manuel 
Gonzales,  interpreter  of  government  at  Fensacola.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  certificate  of  translation  of  the  fore- 
going from  the  English  by  Viucente  Sebastian  Pintado,  at  the  instance  of  John  Innerarity,  agent  of  the 
house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  dated  Fensacola,  June  21,  1811.  Also,  a  co]iy  of  a  certificate  of  i)on  Marcos 
de  Villiers,  commandant  of  Fort  St.  Mark's,  stating  that  there  appeared  before  him  and  the  two  subscribing 
witnesses  seven  chiefs  of  the  Seminole  nation,  (names  mentioned,)  and  after  having  given  their  hamls  in 
sign  of  friendship,  declared  that  the  foregoing  signatures,  made  by  them  and  other  chiefs  of  their  nation, 
they  acknowledged  to  be  legitimate  and  true;  and  that  the  cession  and  sale  contained  in  the  present 
instrument  was  just  and  valid,  having  been  made  with  full  consent  of  all  the  nation,  and  that  in  its  name 
they  had  granted  and  signed  the  same.  Fort  St.  Mark's,  May  25,  181 1.  Marcos  de  Villiers,  Jose  Urcullo, 
Lorenzo  Vetrian.  Also,  a  copy  of  an  act  of  confirmation.  Tlie  preamble  states,  that  whereas  in  a  congress 
of  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Creeks,  held  at  Fensacola,  Januury  22,  181 1,  it  was  agreed  unanimously  to  cede 
to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  in  payment  of  certain  debts  due  to  it  by  said  nations,  a  piece  of  land 
bounded  as  follows,  (here  a  detail  of  the  limits.)  And  whereas  a  deed  of  grant,  sale,  and  concession  of 
the  same  to  said  house  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  dated  January  22,  1811,  was  signed  by  the  follow- 
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ing  cliiefs  of  said  nation,  then  and  there  held,  to  wit,  (here  tlie  names  of  tlic  chiefs;)  and  that  the  said 
deed  was  coutirmed  and  acknowledg-ed  by  the  said  chiefs  lieforo  Don  Vincento  Folch,  governor,  &c.,  to  be 
their  unaninions  act  and  deed,  &c.,  &c.:  tlierefore,  be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  we,  the 
undersigned,  ciiiefs  and  principal  men  of  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  in  consequence  of  the  pov/ers  conferred 
ui>on  us  by  the  aforesaid  cliiefs  and  principal  men,  and  being  met  in  congress  in  this  place,  have  unani- 
mously agreed,  and  by  these  presents  do  confirm,  in  all  its  parts,  intent,  and  meaning-,  the  said  grant  and 
cession  of  a  piece  of  land  as  aforesaid,  agreeable  to  the  ainicxed  plat,  the  limits  of  which  were  designated, 
marked,  blazed,  and  measured  in  our  presence,  and  in  that  of  the  chiefs  and  principal  men  of  the  aforesaid 
Lower  Creek  nation,  who  were  present  with  us  for  tiiat  purpose,  viz:  (here  the  names  of  thirteen  chiefs.) 
And  in  order  that  the  said  grant  and  cession  made  by  us  to  the  said  John  Forbes  &  Co.  may  remain  and 
be  valid  henceforth  and  forever,  we  have  this  day  given  solemn  possession  of  the  same  to  William 
Hambly,  agent  of  said  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  who  was  deputed  by  them  for  that  purpo.se;  and  by  these 
presents  we  bind  and  oblige  ourselves  and  our  posterity  to  maintain  and  defend  them  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  possession  of  the  same,  against  all  persons  whatsoever,  henceforth  and  forever.  In  witness 
whereof,  we  have  put  our  marks  to  the  present  with  our  own  hands.  Given  at  Prospect  Bluff,  Apalachi- 
cola,  Aijril  22,  Il^ll.  (Here  the  names  of  the  cliiefs.)  Signed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  Daniel  Blue, 
William  Hambly,  Edmund  Doyle.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  certificate  of  translation  of  the  above  into  Spanish  by 
Don  Vinceiite  Sebastian  Pintado,  at  the  instance  of  John  Innerarity,  to  whom  a  copy  was  given.  Pensa- 
cola,  June  22,  181L  Also,  a  copy  of  the  act  ascertaining  the  boundary  line.  Whereas,  at  a  congress  of 
chiefs  of  the  Lower  Creek  nations  and  Seminoles,  held  at  Pcnsacola,  January  22,  1811,  the  governor  of 
West  Florida  lieing  present,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  and  resolved  by  said  chiefs,  in  the  names  of  their 
respective  towns  and  nations,  to  cede  a  certain  portion  of  the  lands  belonging  to  and  possessed  by  the 
said  nations  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  of  Pensacola,  in  payment  of  debts  owing  by  the  dealers 
and  Indians  of  the  said  nations  of  Lower  Creeks,  on  the  river  Chattahobchie,  to  the  said  house  of  John 
Forbes  &  Co.,  and  their  predecessors,  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  at  their  store  at  Pensacola;  the  limits  of  which, 
according  to  the  instrument  of  writing,  which  on  that  occasion  was  signed  and  granted  by  them  to  said 
house,  were  as  I'ollows:  (here  a  first  designation  of  limits.)  And  whereas,  on  the  same  occasion,  it  was 
resolved  and  ordained  by  the  said  chiefs  to  order  a  deputation  from  their  body  t(j  accompany  the  agents 
or  attorneys  of  the  said  house,  in  order  to  run  and  maik  the  boundary  line  of  the  said  land,  and  so  to 
trace  and  ascertain  it  exactly,  tliat  in  all  future  times  there  can  be  no  doubt  or  dispute  thereon.  And 
whereas  we,  the  undersigned,  chiefs  of  the  said  nations,  were  then  named  and  deputed  for  said  purpose: 
now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  all  that,  having  been  summoned  by  the  agents  of  said  house,  we  have 
verified  and  marked  the  said  boundary  line  throughout  all  its  extents  and  directions,  as  follows:  (here  a 
minute  detail  of  the  limits;)  and  this  line  so  marked  and  here  described,  we  declare,  in  the  name  of  our 
nations  and  constituents,  to  be  the  true  limits  of  the  land  ceded  in  the  aforementioned  congress  to  the 
house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  and  consequently  the  boundary  between  our  nations  and  the  whites  of  these 
parts.  As  such  we  order  it  to  be,  by  all  our  peoi)le,  held  and  respected  henceforth  and  forever.  Given 
at  St.  Mark's,  Apalaehy,  in  presence  of  the  commandant  of  said  post,  Don  Marcos  de  Villiers,  and  the 
undersigned  assisting  witnesses.  May  25,  1811.     (Marks  of  six  chiefs.) 

AVe,  the  undersigned,  declare  that,  though  we  were  not  present  at  the  designation  of  the  boundary 
line,  we  acknowledge  and  agree  to  the  exactness  of  the  same.  In  witness  whereof,  we  hereby  put  our 
marks,  in  presence  of  the  commandant  of  this  fort,  the  interpreters,  and  assisting  witnesses,  dated  as 
above.  (Marks  of  five  chiefs.)  Don  Marcos  de  Villiers,  captain  and  commandant,  and  sub-delegate  of 
royal  finances  at  this  fort. 

I  certify  that,  at  a  congress  held  this  day,  the  chiefs  and  warriors  there  met  signed  the  preceding  act, 
together  with  Felippe  Prieto  and  AVilliam  Hamldy,  who  explained  to  the  said  chief's  the  contents  thereof, 
and  the  undersigned  attesting  witnesses.  Apalaehy,  May  2.5,  1811.  Marcos  de  Villiers,  Felippe  Prieto, 
William  Hambly,  Josii  Urcello,  Lorenzo  Vetrian.  Also,  a  copj'  of  a  detailed  account  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  during  the  proceedings  with  the  Seminole  chiefs  and  Indians, 
as  well  at  Pensacola  as  at  Apalachicola,  Apalaehy  fort,  and  other  Indian  towns,  for  the  cession  of  two 
tracts  of  land  in  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  which  the  latter  owed,  and  of  which  a  list  is  annexed.  Total 
amount,  $3,492  OGi,  E.  E.,  by  power  of  attorney  from  John  Forbes  &  Co.  to  John  Innerarity.  Also,  a  copy 
of  a  petition  from  John  Innerarity  to  Governor  Folch,  dated  Pensacola,  June  1,  1811,  begging  him,  in 
consequence  of  every  previous  formality  having  been  observed  for  obtaining  a  cession  of  two  pieces  of 
land  from  the  Lower  Creek  Indians  in  payment  of  certain  debts  the  latter  owed  the  house  of  John  Forbes 
&  Co.,  til  interpose  his  authority  for  the  ratification  of  said  cession.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  decree  of  Governor 
Folch,  as  follows: 

Pensacola,  June  8,  1811.  The  petitioner's  request  granted  on  conditions  the  said  John  Forbes  &  Co. 
do  not  dispose  of  or  alienate  the  land  in  question  without  the  exjiress  consent  of  this  government^  and  that  the 
same  be  understood  to  be  on  the  same  footing  with  the  cession  for  ivhich  a  title  was  granted  on  December  3,  1806. 

FOLCH. 

Also,  an  original  certificate  of  Francisco  Maximiliano  de  San  Maxcnt,  political  and  military  governor 
of  West  Florida,  yad  interim,)  countersigned  by  Pablo  de  Larin,  secretary  of  the  government,  and  dated 
December  20,  1811,  stating  tliat  the  foregoing  pieces  are  faithfully  copied  from  the  original  proceedings 
which  exist  in  the  office  of  the  secretarj'  of  this  government,  of  which  an  original  title  lias  been  given  to 
John  Innerarity,  as  agent  of  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  Also,  an  original  title  of  confirmation  by 
Governor  Folch,  as  follows: 

Whereas  John  Innerarity,  agent  of  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  {established  in  this  province,  with  . 
royal  ajiprobation,for  trading  with  the  Indians  since  178.5,)  presented  me,  on  the  7th  of  this  month,  a  petition 
im])orting  that,  in  conseciuence  of  a  congress  of  chiefs,  &c.,  of  the  Lower  Creek  nations,  of  the  rivers  Flint 
and  Cliattahoochie,  held  in  this  place  on  tlie  22d  of  January  last,  presided  by  me,  in  order  to  agree  upon  the 
iiianner  of  satisfying  said  house  for  the  sum  of  nineteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars 
four  and  a  half  rials,  owing  to  it  by  the  dealers  and  Indians  of  said  villages,  as  appears  by  an  account 
presented  liy  the  said  house,  and  which  is  ordered  to  be  annexed  by  the  proceedings;  at  which  congress 
were  present  the  following  chiefs,  viz:  Tuskamiecky  Hopoi,  Coweta  Mico,  Coweta  Tuskania,  Hothepoi 
Mico,  Yahu  Hailjoo,  Mico  Najia,  Tuskanucky  tHiachuany,  Ufala  Mico,  Hapoi  Mico,  YoliuUa  Emathla,  Efa 
Mico,  Toothia  Tuskanucky,  with  James  Durrosseau,  interpreter  of  said  Indians,  and  Manuel  Gonzales, 
interpreter  of  tliis  government;  and  referring  to  the  resolutions  passed  in  the  month  of  April  of  the 
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precocdiug   year,    LSIO,  in   the  village  of  Tuskatoloofii,  they  cunseuted   and   agreed,   as   a  couipensaliou 
and   payment  ol'  the  aforementiuned  delit,  to  the  cessimi  and  transler  ol'  two  pieces  uf   land  eunligiiuus 
and  adjacent  to  that  wliich,  in   LSUG,   I'or  a   like    reason,    was   ceded   by  the   said   chiefs   to  the  house  of 
PautoD,   Leslie  &   Co.,  which   present  act  of  cession  was   drawn   out  in    tlje   English  langnage,   because 
many  of  said  chiefs  understood  that   language,  and  signed  by  them  and  by  the  interpreters,  alter  having 
fully   and   circumstantially   informed  the  said   chiefs   of   the   contents   of    the   same,    and    theu  annexed 
to   the   proceedings   with   its  translations  into  Spanish,  under  Nos.  2  and  3;  and  the  said  chiefs  havuig 
assembled  together  in  April  last  at  Trospect  Blulf,  on  the  Apalachicola  river,  for  the  ratifying  said  cession 
or  transfer,  they  appointed  deputies  to  a-ssist  at  the  running  out  and  marking  of  the  boundary  line  of  the 
said  land,  which  they  executed,  signing  another  deed,  which  appears  with  its  translation  under  xs'os.  4 
and  5,  in  which  are   to   be  found  the  names  of  the  following  chiefs,  viz:   llopoi  Mico,  Tohalla  Emathla, 
Capichy  Mico,   llopoi   Cuichei,  Micasuky  Tuskania,  Coweta   Emathla,  Yohallo  lladjoe,  Xiony  llomnghta, 
Tuskanuky  Chackchucky,  Tusky  lladjoe,  John  Meally,  and  those  of  Daniel  Blue,  deputy  surveyors,  WilUani 
Uambly,  interpreter,  and  Edmuiid  Doyle,  agent  of  the  said  John  Forbes,  cV  Co.,  and  the  said  deed  legalized 
by  the'certilicate  of  the  conmiandant'of  Fort  St.  Mark's,  of  Apalachy,  Don  Marcos  de  Villiers,  before  two 
assisting   witnesses,  the  2.Jth   May  last,  1  ordered   it,   with  its  translation,  to  be  also  annexed  to  said  pro- 
ceeilings,  together   with  the  act  passed  beloro  the  said  commandant  at  Fcrt  St.  Mark's,  under  No.  0,  in 
which  the  deputation  of  chiefs,  composed  of  Capitza  Mico  Kinache,  Catha  Tuskanuky,  Asa  .Mico,  Cosahotche, 
YahoUa    Emathla,  Tulsihatcho,  and    Ninilinmatee  Tustunuky,  declare   fully  to  have  assisted  the  surveyor, 
Daniel  Blue,  the  interpreter,  William  Handily,  and   Edmund  Doyle,  agent  of  said  house,  in  running  and 
marking  the  boundary  line  of  said  land,  in  (.irder  to  avoid  all  doubts  or  ddliculties;  and  that  in  uu  future  time 
there  may  be  auy  whatever,  they  state,  having  begun  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Apalachicola,  and  following 
the  liue  ou  the  west  margin,  it  ascends  the  Lake  Weinico  three  miles  from  its  entrance,  which  sijot  is 
known  by  two  cypresses  marked  with  crosses;  and  thence  through  the  hammock,  the  distance  of  one 
chain  south  to  a  cypress  marked;  here  it  was  found  impracticable  to  trace  the  line  further,  on  account  of 
the   bad  way,  but  it  should  run  south   12°  west,  a  supposed  distance  of  1,2S0  chains,  where  a  pine  is 
marked;  thence  south  30^  west,   100  chains,  to   a  pine  marked  with  a  cross,  ou  the  margin  of  a  reedy 
marsh;  thence  the  liue  runs  by   water  one  mile  and  a  quarter  south  14°  west,  to  the  extreme  western 
point   of  St.  Vincent's   or  Deer   island,  including  the   whole  of  tlie   island;  thence   ascending   the  river 
Apalachicola,  and  beginuing  the  line  at  the  boundary  of  the  lauds  formerly  ceded  to  the  house  of  Fautou, 
Leslie  &  Co.,  and  running  the  same  up  the  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek  Cosaph  Chuchee,  or  Sweet- 
water; thence  following  up  said  creek  to  its  source,  where  a  hickory  is   marked  with  a  cross;  thence 
crossing  the  path  by  laud  north  79^  east,  the  line  runs  the  distance  of  27  chains  So  links,  to  a  pine  marked 
with  a  cross;  thence  north  oS°  east,  11  chains  47  links,  to  a  pine  crossed;  thence  jiorth  05^  east,  18  chains 
58  links,  to   another  pine  marked;  thence  north  42"  east,  2(3  chains  and  3(5  links,  to  another  pine  marked; 
thence  north  75°  east,  16  chains  and  9  links,  to  another  pine  marked;  thence  north  40°  east,  22  chains  50 
links,  to   another  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  north  tJO  chains  36  links,  to  another  pine  marked; 
thence  north  25°  east,  5  chains,  to  another  pine  marked;  thence  north  35°  east,  24  chains,  to  another  pine 
marked;  thence  north  82°  east,  241   chains,  to  another  pine  marked  with  across;  here  is  the  boundary 
line  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  house  of  Banton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  the  line  following  which  runs  till  it  crosses 
the  river  Ocklockny,  and  again  ruus  the  distance  of  5^  miles  to  a  pine  marked;  thence  south  80°  east,  32 
chains,  to  another  with  a  cross;  thence  south  7S°  east,  1,251  chains  61  links,  to  an  oak  marked  with  a 
cross;  ou  the  west  margin  of  the  river  St.  Mark's,  a  little  distance  above  the  spot  where  the  same  runs 
under  ground;  thence  the  line  runs  through  the  thicket  in  the  neig-hborhood  to  where  the  said  river  appears 
again;  and  thence  to  its  junction  with  the  sea.     And  the  chiefs  5'ocosa  Hopoy,  Corva  Emathla,  Tustanuky 
Hacho,  Mico  Hatcho,  and  Nocosa  Hatcho,  having  ascertained  the  Ijoundary  liue,  approved  of  and  consented 
to  it,  although  they  were  not  assisting  at  running  it  out  and  marking  it,  and  signed  it  in  presence  of  the 
commandant  of  the  Fort  St.  Mark's,  witnesses  and  interpreters,  as  appears  at  the  end  of  document  No.  6. 
And   the  accounts  having   been  presented  of  the  expenses  attenduig  the  [iroceedings  instituted,  which 
amounts  to  §3,492  6^  rials,  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  annexed  to  the  proceedmgs  under  No.  7,  and  1  made 
a   decree,  in  consequence  of  the   above-mentioned  petition,  to  the  following  ell'ect:    "Granted,  as  the 
petitioners'  request,  on  conditions  that  the  said  John  Forbes  &  Co.  may  not  dispose  of  nor  alienate  the 
laud  in  question  without  the  express  consent  of  this  government,  and  that  its  concession  is  to  be  under- 
stood to   be   on  the  same  footing  with  that  for  which  a  title  was  given  ou  December  3,  1806."     In  conse- 
quence, the  said  John  Innerarity,  as  agent  and  attorney  for  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  concludes  his 
said  petition,  begging  me  to  interpose  my  authority  in  due  lorm  for  the  ratification  of  the  said  cession  of  two 
pieces,  of  which  is  designated  by  the  surveyor  general  of  this  province,  Don  Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado,^ 
m  the  tigured  plat  made  out  by  him,  and  annexed  to  the  original  proceedings.     Wherefore,  making  use  of 
the  faculties  conferred  on  me  by  our  lord  the  King,  and  in  his  royal  name,  1  confirm  and  ratify  to  the  said 
John  Forbes  &  Co.  the  cession  of  two  pieces  of  land  above  designated,  made  by  the  nation  of  Seminole 
Indians,  or  Lower  Creeks,  represented  by  its   principal  chiefs,  leaders,  and  considerable  men,  amply 
empowered;  and  I  give  them  power  to  enter  into  possession  of  the  said  lands  according  to  the  directions, 
dimensions,  and  distances  contained  in  the  figured  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  the  original  documents 
of  which,  with  a  copy  of  said  plat,  shall  remain  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this  government,  the  said 
surveyor  enregistering  not  only  this  title,  but  also  that  delivered  in  the  year  1806,  from  the  same  motives, 
and  that  of  the  island  conceded  to  John  Forbes  individually,  in  order  that  his  archives  may  contain  every 
thing  concerning  these  concessions,  and  the  motives  from  whence  they  originated;  and  1  declare  and  impart 
to  the  said  house  of  John  F'orbes  &  Co.  entire  and  direct  ijroperhj,  that   as  such,  they  may  the  said  lands 
enjoy,  possess,  cultivate,  sell,  or  alienate,  on  the  conditions  expressed  in  my  decree  inserted  in  this  title. 
In  witness  whereof,  1  have  ordered  the  present  to  be  expedited,  signed  by  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  arms, 
and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  this  government.     Given  in  Pensacola,   June  5,  1811.     I  incente 
Folch.     By  order  of  the  governor."    Pablo  de  Larin."     Also,  an  original  certificate  of  Pablo  de  Larin, 
secretary  of  the  government,  dated  December  21,  l8ll,  stating  that  the  original  document  is  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  this  government  under  his  charge.     Pelative  to  the  cession  of  lands  wliich  the  pre- 
ceding title  confirms,  and  of  the  whole  proceedings   was  made  out  a  copy,  with  an  authentic  copy  of 
said  title,  and  the  same  delivered  to  the  surveyor  general  of  this  province,  Don  Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado, 
to  be  deposited  in  his  archives;  and  another  was  also  delivered  to  John  Innerarity,  as  attorney  of  the 
interested  parties.     Also,  a  copy  of  a  petition  of  John  Forbes  to  the  captain  general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
and  the  two  Floridas,  dated  Havana,  October  9,  1817,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "May  it  please  your 
excellency,  John  F'orbes,  a  resident  iu  this  place,  partner  and  director  in  the  house  of  Forbes  &  Co. 
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established  in  the  two  Floridas  by  royal  permission,  respectfully  represent  to  your  e.xcellency  that  the 
said  house  possessed  in  full  propertj'  the  lands  which  were  occupied  and  belonged  to  the  Seminole  Indians, 
situated  in  the  district  of  Apahichy  and  Apalachicola,  and  which  were  ceded  and  sold  by  the  chiefs  and 
principal  men  of  that  tril)e  in  just  payment  of  the  debts  which  these  had  contracted,  and  the  robberies 
they  had  connnitted  on  the  stores  belonging  to  his  house,  situated  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Mark's;  for 
which  acquisition  or  transfer  of  property  it  ol)tained  the  competent  permission  of  Don  Vinccnte  Folch  y 
Juan,  who  was  the  political  and  military  governor  of  West  Florida,  as  is  proved  by  the  decree  issued  at 
Pensacola  January  7,  1804,  and  the  title  of  coniirmation  delivered  at  Mobile  December  3,  1806,  without 
other  restrictions  than  that  of  not  being  able  to  sell  or  dispose  of  said  lands  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  government,  as  yom-  excellency  will  more  fully  see  in  the  documents  annexed;  particularly  the 
Indians,  Lower  Creeks,  and  Seminoles,  in  conddei-ation  of  ilie  imjxirtant  serviciv  and  particular  attention 
with  which  tlic  houxe  of  i/our  jictitianer  treated  them  from  the  year  1185;  at  which  period  it  begun  its 
establislimeiit  under  the  Ihm  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  transmitted  to  it  ljy  similar  deeds,  requisites,  and 
formalities  to  the  proceedings,  an  island  belonging  to  them,  about  seven  miles  in  length,  and  one  or  more 
in  breadth,  situated  on  the  river  Apalachicola,  opposite  the  store  or  factory  which  then  and  there  existed. 
Also,  two  pieces  of  land  adjoining  to  the  above  mentioned,  boundeil  on  one  side  by  the  river  Apalachicola, 
and  then  by  the  lands  already  ceded,  including  the  islands  as  far  as  the  creek  called  Sweetwater  creek, 
agreeal)le  to  the  plats  which,  in  order  to  give  the  said  house  full,  ample,  and  royal  possession  of  all  the 
said  lands,  was  drawn  out  by  the  surveyor  general  of  his  Majesty  for  said  province.  And  being  detennined 
to  alienate  the  greater  part  of  the  same  in  favor  of  Don  Colin  Mitchell,  citizen  and  merchant  of  this  city,  it 
not  being  in  the  power  of  the  petitioner  to  cultivate  them  himself,  and,  by  so  doing,  obviating  the  necessity 
of  there  existing  waste  lands  of  no  account  to  the  roj'al  treasury  or  the  public  benefit,  he  solicits  your 
excellency,  as  captain  general  of  the  two  Floridas,  and  intrusted  with  the  high  powers  of  your  station,  to 
permit  him  to  alienate  the  said  land  upon  the  terms  he  has  agreed  upon  witli  the  said  Colin  Mitchell,  and 
that  he  may  agree  upon  hereafter  with  other  person  or  persiins.  Havana,  October  9,  1817.  Also,  a  copy 
of  a  decree  of  the  captain  general,  as  follows:  "Havana,  October  9,  1817.  This  petition  to  be  shown  to 
the  assessor  general,  that  he  may  advise  me.     Cienfuegos." 

Also,  a  copjr  of  the  opinion  of  the  assessor  general,  as  follows:  May  it  please  your  excellency:  The 
lands  which  were  occupied  by  Indians  of  the  Seminole  tribe,  lying  in  the  district  of  Apalachy  and  Apala- 
chicola, and  the  island  belonging  to  the  Lower  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  about  seven  miles  long,  and  niore 
than  a  mile  in  breadth,  together  with  two  pieces  of  neighboring  lands,  having  been  transmitted,  as  they 
actually  and  lawfullj'  are,  in  full  property,  a  titulo  one  roso,  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  estab- 
lished in  the  Floridas  by  royal  permission,  for  which  acquisition  a- competent  permission  was  given  to 
Don  Vinceute  Folch  y  Juan,  who  was  their  political  and  military  governor  of  West  F'lorida,  and  who 
delivered,  subsequently,  titles  of  coniirmation  in  favor  of  the  purchasers.  There  is  no  obstacle  to  your 
excellency's  making  use  of  tlie  powers  intrusted  to  you,  and  permitting  the  alienation  proposed,  amoug 
which  is  designated  Don  Colin  Mitchell,  a  merchant  of  this  city,  a  person  uniting  all  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  obtaining  them;  in  the  instrument  of  transfer  for  appropriation  of  property  having  to  be 
inserted  copies  of  said  titles  of  confirmation  and  the  present  opinion,  if  your  excellency  should  be  in  the 
same  sentiments.     Havana,  October  13,  1817.     Donardo  del  Monte. 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  captain  general,  in  the  following  words:  "Havana,  October  13, 
1817.  Agreeably  to  the  preceding  opinion  of  the  assessor  general,  I  permit  the  alienation  of  the  lands 
solicited  by  Don  John  Forbes,  in  which  Don  Colin  Mitchell  is  designated  as  having  the  greater  part, 
drawing  out  the  writing  and  insertions  mentioned  in  the  said  opinion.     Cienfueg'os." 

All  which  documents  are  certified  to  be  true  copies  by  Miguel  Mendez,  first  escribano  of  the  govern- 
ment and  council,  on  March  26,  1819,  whose  signature  is  accredited  by  Jose  de  Galinor,  Juan  Martinez, 
and  Cayetano  Pontero,  notaries  public  of  the  royal  college  of  Havana.  Also,  an  original  passport  granted 
to  James  Innerarity,  one  of  the  iirm  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  by  Governor  Folch,  countersigned  bj'  Fran- 
cisco Morejou,  and  dated  Jul}'  12,  1804,  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to  Apalachicola,  with  five  negroes  and 
a  clerk,  and  take  possession  of  and  establish  a  store  on  said  tract  of  land. 

In  additicjn  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Octavius  Mitchell  proves,  by  parol  testimony,  all 
the  signatures  of  the  Spanish  ofiicers  annexed  to  the  said  title  papers.  Peter  Alba,  junior,  being  sworn, 
saith  that  he  was  a  clerk  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  in  the  year  1804;  that  James  Innerarity, 
then  a  member  of  the  firm,  proceeded  to  Apalachicola,  with  a  clerk  and  five  negroes,  and  took  possession 
of  the  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  a  passport  from  Governor  Folch,  and  established  a  store;  that  the 
said  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.,  and  those  claiming  under  it,  have  been  in  possession  of  the  said  land  ever 
since,  except  during  a  short  interval  occasioned  by  Indian  disturbances,  but  that  the  possession  was 
resumed  by  them  shortly  after  the  disturbance  ceased;  that  in  the  fall  of  1804  the  chiefs  of  the  nation, 
accompanied  by  a  large  number  of  warriors,  met  at  Pensacola,  and  then  ratified,  in  a  public  and  formal 
manner,  in  presence  of  Governor  Folch,  the  cession  made  by  them  to  the  firm  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co., 
acknowledged  the  debt  due  by  them  to  the  said  firm,  and  expressed  their  desire  to  extinguish  them  by  a 
cession  of  a  part  of  their  lands;  and  further  saith  not.  Pelippe  Prieto,  being  sworn,  saith  that  he  was 
the  King's  storekeeper  at  the  post  of  St.  Mark's  in  the  year  1804;  officiated  as  the  private  secretary  of 
the  commandant  of  tlie  post,  and  occasionally  acted  as  interpreter;  that  he  officiated  as  one  of  the  inter- 
preters at  the  original  cession  made  to  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Seminole 
nation,  and  saw  the  said  chiefs  sign  the  act  of  cession  in  the  presence  of  the  commandant  of  the  post; 
that  the  chiefs  then  acknowledged  the  debts  by  their  nations  due  and  owing  to  the  said  house;  and  that 
the  negotiations  were  conunenced  by  permission  of  Governor  Folch,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  cession 
of  lands  in  satisfaction  of  the  debts.  And  further  says,  that  he  was  present  at  the  cession  made  to  the 
house  of  John  Forties  &  Co.  in  the  year  1811;  that  it  was  executed  in  the  same  formal  manner  and  for. 
the  same  purposes,  prior  to  its  ratification  at  Pensacola.  He  also  confirms  the  foregoing  statement  of 
Peter  Alba,  junior;  and  further  saith  not. 

Opinion  of  the  commissioners. 

The  above  two  grants  to  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  and  to  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Apalachicola  river,  seem  to  have  been  made  with  the  same  formalities,  and  under  the  same  restriction  or 
condition  of  not  alienating  the  same  without  the  consent  of  the  Spanish  government.  They  are  both 
made  as  a  remuneration  for  similar  losses  sustained  by  that  house  at  difl'erent  periods,  and  the  same  ques- 
tions are  involved  as  to  the  validitv  of  the  titles. 
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In  forming-  an  opinion  upon  the  claims,  two  leadinf^  questions  arc  presented  to  tlie  minds  of  the 
undcrsig-ned  commissioners:  1st.  Were  the  Indians,  from  wliom  tlie  purcliasc  was  made  in  llie  tirst  instance, 
competent  to  make  a  conveyance  to  lands,  to  be  held  and  possessed  "in  full  right  and  entire  jiroperly?'' 
and  id.  Was  Governor  Folch  vested  with  the  power  to  make  a  grant,  or  confu'm  one  uf  this  description? 

LTpon  the  tirst  question  presented,  the  undersigned  commissioners  have  no  hesitation  in  giving-  it  as 
their  opinion  that  the  Indians  could  make  no  conveyance  vesting  a  fee  simple.  Were  the  contrary 
admitted,  the  confirmation  of  Governor  Folch  would  have  been  superflunns.  The  treaty  of  1784,  made 
between  Spain  and  the  Seminole  and  Tallapoosa  Indians,  incorporates  the  latter  as  sulijccts  of  his  Cathnlic 
Majesty,  coecjual  with  the  whites,  but  reserving  the  sovereign  disposal  of  the  snil  <if  East  and  West 
Florida  in  the  hands  of  the  Spanish  authorities.  This  construction  of  the  trraty  is  clearly  sustained  in 
ditlercnt  reports  made  by  surveyors  and  liscals  in  West  Florida,  in  which  thej-  state  that  the  Indians  are 
oiihi  entitled  to  the  /«»</.>•  ocrupird  hi/  tlicir  farmii  and  rillagc.-'.  Being  an  erratic  jieoiiU',  this  right,  as  a  tribe 
or  nation,  is  believed  to  have  been  in  nmst  cases  a  usufructuary  one,  and  whenever  they  reuKJved  the 
land  which  they  abandoned  was  subject  to  be  granted  to  other  settlers.  As  a  further  illustration  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Indians  collectively  have  no  fee  simple  right  to  lands  within  the  Floridas,  (Jovernor 
Masot,  in  the  case  of  Mary  Weaver,  dt'crecd  that  the  Indians  had  no  possessions  in  this  province  in  con- 
fiirmity  with  the  report  of  the  fiscal  upon  the  claim  of  Jayme  Harcelo.  No  line  of  demarcati(.in  has  ever 
existed  between  Indian  and  Spanish  lands;  inde(Hl,  u')  such  distinction  has  ever  been  recognized.  Asa 
tribe  or  nation,  the  Indians,  as  before  remarked,  seem  to  have  enjoyed  only  a  usufructuary  right,  in 
which  they  v.'cre  protected  as  long-  as  they  continued  in  possession  of  the  land  As  individuals,  they  are 
believed  to  have  held  their  lands  in  some  cases  upon  the  same  terms  as  other  Spanish  subjects,  &c.  To 
secure  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  these  privileges,  the  regulations  of  Morales  contain  a  special  provision 
in  their  favor,  declaring  that,  where  they  possess  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  government,  they  shall 
not  in  any  manner  be  disturbed,  but  protected  and  supported.  The  possession  here  mentioned  must  have 
been  of  the  description  already  noticed  in  a  preceding-  part  of  this  report.  Although  the  lands  here 
granted  are  stated  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  Indians,  it  could  only  have  been  as  a  hunting-  ground, 
and  not  as  farms  and  villages,  and  to  which,  as  a  nation,  they  could  give  no  title  in  fee  simple.  Gayoso, 
g-overnor  g-eneral  of  Louisiana,  was  no  doubt  in  jiossession  of  this  informatiim,  and  it  probably  constituted 
the  motive  which  induced  him  to  recommend  in  his  private  letter  that  the  purchase  should  be  made  in 
the  United  States. 

As  to  the  power  of  Governor  Folch  to  make  such  a  grant,  we  are  not  apprised  of  any  law  or  ordinance 
by  which  it  is  warranted.  The  governor  himself  asserts  that  he  is  vested  with  the  power  by  the  King, 
and  the  assessor  general  of  Cuba  states  the  same  fact.  The  permission  of  the  captain  g-eneral  to  dispose 
of  the  land  to  Mr.  Mitchell  is  also  evidence  in  favor  of  the  legality  of  its  exercise.  But  another  difliculty 
is  here  jiresented  and  remains  unexplained.  Florida,  under  the  Spanish  government,  was  divided  into 
East  and  West  by  the  Apalachicola  river,  having  a  governor  in  each,  with  separate  and  independent 
jurisdictions.  If  Governor  Folch  could  have  given  the  confirmation  in  West,  we  do  not  understand  how 
he  could  do  so  in  relation  to  lands  in  East  Florida,  as  was  the  fact  in  the  case  now  before  us.  This  is 
not  a  grant  for  public  services,  although  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.  made 
sacrifices  and  were  useful  to  the  Spanish  government;  but  they,  at  the  same  time,  appear  to  have  enjoj-ed 
singular  and  exclusive  privileges.  The  consideration  of  settling  cultivators  upon  the  land  may  have 
been  an  inducement  in  making  the  grant,  but  the  great  object  evidently  was  to  obtain  a  sale  which  would 
remunerate  the  houses  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.  and  John  Forbes  &  Co.  for  debts  due  from,  and  robberies 
committed  by,  the  Indians.  The  representative  of  these  houses  appears  to  consider  the  Spanish  autliori- 
ties  as  responsible  for  these  losses,  but  upon  what  principle  we  are  unable  to  learn.  There  is  no  such 
acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  her  officers  amongst  the  papers  filed  in  tlie  cases  before  us.  Gayoso,  in 
recommending  the  purchase,  thinks  it  the  only  way  to  be  repaid  for  their  outstanding  debts,  which  would 
otherwise  be  lost  in  the  nation;  ''and  Governor  Folch  states  it  as  one  of  the  conditions  upon  which  said 
house  was  established,  that  the  government  should  facilitate,  as  much  as  possibly  it  could,  the  recovery 
of  the  debts  pending  between  tlie  Indians  and  the  said  house."  Here  appears  to  be  no  obligation  to  pay 
for  debts,  &c.,  but  onh'  to  facilitate  their  recovery.  With  these  facts  before  them,  and  by  a  reference  to  our 
general  report  upon  large  claims.  Congress  will  be  enabled  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  these  titles. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
J.  M,  WHITE. 
CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 


No.  2. 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  to  a  tract  of  land  west  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  in  tlie  district 
of  West  Florida,  by  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence 
reported  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Maj'  8,  18-2'2,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned 
commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  to  a  tract  of  land,  undefined  in  quantity,  lying  west  of  the  river 
Apalachicola,  is  founded  on  the  following  title  papers  and  testimony  exhibited  in  supjiort  thereof. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Forbes,  partner  and  principal  of  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  to  the 
captain  general  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  praying,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 
"Excellent  sir:  John  Forbes,  partner  and  principal  in  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  established  in 
Pensacola  l.\y  royal  license,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  mercantile  business,  more  especially  with  the 
Indians  of  that  province,  respectfully  showeth  to  your  excellency,  that,  during  the  late  -warfare  between 
the  American  Indians  and  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  our  interest  suffered  much,  as  well  in  stock  as  in 
stores,  effects,  &c.;  indeed,  more  than  can  Ijc  exaggerated.  Man_y  slaves  belonging-  to  the  company  were 
carried  off  and  concealed  by  the  Indians  during  the  residence  of  Colonel  Nichols;  and  though  the  govern- 
ment of  Pensacola,  upon  being  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  claimed  back  their  servants  so  violently 
seized  upon,  it  was  all  in  vain;  they  were  never  returned.  In  order  to  facilitate  their  restitution  without 
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the  roj'al  treasury,  although  it  ahme.  k-o.s  and  is  reitjjonsihk',  my  ljon.se  fitted  out,  at  sundry  times,  and  with 
our  own  pecuniary  means,  vessels  fur  the  sole  purpose  of  demanding  them.  In  the  first  which  sailed  for 
the  aforesaid  object  was  Captain  Don  Benigno  Calderon,  and  other  officers,  with  a  commission  from 
g-overnment.  Posterior  to  this,  on  two  other  occasions,  other  persons  were  commissioned,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  withdrawing  of  public  officers  from  their  duties.  But  all  these  missions  failed  in  their  object  of 
procuring  a  restitution  of  the  things  that  were  rcjbbod.  The  same  house  deputed  Edmund  Doyle  and 
William  Ilambly  for  the  same  end,  giving  them  considerable  gratifications  for  their  trouble,  and  indem- 
nifying the  lastnamed  for  the  loss  which  he  sufl'ered  of  all  he  possessed.  Besides  all  this,  Woodbine 
induced  the  Indians,  of  whom  he  also  got  to  be  named  a  chief,  to  carry  off  negroes,  and  we  had  to  prosecute 
him  criminally  in  New  Providence,  which  occasioned  us  much  ex]iense,  without  being  successful;  for  he 
had  the  art  or  means  of  escape  from  the  hands  of  justice.  Thus  all  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  made  by  the 
house  to  save  the  government  from  these  losses  have  only  served  to  augment  them.  At  that  time  of 
disorder  and  confusion  the  said  Indians  carried  off  about  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  belonging  to  the  house, 
which  also  suffered  a  loss  in  another  ([uarter  of  thirty-eight  horses  and  two  mules;  and,  lastly,  a  band  of 
the  same  set  lire  to  the  stores  belonging  to  the  house,  on  the'Apalachicola,  sei/Jng  at  the  same  time  upon 
eleven  of  our  slaves,  and  all  the  cattle,  horses,  utensils,  and  articles  there  found,  without  leaving  anything 
whatever  behind,  and  also  took  as  prisoners  Doyle  and  Ilambly,  who  justly  and  reasonably  claim  of  the 
house  the  injury  and  jiersonal  }irejudice  they  sustained  by  such  extraordinary  and  unheard  of  proceedings. 
So  many  losses,  including  the  labor  of  the  negroes,  capital  and  interest  of  money,  which  do  not  amount  to 
less,  on  a  moderate  calculation,  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  should  be  indemnified  by  the  superior 
government,  to  wliich  that  ol'  Pensacola  is  subordinate,  either  in  money  or  by  a  compensation  to  rny  house 
of  some  other  ecjuivalent.  The  losses  are  clear  and  positive,  and  an  inspection  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  governor  of  the  province  and  the  captain  general's  office  will  suffice  to  confirm  the  truth  of 
my  exposition;  and  also  on  this  subject  am]jle  proofs  can  bo  given  by  the  surveyor  general.  Captain  Don 
Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado,  Don  Francisco  de  Arroyo,  of  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  intendaucy,  and 
other  equally  distinguished  individuals,  who  were  in  Pensacola  in  his  Majesty's  service.  Therefore, 
considering,  on  the  one  hand,  how  difficult  it  is  to  pay  me  in  ready  money,  as  ought  to  be  the  case,  the 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  which  my  house  is  so  incontestably  entitled,  on  account  of  the  great  scarcity 
of  cash  in  the  public  coffers ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that,  besides  the  many  services  our  house  has  rendered 
at  all  times  to  his  Majesty,  with  whose  means  and  resources  it  maybe  said  the  troops  of  the  garrison  have 
been  sustained,  and  having  still  pending  and  to  receive  more  than  eight  thousand  dollars,  we  could  augment 
considerably  the  population  of  the  province  without  compensation  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  if  an  adjudication 
were  made  in  full  property  to  the  said  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.,  which  I  represent,  a  tract  or  round  of  land 
which  is  vacant,  and  which  commences  from  the  creek  known  as  Sweetwater  creek,  on  the  river  Apala- 
chicola,  and  runs  directly  west  as  far  as  the  river  Choctawhatchee,  following  the  course  of  said  river  to 
its  mouth,  on  the  bay  of  St.  Eosa,  then  eastwardly,  winding  along  the  shores  of  said  bay  and  the  sea,  to 
the  boundary  of  the  lands  on  the  east  of  the  Apalachicola,  formerly  ceded  to  our  house  by  the  Indians,  and 
running  along  the  western  boundary  of  said  land  up  the  said  river  to  the  point  of  departure.  I  am  aware 
that  this  laud,  which,  for  the  greater  part,  is  not  capable  of  being  cultivated,  will  not  compensate  for  the 
fourth  part  of  the  sum  which  we  claim,  because  the  amount  of  our  losses  exceeds,  as  I  have  said,  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  but  however  it  may  be,  this  will  be  an  additional  incentive  to  the  loyalty  and 
obedience  which  we  profess  to  our  sovereign,  and  we  do  not  wish  that  his  Majesty  should  feel  the  detriment 
of  such  a  large  reimbursement,  contenting  ourselves  with  the  hope  that  time  and  our  industry  may  be 
productive  of  benefit  to  the  said  province,  and  augmentation  to  the  royal  patrimony. 

Wherefore,  I  pray  your  excellency  tliat,  in  virtue  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  commandancy  of  Pensacola  and  this  government  concerning  the  above-mentioned 
losses,  and  the  information  which  I  will  shortly  furnish  in  proof  of  them,  you  will  be  pleased  to  adjudicate 
in  full  property  to  the  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.,  of  which  I  am  principal,  and  which  I  represent,  the  tract  of 
land  above  designated,  according  to  the  points  and  boundaries  explained,  delivering  the  necessary  titles 
of  possession,  with  which  we  shall  rest  satisfied,  content,  and  compensated  for  the  claims  of  losses  and 
indemnities  demanded,  &c.,  &c.  (Signed)  Don  Pedro  de  Antonia  de  Ayala,  John  Forbes.  Also,  a  copy 
of  the  decree  of  the  captain  general,  dated  Havana,  January  5,  1818,  as  follows:  "To  be  shown  to  the 
assessor  general,  that  he  may  advise  that  which  corresponds.  (Signed)  Cienfuegos,  Miguel  Mendez."  Also, 
a  copy  of  notification  to  John  Forbes.  (Signed)  Mendez.  Also,  a  copy  of  decree  of  the  captain  general, 
dated  Havana,  January  5,  1818,  as  follows:  "Having  been  inspected,  let  the  petitioner  of  the  house  of 
John  Porljcs  &  Co.,  above  mentioned,  be  received  at  the  notary's  office,  who  is  cliarged  therewith,  and  let 
the  testimony  ]irayed  fir  be  taken,  clothed  with  the  usual  forms;  which  done,  let  them  be  returned  along 
with  the  foregoing.  (Signed)  Cienfuegos,  Del  Monte,  Miguel  Mendez."  Also,  a  copy  of  notification  of  the 
same  to  Jolni  Forbes,  on  the  same  day,  by  Miguel  Mendez.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  decree  of  Ramirez,  the 
intendant  general,  dated  Havana,  January  7,  1818,  as  follows:  "Let  it  be  done  without  prejudice 
to  this  jurisdiction.  (Signed)  Ramirez,  Campuro,  Miguel  Mendez."  Also,  a  copy  of  a  deposition  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit:  "  I  went  to  the  house  of  Francisco  Gutierrez  de  Arroyo,  former  secretary  of 
the  intendaucy  of  West  Florida,  and  now  belonging  to  the  intendancy  general  sub-delegate,  who,  having 
taken  the  oath  usually  prescribed  to  tell  the  truth,  and  being  examined  as  to  the  tenor  of  the 
petition  of  John  Forlies,  after  having  carefully  perused  it,  declared  that,  having  resided  in  Pensacola 
from  February,  1800,  in  the  discharge  of  his  office,  he  could  testify,  as  an  occular  witness,  that  the 
acts  alleged,  for  which  an  indemnity  is  demanded,  are  so  certain  and  positive  that  no  impartial  person 
in  that  province  can  refuse  to  acknowledge.  That  the  losses  were  enormous,  not  only  in  Pensacola,  but 
also  in  the  stores  which  the  demandant  held  on  the  rivers  Apalachicola  and  Perdido;  that  the  Indians 
carried  off  the  slaves  on  their  establislmients,  concealing  them  during  the  residence  of  Colonel  Nichols  in 
that  quarter,  notwithstanding  the  remonstances  of  the  government,  on  the  commissions  given  afterwards 
to  Don  Benigno  Calderon,  captain  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  and  other  officers,  as  well  as  to  various 
individuals;  so  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  deponent,  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  asked  for  as  an  indemnity  for  the  aforesaid  losses,  comprehending  more  than  one  thousand 
head  of  cattle,  yokes  of  oxen,  draught  horses,  and  all  the  utensils  and  other  articles  which  were  taken  off 
from_  the  stores  of  Forbes  by  the  aforesaid  Indians,  for  which  not  the  smallest  compensation  has  been 
received  by  the  said  house;  it  having  also  been  the  only  one  in  Pensacola  which  has  rendered  important 
services  to  the  sovereign.  The  respondent  likewise  declared  that  the  above  deposition  is  the  whole  truth 
in  virtue  of  the  oath;  that  he  is  fifty  years  of  ago;  that  the  dispositions  of  the  law  do  not  affect  him,  &c., 
&c.     (Signed)  Francisco  Gutierrez  de  Arroyo.     Before  me,  Miguel  Mendez."     Also,  a  copy  of  another 
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deposition,  as  follows:   "In  the  city  of  Savannah,  same  day,  month,  and  year,  I  went  to  the  house  of 
Don  Yineentc  Sebastian  Pintado,  his  Majesty's  surveyor  general,  who,  liavinp;  niaile  tu  im-  tiic  ruslomary 

oatli  to  say  the  truth,  and  being  examined  in  the  same  manner  as  the  i)reeeding-  dc| nit,  drehircd  that, 

during  his  residence  at  Pensacola,  it  has  come  to  his  parlieuhir  notice  that,  in  the  various  conlliets  between 
tiic  American  Indians  and  the  subjects  of  Great  Hritain,  tlie  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.,  established  there  by 
royal  license  for  trading  with  the  Indian  tribes,  sufi'ered   \ho  most  serious  losses,  as  wi'U  in  Pensacola  as 
at  the  Perdido  and  Apalachicola  rivers,  by  the  aibresaid  events   and   causes;   and,  although  the  deponent 
cannot  state  the  amount  of  these  losses  and  injuries,  he  thinks  they  must  be  very  considerable.     That  the 
said  house  has  rendered  most  important  services  at  all  times  to  troops  of  that  station  as  well  as  to  our 
lord  the  King,  (ample  proofs  of  which  arc  to  bo  found  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this  government.) 
The  respondent  aflirms  all  this  to  bo  truth,  in  virtue   of  his   oath,  itc.,  &c.      (Signed)  Vincento  Sebastian 
Pintado.     Before  me,  Miguel  Mendez."     Also,  a   enpy  of  another  de|iosition,  as  follows,  to  wit:   "In  the 
city  of  Havana,  on  the  same  day,  I  went  to  the  domicil  of  Don  Francisco  (ruerrero,  captain  iu  the  Louisiana 
regiment,  who,  having  made  the  usual  oath,  and  examined  as  above,  declared  'that,  duriug  his  long  resi- 
dence in  Pensacola,  knew  very  [lositively  that,  iu  consecjuence  of  the  warfare  between  the  American 
Indians  and  his  ISritannic  Majesty's  subjects,  serious  losses  were  suffered   by  the  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.; 
that  at  the  time  Colonel  Nichols  was  in  that  quarter  tiie  same  Indians  carried  off  and  concealed  a  number 
of  their  negroes;  that  the  same  happened  when  Woodbine  made  himself  their  chief,  and  compelled  them 
to  steal  awaj'  negroes  and  commit  other  acts  of  atrocity;  that  they  carried  i.iff  the  cpiantity  of  cattle,  oxen, 
and  horses  specified,  after  destroying  the  stores  which  belonged  to  the  said  house  on  the  rivers  Apa- 
lachicola and  Perdido.     That,  though  sundrj'  steps  were  taken  by  the  government  in  order  to  procure  the 
restitution  of  the  immense  property  of  Forbes  &  Co.  so  pillaged,  nothing  was  returned,  so  that  the  house 
was  necessitated  to  claim  the  same  of  the  sovereign,  who  was  responsible  for  them.     That  there  is  no 
doubt  the  losses  sustained  do  amount  to  the  sum  of  $100,000,  as  well  by  an  approximate  calculation  as 
for  the  important  services  which  that  house  has  ever  rendered  to  the  troops  of  that  station  and  to  our 
lord  the  King;'   (proof  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  government.)     He  also 
attests  to  the  truth  of  the  above,  &c.,  &c.     Francisco  Guerrero.     Before  me,  Miguel  Mende/,."     Also,  a 
copy  of  another  deposition,  as  follows:  "  In  the  city  of  Havana,  same  day,  I  went  to  the  house  of  Don  Fran- 
cisco Morales,  captain  of  the  Louisiana  regiment,  who,  having  taken  the  usual  oath,  &c.,  declared  that, 
having  long  resided  in  Pensacola,  and  chiefly  duriug  the  warfare  between  the  American  Indians  and  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  he  well  knows  that  the  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.  suffered  the  losses  expressed  iu 
the  first  of  the  preceding  documents,  &c.,  &c.     (The  rest  of  the  deposition  the  same  as  the  preceding.) 
(Signed)  Francisco  de  Pablo  Morales.     Before  me,  Miguel  Mendez."     Also,  a  copy  of  the  grant  or  title  in 
form,  as  follows:  ''Havana,  January  10,  1818.     Having  inspected  the  above,  together  with  the  preceding 
documents,  which  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  tlie  assessor  by  decree  of  the  Gth  instant — taking  into 
consideration  the  merits  of  the  case,  in  which  it  apiiears  that  the  house  of  Forhes  &  Co.,  established  by 
royal  permission  in  Pensacola  for  the  pur])0se  of  trading  with  the  Indian  tribes,  claims  an  indemnity  of 
$100,000  for  losses  of  various  kinds  sustained  during  the  warfare  between  the  American  Indians  and  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  during  the  residence  of  Colonel  Nichols  in  that  province,  and,  also,  when 
Woodbine,  making  himself  their  chief,  instigated  them  to  commit  all  kinds  of  robbery;  upon  all  which 
the  necessary  representations  were  at  that  time  made,  without  effecting  a  restitution  to  the  said  house  of 
Forbes  &  Co.  of  any  of  the  negroes,  animals,  or  other  property  of  which  they  were  unjustly  spoiled.     And, 
on  the  other  hand,  considering  that  the  tract  of  land  which  they  ask  for  an  adjudication  of  in  payment  and 
compensation  of  the  aforesaid  sum  can  never  e(pial  that  amount,  in  a  province  of  such  small  population, 
where  the  lands  remain  without  cidtivation,  and  no  one  turns  his  attention  to  improve  them,  according  to 
the  information  which  his  Majesty's  surveyor  general,  Don  V.  S.  Pintado,  has  received;  but  that,  entering 
into  the  possession  of  John  Forbes,  principal  partner  of  said  hoiise,  he  will  have  the  means  of  lurnimj  said 
tract  to  use  by  introducing  cotonists  thereon,  and  making  it  beneficial  to  the  State,  that  which  is  at  present 
waste  and  abandoned;  which  considerations  moved  his  Majesty,  in  a  royal  ordinance  of  August  10,  1815, 
to  ofiFer  lands  to  those  who  were  willing  to  establish  themselves  in  the  island  of  Puerto  Pico,  as  the  most 
advantageous  mode  that  could  l)e  employed  for  increasing  population:   Therefore,  his  excellency,  making 
use  of  the  faculties  vested  in  him,  has  granted,  and  by  these  presents  docs  grant  the  said  tract  of  land  to 
John  Forbes  &  Co.,  under  the  points  and  limits  designated  in  the  first  of  the  preceding  documents,  the 
said  house  remaining  without  any  right  of  claim  upon  the  royal  treasury  for  the  losses  and  injuries  it  has 
sustained,  and  with  the  value  of  said  tract,  u-hatever  it  may  be,  remaining  compensated  for  everything,  and  the 
demands  of  said  house  for  indemnity  cancelled,  and  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  in  virtue  of  this  resolution, 
shall  put  it  in  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  said  tract.     His  excellency  ordains  the  necessary  docu- 
ments to  be  delivered  to  the  said  house,  and  the  original  to  remain  iu  the  archives.     (Signed)  Cienfuegos, 
Del  Monte,  Miguel  Mendez."'     Also,  a  copy  of  a  petition  of  Don  Colin  Mitchell,  agent  of  the  house  of  Forbes 
&  Co.,  as  follows:  "Excellent  sir:  The  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.,  of  Pensacola,  through  their  attorney  in  this 
city,  rcspectfullj'  represents  that,  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion   in  the  public  archives  of  that  place, 
occasioned  hj  the  entry  of  the  American  army,  they  have  j)reserved  the  act  or  original  decree  expedited 
by  Don  Jose  Masot,  political  and  nnlitarj'  governor  of  the  province  of  AVest  Florida,  in  consequence  of 
that  issued  by  his  supreme  government  relative  to  indemnity  for  losses  claimed  by  their  petitioners,  and 
they  having  occasion  for  two  copies  of  the  latter,  one  of  which  to  be  annexed  to  the  document  existing  in 
Pensacola,  and  the  other  for  their  own  use,  supplicate  your  excellency  to  order  the  same  to  be  delivered, 
&c.     (Signed)  Colin  Mitchell."     Also,  a  copy  of  a  decree  thereon,  as  follows:  "Havana,  December  18,  1818. 
Having  seen  by  the  foregoing  document  what  it  expresses,  let  the  testimony  prayed  for  by  the  liouse  of 
Forbes  &  Co.  be  given  to  them.     (Signed)  Cienfuegos.     (Countersigned)  Del  Monte,  Miguel  Mendez." 
Also,  a  copy  of  the  act  of  possession  given  by  Governor  Masot,  as  follows:   Don  Jose  Masot,  &c.,  &c. 
Whereas,  in  obedience  to  the  above  superior  decree  of  his  excellency  the  captain  general  of  this  province 
of  the  10th  instant,  by  which,  as  an  indemnity,  is  conceded  to  the  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.  a  tract  of  land 
situated  between  the  river  Apalachicola  to  the  east,  and  Choctawhatchee  to  the  west,  the  ocean  to  the 
south,  and  on  the  north  by  a  line  beginning  opposite  to  the  creek  known  by  the  name  of  Sweetwater 
creek,  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  Apalachicola,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  north  of  the  bluflf  known 
by  the  name  of  Alum  bluft',  and  running  west  to  the  Choctawhatchee;   thence  following  the  sinuosities 
of  said  river   to  its  mouth  on  the  bay  of  St.  Eosa;   thence  winding  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
same  to  the  sea,  the  high  waters  of  which  form  the  limits  to  the  south,  and  till  the  line  joins  the  limits 
of  the  land  formerl3-  acquired  by  the  said  house  on  the  west  of  the  Apalachicola,  in  front  of  the  island 
of  St  Vincent;   thence  running  along  the  limits  of  said  lands  to  the  rive^  Apalachicola;   thence  the  course 
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of  said  rivor  to  the  point  of  departure'  of  the  line  serving  as  the  northern  boundary  line,  opposite  the 
aforesaid  creek,  called  Sweetwater  creek:  therefore,  and  in  obedience  to  the  said  decree  of  his  excellency 
of  the  lOtli  instant,  I  put  the  said  house  of  Forbes  &  Co.  in  possession  of  the  tract  of  land  above  described, 
and,  in  conKer|uonce,  declare  and  impart  to  them/«Z/  and  direct  properhj  in  the  said  land,  so  that  they  may 
the  same  enjov,  possess,  sell,  or  transfer,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  &c.  Pensacola,  January  23,  1818. 
(Sig-ned)  Jose'Masot.  (Countersigned)  Carlos  Reggio.  All  which  foregoing  documents  are  certified  to 
be  true  copies  by  Miguel  Mendez,  second  escribano  of  the  government  and  cabildo,  December  19,  1818, 
whose  signature  as  .such  is  accredited  on  the  same  day  by  Ramon  Alvarez,  Jose  de  Galinor,  and  Lorenzo 
Ilodro,  notaries  public  of  the  city  of  Havana.  Also,  an  original  order  of  ejectment  given  by  Governor 
Callava,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  Don  Josu  Masot,  civil  and  military  governor,  &c.,  &c.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  renewed  application  of  John  Inuerarity,  esq.,  I  order  and  command  all  and  singular  person 
or  perso:.s  who  may  have  occupied  or  established  themselves  on  the  lands  or  territory  belonging  to  Messrs. 
John  Forbes  &  Co.,  situated  and  bounded  liy  and  betw^cen  the  rivers  Choctawhatchee  and  Apalachicola, 
unless  by  special  permission  of  or  agreement  with  the  said  Messrs.  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  that  they  shall 
definitively  remove  from  the  same  within  the  peremptory  term  of  ten  days  after  the  notification  of  this 
order;  and  in  case  of  non-compliance  within  the  time  specified,  they  will  be  proceeded  against  according 
to  law.  The  notification  and  execution  of  this  order  is  intrusted  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Bunker,  and,  for  the 
better  confirmation  tiiereof,  it  is  to  be  translated  into  English  by  Don  Jose  Ignacio  Cruzat;  which  trans- 
lation he  is  to  extend  and  sign  in  continuation  of  this  my  order.  Given  in  Pensacola,  signed  with  my 
hand,  sealed  witli  the  shield  of  my  arms,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  secretary  of  this  govern- 
ment, this  i^tli  day  of  Octolier,  1819.     (Signed)  Jose  Callava.     (Countersigned  1  Carlos  Reggio. 

The  signatures  to  the  transcript  frcim  Havana,  and  to  the  foregoing  order  of  ejectment,  proven  by 
Joseph  E.  Caro  by  comparison  of  handwriting. — (See  the  letters  of  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos  and  Marquis 
de  Casa  Calvo,  governors  general  of  Ijouisiana  and  West  Florida,  copied  in  report  No.  1.) 

Carlos  Evans,  being  sworn,  saith  that,  on  the  return  of  the  grant  for  said  tract  of  land  made  to  the 
house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  by  the  captain  general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  both  the  Floridas,  there  was 
a  decree  of  Governor  Masot  putting  the  grantees  in  possession  thereof,  which  possession  they  have  held 
ever  since;  that  a  number  of  improvements  have  been  made  on  difierent  parts  of  the  said  tract  by  persons 
claiming  under  the  grantees;  that,  in  the  year  1819,  at  the  request  of  John  Inuerarity,  Governor  Callava 
issued  an  order  ejecting  a  number  of  intruders,  some  of  whom  were  imprisoned  for  disobedience  of  the 
order;  and  further  saith  not. 

Desidcrio  Quiua,  being  sworn,  saith  that  he  is  acquainted  with  all  the  foregoing  facts  stated  by 
Mr.  Charles  Evans;  and  further  saith  that  the  said  house,  and  those  claiming  under  it,  have  held  actual 
possession  of  the  said  tract  of  land  ever  since  the  year  1818,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  and  a  decree  of  possession  given  by  Ciovernor  Masot;  and 
further  saith  not. 

Opinion  of  the  commissioners. 

This  grant  for  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Apalachicoa  to  the  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co. 
appears  to  have  been  made  upon  the  same  considerations  with  those  on  the  east  side,  with  this  diflference,  that 
there  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the  intendant  that  the  royal  treasury  was  responsible  to  the  said  house  for 
the  losses  sustained.  The  land  lies  in  West  Florida,  and  a  title  is  made  to  the  grantees  conveying  a  full 
and  direct  property.  In  this  case,  as  in  the  first  mentioned,  there  is  no  negotiation  with  the  Indians  for 
a  conveyance,  although  they  are  represented  as  having  been  guilty  of  the  robberies  by  which  serious 
losses  were  sustained.  The  reasons  of  this  diflcronce  are  not  understood  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 
The  only  question  to  be  decided  in  this  case  is,  whether  so  large  a  grant  for  such  purposes  could  be 
made  without  a  reference  to  the  King,  as  was  done  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Bastrop  and  others  Upon 
this  point  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  our  general  report  upon  large  claims  for  an  explanation  of  our  views. 
They  are  general  in  their  character,  as  the  materials  out  of  which  tliey  were  formed  are  limited  and 
imperfect.  As  classes  of  a  similar  description  have  frequently  been  reported  to  Congress  for  their 
examination,  they  are  believed  better  prepared  to  decide  them  than  the  undersigned  commissioners.  They 
therefore  respectfully  submit  the  case  to  their  determination. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 


No.  3. 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  Fernando  Yerra  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  twenty-five  thousand  six  hundred 
arpents,  (25,600,)  lying  north  and  south,  east  and  west,  on  Conecuh  river,  in  the  district  of  West 
F'lorida,  liy  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  coniormity  to  the  provision  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  com- 
missioners, to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Fernando  Yerra  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  25,000  arpents,  lying  north  and  south,  east 
and  west,  on  Conecuh  river,  is  founded  on  the  following  title  papers: 

An  original  decree  made  by  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  dated  New 
Orleans,  February  10,  1199,  commanding  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general,  to  put  Fernando  Yerra  iu 
possession  of  the  land  mentioned  in  the  petition  signed  and  dated  as  above. 

Also,  an  original  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  executed  by  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general,  dated 
April  5,  1199,  reciting  that  he  executed  the  survey  for  the  claimant  iu  obedience  to  a  decree  of  Manuel 
Gayoso  do  Lemos,  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  dated  F^ebruary  10,  1799. 

Also,  an  original  decree  of  concession  made  to  the  claimant  by  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  governor 
general,  countersigned  by  Andres  Lopez  Armesto,  secretary,  dated  New  Orleans,  May  18,  1199. 

John  de  la  Kua,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  never  heard  of  any  such  man  in  Florida  named 
Fernando  Yorra,  or  of  any  such  claim  as  the  one  now  presented;  and  further  saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted 
\vith  the  signatures  of  tlie  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  Mauuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  the  secretary  Andres 
Lopez  Armesto,  and  Governor  Vincente  Folch,  and  that  he  does  not  believe  either  of  the  signatures  to  be 
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genuine;  that  he  is  also  acquainted  with  the  signature  ui'  Cailns  Truih^au,  anil  ilncs  imt  lulicve  tiie 
signature  attached  to  the  certifieate  of  survey  to  be  his  handwritiii.L;';  and  I'uiihcr,  that  hr  iic\ci-  heard  nf 
his  being  in  this  province. 

William  JlcVoy,  being  dulj'  s\voru,  saith  that  he  has  lived  in  this  place  rurty-twn  years,  and  never 
knew  any  such  man  named  Fernand(.)  Yerra;  that  he  knows  Carlos  Trudeau,  the  surveyor  general,  never 
lived  in  this  province;  and  that  the  signature  to  the  grant  purporting  to  lie  that  of  Manu<d  (iayciso  do 
Leinos  does  not  appear  to  be  his  handwriting;  and  further  saith  not. 

John  ifalagiisa,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  Carlos  Trudeau,  tlie  surveyor  general,  was  nut  in  this 
province  until  the  year  1S03;  and  proved  the  other  facts  statc'd  by  William  McVoy. 

OpinitDi  (f  the  cinnniisuftioiu'ra. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  foregoing  alistract  of  the  title  jiapers,  and  tlie  testimony  suninioned  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  that  the  claim  of  Fernando  Yerra  to  the  above-mentioned  tract  of  land  will 
require  but  a  brief  opinion  from  the  undersigned  commissioners.  They  can  have  no  hesitation  in  iielieviu;'- 
that  the  title  papers  exhibited  in  su]i])ort  of  this  claim  are  forged;  and  that  Carlos  Trudeau,  who  is  made 
to  certify  the  survey  of  the  tract  of  land,  was  not  the  surveryor  general  of  AVest  I'lnrida  at  the  time  the 
grant  jmrports  to  have  been  made. 

They  consider  the  claim  invalid  and  fraudulent,  and  advise  a  rejection  of  it  by  the  Congress  of  th(3 
United  States.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  K.  OVERTUX. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
CEAVEX  P.  LUUKETT. 


No.  4. 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  Millan  de  la  Carrera.  to  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  on  the  Escambia  river,  about 
sixteen  miles  north  of  Pensacola,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish 
government,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaing  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the 
Territories  of  Florida,''  bj*  the  undersigned  connnissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Millan  de  la  Carrera  to  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  on  the  Escaml.iia  river,  about  sixteen 
miles  from  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  the  following  title  papers: 

An  original  petition,  signed  by  Millan  de  la  Carrera,  dated  May  4,  1804,  addressed  to  Don  Vincente 
Folch,  governor  general  and  sub-delegate  of  the  intendancy,  stating  that,  since  the  past3'ear,  1798,  he  has 
had  a  saw-mill  built  to  work  by  water,  situated  about  live  leagues  from  this  town,  and  in  the  same  place  in 
wdiich  the  English  formerly  had  one  constructed  during  the  time  thej^  occupied  this  Florida,  with  respect 
to  which  the  owners  did  not  present  themselves  within  the  term  stipulated  in  the  capitulation,  at  the 
conquest  of  the  province  by  the  Spanish  arms,  nor  within  the  prolongation  of  the  said  term  afterwards 
accorded.  The  place  therefore  remains  vacant  and  at  the  disposal  of  government.  In  virtue  of  all  which 
he,  the  said  Don  Millan  de  la  Carrera,  supplicates  your  lordship  that,  in  consideration  of  the  great  e.rpense 
U'hich  hag  been  occasioned  him  by  the  aforesaid  establishment,  so  useful  to  the  service  of  the  King,  advantageous 
to  the  inhabitants,  and  encouraging  to  the  settlement,  your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  in  full 
property  ten  thousand  arpents  of  superficies  within  the  following  bounds,  to  wit:  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  arpents  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Escambia,  extending  from  Stony  branch  to  a  little 
above  the  aforesaid  saw-mill,  to  be  regulated  by  the  figurative  plan  herewith  annexed,  which  your  petitioner 
has  had  taken  for  the  sake  of  greater  clearness;  the  said  ijuantity  of  land  not  to  interfere  with  an  allot- 
ment of  land  of  300  arpents,  or  such  number  as  your  lordship  may  deem  proper,  for  the  inhabitants 
employed  there  to  work  since  the  commencement  of  the  undertaking;  and  the  remaining  four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  arpents  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  river  Escambia,  in  the  form  following: 
from  the  northern  and  the  southern  extremes  of  the  space  figured  in  the  plan,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  mouth 
of  Stony  branch,  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  brancli  on  wliich  stands  the  saw-mill,  draw  lines  running 
northeast  the  distance  which  may  be  necessary  to  include  the  said  number  of  arpents,  so  that  sufficient 
timber  may  be  had  for  the  supply  of  the  mill  a»rf  ;_)a.s<»)-t' /or /Ac  ^foc^-,  and  that  this  useful  establishment 
may  at  no  time  hereafter  be  prejudiced.  This  grant,  however,  to  be  with  the  absolute  exclusion  of  the 
islands,  great  and  small,  situated  in  the  said  river,  within  the  extent  petitioned  for,  which  islands  will  be 
understood  to  remain  vacant  and  at  the  disposal  of  government.  The  grace  of  all  which  he  hopes  to 
obtain  of  your  lordship. 

Also,  an  original  decree  made  by  Ciovernor  Folch,  dated  as  before  written,  stating  that,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  well-known  sums  which  the  petitioner  has  invested  in  the  construction  of  tlie  mill  he  has 
established  in  the  same  place  in  which  the  English  formerly  had  one,  and  of  the  benefit  which  results 
from  it  to  the  service  of  the  King,  and  the  encouragement  of  the  settlement,  the  grant  is  hereby  made  to 
him  of  the  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  that  he  requires,  for  the  purpose  he  has  stated,  and  which  are 
described  in  the  annexed  figurative  plan  to  be  returned  to  him,  together  witli  his  petition,  and  this  decree 
upon  it;  all  which  documents  to  serve  him  as  a  formal  title.     (Signed)  Vincente  Folch. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Millan  de  la  Carrera  proved,  by  parol  testimony, 
the  signature  of  Governor  Folch,  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  that  a  mill  was  erected,  and  large  improve- 
ments made  on  the  said  tract  of  land  above  mentioned,  about  the  year  1800,  and  was  a  fact  of  public 
notoriety. 

Opinion  of  the  commissioners. 

This  is  an  anomalous  claim,  and  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  presented  to  this  board.  It  was  made  in 
consideration  of  the  great  expense  to  which  the  grantee  had  been  exposed  in  building  a  saw-mill,  which 
was  acknowledged  to  be  useful  to  the  service  of  the  King,  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
encouraging  to  the  settlement,  and  such  a  quantity  has  been  granted  as  was  deemed  by  the  sub-delegate 
sufficient  to  enable  the  grantee  to  supply  the  mill  with  timber  and  to  pasture  his  stock.  Xo  conditions 
are  attached  to  it,  as  the  mill  had  been  already  erected. 
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For  such  a  fijrant  as  this  we  can  find  nothing  in  the  regulations  of  Morales  \>y  which  it  is  authorized. 
These  regulations  provide  only  for  sales  and  for  gratuities  for  the  ])urposes  of  pasturage  and  cultivation. 
Wo  arc,  notwithstanding,  apprised  that  the  sub-delegates  have  been  in  the  practice  elsewhere  of  making 
grants  of  this  description.  The  presumption  is,  independent  of  this  circumstance,  that  the  subordinate 
authorities  of  Spain  acted  within  the  pale  of  their  powers.  We  are  inclined  to  believe  the  claim  a  valid 
one,  but  of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion  Congress  will  be  the  best  judge,  as  grants  like  the  present 
have  often  been  submitted  to  their  consideration.  If  any  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  power  of 
Governor  Folch,  who  made  it,  they  may  require  the  claimant  to  produce  the  law  or  ordinance  under  which 
he  acted,  or  e.xcrcise  a  discretion  to  what  extent  tiiey  will  give  the  grant  confirmation. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  connuissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 


No.  5. 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  Margarita  Goquet,  mother  of  Joseph  Poll,  to  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  at  the 
Big  Spring  of  Chipola,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  the  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories 
of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Margarita  Goquet  is  founded  on  an  original  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  executed  by 

Don  Pedro  Reggio,  deputy  surveyor  general  of  West  Florida,  on  the day  of  ,  of  ten  thousand 

arpents  of  land  at  the  Big  Spring  of  Chipola.  Also,  an  original  decree  of  concession  made  by  Don  Jose 
Masot,  governor,  &c.,  countersigned  by  the  assistant  witnesses,  Domingo  Sousa  and  Jose  Cevallos,  bearing 
date  October  16,  1817,  made  to  Joseph  Poll;  also,  an  original  grant  by  Governor  Masot,  countersigned 
by  the  same  assistants,  and  bearing  date  November  18,  1817. 

Joseph  E.  Caro  proved  the  signatures  of  Reggio,  Masot,  Sousa,  and  Cevallos. 

Josepli  Moura,  being  sworn,  saith  that,  in  the  year  1811,  he  assisted  in  transporting  hands  and  pro- 
visions to  the  tract  of  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  at  the  Big  Spring,  on  Chipola,  granted  originally  to 
Joseph  Poll,  in  order  to  commence  improvements  and  cultivation  thereon;  that  five  or  six  months  after- 
wards he  visited  the  same  place,  at  which  time  they  had  built  a  house  and  cleared  and  enclosed  a  largo 
piece  of  grountl;  that  Joseiih  Poll  was  the  son  of  Margarita  Goquet,  who  inherited  the  said  tract  of  land 
at  his  death;  and  further  saith  not. 

Manuel  Moura,  being  sworn,  saith  that  he  attended  Joseph  Moura  when  he  visited  the  said  tract  of 
land  at  the  aforementioned  periods,  and  is  acquainted  with  the  facts  stated  by  him;  and  further  saith 
that  the  negroes  employed  by  said  Poll  in  the  improvements  and  cultivation  aforesaid  absconded,  and  of 
which  was  never  recovered;  and  further  saith  not. 

Joseph  E.  Caro,  sworn,  proved  that  the  grant  made  to  Joseph  Poll,  and  presented  by  Margarita 
Goquet,  is  the  handwriting  of  Francisco  Gomez. 

Francisco  Moreno,  sworn,  saith  that  Juan  Miguel  do  Losada  left  this  place  in  the  month  of  November, 
181T,  and  that  he  acted  as  fiscal  until  that  date,  and  that  afterwards  Manuel  Armirez  succeeded  him; 
that  he  thinks  the  title  papers  in  the  above  case  are  the  handwriting  of  Francisco  Gomez. 

Opinion  of  the  commissioners  upon  the  claim  of  Margarita  Goquet  to  ten  thousand  arpents  of  land  at  the  Big 

Spring  of  Chipola. 

The  land  claimed  by  the  petitioner  is  situated  about  fourteen  miles  west  of  the  Apalachicola  river, 
around  the  Big  Spring  of  Chipola,  and  purports  to  have  been  granted  to  Jose  Poll  by  the  governor  and 
sub-delegate  of  West  Florida  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  title  itself  is  an  anomaly,  being  the  only 
one,  witli  a  single  exception,  in  West  Florida  in  which  the  governor  has  attempted  to  make  a  grant  of 
that  magnitude  to  an  individual  claimant  for  cultivation.  The  undersigned  commissioners  can  have  no 
hesitation  in  believing  that  this  grant  would  not  have  been  confirmed  by  the  superior  authorities  of  the 
Spanish  government,  according  to  her  laws  and  ordinances  referred  to  in  their  general  report  on  Spanish 
claims  and  the  report  on  large  claims,  to  which  a  particular  reference  is  suggested  for  their  views  of  the 
powers  of  the  provincial  officers  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the  policy  of  the  government  in  the  con- 
cession of  the  domain.  We  cannot,  however,  dismiss  this  claim,  with  justice  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  without  a  few  additional  remarks.  It  is  believed  that  the  Chipola  country,  the  finest  part 
of  West  Florida,  in  which  this  claim  is  located,  was  unexplored  by  and  inaccessible  to  the  Spaniards 
until  some  time  after  January  24,  1818,  the  period  subsequent  to  which  no  claim  is  valid  by  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty. 

The  grant  bears  date  in  October,  1817.  The  King's  attorney  or  fiscal,  to  whom  the  petition  was 
referred,  appears,  from  the  title  papers,  to  be  Manuel  Armirez,  who  is  ascertained  not  to  have  been 
appointed  to  that  office  until  November,  1817.  All  the  genuine  grants  of  October  are  made  with  the 
concurrence  and  intervention  of  Juan  Miguel  do  Losada,  who  is  now  living  in  Havana.  It  is  apparent, 
from  the  foregoing,  that  the  grant  is  either  antedated  or  forged.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  in  the  hand- 
writing fjf  a  young  man  who  is  proved,  by  the  most  incontestable  evidence  on  our  records,  never  to  have 
lieen  employed  in  the  government  office  as  an  assistant,  witness,  or  clerk,  and  who  is  also  proved  to  have 
been  only  learning  to  write  in  that  year,  and  to  have  been  unable  at  that  time  to  have  written  the  hand 
in  which  the  title  papers  appear,  and  who  is  also  proved  to  have  written  a  number  of  grants  which  are 
ascertained  to  have  been  fabricated  in  1820  and  1821.  With  such  a  combination  of  facts  and  circum- 
stances, added  to  the  anomalous  nature  of  the  claim  and  the  want  of  power  in  the  granting  authority, 
the  undersigned  are  of  oiiinion  that  tlie  claim  is  invalid,  and  ought  to  bo  fejected,  which  is  respectfully 
submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 
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No.  6. 

A  report  dt'a  claim  ti>  a  tract  nf  laml  cniitaiiiiiiL;'  7,r)00  arjicnts,  at  a  place  called  Belle  Fontaine,  in  tlic 
district  of  AVest  Florida,  by  title  cnianatiii};'  from  the  Spaiiisli  g-overnment,  with  an  alistract  (jf 
the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  iirovisinn  ui'  an  act  of  CunR'ress,  approved  May  8,  1822, 
entitled  "An  act  for  asccrtainint;'  claims  and  titles  tn  lands  within  tla^  Territnrios  of  Fiurida,"  liy  the 
nndersig-ned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  tlie  iicirs  (if  Vinccntc  Crespo  tn  l.oOO  aijicnts  of  land,  at  a  place  calit d  Hi-lh'  Fontaine, 
in  West  Florida,  aluiut  ten  miles  from  the  city  of  I'ensacolo,  is  fonnded  on — 

Tlie  petition  vi  the  lieirs  of  Vincente  Crespo,  "rospectfuUj'  representing  that  st>on  after  tlje  occnpa- 
tion  of  this  province  by  the  Spanish  anthorities,  in  the  year  1781,  the  father  of  ycjnr  petitioner  obtained 
from  Arturo  O'Neil,  thi'n  governor  and  snb-delegate  of  West  Florida,  a  grant  for  7,500  ar}>ents  of  land, 
situated  at  a  ]ilace  called  Belle  Fontaine,  about  ten  miles  from  tlie  city  of  I'ensacola.  That  the  said 
Crespo,  the  fatlier  of  your  ]ietitioner,  immediately  after  obtaining  the  grant  aforesaid,  made  extensive 
improvements  on  the  said  land,  which  he  continueil  to  improve  and  cultivate  for  many  years  prcvi(jus  to 
his  deatli.  That,  owing  to  the  confusion  and  irregularity  which  jirevailed  in  tlie  office  of  record  in  this 
province  for  many  j'cars  previous  to  its  occujiation  by  American  authorities,  all  the  official  documents  on 
which  the  claim  of  your  petitioners  depend  have  been  lost  or  destroyed.  And  from  the  unfortunate  and 
unprotected  situation  of  your  petitioners  since  the  death  of  their  father,  the  said  Vincente  Cresjio,  they 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  documentary  evidence  in  support  of  their  claim  to  the  said  land.  But 
your  petitioners  are  prepared  to  show  to  your  honors  the  former  existence  of  the  grant  aforesaid,  and  that 
the  right  of  the  said  Vincente  Crespo,  and  of  his  heirs,  to  the  said  7, .500  arpents  of  land  was  recognized 
and  respected  for  more  than  twenty  years  by  the  Spanish  government ;  wherefore  your  petitioners  pray- 
that  they  may  be  confirmed  in  their  right. 

Joseph  E.  Caro,  being-  duU-  sworn,  saitli  tliat  lie  has  lieen  intimate  with  the  jiublic  archives  since  the 
month  tif  August,  I81tl,  and  that  he  has  never  seen  amongst  tliem  any  document  or  evidence  of  title  to  the 
tract  of  7,500  arpents  of  land  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Vincente  Crespo;  and  further  saith  not. 

Antoine  Colein,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  in  1807  ho  first  visited  the  tract  of  7,500  arpents  claimed 
by  the  heirs  of  Vincente  Crespo;  that  there  were  some  horses,  a  large  field  cleared,  enchised,  and  under 
cultivation,  and  some  fruit  trees  growing.  That  the  improvements  were  made  at  the  instance  of  said 
Crespo,  and,  he  thinks,  from  their  appearance,  have  been  made  a  number  of  years.  That  the  said  Crespo 
lived  there  four  or  five  years  subsequent  to  the  year  1807,  and  that  the  said  land  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  said  Crespo,  his  heirs  and  agents,  ever  since  that  period.  The  said  Crespo  has  been  considered  a  man 
of  wealth  ever  since  he  knew  him,  possessing  some  negroes,  a  large  stock  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  some 
horses.  That  when  he  came  to  this  countrj'  in  1801  he  sold  to  said  Crespo  one  hundred  and  eighty  head 
of  cattle,  and  that  he  owned  other  cattle  and  five  negroes  at  the  same  time,  together  with  some  horses; 
and  in  1807  he  was  considered  a  man  of  wealth;  and  further  saith  not. 

Charles  Lavalle  says  that  in  1803  or  1804  he  was  upon  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  saw  some  horses, 
and  a  largo  tract  of  land  cleared,  enclosed,  and  under  cultivation.  That  when  he  saw  the  houses  they 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  built  many  years.  That  about  the  year  1803  or  1804  the  said  Crespo  was  in 
the  habit  of  branding  from  200  to  280  calves  annually;  and  that  he  accompanied  him  to  Fish  river,  when 
he  purchased  200  head  of  cattle;  and  that  some  time  afterwards  the  said  Crespo  purchased  a  cowpen  of 
Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  for  which  lie  paid  $20,000;  and  further  saith  not. 

Eugenio  Lavalle  says  that  about  twenty-four  years  ago  he  visited  the  tract  of  land  of  7,500  arpents,  at 
the  place  called  Belle  Fontaine,  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Crespo,  and  saw  a  number  of  houses  and  other 
improvements  suitable  for  a  cowpen;  that  Crespo  had  two  negroes  there,  and  supjioses,  from  the  number 
of  pens  and  calves,  that  there  were  between  two  or  three  hundred  head  of  cattle,  together  with  some 
horses;  that  the  improvements  appeared  to  have  been  made  some  time;  and  further  saith  not. 

Joseph  Maura  says  that  he  was  upon  the  said  tract  of  land  more  than  twenty-three  years  ago,  and 
has  been  there  several  times  since,  and  saw,  when  first  there,  a  large  stock  of  cattle,  seven  or  eight  horses, 
and  two  negroes,  belonging  to  Crespo;  that  Crespo  was  established  and  made  improvements  previous  to 
the  year  1800;  and  further  saith  not. 

John  do  la  Rua  says  that  he  first  saw  the  tract  of  land  in  the  year  1813  or  1814;  that  the  improve- 
ments then  appeared  to  be  very  old,  and  consisted  of  some  houses,  and  a  large  field  cleared  and  enclosed, 
which  seemed  to  have  been  under  cultivation  for  some  time,  and  has  always  understood  the  said  land  and 
improvements  were  the  property  of  Vincente  Crespo;  that  Colonel  King  now  occupies  the  land  by 
permission  of  Madame  Crespo;  and  further  saith  not. 

Opinion  of  (he  commissioners  upon  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Vincente  C'resiw  to  seven  thousand  Jive  hundred 

arpents  cf  land. 

The  petition  of  the  claimants  in  the  foregoing  claim  alleges  the  existence  of  a  grant  made  by  Arturo 
O'Neil  to  their  ancestor  for  the  above-mentioned  tract  of  land  which,  by  accident  or  casualty,  has  been 
mislaid  or  lost. 

The  rule  of  law  in  relation  to  lost  instruments  is  too  familiar  to  renuire  anything  more  than  a 
reference  to  it. 

The  claimants  in  the  above  case  do  not  prove  that  there  was  a  grant  for  any  cjuantity  of  land;  the 
witnesses  summoned  by  them  testify  to  improvements  only  which  might  have  been  made  on  the  lands  of 
the  royal  domain. 

There  being  no  evidence  of  any  title  given  by  his  Catholic  Majesty  or  his  lawful  authorities,  the 
undersigned  commissioners  are  of  oiiiiiion  that  the  claim  is  invalid,  and  advise  a  rejection  of  it  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 
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No.  7. 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  Francisco  Zurima  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  5,760  arpcnts,  (five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  si.\ty,)  lying  on  the  Udrthern  side  of  Escambia  river,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by 
title  emanating-  from  the  .Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity 
to  the  provision  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining 
claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Francisco  Zurima  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  5,160  arpenta,  lying  on  the  northern  side 
of  Escambia  river,  is  founded  on  the  following  title  jiapers: 

An  original  decree  made  by  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  dated  New- 
Orleans,  July  15,  n99,  commanding  the  surveyor  general  or  his  deputy  to  survey  and  put  the  petitioner 
in  possession  of  one  square  league  of  land,  as  he  solicits,  at  the  place  mentioned  in  said  petition,  being 
vacant,  and  without  interfering  with  a  third  person,  drawing  a  figured  plat  of  the  same,  and  so  done,  to 
be  remitted  to  him,  in  order  to  grant  tiie  petitioner  tiie  title  in  form;  signed  and  dated' as  above. 

Also,  an  original  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  executed  by  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general,  dated 
September  4,  liyO,  reciting  that  he  executed  the  survey  for  the  claimant  in  obedience  to  a  decree  of 
Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  dated  New  Orleans,  July  15,  1799. 

Also,  an  original  decree  of  concession  made  to  the  claimant  by  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  governor 
general,  countersigned  by  Andres  Lopez  Armesto,  secretary,  dated  New  Orleans,  October  10,  1799. 

John  de  la  Kua,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  never  heard  of  any  such  man  in  Florida  named 
Francisco  Zurima,  or  of  any  such  claim  as  the  one  now  presented;  and  further  saith  that  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  signature  of  the  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  and  the 
secretary,  Andres  Lopez  Armesto,  and  that  he  does  not  believe  either  of  the  signatures  attached  to  the 
grant  to  be  genuine.  That  he  is  also  acquainted  with  the  signature  attached  to  the  certificate  of  survey, 
signed  Carlos  Trudeau,  and  does  not  believe  the  signature  to  be  his  handwriting;  and  further,  that  he 
never  heard  of  his  being  in  this  province;  and  furtiier  saith  not. 

William  McVoy,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  has  lived  in  this  place  forty-two  years,  and  never 
knew  any  such  man  named  Francisco  Zurima;  that  he  knows  Carlos  Trudeau,  the  surveyor  general,  never 
lived  in  this  province;  and  that  the  signature  alExed  to  the  grant,  purporting-  to  be  that  of  Manuel  Gayoso 
de  Lemos,  does  not  appear  to  be  his  handwriting;  and  further  saith  not. 

John  Malagosa,  being  duly  sworn,  proved  the  above  facts,  and  further  saith  that  Carlos  Trudeau,  the 
surveyor  general,  was  not  in  the  place  until  the  year  1803;  and  further  saith  not. 

Opinion  of  the  commissioners. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  foregoing  abstract  of  the  title  papers,  and  the  testimonj'  summoned  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  that  the  claim  of  Francisco  Zurima  to  the  above-mentioned  tract  of  land  will 
require  but  a  brief  opinion  from  the  undersigned  commissioners.  They  can  have  no  hesitation  in  believing 
that  the  title  papers  exhibited  in  support  of  this  claim  are  forged;  and  that  Carlos  Trudeau,  who  is  made 
to  certify  the  survey  of  the  tract  of  land,  was  not  the  surveyor  general  of  West  Florida  at  the  time  the 
grant  purports  to  have  been  made. 

They  consider  the  claim  invalid  and  fraudulent,  and  advise  a  rejection  of  it  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 


No.  8. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  of  five  thousand  arpents,  known  vulgarly  by  the  name  of  Garzon's 
Point,  situated  about  six  and  a  half  miles  E.NE.  from  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in  the  district  of  West 
Florida,  by  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  com- 
missioners, to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Bonifay  to  a  tract  of  five  thousand  arpents  of  land  is  founded  on  the  following 
title  papers: 

A  copy  of  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  executed  by  Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado,  surveyor  general, 
dated  Havana,  May  7,  1818,  stating  that  Maria  Garzon,  Indian  of  the  Tallapoosa  or  Creek  nation,  and 
widow  of  Antonio  Garzon,  interpreter  to  the  Indians  at  Pensacola,  having  petitioned  the  governor  of  West 
Florida,  February  20,  1817,  and  fully  proved  her  right  to  the  land  known  vulgarly  by  the  name  of  Garzon's 
Point,  which  Count  de  Galvez  had  permitted  her  deceased  husband  to  occupy  and  possess  in  consideration  of 
his  good  services,  and  which  they  occupied  and  possessed  quietly  for  more  than  thirty  j'ears  without  inter- 
ruption. He  applied  to  the  intc'udant,  Don  Alexander  Ramirez  for  a  formal  title,  and  his  excellency  having 
seen  the  contents  of  a  second  jietition  of  21st  November  last,  the  opinions  of  the  ministers  of  November 
24,  and  that  of  the  fiscal  of  January  23  of  this  year,  he  ordered  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  said  land, 
which  is  situated  six  and  a  half  miles  E.NE.  from  Pensacola  in  its  nearest  part,  and  280  perches 
S.  \  SE.  from  the  mouth  of  Trout  creek,  forming  a  peninsula  or  tongue  of  land,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Manuel  Hernandez's  tract,  other  vacant  lands,  and  those  submitted  for  by  Joso  Bonifay,  on  the  south  and 
east  by  the  bay  of  Sn.  Mary  of  Galvez  at  its  entrance,  and  on  the  west  by  the  bay  of  Pensacola,  as  more 
fully  appears  by  the  annexed  plat.  And  according  to  the  extension  which,  without  prejudice  to  a  third, 
could  be  given  to  said  land,  and  which  was  probably  the  verj'  same  assigned  to  the  said  Garzon,  it 
contains  of  good,  middling,  and  bad  quality,  about  5,000  acres,  the  locality  not  permitting  the  measurement 
with  geometrical  precision  of  all  its  sinuosities  without  incurring  to  the  party  expenses  which  she  could 
not  support,  especially  as  exactness  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  the  limits  on  the  borders  of  the  said 
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ncig-hbors  beinj;-  well  defmed.  The  wliok',  with  exclusion  of  a  strip  of  land  which  is  to  Ijo  free  fur  a  |iulilic 
road  on  the  border  of  the  two  bays,  and  which,  if  necessary,  must  be  seventy  feet  wide. 

Also,  an  orig-inal  g-raiit  or  title  in  form  made  to  Maria  Garzon,  widnw  nf  Antonio  (iar/.nn,  dcccasccl, 
by  tile  intendant,  Alexander  Ramirez,  countersigned  by  I'edro  Carambot,  secretai-y  of  ^v;u-,  dated  Havana, 
May  U),  1818,  reeitint;;  thattlie  said  Maria  (uirzon  presented  a  petition  uu  the  -Jath  Octuber  last,  addressed 
to  "the  intendant  of  Havana,  with  the  annexed  authenticated  copy  of  the  pinceediu,;;-s  instituted  liefore 
Governor  Masot  in  the  year  1817,  in  which  the  said  Maria  (Jarzon  proved  lliat  the  saiil  Antonin  (Jai/.on 
Mus  ill  possc.-isvin  of  Ike  said  tract  vf  land  hdler  than  Ihiiii;  years,  which  tract  of  land  the  said  d'urzon  ohluincd 
hi)  a  decree  of  Jirii/ndier  Arturo  O'Ncil,  governor  (/eneral  of  the  prmince  of  West  Florida,  ratified  and  eonjiniied 
bi/  his  ejccellencij  Count  de  Galvez,  in  consideration  of  his  good  services  rendered  as  interpi-eter  to  the  Indians 
of  I'ensacola. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a.  mesne  conveyance  frmn  Maria  Garzim  to  thi>  claimant,  passetl  befnre  Giivei-imr  Masot, 
couutersig-ned  by  Domingo  Sausa  and  Josii  Cevallos,  assistant  witnesses,  dated  SeptemVier  2:2,  is  17,  cer tilled 
to  be  a  true  copy  liy  the  same  persons  on  the  same  day. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Joseph  Bonifay  proved  by  parol  testimony  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  that  the  said  Antonio  Garzon  cidtivated  an<l 
possessed  the  above  tract  of  land  for  thirty-eight  years;  that  he  had  cattle  on  the  same;  and  that  the 
produce  was  brought  to  this  place  for  sale  by  him;  and  that  the  grant  was  made  to  Garzdii  by  Arturo 
O'Xeil,  governor  general,  for  services  rendered  by  him  as  interpreter. 

Ojnnion  of  tlie  i'nnuni.<siiiners. 

The  certified  copy  of  a  plat  and  certificate  of  the  former  surveyor  general  of  West  Florida,  as  well  as 
the  grant  of  the  intendant  upon  which  this  claim  depends,  arc  dated  subsequent  to  January  24,  1818. 
Those  officers,  in  regard  to  Florida,  no  longer  existed;  Pintado  and  Ramirez  were  irresponsible  persons; 
and  the  former  presents  us  with  a  copy,  when  we  are  entitled  to  the  original,  under  the  solemn  stipulations 
of  the  treat}-  between  Spain  and  the  United  States.  How  far  such  documents  are  admissible  must  be 
decided  by  Congress. 

In  the  certified  copy  of  Mr.  Pintailo  lie  avers  that  the  survcj^  was  made  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  intendant,  but  does  not  give  tiie  date  of  tlie  order  or  of  its  execution.  The  grant  recites  proceedings 
had  before  Governor  Masot  in  1817,  wliich  establishes  the  long  possession  of  Garzon,  and  that  he  olitaiued 
the  land  by  a  decree  from  Governor  O'Xeil  for  his  good  services.  Whetlier  the  grant  was  a  gratuity  upon 
the  ordinary  conditions,  or  for  public  services,  we  are  unable  to  ascertain.  From  the  adduction  of  proof 
to  show  Garzon's  long  possession  and  cultivation  of  the  land,  we  are  induced  to  think  it  was  a  claim  of 
the  former  description;  and  his  services  as  interpreter  was  the  inducement  and  not  the  consideration  of  the 
graut.  Agreealily  to  the  treaty  of  1784,  b_y  which  the  Indians  were  incorporated  as  Spanish  subjects, 
the  grant  could  be  made  to  the  widow  Garzon  bj-  tlie  intendant;  but  we  submit  it  to  Congress  to 
decide  whether  Governor  0"Neil  was  competent  to  make  such  a  grant  as  a  gratuity  or  as  a  remuneration 
for  public  services  as  an  Indian  interpreter.  Garzon's  family  and  flocks  are  not  proved  to  have  warranted 
the  first,  and  we  are  not  advised  how  far  his  good  services  authorized  the  second.  Feeling  ourselves 
somewhat  at  a  loss  for  an  opinion  in  this  case,  we  have  submitted  its  determination  to  the  superior 
information  of  Congress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 

JOSEPH  M.  AVniTE. 

GRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 


No.  9. 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  Pedro  de  Allia  to  18,900  arpents  of  land  upon  the  peninsula  between  Pensacola 
bay  and  St.  Rosa's  sound,  by  a  title  emanating  fmrn  the  Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the 
evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned 
commissioners,  to  wit: 

Most  Illustrious  Sirs:  Don  Pedro  de  Alba,  with  due  respect,  exposes  to  your  honors,  that  having  a 
quantity  of  cattle,  and  there  being  a  scarcity  of  convenient  pasture  ground  to  secwe  their  preservation  and 
breeding,  he  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  this  olijcct;  on  the  contrary,  he  is  dail_y  losing  his  cattle 
on  account  of  the  past  and  present  critical  circumstances,  as  your  honors  well  know,  from  the  notoriety 
of  the  injury  done  to  all  other  inhabitants  in  this  part  of  their  wealth.  He  is  therefore  under  the  necessity 
of  looking  out  for  a  more  secure  sjiot  for  his  cattle;  and  considering  that  the  other  side  of  the  hay  from 
Deer  Point,  as  far  eastward  as  he  may  xvant,  would  be  very  convenient  for  him,  he  supplicates  your  honors 
to  grant  him  the  necessary  license  for  passing  over  his  cattle  and  forming  a  coupen ;  which  favor  he  trusts 
will  be  accorded  him  on  account  of  his  usefulness  to  this  place.    Pensacola,  March  28,  1814.    Peter  Allia. 

I  certify  that,  at  cabildo  held  this  day,  amongst  other  things,  the  following  was  agreed  upon:  "And 
finally  was  road  another  petition  from  Don  Pedro  de  Alba,  begging  permission  to  form  a  coupen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  bay  from  Deer  Point  eastward,  to  ichcra  he  may  have  occasion  for,  npon  which  the  members 
determined  to  grant  him  the  permission  he  solicits  on  condition  that  he  shall  not  jvevent  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place  from  cutting  any  hind  of  wood  on  that  spot."  In  witness  whereof,  I  hereby  give  this,  whicli  I  sign 
in  Pensacola  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1814.     Joseph  Maria  de  la  Pena,  secretary. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor:  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  respectfully  sulimits  to  your  excellency  that  he 
has  in  jwssession  a  quantity  of  cattle,  and  there  being  a  want  of  convenient  jiasture  ground  for  securing  to  him 
their  jn'eservalion  and  breed,  he  has  not  been  able  to  find  what  he  has  occasion  for;  on  the  contrary,  he  is 
sustaining  a  daily  loss  by  reason  of  the  late  and  present  critical  circumstances,  your  excellency  well 
knows,  from  the  notoriety  of  the  general  injury  done  to  the  other  iidiabitants  in  this  branch  of  their 
wealth;  and  considering  the  fitness  of  the  opposite  side  of  the  hay,  from  Fan  or  Deer  Point,  eastward  to  the 
sjMt  wliere  he  liad  pid-iip  a  fence,  wldeh  cost  him  6^200,  to  shut  his  cattle  and  horses,  which  lie  passed  over 
in  the  year  1814,  and  which  the  English  and  Indians,  as  it  is  well  known,  destroj-ed;  and,  in  order  to 
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proceed  in  transporting  his  cattle,  he  supplicates  your  excellency  most  graciously  to  grant  him  the  said  spot 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  granted  to  other  inhabitants,  d-c,  &c.    Pensacola,  October  24,  1817.    Pedro  de  Alba. 

Pensacola,  October  24,  181T.     To  be  passed  to  the  assessor  general  and  auditor  of  war.     Masot. 

Pensacola,  October  24,  1817.  Let  Don  Pedro  Reggio,  as  surveyor  pro  tempore,  advise  whether  the 
land  which  tiie  jjetitioner  asks  for  be  vacant,  or  of  the  domain;  and  if  it  is  so,  let  this  be  shown  to  the 
fiscal  of  the  ro3'al  finances,  that  he  may  thereon  make  what  observations  he  may  think  proper.     Hernandez. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  royal  finances:  The  petitioner  solicits  a  grant 
of  a  tract  of  land  which  lies  between  Deer  Point,  or  the  west  cape  of  the  small  point  formed  by  the  bay 
of  Pensacola  and  the  straits  of  St.  Kosa,  and  a  fence  which  he  says  was  made  by  him  in  the  year  1814, 
and  which  the  Indians  and  English  destroyed.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  spot  where  the  fence  was  erected, 
but  from  the  demand  of  the  petitioner  I  conclude  it  was  eastward  of  the  point  called  Careening  Point, 
which  is  opposite  to  this  place,  on  the  otiier  side  of  the  bay.  By  decree  of  the  2.5th  of  September  last 
your  excellency  was  pleased  to  grant  to  Don  Eugenio  Lavallet,  an  inhabitant  of  this  place,  800  acres  in  the 
same  spot  and  jxninsida.  By  decree  of  the  24th  of  October  last  your  excellency  also  granted  to  Jay  me 
Barcelo,  of  (his  jilace,  800  acres  on  the  spot  called  Shell  Hill,  which  piece  of  land  is  to  the  east  of  the  preceding, 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  aforesaid  strait;  consequently  these  two  tracts  form  a  part,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  that  which  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  solicits,  unless  the  fence  which  he  mentions  be  one  which  existed  and 
began  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Jordan,  or  Yellow  Water,  and  terminated  at  the  straits  of  St.  Rosa. 
Li  this  ca.se,  the  traci  of  land  which  the  said  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  asks  for  would  consist  of  nearly  18,000 
square  acress;  abating  (he  1,600  granted  to  Lavallet  and  Barcelo,  there  tmuld  remain  16,400  acres,  which  I 
consider  Indian  territory,  as  I  have  already  informed  your  excellency  in  the  petitions  2^rqff-'e)-ed  by  Lavallet 
and  Barcelo.  Your  excellency  will  resolve  what  you  may  think  more  proper,  &c.,  &c.  Pensacola, 
November  3,  1817.     Pedro  Reggio. 

Be  it  conmiunicatcd  to  Don  Pedro  de  Alba.     [Two  flourishes.] 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  finances:  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  respectfully 
represents,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  notification  given  to  him  of  the  petition  whicli  he  presented  on  the 
24th  of  Octolier  last,  in  which  he  solicits  the  land  lying  between  Careen  and  Deer  Points,  and  from  thence 
to  the  spot  where  he  erected  a  fence,  part  of  which  was  destroyed  by  the  Lulians,  and  in  consequence  of 
what  Don  Pedro  Reggio  has  informed  your  excellency,  he  declares  that  on  March  28,  1814,  there  was 
granted  to  him  a  piece  of  land  of  which  he  now  solicits  the  title,  by  the  cabildo  which  then  governed  in 
this  place,  agreeably  to  the  annexed  documents;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  ordered  a  fence  to  bo  erected, 
and  passed  over,  as  is  well  known,  thirty-eight  breeding  cows,  (wo  bidls,  seven  horses,  and  four  negroes,  all 
of  which  were  on  the  other  side  at  (he  time  that  the  English  and  Indians  retired  from  this  jjlacefor  Apalachicola, 
carrying  irith  them  the  cattle,  horses,  and  two  negroes,  after  having  tilled  (he  remaining  (ico  for  not  allowing 
them  to  rob  the  provisions  they  had  for  their  own.  use  ;  for  which  i-eason  ho  considers  himself  entitled  to  the 
said  land,  having  possessed  it  for  four  years,  taking  into  the  account  the  loss  which  he  equally  sustained  of 
all  the  lumber  2vhich  he  had  prejMred  for  a  house  of  forty  feet  front,  and  ready  to  be  transported  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Deer  Point,  and  burnt  by  the  Indians;  and  nolwilhsfanding  the  800  ao-es  granted  (o  E. 
Lavallet  and  as  many  to  J.  Barcdo,  which  was  the  choice  of  the  whole  tract;  in  consideration  of  all  which, 
and  of  what  he  has  declared,  requests  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  land  which  he  solicited  in  his  first 
petition  for  said  purposes.     Pensacola,  December  3,  1817.     Pedro  de  Alba. 

Pensacola,  December  20,  1817.  In  consequence  of  what  the  minister  pro  tempore  of  the  royal 
finances  gave  as  his  opinion  on  the  19th  December  instant,  at  the  instance  of  Mary  Weaver,  stating  that 
the  Indian  nation  had  no  claim  to  the  lands  which  the  petitioner  asked,  nor  even  to  others  more  distant, 
as  was  also  decreed  hy  the  minister  principal,  Don  Juan  Miguel  de  Losada,  in  the  similar  case  of  Jaynie 
Barcelo:  Thereibre,  let  there  be  granted  to  tlie  petitioner  the  acres  of  land  which  lie  solicits;  for  which  end 
these  proceedings  are  to  be  passed  to  the  surveyor  appointed,  that  he  may  put  him  in  possession  of  them, 
after  notice  being  given  to  the  neighboring  claimants,  and  without  prejudice  to  a  third  party,  drawing- 
out  a  plot  which  shall  be  presented  to  this  oflice  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  title;  let  the  costs  be 
paid  by  the  petitioner,  and  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  to  bo  left  at  the  office  to  give  information  to  the 
superior  authority  for  his  ap2}robation.     Masot.     Sausa.     Cevallos. 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  its  original,  which  remains  in  public  archives,  which  I  certify;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party  I  grant  this  in  six  folios  of  common  paper,  the  sealed  not  being  in  practice.  Pensa- 
cola, August  2,  1819. 

JOSE  CALLAVA. 

Jose  Cevallos. 

domixuo  s.vusa. 

Don  Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado,  captain  of  infantry,  surveyor  general  of  West  Florida  for  his  Majesty, 
now  in  this  city,  by  the  deposition  of  Don  Alexandro  Ramirez,  intendant,  &c.,  &c.: 
The  ayuntamiento  (town  council)  of  Pensacola,  having,  at  their  meeting  of  Jlarch  28,  1814,  acceded 
to  the  petition  of  Pedro  de  Alba,  senior,  praying  leave  to  establish  a  cowpen  on  that  side  of  the  bay 
opposite  to  the  town,  from  the  point  called  the  Carenero  (Careening  place,)  continuing  eastward  as  far 
as  occasion  may  require,  it  became  necessary  that  the  extent  sin  mid  be  determined  in  order  that  it  might 
be  ascertained  what  portion  of  that  tongue  of  land  appertained  to  the  royal  domain,  and  I  effected  that 
object  by  limiting  him  to  the  spot  where  he  had  begun  an  enclosure,  fiftt'en  English  miles  distant  from 
the  most  westerly  point  of  the  Careening  ground,  by  a  line  drawn  from  said  spot  due  south  until  it  meets 
St.  Rosa's  sound;  the  space  enclosed  by  the  same  containing  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  superficial  arpents, 
more  or  less,  according  to  the  notes  in  my  note  book  No.  8.  And  inasmuch  as  said  land  was  granted  to 
said  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  by  the  sub-delegation  of  the  royal  finances  of  that  province,  in  a  decree  of  the 
20th  of  December  last,  but,  with  respect  to  the  extent  and  configuration  of  the  same,  some  doubts  have 
occurred  to  the  deputy  in  said  province,  in  consequence  of  his  not  knowing  what  its  eastern  boundary 
was  to  be,  and  of  two  precedent  grants  having  been  made  by  the  same  sub-delegation  of  eight  hundred 
arpents  each — the  one  to  Eugenio  Lavallet,  and  the  other  to  Jayme  Barcelo,  the  plots  of  winch  have  not 
yet  come  to  my  hands,  and  of  the  situation  of  the  first  of  which  only  I  am  informed;  having,  moreover, 
been  notified  of  all  these  circumstances  by  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  said  tribunal,  and  by  a  letter  of  Alba 
himself,  dated  the  22d  of  December,  it  becomes  necessary  to  clear  up  this  difliculty,  and  to  settle  the 
affair  on  terras  on  which  none  of  the  parties  can  suffer  any  injury,  and  whereby  each  may  know  what 
belongs  to  him  by  reason  of  said  grant,  and  may  peaceably  undertake  his  labors,  and  reap  tiie  fruit  of  his 
industry,  it  being  (he  particular  province  of  the  surveyor  general  to  settle  difi'erences  and  disjnUes  of  U lis  nature. 
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Tiio  I'lilluwiny;  remarks  must  be  attended  to,  for  whose  better  undcrstandiii;^;  and  <ilisei-vanrc  ihr  aci-nm- 
panyiiig-  figurative  plan  will  be  of  service: 

L  That  at  no  time,  and  for  no  reason  whatsoever,  (except  in  Ihe  case  whii-h  will  !»■  iiieiitinncd 
further  on,)  can  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  pretend  to  or  claim  more  land  towards  the  east  than  is  designateil 
in  tlie  foregoing  plat,  signed  by  me  this  day,  and  having  fir  its  boundary  the  north  and  smith  line  di'awn 
at  fifteen  English  miles  distant  from  the  most  westerly  point  of  the  Careening  ground,  agrecaMy  to  the 
limitation  made  on  January  2,  1815. 

2.  That  the  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  arpents  superficies  <'nntaincd  in  Iheli-acl  repres<Mited  in 
the  plat  are  reduced  to  eighteen  thousand  nine  liundred,  by  reason  nf  the  grants  to  Lavallet  and  Uarceln, 
nu'ulioned  by  the  deputy  in  his  report  of  the  3d  of  November  last  year,  which  are  Udt  represented,  because 
the  surveys  of  them  have  not  arrived,  but  of  wdiicli  positive  infornuition  has  been  nlitained,  that  the  first 
is  situated  at  the  point  A  on  the  jilat,  and  the  other  will  be  laid  on  the  spot  which  its  tenor  may  re<iuire, 
without  the  possibility  of  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  Don  Pedro  de  Alba. 

3.  That  Don  Vincente  Ramo  having  solicited  two  thousand  five  hundred  ariients  sujierficies  on  tin; 
western  part  of  said  tongue  of  land,  and  space  marked  on  the  plot  with  the  letters  B,  C,  D,  E,  by  a 
petition  of  September  28,  1817,  addressed  tn  the  superintendent,  and  pursuant  to  his  decree  of  October  2 
following,  reported  by  me  on  the  seventh  of  the  same  month,  and  the  concession  or  refusal  not  having  yet 
come  to  my  knowledge,  the  said  Pedro  de  Alba  sin  mid  lie  notified  that,  in  case  the  grant  has  been  made, 
he  must  not  resist  or  oppose  possession  being  taken  of  said  land,  but  his  eighteen  thousand  five  hundred 
arpents  are  to  remain  complete,  leaving  out  the  space  F,  which  is  still  a  part  of  the  royal  domain,  and  is 
destined  for  the  abovc-mcutioned  purpose. 

For  a  perpetual  testimony  of  the  same,  and  in  order  that  no  dilliculties  may  arisii  hereafter  between 
the  parties,  I  give  the  present  on  file,  in  the  city  of  Havana,  this  fifteenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

VINCENTE  SEBASTIAN  PINTADO. 

I,  Don  Joseph  Callava,  knight  of  the  military  order  of  St.  Hormenegildo,  decorated  witli  tlie  cross  of 
distinction  of  the  battle  of  Almociil,  colonel  in  the  royal  armies,  and  military  and  political  governor  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida,  &c. — 

Do  certify  that,  in  the  month  tif  August  last,  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  presented  to  me  a  grant  of  land 
made  to  his  father  by  the  sub-delegation  December  20,  1817,  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay, 
requesting  that  he  might  have  a  coiiy  and  that  the  original  might  remain,  as  is  custiimary,  in  evidence  of 
the  same  in  this  public  archive.  But  iiwing  to  the  confusion  of  tlie  papers  in  the  months  of  December, 
January,  and  February  last,  when  an  invasion  was  apprehended  from  the  American  troops,  at  which 
time  the  archives  of  the  province  were  carried  with  great  precipitation  to  Fort  St.  Carlos  de  Barrancas, 
it  is  presumable  that  the  said  original  documents  may  have  been  mislaid  or  mixed  with  other  papers;  and 
although  the  assistant  witnesses  have  searched  for  them  bj-  my  order,  they  have  not  come  to  light  amongst 
the  archives. 

lu  testimony  whereof,  I  give  the  present  certificate  at  his  request,  in  order  that  it  may  serve  at  all 
times,  and  before  any  tribunal  whatever,  as  an  evidence  of  the  unlucky  accident  which  befcl  said  original 
decree.     Pensacola,  March  21,  1820. 

JOSEPH  CALLAVA. 

Ambrose  Crane,  being  aftirmed,  saith  that,  in  the  month  of  July  or  August,  1819,  he  settled  upon  a 
piece  of  land  in  Santa  Rosa's  sound,  and  that  in  a  conversation  sViortlj'  afterwards  with  Peter  Alba  he 
acknowledged  that  his  claim  only  extended  to  the  Spanish  Old  Fields,  and  that  if  he,  Mr.  Crane,  was 
beyond  them  he  was  not  on  his  land;  and  further  saith  not. 

Eugcnio  Lavalle,  sworn,  saith  tliat  Pedro  Alba,  senior,  made  a  plantation  un  the  above  tract  <if  land 
previous  to  the  year  1814;  that  he  had  some  cattle  and  horses  on  the  land  and  hands  at  wiirk;  that  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  it  in  consequence  of  hostilities  of  the  Indians  in  the  year  1814,  returned  to  it  in 
1817,  and  has  been  iu  possession  ever  since,  and  that  he  was  on  the  land  in  the  year  1814;  and  further 
saith  not. 

Joseph  Noriega,  sworn,  confirms  the  above  facts  stated  by  Eugenie  Lavalle. 

Opinion  of  ihe  commissionei's. 

From  an  examination  of  the  foregoing  title  papers,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  claim  originated  under 
the  constitutional  government  of  Spain,  in  the  year  1814,  upon  an  application  to  the  ayuntamiento,  or 
cabildo,  of  West  Florida,  for  permission  to  graze  cattle  on  the  other  side  of  the  bay  from  "  Deer  Point  as 
far  eastward  as  the  petitioner  might  w^ant."  This  permission  was  granted  to  him  upon  a  condition 
prescribed  by  the  cabildo  that  clearly  indicated  an  intention  not  to  give  any  title  of  property;  and, 
admitting  them  to  be  competent  to  do  so,  which  is  very  questionable,  it  would  have  been  done  subject  to 
the  approval  or  rejection  of  the  provisional  junta  of  Havana,  according  to  a  decree  of  the  Cortes,  then  of 
binding  authorit}',  as  a  law  of  the  Spanish  government.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  such  a 
grant  would  never  have  been  confirmed  to  any  extent  greater  than  the  quantity  alh.iwed  for  cowpens  by 
the  regulations  of  the  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  and  the  intendaut  and  superintendant  general  of 
that  province  and  West  Florida,  which  is  a  quantity  far  less  than  that  claimed  by  the  petitioner.  The 
act  iif  the  cabildo  could,  at  best,  only  be  ci.msidered  as  a  permit  of  settlement,  which,  if  occupied  for  a 
number  of  years,  according  to  the  usages  and  laws  of  the  province,  would  have  entitled  Mr.  Alba  to  a 
concession  of  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land.  The  claim  in  its  further  progress  is  entirely  an  anomaly. 
The  claimant,  aware  that  he  had  no  right  derived  from  the  license  of  the  cabildo,  jietitioned  the  governor 
for  a  grant  of  the  land  to  the  place  where  ho  had  built  a  fence  some  time  before,  which  is  a  vague 
designation  of  the  limit  of  the  land  petitioned  for,  and  is  since  ascertained  by  the  testimony  to  be  a  point 
that  would  only  include  iu  the  area  about  3,000  instead  of  18,900  arpents  now  claimed  liy  ilr.  Alba, 
and  to  cover  which  he  has,  according  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Crane,  selected  a  point  of  considerable 
distance  up  the  sound  for  the  location  of  his  fence,  not  thought  of  by  him  so  late  as  the  j^ear  1819.  It  will 
be  seen  by  the  report,  purporting  to  be  that  of  the  survej'or,  that  he  does  not  comprehend  the  extent  of 
the  application,  and  does  not  give  any  satisfactory  information  upon  which  a  grant  for  a  specific  quantity 
might  be  given;  and  the  governor,  contrary  to  established  usage  and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
Spanish  government,  has  made  a  decree  of  concession  without  any  knowledge  of  the  quantity,  and  without 
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reference  to,  or  the  intervention  of,  the  iiiscul,  or  King's  attorney,  whose  opinion  was  always  reqnired  in 
regular  grants,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  onr  general  report  on  Spanish  claims,  and  the  formation  of 
the  tribunal  of  the  intendant  or  sub-delegate,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Indies.  The  certificate  of  the 
surveyor  general  in  relation  to  the  land  is  an  extra  official  act  made  subsequent  to  January  24,  1818,  and 
therefore  would  be  entirely  disregarded  if  it  did  not  bear  internal  evidence  of  the  time  and  object  for 
which  it  was  written.  It  is  conlidently  believed  that  no  survey  was  ever  made  of  the  land;  and  his 
intention,  in  his  office  at  Havana,  was  t(")  giveiigure  and  dimension  to  that  which  had  none  before,  and  to 
fabricate  himself  a  title  for  the  claimant  that  he  himself  did  not  think  of  until  1819,  when  the  province 
was  surrendered  to  the  United  States.  The  certificate  of  Governor  Callava  is  worthy  of  particular 
remark,  lie  certifies  that  in  August,  1819,  Don  Pedro  de  Alba  presented  to  him  a  grant,  requesting  that 
the  original  might  remain  in  the  office,  and  a  copy  be  delivered  to  the  claimant.  By  the  organization  of 
the  Spanish  tribunal,  the  original  grants,  at  the  time  they  were  made  out,  are  required  to  be  placed  in  the 
office,  and  entitled  diligencia>f,  (proceedings,)  a  copy  <if  which  is  delivered  to  the  party  interested.  This 
decree  of  concession  purports  to  have  been  made  in  1817,  and  how  Mr.  Alba  should  have  had  the  original 
in  August,  1819,  is  a  matter  entirely  xnioxplaiucd.  If  it  was  a  genuine  original,  wliy  did  not  the  claimant 
keep  it  in  his  possession,  as  he  had  done  from  the  year  1817?  But,  in  consequence  of  the  confusion  of 
the  papers,  says  Governor  Callava,  the  original  was  lost !  It  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  this  paper, 
which  was  deposited  for  safe  keeping  in  a  public  office,  in  which  by  law  it  ought  to  have  remained,  should 
have  been  the  only  one  of  which  we  have  any  account  in  our  extensive  examinations  which  is  alleged  to 
have  been  lost  in  the  confusion  of  that  expected  invasion.  If  this  grant  was  fabricated,  the  claimant 
could,  with  greater  prospect  of  success,  impose  upon  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  a  certified 
copy  than  the  original,  with  all  the  signatures  and  rubrications,  and  that  will  more  reasonably  explain 
the  loss  of  the  one  deposited  in  1819.  It  will  also  be  observed  that,  as  an  inducement  to  this  grant,  Mr. 
Alba  alleges  the  loss  of  his  cattle,  horses,  and  materials  for  a  house,  and,  in  considertition  of  what  is  set 
forth  in  his  petition,  the  concession  is  made;  and,  notwithstanding  the  grant,  he  has  presented  a  claim 
against  the  United  States  for  the  same  /o.s-.se.s,  and  made  affidavit  that  he  had  never  received  any  coni- 
j)ensation.  From  a  view  of  the  claim  and  evidence,  the  undersigned  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that 
the  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  tlie  jirovince  was  not  invested  with  power  ti:i  make  such  a  grant,  and 
that  it  never  would  have  been  confirmed  by  the  superior  authorities  of  the  Spanish  government,  allowing  it 
to  be  genuine;  but,  from  its  irregularity  and  questionable  shape,  they  cannot  advise  a  confirmation  of  it. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  E.  OVEPtTON. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 
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CEN'EIi.U,    UEMARKS. 

Xii.  I.  Ill  liiuuv  of  these  claims  tlu'  ciilli\:iti')U  \v;is  iinivcd  tn  have  bcrii  mnl  imicil  tn  (he  |ii-csciil 
time.  It  was  considered  uunocessary  to  inc|uire  into  or  record  these  i'acts  I'uilhei-  than  Ihc  iicrfoiinaiicr  df 
the  conditions  reiniired.     No.  8.  This  claim  is  an  island  g-rantcd  lor  800  arpents,  mnic  m-  h'ss. 

Xos.  10,  11,  12.  In  these  claims  the  concession  is  g-iven  with  a  decretal  (irder  ul'  survey  in  LSII,  and 
the  titles  in  form  given  in  1818.  In  such  cases  the  titles  are  confirmed  upon  the  concession  or  urder  of 
survey. 

No.  21.  riat  and  certificate  incorrectly  returned.  N'd.  41.  This  g-rant  was  maile  t^i  the  vicar  for  the 
uses  of  the  Catholic  church. 

No.  15.  Contirmcd,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  conditions  contained  in  the  grant  rehitive  to  the 
defence  of  Pcnsacola,  and  garden  lots  laid  out  by  the  English  authorities,  upon  tlii'  original  i)lan  of  the  city. 

No.  76.  Title  papers  lost.  Confirmed,  subject  to  any  restrictions  or  conditions  which  the  laws  and 
usag-cs  of  Spain  impose,  if  any,  upon  grants  of  land  contiguous  to  forts,  &c. 

No.  77.  Much  of  this  island  subject  to  inundation.  No.  78.  This  grant  was  made  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  wood. 

No.  79.  This  grant  was  made  to  enable  the  grantee  to  supply  timber  for  the  i-oyal  works  and  fortili- 
cations  at  Barrancas  and  St.  Kosas. 

No.  80.  Original  title  papers  lost.  Proved  to  have  been  cleared  and  cultivated  many  years  before 
the  concession. 

All  which  is  resiiectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  i;.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
CRAVEN  P.  LUCKETT. 


A. 

The  examination  of  most  of  these  claims  was  made  under  the  acts  of  Congress  passed  on  May  8,  1822, 
and  February  27,  1823.  Although  it  would  appear  from  the  abstracts,  which  are  framed  agreeably  to  the 
regulations  of  Morales,  that  the  lands  were  designed  for  cultivation  alone,  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  the  greater 
number  of  cases  were  intended  both  for  pasturage  and  agricultural  purposes,  and  some  for  the  former  alone. 

These  grants,  concessions,  and  orders  of  survey  were  proved  to  liave  emanated  from  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  or  his  lawful  authorities  in  the  Floridas,  prior  to  January  4,  1818.  The  claimants  adduced  satis- 
factory evidence  of  their  having  substantially  fulfilled  the  conditions  imposed  upon  them,  either  before 
the  date  of  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  or;  having  been  prevented  by  the  recent 
circumstances  of  the  Spanish  nation  and  the  revolutions  in  Europe,  completed  them  within  the  time 
limited  in  the  same,  respectively,  subsequent  to  that  period.  It  was  also  in  proof  that  the  orders  of  survey 
have  been  actually  executed  anterior  to  January  24,  1818,  agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  May  8,  1822. 

In  our  examinations  rmder  the  act  of  Congress  passed  February  27,  1823,  we  have  ascertained  the 
facts  of  actual  settlements  prior  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  L'nitcd  States,  and  particularly  as 
indispensable  to  authorize  us  to  decide  claims  over  1,000  and  under  3,500  acres.  Where  our  inquiries 
have  been  directed  by  the  act  passed  on  February  28,  1824,  upon  the  presentment  of  the  originals,  we 
have  onlj'  required  the  deraignment  to  be  made  out  by  office  abstracts  for  the  last  ten  years  preceding 
the  surrender  of  Florida  to  the  Linited  States,  with  a  deed  or  devise  to  the  claimant,  and  a  compliance 
with  the  conditions  attached  to  the  claim. 

A  concession  is  merely  a  grant  of  the  land  petitioned  for  before  the  making  out  of  a  formal  title.  The 
first  is  generally  made  when  the  order  of  survey  is  decreed,  and  the  last  after  the  plat  and  certificate  are 
returned,  and  conditions,  if  any,  are  performed.  AVhere  the  concession  and  titles  in  form  are  both  filed, 
we  have  given  the  date,  &c.,  of  the  first,  and  noted  the  other  in  the  column  of  general  remarks. 

The  sub-delegates  and  intendants  of  Havana  have,  in  some  instances,  proceeded  to  complete  the  claim 
subsequent  to  January  24,  1818.  In  such  cases  we  have  considered  the  claim  barred  by  the  treaty,  unless 
there  was  a  grant,  concession,  or  order  of  survey  actually  executed  prior  to  that  time.  The  commissioners 
did  not  consider  themselves  authorized  to  recognize  any  act  of  the  Spanish  authorities  as  legal  after  that 
period.  They  have  thus  investigated  such  claims,  noting  the  subsequent  steps  in  the  column  of  general 
remarks. 

The  original  grant  upon  which  some  of  these  claims  are  founded  has  not  been  filed,  but  onlj^  recited 
in  the  mesne  convej-ances,  by  which  the  deraignment  is  satisfactorily  completed.  In  a  few  instances  the 
year  only  is  mentioned  in  whicli  the  grant  was  made  by  the  Spanish  government;  and  in  others  the  name 
of  the  sub-delegate  from  whom  it  was  obtained.  We  have  in  these  cases  given  the  date  of  the  oldest 
mesne  conveyance. 

We  have  also  included  in  this  class  claims  where  the  original  grant  has  been  filed;  lint  there  is  one 
or  more  links  in  the  chain  of  title  found  to  be  absent  between  the  grantee  and  present  claimant. 

It  was  the  practice  where  a  grant  was  made  to  deposit  the  original  in  the  office  of  finances  to  be 
recorded,  and  the  claimant  was  given  a  certified  copy.  These  records  were  not  permitted  to  remain  in 
this  province,  but  were  all  removed  to  the  Havana  several  years  since.  Others  were  dcstroj-ed  by  the 
pirates,  as  is  in  proof  before  us,  on  their  passage  to  that  place.  Some  obtained  possession  of  the  originals, 
but  others  did  not;  and  the  above  causes  combined  are  alleged  by  the  claimants  as  a  reason  to  account 
for  the  absence  of  original  title  papers.  Where  the  office  of  alcalde  has  contained  any  important  document 
connected  with  the  claims,  we  have  had  it  submitted  to  our  inspection,  or  obtained  certified  extracts 
therefrom;  but,  except  as  to  the  mesne  conveyances,  we  regret  to  say  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  procure 
very  little  information  from  that  quarter,  as  it  was  not  the  office  in  which  originals  were  recorded. 

By  the  regulations  of  Morales  me^ne  convej^ances  were  made  before  the  commandants  of  posts,  who 
were  directed  to  see  that  the  seller  presented  to  the  buyer  the  title  which  he  has  obtained;  and  in  addition, 
being  careful  to  insert  in  the  deed  the  metes  and  bounds,  and  other  descriptions  which  result  from  the 
title,  and  the  proces  verbal  of  the  survey  which  ought  to  accompany  it.  In  West  Florida  this  duty  was 
not  only  executed  by  the  governor,  but  by  the  escribanos  or  notaries  of  government;  and  under   the 
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WIUTTKN'    TERMITS    OF    SETTLEMENT. 


These  claiins  are  fiiiinilcil  upon  iryillrn  y«;-;/n7s  iilitaiiied  from  the  .n'overiiors  nl'  Florida,  whici]  seoiiri' 
to  tlie  petitioner  the  iindisturhed  oecupatioii  of  the  land  for  the  purposes  of  ^'razin.n'  and  cultivation.  It. 
was  an  imluln-eaee  extended  by  the  Spanish  ii'ovemment  to  indigent  persons  wlio  were  unable  to  bear  the 
expenses  iiu'ident  to  a  concession  or  conii)Iett'  title,  and  to  foreif;'ners  who  avowed  an  intention  to  become 
resident  subjix'ts.  B}'  the  decree  of  November  '■li,  ISOli,  stran,i;-ers  and  foreiL^'ners  could  only  obtain  a 
grant  after  long  residence  in  the  country,  which  was  iu  entire  conformity  with  the  policy  of  Spain  in  all 
her  American  provinces.  During-  this  state  of  protection  they  occupied  the  laud;  and,  after  being  put  into 
possession,  it  is  understood  that  they  never  were  deprived  of  it  where  they  performed  the  usual  conditions. 
The  permits  iu  both  of  these  cases  were  followed  by  a  concession  whenever  the  means  and  conveniences 
of  the  parties  authorized  them  to  make  the  application.  Their  right  to  it  was  considered  by  the  Spanish 
authorities  as  incontestable.  In  the  eye  of  the  Spanish  law  these  inchoate  titles  were  viewed  as  property; 
they  descended  by  inheritance,  and  were  transferred  from  one  to  another  by  private  contract. 

This  species  of  claim  is  distinguisluMl  tVoin  a  concession  in  this:  that  in  the  latter  it  was  nniformly 
the  lu-aetice  to  order  the  surveyor  to  run  out  the  land,  either  before  or  alter  the  grant,  and  i)nt  the  party 
in  possession.  In  the  case  of  uTillcti  jicnnils  af  si/llcmcnt  no  such  formality  was  used;  the  petitioner  was, 
in  the  first  instance,  simply  authorized  to  occupy,  cultivate,  and  pasture  a  particular  tract  of  land  witJKjut 
molestation. 

these  claims  are  valid  where  the  conditiims  usually  attached 
ly  the  claimants  prior  to  January  24,  1818,  or  since  that  time, 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty.  It  is  believed  that  they  con- 
Nii  fraud  can  attach  to  them;  they  are  iu  conformity  with  the 
policy  i,)f  the  Si)anish  government  in  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  her  domain,  and  have  alwaj's  been 
recognized  by  her  authorities  as  entitled  to  com])lete  grants.  The  board  of  commissioners  west  of  l'(,'arl 
river  reported  in  favor  of  claims  of  this  description;  and  iu  the  second  section  of  the  act  passed  March  2, 
1805,  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory  (if  t)rleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana,  and  the  second  section  of  an  act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  &.C., 
passed  May  T,  1822,  provision  was  made  for  their  confirmation. 

The  first  article  of  Morales'  regulations  provides  that  the  quantity  to  be  granted,  where  a  gratuitous 
concession  is  made,  shall  amount  to  a  number  of  arpents  as  large  as  the  petitioner  sliall  he  judged  capable 
to  cultivate,  according  to  the  number  of  his  fantilij,  and  the  number  of  beasts  to  be  jiastured.  In  some  cases 
before  us  the  quantity  thus  appropriated  is  stated  in  the  permit,  in  others  no  such  provision  is  to  be 
found.  It  has,  howevei',  been  usual  to  grant  such  claimants  800  arpents,  which  is  a  limit  fixed  b_v  the 
regulations  of  Morales,  and  not  tn  be  exceeded  in  gratuitous  concessions,  unless  the  number  of  the 
petitioner's  family,  his  beasts  to  be  pastured,  and  his  ability  for  cultivatiim,  recommend  a  departure  from 
the  common  rule.  In  the  case  before  us  there  is  no  proof  to  bring  them  within  the  reason  of  the  exception, 
and  they  cannot,  consequently,  bo  entitled  to  more  than  800  arpents,  laid  off  in  the  usual  form. 

All  of  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL   E.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
CRAVEN  r.  LUCKETT. 


The  commissiduers  are  of  opinion  thai 
to  gratuitous  grants  have  been  jierformcd 
if  entitled  to  the  indulgence  containol  in 
stitute  the  must  equitable  titles  iu  Floriila. 


C. 

Abstract  of  claims  to  land  in   West  Florida,  founded  upon  sales  made  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  which 

have  been  eonjirmed  by  the  undersigned  eommissioners. 
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By  whoni  surveyed. 
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..do.... 

Mar.,  18ia 
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Pedro  Regcio.     .. 

..d.-i..,. 

Feb.,  1816 

33  1-1(1 

Arij'ngPensacolaW. 

do 

Feb.  36.  ISUi 

, do 

^ 

Thomas  English  . ,. 

Millan  de  ia  Cnrrt-ra 

..do... 

Mar.,  1816 

800 

Perdido  river 

do 

Nov.   7,1815 

do 

10 

Pedro  Philibert 

Pedro  Philibert.    ... 

do.... 

Mar..  1816 

800 

IV.  of  Bayou  Mulatto 

do 

Dec.  12,1814 

d.p 

11 

I'odro  Alba,  sr 

Pedro  Alba,  sr 

..do.... 

Mar.,  1816 

Oi 

Wri?t  of  Springroad. 

do 

Dec.  26, 1817 

Pedro  Repgio 

The  largost  number  of  these  sales  were  made  by  ihr  c 
the  j^parii^h  cnnsliiuiion,  and  a  decree  of  the  Uorles  in  \t\'i. 
Alt  which  IS  respectftjlly  submined. 


in>liluiiunal  aunitaniictit",  or  cabildo,  tstahli>htii  in  TVe-i  Fliind-n.  nnder  a  provision  of 

S.\M['i:i,  U.  oVFliTON- 
.juSKI'll   M.  WlilTK. 
(.K.WKV   P.   I.L'CKETT. 


This  rla>>  nf  L-Iami?  is  r'Hiinb  d  on  sales  made  liy  the  govcrnnrs  of  Florida,  in  conform  ily  with  the  rfgulaiioiis  tif  Moiah's,  ;ii  I  lie  "  price  of  estimation," 
and  by  the  eoiistitnlinnal  uynntamierito,  by  virtue  of  u  provision  of  the  cunstitntion  of  Spain,  and  a  decree  of  Ilie  f'nrtcs  promnlgated  in  the  year  181*2. 
The  last  mentioned  claims,  like  erntuities,  werti  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  superior  authorities,  and  demonstrates  a  r(i.'tihir  chain  of  respon-ibility 
in  every  change  of  the  Spanish  government,  from  the  subordinate  tiibunals  to  the  sovereign.  Ail  the  acts  of  the  cahUdo  wen-  to  be  submitted  to  the  pro- 
visional junta  of  Ilarana.  As  these  claims  are  for  small  quantities  of  land,  and  the  purchasers  having  paid  a  valnalde  con-^idrr.itum  for  the  same,  combined 
with  thr  uiiiiitfrrupted  possession  for  many  years,  the  undersigned  .connmssicmers  ari-  of  opinion  that  they  are  valid,  and  wmihl  ii.ive  been  cninplcted 
umli-r  thf-  .Sprinisli  govmiment  upon  the  npphcation  of  the  vendees.  'I'hey  have  therefore  given  iliem  confirmaiioii. 
A'l  of  wliicli  is  respectfully  submitted  bv  the  undersigned  conimissionera. 

SAMdEL   R.  OVRRTON. 

.UtSEPIl  M.  WMITE. 

I'KAVEN  P.   LUCKETT. 

vol..  IV 24   c 
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In  this  claim  there  is  a  corresponding  garden  lot  granted 

and  conlirmed. 
In  thia  claim  there  is  also  a  corresponding  garden  lot 

granted  and  confirmed. 

In  these  claims,  where  tlie  date  of  the  building  and  en- 
closure \<,  omitted,  tliey  are  recognized  and  adniiin-d 
in  the  title  papers  without  giving  the  time. 
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In  a  larye  number  of  these  claims  the  cxtrnets  and 
mesne  conveyances  recite  the  date  of  concession,  par- 
ticularly in  the  acts  of  sale  of  the  grantee,  as  e\plaincd 
in  our  report.    Tlic  iuii)rovements  are  also  recognized 
in  the  acts  of  sale. 
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Tlu'sc  rlaiins  have  been  rojertud  by  the  unil('rsi,L;Miod  ccimmissioners  for  various  cniisiilcratiniis.  Sonn' 
were  brlii'vcil  to  be  antedated  and  IVaudulent,  and  (itlievs  contrary  to  the  hiws  and  urdiiiani-rs  of  S|Kiiii. 
Tlic  idaiinants,  in  some  inistances,  failed  to  fullil,  substantially,  the  conditions  of  their  jj,'ranl,  within  i\\f 
period  r"(|uired  by  the  reg'ulations  of  Morales,  and  were  unable  to  show  that  tln'y  were  entitle(l  (n  the 
additional  indulgence  containeil  in  the  8tli  arficle  of  the  treaty  between  Spain  anil  the  Vnileil  States. 
Where  the  party  was  proven  to  be  entitleil  to  this  indulgence,  there  was  no  eviilenee  adduced  to  prove 
that  he  or  she  had  availed  themselves  of  it.  In  other  cases  it  appeared  that  tla;  claims  had  nut  emanated 
from  his  Catholic  Majesty,  <ir  his  lawful  authorities  in  West  Florida,  prior  to  January  24,  171^,  la-  that  llie 
order  of  survey  had  not  been  actually  executed  anterior  to  that  period.  The  claimants  did  not  make 
out  such  a  title  as  would  have  been  valid  under  the  treaty  and  acts  of  Congress  or  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  S|iain. 

All  of  which  is  rcsiiectfully  submiltetl  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMFKL  i;. 
JOSFJ'll  M. 
CRAVEN  V 


OVEirfON. 

WIllTF. 

LUtlKETT. 


H. 


Abi<tract  cf  claims  to  land  in    Wed  Florida,  founded  upon  actual  inhahitation  and  cultivation   previous   to 
Februari/  22,  1819,  for  n^hichcerlijifales<if  confirmation  have  been  granted  bij  the  underi<jned  commissioners. 


Oi 

By  u  hotn  cl:ii[]it'd. 

Age. 

a 

a 

Where  situated. 

Occupation  and 
cultivation. 

General  remarks. 

E 
Z 

From —      To — 

1 

Pablo  ralmos 

21 
31 
21 
21 
21 
■*1 
21 

21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 

640 

640 
640 
640 
640 
64U 
040 
640 

640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
010 
640 
640 

NE.  ot"  I'asa  del  Inilio 

1817 

1818 
1817 
1817 
1817 
1SI8 

iBia 

1818 

1818 
1819 
1819 
1818 
1817 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1819 

1820 

1824 
1824 
1819 
1824 
1819 
1821 
1819 

1819 
1824 
1824 
1819 
1834 
1820 
1819 
1821 
1820 

o 

\orth  of  Bayoli  de  la  Foiicha 

NIV.  and  SE.  of  Pine  Barren  creek.. 

country  whirre  the  lands  are  not  valuable, 
the  commissioners   have  considered    it 
advisable,  111  all  cases,  to  allow  610  acres. 

■t 

4 

•^ 

Joel  .\.  M'D.ivul 

n 

.\l  the  head  of  Indian  Pass 

K 

Neeilli.'ini  I'arker 

Elijah  H.  Holmes     

q 

NE.  nfEdgely's  creek  

Quigles. 

10 

Henry  O'N'eal 

II 

1^ 

East  siile  of  the  Escanilua  river 

East  side  of  Escambia  river 

East  side  of  Chociawjiitchee  river.. 

Pme  Level,  Edyely's  creek 

East  side  ot  Escambia  river 

West  of  Escambia  river 

13 

14 

Jonathan  Bunker 

l.-i 

16 

James  Bruster 

17 

All  winch  i=  respectfully  submitted. 


SAMTEL  It.  OVERTON. 
.lOSKI'U  .^I,   WHI  I'E^ 
CKAVE.N  V.  LUCKETT. 


ComnssioNEEs'  Office,  Pensacola,  January  20,  1825. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  rC(]uisitions  of  the  several  act.s  of  Congress  organizing  the  board  of 
commissiijiicrs  in  the  district  of  West  Florida  and  regulating  their  duties,  the  undersigned  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith  the  following  abstracts  and  reports,  in  addition  to  those  already  forwarded  to  j'our 
department : 

First.  A  special  report  upon  claims  exceeding  3,500  acres,  with  the  ojiiuious  of  the  cominissiouers, 
numbered  from  10  to  11. 

Second.  Special  reports  on  conflicting  claims  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments, 
with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence,  numbered  from  1  to  30. 

Third.  An  abstract  and  report  upon  claims  to  lots  in  the  village  of  St.  Carlos  de  Barrancas,  marked  I. 

Fourth.  An  abstract  and  report  upon  sales  at  auction  which  have  been  rejected  by  the  undersigned 
commissioners,  marked  K. 

Fifth.  An  abstract  and  report  iipini  claims  to  lots  laid  out  on  the  public  Sijuare  by  the  cabildo  of 
Pensacola  in  1813-'U,  marked  L,  with  a  plan  of  said  alteration. 

Sij-ih.  An  afistract  and  report  upon  British  claims,  marked  M. 

Seventh.  A  general  abstract  and  report  upon  claims,  some  of  whicli  fall  within  the  preceding  classes, 
and  others  of  an  anomalous  character,  marked  N. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  Ijv  tlio  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  o/"  the  Treasury,  Wa.-ihinijton. 
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First.  A  xpevial  rejmi  upon  claims  exceeding  3,500  arrest,  with  the  opinions  of  the  commissioners,  numbered 

from  10  to  11. 

No.  10. 

A  report  of  a  daim  of  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado  to  six  lots  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15, 
16,  and  18,  situated  between  the  .squares  of  Ferdinand  and  Seville,  and  also  the  space  of  ground  situ- 
ated between  Seville  square  and  the  bay,  bounded  by  hig-h  water  in  calm  weather,  besides  10,000 
arpents  of  land  and  water  situated  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  in  the  diflerent  places  designated 
by  the  figurative  plats  presented,  and  the  description  of  each  set  forth  and  mentioned  in  the  following 
certificares  from  A  to  P,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the 
evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  bythe  under- 
signed Commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado  to  the  above  seven  lots  and  10,000  arpents  of  land,  derived 
from  Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on  an  original  grant,  or  title  in  form,  made  by  Don  Alexandre  Ramirez, 
intendant  and  supcrintendcjit  general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  city  of  Havana,  &c.,  &c.,  stating  that 
whereas  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  surveyor  general,  presented  a  petition  to  this  intendancy  the  19th  of 
November  last,  stating  the  considerable  expenses  he  had  incurred  by  his  removal  to  this  city  by  my  order, 
in  agreement  with  that  of  the  captain  general,  for  affairs  interesting  to  his  JIajesty's  service,  and  also  the 
removal  of  liis  family,  sacrificing  his  property,  and  praying  that,  as  an  indemnity,  there  may  be  conceded 
to  him,  in  full  property,  six  lots  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  among  those  which  were  put  up  to  sale  in  1813 
by  a  resolution  of  the  town  council  then  existing,  situated  between  the  squares  which,  in  the  general  plan 
made  out  in  1808,  were  named,  the  one  Ferdinand  VII,  and  tlie  otlicr  Seville,  designated  in  the  same  plan 
by  the  Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  l(i,  and  18;  also,  the  space  of  ground  situated  between  the  said  Seville  square 
and  the  bay,  bounded  by  high  water  in  calm  weather,  the  corners  of  the  lots  of  Beltran  Souchet,  Thomas 
Villaseca,  and  that  reserved  for  a  hospital,  and  besides  10,000  arpents  of  land  in  West  Florida,  in  the 
situations  to  be  designated.  And  having  transmitted  the  said  petition  to  the  fiscal  of  royal  finance  by 
decree  of  20th  of  November  last,  he  having  taken  into  consideration  the  truth  of  what  was  advanced  by 
the  said  surveyor,  his  well  known  merits,  the  engagements  he  had  contracted  in  removing  himself  and 
family  to  the  city,  and  the  impossibility  which  he  states  of  subsisting  on  his  scanty  emoluments,  consented 
that  his  petition" should  be  granted;  I  therefore  decreed,  on  the  Tth  instant,  as  follows:  "In  conformity 
■with  the  fiscal,  and  considering  the  merit  and  services  of  Captain  Don  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  I  con- 
cede to  him  the  six  lots  and  10,000  arpents  belonging  to  the  domain  which  he  asks  for  in  West  Florida, 
without  prejudice  to  a  third;  and  on  condition  of  building  on  the  one  and  cultivating  or  improving  the 
others  in  the  most  beneficial  manner,  according  to  the  regulations  on  that  matter  for  the  peopling  of  that 
province,  given  to  me  in  charge  by  his  Majesty,  let  a  little  be  given  to  him  for  the  lots  according  to  the 
plan  presented,  and  that  for  the  lands  as  soon  as  the  description  is  presented  under  his  responsibility  in 
this  respect  as  surveyor  general  of  that  province,  to  whose  sub-delegate  and  minister  of  the  royal  treasury 
shall  be  given  the  necess'ary  orders."  Wherefore,  making  use  of  the  powers  invested  in  me  by  the  King 
a7id  in  his  royal  name,  I  concede  gratuitimsly  to  the  said  surveyor,  Don  Vicente  Sebastian  Phitado,  the  six 
lots  designated  in  the  plan  under  the  Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  and  IS,  and  the  piece  of  ground  indicated  in 
the  same  plan  as  having  204  English  feet  and  4  inches  between  the  corners  of  the  lots  belonging  to 
Beltran  Soucliet,  Thomas  Villaseca,  and  that  reserved  for  a  military  hospital,  with  a  prolongation  of  its 
lateral  lines  to  and  on  the  bay,  as  far  as  the  pebbly  ground,  or  where  the  bank  of  sand  terminates,  in 
order  that,  as  his  property,  he  may,  without  prejudicing  a  third,  the  same  to  enjoy,  possess,  sell,  or  alien- 
ate, at  will.  In  faith  whereof,  I  have  ordered  this  title  to  be  made  out.  (Signed)  Alexandre  Kamirez, 
intendant  general.  Countersigned  by  Pedro  Carambot,  Secretary  of  War.  Dated  Havana,  December 
n,  1817. 

Also,  an  original  certificate,  marked  letter  A,  for  1,181  arpents,  situated  on  tlie  west  cud  of  St.  Rose's 
island,  from  the  point  called  Siguenza,  at  the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Pensacola,  extending  four  English 
miles  to  the  east,  and  terminating  at  a  line  drawn  from  sea  to  sea,  north  and  south,  with  all  that  is 
included  in  this  arid  and  barren  space,  and  bounded  on  the  east,  north,  and  south  by  the  sea,  conformably 
to  the  annexed  plat. 

Also,  certificate  B,  nineteen  arpents  situated  on  the  lands  at  the  western  extremity  of  Pensacola, 
fronting  the  bay  of  the  same  name,  which  bounds  it  on  the  south;  through  this  land  passes  the  creek  of 
the  Aguada,  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  to  the  lands  conceded  or  sold  to  Don  Pedro  Eeggio,  with  which, 
and  others  of  Forbes  &  Co.,  it  is  bounded  on  the  north,  on  the  west  by  lands  of  Don  Francisco  Maximi- 
liano  de  San  Maxent,  and  part  of  the  second  creek  of  the  Aguada,  which  makes  a  natural  limit  from  its 
mouth  a  small  way  upward,  and  on  the  east  by  Pensacola,  leaving  between  the  necessary  streets  and 
roads. 

Also,  certificate  C,  an  extension  of  the  waters  of  the  bay  of  Pensacola,  whose  superficies  is  equal  to 
an  area  of  118-^  arpents  from  the  east  point  of  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Chico  to  the  west  point  of  the  mouth 
of  Bayou  Texar,  and  a  line  drawn  southwest  by  the  compass  95  Parisian  perches  into  the  liay  from  the 
said  first  point,  and  another  line  of  100  perches  in  length  from  the  second  point  into  the  bay,  in  the  same 
direction  southwest  which  includes  all  the  front  between  the  mouths  of  the  Bayous  Chico  and  Texar, 
between  which  lies  the  town  of  Pensacola,  all  according  to  the  plat  annexed,  which  represents  the  figure 
of  said  extension  in  the  water,  and  the  limits  in  the  bay  of  Pensacola;  those  on  the  side  of  the  land  and 
beach  between  the  said  two  points  of  the  said  creeks  being  a  curve  produced  by  the  highest  tides  in  calm 
weather,  and  with  its  depth  from  the  surface  of  the  water  till  ten  feet  lower  than  the  present  bottom,  or 
towards  the  centre  of  the  earth,  throughout  all  the  space  embraced  by  the  plat;  considering  it  as  a  solid, 
since  it  contains  the  three  dhnensions  of  length,  breadth,  and  depth;  but  excluding  that  part  which  was 
conceded  to  me  by  the  same  title  with  the  other  lots,  and  which  is  also  designated  in  the  plat  annexed,  as 
likewise  the  wharf  of  Forbes  &  Co.,  also  therein  designated,  and  which  they  have  been  for  many  years  in 
possession  of;  the  whole  in  full  property,  and  for  the  object  of  building  wharves  and  bathing-houses, 
saving  and  excepting  not  only  his  Majesty's  rights  but  also  those  of  the  public,  whenever  it  may  be  found 
convenient  to  Iniild  wharves  with  municipal  or  other  public  funds,  this  concession  being  solely  to  the 
exclusion  of  individuals. 
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Also,  certificate  D,  a  piece  of  g-round  of  2,281  J  arpcnts  sittiatod  on  the  east  side  of  tiie  river  Escambia, 
or  rather  its  eastern  brancli,  wiiicii  torins  the  ishiiid  called  Antonio,  lately  f;'rant(>d  to  Don  Francisco  i^>onal, 
at  about  sixteen  miles  from  its  month,  in  the  !)ay  of  Escambia,  and  t\vonty-(wii  miles  X.NW.  frnm  I'cnsa- 

ccila,  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  pnblic  lands,  on  the  S(jutli  by  lauds   lately  cimUmI   to    hun   Th as 

Villaseca,  and  on  the  west  by  said  branch  of  Escand)ia. 

Also,  certilicate  E,  another  tract  of  land  of  0,000  arpcnts  situated  on  the  wrs(  bank  (if  tiie  Fscaudiia 
river,  between  it  and  Pine  Barren  creek,  about  thirty-one  miles  NW.  cpnirter  N.  Irmu  I'eusacdla,  liduuded 
on  one  side  by  the  said  river,  1,300  Parisian  perches  in  front  thereof,  acciu'dinf;-  to  its  cduisc  u|i\vurds, 
reckoned  from  its  continence  with  said  Pine  Barren  creek,  which  b(muds  on  the  (ither  side,  and  liy  pulilic 
lands  on  the  remaining  side. 

Also,  certificate  F,  another  tract  of  800  ar]icnts,  to  complete  tiie  10,000  arpcnts  conceded  to  me, 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Escambia,  at  ationt  thirty-six  or  thirty-eight  miles  N.XW.  of  Pensacola, 
in  front  of  those  selected  by  Juaii  Malegosa,  to  petition  for  on  Turbin's  Bluff,  signed  Vii'ente  S.  Pintado. 
Dated  Havana,  December  12,  1817. 

Also,  an  original  grant  or  title  in  form,  similar  to  the  preceding  one,  for  lots  made  to  the  surveyor 
general,  Vicente  S.  Pintado,  by  Don  Alexandro  Ramirez,  intendant  general,  countersigned  li_y  Pedro 
Carambot,  secretary  of  war,  for  the  10,0110  arpents  id'  land  as  described  in  the  foregoing  certificates. 
Dated  Havana,  December  17,  1817. 

Pablo  Palmes,  being  duly  sworn,  sailh  that  ho  was  for  some  time  a  clerk  in  the  ollico  of  intendancy  at 
Havana;  has  often  seen  Ramirez,  the  intendant,  and  Pedro  Carambot,  the  secretary,  sign  their  names; 
and  believes,  from  his  familiar  ac(piaintance  with  their  signatures,  that  those  affixed  to  the  grant  of 
10,000  arpents  of  land  to  Vicente  S.  Pintado  are  gennine;  and  also  believes  the  signatures  of  the  same 
subscribed  to  the  grant  of  the  sis  lots  in  Pensacola  to  bo  likewise  genuine;  and  further  saith  not. 

Opinion  of  the  commissioners. 

As  the  whole  amount  of  lands  and  lots  embraced  in  these  claims  was  included  in  one  concession 
before  the  titles  in  form  were  given,  we  have  considered  it  our  duty  to  report  the  case  to  Congress.  The 
lots  Nos.  11,  13,  14,  15,  10,  18,  and  the  space  of  ground  situated  between  Seville  square  and  the  baj', 
bounded  by  high  water  in  calm  weather,  and  as  described  in  the  above  title  papers,  are  reported  in  our 
abstract  of  sales  liy  the  cabildo,  and  gratuitous  concessions  on  the  public  square  of  Pensacola.  For  an 
opinion  in  relation  to  these  lots  see  our  report  upon  that  class,  marked  L.  AVe  have  further  to  remark, 
that  no  evidence  has  been  adduced  to  prove  that  Mr.  Pintado  ever  built  upou  those  lots  in  compliance 
with  the  condition  impcsed  by  the  grant  of  the  intendant. 

The  grant  of  1,181  arpents  on  the  west  end  i)f  St.  Rosa's  island,  as  dcscrilied  in  certificate  A,  is 
worth}'  of  some  attention.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  tract  extends  from  a  ]")oint  called  Sigueuza,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port  of  Pensacola,  and  at  the  lower  extremity  of  St.  Rosa's  island.  It  embraces  the  point 
on  which  Fort  Arruinado  stood,  on  the  western  side  of  the  island,  ijpposite  to  Fort  Carlos  de  Barrancas, 
and  upon  which  it  is  believed  the  Spainsh  government  always  had  batteries  erected  for  the  defence  of  the 
entrance  into  the  bay  of  Pensacola.  This  position  seems  to  have  been  an  indispensable  auxiliary  to  that 
of  Barrancas,  and  could  not  be  appropriated  to  any  other  purjioses  but  those  of  defence.  It  is  an  "  arid 
and  barren  space,"  as  described  in  the  certificate,  and  eutirelj'  unfit  for  cultivation;  under  such  circum- 
stances, it  is  difScult  to  believe  that  the  Spanish  authorities  would  make  such  a  grant  as  long  as  they 
expected  to  retain  possession  of  the  country. 

The  only  remark  we  have  to  make  relative  to  the  19  arjjents  described  in  certificate  B  is,  tliat  it 
embraces  almost  the  whole  of  the  space  reserved,  upon  the  English  plan  of  Pensacola,  for  a  navy  yard 
and  a  watering  place  for  the  shipping,  as  well  as  several  lots  on  the  east  side  of  tlie  Aguada,  laid  out 
agreeably  to  the  aforesaid  plan  of  said  city,  which  may  be  seen  in  the  General  Land  Office  at  Wasliington 
city.  It  is  a  little  singular  that  this  reservation  should  have  been  continued  until  the  year  1817,  and  then 
granted  to  Mr.  Pintado,  including  a  block-house  which  had  been  erected  by  the  Spanish  authorities  for 
the  defence  of  the  citj'. 

The  space  described  in  certificate  C  includes  almost  the  whole  of  the  shoal  water,  &c.,  in  the  bay 
immediately  contiguous  to  the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  extending  al)out  two  miles  from  tlie  mouth  of  Bayou 
Chico  to  that  of  Bayou  Texar.  It  was  granted  for  building  wharves  and  bathing  houses,  and  saves  and 
excepts  not  onlj'  the  rights  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  "but  also  those  of  the  public,  whenever  it  may  be 
found  convenient  to  build  wharves  with  municipal  or  other  pulilic  funds,  this  concession  being  solely  to 
the  exclusion  of  individuals."  We  believe  this  grant  coiitrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  as  well  as  the 
municipal  laws  of  Spain,  and  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

A  river  or  bay  consists  of  three  things — the  icater,  the  bed,  and  the  bank:  The  last  includes  shoals 
and  sand  bars,  covered  with  water  at  ordinary  stages  of  the  sea  or  river,  as  well  as  the  band  of  land 
lying  between  high  and  low  water  mark.  The  bank  shore,  or  beach,  consists  of  balture  above  and  below 
the  water.  The  first  is  formed  of  the  land  beyond  the  reach  of  the  highest  floods;  and  the  second,  that 
whicli  lies  under  the  water  and  the  land  l3'ing  between  high  and  low  water  mark. 

This  batture  belongs  to  the  adjacent  proprietors.  It  is  a  natural  right,  and  applies  to  urban  as  well 
as  rural  possessions. 

AVhilst  a  river,  or  the  bed,  is  covered  with  water,  the  public  have  a  right  to  the  use  or  servitude  in 
them  as  common  property,  as  in  the  case  of  roads  and  higliways.  As  soon  as  they  are  deserted,  or  alluvions 
are  formed  free  from  inundation,  or  reclaimed  by  levees,  &c.,  they  become  private  property. 

The  property  of  the  banks  belongs  to  those  whose  fields  or  lots  are  contiguous  to  tlie  sea,  ba.y,  or 
river.  Although  they  may  be  a  given  number  of  feet  deep,  yet,  if  their  dimensions  bound  and  butt  them 
upon  the  beach,  they  are  considered  as  extending  to  the  water's  edge,  and  the  contiguous  proprietors  are 
entitled  to  alluvion.  These  banks  are  not  sold  "or  measured,  but  are  understood  to  pass  as  an  accessory 
to  the  field  or  lot  sold.  This  is  even  the  case  where  a  pulilic  road  intervenes  which  is  not  permitted  to 
break  tlie  continuity  of  the  claim.  If  the  road  is  laid  out  on  the  bank  of  the  sea  or  river,  the  public  cannot 
own  the  ground  on  which  it  runs,  unless  it  is  so  expressly  stipulated,  and  can  only  have  a  servitude  in  it, 
as  it  passed  with  its  principal  the  adjoining  land.  These"positions  are  not  only  true  in  relation  to  limited 
fields  which  go  to  the  sea  or  river,  but  are  eijually  applicable  to  those  without  limits. 

"  The  water  fountains,  the  places  where  fairs  and  markets  are  held,  where  the  city  councils  meet,  the 
sandy  jjlaces  on  the  bards  of  rivers,  belong  separately  to  the  commons  of  cities  and  towns,  because  they  have 
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Leen  appropriated  and  granted  fur  tlic  common  ?(.se  of  each  city,  town,  castle,  or  other  place."— fPar/irfas, 
ttt. '2,8,  I.  i).J  '  ,  ,,. 

The  same  work,  upon  the  subject  of  sale  and  purchase,  tit.  5,  1.  15,  declares  "  that  public  squares, 
roads,  tlircshy  g-rounds,  rivers,  and  otim-  imters,  which  belong  to  the  King,  or  the  commons  of  any  city,  cannot 
he  sold  or  alienated:'  This  authority  would  seem  to  be  conclusive  in  proving  that  the  land  covered  by 
water  and  granted  to  Mr.  Pintado  belonged  to  the  commons  of  Pensacola,  and  could  not  be  alienated. 

The  lots  in  Pensacola  do  not  belong  to  the  King,  but  to  individuals,  and  their  dimensions  carry  them 
to  the  u-ater's  ed</e  at  hi>/h  tide.  There  is  shoal  water,  or  batture  imder  the  icater,  for  some  distance  towards 
the  chamiel.  Although  there  is  a  use  or  servitude  in  a  public  road  on  the  beach,  yet  it  was  not  stipulated 
that  the  i)ublic  owned  the  ground,  and  it  does  not,  as  wc  have  already  remarked,  break  the  continuity 
and  present  any  impediment  to  the  right  of  alluvion.  The  grants  of  Santiago  Coleman,  Manuel  Hernan- 
dez, and  Jose  Bonifay,  fully  explain  everything  relative  to  the  road.  These  grants  were  made  on  the  bay 
above  Pensacola,  and  they  provide  that  a  portion  of  the  shore  shall  be  left  to  "  form  a  free  and  public 
passage  along  the  coast,  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  if  alluvion  and  avuMon."  The  adjacent  proprietors, 
then,  were  entitled  to  the  batture  as  an  accessory  which  passed  with  its  principal.  The  line  in  front  was 
one  of  admeasurement,  and  not  entirely  a  line  of  boundary,  and  the  lot  was  soldpe?-  aversioiiem,  and  not  ad 
mensiiram;  that  is,  it  was  disposed  of  in  the  gross,  and  not  by  the  measure,  or  so  much  per  acre. 

The  King,  in  this  case,  had  no  right  to  the  bank,  or  alluvion  shoals,  or  sand  bars,  and  could  not 
alienate  them.  '  As  long  as  the  bed  of  the  river  is  covered  with  water,  the  public  have  a  right  only  to  the 
■use  or  servitude  of  that  element  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  As  regards  this  use,  it  is  common  property, 
and  is  only  an  appendage  of  sovereignty.  The  sovereign  is  barely  the  trustee  of  this  common  right;  he 
can  only  prescribe  laws  how  it  is  to  be  enjoyed,  but  cannot  dispose  of  it,  or  reduce  it  to  severalty.  If 
the  water  advances  upon  the  proprietors  of  the  adjoining  lauds,  they  sustain  the  loss;  if  accretions  are 
formed,  or  the  water  retires  from  the  shore,  they  are  entitled  to  the  increase.  This  is  naught  but  justice, 
and  no  doubt  entered  into  the  consideration  paid  for  the  lots  when  they  were  purchased.  The  Roman  law, 
which  was  generally  adopted  in  France  and  Spain,  and  the  decisions  of  France  and  England,  will,  we 
believe,  sustain  the  truth  of  these  positions;  we  cannot  avoid  the  belief,  therefore,  that  this  grant  is  illegal, 
even  admitting  that  it  emanated  from  his  Catholic  Majesty;  and  it  is  a  provision  of  the  common  as  well  as 
civil  law  "that  all  patents,  orders,  &c.,  contrary  to  right  and  law,  shall  not  be  executed,  and  judges  are 
directed  to  disregard  them." 

For  an  opinion  in  relation  to  the  lands  described  in  certificates  D,  E,  and  F,  we  beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  refer  to  our  general  report  upon  Spanish  claims,  as  also  that  upon  large  claims.  Although  plats 
are  filed  in  all  these  cases,  they  are  dated  December  12,  181'J,  without  being  accompanied  by  certificates 
of  survey.  We  therefore  presume  that  they  never  were  surveyed;  and  no  proof  has  been  exhibited  to 
sh(jw  that  Mr.  Pintado  even  cultivated  or  improved  these  lands  "  in  the  most  beneficial  manner,  according 
to  the  regulations  on  that  matter,"  for  the  peopling  of  this  province,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions 
imposed  by  the  grant. 

These  grants  appear  to  be  gratuitous,  conveying  a  full  property  in  the  lands  and  lots,  and  intended  as 
an  indemnity  for  losses  sustained.  They  are  copies  from  the  Havana,  obtained  subsequent  to  January  24, 
1818,  when  we  were  entitled  to  the  orig'inals  under  the  solemn  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States.  This  fact,  combined  with  the  character  of  the  claim  to  part  of  the  bay  and  St. 
Eosa's  island,  is  calculated  to  create  a  presumption  of  fraud  in  relation  to  both  of  the  grants. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  E.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  11. 

A  report  of  a  claim  of  John  Forbes  to  an  island  in  the  river  Apalachicola,  containing  from  six  to  eight 
thousand  acres,  more  or  less,  by  a  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of 
the  evidence  reported  in  conlVirmity  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  under- 
signed commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  John  Forbes  to  the  above  island  is  founded  on  the  following  title  papers  and  testimony 
exhibited  in  support  thereof,  to  wit: 

3Iay  it  please  your  excellency:  John  Innerarity,  special  attorney  of  Mr.  John  Forbes,  begs  leave 
respectfully  to  represent,  that,  as  appears  by  the  accompanying  documents.  No.  1,  and  its  translation.  No. 
2,  the  principal  chiefs,  leaders,  and  headmen  of  the  Lower  Creek  and  Seminole  towns,  in  consideration  of 
the  important  services  whicli  the  said  Mr.  John  Forbes  has  rendered  tliem,  and  the  signal  regard  with  ivhich  he 
has  treated  them  since  the  year  l'IS5,  when  the  house  and  stores  of  Fanton,  Leslie  S  Go.  u-ere  established  in  this 
province,  unanimously  resolved  and  determined,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  town  of  Tuscatalofa,  on  the  river 
Chattahoochie,  on  the  10th  day  of  April  of  the  last  year,  1810,  to  cede  and  convey,  gratuitously,  and  of 
their  own  free  will,  to  the  said  Mr.  John  Forbes  an  island  of  about  seven  miles  in  length  and  one  or  more 
in  width,  situated  in  the  river  Apalachicola,  opposite  to  the  store  or  factory  which  now  exists  there;  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  in  all  its  extent,  or  dispose  of  it  in  favor  of  his  heirs  and  assigns.  In  virtue 
whereof,  and  as  the  said  cession  is  shown  to  be  ratified  by  the  document  No.  3,  signed  by  the  aforesaid 
chiefs  before  his  honor  the  commandant  of  the  fort  of  Apalachy,  nothing  else  is  wanting  excepting  the 
interposition  of  your  excellency's  authority  to  confirm  the  said  cession  and  order  the  issuing  of  a  title  in 
form,  in  the  same  terms  as  that  issued  to  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  and  the  one  about  to  be  issued 
to  Messrs.  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  which  request  he  prays  your  excellency  to  grant.  Pensacola,  June  7,  1811. 
(Signed)  John  Innerarity. 

Granted,  with  the  understanding  that  Mr.  John  Forbes  cannot  dispose  of  the  island  in  question,  nor 
alienate  it,  without  the  express  consent  of  this  government,  and  that  its  acquisition  is  understood  to  be 
on  the  same  footing  as  that  for  which  a  confirmatory  title  was  issued  December  3,  1806.  (Signed)  Folch. 
I,  Don  Marcos  de  Villiers,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana  and  civil  and  military 
commandant  of  this  fort,  certify  that  on  this  present  day  seven  chiefs  of  the  Seminole  iiation  presented 
themselves  before  me,  viz:  Capitza  Micco,  Kinghachee  of  the  Miccasucky  town,  with  his  principal  warrior, 
Catcha,  Tustunnuggie,  and  the  two  principal  chiefs,  Aza  Micco  and  Cossa  Facho,  Yahidla  Emathla,  with 
his  princiijal  warrior,  False  Facho,  of  Chisquitalufa,  and  Ninni  Humata  Tustunnuggie,  of  Totohuitlee; 
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who,  after  having  given  me  their  hands  in  token  of  friendship,  dechired  tliat  they  acL-nowIcdtjcd  tlie  fore- 
going fiignaturrg,  made  by  some  of  themselves  and  the  chiefs  of  their  nation,  to  be  legitimate  and  true,  and  that 
the  gratuitous  and  generous  cession  contained  in  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  was  Just  and  valid,  Iiaeiur/ 
been  executed  with  the  full  consent  of  all  the  nation,  in  whose  name  it  was  publislied  and  signed.  In  testimony 
whereof,  I  sign  the  present,  with  two  assistant  witnesses,  at  St.  Mark's,  Apahichy,  this  twenty-lifth  day 
of  May,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  eleven.  (Signed)  Marcos  de  Villiers.  (Signed)  Jost;  Lh-cullo, 
Lorenzo  Vitrian. 

At  a  congress  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  lou-cr  tovns  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  hehl  in  the 
village  of  Tnskatalofa,  on  the  river  Chattahoochie,  in  the  nK.mth  of  Ajiril,  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten,  eoniposed  of  the  following  (lersons,  viz:  J-'aj'ue,  chief  of  the  Semimile  towns,  Cai)itza  Miceo,  Ufala 
Hadjoe,  llopoi  Iladjoe,  Tuskai  Micco,  ilopoi  Micco,  Yahnlla  Ematlda,  Efa  Micco,  Tootlca  Tnstunnnggie, 
Annai  Miceo,  Xunni  Ilumata  Tustunnuggie,  Tuskai  Iladjoe,  Juaii  Musijuito,  Juan  Mcally,  Checha.  Tustnn- 
luiggie,  Tootliea  Ilosee,  Tuskai  Langhata,  y  Ilalaglita  Tustunnuggie.  Whereas  we,  the  aforenamed  chiefs 
and  headmen  t.if  the  Lower  Creeks,  fur  sundrg  good  causes  and  considerations,  have  unanimously  resulved 
and  determined  to  cede  and  convey  to  John  Forbes,  esq.,  merchant,  of  PensacoUi,  in  AVest  Fhjrida,  a 
certain  island  in  the  river  Apalacliicola,  at  present  belonging  to  us,  and  situated  opposite  to  our  actual 
trading  store  on  the  said  river  Apalacliicola,  which  island  we  compute  to  be  about  seven  miles  in  length 
and  a  mile  in  breadth,  be  it  more  or  less,  in  order  that  the  said  John  Forbes  may  hold  and  possess  the  same 
in  all  its  e-xtent,  and  for  his  sole  use  and  benefit.  And  we,  the  aforesaid  chiefs  and  headmen,  in  our  own 
name,  and  in  that  of  all  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  whom  we  represent,  do  cede,  and  have  ceded,  all  our  right 
to  the  said  island,  conformable  to  the  usage  of  Indians,  in  favor  of  the  aforesaid  John  Forbes,  esq.,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  now  and  for  evermore.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto 
affixed  our  hands,  with  our  signatures  or  marks.  Done  at  Prospect  Blufl",  Apalacliicola,  this  twenty- 
second  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven.  Mark  of  Attaly,  for  Tustunnuggie  Checlui7 
mark  of  Hopoie  Ilalaglita,  by  (!liu]:ialocky ;  mark  (if  Ilopoie  Micco,  mark  of  Yahulhi  Ematlda,  mark  of 
Capitza  !Micco,  mark  of  Tuska  Miccn,  mark  of  Ilopoi  Cuchee,  mark  of  Miccasuky  Tuskinia,  mark  of  Cuessa 
Emathle,  mark  of  Yahnlla  Iladjoe,  mark  of  Ninny  Ilumata  Tustinnuggie,  mark  of  Eupala  Iladjoe,  mark 
of  Ufala  Micco,  mark  of  Tulalita  Iladjo,  mark  of  Wasseca  Tustunnugie,  mark  of  Tustunnuggie  Cliaekns- 
kauy,  mark  of  Tuskai  Iladjoe,  mark  of  Juan  Meally.  Signed  and  delivered  in  our  presence:  Edmund 
Doyle,  Daniel  Blue,  William  Ilamlily. 

I,  Don  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  surveyor  general  of  this  province,  e.xercising  the  functions  of  public 
interiireter,  which  oHice  is  at  present  vacant,  certify  that  I  have  made  the  preceding  translation  truly  and 
faithfully,  according  to  the  best  of  my  understanding  and  capacity,  and  according  "to  the  literal  sense  of 
the  annexed  paper  in  the  English  idiom,  and  at  the -instance  of  Mr.  John  Inuerari'ty,  attorney  of  Mr.  John 
Forbes.     Pensacola,  June  22,  1811.     (Signed)  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado.     Costs,  i2rs. 

AVhereas,  at  a  meeting  of  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  toums  of  the  nation  of  Creek  Indians  and  Seminoles, 
held  at  Chisquitalufa  ou  the  twenty-sixth  of  April  of  the  preceding  year,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten,  it  was  unanimously  accorded  and  resolved  by  said  chiefs,  in  the  name  of  their  towns  and  nations,  to 
cede,  gratuitously  and  generously,  to  Mr.  John  Forbes,  an  island  which  is  situated  on  the  western  side 
of  the  river  Apalacliicola,  fronting  the  place  where  the  factory  belonging  to  the  house  of  Messrs.  John 
Forbes  &  Co.  is  established,  the  limits  of  which,  according  to  the  iiibirumeut  of  writing  in  the  English 
language,  signed  and  executed  by  them  in  favor  of  the  said  John  Forbes,  esq.,  under  date  of  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  April  of  the  present  year,  in  the  said  factory,  at  which  we  also  assisted,  accompanied  liy 
Mr.  William  Hambly,  as  agent  and  interpreter  of  the  said  John  Forbes,  esq.,  and  Mr.  Daniel  IMue,  a  half- 
pay  English  officer,  in  the  capacity  of  a  surveyor,  to  trace  the  line,  which  runs  thus:  beginning  its  course 
from  the  place  called  the  Three  Mouths,  running  up  the  river  Apalachii'ola,  on  the  western  side,  for  about 
nine  miles,  more  or  less;  from  its  mouth  it  IVillows  in  ditt'erent  directions  to  the  distance  of  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  higlier  tlian  the  place  where  the  said  factory  is  situated,  the  directions,  courses,  and  distances 
of  which  appear  more  particularly  in  the  plan  or  map  annexed  to  this  deed,  which  island  we  have  ceded 
to  the  said  John  Forbes,  esq.,  to  have  and  to  Iiold  the  same,  or  to  dispo.ie  of  it  at  his  option,  and,  as  such,  we 
order  that  it  may  be  observed  and  respected  by  all,  now,  from  henceforth^  and  forever.  Given  at  St.  Mark's, 
Apalachy,  in  presence  of  his  honor  the  commandant  of  said  post,  Don  Marcos  de  Villiers,  and  the 
subscribing  witnesses,  ou  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven.  Mark  of 
Capitza  Micco  Kinhachee,  mark  of  Cacha  Tustunnuggie,  mark  of  Aza  Micco,  mark  of  Coosa  Faclio,  mark 
of  Yahulla  Emathla,  mark  of  False  Haclio,  mark  of  Ninni  Ilumata  Tustunnuggie.  We,  the  undersigned, 
declare  that,  although  we  were  not  present  at  the  demarcation  of  the  aforernentioned  boundary  line,  we 
know  and  are  well  satisfied  with  its  accuracy  and  justness;  and,  in  contormity,  we  sign  the  same  on  the 
day  of  the  date,  in  presence  of  the  commandant  of  this  fort,  interpreters,  and  assistant  witnesses.  Mark 
of  Nocose  Opay,  mark  of  Cowa  Emathla,  mark  of  Tustunnuggie  Faclio,  mark  of  Micco  Hadjoe,  mark  of 
Nocose  Hadjoe. 

Don  Marcos  de  Villiers,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  Cdinmandant  and  sub-dele- 
gate of  the  department  of  financi^  in  this  fort,  certities  that,  at  a  meeting  held  this  day,  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  composing  the  same  signed  the  foregoing  paper  in  my  presence,  as  also  Don  Felijie  Pricto  and 
Mr.  William  Ilamldy,  by  whom  its  contents  were  interpreted  to  them,  with  the  intervention  nftlic  nnder- 
signeil  assistant  witnesses.  Apalachy,  this  twenty-iitth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven.     (Signed)  Marcos  de  Villiers,  Felipe  Prieto,  William  Hambly,"  Lorenzo  Vitrian.    "jose  Urcullo. 

Don  Francisco  de  St.  Maxent,  colonel  of  infantry,  lieutenant  colonel  and  commandant  of  the  regiment 
of  infantry  of  Louisiana,  political  and  military  governor,  ad  interim,  of  this  province:  I  certify  that  the 
foregoing  documents  are  conformable  to  the  original  record  on  file  in  the  secretary's  office  of  tins  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  title  delivered  to  the  attorney  of  Mr.  John  Forbes;  in  evidence  of  which,  I  give  the 
present  under  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  armorial  bearings,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  secre- 
tary of  this  government.  Pensacola,  this  twentieth  of  December,  one  tiK.msand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 
(Signed)  Francisco  .Maximiliano  de  St.  Maxent.     (Signed)  Pablo  Larin.     (Loc.  Sig.) 

Also,  an  original  confirmation,  or  title  in  form,  given  by  Governor  Folch,  countersigned  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  government,  which  reads  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Don  Vincente  Folch  y  Juan,  brigadier  general  of  the  royal  armies,  militai-y  and  politii/al  governor  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida,  inspector  of  the  troops  of  the  line  and  militia  tlierei.if,  vice  regius  patronatus, 
judge,  sub-delegate  (if  the  superintendcncy  general,  ic,  L*i:c.:  Whereas  Mr.  John  Innerarity,  attorney  of 
Mr.  J(jlin  Forbes,  has  represented  to  me  in  his  memorial  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  iirescnt  month,  that'the 
principal  chiefs,  leaders,  and  headmen  of  the  Lower  Creek  and  Seminole  Indians,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the 
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town  of  Tiiskatalofa,  on  the  river  Apalachicola,  on  the  tenth  day  of  April  of  the  preceding  year,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  unanimously  rescjlved  and  determined,  gratuitously,  and  of  tlieir  own  free  will,  to 
cede  and  convey  to  the  said  Mr.  John  Forbes  an  island  of  about  seven  miles  in  length,  and  one  or  more  in 
width,  situated  in  the  river  Apalachicola,  facing  the  store  or  factory  established  there,  in  consideration  of 
the  important  services  which  he  has  rendered  them,  and  the  regard  he  has  shown  them  since  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  when  the  house  of  Messrs.  Puiiton,  Leslie  &  Co.  was  established, 
for  which  purpose  the  difl'erent  chiefs,  leaders,  and  headmen  assembled  at  Prospect  Bluft",  Apalachicola,  on 
the  twenty-second  day  of  April  last,  together  with  Mr.  Edmund  Doyle,  agent  of  Mr.  John  Forbes,  Mr.  Daniel 
Blue,  surveyor,  and  "Mr.  William  Hambly,  agent  and  interi)reter,  and  signed  the  deed  of  cession  and 
conveyance  of  the  said  island,  which  they  ratified  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  May  last,  before  the  commandant 
of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark's,  Apalachy,  Don  Marcos  de  Villiers,  and  the  official  witnesses;  the  said  chiefs  and 
leaders  being  headed  by  the  i)rincipal  I'hief  of  the  Mickasuky  town,  Capitza  Micco  Kenhachee,  with  other 
chiefs  of  the  tribe  commissioned  for  the  purpose,  and  the  ratification  lieing  renewed  by  another  deed  of 
the  same  date,  with  the  marks  of  the  chiefs  in  question,  and  certified  by  the  aforesaid  commandant,  Don 
Marcos  de  Villiers,  with  the  official  witnesses,  Don  Jose  UrcuUo  and  Don  Lorenzo  Vitrian,  and  signed  also 
by  the  interpreters,  Don  Feli])e  Prieto  and  Don  Guillermo  Hambly,  it  appears  that  the  said  island  begins 
at  a  place  called  the  "Three  Mouths,"  distant  about  nine  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Apalachicola, 
and  ascending  the  said  river  from  the  said  place,  in  diflerent  directions  and  courses  on  the  western  side  of 
the  same,  to  about  oneand  a  half  mile  above  or  opposite  to  the  site  where  the  factory  is  at  present  estab- 
lished; and  whereas  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  and  stipulations  for  the  establishment  of  the  said  house 
that  the  governnrent  should  aiford  it  every  possible  support  and  assistance  within  its  control  for  the  recovery 
of  their  Indian  and  trading  deljts  and  claims,  in  order  to  preserve  that  friendship  and  good  harmony  which 
is  so  requisite;  and  this  concession  not  being  contrar^y  to  our  laws,  and  to  the  sovereignty  of  our  Catholic 
monarch,  I  gave  my  decree  to  the  aforesaid  memorial  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  present  month,  in  the 
following  words:  "  Granted,  with  the  understanding  that  Mr.  John  Forbes  cannot  dispose  of  the  island  in 
question,  nor  alienate  it,  without  the  express  consent  of  this  government,  and  that  its  acquisition  is 
understood  to  be  on  the  same  footing  as  that  for  which  a  confirmatory  title  was  issued  on  the  third  of 
December,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  six;"  and  the  cession  of  the  said  island  having  been  solemnly 
confirmed  by  the  atbrementioned  deed  of  the  twenty-second  of  April  last,  signed  by  Attaly  Tuskaman, 
Katcliela  of  Chupaluckee,  Ilopoic  llolaghta,  Hopoie  Micco,  Yahulla  Emathla,  Capitza  Micco,  Hopoie  Micco, 
Hoopoie  Cuckie,  Jlickasucky  Tuskinia,  Conesa  Emathla,  Tohalla  Iladjoe,  Neny  Hoomaghta  Tuskanagge, 
Ufala  Micco,  Tfala  Hadjoe,  Talaglita  Haj-de,  Wasaesa  Tuskannucky,  Tuskay  Hadjoe,  Juan  Meally,  in 
presence  of  Edmund  Doyle,  Daniel  Blue,  and  William  Hamblj-,  whicli  deed,  with  its  translation  annexed 
to  the  proceedings,  is  certified  by  the  commandant  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark's,  Apalachj-,  in  presence  of  the 
official  witnesses,  Don  Jose  UrcuUo  and  Don  Lorenzo  Vitrian;  and  the  boundaries  having  been  designated 
by  the  chiefs  deputed  for  that  purpose,  Capitza  Micco,  King  Hagce,  Asa  Micco,  False  Hadjoe,  Catcha  Tus- 
tannuggie,  Cosafacho,  Yahulla  Emathla,  Nimo  Sumasta  Tustannuggie,  who,  having  made  their  declaration 
before  the  above-mentioned  commandant,  the  same  having  been  duly  executed  in  writing,  and  with  every 
formalit}',  which  deed  was  also  signed  by  Nocose  Opay,  Tustannuggie  Hadjoe,  Nocose  Hadjoe,  Eava 
Emathla,  and  Micco  Hadjoe,  the  whole  of  them  unanimously  consented,  for  their  respective  towns  and 
nations,  to  the  said  gratuitous  and  generous  concession  in  favor  of  John  Forbes  and  his  heirs,  which  act 
was  certified  by  the  aforesaid  commandant,  before  the  official  witnesses,  Don  Jose  Urcullo  and  Don  Lorenzo 
Vitrian,  and  the  interpreters,  Messrs.  Felipe  Prieto  and  William  Hambly.  In  consequence  of  all  what  is 
afore  related,  Mr.  John  Innerarity,  as  attorney  of  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Jolni  Forbes,  prayed  me  in  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  aforementioned  memorial  to  interpose  my  authority  in  due  form  for  the  ratification  of  the  island 
specified  in  the  map  or  plan  of  the  same,  made  by  the  survej-or  general,  Don  Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado, 
which  •^'inll  be  annexed  to  the  present.  Wherefore,  exercising  the  powers  which  the  King  our  sovereign 
(whom  God  preserve)  has  conferred  upon  me,  I  confirm  and  ratify,  in  his  royal  name,  to  the  said  John 
Forbes,  the  cession  of  the  aforementioned  island,  made  by  the  Seminole  and  Lower  Creek  nations  of  Indians, 
represented  by  their  principal  chiefs  and  headmen,  with  the  dimensions,  courses,  and  distances,  as  laid 
down  in  the  aforesaid  map  or  plan,  which,  together  with  all  the  original  records  of  the  same,  are  registered 
in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  government;  and  I  declare  the  said  John  Forbes  invested  with  the  sole  and 
absolute  dominion  tliereof  in  tee  simple,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  as  his  property,  in  order  that  he 
may  possess,  cultivate,  sell,  or  alienate  the  same  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  my  decree  inserted  in  the  title 
hereof,  and  I  grant  him  power  to  take  possession,  with  which  I  hereby  invest  him  in  form.  In  faith 
whereof,  I  have  ordered  these  presents  to  be  despatched,  signed  with  my  own  hand,  sealed  with  my 
armorial  bearings,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  secretary  of  this  government.  Done  in  the  town 
of  Pensacola,  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven.  (Signed)  Vincente  Folch. 
By  order  of  his  excellency.    "(Signed)  Pablo  de  Larrn.     [l.  s.] 

Also,  an  original  certificate  of  Pablo  de  Larin,  secretary  of  the  government,  stating  that  the  original 
proceedings  of  the  cession,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  the  patent  of  confirmation,  remain  deposited  in  the 
archives  of  this  govin-nmont  office,  and  an  authenticated  copy  thereof,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  aforesaid 
proceedings,  have  been  delivered  this  day  to  the  surveyor  general  of  this  province,  Don  Vincente  Sebastian 
Pintado,  for  the  purpose  of  being  registered  in  his  office,  and  a  notarial  copy  of  tlie  whole  has  also  been 
delivered  to  the  representative  of  the  party  interested.  Pensacola,  this  twentieth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven.     (Signed)  Pablo  de  Larin. 

Opinion  of  the  commissioners. 

This  grant  is  made  by  a  congress  of  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Lower  towns  of  the  Creek  nation 
of  Indians  and  the  Seminoles.  They  have  ceded  all  their  right  to  the  said  island,  conformable  to  the 
usage  of  Indians,  to  John  Forbes,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  and  to  dispose  of  it  at  his  option.  This 
they  have  done,  they  say,  for  sundry  good  causes  and  considerations,  which  are  explained  in  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Innerarity,  and  the  confirmatory  title  of  Governor  Folch,  to  be  the  important  services  which  John 
Forbes  has  rendered  them,  and  the  regard  he  has  shown  them  since  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-five,  when  the  house  of  Messrs.  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.  was  established.  The  grounds  upon 
which  the  confirmatory  title  of  Governor  Folch  seems  to  have  been  given,  were,  that  it  was  one  of  the 
conditions  and  stiijulatinns  upon  which  said  house  was  established,  that  the  government  should  aflbrd  it 
any  possible  support  and  assistance  within  its  control  for  the  recovery  of  their  Indian  and  trading  debts 
and  claims,   in  order  to  preserve  that  friendship  and  harmony  which  is  so   requisite.     The  title  was 
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olitiiined  with  the  same  formalities,  and  under  tlie  same  restriction  or  condition  of  not  alienatinj^  the  land 
without  the  consent  of  the  government,  as  tiiose  observed  in  the  two  grants  to  I'anton,  Leslie  &  Oo.  and 
John  Forbes  &  Co.,  ou  the  east  side  of  the  Apahichicola  river.  In  this  claim  the  same  questi(Uis  are  also 
presented  to  the  minds  of  the  undersigned  commissioners,  and,  for  an  opinion  in  relation  to  it,  they  lieg 
leave,  respectfully,  to  refer  to  their  npinion  in  those  two  cases  alreaily  forwanh^l  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

All' which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMFEL  U.  OVEKTOX. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


Second.    Special  report  on  coiijlictiiif/  claims  emanating  from   the  flritish   and  Spani.th  govcrninenls,  uith  an 

abdract  of  the  evidence,  numbered  from  1  to  oO. 

No.  1. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  seven  thousand  arpents,  situate  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Escambia  river,  sometimes  called  an  island,  about  twenty-six  miles  from  Fensacola,  in  the  district  of 
"West  Florida,  claimed  in  part  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  government,  and  in  toto  by  a 
claim  enuuiating  from  the  Spanish  government,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  cou- 
formity  to, the  provisiims  of  the  4tii  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  apin-oved  May  8,  18-22,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  under- 
signed commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Theodore  Oaillard,  Cornelia,  his  wife,  firmerly  (^lornelia  ^[arshall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  two  liundred  acres  of  laud  derived  from  the  British  government,  is 
founded  on — 

An  original  patent,  under  the  great  seal,  granted  to  Joseph  Lamb  by  Peter  Chester,  captain  general 
and  commander-in-chief  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  dated  March  2,  1779,  on  the 
usual  conditions;  signed,  countersigned,  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  from  the  grantee  to  William  Marshall,  dated  March  8,  1779; 
acknowledged  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  trust  of  AVilliam  Marshall,  jr.,  son  of  the  aforesaid  William,  to 
Theodore  Ciaillard,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Cornelia,  his  wife,  and  Jane  Marshall,  of  all  the  lands,  &e.,  to 
which  the  said  William  was  entitled  in  the  proyince  of  West  Florida,  upon  trust  and  conditions  therein 
enumerated  and  expressed,  dated  November  2,  1803,  with  a  schedule  of  the  lands  and  lots  thereunto 
annexed;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Charles  S.  Tucker,  register,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by 
a  certificate  of  the  governor  and  secretary  of  South  Carolina,  under  the  great  seal,  dated  September 
19,   1822. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  duly  certified  and  authenticated,  stating  that  AVilliam  Marshall, 
sen.,  was  a  staff  officer  in  the  British  ordnance  department,  and  resided  in  Fensacola  until  the  province 
was  surrendered  to  Spain;  that  during  this  period  lie  had  various  grants  of  lands  made  to  him  by  the 
different  British  governors;  that  the  deponent  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Marshall  and  his  affairs, 
and  aliout  the  year  1781  or  1782  ho  left  Fensacola  and  we'.it  to  South  Carolina  and  settled  himself  in  the 
city  of  Charleston,  and  soon  after  became  a  citizen  of  said  State;  tliat  he,  the  said  William,  died  several 
years  afterwards,  leaving'  a  son  named  William,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  State,  who  died  some  years  ago, 
leaving  two  daughters,  Cornelia,  wife  of  Tlieodore  (Tuillard,  and  Jane  Marshall;  that  William  Marshall, 
sen.,  had  a  number  of  negroes  in  West  Florida  and  cultivated  two  tracts  of  land,  and  that  he  was  in 
actual  possession  of  several  lots  in  Fensacola,  on  one  of  which  he  resided.  Signed  and  sworn  to  before 
William  S.  Smith,  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  whose  signature  and  seal  is  accredited  by  the  cer- 
tificates of  the  presiding  judge  and  governor,  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  John  Black,  stating  tliat  he  resided  for  some  time  in  Fensacola  until  the  capture 
of  that  place  by  the  Spaniards,  and  tliat  he  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Marshall,  who  resided  in 
his  own  house  situated  about  two  lots  distant  from  the  corner  of  George  street,  leailing  to  Fort  George, 
and  that  the  said  Marshall  owned  many  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Fensacola  and  elsewhere  in  the 
province;  and  further  saith  that  the  said  William  Marshall  came  to  Charlesti.m,  with  his  family,  where 
he  became  a  citizen  and  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life;  his  family  were  his  son  William,  now  dead,  and 
his  daughters  Cornelia  and  Jane.     Sworn  to,  certified,  and  authenticated  as  above. 

Also,  the  claim  of  Theodore  Gaillard,  Cornelia,  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marshall,  and  Jane  Marsliall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  two  tracts  of  land  of  five  hundred  acres  each,  founded  on — 

A  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general,  pursuant  to  a  warrant 
from  Feter  Chester,  esq.,  captain  general  and  commander-in-chief  over  his  Britan^nic  Majesty's  province, 
dated  February  22,  1779;  certified  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month.  Situated  twenty-six  miles  from  Fen- 
sacola, and  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Joseph  Lamb. 

Also,  an  original  patent  for  the  same,  under  the  great  seal,  to  Charles  Ward,  granted  by  the  said 
Feter  Chester,  dated  March  2,  1779;  signed,  countersigned,  and  recorded. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  for  two  tracts  of  land  of  five  hundred  acres  each,  dated 
March  12,  1779,  reciting  that  he  had  obtained  by  letters  patent  two  tracts  of  land — one  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  lands  of  Joseph  Lamb,  the  other  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  saiil  Lamb.  He  conveys  the 
same  to  William  Marshall. 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  plat  and  a  certificate  from  the  land  office  of  the  district  of  Washington,  stating 
that  the  patent  to  the  last  menticjued  tract,  b(.mnded  on  the  south  by  Lamb,  had  been  recorded  in  that 
office. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  trust  of  William  Marshall,  jr.,  son  of  tlie  aforesaiil  \Villiam,  to 
Theodore  Gaillard,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Ciirnelia,  his  wife,  and  Jane  Marshall,  of  all  the  lands  to  which 
the  said  William  was  entitled  in  the  province  of  West  Florida,  upon  trust  and  C(Hiditions  therein  enume- 
rated and  expressed,  dated  November  2,  1S03,  with  a  schednle  of  the  lands  and  lots  thereunto  annexed; 
certified  to  be  a  true  ci.ipy  by  Charles  S.  Tucker,  register,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by  a  certificate 
of  the  governor  and  secretary,  under  the  great  seal,  dated  September  19,  1822.  Note. — See  the  foregoing 
depositions  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay  and  John  Black  in  the  claim  of  two  hundred  acres. 
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Also,  the  claim  of  Theodore  Gaillard,  Cornelia,  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marshall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  two  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of  land,  founded  on  an  (jriginal  patent,  under 
the  great  seal,  granted  to  George  Burden  by  Peter  Chester,  esq.,  captain  general  and  commander-in-chief 
in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  dated  January  29,  HSO;  signed,  coiinter- 
signed,  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

Also,  a  deed,  jioU,  and  letter  of  attorney  executed  liy  George  Burden,  reciting  that  ho  was  entitled  to 
three  thousand  acres  of  land  as  a  lieutenant  in  his  Majesty's  service,  and  transferring  his  right  to  the 
same  to  William  Marshall,  or  so  much  thereof  as  he  will  locate,  dated  May  10,  1799;  acknowledged  and 
recorded. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  trust  of  William  Marshall,  Jr.,  son  of  the  aforesaid  William,  to  Theo- 
dore Gaillard,  and  f<ir  the  benefit  of  Cornelia,  his  wife,  and  Jane  Marshall,  of  all  the  lands,  &c.,  to  which 
the  said  William  was  entitled  in  the  province  of  West  Florida,  upon  trust  and  conditions  therein  enume- 
rated and  expressed,  dated  November  2,  1803,  with  a  schedule  of  the  lauds  and  lots  thereunto  annexed; 
certified  to  be  a- true  copy  by  Charles  S.  Tucker,  register,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by  a  certificate 
of  the  governor  and  secretary,  under  the  great  seal,  dated  September  19,  1822. 

See  the  foregoing  depositions  of  Eliiiu  Hall  Bay  aud  John  Black,  copied  in  the  claim  of  two  hundred 
acres. 

The  claim  of  Francisco  Bonal,  derived  from  the  Spanish  government,  to  an  island  circumscribed  by 
the  river  Escambia,  fronting  the  bluff'  called  Durand's  bluff,  containing  seven  thousand  arpents,  situated 
about  fifteen  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  said  river,  is  founded  on  the  following  title  papers  and  testi- 
mony exiiiliited  in  support  thereof,  to  wit: 

An  original  grant,"or  title  in  form,  made  to  Francisco  Bonal  by  Don  Jose  Masot,  governor  and  sub-del- 
egate of  the  intendant  and  superintendent  general,  for  7,000  arpents  of  land,  an  island  in  the  Escambia 
river,  under  the  seal  of  office;  signed  by  the  said  governor,  countersigned  by  Domingo  Sausa  and  Joseph 
Cevallos,  assistant  witnesses,  dated  October  1,  1817. 

A  copy  of  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  signed  by  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  surveyor  general, 
dated  Havana  May  25,  18  L8,  in  which  it  is  recited  that  the  annexed  figured  plat  and  measurement  were 
executed  by  his  deputy,  Don  Pedro  Reggio,  on  the  .3d  and  4th  of  October  last,  1817,  in  favor  of  Francisco 
Bonal,  in  ol)edience  to  a  decree  of  the  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  royal  finance  of  the  province  of  West 
Florida,  Don  Jose  Masot,  dated  September  19,  1817. 

Also,  an  original  grant  or  title  in  form  made  to  Francisco  Bonal  bj-  Don  Alexaudro  Ramirez,  intendant 
general,  countersigned  by  Pedro  Carambot,  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Havana,  May  2,  1818,  setting  forth 
that  Francisco  Bonal,  of  Pensacola,  presented  a  petition  to  the  intendancy,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  instituted  in  the  sub-delegation  of  that  place  for  the  obtaining  a  gratuitous  concession  of  an 
island  situated  in  the  river  Escambia,  opposite  the  bluff"  called  Durand's  bluff",  which  island  was  conceded 
to  him  by  the  said  Governor  Masot,  and  a  formal  title  delivered;  and,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  on 
him  by  his  lord  the  King,  and  in  his  royal  name,  he  confirmed  and  ratified  to  the  said  Bonal  the  7,000 
arpents  of  laud  containing  the  island  aforementioned,  and  specified  in  the  figured  plat  No.  1868,  of  which 
a  copy  is  annexed  to  this  title. 

Pablo  Palmes  proved  the  signature  of  the  intendant,  escribano,  and  the  subscribing  witnesses 
att.aclied  to  the  grant. 

F.  H.  Nisbet,  being  affirmed,  says  that  he  was  upon  the  island  claimed  by  Francisco  Bonal  in  the 
month  of  .\ugust,  1821;  that  there  was  a  I'airiily  composed  of  two  or  three  hands,  wlio  were  engaged  in 
cultivating  the  said  land  for  Francisco  Bonal;  that  there  was  a  large  clearing,  and  about  seven  or  eight 
arpents  planted  wich  rice;  that  there  were  no  houses  on  the  land  except  a  new  unfinished  barn.  Does  not 
recollect  having  seen  anything  else  than  rice  growing;  and  further  saith  not. 

Pablo  Palmes,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  lie  was  upon  the  land  in  the  year  1819;  saw  two  hands  at 
vs'ork  there  in  cultivating  rice,  corn,  and  potatoes;  that  there  were  two  different  clearings,  the  one  planted 
in  rice  and  the  other  in  corn;  thinks  there  were  about  seven  or  eight  acres  in  rice,  but  does  not  know  h(;w 
many  in  corn  and  potatoes;  that  the  hands  had  some  time  before  erected  a  house  on  the  island  and  adja- 
cent to  the  river,  and  were  forced  to  abandon  it  by  iiigh  water;  that  the  cultivation  was  continued  from 
1819  until  about  four  months  ago;  and  further  saith  not. 

Josd  Maura,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  he  was  upon  the  island  in  the  year  1820,  but  knows  that 
the  improvements  and  cultivation  were  connrienced  in  the  j^ear  1819;  that  the  improvement  consisted  of  a 
house  and  two  clearings,  one  of  which  was  planted  in  rice,  and  the  other  in  corn,  potatoes,  and  peas; 
thinks  there  were  about  seven  or  eight  arpents  in  rice;  and  further  saith  not. 

Joseph  E.  Caro,  being  duly  sworn,  saitli  tliat  he  knows  that  the  grant  made  by  the  governor  of  this 
province,  Don  Jose  Masot,  to  Francisco  Bonal,  was  in  the  year  1817;  and  further,  that  the  grant  was  sent 
to  Havana  for  confirmation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  2. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  150,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by 
titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  under- 
signed commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Tlioodore  Gaillard,  Cornelia,  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marshall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  150,  in  the  city  of  Pens'acola,  is  founded  on  an  original  patent 
granted  by  Montford  Browne,  esq.,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  of  West  Florida  for  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  under  the  great  seal,  signed  and  countersigned,  dated  January  12,  1768,  to  James 
Aria,  of  Pensacola,  ujion  the  usual  condition.  Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release,  executed  by 
the  grantee  to  Patrick  Morgan  on  the  6th  or  7th  day  of  June,  1769,  acknowledged  and  recorded  in  the 
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proper  office,  and  certitied  accordiii,n'ly.     Also,  an  orif^-inal  deed  of  bargain  and  Kale  from  Patrick  Morgan 
to  William  Marshall,  dated  September  8,  1778;  aeknowledged  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

Also,  a  certitied  copj-  of  a  deed  of  trust  of  William  Marshall,  jr.,  son  of  the  aforesaid  William,  to 
Theodore  (iaillard,  and  for  the  benelit  of  Cornelia,  his  wife,  and  Jane  Marshall,  of  all  the  lands,  &c.,  to 
•\vhieh  the  said  William  was  entitled  in  the  province  of  West  Florida,  ii|ion  trust  and  conditions  therein 
enumerated  and  expressed,  dated  November  2,  1803,  with  a  schedule  of  the  lands  and  lots  thereunto 
annexed;  certiiied  to  be  a  true  co]iy  by  Charles  S.  Tucker,  register,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by  a 
certilicate  of  the  governor  and  secretary  under  the  great  si^al,  dated  Sejitember  11),  1S22.  Also,  a  deposi- 
tion of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  duly  certiiied  and  authenticated,  stating  that  William  Marsliall,  son.,  was  a  staff 
officer  in  the  British  department,  and  resided  in  Pensacola  until  that  province  was  surrendered  to  Spain; 
that  during  thi.s  period  he  had  various  grants  of  land  made  to  him  by  the  dilferent  British  governors; 
that  the  deponent  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Marshall  and  his  affairs,  and  about  the  year  1781  or 
1782  he  left  I'en.sacola  and  went  to  South  Carolina,  and  settled  himself  in  the  city  (jf  Charleston,  and 
soon  after  became  a  citizen  of  said  State;  that  the  said  AVilliam  died  several  j-ears  afterwards,  leaving  a 
son  named  William,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  State,  who  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  two  daughters, 
Cornelia,  wife  of  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  Jane  Marshall;  that  William  Marshall,  sen.,  had  a  number  of 
negroes  in  West  Florida,  and  cultivated  two  tracts  of  lands,  and  that  he  was  in  actual  possession  of 
several  lots  in  Pensacola,  on  one  of  which  he  resided.  Signed  and  sworn  to  before  William  S.  Smith, 
clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  whose  signature  and  seal  is  accredited  by  the  certificate  of  the 
presiding  judge  and  governor,  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  John  Black,  stating  that  he  resided  for  some  time  in  Pensacola,  until  the  capture 
of  that  place  by  the  Spaniards,  and  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Marshall,  who  resided  in 
his  own  house,  situated  about  two  lots  distance  from  the  corner  of  George  street,  leading  to  Fort  George; 
and  that  the  said  Marshall  owned  many  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensacola  and  elsewhere  in  the 
province;  and  further  saitli  that  tlio  said  AVilliam  Marshall  came  to  Charleston,  with  his  family,  where  he 
became  a  citizen,  and  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  family  were  his  son  William,  now  dead,  and 
his  daughters  Cornelia  and  Jane.     Sworn  to,  certified,  and  authenticated  as  above. 

The  claim  of  Maria  Josephine  Firou  to  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  150,  derived  from  Spanish  title,  is 
founded  on  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Diego  Cazorla  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Governor 
Folch,  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Domingo  Sausa  and  Anastacio  Mentes  de  Oca,  June  15,  180S;  certified 
to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  notary  public,  and  charged  with  the  archives,  August  12,  1822. 
This  deed  recites  that  said  Cazorla  purchased  the  said  lot  July  15,  1804,  held  under  a  decree  of  the  real 
hacienda,  dated  at  New  Orleans  May  2,  1804. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  3. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  70,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by 
titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  (jf  the  act  of  Congress  approved  }>[ay  8,  1822,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  under- 
signed commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  James  Sutton  to  a  lot.  No.  70,  in  the  city 
of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  a  copy  of  a  patent  granted  by  George  Johnstone,  es(i.,  captain  general  and 
governor-iu-chicf  in  and  over  the  province  of  AVest  Florida,  dated  October  1,  17C5;  certified  to  be  a  true 
cop_y  from  the  British  records  in  the  General  Land  Office,  AVashington  city,  by  Josiah  Meigs,  commis- 
sioner thereof,  under  the  seal  of  office. 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Tapiola,  derived  from  the  Spanish  government,  to  half  the  above  lot  No.  70, 
is  founded  on  a  copy  of  the  grant  made  by  the  Intendant  Morales,  countersigned  by  Francisco  F. 
G.  Arroyo,  secretary,  dated  March  7,  1810,  to  Louis  Gonzales;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E. 
Caro,  keeper  of  tlie  public  archives.  Also,  an  extract  from  tlie  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by 
Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  showing  that  said  Gonzales  conveyed  to  Pedro  Mendoza, 
by  act  of  sale,  dated  December  30,  1815,  and  that  the  said  Mendoza  conveyed  to  Tapiola,  by  act  of  sale, 
dated  February  17,  1816. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Joseph  Tapiola  proved,  liy  parol  testimony,  tlie 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  that  the  said  half  lot  aljove  mentioned  was 
enclosed  and  a  house  erected  upon  it,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions,  within  a  year  of  the  grant. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAAIUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH.  M.  WHITE. 


No.  4. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  203,  in  the  district  of  AA'est  Florida,  by 
titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanisli  governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conftirmity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  ajiproved  May  8,  1822,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  i'lorida,"  by  the  undersigned 
commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Eliliu  Hall  Bay  to  lot  No.  203,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — ■ 
An   original   patent,  made   by   George  Ji.ihnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and   governor-in-chief  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  over  the  province  of  AVest  Florida,  under  the  great  seal,  countersigned  by  Alexander 
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McClelan,  deputy  provost  secretary,  to  Thomas  Huckstall,  upon  the  usual  conditions,  dated  October  4, 
1765.  Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  the  grantee  to  David  Ross,  dated  September  14, 
1770,  recorded  in  due  form  and  certified  accordingly.  Also,  an  original  confirmation  patent  issued  by 
Peter  Chester,  captain  general,  &c.,  reciting  the  grant  to  Huckstall,  his  sale  to  Ross,  and  a  sale  from  Ross 
to  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  on  October  10,  1778,  and  conlirming  the  title  to  the  said  Elihu  Hall  Bay;  signed, 
countersigned,  and  recorded.  Also,  an  affidavit  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
made  before  William  S.  Smith,  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  stating  that  he  "never,  at  any  time 
since  tlio  surrender  of  West  Florida  to  Spain  in  the  year  1781,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  received  any 
payment  or  consideration  for  any  lands  he  ever  owned  or  possessed  in  the  said  province  of  West  Florida 
from  the  British  government,  or  its  officers  or  agents;"  dated  at  Charleston,  June  5,  1822;  signed  and 
sealed  by  William  S.  Smitii,  clerk  as  aforesaid. 

The  claim  of  John  Donalson,  derived  from  the  Spanish  govenmient,  to  half  the  above  lot  No.  203,  is 
founded  on — 

An  original  grant,  or  title  in  form,  made  to  Jose  and  Antonio  de  Vegas,  by  Litcndant  Morales,  coun- 
tersigned by  secretary  Arroyo,  and  dated  April  14,  1810.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  the 
grantee  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Governor  Masot,  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Sausa  and  Cevallos, 
on  February  11,  1818. 

Joseph  E.  Caro  proved  all  the  foregoing  signatures. 

Henry  Michelet,  being  sworn,  saith  that,  in  the  year  1810,  Jose  and  Antonio  de  Vegas  enclosed  lot 
No.  203,  and  built  a  house  thereon;  and  further  saith  not. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  E.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  5. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  227,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida, 
by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence 
reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8, 
1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida," 
by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay  to  lot  No.  227,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  patent  gi  anted  to  the  claimant  by  Peter  Chester,  captain  general  and  commander-in-chief 
in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  dated  June  9,  1760;  signed  and  counter- 
signed under  the  seal.  Also,  an  affidavit  of  Elihu  Hall  Baj',  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
made  before  William  S  Smith,  clerk  of  the  court  of  connnon  pleas,  stating  that  he  "never,  at  any  time 
since  the  surrender  of  West  Florida  to  Spain  in  the  year  1781,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  received  any 
payment  or  consideration  for  any  lands  he  ever  owned  or  possessed  in  the  said  province  of  West  Florida 
from  the  British  government,  or  its  officers  or  agents;"  dated  at  Charleston,  June  5,  1822;  signed  and 
sealed  by  William  S.  Smith,  as  aforesaid. 

The  claim  of  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra  to  the  above  lot  No.  227,  derived  from  Spanish  titles,  is  founded 
on — 

An  original  grant  made  bj-  Intendant  Morales,  countersigned  by  Francisco  Gutierrez  de  Arroj'o, 
secretary,  to  Santiago  Dauphin,  dated  November  26,  1811.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  said 
Dauphin  to  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra,  executed  before  Governor  San  Maxent,  ad  interim,  with  tlie  assistant 
witnesses,  Domingo  Sausa  and  Juan  Villaverde,  dated  April  11,  1812;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  said 
Maxent,  with  the  same  assistants,  on  June  8,  1812. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra  proved,  by  parol  testimony, 
the  signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  that  the  said  lot  above  mentioned  was 
enclosed  and  two  houses  erected  upon  it,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions,  within  a  year  of  the  grant. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  6. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  231,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by 
titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  under- 
signed commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  David  McCaleb,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  for  himself  and  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Alexander  McCnllaugh,  deceased,  to  lot  No.  231,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  an 
extract  from  the  indices  of  the  British  records  of  West  Florida  in  tlie  General  Land  Oflice  of  the  United 
States,  sliowing  that  lot  No.  231  was  granted  to  William  Marshall  on  October  6,  1767;  certified  by  John 
McLean,  Connnissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  bill  of  sale  or  deed  of 
conveyance  from  Alexander  McOullaugh,  nejihew  and  lieir-at-law  of  Alexander,  sen.,  to  David  McCaleb,  of 
^Mississippi,  of  one  equal  half  part  of  all  the  lands  and  lots  owned  by  Alexander,  sen  ,  in  the  former  British 
jirovince  of  West  Florida;  executed,  acknowledged,  and  recorded  in  Mississippi  Territory,  dated  February 
5,  1813;  certified  and  authenticated  in  due  form  from  the  records  of  Washington  county,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  deposition  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  William 
McCullaugh,  who  saith  that  Alexander  McCullaugh,   the  owner  of  various  lands  and  lots  in  the  former 
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British  pruviuce  of  West  Florida,  died  at  Pensacola,  and  that  the  lather  of  deponent  was  his  heir-ut-hiw, 
after  liis  death,  Alexander,  jr.,  bein^t;-  the  ehlest  son,  was  his  heir-at-law.     Sworn  and  subscriljed  t(j  Ijefore 
Simeon  Kui"'ht,  wliosc  signature  is'autlieuticated  by  a  eertificate  of  tlie  ■j.-overnor  of  Louisiana  under  tlic 

seal  of  the  State.  ^  m    i    i   i    ,  ■ 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Robert  Fleniin--,  f..rnierly  of  Charleston,  Soiilii  (  ;irulma,  taken  at  1  hdadelphia 
nn  Mareh'4,  1823,  stating-  that  Alexander  MeCuliaugh,  jr.,  frequently  mentioned  to  him  that  he  was  the 
heir  of  his  uncle,  Alexander,  sen.,  who  died  at  Pensacola  intestate,  and  that  the  depcjnent  was  informed  by 
other  relations  of  the  faniilv  of  the  same  facts;  and  that  the  said  Alexander,  jr.,  showed  him  divers  docu- 
ents,   duly  authenticated  "in  Ireland,  proving  that  his  father  died  intestate,   and  that  he  was  the  heir-at- 
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law,  or  eldest  son,  of  his  father,  William,  who  died  intestate;  that  all  the  documents  were  authenticated  m 
Irehuid  with  a  view  of  liis  taking  possession  of  his  uncle's  lands  in  West  Florida;  that  the  said  Alexander, 
as  deponent  verily  believes,  became  a  citizen  of  tlie  United  States  in  South  Caroliiui,  as  he  could  not  carry 
on  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  merchant  without;  that  some  time  thereafter  he  moved  to  Jackson- 
borough,  where  his  house  and  all  his  papers  were  consumed  by  tire;  and  that,  in  1«U3  or  1804,  the  said 
Alexander  went  out  to  Mississippi  in  search  of  liis  lands  and  lots,  &c.  Sworn  to  before  R.jbert  ^Vllarton, 
mayor  of  the  citv  of  Philadeljihia. 

"  Also,  the  deposition  of  Eliliu  Hall  P.ay,  taken  in  a  suit  in  Mississippi,  and  ccrtilied  Iroin  tiie  records 
of  that  court,  in  which  he  states  that  Ah'xander  McCullaugh,  sen.,  died  at  Pensacola,  without  children, 
shortly  after  June,  1781,  and  tliat  his  brother,  J(.ihii  Bay,  was  one  of  his  administrators,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  all  his  title  papers,  grants,  &c.,  and  carried  them  to  South  Carolina  and  deposited  them  with  the 
deponent  for  safe  keeping;  and  that  some  time  thereafter  a  young  man,  calling  himself  Alexander 
McCullaugh,  arrived  from  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  letters  written  to  him  by  the  administrators  ot  his 
deceased  uncle,  and  called  on  deponent,  and  informed  him  that  his  father,  the  brother  of  Alexander,  sen., 
had  died  intestate,  and  that  he  was  the  heir  and  nephew  of  Alexander,  sen.,  deceased;  and  at  the  same 
time  produced  certificates  and  testimonials,  all  authenticated  in  such  a  manner,  by  competent  tribunals 
in  Ireland,  as  left  no  doubt  on  deponent's  mind  that  the  said  Alexander,  jr.,  was  heir-at-law  of  Alexander, 
sen.,  in  consequence  of  which  he  gave  him  all  his  uncle's  grants,  deeds,  &c.,  certified  in  due  form. 

Tlie  claim  of  John  J.  Simpson  to  lot  No.  -231,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived  from  Spanish  titles,  is 
founded  on  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Manuel  Gonzales  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Governor 
Callava  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Sausa  and  Rioboo,  on  May  10,  1819,  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by 
the  same  persons  on  the  same  day.  Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by 
Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  pubfic  archives,  which  states  that  Gonzales  purchased  the  said  lots,  with 
the  improvements  thereon,  from  Vicente  Ignacio  Ramos,  by  act  of  sale  passed  before  Governor  Maxent 
aud  the  assistant  witnesses,  Sausa  and  Villaverde,  on  June  2,  1810,  which  recites  that  the  said  lot  was 
granted  to  Ramos  by  lutendant  Morales  on  January  29,  1810,  and  that  the  improvements  were  made  by 
him. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  John  J.  Sinipsim  jiroves  the  signatures  of  the 
Spanish  otficcrs  annexed  to  the  grant. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTOX. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  1. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  citj'  of  Pensacola,  Xo.  142,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida, 
by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Siianish  governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence 
reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8, 
1822,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida," 
bj'  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  David  McCaleb,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  for  himself  and  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Alexander  McCullaugh,  to  lot  X'o.  142,  in  the  city  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

Fiisf.  Letters  patent,  signed  and  countersigned  under  the  great  seal  of  the  province,  granted  by 
George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and  commander-in-chief  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of 
West  Florida,  for  lot  No.  142,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  to  Ralph  Wardlaw,  dated  October  4,  1705;  certified 
to  have  been  recorded  in  due  form,  having  the  usual  front  and  depth,  according  to  the  British  plan  of 
Pensacola.  An  original  deed  of  conveyance  from  Ralph  Wardlaw,  the  grantee,  to  William  MarshalHor 
the  above  lot  No.  142,  dated  November" (5,  1765;  acknowledged,  recorded,  and  certified.  Also,  an  original 
lease  and  release  from  William  Marshall  to  Alexander  McCullaugh  for  said  lot;  signed,  acknowledged, 
aud  recorded;  dated  the  18th  and  19tli  of  August,  1777. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  bill  of  sale  or  deed  of  conveyance  from  Alexander  McCullaugh,  ne]ihew 
and  heir-at-law  of  Alexan'der,  sen.,  to  David  McCaleb,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  one  equal  half  part 
of  all  the  lands  and  lots  owned  by  Alexander,  sen.,  in  the  former  British  province  of  West  Florida; 
executed,  acknowledged,  and  record'ed  in  Mississippi  Territory,  dated  February  5,  1813;  certified  and 
authenticated  in  due  form  from  the  records  of  AVashington  county,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  deposition,  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  William 
McCullaugh,  who  saith  that  Alexander  McCullaugh,  the  owner  of  various  lands  aud  lots  in  the  former 
British  province  of  West  Florida,  died  at  Pensacola,  and  that  the  father  of  the  deponent  was  his  heir-at- 
law,  and  after  his  death,  Alexander,  jun.,  being  the  eldest  son,  was  his  heir-at-law.  Sworn  and  subscribed 
before  Simeon  Knight,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by  a  certificate  of  the  governor  oi  Louisiana, 
under  the  seal  of  the  State. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Robert  Fleming,  formerly  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  taken  at  Philadelphia 
on  March  4,  1823,  stating  that  Alexander  McCullaugh,  jun.,  frequently  mentioned  to  him  that  he  was  the 
heir  of  his  uncle,  Alexander,  sen.,  who  died  at  Pensacola  intestate;  and  that  the  deponent  was  informed 
by  other  relations  of  the  family  of  the  same  facts,  and  that  the  said  Alexander,  jun.,  showed  him  divers 
documents,  duly  authenticated  "in  Ireland,  proving  that  his  father  died  intestate,  and  that  he  was  the  heir- 
at-law,  or  eldest  son,  of  his  father,  William,  who  died  intestate;  that  all  the  documents  were  authenticated 
in  Ireland  with  a  view  of  his  taking  possession  of  his  uncle's  lands  in  West  Florida;  and  that  the  said 
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Alexander,  as  ilepouent  verily  lielieves,  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  South  Carolina,  as  he 
could  not  carry  on  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  merchant  witliout;  that  some  time  thereafter  ho 
moved  to  Jaeksonboroug-h,  where  his  house  and  all  his  papers  were  consumed  by  tire;  and  that,  in  1S03  or 
1804,  the  said  Alexander  went  out  to  Mississippi  in  search  of  his  hinds  and  lots,  iS;c.  Sworn  to  before 
Kobert  Wharton,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  taken  in  a  suit  in  Mississippi,  and  certified  from  the  records  of 
that  court,  in  which  he  states  that  Alexander  McCullaugh,  sen.,  died  at  Pensacola,  without  children, 
shortly  after  June,  I'Sl,  and  that  his  brother,  John  Bay,  was  one  of  his  administrators,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  all  his  title  papers,  grants,  &c.,  and  carried  them  to  South  Carolina  and  deposited  them  with  the 
deponent  for  safe  keeping;  and  that  some  time  thereafter  a  young  man,  calling  himself  Alexander 
McCullaugh,  arrived  from  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  letters  written  to  him  by  the  administrators  of  his 
deceased  uncle,  and  called  on  deponent,  and  informed  him  that  his  father,  the  brother  of  Alexander,  sen., 
had  died  intestate,  and  that  he  was  the  heir  and  nephew  of  Alexander,  sen.,  deceased;  and  at  the  same 
time  produced  certilicates  and  testimonials,  all  authenticated  in  such  a  manner,  by  competent  tribunals 
in  Ireland,  as  left  no  doubt  on  deponent's  mind  that  the  said  Alexander,  jun.,  was  heir-at-law  of  Alexander, 
sen.;   in  consequence  of  which  he  gave  him  all  his  uncle's  grants,  deeds,  kc,  certified  in  due  form. 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Koche  to  [lart  of  lot  No.  142,  in  the  city  of  Pensaciila,  derived  from  Spanish  title, 
is  founded  on — ■ 

A  copy  of  an  act  .of  sale  at  auction  made  to  Marcos  Kiera  by  Francisco  Paula  Gelabert,  governor, 
in  obedience  to  a  decree  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  governor  general  of  Louisiana,  dated  August  .i,  1770, 
being  for  one  lot  No.  142  as  the  property  of  Zenon  Balls,  deceased;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph 
E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  on  December  10,  1822.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from 
Marcos  I\iera  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  LTOvernor  Maxent  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Sausa  and 
Montes  de  Oca,  on  June  30,  1810;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  the  same  persons  on  the  same  day. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  said  Joseph  Eoche  proves  the  signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers 
annexed  to  the  title  papers,  and  that  the  said  lot  before  mentioned  was  enclosed  and  a  house  erected  upon 
it  for  upwards  of  thirty-five  years. 

The  claim  of  Neilson  and  Kandolph  to  one-fifth  part  of  the  above  lot  No.  142,  derived  from  Spanish 
titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  mesne  conveyance  from  William  King  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Governor  Callava 
and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Domingo  Sausa  and  Joseph  E.  Caro,  on  February  U>,  1820;  certified  to  be  a 
true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  on  December  30,  1822.  Also,  an  extract  from 
the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  which  states 
that  Williaui  King  purchased  of  John  de  la  Rua,  attorney  in  fact  of  James  Fontenals,  on  November  27, 
1818;  that  James  Ftintenals  purchased  at  a  public  sale  of  the  estate  of  Marcos  Kiera,  deceased,  on  August 
12,  1812. 

Note. — See  documentary  and  parol  testimony  adduced  in  the  above  claim  of  Joseph  Eoche  to  a  part 
of  the  said  lot,  which  likewise  ajiplies  to  this  claim. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  P.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  8. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  233,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by 
titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the 
undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  David  McCaleb,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  for  himself  and  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Alexander  McCullaugh,  deceased,  to  lot  No.  233,  in  the  cit^-  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  an 
extract  from  the  indices  of  the  British  records  of  West  Florida  now  in  the  General  Laud  Otfice,  showing 
that  the  above-mentioned  lot  was  granted  to  Laughlin  McGuire  January  10,  1767,  certified  by  John 
McLean,  Commissioner  of  the  GJeneral  Land  Office.  Also,  an  original  lease  and  release,  signed,  acknowl- 
edged, and  recorded,  from  the  grantee  to  Alexander  Moore,  dated  September  10  and  11,  1767.  Also,  a 
deed  of  bargain  and  sale  from  Alexander  Moore  and  wife  to  Alexander  McCullaugh,  dated  July  8,  1777, 
for  the  said  lot. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  bill  of  sale,  or  deed  of  conveyance,  from  Alexander  McCullaugh,  nephew 
and  heir-at-law  of  Alexander,  sr.,  to  David  McCaleb,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  one  equal  half  part  of 
all  the  lands  and  lots  owned  by  Alexander,  sr.,  in  the  former  British  province  of  West  Florida,  executed, 
acknowledged,  and  recorded  in  Mississippi  Territory,  dated  February  5,  1813,  certified  and  authenticated 
in  due  form  from  the  records  of  Washington  county,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  deposition,  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  William  McCul- 
laugh, who  saith  that  Alexander  McCullaugh,  the  owner  of  various  lauds  and  lots  in  the  former  British 
province  of  West  Florida,  died  at  Pensacola,  and  that  the  father  of  the  deponent  was  his  heir-at-law,  and 
after  his  death,  Alexander,  jr.,  being  the  eklest  son,  was  his  heir-at-law.  Sworn  and  subscribed  before 
Simeon  Knight,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by  a  certificate  of  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  under  the 
seal  of  the  State. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Robert  Fleming,  formerly  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  taken  at  Philadelphia 
March  4,  1823,  stating  that  Alexander  McCullaugh'  jr.,  frequently  mentioned  to  him  that  he  was  the  heir 
of  his  uncle,  Alexander,  sr.,  who  died  at  Pensacota  intestate,  and  "that  the  deponent  was  informed  by  other 
relations  of  the  family  of  the  same  facts;  and  that  the  said  Alexander,  jr.,  showed  him  divers  documents, 
duly  authenticated  in  Ireland,  proving  that  his  father  died  intestate,  and  that  he  was  the  heir-at-law,  or 
eldest  son,  of  his  father,  William,  who  died  intestate;  that  all  the  documents  were  authenticated  in  Ireland 
with  a  view  of  his  taking  possession  of  his  uncle's  lands  in  West  Florida;  and  that  the  said  Alexander,  as 
deponent  verily  believes,  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  South  Carolina,  as  he  could  not  carry  on 
business  on  his  own  account  as  a  merchant  without;  that  some  time  thereafter  he  moved  to  Jacksonborough, 
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where  his  liiiuso  anil  all  his  ]iapei-s  wen'  coiisiiiiieil  liy  (ire;  ami  llial.  in  ]sn:',  i,|-  ISOI,  llie  said  Alex;inil,i' 
went  "Ut  111  .Mississi|i|)i  ill  seareli  <A'  his  lamls  and  Inis,  .Vi-.  Swiaii  In  lielMie  h',,liiil  W  hail'Mi,  niavm  ,,{' 
the  c-itv  'if   riiiladel]ihia. 

Ais.i,  a  depnsiti 'f   I'lliliii   Hall   I'.ay,  taken    in  a  sail    in    Mississi|i|ii,  and    la  ililied   IV Ihi'  icenids  nf 

thai  e.Miil,  in  which  he  stales  Ihal  Ah'Xander  .Met 'nllaii,L;li,  sr.,  died  at  reiisaeohi,  udlhonl  ehiidi'en,  shrilly 
al'lei-  .lane,  ITS  I,  and  ilia  I  Ids  liinllaa-,  .Inhn  Hay,  was  laie  ,A'  his  adniinisi  lailnrs,  and  limk  imssessien  ef  ad 
his  title  |ia|iers,  jia'ants,  \e.,  and  eaiaaed  I  hem  hi  Smil  h  < 'an.lina,  anil  de|i(isitiMl  I  hem  w  ilh  Ihe  de|H,nenl  Inr 
safe  kee|iin,L;-;  and  that  some  lime  tliereafter  a  ymileA-  man,  eallin;^-  himsell' Ah'Xandei-  Mel 'nllan;j;h,  aiii\i»d 
IViim  Ireland,  in  ronsei|iienee  nT  lelters  wiillen  to  him  iiy  llie  administralol'S  of  his  ileeeased  iiiieje,  and 
...•died  (in  de|inneiil,  aiiil  inl.irmeil  him  Ihal  his  fathca-,  llie  (iL'.iliier  ..f  Alexander,  sr.,  had  diid  inleslale,  :ind 
that  he  was  the  hiar  and  nephew  nf  .Mi'xander,  sr  ,  deeeased;  and  at  Ihe  same  lime  prndneed  eca  I  ilh  ales 
ami  leslinmnials,  ad  ant  hiail  ieali'd    in  siieh  a    manner,  hy  e(ini|ieleiil    Irilainals  in  liel.and,  as  hit  no  doidd 

le|Miiient's  mind  that   ihe  said  .Mexander,  Jr.,  was  heir-atdaw  ul'  .Vh'.xander,  sr.;  in  eoiiseiinenee  nl   w  iueli 

he  n'ave  him  all  his  unide's  .^a'aiits,  deeds,  iVe.,  eerlilied  in  due  fniaii. 

"The  elaim  .if  Mariana  Bnniray  to  lot  Xo.  -':'.:i.  in  the  eity  of  I'eiisaeola,  derived  from  Spanish  lille,  is 
founded  on  an  ori.n'inal  f;a-anl  to  dohn  I'..  .Meek  made  hy  the  IntiaidanI  .Morales,  eounlersiniied  hy  !•'.(;. 
Arroyo,  siaa-elary,  and  dated  .May  '.l.  ISjO.  .Mso,  a  eopy  of  a  mesne  eonxeyanee  from  Ihe  -ranlee  lo  Ihe 
present  claimant,  cxeeiileil  hefore  William  Kin.i;-,  temporary  j;-ovi;rnor,  and  dames  Seallan,  seerelary,  dune 
n,  ISIS,  certified  to  he  a  trne  copy  liy  said  Kin.iy  ami  Seallan. 

In  addition  to  the  forej;-oinft-  title  )iapers,  the  said  Mariana  I'.onifay  proves,  liy  ]ian)l  testimony,  the 
siuaiatures  of  the  Spanish  ollicers  annexed  to  the  <;-rant,  and  that  the  saiil  lot  ahovo  mciitioneil  was  enclosed 
and  a  house  erected  upon  it,  in  compliance  with  the  i litions,  within  a  year  of  the  gaaint. 

All  of  which  is  i-espfctfiilly  sulnnitted  liy  llic  undeisigned  comniissionei-s. 

s.vMi'fiL  i;.  (»vi:i;t().\. 

JOSEi'll  .M.  WHITE. 


Xo.  9. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  iri'ouml  in  Ihe  city  of  I'ensacola,  X'o.  l.'iT,  in  the  district  of  \\  est  Florida,  hy 
titles  emanatin,!;'  from  the  Hritish  and  Spanish  ;j;-overnments,  with  an  ahstraci  of  the  evidence  reported 
in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  ae|  o|'  Con'^ress  appro\eil  .May  s,  ls±2, 
entitled  "An  act  for  ascertuinin.ii,"  clainis  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Tiaritorics  of  Floiida,"  liy  llie 
undersigaied  coinmi.ssiouers,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  David  .NfcCaleli,  a  citizen  of  the  Uniteil  States,  for  liimsidf  and  the  heirs  and  leti'al  repre- 
sentatives of  Alexander  Mi.-f'ullau.n'h,  deceased,  to  lot  Xo.  157,  in  the  city  of  I'ensacola,  is  foundeil  on  a 
deed  poll  from  Alexander  .McC'ullau;j,di,  deputy  provost  marshal,  to  Thomas  Underwood,  dated  March  31, 
1774,  reciting-  that  the  lot  was  granted  to  James  Cavanaugdi,  and  sold  to  satisl'y  a  judgment  against  liiin. 
Also,  au  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  Thomas  Fnderwood  to  Alexander  McCuUaugh,  dated 
January  16  and  17,  1775;  ackiiowdedged,  recorded,  and  certilieil. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  bill  of  sale,  or  deed  of  conveyance,  from  Alexandi'r  Me(  'iillangh,  nephew  and 
lieir-at-law  of  Alexander,  sr.,  to  David  McCaleb,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  rme  (>qual  half  part  of  all 
the  lands  and  lots  owned  by  Alexander,  sr.,  in  the  former  British  province  of  West  Florida,  exeiaited, 
acknowledged,  and  recorded  in  Mississippi  Territory,  dated  February  5,  1813;  certified  anil  authenl  ie.ited 
in  due  form  from  the  records  of  Washington  county,  Mississi|ipi. 

Also,  a  deposition,  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peaci-  in  tlic'  city  of  Xew  Orle.ins,  of  ^Villiam  Mi.'l'nl- 
laugli,  who  saith  that  Alexander  McCullaugh,  the  owner  of  \:irious  lands  and  lots  in  the  former  Ihitish 
province  of  West  Florida,  dic'd  at  i'ensacola,  and  that  thi'  father  of  this  deponent  was  his  heir-atdaw,  and 
after  his  death,  Alexander,  jr.,  bein.g  the  (ddest  son,  was  his  heir-atdaw.  Sworn  and  suhsnilied  lie-fore 
Simeon  Kni.ght,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by  a  ci-rtificate  of  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  under  the 
seal  of  the  State. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Robert  Fleming,  fornii'ily  eif  Charleston,  South  (.'arolina,  taken  at  I'hiladelphia 
March  4,  1823,  stating-  that  Alexamler  McCuUau.gh,  jr.,  frequently  nn-ntioned  tci  him  that  he  was  the  heir 
of  his  uncle,  Alexander,  sr.,  who  died  at  i'ensacola  intestate,  and  that  the  ile]ionent  was  informed  by  other 
relations  of  the  family  of  the  same  facts,  and  that  the  said  Alexander,  jr.,  showed  him  divers  documents, 
duly  authenticated  in  Ireland,  proviii.g  that  his  father  died  intestate,  and  that  he  was  the  heir-at-law.  or 
eldest  son,  of  his  father,  William,  who  died  intestate;  that  all  the  documents  were  authenticated  in  Ireland 
■with  a  view  of  his  taking  possession  of  his  uncle's  lands  in  West  Florida;  and  that  the  said  Alexande-r,  as 
deponent  verily  believes,  became  a  i-iti/.i;-n  of  thi;  United  States  in  South  Carolina,  as  he  could  not  carry  on 
business  on  his  own  account  as  a  merchant  without;  that  some  time  thereafter  he  moved  to  Jacksonborough, 
where  his  house  and  all  his  pajiers  were  consumed  by  fire;  and  that,  in  1803  or  1S04,  the  saiil  Alexander 
■went  out  to  Mississijipi  in  search  of  his  lands  and  hits,  &c.  Sworn  to  before  Pioliert  Whartiin,  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Elihu  iiall  i'ay,  taken  in  a  suit  in  Mississipiii,  and  certified  from  the  records  of 
that  court,  in  which  he  states  that  Alexander  McCullaugh,  sr.,  died  at  Pensacola,  without  ehildren,  shortly 
after  June,  1781,  and  that  his  brother,  John  ]3ay,  was  one  of  his  administrators,  and  took  possession  ot  all 
his  title  papers,  grants,  &c.,  ami  carried  them  to  South  Carolina,  and  deposited  them  with  the  depmienl  lor 
safe  keeping;  and  that  some  time  thereafter  a  young  man,  callin.u-  himself  Alexander  !Mi-('ullaugh,  aiiiveil 
from  Ireland,  in  conserpience  of  letters  written  to  him  by  the  administrators  of  his  deceased  unch-,  and 
called  on  deponent,  and  informed  him  that  his  father,  the  brother  of  .VIexander,  sr.,  had  died  intestate,  and 
that  he  was  the  heir  and  nephew  of  Alexander,  sr..  de-ceaseil;  and  at  the  same  time  ])roiluced  certificates 
and  testimonials,  all  authenticated  in  smdi  a  manner,  hy  competc-nt  tribunals  in  Ireland,  as  left  no  doiilit  on 
deponent's  mind  that  the  said  .Mexander,  jr.,  was  heir-at-law  ol'  .VIexander.  sr.;  in  consequence  of  which  he 
gave  him  all  his  uncle's  grants,  deeds,  &c.,  certified  in  due  form. 

The  claim  of  ii.  li.  15.  iiays  and  John  Duncan  to  the  eastern  half  of  lot  Xo.  157,  di-rived  from  S|ianish 
title,  is  founded  on  a  copj'  of  mesne  conveyance  from  Jose  Maura,  attorney  in  fact  of  Elena  Gayarra,  to  the 
claimants,  passed  before  Governor  Callava,  countersi.gned  by  Domingo  Sansa  and  Joseph  E.  Caro,  assistant 
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witnesses,  dated  March  20,  1820.  Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocol,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph 
E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  showing  that  Elena  Gayarra  purchased  from  Juan  Galguera  on 
June  l,'l810.  Also,  was  produced  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  arcliives,  an  original  grant,  or 
title  in  form,  made  to  Galguera  by  the  Intendant  Morales,  countersigned  by  Gutierrez  de  Arroyo,  secretary, 
dated  February  20,  1810. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  H.  H.  B.  Hays  and  John  Duncan  proved,  by  parol 
testimony,  the  signatures  "of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  that  the  said  lot  above 
mentioned  was  enclosed  and  a  house  erected  upon  it,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions,  within  a  year  of 
the  grant. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVETtTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WUITE. 


No.  10. 

A  report  of  claims  to  four  lots  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  (Nos.  96,  230,  265,  and  266,)  in  the 
district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with  an 
abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Cono-ress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  David  McCaleb,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  for  himself  and  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Alexander  McCuIlaugh,  deceased,  to  lots  Nos.  96,  230,  265,  and  266,  in  the  city  of 
Pensacola,  is  founded  on  an  extract  from  the  indices  of  the  British  records  of  AVest  Florida  in  the  General 
Land  Office  of  the  United  States,  certified  by  John  McLean,  Commissioner  thereof,  showing  that  lots  Nos. 
96,  230,  265,  and  266,  were  granted  by  letters  patent  from  the  British  government  to  Montford  Browne. 
Also,  an  original  lease  and  release  from  the  grantee  to  Alexander  McCuUaugh,  dated  November  2  and  3, 
1715,  for  the  said  lots;  acknowledged,  recorded,  and  certified. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  bill  of  sale,  or  deed  of  conveyance,  from  Alexander  McCuIlaugh,  nephew  and 
heir-at-law  of  Alexander,  sr.,  to  David  McCaleb,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  one  equal  half  part  of 
all  the  lands  and  lots  owned  by  Alexander,  sr.,  in  the  former  British  province  of  West  Florida,  executed, 
acknowledged,  and  recorded  in  Mississippi  Territorj',  dated  February  5,  1813;  certified  and  authenticated 
in  due  form  from  the  records  of  Washington  county,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  deposition,  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  William  McCuI- 
laugh, who  saith  that  Alexander  McCuIlaugh,  the  owner  of  various  lands  and  lots  in  the  former  British 
province  of  West  Florida,  died  at  Pensacola,  and  that  the  father  of  the  deponent  was  his  heir-at-law,  and 
after  his  death,  Alexander,  jr.,  being  the  eldest  son,  was  his  heir-at-law.  Sworn  and  subscribed  before 
Simeon  Knight,  whose  signature  is  authenticated  by  a  certificate  of  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  under 
the  seal  of  the  State. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Robert  Fleming,  formerly  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  taken  at  Philadelphia  on 
March  4,  1823,  stating  that  Alexander  McCuIlaugh,  jr.,  frequently  mentioned  to  him  that  he  was  the 
heir  of  his  uncle,  Alexander,  sr.,  who  died  at  Pensacola  intestate,  and  that  the  deponent  was  informed 
by  other  relations  of  the  family  of  the  same  facts,  and  that  the  said  Alexander,  jr.,  showed  him  divers 
documents,  duly  authenticated  in  Ireland,  proving  that  his  father  died  intestate,  and  tliat  he  was  the  heir- 
at-law,  or  eldest  son,  of  his  father,  William,  who  died  intestate;  that  all  the  documents  were  authenticated 
in  Ireland  with  a  view  of  his  taking  possession  of  his  uncle's  lands  in  West  Florida,  and  that  the  said 
Alexander,  as  deponent  verily  believes,  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  South  Carolina,  as  he 
could  not  carry  on  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  merchant  without;  that  some  time  thereafter  he 
reuKjved  to  Jacksonborough,  where  his  house  and  all  liis  papers  were  consumed  by  fire;  and  that,  in  1803 
or  1804,  the  said  Alexander  went  out  to  Mississippi  in  search  of  his  lands  and  lots,  &c.  Sworn  to  before 
Robert  Wharton,  maj'or  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  taken  in  a  suit  in  Mississippi,  and  certified  from  the  records  of 
that  court,  in  which  he  states  that  Alexander  McCuIlaugh,  sr.,  died  at  Pensacola,  without  children,  shortly 
after  June,  1781;  and  that  his  brother,  John  Bay,  was  one  of  his  administrators,  and  took  possession  of 
all  his  title  papers,  grants,  &c.,  and  carried  them  to  South  Carolina,  and  deposited  them  with  deponent  for 
safe  keeping;  and  that  some  time  thereafter  a  young  man,  calling  liimself  Alexander  McCuIlaugh,  arrived 
from  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  letters  written  to  him  by  the  administrators  of  his  deceased  uncle,  and 
called  on  deponent,  and  informed  him  that  his  father,  the  brother  of  Alexander,  sr.,  had  died  intestate,  and 
that  he  was  the  heir  and  nephew  of  Alexander,  sr.,  deceased;  and  at  the  same  time  produced  certificates 
and  testimonials,  all  authenticated  in  sucli  a  manner,  by  competent  tribunals  in  Ireland,  as  left  no  doubt 
on  deponent's  mind  that  the  said  Alexander,  jr.,  was  heir-at-law  of  Alexander,  sr. ;  in  consequence  of  which 
he  gave  him  all  his  uncle's  grants,  deeds,  &c.,  certified  in  due  form. 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Maria  Mesa  to  the  western  half  of  lot  No.  96,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived 
from  Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on  an  original  decree  of  concession  made  to  the  claimant  by  John  Ventura 
Morales,  intendant  general,  countersigned  by  John  Morales  and  Vicente  Ignacio  Ramos,  assistant 
witnesses,  dated  May  21,  1812. 

Also,  an  original  certificate  of  survey,  executed  and  returned  by  Vicente  Sabastian  Pintado,  surveyor 
general,  dated  July  1,  1812,  reciting  that,  in  obedience  to  the  foregoing  decree,  he  surveyed  and  measured 
for  the  claimant  the  western  half  of  lot  No.  96,  situated  on  Cuna  street,  containing  forty  feet  front  on  said 
street  by  170  feet  dei)th. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  claimant  proved,  by  i"iarol  testimony,  the  authen- 
ticity fif  the  title  papers;  that  he  enclosed  the  half  of  lot  No.  96  soon  alter  he  obtained  the  grant,  and  that 
he  built  a  frame  house  thereon  about  the  end  of  the  year  1812. 

The  claim  of  Antonio  Montero  to  lot  No,  230,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived  from  Spanish  titles,  is 
founded  on  an  original  grant  from  the  Intendant  Morales,  countersigned  by  F.  G.  Arroyo,  secretary,  made 
to  Ant(jnio  Mc.mtero,  and  bearing  date  February,  26,  1810. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Antonio  Montero  proves,  by  parol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  that  the  said  lot  above  mentioned  was  enclosed 
and  a  house  erected  upon  it,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions,  within  a  year  of  the  grant. 
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Tlu>   (.■hiini  of  EiiLCt'iiio   Aiitouiu    Sierra    to   lot    No.    2(15,    in   the   city   of  rcn.safohi,   doi-ivccl    IVo , 

Spanisli  title,  !.•<  foiuuled  on  an  orif;-inal  o-raiil  made  liy  tlie  lutondant  Aforales,  Cf)iinter,si'j;iiiM|  l,y  Scnetary 
Arroj'O,  to  Andres  Cadet,  dated  March  24,  1812.  Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  said  Cadi'l  1o 
E  a!  Sierra,  iiassed  before  San  Maxent,  governor  ad  interim,  and  the  assistant  wilni'sscs,  Domin^-o  S.aiisa, 
and  Juan  Villaverde,  on  Aiiril  12,  1812;  certiliecl,  on  tlu^  same  day,  to  be  a  true  copy  liy  said  Maxeiil  and 
the  same  assistants. 

In  addition  to  the  forc|;-oin-'  titl<>  jjapers,  the  said  Kui^'euio  Antonio  ^H■rra  provi-s,  liy  parol  Icslnnony, 
the  sin-natures  of  the  Spanish  ollicers  annexed  to  the  s'^mt;  and  that  the  said  lot  above  men!  ionrd  was 
enclosed  and  a  house  erected  upon  it,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions,  wilhin  a  ye.ir  id'  llie  niant. 

The  claim  of  Ciiarles  de  (irandpre  to  lot  No.  2(10,  in  the  city  of  rensacola.  dri  ivid  IVom  Spanish  tille, 
is  founded  on  an  orig'inal  f;-rant,  or  title  in  form,  made  to  tlie  claimant  by  tlie  Inti'udanl  Morales,  c.mider- 
sio-ned  by  F.  G.  Arroyo,  secretary,  and  dated  March  24,  1812. 

In  addition  to  the  foreg-oinjj,'",  the  said  Charles  de  tirandpre  proves,  by  parol  testimony,  the  sig-natures 
of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant;  and  that  the  said  lot  above  mentioned  was  enclosed  within 
a  vear  after  it  was  granted  to  him,  but  never  built  on  in  con.sequence  of  its  nuirshy  situation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

'  S.VMCKT,  i;.  OVERTON. 

JOSEl'lI  M.WHITE. 


No.  11. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  eight  hundred  arpents,  situated  forty-seven  porches  to  the 
south  of  the  suburb  of  the  city  of  I'ensacola,  bounded  with  Galvez  Spring,  in  the  district  of  West 
Florida,  claimed  in  part  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  government,  and  in  into  by  a  claim 
emanating  from  the  Spanish  govermnent,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  re|iorteil  in  conformity  to 
the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  apiiroved  May  s,  1S22,  entitled  "An  act 
for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersig-ned 
commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Theodore  Gaillard,  Cornelia,  his  wife,  formerly  Cornelia  Marshall,  and  Jane  Marshall, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  derived  from  the  liritish  government, 
is  founded  on — 

A  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  nuide  by  Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  West 
Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  Montfort  Browne,  esquire,  lieutenant  governor  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  province  aforesaid;  certified  August  28,  1768. 

Also,  an  original  patent,  under  the  great  seal,  granted  by  the  said  Jfontfort  Browne  to  William 
Marshall  for  the  said  land,  on  the  usual  conditions,  dated  December  L5,  n<'i8;  signed,  countersigned, 
and  recorded. 

Also,  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  trust  of  William  Marshall,  sr.,  of  all  the  lands,  &c.,  son  of  the 
aforesaid  William,  to  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Cornelia,  his  wife,  and  Jane  ^larshall,  to 
wdnch  the  said  William  was  entitled  in  the  province  of  West  Florida,  and  upon  trust  and  condition 
therein  enumerated  and  expressed,  dated  November  2,  1803,  with  a  schedule  of  the  lands  and  lots  there- 
unto annexed;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Charles  S.  Tucker,  register,  wdiose  signature  is  authenticated 
by  a  certificate  of  the  governor  and  secretary  of  South  Carolina,  under  the  great  seal,  dated  September 
19,  1822. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  duly  certified  and  authenticated,  stating  that  AVilliam  Marshall, 
sr.,  was  a  stafl"  ofiScer  in  the  British  ordnance  department,  and  resided  in  Fcnsacola  until  tlie  province 
was  surrendered  to  Spain;  that,  during  this  period,  ho  had  various  grants  of  land  made  to  him  by  the 
diflerent  British  governors;  that  the  deponent  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Marshall  and  his  aflairs, 
and,  about  the  year  1181  or  1182,  he  left  Pcnsacola,  and  went  to  South  Carolina,  and  settled  himself  iu 
the  city  of  Charleston,  and  soon  after  became  a  citizen  of  said  State;  that  the  said  William  died  several 
years  afterwards,  leaving  a  son  named  William,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  State,  who  died  some  years 
ago,  leaving  two  daughters,  Cornelia,  wife  of  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  Jane  Marshall;  that  William  Marshall, 
sr.,  had  a  ruimber  of  negroes  in  West  Florida,  and  cultivated  two  tracts  of  land;  and  that  he  was  in  actual 
possession  of  several  lots  in  Pensacola,  on  one  of  which  he  resided.  Signed  and  sworn  to  before  William 
S.  Smith,  clerk  of  the  court  of  connnon  pleas,  whose  signature  and  seal  is  accredited  by  the  certificate  of 
the  presiding  judge  and  governor  of  South  (Jarolina,  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  John  Black,  stating  that  he  resided  some  time  in  Pensacola,  until  the  capture 
of  that  place  by  the  Spaniards,  and  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  William  Marshall,  who  resided  in 
his  own  house,  situated  abijut  two  lots  distant  from  the  corner  of  George  street,  leading  to  Fort  George, 
and  that  the  said  Marshall  owned  many  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensacola  and  elsewhere  in  tlie 
province;  and  furtlier  saith,  that  the  said  William  Marshall  came  to  Charleston,  with  his  family,  where  he 
became  a  citizen,  and  resided  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  family  were,  his  son  William,  now  dead, 
and  his  daughters  Cornelia  and  Jane.     Sworn  to,  certified,  and  authenticated  as  above. 

The  claim  of  William  King,  derived  from  the  Spanish  government,  to  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land, 
situated  about  forty-seven  perches  to  the  south  of  the  suburb  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  bounded  with 
San  Maxcnt's  tract  of  land,  and  north  with  Galvez  Spring,  is  founded  on  the  f  illowing  title  papers  and 
testimony  exhibited  in  support  thereof,  to  wit: 

A  cijpy  of  a  plat  and  an  original  certificate,  made  by  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  surveyor  general, 
dated  Havana,  December  3,  1819^  stating  tliat  the  annexed  plat  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  attached 
to  the  original  proceedings  instituted  by  Thomas  P.  Rioboo,  on  October  8,  isf!),  and  by  a  decree  of  the 
intendant  and  superintendent  general  of  Havana,  dated  2(itli  of  November  last,  an  authenticated  copy  of 
the  following  proceedings  were  granted  to  said  Rioboo.     Signed  and  sealed  as  abo\-e. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  certificatesigned  by  Carlos  Reggio,  Pedro  Reggio,  Jose  Noriega,  Lewis  Dauuoy, 
and  Santiago  Dauphine,  dated  Pcnsacola,  August  2,  1819,  proving  that  Thomas  P.  Rioboo  cultivated  a 
tract  of  land  at  the  place  known  by  the  name  of  Galvez  Sjiring.     Signed  and  dated  as  above. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  petition  signed   by  Rioboo,  dated  Havana,   October  8,   1819,  addressed   to  the 
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intendant  and  superintendeut  general,  setting-  forth  that,  on  September  13,  180G,  Dun  Juan  Ventura 
Morales,  intendant  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  ordered  that  a  tract  of  land  of  eight  hundred  arpents, 
situated  at  Galvez  Spring,  should  l)e  surve3'ed  and  measured  for  Grcgorio  Artacho,  having  petitioned  for 
the  same,  and  afterwards  conveyed  to  j'our  petitioner,  praying  that,  by  the  surveyor  general,  Vicente 
Sebastian  Pintado,  a  ccrtilied  copy  of  the  .said  grant,  or  of  the  title  in  form,  should  be  given  to  him. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  decree  of "  the  intendant  general,  dated  Havana,  October  9,  1819,  referring  the 
proceedings  to  tiie  liscal. 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  fiscal's  ojiinion,  dated  Havana,  October  10,  1819,  stating  that  the  proceedings  be 
referred  to  tlie  surveyor  general,  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  to  report  according  to  the  solicitude  of  the 
petitioner. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  decree  by  the  intendant  general,  dated  Havana,  October  10,  1819,  stating  that,  in 
conformity  witli  the  iiscal's  opinion,  let  the  proceedings  be  referred  to  the  surveyor  general,  Vicente 
Sebastian  Pintado,  for  the  report  s(j  required. 

xVlso,  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  surveyor  general,  dated  Havana,  October 
29,  1819,  in  obedience  to  the  foregoing  decree,  stating  that,  l)y  decree  of  the  intendant  of  the  province  of 
West  Florida,  dated  September  13,  1800,  there  was  granted  and  surveyed  for  Gregorio  Artacho  a  tract  of 
land  situated  in  the  contiguities  of  the  town  of  Pensacola,  containing  twenty  arpents  front  by  forty  in 
depth,  at  Galvez  Spring,  which  original  grant  for  the  said  land  I  have  delivered  at  the  secretary's  office 
on  the  29th  of  March  last.     Signed  and  dated  as  above. 

Also,  a  copy  of  tiie  fiscal's  opinion,  dated  Havana,  November  20,  1819,  stating  that,  by  reference  to 
the  report  of  the  surveyor  general,  Vicente  S.  Pintado,  and  other  documents  hereunto  annexed,  it  is 
proved  that  the  concession  of  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land,  made  in  the  year  1800,  by  the  intendant  to 
Don  Gregorio  Artacho,  (now  the  property  of  Thomas  P.  Kioboo,)  is  a  lawful  one,  as  made  in  the  time 
qualified  for,  and  by  coi]ipetent  authority;  in  consequence  of  which  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  said  Piioboo 
can  maintain  the  possession  of  tiie  said  land  in  virtue  of  the  above  statement  and  the  loss  of  the  original 
title  papers,  without  interfering  with  a  third  person.     (Signed)   Figuero. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  decree  by  the  intendant  general,  dated  Havana,  November  20,  1819,  ordering  that 
an  authenticated  copy  of  the  proceedings  be  granted  to  the  petitioner;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Jos6 
Noj',  secretary  of  the  royal  hacienda,  dated  December  3,  1819.  The  signature  of  Jose  Noy  is  accredited 
by  Francisco  Ayala,  Manuel  de  la  Torre,  and  Mauricio  Parras  Pita,  notaries  public  of  the  city  of  Havana, 
dated  December  3,  1819. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Thomas  P.  Kioboo  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  "William 
King,  governor  ad  interim,  countersigned  by  Miguel  McKinsee,  dated  Novend)er  28,  1818,  certified  to  be 
a  true  copy  by  Governor  Callava,  countersigned  by  Domingo  Sausa  and  Thomas  P.  Eioboo,  April  5,  1819. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  William  King  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  that 
Gregorio  Artacho  settled  upon  tiie  above  tract  of  land  in  the  year  1800;  that  there  were  two  small  houses, 
and  about  six  arpents  cleared  and  enclosed;  that  he  continued  the  cultivation  about  three  or  four  years, 
and  obtained  the  said  tract  of  land  by  a  grant  of  Morales. 

2ill  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  12. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  101,  and  the  corresponding  garden 
lot,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments, 
with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land 
within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustave  and  Prospere  Marigny,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Lise  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  101, 
and  the  corresponding  garden  lot,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  a  certificate  of  survey  executed 
by  Elias  Duruford,  surveyor  general,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excellency  George  Johnstone,  esq., 
governor  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  bearing 
date  May  24,  ITOO,  setting  forth  that  he  measured  and  laid  out  for  Evan  Jones,  esq.,  lot  No.  101,  in  the 
town  of  Pensacola,  eighty  feet  front  by  three  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  depth,  with  the  corresponding 
garden  lot;  certified  November  10,  1100. 

Also,  an  original  patent  granted  to  Evan  Jones,  esq.,  by  Montfort  Browne,  esq.,  lieutenant  governor 
in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  W^est  Florida,  under  the  great  seal;  signed  and  certified 
by  Alexander  McLellan,  deputy  provost  secretary,  dated  December  18,  ITOO,  upon  the  usual  conditions. 

Also,  a  deposition  of  Tliomas  and  David  Urquhart,  stating  that  they  were  acquainted  with  botli  Evan 
and  James  Jones,  who  formerly  resided  in  West  Florida  while  the  same  was  a  I5ritish  province;  that  they 
were  brotiiers;  that  James  Jones  died  first,  and  that  Evan  became  his  heir.  Deponents  further  say,  that 
they  know  that  Evan  Jones  is  now  also  deceased;  that  said  Evan  Jones  had  two  daughters,  Maria  and  Lise; 
that  the  former  was  married  to  Bernard  Marigny,  of  New  Orleans,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons,  Gustave 
and  Prospere,  and  that  she  is  now  deceased,  leaving  said  two  sons;  that  the  second  daughter  (Lise)  of 
said  Evan  Jones  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  JlcCall,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Sworn  to  and  subscribed 
before  L.  M.  Paney,  justice  of  the  peace,  dated  New  Orleans,  August  11,  1824,  whose  signature  is 
accredited  by  Thomas  Boiling  Robertson,  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  under  seal  of  the  State, 
dated  August  12,  1824. 

The  claim  of  John  Chabeaux  to  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  101,  derived  from  Spanish  title,  is  founded 
on  an  original  grant,  or  title  in  form,  made  to  Eufrosina  Hinard  by  Governor  Masot,  countersigned  by  the 
assistant  witnesses,  Sausa  and  (levallos,  and  dated  December  0,  1817. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Cirilo  de  Morant  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Governor 
Masot  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Sausa  and  Cevallos,  March  10,  1818;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by 
Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  April  T,  1823;  which  deed  recites  that  Morant  purchased 
of  Eufrosina  Hinard. 
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111  additinii  til  the  fuic!j,-niiij;'  lillc   jiaiRTs,  I  he   said   .Inlm   Clialicaux    |)iii\rd,    liy    |i:iriil   tcsti v,  llii' 

sig'iiatiircs  u['    the   .Spanish   oftii'crs   aiiiicxcil    tn    the   n'lanl.aiid    llial    the   said    l.il    alioxr  inml  iciiicii    \viis 
eiicUiscd   aud  had  a  house  erfctcil  ii|i(iu  il.  in  ciniiiiliancc   with   the  oomlitidiis,  wilhiii  a  \cai-  i.C  Uh-  L^ianl. 

All  which  is  I'espectl'uUv  silhii)illrd  h\'   the  iiii(lcrsii;ii('d  cniiiiiiissiniicis. 

SA.MIKL   L'.  ()VI;i;T(>X 

JusEi'ii  .\L  wiirri':. 


Xo,  13. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  n-roiind  in  tlic  city  of  Pcnsacola,  X'o.  43,  and  tlic  ci'in'spondiiiL;-  garden  lot, 
ill  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  einanating'  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4tli  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1S22,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Plorida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  !Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustavo  aiul  ProspiTc  Maiigny,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Lise  ^McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  Xo.  43,  and 
tlie  corresponding  garden  lot,  in  the  city  of  reiisacola,  is  founded  on  a  certihcato  of  survey  made  by  Elias 
Durnford,  surveyor  general,  ]nirsuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  honor  Montfort  Browne,  es(j.,  lieutenant 
governor  and  cominandcr-in-chief  in  aud  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  ^Vest  Florida,  liearing 
date  Decemlier  23,  1767,  stating  that  he  surveyed  for  Alexander  Carlisle  a  town  lot  Xo.  43,  with  the 
corresponding  garden  lot,  having  the  usual  front  and  depth;  certified  January  12,  1768. 

Also,  an  original  jiatent  granted  to  Alexander  Carlisle  hj  Montfort  Browne,  esq.,  lieutenant  governor 
and  Commander-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  under  the  great 
seal;  signed  and  certified  by  Daniel  Claik,  deputy  provost  secretaiy,  dated  January  26,  1768,  upon  the 
usual  conditions. 

X'oTE. — See  Thomas  and  David  rrijuhart's  deposition,  which  likewise  aiiplirs  ti'  this  claim,  in  report 
Xo.  12. 

Tiie  claim  of  Manuel  Joseph  Penalbert  to  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  43,  in  the  cilv  of  Pensacola 
derived  from  Spanish  title,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  an  act  of  sale  from  Augustin  Paiiz  to  the  claimant,  executed  before  Governor  San  Maxent 
February  27,  1808;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Enriipie  de  Grandpre,  constitutional  alcalde. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  paper,  the  said  Manuel  Joseph  Penalbert  proved,  by  ]iarol  testimony, 
the  signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  title  paper,  and  that  in  the  year  1806  there  was  a! 
-small  framed  house  and  enclosure  on  said  lot;  that  a  large  house  was  erected  on  it  "in  1807;  that  the  said 
lot  has  been  viewed  as  private  property  ever  since,  and  was  occupied  by  said  Penalbert;  and  further 
saith  not. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  i;.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  AVHITE. 


No.  14. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  X'o.  8.5,  and  tlie  corres]iondiiig  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governnients,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the 'act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustavo  and  Prospere  Marigny,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Liso  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  85,  and 
the  corresponding  garden  lot,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

A  certificate  of  survey  made  by  Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his 
excellency  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and  govcrnor-in-cliief  in  and  over  his  Britannic 
.Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  bearing  date  June  6,  ifda,  reciting  that  he  surveyed  and  laid  out  for 
Pichard  Payne  lot  X'o.  85,  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  with  the  corresponding  garden  lot,  having  the  usual 
front  and  depth;  certified  August  19,  1765. 

Also,  an  original  patent,  granted  to  Richard  Payne  by  George  Johnstone,  escp,  captain  general  and 
governor-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  umlcr  the  great  seal; 
signed  and  certified  by  Alexander  McClellan,  deputy  provost  secretary,  dated  Seiitember  26,  1765,  upon 
the  usual  conditions. 

Note. — See  Thomas  and  David  Unjuhart's  dei>osition,  which  likewise  applies  to  his  claim,  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Noriega  to  the  al.iove-mentioned  lot  N'o.  85,  derived  from  Spanish  title,  is 
founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Louis  Christian,  attorney  in  fact  for  Ji.'hn  Joyce,  executor  of 
Daniel  Ward,  to  Jose  Noriega,  sen.,  executed  before  Governor  White  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Benigno 
Ciarcia  Calderon  and  Francisco  Cancdo,  dated  January  21,  1795;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Governor 
White,  the  same  assistants,  and  on  the  same  day. 

Eugenio  Lavalle,  being  sworn,  saith  that  he  has  known  lot  X'o.  85  ever  since  the  year  1781;  that 
there  w-as  a  framed  house  and  other  improvements  tlien  on  it;  that  it  has  been  considered  private  property 
ever  since  he  knew  it;  and  furtlier  saith  not. 

Henry  Michelet,  being  sworn,  saith  that  lot  X'o.  85  lias  been  respected  as  the  proiierty  of  Joseph 
Noriega  ever  since  he  first  came  to  this  place,  seventeen  years  ago;  that  the  family  of  Noriega  has  lived 
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ii])on  it  since  tliiit  peritnl;  tluit  tlie  iniprovemeiits  ci insist  i.if  a  larye  tVarued  dwelling-huuse,  kitchen,  &c.; 
and  further  saith  not. 

All  which  is  resriectfuUy  sulnnitted  hv  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  K.  OVERTON. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  15. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  198,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  Governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  jirovision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  182-2,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustavo  and  Prospere  Marign}^,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  liis  wife,  Lise  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  198,  in 
the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  to  corresponding  garden  lot,  is  founded  on — 

A  certificate  of  survey  made  bj-  Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his 
excellency  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  governor  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  oyer  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
province  of  West  Florida,  bearing  date  January  21,  1766,  setting  forth  that  he  surveyed  and  laid  out  for 
William  Litch  a  town  lot,  No.  198,  with  the  corresponding  garden  lot,  having  the  usual  depth  and  front; 
certilied  February  14,  1766. 

yVIso,  an  original  patent  granted  to  William  Litch  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief in  and  over  his  Majestj-'s  province  of  West  Florida,  under  the  great  seal;  signed  and 
certified  bj'  Alexander  McLellan,  deputy  provost  secretary,  dated  September  2,  1766,  upon  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Note. — See  Thomas  and  David  Urquhart's  deposition,  which  likewise  applies  to  this  claim,  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  claim  of  John  II.  Howard  to  a  part  of  the  above  lot,  being  fifty  feet,  fronting  on  Palafox  street, 
derived  from  Spanish  title,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Charles  Baron,  attorney  in  fact  of  Alexander  Baron,  to  William 
Devreux,  agent  of  John  H.  Howard,  passed  before  Governijr  Callava,  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Sausa 
and  Joseph  E.  Caro,  November  2,  1819;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  October  16,  1823. 

Also,  an  extract  frcjm  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  which  states  that  Alexander  Baron  purchased  of  John  de  la  Rua  and  Margarita  Bonifay,  July 
15,  1818;  that  La  Rua  and  Bonifay  obtained  the  said  lot  by  deed  of  gift  from  Mariana  Bonifay,  February 
28,  1811;  that  Mariana  Bonifay  purchased  of  Manuel,  January  21,  1811;  that  Manuel  Bonifay  purchased 
of  Manuel  Gonzales,  February  15,  1806;  that  Gonzales  purchased  the  whole  of  said  lot  of  William  Welber, 
August  28,  1802;  that  Welber  purchased  of  Gerald  Bj-rnes  by  an  act  of  sale  dated  February  1,  1799. 
This  deed  recites  that  the  said  lot  was  granted  to  the  said  Byrnes,  August  22,  1796. 

The  claim  of  John  H.  Howard  to  a  part  of  the  same  lot,  No.  198,  being  forty  feet  front  on  Palafox 
street,  and  eight}-  deep  on  Romana  street,  is  founded  on  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  John  Bros- 
nahani  to  William  Devreux,  agent  of  John  H.  Howard,  passed  before  Governor  Callava  and  the  assistant 
witnesses,  Sausa  and  Joseph  E.  Caro,  JS'overaber  2,  1819;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro, 
keeper  of  the  public  archives,  October  15,  1823. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  which  states  that  Brosnaham  purchased  at  public  sale  of  the  propertj'  of  Augustine  Lavack, 
September  16,  1819;  that  Lavack  purchased  of  Mary  Weaver,  March  12,  1817;  that  Mary  Weaver  pur- 
chased of  Manuel  Gonzales,  July  19,  1806;  that  Gonzales  purchased  of  AVilliam  Welber,  August  28,  1802; 
that  Welber  purchased  of  Gerald  Byrnes  by  an  act  of  sale  dated  February  1,  1799,  which  recites  that 
the  said  lot  was  granted  to  the  said  Byrnes,  August  22,  1796. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  tlie  said  John  H.  Howard  proved,  by  jiarol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  title  papers;  and  that  there  was  a  house  and  other  im- 
provements on  lot  No.  198  thirty-two  years  ago,  which  were  occupied  by  an  Englishman,  who  afterwards 
sold  the  same  to  Manuel  Gonzales,  who  maintained  possession  of  the  said  lot  until  he  sold  out  to  others. 

The  claim  of  Pedro  Yniestra  to  a  part  of  lot  No.  198,  being  eighty-five  feet  front  on  Palafox  street, 
is  founded  on  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Manuel  Gonzales  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Richard 
I.  Easter,  acting  alcalde,  countersigned  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  and  dated  May  22,  1822;  certified  to  be  a  true 
copy  by  the  same  persons  on  the  same  day.  This  deed  recites  that  Manuel  Gonzales  purchased  of  William 
Welber,  August  22,  1802. 

Note. — See  parol  testimony  adduced  in  support  of  the  claim  of  John  H.  Howard,  which  likewise 
applies  to  this  claim. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  16. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  89,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard   Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustavo  and  Prospere   Marigny,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  belialf  of  his  wife,  Lise  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  89,  and 
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tlic  cnn-espondiiig  g-avden  lot,  in  the  city  of  Pciisacola,  is  founded  on  an  orig'inal  deed  of  lease  and  reloasi> 
IVoin  ivobort  Collins  to  David  AVang-h  for  onc-lialf  of  tlie  town  lot  No.  Si),  and  the  half  (if  tlie  eorrrsiiund- 
ini;-  ,i;-arden  lot;  sigMicd,  sealed,  and  delivered  December  18,  17(16. 

.Msn,  an  iirig-iiial  deed  of  lease   and   release   from    David  WauL;li  lo  William   .Mnirisim  fur  the  su 

halves  ol'  the  town  and  garden  lots;  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  Dccembc^r  Is,  niKi. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  William  Morrison  to  Evan  and  James  Joni's  fur  the 
above-mentioned  halves  of  the  town  and  garden  lots;  signed,  scaled,  and  recorded  December  IS,  170(1. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  Peter  Thompson  to  Itobert  Collins  for  the  halves  (if 
the  tdwn  and  garden  lots  No.  S9,  dated  November  'itl,  17(5(5;  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  Robert  Collins  to  Evan  and  James  J(ines  and  J(.iseiJi 
Blackwell  for  the  other  halves,  dated  Jnly  II  and  1'-',  17(58;  signed,  sealed,  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

XoTE. — See  Thomas  and  David  Uniuliarl's  deposition,  which  likewise  applies  to  this  claim,  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  claim  of  Engenio  Antonio  Sierra  to  the  abdve-inentioned  hit  Nd.  8'.),  derived  from  Spanish  title, 
is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  bill  of  sale  e.\(.'cuted  by  (ieveriKir  Fdlcli  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Matias  Cervera 
and  Francisco  Xavicr  Navarro,  dateil  July  SI,  IS04,  in  which  he  states  that  the  above  lot  was  sold  on  the 
14tli  of  June,  same  year,  in  obedience  to  a  decree  of  the  r(jyal  treasury,  passed  at  New  Orleans  May  2, 
1804,  and  was  bidden  otf  to  Don  Sierra  for  the  sum  (if  $330;  certified  to  be  a  true  C(H)y  by  (jlovern(.ir  Folch 
and  the  assistant  witnesses  July  9,  1804. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra  jiroved,  by  jiarol  testimony, 
the  signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  bv  the  undersigned  connnissioncrs. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

No.  17. 

A  repiirt  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  22,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lauds  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustavo  and  Prospere  Marigny,  Ilenry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Lise  McCall.  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  22,  and 
the  corresponding  garden  lot,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  William  Aird  to  Evan  and  James  Jones  and  Joseph 
Blackwell,  dated  August  12  and  13,  17(58;  signed,  sealed,  delivered,  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

Note. — See  Thomas  and  David  Urquhart's  deposition,  which  likewise  applies  to  this  claim,  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  claim  of  Eugeino  Antonio  Sierra  to  part  of  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  22,  derived  from  Spanish 
title,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Pedro  Enri([uc  to  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra,  executed  before  Gov- 
ernor Folcli  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Matias  Cervera  and  Francisco  Xavier  Navarro,  dated  July  19, 
1804,  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Carlos  Hernandez,  Secretary  of  War,  and  acting'  as  governor  pco  li?m., 
February  12,  1807.  This  deed  recites  the  original  grant,  dated  July  14,  1804,  and  that  the  grantor  pur- 
chased tiie  said  lot  at  auction  on  the  same  day,  ordered  by  a  decree  of  the  royal  treasury,  passed  at  New 
Orleans,  May  2,  1804. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Sierra  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the  signatures 
of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  tlie  saitl  grant. 

The  claim  of  Turner  Starke  to  a  part  of  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  22,  being  twenty-six  feet  fronting 
on  the  bay,  derived  from  Spanisli  title,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Charles  Deville  to  the  claimant,  acknowledged  before  William 
King,  colonel  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  civil  and  military  governor  of  West  Florida;  countersigned 
by  James  Scallan,  secretary,  July  3,  1818;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the 
public  archives,  December  30,  1822. 

John  de  la  Rua,  being  sworn,  saitli  that  he  has  seen  the  papers  relative  to  the  title  of  said  piece  of 
ground,  amongst  which  was  a  grant  to  Charles  Deville,  made  to  him  by  Governor  Folch;  that  Deville 
improved  the  same  and  occupied  it  in  the  year  1807,  and  from  that  time  until  1811;  and  further  saith  that 
the  grant  included  lot  No.  21  and  twenty-six  feet  of  lot  No.  22;  and  further  saith  not. 

Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra,  being  sworn,  saith  that  the  said  part  of  the  lot  was  granted  to  Charles  De- 
ville b}'  Governor  Folch  in  the  j'ear  1805;  and  that  the  said  Deville  did  not  C(.imply  witii  the  conditions 
of  the  grant;  and  further  saitli  not. 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Gagnet  to  part  of  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  22,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
fronting  fifty-four  feet  on  the  bay  bj-  sixty-three  feet  in  depth,  derived  from  Spanish  title,  is  founded  im — ■ 

An  original  mesne  convej'ance  from  Widow  Gag'net  to  the  claimant,  acknowledged  before  John  Miller, 
clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  countj'  of  Escambia,  dated  August  2,  1824. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  jiublic 
archives,  showing  that  Widow  (jagnet  purchased  from  Eugenio  Lavalle,  July  5,  1821;  that  Lavalle  in- 
herited the  above  lot  from  Pedro  Bordenavo,  deceased,  July  23,  180(5;  that  Bordenave  purchased  from 
John  Tourson,  by  act  of  sale  passed  before  Governor  Folch,  countersigned  by  Matias  Cervera  and  Francisco 
Xavier  Navarro,  assistant  witnesses,  February  13, 1806.  This  deed  recites  that  the  above  lot  was  granted 
to  Tourson  by  Governor  Folch  July  18,  1804. 

Eugenio  Lavalle,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  lot  No.  22  was  granted  to  John  Tourson  by  Governor 
Folch  in  the  year  1804,  and  that  the  said  Tourson  enclosed  the  said  lot  and  built  a  frame  house  thereon 
within  the  year  of  the  grant;  and  further  saith  not. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
VOL.  IV =28  c 
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No.   18. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  g-round  in  tlie  citj'  of  Peiisacola,  No.  39,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4tii  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  tlie  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

Tiie  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustavo  and  Prospcre  Marigny,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Lise  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  39,  in 
the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  deed  of  release  from  tlie  lion.  James  Jones,  esq.,  .surviving  executor  of  Anthony  Fore- 
hand, deceased,  Abraham  Bates  and  Ann,  his  wife,  late  Anne  Griffiths,  executrix  of  the  said  Anthony 
Forehand,  to  the  lion.  James  Bruce,  for  the  town  and  garden  lots  No.  39,  dated  November  9,  1773;  signed, 
sealed,  and  acknowledged  in  due  form,  before  Alexander  McCullaugh,  deputy  secretary,  November  20, 
1773.  ' 

Also,  an  original  reconveyance  from  James  Bruce  and  Isabella,  his  wife,  to  James  Jones,  Abraham 

Bates  and  Anne,  his  wife,  for  the  same  town  and  garden  lots,  dated ,  — ,  1775;  signed,  sealed,  and 

delivered. 

Note. — See  Thomas  and  David  Urquhart's  deposition,  which  likewise  applies  to  this  claim,  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  claim  of  Solomon  Siler  to  the  abovementioned  lot  No.  39,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived  from 
Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Cirilo  Lessassier  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  William  King, 
colonel  4th  regiment  United  States  infantry,  civil  and  military  governor  of  West  Florida,  and  James 
Scallan,  secretary,  June  22,  1818;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy,  by  the  same  persons,  June  23,  1818. 

Also,  was  produced  by  Josepii  F.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  an  original  grant,  or  title  in 
form,  made  to  Cirilo  Lessassier  by  the  intendant.  Morales;  countersigned  by  Arroyo,  secretary,  and  dated 
March  20,  1811. 

In -addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Solomon  Siler  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the  sig- 
natures of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  title  papers,  and  that  lot  No.  39  was  enclosed  and  had  a 
framed  house  on  it  in  the  year  1812,  which  improvements  were  made  by  Cirilo  Lessassier;  and  further 
saith  not. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No  19. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  69,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  bj'  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  sons,  Gustave  and  Prospere  Marigny,  Henry  McCall, 
acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Lise  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  69,  in  the  city  of 
Pensacola,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  James  Jones,  Abraham  Bates  and  Anne,  his  wife,  late  Anne 
Griffiths,  executrix  of  Anthony  Forehand,  deceased,  to  James  Bruce,  esq.,  for  the  town  and  garden  lots 
No.  69,  with  all  the  buildings  thereon,  dated  June  23  and  24, 1775;  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered;  reciting  that 
lot  No.  69  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot  were  granted  to  Timothy  Tryon,  by  letters  patent,  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  February  18,  1766. 

Note. — See  Thomas  and  David  Urquhart's  deposition,  which  likewise  applies  to  this  claim,  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  claim  of  Francisco  Suarrez  to  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  69,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived 
from  Spanish  title,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Julian  Caravallo  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Governor  Folch 
and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Sausa  and  Moutes  de  Oca,  May  23,  1818,  including  the  improvements  thereon; 
certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  May  31,  1824.  This  deed  recites  that  the  said  lot  was 
granted  to  Caravallo  by  Governor  Folch,  and  the  improvemeuts  made  at  his  own  expense. 

All  which  is  resijectfully  submitted  by  the  imdersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH.  M.  WHITE. 


No.  20. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  86,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  tlie  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustave  and  Prospere  Marigny,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Lise  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  86,  in 
the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot,  is  founded  on — 
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An  m-if;-iiiul  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  IJieluird  Payne  to  William  Lilch  for  the  aliuve  lots  and 
all  the  linililin.n's  thereon,  dated  September  8,  17(50;   sij;-neil,  scaled,  and  n'curdi'd  in  dnc  firini. 

jS'dtk. — See  Thomas  and  Daviil  rr(|uhart'.s  deposition,  wliieli  like\\is<'  applies  lo  this  claim,  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  elaim  of  Samuel  M.  Smith  and  Thomas  15.  liobinson  to  the  aliovc-mcnl  iwnid  lot  No.  SCi,  in  the  city 
of  Pensaeohi,  derived  from  Spanisii  titles,  is  fonndivl  on — 

An  orifvinal  eertilieafe  of  sale  made  by  Governor  Masot,  dated  Decendicr  10,  1817,  which  recites  that 
the  said  lot  was  exjiosed  to  sale,  at  puldic  auction,  in  obedience  to  a  deere(!  of  the  tribunal  of  royal 
hacienda,  and  that  John  de  la  Riui  became  the  purchaser. 

.•Vlso,  a  copy  of  an  act  of  sale  from  said  La  Una.  to  the  claimant,  executcil  bcfure  ('iiloTicd  \\'illiam 
King',  temporar_y  ,t;'overnor,  &c.,  -Inly  7,  1S18;  certified  under  the  seal  of  ollice  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph 
E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives. 

The  ori.^-inal  jiroceeding's,  showing'  the  sale  of  a.  nundier  of  lots  at  auction  by  order  of  (iovernor  Masot, 
including'  the  above  lot  No.  815,  was  exhibited  bj'  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  tiie  ]iublic  archives,  embracing' 
the  decree  appointing'  the  appraisers,  dated  December  2,  1817;  decree  ratilying  the  act  of  sale,  dated 
December  12,  1817;  certificate  of  the  payment  of  the  i)urchase  money  of  the  said  hit  into  tiie  ofHco  of 
government,  dated  December  12,  islT;  certificate  of  survey  and  of  possession  given,  executed  by  I'edro 
Keg'g'io,  dated  December  19,  1817. 

In  addition  to  the  foreg'oin.g'  title  jiapers,  the  said  Snuth  and  Robinson  proved,  by  i)arol  testimony,  the 
signatures  tA'  tlic  Spanish  ofticers  annexed  to  the  said  title  papers. 

All  wiiich  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  nndersing'ed  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  21. 

A  report  of  claims  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  I'ensacola,  No.  33,  in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by 
titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanisii  .governments,  with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  repc.irte'd 
in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4tli  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  under- 
signed commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Bernard  Marigny,  curator  of  his  minor  sons,  Gustave  and  Prospere  Marigny,  Henry 
McCall,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  Lise  McCall,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  quarter  of  lot 
No.  33,  iu  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  Bryce  JlcCumraing'  to  James  Stewart  for  the  above  quarter 
of  lot,  dated  October  8  and  9,  1768;  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered. 

Note. — See  Thomas  and  David  Ur(pihart's  deposition,  which  likewise  applies  to  this  claim  in  report 
No.  12. 

The  claim  of  William  Pinchbeck  to  the  whole  of  the  above-mentioned  lot  No.  33,  in  the  city  of 
Pensacola,  derived  from  Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  grant  made  to  Orsino  Bouligny  by  tin.'  intendant,  Morales,  countersigned  by  Francisco 
G.  Arroyo,  and  dated  May  2,  1811. 

Also,  an  original  private  mesne  convi'van-'e  from  Enrique  de  Graudpre,  attorney  in  fact  of  Carlos  de 
Grandpre,  to  the  claimant,  dated  July  17,  1819,  attested  by  Francisco  Moreno,  Du'niel  Lou"'  and  Pedro 
de  Alba. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  which  states  that  Carlos  de  Grandpre  purchased  of  Vicente  S.  Pintado  March  23,  1812;  that 
Pintado  purchased  of  Orsino  Bouli.gny  May  4,  1811. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoin,g  title  papers,  the  said  William  Pinchbeck  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  said  title  papers,  and  that  thirteen  or  fourteen  years 
ago  the  said  lot  was  enclosed  and  a  framed  house  built  thereon  by  order  of  Orsino  Bouligny;"  and 
further  saith  not. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners, 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M,  WHITE- 


No.  22. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  .ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  199,  and  the  corrcspondin.g  garden 
lot,  in  the  district  of  AVest  Florida,  by  titles  emanatin,g  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments, 
with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the 
act  of  Con.gress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "xVn  act  for  ascertainin,g'  claims  and  titles  to  lands 
within  the  Territories  of  Florida,''  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  -ivit: 

The  claim  of  James  Scallan,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  lot  No.  199,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
and  the  corresponding  .garden  lot,  is  founded  on  an  original  deed  of  release  from  Charles  Stuart,  esq.,  to 
William  Ogilvy  and  John  Falconer,  for  said  town  and  garden  lots,  dated  August  11,  1778;  signed, 
acknowledged,  and  recorded  in  due  form;  reciting  that  the  same  was  granted  to  William  Nackasson  by 
his  Majesty  King  George  III,  by  letters  patent,  UTider  the  great  seal  of  the  province  of  AVest  Florida, 
bearing  date  November  5,  1765;  and  further,  that  William  Mathias,  attorney  in  fact  of  the  said  William 
Nackasson,  conveyed  the  said  town  and  garden  lots  to  Charles  Stuart  \>y  certain  indentures  (d'  h.'ase  and 
release  bearing  date  March  22  ami  23,  1768. 

Also,  an  original  private  conveyance  from  Charles  Roberts,  attornc}'  in  fact  of  Alexander  Livingston, 
heir  and  devisee  of  William  Ogilvy,  late  of  Pensacola,  deceased,  and  surviving  partner  of  the  tirm  of 
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Og-ilvy  &  Falconer,  to  AIukt  Ij.  Duncan,  esq.,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  attested  by  David  B.  Morgan 
and  John  Beaty,  dated  July  12,  lS-21. 

Also,  an  original  private  conveyance  from  Abner  L.  Duncan  to  James  Scallan,  attested  by  David  B. 
Morgan  and  John  Beaty,  dated  July  13,  182L 

The  claim  of  Daniel  Duval  to  f)ne-half  of  the  town  lot  No.  11>9,  in  tiie  city  of  Pensacola,  derived  from 
Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on  an  original  decree  of  concession  made  to  Martin  do  Madrid  by  Governor 
Folch  for  the  whole  lot,  April  Ifi,  1804. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  showing  that  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra  became  the  purchaser  of  one-half  of  the  above  lot  at  the 
sale  of  the  estate  of  Martin  de  Madrid,  September  1,  1815;  that  Sierra  conveyed  the  same  to  William 
McVoy  March  4,  181G;  that  McVoy  conveyed  to  Carlton  Cooper  November  22,  1816. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  the  said  Cooper  to  Daniel  Duval  of  said  half  lot,  passed 
before  Governor  Masot  and  the  assisting  witnesses,  Sausa  and  Cevallos,  June  26,  1811;  certified  to  be 
a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  September  14,  1823. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Daniel  Duval  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  grant,  and  that  tlie  said  lot  was  enclosed  and  a  frame 
house  built  therein  witliin  a  year  of  the  grant  by  tlic  original  grantee. 

The  claim  of  AVilliam  Mt-Voy  to  the  other  half  of  the  lot  No.  199,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived 
from  Spanish  title,  is  lliunded  on"  an  original  decree  of  concession  made  to  Martin  de  Madrid  by  Governor 
Folch  April  16,  1804. 

Also,  the  original  testamentary  proceedings  of  the  estate  of  Martin  de  Madrid  were  produced  from 
the  public  archives  by  Juseph  E.Caro,  keeper  thereof,  showing  that  the  said  half  lot  was  sold  as  the 
property  of  the  said  Madrid,  and  i)urchased  by  William  McVoy  July  3,  1817. 

All  which  is  resiK'ctfully  submitted  liy  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  23. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  134,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Thompson,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  above  town  and 
garden  lots  No.  134,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  an  original  certificate  of  survey  executed  by 
Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excel- 
lency George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and  commander-iii-cliief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
province  aforesaid;  certified  June  23,  1766. 

Also,  an  original  grant  made  to  David  Johnstone  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and 
commander-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  upon  the  usual  conditions, 
dated  December  8,  1766;  signed  and  countersigned  under  the  great  seal. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  David  Johnstone  to  James  Thompson,  dated  August 
28  and  29,  17 69;"  signed  and  delivered. 

Also,  an  original  deposition  of  Thomas  Barclay,  late  his  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  general  for  the 
Eastern  States  of  America,  and  at  present  his  said  Majesty's  commissioner  under  the  5th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  stating  that  he  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  now  a  part  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  the  .year  1753;  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  James  Thompson,  of  the  said  city,  merchant, 
and  Catharine,  his  wife,  from  the  year  1764  to  the  year  1775,  and  with  the  son  and  daughters  of  the  said 
James  Thompson  and  Catharine,  his  wife,  to  wit:  with  Jacob  Thompson,  the  son;  Mary  Thompson, 
deceased,  late  the  wife  of  Jacob  Ricketts;  Ann  Thompsim,  who  married  Elbridgc  Gerry,  late  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  deceased;  and  Catharine  Thompson,  who  married  Isaac  Coles,  all  and  each  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  and  are  native  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Sworn  to 
and  subscribed  before  John  I.  Irving,  first  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  dated  December  3,  1824. 

Also,  an  original  deposition  of  James  Morris,  stating  that  James  Thompson,  formerlj'  a  merchant  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  married  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Walton,  also  merchant  of  tlie  said  city,  and  grand- 
father to  this  deponent;  and  that  the  said  James  Thompson,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  left  several 
children,  to  wit:  Ann,  widow  of  the  late  Elbridge  Gerry,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  was  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  said  Ann  Gerry,  formerly  Ann  Thompson,  as  this  deponent 
is  informed  and  believes,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  resides  in  Boston,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts;  and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  said  James  Thompson  left  another  daughter,  to 
wit,  Catharine  Coles,  formerly  Catharine  Thompson,  who,  as  this  deponent  is  informed  and  believes,  was 
born  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  and  who  resides,  as  this  deponent  is  informed,  in  the  State  of  Virginia; 
and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  said  James  Thompson  left  another  daugiiter,  to  wit,  Mary,  who 
married  Jacob  Ricketts,  and  that  the  said  Mary  Ricketts,  formerly  Mary  Thompson,  is  since  dead;  and 
this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  tiiat  the  saiil  Mary  Ricketts,  formerly  Mary 
Thompson,  at  the  time  of  her  decease,  left  several  children,  to  wit,  William,  George,  Jacob,  Elizabeth, 
Anna  Maria,  and  Henrietta,  and  that  they  are,  as  this  deponent  is  informed  and  believes,  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  and  this  dei)oneiit  further  saith  that  Jacob  Thomjison  is  the  only  surviving  son  of  the  said 
James  Thompson,  and  that  the  said  Jacob  Thompson,  as  this  deponent  is  informed,  resides  at  Bath,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not.  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  Smith 
Tiionipson,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  of  the  State  of  New  York,  dated 
November  29,  1824. 

Also,  an  original  deposition  of  John  Pintard,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  stating  that  he  is  a  resident 
of  the  said  city,  and  has  been  such  the  greater  part  of  his  life;  that  ho  is  aged  sixty  years  and  upwards; 
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that  he  knew  James  Tliompsoii,  of  the  said  city,  iiiercliant;  tliat  Mary  Thdiiiiisoii,  (Uio  nf  his  (hui.i;-htci-s, 
was  the  wite  of  Jacob  Rickctts,  also  of  the  said  city  of  New  York;  lh:il  .hicol.  IJickelts,  the  hiishand  of 
said  Mary,  liad  six  oliildreii,  to  wit,  AVilliam,  (ieorg-e,  Jacob,  Jr.,  .\iiiia  .Miiria,  Kii/.ahclh,  and  I  b'lirirttii; 
that  the  sa'iil  Jacob  Uicketts  resided  with  Ins  fannly  a  great  part  of  liis  life  in  the  said  cily,  and  that  all 
of  the  said  eliildreii  above  nanu'd  are  citizens  of  tlic  United  Slates,  lu  the  host  (if  the  kuM\vled,i;-i>, 
recollection,  and  belief  of  this  deponent.  Sworn  to  and  subscribed  belbre  Samuel  !>.  Crai^-,  nf  (he  State  of 
New  York,  a  conmiissioner  to  take  allidavits,  and  dated  December  8,  1824. 

The  claim  of  Severino  I'alao  to  the  above  lot  No.  134,  in  the  city  of  l*ensa<-(ihi,  derived  fmni  Spanish 

title,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Kloisa  Marcos,  executri.x  of  Adelaida  Cliapmn,  decciised,  [lassed 
before  Governor  Zunip,-a,  couiitersij;-ned  by  l)onuni;-o  Sansa  and  Josejih  t^evallos,  assistant  witnesses, 
dated  July  '23,  ISUi;  c'ertilied  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Henri(pie  de  Grandpre,  constitutional  alcalde,  cnunter- 
sig-ncd  by"  Luis  Daiinoy  and  Sebastian  t'aro,  assistant  witnesses,  July  14,  1S21. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protoi'ols,  certilied  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseidi  E.  Caro,  krepcr  nl  the  public 

archives, 'statin.i;-  that  Adelaida   Chapn.n  purchased  the  said  lot  and  buildin.n's  thi'r i  tVnm  J,,hn  Furbes 

September  23,  ISO'J. 

In  addition  to  the  foreg'oing-  title  papers,  the  said  S(,'verino  I'alao  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  olticors  annexed  to  the  said  title  papers. 

\ll  which  is  resiiectfullv  submitted  by  tin-  undersigned  conmiissioners. 

'  SAMUEL  K,  (IV LUTON. 

JOSEi'II  M.  WHITE. 


No.  24. 


The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Thompson,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  above  town  and 
garden  lots  No.  205,  in  the  city  of  Pcnsacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  certificate  of  survey  executed  by  Elias  Duruford,  survej-or  general  of  the  province  of 
West  Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excellency  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  caiitain  general,  &c.; 
certified  June  23,  1T6(5. 

Also,  an  original  patent  made  to  James  Thompson  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and 
govcrnor-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  under  the  great  seal, 
countersigned  by  Alexander  ilcLellan,  deputy  provost  secretary,  dated  November  10,  nofi,  u]ion  the 
usual  conditions. 

Note. — Vide  depositions  of  Tliomas  Barclay,  James  Morris,  and  John  Pintard,  copied  in  report  No.  23. 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Bonifaj'  to  the  above  lot  No.  205,  in  the  city  of  Fensacola,  derived  from  Spanish 
titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  convej'ance  from  Louis  Gayarre  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  II.  il.  Pirackenriilge, 
alcalde  and  notarj-  public,  countersigned  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  dated  October  1,  1821;  certified  to  be  a  true 
Copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  notary  pidilic,  and  charged  with  the  archives,  dated  August  22,  1822. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Oaro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  stating  that  Joseph  Bonifay  purchased  from  Louis  Gayarre  January  15,  1819.  This  deed  recites 
that  (iayarre  purchased  from  Francisca  Albert,  widow  Rafael  Ramos,  by  private  act  of  sale,  April  1,  1818. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Joseph  Bonifay  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  that  lot 
No.  205  was  granted  to  Rafael  Ramos  by  Governor  Folch  in  the  year  1804  d:  IS'JJ,  aaUliit  the  said  lot 
Avas  enclosed  and  a  frame  house  built  thereon  by  the  said  Ramos. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  AVIIITE. 


No.  25. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  56,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governnients,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands 
within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  Jacob  Thompson,  citizen  of  tiie  United  States,  to  the  above  town  and  garden  lots  No. 
56,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  an  original  certificate  of  survey  executed  by  Elias  Durnford, 
surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excellency  George 
Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and  governor-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  .Majesty's  province 
aforesaid;   certified  June  23,  1766, 

Also,  an  original  patent  granted  by  George  Joluistonc,  esq.,  captain  general  and  governor-in-chief  in 
and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  to  Jacob  Thompson,  dated  December  8,  1766; 
signed  and  countersigned  under  the  great  seal. 

Note. — Vide  depositions  of  Thomas  Barclay,  James  Morris,  and  Juhn  Piiitard,  cojiied  in  report  No.  23. 

The  claim  of  Santiago  Colman  to  the  northern  half  of  the  above  lot  No.  56,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
derived  from  Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on  a  copj'  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Joa<piin  Barela  to  the 
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claimant,  passed  before  Governor  Folch  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Mathias  Cervcra  and  Francisco 
Xavier  Navarro,  August  29,  1815;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  the  same  persons  on  the  same  day.  This 
deed  recites  tliat  a  house  i.m  the  said  lot  is  lil^ewise  convej'ed. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  i)ublic 
archives,  which  shows  that  Barela  purcliased  of  William  McVoy,  August  21,  1805;  that  McVoy  purchased 
of  John  Inncrarity,  January  1(5,  1804;  tiiat  Innerarity  imrchased  of  Francisco  Duverges,  by  an  act  of  sale 
passed  before  Governor  Uoward  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Gervera  and  Navarro,  January  16,  1804. 
This  deed  recites  that  the  whole  of  the  said  lot  was  granted  to  the  said  Duverges  by  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
governor  general  of  Louisiana,  Februarj'  24,  1796. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Santiago  Coliaan  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  attached  to  the  said  title  papers,  and  that  the  said  lot  No.  56  was 
enclosed  anterior  to  the  grant  of  the  same  to  Francisco  Duverges  by  William  Panton. 

The  claim  of  Joseph  Roche  to  the  southern  half  of  the  above  lot  No.  56,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
derived  from  Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  William  McVoy  to  the 
claimant,  passed  before  Governor  Howard  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Mathias  Cervera  and  Francisco 
Xavier  Navarro,  January  17,  1804;   certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  the  same  persons  on  the  same  day. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  bo  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  which  states  that  William  McVoy  purchased  of  John  Innerarity  January  16,  1804,  and  that 
Innerarity  jjurchased  of  Francisco  Duverges  Januai-y  16,  1804. 

XoTE. — Vide  the  above  tcstimonj'  adduced  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Santiago  Colman,  which  likewise 
applies  to  this  claim. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  II.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  26. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  80,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot,  in 
the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spaiush  governments,  with  an 
abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Thompson,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  above  town  and 
garden  lots  No.  80,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on  an  original  certificate  of  survey  executed  by 
Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  West  Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excel- 
lency George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and  goveruor-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
said  province;  certified  June  23,  1766. 

Also,  an  original  grant  made  to  Hamilton  Young  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and 
goveruor-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  dated  December  8,  1766; 
signed  and  countersigned  under  the  great  seal. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  Hamilton  Young  to  James  Thompson,  dated  August 
29  and  30,  1769;  acknowledged  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

Note. — Vide  depositions  of  Thomas  Barclaj',  James  Morris,  and  John  Pintard,  copied  in  report  No.  23. 

The  claim  of  Josefina  Granpera  to  the  above  lot  No.  80,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived  from  Spanish 
titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Charles  Lavallc  to  Josefina  Granpera,  executed  before  H. 
M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde,  and  Joseph  E.  Caro,  July  16,  1822;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  the  said 
Brackenridge. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  public  archives,  certified  to  be  a  true  one  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  thereof, 
which  states  that  said  Lavalle  purchased  of  Joseph  Verignon  November  29,  1821;  that  the  said  Verignon 
purchased  at  public  auction,  as  the  property  of  John  McGonnegal,  November  2,  1821;  that  McGonnegal 
purchased  of  Genevieve  Dubuison  Baldiras,  attorney  in  fact  of  Vincente  Sebastian  Pintado,  August  14, 
1819;  that  said  Pintado  purchased  of  James  Wilson  August  19,  1816;  that  said  Wilson  purchased  of 
Charles  Lavalle  April  24,  1815;  that  said  Lavalle  purchased  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  by  act  of  sale  duly 
authenticated,  dated  April  1,  1803,  in  which  it  is  recited  that  said  lot  was  granted  to  said  Panton,  Leslie 
&  Co.  April  16,  1796,  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  governor  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  Josefina  Granpera  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  title  papers,  and  that  the  said  lot  was  enclosed  and  two 
small  frame  houses  built  thereon  by  AVilliam  Panton  in  the  year  1797  or  1798. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  27. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  79,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  B'lorida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  bj'  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Thompson,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  above  town  and 
garden  lots  No.  79,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  certificate  oi'  survey  made  by  Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  West 
Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excellency  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and  governor- 
in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  province;  certified  June  23,  1766. 
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Also,  an  ovi,i;-iiial  grant  nuide  to  l!ol)ei't  lio.ss  ^Vadlllc  by  noorge  .Tolinstuuc,  csi].,  caiilain  gi'iicral  anil 
coninianilcr-in-cliiet'  in  and  over  lii.s  ]5ritannir  Maje.stv'.s  provinoc  of  West  Florida,  upon  tlio  usual  I'ondi- 
tion.s,  dated  December  8,  ITdli;  signed  and  eonnlersigned  under  the  great  si'al. 

.VIso,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  Kobcrt  lioss  W'aildle  to  .lames  'riioiii|isoii,  dateil  Sep- 
tenilier  U  and   15,  1707;  acknowledged  and  recorded  in  duo  form. 

XoTE. — Vide  depositions  of  Thomas  Barclay,  James  Morris,  and  John  I'intard,  copied  in  r.poit,  Xo.  23. 

The  claim  of  John  Hrosnahaiu  to  tlie  above  lot  No.  7'.l,  in  the  city  of  I'ensacola,  deiivi'd  iVom  Spanish 
titles,  is  founded  im  — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  tVoin  -\na  O'Connor,  widow  (Iray,  to  the  clainnint,  passed  liefure 
William  King,  colonel  of  the  4tli  regiuK'nt  of  I  iiited  States  infantry,  and  temporary  governor,  and  Michael 
JlcKin/.ie,  secretary,  January  14,  ISlil;  certilied  to  be  a  true  copy  on  the  2oth  of  the  same  month.  This 
deed  recites  that  the  widow"  Gray  purchased  of  John  Innerarity,  attorney  in  fact  of  John  Forbes  cV  Co., 
October  18,  ISIl. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyant'c  from  John  Innerarity,  executor  of  the  widow  Trijuillct,  to  John 
Forbes  &  Co.,  passed  before  Governor  Folch  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Domin,go  Sausa  and  Antonio 
Jloutes  de  Oca,  July  18,  1809;  -certilied  to  bo  a  true  copy  by  the  same  persons  August  4,  1S09:  conveying 
likewise  a  frame  house  thirty-four  fi'et  square  un  the  said  lot;  said  lot  liavin.g  been  sold  T)y  the  said 
executor  at  public  auction. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  John  Brosnaliam  i)roved,  by  parol  testimony,  tlio 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  said  title  jiapers. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  tlie  uiidersii;-ned  coiinnissioners. 

SAMUEL  1!.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


No.  28. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Fensacola,  No.  135,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  liy  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  the  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  182-2.  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Thompson,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  above  town  and 
garden  lot  No.  135,  in  the  city  of  Fensacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  certificate  of  survey  executed  by  Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of 
West  Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  excellency  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  governor  and  commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  province  aforesaid;  certified  June  23,  1766. 

Also,  an  original  patent  made  to  Abraluxm  Walton  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and 
governor-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  upon  the  usual  conditions, 
dated  December  8,  1766;  signed  and  countersigned  by  Alexander  McLellan,  deputy  provost  secretary, 
under  the  great  seal. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  Abraham  Walton  to  James  Thompson,  dated  June  1, 
1769;  signed  and  acknowledged,  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

N'oTE. — Vide  depositions  of  Thomas  Barclay,  James  Morris,  and  John  Pintard,  copied  in  report  No.  23. 

The  claim  of  Pedro  Senac  to  one-half  of  the  above  lot  No.  135,  in  the  city  of  Fensacola,  derived  from 
Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Vicente  Crespo,  attorney  in  fact  of  John  Domingues,  to  the 
claimant,  passed  before  Governor  Howard  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Barrios  and  Navarro,  August  27, 
1806;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Governor  Maxent,  Sausa  and  Montes  dc  Oca,  assistant  witnesses, 
May  8,  1809. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  paper,  the  said  Pedro  Senac  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the  signa- 
tures of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  said  title  paper,  and  that  about  the  year  1789'there  was  a 
building  on  the  said  lot,  which  was  built  by  John  Domingues,  and  that  it  has  been  occupied  as  private 
property  ever  since. 

The  claim  of  Maria  Vellon  to  the  other  half  of  lot  No.  135,  in  the  city  of  Fensacola,  derived  from 
Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Estevan  Adam  to  the  claimant  for  the  above  half  lot  and  buildings 
thereon,  passed  before  Governor  Collell,  countersigned  by  Domingo  Sausa  and  Juan  Villaverde,  dated 
January  5,  1811;  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  the  same  persons  on  the  same  day.  This  deed  recites  that 
Estevan  Adam  purchased  the  same  from  Maria  Lafrang  December  7,  1809. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  pa]iers,  the  said  Maria  Vellon  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the  sig- 
natures of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  said  title  paper. 

Note. — Vide  documentary  and  parol  proof  adduced  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Pedro  Senac,  wliich 
likewise  applies  to  this  claim. 

All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted  bv  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
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No.  29. 

A  report  oF  a  claim  to  lot  of  s-round  in  tlic  city  ol'  I'ensacola,  No.  254,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  \>y  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spani.sh  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  tiie  provisions  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  lands  within 
the  Territories  of  Florida,''  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Thompson,  citizens  of  the  United 'States,  to  the  above  town  and 
garden  lots  No.  254,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  certificate  of  survey,  executed  by  Elias  Durnfoj-d,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of 
West  Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  his  e.Kcellency  George  Johnstone,  escj.,  captain  general  and 
commander-in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  province  aforesaid;  certified  June  23,  1760. 

Also,  an  original  grant  made  to  James  Thompson  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and 
commanderjin-chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  under  the  usual 
conditions;  signed  and  countersigned  under  the  great  seal,  and  dated  November  10,  1766. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  James  Thompson  to  David  Johnstone,  dated  November 
13  and  14,  1707;  signed,  acknowledged,  and  recorded  in  due  form. 

Also,  an  original  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  David  Johnstone  to  James  Thompson  for  tlie  said 
town  and  garden  lots  No.  254,  dated  August  28  and  29,  1769;  signed,  acknowledged,  and  recorded  in 
due  form. 

Note. — Vide  depositions  of  Thomas  Barclay,  James  Morris,  and  John  Pintard,  copied  in  report  No.  23. 

The  claim  of  John  de  hi  Rua  to  the  above  lot  'No.  254,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived  from  Spanish 
titles,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  grant  from  the  intendant.  Morales,  made  to  Joseph  do  la  Pena,  countersigned  by  Francisco 
G.  Arroyo,  secretarj',  dated  March  24,  1812. 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  said  Pena  to  John  de  la  Kua,  executed  before  Governor 
Masot  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Domingo  Sausa  and  Jose  Cevallos,  Dccomljer  2,  1817;  certified  to  be 
a  true  copy  by  Masot  and  the  same  assistants  on  the  day  of  the  execution  thereof 

In  addition  to  tlie  foregoing  title  papers,  the  said  John  de  la  Kua  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  the 
signatures  of  the  Spanish  officers  annexed  to  the  said  title  papers,  and  that  between  the  years  1812  and 
1814  the  said  lot  was  enclosed  and  a  small  framed  house  built  upon  it;  ever  since  which  period  the  said 
lot  has  been  considered  private  property. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  coumiissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPU  M.  WHITE. 


No.  30. 

A  report  of  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  81,  and  the  corresponding  garden  lot, 
in  the  district  of  West  Florida,  by  titles  emanating  from  the  British  and  Spanish  governments,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  evidence  reported  in  conformity  to  tlie  provision  of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  May  8,  1822,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  claims  and  titles  to  lands 
within  the  Territories  of  Florida,"  by  the  undersigned  commissioners,  to  wit: 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Thompson,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  above  town  and 
garden  lots  No.  81,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  is  founded  on — 

An  original  certificate  of  survey  made  by  Elias  Durnford,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  West 
Florida,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  liis  excellency  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and  governor- 
in-chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida;  certified  June  23,  1766. 

Also,  an  original  grant  made  to  Robert  Thompson  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  captain  general  and 
governor-in  chief  in  and  over  his  Britannic  Majesty's  province  of  West  Florida,  upon  the  usual  conditions, 
dated  December  8,  1766;  signed  and  countersigned  under  the  great  seal. 

Note. — Vide  depositions  of  Thomas  Barclay,  James  Morris,  and  John  Pintard,  copied  in  report  No.  23. 

The  claim  of  Domingo  Torri  to  one-fourth"  of  the  above  lot  No.  81,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived 
from  Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  copy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Joseph  Tello  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Governor  Collell,  and 
the  assistant  witnesses,  Domingo  Sausa  and  Juan  Villaverde,  October  16,  1810;  certified  to  be  a  true 
copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  notary  public,  and  charged  with  the  public  archives,  August  23,  1822.  This 
deed  recites  that  the  said  Tello  purchased  of  John  Domingues  March  22,  1810. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  title  paper,  the  said  Domingo  Torri  proved,  by  parol  testimony,  that  John 
Domingues  built  a  house  on  lot  No.  81,  and  enclosed  it  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  which  house  was 
afterwards  consumed  by  fire;  that  the  said  Domingues  held  possession  of  the  said  lot  three  or  four  years; 
that  there  are  buildings  at  present  on  the  lot,  and  that  it  has  been  in  the  possession  of  those  claiming 
under  said  Domingues  ever  since. 

The  claim  of  Ana  Maestro  to  one-half  of  the  above  lot  No.  81,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  derived  from 
Spanish  titles,  is  founded  on — 

A  coiiy  of  a  mesne  conveyance  from  Louis  Maestro  to  the  claimant,  passed  before  Enrique  do  Grandpre, 
constitutional  alcalde,  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  Louis  Dounoy  and  Sebastian  Caro,  March  22,  1822; 
certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  January  2,  1823. 

Also,  an  extract  from  the  protocols,  certified  to  be  a  true  copy  by  Joseph  E.  Caro,  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  which  states  that  Maestro  purchased  the  said  half  lot  at  a  public  sale  of  the  estate  of  Domingo 
Salas,  deceased,  October  18,  1820;  tiiat  Salas  purchased  of  Francisco  Bonal  August  25,  1818;  that  Bonal 
purchased  of  Domingo  Salas,  executor  of  Dalmacio  Salas,  on  the  day  last  aforesaid;  that  Dalmacio  Salas 
purchased  of  Vicente  Crespo,  attoi'uey  in  fact  of  John  Domingues,  May  11,  1805. 

Note. — See  the  foregoing  claim  for  proof  of  the  performance  of  conditions. 
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Tlio  chiiin  of  the  lof;';!!  ri'in'osciitatives  of  John  Key.scr,  dcceascil,  to  oiio-l'.iiirtli  nf  llic  ;iliii\i'  lut  NH.  si , 
in  llic  city  of  I'cusacMla,  dovivcd  fi'oni  Sjianisli  (itlcs,  is  fcjundcd  on — 

A  <'i'|iy  "la  iiii'siic  convcvaiico  from  Franoison  (i:urin-;i  and  .VII'diiMi  Salas,  iitlorncys  in  fmi  ol'.lnsc|i|i 
(Jonic/.,  to  .luliu  Kcyscr,  passed  before  J';nri(|ile  de  (irandpre,  eonsdtutioual  alcalde,  and  llie  assislaiil 
witnesses,  Louis  Doun.iy  ami  Sebastian  Cani,  .May  1 ,  ISJl  ;  <-(i|  iliid  Pi  In'  a  tine  I'npy  liy  tlif  same  persons 
on  the  same  day. 

Also,  an  e.xtraet  from  the  prntnenls,  eertilied  to  he  a  line  cue  liy  dose[ili  E.  Oai'o,  keeper  nf  the  pnMie 
archives,  which  slates  that  dosepli  (iome/,  ]iiircliased  of  James  liareelo  Decendjer  ly,  181.J;  that  Jiaicelo 
piircha.scd  of  the  estate  of  .Manuel  Camps  Decendier  15,  1S15;  that  Camps  purchased  of  Francisco 
Simon  ^lay  '23,  1815;  that  Simon  iiuri-hased  of  Vicente  Crespo,  attnrney  in  fact  of  John  Doniing-ues, 
liy  an  act  of  sale  jiassed  before  Goverjuor  Folch  August  8,  1804. 

Note. — Sei'  the  claim  of  Domin.n'o  Torri  fir  ]ii'oof  of  the  performance  ol'  condition. 

All   which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  uudersi^med  commissioners. 

SA.MUEL  i;.  OVERTON. 
JOSKl'lI  M.  WIIITE. 
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Ah>itraii  of  claims  lo  Inls  in  tiic  village  o/'  SI.  Carlos  <lf  Barrancas,  founded  on  pmnit^  of  in)]irocemenft<  which 
hare  been  rcporli'd  to  C'(i)>i/re!is  hij  ihe  undersigned  eoiiimissioners. 
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*  Tlie  origin  oI"  this  claim  is  not  recited. 
.All  wliicli  is  respectfully  subiiiitteil. 


SAMUEL  R.  OVF.RTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


In  the  year  1795  or  179(3  Govcrnov  Folch  laid  out  a  town  between  a  f^uartcr  and  a  half  mile  from  the 
fort  of  Barrancas,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  entrance  into  tlie  bay  of  Fensacola.  It  is  in  evidence 
before  ns  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  removed  the  city  of  Fensacola  to  that  place,  but  was  probably 
prevented  from  doing-  so  in  consequence  of  a  failure  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  King-.  His  sanction 
seems  to  liave  been  indispensalile,  from  an  examination  of  the  proceedings  touching-  the  alteration  and 
sale  of  the  public  Sipiaro  by  the  cabildo.  Representations  are  said  to  have  been  made  to  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  in  opposition  to  the  measure,  by  the  citizens  of  Fensacola,  but  whether  any  reply  was  ever 
received  we  have  been  unable  to  learn. 

All  those  claims  are  founded  on  mesne  convej-ances,  the  original  permits  being  lost,  as  stated  in  our 
reports  upon  abstracts  A  and  E.  AVe  have,  luiwever,  had  access  to  one  of  them.  From  an  examination 
of  it,  and  the  parol  testimony  exhibited  to  this  board,  it  appetirs  that  there  never  was  anything  more 
given  by  Governor  Folch  than  permits  to  improve  and  occupy  the  lots,  intending  to  give  them  grants 
whenever  the  plan  should  be  approved  by  the  King.  In  one  of  these  mesne  conveyances  the  grantor 
recites  "that  ho  conveys  the  improvements  on  said  lot,  and,  should  he  obtain  the  grant,  conveys  thereby 
the  lot  also;"  whilst  in' other  cases  the  improvements  and  lots  were  transferred  in  the  proper  offices; 
thus,  it  would  seem,  recognizing  a  property  in  the  lots. 

These  lots  have  been  improved  as  other  gratuities,  and  in  all  of  them  the  deraignment  is  comiilete. 
The  mesne  conveyances  recite  tlie  names  of  the  original  claimants,  as  well  as  the  fact  of  improvements 
having  been  made,  without  giving  the  date,  in  some  instances,  at  which  they  were  made.  Wc  have,  in 
such  cases,  dated  the  improvements  from  that  of  the  mesne  conveyances. 

The  lots  embraced  in  this  class  are  within  musket  shot  of  Fort  Carlos  de  Barrancas;  tiiid  if  the 
claimants  are  considered  as  having  a  title  to  tliem,  we  presume  it  could  be  only  upon  the  condition  that 
they  should  be  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  Spain  relative  to  lands 
contiguous  to  forts  and  fortifications.  As  wc  have  been  unable  to  obtain  access  to  the  laws  upon  this 
subject,  we  have  considered  it  most  proper,  both  for  the  United  States  and  the  claimants,  that  we  should 
report  the  cases  for  the  final  det<'rminiition  of  Congress. 

All  which  is  res[jectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
vol,.  IV 29  c 


226 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  454. 


W 


O 


c 

&1 


2 

2^ 


O 


B 

cg^ 


IS 


'S. 


B 
O 


^ 

- 

.- 

c 

"3 

o 

!s 

5 

^ 

s: 

M 
c 
o 

cd 

rt 

<u 

o 

=    J, 

_o 

c 

t^ 

c 

c. 

r£ 

X 

11 

6    6    6 

6 

6 

_6 

6 

6 

c 

C 

c 

6 

-    o 

-=   -a   "T 

00 

c 
rt 

•3 

-3 

■3 

■3 

1 

■3 

■3 

•3 

-3 

X 

t;  .Si 

CI     00 

1  ^- 

-    ta 

' 

a 

oT 

o 

'"' 

rt    -B 

cc     o 

CI 

■5 

~ 

1 

o    a. 

•^ 

i 

■3 

3    rt 

3       „ 

^ 

■2     ^ 

6    6    6 

s 
o 

^• 

x" 

X 

6 

6 

6 

_£ 

6 

_6 

o 

6 

6 

6    6 

_• 

s 

6 

^ 

s. 

^ 

x'~ 

C 

S 

_6 

6 

Q 

_c 

6 

« s 

g    1 
•g  Q 

3      C 
rt    _0 

1     § 

rt    3 

g  - 

.2   .i 

-3  -1=   -= 

(5 

c 

3 

3 

T3 

•3 

Q      -3 

1 

-3     -3 

rt 

3 

X 

3 
C 

O 

3 
O 

3 

a 

X     '^' 

O     -3 

E   Q 

-  - 

6    6    c 

=1 
a.     . 

b 

Q 

c 

6 

^ 

O 

6 

^ 

9 

2-  c 

_o 

6 

6    c 

_o 

o 

_C 

o 

6 

-2 

Q 

6 

6 

6 

6 

a 
rt 

3 

6 

6 

Cj       C 

„    o 
c  S 

-2" 

-' 

CT 

S 

-a 

-o 

" 

■3     -3 

•3 

rt 

s 

1 

■3 

-3 

-3 

-3 

t-     rt 

£    o 

«   S^ 

rt 

z; 

7j 

.1 

'_« 

3 

0) 

rt     o 

a    ^ 

§1 

'3 

j: 

•a 

"o 

t 

OJ 

ST 

"o 

V 

£• 

c 

S    5 

=   1 

3.  < 

f 

- 

o 
o 

f 

c 

O 

"7 

o 

6    6    6 

^ 

6 

■o 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

J    6 

6 

o 

6    6 

6 

6 

6 

c 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

^  J 

.a    .o 

-  1 

Q   Q    Q 

Id 

Q 

Si 

-a 

Q 

Q 

Q 

P 

Q 

C 

■3    Q 

Q 

Q 

Q    P 

Q 

C 

n 

Q 

Q 

O 

S 

"3 

Q 

Q 

Q 

a 

■3 

Q 

C 

•3     -3 

Td   -3 

3 

o 

a 

rt 

O 

c; 

K     rt 

rt     rt 

■S   !2 

" 

rt 

f 
^ 

_3 

rt 

*£ 

"o    "Z 

"o    "o 

o    <^ 

> 

■3 

= 

3      3 

02 

=- 

< 

Sh 

< 

Ph 

C-.    Ph 

t.    Ch 

-^ 

o 

o 

c 

rt 

o 

S 

^ 

o 

_c    _c    c 

c 

o 

o 

Q 

o 

_o 

o    c 

S 

6 

6  _o 

c 

-2 

c 

c 

S 

6 

c 

o 

6 

c 

c 

o    o 

c    c 

P2 

o 

■^ 

'C 

-o 

■c 

" 

-3 

'3 

•3 

-3     -3 

-3 

■3 

-3 

"^ 

-3 

•6 

•^ 

•3 

—     -3 

-3     -3 

> 

o 

U 

o 

t_ 

O 

o 

Q 

O 

o 

1- 

r~ 

^      O 

o 

" 

>-.    -a 

•3 

•z 

>. 

.2 

^ 

^ 

•f 

Si 

c: 

c 

c 

c    J 

o 

i 

o 

^ 

C 

1 

C 

.2    o 

c 

Q 

C- 

o 

^ 

£ 

Z 

c 

o      *^ 

^ 

c 

C 

o 

c 

s 

C 

c 

c 

c 

6    c 

1 1 

-C     -3     — 

•3 

•X 

X 

•3 

'3 

t: 

^ 

1    -3     -3 

< 

s 

< 

i 

< 

s 

< 

s  < 

en 

o    --    c 

1 

yi 

o 

X 

ir 

tc 

(-      C" 

? 

c 

s  s 

c^ 

r- 

ts 

X      — ■ 

en    to 

to 

r-    I-    1- 

c 

CO 

1- 

ac 

X 

X 

CI     C 

« 

ir 

c^ 

C^ 

ic 

ir 

s 

t: 

a 

t->      -T 

o    -ir 

Z 

ir: 

F 

c 

c^ 

s 

X| 

X 

X 

x' 

3- 

C3( 

a. 

x'    X 

X 

CO 

00 

ix 

X 

CO 

X 

x 

a. 

X      X 

CO      X 

~ 

I- 

o'' 

to 

^ 

c 

m    -» 

n    to 

o 

71 

Ol 

C( 

i) 

o    o    c 

o 

>. 

o 

c 

c 

c 

_c 

C 

_c 

s 

c 

c 

O 

0 

> 

.,  _c 

> 

%    >i    > 

1    >> 

— !    -^    i; 

•a 

-u 

-c 

TI 

-3 

t: 

•3 

ra 

c 

c 

n     c- 

rt 

Q 

— 

"t 

3 

rt 

_ 

2    E 

S     a; 

? 

J 

x; 

J3     X 

J=      3 

i' 

Q. 

1. 

c 

-■     a 

a;     3 

< 

s 

bn 

IE 

< 

t^ 

^  t. 

6h    ^ 

"o 

J 

o 

c 

= 

o 

£     O 

c 

;'     ^ 

:    c 

c 

3     c 

; 

^ 

2      o     _ 

i    c    c 

:     c 

;     Z 

-  i 

;    _c 

S       ' 

■     z 

:   _c 

_c 

C 

^ 

C 

3      C 

_c 

c     c 

c     o 

rt                 f= 

"^ 

3     t 

=      13     " 

3    ^ 

:   t: 

J     t 

•3     3 

■3     -3 

^     '    'M 

^ 

aj 

O 

:  ^ 

u 

■^ 

c 

= 

^. 

2 

X 

? 

5 

•     ct 

o 

■    "n 

c 

•    _    1 
:    £  ^ 

•    2 

re 

c 

s 

3 

c 

I 

•    O 

3    ^ 

c 

c 

_c 

c 

c 

.2    c 

c 

J    c 

'h 

3     c 

D    : 

3      C 

1   _c 

c 

<: 

c 

c 

- 

i     z 

-     c 

'.     rt     c 

*  w  s 

'I 

:   cS 

'^ 

•a   -c 

a 

rt    "^ 

t: 

1    -^ 

1= 

S)"" 

3     "C 

3     - 

3     '- 

3    -; 

■z 

t; 

-^ 

t: 

"C 

~ 

:|  = 

:  -a  o 

> 

:  = 

! 

.    JZ 

o 

s 

;  "3 

s 

: 

5 

•    o 

'■     o 

i 

3 

■       rt       : 

:  o  b 

i^ 

•^ 

ij 

J 

c 

:   c 

2 

•     z 

I    c 

:  - 

D 

"^ 

\    1 

3 

t  «* 

o 

rt 

5 

5 

6 

3    ^ 

'■ 

i  c 

z 

C 

c 

2    = 

c 

c 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

;     c 

c 

•    7 

3 
5    c 

>    c 

s    6    c 

c 

na     -^ 

13 

;  T 

- 

=    c 

C=      3 

■z 

t: 

-c 

■^ 

:    t; 

t: 

5     C 

3    - 

3   t: 

3    t3    t: 

3     -3 

>. 

>. 

rt 
> 

;    c 

,    o 

:  ^ 

^ 

rt 

t 

rt 

n 

:  '-^ 

o 

r  ' 

I  ^ 

6 

- 

= 

■5 

V 

lO     t 

o    r- 

z 

D     C 

S      ' 

H        C 

'(     c 

r:      -rf      1 

-i   ti 

D     t 

-      0 

0    c 

5  i 

^  a 

-  i 

!  S 

\ ; 

t    c 

^  g 

5 

c 

-    a 

J    c 

3     O 

1     c 

>  ? 

■   F 

;  ? 

<r 

CO    c 

i< 

:  f 

} 

1825.] 


CLAIMS    IN    FLORIDA. 


227 


I-     1-     i~ 


o      o     — 

5  E  a 


Cj      c      - 

a  i  I 


=     o     -    ^    -o  = 


>     1. 

•J.     t 


5    «    'H 


X   ^         ^    ^ 


C       =       O      C       C       C 


I. 


■^      i-      T_      T.      -      r      X 


Cl     —     n     =  i-     1-     — 


X       X 

X^      X 


T      O      ',2      (-      X'      CI      ;=) 


:^     'w     O     O     :C' 


228  PUBLIC   LANDS.  [No.  454. 

These  lots  purport  to  have  been  sold  by  the  constitutional  ayuntaniiento  in  1813,  and  by  Governor 
Masot  in  1811.  Most  of  the  latter  lie  in  the  rear  of  Romana  street,  within  the  alteration  of  the  suburbs 
of  the  city  made  by  Intendant  Morales  in  1807  and  1808,  by  which  the  garden  lots  upon  the  British  plan 
were  converted  into  arpent  and  building-  lots. 

From  an  examination  of  the  original  proceedings  relative  to  these  sales,  we  find  a  dictamen  of 
Governor  Masot,  dated  Ueccmber  2,  1811,  reciting  that  he  had  convoked  the  junta  of  royal  hacienda,  and 
that  it  was  ordered  that  the  King's  houses  and  lots  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  and  in  the  suburb  thereof, 
be  exposed  to  sale  at  public  auction.  Also,  a  decree  of  said  governor,  dated  February  4,  1818,  stating 
that,  a  number  of  persons  who  had  purchased  at  the  public  sale  aforesaid  not  having  paid  the  amount  of 
their  purchase  money,  advertisements  be  set  up  in  the  most  public  places  notifying  them  that  unless 
they  came  forward  within  three  days  and  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  sale,  the  said  lots  would 
be  adjudged  to  others  who  petitioned  for  the  same.  Also,  a  decree  of  said  MascU,  dated  February  1, 
1818,  setting  tbrth  that  the  prolongation  allowed  by  the  foregoing  decree  of  the  4th  instant  had  elapsed, 
declaring  the  sales  made  to  those  who  had  not  complied  with  the  conditions,  nor  availed  themselves  of 
tlie  indulgence  thereby  extended,  null  and  void,  and  that  the  said  lots  be  adjudicated  to  others  who  might 
petition  for  them  at  the  jirice  at  which  they  were  originally  sold. 

In  some  cases  deeds  and  certificates  of  sale  were  given  to  the  parties  as  evidence  of  title;  in  others 
their  claims  are  founded  alone  upon  the  original  proceedings  relative  to  the  sales,  which  show  that  the 
lots  were  stricken  oft'-  to  the  claimants  at  various  prices,  or  were  afterwards  adjudicated  to  them  in 
consequence  of  the  original  vendees  failing  to  pay  the  purchase  inonej'  in  compliance  with  the  conditions 
of  the  sales.  The  certificates  were  granted  when  the  party  applied  for  them  and  paid  the  price  at  which 
the  lots  were  sold;  and  in  them  was  uniformly  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  money.  The 
original  proceedings,  in  some  instances,  show  that  the  purchase  money  was  paid  where  no  certificates 
were  issued,  which  we  have  supposed  shoidd  be  received  as  conclusive.  Where  no  such  piroof  is  exhibited 
the  presumption  must  be  that  the  payment  has  never  been  made. 

The  claims  embraced  in  tliis  class  have  been  rejected  from  various  considerations.  Some  were 
believed  to  be  antedated  or  fraudulent;  in  other  cases  the  purchase  or  adjudication  was  made  and  the 
certificates  of  sale  issued  subsequent  to  January  24,  1818.  Even  where  tlio  purchase  or  adjudication  was 
completed  prior  to,  and  the  certificates  were  given  after,  the  limitation,  we  did  not  consider  ourselves 
authorized,  under  the  acts  of  Congress,  to  give  them  confirmation. 

In  our  abstract  we  have  been  particular  in  giving  both  the  date  of  the  certificates  and  that  at  which 
the  purchase  or  adjudication  was  made.  Wo  have  also  stated  in  our  column  of  general  remarks  the  cases 
in  which  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  appears  not  to  have  been  acknowledged  in  any  of  the  docu- 
ments within  our  possession.  The  claims  rejected  from  a  belief  that  they  arc  antedated  or  fraudulent  are 
clearly  identified  in  the  same  part  of  our  abstract.  Except  the  two  last-mentioned  claims,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  the  titles  included  in  this  abstract  are  bona  fide,  and  ought  to  be  confirmed.  Under  such 
circumstances  the  claimants  have  at  least  an  equity  to  sustain  their  titles,  and  we  cannot  hesitate  to 
recommend  them  to  Congress  for  their  confirmation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
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Tlic  ;il)ovo  claiin.s  arc  in  tlmt  part  of  the  city  of  Pcnsacola  coiiimunly  called  the  plaza,  or  ])ul)lic 
sciuarc,  lying'  between  Alcanis  and  Palafox  streets  on  the  east  and  we.st,  and  New  street  on  the  north, 
according-  tn  the  Spanisli  iilaii  of  Pcnsacola,  and  between  George  and  Charlotte  streets  in  the  Uritish  plan 
of  the  same. 

The  niidersig-ned  c<inHnissi(  ners,  aware  nf  the  deep  interest  that  is  felt  by  the  individual  claimants, 
as  well  as  the  ninnieipal  authoritii.'s,  in  the  ilccisiim  which  nuist  be  given  upon  the  validity  of  these  claims, 
liave  entered  upon  their  cxaniinatinn  with  the  reluctance  and  diflidencc  which  their  importance  ami 
difficulties  have  im])osed,  and  with  the  delilierate  consideration  which  the  various  cpiestions  of  national, 
municipal,  ami  local  law  involved  in  their  decision  require,  so  far  as  Ihcy  had  access  to  any  inllirmation 
on  the  subject. 

The  town  of  Pcnsacola  was  founded  by  tlie  Spaniards  in  the  year  1090.  When  the  Spanish  and 
Frencii  goverinnents  were  contending  for  colonial  aggrandizement  in  America,  it  was  taken  by  the  French 
and  retaken  by  the  Spaniards;  but  whether  it  was  only  a  military'  post  or  a  regular  town  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  from  anj' information  within  our  reach.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  during  these  changes 
and  revolutions  no  regular  plan  of  the  town  was  formed  until  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  British 
government  by  the  treaty  of  1103;  and  whether  there  was  an  act  of  incorporation  or  not  made  under  the 
clirections  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  or  the  local  authorities,  is  a  question  of  equal  uncertainty. 
From  the  records  in  our  possession  it  is  evident  that  there  was  a  regular  plan  made  under  the  British 
government,  with  a  large  public  square  and  other  reserves,  and  all  the  town  and  garden  lots  granted  to 
individuals  according  to  that  plan;  and  during  the  period  that  the  Britisli  government  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion and  sovereignty  over  tliese  provinces  tliere  was  no  grant  to  any  part  of  the  public  square,  and  no 
buildings  erected  thereon,  except  those  for  ])ublic  and  common  purposes. 

The  most  important  question  involved  in  the  consideration  of  the  subject  is,  in  what  light  was  the 
public  square  viewed  by  the  British  government,  and  what  right  did  Spain  acquire  under  the  conquest  in 
1181,  and  the  subsequent  treaty  of  cession  in  1183?  It  is  evident  from  the  British  plan  of  Pcnsacola 
and  the  records  that  the  above-mentioned  portion  of  the  town  was  yet  a  part  of  a  common  to  the  town, 
which  could  not  be  intruded  upon  or  reduced  to  private  property  without  manifest  injury  to  the  individual 
grantees  and  purchasers  contiguous  thereto.  It  is  believed  that  under  the  common  law  of  England  a 
public  square  in  a  town  and  citj'  could  not  be  granted  by  the  sovereign  amy  more  than  a  street  or  highway; 
and  it  has  been  settled  by  repeated  adjudications,  both  in  that  country  and  in  the  United  States,  that  any 
power  or  privilege  contained  in  an  act  of  incorporation  cannot  be  repealed  by  a  subsequent  act  of 
Parliament  or  legislature  without  the  insertion  of  a  special  clause  conferring  that  authority.  That  there 
was  a  charter  or  act  of  the  local  legislature  for  the  establishment  of  the  town  there  can  lie  no  doubt,  and 
laid  out  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the  province  in  conformity  thereto.  That  the  British  authorities 
considered  that  no  part  of  the  square  thus  laid  off  in  the  g'cneral  plan  could  be  granted  is  conclusively 
demonstrated  by  the  circumstance  that  during  the  twenty  years  they  occupied  the  place  no  portion  of 
it  was  approjiriated  to  individual  uses.  Whether  there  was  an  act  of  incorporation  in  addition  to  the  one 
establishing  the  town  would  not  materially  affect  the  main  cpiestion  above  stated,  or  lessen  the  force  of 
the  vested  rights  of  the  contigunu.s  g-rantees  and  purchasers,  a.s  well  as  the  community,  in  their  privilege 
of  ingress  and  egress  upon  that  part  of  the  town  aiipropriated  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole,  and 
acquiesced  in  by  an  uninterrupted  continuitj'  of  possession  for  twenty  years. 

Property,  as  defined  Viy  writers  on  general  and  national  law,  is  either  public,  common,  or  private; 
and  althougli  the  sovereign  can  appropriate  private  property  for  public  uses  by  making  a  fair  compensation 
to  the  individual  owner,  it  arises  from  the  principle  recognized  Ijy  all  governments,  that  individual  rights 
must  bend  to  the  pressing  exigency  of  a  whole  conununity;  but  when  a  resort  of  that  kind  is  made,  it  is 
not  by  arbitrary  compulsion,  but  by  giving  an  ample  indemnity  and  equivalent  for  the  projicrty  tlius 
appropriated,  and  in  such  cases  all  that  the  sovereign  does  is  to  compel  a  relinquishment  of  his  possessions 
for  a  fair  price.  It  is  said  by  Blackstone  and  De  Lolme,  on  the  British  constitution,  that  none  but  the 
.sovereign  or  legislature  can  exercise  this  power.  The  right  which  a  community  enjoy  in  a  public  highway 
or  public  square  is  as  perfect  as  any  right  of  private  property  secured  by  law.  It  follows,  necessarily, 
that  where  a  right  of  common  is  established  it  cainiot  be  taken  away  without  the  consent  of  the  owners, 
or  without  indemnification  for  the  injuries  they  sustain.  They  can,  at  any  time,  voluntarilj'  surrender  their 
privileges  and  rights  in  favor  of  the  sovereign,  and  their  alienation  would  make  it  public  property  and 
subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  sovereign  authorities  wherever  they  may  be  lodged.  That  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  the  contiguous  grantees  had  a  common  interest  and  right  in  the  public  square  of  the 
town  there  can  be  but  little  doubt,  and  this  right  they  cannot  be  deprived  of  without  their  free  consent 
or  a  fair  equivalent.  Upon  the  principle  above  stated,  an  alteration  of  the  square  between  a  front  proprietor 
and  the  bay  would  materially  injure  the  price  of  his  projierty,  obstruct  a  free  circulation  of  air,  and  destroy 
his  prospect — privileges  for  which  he  may  have  paid  much  more  than  he  would  have  done  had  he  anticipated 
the  alteration — and  render  his  position  less  valuable  for  business.  Any  alteration  of  that  kind  without  his 
consent  would  bo  a  serious  injury  to  his  right  of  property  without  remuneration,  and  upon  the  principle 
above  stated  could  not  legally  be  done. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  what  change  did  the  conquest  of  this  province,  in  the  year  1181,  make  in  the 
existing  rights  of  individuals?  It  is  believed  to  be  a  well-established  princii)le  of  the  laws  of  nations 
that  a  sovereign  can  alienate  any  portion  of  his  domain  without  a  provision  in  favor  of  individual  rights, 
by  making  compensation,  which  grows  out  of  the  paramount  right,  denominated  the  right  of  eminent 
domain.  Of  the  propriety  of  this  principle  it  is  needless  here  to  enter  into  any  discussion.  The  conqueror 
would  enforce  the  jjosition  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  conquered  must  submit.  This  place  having 
been  captured  by  the  Count  de  Galvcz,  such  conditions  might  have  been  imposed  on  the  inhabitants;  but 
in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  and  subsequently  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  a  provisional  reservation  of  the 
rights  of  British  grantees  was  made.  These  were  permitted  to  sell  within  a  limited  period.  The  purchasers 
from  the  conquered  inhabitants,  in  whose  favor  such  indulgence  had  been  given  by  treaty,  succeeded  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  they  enjoyed,  and  among  others  the  right  of  common.  Tlie  plan  of  the 
town  remained  unaltered  for  twenty  years  under  the  Spanish  government,  during  wdiich  period  her  own 
subjects  acijuired  rights,  contiguous  to  the  square,  of  the  same  character  as  those  which  existed  in  the 
British  grantees,  and  no  alteration  was  thought  of  until  the  mines  of  Mexico  ceased  to  pour  their  floods 
of  gold  into  the  coffers  of  the  provincial  government,  when  the  hungry  rulers  began  to  devise  w-ays  and 
means,  at  any  sacrifice,  to  fill  tlieir  exhausted  and  decayed  treasury.  They  soon  forgot  the  res  communes, 
and  the  distincti(jn  de  dlvirionc  rcruni  during  this  period.  However,  permits  were  granted  in  one  or  two 
instances  to  erect  temporary  improvements,  by  officers  of  the  garrison,  to  those  who  wished  to  supply  the 
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g-arrisoii  or  town  with  niarkctinp-,  &c.,  which  is  a  coirmiou  practice  uiiilvr  the  S])aiii.sli  govornment  i»  the 
vicinity  of  forts,  where  tlicy  are  forbidden  by  law  to  g-rant  titles  of  property.  These  permits  are  presumed 
to  have  been  of  that  character,  with  special  clauses  to  that  effect,  and  conferring  usufructuary  rights  onlj'. 

Tiic  first  alteration  of  the  square  was  projected  by  Governor  Folch  y  Juan  iu  1S02,  and  the  most  "of 
tlie  lots  granted  in  the  .year  1804  and  1805.  The  alteration  was  of  that  part  most  remote  from  the  l)ay 
and  Iving  between  the  streets  east  and  west  before  mentioned,  and  between  Intendencia  and  New  streets, 
a  continuation  of  Government  street  on  the  north  and  south,  and  contained  llniii/-three  lots.  Folch,  at  the 
same  time,  contemplated  a  removal  of  the  town  of  Barrancas.  In  1800,  when  tlie  intendant  and  superin- 
tendent general.  Morales,  arrived  here,  he  disapproved  of  the  project,  and  refused  to  confirm  the  titles  giv(;n 
by  Folch,  as  also  to  concede  the  ungranted  lots,  (vide  title  of  Caso  y  Lnengo,)  but  decreed  that  the 
grantees  should  remain  in  possession  until  the  decision  of  his  Majesty  should  be  known.  Whether  it  ever 
received  the  royal  sanction  we  are  unal>le  to  determine;  but  several  years  afterwards  Morales  granted 
some  of  those  lots.  The  arguments  above  stated  would  equally  apply  to  this  alteration,  but  it  was  the 
duty  of  those  interested,  whose  rights  and  privileges  were  invaded  liy  this  proceeding,  to  have  prosecuted 
their  rights  under  the  Spaiush  government  by  petition  or  suit.  Their  failure  to  do  so  is  an  aci[uiescence 
and  presumed  consent  of  the  community  and  nninicipal  authorities,  which,  combined  with  the  ratification 
of  the  intendant,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  granting  the  lots,  the  long  possession  of  the  claimants,  their 
undisturbed  possession  for  twenty  3"ears,  place  those  claims  in  a  difl'erent  point  of  view  from  the  sales  of 
the  cabildo.  The  commissioners  will  do  what  the  authorities  of  Spain  could  legitimately  perform;  and 
as  these  lots  have  been  inqiroved  and  occupied  for  that  length  of  time  with  the  consent  of  the  oflScers  of 
the  government,  the  local  authorities,  and  the  contiguous  grantees,  although  there  might  have  been  an 
original  defect  of  power,  they  will  give  confirmation  to  them.  The  laws  of  all  well-regulated  societies 
make  a  distinction  between  long-established  and  jirescriptive  rights  and  those  undetermined  and  in  fieri. 
Even  usages  which  arc  sanctifieil  by  immeniorial  practice  assume  the  character  of  law.  The  recent  plan 
under  the  constitutional  government,  however,  has  none  of  tliose  sanctions;  it  is  res  Integra;  the  Spanish 
authorities  have  never  approved  it;  and  the  United  States  are  now  required  to  do  what  Spain  would  have 
done  had  not  the  sovereignty  been  transferred.  What  Spain  would  have  done  can  only  be  ascertained  by 
her  laws  and  ordinances;  for  we  must  presume  that  those  only  arc  the  rules  by  which  every  govenmient 
is  regulated. 

The  water  fountains,  tlie  places  where  fairs  and  marl-ets  are  held,  where  the  city  councils  meet,  the 
sandy  places  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  belong  separatdij  to  the  commons  of  cities  and  towns,  because  they  have 
been  appropriated  and  granted  for  the  common  use  of  each  city,  town,  castle  or  other  place. — (Partidas, 
tit.  28,  1.  9.)  The  same  work,  tit.  5, 1.  15,  upon  the  subject  of  sale  and  purchase,  declares  that  "public' 
squares,  roads,  threshing  grounds,  rivers,  and  other  waters  which  belong  to  the  King,  or  the  com7nons  of 
any  citij,  cannot  he  sold  or  alienated."  Title  32,  law  23,  provides  that  "no  one  ought  to  erect  a  house  or  other 
building  or  works  on  the  jmblic  2)la''es,  or  threshing  grounds  or  roads,  wliich  are  common  to  cities,  towns, 
or  other  places;  for,  as  they  are  left  open  for  the  sake  of  regularity  and  the  common  good  of  all  who 
come  there,  no  one  ought  to  lake  2x>ssession  of  tfiem  to  labor  there  for  his  own  particular  benefit.  And  if  any 
one  contravenes  tliis  law,  that  whicli  he  builds  there  ought  to  be  pulled  down  and  destroyed;  and  if  the 
corporation  of  the  place  where  the  works  are  constructed  choose  to  retain  them  for  their  own  use,  and  not 
pull  them  down,  they  may  do  so;  and  they  may  make  use  of  the  revenue  derived  therefrom  in  the  same 
manner  as  of  any  other  revenue  they  possess." 

According  to  Vattel,  b.  1,  c.  20,  s.  245-6,  the  eminent  domain  confers  on  tlie  sovereign  fiarely  the 
power  to  regulate  the  manner  in  ivhich  common  propjertg  is  to  be  used,  lie  cannot  alienate  or  take  away  the 
right  of  those  who  have  a  share  in  that  property,  but  the  care  he  ought  to  take,  as  the  trustee  and  guardian 
of  the  public  repose,  invests  him  with  the  power  to  prescribe  laws  regulating  the  manner  in  whicli  ro»!H!Oft 
things  are  to  be  enjoyed.  The  exercise  of  a  difl'erent  power  would  place  this  species  of  property  upon 
the  ground  occupied  by  that  of  a  public  nature,  and  destroy  every  feature  which  would  indicate  its  being 
held  and  enjoyed  iu  common.  The  idea  inseparably  connected  with  this  descrijjtion  of  property  is,  that  it 
shall  not  be  reduced  to  severalty,  unless  with  the  consent  of  all  interested.  All  have  a  right  to  a  free  use 
and  servitude  in  it.  The  sovereign  cannot  alone  alienate  it,  but  is  bound,  as  the  protector  of  his  sul  ject's 
rights,  to  prevent  any  one,  either  by  alienation  or  otherwise,  from  usurping  more  of  the  common  use  and 
servitude  than  that  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled;  or  disturbing  any  other  in  the  use  of  it,  or  rendering 
it  less  fit  for  public  purposes.  lie  is  obliged  to  see  that  this  common  use  is  in  no  way  injured  or  impaired 
by  excluding  any  one,  or  making  a  distinction  to  his  disadvantage,  by  assigning  some  less,  and  others 
more,  than  they  could  rightfully  claim. 

This  incontestably  proves  that  the  civil  law  of  Spain  was  as  explicit  on  the  subject  as  that  of  tlie 
common  law  of  England.  The  reference  made  to  the  work  entitled  "  Kecopilacion  de  las  Leyes  de  las 
Indies,"  in  the  proceedings  instituted  to  obtain  a  ratification  of  the  alteration  of  the  square  by  the  consti- 
tutional ayuntamiento,  has  been  examined  with  great  care,  and  by  iw  means  will  bear  the  construction 
endeavored  to  be  given  it.  This  appears  also  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  commandant  of  engineers. 
It  does  not  confer  any  authority  to  alter  a  square  already  made,  but  directs  tlie  manner  in  \v-liich  sijuares 
shall  be  laid  off,  referring,  of  course,  to  the  future. 

We  have  already  remarked  that  the  squa/es  of  cities,  wliich  are  considered  in  the  light  of  common 
property,  can  only  be  altered  by  the  concurrence  of  all  the  jiarties  concerned.  The  citizens  or  corporation 
must  legality  consent,  as  well  as  the  sovereign,  who  stands  in  the  attitude  of  a  trustee.  In  the  case  now 
before  us,  tlie  citizens  present  themselves  in  opposition  to  the  measure,  and  we  have  no  evidence  that  his 
Catholic  Majesty  ever  acceded  to  it,  which  seems  to  have  been  indispensable  from  the  proceedings  insti- 
tuted to  eflect  its  ratification.  Anastacio  de  Araiigo,  commander  of  engineers,  reports  that  the  case  is 
"full  of  obstacles,"  and  should  be  submitted  to  the  supreme  government.  lie  also  intimates,  if  we  under- 
stand him,  that  the  powers  of  the  cabildo,  both  under  the  constitution  and  decrees  of  the  King,  relate  to 
the  sale  of  lands  only.  On  April  13,  1814,  speaking  of  the  new  plan  of  the  cabildo,  he  says:  "I  never 
believed  it  could  be  possible  tlicj-  could  interfere  with  the  roj-al  buildings,  as  such  decisions  have  no 
connexion  with  those  which  ought  to  belong  to  the  constitutional  ayuntamiento."  The  survej'or  general 
and  minister  of  finance  of  West  Florida  approve  of  the  alteration,  to  whom  no  difficulty  was  presented. 
However,  the  King's  attorney  at  Havana,  to  whom  no  reference  appears  to  have  been  regularly'  made  by 
the  intendant,  reports  inconveniences  in  the  case,  and  suggests  that  it  should  be  reported  to  his  Majesty. 
Under  the  constitution,  it  should  have  been  forwarded  to  the  provincial  deputation,  to  be  approved  by 
the  Cortes;  but  whether  this  was  ever  done  or  not,  or  what  was  the  result,  we  have  been  unable  to  learn. 
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Upon  a  careful  oxamination  of  these  proceedings,  it  seems  that,  in  addition  to  the  difficulty  growing- 
out  of  tjjc  s(|uare  being  common  property,  it  was  considered  as  a  miUtary  square,  with  which  the  cabildo 
could  not  interfere,  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the  commandant  of  engineers.  The  director  of  engineers, 
in  his  connnnnication  to  Apodaca,  captain  general  of  Cuba,  after  protesting  against  varying  the  position 
of  the  military  buildings  by  the  new  plan  of  the  cabildo,  says:  "As  little  could  they  sell  or  dispose  of 
cither  the  whidc  or  a  part  of  the  King's  lots  without  his  sovereign  consent;  so  that  I  conceive  the  whole 
ought  to  revert  to  the  same  situation  in  which  it  was  before  any  such  innovation  took  place."  In  this 
opinion  Apodaca  concurs,  unless  it  shovdd  lie  attended  with  prejudicial 'consequences,  in  which  event  he 
would  represent  the  case  to  his  ilajesty.  Jose  de  Soto,  governor  of  West  Florida,  after  an  examination 
of  the  whole  proceedings,  had  previously  decreetl  that  "  there  was  no  authority  by  wiiich  tiie  plan  of  the 
town  could  be  altered  so  as  even  to  intertcre  with  the  military  buildings,"  and  prohibited  all  improvements 
upon  the  lots  sold  upon  the  new  plan  until  the  decision  of  his  Majesty  should  be  known. 

From  a  view  of  the  whole  case,  the  undersigned  commissioners  cannot  believe  that  the  alteration 
of  the  public  square  by  the  cabildo,  or  the  gratuitous  concessions,  were  authorized  by  law,  but  witli  due 
deference  submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  Congress.  If  we  have  been  riglit  in  considering  it  as  common 
property,  and  were  to  confirm  the  claims  to  the  lots,  it  would  amount  to  nothing  more  than  giving  the 
assent  of  the  government  to  the  new  plan  as  the  trustee  of  the  citizens  of  Pensacola.  The  claim  of  the 
citizens  would  still  be  open  to  investigation  before  the  judicial  tribunals.  Should  it  be  viewed  in  the 
light  of  a  militanj  square,  it  is  submitted  how  far  it  becomes  2}V-ljlic  property,  to  the  alteration  of  which 
the  commandant  of  engineers,  to  whom  it  was  properly  referred,  never  consented;  on  the  contrary,  he 
reported  against  it  as  illegal,  and  a  matter  with  which  the  ayuntamiento  had  no  concern,  being  without 
the  pale  of  the  powers  with  which  they  were  vested.  This  is  admitted  to  be  a  hard  case  upon  most  of 
the  claimants.  The  original  vendees,  it  appears,  paid  a  valuable  consideration  for  the  lots,  and  some  of 
them  have  since  passed  into  the  hands  of  innocent  purchasers.  In  equity  and  justice  they  are  either 
entitled  to  the  lots,  or  the  money  with  which  they  were  purchased;  but  how  they  are  to  obtain  redress 
Congress  must  determine. 

The  alteration  of  division  twenty-four,  which  was  reserved  in  the  original  plan  for  puldic  Ijuildings, 
and  "to  which  the  proceedings  in  part  relate,  appears  to  us  to  stand  upon  different  grounds  from  that  of 
the  square  of  the  city.  The  first  was  reserved  for  special  jiurposes  of  a  public  nature;  it  was  jnildic 
property,  and  as  such  was  suly'cct  to  the  disposal  of  the  lawful  authorities  of  West  Florida.  We  have 
therefore  given  them  confirmation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  sulimitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  K.  OVEUTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


TOE  ACT  OF  THE  CABILDO,  YEAK  1816. 

Judicial  proceeding,  followed  up  by  sundry  inhabitants  of  this  town,  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  lots  which  they  purchased  at  public  sale,  to  which  the  collateral  (incidental)  claim  for  the  piece  of 
land  appropriated  for  the  church  was  annexed  by  order,  as  brought  forward  by  the  reverend  vicar  general 
and  ecclesiastical  judge. 

A  statement  of  the  individuals  who  purchased  the  under-mentioned  lots,  ivhich  were  sold  at  puhlio  judicicd  sale 
by  order  of  the  sujxriointy  of  this  town  in  the  months  of  December,  1813,  and  January,  1814. 

Lot  No.  351,  adjudged  to  Don  Joaquin  Barcla,  for $350  00 

Lot  No.  358,  adjudged  to  Don  Lorenzo  Bru,  for 340  00 

Lot  No.  359,  adjudged  to  Don  Manual  Gonzales,  for 312  00 

Lot  No.  3G0,  adjudged  to  Don  Joseph  Goumarin,  for 145  00 

Lot  No.  3()1,  adjudged  to  Ma.  Cha.  Grandpre,  for 121  00 

Lot  No.  365,  adjudged  to  Don  Joaquin  Barela,  for 50  00 

Lot  No.  366,  adjudged  to  Charles  Sierra,  (colored  man,)  for 33  00 

Lot  No.  367,  adjudged  to  Don  Eugenio  A.  Sierra,  for 150  00 

Lot  No.  368,  adjudged  to  Don  Antonio  Collins,  for 55  00 

Lot  No.  360,  adjudged  to  Don  Antonio  Montera,  for Tl  00 

Lot  No.      1,  adjudged  to  Don  15.  Bacquet,  for 232  00 

Lot  No.      8,  adjudged  to  Don  B.  Bacquet,  for 231  00 

Lot  No.      0,  adjudged  to  Don  Joseph  Viola,  for 200  00 

Lot  No.    10,  adjudged  to  Don  John  B.  Alleck,  for 252  00 

Lot  No.    12,  adjudged  to  Don  Fran.  Barrios,  for 212  00 

Lot  No.    17,  adjudged  to  Don  Domingo,  for 137  50 

Lot  No.    19,  adjudged  to  Don  Antonio  Montero,  for '. 164  00 

Lot  No.    20,  adjudged  to  Don  Ignacio  Presas,  for 200  00 

Lot  No.    — ,  adjudged  to  CharlesL  Sierra,  (colored  man,)  beingpart  of  lotNo.  246,  valued  at. . . .  35  00 

Lot  No.      3,  adjudged  to  Don  Elias  Papin,  for 124  00 

Lot  No.      4,  adjudged  to  Don  Charles  Lavalle,  for 205  00 

Lot  No.      5,  adjudged  to  Mr.  Thomas  Boils,  for 165  00 

Lot  No.      6,  adjudged  to  Mr.  John  Bruison,  for 177  00 

3,980  00 


Pensacola,  Seiitember  4,  1815.     Signed  on  the  part  of  all  concerned,  by  F'rancisco  Barrios,  Carlos 
Lavalle. 
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PETITION  FIRST. 

T(i  liis  lionm-  llir  GovERXOR  and  Sub-deleg.vtf: : 

The  uiick'r.signod,  inhabitants  of  tliis  iilai'c,  with  clcconuu  and  tlic  rcsiicct  due  to  ynur  Ijnnur,  iircscnt 
thcm.sidvcs  and  state  tluit  tlic  ayuntaniiento,  hcrotofurc  of  tins  place,  did,  at  tlio  i-CMjuest  of  the  g'ovei-nor, 
C'olniiel  Don  Jlattliew  Gonzales  Manrique,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  deputy  minister  intendant  of  linance, 
Don  Antonio  Cabanis,  and  of  the  conmumder  of  eni;-ineers,  Don  Anastaeio  de  Ai-an.<;-o,  liy  Iheir  aels  :nid 
council,  ordain  the  sale,  in  a  jjuhlic  judicial  maimer,  of  the  additional  lots  occasioiieil  liy  the  re,n'ulali(in  of 
tlie  two  sipuires  of  Ferdinand  the  Seventh  and  of  Seville,  in  the  intermediate  si)ace;  and  also  the  division 
destined  for  a  church,  situate  between  the  house  of  Don  Francisco  Gonzales  de  Jente,  Kinj^-'s  storekeeiier, 
and  that  of  the  widow  Francisco  Albert  y  Itanios.  The  objectof  said  sale  was  to  procure  with  the  jiroc-eeds 
thereof  tlie  indispensalilc  necessaries  of  subsistence  for  tlie  u,-arrison  and  those  attached  to  it,  then  under 
the  most  ury-ent  circumstances  of  misery,  in  which  they  were  placed  by  a  failure  of  their  supplies  of  ju-o- 
visions,  and  their  want  of  means  to  procure  relief.  The  esponi'uts,  in  consequence  thereof,  purchased  tlu^ 
lots  numbered  as  in  the  adjoining  statement  for  the  jirices  detailed  therein,  four  of  which  only  are  occupied 
by  their  owners,  which  arc  those  of  Don  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra,  Don  Francisco  (ionzales  dc  Jente,  and 
Don  Lorenzo  15rn,  in  the  church  division,  and  Don  Joseph  Viola  on  lot  No.  9,  in  the  space  Ijetwcen  the  two 
squares,  wdicrc  he  has  built  a  house  of  becoming  appearance.  But  yom-  honor  having  been  informed  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  Don  Carlos  Lavalle  likewise  to  enclose  and  build  upon  the  lot  which  he  bought  near 
the  government  house,  has  ind  a  stop  to  U  because  the  approbation  of  his  ilajesty  respecting  the  sale  has 
not  been  received,  notwithstanding  those  who  make  this  representation  paid  the  prices  for  which  the  lots 
were  sold,  and  were  put  into  the  possession  of  them  by  the  members  of  the  council  commissioned  for  the 
sale,  and  who  executed  the  corresponding  Avritings  in  the  public  archives.  It  becomes,  therefore,  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  thej-  are  or  are  not  legitimate  owners,  and  wdiether  they  can  or  cannot  dispose  of  what  they 
believe  they  have  acquired  a  just  title  to  at  public  sale,  with  the  sound  of  drum  and  voice  of  the  crier,  because, 
by  anj'  other  mode,  they  ought  to  believe  they  have  been  defrauded  by  the  authorities  acting  in  the  said 
sale.  They  therefore  entreat  your  honor  will  have  the  goodness  to  deternune,  by  decree,  if  they  ought  to 
consider  themselves  owners  of  the  said  lots,  and  if  they  really  are  not,  so  that  the  money  -which  they  have 
paid  for  them  may  be  returned  to  them,  that  by  this  means  may  be  prevented  their  incurring  a  greater 
injur}' which  might  probably  occur  to  them;  the  which  act  will  be  to  ]uit  your  petitioners  a  favor  and 
courtesy.     Pensacola,  September  4,  1815. 

Furthermore,  as  this  alfair  may  require  oilier  judicial  counnunications,  such  as  y(.iur  lumor  may  choose 
to  dictate,  a  particular  notification  of  which  ti->  each  individual  interested  would  occasion  embarrass- 
ment, your  petitioners  ask  and  entreat  your  honor  will  ideaso  to  order  it  to  be  xmderstood  that  such 
proceedings  will  be  treated  of  with  Don  Carlos  Lavalle  and  Don  Francisco  Barrios,  on  whom,  from  tliis 
time  forward,  we  confer  ample  pi)\ver  to  represent  us,  and  to  do  for  all  of  us  whatever  may  be  consistent 
with  om-  rights.  "We  ask  as  before  written.  (Signed)  Juan  Alleck,  Carlos  Lavalle,  Joaquin  Barela, 
Antonio  Calcires,  Manuel  CJonzales,  Widow  Montero,  Lorenzo  Bru,  Eugenio  Antonio  Sierra,  Frk.  Gi.iumarin, 
Winters  Bruisou,  Francisco  Barrios,  for  his  mother,  Luis  Guyarre,  Iguacio  Presas,  Carlos  Sierra. 

Decree. — Pensacola,  September  5,  1815.  Taking  into  consideration  that  there  is  no  authority  by  lehieh 
the  plan  of  the  town  could  be  altered  so  as  even  to  interfere  ivith  the  military  buildings,  the  declaratory  decree 
which  the  parties  solicit  cannot  be  issued.  It  Avill  be  understood  that  no  innovation  is  to  be  permitted 
until  after  the  decision  of  his  Majest}',  to  whom  I  am  going  to  refer  the  alliiir  by  the  first  opportunity. 
(Signed)  Soto  Hernandez;  (countersigned)  Sousa,  Cevallos. 

Notification. — In  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  we  made  it  known  to  Don  Carlos  Lavalle  and  Don 
Francisco  Barrios.     We  certify  the  same.     (Signed)  Sousa,  Cevallos. 

Petition. — We,  Don  Carlos  Lavalle  and  Don  Francisco  Barrios,  inhabitants  of  this  place,  for  ourselves, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  individuals  who  purchased  several  public  lots  in  the  years  181.3  and  1811,  and  who 
have  authorized  us  to  this  effect  before  your  honor,  as  may  be  most  conformable  to  law,  and  with  reserva- 
tion of  whatever  plea  may  avail  us,  present  ourselves  and  say  that,  in  the  month  of  September  of  last  year, 
(1815,)  we  ju'esentcd  a  petition  in  common  to  the  intendant  (commander)  ad  interim,  predecessor  of  your 
honor,  Colonel  Jose  de  Soto,  in  which  we  explained  all  the  circumstances  which  preceded  and  occasioned  the 
sale  and  adjudication  at  auction  of  the  twenty-two  complete  lots,  and  part  of  another,  wdiich  we  purchased 
for  the  sum  of  thi-ee  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  four  bits,  as  also  the  subsequent 
circumstances  resulting  from  our  having  delivered  the  money  to  the  person  authorized  to  receive  it;  in 
virtue  of  all  which  we  consider  ourselves  lawful  possessors  of  said  lots.  We  stated  also  what  had  occurred 
with  Don  Carlos  Lavalle  at  the  time  lie  wished  to  build  on  the  one  he  purchased  near  the  government 
house,  and  we  concluded  our  petition  by  requesting  that  the  commander  would  please  to  declare  if  wc 
might  consider  ourselves  owners  of  the  said  lots,  adding  that,  in  case  we  were  not  so,  the  money  we  had 
disbursed  ought  to  be  repaid  us,  together  with  an  allowance  for  the  detriment  occasioned  us. 

The  result  of  this  petition  was  that  Don  Jose  de  Soto  decreed  on  the  day  following,  with  the  advice 
of  Don  Carlos  Hernandez  Barrutia,  auditor  of  government  and  assessor  of  this  intendancy,  that,  "taking 
into  consideration  that  there  was  no  authority  by  which  the  plan  of  the  town  could  be  altered  so  as  even 
to  interfere  with  the  military  buildings,  the  declaratory  decree  which  was  solicited  could  not  be  issued, 
and  that  no  innovation  would  be  allowed  until  alter  the  decision  of  his  ilajesty,  to  wlioni  lie  was  going  to 
report  the  afl'air  by  the  first  opportunity." 

Sufficient  time  has  already  elapsed,  if  Don  Jose  de  Soto  realized  that  part  which  he  exposed  in  his 
decree,  for  the  answer  to  have  reached  this  place;  and  as  Ave  are  interested  in  knowing  what  is  the  deter- 
mination of  his  Majesty,  or  of  whatever  other  subordinate  authority  the  said  gentleman  might  address 
himself,  so  that  at  sight  of  what  it  might  be,  if  our  rights  should  lie  infringed  upon  thereliy,  we  may  ]iress 
our  claims,  so  much  the  more  just,  as  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  we  will  be  deiirived  of  what  was 
s<dd  to  us  by  the  authorities  of  the  country  with  the  sound  of  a  drum  and  of  a  crier. 

We  therefore  entreat  your  honor  will  decree  that  a  certified  copy  be  jait  in  continuutiim  herewith, 
of  the  answer  that  may  have  been  addressed  to  Don  Jose  de  Soto,  and,  being  done,  that  the  same  lie 
delivered  to  us,  so  that  we  may  proceed  consistently  with  justice,  which  we  ask.  We  swear  we  proceed 
not  from  malice,  but  necessity,  &c.  (Signed)  Francisco  Barrios,  Carlos  Lavalle.  Pensacola,  August 
6,  181 G. 

Decree. — Put  them  an  official  certificate  of  the  answer  they  solicit,  and,  being  done,  deliver  it  to  them 
as  they  ask.     (Signed)  Zuniga;  (countersigned)  Domingo  Sousa,  Jose  Cevallos. 
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Notificalion. — On  the  same  day  we  communicated  to  Don  Carlos  Keggio,  secretary  of  this  government, 
and  we  also  delivered  him  the  judicial  proceeding  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned.  (Signed)  D.  Sousa, 
Jose  Cevallos. 

C'ojjij. — In  an  ofiRcial  note  of  the  sixteenth  of  the  preceding  month  the  director  of  engineers  of  this 
place  has  written  me  as  follows:  "May  it  please  your  excellency:  The  late  cahildo  of  Pensacola  could  not 
nor  ought  to  vary  the  position  of  (he  military  buildings  cf  that  ])lace  ivithoutthe  sovereign  approbation,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  conclusion  of  the  article  9,  title  1,  regulation  3,  of  the  ordinance  of  the  royal  corps  of  engineers, 
and  much  less  uiihoul  the  direction  of  the  said  corps,  to  whom,  by  the  first  article  of  the  same  title  and  regulation, 
it  exclusively  appertains.  As  little  could  they  sell  or  dispose  of  either  the  whole  or  part  of  the  King's  lots 
without  his  sovereign  consent;  so  that  I  conceive  the  whole  ought  to  revert  to  the  same  situation  in 
which  it  was  before  any  such  innovation  took  place,  and  for  which  it  appears  to  me  your  excellency  is 
invested  with  the  power,  according  to  the  aforesaid  article  9,  or  otherwise  to  give  information  thereof  to 
his  Majesty  for  liis  sovereign  decision,  continuing,  in  the  meantime,  the  pjrohibition  to  use  the  said  lots  and  vary 
the  buildings.  This  in  submission  to  the  superior  judgment  of  your  excellency,  to  whom  I  return  the  docu- 
ments. My  own  opinion  being  conformable,  I  transmit  you  a  copy  thereof,  in  answer  to  your  official  note 
relative  to  the  all'air  No.  510,  to  the  end  tliat  you  may  carry  into  effect  what  relates  to  the  llrst  point,  unless 
the  execution  should  be  attended  by  injurious  circumstances;  in  which  case  your  honor  will  instruct  me 
thereof,  that  I  may  state  the  same  to  his  Majesty.  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years.  Havana,  January 
20,  1816.     (Signed)  Apodaca."     (Addressed  to  his  lionor  the  commander  of  West  Florida,  ad  interim.) 

Certificate. — The  foreg'oiug'  is  a  cojiy  of  the  original  official  document  which  exists  among  tiie  papers 
of  this  office  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer.     Pensacola,  August  6,  1816.     (Signed)  Carlos  Eeggio. 

Petition. — We,  Don  Carlos  Lavalle  and  Don  Francisco  Barrios,  having  filed  petitions  for  tlie  purpose 
of  obtaining  for  ourselves,  and  for  the  inhabitants  whom  we  represent,  possession  of  the  lots  of  the  crown 
which  were  sold  to  us  at  public  judicial  sale  under  all  the  formalities  which  were  prescribed  by  the  rules 
of  the  time  in  which  the  sale  was  effected,  or,  in  case  possession  could  not  be  given  us,  that  the  sums  we 
have  paid  might  be  reimbursed  us,  together  with  an  indemnification  for  the  detriment  we  have  sustained 
from  a  deprivation  of  our  money — we  say  that,  in  consequence  of  the  request  contained  in  our  last 
writing,  your  honor  was  pleased  to  decree,  on  6th  instant,  "that  a  certified  copy  should  be  put  in  contin- 
uation by  your  honor's  secretary  of  the  answer  of  wliicli  we  treated,  and,  being  done,  it  .should  be  delivered 
to  us."  Tliis  has  been  done,  and  we  have  found  that  his  excellency  the  captain  g'encral,  to  whom  the 
commander,  the  predecessor  of  your  honor,  stated  the  case  in  an  official  note,  No.  510,  on  the  ground  of  a 
communication  i'rom  the  director  of  engineers  of  Havana,  dated  December  16tii  of  the  last  j'ear,  advised 
the  government  of  this  jirovincc  with  date  of  January  20th  of  the  present  year,  to  let  tiie  afi'air  remain  as 
it  was,imless  attended  by  prejudicial  circumstances,  in  which  case  this  government  ought  to  instruct  him 
thereof,  that  he  might  report  the  same  to  his  Majesty. 

At  sight  of  this  decree  we  are  obliged  to  conclude  that  Don  Jose  de  Soto  omitted  in  his  official  paper 
No.  510  what  he  ought  to  have  stated,  and  that  he  expressed  what  he  was  not  authorized  to  say. 

In  eflect,  if,  in  liis  report,  he  had  stated  that  the  sale  of  the  said  lots  was  determined  upon  by  the 
cabildo  of  that  time,  incited  to  it  by  his  honor  the  military  governor  of  this  province  and  president  of  the 
said  cabildo;  that  the  fundamental  motive  for  this  was  the  low  state  to  which  the  royal  coffers  of  this 
place  were  reduced  and  the  necessity  of  some  food  for  the  garrison,  then  perishing  for  want;  that  the  com- 
niander  of  engineers,  Don  Anastacio  de  Arango,  not  only  made  verbal  insinuations  to  the  governor,  Don 
Matthew  Manrique,  that  he  ought  to  avail  himself,  as  much  as  possible,  of  his  discretionary  powers  to  sell 
the  lots  and  lands  of  the  royal  domain,  but  also,  as  we  have  heard,  he  executed  the  same  in  writing;  that 
in  the  new  form  given  to  the  plan  of  the  town,  and  which  was  drawn  by  the  surveyor  general  with  strict 
adherence  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  these  provinces,  the  position  of  the  military  buildings 
was  in  nowi.sc  varied;  that  the  sale  was  published  by  large  bills,  and  was  effected  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  country,  at  the  sound  of  the  drum,  for  which  reason  the  commander  of  engineers  could  not  be  igno- 
rant of  it,  and  if  he  could  have  had  anything  to  object  to  or  to  reclaim  he  would  not  have  kept  silence; 
that  the  disbursement  was  made,  on  our  part,  of  the  real  and  effiictive  sums  for  which  the  lots  were 
respectively  adjudged  to  us  as  tlie  best  bidders,  the  possession  of  which  wo  were  despoiled  of  by  this 
same  Don  Jose  de  Soto;  and,  finally,  that  with  the  amount  which  we  paid  for  the  same  the  garrison  was 
sustained — if  all  and  each  one  of  these  circumstances,  we  again  repeat,  should  have  been  explained  in 
the  official  paper  No.  510  with  that  exactness  and  impartiality  which  justice  requires,  how  was  it  possible 
that  the  director  of  engineers  of  Havana  could  have  censured  the  cabildo  of  this  place,  and  less,  have 
added  what  his  answer  to  his  excellency  the  captain  general  contains  ?  Or,  how  his  excellency  (the  posi- 
tion of  the  military  buildings  not  having  been  varied  in  the  least)  would,  in  conformity  therewith,  have 
ordered  that  what  related  to  the  first  point  should  be  carried  into  eflect,  and  manifested  a  doubt  that  the 
execution  therenf  might  be  attended  with  prejudicial  circumstances. 

When  tlius  much  is  evident,  it  becomes  necessary  to  believe  that  the  report  was  not  adjusted  to  the 
reality  of  the  events,  but  that  some  circumstances  were  omitted  which  were  in  our  favor,  and,  for  some  par- 
ticular end,  others  were  introduced  to  our  prejudice.  For  these  reasons,  therefore,  we  consider  ourselves 
authorized  to  protest  one,  two,  and  three  times,  and  as  many  times  oftener  as  by  law  may  be  necessary, 
against  the  author  or  authors  of  all  the  injuries  and  detriments  which  have  resulted  to  us  from  having  sold 
us  the  aforementioned  lots,  to  obtain  the  amount  for  which  they  were  adjudged  to  us;  and,  under  tlie  pre- 
text of  having  altered  the  plan  of  the  town  so  as  even  to  interfere  with  the  military  buildings,  have 
l)rohibitcd  us  from  building,  selling,  or  making  any  use  of  our  property. 

We  will  suppose,  for  an  instant,  that  the  thing  might  be  such  as  it  appears  that  it  has  been  repre- 
sented to  be  to  his  excellency  tlie  captain  general  in  tlie  official  paper  No.  510:  would  this  be  a  reason  tliat 
we  should  be  tiie  victims  of  any  irregularities  witli  which  the  cabildo,  the  military  governor,  Don  Matthew 
Manrique,  the  commander  of  engineers,  Don  Anastacio  de  Arango,  and  tlie  other  authorities,  miglit  have 
proceeded,  who  were  concerned  in  the  affair  and  ordered  the  judicial  sale?  Could  we,  in  so  serious  and 
solemn  an  act,  doubt  their  authority  to  separate  from  the  roj-al  patrimony  the  lots  which  they  put  up  at 
public  auction?  Would  we  not  have  exposed  ourselves  to  just  confusion  and  even  to  punishment  if  we 
would  have  attempted  such  an  investigation  ?  We  believe  there  can  be  no  man  in  his  senses  of  this 
opinion.  We  also  judge  that  tliere  can  exist  neither  reasnii  nor  justice,  even  if  there  is  cause  to  invalidate 
sales  made  with  so  many  llinnalities  and  so  mucli  solemnity,  that,  there  sliould  be  any  to  deprive  us  of  the 
right  to  obtain  the  reimbursement  of  our  money,  together  with  an  indemnification,  justly  graduated  by 
the  privation  thereof  from  the  time  that  we  paid  the  prices  for  which  the  lots  were  adjudged  to  us  until 
the  moment  wlicn  tlie  restoration  of  tlie  same  may  be  effected.     We  know  that,  in  the  situation  in  which 
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tbo  alTair  is  jihiced,  j'our  liouor  is  not  ;it  liberty  tn  act,  and  can  resolve  notliinj;'.  'I'lie  ilccisioii  ()iip;lit  to 
ouianute  i'roni  his  excellency  the  cuiitain  j;-eneral,  if,  as  we  suppose,  in  eoinplianee  with  pinnipt  justice,  he 
drops  the  idea  of  reporting  it  to  his  jMajesty;  Imt  that  he  may  be  able  so  to  do  witli  less  scnipulonsness 
and  f;'reater  security,  in  that  case  it  will  be  cdiivenient  that  all  which  we  have  allei;-e(l  in  this  writin;;- 
should  be  fully  proven.     Therefore, 

We  entreat  j'Our  honor  to  order  that,  by  the  secretary  ol' this  i;'overnnient,  in  wIkisc  cliar,i;'e  it  a|ipears 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  late  ayuiitaniiento  are  found,  there  may  be  annexeil  in  cimtinuation  herewith 
certified  cojiies  of  all  the  acts,  official  pajiers,  and  other  documents  and  proceeilinj;-s  which  iireceded  and 
regulated  the  aforesaid  sale;  as,  likewise,  certificates  from  the  captain  of  infantry,  Don  V.  S.  Pintado,  snr- 
vcj'or  general  of  this  province,  of  the  proceedings,  orders,  and  official  ]iapers,  by  wiiich  was  lirought  to 
pass  the  alteration  and  regulation  made  of  the  old  plan  of  the  town;  annexing  a  copy  thereof,  and  of  that 
which  lie  formed  anew,  together  with  the  explanations  necessary  for  a  better  comprehension  of  the  same. 
All  which  being  done,  your  honor  will  please  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceedings  tn  his  excel- 
lency the  captain  general,  in  compliance  with  his  provision  of  the  20tli  of  January  df  the  present  year, 
and  which,  according  to  our  limited  comprehension,  ought  to  have  been  done  without  nur  solicitation  by 
your  honor's  predecessor,  within  the  terms  re(inired  by  justice,  which  we  ask.  "We  swear  we  proceed  not 
from  malice,  but  necessity.     (Signed)  Francisco  Barrios,  Carlos  Lavalle. 

Dccnv. — Let   them   have  the  certificates   they  reqncst  for  the  individuals  menti d  in  the  petitiim. 

(Signed)  Zuniga.      (Countersigned)  Domingo  Sousa,  Jose  Cevalhis. 

Notijicali<in. — On  the  same  day  we  made  it  knnwn  to  Francisco  Barriiis  and  D.  ('arhis  Lavalle,  which 
we  certify.     (Signed)  Sousa,  Cevallos. 

Xo.  1. — xki  of  the  (■ahildo.  In  the  town  nf  Pensacola,  x^jiril  10,  1813,  in  extraordinary  sitting,  sum- 
iiKined  by  his  hom.ir  the  governor  ad  interim  of  this  province  and  president  of  this  ayuntamiento,  his  honor 
began  by  observing  that  the  object  of  this  meeting  was  to  state  that  having  received  intelligence  that 
the  Americans  were  forming  an  expedition  at  Pass  Christian  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  and  dbtaining 
possession  of  Mobile  in  case  those  of  that  post  sliould  not  be  able  to  defend  themselves,  and  that,  in 
consequence,  they  would  not  cease  to  disquiet  this  town,  for  which  reason  he  esteemed  it  his  duty  to 
rcconnnend  to  the  gentlemen  present  that  they  ought,  on  their  part,  to  use  every  possible  effort  to  insure 
a  punctual  compliance  with  respect  to  what  he  was  about  to  propose:  Lst.  That  they  make  interest  with 
such  persons  as  may  have  any  provisions,  and  encourage  them  to  make  a  delivery  of  them  to  sup]ily  the 
troops  with  rations,  by  insuring  them  pay  for  the  same  from  the  national  treasury  of  llavaiia,  ami  put 
up  public  bills  to  that  effect.  2d.  That  because  the  treasury  coffers  of  this  place  are  found  absolutely  with- 
out funds,  they  endeavor  to  prevail  with  the  owners  of  carts  to  perform  the  service  of  hauling  a  few  tindiers 
obtained  from  an  individual  for  the  purpose  of  eompleting  the  powder  mar/azine  and  gtaeia  of  Fort  St.  Michael. 
3d.  To  urge  those  who  own  stock,  either  of  beef,  cattle,  horses,  or  hogs,  to  have  them  brought  over  on 
this  side  of  the  river  Perdido  for  the  greater  security  of  the  same.  4th.  That,  by  moans  of  jiublic  adver- 
tisements, this  faithful  and  loyal  vicinity  (community)  bo  entreated  to  contribute  as  much  as  possible 
towards  clearing  the  ground  contiguous  to  Fort  St.  Michael,  so  that  the  firing  from  the  same  luay  have 
the  better  efl'ect  in  case  of  an  attack.  The  which  propositions  of  his  honor  tlie  president  having  been 
heard  with  the  greatest  attention  by  the  alcalde  and  other  gentlemen  of  this  cabildo,  they  all  unanimously 
promised  not  to  omit  any  step  or  effort  in  order  to  give  effect  to  what  had  been  recommended. 

Afterwards,  at  the  request  of  the  syndic,  was  taken  into  consideration  the  (vacant)  lots  found  in  the 
town  and  its  environs;  that  it  would  be  well  to  put  them  up  to  sale  in  order  that,  with  the  proceeds 
thereof,  purchases  of  provisions,  &c.,  might  be  made  for  the  royal  magazine  of  this  place,  w'ith  respect  to 
which  it  was  resolved  that  his  honor  the  president  be  charged  with  the  passing  of  an  otHcial  note  to  the 
intcndant  in  order  to  obtain  this  object,  which  is  rendered  of  so  much  importance  by  the  necessity  w-hicli 
is  prevailing". 

Lastly.  I,  tlie  secretary,  was  ordered  to  pass  to  the  dwelling  of  the  lady,  widow  of  the  Adjutant  Major 
D.  Jiise  Noriega,  and  inform  her  that  in  the  course  of  three  days  the  writing  of  proi)erty  would  be  recjuired 
of  the  lot  contiguous  to  the  barracks,  situate  in  the  middle  of  the  military  si[uare,  which  she  says  she 
owns,  and  speaks  of  again  putting  up  its  buildings,  but  which  is  said  not  to  belong  to  her;  with  which 
this  sitting  was  closed,  and  w-as  signed  by  his  honor  the  president  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  this  aj'un- 
tamiento,  which  I  certify.  Mauricio  de  Zuniga,  Vicente  Ordosgoity,  Martin  dc  Madrid,  Francisco  Gomez, 
Antonio  Montero,  Lorenzo  Vitrian,  and  Francisco  Barrios,  socretar_y. 

No.  2.— Jrf  (/  the  cabildo  of  Aiwil  21,  1813.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  April  21,  1813,  in  extra- 
ordinary sitting,  summoned  by  his  honor  the  governor  of  this  province  and  president  of  this  ayuntamiento; 
the  gentlemen  who  composed  it  having  assemlded,  his  honor  the  governor  commenced  by  showing  the 
official  note  he  had  passed  to  the  minister  of  royal  finance,  as  charged  in  cabildo  on  the  10th  instant, 
together  with  the  answer  and  what  else  had  been  done  with  respect  to  the  affair  and  sale  of  the  lots  in 
this  town,  according  to  what  appears  from  the  copy  thereof  which  exists  in  the  archives  under  my 
charge,  when,  after  reflecting  thereon,  and  conferring  together,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
desires  of  his  honor  the  governor  were  fulfilled,  as  recorded  in  the  aforesaid  sitting  of  the  10th  instant; 
with  which  this  sitting  terminated,  and  was  signed  by  his  honor  the  governor  and  the  other  gentlemen, 
which  I  certify.  Mauricio  de  Zuniga,  Vicente  Ordosgoity,  Martin  de  Madrid,  Millan  de  Carreras,  Francisco 
Gomez,  Francisco  Barrios,  secretary. 

No.  i.—Avt  of  the  cabildo  of  May  17,  1813.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  May  17,  1813,  the  gentlemen 
of  the  constitutional  ayuntamiento  of  this  place  having  assembled  in  ordinary  sitting,  presided  by  his 
hcmor  the  commander  of  this  province  as  civil  chief  of  the  same,  three  official  notes  were  read,  addressed 
by  his  honor,  with  date  of  the  10th  instant;  the  first  accompanying  a  printed  paper  -which  cuntains  three 
royal  decrees  of  the  4th,  9th,  and  13th  of  February  last,  relative"  to  the  daily  allowance  to  gentlemen 
deputed  from  courts  of  ultramarine  provinces;  tlie  .second,  accompanying  an  exemplar  from  the  gazette 
of  the  regency  of  Spain  and  its  dependencies  of  the  2()tli  of  January  last,  containing  the  royal  decree  of 
the  4th  of  the  same  month,  which  treats  of  the  reduction  of  public  (common)  grounds  to  particular  prop- 
erty; and  the  third  contains  another  royal  decree  of  the  26th  of  Septemlier  of  last  year,  liy  whicli  it  is 
provided  that  such  ecclesiastics  as  may  be  found  living  as  citizens  may  hold  an  active  voice  and  give 
their  votes  at  the  election  of  the  constitutional  ayuntamientos,  but  may  not  be  elected  to  any  office  or 
council.  Whereupon,  it  was  resolved  by  all  the  gentlemen  that  due  compliance  shall  tie  given  in  the 
respective  particulars,  and  that  for  the  purpose  the  said  official  notes  be  reserved  in  the  archives,  together 
with  the  reports  by  the  gentleman  alcalde  commissioned  by  tlie  ayuntamiento,  &c. 


238  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  454. 

No.  5. — Act  ofcabildo  of  August  31,  1813.  In  tlio  town  of  Pensacola,  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  his  honor 
the  president  and  the  other  g-enth'iaeu  of  tlic  c.K-aj'untaniiento  havinii;  assembled,  among- other  things  they 
treated  on  the  following: 

Afterwards  an  ofticial  note  was  read,  presented  by  the  alcalde,  being  a  copy  of  tlie  one  which  he 
addressed  to  the  minister  of  linance,  requesting  intelligence  respecting  tlic  provisions  relative  to  the.  altera- 
tion and  enlargement  of  the  old  plan  of  this  touii,  and  tlie  answer  returned  liirn  by  the  said  gentleman 
minister:  "  that  meeting  with  it  in  a  judicial  proceeding  which  was  formalized  with  tliat  intent,  and  which 
is  very  voluminous,  as  he  has  no  amanuensis,  it  would  be  expedient  that  the  ayuntamiento  should  appoint 
a  person  to  1)C  employed  for  that  purpose."  Whereupon,  it  was  resolved  that  the  gentleman  alcalde  should 
again  address  anotlier  official  note  to  him  reiterating  the  request. 

An  oihcial  note  was  also  read  from  the  commander  of  engineers,  Don  Anastacio  de  Arango,  which  he 
delivered  to  liis  honor  the  president,  to  whom  he  addressed  it,  and  proposes  to  his  discretion  the  jiroceed- 
ing  to  sell,  under  certain  conditions,  lands  of  the  roijal  domain;  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  gentleman 
alcalde  should  answer  liis  honor  the  president,  and  express  due  thanks  to  the  commander  of  engineers 
for  tlie  zeal  he  has  manifested  in  communicating  his  ideas,  so  conformable  in  every  respect  to  those  of  the 
members  of  the  ayuntamiento;  but  they  observe  that,  owing-  to  the  absolute  want  of  money,  there  will  be 
no  purchasers  unless  some  foreigners,  and  that  it  will  be  more  expedient  to  await  other  favorable  circum- 
stances, in  order  to  fullil,  in  part,  the  formalities  prescribed  in  the  sovereign  decree  of  the  4th  of  January 
last,  nut  neglecting,  in  the  meantime,  to  attend  to  the  Sjianish  citizens  who  may  solicit  it  (I  suppose  the 
land)  liir  pur[ioses  of  public  utility;  and  tliat,  in  returning  the  saiil  official  note  to  his  honor  the  president, 
a  certified  copy  thereof  be  requested  for  the  archives  of  this  ayuntamiento. 

Another  official  pajier  was  also  read,  presented  liy  his  houfjr  the  president,  addressed  to  him  li_y  the 
minister  of  ]mblic  finance,  together  with  a  petition  from  tlie  regidor,  Don  Antonio  Montcro,  who,  as  being 
interested  therein,  retired  from  the  hall,  when,  on  deliberating-  upon  his  petition,  "  that  the  amount  for  the 
ten  lots  of  ground  and  one  building  lot,  which  were  adjudged  to  him  at  public  sale,  should  be  placed  to 
his  credit,  (for  moat  furnished  by  him,)  which  lots  were  appointed  to  be  sold  in  order  to  purchase  pro- 
visions for  the  troops  and  others  attached  to  this  garrison,  owing  to  absolute  want  of  money  which  pre- 
vails," it  was  resolved  that,  considering  it  to  bo  one  of  the  most  necessary  articles,  and  that,  as  expressed 
in  his  contract,  he  ought  to  be  paid  monthly  in  specie  for  the  amount  of  meat  furnished  by  him  during 
the  same,  they  acceded  to  his  request,  and  authorized  the  alcalde,  that  in  due  [here  an  expression  is 
wanting]  and  return  the  petition. 

No.  C. — Ae:t  of  the  cahildo  of  August  9,  1813.  At  another  sitting-  hold  in  this  town  on  the  9th  of  August 
of  the  same  year  by  the  said  gentlemen,  among  other  things  they  treated  on  the  following:  '-Likewise, 
after  having  read  an  official  paper  presented  by  his  honor  the  president,  addressed  to  him  by  the  engineer 
of  this  place,  Don  Anastacio  de  Arango,  relative  to  the  deficicncj'  of  means  in  this  town  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  garrison  and  those  attached  to  it,  and  what  else  the  said  gentlemen  alleges,  it  was  resolved 
that  his  honor  the  president  be  authorized  to  communicate  with  the  minister  of  the  national  finance  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  tliat  oflicer  a  statement  of  the  arpents  lately  diS2Msed  of  at  public  sale  and  of 
those  vhich  remain  to  he  sold,  pointin;/  out  the pwchasers  who  mag  not  have  2Mid  the  amount  for  uhieh  tlie  lots 
were  adjudged  to  Hum,  and  for  what  reason,  so  that  this  illustrious  ayuntamiento,  on  understanding-  what 
the  said  minister  may  say,  may  determine  as  they  may  judge  expedient  and  possible  in  relation  to  the 
ofScial  paper  from  the  aforesaid  engineer,  Don  Anastacio  de  Arango." 

No.  7. — Act  of  the  eahildo  of  August  27,  1813.  At  a  sitting  held  in  Pensacola  on  the  2tth  of  August  of 
the  present  year,  the  president  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  ayuntamiento  being  assembled,  among-  other 
things  they  treated  and  resolved  on  tlie  following: 

"  Afterwards  his  honor  the  president  presented  an  official  note  from  the  minister  of  public  finance, 
being-  an  answer  to  what  the  said  gentleman  passed  to  him  according  to  resolution  of  the  9th  instant, 
accompanied  with  three  copies:  1st,  of  the  actual  lots  in  this  town  belonging  to  the  royal  domain;  2d,  anotlier, 
of  the  lots  sold  and  paid  for  to  the  treasury,  from  the  4th  of  June  until  the  2\st  of  August;  and  the  M,  another, 
of  the  lots  sold,  ivith  the  names  of  those  to  whom  they  ivere  sold,  but  the  amounts  of  which  have  not  yet  been  p)aid; 
all  which  having  been  read  by  me,  the  secretary,  it  was  resolved  that  the  minister  of  the  treasury  be 
authorized  to  recover  the  amounts  of  the  lots  sold  and  not  paid  for,  agreeable  to  the  statement  No  3, 
without  requiring-  more  from  the  purchasers  than  the  amount  for  which  they  were  adjudged;  without  a 
discount  of  half  annatees,  remittance  to  Spain,  or  any  other,  because  the  sale  was  not  preceded  by  any 
condition,  and  because  this  ayuntamiento  becomes  responsible  for  the  result;  all  of  which  will  be  com- 
municated for  his  requisite  information;  and  that  when  he  has  effected  a  total  recovery  he  may  proceed  to  make 
out  the  deeds  of  sale  and  give  the  corresponding  titles  to  the  purchasers,  as  well  as  to  give  in  to  the  ayunta- 
miento a  statement  of  the  amount  of  all  the  lots  sold  and  paid  for,  in  order  that  it  may  be  reclaimed  so 
soon  as  the  public  treasury  may  be  found  with  funds  sufficient  to  repay  the  same." 

No.  8. — Act  of  the  cabildo  of  Heptember  fi,  IS13.  At  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  cabildo  held  by '  the 
ayuntamiento  in  ordinary  sitting,  on  the  tUli  of  Seiitember,  in  which  his  iKJiior  the  governor  presided, 
among  other  resolutions  the  following  was  adopted: 

"  In  the  same  manner  it  is  resolved  that  this  aj-untamiento,  by  its  secretary,  should  pass  official  notes 
to  his  honor  the  governor,  and  also  to  the  minister  of  the  national  treasury,  in  order  that  the  said  officers, 
gentlemen,  may  please  to  inform  the  ayuntamiento  if  any  objection  occurs  to  them  to  their  proceeding, 
by  means  of  the  surveyor  general,  to  lay  ofl'  the  S(]uares  of  this  town  and  the  lots  whicli  may  be  left 
vacant  thereby,  according  to  what  the  article  321  of  the  constitution  provides,  and  whatever  else  may  be 
deemed  expedient." 

No.  9. — Act  of  the  cabildo  of  October  5,  1813.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  ordinary  cabildo  of 
October  5,  1813,  in  which  his  honor  the  governor  of  this  province  presided,  the  other  individuals  who, 
composed  it  being-  present,  among-  other  things  the  following-  were  treated  of: 

"  Likewise,  and  equally,  it  was  represented  bj'  the  syndic  that  no  answer  appears  on  the  part  of  the 
minister  of  tlie  treasury,  up  to  the  present  date,  to  the  ofticial  notes  which,  by  order  of  the  same  aj'unta- 
niiento,  were  passed  to  him  on  dates  of  the  9th  and  20tli  of  September,  relative  to  the  delineation  of  the 
sipiares  of  this  town  and  the  vacant  lots. 

"  That  it  becomes  requisite  to  decide  on  this  i)artieular,  owing  to  the  detriment  which  this  delay 
occasions,  by  resolving  that  an  oificial  note  bo  passed  to  the  surveyor  general  directing-  him  to  proceed  to 
lay  off  the  said  squares  agreeable  to  law  and  usage;  as  also  the  lots  which,  by  the  said  regulation,  may 
be  left  vacant,  and  what  other  vacant  lots  there  may  be  in  town;  specifying  how  many  lots  are  comprised 
in  the  tlii'ision  whirh  was  destined  fur  the  buililing  nf  a  church,"  li'-c.     The  rigidors  and   the  constitutional 
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alcalde  wrri'  uiKminiimslv  dl'  the   saiiK'   n|iiiiii)ii  nt'  tlic   sMiilic,  and   ri'soKcd  lliat    llic  same  he  canicd  ii  lo 
cflect." 

No.  10. — Act  of  the  caJiihlo  of  Octohi-r  II,  lsl:i.  In  the  li.wn  nf  l'ensaci>la,  in  iirilinar\'  calpil.lip  ,>[' 
October  11,  1813,  tbo  gcntlcineii  who  i-onqmsril  llie  late  ayuntaniienti>  beiiii;-  asscndiled,  and  iiis  imndi-  IIk^ 
governor  of  the  province  presiding,  among  other  thing.s  they  treated  and  resnlved  i<n  the  loUowing: 

"Afterwards  was  read  by  me,  the  secretary,  an  dllicial  note,  addressed  by  (he  snr\-eviir  gen<'ral  to 
jne  in  reply  to  the  one  I  addressed  to  him  by  order  of  the  ayuntaiiiientu,  dated  the  M\  instant,  n|Min  wiiieh 
it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  one  (if  the  rigidors,  (aldermen)  to  act  iji  enncert  with  the- 
said  surveyor,  and  proceed  to  the  formation  ef  the  plan  nf  this  tdwn,  wliicii,  when  dune,  (uight  to  \<i-  pre- 
sented to  the  ayuntaniiento  for  their  approbation,  and  that  this  ollicer  prcjceed  to  the  sale  of  tiie  vacant 
lots  consequent  on  the  same;  for  which  purpose  I).  Francisco  Gomez  was  elected.  In  like  manner  it  was 
resolved  by  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  ayuntaniiento  that  an  official  note  should  be  passed  to  the  minister 
(if  finance,  desiring  him  not  to  oppo:^e  ant/  oh.-<larlr  to  the  exportation  rf  flour  on  aceovnf  of  il»  harinq  heen  .so 
detenuined  hi/  the  oi/vntamientos  during  the  tinu'  they  irere  without  means  for  itn  j'^^'ehwe,  as  injury  would 
thereby  result  to  the  commerce  of  the  place. 

"  The  syndic  proposed  that  he  protested  against  the  resolution  to  permit  the  ('X|}ortation  of  flour, 
adhering  to  what  he  said  in  the  sitting  of  the  7th  instant  on  its  prohibition;  and  that  in  a  verj'  few  days, 
with  desiiatch  in  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lots  for  which  the  surveyor  general  had  to  make  out  the  plan, 
there  might  be  funds  for  the  purchase  of  provisions;  besides,  it  would  lie  improper:  the  t(jwn  might  lie 
left  without  flour,  as  intelligence  had  been  received  that  a  vessel  bound  I'rom  Orleans  to  this  place  had 
been  detained  by  the  Americans  at  Mobile  Point,  and  her  cargo  of  provisions  taken  out;  and  he  concluded 
by  reipiesting  that  copies  might  be  given  him  of  this  act,  and  of  that  (jf  the  7th  instant;  ;dl  which  was 
granted." 

No.  II. — Act  of  the  cabildo  cf  October  IS,  181,3.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  ordinary  cabildo, 
October  18,  1813,  the  gcntleraeu  mentioned  in  the  margin  being  iiresent,  and  presided  by  his  honor  the 
governor  of  this  province,  the  sitting  was  opened  by  reading  an  official  note  which  was  addressed  to  his 
honor  the  president  by  the  minister  of  the  treasury  in  reply^  to  those  that  with  dates  of  the  0th  and  20th 
of  September  and  6th  instant  which  I,  the  secretary,  passed  to  him  by  ordt'r  fif  the  ayuntamiento,  and 
who  consents  to  the  delineation  of  the  squares  and  vacant  lots,  but  is  opposed  to  the  delivery  (if  the  land 
archives;  all  according  to  his  official  note  which  remains  in  these  arclnves.  Whereupon,  it  was  resolved 
l\y  the  gentlemen  present  that  the  resolution  respecting  the  demarcation  and  sale  of  the  vacant  lots 
should  be  carried  into  cflect,  and  the  opposition  of  the  minister  to  the  delivery  of  the  land  archives,  for 
the  reasons  he  alleges,  should  lie  represented  to  the  lorovincial  deputation,  who  may  tiiereupon  determine 
as  they  maj-  find  expedient.  The  syndic  stated  the  actual  proceedin.gs  in  virtue  of  the  commission  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  ayuntamiento,  namely,  to  proceed  witli  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful  men  to  the 
estimation  of  the  lot  situate  between  the  house  occupied  by  D.  Francisco  Gonzales  de  Fonte  and  that  of  Don  E. 
A.  Sierra,  of  45  feet  in  front  and  170  feet  in  depth,  stating  by  the  said  proceeding  that  the  saiil  piece  of 
ground  has  been  estimated  by  the  four  appraisers  named  for  that  purpose,  as  appears,  at  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  for  which  sum  D.  Diego  Palmas  ought  to  pay  the  redemption  tax,  as  he  agreed  to  do  when 
the  estimation  might  be  made.  Thcy^  then  resolved  that  at  the  next  cabildo  D.  Diego  Palmas,  as  well  as 
Bon  E.  A.  Sierra,  be  required  to  p)resent  the  permit  or  permits  theij  may  hare  obtained  to  jMssess  themselves  of 
the  ground  occupied  by  their  hfjuses;  D.  Diego  Palmas,  likewise,  to  present  that  which  he  may  hold  of  the 
ground  that  has  been  valued;  so  that,  with  a  view  of  the  whole,  the  ayuntamiento  may  be  aide  to 
determine  with  the  correctness  they  desire. 

No.  12. — Act  of  the  cabildo  cf  October  21,  1S13.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  extrimrdinary  cabildo 
of  October  21,  1813,  the  gentlemen  of  the  e.\-ayuntamiento,  and  his  honor  the  governor  of  the  pnjvince 
being  president  among  other  things,  the  following  were  treated  and  resolved  upon: 

"Afterwards  I,  the  secretary,  presented  an  official  note  from  the  surveyor  general  addressed  to  me, 
and  accompanied  with  a  p7a/(  of  ^At?  division  which  was  destined  for  the  construction  of  pidjlic  buildings; 
and  lots  becoming  vacant  by  said  plan  being  comprehended  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  ayuntamiento,  they 
resolved  that  it  be  approved  as  found  regular,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  thereto  proceed,  with  the 
advice  of  D.  Francisco  Gomez,  to  finish  those  whicli  remained  to  be  measured,  including  those  which  the 
syndic  mentioned  in  his  statement  to  the  ayuntamiento — tlie  same  to  be  sold  after  tln.ise  of  the  aforesaid 
division. 

"In  like  manner  it  v:as  resolved  to  remit  tlic plan  to  tlie  prorincial  deputation,  that,  Iicing  apjrrised  of  the 
determination  of  the  ayuntamiento,  they  may  please  to  give  their  clue  consent  thereto,  according  to  article  322  of 
the  constitution,  so  that  the  sale  may  be  proceeded  in,  observing  that  the  object  of  the  sale  is  not  only  to 
procure  funds  for  the  use  of  the  ayuntamiento,  at  present  without  any,  and  to  dcfra.y  the  indispensable 
ejrjxnse  of  building  a  church  and  pjublic  Jcdl,  but  also  in  part  to  remedy  the  scarcity  generally  experienced 
in  the  town  for  want  of  pirovisions,  of  which  there  is  no  stock  for  the  support  of  the  garrison  and  those 
attached  to  it;  adverting,  also,  that  the  ayuntamiento  has  resolved,  if  the  case  should  re(juirc  it,  (as  may 
be  expected  unless  speedily  obtained,)  to  proceed  to  the  sale  for  the  said  reasons  of  urgent  necessity, 
persuaded  that  such  a  step  will  meet  the  approbation  of  your  honors,  even  if  the  sale  should  take  effect 
without  your  approbation,  for  the  reasons  stated. 

"It  was  also  resolved  to  pass  an  official  ].iaper  to  the  minister  of  the  public  treasury,  reipiiring  the 
said  gentlemen  to  order  the  delivery  to  the  ayuntamiento,  by  the  proper  person,  of  tlie  judicial  proceeding 
formed  relative  to  the  town  lots,  with  all  which  the  sitting  closed,  which  I  certify;  the  gentlemen  of  the 
ayuntamiento  and  the  assistant  secretary  signing  with  me.  Matthew  Gonzales  Manriipie,  Vicente  Ordos- 
goity,  Martin  de  Madrid,  Millan  de  C'arreras,  Antonio  Montero,  Juan  de  la  liua,  Felix  Talla." 

No.  13. — Act  of  the  caMldo  ff  October  25,  1813.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  ordinary  cabildo  Iield 
October  25,  1813,  his  honor  the  governor  presiding,  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  ex-ayuntamiento  being- 
present,  the  sitting  commenced  by'  reading  a  representation  from  the  syndic,  protesting  against  the 
resolution  adopted  in  extraordinary  cabildo  on  the  21st  instant,  as  relates  to  not  determining  immediately 
on  the  sale  of  the  lots  in  order  to  attend  to  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  garrison,  (as  appears  by  his 
representation  which  remains  in  these  archives,)  to  which  gentlemen  voters  stated  that  they  adhered  to 
what  had  been  determined  in  the  aforesaid  sitting;  and  as  the  syndic  was  not  present,  they  ordered  he 
shoidd  be  informed  of  the  same,  showing  him  that  the  resolution  was  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  was  not 
deficient  in  the  formalities  of  the  law,  as  he  represents. 

No.  14.— .4c?  of  the  cabildo  of  November  22,  1813.     In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  held  November  22,  1813, 
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in  which  his  honor  the  governor  was  president,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  composed  the  ex-ayunta- 
miento  were  present,  among  other  things  the  following  were  determined: 

"In  like  manner  it  was  treated  that  his  honor  the  president  should  correspond  with  the  minister  of 
national  treasury,  (finance;)  that  from  this  day  forward  no  vessel  be  permitted  to  load  with  any  kind  of 
provisions,  so  long  as  the  blockade  may  continue  which  the  English  vessels  of  war  have  established  from 
the  entrance  of  this  port  to  the  Balize,  for  which  reason  the  intercourse  by  sea  is  found  to  be  interrupted 
from  this  place  to  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  the  only  places  from  whence,  up  to  this  period,  we  have 
provided  ourselves  with  provisions.  The  .sitting  hereupon  closed,  which  I  certify.  Matthew  Gonzales 
Manrique,  Vicente  Ordosgoity,  Martin  de  Madrid,  Millau  de  Carrera,  Francisco  Gomez,  Antonio  Montero, 
Lorenzo  Vitrian,  Feli.x  Talla." 

Further  act  of  the  cabiklo  of  December  2,  1813. — In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  extraordinary  cabildo  held 
in  Pensacola,  December  2,  1813,  in  which  his  honor  the  governor  of  the  province  was  president,  and  the 
other  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  margin  were  present.  His  honor  the  president  commenced  by  stating 
that  the  cause  of  his  having  summoned  an  extraordinary  cabildo  was,  his  having  been  informed  that  two 
vessels  were  about  to  leave  this  [lort  with  flour  at  the  same  time  that  we  experience  a  rigorous  blockade  by 
the  maritime  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majost}',  which  sutlers  no  vessel  to  pass  that  was  from  New  Orleans, 
the  only  place  from  which  we  receive  provisions;  for  which  reason  ho  desired  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
ayuntamiento,  after  having  maturely  reflected  on  the  particulars,  would  determine  what  may  be  most 
expedient,  in  order  to  avoid  feeling  in  this  town  a  want  of  the  articles  of  greatest  necessity;  with  respect 
to  w-hich,  the  gentlemen  voters  resolved  that,  previous  to  preventing  the  departure  of  the  said  vessels,  it 
was  necessary  to  ascertain  what  quantities  of  provisions  were  in  town;  for  which  purpose  it  was  resolved 
to  appoint  two  members  of  this  ayuntamiento,  who  should  pmceed  to  take  a  particular  account  of  the 
provisions  there  may  be  in  the  place;  and  having  elected  fjr  that  ])urpose  D.  Martin  de  Madrid  and  the 
syndic  by  a  majority  of  votes,  they  took  charge  of  the  said  commissions,  to  execute  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
Afterwards  it  was  determined  that,  in  order  to  eftcct  the  relief  of  the  garrison  from  such  pressing  necessity, 
the  sale  of  the  lots  formerly  destined  for  a  church  should  lie  eifected,  under  the  express  conditions  that  the 
purchasers  should  pay  the  amount  down  in  cash,  or  at  least  the  one-half  in  cash  and  the  other  half  in  provi- 
sions, at  the  current  jjrice  in  this  place,  the  regidors,  D.  Martin  de  Madrid  and  D.  Francisco  Gomez,  being 
authorized  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  resolution  passed  in  ordinary  cabildo  on  the  29th  of  November; 
and  that  the  secretaiy  of  the  ayuntamiento  shall  give  public  notice  of  said  resolution  by  large  bills,  speci- 
fying that  the  said  sale  will  take  place  on  the  9th  instant;  and  the  sitting  herewith  closed:  all  which  I 
certify.  Mathew  Gonzales  Manrique,  Vicente  Ordosgoity,  Martin  de  Madrid,  Francisco  Gomez,  Antonio 
Montero,  Lorenzo  Vitrian,  Felix  Talla. 

No.  15. — Act  of  the  cabildo  of  December  3,  1813.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  extraordinary  cabildo 
held  December  3, 1813,  in  which  the  governor  of  the  province  was  president,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who 
composed  the  late  ayuntamiento,  (were  present,)  they  treated  on  the  following:  The  meeting  was  com- 
menced by  D.  Martin  de  Madrid  and  D.  Lorenzo  Vitrian  showing  the  statement  which  they  had  been 
charged  to  make  by  the  resolution  of  yesterday  relative  to  the  quantity  of  provisions  in  the  town,  the^ 
which,  according  to  the  said  statement,  consisted  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-Jive  barrels  of 
flour;  the  gentienien  voters  thereupon  finding  the  place  sufficiently  provided  with  the  above  article, 
"(renglones,)  permitted  the  departure  of  the  two  brigs,  which  are  already  laden  and  have  got  out  their 
papers;  but  in  order  that  in  future  all  esportations  of  provisions  must  be  prevented  until  further  arrivals, 
and  his  honor  the  president  will  pass  an  official  note  for  that  purpose  to  the  minister  general  of  finance, 
with  which  the  session  closed.     I  certify  the  same. 

Note. — In  the  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  barrels  of  flour  are  included  the  two  hundred 
and  fifty-three  found  on  board  the  schooner  Montserrat.  Matthew  Gonzales  Manrique,  Vicente  de  Ordos- 
goity, Martin  do  Madrid,  Francisco  Gomez,  Lorenzo  Vitrian,  Antonio  Montero,  Felix  Talla. 

No.  16. — Act  of  the  cabildo  of  the  1th  of  December.  In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  ordinary  cabildo  held 
December  T,  1813,  his  honor  the  governor  of  the  province  presiding,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  composed 
the  late  cabildo  being  present,  the  sitting  was  commenced  by  reading  an  official  note  from  the  surveyor 
general,  accompanied  by  a  draught  of  the  plan  projected  for  the  regulation  and  marking  of  the  two  squares 
of  this  town,  designatimj  the  lots  for  public  buildings,  and  also  those  for  sale  beliveen  the  two  squares,  formed  in 
virtue  of  the  resolution  of  this  ayuntamiento;  and  said  plan  being  examined  and  approved  of  by  the  gentle- 
men voters,  it  was  resolved  that  it  be  returned  to  the  surveyor  for  the  purposes  expedient,  &c. 

No.  n. — Act  of  the  caldldo  cf  Januari/  23,  1814.  'In  the  town  of  Pensacola,  in  extraordinary  cabildo 
held  January  23,  1814,  the  governor  of  the  province  being  president,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed the  late  ayuntamiento  being  present,  the  session  was  commenced  by  his  honor  the  president  repre- 
senting that  the  deplorable  and  calamitous  circumstances  which  prevail  in  this  town  for  the  supplies 
wherewith  to  furuisli  meat  for  some  days  to  the  garrison,  which  is  on  the  point  of  perishing,  puts  him 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  asking  of  this  ayuntamiento  for  an  indispensable  loan  from  among  the 
neighboring  inhabitants  of  two  hundred  head  of  cattle,  in  order  to  provide  for  such  urgent  necessity, 
requesting  that  a  testimony  of  this  act  may  be  given  him.  After  a  long  conference  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  council  on  the  subject,  knowing  the  critical  situation  in  whicii  the  inhabitants  are  placed  and  the 
impossibility  of  obtaining  the  said  loan,  because  for  many  years  they  have  been  supplying  the  officers  of 
this  garrison  and  the  functionaries  on  their  paper  to  great  amounts,  which  they  have  no  hopes  to  recover, 
and  that  besides  they  have  contributed  what  they  have  been  able  towards  the  relief  of  the  troops  whenever 
occasion  has  occurred,  it  was  therefore  resolved  unanimously,  tliat  to-morrow  the  regidor,  D.  Martin  de 
Madrid,  and  the  inhabitants,  D.  Francisco  Gomez  and  D.  Lorenzo  Vitrian,  charged  with  the  sale  of  the  lots, 
should  proceed  to  the  recovery  of  the  amounts  due  for  the  same,  with  which  the  said  gentlemen  believe 
they  will  be  able  to  purchase  the  two  hundred  head  of  cattle  required.  Ordered,  that  I,  the  secretary, 
give  the  testimony  to  the  president,  as  he  has  requested. 

Afterwards  tiie  council  requested  that  his  honor  the  president  would  please  to  pass  another  oflicial 
note  to  the  minister  of  the  national  finance,  in  order  that  he  present  to  the  public  a  statement  of  the  funds 
which  have  entered  into  the  coffers  during  the  time  of  his  administration,  with  the  application  of  thera; 
and  also  that  all  the  credits  pending  in  favor  of  the  treasury  be  liquidated  and  recovered,  with  which  this 
act  was  concluded.  I  certify  the  same.  Matthew  Gonzales  Manri(iue,  Jayme  Fontenals,  Millan  de  Carrera, 
Pedro  Sans,  for  the  regidor,  D.  Josd  Tapiola,  and  myself,  Joseph  Maria  de  Pcna. 

No.  18. — Official  note  from  the  commander  of  engineers,  cf  April  23,  1813.  Having  fully  considered 
your  ofBcial  note  of  the  Hth,  in  reply  to  that  of  the  2d  instant,  containing  a  copy  for  me  of  that  which, 
with  date  of  the  14tii,  was  passed  to  your  honor  by  the  intendant  ad  interim,  as  also  including  a  copy  for 
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me  of  tlie  inventory  of  articles  of  utility  in  tlie  stores;  conntiiift-  on  tlmsc,  auil  mnsiilerint;-  tin;  seiircily  >■[' 
money  to  procure  the  appointments  in  tools,  iicc,  wliic'li  I  Ikivc  askeil  for  aiul  belirvcd  necessary,  1  will 
disclose  to  your  honor,  that  supiiosing  it  ini|)ossiLil(!  to  complete  the  (piautities  and  Uinds  demanded,  and 
that  the  intendant  intends  to  ju'ocure  the  mendinj;'  and  helvinn-  of  such  as  arc  not  lit  for  use,  il  is  indis- 
pensahlo  that,  instead  of  the  nundier  of  hand-liarrows,  dirt-boxes,  buckets,  li'c,  which  1  have  conceived 
necessary,  we  aflbrd  wdnit  our  necessities  permit  us,  and  await  till  lu.'  ^-ives  me  tlu'  c(irres|)onilin;4  uoliee 
to  pass,  to  insjiect,  and  distribute  in  proportion  to  the  nundii'i-  of  the  said  aiiicles  of  ulility  which  may  be 
{jot  ready,  adding-  one  hundred  rammers  and  lifty  p,-rass  ropes,  of  tin'  small  Imndles  sold  by  Ihe  Imliiins. 
1  particularly  recommend  the  axes  to  be  fixed  at  the  post  of  Harraucas.  Next  in  consideraiion,  as  to  the- 
want  of  means  to  relieve  our  urgent  necessities  and  to  attend  the  ded'ence  ol'  this  jirovince,  1  ought  to 
propose  to  your  honor  the  discretionarj' powers  within  my  ))rovince,  which  cannot  be  otherwise  than  great 
in  a  country  of  a  small  jiopulation,  composed  chielly  of  military  and  functionaries,  and,  for  the  same 
reason,  without  industry  sufficient  to  afford  the  requisite  helps,  nor  could  the  imwers  I  am  going  to  point 
out  be  of  any  other  description,  convinced  as  I  am  of  the  prudence  with  wdiich  the  int(,'lligence  of  your 
lionor  has  proceeded  in  the  use  of  the  means  which  this  small  and  poor  settlement  is  capable  of  allbrding. 
I  said  great,  because  it  is  that  of  proajcdinr/  to  thr  .-frt/'c  of  land.-i — a  diacrelionani  power  that  «s  sufficient  to 
provide  ><ome  a^sislanre.  I  well  recollect  the  many  difficulties  alleged  as  objections  on  another  occasion  to 
the  same  idea;  the  principal  being  the  length  of  tiuie  which  would  be  consumed  in  the  measurement,  valua- 
tion, publishing,  and. other  fornmlitics  re(pnred.  It  was  not  then  a  suitable  remedy  for  the  necessity  we 
were  in  for  provisions,  because  there  was  then  a  judicial  proceeding  on  the  ))articular,  wliich,  being  fnllj' 
considered  liy  his  excellency  the  captain  general,  he,  notwithstanding  tlie  desire  evinced  liy  him  to 
encourage  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  in  its  improvements,  had  nut  dared  to  determine  the  inatter, 
but  passed  back  the  said  judicial  proceeding-,  that  it  might  be  addressed  fn.im  this  place  to  the  supreme 
government,  without  the  decision  of  ichich  there  was  no  authority  to  proceed  in  an  affair  full  tf  obstacles. 
Necessity  was  always  the  most  ingenious  tutor,  and  will  overcome  inconveniences.  Our  evils  are 
grievous,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  employ  uncommon  remedies.  There  is  no  rule  without  exceptions, 
and  I  believe  that  our  case  is  one  of  the  most  privileged  ones.  May  we  not  then  provide  in  time  against 
necessities  so  urgent  and  supereminent,  wdien  we  can  count  on  no  other  means  of  assistance  than  the  very 
pjecarious  ones  from  Havana?  The  wise  and  supreme  government  cannot  take  amiss  a  proceeding 
impelled  by  imperious  necessity,  and  directed  to  sustain  its  decorum,  with  the  palpable  results  of  privi- 
leged utility,  if  we  succeed  in  preserving  these  sandy  places  to  the  nation  by  having  remedied,  as  far  as 
the  proceeds  of  the  proposed  sale  will  go,  the  scarcity  which  threatens  ns,  and  given  the  indispensable 
motion  to  the  industry  of  wdiich  the  country  is  suscejitible;  /b/-  the  not  graiding  propertij  in  lands  is  the 
same  as  to  banish  agriculture,  and  with  it  all  the  means  of  subsistence.  I  conclude  by  stating  to  your  honor, 
that  if  the  idea  proposed  should  not  be  expedient,  it  is  at  least  dictated  with  the  most  sincere  desire  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  God  preserve  your  lienor  many  years.  Peusacola,  April  23,  1813.  Anastacio 
de  Arango.     To  his  honor  Don  ^[auricio  de  Zuniga. 

No.  19. — Official  note  from  the  engineer,  1>.  Anastacio  de  Arango,  cf  Mag  25,  1813.  In  an  official  mite  of 
23d  of  April  last  I  proposed  to  your  honor's  predecessor  the  discretionary  iMuvr  cf  proceeding  to  the  sale  of 
lands,  in  order  to  remedy  the  urgent  necessities  of  this  garrison,  such  as  have  not  occurred  in  the  course  of 
thirty-two  years,  owing  to  an  unfortunate  concatenation,  the  consequences  of  which  affect  us  at  present  by 
a  want  of  the  means  requisite  in  a  country  without  industry.  I  have  been  induced  to  repeat  the  same 
idea  bj'  a  continuation  of  the  want  of  means,  not  ouly  to  supply  what  is  requisite  in  my  branch,  but  also 
to  remedy  others  more  urgent,  at  a  time  wdicn  the  inhabitants  are  very  near  losing  all  hopes  of  the  arrival 
of  funds  to  satisfy  the  pending  credits.  Convinced  of  the  validity  of  the  reasons  I  before  stated,  and 
convinced,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  slow  progress  that  w-ould  undoubtedl_y  attend  the  affair  to  its  conclu- 
sion, I  believed,  as  I  yet  believe,  that  greater  injury  would  result  to  the  nation  from  the  delay  than  a 
hastening  (if  it  may  be  so  called)  of  the  mentioned  sale.  I  therefore  )iroposed  it,  waiving  even  the 
consideration  that  above  all  things  ought  to  be  attended  to,  as  its  princiiial  support,  namely,  the  imperious 
necessity  wdiich  impelled  my  proposition.  But,  happily,  in  this  most  important  affair  of  jiublic  felicity, 
our  wise  and  supreme  Congress  has  given  a  convenient  nnjtion  to  the  state  of  inactiem  in  wdiich  wo  were 
placed  with  respect  to  the  distribution  of  lands  liy  the  decree  which  his  Majesty  has  held  proper  to 
despatch  on  the  matter  on  the  4th  of  January  of  the  present  year.  The  Gth  and  1th  articles  <f  the  said 
benign  decree,  joined  to  the  absolute  want  of  means  to  attend  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  appear  to  me 
very  powerful  motives  to  proceed  to  the  sale  pointed  out,  without  that  delay  wdiich  our  necessities  do  not 
admit  of.  This  being  the  only  resource  left  us,  and  that  with  which  the  lost  credit  of  the  national^treasury 
may  be  in  some  measure  restored;  and  as  there  is  not  a  population  in  this  province  capable  of  employing 
even  the  third  part  of  the  lands  there  are  to  distribute,  there  tvill  be  a  sinjjl  ussage  for  the  j-eserve  provided  for 
in  the  Q>th  article.  The  active  credits  in  favor  of  sundry  inhabitants  against  the  national  treasury  for 
sundry  provisions  furnished  to  maintain  the  garrison  will  be  discharged,  as  also  the  just  claim  wdiich  this 
and  other  functionaries  have  for  the  last  thirty-seven  months,  during  wdiich  they  have  mit  received  tlieir 
wages.  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years.  Fensacola,  May  25,  1813.  Anastacio  de  Arango.  To 
his  honor  D.  M.  (ionzales  Jlanricjue. 

No.  20. — Official  note  from  the  commander  of  engineers,  D.  Anastacio  de  Arango,  cf  August  3,  1813.  The 
war  declared  by  various  tribes  of  Indians  against  the  United  States  will  most  likely  deprive  this  settle- 
ment of  the  auxiliary  means  of  subsistence  wdiich  they  receive  (particularly  in  winter)  by  the  carts  whicli 
descend  from  the  American  establishments  of  Tensaw  and  Alabama,  because  tlie  crops  will  be  much 
reduced  by  their  being  abandoned  by  the  laborers,  and  partly  destroyed  by  the  Indians.  For  these 
reasons,  together  with  the  impossibility,  from  fear  iif  the  said  Indians,  of  performing  the  long  journeys 
which  those  carts  have  to  make,  the  least  of  wdiich  is  thirty-two  leagues  through  a  wilderness,  the 
auxiliary  means  mentioned  cannot  be  expected.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it  becomes  uecessaiy  to 
proceed  immediately  to  collect  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  IVir  winter — the  season  of  greatest 
scarcity  likewise  in  New  Orleans,  the  only  point  from  whence  we  w-ould  be  able  to  obtain  any,  and  in 
which  place  they  must  likewise  feel  the  effects  of  the  aforesaid  war;  and  your  honor  being  without  the 
means,  and  the  "national  treasury  having-  lost  its  credit,  there  remains  to  your  honor  no  others  resource 
than  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the  captain  general  to  the  impossibility  of  providing  in  this 
place  the  necessary  sustenance  for  the  garrison,  so  that  his  excellency  may  have  time  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  to  fulfil  so  necessary  an  object,  while  he  ought  to  keep  in  view  the  very  fatal 
consequences  which  must  ensue  from  not  employing  the  anticipated  measures  which  the  case  requires,  as, 
likewise,  that  the  quantities  of  some  articles  of  provisions  cannot  be  fixed,  owing  to  the  uncertain  con- 
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sumption  occasioned  by  the  Indians,  to  whom  it  is  necessary  to  rjive  something  thai  the  evils  of  our  situation 
may  not  he  aggravated  Ihj  a  forfeiture  of  their  good  irill  towardfi  i(.s.  One  alternative  only  occurs  to  me — that 
is,  that  your  honor  apply  to  the  coiistitutiunul  ayuntaniiento,  tliat,  as  they  have  before  done,  thej-  may 
assist  with  their  advice  and  patriotism  to  secure  the  supply  I'or  the  town  and  relief  of  the  garrison.  The 
g-cntlenien  of  that  illustrious  cabildo,  in  tlic  scarcity  experienced  in  February  of  the  present  year,  enter- 
tained the  benevolent  and  generous  idea  of  mortgaging  their  own  jjroperty  to  a  certain  amount,  fur  which 
one  of  the  council  was  to  negotiate  for  provisions  in  New  Orleans,  insuring  the  amount  of  the  same 
(which  was  to  be  paid  on  the  several  terms  agreed  upon)  by  the  property  mortgaged,  and  the  losses  which, 
from  risks  of  the  sea,  enemies,  or  any  other  cause,  might  be  therein  sustained  to  be  on  account  of  said 
gentlemen.  The  said  provisions  to  be  given  to  the  town  and  national  treasury  at  the  cost  prices;  and, 
though  this  generous  resolution  did  not  take  affect,  we  ought  to  believe  it  was  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  provisions  felt  at  that  period  in  New  Orleans,  and  perhaps  they  would  be  able  at  that  time  to  realize 
it,  adding  for  the  greater  security  of  the  contract  an  estimate  and  express  mortgage  of  the  national  lands 
and  sales  that  may  be  made  thereof,  and  which  the  luminous  and  well-tried  patriotism  of  the  cabildo  render 
easy  to  effect,  in  order  to  succeed  in  the  project  dictated  by  the  most  commendable  disinterestedness  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  ayuntamiento.  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years.  Pensacola,  August  3,  1813. 
Anastacio  de  Arango.     To  his  honor  D.  ilatthew  Gonzales  Manricpie. 

No.  21. — Official  note  from  the  minister  of  finance,  Don  Antonio  Cahanis,  (f  Octotier  11,  1813.  The 
secretary  of  the  constitutional  ayuntamiento  of  this  place,  Don  Juan  de  la  Kua,  passed  an  otlicial  note  to 
me,  dated  6th  of  September  last,  giving  me  notice  of  the  determination  of  the  cabildo,  in  a  resolution  of 
the  same  daj-,  to  proceed,  as  jirovided  by  our  civil  constitution,  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the  province, 
to  \ny  oif  the  squares  Constitution  and  of  Ferdinand  YII,  as  also  the  vacant  lots,  communicated  to  me  in 
order  that  I  sttoidd  ><late  if  any  ol)jection  occurred  to  me  to  its  being  carried,  into  effect.  And  it  apjiearing  to 
me  to  be  an  affair  requiring  consideration,  I  deferred  the  answer  in  order  to  acquire  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, and  be  fully  competent  thereto.  In  another  official  note  of  the  0th  instant  the  said  secretarj'  requires 
of  me,  by  a  resolution  of  the  same  ayuntamiento,  the  answers  to  two  other  official  notes,  which  he  says  he 
passed  to  me  on  the  9th  and  20th  of  the  said  month  of  September,  in  which  it  appears  there  was  some 
irustake,  as  is  sufficiently  clear  from  the  tenor  of  the  answers  which  I  gave  him  on  the  same  day,  (6th,) 
because  the  official  note  of  the  9th  is  that  which  I  have  first  mentioned,  and  that  of  the  20th  did  not  come 
to  hand  until  after  the  demand,  when  he  delivered  me  the  duplicate  in  which  the  same  subject  is  included, 
adding  that  the  ayuntamiento  desires  that  I  proceed  to  the  delivery  of  the  land  archives,  the  adjudica- 
tion of  which  has  been  heretofore  in  charge  of  the  intendaucy,  because  it  is  said  that  this  business 
appertains  to  that  bodj'. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the  first  jioint  respecting  the  regulation  of  the  two  squares  and  vacant  lots 
treated  of  in  the  first  official  ].iaper,  no  difficulty  u-liatcver  j/resents  itself  to  me,  and  I  have  so  stated  to  the 
surveyor  general,  Don  V.  S.  Pintado,  in  answer  to  his  ofticial  note  of  the  1th  instant,  in  which  he  inserts 
another,  which  was  passed  to  him  by  the  aforesaid  secretarj^,  on  the  same  subject. 

Grounding  my  decision  on  tlie  law  of  the  10th  of  January  last,  which  your  lordshi[)  was  pleased  to 
send  me  with  that  of  the  8tli  of  May  following,  your  honor  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  ayuntamiento  will 
be  informed,  by  the  copy  I  annex,  of  my  good  intentions  to  contribute  to  the  object  of  their  deliberations, 
which  I  conceive  to  be  no  other  than  that  of  attending  to  the  i)resei'vation  of  this  province  so  destitute  of 
resources  and  succor.  With  respect  to  the  second  point,  which  is  reduced  to  the  delivery  of  the  land 
archives,  I  have  been  in  the  same  belief  that  I  ought  to  do  it,  but,  on  reading  the  said  law  of  4th  January 
several  times  over,  I  find  a  difliculty  i)resents  itself,  as  nothing  is  determined  in  it  particularly  respecting 
ivhat  shall  be  delivered;  and,  referring  to  what  is  provided  in  the  first  three  articles,  I  observe  that  the 
fourth  says:  "the  provincial  deputations  will  propose  to  the  Cortes,  by  means  of  the  regency,  the  times 
and  the  terms  in  which  it  may  be  suitable  to  carry  this  arrangement  into  effect  in  their  respective 
provinces,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  country;  and  the  lots  that  it  may  he  necessary  to  reserve 
to  the  municipalities,  so  that  the  Cortes  may  determine  what  may  be  most  expedient  for  each  Territory;'" 
and,  unless  the  resolution  of  the  Cortes  be  dropped,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  to  anticipate 
provincial  decrees  which,  in  such  a  case,  would  occasion  many  errors,  which  afterwards  would  be  hard  to 
remedj'. 

Besides  which,  I  ought  to  state  to  your  honors  that  the  greater  part  of  the  books  and  judicial  docu- 
ments, or  rather  almost  all,  are  voucliers  of  the  accounts  of  funds,  not  only  during  the  time  that  tlie 
inteudancy  has  subsisted  iu  this  place  since  the  early  part  of  the  year  1806,  but  also  what  was  found  in 
the  province  of  Louisiana,  and  it  was  charged  with  the  adjudication  of  land  claims  in  the  year  1799;  so 
tliat  to  part  *with  the  said  documents  (indispensably  requisite  to  prove  the  respective  settlements  of  the 
accounts)  would  be  to  deprive  all  those  responsible  of  the  power  to  produce  the  vouchers  of  their  discharge, 
and  much  more  should  I  be  committed  in  having  been  the  occasion  of  so  notable  a  defect.  Notwith- 
standing, after  mj'  having  received  the  aforesaid  law,  I  cannot,  neither  ought  I,  to  have  any  control  over 
the  grants  and  salcf  of  lands  which  before  were  appendant  to  the  intendancy  and  at  present  appertain  to 
the  ayuntamiento.  It  apjiears  to  me  that,  in  any  case  which  may  occur,  that  body  may  apply  to  the  sur- 
veyor general,  Don  Y.  S.  Pintado,  in  whose  office  may  be  found  (or  obtained)  all  the  information  necessary, 
and,  iu  case  of  doubt,  they  may  have  recourse  to  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  houses,  lots,  and  lands, 
because  each  one  of  them  ought  to  have  his  title  executed  in  due  form.  All  which  I  communicate  to  your 
honor  for  the  information  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  ayuntamiento,  of  which  your  honor  is  president,  and  in 
reply  to  the  aforementioned  oflicial  notes  from  the  secretary  thereof. 

Certificate. — By  Don  Carlos  Eeggio,  lieutenant  of  Louisiana  regiment  of  infantry,  and  secretary  of 
the  government  of  West  Florida: 

I  certify  that  the  copies  of  the  acts  which  precede,  numbered  1  to  IT,  are  taken  from  the  books  of  the  ■ 
iij'untamiento  which  were  formerly  in  this  place,  and  which  remain  deposited  in  this  office  of  secretaryship 
under  my  charge,  and  that  they  are  conformable  to  the  originals;  as  also  are  those  of  the  four  official 
notes  under  Nos.  18,  19,  20,  21,  likewise  found  in  said  office;  and  that  the  same  may  be  evident  pursuant 
to  the  decree  which  precedes,  I  give  the  present  iu  Pensacola,  September  10,  1816.  (Signed)  Carlos 
Ptcggio. 

Here  follow  the  copies  of  the  oflicial  papers  found  in  the  office  of  general  surveyorship  of  this  province: 

No.  1. — Official  note  from  the  ayuntamiento  of  October  6,  1813,  to  the  surveyor  general.  In  a  sitting  held 
by  this  constitutional  ayuntamiento  on  the  5th  instant,  his  honor  the  governor  being  president,  it  was 
resolved  to  write  you  officially,  that  you  proceed  as  surveyor  general  of  this  province  to  lay  off  the 
squares  of  this  town  according  to  usage  and  law,  as  likewise  the  lots  which,  by  the  arrangement  of  those 
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may  be  found  vacant,  td.tcetlior  with  the  otiier  hits  nf  tlie  town,  and  .specily  tlie  iiiiuilier  of  ]ii(s  coiil.-iiiicd 
in  the  phice  fVirnierly  destined  for  buihlini;-  a  ehurch,  \c.  15y  oimUt  oi'  the  said  Imdy  I  ciiiiiniuidiMh  d  the 
same  to  you  lor  your  intelliL;'ence.  (lixl  preserve  you  inaiiv  years.  Pensaeola,  Oclnlici'  (i,  lsi:i.  diian  i\f 
la  Ifua.  "  To  I).  V.  S.  Pintado. 

No.  2. — Tlie  namt'  lmn>icribed  lolhc  jirinrijinl  miiils/iT  nf  jintiucc  Uij  /In'  Kurrciinr  (jfurml ,  ( hiulirr  1.  Isi:;, 
With  date  of  yesterday  the  secretary  of  tlie  eoiistilulionai  ayuntaniieiilu  iidniincil  me  as  filhiws:  in  a. 
sitting,  &c.  The  wlucli  I  coinnmnii'-atc  to  you,  that  you  may  please  to  iufdnii  nir  what.  y<iu  lhird<  of  ihi- 
matter,  or  what  I  ong'ht  to  do.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  I'eiisiieohi,  (Iclnlicr  7,  IS]:;.  V.  S. 
Pintado.     To  Don  Antonio  C'ahauis. 

No.  3. — Anificer  of  the  pruicipal  Diini^ilir  to  the  surrcijor  (/rin'ral  the  name  day,  (Jetoher  7,  181:].  Having 
fully  informed  myself  with  res|ieet  to  the  suhjeet  of  ytnw  ollieial  note  of  to-day,  in  which  yon  transerilie(i 
for  me  one  which,  with  date  of  yesterday,  was  passed  to  yiai  by  the  secretary  of  i\\r  constitutional  ayiin- 
tamiento  of  this  place.  Den  .luan  do  la  Una,  stating  the  resolution  passed  in  sifting  of  tlie  .'ith  instant, 
that  you  proceed,  as  survc^'or  general  of  the  province,  to  lay  olf  the  squares  of  the  town  according  to  usage 
and  law,  as  also  the  vacant  lots  and  others  in  the  town,  and  specify  the  inimber  of  lots  contained  in  the 
sectional  division  (Manzana)  which  was  destined  for  the  building  of  a  church,  itc.  I  ought  to  inform  you,  in 
Compliance  with  your  request,  that  by  the  laiv  of  lite  ith  January  la^l,  ordered  to  lie  printed,  publishe(l,  and 
circulated,  and  complied  with,  which  was  decreed  by  the  supreme  council  of  regency  on  the  7th  of  tin; 
same  month,  it  is  ordered  tliat  tlie  unappropriated  lauds  lie  converted  into  private  j)roj)erti/,  and  the  eo<j nizanco 
and  didrit)ution  of  the  same  lie  eonnnitted  to  tlie  eoiu^titutional  ai/unlamiento,  f^uliject  to  tin:  jirovineial  dej/utalions, 
for  which  reason  I  can  have  no  olijection  to  your  compliance  with  the  desires  of  the  ayuntamiento, 
especially  as  this  body  is  invested  with  the  legitimate  authoritj',  and  arc  directing  their  views  to  the 
public  good,  and  to  attend  to  the  urgent  necessities  of  this  province  destitute  of  means  for  its  preservation. 
I  thus  conclude  my  answer  to  your  official  connnunication,  but  ought  to  observe,  that  you  will  have  to 
agree  with  the  said  ayuntamiento  for  the  gratification  corresponding  to  your  extra  services.  God  preserve 
j-ou  many  years.     Pensaeola  October  7,  1813.     (Signed)  Antonio  Calianas.     To  Don  V.  S.  Pintado. 

No.  4. — Official  note  of  the  surveyor  general,  of  October  11,  1813.  By  your  official  connnuuication  of  the 
6th  instant  you  were  pleased  to  communicate  to  me,  by  order  of  the  ayuntamiento  of  this  district,  of  which 
you  are  secretary,  that  in  their  sitting  of  the  preceding  day  it  was  determineil  by  the  said  ayuntamiento, 
]iresided  by  the  governor  of  the  province,  to  direct  me  as  snrve3'or  general,  to  proceed  to  the  survey  of 
the  squares  of  this  town  conformable  to  law  and  usage,  as  also  of  the  lots  and  (ither  property  which, 
agreeable  to  the  plan,  may  be  vacant,  and  to  specify  at  the  same  time  how  many  lots  are  contained  in  the 
area  destined  for  the  construction  of  a  church.  I  transcribed  the  said  i.ifficial  ciimmnnication  to  the  prin- 
cipal minister  of  finance,  and  the  same  day  said  officer  re)ilied  to  mc  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  accom- 
panying copy  marked  No.  1;  in  consequence  of  which  I  now  proceed  to  answer  you  in  the  order  of  the 
subject-matter  of  which  your  connnunication  of  the  said  decision  treats.  "For  the  laying  off  or  dennirca- 
tion  of  the  squares  of  this  town,  and  ascertaining  the  number  of  lots  which  may  prove  to  be  vacant  after  the 
regulation  which  is  solicited,  it  would  be  necessary  to  know  if  one  is  to  be  left  at  each  extremity  of  equal 
extent  for  symmetry;  as  the  laying  oft'  the  same  is  to  be  agreeable  to  law,  whether  it  be  understood  by  this 
expression  what  is  prescribed  in  law  9,  title  7,  booL  4,  of  the  Digest  of  the  Indies,  in  this  case,  which  of  the 
dimensions  which  the  said  law  directs  would  be  suitable  for  the  square  or  squares  of  this  town  ?  It 
would  then  become  necessary  to  form  a  diagram  representing  the  actual  extent  of  the  ground,  and  situa- 
tion of  the  houses,  buildings,  and  lots  of  the  national  domain  or  of  private  property  within  its  present 
area;  the  form  and  lignre  which  is  wished  to  be  given  to  the  same  by  the  proposed  arrangement,  &c.,  in 
order  that  it  belaid  before  the  ayuntamiento  for  their  determination,  alteration,  or  whatever  they  may 
deem  the  most  expedient  and  conformable  to  right,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  law  of  January  4,  cited 
iiy  the  minister;  making  to  me  in  anticipation  such  other  observations  and  advertencies  as  the  ayunta- 
miento may  judge  conducive  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  desires,  and  for  avoiding  embarrassments  which 
|iaralyze  the  operations.  It  would  not  appear  to  me  superfiuous  that  one  of  the  aldermen  should  be 
aiijiointed  to  have  an  understanding  with  me  as  to  the  details  of  the  scheme,  in  order  not  continually  to  bo 
molesting  the  attention  of  the  ayuntamiento.  If  by  the  ollwr  lots  of  the  town  is  understood  those"  which 
still  remain  to  be  distributed,  the  accompanying  note,  No.  2,  of  the  information  which  I  gave  to  the  jirin- 
cipal  minister  of  finance  on  the  loth  of  April  last,  as  well  of  the  town  lots  as  those  of  the  suburbs  then 
vacant,  which  were  subsequently  put  up  at  public  sale,  will  serve  for  their  intelligence.  As  to  the  number 
of  lots  sold,  the  said  minister  can  give  better  information;  as  I  have  not  j'et  an  exact  statement  of  the 
same,  I  have  to  advert  that,  in  my  otlicial  letter  which  accompanied  the  said  report,  I  stated  that  the  lots 
situated  to  the  north  of  the  yard  of  the  barracks,  and  bounded  by  the  same,  which  the  late  deceased 
Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  Josu  Noriega  possessed  and  claimed,  and  which,  by  the  new  plan  and  arrangement 
of  this  town  was  designated  by  No.  352,  and  ordered  to  he  strucf  from  the  plan  as  belonging  to  the  Slate,  as 
stated  in  the  official  letter  cf  the  late  governor  of  the  province,  D.  V.  Folch  y  Juan,  of  A  ugust,  30,  1809,  in  con- 
fornuty  with  which  the  said  number  was  affixed  to  another  lot  which  was  added  iu  the  town.  I  also 
informed  him  that  a  judicial  proceeding  was  pending  relative  to  a  piece  of  ground  of  a  triangular  form, 
which  was  to  be  added  to  the  lots  of  Beltran  Souchet  and  Tliomas  Villaseca  in  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  square,  in  order  to  correct  a  deformity,  on  their  paying  the  price  of  its  apin-aisement.  The  place  which 
was  destined  for  the  building  of  the  church,  dv.,  is  the  division  24,  situated  between  Intendencia,  Itomana,  Del 
Jlru,  and  3Iaresa  streets,  and  contains  12  lots,  of  which,  by  the  new  maj)  and  general  jilan  which  was 
formed  of  the  town,  72  feet  front  with  the  corresponding  depth,  were  destined  for  the  house  of  the  King's 
storekeeper,  D.  Francisco  Gonzales  dc  Jonte;  after  which  there  is  another  with  some  houses  which  are 
said  now  to  fie  1>.  E.  Sierra's,  for  wliich  lot  I  liww  no  other  title  than  that  of  the  possession  for  some  years. 
All  which  j-ou  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  illustrious  ayuntamiento  in  reply  to  your  ofliciai  comnni- 
nication.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensaeola,  October  11,  1813.  (Signed)  D.  V.  S.  Pintado. 
Addressed  to  D.  Juan  de  la  Kua. 

No.  5. — Heply  of  the  ayuntamiento  to  the  surveyor  general,  made  on  the  same  day,  October  11,  1S13.  The 
members  of  the  constitutional  ayuntamiento  of  this  town,  having  been  made  acquainted  with  the  official 
letter  which  you  were  pleased  this  day  to  address  me,  determined  on  naming  D.  Francisco  Gomez  alderman 
<  if  the  said  ayuntamiento,  in  order  that,  in  concert  with  the  said  gentlemen,  you  may  proceed  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  plan  of  this  town,  the  extent  of  the  square  or  s(piarcs,  and  the  symmetry  which  ought  to  be 
observed.  As  soon  as  it  is  lim'shed,  you  will  please  to  jiresent  it  to  the  ayuntamiento  for  their  approbation, 
and  carrying  the  same  into  eifect,  or  amending  it  if  they  deem  it  expedient.  God  preserve  yon  ruanv  years. 
Pensaeola,  October  11,  1813.     Juan  de  la  llua.     To  D.'V.  S.  I'intado. 
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No.  6. —  Official  note  of  the  surveyor  general  to  the  ayuntamiento,  dated  October  20,  1813.  Pursuant  to 
a  decree  of  the  constitutional  ayuntamiento  of  this  district,  in  the  sitting  of  the  11th  instant,  which  you 
communicated  to  me  under  tlic  same  date,  I  wait  on  you  witli  a  diagram  for  the  re-partition  into  iwelve  lots 
of  the  division  No.  24,  ichich  ivas  destined  for  a  church,  in  consequence  of  the  alderman,  D.  F.  Gomez,  ( authorized 
for  agreeing-  upon  the  details  of  the  operations  referred  to  in  the  said  decree  of  the  11th)  having  ordered 
to  commence  the  same  by  said  division,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  immediately  of  the  valuable  lots 
thereof,  and  oi  four  parrels  of  ground  which  became  vacant  by  the  reduction  of  Tarragona  street  to  the  width  of 
only  sixtij  feet,  as  you  will  see  by  the  plan,  by  reason  of  the  extreme  distress  which  threatens  us,  and  while 
what  relates  to  the  squares,  their  arrangement,  and  subdivision  of  the  excess  that  can  be  properly  combined 
and  laid  ofl",  as  has  been  ordered.  As  all  the  necessary  explanation  for  the  clear  understanding  of  the  same 
is  subjoined  in  a  note  to  the  said  plan,  I  omit  a  repetition  liere,  aud  have  only  to  observe  to  you  that  a 
duplicate  of  the  whole  remains  in  this  office  for  the  purpose  that  may  be  expedient.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  present  the  said  plan  to  the  illustrious  ayuntamiento,  in  order  tliat,  on  the  inspection  of  the  same,  they 
may  resolve  what  they  may  consider  most  suitable,  and  to  advise  me  of  what  they  maybe  pleased  to  alter 
or  modify.  If  the  draught  or  diagram  should  be  approved  and  ordered  to  be  adopted,  j-ou  will  have  the 
goodness"  to  inform  me  thereof,  and  to  enclose  a  copy  of  their  decision  in  order  that  it  may  appear  in 
evidence  in  due  form,  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  adverting  that  the  whole  is  marked  on  the  ground 
exactly  as  it  is  represented  in  the  plan.  In  the  event,  therefore,  of  its  being  ajiproved,  there  will  be  nothing 
further  to  be  done  on  my  side  in  tho  matter.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensacola,  October  20,  1813. 
(Signed)  V.  S.  Pintado.     Addressed  to  D.  Juan  de  la  Rua. 

No. 7. — Bephj  to  the  same,  made  on  the  25lh  of  said  month,  1813.  In  an  extraordinary  council  held  by 
the  constitutional  ayuntamiento  of  this  town,  at  their  sitting  on  the  21st  of  the  current  month,  the  official 
letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  having  been  read,  and  the  jjlan  presented  for  their  approba- 
tion, the  members  of  the  ayuntamiento,  with  a  full  knowlege  of  the  whole,  resolved  that  it  was  perfectly 
regular,  and  met  their  approbation;  they  further  directed  that  you  should  proceed,  in  concert  with  Don 
Francisco  Gomez,  until  the  conclusion  of  what  remained  to  be  measured,  including  the  lots  which  the 
syndic  stated  (agreeable  to  the  accompanying  list)  could  be  disposed  of  in  continuation  of  those  of 
the  square.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensacola,  October  25,  1813.  (Signed)  Juan  de  la  Rua, 
secretary.     Addressed  to  Don  V.  S.  Pintado. 

No.  8. — Official  letter  of  the  survetjor  general  to  the  ayuntamiento,  December  2,  1813.  I  wait  on  your 
honorable  body  with  a  draught  of  the  plan  for  the  regulating  and  delineation  of  the  two  squares  of  this 
town,  designation  of  the  hjts  for  public  buildings,  and  of  those  which  may  become  salable  between  the 
two  squares,  formed  in  concert,  and  with  the  intervention  of  the  regidor,  Don  Francisco  Gomez,  pursuant 
to  the  orders  of  your  honorable  body  in  the  sittings  of  the  otli,  and  21st,  and  11th  of  October  last.  As 
soon  as  the  said  draught  (or  scheme)  shall  have  been  examined,  and  your  lionorsmay  be  pleased  to  direct 
its  adoption,  or  any  alterations  or  modifications  which  you  maj'  deem  expedient,  you  will  please  to  return 
it  to  me  with  corresponding  annotations,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  efl'ect  what  may  be  determined 
on  in  making  the  copy  which  would  remain  in  my  keeping.  God  preserve  your  honors  many  years. 
Pensacola,  December  2,  1813.  (Signed)  V.  S.  Pintado.  Addressed  to  the  illustrious  ayuntamiento  of 
this  place. 

No.  <d,— Official  letter  of  the  alcalde,  D.  Jayme  Fontenuls,  of  April  21,  1813.  In  the  council  of  the  18th 
instant,  among  other  things,  it  was  resolved  that  an  official  letter  should  be  passed  to  you,  requesting 
you  to  furnish  Lieutenant  D.  Bernado  Prieto,  volunteer  engineer  in  charge  of  the  department,  with  a  copy 
of  the  new  plan,  or  to  favor  him  with  the  diagram  for  the  purpose  of  copying  it,  informing  him  of  everything 
which  it  embraces,  agreeable  to  the  solicitation  of  the  said  engineer,  through  the  medium  of  the  governor 
of  this  province.  Pursuant  thereto,  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  information,  and  that  you 
may  please  to  carry  it  into  effect.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensacola,  April  21,  1814.  (Signed) 
Jayme  Fontenals.     Addressed  to  D.  V.  S.  Pintado. 

No.  10. — Reply  of  the  surveyor  general,  made  April  22,  1814.  In  a  reply  to  your  official  letter  ol 
yesterday  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  no  objection  to  furnish  the  plan  requested  by  tlie  volunteer  engineer, 
D.  Bernado  Prieto ,  in  oi'der  that  he  may  copy  it,  and  inform  himself  of  everything  which  it  embraces,  under 
the  express  condition  that  it  shall  be  returned  to  me  as  early  as  possible,  as  it  belongs  to  this  office,  where 
it  is  daily  wanted,  seeing  that  it  is  the  only  document  whereby  the  situation  and  figure  are  known  of  the 
lots  sold,  or  ordered  to  be  sold  by  this  aj-uutamiento,  between  the  squares  of  the  Constitution  and  Ferdi- 
nand VII,  and  evidence  of  the  approbation  and  other  requisites.  You  will  please  to  name  the  person  who 
is  to  receive  it  from  me,  in  order  that,  at  the  time  of  its  delivery,  he  may  furnish  me  with  the  corresponding 
voucher.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensacola,  April  22, 1814.  (Signed)  V.  S.  Pintado.  Addressed 
to  D.  Jayme  Fontenals. 

No.  11. — Official  note  of  the  governor  ad  interim,  D.  Jose  de  Soto,  to  the  surveyor  general,  dated  August 
19,  1815.  Please  to  furnish  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  plan  of  this  town,  which 
was  made  by  you  in  consequence  of  the  new  figure  which  was  given  to  it  by  the  cx-ayuntamiento  /b?'  the 
sidxlivision  into  lots  of  what  was  the  military  square,  and  the  other  grounU  plats  destined  for  the  church 
and  military  buildings.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensacola,  August  19,  1815.  (Signed)  Jose  de 
Soto.     Addressed  to  Don  V.  S.  Pintado. 

Certificate. — Don  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  captain  of  infantry,  and  his  Majesty's  surveyor  general 
of  V\''est  Florida:  I  certify  that  the  preceding,  numbered  from  one  to  eleven,  are  conformable  to  the 
originals  which  arc  in  this  office  under  my  charge,  to  wiiich  I  refer;  and  in  compliance  with  the  preceding 
decree  I  give  the  present,  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  this  13th  day  of  the  month  of  September,  1816.  (Signed) 
V.  S.  Pintado. 

Projected  plan  for  the  distribution  into  lots  of  division  24,  cf  the  town  of  Pensacola,  irhich  was  destined 
for  the  building  of  the  church  and  other  putjlic  erections,  agreeable  to  tiie  resolution  and  decision  of  the  con- 
stitutional ayuntamiento  of  this  district,  in  their  sittings  of  the  5th  and  11th  instant,  and  with  tiie  consent 
of  the  principal  minister  of  public  iinaTice,  in  his  official  note  of  the  Itli  instant,  wliicli  plan  (or  scheme) 
was  formed  in  concert  with  the  advice  of  the  regidor,  D.Francisco  Gomez,  who  assisted  in  the  operations, 
being  authorized  by  the  said  ajuutamiento  in  their  sitting  of  the  11th  for  this  purpose,  communicated  tome 
through  their  secretary,  at  the  request  of  the  atbrementione<l  regidor.  wlio  directed  the  commencement  of 
tlie  same  before  the  regulation  of  the  squares,  and  that  a  separate  diagram  of  its  subdivision,  for  the 
purpose  of  elfecting  the  sale  of  the  lots  in  consequence  of  the  urgent  necessity;  this  being  the  spirit  of 
their  deliberation,  though  not  expressed  in  their  official  letter  of  the  11th,  in  which  the  secretary  commu- 
nicated to  me  the  resolution  in  their  sitting  of  the  said  day.  . 
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KrplanolioD.t  and  adirrlcncies. — The  division  24,  separated  iiiti.)  two  jiai'ts  liy  'rarragoiia  street,  wliicli 
is  prolong'ed  for  the  present,  and  tliesc  two  parts  wi'i'e  nnited,  the  one  inehidiiij;-  Manresa  street  as  far  as 
division  23,  the  other  inehulint;-  15ru  street  as  far  as  division  25,  in  eonsecpienee  <il'  wiiii  li  it  will  lu' 
necessary  to  atlix  the  nunilier  2-4  to  another  division  <it'  a  new  location  in  order  not  to  interrupt  I  hi'  series 
of  tlie  numeration  of  the  divisions.  Tiie  said  twu  parts  of  the  division  24  are  represented  in  n</  im  the 
phm,  and  contain  the  twelve  lots  desig-nated  liy  the  nuniher.s  353  nntil  3G7,  inchisive,  of  which  nnmlier 
353  is  where  the  house  occupied  by  Don  Francisco  Jonte  is  situated,  and  357  has  some  snndl  hduses  of 
Don  E.  A.  Sierra.  The  reason  of  passing  from  353  to  357  is  because  tiie  first  was  given  to  the  lot  under 
this  number  in  the  arrangement  which  was  made  by  the  government  and  iiitendaiicy  in  18I)S,  and  the 
357  is  tliat  which  follows  in  a  regular  series  after  the  last  number  of  the  lots  which  were  before  lo(-ated 
in  the  town,  which  amounted  to  35G.  The  twelve  lots  of  which  division  24  was  composed  arc  all  rect- 
angular, and  their  dimensions  are  marked  in  the  jilan  in  leet  and  inches  of  London,  the  measuii'  in  use  in 
this  town,  and  the  dotted  lines  denote  the  fences  actually  existing.  Tarragona  street,  which  was  of  an 
enormous  width,  was  reduced  to  sixty  feet,  as  the  regitlor  rei)resente<l  the  necessity  of  the  same.  In 
conseijiience  thereof,  the  four  |)arcels,  A,  B,  C,  D,  between  the  said  street  and  lots  Nos.  278,  27t»,  2',»3, 
294,  become  vacant,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  also  noted,  and  wdiat  the  said  regidor  stated,  that  they 
might  be  adjudicated  to  each  of  the  owners  of  the  said  four  lots  on  which  the  portions  in  iiuestion  IiouikI, 
lor  their  apjn'aised  iirice,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  regulation  of  the  street  with  the  gojicral  and  individual 
interest  of  the  proprietors  of  the  aforementioned  four  hjts,  whose  names  are  also  expressed  in  the  plan. 
Pensacola,  October  20,  LSI3.  (Signed)  V.  S.  Pintado,  Francisco  Gomez.  The  present  is  a  cfipy  of  the 
one  delivered  to  the  ayuntamiento.     (Signed)  V.  S.  Pintado,  Francisco  Gomez. 

Crrlijiratt'. — Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  captain  of  infautrj^,  iiml  his  Majesty's  surveyor  general  of 
West  Florida:  I  certify  that  the  present  plan,  with  the  antecedent  title  and  exidanation,  is  u  literal  copy 
from  the  original,  which  is  in  the  archives  under  ni_y  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and,  pursuant  to  a  decree 
of  the  4th  instant,  I  give  the  present,  in  Pensacola,  Septendjer  18,  1816.     (Signed)   V.  S.  Pintado. 

Flan  2. — Draught  of  the  new  plan  for  regulating  the  two  squares  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  at  the 
eastern  and  western  extremities  of  the  present  one;  determination  of  the  extent  of  each,  and  the  position 
and  dimensions  of  the  ground  i)lots  destined  for  the  btiilding  of  a  church,  and  other  public  edilices,  cor- 
rection, regulation,  and  demarcation  of  the  latter  at  present,  or  previously  existing,  and  of  those  belonging 
to  individuals;  subdivision  of  the  excedent  ground  for  salable  lots;  representation  of  the  public  buildin<''s 
according  to  their  actual  situations,  &c.,  formed  and  delineated  by  D.  V.  S.  l^intado,  captain  of  infantry 
and  surveyor  general  of  West  Fhirida,  pursuant  to  an  act  and  resolution  of  the  illustrious  aj-untamiento 
of  this  district,  in  their  sittings  of  the  5th,  11th,  and  21st  of  October  last,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
princi]ial  minister  of  linance,  in  his  i.itlicial  letter  of  the  7tii  of  the  said  month,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
directions  of  Don  Francisco  (nunez,  specially  authorized  in  their  sittings  of  the  lllli,  to  agree  with  the 
said  surveyor  in  the  details  of  the  plan. 

Krplaiiationg  and  advoiencies. — To  the  western  square,  formerly  called  that  of  Ferdinand  VII,  has 
been  affixed  the  name  of  the  square  of  the  Constitution,  conformably  to  order  of  the  general  and  extra- 
ordinary Cortes  of  1812;  and  to  the  eastern  square,  formerly  called  Seville  square,  has  been  given  the 
name  of  Ferdinand  VII.  The  dimensions  of  the  squares  and  lots  projected  and  laid  off,  and  of  those 
which  are  actually  fenced,  are  noted  in  the  plan  in  feet  and  inches  of  London,  the  former  with  black 
ciphers,  and  the  latter  with  red;  the  black  lines. between  the  two  squares  denote  the  demarcation  pro- 
jected, and  the  red  represent  the  actual  ligure  and  situation  of  the  lots  and  fences  as  they  at  present 
stand;  the  ciphers  within  the  dotted  black  lines  denote  the  width  which  is  left  to  the  squares'  and  streets, 
and  the  red  ciphers  within  the  red  dotted  lines  represent  the  measurements  made  to  ascertain  the  situa- 
tion of  the  existing  lots  and  buildings,  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing  their  situation  on  the  plan.  The 
block-houses  and  other  old  buildings  belonging  to  the  national  domain  which  remain  in  the  squares  and 
in  the  new  street,  and  which  now  serve  for  magazines  and  barracks,  as  also  the  guard-house  (a)  in  ruins, 
which  remains  in  Commandancia  street,  will  hereafter  have  to  be  demolished,  when  it  may  become 
necessary  to  build  others,  and  also  the  house  (/))  in  ruins  which  remains  in  Church  street,  and  which, 
with  the  lot  to  the  north  of  the  barracks,  (K,)  is  claimed  by  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  Lieut.  Col.  Jose  de 
Noriega.    The  present  military  kitchen,  (e,)  the  present  church,  {d,)  and  the  house  in  ruins,  (c.) 

liefercnces. — (+)  lot  for  the  church;  (A)  idem  for  the  consistor^y  and  principal  corps  de  guard;  (li) 
idem  for  the  public  jail;  (C)  idem  for  the  custom-house  and  revenue  office;  (D)  the  intended  reduced  area 
of  the  ground  on  which  the  government  houses  stand,  and  the  garden,  the  actual  dimensions  of  which 
are  represented  by  the  red  lines;  (E)  grounds  reserved  for  the  market-house  and  public  magazines;  (F) 
ground  and  house  belonging  to  the  Rev.  James  Coleman,  from  which  is  taken  off  the  portion  marked  for 
the  purpose  of  straightening  Commandancia  street,  and  for  which  he  is  indemnified  by  other  portions  to 
the  north  and  east  of  the  lots  contained  between  the  black  and  red  lines;  {G)  houses  and  lot  belonging 
in  moiety  to  Pablo  Granpera  and  Francisco  Tillas,  who  consented  to  relinquish  twenty  feet  of  the  eastern 
side  for  a  lane,  (/, )  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  egress  from  tlie  barracks  (A')  to  the  bay  on  condition 
that  a  like  extent  should  be  given  them  on  Barracks  street,  which  was  of  sixty  feet  width,  and  is  reduced 
to  forty,  like  the  others  of  this  y.dan,  and  to  whom  it  wiudd  be  expedient  to  conve_y,  for  their  value,  the 
portions  to  the  north  and  south,  designated  between  the  black  and  red  lines,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  regularity  and  symmetry;  (H)  lot  on  which  stands  the  ball  room  and  buildings  of  D.  Juan  Cazenave 
and  Ll.  Juan  Francisqui;  (/)  ground  reserved  for  a  national  hospital;  (J)  ground  of  the  old  barracks 
which  were  burnt,  reserved  with  the  extent  laid  down  for  their  eventual  rebuilding,  and  for  their  kitchens, 
and  for  those  of  the  actual  barracks,  as  the  present  one  is  situated  on  the  salable  lots  Xos.  16  and  18; 
(K)  actual  barracks,  with  their  area  or  yard,  to  which  two  portions  to  the  oast  and  west  are  added,  and 
those  to  the  north  and  south  taken  off;  (i)  lot  for  the  building  of  the  national  magazines;  (J/")  the 
present  public  prison  and  principal  corps  de  guard,  with  the  area  whicli  is  destined  for  the  same  by  the 
arrangements  of  1807,  1808,  and  1809;  (N)  U-iangle  which,  by  the  aforesaid  arrangement,  was  directed 
to  be  added  to  the  lots  of  Beltran  Souchet  and  Thomas  Villaseca,  on  their  paying  the  appraised  value,  in 
relation  to  which  the  judicial  proceeding  was  followed  up;  (Xo.  1)  lot  for  a  pul)lic  school;  (No.  2)  lot  for 
the  parish  vicar;  (No.  3  until  20,  inclusive,)  salable  lots,  unless  any  iif  them  sliould  be  separated  for 
the  aforesaid  deceased  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Pensacola,  Pccember  1,  1813.  (Signed)  V.  S.  Pintado, 
Francisco  Gomez. 

In  this  day's  session  the  present  plan  was  approved  of  in  all  its  parts  in  this  constitutional  ayunta- 
miento, and  the  carrying  the  same  into  effect  was  decreed,  and,  by  order  of  the  same,  I  record  it  in  the 
town  of  Pensacola,  December  7,  1813.     (Signed)   Felix  Talla,  secretary  ad  iufrrim. 
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Certifiratc— Bon  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  captain  of  infontry,  and  his  Majesty's  surveyor  general 
of  West  "Florida:  I  certify  that  the  i)resent  is  an  exact  transcript  from  the  original,  which,  with  its 
explanatory  notes,  exist  in  these  archives  under  my  charge,  to  whicli  I  refer;  and,  pursuant  to  a  decree 
of  tlio  4t!i  of  September  last,  I  give  the  present  in  "Pensacola,  October  31,  1816. 

jSTote  1.— To  the  squares  in  '(picstion  the  names  of  Ferdinand  VII  and  Seville  were  restored  after  the 
publication  of  tlir.  royal  decree,  dated  in  Valencia,  1814. 

Note  2.— The  copy  of  the  old  plan  of  the  square,  which  was  asked,  is  omitted,  as  the  whole  is  included 
and  represented  in  the  jiresent  plan.     Date  lU  mpra.     (Signed)  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado. 

Petition  hi/  the  Ileverend  James  Coleman.— To  the  governor  and  sub-delegate  of  finance:  Don  Santiago 
Ccdeman,  vicar  and  ecclesiastical  judge  of  the  parochial  church  of  St.  Michael,  of  Pensacola,  respectfully 
represents  to  your  honor  that,  from  time  immemorial,  division  No.  24  of  this  town  was  destined  for  the 
building  of  a  church  thereon;  doubtless  from  its  situation  with  regard  to  the  ancient  figure  of  the  town, 
and  as  most  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  8,  title  1,  book  4,  ff  the  Digest  of  the  Indies.  He  represents 
that  the  dedication  of  the  said  lot  to  so  holy  a  purpose  is  not  of  mere  tradition,  because,  exclusive  of  the 
sanction  given  to  the  same,  handed  down  from  one  to  another  in  regular  succession,  it  derives  a  further 
confirmation  from  the  assent  at  all  times  given  thereto  by  the  constituted  authorities,  and  particularly 
from  the  intendant  of  this  province,  D.  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  and  the  governor  of  the  same,  D.  Vicente 
Folch  y  Juan;  when,  in  the  year  1807,  the  former  proposed  to  the  latter  that  the  plan  of  the  town  should 
be  regulated 'anew,  and  a  permanent  figure  given  tiiereto.  Thus  he  expresses  himself  in  the  fourth 
observation  contained  in  his  official  letter  of  August  26:  "The  ground  destined  for  a  church  is  diminished 
on  the  western  side  by  the  houses  of  the  King's  storekeeper,  D.  Francisco  Jonte,  and  that  occupied  by  D. 
Francisco  Morej(ni;  it  would  therefore  appear  proper  to  reduce  the  said  lot  in  the  same  ratio  on  the 
eastern  side  so  that  the  church  may  face  the  wide  street,  with  its  corresponding  collateral  streets,  for  the 
l)urpose  of  facilitating  the  communication  to  the  part  situated  in  the  rear  of  the  church."  And  the 
governor,  in  acceding  to  the  arrangement  of  the  new  plan  proposed,  replies  in  the  following  words,  as 
ciiutained  in  the  fifth  paragraph  of  his  official  letter:  "The  fourth  observation  refers  to  the  diminution 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  sectional  division  destined  for  a  church  and  other  public  buildings  by  the 
lots  on  which  are  situated  the  houses  of  the  King's  storekeeper,  D.  Francisco  Jonte,  and  those  of 
Captain  D.  Juan  Domingues,  now  occupied  by  the  Lieutenant  D.  Francisco  Morejou.  If,  therefore,  the 
church  and  other  buildings  should  be  erected,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Domin- 
gues' house,  on  account  ijf  its  smallness  and  bad  construction,  ought  to  be  demolished,  because  it  was 
granted  on  this  condition;  that  < if  the  King's  storekeeper,  on  account  of  its  solidity  and  .spaciousness, 
ought  to  be  purchased  for  account  of  the  crown  or  the  public,  for  a  rectory  or  dwelling  of  the  vicar  of 
the  parish,  because  I  consider  it  would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  King  to  acquire  this  property  than  to 
make  new  erections.  The  street  may  remain  in  the  space  allowed  for  tliis  purpose  between  the  said 
house  belonging  to  Jontii  and  the  lot  No.  169."  The  surveyor  general,  in  his  official  letter  of  March  1,  1808, 
accompanying  the  new  plan  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  intendancy  and  government,  likewise 
recognizes  the  said  lot  as  appropriated  for  the  church,  as  it  states  in  the  ninth  paragraph:  "In  the  scries 
of  number  of  lots,  the  four  granted  within  the  old  military  square  arc  included,  and  also  that  in  the 
occupation  of  the  King's  storekeeper,  D.  Francisco  de  Jonte,  in  division  twenty-four,  reserved  for  the 
church  and  other  buildings."  This  granted,  the  church  had  an  incontestable  right  to  the  said  division 
number  twenty-four,  or  to  the  greater  part  of  it,  notvvitlijStanding  there  was  no  concession  made  with 
accustomed  formalities,  as  the  general  agreement  upon  this  point  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  incon- 
trovertible title.  Notwithstanding  what  lias  been  said  in  the  year  1813,  when  the  garrison  was  reduced 
to  the  last  stage  of  distress  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the  government  to  victual  them,  owing  to 
the  total  want  of  funds  for  the  purchase  of  provisions,  the  ayuntamiento,  animated  by  their  desire  to 
preserve  the  town  and  troops,  and  considering  the  ground  in  question  as  unfit  for  the  high  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended,  in  consequence  of  its  being  boggy,  and  having  no  population  in  its  rear,  although 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  directed  that  it  should  be  laid  oif  in  lots  and  sold  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
.supplies  for  the  garrison  and  those  attached  thereto.  These  were  sulisequeiitly  sold,  and  the  delineation 
and  regulation  of  the  squares  were  simultanoously  ordered,  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  9,  title  t, 
book  4,  of  the  digest  of  these  kingdoms,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  ground  in  the  larger  square 
of  the  two  was  designated  for  the  building  of  a  church  and  other  necessary  edifices  for  the  services  and 
uses  of  the  same;  and  other  lots  were  assigned  for  royal  and  puljlic  buildings,  such  as  the  custom-house, 
revenue  office,  corps  de  guard,  prison,  hall,  and  offices  of  the  ayuntamiento,  &c.,  and  the  remainder  was 
divided  into  other  lots  which  were  laid  olf  and  sold  in  like  manner  as  those  of  division  24,  by  beat  of  drum 
and  public  crier,  as  is  the  custom,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  garrison.  The  exponent,  trusting  in 
the  firmness  and  stability  of  these  dispositions,  which  were  carried  into  cflect  with  scrupulousness  and 
solemnity,  yielded  his  tacit  consent  by  the  mere  circumstance  of  having  made  no  opposition  thereto;  but 
it  afterwards  ha])pened  that  when  some  of  the  purchasers  were  about  to  enclose  and  build  on  the  lots 
which  they  had  bimght  and  paid  for  between  the  two  squares,  th<i  predecessor  ad  inlerim  of  your  honor. 
Colonel  Don  Jose  de  Soto,  stopped  them,  and  used  his  eflbrts,  by  writing,  to  have  the  whole  annulled  by 
superior  authority,  regardless  of  the  incalculable  damage  and  confusion  which  he  was  about  to  occasion; 
and,  although  the  result  is  not  known,  the  church  has  since  that  time  been  despoiled,  or,  at  least,  without 
any  security  for  what  belongs  to  it.  As  such  a  long  interval  has  elapsed  without  any  decision  having 
transpired,  the  petitioner  fears  that  if  he  should  preserve  a  longer  silence  in  relation  to  this  property  of 
the  Lord,  and  should  it  be  lost,  he  would  be  accused  of  unpardonable  neglect.  Therefore,  following 
the  counsel  of  Father  Saragoza,  who  tells  us  that  brevity  should  not  be  made  at  the  cost  of  the  object 
treated  of,  nor  of  persjiicacity,  the  exponent  is  under  the  inqierious  necessity  of  submitting  to  your  honor 
this  prolix  representation,  in  order  that,  after  duo  consideration  of  its  tenor,  you  may  be  pleased  to  decide 
definitely  as  to  the  allotment  of  the  ground  for  the  building  of  a  cliurch.  And,  if  in  a  suitable  place,  and 
not  operating  to  the  injury,  or  lialile  to  be  claimed  hy  any  other  individual,  you  will  cause  the  proper  patent 
to  be  issued,  in  order  that,  under  this  securitj',  lie  may  immecliately  commence  taking  steps  to  have  a  church 
built,  as  the  store  is  so  indecent  in  which  divine  wor.sliiji  is  temi>orarily  celebrated,  and  its  being  further 
tlircatened  with  approaching  ruin,  for  which  purpose,  and  there  l>eing  no  funds  belonging  to  the  iabric, 
not  even  the  oJilata  assigned  by  his  Majesty,  which  has  not  been  received  during  seven  years,  it  is  intended  to 
solicit  the  aid  of  the  faithful  "parishioners  of  this  parish,  and  of  those  of  the  city  of  Havana,  as  also  of  his 
lordship  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  for  such  contributions  as  their  Christian  piety  may  induce  them  to  grant 
as  an  homage  rendered  to  Cod;  having  rccour.se,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  chief  of  the  department  of 
finance,  in   order   thai    lie   may   be   pleased   to  assign   therefrom   the    third   part  of  the  costs  of  same,  as 
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jiroscribeil  in  the  laws  oil  ami  5tli  of  the  sn-onil   titlr,  I k  1st  ul"  tlie  (lii;'('st;   I  tlicTi'rorc  boj;-   ami  ciitrr::! 

that  yimr  luHKir  will   please  to  order  and  determine  as  1  have  solieited,  lieinj;'  (MHil'ormalile  to  justice,  ami 
in  I'lirtheranee  of  the  service  of  both  Majesties.     I'ensacola,  Aiij;-nst  5,  1815.      (Si;j,-ned)  James  Cnlcniaii. 
Onh'i: — I'ensaeola,  September  21,  1810.     Let  tiie  survevor  g-eneral  report.      (Sig-ne(l)    .Maxeiil. 

la'port  (if  the  nurivj/or. — To  the  L^'overmir  and  snli-delef;-ate  of  linance:  The  statement  made  liy  the 
vicar  and  ecclesiastical  judg'c  of  this  holy  parochial  chnrcli  is  so  tdear,  ^'enuine,  and  conformable  to  the 
documents  relative  to  this  matter  which  exists  in  these  archives,  and  to  the  traditions,  hiws,  facts,  and 
events  which  he  (piotes,  that  I  have  oidy  to  refer  to  his  narration  of  the  sanie.  Tin'  churrh  is,  indeed, 
despoiled  of  the  lot  which  was  reserved  for  it,  and  withont  security  for  tin'  one  which  was  alt<'rwards 
desio-nated,  from  the  reasons  which  he  alleges:  when,  liy  order  of  the  late  ayuntamiento,  the  sijnares  were 
regulated  and  their  dimensions  lixed,  due  regard  was  had  to  what  the  law  i)rescribes,  law  9,  title  7,  book 
4  of  the  Digest  of  the  Indies,  and  which  is  couched  in  these  words:  "  Should  the  principal  sijuare  where 
the  town  is  to  bo  commenced  be  on  the  seacoast,  it  ought  to  be  made  at  the  landing  of  the  port,  and, 
should  it  be  an  inland  situation,  then  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  the  form  of  an  oblong,  of  at  least  one 
and  a  half  the  length  of  its  width,  because  it  will  1k'  more  suitable  for  processions  on  horseback  and 
others;  its  extent  on,glit  to  be  proportioned  to  the  nund)er  of  inhabitants,  and  it  ought  to  Vjc  kept  in  view 
that  the  town  may  gradually  increase;  it  ought  not  to  be  less  than  200  feet  in  l)readth  and  .iOO  feet  in 
length,  nor  greati'r  than  800  feet  in  length  and  532  in  width,  ;ind  it  will  lie  (if  a  middling  ami  good 
proportion  if  it  should  be  600  feet  in  length,  400  in  width,  t*i:c." 

The  Sth  law  of  the  same  title  and  liook  was  also  t;dven  into  consiileration  as  it  relates  to  the  locality 
for  the  building  of  the  cluu'ch,  which,  although  the  town  should  border  on  a  coast,  directs  that  it  should 
be  erected  in  such  a  situation  that  it  may  be  seen  from  the  sea,  and  the  fabric  to  serve  as  a  defence  of 
the  port,  apin'o]iriating  lots  near  the  same  for  this  purpose,  and  not  in  the  continuation  of  the  town  where 
there  are  royal  buildings  and  shtips  belonging  to  individuals."  In  conformity  with  the  said  laws,  seeing  the 
small  extent  of  this  town,  and  the  inconsiderable  numlier  of  its  inhabitants,  ;j5(j  feet  English  were  assigned 
to  the  principal  square  for  its  width  from  side  to  side,  and  620  feet  English  for  its  length,  likewise 
extending  to  the  bay  on  the  shortest  side;  and  hence  the  two  squares  are  of  middling  extent  and  well 
proportioned,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  law,  seein,g  the  ditferenco  between  the  foot  of  Burgos  and  that 
of  London  for  a  town  of  so  few  inhabitants  of  every  description,  which  scarce  amounts  to  2,000  of  every 
color,  sex,  and  age;  having  located  in  the  principal  square  the  lots  for  the  erection  of  a  church  and  other 
buildings  in  a  suitable  situation,  and  conformable,  in  my  opinion,  to  legislative  provision,  and  to  the 
adaptation  of  local  circumstances,  as  your  honor  may  best  acquire  a  knowledge  of  by  the  plan  or  drawing 
which  is  in  the  secretary's  oiSce  of  this  government,  as' copied  from  the  original,  which  is  in  the  office  of 
archives  under  my  charge.  Thus  was  reduced  to  two  squares  that  vast  plane  of  indeterminate  space 
which  was  previously  of  1,125  feet  in  length  by  1,006  English  feet,  at  least,  in  width,  and  which  after- 
wards, by  the  two  sectional  divisions  granted  and  distributed  in  the  year  1804  by  Don  Vicente  Folch  y 
Juan,  late  governor  of  this  priivinco,  was  reduced  to  the  same  length,  1,725  feet  English,  and  to  the  width 
of  020  feet  on  the  shortest  side  as  far  as  the  bay;  which  arc  the  dimensions  which  it  still  has  in  conse- 
quence of  the  suspension  of  what  was  done  by  the  late  ayuntamiento,  and  which  is  improperly  called  a 
square  in  all  its  extent,  having  in  its  centre,  and  scattered  without  order,  so  many  liouses  and  buildings 
belonging  both  to  the  crown  and  individuals;  and  even  were  it  otherwise,  wliat  an  enormous  sijuare 
would  it  be  for  a  town  like  this  wdien  few  of  the  most  famous  cities  have  one  of  equal  extent  !  I  have 
said  plane  of  indeterminate  space,  because,  besides  the  two  sectional  divisions,  other  grants  of  lots  have 
been  made  therein  to  individuals;  others  obtained  permission  to  build  on  and  fence  a  portion  thereof,  and 
he  who  did  not  extend  at  discretion  built  without  order  or  sj-mmetry;  and  even  for  the  garden  or  govern- 
ment house  much  more  was  taken  than  it  before  had,  nothing  of  which  would  have  happened  if  the 
precise  dimensions  of  the  square  or  squares,  their  form  and  figure,  and  what  respectively  belonged  to  each 
royal  or  private  building,  had  been  opportunately  determined — the  present  conflict  would  thus  have  been 
avoided;  but  even  in  the  general  arrangement  Avhich  was  made  in  the  years  1807,  1808,  and  18011,  this  was 
not  treated  of,  but  left  for  another  time.  This  mode  of  distribution  and  designation  of  the  dimensions  of 
each  boundary,  in  order  to  avoid  difliculties  and  contentions,  is  so  conformable  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  all  civilized  societies,  to  reason  and  justice,  that  even  God  himself,  says  David,  divideil  among  his 
people  the  promised  land  by  measure.  DiL-isU  illis  fcn-ain  in  fanwido  dit-lribiitioni.-!.  Psalm  Ixxviii,  verse 
55,  and  as  to  be  read  in  the  18th  chapter  of  Joshua. 

This  uninhabited  ])lane  was  left  so  by  the  English  on  account  of  the  enclijsure  they  were  obliged  to 
make  within  the  town  for  fear  of  an  attack  by  the  Indians  when  they  had  no  exterior  fortifications,  and  in 
which  the  garrison,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  with  their  families,  were  shut  up  in  case  of  an  alarm.  At 
present  there  remains  no  other  vestige  of  the  said  enclosure  than  the  buildings  which  served  for  defence, 
and  others  which  at  present  serve  for  storehouses  and  barracks,  the  which  were  not  meddled  witli  nor 
any  others  belonging  to  the  crown,  in  the  delineation  ordered  by  the  ayuntamiento,  except  an  old  kitchen 
which  has  already  fallen  and  has  been  demolished.  There  are  in  fact  some  which  remain  in  the  new  street, 
and  others  in  the  squares,  which  do  not  obstruct  the  way;  and  of  these  which  are  already  in  a  state  of 
decay,  it  is  said  in  the  draught  (or  scheme)  which  was  presented  to  the  ayuntamiento,  and  approved  of 
by  them,  presided  by  the  civil  and  military  governor  of  the  province,  that,  "  if  the  scheme  should  be  carried 
into  execution,  it  would  be  necessary  after  some  time  to  demolish  them,  or  else  when  others  should  be 
made;"  for  which  purpose  a  piece  of  ground  is  reserved  in  the  most  commodious,  high,  and  safe  place 
for  royal  storehouses,  as  also  are  others  for  barracks,  liospitals,  &c.,  as  may  be  clearly  seen  by  the  said 
plan  and  explanation.  The  lots  winch  were  laid  oil'  between  the  two  squares  for  sale  were,  in  eilect,  sold, 
or  the  greater  part  of  them,  with  the  solemnities  mentioned;  as  were  also  those  of  the  division  24,  which 
had  been  reserved  for  the  church,  and  one  and  all  were  })aid  for,  as  I  have  understood.  If  the  sale  of  the 
first  ones  be  made  in  spite  of  the  formalities  made  use  of  and  the  reasons  which  gave  rise  to  the  occasion, 
it  is  regular  that  the  sale  of  the  second  ones  be  so  likewise,  because,  speaking  like  a  geometrician,  tlie 
things  equal  to  the  same  are  equal  between  themselves;  and  if  there  is  solid  foundation  for  such  a  decision, 
by  re-delivering  to  the  purchasers  their  money,  things  will  revert  to  their  former  state.  It  will  lie  just, 
likewise,  that  the  church  should  again  enter  into  possession  of  the  said  division  24,  or  of  its  respective 
portion  thereof,  although  this  part  is  very  far  from  being  adapted  to  so  high  and  holy  a  purpose,  or  to  the 
spirit  of  the  law.  The  foregoing  is  as  much  as  Lean  inform  your  honor,  so  that,  at  sight  thereof,  you  ma_y 
please  to  determine  what  may  be  found  most  conformable  to  justice.  Pensacola,  September  22,  1810. 
(Signed)  Yicente  Sebastian  Pintado. 
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Decree. — Peiisacola,  Soptt'mlier  25,  1816. — Pass  it  to  the  coramander  of  eng'ineers  pro  tempore,  Don 
Bernardo  Prieto,  in  order  tliat  lie  may  report  to  me  what  he  knows,  and  what  may  be  his  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  representation  by  the  reverend  vicar  general  of  this  holy  church.     (Signed)  Maxent. 

Bipoi-t  and  opinion  of  the  engineer. — To  his  honor  the  g-overnor:  The  regulation  of  the  town,  effected 
by  his  honor  tlu^  brigadier  Don  Vicente  Folchy  Jnan,  formerly  governor  of  this  province,  appears  to  me 
to  be  most  expedient,  and  that  which  the  nature  of  tliis  place  requires  to  be  adopted  for  the  security  of  the 
general  interest;  the  importance  of  which  was  well  known  to  the  aforesaid  gentleman,  ex-governor,  of 
whom  we  ought  not  to  suppose  tliat,  with  his  well-known  intelligence,  he  could  be  ignorant  of  the  law  9, 
title  7,  book  4,  or  of  the  8th  of  the  same  title,  which  could  not  be  applicable  to  the  present  case,  owing  to 
the  kind  of  materials  of  which  all  the  buildings  are  constructed  which  compose  this  establishment,  which 
is  timber  of  pitch  pine  and  light  wood — a  circumstance  which  jioints  out  the  necessity  of  giving  an 
apparent  irregular  extent  to  the  squares  they  laid  off,  and  the  width  of  100  feet  to  Tarragona  street;  so 
that,  with  the  aid  of  fire  engines,  it  iJUght  to  be  liojied  that,  however  much  the  number  of  buildings  might 
be  extended  or  multiplied,  there  would  be  no  cause  to  fear,  with  the  aforesaid  precaution  of  fire  engines, 
that  the  whole  estali'lishment  might  be  burnt  up  in  one  conflagration.  In  a  moment,  during  which  the 
intrusive  ci^nstitutional  government  continued,  a  new  arrangement  was  formed,  which  was  adopted  by 
honored  persons,  actuated,  as  I  believe,  by  the  best  of  intentions,  but  who  were  deficient  in  the  knowl- 
edge requisite  to  proceed  with  that  judgment  which  the  importance  of  the  case  required.  Your 
honor  is  not  ignorant  that  the  forenw)st  of  the  aldermen  of  that  time  were  those  who  could  sign,  who  had 
also  the  second  misfortune  to  be  presided  by  a  chief  whose  years  had  already  deprived  him  of  the 
intellectual  faculties  with  which  nature  might  have  endowed  him  in  the  spring  of  his  life.  It  was  owing 
to  this  cause,  and  to  the  circumstance  of  Don  Jose  Viola's  immediatelj'  building  his  house,  which  to  this 
time  is  the  only  one  agreeable  to  the  new  plan,  that,  as  was  my  duty,  I  represented  and  gave  such  a  report 
as  the  case  admitted  of,  which  I  duplicated  on  October  25,  1815;  the  which  was  done  in  compliance  with 
a  demand  for  a  report  thereon  from  me,  by  Col.  Don  Jose  de  Soto,  commander  ad  interim  of  this  province, 
dated  August  lo,  of  the  same  year,  which  I  answered  on  the  ISth,  and  in  which  are  copies  of  all  the 
(u-eceding  ones  which  were  had  on  the  particular. 

I  do  not  see  how  the  reverend  vicar  general  of  this  liolj'  parochial  church  makes  out  that  the  same  is 
hereby  in  anywise  injured;  and  I  rest  on  this,  that,  as  there  remains  in  both  plans  particular  grants  for 
the  aforesaid  holy  church,  be  the  decision  what  it  may,  there  will  always  remain  in  one  or  the  other  the 
portion  reserved  for  so  high  a  purpose. 

Neither  have  I  evidence  of  the  eflbrts  of  Col,  Don  Jose  de  Soto  in  opposition  to  the  plan  in  question, 
liut  of  a  certain  military  frankness,  which  was  a  characteristic  of  him,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  him 
incapalile  of  overstraining  his  authority,  or  of  availing  himself  of  any  subterfuge  in  order  to  favor 
particular  ends.     Pensacola,  October  8,  1810.     (Signed)  Bernardo  Prieto. 

Decree. — The  better  to  decide  in  this  matter,  let  the  secretary  of  this  government  put  in  continuation 
herewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  documents  of  which  the  commander  of  engineers  treats  in  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  preceding  report,  together  with  copies  of  those  which  before  were  had  on  the  particular, 
and  the  dates  they  may  bear.     Pensacola,  October,  18,  1816.     (Signed)  Maxent. 

Demand  of  a  rejjort  by  Governor  Soto. — It  being  necessary  that  I  should  be  instructed  with  regard 
to  the  innovations  or  variations  had  with  respect  to  the  lots  on  which  royal  buildings  are  situated,  in 
consequence  of  the  now  arrangement  given  to  it  by  the  ayuntamiento,  with  the  distribution  and  sale  of 
lots  by  the  same  authority  of  what  formed  the  military  square,  you  will  please  to  report  to  me  what  j'ou 
know  in  this  particular.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensacola,  August  16,  1815.  (Signed)  Jose  de 
Soto.     Addressed  to  Don  Bernardo  Prieto. 

Eephj. — The  copies  annexed  contain  the  documents  previously  had  on  the  side  of  the  department  of 
engineers,  with  respect  to  the  variations  which  the  ox-ayuntamiento  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  which  they  would  have  efl'ected  in  a  short  time,  but  for  your  honor's  recent  order  to  suspend  all 
establishments  until  superior  approbation  be  obtained.  By  those  your  honor  will  see  that  I  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter  until  the  moment  which  appears;  and,  although  the  lots  which  comprehend  the  aforesaid 
innovations  were  publicly  sold  on  distinct  occasions,  I  never  believed  it  could  be  possible  they  would 
interfere  with  the  royal  buildings,  as  such  decisions  have  no  connexion  with  those  which  ought  to  belong 
to  a  constitutional  ayuntamiento,  if  their  representation  is  attended  to,  and  that  that  momentaneous  govern- 
ment had  not  laid  aside  the  ordinances  of  the  royal  corps  of  engineers  of  the  year  1803,  and  the  articles 
one  and  nine  of  the  title  1  of  the  3d  regulation  remained  from  that  time  until  the  latter  period  in  full  force. 

This  is  as  much  as  I  can  say  in  compliance  with  the  official  note  which  j'our  honor  was  pleased  to 
address  me  on  date  of  16th  instant,  to  which  I  reply.  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years.  Pensacola, 
August  18,  1815.     (Signed)  Bernado  Prieto.     Addressed  to  Jose  de  Soto. 

I  have  casually  understood  that  the  constitutional  ayuntamiento  of  this  town  have  altered  the  plan 
thereof  which  was  before  adopted. 

The  house  which  D.  Jose  Viola  is  building  has  occasioned  me  to  make  the  inquiry  from  the  novelty  of 
its  position  with  respect  to  the  military  building  to  which  it  is  contiguous;  but,  as  I  have  understood  that 
the  same  remark  applies  to  the  others,  my  duty  requires  me,  if  such  be  the  case,  to  solicit  your  honor  to 
use  suitable  measures  for  my  obtaining  from  the  proper  person  a  copy  of  the  new  plan,  or  the  original, 
that  I  may  take  one,  with  instructions  of  how  far  the  innovations  relate  to  my  department,  so  that  I  may 
be  able  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance.  God  preserve  your  honor  many  years.  Pensacola, 
April  13,  1814.  Bernado  Prieto.  To  Don  Matthew  Gonzales  Manrique.  It  is  a  copy.  (Signed)  Bernado 
Prieto. 

The  alcalde  of  this  town  informs  me  on  this  date  as  I  copy:  "  On  this  date  I  addressed  the  surveyor 
general,  D.  V.  S.  Pintado,  as  follows:  In  a  sitting  of  the  cabildo  of  the  18th  instant,  among  other  things, 
it  was  ordered  that  an  official  note  should  be  addressed  to  you,  desiring  you  to  furnish  the  lieutenant,  D. 
Bernado  Prieto,  volunteer  engineer  and  charged  with  that  branch,  with  a  copy  of  the  new  plan,  or  to 
favor  him  with  the  original  one  that  he  may  cop}''  it,  instructing  him  with  respect  to  innovations  it  may 
contain  according  to  wliat  said  engineer  has  solicited  through  the  medium  of  his  honor  the  commander  of 
the  province.  I  consequently  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  intelligence,  and  that  you  maj'  please 
to  act  accordingly.  And  I  advise  your  honor  of  tlie  same  for  your  intelligence,  and  that  j^ou  may  please 
to  act  accordingly.  I  advise  your  honor  of  the  same  for  yoiu'  intelligence,  and  the  purjioses  which  maybe 
expedient,"  and  1 1(  i  you  in  reply  to  your  paper  of  the  1 3tli  instant.  God  preserve  you  many  years.  Pensacola, 
April  20,  1814.     Matthew  Gonzalc"s  Manrique.     To  D.  Bernado  Prieto.     It  is  a  copy.     Bernado  Prieto. 

I  have  received  from  the  surveyor,  D.  V.  S.  Pintado,  the  plan  which  I  solicited,  as  appears  in  the 
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annexed  copies,  and  so  soon  as  the  volunteer  enft-incor,  1).  Nicholas  Fiinols,  shall  liavi;  copied  il  I  will 
remit  it  to  you  on  the  first  occasion.  I  have  obtained  the  necessary  paper,  which  with  dilliculty  1  have 
been  able  to  procure.  The  buildings  comprehended  in  it  are  tiiose  of  tlie  old  houses,  bluck-houses,  with 
the  corps  de  guard,  which  serve  as  national  storehouses  and  quarters  for  colored  troops  from  Havana, 
which  building's  would  be  shut  up  in  a  street.  The  kitchen  lot  of  this  g'arrison  ouglit  to  be  givcm  up,  aM(i 
the  dragoons'  barracks  interfere,  in  part,  witii  such  as  must  likewise  be  given  up.  Tiie  yard  for  the  tents 
is  altered,  as  is  also  the  government  house  garden;  on  all  wiiich  your  honor  will  make  such  reflections  as 
may  appear  tome  to  be  involved,  when  I  transmit  you  the  plan  in  question.  (Jod  preserve  your  honor 
many  years.  Pensacola,  May  3,  1814.  (Signed)  Bernado  Frieto.  Addressed  to  \).  Firmin  Montano.  It 
is  a  copy.     Bernado  I'rieto. 

The  captain  of  the  schooner  Comet,  P.  Lorenzo  Olivar,  will  wait  on  ymir  honor  with  a  copy  of  the 
plan  wliich  I  made  known  to  you  in  an  official  note  of  the  3d  of  Jlay  of  the  present  year,  Xo.  12,  iu 
which  I  have  noted  that  the  ground  chosen  for  the  storehouse  is  situated  in  such  a  manner  that  with  the 
storms  which  sometimes  occur  iu  this  place  they  would  be  inundated,  and  their  contents  damagvd,  unless 
they  should  be  built  with  the  necessary  elevation,  and  the  thickness  of  the  walls  sulhcicnt  to  resist  the 
impulse  of  the  waves,  in  which  case  their  cost  would  be  six  times  more  than  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  lots.  The  military  liospital,  ahmist  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  appears  wrong,  as  being-  inimical  to  public 
salubrity  on  account  of  the  southerly  breezes  which  prevail  in  summer,  by  which  the  sea  would  be  infested, 
owing-  to  its  position  in  advance;  situations  are  not  wanting  where  it  mig-ht  be  located  on  the  outside  c^f 
the  town,  and  contiguous  thereto  on  the  north.  The  space  which  formerly  took  in  the  squares  and  the 
width  of  Tarragona  street  were  calculated,  with  the  aid  of  fire  engines,  to  stop  fire;  but  those  being 
reduced  to  the  limits  laid  down  in  the  new  plan,  this  idea  vanishes.  God  preserve  your  honor  nmny  years. 
Pensacola,  July  10,  1814.  (Signed)  Bernado  Prieto,  and  addressed  to  his  honor  I).  Firmin  Montano.  It 
is  a  copy.     Bei-nado  Prieto. 

Certificate. — The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  the  original  otTicial  notes  which  exist  in  tliis  ofiSce  of  govern- 
ment under  my  charge,  which  I  certify;  and  I  give  the  present  pursuant  to  the  decree  which  proceeds 
from  his  honor  the  commander  ad  interim  of  this  province,  dated  the  18th  instant.  Pensacola,  Octoljcr 
19,  1816.     (Signed)  Carlos  Reggio. 

Decree. — Pensacola,  October  25,  1816.  Let  this  judicial  proceeding  be  shown  to  the  reverend  vicar 
of  this  parish,  D.  Santiago  Coleman.     (Signed)  Maxent. 

Reply  and  petition  of  the  Rev.  James  Coleman. — To  his  honor  the  governor:  D.  Santiago  Coleman, 
ecclesiastical  judge  and  vicar  general  of  this  parochial  church  of  St.  Michael,  respectfully  states  that  in 
consequence  of  your  honor's  decree  of  the  25th  instant,  I  have  seen  the  report  of  the  captain  of  infantry, 
Don  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  surveyor  general  of  this  province,  and  likewise  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mander pro  tempore  of  engineers,  Don  Bernado  Prieto,  with  annexations  of  the  official  notes  which  the 
latter  cites  in  the  third  paragraph  of  his  exposition,  and  which  your  honor  thought  proper  to  have  copied 
in  continuation,  the  better  to  decide  in  regard  to  the  petition  which  I  presented  in  claim  of  the  ground  or 
the  lot  on  which  the  church  ought  to  be  built;  and  having  attended  to  their  expositions  with  the  attention 
which  they  merit,  I  find  that  the  report  of  the  first  is  conceived  iu  terms  so  clear  and  evident  that  the 
force  and  perspicacity  of  his  reasons  cannot  but  be  admired;  so  demonstrative  in  my  view,  that  tliey 
leave  not  the  least  obscurity  on  the  subject,  as  they  contain  all  the  illustration  which  is  requisite.  That 
of  Don  Bernado  Prieto  presents  the  subject  in  another  different  aspect  which  it  would  be  well  to  clear  up; 
but  I  shall  not  detain  myself  therein  as  it  does  not  belong  to  me,  and  less  to  investigate  the  military 
frankness  of  Colonel  Don  Josd  de  Soto,  late  governor  ad  interim  of  this  province,  (as  the  said  engineer 
affii'ms,)  nor  to  search  out  the  sites  and  places  on  which  he  expatiates,  as  being  foreign  to  the  case 
treated  of,  and  its  being  my  only  intention  to  prove  that  the  church  is  despoiled,  or  at  least  without  security 
for  what  belongs  to  it,  as  I  stated  in  my  petition. 

The  gentleman  engineer  says,  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of  his  report  or  opinion,  that  he  does  not  see, 
as  I  do,  that  the  church  is  in  any  respect  injured,  and  he  rests  on  this;  that  as  there  remains  in  both  plans 
particular  grants  for  the  same,  be  the  decision  what  it  may,  there  will  always  remain  in  one  or  the  other 
the  place  reserved.  X'otwithstanding  that  division  24,  which  is  the  one  reserved  for  tlie  church,  has 
become  private  property,  as  I  have  already  stated,  acquired  by  the  owners  at  public  sale,  the  assignment 
of  the  lot  which  was  afterwards  designated  in  its  stead  is  pretended  to  be  annulled,  as  also  the  regulation 
of  the  squares,  and  whatever  else  was  done  by  order  of  the  late  ajamtamiento.  Where,  then,  is  the  place 
reserved  for  the  church?  If  we  wish  to  commence  the  building  so  much  wanted,  where  shall  we  begin? 
And  where,  then,  is  the  reason  to  see  that  the  church  is  not  in  any  respect  injured  ?  The  gentleman  engi- 
neer will  permit  me  to  say  that  his  assertion  or  opinion,  in  this  respect,  does  not  coincide  with  mine,  and 
he  must,  in  this  case,  have  explained  himself  inadvertently,  as  occurs  in  liis  official  notes  to  the  director, 
Don  Firmin  Montano,  dated  May  3,  and  June  10,  1814,  when,  among  other  things,  he  says  that  what  he 
calls  dragoon  barracks  awaits  the  destiny  to  be  sold  in  part,  and  that  the  ground  reserved  for  storehouses 
would  be  subject  to  inundation  in  storms,  and  to  damage  tlieir  contents,  unless  a  wall  should  be  made 
sufficient  to  resist  the  force  of  the  waves,  &c.  What  I  have  just  referred  to  I  consider  an  inadvertent 
mistake,  having  before  me  the  plan  of  the  town;  for  neither  that  which  was  the  dragoons'  barracks,  before 
an  hospital,  and  now  abandoned  and  in  ruins,  is  among  the  number  of  lots  to  be  sold;  nor  is  the  ground 
reserved  for  storehouses  subject  to  inundation,  nor  can  it  ever  be  exposed  to  the  force  of  the  waves  unless 
there  should  come  another  deluge,  for  it  is  the  highest  place  to  the  north  contiguous  to  my  own  house, 
which,  in  that  case,  would  be  the  first  inundated,  and  likewise  the  old  storehouse  which  serves  for  a 
church,  and  also  the  government  house  and  garden  would  be  inundated.  These  mistakes  have  probably 
occasioned  us  the  present  trouble.  The  fact  is  this,  that  what  was  the  old  storehouse,_in  which  divine 
service  is  celebrated,  is  threatened  with  approaching  ruin,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  its  fall  may  occasion 
the  sacrifice  of  some  innocent  victims,  while  those  who  are  principally  the  cause  of  the  dreaded  catastrophe 
run  little  or  no  risk;  therefore,  I  entreat  your  honor  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  ruinous  state  of 
the  actual  church,  its  altar  and  ornaments  exposed  to  the  rain  and  bad  weather,  (for  it  is  notorious  that, 
since  May,  1781,  in  whicli  this  place  was  retaken,  its  roof  has  not  been  renewed  nor  repaired  with 
shingles,)  your  honor  will  please  to  determine  as  may  be  dictated Tiy  tlie  sentiments  of  justice,  which  I 
ask.     Pensacola,  October  30,  1816.     (Signed)  Santiago  Coleman. 

Decree. — Pensacola,  October  31,  1816.  Let  this  judicial  proceeding  be  annexed  to  those  which  follow 
the  ones  of  Don  Carlos  Lavalle  and  Don  Francisco  Barrios  in  liehalf  of  the  inhabitants  who  purchased  the 
lots  laid  off  between  the  two  squares,  conformable  to  the  last  plan  of  this  town;  which  was  formed  at  the 
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request  of  the  late  ayuntamieiito,  in  order  to  render  a  statement  of  the  results  to  his  excellency  the  captain 
general  of  this  province  when  opportunity  may  serve.     (Signed)  Francisco  Maximiliano  de  San  Maxent. 

OPINION  OF  THE  KING's  ATTORNEY. 

May  it  please  your  excellency:  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Pcnsacola,  representing  in  this  judicial 
proceeding,  have  everything  of  justice  on  their  side.  They  purchased  at  public  sale  the  lots  which,  to-day, 
occasioned  the  dispute.  The  sale  of  them  was  made  with  the  consent  of  all  the  authorities,  which  governed 
the  town  at  that  period;  and  those  authorities  all  concurred  in  and  authorized  the  same,  impelled  by  the 
supreme  law  of  necessity.  The  alternative  which  they  proposed,  therefore,  is  very  just;  for,  if  the  contract 
remains  firm,  the  free  use  of  their  lots  ought  to  be  left  to  tliem;  and,  if  it  be  rescinded  or  annulled,  the 
money  they  disbursed  for  tlieir  price  ought  to  bo  returned  to  them  immediately.  I  believe  there  will  not 
be  funds  for  the  latter,  and  it  is  necessary  to  accede  to  the  former;  but,  as  there  are  inconveniences  in  this 
case,  which  are  apparent  from  the  proceedings,  it  seems  re([uisite  that  your  excellency  should  report  the 
same  to  his  majesty,  witli  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  judicial  proceeding  for  the  corresponding  decision 
and  his  Majesty's  pleasure.     Havana,  January  30,  1814.     Leonardo  del  Monte. 

I,  Joseph  E.  Caro,  secretary  to  the  lioard  of  land  commissioners  for  the  district  of  West  Florida,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  translation  of  the  documents  in  the  S]janish  language. 

JOSEPH  E.  CARO,  Secretary. 

Pensacola,  January  20,  1825. 

M. 

Abstract  of  claini!^,  founded  on  grants,  ixdents,  and  warrants  of  survey  emanating  from  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  which  have  been  reported  to  Congress  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 


No. 

Present  claimant. 

Original  claimant. 

Nature  of  claim. 

Date  of  claim. 

Quantity. 

Where  situ- 
ated. 

By  whom  issued. 

When  and  by 
whom   sur- 
veyed.* 

1 

Eliliu  Hall  Bay 

do 

Walter  Patcrson 

John  Patenson 

John  Hall 

John  Sutherland 

do 

Warrant  of  survey. 

do do 

do do..  .. 

May   11,1799 
May     5,1779 
May     3,1779 
Oct.      7,1780 
Oct.      7, 1780 
June  16,1777 
May     4, 1767 
Dec.   18,1766 
June  27,1768 
June  21,1768 
June  27,1768 
Sept.    2,1766 
Jan.      8,1768 
Mar.  25,1767 
Dec.  15,1768 
Nov.  10,1766 
Jan.      9,1767 
Jan.    10,1767 

Jicres.  Rtls.  Pks. 
2,000    00    00 
2,000    00    00 
2,000    00    00 

Escambia  co. 
do 

2 

do 

3 

do 

do 

do 

4 

do 

do 

550    00    00 
550    00    00 
300    00    00 
3      3    00 
400    00    00 
200    00    00 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sept.  14,1780 
Sept.  14,1780 
May     6,1777 
Sept.  30,1766 
July    23,1766 
April  22,1766 
Mar.     5, 1767 

6 

do 

6 

Theodore  Gaillard 

do 

do 

do 

do 

7 

do 

do 

do 

Mont.  Browne. 
do_-_ 

B 

Heirs  of  Evan  Jones. . 

do 

do 

do 

9 

Boardnian  &.  Southwell. 

do 

_ do An 

in 

do 

200    00    OO    do rin 

11 
1-1 

do 

do 

Israel  Boardnian 

....do 

do 

300    00    00    do 

50    00    00    do 

50     OO     00    dri 

do 

G.  Johnstone... 

Mont.  Browne. 

do 

do 

Mar.     4, 1767 
July    25,1766 
Aug.  26,1766 
Mar.  18,1767 
Au".    18,1768 

13 

do 

14 

15 

do 

do 

Alexander  Maclellan  . . . 

....do 

do 

4    00    00 

2,000    00    00 

12      1    28 

4      1     28 
18      3    00 

do 

.io 

16 

Heirs  of  J.  Thompson. 
do 

do 

do 

do 

17 

..   .do                 

do      

do 

do 

18 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

*  Surveyed  by  E.  Duruford. 


GENERAL    REMARKS. 


The  heirs  of  Evan  Jones  have  proved,  by  depositions,  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but 
have  adduced  no  testimony  to  show  that  their  claims  have  never  been  compensated  for  by  the  British 
government. 

No.  13.  No  conveyance  from  Leitch  to  Evan  Jones.  No.  14.  No  conveyance  from  Thompson  to  Evan 
Jones.     No.  15.  No  conveyance  from  Maclellan  to  Evan  Jones. 

The  heirs  of  James  Thompson  have  proved,  by  depositions,  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
but  have  adduced  no  testimony  to  show  that  their  claims  have  never  been  compensated  for  by  the  British 
government. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


REPORT  ON  BRITISH  CLAIMS. 

Tlie  law  organizing  this  board  of  commissioners  has  directed  us  to  examine  and  determine  tlie  validity 
of  claims  submitted  for  adjudication,  "agreeable  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  heretofore  existing  of  the 
governments  making  the  grants  respectively."  In  addition  to  this,  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  is 
directed  to  two  objects  in  the  investigation  of  British  claims;  1st,  to  ascertain  how  far  they  arc  valid  by 
the  law  of  nations;  and,  2d,  how  far  they  have  been  considered  valid  under  the  Spanish  government;  and, 
if  satisfied  that  said  claims  be  correct  and  valid,  shall  give  confirmation  to  them. 

The  great  reliance  of  the  British  claimants  is  placed  upon  the  effort  to  prove  that  their  titles  are  valid 
by  the  laws  of  nations.  They  do  not  pretend  that  they  were  considered  valid  under  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, but  endeavor  to  avail  themselves  of  the  jus  2>ostliminium  as  laid  down  in  Vattcl  and  other  writers 
upon  the  laws  of  nations.     Let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  soundness  of  this  position. 
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"  Tho  rijjlit  of  p<).<l/iminiinn,"  saj's  Vattcl,  "is  that  in  virttn'  cif  wliirii  persons  and  thinf^-s  taken  liv  the; 
enemy  arc  restored  to  their  former  state  on  coming  again  int(j  llie  power  ol'  tiie  nation  to  uliieirHiey 
belonged."  Tliore  arc  two  modes  by  whicli  tliey  may  be  restore<i  to  llie  possession  ol'  tiie  original 
proprietors:  1st,  by  reeonquest,  and,  2d,  liy  treaty  sti|iuliition.  Altliongh  prisoners  of  war  may  iiav(' 
given  tlunr  parole,  territories  and  towns  submitted  to  the  en^  my,  and  sworn  and  promiscil  him  alh'.:-iance, 
j'ct  if  retaken  thoy  are  to  be  re-established  in  their  lormer  condition  and  enjoy  the  right  of  postliminium. 
The  acquisition  of  immovables  is  not  fully  consummatetl  till  conlirmed  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  or  by  the 
entire  submission  or  destruction  of  the  State  to  which  they  behuiged.  Till  then,  the  sovereign  has  hopes 
of  retaking  them,  or  recovering  them  by  a  peace.  "  I'rovinces,  towns,  and  lands,  which  the  enemy  restores 
by  the  treaty  of  peace,  are  certainly  entitled  to  the  riglit  of  postliminium."  "'flic  enemy,  in  giving  back 
a  town  at  the  peace,  renounces  the  right  he  had  ac(juired  by  arms."  "But  il  thai  town,"  says  Vattel, 
"had  been  ceded  to  the  enemy  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  or  was  completely  fallen  into  his  power  by  the 
submission  of  the  whole  State,  she  has  no  longer  any  claim  to  the  right  of  postliminium,  and  tlie  alienati<iii 
of  any  of  her  possessions  by  the  coiKjueror  is  valid  and  irreversible;  nor  can  she  lay  claim  to  tljom  if,  in 
the  secjuel,  some  fortunate  revolution  should  liberate  her  from  the  yoke  of  the  conqueror"  "Its  former 
state  is  absolutelj'  destroyed;  all  its  relations,  all  its  alliances  arc  extinguished." — (Vattel,  b.  3,  c.  14,  sec. 
212.)  "Whatever  is  ceded  to  the  enemy  by  a  treaty  of  peace  is  truly  and  completely  alienated.  It  has 
no  longer  any  claim  to  the  right  of  postliminium  unless  the  treaty  of  jieace  be  broken  or  cancelled."  "It 
might  be  said,  in  general,  that  the  right  of  postliminium  no  longer  exists  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace. 
That  right  entirely  relates  to  a  state  of  war." — (B.  3,  c.  14.) 

As  the  right  of  postliminium  relates  to  and  is  founded  on  a  state  of  war,  it  has  no  effect  or  operation 
except  among'  the  belligerents  or  allies  who  made  a  common  cause,  and  are  partakers  and  associates  in 
the  war. — (Vattel,  b.  3,  c.  14,  sec.  207.)  Spain  and  England  were  the  onlj^  parties  and  privies  to  the  war 
terminated  bj'  the  capitulation  of  1781  and  the  treaty  of  1783.  AVe  have  no  evidence  that  the  British 
claimants  were  deprived  of  their  lands  by  conquest;  but,  even  admitting  it  to  be  the  fact,  agreeable  to  the 
doctrines  laid  down  in  Vattel,  the  jus  podliminium  could  only  have  been  made  to  operate  in  their  favor 
had  Florida  at  the  peace  been  restored  to  England,  who  was  the  original  owner.  As  those  private  rights 
were  recognized  in  the  articles  of  ca)iitulatiou  and  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  tliero  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  there  is  no  ground  upon  which  this  principle  could  be  introduced,  as  that  cannot  be  restored 
which  was  never  lost  by  conquest.  Further,  as  the  country  was  coded  to  Spain,  the  enemy  and  conqueror, 
instead  of  being  restored  to  England,  the  original  owner  and  nation  to  whom  it  belonged,  the  right  of 
postliminium  is  taken  away,  unless  the  treaty  be  broken  or  cancelled.  If  cancelled  or  lnoken,  it  woidd  be 
good  ground  of  complaint  to  be  brought  by  England  against  Spain;  but  it  is  a  question  in  which,  it  is 
believed,  the  United  States  could  not  interfere.  The}'  were  neither  i)arties  nor  privies  to  the  war,  the 
capitulation,  or  treaty,  and  as  such  can  claim  no  rights,  and,  conseipiently,  have  incurred  no  obligations 
under  them. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  considered  that  the  principle  of  the  jus  2J0.5//i»iHn'Hm  could  not 
be  made  to  operate  in  favor  of  British  subjects,  as  Florida  was  ceded  away  by  her  instead  of  being 
restored  to  her  by  the  treat.y  of  1783.  Had  it  availed  anything.  Great  Britain  would  not  have  provided 
for  those  clainuints  in  the  treaty,  or  made  them  remuneration  whore  they  failed  to  dispose  of  their  lands 
agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  Upon  examination  it  will  be  found  equally  evident  that  tho 
United  States  are  under  no  obligations  on  this  occasion.  They  were  not  parties  or  jtrivies  to  the  war. 
Although  Spain  was  at  war  with  England  during  the  latter  part  of  the  American  revolution,  yet  we  were 
not  allies  engaged  in  a  common  cause,  associates  in  the  same  contest.  There  was  no  treaty  of  offensive 
or  defensive  alliance  between  them.  Conceding  this  point,  however,  and  it  avails  nothing;  in  order  that 
the  doctrine  of  jus  pogtli minium  should  l>e  introduced  with  effect,  wc  should  have  been  allies  of  England, 
who  lost  the  country  by  conquest,  and  to  whom  it  should  have  been  restored  either  by  reeonquest  or  treaty 
stipulation.  American  citizens  can  occup_y  no  better  ground  than  the  citizen  of  Great  Britain,  and  those 
we  have  seen  cannot  avail  themselves  of  the  rig'ht  of  jus  postliminium. 

As  the  right  of  postliminium  no  longer  exists  after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  the  British  claimants 
are  precluded  from  availing  themselves  of  it  liy  the  treaty  of  1783.  This  instrument  placed  these  claims 
entirely  upon  different  grounds,  recognized  them  and  made  provision  for  their  disposition  by  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain  who  were  inclined  to  emigrate.  The  jus  2}'jslliininiu})i  has  no  bearing  upon  the  subject; 
but  the  question  is  made  to  turn  exclusively  upon  the  construction  of  the  treaty. 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  signed  at  Pensacola  in  1781,  liy  the  commanders  of  the  Spanish  and 
British  forces,  it  was  provided  that  "the  British  inhabitants,  or  those  wdio  may  have  been  subjects  of  the 
King  of  Great  liritain  in  the  said  countries,  may  retire  in  full  security  and  liberty  where  they  sliall  think  proper, 
and  may  sell  their  estates,  and  remove  their  effects,  as  well  as  their  iiersons,  the  time  limited  for  tlieir 
emigration  being  fixed  to  the  space  of  eighteen  months."  This  indulgence  was  incorporated  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  with  the  additional  provision  of  extemling  the  time  if  necessary.  It  is  contained  in  the  5tli 
•article  of  the  treaty  which  was  ratified  September  3,  1783,  and  is  as  follows:  "  His  Catholic  Majesty 
agrees  that  the  British  inhabitants,  or  others  who  have  been  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britan  in  the 
said  provinces,  may  retire  in  full  security  and  liberty  where  they  shall  think  proper,  and  may  sell  their  estates, 
and  remove  their  effects,  as  well  as  their  persons,  without  being  restrained  in  their  emigration  under  any 
pretence  whatever,  except  on  account  of  debts  or  criminal  prosecutions;  the  term  limited  for  this  emigra- 
tion being  fixed  to  the  space  of  eighteen  nionths,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  present  treaty;  but  if,  from  the  value  of  the  possessions  of  the  English  proprietors,  they 
should  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  within  said  term,  then  his  Catholic  Majesty  shall  grant  them  a 
prolongation  proportioned  to  that  end."  In  the  year  1785,  it  is  said,  a  iirolongatiou  of  four  additional 
months  was  given  by  the  King  of  Spain. 

Upon  the  subject  of  capitulations,  Vattel  says  "  the  governor  of  a  town,  and  the  general  who  besieges 
it,  have  a  power  to  settle  the  terms  of  capitulation,  and  whatever  agreement  they  thus  form  within  the 
term  of  their  commission  is  obligatory  on  the  state  or  sovereign  who  has  invested  them  with  the  power 
by  which  they  conclude  it." — (B.  2,  c.'l4,  s.  207.)  It  was  no  doubt  upon  this  princiiile  that  the  provision  of 
the  article  of  caiiitulation  in  favor  of  British  claimants  was  incorporated  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  consummating  the  arrangements.  This  was  necessary,  as  Vattel  declares 
that  "  immovable  possessions,  lands,  towns,  provinces,  &c.,  become  the  property  of  the  enemy  who  makes 
himself  master  of  them;  but  it  is  only  by  the  treaty  of  ]K'ace,  or  the  entire  submission  and  extinction  of 
the  State  to  which  these  towns  and  provinces  belonged,  tliat  the  aripiisition  is  coiiiplefed,  and  the  property 
becomes  stable  and  perfect." — (B.  3,  c.  13,  s.  197.) 
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In  examining  the  phraseology  of  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  it  appears  that  all  British  claimants 
were  entitled  to  the  indulgence;  not  only  "  British  inhabitants,"  but  those  "  who  may  have  been  subjects 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  said  provinces."  Those  who  were  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  if  they  had  been  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  said  provinces,  were  entitled 
to  every  indulgence  in  the  disposition  of  their  property.  If  they  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  those  pro- 
visions, it  is  their  own  neglect,  and  they  cannot  but  charge  themselves  with  the  consequences.  The  treaty 
is  to  be  construed  like  any  other  contract,  and  if  the  parties  have  not  complied  with  the  conditions,  they 
are  compelled  to  abide  the  result  or  submit  to  the  penalty.  Their  claims  occupy  precisely  the  same  ground, 
however  different  may  be  the  character  of  the  claimants.  Agreeably  to  the  spirit,  at  least,  of  national 
law,  Spain  was  authorized  in  requiring  such  a  provision  as  that  contained  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty. 
"  Every  State,"  says  Vattel,  "  has  the  liberty  of  granting  or  refusing  to  foreigners  the  power  of  possessing 
lands  or  immovable  property  within  her  territory.  If  the  sovereign  does  not  permit  aliens  to  possess 
immovable  property,  nobody  has  a  rig-ht  to  complain  of  such  a  prohibition,  for  he  may  have  good  reason 
for  acting  in  this  manner;  and,  as  foreigners  cannot  claim  any  right  in  his  territories,  they  ought  not  to 
take  amiss  that  he  makes  use  of  his  power  and  of  his  right  in  the  manner  which  he  thinks  most  for  the 
advantage  of  the  State." — (B.  2,  c.  8,  s.  114.)  The  sovereign  may  alsoforljid  the  entrance  of  his  territories 
either  to  foreigners  in  general  or  in  particular  cases,  or  to  certain  persons,  or  for  certain  particular  pur- 
poses, according  as  he  may  think  it  advantageous  to  the  State. — (B.  2,  c.  1,  s.  94.)  The  King  of  England 
had  likewise  the  power  and  right  to  accede  to  the  stipulations  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  IT83: 
"The  necessity  of  making  peace  authorizes  the  sovereign  to  dispose  of  the  property  of  individuals;  and 
the  eminent  domain  gives  him  a  right  to  do  it." — (Vattel,  b.  4,  c.  2,  s.  12.)  In  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals  was  not  ceded  away  absolutely,  but  only  conditionally,  where  the  claimants  failed  to 
dispose  of  it  within  the  limitation. 

If  Spain  refused  to  extend  the  time,  as  contemplated  in  the  5tli  article  of  the  treaty,  it  was  a  subject 
of  complaint  by  England  against  that  government.  The  United  States  could  not  interfere  in  deciding 
such  a  question,  as  it  would  be  an  infringement  of  the  independence  of  the  original  parties  concerned. — 
(Vattel,  b.  2,  c.  4,  s.  54;  b.  4,  c.  4,  s.  40;  Preliminaries,  s.  9.)  But  it  was  not  the  fact  that  England  com- 
plained or  remonstrated  on  the  occasion.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  within  which  the  British  claim- 
ants were  to  return  and  dispose  of  their  property,  that  government  made  compensation  to  her  citizens, 
which  was  an  acknowledgment  that  she  had  no  complaints  or  demands  against  the  King  of  Spain.  With 
this  fact  before  them,  it  would  not  become  the  American  government  to  interpose  in  the  contracts  of  other 
sovereign  powers,  and  declare  that  cither  had  failed  in  compliance. 

Most  sovereign  States  have  adopted,  in  some  shape  or  other,  the  principle  contained  in  the  5th  article 
of  the  treaty,  in  order  to  prevent  foreigners  from  owning  real  pr(jperty  within  their  limits,  and  thereby 
obtaining  an  influence  which  might  be  wielded  to  the  injury  of  the  country.  It  was,  no  doubt,  principally 
from  this  consideration  that  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  was  framed  and  incorporated  in  that  instrument. 
In  effect  it  required  "  the  British  inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  said  provinces,"  either  to  remain  in  Florida  as  citizens  of  Spain  or  to  dispose  of  their  prop- 
erty within  the  limitation.  From  the  language  of  the  articles,  they  appear  to  have  had  their  election;  and 
it  is  believed  that  where  they  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  secured  by  this  provision  of 
the  treaty,  or  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  the  Sj^anish  authorities,  which  was  equivalent  to  a  release,  the 
lands  were  considered  vacant,  and  subject  to  forfeiture.  Similar  provisions  are  contained  in  the  treatj'^  of 
1163  which  are  found  in  the  proclamation  of  General  Gage,  bearing  date  December  30,  1164,  addressed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois  and  Vincennes,  respecting  their  lands,  upon  taking  possession  of  their  country 
by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty.  In  Sierra's  case,  Governor  O'Neil  declares  that  the  time  had 
expired  within  which  British  claimants  were  to  return  and  dispose  of  their  property,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  it  was  regranted  whenever  applications  were  made  to  that  efiect.  The  8th  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  passed  March  30,  1803,  making  provisions  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  1st  section  of  the  act  passed  July  5,  1812,  upon  the  same  subject, 
expressly  recognize  the  fact  of  Spain  having  regranted  lands  originally  granted  by  the  British  authorities 
in  West  Florida.  The  board  of  ro.yal  treasury,  by  a  decree  dated  September  24,  1801,  at  New  Orleans, 
which  was  founded  upon  official  proceedings  instituted  to  ascertain  the  buildings  and  lots  in  Pensacola  to 
which  the  King  of  Spain  was  entitled  by  conquest,  and  from  absolute  relinquishment  of  the  same  by  pro- 
prietary owners,  exposed  those  houses  and  lots  to  sale  at  public  auction.  Whenever  they  were  presented, 
after  a  limited  period,  they  were  either  confirmed  or  declared  to  be  forfeited  by  the  Spanish  authorities. 
It  was  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  government  to  have  their  lands  settled  and  cultivated;  foreigners  were, 
as  far  as  possible,  excluded,  unless  they  were  Catholics.  In  their  concessions,  the  petitioner  was  required 
to  take  an  oath  that  no  foreigner  was  interested  in  the  land  solicited,  and  that  he  or  she  would  not  convey 
to  suchat  a  subsequent  period.  A  difference  in  religion  was  not  tolerated.  Such  was  the  effect  of  these 
regulations  that  most  of  the  English  removed  from  Florida,  particularly  from  East  Florida,  after  the 
treaty  of  1183. 

These  facts  combined  are  conclusive  as  to  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in 
relation  to  the  validity  of  such  claims.  Had  those  now  under  consideration  been  brought  into  controversy 
before  the  Spanish  tribunals  anterior  to  the  cession  of  the  country  to  the  United  States,  there  can  be  no 
hesitation  in  believing  that  they  would  have  been  declared  null  and  void.  The  British  claimants  have  not 
attempted  to  make  out  a  valid  title  under  the  Spanish  government,  nor  to  show  that  the  Spanish  tribunals 
would  have  considered  their  claims  valid  and  correct.  They  arc,  no  doubt,  satisfied  of  their  weakness 
upon  this  ground,  and  it  accounts  for  those  claims  being  permitted  to  lie  dormant  in  the  hands  of  the  . 
proprietors  for  upwards  of  forty  years.  During  this  period  no  notice  was  given  of  their  existence;  many 
were  unlocated,  and  none  in  actual  occcupation  of  the  proprietors.  The  King  of  England's  proclamation 
bearing  date  October  1,  1163,  by  which  the  governments  of  East  and  West  Florida  are  created,  vests  the 
governors  with  the  power  to  grant  and  dispose  of  lands  "  to  any  such  person  or  persons,  upon  such  terms, 
and  under  such  moderate  quit-rents,  services,  and  acknowledgments,  as  have  been  aiipointed  and  settled 
in  other  colonies,  and  under  such  conditions  as  shall  appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  and  expedient  for  the 
advantage  of  the  grantees  and  the  improvement  and  settlement  of  our  said  colonies."  The  governors 
were  authorized  to  grant  lands  to  new  settlers  and  to  reduced  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  in  the 
following  proportions:  To  any  person  having  the  rank  of  a  field  officer,  5,000  acres;  to  any  captain, 
3,000  acres;  to  any  subaltern  or  stafl'  officer,  2,000  acres;  to  any  non-commissioned  officer,  200  acres;  to 
any  private  man,  60  acres.  No  limits,  except  tliat  of  the  advantage  of  the  person  and  the  improvement 
and  settlement  of  the  colonies,  are  imposed  upon  grants  to  new  settlers;  but  the  proclamation  expressly 
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declares  tliat  all  these  gTai;ts  are  subject  to  tlio  same  conditions  of  cultivatiuu  and  iniprovcnient.  Fintlicr, 
no  plat  is  filed  in  some  eases  to  show  that  they  ever  were  surveyed,  and  the  warrants,  wiiich  re(iuii(j 
upon  the  face  of  ihem  that  they  should  be  located  in  six  months  from  the  time  at  which  tliey  were  issued 
are  entirely  float ing-  claims.  No  evidence  either  has  been  presented  to  show  that  the  conditions  subse- 
quent upon  which  the  perfect  grants  were  made  have  ever  been  fulfilled.  This,  alone,  agreeable  to  Black- 
stone,  renders  the  claims  at  least  voidai)le,  and  may  be  declared  void  by  the  commissioners.  Under  such 
circumstances  we  do  not  believe  they  would  be  recognized  as  possessing  any  validity  under  tlie  laws  of 
England,  the  government  from  whence  tliey  emanated. 

Whether  the  liritish  claims  are  ipsi)  facto  void  or  only  voidable,  the  Tnited  States  are  entitled  to  the 
rights  and  immunities  of  Spain  by  a  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  and  domain  of  Florida,  under  the  treaty 
of  February  22,  1819.  Admitting  that  they  are  only  voidable,  the  United  States  and  tlieir  tribunals  can 
declare  them  void,  as  did  the  Spanish  authorities.  If  Spain  could  regrant  them  and  sell  them  at  public 
auction,  the  United  States,  as  tiie  successor  of  Spain,  ai-o  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  resulting  from  a 
similar  disposition  of  the  property.  As  Spain,  in  her  practical  construction  of  the  treaty,  has  viewed  those 
claims  as  subject  to  forfeiture  whenever  they  have  not  been  regranted  or  confirmed  by  her  legal  authorities, 
they  must  be  vacant,  and,  consequentlj-,  belong  to  the  public  domain.  The  doctrine  of  prescription,  as  a 
bar  to  such  claims,  as  well  as  the  plea  attributing  their  want  of  location  and  compliance  with  conditions 
to  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country,  are  also  superfiuous,  as  it  is  admitting  claims  to  exist  which  have 
been  forfeited.  The  Partidas,  as  cited  upon  the  subject  of  appeals  from  the  judgments  of  Spanish  tribu- 
nals, is  e([ually  far  from  lieing  in  point,  as  it  could  only  apiily  between  parties  and  privies  within  their 
legal  jurisdiction.  Under  no  circumstances  would  this  law  and  the  doctrine  of  prescription  avail  the 
claimants  anj'thing  against  the  government,  however  etVectual  tliej'  might  be  in  a  private  controversy. 
Neither  can  they  derive  any  advantage  from  a  non-conjpliance  with  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  unless 
they  can  also  show  that  they  have  received  a  confirmation  or  conveyance  from  the  Spanish  government  to 
the  land  in  question.  Were  the  L'nited  States  to  recognize  those  claims  it  would  lie  altogetlier  a  gratuity, 
an  act  of  munificence,  and  not  one  which  was  the  result  of  legal  obligation.  Congress  are  competent  to 
make  such  a  grant;  but,  as  a  special  court  of  legal  jurisdiction,  we  have  no  sucli  authority,  and  can 
exercise  no  discretion  upon  the  subject. 

In  the  treatj'  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  no  provision  was  made  for  British  claimants,  but 
only  such  as  emanated  from  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  his  lawful  authorities;  and,  by  the  law  organizing- 
this  board  of  commissioners,  none  are  to  bo  examined  except  those  claimed  and  owned,  bona  fide,  by 
American  citizens,  and  for  which  no  compensation  has  been  made  by  the  British  government.  This  has 
been  construed  by  the  claimants  as  a  recognition  of  postliminary  rights;  but  if  the  law  is  examined,  it 
will  be  found  to  be  a  mistake,  as  the  commissioners  are  first  directed  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  valid 
by  the  law  of  nations,  how  far  they  were  so  considered  under  the  Spanish  government,  and,  after  this 
inqiury,  are  made  the  judges  whether  they  are  valid  and  correct  and  entitled  to  confirmation. 

It  is  believed  that  the  commissioners  have  no  power  to  declare  a  forfeiture  in  those  cases  where  the 
claim  exceeds  3,500  acres.  Here  they  are  only  intended  to  act  as  an  inquest  or  court  of  inquiry,  and 
furnish  Congress  with  the  facts  upon  which  a  forfeiture  maybe  declared.  It  is  their  province  to  ascertain 
what  lauds  belong  to  individuals,  as  distinguislied  from  those  which  have  accrued  to  the  United  States 
under  the  treaty.  Those  arising  from  forfeituri'  constitute  as  perfect  a  class  of  rights  as  those  to  the 
soil  whicli  has  never  been  appropriated  to  individual  uses;  they  appertain,  in  all  regular  gcveriunents,  to 
the  sovereignty  and  domain,  and  cannot  be  separated  from  them. 

From  every  view  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  give  this  subject,  we  are  constrained  to  declare  all 
British  claims  within  our  jurisdiction,  which  were  not  confirmed  by  Spain  or  disposed  of  in  conformitj- 
with  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  forfeited,  void,  and  of  none  eflect.  They  are  not  valid  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  would  not  be  considered  valid  under  the  Spanish  government.  We  are,  therefore, 
convinced  that  they  are  not  valid  and  correct;  and,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  organizing  this 
board,  they  must  be  rejected.  With  respect  to  the  British  claims,  exceeding  3,500  acres,  we  believe  the 
reasons  contained  in  this  opinion  are  altogether  applicable,  and  request  that  they  may  be  received  as  our 
report  in  both  cases. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAML.  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


N. 

Seventh.  A  general  abstract  and  reixjrt  upon  claims,  some  of  which  fall  tvilhin  the  preceding  classes,  and  othei's 

rf  an  anomalous  character. 

This  abstract  embraces  all  the  claims  which  have  been  examined  subsequent  to  the  date  of  those 
already  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  also  includes  such  cases  of  an  anomalous  character 
as  have  not  hitherto  been  reported  in  preceding  classes.  The  testhnony  in  relation  to  a  few  of  them  lias 
been  received  after  the  expiration  of  our  session  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  This  was  done  for  tlio 
purpose  of  reporting  as  many  cases  as  practicable,  and,  if  possible,  enabling  Congress  to  act  upon  all  the 
claims  which  we  have  examined  during  their  present  session. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

SAML.  R.  OVERTON. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


A  general  abstract  of  claims  confirmed,  rejected,  and  reported  hij  the  niuhi'sigiied  commissioners. 

1.  Carlos  Barron,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  gratuitous  concession,  dated  December  18, 
1817,  for  800  arpents.  on  Escambia  river,  issued  by  Governor  Masot,  surveyed  by  Antonio  Balderas  July 
5  and  6,  1820,  and  cleared  and  cultivated  from  1818  to  1820.  This  claim  was  rejected  by  mistake  in  abstract 
G,  but  upon  further  examination  has  been  confirmed. 
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2.  Celestino  Gonzales,  present  claimant  and  orig'inal  grantee,  a  gratuitous  concession,  dated  December 
20,  1817,  for  1,800  arpeiits,  on  Escambia  river,  issued  by  Governor  Masot,  surveyed  by  Pedro  Reggio, 
December  18  and  19,  1818,  and  cleared  and  cultivated  from  1818  to  1820.  Confirmed  as  belonging  to 
class  of  claims  marked  A. 

3.  Miguel  Hernandez,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  gratuitous  concession,  dated  Septem- 
ber 10, 1817,  for  600  arpents,  on  Escambia  river,  issued  by  Governor  Masot,  surveyed  by  Antonio  Balderas 
May  11,  1821,  and  cleared  and  cultivated  from  1818  to  1819.  Confirmed  as  belonging  to  class  of  claims 
marked  A. 

4.  Vicente  Sebastian  Pintado,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  concession  for  cutting  wood 
and  as  a  remuneration  for  services  as  interpreter,  dated  December  2,  1816,  for  2,180  arpents,  in  Escambia 
county,  issued  by  Governor  Maxent,  and  actually  settled  before  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States. 
Confirmed  as  belonging  to  class  of  claims  marked  A. 

5.  James  Gooch  present  claimant,  Gabriel  Rivas  original  grantee,  a  gratuitous  concession,  dated 
October  16,  1817,  for  400  arpents,  on  Escambia  river,  issued  by  Governor  Masot,  cleared  and  cultivated 
in  1818.     Confirmed  as  belonging  to  class  of  claims  marked  A. 

6.  Daniel  Malloy,  who  is  proved  to  be  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  the  head  of  a  family,  claims  640 
acres,  in  Escambia  county,  wliich  he  occupied  and  cultivated  from  1818  to  1824.  This  claim  was  reported 
in  the  second  class  of  donation  claims  marked  I,  but  upon  further  examination  is  found  to  belong  to  the 
first  class  marked  H,  and  as  sucli  has  been  confirmed. 

7.  Noah  Colhoon,  who  is  proved  to  be  twenty-one  j'ears  of  age  and  the  head  of  a  family,  claims  640 
acres,  in  Escambia  county,  which  he  occuined  and  cultivated  from  1818  to  1819.  Confirmed  as  belonging 
to  first  class  of  donation  claims,  marked  H. 

8.  The  heirs  of  Winters  Brinson  claim  640  acres  in  Escambia  county.  They  prove  that  tlieir  ancestor 
was  twenty-one  _years  of  age  and  the  liead  of  a  family,  and  occupied  and  cultivated  said  land  from  1816 
to  1819.     Confirmed  as  belonging  to  first  class  of  donation  claims,  marked  H. 

9.  Mariana  Bonifay,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  certificate  showing  that  the  two  arpent 
lots,  Nos.  54  and  55,  were  commuted  for  three  garden  lots,  and  given  in  exchange  by  the  government, 
issued  by  Governor  Masot,  and  dated  April  30,  1818.     Confirmed. 

10.  Carlos  Lavalle  present  claimant,  Gilberto  Guillmard  original  grantee,  a  grant  for  public  services 
of  lot  No.  234,  eighty  feet  front  by  one  hundred  and  seventy  deep,  issued  by  Intendant  Morales,  dated 
February  26,  1810.     Confirmed. 

11.  Carlos  Barron,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  gratuitous  concession  for  Lwo  arpent  lots, 
Nos.  20  and  21,  dated  April  22,  1811,  issued  by  Intendant  Morales,  surveyed  by  V.  S.  Pintado  March  20, 
1811,  and  built  upon  and  enclosed  from  1811  to  1821.  Confirmed  as  belonging  to  class  of  claims 
marked  D. 

12.  Eugeuio  Antonio  Sierra  present  claimant,  James  Ross  original  grantee,  a  British  patent  for  lot 
No.  169,  dated  October  29,  1765,  issued  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  surveyed  by  Elias  Durnford  July  11, 
1765,  and  built  upon  and  enclosed  from  1780  to  1825.  Confirmed  as  belonging  to  class  of  claims 
marked  D. 

13.  Eugeuio  Antonio  Sierra  present  claimant,  Samuel  Tucker  original  grantee,  a  British  patent  for 
lot  No.  204,  dated  September  13,  1766,  issued  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.,  survej-ed  bj^  Elias  Dnrnford 
August  26,  1766,  and  built  upon  and  enclosed  from  1780  to  1825.  Confirmed  as  belonging  to  class  of 
claims  marked  1). 

14.  Marcos  Devilliers  claims  a  double  lot  No.  245,  a  part  of  which  he  purchased  at  auction  August 
20,  1804,  survoj'cd  by  V.  S.  Pintado  November  14,  1810;  the  other  part  he  obtained  as  a  gratuitous  con- 
cession July  19,  1816;  issued  by  Governor  Zuniga,  survej'cd  by  Antonio  Balderas  August  16,  1820,  and 
built  upon  and  enclosed  from  1814  to  1824.     Confirmed. 

15.  Francisco  Colein,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  concession  of  lot  E  as  a  remuneration 
for  loss  of  cattle,  dated  November  24,  1817,  witli  a  title  in  form  dated  November  28,  1817,  issued  by 
Governor  Masot.  This  lot  was  reserved  upon  the  new  plan  of  the  city,  as  laid  (jut  by  the  cabildo,  for  a 
market-house.     The  testimony  in  this  case  proves  the  claim  to  be  antedated  and  fraudulent. 

16.  Eugeuio  Lavalle,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  concession  of  lot  L  as  a  remuneration 
for  services  rendered  as  head  armorer,  dated  November  22,  1817,  issued  by  Governor  Masot,  surveyed  by 
Antonio  Balderas  June  30,  1821.  The  testimony  in  this  case  proves  the  claim  to  be  antedated  and 
fraudulent. 

17.  John  B.  Gazenave,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  concession  of  lot  J  and  a  lot  on  the 
square  of  Ferdinand  Seventh,  adjoining  that  of  Manuel  (xonzales,  seventy  feet  front  and  extending  to  the 
bay,  as  a  remuneration  for  damages  sustained  in  preserving  the  public  ordnance,  &c.,  in  one  of  his  houses, 
dated  August  16,  1817,  issued  by  Governor  Masot,  surveyed  by  Antonio  Balderas  May  24,  1821.  Lot  J 
was  reserved  upon  the  new  plan  of  the  city  for  building  barracks.  The  testimony  in  this  case  proves  the 
claim  to  be  antedated  and  fraudident. 

18.  John  B.  Cazonave,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  concession  for  a  lot  without  number, 
extending  from  the  Tivoli  lot,  marked  H,  500  feet  into  the  bay,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  wharf, 
dated  October  5,  1817,  issued  by  Governor  Masot.  The  condition  of  building  a  wharf  was  never 
fulfilled. 

19.  Joseph  Cevallos,  present  chximant  and  original  grantee,  a  concession  of  lot  I  for  public  services, 
dated  January  12,  1818,  issued  by  Governor  Masot.  This  lot  was  reserved  on  the  new  plan  of  the  cabildo 
for  an  hospital.  From  an  examination  of  the  concession,  it  has  been  antedated  and  is  believed  to  be 
fraudulent. 

20.  Josepli  Gomes,  present  claimant  and  orignal  grantee,  a  gratuitous  concession  for  800  arpents,  in 
Escambia  county,  dated  December  4,  1818,  issued  by  Governor  Masot.  Rejected  for  a  non-compiliance 
with  conditions,  as  belonging  to  class  of  claims  marked  G. 

21.  Francisco  Rocheblave,  present  claimant  and  original  grantee,  a  gratuitous  concession  for  800 
arpents,  on  the  bay  of  Escambia,  dated  November  25,  1817,  issued  by  Governor  Masot.  Rejected  for 
non-compliance  with  conditions,  and  a  belief  that  it  is  antedated  and  fraudulent,  as  belonging  to  class  of 
claims  marked  G. 

22.  The  trustees  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Michael  claim  a  church  and  the  ground  on  which  it 
stands,  measuring  101  feet  in  length  and  thirty-eight  feet  in  width,  marked  (d)  in  the  new  plan  of  the 
cabildo.     The  claim  is  founded  on  prescription;  the  trustees  proving  that  it  was  consecrated  as  a  church 
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May  8,  nSl,  ami  has    been  occiipicil  as  such  ever  since  with   the   ac(|uiesccnce  nf  the   iniMic   aiilhuiilics. 
We  therefore  recommend  it  to  Conj;'ress  for  conlirmation. 

All  which  is  respectl'ullv  submitteil  hy  the  uii(lersii;iied  commissioners. 

SA.MUKi.  i;.  ((VKirrcjN. 

JOSEril  M,   WHITE. 


St.  Arc.i-STixE,  Janimri/  1,  1825. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  East  Florida, 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  j'ou,  IVir  the  information  of  the  Congress  of  the  L'nited  States,  that  they  iiave  found 
it  utterlj-  impossible  to  complete  the  duties  assigned  them  by  the  act  of  February  27,  1824,  in  the  time 
limited  by  that  act. 

The  inability  of  our  secretary  to  translate  and  record  the  volumin(.)us  documents  filed  in  suiipoit  of 
titles  to  lauds  within  the  period  limited  has  been  before  represented  to  the  pro])er  department.  It  will 
be  seen  bj'  the  enclosed  statement  what  his  labors  have  been  since  his  appointment,  and  how  necessary  it 
is  that  the  commissioners  should  be  authorized  to  employ  assistant  translators  and  clerks  should  Congress 
think  proper  to  extend  the  time  for  ascertaining  claims,  &c.,  in  East  Florida. 

It  may  not  here  be  improper  to  remark,  that  in  not  more  than  one-ipuirter  of  the  claims  arc  the 
original  grantees  the  present  owners.  In  a  very  large  number  of  cases  the  property  has  been  conveyed 
two,  three,  and  four  times.  These  conveyances  as  well  as  the  original  grants  were  always  made  in  the 
Spanish  language  previous  to  the  cession  of  1821. 

The  office  abstracts,  which  we  are  authorized  to  receive  by  the  last  act  of  Congress,  facilitate  but 
very  little  the  proceedings  of  the  board.  They  are  necessarily  made  in  the  Spanish  language,  and  conse- 
quently have  to  be  translated.  The  concessions  made  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790  being  upon 
conditions,  much  time  has  been  consumed  and  mucli  labor  bestowed  in  collecting  and  arranging-  the  tes- 
timony to  prove  the  conditions  performed;  witnesses  have  been  frequently  compelled  to  travel  50  and  100 
miles.  The  mass  of  testimony  collected  in  the  cases  upon  which  we  have  already  decided  is  so  great  that 
we  cannot  possibly  have  it  copied  to  send  on  with  the  list  of  the  cases  herewith  presented.  Our  secretary 
has  not  been  able  to  attend  to  the  recording  of  the  claims  decided  upon.  A  clerk  has,  however,  been 
employed  upwards  of  three  months,  and  with  the  utmost  industry  he  has  not  recorded  more  than  thirty- 
four  claims.  They  average  twenty-one  pages  each,  of  seventy-two  words.  He  has  likewise  rendered  this 
board  other  services  -which  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  and  for  which  he  has  not  received  any  compen- 
sation. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  descriptive  lists  of  the  claims  herewith  forwarded,  that  in  many 
instances  the  surveys  have  been  made  long  after  the  date  of  the  grants.  This  has  been  owing,  in  some 
cases,  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  previous  to  the  cession;  the  Indians  have  sometimes  interfered 
to  prevent  survej's;  and,  indeed,  within  the  last  season,  attempts  have  been  made  by  them  to  obstruct  the 
surveying  of  lands  within  eighty  miles  of  St.  Augustine.  A  com-se  has  been  pursued  by  some  of  the 
claimants  calculated,  if  submitted  to,  to  injure  the  United  States;  and  we  think  proper  to  point  it  out  to 
Congress  in  order  that  such  instructions  may  be  given  to  the  surveyor  general  as  may  prevent  such  a 
result.  To  obtain  grants  of  land,  the  practice  under  the  Spanish  government  was,  for  the  applicant  to  set 
forth  in  a  memorial  to  the  governor  his  wants,  and  asking  for  lauds  corresponding  to  the  number  of  his 
family  at  some  particular  place  described  in  his  memorial.  To  these  applications  the  usual  reply  of  the 
governor  was,  "  let  the  lauds  asked  for  be  granted  without  injury  to  a  third  person."  If  the  grantee, 
upon  examination,  did  not  take  the  lands  granted,  he  again  by  memorial  applied  for  a  change  of  location, 
and  in  many  instances  leave  has  been  given.  Recently,  say  since  1818,  persons  to  whom  lands  were  granted 
previous  to  that  time  at  places  designated  in  their  memorials  have,  without  any  application  for  leave  to 
do  so,  changed  their  locations,  and  had  lands  surveyed  at  one  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  spots  asked 
for  and  granted  them.  This  course  does  not  a))pear  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  government;  and, 
indeed,  it  seems  so  contrary  to  the  interests  and  policy  of  the  Spanish  government  that  we  cannot  for  a 
moment  believe  that  such  a  course  would  have  been  allowed  or  tolerated.  In  c(jnfirming  the  claims,  or  in 
recommending  them  for  confirmation,  the  commissioners  have  looked  only  to  the  grants.  The  surveys, 
where  they  do  not  correspond  with  the  grants,  should  not,  in  our  opinion,  be  at  all  attended  to,  but  that 
the  surveyor  general  should  be  instructed  to  survey  the  lands  claimed  at  the  places  pointed  out  in  the 
memorials  and  grants. 

The  commissioners  have  declined  making  a  reiiort  upon  a  number  of  large  grants  under  the  royal 
order  of  1815,  and  which  have  been  submitted  for  adjudication.  It  is  believed  that  testimony  maybe  in  a 
short  time  procured  which  will  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  grants  made  in  virtue  of  that  order; 
and  as  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  lands  claimed  in  the  territory  have  been  granted  under  it,  we  have 
considered  it  important  to  delay  making  at  this  time  a  final  report  of  them.  This  delay  will  not  operate 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  claimants,  as,  from  the  want  of  sufficient  clerks,  the  testimony  and  records  neces- 
sary to  be  submitted  to  Congress  cannot  be  prepared  in  time  for  that  body  to  decide  at  its  present  session 
upon  the  validity  of  their  titles. 

In  an  edict  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  dated  Madrid,  June,  8,  1814,  it  is  ordered  that,  in  the  distribution 
of  lands,  "  the  intendants,  &c.,  shall  adhere  to  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  and  particularly  to  the  royal  instruction 
of  October  15,  1754."  We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  latter  document,  and  we  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  applying  through  our  minister  at  Madrid  for  a  copy  of  it. 

We  have  inquired  of  the  secretary,  and  find  that  the  bare  sum  of  twelve  dollars  and  sixty-tViur  cents 
has  been  received  on  account  of  the  recording  fees  under  the  former  act  of  Congress,  and  that  the  board 
have  never  received  any  sum  whatever  to  apply  towards  lessening  the  expenses  of  the  commission.  A\  e 
have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.VVIS  FLOYD. 
GEO.  ilUKRAY. 
W.  U.  ALLEN. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washimjlon  Git;/. 
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STATEMENT. 

Whole  niimber  of  claims  to  land  filed  in  the  office  of  the  board  of  land  commissioner.s  for  East 

Florida 1,004 

Whole  number  of  claims  lodg-ed  in  the  office  since  the  law  expired 13 

Wliole  number  of  claims  under  1,000  acres t57 

Whole  number  of  claims  confirmed  under  1,000  acres 132 

Whole  number  of  claims  confirmed  over  1,000  acres 10 

Whole  number  of  claims  under  the  donation  act  of  640  acres 43 

Whole  number  of  claims  under  the  donation  act  of  640  acres  confirmed 3 

Whole  number  of  claims  recorded,  avera^-ing  21  pages  of  12  words  each 41 

Number  of  British  grants  acted  upon  and  ascertained  to  be  invalid 36 

Number  of  Britisli  grants  reconnnended  as  valid  over  3,500  acres 2 

Number  of  claims  recommended  for  confirmation  not  exceeding  3,500  acres 20 

Number  of  claims  undefined  in  quantity,  but  recommended  for  confirmation 4 

Number  of  claims  recommended  for  confirmation  but  not  reported 18 

Number  of  claims  held  under  advisement 80 

Number  of  claims  rejected 4 

EECAPITrLATION. 

Claims  confirmed 145 

Claims  recommended  for  confirmation 26 

Claims  ascertained  to  be  invalid 40 

Claims  recommended  for  confirmation  but  not  reported 18 

Claims  held  under  advisement 80 

Total  of  claims  acted  upon 309 


■ 
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SECOND  SESSION.— 1824. 

No.   1.— IIeport  No.   L— 1824. 

John  F.  Brown  vs.  The  United  Slalca.     Claim,  to  fifhj-onc  acrvn  i>f  land. 

MEMORI.M,. 

To  the  honorable  Ihe  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Tiic  petition  of  John  F.  Brown  showpth:  That  j'onr  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting- 
of  fifty-one  acres,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  St.  John's  river,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Dame's  I'uint, 
comprised  in  two  islands  divided  by  a  neck  of  land  and  marsh  in  front  of  said  river,  bounded  on  the  east 
by  St.  John's  river,  on  tlie  soutli  by  St.  Jolm's  river,  and  on  the  north  by  a  line  runnini:;  nortli  80"  west,  123 
cliains,  and  on  the  west  by  a  line  running:  north  20  chains,  and  by  a  marsh,  ag-rcealde  to  a  plat  herewith 
exhibited,  and  marked  F;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Josiah  Gray,  dated 
February  10,  1816,  by  Governor  Coppini^cr,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  JIarch  2'.»,  1815,  who  sold  the 
same  to  George  Fleming-,  as  per  deed  marked  D,  and  dated  March  8,  1819,  and  sold  b_y  (ieorge  Fleming  to 
your  memorialist  as  per  deed  marked  E,  dated  November  22,  1820,  herewith  exliibited.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showcth  that  he  was,  at  the  excliange  of  flags,  and  now  is,  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  and  resident  of  the  said  lands. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOUN  F.  BROWN. 

[Translation.] 

To  his  c.rcellencij  the  governor: 

Don  Joseph  Gray,  inliabitant  of  this  province,  established  in  Fernandina,  to  your  excellency  respectfully 
showeth:  That  he  is  desirous  of  establishing  himself  in  the  cultivation  of  lands  and  the  cutting  of  timber 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  John's,  with  his  slaves,  for  which  purpose  he  hopes  your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  attend  to  his  request  by  granting  him,  on  the  terms  you  may  think  proper,  and  to  a  subject 
who  in  said  town  was  enrolled  in  the  militia  and  performed  the  daily  duty  during  the  threatened  assault 
which  it  suffered  since  the  last  evacuation  thereof  by  the  United  States,  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
following  places:  One  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  place  called  I)ame's  Point,  St.  Johns;  one  hundred  in 
that  known  as  James  liichards',  Clapboard  creek;  and  the  remaining  two  hundred  in  the  place  called 
Neweomb's  creek,  Wm.  Christopher,  which  places  are  vacant;  and  assures  your  excellency  that,  should  j-ou 
be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  same,  he  will  cultivate  and  improve  it.  In  virtue  of  which  he  prays  your 
excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  said  lands  to  remove  thereon  immediately  with  his  family,  consisting 
of  himself,  his  wife  and  daughter,  and  six  slaves,  being  a  favor  for  which  he  will  be  grateful.  Florida, 
January  9,  1816. 

JOSIAH  GRAY. 

St.  Augustine,  January  9,  1816. 

Let  the  civil  and  military  commandant  cif  Amelia  island  report  relative  to  the  particulars  to  which 
the  interested  refers,  and  also  of  the  slaves  which  he  possesses,  and  their  ages,  that,  according  to  which,  I 
may  order  what  may  be  most  convenient. 

COPPINGER. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor : 

The  interested  in  this  memorial  has  proved  that  he  has  six  slaves,  and  the  family  which  he  cites,  being 
of  very  industrious  habits,  without  vice,  as  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  observe  for  more  than  seven  months 
that  I  have  been  commanding  in  this  town.  As  to  what  respects  his  services  and  fidelity,  the  certificate 
of  the  captain  and  lieutenant  proves  it;  for  which  reason  I  am  of  opinion  that  your  excellency  may  be 
pleased  to  grant  him  the  land  to  which  he  is  entitled,  as  he  pledges  to  be  a  useful  inhabitant  of  this 
province.  Notwithstanding  all  of  which,  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  determine  what  you  may 
think  most  convenient.     Fernandina,  February  9,  1816. 

BENITO  DE  I'ANGUA. 

St.  Augustine,  February  16,  1816. 

In  consequence  of  what  appears  by  his  Majesty's  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  relative  to  the 
quantity  of  land  to  be  distributed  to  those  who  have  served  in  the  militia  during  the  insurrection  of  the 
province,  there  appertains  to  Don  Joseph  Graj-,  his  wife,  and  six  slaves  which  he  owns,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  according  to  the  rules  which  are  observed  for  this  purpose;  in  virtue  of  which,  let  liim  be 
informed  that  he  put  in  continuation  and  point  out  the  place  that  suits  him,  and  a  minute  description  of 
its  lioundaries,  that,  with  this  knowledge,  the  title  of  property  can  be  given  him  from  the  notary's  office, 
without  any  other  requisite,  and  without  injury  to  a  third. 

COPPINGER. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  -S'.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

To  his  excellency  the  governor: 

Don  Josiah  Gray,  a  resident  and  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  showeth: 
That,  for  the  ends  that  may  be  advantageous  to  him,  he  requires  tliat,  liy  the  notary  of  government,  there 
be  given  to  him  in  continuation  a  certified  copy  of  the  plat  and  certificate  made  by  the  surveyor,  Don 
George  Clarke,  of  the  land  which  this  government  granted  to  the  memorialist  at  a  place  kni.iwn  as  Dame's 
Point,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's;  which  plat  is  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  said  notary. 
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He  therefore  prays  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  that  his  request  be  attended  to,  being 
ready  to  pay  the  customary  fees,  which  gift  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency.  St. 
Augustine,  March  8,  1819. 

JOSIAH  GRAY. 

St.  Augustine,  3Iarch  8,  1819. 

Asrrceably  to  his  renucst. 

COPPINGER. 

Before  mc:     Juan  de  Entealgo,  Notary  of  Government. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  to  Don  Josiah  L.  Gray. 
I  attest:  ENTRALGO. 

CERTIFICATE. 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed  by  the  government  of  the  same  city  and  its  provinces:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid 
off  for  Don  Josiah  Gray  fifty-one  acres  of  laud  in  the  place  known  by  the  name  of  Dame's  Point,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  being  part  of  a  large  (juantity  granted  him  February  16,  1816,  and 
conformable  in  all  it.s  parts  to  the  following  plat,  a  copy  of  •which  remains  in  the  book  of  surveys  under 
my  charge.     Fernaudina,  May  6,  1816. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Conformable  to  its  original,  copied  in  my  presence  by  Don  Andrew  Burgcvin,  an  intelligent  person; 
and  as  respects  the  figure  of  the  plat  and  the  rest  contained  therein,  as  literally  taken  from  the  original, 
which  remains  in  thearchives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  in  compliance  with  what  is  ordered 
on  the  preceding  decree,  I  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  8,  1819. 

[l.  s.]  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notary  of  Government. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  of  the  51  acres  by  Josias  Gray  to  George  Fleming,  dated  March  8,  1819; 
also,  a  conveyance  from  George  Fleming  of  the  said  51  acres  to  John  Flagg  Brown,  (the  claimant,)  dated 
November  22,  1820.] 


that  the  grantee, 
that  he  conveyed 
In  consideration 


DECREE    DY  THE    BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  1818 
after  the  above  date,  located  the  fifty-one  acres  at  the  place  set  out  in  his  memorial; 
the  same  by  deed  to  George  Fleming,  who  conveyed  the  same  by  deed  to  claimant, 
whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  17,  1824. 

No.  2.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

John  F.  Brown  vs.  Tlic  United  States.     Claim  to  ninety-five  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  John  F.  Brown  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  ninety-five  acres,  situated  in  a  place  called  Clapboard  creek,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  St.  John's,  consisting  of  a  small  island  called  Pilot's,  and  pine  barren  near  it  separated  from  said 
island,  bounded  by  Big  and  Little  Clapboard  creeks,  on  all  other  sides  by  marsh  and  pine  barren;  first 
line  runs  north,  twenty-five  chains;  the  second  line  runs  west,  fifteen  chains;  the  third  line  runs  soutli  fifty 
degrees  west,  twenty-five  chains;  the  fourth  lino  runs  south  seventy-six  degrees  east,  thirty-six  chains, 
agreeable  to  a  plat  herewith  exhibited  of  the  same,  and  marked  C;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  Josiah  Gray,  dated  February  16,  1816,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  nrder  of  Marcli  29,  1815,  who  sold  the  same  to  George  Fleming,  as  per  deed  marked  A,  dated  March 
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^,  1819,  and  sold  by  George  Fleming  to  your  memoriali.st,  as  per  <lrcd  marked  15,  and  dated  Novemlicr  22, 
1820,  herewith  cxhiljited.  And  your  niemuriali.st  further  shciwetli  that  h<'  was,  at  llie  e.xchangr  of  liaui, 
and  now  is,  in  actual  jiossession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  resi(h'ut 
on  the  said  lands.     All  whicli  is  resiiectluUv  suhiuitted. 

JOIIX   F.  P.UUWX. 

[Translatidii] 

To  his  cxceUenoj  the  govcrnur : 

Don  Joseph  Gray,  an  inhaldtant  of  this  province,  estahlished  in  Fernandina,  to  your  excellency 
respectfully  showeth:  That  he  is  desirous  of  estaldishing-  iiimself  in  the  cultivation  of  lands  and  the  cutting 
of  timber  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  John's,  with  his  slaves,  for  which  purpose  he  hopes  your  excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  his  rcipicst,  by  granting  him,  on  the  terms  you  may  think  proper,  and  to  a 
subject  who  in  said  town  was  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  performed  the  daily  duty  during  the  tlireatened 
assault  which  it  suifered  since  the  last  invasion  thereof  by  the  United  States,  four  hundred  acres  in  the 
following  places:  One  hundred  acres  in  the  jdace  called  Dame's  Point,  tSl.  Jolin's;  one  Innidred  acres  in 
that  known  as  James  Eiehards',  Clapboard  creek;  and  the  remaining  two  hundred  in  the  place  called 
Neuromb's  creel;  Wm.  Christopher,  which  places  are  vacant;  and  assures  your  excellency  that,  should^you 
be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  same,  he  w^ll  cultivate  and  improve  it;  in  virtue  of  which  he  prays  that}your 
excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  same.  He  will  cultivate  and  improve  it,  in  virtue  of  which  he 
prays  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  said  lands,  to  remove  thereon  immediately  with 
his  family,  consisting  of  himself,  his  wife,  one  daughter,  and  six  slaves,  being  a  favor  for  which  he  will 
ever  be  grateful.     Florida,  Januarv  9,  ISIG. 

JOSIAII  GFwVY. 

St.  ArcrsTixE,  Januanj  9,  18IC. 

Let  the  civil  and  military  commandant  of  Amelia  island  report  relative  to  the  particulars  to  which 
the  interested  refers,  and  also  of  tlie  slaves  which  he  possesses,  and  their  ages,  that,  according  to  which, 
I  maj-  order  wliat  mav  be  most  convenient. 

COPPINGER. 

To  his  excellenci/  the  governor  : 

The  interested  in  this  memorial  has  proved  that  he  has  six  slaves,  and  that  the  family  which  he  cites 
being  of  very  industrious  habits,  without  vices,  as  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  observe  for  more  than  seven 
months  that  I  have  been  commanding  in  this  town.  As  to  what  respects  his  services  and  fidelity,  the 
certificate  of  the  captain  and  lieutenant  proves  it,  for  which  reason  I  am  of  opinion  that  your  excellency 
may  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  land  to  whicli  he  is  entitled,  as  he  pledges  himself  to  be  a  useful 
inhabitant  of  tliis  province.  Notwithstanding  all  which,  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  determine 
what  you  may  think  most  convenient.     Fernandina,  February  9,  181(5. 

BENITO  DE  PANGUA. 

St.  Augustixe,  Fehruarij  10,  ISIG. 

In  consequence  of  what  appears  by  his  Majesty's  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  relative  to  the  quan- 
tity of  land  to  be  distributed  to  those  who  have  served  in  the  militia  during  the  insurrection  of  the 
province,  there  appertains  to  Joseph  Gray,  his  wife,  and  six  slaves  'wliich  he  owns,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  according  to  the  rules  which  are  observed  for  this  purpose.  In  virtue  of  which,  let  him  be  informed 
that  he  put  in  continuation  and  point  out  the  place  that  suits  him,  and  a  minute  description  of  its  bound- 
aries, that  with  this  knowledge  the  title  of  property  can  be  given  him  from  the  notary's  office  without  any 
other  requisite,  and  without  injury  to  a  third. 

COPPINGER. 

Before  me:  Jr.ix  de  Exte.\lgo. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  £.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 
To  his  excellency  the  governor : 

Don  Josiah  Gray,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  showeth:  That,  for 
the  ends  that  may  be  advantageous  to  him,  he  requires  that,  by  the  notary  of  government,  there  be  given 
him  in  continuation  a  certified  copy  of  the  plat  and  certificate  made  liy  the  surveyor,  Don  Genrge  Clarke, 
of  tlie  land  which  this  government  granted  to  the  memorialist  in  the  small  island  called  Tilot's  island, 
and  the  pine  barren  adjacent  to  the  same,  both  places  situated  on  the  creek  called  Clapboard  creek,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's;  which  plat  is  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  said  notary.  He  therefore 
praj-3  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  that  this  request  be  attended  to,  being  ready  to  pay  the 
customary  fees.  Which  gift  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency.  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  March  8,  1819. 

JOSIAH  L.  GRAY. 

St.  ArersTixE,  3Iarch  8,  1819. 
Agreeably  to  his  request.  COPPINGER. 

Before  me:  Juax  de  Extralgo,  Notary  </  Government. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  mouth,  and  year,  I  notified  tlie  preceding  decree  to  Don  Josiah  L- 
Gray.     I  attest:  ENTRALGO. 

CERTIFICATE. 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  survej'or  general, 
appointed  by  the  government  of  the  same  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  oil" 
for  Don  Josiah  Gray  ninety-five  acres  of  land  on  a  small  island,  and  on  the  pine  barren  adjacent  to  the 
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same,  both  places  situated  on  a  creek  named  Clapboard  creek,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's* 
being-  part  of  a  larger  quantity  granted  him  by  the  government  l''cbruary  16,  1816,  and  conformable  in  all 
its  parts  to  the  following  plat,  a  copy  of  which  remains  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.  Fernan- 
dina,  May  8,  1816. 

GEOEGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Flautalioji 


J^iMt 


Conformable  to  its  original,  copied  in  my  presence  by  Don  Andrew  Burgevin,  an  intelligent  person; 
and  as  respects  the  figure  of  the  plat,  and  the  rest  contained  therein,  are  literally  taken  from  the  original 
which  remains  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and,  in  compliance  with  wdiat  is  ordered 
in  the  preceding  decree,  I  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  8,  1819 

[l.  s.]  JOHN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notanj  of  Government. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.G. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Josiah  L.  Gray  to  George  Fleming,  dated  March  8,  1819,  for  the 
ninety-five  acres  of  land;  also  a  conveyance  from  Fleming  to  John  Flagg  Brown,  the  claimant,  dated 
November  22,  1820.] 

John  F.  Brown  vs.  The  United  Stales.     Claim  to  ninety-Jive  and  fifty-one  acres. 

ME5I0RIAL. 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  signature 
of  Juan  do  Entralgo,  wlio  was  notary  in  this  city  in  the  year  1816,  and  whoso  name  appears  to  the  docu- 
ments in  the  above  cases,  are  in  his  haudwriting. 

F.  J.  FATIO. 

DECREE   BY   THE    BOAED. 

The  board  ascertains  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  1818;  that  the  grantee, 
after  the  above  date,  located  the  ninety-five  acres  at  the  place  set  out  in  his  memorial;  that  he  conveyed 
the  same  by  deed  to  George  Fleming,  who  conveyed  the  same  by  deed  to  claimant.  In  consideration 
whereof,  wc  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  IT,  1824. 

No.  3.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
3Iariano  A.  Berta  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of  land. 


MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Mariano  A.  Berta  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  or  supposed  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres,  situated  in  the  county  of 
St.  John's,  on  Cartel  Point  neck,  bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  granted  to  Pachiti.  The  first  line  begins  at 
a  stake,  and  running  south  83°  west,  55  chains,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Guana  creek,  on  the  west  by  the 
North  river,  and  on  the  south  by  lands  of  John  Andrew.  Your  memorialist  is  not  able  to  set  forth  the  other 
lines,  the  said  tract  having  never  been  properly  surveyed.  Which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  Andrew  Paccty,  deceased,  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  on  Octo- 
ber 26,  1815,  whose  widow  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  June  20,  1822.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  his  name  is  Mariano  A.  Berta;  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

For  MARIANO  A.  BERTA, 
G.  W.  PERPALL. 
[Translation.] 

Title  of  property. 

Don  Juan  Josd  do  Estrada  y  Tore,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  commandant  of  the  third 
battalion  of  Cuba,  civil  and  military  governor  pro  tempore,  and  chief  of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city 
of  St.  Augustine,  and  its  province: 
Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 

of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who, 
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of  their  iVeo  will,  present  tliemselve.s  to  swear  alleg-iancc  to  our  suverei;;-n,  lamls  slinuld  he  siirvcyeil  Inr 
them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  tlie  hiborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Andres  I'acety,  of  this  eity, 
having-  presented  himself,  he  solicited  of  and  there  wore  g-ranted  him  by  the  g-overnnieiit,  under  date  of 
October  10,  1S04,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the  North  river,  as  ai)pears  by  the  certilicato 
i^iven  by  the  g-overnment  secretary's  office  of  the  same  date,  which  is  attaclied  to  the  pmceedings 
mstituted  bj-  tlie  interested,  praying  there  should  be  granted  him  the  corresponding-  title  <if  the  land 
above  mentioned;  which  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  of  John  Andrew,  and  on  the  north  with  those 
fornierly  belonging  to  Don  Manuel  Fernandez  Benticks,  as  also  appears  bj'  said  certillcate;  and  as  no  title 
whatever  had  been  given  him  fi>r  the  security  and  evidence  of  his  right  to  said  land  in  the  form  it  has 
been  given  to  others;  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  have  elapsed  to  obtain  said 
lands  in  fee  simple  and  absolute  property;  that  he  has  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  the  same,  and 
finally  performed  all  and  singular  the  conditions  established  by  the  government  fur  the  gifts  and  conces- 
sions of  this  nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is  set  forth  in  the  same  proceeding: 
Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  all  which,  I  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  I  do  grant,  in  the 
name  of  his  Majesty,  to  Don  Andres  Facet j-  the  two  hundred  acres  of  laud  in  absolute  property-,  for  him- 
self, his  heirs,  and  his  successors;  and  in  granting,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant,  him  the  corresponding 
title  by  which  I  separate  it  for  the  royal  domain;  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  lands;  and  I 
cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Don  Andres  Pacety,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  tiiereof, 
they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with 
all  "its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  a])purtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  doth, 
or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede, 
transfer,  and  alienate  it  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as 
possible,  and  according  to  law,  in  compliance  with  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notarj^  pro  lem.  of  government  and 
royal  finance,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  IC),  ISl.i. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTEADA. 

By  order  of  his  excellencj': 

Jr.vN'  DE  En"tr.\u;o,  Xotary  of  Government  and  Royal  Finance. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being- 
used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  10,  1815. 

[l.  s.]  JUAN  DE  ENTR.VLGO,  ih\,  dv. 

I  certify  the  forc^-oing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  £.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  by  the  widow  of  Andres  Pacet^-,  deceased,  to  claimant,  dated  June  13, 
1822.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  claimant  produced  to  the  board  in  support  of  his  claim  a  title  of  absolute  property  made  by 
Governor  Estrada  to  Andres  I'acety,  dated  October  16,  1815,  and  a  conveyance  from  the  widow  of  the 
said  Pacety  to  claimant  for  the  land  in  question.  In  consideration  whereof,  wc  confirm  the  same  to  him 
and  his  heirs.     April  20,  1824. 

No.  •!.— Eeport  No.  1.— 1821. 

George  Atkinson  vs.  Tin:  United  Slates.     Claim  to  three  hundred  and  ffti/  aere^  of  land. 

MEM0RL\I,. 

To  the  honorable  the  comniis.sioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  Atkinson,  by  George  Gibbs,  his  attorney,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  known  by  the  name  of  Colonel  Castle,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of 
Francisco  Richard,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Francisco  Richard,  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  north  20° 
west,  75  chains,  and  on  the  west  by  St.  John's  river,  agreeable  to  a  plat  herewith  exhibited  of  the  same, 
and  marked  A;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  William  Hart  by  Governor 
Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  who  sold  the  same  by  his  attorney  Don  Tomas 
de  Aguilar,  as  per  power  of  attorney,  marked  B,  to  George  Atkinson,  as  per  deed  marked  C,  lierewith 
exhibited.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  Hags,  and  now  is,  in 
actual  possession  of  said  land;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  resident  of  the  city  of 
Daricn.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON. 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Tran.sIation.  | 

Tide  of  propjcrly  in  favor  if  Wdliam  Uart  (f  the  plantation  called  Colonel  Ca.'>de. 

Don  Juan  Jose  dc  Estrada  y  Toro,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  army,  commandant  of  the  third  battalion  of 
Cuba,  which  garrisons  this  city,  and  civil  and  militaiy  governor  j^f'o  tempore  of  the  same  and  its 
province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  by  the  captain  general  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who,  ot  their  Iree  will, 
present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  be  laid  oft"  for  tiiem  gratis,  in 
proportion  to  the  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  William  Hart  having  presented  himself  as  one  of 
them,  there  were  granted  him  by  this  goveniment,  under  date  of  November  28,  1801,  the  plantation  called^ 
Colonel  Castle,  containing  ten  caballerias  andseventeen  acres  of  land,  situated  cm  the  river  St.  John's,  of 
this  said  province;  which  plantation,  on  account  of  its  first  owner,  John  George  Knowles,  having 
abandoned  it,  the  same  was  granted  to  Joseph  Pons,  December  16,  1795,  and  in  consequence  it  was 
exchanged  by  this  person  with  tlie  above-mentioned  Hart;  the  dimensions  and  boundaries  of  which  are  as 
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follows:  Tlie  first  line  runs  north  70°  cast,  commencing  at  a  laurel  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  St.  John's,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark,  bounding  the  lands  of  Don  William  Jones, 
measuring  GO  chains;  the  second  line  runs  north  20°  west,  beginning  at  the  said  i)ine,  and  ends  at  a  stake 
with  the  same  mark,  on  the  banks  of  the  said  river,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  given  by  Captain  Don 
Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  judge  for  the  distribution  and  survey  of  lands,  dated  January  24,  1792,  and 
its  corresponding  plat,  attested  by  Don  Samuel  Eastlake,  who  was  surveyor  in  said  measurement;  which 
certificate,  as  well  as  the  two  already  named  in  favor  of  Pons  and  Hart,  are  attached  to  the  proceedings 
instituted  by  the  last,  through  his  attorney  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  praying  there  should  be  granted  him 
the  corresponding  title  of  the  said  land,  which  lie  has  measured  and  laid  ofl",  and  of  which  he  is  in  posses- 
sion; and  as  no  title  whatever  had  been  given  him  for  the  security  and  evidence  of  his  right  to  tlie  said 
land  in  tlie  form  it  has  been  given  to  others;  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession 
have  elapsed  to  obtain  said  lands  in  fee  simple  and  absolute  property;  that  he  has  built  houses  thereon, 
and  cultivated  the  same,  and  finally  performed  all  and  singular  the  conditions  established  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  gifts  and  concessions  of  this  nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is 
set  fortli  in  the  same  proceedings:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  all  of  which,  I  have  granted, 
and  by  tliese  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  and  his  roj'al  justice,  which  I  administer, 
to  the  said  William  Ilart,  and  those  who  may  succeed  him,  the  above-mentioned  ten  cabalierias  and 
seventeen  acres  of  land  which  tlie  said  plantation  contains,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting,  as 
by  these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain, 
from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  tlie  said  William  Hart,  and 
to  those  who  may  succeed  him,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  posses  it  as  tlieir  own,  make  use  of 
and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatever,  witli  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and 
appurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  dotli,  or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain 
thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer  and  alienate  it  at  their  will  and  pleasure. 
To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to  law,  in  compliance  with  the 
sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  his  Majesty,  of  government 
and  royal  finance,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  4,  1801. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTKADA. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Josk  ZrMz,\RETTA,  Notai'ij  of  Government. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  he  a  true  and  correct  translation  of  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  general  power  of  attorney  from  William  Hart  to  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  dated  April 
9,  1808;  also,  a  conveyance  from  Aguilar,  as  attorney  aforesaid,  to  claimant,  dated  October  17,  1811.] 

[Translation  ] 
To  his  excellency  the  governor: 

Don  George  Atkinson,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  showeth:  That 
he  requires  that  the  land  which  he  purchased  of  William  Hart,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  be  laid  off,  to 
prevent  disputes  with  his  neighbors  adjoining;  he  therefore  prays  that  your  excellency  will  lie  pleased  to 
permit  the  surveyor,  Don  George  Clarke,  to  go  on  said  land  for  the  laying  ofl"  the  same,  which  favor  he 
hopes  to  receive  from  your  excellency.  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  3,  1811. 
As  attorney  for  the  interested: 

TOMAS  DE  AGUILAR.      ' 
Agreeably  to  his  request. 

ESTKADA. 
[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general,  appointed 
by  the  government  of  the  said  city  and  province:  I  certify  that,  in  compliance  witli  the  superior  order  of 
his  excellency,  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  Don  George  Atkinson,  merchant,  of  this  province,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  place  known  by  the 
name  of  St.  Elizabeth's  Battery,  which  land  is  according  to  the  following  in  its  figure  and  measurement, 
and  its  copy  kept  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.     Fernandina,  February  25,  1812. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

3d.    N.  85°  W.,  58  chains.  Slake. 
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I  certify  tlio  fdrogniii!;'  to  lie  :i  tnii'  riiid  cnrroct  traiislatiim  of  a  iloi'imii'iil   in  tlir  Spanisli  laii'j,aia<^(>. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  II.  L.  C. 

DECRKK   r!Y  THE   BOARD. 

The  claimant  pvodnced  in  evidence  a  title  of  abs(jlnte  property  from  riovenior  Estrada  to  William 
Hart,  dated  October  4,  1811.  Also,  a  power  of  attorney  from  .saiil  Hart  to  Don  Tomas  de  Ag-nilar,  dated 
April  9,  ISOs,  and  a  conveyance  from  Aguilar,  as  attorney  for  g-rantee,  to  claimant,  dated  October  17, 
1811;  all  wliicli  being-  satisfactory  to  the  board,  they,  iu  consideration  thereof,  contirm  to  the  claimant 
and  his  heirs  the  350  acres  of  land.     April  20,  ls24. 

No.  5.— Heimiiit  No.  1.— 1824 
Isaac  Ilcndrk'kti  vs.  Tlic  Vn'ded  Sfatea.     Claim  In  llinv  hundred  nud  Jif/ij  ai-res  of  Imid. 

MEMom.\I,. 

To  the  honorable  /he  commig>>ioncr><  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Isaac  Hendricks  respectfully  showeth:  Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  title  io  a  tract 
of  land  consisting'  of  350  acres,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  two  miles  above  Jackson- 
ville; bounded  sontli  and  east  by  McCoj^'s  creek,  Hogans'  lands;  northwest  by  [inlilic  lands;  bounded 
according  to  the  plat  of  the  survey  markc'd  A,  which  is  herewith  presented.  Which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  in  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790. 
Your  memorialist  iurtlier  states  that  he  is  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession; 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida.  All  t.if  which  is 
respectfullv  submitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Josti  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  pro  tcm.,  and  chief 
of  the  royal  finance  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who, 
of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  land  should  be  laid  olf  for  them 
gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  each  familj'  may  have;  that  Isaac  Hendricks  presented  himself  as  one 
of  them;  lie  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  him,  in  the  month  of  February,  1804, 
three  hundred  and  lifty  acres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  McCoy's 
creek,  as  is  seen  by  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  said  Hendricks;  that  there  sliould  be  given  him 
the  corresponding  title  of  property  to  said  lands  on  file  iu  the  government  notary's  office;  and  as  no  title 
whatever  had  been  given  the  said  Hendricks  for  the  security  and  evidence  of  his  right  to  the  said  land 
in  the  form  it  has  been  executed  to  others;  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  have 
elapsed  to  obtain  said  lands  iu  fee  simple  and  absolute  propert3',  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  them, 
and  performed  all  the  conditions  established  by  the  government  for  the  gifts  and  concessi(jns  of  this  nature, 
as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is  set  forth  in  the  same  proceedings:  Wherefore,  and 
in  consideration  thereof,  I  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  iu  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to 
the  aforesaid  Isaac  Hendricks,  his  heirs  and  successors,  the  said  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in 
absolute  property;  and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by 
which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and 
transfer  it  to  the  said  Isaac  Hendricks,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may 
possess  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances, 
outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  doth,  or  in  any 
manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  wish,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and 
alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  judicial  authority  as  far  as  possible,  and 
according  to  law,  in  compliance  with  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  gcjvenmient  and  royal  linance, 
iu  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  Seiitember  28,  1816. 

JOSE  COPPING EK. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Extrai,i;o,  N^utary  of  Government  and  Royal  Finance. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the  request 
of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being  used. 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  September  28,  1816. 

[l  s.]  -TUAN  DE  ENTEALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  l)e  a  true  and  correct  translation  of  a  document  in  the  Siuinish  language. 
'^  F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  n.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  J.  P.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general 
appointed  by  the  government  of  the  said  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laidofl 
for  Isaac  Hendricks  three  hundred  and  tifty'acrcs  of  land  in  the  place  called  McCoy's  creek,  emptying 
into  the  river  St.  Jolm's,  which  land  was  granted  him  by  the  government,  with  a  title  of  absolute  property, 
September  28,  1S16,  and  is  conformablo  to  the  following  i)lat  and  its  copy  in  the  book  of  surveys  under 
my  charo-e.     Feruandina,  Amelia  island,  February  14,  1817. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 
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Isl  line.     N.  45°  VV.,  100  chains.  Vacant  lands. 

I  certify  the  forogoing  to  Lc  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a 


document  in  the  Spanish  language. 
F.  J.  PATIO.  S.  B  L.  (J. 


DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 


The  claimant  establishes  his  claim  by  producing  to  the  board  a  title  of  absolute  property  for  the  land 
in  question  from  Governor  Coppinger  to  him,  dated  September  28,  181(5;  also  a  certified  plat  of  survey 
for  the  same.     Wherefore,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  22,  1824. 

No.  6.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Nathaniel  Wilds  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  one-third  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honoralile  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Wilds  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  tliirty-three  and  one-third  acres  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  one  mile 
below  the  junction,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Reuben's  Plantation,  bounded  north  by  St.  Mary's  river, 
south  by  vacant  lands,  cast  by  lands  of  your  memorialist,  and  west  by  vacant  lands,  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  by  a  roj'al  grant  made  to  Reuben  Hogan  May  2(5,  181.5,  in  a  survey  made  April  13, 
1190,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  all  of  which  will  be  seen  by  the  royal  grant,  which  is  herewith 
presented,  together  with  the  conveyance  of  Reuben  Hogan  to  your  memorialist.  Your  memorialist  further 
states  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Claimant's  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  2:>roperty. 

Don  Sebastain  Kindelan  y  Oregan,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  James,  brigadier  of  the  royal  armies,  military 
governor  and  political  chief,  and  of  the  royal  finance,  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its 
province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that,  to  those  foreigners  who, 
of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  be  laid  ofi"  for 
them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Reuben  Ilogans  having  presented 
himself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  delivered,  measured  and  delivered 
him,  thirteen  cahaUerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  in  the  plantation  called  Reuben,  being  the  complement 
of  those  he  is  entitled  to  according  to  the  number  of  his  family,  which  he  declared  on  oath,  which  land  is 
known  and  distinguished  under  the  following  boundaries  and  dimensions:  The  first  line  runs  south  20° 
west,  begins  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with 
the  same  mark,  and  measures  07  chains;  the  second  runs  north  70°  west,  68  chains,  commences  at  said 
pine  and  ends  at  another  with  the  same  mark;  the  third  runs  north  20°  cast,  commences  at  said  pine 
and  ends  at  a  stake  with  the  same  mark  of  a  cross,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  measuring  67 
chains,  its  front  running  along  the  banks  of  said  river,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  given  by  Captain 
Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  judge  for  said  partition  and  measurement  of  lands,  dated  April  13,  1792, 
and  its  corresponding  plat,  signed  by  Don  Samuel  Eastlake,  who  was  surveyor  at  said  measurement; 
and  as  no  title  whatever  had  been  given  him  for  the  security  and  evidence  of  his  right  to  the  said  land  in 
the  form  it  has  been  executed  to  others;  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  have 
elapsed  to  obtain  said  lands  in  fee  sim^jle  and  alisolute  property,  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  them, 
and  finally  performed  all  and  singular  the  conditions  established  by  the  government  for  gifts  and  con- 
cessions of  this  nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is  set  forth  in  the  proceedings 
instituted  by  the  interested,  praying  there  should  be  given  him  the  corresponding  one  to  said  lands,  which 
he  has  already  measured  and  laid  off,  and  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  same:  Wherefore,  and  in  con- 
sideration thereof,  with  the  previous  opinion  of  the  military  judge,  (auditor  de  guerra,)  I  have  granted, 
and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  said  Reuben  Hogans,  the  above-men- 
tioned thirteen  cahaUerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  which  said  plantation  contains,  in  absolute  property, 
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for  himself,  liis  lieirs  and  successors,  tliat,  in  conseqnciico  tlicrcof,  tlioy  may  pnssess  it  as  tlieirown,  make  iis<' 
of  ami  enjoy  it,  free  from  all  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  linhis 
and  apiiurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  liatli,  doth,  or  in  any  manner  by  ri^'ht  may  liclini.j;  di' 
pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  wish,  they  may  s('ll,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  il  as  miiv  li(st~suit 
them.  To  all  ul'  which  I  interpose  my  authorit.v  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to  hiw,  in  compliance 
with  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  inuler  my  hand,  and  countersigncil  by  the  nmlersigned  notary  jiru  /rui.  of  govcnnnenl  and 
royal  tinance,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  I'dorida,  Mav  2('),  1S15. 

SEBASTIAN'    KINDKLAN. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Jew  I)e  Extralgo,  Notary  pro  leiii.  of  Gorrrnntent  and  Royal  Fuiaiicr. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  iile  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  tu  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  (d'onliuary  })aper,  stanqis  not  Ijcin"- 
used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  May  2(),  1SL5. 

[i..  s.]       ^  "  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  ,fr.,  ,fc. 

I  certifv  the  foregoing-  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanisli  lan"'uaf''e 

F.  J.  FATIU,  ,S'.  L'.  L.  C.    "^  ' 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Reuben  Ilogans  to  claimant,  dated  Decendier  2C>,  1S22.] 

DECREE   BY  THE   IIOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  grant  to  be  a  valid  one  previous  to  January  24,  181S,  liy  claimant  ]iroducing 
the  title  of  absolute  property  from  Governor  Kindelan  to  Reuben  Ilogans,  dated  "iMay  2(i,  1815,  and  a 
conveyance  frijin  Ilogans  to  claimant.  Whereupon  we  confirm  the  land  in  question  to' claimant  and  his 
heirs.     April  '22,  1824. 

No.  1.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
WiUiam  Hart  vs.  Tlie  United  Slates.     Claim  to  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land,  in  Ea.<t  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  William  Hart  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situate  on  San  Pablo,  bounded  north  by  vacant  lands,  south  by 
vacant  lands,  east  by  Pablo  road,  and  west  by  Pablo  swamp,  which  will  be  seen  by  the  plat,  marked  I>, 
which  is  herewith  presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derived  from  a  decree  of  Governor  Coppinger, 
June  19,  1816,  in  a  petition  of  your  memorialist,  which  is  herewith  presented,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  1791.  Your  memorialist  further  states  that  lie  is  in  possession  ol'  said  land,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the 
cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  .Uetnorialist's  Attorney. 

[Translation  ] 
MEMORIAL. 

To  his  exccHency  the  governor : 

William  Hart,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  showeth:  That  he 
intends  dedicating  himself  to  the  raising  of  stock,  for  wdiich  purpose  ho  has  obtained  a  small  number  of 
various  kinds;  and,  having  found  on  the  plain.s  of  St.  Pablo  a  piece  of  vacant  pine  barren,  containing 
about  two  hundred  acres,  as  your  memorialist  has  not  been  granted,  until  the  present,  any  land  whatever, 
he  therefore  prays  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  two  hundreil  acres  set  forth,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  himself  on  said  land,  with  his  wife  and  two  chihlren  under  the  ago  of  eight 
years;  a  gift  wdiich  he  hopes  to  merit  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  June 

n,  1S16. 

WM.  HART. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustixe,  Florida,  June  19,  1816. 

Grant  to  the  memorialist  the  two  hundred  acres  of  land  wdiich  he  solicits  without  injurv  to  a  tliird. 

C'UITINGER. 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  ensign  of  infantry  of  the  army  and  secretary  of  government  of  this  citj'  and 
province:  I  certily  that  the  foregoing  copy  is  truly  taken  from  the  original  on  tile  in  the  oflice  under  my 
charge;  and,  in  virtue  of  what  is  ordered,  I  give  tlie  inesent  in  St.  Augustine,  Floriihi,  June  19,  1816. 

TIIO.MAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanisli  language. 

F.  J.  FATIG,  ,s'.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  survej-or  of  this  province:  I  certify  that  the  following  plat  represents  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  granted  to  Don  William  llart,  on  St.  Diego,  bounded  on  the  one  part  by  the  road  to 
St.  Pablo,  and  in  all  other  parts  conformable  to  said  plat.  In  witness  thereof,  I  give  the  present,  which 
I  sign  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  August  1,  1819. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 
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1.     N.  55-  K.,C2cliains. 


Pine  X 


.    S.  f)'."  VV.,70cliains.  Stake  x 

DFXREE    liV  THE  BOARD. 

The  clairnaul,  produced  in  evidence  a  grant  to  liim  by  Governor  Coppinger  without  condition,  dated 
June  10,  181G;  also,  a  certified  plat  of  survey  of  the  land.  The  board  deem  this  to  be  satisfactory,  and, 
in  consideration  thereof,  confirm  the  land  in  question  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     April  23,  1824. 

No.  8.— Eeport  No.  1.— 1824. 

Mary  Smith  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  three  hundred  andji/tij  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjMinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Mary  Smith  (late  Mary  Tharp)  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  creek  called  Chica.  The  first  line  runs 
south  55°  west,  43  chains;  the  second  line  runs  south  42°  east,  commencing  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross 
at  the  edge  of  said  creek,  40  chains;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  roj'al  grant  made  to  your 
memorialist  February  25,  1809,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1190.  And 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  she  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  September  12,  1823. 

CLARKE,  Attorney  for  Mary  Smith. 

Title  in  favor  of  Donna  Maria  Thaif)  of  the  plantation  called  Saitypit  Bluff. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Enrique  White,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine 

and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1190,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who, 
of  their  free  Avill,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  land  should  be  laid  off  for 
them  gratis  in  projiortion  to  the  number  of  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  John  Tharp  having 
presented  himself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted,  measured,  and 
delivered  to  him,  ten  caliallerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  in  the  plantation  called  Saw-pit  Bluff,  being 
[lart  of  those  he  is  entitled  to,  according  to  the  number  of  his  family,  which  he  declared  on  oath;  which 
laud  is  known  and  distinguished  under  the  following  boundaries  and  dimensions:  The  first  line  runs  south 
55  degrees  west,  43  chains,  begins  at  a  piine,  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  creek  of  the  little  bar,  and  ends 
at  a  stake,  with  the  same  mark,  on  the  banks  of  a  small  creek;  the  second  runs  south  42  degrees  cast, 
40  chains,  commences  at  a  stake,  with  a  cross,  on  the  banks  of  the  said  small  creek,  and  ends  at  another 
with  the  same  mark  of  a  cross.  This  land  has  two  fronts;  one  of  which  runs  along  the  creek  of  the  little 
bar,  and  the  other  on  the  banks  of  a  small  creek  running  through  a  marsh,  as  appears  from  the  certificate 
given  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  judge  for  said  partition  and  measurement  of  lands,  dated  April 
22,  1192,  and  its  corresponding  plat  signed  by  Don  Samuel  Eastlake,  who  was  surveyor  at  said  measure- 
ment, which  certificate  and  plat  are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary;  and  as  no  title  whatever 
had  been  given  him  for  the  security  and  evidence  of  his  right  to  said  land  in  the  form  it  has  been 
executed  to  others;  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  have  elapsed  to  obtain  said 
lands  iu  fee  simple  and  absolute  property,  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  them,  and  finally  performed  all 
and  singular  the  conditions  established  by  the  government  for  gifts  and  concessions  of  this  nature,  as  ia 
seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is  set  forth  in  the  proceeding  instituted  by  Don  James  Smith, 
in  the  name  of  his  wife.  Donna  Maria  Tharp,  legitimate  daughter  and  only  heir  of  the  aforementioned 
Don  John  Tharp,  deceased,  praying  there  should  be  given  in  favor  of  his  said  wife  the  corresponding  one 
to  said  land  which  has  already  been  measured  and  laid  off:  Wherefore,  and  iu  consideration  thereof,  I 
have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  and  his  royal  justice,  which  I 
administer,  to  the  said  Donna  Maria  Tharp,  daughter  and  only  heir  of  the  aforesaid  Don  John  Tharp, 
deceased,  and  to  those  who  may  succeed  her,  the  said  ten  caballerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  which 
said  plantation  contains  in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting  her,  as  bj"-  these  presents  I  do  grant  her, 
the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held 
in  said;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Donna  Maria  Tharp,  and  those  who  may  succeed  her,  that, 
in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encum- 
brance whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  riglits,  and  appurtenances,  and  all  and  in 
general  which  hath,  doth,  or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their 
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wish,  they  may  sell,  cede,  traiisfei-,  ami  alionato  it  as  may  best  suit  them.     Tn  all  ul'  whicli   I  iiitcr|iiise 
my  jnilieial  autlmrity  as  far  as  possible,  and  aeeoi-diiig-  to  law,  iu  e()iii|)lia!K'e  with  the  sovcrciK'ii  will. 

(Jiveii  under  my  hand,  and  emintersig-ned  by  the  undersi.tcned  notary  (if  ,n-ovcrinncnt  and  royal  linanee, 
and  ren'isters,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Aug-ustiiie,  Florida,  i^'ebniarv  2;!,  l!S(l',t. 

KM;niri-;  white. 

I'.y  order  of  his  excellency: 

Jose  dk  Zi'biz.\rett.i,  Sccrduri/. 

Don  Gonzalo  Zamoraiio,  commissary  of  tiic  army  and  accountant  of  the  royal  (inam-e,  and  Don  Jose 
Antonio  de  Ygniinez,  treasurer  pro  lem.  of  the  royal  chests  of  this  city  and  its  iirovinco:  W'c  (•(■rtily  that 
Don  Jose  de  Zubizaretta,  by  whom  the  foregoing'  copy  appears  sealctl  and  signed,  is  notary  of  government 
and  royal  iinance,  as  he  is  styled,  which  he  exercises  with  general  ai>proliation,  and  to  those  of  his  pnjfes- 
sion  there  is  and  always  has  been  given  entire  faith  and  credit  both  in  law  and  ecpiity;  and  that  it  may  lie 
made  known  ^vhcrcyer  it  may  be  necessary,  we  sign  the  present  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  25 
1809. 

(;ox/,AL()  7,.v:\iui;.\\o. 

JOSK  A.NTOXIU  DE  YCUIXEZ. 
A  tru(^  translation. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  Jl.  L.  a 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.VRD. 

We  ascertain  tliis  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  I81S,  by  claimant  producing  the  tith^ 
of  absolute  property  to  her  made  by  Ciovernor  AVhite,  dated  February  2o,  180'.l  ^\'e  therefore  confirm  it  t(j 
her  and  her  heirs.     April  23,  1824. 

No.  9.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Mary  Smith  vs.  Tlie  United  StatC)<.     Claimtufuur  Ituiubvd  and  fij'tij  acres  of  land. 

JIEMORI.II,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajipointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Mary  Smith,  late  Mary  Tharp,  respectfully  showoth:  That  your  memorialist  claims 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Plantage  Rico. 
The  tirst  line  runs  S.  11°  W.,  begiimiug  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross,  at  the  edge  of  Nassau  river,  22 
chains;  the  second  line  runs  S,  80°  W.,  85  chains,  to  the  river  Nassau;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  royal  grant  made  to  your  memorialist,  dated  February  25,  1809,  by  Governor  White,  by  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  in  actual  posses- 
sion of  said  lands;  that  she  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CLARKE,  Atlorncii  for  Marij  SmitJi. 

[Translation.  ] 

Title  in  favor  cf  Donna  Maria  Tharp  of  the  plantation  called  Rich  Plantation. 

Don  Enriipie  White,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  and  chief  of  the  royal  finance  of  the  same  and  its  province,  bj-  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  pr(.iviJcd,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners 
■who,  of  their  own  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  be  laid 
oil' for  them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  George  Tharp 
having  presented  himself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted,  measured, 
and  delivered  him  thirteen  caballerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  in  the  plantation  called  Rich  Plantation, 
being  the  full  complement  of  these  he  is  entitled  to  according  to  the  number  of  his  family,  which  he  declared 
under  oath,  which  land  is  known  and  distinguished  under  thefollowing  boundaries  and  dimensions:  The  first 
line  runs  S.  17°  W.,  22  chains,  commences  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Nassau, 
and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  the  second  runs  S.  80°  W.,  85  chains,  begins  at  said  pine,  and 
ends  at  another  with  the  same  mark;  the  third  runs  N.  30°  W.,  40  chains,  begins  at  the  last-mentioned  pine 
and  ends  at  another,  with  the  same  mark  of  the  cross,  on  the  banks  of  the  aforementioned  river  Nassau. 
The  front  of  these  lands  runs  along  the  margin  of  said  river,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  given  by  Captain 
Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  judge  for  said  partition  and  measurement  of  lands,  dated  March'22,  1793, 
and  its  corresponding  plat,  signed  by  Don  Josiah  Dupont,  who  was  surveyor  at  said  measurement;  and  as 
no  title  whatever  had  been  given  him  for  the  security  and  evidence  of  his  right  to  said  land  in  the  form  it 
has  been  executed  to  others,  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupe'd  jiossession  have  elapsed,  to 
obtain  said  lands  in  fee  simple  and  absolute  property,  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  them,  and  Ihially 
performed  all  and  singular  the  conditions  established  "by  the  government  for  gifts  and  concessions  of  this 
nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers',  and  is  set  forth  in  tiie  proceedings  instituted  by 
Don  James  Smith,  in  the  name  and  jointly  with  Donna  Maria  Tharp,  legitimate  daugiiter  and  only  heir  of 
the  aforementioned  Don  John  Tharp,  deceased,  praying  there  should  be  given  in  favor  of  the  said  Donna 
Maria,  his  wife,  the  corresponding  one  to  said  land,  which  has  already  been  measured  and  laid  oft' :  Where- 
fore, and  in  consideration  thereof,  I  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty 
and  his  royal  justice,  which  I  administer,  to  the  said  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  said  Don  Jiihn  Tharp, 
deceased,  and  those  who  maj'  succeed  her,  the  said  thirteen  caballerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  which 
said  plantation  contains,  in  absolute  property,  and  in  granting  her,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  her, 
the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held 
in  said  lands,  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Donna  Maria  Tharp,  and  those  who  may  succeed  her; 
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in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encum- 
brance whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  and  all  and  in 
general  which  hath,  doth,  or  may  in  any  manner  by  right  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  being  their  wish 
they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  as  may  best  suit  tliem.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  judicial 
autliority  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to  law,  in  compliance  witli  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  of  his  Majesty  and 
royal  finance,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  23,  1809. 

ENEIQUE  WHITE. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Jose  de  Zubiz.vretta,  Notary  of  Government. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the  request 
of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  four  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being  used. 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  25,  1809. 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZAEETTA.     [l.  s.] 

Don  Gonzalo  Zamorano,  commissary  of  the  army  and  accountant  <jf  the  royal  finance,  and  Don  Joscde 
Antonio  Yguinez,  treasurer  2^to  tern,  of  the  royal  chests  of  this  city  and  province:  AVe  certify  that  Don 
Josii  de  Zubizaretta,  by  whom  the  foregoing  cojiy  appears  sealed  and  signed,  is  notary  of  govern- 
ment and  royal  finance,  as  he  is  styled,  the  only  one  in  this  city  and  its  province;  and  to  those  of  his 
profession  there  is  and  has  always  been  given  entire  faith  and  credit,  both  in  law  and  equity;  and  that  it 
may  be  made' known  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  we  sign  the  iiresent  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February 
25,  1809. 

GONZALO  ZAMORANO. 

JOSE  ANTONIO  DE  YGUINEZ. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    BY  THE    BOAED. 

We  ascertain  this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  by  claimant  producing  the 
title  of  absolute  property  to  her  made  by  Governor  White,  dated  February  23,  1809.  AVe  therefore  confirm 
the  same  to  her  and  her  heirs.     April  24,  1824. 

3Iarij  Smith  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     Claim/or  four  hundred  andffty  acres  of  land. 

Bernardo  Segui,  being  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  annexed  to  the  copj'  of  the  royal  title  is  that  of 
the  notary  of  government  at  that  time,  Don  Jose  de  Zubizaretta,  and  the  said  copy  was  made  out  by  him, 
the  said  witness;  and  knows  the  present  claimant  set  down  in  the  grant  to  have  been  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Tharp. 

^  No.  10.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

George  W.  llaiiin  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioner.-^  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  W.  Martin,  of  Georgia,  showeth:  That  3'our  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called 
Big  Swamp,  in  front  of  Dutch  island,  bounded  eastwardly  by  St.  John's  river,  seventy-five  chains;  north- 
wardly by  vacant  lands,  forty  chains;  and  south  by  vacant  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  • 
from  a  royal  grant  made  to  Charles  W.  Clarke  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
October  29,  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist,  as  is  seen  l)y  conveyances  herewith  filed,  marked 
A  and  B.  And  j-our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  lands,  a 
certificate  and  plat  of  which  is  herewith  filed,  marked  C,  and  dated  May  30,  1820;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  State  of  Georgia.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

ARCH'D  CLARKE,  Atlorneyfor  the  Claimant. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  property  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Don  Carlos  Clarke,  in  Big  Swamp,  river  St.  John's. 

Don  Josii  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  pro  tern.,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  finance  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  gifts  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor,  the  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers, 
both  of  the  line  as  well  as  the  militia  of  this  said  province,  who  contributed  to  the  defence  of  the  same  at 
the  time  of  the  rebellion,  being  one  of  said  rewards  the  partition  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
family  each  individual  may  have;  that  Don  Carlos  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  provincial  militia  of  the  town  of 
Fernandina,  having  presented  himself,  and  having  made  known  his  services  rendered  in  said  defence,  he 
solicited  the  necessary  quantity  for  himself  and  his  slaves,  and  there  were  granted  him  three  hundred 
acres  in  a  place  called  Big  Swamp,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  above  and  near  an  island  called 
Turkey  Buzzard;  all  conlormable  to  the  regulations  established  by  this  government  for  the  partition  of 
lands,  and  according  to  the  number  of  ]iersons  and  slaves  his  family  consists  of,  as  well  as  by  my  decree 
of  this  day,  in  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  said  Don  Carlos  Clarke,  on  file  in  the  government  notary's 
office:  Wherefore  1  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  in  tlie  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  said 
Don  Carlos  Clarke,  the  above-mentioned  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  without  injury  to  a  third,  in  the  place 
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pointed  out,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absohitc  ])ropprty;  and  in  R-rantino-  liim,  as  1iy  tliosc 
presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corrcspondinp,-  tith'  by  whioli  1  sriuirah"  il  IViini  Ihc  rc.yal  duinain,  fnini  Ihc 
right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  land;  and  I  eedo  mid  transfer  il  U>  the  said  Dnii  CaVlos  ('hirUi>,  his  heirs 
and  snceossors,  that,  in  consequence  tliereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  nwn,  .■md  nnikc  use  ,,i'  imil  eniny 
it,  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurte- 
nances, and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  doth,  or  in  any  manner  by  riglit  may  liehmg  or  pertain  thivrcto; 
and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as'  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which 
I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to  law,  in  complianrc  willi  the  suvci'cign  will. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  nf  government  and  ro_\al  linanee, 
in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  10,  Is  17. 

JOSK  ("Ol'PiXCElt. 
By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Ju.w  DE  E.VTR.\u;o,  Nofarij  (if  Government  and  Boi/al  Finanee. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  fde  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stanqis  not  being- 
used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  10,  ISIT. 

[L.S.J  JUAN  DE  EXTIfALCO, 

Nolar'j  of  Gorernmen/  and  lini/al  Finance. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  captain  of  the  northern 
district  of  East  Florida,  and  surveyor  general,  ai^pointed  Ijy  the  government:  I  certify  that  I  have 
measured  and  laid  off  for  Don  Carlos  Clarke  300  acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at 
a  place  called  Big  Swamp,  opposite  a  suuill  island  called  Dutch  or  Turkey  Buzzard,  which  were  granted 

lid  is  conformable  to  the  following  plat  and 


t/  o  — 1  1 J     *-*.,      ^ 

its  copy  in  my  possession.     St.  Augustine,  May  30,   1820. 


GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


2(1  line.     N.  10°  E.  T.".. 


,J(^ 


Dutch  orTiirkfV  Btizznrd  iPl.ind. 


River  St.  Jnhn'i 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  two  documents  in  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Charles  W.  Clarke  to  claimant,  dated  April  23,  1822.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.IRD. 

We  ascertain  this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  by  claimant  producing  a 
title  of  absolute  property  made  by  Governor  Coppingcu-  to  Charles  W.  Clarke,  dated  April  10,  1817,  who 
conveyed  the  same  by  deed  to  the  claimant.  We  therefore,  upon  these  pro'jfs,  confirm  the  land  in  ques- 
tion to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  26,  1824. 

Xo.  11.— Report  Xo.  1.— 1824. 
Zachariah  Hogans  vs.  The  United  States:.     Claim  to  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 


ME.MORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Zachariah  Hogans,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  wife,  late  Maria  Suarez,  widow  of 
Turnel  Taylor,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  Tiitityour  memorialist  and  her  children  by  the  said  Tajdor 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  200  acres,  at  Jacksonville,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  St. 
John's,  bounded  north  by  public  land,  south  by  the  river  St.  John's,  west  by  land  formerly  granted  to  Jones, 
and  east  by  land  granted  to  Masters;  which  title  your  memorialist  derived  from  a  royal  .erant  made  to 
his  wife,  !Maria  Taylor,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  September  3,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March 
29,  1815,  which,  together  with  survey,  is  herewith  presented.  Your  menmrialist  further  states  that  he  is 
in  actual  possession  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  hi.'  is  a  citizen  cjf  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  Florida,     All  which  is  respectfully  sulmiitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  JHemorialtst'if  Altorneij. 
VOL.  IV 35  c 
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[Translation.] 

Dun  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  ^jro   tein.,  and  chief 
ot  the  royal  iinance  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  Jfarch  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  gifts  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor,  tlie  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
both  of  tlie  line  as  -well  as  militia  of  tliis  said  province,  who  contributed  to  the  defence  of  the  same  at  the 
time  of  the  rebellion,  being  one  of  said  rewards  the  partition  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
family  each  individual  may  have;  that  Donna  Maria  Suarez,  widow  of  Turnel  Taylor,  having  presented 
herself  soliciting  the  quantity  slic,  her  deceased  husband,  children,  and  slaves,  were  entitled  to,  on  account 
of  her  said  husband  being  killed  in  the  attack  made  by  the  enemy  upon  the  river  St.  John's  during  the 
insurrection  of  this  province,  as  she  has  proved  by  certificates,  tliere  was  granted,  by  my  decree  of  the 
12th  of  the  present  month,  200  acres  of  land  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  military  post  of  St.  Nicholas, 
on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  the  mouth  of  a  creek  known  as  McCoy's  creek,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
plantation  of  John  Jones,  and  on  the  other  sides  bj' vacant  lands;  all  conformable  to  the  regulations 
established  bj-  this  government  for  the  partition  of  lands,  and  the  number  of  persons  and  slaves  her 
said  family  is  composed  of,  as  is  set  forth  in  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  above-mentioned  Donna  Maria 
Suarez,  on  file  in  the  government  notary's  office:  Wherefore,  I  liave  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do 
grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  aforesaid  widow  and  children,  heirs  and  successors,  the  said  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  without  injury  to  a  third,  in  the  place  already  pointed  out,  in  absolute  property; 
and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from 
the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said 
widow  Donna  Maria  Suarez  and  children,  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may 
possess  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances, 
outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  ajipurtcnances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  dotii,  or  in  any  man- 
ner by  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and 
alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  judicial  authority  as  far  as  possible, 
and  according  to  law,  in  virtue  of  what  has  been  set  forth  in  compliance  with  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersig-ned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  September  13,  1816. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Extr.vlgo,  d-c,  dc,  d-c. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not 
being  used.     St.  Augustine,  Horida,  September  13,  1816. 

[l.  s.]  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor 
general,  appointed  by  the  government  of  the  said  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and 
laid  oft"  for  Donna  Maria  Taylor  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  were  granted  her  in  absolute  property 
the  13th  of  September  of  the  year  1816,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  a  creek  called  McCoy's  creek,  and  is  conformable  in  all  its  parts  to  the  following  plat  and  its 
copy  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.    Fernandina,  February  21,  1817. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Tacant  lands. 
9(1  line.     East  50  chains. 


Pine. 


I 

a 


I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  two  documents  in  the  Spanish 
language. 


P.  J.  FATIO,  -S".  B.  L.  C. 


DECREE    BY  THE   BOARD. 


The  claimant  produced  in  evidence  a  title  of  absolute  property,  dated  September  13,  1816,  to  his 
wife,  as  widow  of  Turnel  Taylor,  deceased,  together  with  a  certified'plat  for  the  two  hundred  acres.  In 
consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  26,  1824.  » 
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No.  12.— Report  No.  I.— 1824. 
Frederick  JlcJfitrrin  vs.  The  United  Slates.     Claim  to  four  Ivmdred  and  Jifly  arr>:<  uf  land. 

MK.MllM.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  a2>2X)inhYl  to  a.^'certain  claims  and  lilies  to  lands  in  Fa.-<t  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Frederick  McMiirriu  re.^pectl'ull}- showetli:  That  your  iiiemiiri;ilist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  laud  consisting  of  four  hutulreil  and  tifty  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  at  a  phice  called 
Wilder's  plantation.  1st  line,  east  tiftj-  chains  from  said  river  to  a  pine;  thence  to  the  river  west  fil'tv 
chains,  bounded  by  public  lands,  which  will  be  seen  by  the  plat  which  is  herewitii  presented.  Which 
title  your  memorialist  derived  from  a  decree  of  Governor  Estrada,  December,  ISlo,  in  virtue  of  the  ruvul 
order  of  1790.  Your  memorialist  further  states  that  lie  is  a  citizen  uf  the  United  States  and  resident"  of 
Florida,  and  also  tliat  he  is  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  JLinorialist's  Attorncij. 

[Translation.] 
ME5I0RI.A.L. 

Frederick  McMurrin,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  most  respectfully  showeth: 
That  about  the  years  ISOl  and  1802  lie  took,  witii  permission  of  the  government,  a  piece  of  laud  situated 
about  eight  miles  to  the  south  of  a  place  known  by  tlie  name  of  Trader's  Hill,  on  the  river  St.  Mary's, 
containing  four  hundred  and  tifty  acres,  wliieh  he  has  kept  possession  of  to  tliis  day,  cultivating  them 
according  to  his  means;  and,  as  he  is  in  -want  of  a  document  to  prove  the  same,  that  is  to  say,  a  con- 
cession of  said  lauds,  he  therefore  prays  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  that,  through  the  secre- 
tary of  government,  there  be  delivered  him  the  necessary  one  by  which  he  will  receive  a  benefit.  St. 
Augustine,  December  11,  1815. 

•  FREDERICK  Mc.MURRIN. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustixe,  December  12,  1815. 

Pass  the  same  to  the  civil  and  military  commandant  of  Amelia  island,  that  he  may  report  on  the 
particulars  set  forth  by  the  interested,  and  also  of  his  conduct  and  circumstances. 

ESTRADA. 

REPORT. 

Ferx.vxwna,  January  8,  1816. 
As  I  have  been  informed  by  persons  of  veracity,  being  one  of  them  the  surveyor,  Don  George,  it  is 
true  what  is  set  forth  by  the  interested  relative  to  his  residence  on  the  land  which  he  solicits  since  the 
year  1801  or  1802,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Plantation  of  Wildered;  that,  besides  being  an  old 
subject,  he  has  served  in  the  militia  of  the  frontier,  and  has  never  been  concerned  in  the  revolution  of  the 
province. 

BENITO  DE  TANGUA. 
The  Governor. 

DECREE. 

St.  ArcrsTixE,  Florida,  January  30,  1816. 

According  to  what  has  been  reported  by  the  civil  and  military  commandant  of  Amelia  island,  grant 
to  the  interested  the  land  which  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third.  Let  there  be  given  him  from  tlie 
secretary's  office  the  customarN^  document,  whicli  will  serve  him  as  a  security. 

COPPINGER. 
Don  Thos.  de  Aguilar, 

Ensign  of  the  Army  and  Secretary  of  the  Government  of  this  City,  by  his  Majesty. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  well  and  truly  taken  from  its  original  on  tile  in  tlie  archives  under  my 
charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and,  in  compliance  with  the  inserted  superior  decree,  I  give  the  present  in  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  February-  4,  1816. 

THOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general 
appointed  by  the  government  of  the  same  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  otf 
for  Frederick  McMurrin  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  at  a  place  known  by 
the  name  of  Old  Plantation  of  Wilder,  which  he  has  had  possession  of  and  cultivated  since  the  year  1801 
or  1802,  and  is  conformable  in  its  measurement  and  boundaries  to  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  in  thi 
book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.     Fernandina,  February  10,  1816. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 
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2d  line.    South  90  chains. 


St.  Mary's  river. 


I  certify  the  f(iregoin£»'  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  of  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  claimant  produced  in  evidence  a  concession  made  to  him  without  condition  by  Governor  Coppinger, 
dated  January  30,  1816;  which  concession  was  obtained  by  claimant's  memorial  to  the  governor,  dated 
December  11,  181.5,  together  with  other  proceedings.  The  board,  therefore,  confirm  the  land  in  question 
to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  30,  1824. 

No.  13.— Eeport  No.  1.— 1824. 

# 
A.  BeJlmny  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  three  hxmdred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Abraham  Bellamy,  sen.,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to 
a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  Inindred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  E\ink's  Savannah  branch,  a  branch 
of  Nassau,  in  Duval  county,  one  mile  above  the  public  road  leading  to  Georgia;  1st,  south  45°  east,  40 
chains,  commencing  at  a  pine  and  ending  at  another;  2d  line,  thence  south  30°  east,  20  chains,  to  a  pine; 
3d  line,  thence  south  60°  west,  15  chains,  to  a  pine;  4th  line,  thence  south  30°  west,  30  chains,  to  a  pine; 
5th  line,  thence  west,  38  chains,  to  a  pine;  6th  line,  thence  north,  T8  chains,  to  a  pine;  1th  line,  thence  east, 
25  chains,  to  the  first  mentioned  pine;  bounded  entirely  by  public  lands.  Which  title  3'our  memorialist 
derived  by  a  decree  of  Governor  Estrada,  of  October  10,  1815,  made  to  Samuel  Sauls,  under  which  your 
memorialist  claims  by  purchase;  which  decree  and  survey  is  herewith  presented  imder  the  royal  order  of 
1790.  Your  memorialist  further  states  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  laud,  and  was  so  at  the  time 
of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

MEMORIAL. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  : 

Samuel  Sauls,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  showeth :  That  he  has 
for  some  years  been  laboring  as  a  farmer  for  the  support  of  his  family,  consisting  of  twelve  persons,  of 
which  he  is  the  head,  without  having  petitioned  for  the  land  which  ho  occupies;  and  as  he  has  improved 
it,  and  there  being  no  pretensions  to  it  whatever,  he  prays  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him 
these  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  in  the  place  called  Funk's  Savannah,  being  a  gift  which  he  implores 
from  the  goodness  of  your  excellency.     Fernandina,  Octriber  1,  1815. 

SAMUEL  SAULS. 


St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  10,  1815. 

Grant  the  petitioner  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the. place  which  ho  solicits  in  this 
memorial,  without  injury  to  a  third;  and  for  his  security  let  there  be  given  him  a  certified  copy  from  the 
secretary's  olBce. 

ESTRADA. 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  ensign  of  the  army  and  secretary  of  the  city  and  province  of  St.  Augustine, 
East  Florida,  for  his  Majesty:  I  certify'  that  the  foregoing  copy  is  truly  taken  from  the  original  on  file  in 
the  archives  under  my  charge;  and,  in  virtue  of  what  is  ordered,  I  give  the  present  in  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  October  11,  1815. 

THOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Samuel  Sauls  to  claimant,  dated  May  8,  1822.] 
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[Translation.] 

Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  captain  of  the  northern  district  of  East  Florida  and  snrveyor  o-eneral  of  tlu' 
province,  appointed  by  the  governor:  I  certify  tliat  I  liavo  measnred  and  kiid  oil"  for  Samuel  Sauls  three 
liundrcd  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  a  place  called  Funk's  Savannah  branch,  near  tiie  waters  of  the  river 
Nassau,  which  were  granted  him  by  the  governor,  and  is  conformable  to  ihu  /orcijoing  plat  and  its  copy 
in  mv  possession.     Northern  District,  March  10,  1819. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLAKKE. 


Isl.     S.  l.")  E. 
40  cliaili!^. 


■!.  CO  \V.  !.■)  cliains 


4lli.     S    :«  \V. 
:i9  clmjiis. 


Puie. 


6lli.    \ortb  7e  cliains. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    BY    THE    GO  XUB. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  produced  to  the  board  a  concession,  without  condition,  to  Samuel  Saul.s  for 
the  land  in  question  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  October  10,  1S15;  also,  a  convej-ance  by  deed  from  said 
Sauls  to  claimant.     In  consideration  of  which,  we  confirm  the  same  to  claimant  and  his  heirs. 

April  30,  1824. 

Abraham  Bellamij  vs.  The  United  Slates.     Three  hundred  and  Jifty  acres  of  land. 

A.  Bellamy,  jr.,  being  swcrn,  says  that  Abraham  Bellamj'  was  in  possession  of  said  land  between  six 
and  seven  years,  and  bought  it  from  S.  Sauls;  does  not  know  how  long  said  Sauls  was  in  possession  of 
said  land;  saj-s  that  when  A.  Bellamy  purchased  said  land  it  appeared  to  have  been  cultivated  for  some 
years. 

Mr.  Segui,  being  sworn,  says  that  the  document  now  before  the  board  is  a  copy  of  a  concession  by 
Mr.  Aguilar,  government  secretary,  and  knows  the  handwriting  and  signature  to  be  Mr.  Aguilar's,  who 
then  acted  as  the  secretary  of  the  government. 

A.  BELLAMY. 

No.  U.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 


Louis  Mattair   vs.  Tlie  United  State 


Claim  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 


.MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  tJie  commis^irrners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Louis  Mattair  showeth:  That  j-onr  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting 
of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  Johns,  at  a  place  called  Box's  Branch, 
hounded  as  follows,  viz:  on  the  north,  south,  and  west,  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  east  by  Box's  Branch; 
the  first  line  runs  west,  38  chains;  the  second  line  runs  north,  80  chains;  the  third  line  runs  east,  38,  ami 
the  fourth  line  runs  south,  80  chains;  agreeably  to  a  plat  herewith  exhibited,  marked  B;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  tn  him  October  4,  1815,  as  is  seen  by  a  document  markea'A, 
and  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  marked  B,  herewith  filed.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth,  that 
he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  flags,  and  now  is,  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  land;  that  he  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Pablo,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  All  which  is  resijectfully 
submitted,  &c. 

LOUIS  MATTAIR. 

[Translation.] 

MEM0RI.\L. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor 
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as  appears  by  the  certificates  of  the  commandant,  Don  Francisco  Rivera,  and  captain  of  district,  Don 
Philip  Robert  Yonge,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  government  secretary;  and  said  revolution  being  at  an 
end,  he  returned  to  his  said  plantation  to  commence  anew  his  improvements,  which  he  found  destroj-ed, 
as  well  as  his  stock  and  tiie  rest  of  his  property  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  his  precipitate 
flight;  and  said  losses  being  re-establislied  in  part,  he  was  again  obliged  to  fly  on  account  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  latter  end  of  the  j'oar  1813,  obliging  him  to  return  to  this  place,  leaving  all  to  absolute  ruin; 
and  as  he  finds  it  out  of  his  power  to  return  to  said  plantation,  not  (jaly  on  account  of  the  want  of  means, 
but  also  the  insecurity  which  as  yet  exists  on  the  main  land  of  this  frontier,  he  therefore  humbly  prays 
tliat  j'our  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a  piece  of  land  which  there  is  vacant  in  this  island, 
between  the  lands  of  Don  Domingo  Fernaudez  and  Don  Santiago  Carlier,  containing  three  hundred  acres, 
and  is  composed  of  low  pine  barren,  -svith  only  thirty  to  forty  acres  fit  for  cultivation,  and  the 'rest  only  fit 
for  grazing  of  his  cattle:  a  donation  which  he  hopes  to  receive  from  the  goodness  of  your  excellency  on 
account  of  his  services  and  ruined  situation.     Fernandina,  September  12,  1815. 

LOUIS  MATTAIR. 

DECREE. 

St.  AiGusTiXE,  September  26,  1815. 
Let  it  be  passed  to  the  civil  and  military  commandant  of  Amelia  island  that  he  may  report  what  he 
may  think  necessary  relative  to  this  petition;  which,  when  done,  let  the  proceedings  be  returned,  with  the 
certificates  the  petitioner  obtained  of  the  lands  which  he  wishes  to  exchange,  that,  in  consequence  thereof, 
I  may  order  what  may  be  most  convenient. 

ESTRADA. 

REPORT. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor : 

In  compliance  with  the  preceding  decree,  I  cited  the  petitioner  to  appear,  and,  after  being  advised,  he 
said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  abandon  the  land  he  has  on  the  main,  which  he  considers  as  his  property, 
but  as  the  circumstance  of  the  little  security  there  in  cultivating  tliem  until  there  are  better  disposed 
inhabitants  in  that  part,  he  hopes  your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  accede  to  the  donation  of  the 
new  tract  he  solicits  in  this  island,  which  is  vacant;  and  for  the  greater  security,  the  surveyor,  Don  George 
Clarke,  will  report  what  he  may  think  necessary  on  this  subject,  that,  according  to  what  is  set  forth,  your 
excellency  may  be  pleased  to  make  said  concession  to  this  inhabitant,  who  is  worthy  of  the  same,  as  I 
have  been  informed.     Fernandina,  October  21,  1825. 

BENITO  DE  TANGUA. 

REPORT. 

To  the  commandant : 

The  land  which  the  interested  solicits  is  about  three  miles  distant  from  this  town,  to  the  south,  and  is, 
as  he  says,  of  an  inferior  quality  and  vacant. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Having  seen  the  preceding  reports,  grant  to  the  interested  the  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  place 
which  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third;  and  for  the  possession  thereof,  let  there  be  given  him,  from 
the  secretary's  office,  the  necessary  certificate,  which  will  serve  him  as  security. 

ESTRADA. 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  ensign  of  the  army  and  secretary  of  the  government  of  this  city  and  province, 
by  his  Majestj':  I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  well  and  truly  taken  from  its  original  on  file  in  the  office 
under  my  charge;  and,  in  compliance  with  what  is  ordered  in  the  superior  decree  of  this  day,  I  give  the 
present  for   the  security  of  the  interested  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  24,  1815. 

THOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

[Translation.] 
Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  captain  of  the  district  of  St. 
Maiy's,  and  surveyor  general,  by  appointment  of  the  government,  of  the  same  city  and  its  province:  I 
certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  ofi"  for  Don  Louis  Mattair  three  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  place  called  Box's  Branch,  in  lieu  of  an  equal  quantity  granted  him  jn 
Amelia  island,  October  24,  1815,  resulting  afterwards  to  be  the  property  of  Don  John  Bachelot,  which  land 
is  conformable  in  all  its  parts  to  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge. 
St.  Augustine,  August  3,  1817. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

Maple.  2d  line.    North,  80  chains.  Pine. 


■iS.SOclu 
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I  ccrtil'v  the  tlireg'oing  to  be  ;i  true  ami  I'on'cct,  traiislalion  fr(.iii  two  (Im-iniiriits  in  tlic  S|iaiiish  laii"  iiaf-c 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S.  li.  L.  C.    °" 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD 

In  this  case  wo  find  tliat  tlie  ohiiniant  iil)tained  a  concession  for  the  land  which  he  claims  from 
Governor  Estrada,  October  2-t,  ISlo,  and  whicli  was  surveyed  liy  the  surveyor  general  ajipointed  liy  the 
Spanish  g'ovcrnmcnt.     We  therefore  c<infirni  tiu'  same  to  claimant  and  his  heirs,     .\iiril  130,  IS24. 

No.  15.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Louis  Mallair  vs.  The  United  Slates.     Claim  to  one  hundred  andjiflij  acres  afhuul. 

MEMORI.U,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  aiipointed  an  claims  and  titles  lo  lands  in  East  Flarida: 

The  ]ietition  of  Louis  Mattair  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting- 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  at  the  head  of  Pablo  creek,  and  known  by  the  name  of  San  Ramon, 
bounded  as  follows:  on  the  west  by  Pablo  creek,  on  the  south  by  a  lino  running  north  75°  west,  27  chains; 
on  the  east  by  a  lino  running-  south  25°  west,  60  chains;  and  on  the  north  by  a  marsh,  as  will  appear  by  a 
|)h>t  marked  A;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  tljc  heirs  of  Da.  J.  Espinosa, 
January  25,  1811,  by  Gov.  ^Yhite,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  And  _your  mcmoriali.st 
further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  fiags,  and  now  is,  in  actual  [)ossession  of  said  lands;  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  on  the  said  lands.  All  of  which  is  rcspectfullj'  sub- 
mitted, &c. 

LOUIS  MATTAIR. 

[Translation.] 
Title  (if  property  in/avor  of  tlie  heirs  of  Donna  Jose/a  Espinosa,  deceased,  of  the  plantation  called  San  Bamon. 

Don  Enrique  White,  brigadier  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor,  and  chief  of  the  royal 
finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that,  to  those  foreigners 
who,  of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  alleg-iance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  be  granted 
and  measured  to  them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  tlic  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Donna  Josefa 
Espinosa  having  presented  herself  as  one  of  them,  she  solicited  of  the  governor,  and  there  were  granted, 
measured,  and  delivered  her,  four  caballcrias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  in  the  i)lantation  called  San 
Ramon,  being  part  of  those  she  is  entitled  to  according  to  the  number  of  her  family,  which  she  declared 
under  oatli;  which  land  is  known  and  distinguished  under  the  following  boundaries  and  dimensions:  the 
first  line  runs  south  70°  east,  30  chains,  begins  at  an  oak  marked  with  a  cross,  and  ends  at  a  stake  with 
the  same  mark;  the  second  line  runs  south  20°  cast,  45  chains,  begins  at  said  stake,  and  ends  at  a  pine 
with  the  same  mark  of  the  cross;  the  third  runs  nm'th  70°  west,  40  chains,  begins  at  said  pine,  and  ends 
at  a  stake  with  th  same  mark.  This  line,  with  a  morass,  bounds  the  lauds  of  Don  Juan  jMcQueen,  known 
as  the  "Favorable,"  and  are  situated  at  the  head  of  St.  Pablo  creek,  and  on  San  Diego,  as  appears  from  a 
certificate  given  by  Captain  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  judge  for  said  partition  and  measurement 
of  lands,  dated  May  14,  1793,  and  its  corresponding  plat,  signed  by  Don  Josiah  Dupont,  who  was  surveyor 
at  said  measurement;  which  certificate  and  ])lat  are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  [jresent  notary.  And  as 
no  title  whatever  has  been  given  her  for  the  security  and  evidence  of  her  right  to  the  said  land  in  the 
format  has  been  executed  to  others,  that  more  tiian  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  have  elapsed 
to  obtain  said  lands  in  fee  simple,  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  the  same,  and  finally  complied  with  all 
the  other  conditions  established  by  the  governor  for  the  donations  and  concessions  of  this  nature,  as  is 
seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  made  known  in  the  proceedings  instituted  by  Don  Joseph 
Sanchez,  as  executor  and  heir  of  the  said  Donna  Josefa  Espinosa,  deceased,  and  in  the  name  of  the  other 
heirs,  praying  that  there  should  be  granted  the  necessary  title  of  the  land  which  has  been  measured  and 
laid  ofl',  and  of  which  they  are  in  possession:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  thereof,  I  have  granted, 
and  by  those  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  and  of  his  royal  justice,  which  I  administer, 
to  the  above-mentioned  heirs  of  Donna  Josefa  Espinosa,  deceased,  the  said  four  caballcrias  and  seventeen 
acres  of  land  which  the  said  plantation,  San  Ramon,  consists  of,  and  to  those  who  may  succeed  them,  in 
absolute  properly;  and  in  granting  them,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  them,  the  corresponding  title  by 
which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  land,  and  I  cede 
and  transfer  it  to  the  heirs  of  Donna  Josefa  Espinosa,  and  to  those  who  maj'  succeed  them,  that,  in  eon- 
socpicnco  thereof,  thej'  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encinnlirance 
whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general 
which  hath,  doth,  or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they 
may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  judicial 
authority  as  far  as  possible,  according  to  law,  and  in  compliance  with  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  midersigned  notary  of  his  Majesty,  and  governor  and 
royal  finance,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  25,  is"ll. 

ENRIQUE  WHITE. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Jose  de  Zubizaretta,  Notary  of  Government. 

I  ccrtifj-  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Christina  Hill.  ]\Iaria  Antonio  Hill,  and  Magdalena  Joanncda,   and 
other  heirs  of  Donna  Josefa  Espinosa,  deceased,  to  claimant.] 
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[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  of  this  city,  and  private  surveyor:  I  certify  tliat  I  have  measured  and  laid  off 
for  Don  Louis  Mattair  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  situated  at  the  head 
of  St.  Pablo  creek,  which  land  ho  purchased  of  the  heirs  of  Don  Sebastian  Espinosa,  and  being  conform- 
able in  all  its  parts  to  the  following  plat.  In  testimony  of  which,  I  sign  it  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 
November  4,  1819. 


Cypress  x 


ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 


"iwtinip 

^^            ^ 

Xaiding    ^^ 

/  Com  imil.^-^^"'^ 
CoHon  -JicJtC 

UweJlivg-       \ 
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1st.    South  aj°  W.,  60  cliains. 


1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

We  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  by  claimant  pro- 
ducing a  title  of  absolute  property  for  this  land  from  Governor  White,  dated  January  25,  1811,  to  the 
heirs  of  Josefa  Espinosa,  deceased,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  claimant.  In  consideration  whereof,  we 
confirm  the  title  to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  30,  1824. 

Louis  Mattair  vs.  The  United  Stales.     One  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

Bernardo  Segui,  being  sworn,  says  that  the  parties  named  in  the  convej'ance  now  before  the  board 
were  the  heirs  ofDonna  Josefa  de  la  Encarnacion  Hill,  deceased. 

No.  16.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Moses  E.  Levi  vs.  The  United  Stales.     Claim  to  two  hundred  and  seventy  five  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commisdoneis  appointed  to  asce^'lain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Moses  Elias  Levi  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  situated  on  the  plains  of  St.  Diego,  which  title 
is  acquired  through  a  purchase  made  by  your  memorialist  from  Antonio  Mier,  who  obtained  it  by  a  grant 
from  the  Spanish  government  made  by  Governor  Coppingor,  dated  February  16,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  March  29,  1815.  Your  memorialist  further  represents  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States;  and  your  memorialist  further  represents  that  the  above  land  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Ifcnd 
of  Lozano  Ortega,  on  the  south  by  those  of  Nicholas  Sanchez,  on  the  east  by  the  seat,  on  the  west  by  the 
main  road.     St.  Augustine,  September  16,  1823. 

M.  E.  LEVI. 


'  [Translation.] 

Title  ofj>r(yperty  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  five  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Antonio  Mier. 

Don  Jose  Coppingcr,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  j^ro  tern.,  and 
chief  of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city  and  its  province: 
Whereas,  in  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  gifts  and 
premium  proposed  by  my  predecessor,  the  Brigadier  General  Don  Sebastain  Kindelau,  for  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  both  of  the  line  as  well  as  local  militia  of  this  province,  who  contributed  in  its  defence  at  the 
time  of  the  rebellion,  being  one  of  said  gifts  the  distribution  of  lauds  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
family  each  individual  may  have;  that  Don  Antonio  Mier  having  presented  himself,  making  known  his 
services  in  said  defence,  and  soliciting  the  quantity  conformably  to  himself,  his  family,  and  slaves,  there 
was  granted  to  him  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  laud  in  the  plains  of  San  Diego,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  lands  of  Lozano  Ortega,  on  the  south  by  those  of  Don  Nicholas  Sanchez,  on  the  east  by  the 
beach,  and  on  the  west  by  the  King's  road;  all  agreeably  to  the  regulations  established  by  this  govern- 
ment for  the  distribution  of  lands,  and  to  the  number  of  white  persons  and  slaves  he  has  declared  his 
family  to  consist  of,  and  according  to  my  decree  of  this  day  on  the  proceedings  brought  forward  by  the 
said  Mier,  which  remain  on  file  in  the  government  notary's  oflice:  Wherefore  I  have  granted,  and  by  these 
presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  said  Don  Antonio  Mier  the  above-mentioned  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  in  the  place  already  pointed  out  for  him, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  I  hereby,  and  by  these  presents,  deliver  him  the 
corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  "the  royal  domain,  and  from  the  right  which  it  held  in  said 
land;  and  I  c^L'de  and"trunsfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Antonio  Mier,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  claim  whatever, 
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with  all  its  appurtenances,  usages,  customs,  rights,  privileges,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  iluih, 
or  in  any  manner  by  riglit  may  belong  or  jiertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  wish,  they  may  sell,  cede, 
transfer,  barter,  or  alienate  it  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  To  all  of  which  1  interiiosc  my  authm-ity  as  far 
as  possible,  and  according  to  law,  and  in  cnnipliance  with  the  soven'ign  will. 

Given  under  m.y  hand,  and  countersigned  by  tlie  undersigned  notary  of  govcrnmcjit  and  myal  fniance, 
in  this  said  citv  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  Ki,  1811). 

JOSE  CurriNCEK. 
By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Ektr.vlgo,  Nolari/  pro  frm.  of  Gdirrnmcnl,  <(V. 

Conformable  to  the  (iriginal  liled  in  tlu^  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  1  refer;  and  at  the  re(piest 
of  the  part}',  do  seal  and  sign  this  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stanjps  nut  lieiug  used. 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  10,  1810. 

[l.  s.]  JUAN  ]»F  KNTKALtlO. 

1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  fmni  a  document  in  the  Spanish  langinige. 

F.  J.  FATJO,  S.  Jl.  L.  (': 

[Here  fullows  a  conveyance  from  Anti>nio  Mier  to  claimant,  date(l  Jul}'  (i,  1822.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  HOARD. 

We  ascertain  this  to  bo  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  ISIS,  by  claimant 
producing  a  title  of  alisulute  jiroperty  from  (bivernor  Coppinger  to  Andmio  Mier,  date(I  Febnniry  0,  ISKi, 
likewise  a  conveyance  from  the  said  Mier  to  clainmnt.  \Vc  conlirni  the  title  to  claimant  and  his  heirs. 
April  30,  1824. 

No.  n.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Bartolomc  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  vs.  The  L'aited  Slaiex.     Claim  to  one  thou!<an'l  cf-veg  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honoraMe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Bartolomc  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims 
title  to  a  tract  nf  land  consisting  of  one  thousand  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  the  Three  Runs  or  Little 
creek,  bminded  as  follows:  beginning  with  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  north  45°  west,  103 
chains  and  S  links,  to  a  pine  tree;  thence  south  45°  west,  91  chains,  to  another  pine  tree;  thence  south 
45°  east,  103  chains,  to  the  first  mentioned  pine,  the  place  of  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  him  in  absolute  property  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  1790,  which  title  of  absolute  property  is  in  the  archives  of  this  place,  a  cii]iy  of  which  is  herewith 
presented,  with  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  of  the  same;  and  your  memorialist  further  showi'th  that 
lie  has  been  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands  since  the  j'car  1800  until  this  time;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida.     St  Augustine,  September  17,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Translation.] 

ROY.U.  TITLE. 

Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada  y  Toro,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  commandant  of  the  third  battalion 
of  the  infantry  regiment  of  Cuba,  governor  political  and  military  jy'"  tern.,  and  cliief  of  tho  royal 
domain  of  this  city  and  province  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  tliis  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  amongst  other  things,  that  lands  shall  be 
measured  gratis  to  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  ofl'er  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our 
sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  which  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Bartolomc  de  Castro  y 
Ferrer,  of  this  vicinity,  having  presented  himself,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  luul  granted  to  him, 
under  date  of  December  13,  1800,  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  between  the  Great  and  Little  rivers,  about 
twelve  miles  to  the  south  of  the  post  of  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  for  the  rearing  of  stock  and  cultivation,  as 
appears  by  the  certificate  given  by  the  secretary  of  this  government,  despatched  on  the  same  date,  which 
is  added  to  the  protocol  moved  for  by  the  interested,  soliciting  that  a  corresponding  title  be  delivered  to 
him  for  the  above-mentioned  lands,  which  are  bounded  on  the  east  by  lands  granted  to  Don  Bernardo 
Segui,  and  on  the  north,  south,  and  west  by  vacant  lands;  and  there  not  having  been  delivered  to  tho 
said  Don  Bartolomc  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  any  "title  for  the  security  and  confirmation  of  his  dominion  over  the 
said  lands  in  the  same  form  "in  which  it  has  been  executed  for  others,  who  have  passed  more  than  ten 
years  of  uninterrupted  possession,  in  order  to  obtain  an  useful  and  direct  dominion  over  the  said  lands  he 
erected  buildings  on  them,  cultivated  them,  and  complied  with  the  other  conditions  which  the  government 
has  established  for  concessions  and  grants  of  this  nature  existing  in  the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlers, 
as  the  same  proceeding  shows:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  all,  I  have  granted,  and,  in  the  name 
of  his  Majesty,  do  grant  unto  the  said  Bartolomc  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  the  tliousand  acres  (jf  land  for  himself, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property,  and  despatch  to  him,  as  I  do  by  these  presents,  the  suitable 
title  by  which  I  separate  from  the  royal  domain  all  right  and  dominion  it  possesses  over  the  said  lands, 
and  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Don  Bartolomc  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in 
consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it  without  any  encumbrance  whatsoever, 
with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  it  has  liad,  has,  and  by  fact  and  law- 
belong  to  or  may  appertain  to  it;  and  at  their  will  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit 
them.  In  all  which  I  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign 
wiU. 

VOL.  IV 30  c 
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Given  under  my  hand,  nnd  conntovsigncd  bj'  tlie  under-named  notary  pro  tern,  of  the  government 
and  royal  domain,  in  the  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  15,  1815. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTRADA. 
By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Entralgo,  Notary  of  Government  pro  tern. 

This  agrees  with  the  original  which  exists  in  the  arcliives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at 
the  request  of  the  party,  sign  and  seal  tliis  present  testimonial  on  two  leaves  of  common  paper,  stamps 
not  being  in  use.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  15,  1815. 

JUAN  DE  ENTKALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  .S'.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 

By  virtue  of  the  order  which,  under  date  of  the  30th  of  March  of  the  present  year,  has  been  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  Don  Jose  Ooppingcr  [colonel]  in  the  national  armies,  and  political  and  military  governor 
of  this  place  and  province,  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  marked  the  limits  for  Don  Bartideme  de 
Castro  y  Ferrer,  of  a  piece  of  land  which  contains  one  thousand  acres,  and  is  situated  at  a  place  known  as 
the  Three  Runs,  the  figure  and  boundaries  of  which  are  represented  in  the  following:  to  confirm  which  I 
give  these  presents,  which  I  sign  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  3,  1821. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 


Pine. 


3il  line.    S.  15°  W.  97  chains. 


Pine  -J- 


1st  line.    N.  45°  E.  a?  chains. 


Pine  -f 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  produced  in  evidence  a  title  of  absolute  property  to  him  for  the  land  in  question  from 
Governor  Estrada,  dated  July  15,  1805;  also  a  certified  plat  of  survey  of  the  same.  Whereupon  we 
confirm  the  title  to  him  and  his  heirs.     May  1,  1824. 

No,  18.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
William  and  John  Lofton  vs.  The  United  States.     Glaim  to  fifty  acres  of  land. 


MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  coinmissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  William  and  John  Lofton,  residents  of  Florida  and  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
respectfully  slioweth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  situate 
on  Amelia  island,  at  the  place  called  Cabbage  Spot,  bounded  by  lands  of  Teran  y  Lamb  and  vacant  lands, 
as  per  certificate  of  Juan  do  Pierra,  then  secretary  to  the  government,  herewith  delivered,  dated  September 
10,  1800,  but  has  not  been  surveyed;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  their  father 
))y  the  Spanish  government,  to  which  the  said  certificate  alludes.  And  your  memorialists  further  state 
that  the  said  lands  were  in  actual  po.ssession  of  their  said  fatlier  during  his  life  and  of  your  memorialists, 
so  far  that  it  is  not  claimed  by  any  other  person,  but  is  now  unoccupied.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted, &c. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimants. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Juan  dc  Pierra,  lieutenant  of  the  infantry  regiment  of  Cuba,  and  secretary  of  the  government:  I 
certify  that  a  memorial  presented  by  John  Lofton,  soliciting  fifty  acres  of  land  on  the  south  part  of  Amelia 
island,  in  a  place  known  by  tlie  name  of  Cabbage  Spot,  between  the  lands  of  a  certain  Teran  and  Lamb, 
the  following  decree  was  given  this  day:  "Let  tiiere  be  granted  to  the  party  the  land  which  he  solicits 
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without  projiulico  to  a  third  pcrsun,  ;iiul  until,  auToealilj'  witli  the  persons  ho  may  luive  for  its  cuilivatinn, 
what  corresponds  shall  be  assitvned  him;  it  being  nnderstood  he  shall  not  reclaim  <hiina(j,-es  which  may 
arise  to  him,  if  for  any  reason  he  slidnld  be  ordered  to  return  for  the  royal  service  into  the  interior  of  the 
province."'  ilorales.  And  that  it  may  serve  as  a  security  for  the  interested  I  j;-ive  these  presents.  St. 
Aujrustiuc,  Florida,  September  18,  ISOO. 

JUAN  DE  PIERRA. 

I  certify  that  the  forcp;oin<r  is  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  lanpuagx'. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    nv  THE    BO.\RD. 

In  this  case  the  claimants  produced  to  the  board  a  concession  for  the  land  in  question  from  Governor 
Morales  to  their  father,  John  Lofton,  without  condition,  certitied  by  Don  Juan  de  l'ii;rra,  secretary  of  the 
government,  dated  September  IS,  isOO.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  the  clainjants 
aud  their  heirs.     May  31,  lb2-4. 

No.  19.— Retort  No.  1.— 1824. 
Peter  Miranda  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  thousand  acreit  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoraUe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Peter  Miranda  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  west  of  the  river  St.  John's,  in  East  Florida,  at  a 
place  called  Bernard,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  plantation  called  Spring  Garden,  on  the  north  of  lands 
of  Zeplianiah  Kingsley;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  dated  March  29,  181.5, 
made  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor  Coppinger,  and  confirmed  by  an  absolute  grant  made  by  said 
Governor  Coppinger,  dated  December  12,  1817,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  herewith  presented.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  legal  possession  of  said  hinds,  and  has  been  ever  since  the 
concession  and  grant;  that  at  the  time  of  tlie  concession  and  grant  he  was  a  resident  of  St.  Augustine, 
East  Florida,  and  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  has  ever  since  continued,  and  now  is,  a  resident  of 
St.  Augustine.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

PETER  MIRANDA, 
By  his  attorney,  WATERS  SMITH. 

[Translation.] 
Title  of  property  for  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Don  Pedro  BUranda. 

Don  Joseph  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor /jco  tem.,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  aud  its  province,  by  his  Majesty: 

AVhereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  20,  1S15,  his  Majesty  has  lieen  pleased  to  ai)prove  the  gifts  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor.  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers,  both 
of  the  line  as  well  as  militia  of  the  province,  and  otlier  individuals  of  the  same  who  contril)Uted  to  its 
defence  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  (lieing  one  of  said  rewards  tlie  distribution  of  lands;)  that  Don 
Pedro  Miranda,  first  pilot  of  the  bar  of  this  port,  having  presented  himself,  soliciting.in  virtue  of  said 
rewards,  and  of  his  merits  and  services  rendered,  a  concession  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  was 
granted  to  him  to  the  west  of  St.  John's  river,  at  the  place  called  Bernard,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
plantation  of  Spring  Gardeu,  and  on  the  north  by  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  as  will  appear 
by  my  decree  of  the  first  day  of  July  last,  placed  in  tlie  memorial  of  the  interested  of  the  samedate, 
which  is  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary:  "Wherefore,  I  have  thought  proi>er  to  grant,  as  in  the 
name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Pedro  Miranda  the  two  thousand  acres  of  laud  at 
the  place  pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  tliird,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property; 
and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  tlie 
royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands,  and  I  cede  and  transfer  the  same  to  the 
aforesaid  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it 
as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  the  same,  without  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets, 
uses,  customs,  rights,  and  hereditaments  which  it  had  or  niay  have,  and  of  right  may  belong  or  pertain 
thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  and  transfer  the  same  as  they  may  think  proper.  To 
all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  1  can,  and  of  right  ought  to,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign 
will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  12,  1817. 

JOSEPH  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

JcAN"  DE  Entralgo,  Notarij  of  Government  and  Poijal  Finance. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 


F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 


DECREE   BY  THE  BOARD. 


The  claimant  establishes  his  claim  for  the  land  in  question  liy  producing  in  evidence  a  title  of  absolute 
property  made  liy  Governor  Coppinger  to  him,  dated  December  12,1817.  We  confirm  the  same  to  him 
aud  his  heirs.     June  1,  1824. 
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Pedro  Miranda  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Francis  Ferreira,  being  duly  sworu,  says  that  he  knows  tlio  tract,  and  had  a  trading  estaLlishment 
there  previous  to  the  exchange  of  flags,  and  had  two  men  there  at  the  exchange  of  flags,  and  occupied  as 
tenant  of  Mr.  Miranda;  says  there  were  about  twenty  acres  cleared  and  three  comfortable  dwellings  erected 

thereon. 

FRANCIS  FERREIRA. 

No.  20.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Joseph  Summerall  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  co7nmissio)iers  apjwinted  to  ascertain  the  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Summerall  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Wills'  creek,  near  Julington  creek,  and  is  known  by 
the  name  of  Boggy  branch,  bounded  as  follows:  the  first  line  runs  south  34°  east,  60  chains;  second  line 
runs  south  20°  east,  20  chains;  the  third,  north  10°  cast,  50  chains;  the  fourth,  north  20°  west,  20  chains;  the 
lifth,  north  34°  west,  00  chains;  the  sixth,  south  50°  west,  50  chains,  as  appears  by  the  survey  and  plat 
herewith  presented;  which  tide  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  decree  made  to  him  on  a  memorial  by 
Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190,  dated  June  25,  1815,  and  herewith  presented  by 
copy;  and  j'our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  now,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lauds;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  St.  Augustine, 
September  It,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Translation.] 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  governor': 

Don  Jost5  Summerall,  an  inhaljitant  of  this  province,  with  due  respect,  states  to  your  excellency  that, 
desiring  to  continue  engaged  in  the  exercise  of  agriculture  and  the  rearing  of  cattle,  he  has  found  a  piece 
of  vacant  land  for  that  purpose,  situated  on  an  arm  of  the  river  named  Wills'  creek,  known  by  the  name 
of  Boggy  branch,  distant  from  the  river  of  Julington  about  four  miles,  more  or  less,  to  the  northeast,  in 
which  place  I  hope  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  four  hundred  acres  in  order  to  make  my 
establishment,  which  favor  I  hope  to  merit  from  your  excellency.     St.  Augustine,  June  25,  1815. 

JOSE  SUMMERALL. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  June  25,  1815. 

Let  four  hundred  acres  of  land  be  granted  to  the  interested  in  the  place  mentioned,  without  prejudice 
to  a  third  person,  and  for  his  security  let  the  necessary  certificate  bo  delivered  by  the  secretary. 

ESTRADA. 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  sub-lieutenant  of  the  army  and  secretary  of  the  government  of  this  city  and 
province,  for  his  Majesty:  I  certify  that  the  foregoing  copy  is  faithfully  taken  from  the  original,  to  which 
I  refer;  and,  by  virtue  of  command,  I  give  these  presents,  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  June  28,  1815. 

THOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 
[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  captain  of  the  northern  district  of  East  Florida,  and  surveyor  general  of  the  same, 
by  order  and  commission  from  this  government:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  marked  the  limits  of 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  to  Don  Jose  Summerall,  at  the  head  of  Boggy  branch  of  Julington  creek  and 
the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  which  land  was  granted  to  him  by  the  government  on  June  26,  1815, 
conformably  with  the  following  plan  and  its  copy,  which  I  keep.     St.  Augustine,  May  15,  1821. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Pine.    2(1.  S.  20  B.  20  cli3.    Pine. 


1st  line.    S.  34  E.  00  clKiins. 


Fine. 


Pine. 


5tli  line.     N.  34  W.  60  chains. 
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I  certify  tlio  foroyoiiig  to  be  a  true  ami  correct  ti-aiislatiou  from  a  (lociiiiient  in  the  Spauiisli  laic'-uago 

V.  J.  l'\VTl(),  ,S'  Ji.  L.ll 

DKCUKE   liY  THE   liOAItn. 

We  fiinJ  in  this  case  that  the  chiiiiiant  olitaiiied  tlie  laml  in  (|iiestion  by  a  concession  without-  con- 
dition from  Governor  Kstraila  to  him,  dated  June  25,  ISIf),  and  wiiirli  hmd"  was  afterwards  surveyed. 
AVe  therefore  consider  the  concession  a  valid  one,  and  conllrm  it  to  ehiiniaut  and  iiis  heirs.     J  line  1,  1S21. 

No.  2. — Rei'oht  No.  1. — 1824. 

AnUjuio  Proctor  vs.  Th/i  Viiilcd  Slates.     Claim  to  one  hinidrcd  awl  cif/litiz-fiiv  acrr.t  (f  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  eommi>if:ionerti  ajyjmnted  to  asecrtain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Antimio  I'roctor  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title"  in  fei; 
simple,  absolute,  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres, 
situated  and  being  m  the  county  of  St.  John's,  in  East  Florida,  about  five  miles  distant  from  the  city  of 
St.  Augustine,  in  said  county,  to  the  westward  of  a^grove  called  Orange  Orove,  and  bounded  on  the  north, 
south,  and  west  by  vacant  lands,  and  ou  the  cast  by  lands  belonging  to  Philip  Edinburgji,  a  free  man  of 
color;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  without  condition  and  in  absolute  property  to  your 
memorialist  March  18,  1810,  nuder  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  government,  by  Don  Jose  Uopipinger,  then 
governor  of  East  Florida,  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  (jf  the  King  of  Spain  of  March  29,  1815,  as  will  ajipear 
by  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  grant  of  record  in  the  oflicc  of  the  keeper  of  the  ptiblic  arcliives  of  East 
Florida  liereto  annexed,  and  marked  exhibit  A,  reference  being  thereto  had.  Your  memorialist  further 
shows  that  possession  of  the  said  tract  of  land  was  taken  l.)y  him  soon  after  the  gi'ant  thereof  to  him- 
that  he  has  had  it  in  his  actual  occupancy  from  tliat  time  until  the  present;  and  that  the  said  land  was 
surveyed  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  then  governor  of  East  Florida  for  your  memorialist  on  Decendier  18, 
1818,  as  will  appear  by  the  original  plat  of  such  survey  hereto  annexed,  marked  exhibit  L?,  reference  being 
thereto  had.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  unto  your  honors  that  he  was,  at  the  time  of  the  makin"- 
the  said  grant  to  him,  and  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Tei'ritory  to  the  United  States,  an  inhabitairt 
and  settler  of  and  iu  East  Florida  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  that  he  is  now,  and  lias  been  ever 
since  the  said  cession,  an  inhabitant  of  East  Florida  aforesaid.  Wliereforc  your  memorialist  prays  con- 
tirmation  of  his  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  ajipurtenances  in  conformity  to  the  acts  of  tJon"-ress 
in  such  case  made  and  provided.     And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

ANTONIO  PROCTOR, 
By  his  ntt<irney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Tran.slation.  ] 

Title  of  propcrtii  for  one  hundred  and  cigliti/fve  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Antonio  Proctor. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  ;>/-o  tern.,  and  chief 

of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city  and  its  province,  &c.: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  donation-s 
and  rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor,  the  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  oiScers  and 
soldiers,  both  of  the  line  as  well  as  the  militia  of  this  province,  who  contributed  in  its  defence  at  the  time 
of  the  rebellion,  being  one  of  said  rewards  the  partition  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  family 
each  individual  may  have;  that  Antonio  Proctor,  a  free  black,  having  presented  himself,  soliciting  the 
quantity  himself  and  his  family  were  entitled  to  on  acconnt  of  his  peculiar  services,  he  was  granted  185 
acres  five  miles  distant  from  this  city,  on  the  other  side  of  the  ferry,  and  to  the  west  of  a  hammock  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Orange  Grove,  bounded  on  the  north,  south,  and  west  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  east 
by  those  belonging  to  Philip  Edinburgh,  a  free  black,  all  according  to  the  regulations'.established  liy  this 
government  for  the  distribution  of  lands,  and,  as  ordered  by  my  decree  of  this  day,  in  conformity  with  the 
advice  of  the  military  judge,  (auditor  de  gnerra,)  placed  on  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  aforesaid 
Antonio  Proctor,  on  file  in  the  notary  of  government's  office:  Wherefore,  I  have  granted,  and  by  these 
presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  said  Antonio  Proctor  the  above-mentioned  185  acres 
of  land,  without  injury  to  a  third,  in  the  place  already  pointed  out,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting  liim,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by 
which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  land;  and  I  cede 
and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Antonio  Proctor,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof, 
they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all 
its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  doth, 
or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede-, 
transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  I 
can,  and  according  to  law,  in  compliance  with  tlic  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the'  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  8,  IS  16. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Ju.iN  DE  Entralgo,  Notorij  pro  tern,  of  Government,  dv. 

Conformable  to  its  original  remaining  ou  file  in  the  archives  imder  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and 
at  the  request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  tiie  present  copy  ou  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps 
not  being  used.     St.  Augustine,  March  8,  1816. 

[L.  s.]  JUAN  DE  BNTRALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 
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[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  as  surveyor  appointed  by  a  decree  of  this  jjovernment  of  the  second  instant, 
in  favor  of  the  interested:  I  certify  tiiat  I  have  measured  and  laid  oil'  for  Antonio  Proctor,  a  free  black, 
18.5  acres  of  land,  situated  about  a  Icag'ue  and  a  quarter  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  St.  Sebastian,  (ferria,) 
of  tliis  city;  and  being  in  all  other  circunistanccs  conformable  to  the  following  plat,  I  give  the  present 
certificate,  that  it  may  be  made  known,  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  18,  1818. 

ANDRES  BUEGEVIN. 


Pine  A. 


2cl  line.     N.  00' 


Pine  A. 


1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  establishes  liis  title  to  the  land  in  question  by  producing  in  evidence  a  title  of  absolute 
property  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  him,  dated  March  8,  181fi;  likewise  a  survey  of  the  same.  In 
consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     June  4,  1824. 

No.  22.— Report  No.  ].— 1824. 
Ramon  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjwinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Ramon  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  j'our  memorialist  claims  title  in  fee 
simple,  absolute,  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  200  acres,  situated  and  being 
in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  in  East  Florida,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Ship  Yard,  distant  about  half  a  mile  from  the  place  called  San  Vincent  Ferrer, 
commencing  on  the  west  side  of  a  creek  of  the  same  name.  That  the  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  to 
your  memorialist  without  condition,  and  in  absolute  property,  on  April  19,  1816,  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger, 
then  governor  of  East  Florida,  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  his  Catliolic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  of 
Marcli  29,  1815,  as  will  appear  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  grant  thereof  hereto  annexed,  marked 
e.xliibit  B,  reference  being  thereunto  had,  the  original  grant  being  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  keeper  of 
the  public  archives  of  East  Florida.  Your  memorialist  is  unable  to  set  forth  in  any  other  manner  than  he 
has  done  the  situation  and  bound.'irics  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  a  survey  of  the  same  having  never  been 
made.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  he  is  a  native,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida  to  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant,  resident,  and  settler  of  and  in  East  Florida,  and 
a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  that  he  is  now,  and  has  been  ever  since  the  said  cession,  an  inhabitant, 
resident,  and  settler  of  East  Florida.  Wherefore,  your  memorialist  prays  a  confirmation  of  his  title  to 
the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  and  its  appurtenances,  in  conformity  to  the  acts  of  Congress  in  such  case 
provided.     And  your  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

RAMON  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JNO.  DKYSDALE. 

[Tr.anslation.] 

Title  of  2'>roperty  in  favor  of  Don  rtamon  Sanchez  for  two  hundred  acresof  land  at  a  2:)lace  called  Ship  Yard. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  7)7-0  tern,  and  chief 
of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  donations 
and  rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor.  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  oflScers  and  soldiers, 
both  of  the  line  as  well  as  militia  of  this  province,  who  contributed  in  its  defence  during  the  rebellion, 
being  one  of  said  rewards  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  family  each  individual 
may  have;  that  Don  Ramon  Sanchez,  a  private  of  the  company  of  local  militia  of  this  city,  liaviug 
presented  himself,  .soliciting  the  quantity  himself  and  his  slaves  are  entitled  to,  there  were  granted  him  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  in  a  vacant  place  called  the  Ship  Yard,  half  a 
mile  distant  from  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  beginning  on  the  west  of  the  creek  of  the  same  name,  all  conformable 
to  the  regulations  established  by  this  government  for  the  partition  of  lands,  and  to  himself  and  slaves 
which  ho  has  proved  his  property  consists  of,  and  according  to  my  decree  of  tliis  day  annexed  to  tlie  pro- 
ceedings  instituted  by  the   said  Sanchez,  filed   in   the  notary  of  government's  office:  Wherefore,  I  have 
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g-rantcil,  ami  by  these  presc-iits  dn  g-raiit,  iu  ihe  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  afciresaid  Don  Ramon  Sanclieii 
the  above-mentioned  two  hundred  aeres  of  hind,  without  injury  to  a  third,  in  the  phiee  already  pfjint<><i  out 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  ami  in  grantinj;-  tlieni,  as  by  tlicsepreseuls  1  do 
g-rant  them,  the  corresponding-  title  by  whieli  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  I'roiu  tlic  riglit  ami  dnniinion 
it  lu'ld  iu  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  above-mentioned  Don  Ramon  Sanchez,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  i( ,  without 
any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurt("nances,  and 
all  and  in  general  which  hath,  doth,  or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  i)ertain  thereto;  and,  it  bein"- 
their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  To  all  of  which  I  inter- 
pose mj  authority  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to  law,  in  compliance  with  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  ^;ro  /em.  of  gcjvernmcnt  ujid 
roj-al  linance,  iu  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  19,  ISlt). 

JOSE  corrixGEit. 

By  order  of  hi.s  excellency: 

Ji"A.\  DE  ExTRAUio,  Notary  uf  Government,  d-c. 

Conformable  to  its  original  remaining  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and 
at  the  rcijucst  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  j)resent  copy  on  two  leaves  (jf  cjrdinary  [laiier,  stani|is 
not  being  used.     St.  Augustine,  April  19,  1810. 

[l.  s.]  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  dr.. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  lie  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  tljc  Spauisli  lan"-ua"'c. 

l'\  J.  FATIU,  S.  B.  L.  a 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  establishes  Ins  claim  for  the  land  in  question  by  producing  a  title  of  absolute  property 
from  Governor  Coppinger  to  him,  dated  April  19,  1816.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  coulirm  the  same 
to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     Juno  5,  1824. 

No.  23.— Report  No.  1.~1S24. 
Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  Slates.     Claim  to  one  hundred  acren  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  commisgioners  aj^pointed  to  a.^^certain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Tlic  memorial  of  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  in 
and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  being  in  East  Floriila  afore- 
said, at  the  head  of  the  North  river,  at  a  place  called  Quiqni,  in  Diego  plains;  that  the  said  tract  of  land 
has  the  following  linos  and  diniensions,  and  had  at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof  the  following  boundaries: 
that  is  to  say,  the  first  line  begins  at  a  palmetto  tree,  and  runs  east  36  chains,  and  is  bounded  bj'  Diego 
plains;  the  second  line  runs  south  30  chains  to  a  pine  tree,  and  was  bounded  by  lands  of  one  Juan  Tate; 
the  third  line  runs  from  the  said  pine  tree  west  30  chains  to  a  stake,  and  was  bounded  by  lands  of  one 
Juan  Tate;  the  fourth  line  runs  from  the  said  stake  along  the  bank  of  a  creek  at  the  head  of  the  North 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning,  and  is  bounded  by  the  said  creek,  as  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  a 
reference  to  the  original  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  said  land,  bearing  date  June  30,  1818,  now  here  sub- 
mitted and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  A;  which  said  survey  was  made  by  the  surveyor,  Andres  Burgevin, 
in  virtue  of  an  order  for  that  purpose  by  Governor  Coppinger.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the 
said  tract  of  land  was  originally  granted  to  one  Joseph  Fernandez  by  a  concession  of  November  20,  1806, 
in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  of  October  29,  1190";  that  the  said  land  was  confirmed  to 
the  said  Jose  Fernandez  on  June  19,  1816,  by  a  grant  thereof  without  ci.mdition,  and  iu  absolute  property, 
made  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  then  governor  of  East  Florida,  as  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a 
certified  copy  of  the  said  grant  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  that  the  said  Fernan- 
dez conveyed  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances  in  absolute  property  to  one  Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez  on 
September  i,  1816,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  conveyance  herewith 
submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhiljit  C;  that  the  said  Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez  kept  iiossession  of  the 
said  land,  and  cultivated  it  fi.ir  some  time;  and  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  he  con- 
veyed the  same  and  its  appurtenances  to  one  Pablo  F.  Fontane,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a 
certified  copy  of  the  conveyance  from  the  said  Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez  to  the  said  Pablo  F.  Fontane,  now 
here  submitted,  and  marked  exhibit  D;  and  the  said  Pablo  F.  Fontane  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  on  August 
18,  1818,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  to  him  by  your  memorialist,  conveyed  the  said  tract  of  land 
and  its  appurtenances  in  full  and  absolute  property  to  your  memorialist,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  appear 
by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  said  conveyance  from  the  said  Pablo  F.  Fontane  to  your  memorialist 
now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  E;  and  that  the  said  tract  of  land  is  now  iu  the  actual 
occupancy  of  your  memorialist. 

And  yom-  memorialist  alleges  and  shows  that  the  said  Jose  Fernandez  was,  at  the  time  the  said  hind 
was  conceded  and  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  of  East  Florida,  and  an  actual  settler  there, 
and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  that  the  said  Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez  and  Pablo  F.  Fontane  were, 
at  the  time  the  said  land  was  conveyed  to  them  severally  as  aforesaid,  inhabitants  of  East  Florida,  and 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  was,  before  and  at  the  time  the  said  land  was 
conveyed  to  him  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  suliject  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  and  that  he  has  ever  since  the  said  cession  continued  to  be,  and  now  is,  an  inhabitant  and  settler 
of  the  same.  Wherefore,  your  memorialist  prays  a  confirmation  of  his  title  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of 
land  and  its  appurtenances,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  iu  such  cases  made  and  provided;  and  he 
will  ever  prav,  <kc. 

FRANCISCO  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 
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[Translation.! 

Title  of  property  in  favor  of  Jose  Fernandez  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  ttw-  plains  of  St.  Diego,  at  a 

2)lacc  called  Quiqui. 

Don  Josu  Copping-or,  lieutenant  colnncl  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor ^ro  tern.,  and  chief 
of  the  royal  liuance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  tlie  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  strangers  who, 
of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  land  should  be  measured  them 
gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Jose  Fernandez  having  presented  himself 
as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  of  the  governor,  and  there  were  granted  him,  on  November  20,  180G,  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  plains  of  St.  Diego,  at  a  place  called  Quiqui,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the 
plantation  called  the  Humpback,  and  on  the  north  by  said  plains  of  St.  Diego,  as  appears  by  a  certificate 
"•ivcn  by  the  secretary  of  the  governor,  with  the  same  date  which  is  annexed  to  the  proceedings  instituted 
by  the  interested,  soliciting  the  corresponding  title  of  the  land  already  mentioned;  and  as  no  title  whatr 
ever  had  been  given  him  for  the  security  and  evidence  of  his  right  to  the  said  land  in  the  form  it  has  been 
executed  to  others;  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  have  elapsed  to  obtain  said 
lands  in  fee  simple,  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  them,  and  performed  al!  the  other  conditions  established 
by  the  government  for  concessions  and  donations  of  this  nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other 
settlers,  and  is  set  forth  in  the  same  proceedings:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  everything,  I  have 
granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  said  Jos6  Fernandez  the  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting  him,_as  by  these 
presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the 
right  and  domininn  it  held  in  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Jose  Fernandez,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and 
enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and 
appurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  doth,  or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain 
thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them;  to 
all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  aa  possible,  and  according  to  law,  in  compliance  with  the 
sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  pro  tern,  of  government  and 
royal  finance,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  Juno  19,  1816. 
•^  ^  o  jQgj,  coPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency  : 

Juan  de  Entralgo,  Notary  pro  tern,  of  Government,  dx: 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 


[Translation] 

In  virtue  of  the  order  which,  under  date  of  the  2Ctli  of  May  last,  was  communicated  to  me  by  his 
excellency  Don  Joseph  Coppingcr,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  of  city  and  its 
province,  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  Don  Pablo  F.  Fontane  a  tract  of  land  situated  at 
the  head' of  the  North  river,  containing  one  hundred  acres,  which  he  purchased  of  Don  Josd  Simeon  Sanchez; 
and  its  figure  and  boundaries  being  "according  to  the  present  plat,  I  give  this  certificate,  which  I  sign  in 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  Juno  30,  1818. 

Diego   plains. 
Palmetto.  l^^t  line.     East  36  clmins. 


\ 

^'itltiimted  land. 

Cleared  land. 

Hammock. 

L 

Pine  land. 

3d  lino.    Weet  30  chains. 
J.  Tate's  land. 


I  certify  the  forcffoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 
■^  °      "  F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Josd  Fernandez  of  the  one  huniln'(l  acres  to  Jos(;  Simeon  Sanchez, 
dated  September  4,  ISlfi;  also  a  conveyance  from  Jose  Simeon  Sanchez  of  the  same  to  Pablo  F.  Fontane, 
dated  July  10,  1818;  also  a  conveyance  from  Pablo  F.  Fontane  to  claimant,  dated  August  18,  1818.] 
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DKCUKE    HY    Till'.    BOAKD. 

\Vi'  llnil   ill   this  case  that  thr  laml  was  g-rautod  in  absolute  iiropcrty  to  .lusii  I'd'nuinh/,  mi  .liinr  ill, 

ISKi-  ami  tiial  it  was  conveyed  by  deed  by  Feniaiide/,  tn  .lose''  Siincun  Saiicliez,  wh(]  < \  (  yrd  i|  \>y  i\rri\  lu 

Pablo   F.  Fontaiie,  and  by  him  conveyed  to  chiiiiiaiit.      In  ciuisidcratioii  whcreiil',  we  conliiin  ilir  same  In 
the  claimant  and  his  heii's.     June  7,  IS'24. 

X„.  24.— FvEroKT  No.   1.— 1824. 

Franeig  P.  Sanclie:  vs.  Tlic  L'liilal  Slulc.->.      Claim  lo  tux,  Jnuidrcd  and  Iwrnlij  acrc^  nf  land. 

MEMUKI.M.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commimoners  appointed  to  ascertain  claima  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  title  in  and 
to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  situated  and  being-  in  East 
Florida  aforesaid,  on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  at  a  place  called  Mclnto.sh'.s  Causeway.  That  tiic  said  tract  of 
land  has  the  i'oUowing-  lines  and  dimensions,  and,  at  the  time  of  survey  thereof,  had  the  following  boundaries, 
that  is  to  say:  The  first  lino  begins  at  a  cypress  tree  and  nnis  south,  55  chains,  to  a  pine,  and  is  bounded 
by  Mclntosli's  Causeway;  tho  second  line  runs  from  the  said  pine  east,  40  chains,  to  another  pine,  and  was 
bounded  by  vacant  lands;  the  third  line  runs  from  the  said  last  mentioned  pine  nortli,  55  chains,  to  a 
live  oak  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  and  was  bounded  by  lands  of  one  James  Woodland;  and 
the  fourth  line  runs  from  the  said  live  oak,  along  tho  bank  of  the  said  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
and  is  bounded  by  the  said  river,  as  will  more  fully  and  distinctly  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  plat  of 
the  survey  of  the'  said  land,  bearing  date  ilay  15,  1817,  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  A, 
which  said  survey  was  made  by  (ieorge  Clarke,  then  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  East  Florida. 
And  your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  land  was  originally  granted  one  Domingo  Estacholy,  in 
absolute  property,  and  without  condition,  by  a  grant  bearing  date  December  5,  181<i,  by  Don  Jose 
Coppinger,  then  governor  of  East  Florida,  under  the  authority  and  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  bearing'date  March  -29,  1813,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  apjiear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy 
of  the  said  grant  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  B.  That  some  years  after  the  making  of  the 
said  grant  as  aforesaid  the  said  Domingo  Estach(jly  departed  this  life,  leaving  his  wife,  Ursula  Llafrio, 
who,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  to  her  by  your  memorialist,  conveyed,  according  to  the  requisitions 
of  the  Spanish  law,  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  appurtenances  to  your  memorialist,  in  absolute  property, 
on  July  29,  1822,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  conveyance 
herewith  sulmiitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  C. 

And  your  memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  the  said  Domingo  Estacholy  was,  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  granting  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  an 
inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist 
was,  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  and  before  the  said  cession,  and  has 
continued  to  be  ever  since,  and  now  is,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida.  Wherefore,  your 
memorialist  iirays  a  confirmation  of  his  title  to  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances;  and  he  will,  etc. 

FRANCISCO  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JNO.  DRYSDALE. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Josti  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  finance  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  apiirovo  tlie  donations  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor.  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  ollicers  and  soldiers,  both 
of  the  lino  as  Avell  iis  inilitia,  of  this  province,  wlio  contributed  to  its  defence  at  the  time  of  tiie  rebellion, 
being  one  of  said  rewards  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  family  each  individual 
may  have;  that  Don  Domingo  Estacholy  having  presented  himself,  making  known  his  services  as  sergeant 
of  one  of  the  companies  of  militia  which  were  formed  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,^  soliciting  the  rjuantity 
of  land  corresponding  to  himself,  his  family,  and  slaves,  there  were  granted  to  him  220  acres  of  land  on 
the  river  St.  Mary's,  at  a  place  known  as  Mcintosh's  Causeway,  which  are  vacant,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  a  creek  called  Little  St.  Mary's,  and  on  the  south,  east,  and  west,  by  vacant  lauds,  all  of  which  is 
conformable  to  the  regulations  established  by  this  government  for  the  distribution  of  lands,  and  to  the 
number  of  persons  and  slaves  which  he  has  manifested  that  his  said  family  consists  of,  and  by  what  has 
been  ordered  by  my  decree  of  this  day,  placed  on  the  proceedings  instituted  by  tho  said  Don  Doiningo 
Estacholy,  on  fife  in  the  government  notary  office:  AVlierefore,  I  have  thought  proper  to  grant,  as  in  the 
name  of  his  ^Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Domingo  Estacholy,  on  file,  the  above-mentioned  220 
acres  of  land  in  the  place  pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  for  himself,  his  lieirs  and  succos 
sors,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting  him,  as  liy  these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding 
title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands;  and 
I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Domingo  Estacholy,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  they  may  possess  it,  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance, whatever, 
with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  which  it  had  or  may  have,  and 
of  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate 
it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  I  can,  and  by  right  ought  to, 
in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 

in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  5,  1816. 

•^  n  .  >  j^g^  COPPINGER. 

P>y  order  of  his  excellency: 

Jr.W    DE    EXTRAT.IIO. 
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Conformable  to  the  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being 
used.     St.  Augustine,  December  5,  1816. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO.  [l.  s.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

P.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  a. 

[Translation  ] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  survej-or  general, 
appointed  by  tlie  governor  of  the  same  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for 
Don  Domingo  Estacholy  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  a  branch  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  called 
Little  St.  Mary's,  which  were  granted  him  by  the  governor  in  absolute  property,  according  to  the  docu- 
mentary title  in  jiossession  of  the  said  interested;  which  land  is  conformable  in  all  its  circumstances  to 
the  following  plat,  and  its  copy  in  the  book  of  surveys  in  mv  charge.     Fernandina,  May  1.5,  1817. 

GEORGE  J. "p.  CLARKE. 
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3d  lino.     N.  55  chains. 
Lands  of  James  Woodland. 


Oak. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

P.  J.  FATIO,  &  B.  L.  a 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  by  deed  by  Ursula  Llafrio,  widow  of  Domingo  Estacholy,  deceased,  to 
claimant,  dated  July  29,  1822.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

We  find  in  this  case  that  thej'  granted  to  Domingo  Estachoh',  liy  Governor  Coppinger,  in  absolute 
property,  on  December  5,  1816,  and  that  the  widow  of  grantee  conveyed  the  same  by  deed  to  claimant. 
In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  him  and  his  heirs.     June  10,  1824. 

No.  25.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioiiers  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  in  and 
to  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  situated,  lying,  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid,  to  the  north 
of  Diego  plains,  having  the  following  lines  and  dimensions,  and  having,  at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof, 
had  the  following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  The  first  line,  commencing  at  a  stake,  runs  north  20°  west, 
95  chains,  to  another  stake,  and  was  bounded  by  vacant  lands;  the  second  line  runs  from  the  last- 
mentioned  stake  north  05°  east,  40  chains,  to  another  stake,  and  was  bounded  by  vacant  lands;  and  the 
third  line  runs  from  the  last-mentioned  stake  south  20°  east,  95  chains,  to  another  stake,  and  is  bounded 
by  the  beach;  the  fourth  line  runs  from  last-mentioned  stake  south  65°  west,  40  chains,  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  and  is  bounded  by  lands  of  John  Sanchez,  as  will  more  fully  and  distinctly  appear  by  a 
reference  to  a  plat  of  the  survey  thereof,  bearing  date  May  1,  1810,  (which  survey  was  nuide  under  the 
authority  of  a  decree  of  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  October  9,  1818,)  now  here  submitted  and  liled,  and  marked 
exhibit  A.  And  your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  land  was  originally  granted,  without  condi- 
tion, and  in  absolute  property,  to  one  Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez,  June  26,  1816,  by  Don  Josii  Coppinger, 
then  governor  of  East  Florida,  under  the  authority  and  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Spain,  bearing  date  March  29,  1815,  as  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified 
copy  of  said  grant  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  marked  exhibit  B.  And  that  the  said  Joseph  Simeon 
Sanchez  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  January  26,  1818,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  by  your  memorialist 
to  him,  convcj'ed  the  said  land  and  its  ajipurtenances,  according  to  the  formalities  required  by  the  Spanish 
law,  to  your  memorialist,  as  Avill  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said 
conveyance,  herowitli  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exliibit  C.  And  j'our  memorialist  lurtlicr  avers 
and  siiuws  that  the  said  Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez  was,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  granting  the  said  land 
to  him  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  was,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United 
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State.s,  an  inliabitant  and  settler  of  East  Flovida,  and  lias  ever  sinee  cdntinuod  to  lie,  and  now  is,  an 
inlialiilant  and  settler  of  the  same.  ^Vllerefllre,  your  nieniorialisl  prays  a  ciinlirniaticjn  of  jiis  title  in  and 
til  the  said  land  and  its  apiiurtenances,  agreeably  to  the  aets  of  Congress  in  snch  eases  nnule  and  jirovided. 
\nd  lie  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  t^e. 

I'll.WClSCO    !•.   SAXCllKZ, 
By  his  attonicy,  .).\(».   DK VSDA LK. 

[Traiislatiuii.| 

Title  (if  projH'rIi/  ill  favar  i if'  Don  -fuse  Siiin-dii  Sanchez  for  liin'r  lunnlrril  inn/  rii/Ii/ii  urn:-;  oj'-liiiiil  In  Ihr  /lorlh 

of  till'  plains  of  SI.  Diiyo. 

Don  Jose  t'oppinger,  lienteiiaiit  I'dlimcl  nf  tlie  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  goverimr  pro  Inn.,  and  chief 
iif  the  royal  linance  of  this  eit}-  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  in-nvince: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Maj(>sty  has  Ijeen  jileased  to  a]i]n-ove  the  donations 
and  rewards  ]iroposed  bj'  my  predecessor,  Urigadicr  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  (illieers  and  soldiers, 
both  of  the  line  as  well  as  militia  of  this  province,  who  contributed  to  its  defence  at  the  time  of  the 
rebellion,  being  one  of  said  rewards  the  distriinition  of  lands  in  proportion  to  tlie  number  of  family  each 
fanaily  may  have;  that  Don  Jose  Simeon  Sanchez  liaving  presented  hinistdf,  making  statement  nf  his 
services  as  a  former  militiaman  of  the  town  of  Fcrnaudina,  soliciting  tiie  corresiionding  quantity  for 
himself,  his  family,  and  slaves,  there  were  granted  him  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  to  the  north 
of  the  plains  of  St.  Diego,  bounded  on  the  iiorih  by  those  granted  latterly  to  the  inhabitant  Willy  Hartley; 
on  the  south  to  the  head  of  St.  Pablo  creek,  or  bonndary  of  those  latterly  granted  to  another  inhabitant; 
on  the  east  by  the  beach  and  part  of  the  land  wdiich  corresponds  to  his  brothers',  for  their  part  of 
inheritance;  and  on  the  west  liy  the  swamp  or  hammock  of  St.  Diego,  all  conformalile  to  the  regulations 
established  by  this  government  fir  the  distriliution  of  lands,  and  to  the  number  of  persons  and  slaves  which 
he  has  manifested  that  his  said  family  consist.s  of,  and  by  what  has  been  ordered  by  my  decree  of  this 
day,  placed  on  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  said  Sanchez,  on  file  in  the  government  notary's  office: 
AVherefore,  I  have  thought  proper  to  grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  aforesaid  Don 
Josii  Simeon  Sanchez,  the  above-mentioned  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  place  already 
pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  third,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  jiroperty;  and  in 
granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from 
the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid 
Don  Jose  Simeon  Sanchez,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their 
own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs, 
rights  and  ai>purtenances,  which  it  had  or  may  have,  and  of  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and, 
being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose 
my  authority  as  far  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought  to,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  June  26,  1810. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Ju.i\  DE  ExTK.iLGO,  Notary  pvo  tern,  of  Government,  <i-c. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

P.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  a 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  by  deed  of  the  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  from  Jose  Simeon  Sanchez 
to  claimant,  dated  January  26,  1818.] 

[Translation.] 

In  virtue  of  the  order  which  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  his  excellency  Don  Jose  Coppinger, 
colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  of  this  city  and  its  province.  May  7,  1818,  I  certify 
that  I  have  measured  and  laid  ofl'  a  tract  of  land  in  favor  of  Don  Francisco  P.  Sanchez,  which  contains 
three  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  St.  Diego,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of 
Don  Juan  Sanchez,  on  the  east  by  the  beach,  on  the  north  and  west  by  vacant  lands,  whose  figure  and 
boundaries   are  those  denoted  in  the  following  plat.     And  that  it  may  be  made  known,  I  sign  it  in  St. 

Auffustine,  May  1,  1819. 

ROBERT  McHARDY. 

A  cotiy  from  the  original. 

ROBERT  McIIARDY. 
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I  certify  the  foregoing:  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 


F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 


Vacant  lands. 
1st  line.     North  20°  West,  'J5  chains. 


Stake. 


Stake. 


3d  line.     Soutli  3U°  East,  U.0  cliains. 


DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

We  find  in  this  case  that  tlie  land  was  granted  in  absolute  property  to  Josd  Simeon  Sanchez  by 
Governor  Coppinger,  June  26,  1816,  which  was  afterwards  conveyed  bj'  grantee  by  deed  to  claimant.  In 
consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     June  10,  1824. 

[Note. — In  the  abstract  this  claim  is  erroneously  reported  in  the  name  of  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  present  claimant,  in  right 
of  Jos.  S.  Sanchez.] 

No.  26.— Report  No.  ].— 1824. 
George  Atkinson  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  five  hundred  and  ffty  aci-es  qf  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissio)iers  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  Atkinson,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  west  of  the  river 
St.  John's,  bounded  on  the  north  and  west  by  lands  of  John  II.  Mcintosh,  on  the  south  by  McGirt's  creek, 
on  the  east  by  the  river  St.  John's,  as  per  plat  marked  A;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant 
made  to  your  memorialist,  February  22,  1816,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
October  29,  1790,  as  per  deed  marked  B.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  ho  was,  at  the 
exchange  of  flags,  and  now  is,  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  land;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  Darien,  in  Georgia. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  projxrtij. 

Don  Josti  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  jaro  tern.,  and  chief 
of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  roj-al  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners 
who,  of  their  own  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  be 
measured  them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  each  famil3'  may  have;  that  Don  George  Atkinson 
having  presented  himself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  him, 
under  date  of  August  8,  1803,  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's, 
which  land  is  known  and  distinguished  under  the  following  boundaries  and  dimensions:  The  first  line,  north 
22°  east,  commences  with  a  pine  and  ends  at  another,  its  measurement  being  80  chains,  and  is  bounded 
on  this  side  by  the  lands  of  Don  Juan  Mcintosh;  the  second  line  runs  south  56°  east,  commences  at  said  pine 
and  ends  at  a  stake,  bounding  with  the  lands  of  Don  John  Mcintosh,  and  bounded  on  the  side  by  a  creek 
known  as  McGirt's  creek,  as  results  from  the  certificate  given  by  the  surveyor  general  appointed  by  this 
government,  Don  George  Clarke,  dated  August  1,  1815,  with  the  corresponding  plat  which  has  authorized 
in  continuation  of  the  same;  and  as  no  title  whatever  had  been  given  him  for  the  security  and  evidence 
of  his  dominion  to  the  said  land,  that  he  has  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  them,  and  finally  complied 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  conditions  of  this  nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is  set 
forth  in  the  proceedings  moved  for  by  the  interested,  soliciting  that  there  should  be  given  him  the 
corresponding  one  of  the  lands  which  he  has  already  measured  and  laid  oft' :  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration 
of  all,  I  have  thonght  proper  to  grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  said  Don  George 
Atkinson  the  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  absolute  property,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  successors; 
and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  them,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it 
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from  the  royal  ddinain,  from  tlic  rij;"lit  aiul  (Idiniiiinii  wiiich  it  liud  in  saiil  land;  and  I  cede  and  transirr  it 
to  the  said  Ucorgo  Atkinsun,  his  heir.'<  and  wnccossors,  tlial,  in  oonsennonro  thcrcol',  they  may  pnssess  it 
as  their  own,  use  and  enjciy  it,  without  any  eneund.irance  whatever,  witli  all  its  entranees,  unlh^ts,  uses, 
eu.stoms,  rij;-hts,  and  serviees,  whieh  it  has  had,  lias,  and  in  faet  and  liy  law  lieloiiij;  In  inm;  and,  liein"* 
their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  nf  which  1  interjinso 
my  authority  as  far  as  possible,  and  by  ri,i;'ht  (Uit;-ht  to,  in  virtue  nf  the  soverei.n'u  will. 

(iiveu  under  my  hand,  and  eountersin'ueil  by  the  undersin'ued  notary  pro  lent,  nf  j;'iiv('iiiiiiiiil  and  rnyal 
Onauee,  in  this  city  of  St.  Auyustine.  Flnriila,  Februarv  22,  181(). 

JO.SE  CUl'i'I.\(;Kit. 

By  order  of  his  excellency': 

Jr.VX  DE  ExTR.\I,(a>,   (('■(■. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  tile  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  1  refer;  and  at  the  request 
of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  ])resent  cnpy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  pajier,  staniiis  ni)t  being  used. 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  22,  1810. 

JUAN  DE  ENTi;.VL(.;0,  rfe. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  n.  L.  a 
frrauslation.] 

Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed  by  the  governor  of  said  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  Don 
George  Atkinson,  merchant,  of  this  town,  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  which  were  granted  him  by 
the  government,  August  8,  1803,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  which  in  its  figure,  boundaries, 
and  measurement,  is  according  to  the  following  plat,  and  is  conformable  to  its  copy  in  the  bii(dv  of  surveys 
uuder  my  charge.     Fernandina,  August  1,  1815. 

GEOP.GE  J.  F.  CLAKKE. 


Stake, 


2d.    South  65°  East,  80  cliains. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F,  J.  FATIO. 


DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  liy  claimant  pro- 
ducing a  royal  title  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppiinger,  dated  February  22,  18l('>,  together  with  a  certified 
plat  of  survey.     In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  claimant  and  his  lieirs.     June  11,  1824. 

No.  27.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Tuckefs  administratrix  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  hundred  and  tliirtu  acres  (f  >land. 

.  memori.\l. 

To  the  honorable  the  eommissioners  for  ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Elizabeth  Tucker,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Andrew  Tucker,  deceased,  residing 
in  Camden  county,  Georgia,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situated  in 
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the  county  of  Duval,  containing-  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  opposite  Amelia  island,  bounded  on  the  one 
side  by  hands  of  Louis  ^[attair,  which  said  tract  of  laud  was  granted  to  the  said  Andrew  Tucker  October 
24,  1804,  as  hcadriglits;  all  which,  with  the  conditions  thereto  annexed,  will  more  particularly  appear  by 
schedule  A,  being  an  absti-aet  of  the  coucessiou  or  g-rant  thereof,  and  which  conditions  your  memorialist 
says  have  been  complied  with;  that  the  land  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  lauds  of  Louis  McTier,  on  the 
south  by  lands  of  the  same  person,  on  the  east  by  marsh,  on  the  west  by  vacant  lands,  being  in  shape  an 
oblong  square,  one  hundred  chains  one  way  and  twenty-three  the  other;  all  which,  by  the  survey  thereof 
executed  June  2(1,  181  (1,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  schedule  B,  will  more  fully  appear. 
All  of  which  is  huiiibly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body.     August  21,  1823. 

BELTON  A.  COPP,  Agent. 

[Translation  ] 

Don  Juan  de  Pierra,  lieutenant  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  infantry  regiment  and  secretary  of  gov- 
ernment: I  certify  that,  on  a  memorial  presented  by  Andrew  Tucker  soliciting  three  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  the  main  "land  oiijiosite  Amelia  island,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  lauds  granted  to  Louis  McTier, 
the  following  decree  was  this  <lay  placed  thereon:  "Grant  to  this  petitioner  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  land,  which,  according  to  the  new  regulations,  arc  those  appertaining  to  the  family  and  slaves  which 
he  declares  to  liave  in  the  ju-esent  memorial,  without  injury  to  a  third,  and  with  the  condition  that  he  is 
to  establish  himself  on  said  land  in  the  term  of  one  muutii  from  this  date;  and  that  in  case  the  royal  service, 
for  some  motive,  should  order  him  to  retire  into  the  interior  of  the  province,  he  can  in  nowise  demand 
damages  or  injuries.  WHITE." 

And  that  this  may  serve  as  a  security  to  the  interested,  I  give  it,  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  24, 
1804. 

JUAN  DE  PIERKA. 

Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  same  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for 
Don  Andrew  Tucker  230  acres  of  land,  which  were  granted  to  him  by  the  governor  on  the  river  Amelia, 
and  at  a  place  called  Black  Hammock,  fronting  Amelia  island,  and  is  according  to  the  following  plat,  and 
a  copy  retained  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  uw  charge.     Fernandina,  June  2tj,  1816. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Stake. 


Lands  of  Louis  McTier. 
3d  line.    North  83°  East,  100  chains. 


■ 

1           '^ 

Pine  lajul. 

o 

ft 

\ 

320  acre^. 

^^/ 

Stake 


)st  line.    South  83°  West,  100  chains. 
Landsof  Louis  McTier. 


Stake. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  two  documents  in  the  Spanish 
language,  in  the  oflice  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

Floeida,  Duval  counitj. 

In  the  matter  of  Elizabeth  Tucker,  widow  of  A.  Tucker,  claim  to  230  acres  at  the  Black  Hammock,  in 
Duval  county,  opposite  Amelia  island,  William  Braddock,  an  inhabitant  of  this  county,  planter,  aged  about 
46  years,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  That,  for  the  last  twenty-seven  years,  he  has  lived  in  the  section  of 
country  now  known  by  tlie  name  of  Duval  county,  and  in  about  three  miles  from  the  above  tract  of  land 
for  the  most  part  of  the  time.  Deponent  says  he  well  knew  Andrew  Tucker  in  his  lifetime;  he  is  now- 
dead,  and  knows  the  said  Elizabeth  is  his  widow.  Deponent  further  says  that,  in  the  year  1804,  as  well 
as  deponent  recollects,  the  said  Andrew  Tucker  planted  a  part  of  the  tract  called  Black  Hammock  tract; 
that  he  thinks  it  was  cultivated  by  Andrew  Tucker  till  1800,  during  which  year  it  was  transferred  or 
swapped  by  Tucker  unto  William  Bcrrie  for  Snelling's  old  iield,  which  Bcrrie  owned,  that  is,  one  removed 
to  the  other's  land  by  agreement;  that  the  said  William  Ben-ie  continued  to  cultivate  the  said  tract  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Black  Hammock  till  1813,  when  both  he  and  Tucker  removed  into  Georgia,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  troubles  which  then  existed  in  Florida;  that  in  the  year  1820  Bcrrie  pUmted  it  again;  that 
in  the  year  1803  the  said  Andrew  Tucker  intermarried  with  the  said  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  sister  of  William 
Berrie.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  has  no  interest  in  the  lands  in  question,  and  shall  neither  lose  nor 
gain  whether  the  said  Tucker's  grant  be  confirmed  or  not;  that  William  Berrie  lives  in  Georgia. 

WILLIAM  BRADDOCK.    [l.  s.]  , 


Sworn  to  before  me,  January  23,  1824. 


JAMES  O'NEILL,  J.  P. 


DECREE    BY    THE    Ii0.\RD. 

• 

In  this  case  the  claimant  e.xliibited  in  evidence  a  concession,  on  condition,  for  the  land  in  question, 
by  Governor  AVhite,  certilied  by  the  secretary  of  government,  dated  October  24,  1804;  likewise  a  certified 
plat  for  the  same;  and  likewise  a  deposition  of  William  Braddock,  showing  that  the  condition  stipulated 
in  the  grant  or  concession  was  complied  with  by  the  grantee.  We  therefore  consider  the  claim  a  valid 
one,  and  confirm  the  same  to  claimant  and  her  heirs. 
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Xo.  28.— Report  Xo.  L— 1824. 
Hubert  ITulchinson  vs.  'The  United  Staleif.     Claim  In  liru  Inimfred  (iiid  jifti/  wri's  of  liniil. 


To  the  honorable  the  commii^gioner.'i  appointed  to  a^fccrlaia  claims  and  tille.-i  lo  laml.^  in  K(i.<l  Fluridu : 

The  memorial  of  Robert  Ilutchiiison  respectfully  sliowotli:  That  your  nioiiKirialist  elainis  1illc  In  a 
tract  of  land  consistiiif!:  of  three  huiidrerl  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's, 
near  AlcGirt'.s  ereek;  iirst  line  runs  westwardly  70  chains,  coinmencing-  at  a  pine  on  the  river,  to  a  stake; 
second  line  thence  north  50  chains  to  a  jiine;  third  line  south  70  chains  to  a  |>ine  on  the  hank  of  the  river; 
bounded  north  by  land  of  your  nieiuorialist,  cast  by  the  river  St.  John's,  soutli  b_y  lamls  of  (ieor,n-e  .Vtkiu- 
son,  and  Avest  by  vacant  lands;  whicli  title  ynur  memorialist  derived  from  a  deeri'c  of  Governor  ('oppinger, 
January  9,  1818,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  17'J0.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was  in 
possession  until  1818.  but  lias  since  been  deprived  by  George  Atkinson;  that  he  is  a  citizen  oi'the  United 
States  and  resident  of  Florida.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

A.  P.ELLA:MY,  J[emoria!ifil\<  Attorncij. 

[Translation.] 

SIEMORLU,. 

To  his  c.rcellenei/  the  governor: 

Robert  Hutchinson,  an  inhabitant  and  planter  in  this  province,  to  your  e.xcclli'ncy  respectfully  show- 
eth: That  since  the  last  concession  of  lands  he  obtaini'd  of  this  govcrnnient  he  has  acijuired,  by  his  vigi- 
lance and  industry,  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  his  slaves,  so  that  ho  is  at  present  without  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  land  to  employ  them,  and  also  an  increase  of  family,  for  which  reason  he  humbly 
prays  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  the  river  St. 
John's,  adjoining  those  he  at  present  cultivates,  (on  the  cast  liy  the  mouth  of  Mctlirt's  creek,  on  the  north 
by  said  river,)  for  the  purpose  of  employing  advantageously  the  number  of  hands  he  has  almost  idle, 
being  a  gift  he  will  ever  be  grateful  to  your  excellency  for.     St.  Augustine,  January  8,  1,S18. 

ROIUIRT  IIUTCIIIXSOX. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  Fi.onin.v,  January  0,  1818. 

Grant  to  tlie  petitioner  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  place  which  he  solicits,  with- 
out injury  to  a  third,  and  with  the  condition  that  he  is  to  cultivate  them  without  intermission;  and  for 
his  security  give  him,  through  the  secretary's  office,  a  certified  copy  of  this  memorial  and  decree. 

COPPINGER. 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  ensign  of  infantry,  and  secretary,  by  his  Majesty,  of  government  of  this  city 
and  province:  I  certify  that  the  preceding  copy  is  truly  taken  from  the  original  on  file  in  the  office  under 
my  charge;  and  in  virtue  of  wliat  is  ordered,  I  give  the  present  in  St.  Augustine,  Januaiy  0,  1818. 

'THOMAS  DE  'aguilar. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Siianish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

Lands  of  Uobnrt  Ilutcliinson. 


3cl  line.     Simlh  .l.j°  E,ist,  70  chains. 


Stake  .1.  Ut  line.    Nnrlh  ij'  West,  70  chains.  Pine. 

Lands  of  Robert  Hutchinson. 

Don  D.  S.  H.  ^filler,  captain  of  the  rural  militia  of  St.  John's  river,  district  of  St.  Nicholas,  and 
deputy  surveyor,  do  certify  that  I  did,  May  15,  1821,  survey  for  Mr.  Robert  Hutchinson  350  acres  of  land, 
lying  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  south  of  and  joining  a  tract  of  150  acres  surveyed  by 
me  for  him  in  January,  1817,  as  above. 

TERRrroRY  OF  FLORro.v,  County  of  Duval. 

This  day  personally  appeared  D.  S.  U.  Miller  before  me,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deiioscth  and  saith: 
That  he  surveyed  a  tract  of  laud  for  Mr.  Robert  Hutchinson,  now  Robert  Hutchinson,  esq.,  on  the  west 
side  of  St.  John's  river,  near  the  mouth  of  McGirt's  creek,  granted  him  in  the  year  1814  by  the  Spanish 
government;  and  that  he  is  well  knowing  to  Mr.  Hutchinson  improving  the  same  place  for  upwards  of 
five  years;  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  place  by  the  invasion  of  the  Indians;  also,  another 
tract  joining  the  above,  granted  to  him  in  1818;  and  that  it  was  cultivated  the  same  length  of  time,  as 
his  improvements  were  made  on  both  tracts  at  the  same  time. 

D.  S.  n.  MILLER. 

Sworn  to  this  16th  day  of  January,  1824. 

W.  G.  DAWSON,  J.  P. 
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Territory  of  Florida,  Si.  Jolin's  County. 

Personally  ajipearcd  Charles  Ilogan,  who,  being  duly  .sworn,  deposeth  and  saith:  That  he  lias  known 
and  been  well  acquainted  with  Robert  Hutchinson  for  the  "last  twelve  years;  that  he  has  also  known  Kobert 
Hutchinson  in  the  year  1815,  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  on  St.  John's  river,  near  McGirt's  creek,  of 
150  acres;  that,  some  time  after  it  was  surveyed  by  David  S.  H.  Miller,  tliis  deponent  further  states  that 
he  was  chain-bearer  to  both  tracts  of  150  and  350  acres;  that  at  the  time  of  settling  and  cultivating  the 
first  grant,  granted  to  said  Hutchinson  in  the  year  1814,  he,  the  said  Hutchinson,  cleared  and  cultivated 
the  same  until  1818,  (May,)  when  he  obtained  a  grant  for  said  land  of  350  acres,  and  was  soon  after 
forced  to  leave  it  in  consequence  of  the  Indians.  Deponent  further  states  that  the  land  that  the  said 
Hutchinson  cleared,  without  the  lirst  grant  of  150  acres,  is  in  the  survey  of  350  acres. 

CHARLES  HOG  AN. 

Sworn  to  before  me. 

EDWARD  R.  GIBSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  St.  John^s  county. 

DECREE  BY  THE   BOARD. 

We  find  in  this  case  that  the  land  was  conceded  to  the  claimant  on  condition  by  Governor  Coppinger, 
January  9, 1818,  and  that  ho  complied  with  the  conditions  stipulated  in  the  concession,  as  proven  by  the 
depositions  of  I).  S.  II.  Miller  and  Charles  Hogan;  the  claimant  likewise  exhibited  a  survey  of  the  land. 
In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     June  11,  1824. 

No.  29.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
Samuel  Wurthington  \s.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  EaM  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Samuel  Worthiugton  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  100  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  near  Pigeon  creek,  bounded  north 
by  lands  of  your  memorialist,  south  by  lands  of  John  Dixon,  east  by  vacant  lands,  west  by  river  St.  Marj^'s; 
w-hicli  title  "y^Jwi"  memorialist  derived  from  a  decree  of  Governor  Coppinger  to  your  memorialist,  March 
18,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  i-oyal  order  of  1790,  which,  together  with  a  survey  of  the  land,  is  herewith  presented. 
Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  tract,  and  was  so  at  the  cession; 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 


A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialisfs  Attorney. 


[Translation.] 

MEMORIAL. 


To  his  excellency  the  gorernor: 

Samuel  Worthington,  an  inhabitant  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  to  your  excellency,  respectfully  showeth: 
That  being  desirous  ot"  applying  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  there  being  vacant  one  hundred 
acres  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  bounded  by  the  lands  of  John  Ilogins,  he  therefore  prays  that  your  excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  quantity;  his  family  consisting  of  his  wife,  a  slave  of  age,  and 
himself.     Fernandina,  February  4,  1817. 

SAMUEL  WORTHINGTON. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augcstixe,  3Iarch  18,  1817. 
Grant  to  the  petitioner  the  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  place  which  he  solicits,  without  injury  to 
a  third,  and  arc  thijsc  his  family,  himself,  and  slave,  are  entitled  to,  as  he  has  set  forth  in  this  petition; 
and  for  his  security  let  there  be  given  him,  from  the  secretary's  office,  a  certified  cony  of  the  proceedings. 

COPPINGER. 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  ensign  of  the  army,  and  secretary  of  the  government  of  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine  and  its  province  of  East  Florida,  by  his  Majesty:  I  certify  that  the  foregoing  copy  is  well  and 
truly  taken  from  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the  request 
of  the  party,  do  sign  the  present  in  virtue  of  the  superior  decree  of  this  day,  made  in  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  March  18,'l817. 

THOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  E.  L.  C. 

[Translation  ] 

Don  George  Clarke,  captain  of  the  northern  district  of  Florida,  and  surveyor  general  of  said  province, 
appointed  by  his  government:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  olY  for  Samuel  Worthington  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Pigeon  creek,  granted  him  March  18, 
1817,  and  are  conformable  to  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  in  my  possession.  Northern  district,  May 
9,  1818. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 
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I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  ami  correct  translation  from  a  ducuincnt  in  llic  Spanish  lann'iiaj^-c, 

1<\  J.  FATIU,  ,S.  Jl.  L.  (J. 

Lands   orJolin    Oujiun. 
Stake.      1st.     S   ;fS"  \V.  .'« chains.      Stake. 


Stake.  :id.     N.  28°  E.  4:)  chanis. 

Lands  of  Juan   Hagins. 


Stake, 


DECREE    BY    THE    B0.\RD. 

We  ascertain  this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  bj'  claimant  producing  a  concession  without  condition 
made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  March  18,  1817,  which  land  was  afterwards  surveyed.  In 
consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     June  21. 

Samuel  Worthington  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Pigeon  creek,  St.  Mary's  river. 

George  J.  F.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  has  known  Samuel  Worthington  since  the  j'ear 
1815,  and  that  he  lias  always  resided  in  the  Territory;  does  not  know  whether  he  has  resided  on  the  tract 
in  question.  Witness  says  that  ho  does  not  think  he  ever  received  on  any  other  concession  from  the 
Spanish  government. 

Question  by  Mr.  Macon.  Witness  says  he  is  unable  to  say  whether  the  claimant  cultivated  the  tract 
in  question. 

No.  30.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 


Robert  Hutchinson  vs.  The  United  Slate 


Claim  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Robert  Hutchinson  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  two 
miles  north  of  McGirt's  creek;  bounded  nortli  by  vacant  lands,  south  by  lands  of  your  memorialist,  east 
by  St.  Jolin's  river,  west  by  vacant  lands,  wliich  will  be  seen  by  the  survey  which  is  herewith  presented, 
marked  C;  which  title  your  memorialist  derived  from  a  decree  of  Governor  Estrada,  December  6,  1815, 
on  a  petition  of  your  memorialist,  which  is  herewith  presented,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190. 
Your  memorialist  further  states  that  he  was  in  possession  until  1818,  in  December,  at  which  time  your 
memorialist  was  deprived  of  his  possession  by  an  individual  who  claims  the  same;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

Robert  Hutchinson,  subject  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  showeth:  That  to 
the  northeast  of  McGirt's  creek,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  St.  John's,  there  is  a  quantity  of  vacant 
land,  part  of  which  your  memorialist  is  desirous  of  cultivating  with  four  slaves  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  which  lie  owns;  and  not  having  wherein  to  employ  them  in  consequence  of  his  not  obtaining  any 
concession  whatever  of  land  on  account  of  his  being  under  the  protection  of  his  parents,  he  therefore 
prays  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  number  of  acres  which  he  is  entitled  to  in 
the  place  pointed  out  as  vacant;  for  which  gift  he  will  remain  truly  grateful.  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 
December  1,  1815.  ROBERT  HUTCHINSON. 

St.  Augustine,  December  7,  1815. 
Let  the  civil  and  military  commandant  of  the  river  St.  John's  report  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  interested, 
and  with  certainty  of  the  number  of  slaves  to  which  he  refers  in  this  memorial,  that,  in  consequence 
thereof,  I  may  order  what  may  be  convenient. 

ESTRADA. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  : 

The  individual  set  forth  in  the  memorial  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  province,  and  is  considered  in  the 
same  as  a  person  of  good  cijnduct,  without  ever  having  been  spoken  ill  of;  he  is  industrious,  and  is  atten- 
tive to  his  work.  He  has,  according  to  the  information  given  me  by  his  father  and  others,  the  slaves 
which  he  sets  forth  in  his  petition,  wliich  is  all  I  can  inform  your  excellency  in  virtue  of  the  preceding 

superior  decree.     St.  Nicholas,  December  9,  1815. 
^  THOMAS  LLORENTE. 

St.  Augustin'e,  December  12,  1815. 
In  conformity  wnth  the  foregoing  decree,  grijnt  to  the  interested  one  hundred   and  fifty  acres  of  land 
in  the  place  which  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third,  and  are  those  he  is  entitled  to  according  to  the 
number  of  persons  his  family  consists  of;'  aiid  for  his  security  let  there  be  given  him  from  the  secretary's 

office  the  necessary  document. 

ESTRADA. 
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I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  EATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

Don  S.  H.  Miller,  captain  of  the  rural  militia  of  St.  John's  river,  district  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  deputy 
surveyor,  do  certify  that  I  did,  January  12,  1811,  survey  for  Mr.  Robert  Hutchinson  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  lying  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  about  two  miles  north  of  McGirt's 
creek,  as  follows: 

V  11  c  a  II  t  1  a  n  (J ,  ^ 

e      •  ad  line.    N.  45°  E.  37^  ciiains.  2 


« 

^ 

Hammock. 

z 

D 

c 

D 

150  acres. 

~ 

St.  Johnh  river. 


DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 


We  ascertain  this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  by  claimant  producing  a  concession  without  condition 
made  to  him  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  December  12,  1815;  likewise  a  survey  of  the  same.  In  consider- 
ation whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     June  21,  1824. 

No.  31.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Francisco  P.  Scmcliez  vs.  The  United  Slates.     Claim  to  nine  hundred  acres. 


ME5I0RIAL. 

1o  the  honorable  the  commissioners  a^jpointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  in 
and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  consisting  of  nine  hundred  acres,  situated  and  lying  in  East 
Florida  aforesaid,  on  the  west  of  the  river  St.  Sebastian,  being  partlj'  the  place  known  by  the  name  of 
Penman's  Plantation,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine;  that  the  said  tract  of  nine  hun- 
dred acres  is  made  up  of  what  was  originally  two  tracts,  one  of  six  hundred,  and  the  other  of  three 
hundred  acres;  that  the  tract  of  six  hundred  acres  was  originally  granted  to  one  John  Geiger,  under  the 
royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain,  bearing  date  October  29,  1790;  was  surveyed  for  him  August  1,  1816, 
and  was  confirmed  to  the  said  John  Geiger  July  29,  1811,  by  a  grant  thereof,  without  condition,  and  in 
absolute  property,  made  by  Don  Jos(5  Coppinger,  then  governor  of  East  Florida,  as  will  more  fully  and  at 
large  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  grant  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked 
A;  that  the  aforesaid  three  hundred  acre  tract,  part  of  the  said  nine  hundred  acre  tract,  bounding  on  the 
aforesaid  six  hundred  acre  tract,  was  purchased,  March  15,  1820,  by  the  said  John  Geiger  from  one 
William  Travers,  an  inhabitant  of  East  Florida,  and  a  Spanish  subject,  which  William  Travers  was  one 
of  the  heirs  of  one  Tliomas  Travers,  then  deceased;  that  the  said  Thomas  Travers  acquired  the  said  tract 
of  three  hundred  acres  bj'  devise  from  one  Maria  Evans,  by  her  last  will  and  testament,  made  in  the  year 
1192,  who  died  in  this  country  shortly  after  the  date  of  her  said  will;  that  the  said  tract  of  three  hundred 
acres  was  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  the  said  Maria  Evans  at  tlie  time  of  and  long  before  her  death,  and 
then  and  long  before  having  been  in  cultivation,  and  in  a  state  of  high  improvement;  that  your  memorialist 
is  unable  to  set  forth  or  produce  the  deraignment  of  title  to  the  said  three  hundred  acres  of  land, 
but  most  of  the  facts  herein  before  alleged  in  reference  thereto  will  appear  or  be  supported  and  affirmed 
by  the  exhibit  A,  herein  before  referred  to;  that,  after  the  purchase  as  aforesaid  of  the  said  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  by  the  said  John  Geiger,  he  being  desirous  to  unite  and  throw  into  one  tract  the  said  tlu'ee 
hundred  acres  and  the  aforesaid  six  hundred  acres  formerly  and  then  owned  by  him,  applied  to  Don  Jose 
Coppinger,  then  governor  of  East  Florida,  for  permission  so  to  do,  and  for  an  order  for  the  survey  of  the 
said  two  tracts  of  three  hundred  and  six  hundred  acres  as  one  tract  of  nine  hundred  acres,  which,  permis- 
sion was  obtained,  and  a  survey  of  the  whole  nine  hundred,  as  forming  one  tract,  was  made  by  one  Andres 
Burgeyin,  under  the  authority  of  the  said  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  on  or  before  September  16,  1820.  Your 
memorialist  further  shows  that  tiie  said  tract  of  land  of  nine  hundred  acres  has  the  following  lines  and 
dimensions,  and  had,  at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof,  the  following  boundaries — tiiat  is  to  say:  the  first 
line  runs  north  65°  east,  00  cliains,  to  a  pine  marked  with  three  notches;  the  second  line  runs  from  the 
said  pine  north  31  chains;  the  tiiird  line  runs  north  05°  east;  the  fourth  line  runs  north  25°  west,  54 
chains  80  links;  the  fifth  line  runs  north  02°  west,  to  a  pine  marked  +  ;  the  sixth  line  runs  north  26°. west, 
35  chains,  to  a  pine  tree  with  the  same  mark;  the  seventh  line  runs  south  81°  west,  60  chains,  to  another 
pine  tree  marked  with  a  +  ;  and  the  eighth  line  runs  soutli  20°  east,  150  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
as  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  said  land,  bearing 
date  September  16,  1820,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B.  And  your  memorialist 
further  shows  tliat  the  said  John  (ieiger,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  to  him  by  j-our  memorialist, 
October  16,  1820,  conveyed  the  said  nine  hundred  acres  of  land  and  its  appurtenances  to  your  memorialist 
m  absolute  property,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  conveyance  thereof  by 
the  said  John  Geiger  to  your  memorialist,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  C,  reference 
being  thereto  had;  and  that  the  said  John  Geiger  was,  at  the  time  the  said  six  hundred  acres  of  land  were 
granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  he  so  purchased  the  three  hundred  acres  of  land  as  aforesaid, 
and  before,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your 
memorialist  was,  before  and  at  the  time  the  said  nine  hundred  acres  of  land  were  conveyed  to  him  as 
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aforesaid,  and  at  tlio  time  nf  tlic  ci'ssinn  cif  this  'rcnitury  Id  the  Uuited  States,  an  inhaliitant  and  sdllrr 
of  East  Fhii'ida,  and  a  subject  of  the  King-  of  Spain,  and  tiiat  he  luis  ever  C(intinnei|  \u  lie,  ;ind  nuw  is,  an 
inhabitant  and  settler  of  the  same.  Wherefore,  ho  prays  confirmation  of  his  title  in  and  tn  the  said  land 
and  its  appurtenances;  and  he  will  ever  pray,  &c.,  &c. 

FRAXCISCO  P.  S.VNCIIEZ, 
By  his  attornej-,  JOHN'   DUVSDA  LF. 

[']'ransl;ition.] 

Title  of  projvrlij  for  sij:  luuidrcJ  anv^  of  land  in  favor  of  Don  John  Geiger,  sihiak'd  on  Ihc.  otlier  ^idr  of  (lie 
ferry ,  at  a  place  known  a,<  Tahnan'a  Plantation. 

Don  Joso  Copping-er,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  g-overnor  pro  tern.,  and  chief  of  the 
roj\al  finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Auguistine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  commuiucated  to  this  government  October  29,  1700,  by  tlie  ca])tain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  tliat  to  those  foreigners  who, 
of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  lie  laid  off  for 
them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  tlie  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  John  (ieigcr  having  presented 
himself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  him,  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  situated  on  the  other  side  of  the  ferry,  at  a  place  known  as  Talinan's  Plantati(.in;  which  land  is  known 
and  distinguished  under  the  following  dimensions:  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  I'ici.ilata  road,  on  the  east 
by  vacant  pine  land,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  the  negro  Philip  Embara,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  pine 
land.  The  first  line  runs  north  30'^  cast,  93  chains;  the  second  line  runs  south  GO''  west,  56  chains;  the 
third  line  runs  west,  15  chains;  the  fourth  line,  north  30°  east,  85  chains;  and  the  fifth  runs  south  60° 
west,  64  chains  50  links,  as  appears  by  the  measurement  and  plat  made  by  Don  Robert  Mellardy  August 
1,  1816,  to  whom  a  commission  was  g-iven  for  that  purpose,  in  consequence  of  there  not  being  a  surveyor 
here;  and  as  the  said  Don  John  fieiger  has  complied  with  the  conditions  imposed  by  this  government  when 
he  was  granted  said  land,  for  the  purpose  of  being  entitled  to  a  title  of  property  for  having  cultivated 
them,  built  houses  thereon,  as  is  proven  by  the  documents  which  he  has  presented,  and  the  proof  set  forth 
in  the  proceedings  which  he  has  instituted,  praying  there  should  be  given  him  the  corresponding  title  to 
said  land:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  the  other  reasons  which  appear  in  said  proceedings,  and  by 
what  is  set  forth  in  the  decree  of  this  day  in  continuation  thereof,  I  have  thought  proper  to  grant,  and  by 
these  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majest}%  to  the  said  Don  John  Geiger  the  above-mentioned  six 
hundred  acres  of  land,  in  absolute  property,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors;  and  in  granting  him, 
as  bj' these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain, 
from  the  right  and  dominion  it  held  in  said  land,  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Don  John  Geiger, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and 
enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and 
appurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  hath,  doth,  or  in  any  manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain 
thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  at  their  will.  To  all  of 
which  I  interpose  my  judicial  authority  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to  law,  in  cmipliance  with  the 
sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  29,  1817. 

JOSE  COPPIXGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

JuAX  BE  ExTR.\LGO,  Notary  rf  Government,  (tc. 

XoTE. — That  to  this  land  there  are  joined  three  hundred  acres  which  Don  John  (reiger  purchased  from 
Don  William  Travers  in  the  same  place,  by  deed  before  me  in  this  archives,  March  15  of  the  present  year, 
and,  united,  forms  a  tract  of  nine  hundred  acres,  the  measurement  and  plat  of  which  made  by  Don  Andres 
Burgevin  by  judicial  authority,  in  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  said  Geiger  on  file  in  the  archives 
under  my  charge,  and  by  decree  of  this  day  placed  on  his  memorial,  it  is  ordered  that  this  note  be  inserted 
as  proof.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  6,  1820.     I  attest: 

.  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  >S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  by  deed  of  900  acres  of  land  by  John  Geiger  to  claimant,  dated  October 
16,  1820.] 

[Transfation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  surveyor  appointed  by  decree  of  this  government,  made  the  Uth  instant  of 
the  present  year:  I  ce°rtifv  that  I  have  measured  aiid  laid  off  for  Don  John  Geiger  a  tract  of  laud  contain- 
ing 900  acres,  situated  about  three  or  four  miles  to  the  northwest  of  this  city,  and  at  a  place  known  as 
Penman's  Swamp;  and  that  it  maybe  made  known,  I  sign  the  accompanying  plat  m  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  the  10th  of  September  of  the  year  1820.  ^^^^^^  BURGEVIN. 

A  copy  from  the  original,  to  which  I  refer.  ^^^.^^^^^  BURGEVIN. 

I  certify  the  fore^-oin"-  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 
•^  °  F.  J.  FATIO   S.  B.  L  C. 
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DECREE  BY  THE   BOARD. 

We  find  in  this  case  that  six  hundrod  acres  were  granted  to  Don  John  Geiger  in  absolute  property 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  July  27,  1817,  who  conveyed  the  same  by  deed  to  the  claimant.  We  conceive 
that  the  title  to  the  six  hundred  acres  aforesaid  was  proven  to  be  legal;  but  no  proof  having  been  pro- 
duced to  this  board  of  the  legality  of  the  claim  to  the  three  hundred  acres,  we  therefore  only  confirm  the 
six  hundred  acres  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     July  8,  1824. 

No.  32.— Keport  No.  1.— 1824. 
John  Christopher  vs.  The  United  States,     Claim  to  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  and  a  half  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  clai7ns  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Christopher  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  on  the  north  side  and  near  the  river  St.  John's,  known  by  the  name  of  San  Carlos,  containing 
three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  and  a  half  acres;  first  line  runs  north  18°  west,  from  a  stake  on  the  bank  of 
a  creek,  40  chains,  to  a  pine  tree;  second  line,  thence  south  72°  west  to  a  pine  tree;  third  line,  thence 
south  18°  east  to  a  pine  on  the  banks  of  said  creek,  forty  chains,  fronting  on  said  creek;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derived  by  a  royal  grant  made  by  Governor  White  to  Spicer  Christopher,  deceased,  April  8, 
1819,  which  is  herewith  presented.  Your  memorialist  further  states  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of 
said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialises  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

Title  in  favor  of  Don  Spicer  Christopher  of  the  plantation  called  San  Carlos. 

Don  Enrique  White,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor,  and  chief  of  the  royal  finance 

and  its  province,  by  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  bj'  roj'al  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who, 
of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  be  laid  oil"  for 
them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Spicer  Christopher  having 
presented  iiimself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted,  measured,  and 
delivered  him,  ten  caballerias  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  plantation  called  San  Carlos,  being  the 
complement  of  what  he  was  entitled  to  according  to  the  number  of  his  family,  which  he  made  known 
under  oath;  which  land  is  known  and  distinguished  under  the  following  boundaries  and  dimensions:  the 
first  line  runs  north  18°  west,  40  chains,  commences  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  margin  of  a 
marsh,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  the  second  line  runs  south  72°  west,  90  chains,  begins  at 
said  pine,  and  ends  at  another  with  the  same  mark;  the  third  runs  south  18°  east,  40  chains,  beg'ins  at 
said  pine,  and  ends  at  another  with  the  same  mark  of  the  cross,  on  the  banks  of  the  Newcomb  creek;  its 
front  runs  along  the  banks  of  said  creek,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  given  by  Captain  Don  Pedro 
Marrot,  commissioned  judge  for  said  partition  and  measurement  of  lands,  dated  April  28,  1792,  with  its 
corresponding  plat,  signed  by  Don  Samuel  Eastlake,  who  was  surveyor  at  said  measurement,  which 
certificate  and  plat  are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary;  and  as  no  title  whatever  had  been 
given  him  fur  the  security  and  evidence  of  liis  right  to  the  said  land  in  the  form  it  had  been  executed  to 
others,  that  more  than  the  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  jiossession  have  elapsed  to  obtain  said  lands  in  fee 
simple,  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  the  same,  and  finally  complied  with  all  the  other  conditions 
established  by  the  government  for  the  donations  and  concessions  of  this  nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  title 
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given  to  other  settlers,  and  made  known  in  tlie  |ir(irerdin!4's  institntcil  by  Don  Santus  Koilrifj-uc/.,  as 
attorney  in  fact  of  Don  Spicer  f'in-istoplicr,  prayin;;-  lluit  there  shouhl  he  R-raiiteil  in  I'avor  of  the  latter  th(; 
necessary  title  of  the  land  which  he  has  nieasnred  and  laid  oil',  and  of  wliieh  he  is  in  possession.  AN'here- 
fore,  and  in  consideratic)n  thereof,  I  have  grantetl,  and  by  these  presents  do  g-rant,  in  the  name  of  his 
Majesty  and  his  royal  jnstice,  which  I  administer,  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Spicer  Christojiher  the  said  ton 
caballerias  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  which  the  said  plantation  consists  of,  for  himself,  his  hrirs  and 
successors,  in  absolnte  jiroperfy;  and  in  g-ranting-  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do  grant  him,  the  (■orre- 
sponding  title  by  which  1  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and  tlominion  it  held  in  said 
land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Spicer  f'hristopher,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  they  may  enjoy  it  free  fniin  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances, 
outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights  and  appurtenances,  and  all  and  in  general  which  liath,  doth,  or  in  any 
manner  by  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  and  transfer 
and  alien  it  at  their  will.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to 
law,  in  compliance  with  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  his  Majesty  of  government 
and  royal  finance,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  8,  1809. 

ENRIQUE  WHITE, 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Jose  de  Ziiiizarett.i,  Xotary  of  Government. 

Conformable  to  its  ori.ginal  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being- 
used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  28,  1818. 

[l.  s.]  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  etc 

Extract  from  the  irill  of  Spicer  Chrit<toi)her,  deceased,  dated  Febnian/  12,  1806. 

My  landed  property  to  be  partitioned  in  the  folhiwing  manner:  To  my  son  John  my  plantation  on  the 
river  St.  John's,  called ,  &c. 

DECREE    BY    THE    B0.\RD. 

The  claimant  exhibited  to  the  board  a  royal  title  made  to  his  father  by  Governor  White,  dated  April 
8,  1809,  for  the  land  in  question,  which  land  was  afterwards  bequeathed  to  him  by  .Spicer  Christopher,  his 
father  aforesaid.     In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     July  7,  1824. 

No.  33.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Francis  P.  Sai^chez  vs.  TJie  United  States.     Claim  to  three  hundred  and forty-fii-e  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honoraNe  the  commissioners  aj^pointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Francisco  P.  .Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  in  and 
to  a  certain  tract  or  jjarcel  of  land  consisting  of  three  liundred  and  forty-five  acres,  situated  and  lying  in 
East  Florida  aforesaid,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  the  Ship  Yard,  distant  about  half  a  mile 
from  San  Yiucent  Ferrer,  having  the  following  lines  and  dimensions,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof, 
having  had  the  following  boundaries — that  is  to  say:  the  first  line  begins  at  a  live  oak  and  runs  south  60^ 
east,  61  chains,  to  a  pine  tree,  and  was  bounded  by  lands  of  Andres  Atkinson;  the  second  line  runs 
from  the  said  pine  tree  south  30°  west,  57|  chains,  to  a  stake;  the  third  line  runs  from  the  said 
stake  north  60°  west,  61  chains,  to  a  stake;  and  the  fourth  line  runs  from  the  said  stake  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  and  is  bounded  by  the  river  St.  .lohn's,  as  will  more  fully  and  distinctly  appear  by 
a  reference  to  the  original  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  said  land  by  George  J.  F.Clarke,  then  survej'or 
general  of  East  Florida,  bearing  date  September  4,  1820,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked 
exhibit  A.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  originally  granted, 
on  May  28,  1816,  to  one  John  Rafo,  in  absolute  property,  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  then  the  governor 
of  East  Florida,  under  the  authority  and  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  of  March 
29,  1815,  as  will  more  fully  and  at  large  ap]iear  by  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  grant  now 
here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  that  afterwards,  to  wit,  some  time  in  the  year  1817,  the 
said  John  Rafo  died  considerably  indebted  to  i>ne  Pedro  Miranda;  that  authority  was  given  by  the 
government  of  East  Florida  to  the  said  Pedro  Miranda,  on  June  11,  1818,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  tract 
of  laud  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  l>y  the  said  John  Rafo  to  the  said  Pedro  Miranda,  and  that,  in 
virtue  of  the  said  authority,  the  said  Pedro  Miranda  sold  and  conveyed  the  said  land  ti)  Tomas  de  Aguilar 
on  July  2,  1820,  as  will  "appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  conveyance  from  the  said  Pedro 
Miranda  to  the  said  Tomas  de  Aguilar  of  the  said  land,  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit 
C;  and  that  the  said  T(jmas  de  Aguilar  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  on  January  11,  1821,  for  a  valuable 
consideration  paid  to  him  by  your  memorialist,  conveyed,  according  ta  the  formalities  required  by  the 
Spanish  law,  the  said  tract  of  land  to  your  memorialist  in  full  and  absolute  property,  which  will  fuU.y  and 
at  large  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  conveyance  from  the  said  Tomas  de  Aguilar 
of  the  said  land  to  your  memorialist,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  D.  And  your 
memorialist  further  "avers  and  shows  that  the  said  John  Rafo  was,  before  and  at  the  time  the  said  land 
was  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  and  actual  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the 
King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  was,  before  and  at  the  time  the  said  land  was  so  conveyed  to  him 
as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  "time  of  the  cession  of  tliis  Territory  to  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant  and 
actual  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the  said  King  of  Spain;  and  that  he  has  ever  since  the 
said  cession  continued  to  be,  and  is  now,  an  inhabitant  and  actual  settler  of  East  Florida.  Wherefore, 
your  memorialist  prays  a  confirmation  of  his  title  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  appurtenances, 
agreeably  to  the  acts"  of  Congress  in  such  cases  made  and  provided.     And  he  will,  as  in  duty,  &c, 

FRANCO.  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JNO.  DRYSDALE. 
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[Translation.] 

Title  of  property  in  favor  of  Don  Juan  Rafo  for  three  hundred  and  forty  five  acres  of  land,  on  the  hank  of 

the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  Ship  Yard. 

Don  Josd  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  pro  tern.,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  finance  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  donations 
and  rev?ards  proposed  b_y  my  predecessor,  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  oflBcers  and  soldiers, 
both  of  the  lino  as  well  as  militia  of  this  province,  who  contributed  to  its  defence  at  the  time  of  the 
rebellion,  being  one  of  said  rewards  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  family  each 
individual  may  have;  that  Don  Juan  Rafo,  a  militiaman,  having  presented  himself,  making  known  his 
services  in  said  defence,  and  soliciting  the  correspondiTig  quantity  for  himself,  his  family,  and  slaves,  there 
were  granted  him  three  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  in 
the  vacant  place  called  "Ship  Yard,"  half  a  mile  distant  from  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  bounded  on  the  west 
by  those  granted  in  said  place  to  Don  Kamon  Sanchez,  on  the  north  by  the  banks  of  said  river,  and  on  the 
south  and  east  by  vacant  lands;  all  conformable  to  the  regulations  established  by  this  government  for 
the  distribution  of  lands,  and  to  the  number  of  persons  and  slaves  which  he  has  manifested  that  his  said 
family  consists  of,  and,  by  what  has  been  ordered  by  my  decree  of  this  day,  placed  on  the  proceedings 
instituted  by  the  said  Don  Juan  Rafo  on  file  in  the  government  notary's  office:  Wherefore,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Juan  Rafo  the  above- 
mentioned  three  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land,  without  injury  to  a  third,  in  the  place  already  pointed 
out,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents 
I  do  grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  the  right  and 
dominion  it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Juan  Rafo,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it  without  any 
encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  wliicli 
it  has  or  may  have,  and  of  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede, 
transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  I 
can,  and  by  right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  coimtersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  May  28,  1816. 

JOSE  COPFINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

JUAX  DE  EnTR.^LGO,   (tc. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  PATIO,  S.  B.  L.  a. 

PROCEEDING    AUTHORIZING  SALE  BY  MIRANDA. 

St.  Augustine,  June  11,  1818. 

Having  seen,  and  as,  from  the  documents  presented  bj'  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  it  is  manifest  that  in  the 
dissolution  of  the  company  which  he  had  with  his  cousin  Don  Juan  Rafo  there  resulted  a  balance  in  liis 
favor  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars,  and  being  known  that  Rafo  did  not  leave  other  property 
by  which  his  creditor  could  be  paid  but  the  three  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land  which  this  govern- 
ment granted,  as  ajipears  by  the  title  of  dominion  which  was  expedited  to  him  for  that  purpose: 
wherefore,  the  said  Miranda  is  authorized  that  he  may  proceed  to  the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  with  the 
charge  of  responsibility  that  offers  of  forwarding  the  amount  of  surplus  to  his  heirs,  making  the  most 
active  search  to  find  out  their  abode 

GOPPINGER. 

SAAVEDRA. 

Fees,  seventeen  reals. 

Before  me—  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  by  deed  from  Pedro  Miranda  to  Tomas  de  Aguilar  for  the  three  hundred 
and  forty-five  acres  of  land,  dated  July  2,  1820;  also,  a  conveyance  by  deed  from  Tomas  de  Aguilar  to 
claimant  for  the  same,  dated  January  11,  1821.] 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general,  appointed 
by  the  government  of  the  same  city  and  province:  1  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  the 
heirs  of  Don  Juan  Rafo  three  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's, 
being  part  of  the  land  called  "  Ship  Yard,"  which  were  granted  to  said  Rafo  by  the  government  in  absolute 
property  on  the  28th  of  May  of  the  year  1816,  and  are  in  all  parts  conformable  to  the  following  plat  and 
its  copy  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.     District  of  St.  Mary's,  September  4,  1820. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B   L.  C. 
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Lands  of  Di)n  ,\n(lrcs  Atkinson. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  hoard  having  ascertained  the  above  to  lie  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  confirmed  it  to  chiiiiiant. 

No.  34.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
Todd's  legatees,  by  George  AlL-inson,  ei-ectdur,  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     Claim  to  six  Iiundred  aeres  of  land. 

MEMORI.^L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  asrertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  Ea.'it  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  George  Atkinson,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  ckiinis 
title  to  a  tract  of  hind  consistiu.n;  of  six  Iiundred  acres,  situated  at  New  Smyrna,  bounded  on  the  east  by' 
marshes,  on  the  north  by  lauds  of  William  Williams,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Rolicrt  McHardy,  on  the  west 
by  vacant  lands,  as  per  plat  marked  A;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Lindsay 
Todd,  July  1,  1815,  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  211,  i"90,  who  having  died, 
your  memorialist  claims  it  as  executor.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that,  at  the  exchange  of 
flags,  the  estate  of  Todd  was,  and  now  is,  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  lands;  that  L  Todd  was  a 
citizen  of  the  province  of  Florida  and  resident  of  said  province.    All  of  which  is  resi)cctfully  sulimitted,  &c. 

(JEO.  ATKINSON,  Executor  of  Lindsay  Todd,  Esq., 
By  GEO.  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fad. 

[Trauslatioii.  ] 


JIE.MORI.IL. 


St.  Arc.r.'JTiNE,  Jidy  20,  1803, 

Lindsay  Todd,  a  new  settler,  admitted  under  the  protection  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  witli  due  respect 
states  to  your  excellency  that  he  has  determined  to  establish  himself  in  Musquitos  to  cultivate  those 
lands,  at  a  place  called  New  Smyrna,  the  survey  of  which  ought  to  begin  where  the  land  petitioned  for 
by  William  Williams  terminates;  and  for  that  purpose  lie  solicits  of  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to 
grant  him  there  sis  Iiundred  acres,  corresponding  to  the  number  of  negroes  he  possesses,  which  favor  lie 
will  be  srrateful  to  your  excellency. 

LINDSAY  TODD. 


Sefior  Governor. 


Let  the  commandant  of  engineers  report. 


St.  Augustine,  Jidy  20,  1823. 
WHITE. 


Being  informed  of  the  memorial,  and  in  obedience  to  the  foregoing  decree,  I  communicate  to  your 
excellency  that  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  solicited  for  by  the  petitioner  in  the  place  which  he  names  will 
not  obstruct  the  defence  of  the  province  as  respects  the  department  of  fortitication;  you  may  grant  him 
the  number  of  acres  your  excellency  may  judge  fit,  which  isall  that  I  can  report  to  your  excellency,  that 
you  may  determine  according  to  your  pleasure.  St.  Augustine,  July  21,  ISOo. 
^  ^  o       J        1  o  NICOLAS  BAKIDO. 


St.  Auoustixe,  Jnly  21,  1803. 


until 


Let  this  party  have  granted  to  him  the  lands  which  lie  solicits,  without  injury  U>  a  third  person,  and 

the  corresponding  quantity  of  lands  be  measured  to  him  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  workers 

whom  he  may  have  for  its  cultivation,  it  being  well  understood  thai  he  ought  to  take  possession  ot  said 

lauds  within  the  term  of  six  months.  n-TTirn? 

\V  HI  i  111. 


A  certificate  was  given. 


PIEREA. 


1  language 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanis 
on  file  in  the  oifice  of  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine.  '    n    r     r 
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•  [Translation.] 

In  virtue  of  the  commission  granted  me  by  Don  Henry  Wliite,  political  and  military  governor  of  this 
province,  on  the  1th  day  of  October,  in  the  3'ear  1803,  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  marked  ofi"  the 
boundaries  for  Don  Lindsay  Todd  of  a  piece  of  land  which  contains  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  in 
the  territory  of  Musquitos,  bounded  on  the  east  by  marshes,  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Don  William 
Williams,  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  Don  Robert  McIIardj',  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  lands,  the  figure 
and  dimensions  of  which  are  what  the  preceding  plan  points  out;  and  for  its  confirmation  I  sign  it  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  December  19,  1803. 

JOHN  PUPtCELL. 


South  60°  West,  181  chains  50  links. 


•I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  .S-.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  royal  title  in  confirmation  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  White  to  Lindsay 
Todd  of  the  six  hundred  acres,  signed  by  Governor  Estrada,  and  dated  July  1,  1815.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

George  Atkinson,  executor  for  the  legatees  of  Lindsay  Todd,  deceased,  in  their  behalf  produced  in 
evidence  a  conces.sion  for  the  land  from  Governor  White,  dated  July  21,  1803;  also  a  survey  of  the  same, 
and  also  a  confirmation  by  royal  title,  bearing  date  July  1,  1815.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm 
to  the  legatees  and  their  representatives  the  land  in  question.     July  12,  1824. 


No.  35.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 

Todd's  legatees,  by  George  Atkinson,  executor,  vs.   The  United  States. 

acres  of  land. 


Claim  to  three  hundred  and  ninety 


MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  aiid  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  George  Atkinson,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  situated  on  Cedar  creek,  on 
the  St.  John's  river,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands,  as  follows:  First  line  runs  south  45°  west,  60 
chains;  second  line  runs  north  45°  west,  65  chains;  third  line  runs  north  45°  east,  60  chains;  fourth  line, 
bounded  by  Cedar  creek  on  the  east,  as  per  plat  marked  A;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  Lindsay  Todd,  February  11,  1817,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
March  29,  1815,  who  having  died,  your  memorialist  claims  as  executor.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that,  at  the  exchange  of  flags,  the  estate  of  Todd  was,  and  now  is,  legally  seized  and  possessed 
of  said  lands;  that  L.  Todd  was  a  citizen  of  the  province  of  Florida  and  resident  of  said  province. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON,  Executor  of  Lindsay  Todd, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Translation.] 


MEMORIAL. 

Lindsaj'  Todd,  an  inhabitant  and  planter  on  the  river  St.  John's,  in  this  province,  with  due  respect 
states  to  your  excellency  that,  in  consequence  of  the  provision  of  the  decree  of  the  19th  February  of  the 
year  last  past,  he  presents  proof  of  the  services  he  has  performed  as  a  militiaman  at  the  time  of  the 
insurrection  of  this  said  province,  accredited  by  the  report  of  the  lieutenant  of  tlie  regiment  of  Cuba, 
Don  Christoval  Bravo,  and  by  the  certificate  of  the  captain  of  said  militia,  Don  Andrew  Atkinson;  in 
attention  to  which,  and  having  delayed  the  exhibition  of  said  documents,  from  not  having  met  until  now 
with  vacant  lands,  he  prays  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  number  of  acres  which 
correspond  to  him,  to  the  west  of  the  eastern  creek  which  forms  McGirt's  creek,  and  is  known  by  the 
name  of  Cedar  creek,  beginning  two  iuindred  yards  above  a  great  cypress,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  said 
creek.  The  first  line  runs  west  to  Kingsley's  road;  the  second  runs  south  by  said  road  unto  the  said 
creek,  running  along  that  until  the  quantity  is  completed;  which  favor  he  hopes  from  the  justice  of  your 
excellency.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  10,  1817. 

LINDSAY  TODD. 

Seiior  Governor. 

St.  Augustine,  February  11,  1817. 

■The  documents  referred  to  being  presented,  and  in  virtue  of  them,  let  there  be  granted  to  the 
jietitioner  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land,  which  is   the  quantity  corresponding  to  the  number  of 
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slaves  in  the  li.st  exliiliitci.l,  for  wliicli  a  titli'  (if  iiro]i('rty  shall   he  (■xinMlitc<l  (o   him   in   (he  place  pointed 
out,  witlidiit  prej'uiliee  to  a  tliirJ  [lersuii,  in  virtue  of  tlie  royal  order  npnu  which  il  is  i'oniidod. 

COI'l'lNClEi;. 

I  certify  the  foreg-oinp;  to  he  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  {\\r  S[ianisli  lan^-nap;e 
on  file  in  the  oflicc  of  the  puMic  arcliives  of  St.  Au,!j;ustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  K  n.  L.  a. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  anil  surveyor  general,  nomi- 
nated liy  the  governor  of  the  said  place  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  marked  olf  for 
Don  Lindsay  Todd  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  in  the  place  riamed  Cellar  creek,  oji  the  waters 
of  the  St.  John's,  which  were  granted  to  him  hj'  the  government  in  absoluti'  iirojierty,  agreeably  to  tiie 
document  of  title  which  the  interested  has  exhil)ited  to  me,  and  which  he  preserves  himself,  whii'h  land  is, 
in  its  circumstances,  conformable  to  the  following  jilan,  and  the  copy  of  it  preserved  in  the  liookof  surveys 
in  my  charge.     Fcruandina,  Amelia  island,  A[iril  21,  1S17. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Pine, 


ai  lino.     North  AW    East,  GO  c)»ains. 


I 


'?: 


Sw  cd  ivatci-Bmu  cli 
FincJLand 


Pine. 


1st  line.     South  -ij"  West,  CO  cluiins 


Cypress. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Siiaiiish  lanu-uage. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  .S.  B.  L.  C. 

[ITere  follows  a  royal  title  in  confirmation  of  the  concession  made  to  Lindsay  Todd  of  the  three 
hundred  and  ninety  acres,  signed  by  Governor  Coppingcr,  and  dated  February  11,  1817.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.\RD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  confirmed  it  to  claimant. 

No.  30.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Thomas  Travers'  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land. 


IIEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  William  Travers,  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  respectfully  slioweth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  situated  on 
St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  St.  Patricio,  bounded  north  and  south  by  St.  John's  river,  and  on  other 
sides  by  a  marsh.  A  certificate  of  survey  is  in  the  ofSce  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  made  by 
Marrot,  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  the  said  Thomas  Travers  by  Governor 
White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  i.s  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lauds:  that  he  resides  in  St.  Augustine,  and  did  so  at  the  change  of  flags  in  1821. 

GEO.  MIKRAY, 
For  TKAVERS. 

[Translation.]  « 

Title  in  favor  of  the  children  and  heirs  of  the  dccea.'<ed,  Don    Thomas   Tracers,  <f  the  planta.tion  named  St. 

Patrick: 

Don  Enrique  White,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  political  and  military  governor  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine 

of  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  both  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who, 

VOL.  IV 39  c 
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of  tbeir  own  free  will,  oflcr  Ihcmsolves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  shall  be  granted  and 
surveyed  gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  workers  which  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Thomas  Travers 
having  oflered  himself,  lie  solicited,  and  there  were  granted,  measured,  and  delivered  to  him,  three 
cabalierias  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  at  the  plantation  named  St.  Patrick,  in  part  of  what  he  is 
entitled  to  in  jn-oportion  to  his  family,  which  he  declared  under  oath,  which  land  was  known  and  dis- 
tinguished under  the  following  dimensions  and  boundaries:  It  runs  north  and  south  with  the  river  St. 
John's,  and,  from  the  obli(iue  course  which  the  said  river  runs,  forms  an  island  with  an  impassable  marsh, 
which  is  in  the  rear;  the  greater  part  of  the  front  of  the  said  lands  runs  on  the  bank  of  the  said  river, 
and  the  other  part  runs  on  that  of  the  said  marsh,  forming  at  both  sides  an  irregular  figure,  as  results 
from  the  certificate  given  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  judge  conunissioncd  for  said  distribution  and  survey  of 
Lands,  dated  November  18,  '1192,  and  a  corresponding  plat  authenticated  by  Don  Juan  Samuel  Eastlake, 
who  was  the  surveyor  at  said  survey;  and  as  no  title  has  been  issued  to  him  for  the  security  and  confirma- 
tion of  his  dominion  to  the  said  lands  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  executed  to  others,  that  they  have 
already  passed  more  than  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession,  erected  buildings  on  them,  cultivated, 
and  finally  complied  with  the  other  conditions  established  by  the  government  for  concessions  and  grants 
of  this  nature,  seen  in  the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlers,  as  appears  by  the  proceeding  moved  by  Don 
William  Lawrence,  in  the  name  of  his  wife,  Donna  Ana  Travers,  and  by  the  representation  which  he  made 
as  fjuardian  or  curator  of  Donna  Maria,  AVilliam,  and  Margaret,  all  legitimate  children  and  heirs  of  the 
above-mentioned  Don  Tlumias  Travers,  deceased,  he  moved,  soliciting  that  a  title  should  be  issued  in 
favor  of  the  said  heirs,  corresponding  to  the  land  which  is  measured  and  laid  off,  and  of  which  they  are 
in  possession:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  everything,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his 
Majesty,  and  of  his  royal  justice,  which  I  administer,  I  do  grant,  unto  the  said  children  and  heirs  of  the 
said  Travers,  deceased,  the  said  cabalierias  of  land  of  which  the  said  plantation  consists,  for  themselves 
and  their  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  to  expedite  to  them,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  cor- 
responding title,  whereby  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands, 
and  1  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  children  and  heirs  of  the  deceased  Travers,  and  his  successors,  that,  in 
consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatever, 
with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  in  fact  and 
law  belong  and  appertain  to  it;  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  exchange,  and  alien  it  as  may  best 
suit  them.  In  all  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign 
will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  his  Majesty  and  of  govern- 
ment and  the  royal  domain,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  September  28,  1808. 

ENRIQUE  WHITE. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Jose  de  Zubizarretta,  Government  Notary. 

Tills  is  conformalile  to  the  original  which  exists  in  the  archives  in  my  charge;  and,  at  the  request  of 
the  children  and  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  I  sign  and  seal  this  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of 
common  paper,  the  stamped  not  being  used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  4,  1808. 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARRETTA,  &c. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

We  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  by  claimants  exhibiting  a  roj'al  title  of  absolute 
property  by  Governor  White,  dated  September  28,  1808,  to  the  childix^n  and  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers, 
deceased.     In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  thein.     July  13,  1824. 

No.  37.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Antonio  Hindsman  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  Jtundred  and  fort tj  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honoraJ.iJe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  tiltes  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Antonio  Hindsman  showeth:  That  j'onr  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land 
consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  on  the  west  of  the  North  river,  at  a  place  called 
Aragues,  bounded  as  follows:  The  first  line  runs  south  2  degrees  east,  30  chains;  second  line  runs  south 
39  degrees  west,  42  chains;  third  line  runs  north  85  degrees  west,  45  chains;  fourth  lino  runs  north  09 
degrees  east,  21  chains;  fifth  line  runs  north  40  degrees  east,  25  chains,  as  will  appear  more  fully  by  the 
original  survey  of  Diiii  Peilro  Marrot  in  the  public  archives,  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  your  memorialist  Septeml)or  1,  1819,  by  Governor  Copiiinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  Octobca-  29,  1790.  The  said  lands  were  granted  and  delivered  ti>  your  memorialist  May  30,  1793,  as 
will  appear  by  title  marked  A.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that,  for  thirty-nine  j-cars  past,  he 
has  been  in  actual  ))ossession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  this 
Territoiy.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

ANTHONY  HINDSMAN. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Charles  Howard,  captain  oi  grenadiers  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  infantiy  regiment  of  Cuba, 
and  secretary  of  this  government  for  his  Majesty,  &c.:  I  certify  that,  on  a  memorial  presented  by  Anthony 
Hindsman,  unibn'  dati^  of  the  8tli  ultimo,  soliciting  the  confirmation  of  the  land  called  Arar/ues,  which  he 
occupies,  eight  miles  to  the  north  of  this  city,"  the  following  decree  was  yesterday  placed  thereon: 
"Agreeably  to  his  recpicst,  with  the  condition  that,  for  the  lu'csent,  and  that  the  memorialist  must  ccniform 
himself  to  those  wliicii   his  Majesty  may  have  established   in   the  instructions  which  are  expected  for  his 
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new  siiliicctK,  in  wliicli  case    (lie   lamls  wliicli    li<>  rnjuys  al    |ii(scnl   will    Im'  (•(UiliiiiH'il    to  him."      (Jiicsaila. 
Anil  lliat  it  may  br  iikhIl'  Icndwn,  1  i;i\c'  liic  jjicsciil  in  Si.  .\ u.uu.sl inr,  i'loi  i'la,  OcI.iIh'i  '.i,  I7'.in. 

(".\i;i.()s'll()W.\i;|), 

I  certify  the  toro,i;Ming'  to  be  a  trne  anil  rnrreet  Iranslatinn  I'lDni  a  cjuennii-nl   i]i  the  Spanish  lan"'na"-(! 
on  file  in  the  office  t)!'  the  [uihlio  archives  of  St.  Aiiy'n.stine. 


I'.  .1.   IWl'IO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  a. 


I'l'mnslalion] 


IC 


Don  I'eih-ii  Marrnt,  t'aptain  of  tiie  oil  liattaliun  of  the  infantiy  rci^'iment  (  f  Cnlia,  ami  coinmissinncil 
jiulg'c  by  his  excellency  the  .g-overnor  and  connnander-in-chief  of  this  province  of  Kast  Florida,  fur  the 
measurement  of  land.s  ordered  to  he  distributed  by  comnnuid  of  his  Majesty,  &c.:  I  certify  that  on 
phmtation  called  Arasi'ues  there  has  been  measured  and  delivered  seven  caballerias  and  seven  acres  o 
land  (which  is  part  of  those  which  he  is  entitled  to)  to  the  iidiabitant  Anthony  Ilindsmaii,  whose  family, 
under  oath  which  he  has  taken,  consists  of  the  husband,  wife,  four  children,  and  one  negro  slave:  The 
first  line  runs  south  2  des^-rees  west,  commences  at  an  oak  marked  with  a  cross  at  the  edge  of  a  marsh  of 
the  North  river,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark,  its  measurement  beinu;  30  chains;  the  second 
runs  south  311  degrees  west,  connnences  at  said  ]>iue,  and  ends  at  another  with  the  same  mai-k,  its  measure- 
ment being  42  chains;  the  third  runs  north  85  degrees  west,  liegins  at  the  last-mentiimed  pini',  and  ends 
at  another  with  the  same  mark,  measuring  45  chains;  the  fourth  runs  north  (51)  degrees  east,  iiegins  at 
said  pine,  and  ends  at  a  laurel  with  the  same  mark  of  the  cross;  its  measurement  consists  of  21  chains; 
the  fifth  runs  north  40  degrees  east,  commences  at  the  aforementioned  laurel,  and  concludes  at  a  pine 
with  the  same  mark,  on  the  edge  of  a  marsh  of  a  small  creek  which  enters  from  the  North  rivcx,  its 
measurement  being  25  i-hains;  its  front  runs  along  the  said  small  creek;  all,  according  to  the  orders  which 
I  have,  the  survej'or,  Don  Josias  Dupont,  signed  with  me,  and  the  interested  not  knowing  how  to  make 
the  mark  of  a  cross;  and  that  it  may  be  made  known,  and  may  serve  for  the  information  of  the  govern- 
ment secretary's  office,  where  the  interested  must  apply  for  his  respective  title,  I  give  the  present  in 
Aragues,  on  the  North  river.  May  30,  171)3. 

JOSIAII  DUPONT. 
PEDKO   MARROT. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

P.  J.  PATI(3,  ,S'.  B.  L.  (J. 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARn. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  in  evidence  a  concession  from  Governor  Quesada,  dated  October 
9,  1790,  for  the  lands  claimed,  and  a  survey  thereof  by  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  May  30,  1793.  The  said 
survey  contains  240  acres.  It  being  piroved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  l>oard  that  the  claimant  has  con- 
tinued in  possession  of  the  land  since  the  time  of  the  concession  up  to  the  jiresent  period,  they  order  that 
the  title  be  contirmed  to  the  said  Anthony  Hindsman,  so  far  as  the  United  States  have  any  interest  in  it. 
August  2(5,  1S24. 

Xo.  38.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

riiUip  Wcadman  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  one  hundred  and  Jiflij  acres  of  land. 

memoriat,. 

To  tJie  honorable  the  eommissioners  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea4  Florida: 

The  ]ietition  of  Philip  Weadman  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  con- 
sisting of  150  acres,  situated  on  tlie  road  to  Picolata,  twelve  miles  north  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
bounded  as  follows:  north,  south,  east,  and  west,  by  vacant  lands.  The  first  line  runs  north  55°  west,  20 
chains;  second  line  runs  south  35°  west,  33  chains;  third  line  runs  south  55°  west,  40  chains,  as  will 
appear  more  fully  by  the  survey  of  Don  Andres  Burgovin,  which  is  in  the  public  archives;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  July  5, 1815,  by  Governor  Coppingcr,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  as  will  appear  by  title  marked  A.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  ho  is  now  in  actual  possession  of  said  lauds;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
resident  of  this  Territory.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

PHILIP  WEADMAN, 
By  his  agent,  JOSEPH  LOUZEES. 

Translation.] 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  ensign  of  the  army  and  secretary  of  government  of  the  city  of  St.  Augus- 
tine and  province  of  East  Florida:  I  certify  that  on  a  memorial  presented  by  Philip  Weadman,  soliciting 
a  grant  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  territory  of  the  river  St.  John's,  bounded  on  the  east  by  a 
creek  called  Turnbull,  on  the  south  by  the  road  going 'to  Picolata,  on  the  north  and  east  by  vacant  lands, 
the  following  decree  was  passed  thereon:  "St.  Augustine,  July  5,  1815.  Grant  to  the  interested  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  place  which  he  solicits,  without  iuj'ury  to  a  tljird,  which  are  those 
he  is  entitled  to  for  the  present,  according  to  the  nundjer  of  his  family,  and  for  which  purpose  let  there 
be  given  him  from  the  secretary's  office  the  necessary  certificate.  Estrada."  And  that  it  may  serve  as  a 
security  to  the  interested,  I  give  the  present  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  5,  1S15. 

TUOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO.  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 
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[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  as  surveyor  appointed  by  decree  of  this  government,  and  made  the  14th  instant 
in  favor  of  the  interested:  I  certify  tiiat  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  Don  Philip  Weadman  a  tract  of 
land  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  Picolata  road,  about  twelve  miles  from  this 
city,  and  being  in  its  other  circumstances  conformable  to  the  following  plat;  that  it  may  be  made  known, 
I  give  the  present  which  I  sign  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  28,  1819. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    BY  TUE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  certified  copy  of  a  concession  from  the  office  of  the  keeper  of 
the  public  archives,  made  to  him  by  Governor  Estrada  July  5,  1815,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  as  described  in  his  memorial  for  headrights,  in  conformity  witli  the  Spanish  laws  and  regulations. 
The  said  laud  is  therefore  confirmed  to  the  claimant,  as  far  as  the  United  States  are  interested.  August 
2G,  1824. 

No.  39.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
James  Mall  vs.  The  Vmled  States.     Claim  for  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  James  Hall  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting 
of  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  situated  near  Julington  creek,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  a  part  of 
said  tract  lying  between  Dauven  and  Durben  creeks,  on  said  Julington,  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at 
a  pine,  and  running  thence  N.  30°  W.,  GO  chains,  to  another  pine;  thence  X.  60°  E.,  45  chains,  to  another 
pine;  thence  S.  75°  E,,  00  chains,  to  a  gum;  thence  S.  45°  W.,  64  chains,  to  a  cypress;  thence  N.  75°  W., 
40  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  N.  60°  W.,  45  chains,  to  the  beginning;  as  appears  by  a  plat  of  survey  of  the 
same  herewith  filed,  dated  July  21,  1819,  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  and  marked  A;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  the  Spanish  government  dated  October  29,  1790,  an  official  copy  of  which  concession  is 
herewith  filed,  as  exhibit  B,  dated  January  8,  1818.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is 
legally  in  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  East  Florida  and  resident  of  St.  John's  county, 
and  has  been  ever  since  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States  by  Spain.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  HALL. 

[Translation] 

MEMORIAL. 

St.  Augustine,  January  8,  1818. 

Don  James  Ilall,  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  with  due  respect  states:  That  he 
intends  dedicating  himself  to  the  rearing  of  stock  and  the  cutting  of  timber  in  this  said  province;  for  which 
purpose  he  has  chosen  a  piece  of  vacant  pine  land,  containing  five  hundred  acres,  near  Jidington  creek,  on 
the  river  St.  John's;  and  as,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  strictly  to  the  said  rearing  of  stock,  he  must  be 
in  the  neighborhood  thereof,  he  is  desirous  of  establishing  and  cultivating  a  portion  of  the  swamp  lying 
between  tlie  creeks  called  Dauven  and  Durben,  on  the  said  Julington;  which  quantity  of  acres  that  may 
appertain  to  me  according  to  my  family  and  slaves,  seen  in  the  annexed  list,  with  the  five  hundred  which 
he  has  set  forth  for  said  rearing  of  stock,  he  prays  and  supplicates  your  excellency  to  grant  him,  in  the 
form  it  has  been  done  to  others  of  his  class:  a  gift  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency. 

JAMES  HALL. 

The  Governor. 


St.  Augustine,  January  8,  1818. 
Grant  to  the  interested  seven  hundred  and  sevcntj'-five  acres  of  land,  in  the  places  pointed  out,  for 
himself  and  slaves,  without  injury  to  a  third,  and  for  his  security  let  a  certified  copy  of  this  memorial 
and  decree  be  given  him  from  the  secretary's  office. 

COPPINGER. 

Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  ensign  of  infantry  and  secretary  of  this  government  for  his  Majesty:  I 
certify  that  the  preceding  copy  is  faithfully  taken  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  office  under  my  charge; 
and,  in  virtue  of  what  is  ordered,  I  give  the  present  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  8,  1818. 

THOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  captain  of  the  northern  district  of  East  Florida  and  surveyor  general  of  the 
province,  by  commission  of  his  government:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  ofl"  for  Don  James 
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Hall  seven  liundrerl  and  scventy-fivo  acres  (if  land  at  the  place  callrd  tlie  |iriiicipa!  lirandi  (if  lliirliin'.s 
swamp,  and  belmv  tlio  big  bend  of  said  swamp,  which  were  gi'antcd  him  by  the  gDVciiimmt,  and  cniironii- 
able  in  its  circumstances"  to  the  I'oUowiny  plat  and  its  cupy  kc^pt  by  me.  District  <<[  St.  .M.ny's,  July  •^\ , 
1819. 

cvA).  .1.  !'.  cl.m;!-:!;. 

I  ccrtil'v  the  Ibreti-ninL;-  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  hmguage. 
"       "  F.  .1.  F.VTIO. 


Fine. 


Cypress. 


DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhiliited  a  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Governor  Ciijipinger,  dated 
January  8,  1818,  for  the  land  as  described  in  his  memorial,  and  ^i  survey  thereof  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke.  In 
consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     August  2T,  1824. 

No.  40.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Eleazer  Wateinian's  heirs  vs.  The  United  Stales.     Claim  lo  one  hundred  and  sevcnti/-five  acres  qf  land. 


MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  eommissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.ft  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Sarah  Waterman,  widow,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  heirs  of  Eleasier  Waterman,  showeth: 
That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  175  acres,  bonnded  on  the  north  by 
Bell's  river,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Guillcrmo  Carney,  on  the  northwest  by  lands  of  Joseph  Howell,  and 
on  the  other  side  by  land  vacant,  as  appears  by  the  plat  thereof,  annexed  and  marked  A,  dated  February 
4,  1815,  and  surveyed  by  George  J.  I'\  Clarke;  which  title  your  memorialist,  in  behalf  as  aforesaid,  derives 
from  a  royal  grant  made  to  the  said  E.  Waterman  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  roj'al  order  of 
October  29,  1790,  and  bears  date  February  22,  1816,  and  marked  exhibit  B.  And  your  memorialist,  iu 
behalf  as  aforesaid,  further  showeth  that  she  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  she  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ARCHIBALD  CLARKE,  Attorney  for  executrix  and  heirs  qf  E!ca:er  Waterman. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  piropjcrtt/. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  p?-o  tern.,  and  chief 
of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  20,  1T90,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners 
who,  of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should  be  measured 
oft"  for  them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  eacli  family  may  have;  that  Don  Eleazer  Waterman 
having  presented  himself  as  one  of  them,  ho  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  him, 
under  date  of  August  9,  1804,  175  acres  of  land  on  an  old  plantation  situated  on  the  river  St,  Mary's, 
known  by  the  name  of  Joly,  which  runs  north  to  the  creek  which  divides  tlie  lands  of  Richard  Carney; 
which  land  is  distinguished  under  the  following  boundaries  and  dimensions:  The  first  line  runs  south  39° 
west,  measuring  70  chains,  begins  at  a  stake  near  a  creek  which  runs  into  Bell's  river,  and  ends  at  a  pine; 
the  second  line  runs  north  51°  west,  begins  at  said  pine  and  ends  at  another,  its  measurement  consisting 
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of  33  fliains;  the  third  line  runs  north  39°  east,  commences  at  said  pine  and  ends  at  another  on  the  banks 
of  Bell's  river,  its  measurement  consisting  of  30  chains;  wiiich  huul  is  lionnded  on  the  south  by  those  of 
William  Caruej',  on  the  west  by  vacant  lands,  on  the  north  by  lands  of  Jnhn  llowell,  and  on  the  east  by 
Bell's  river,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  given  by  the  surveyor  general  appointed  by  this  government, 
Don  George  Clarke,  under  date  of  February  4,  1816,  with  the  corresponding  plat,  which  he  has  signed  in 
continuation  of  the  same.  And  as  no  title  whatever  has  been  given  him  for  the  security  and  evidence  of 
his  dominion  to  the  said  land  in  the  form  it  has  been  executed  to  others,  to  obtain  the  useful  and  direct 
dominion  to  the  said  lands;  that  he  has  built  houses  thereon,  cultivated  them,  and  linally  complied  with 
all  the  other  conditions  which  the  government  established  for  the  gifts  of  concessions  of  this  nature,  to 
be  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is  set  forth  in  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  interested, 
praying  there  should  be  granted  him  the  corresponding  one  for  the  land  he  is  in  possession:  Wherefore, 
and  in  consideration  thereof,  I  have  thought  proi)er  to  grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to 
the  said  Don  Elea/.er  Waterman,  the  175  acres  of  laud  in  absolute  property,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and 
successors;  and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate 
the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  which  it  had  to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the 
said  VVaterman,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own, 
use  and  enjo}^  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights, 
and  services,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  in  fact  and  law  belong  or  appertain  to  it;  and,  being  their  will, 
may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them;  to  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority 
as  far  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

(liven  under  mj^  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  the  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  22,  1816. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Entralgo,  Notary  of  Government,  &c. 

Confiirmable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and,  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  testimonial  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not 
being  used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  22,  1816. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  oEBce  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  «S'.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  survej-or  general 
by  appointment  of  his  government:  I  certify  that  at  the  request  of  Don  Eleazer  Waterman,  an  inhabitant 
and  i)lanter  of  this  province,  I  have  measured  and  laid  oft"  fur  him  1T5  acres  of  land,  which  were  granted 
him  by  this  government,  in  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Waterman's  Bluff,  on  Bell's  river,  which  com- 
municates with  that  of  St.  Mary's,  and  is  in  figure  and  measurement  conformable  to  the  following  plat 
and  its  copy  kept  by  me  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.     Fernandina,  February  4,  1816. 

G.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 
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I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 


DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 


The  claimants  produced  in  this  case  a  royal  title  from  Governor  Coppinger,  made  February  22,  1816, 
to  Eleazer  Waterman,  deceased,  under  whom  they  claim  as  heirs  at  law.  This  being  a  case  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  would  have  been  considered  and  deemed  valid  had  Florida  remained  a  Spanish 
province,  they  confirm  to  the  claimants  the  115  acres  described  in  their  memorial,  so  far  as  the  United  States 
have  any  interest.     August  27,  1824. 
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No.  4L— Report  No.   L— 1JS24. 
Eleazer  Watn'ma)i\-<  Jii'lr.-^  vs.  Tlia  United  Staler:.     Far  lim  hmnlrt'il  mul  sitchIi/  mvv.s  n/' InniJ. 

JIKMultlAI.. 

I'o  the  hnnoralih'  the  commisnidner.f  appointed  to  a^^eertaiii  (■laim--<  and  titles  to  land.'<  in  East  Florida: 

Tlic  petition  of  S.  Watcrm.aii,  wiilow,  on  behalf  of  lierself  and  the  hoir.s  of  .said  estate,  showdh: 
That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  containing;-  '270  acres,  sitnati  d  on  .McC^neen's  sw.niip, 
near  the  river  St.  Mary's,  liounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land  at  the  time  of  tho  sin-vey,  as  will  apiMsir 
by  reference  to  the  plat  thereof  hereto  annexed,  and  marked  A.  First  line  begins  at  a  pine  and  run.s 
thence  north  i5°  east,  20  chains,  to  another  pine;  thence  north  1)0°  cast,  30  chains,  to  a  pino;  thence  east,  25 
chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  south  50°  east,  25  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  south  50'^  \v<'st,  2.")  chains,  to  a  i)ine; 
thence  south  85°  ^vest,  40  chains,  to  a  sweet  ffum;  thence  north  45°  west,  15  chains,  to  the  lieg-inninj;-; 
which  survey  was  made  March  20,  1816,  by  Georg'e  J.  F.  Clarke;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  in 
behalf  of  said  estate,  as  aforesaid,  from  a  concession  made  to  the  said  Eleazer  Waterman,  by  Governor 
Coppin,i;-er,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  2'.),  1790,  and  bears  date  February  17,  1816,  and  here- 
with filed  and  marked  R.  And  your  memorialist  further  slioweth  that  she  is  (in  behalf  rif  herself  and  heirs 
aforesaid)  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  she  is  a  citizen  of  the  I'nited  States  and  resident  of 
Florida. 

ARCH'P  CLARKE,  Attin-nei/for  e.reeulri.r  and  heirs  of  F.  Waterman. 

[Here   follows   a   translation  of  the   concession   made   by  Governor  Coppinu'er,  of  the   270  acres   t(.i 
Eleazer  AVaterman,  dated  February  17,  1810,  certified  liy  the  secretary  of  the  .i;-overnmrnt.] 
[Here  follows  the  plat  of  the  270  acres,  made  by  (/.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  March  20,  1816.] 

DECREE    HY    THE    I10.\RI). 

The  claimants  in  this  case  exhibited  a  certified  copy  iif  a  ciincession  made  to  Eleazer  \Vaterman's 
heirs  by  Governor  Coppint;-cr,  dated  February  17,  1816;  also,  u  survey  thereof  This  claim  being-  deemed 
a  valid' one  hy  the  board,  they  therefore  confirm  the  same  to  the  claimants.     August  26,  1824. 

N.i.  42.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Andrew  B.  Goran  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  six  hundred  aeres  of  land. 

jiiF.yimu.KL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  a2')poinled  to  a,'<eertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Andrew  R.  Govan  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  containing-  600  acres,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Orange  Grove,  situated,  lying,  and  being, 
on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river,  and  near  the  Buena  Vista;  which  land  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the 
road  called  the  Indian's  road,  on  the  north  by  va^-ant  lands,  on  the  east  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  west 
by  St.  John's  river;  which  land  your  memorialist  claims  by  virtue  of  a  grant  made  to  Thomas  de  Aguilar, 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  May  lo'  1817,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  a  royal  title  Juno  4,  1817;  and  which 
land  was  conveyed  to  Francis  P.  Sanchez  June  14,  1820;  all  which  matters,  as  are  herebefore  stated,  may 
be  fully  seen  on  reference  to  the  documents  filed  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  in  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine.  And  your  memorialist  would  further  represent  that  the  said  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  having  held 
the  said  land  in  trust  fjr  your  memorialist,  did,  August  10,  1821,  convey  by  deed  the  said  land  to  your 
memorialist,  as  maybe  seen'on  reference  to  the  records  of  St.  John's  county;  and  your  memorialist  would 
further  represent  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
And  your  memorialist  prays  that  your  honorable  board  will  confirm  to  him  his  claim  to  the  aforementioned 

tract  of  laud. 

ANDREW  R.  GOVAN, 

By  his  agent,  EDWARD  R.  GIBSON. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  six  Inmdrcd  aeres  made  l>y  Governor  Coppinger 
to  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  dated  June  4,  1817.] 

Here  follows  the  certificate  of  survey  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  April  15,  1818.] 

Here  follows  the  plat  of  the  si.x  hundred  acres.] 

"Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Francis  P.  Sanchez  to  claimant,  dated  August  13,  1821.] 

Here  follows  an  aljstraet  from  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  showing-  a  conveyance  from  Thomas 
de  Aguilar  to  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  dated  July  15,  1824.] 

DECREE    BY   TOE    RO.^RD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  theretVire  confirm  it  to  claimant. 

No.  43.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
lIcDoicell  rf-  Black  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to/our  hundred  and  nineti/  acres  of  land. 

ME5tORI.\L. 

To  the  honoraJjIe  the  eommissirmers  appointed  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Andrew  McDowell  &  Alexander  Black  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists 
claim  title  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  consisting-  of  490  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East 
Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  was  originally  granted  to  Andres  Burgevin,  on 
December  11,  1817,  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  under  and  in  virtue  of  the 
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order  of  the  King'  of  Spain,  bearing  date  October  29,  1790,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  reference 
to  the  certified  copy  of  the  said  grant  or  decree  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  mfirked  exhibit  A.  That 
on  January  5,  1818,  the  said  Andres  Burgcvin  obtained  an  order  for  the  survey  of  the  said  land,  a  certified 
copy  whereof  is  now  .submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B.  That,  in  virtue  of  the  said  order,  the 
said  land  was  surveyed  by  l?obert  McHardy,  as  will  appear  by  the  original  plat  thereof,  bearing  date 
March  27,  1818,  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  0.  Tiiat  the  tract  of  land  is  situated 
on  a  creek  to  the  east  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  Little  Orange  Gi-ove,  and  to  the  south  of 
the  old  Indian  road  Chocochati,  and  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's  and  Little  lake,  about  eight 
or  ten  miles  above  Lake  George,  and  has  the  following  lines  and  dimensions,  that  is  to  say:  the  first  line 
begins  at  a  cypress  tree  marked  15,  and  runs  north  70°,  50  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  B;  the  second  line  runs 
thence  south  30°  cast,  20  chains ;  the  third  line  runs  south  80  chains,  to  a  palmetto  marked  with  a  cross ;  the 
fourth  line  runs  along  tiie  edge  of  the  marsh  of  Spring  Garden  creek,  or  lagoon;  and  the  fifth  line  runs 
along  the  bank  of  the  Little  lake  and  the  river  St.  John's,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  and  is  bounded  by  the 
waters  on  the  west,  as  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  plat  of  the  said  land  set  forth  in 
exhibit  G.  That  the  said  Andres  Burgcvin,  upon  the  concession  of  the  said  land  to  him,  took  immediate 
possession  thereof,  and  cultivated  and  improved  it;  that  on  April  24,  1819,  his  title  to  the  said  land  was 
confirmed  liy  an  absolute  grant  thereof  to  the  said  Andres  Burgevin,  made  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  then 
the  governor  of  East  Florida,  as  will  fully  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  thereof,  herewith 
submitted,  and  marked  exhiliit  D.  That  the  said  Andres  Burgcvin,  according  to  the  formalities  prescribed 
by  the  Spanish  law,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  to  him  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  on  June  12,  1820, 
conveyed  the  said  land  in  absolute  property  to  one  Francisco  P.  Sanchez,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to 
the  certified  copy  of  the  said  conveyance,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  E.  And  the 
said  Francisco  P.  Sanchez,  on  June  10,  182.3,  conveyed  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  appurtenances  to  your 
memorialists,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  last-mentioned  convej'ance,  here- 
with submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  F.  And  your  memorialists  further  aver  and  show  that  the 
said  Andres  Burgevin  was  at  the  time  of  the  concession  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  of  the  absolute  grant 
thereof  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  his  Majestj'  the  King  of 
Spain;  that  the  said  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  was  also,  at  the  time  of  the  aforesaid  conveyance  to  him  of  the 
said  tract  of  land,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  that 
your  memorialists  are  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Wherefore,  they  pray  confirmation  of  their  title  to 
the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  appurtenances. 

ANDREW  McDowell  and 
ALEXANDER  BLACK, 
By  their  attorney,  JNO.  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  of  the  490  acres,  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to 
Andres  Burgevin,  dated  I)ecember  11,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  the  certificate  and  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  490  acres,  by  Robert  McHardy,  dated  March 
27,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Andres  Burgevin  to  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  of  the 
490  acres,  dated  June  12,  IS20.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  F.  P.  Sanchez  to  claimants,  dated  June  10,  1823,  of  the  490 
acres.] 

DECREE    BY    TOE*  BOARD. 

On  December  11,  1817,  Governor  Coppinger  conceded  to  Andres  Burgevin  490  acres  of  land  at  the 
place  described  in  his  memorial,  for  headrights,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  On 
June  12,  1820,  Burgevin  conveyed  the  lauds  to  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  as  appears  by  his  deed  filed  with  the 
memorial;  and  on  June  10,  1823,  Sanchez  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  lauds  to  McDowell  &  Black,  the 
claimants.  The  board  being  of  opinion  that  this  grant  would  have  been  deemed  valid  had  Florida  remained  a 
Spanish  province,  they  confirm  it  to  the  claimants,  so  far  as  the  United  States  have  any  interest.   August  30. 

No.  44.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Gideon  BuponCs  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

mesiorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  heirs  of  Gideon  Dupont,  deceased,  respectfully  represent:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  450  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Moultrie;  that  it  has  never  been  surveyed 
to  their  knowledge,  and  is  about  five  miles  south  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  on  the  Matanzas  river;  which 
title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  Antonio  Uzena  and  John  Holzendorf,  by  Governor 
Zespides,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  Indies,  and  the  grant  confirmed  by  Governor  Quesada,  by  virtue  of  the 
roj'al  order  of  1790;  which  appears  by  documents  Nos.  1  and  2,  herewith  presented,  dated  May  4,  1787, 
and  Novendjcr  15,  1792.  On  December  15,  1794,  Uzena  obtains  leave  from  Governor  Quesada  to  sell  to 
John  llolzendorf,  and,  in  the  same  memorial,  Holzendorf  has  leave  to  take  his  headrights  adjoining,  as 
appears  by  document  No.  3;  and,  on  April  15,  1790,  John  Holzendorf  obtains  leave  to  sell  to  Richard  Ryan 
the  said  I'ands,  and  the  grant  of  those  he  then  occupied,  as  appears  by  document  No.  4,  given  by  the  then 
secretary  of  the  government;  and,  on  November  20,  1797,  Ryan  obtained  leave  to  sell  to  Gideon  Dupont, 
from  Governor  White,  as  appears  by  document  No.  5,  and  his  deed  to  Dupont,  dated  December  9,  1797, 
all  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said  Gideon  Dupont,  deceased, 
and  those  under  whom  he  held  title,  were  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands  from  1787  till  1802,  when  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  province  compelled  him  to  leave  it  for  a  time,  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  it. 
He  did  return,  and  found  the  governor  had  given  it  to  one  Rovira,  the  very  man  left  in  charge  of  his 
concerns,  and  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  E.  R.  Gibson,  for  the  claimant  under  Rovira,  who  resides 
in  Baltimore.     That  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  South  Carolina. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 
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[Here  follows  a  concession  from  Governor  Zespidcs  to  Antonio  I'/cna,  ditcil  ^f;ly  4,  nst.] 

[Here  follows  a  ["iroceeding- antliorizinjj,- Uzena  to  sell   to  . John    llol/.t-ndorf,  ilatcd   DccemlHT  15,  111)4; 

also,  a  power  given  by  the  governor  to  Ilolzendorf  to  convey  the  land  to  Richardson  Ryan,  diilnl  Ajiril  15, 

1790-  also,  a  permission  to  Ryan  to   sell  to   tiideou  Dnpont  450  acres  of  land,  dated  Novemliei-  20,  ITJT; 

also,  a  conveyance  from  Richardson  Ryan  to  (iideon  Dnixint  for  500  acres  of  land,  ilatcd  December  0,  1197; 

all  of  wliicli  (locnments  arc  duly  translated  and  of  record.] 

DP;CRKE    I!V    THE    DO.\RO. 

In  this  case  the  claimants  exhildted  a  concession  from  Governor  Zespides  to  Antonio  Uzena,  the 
orii;-inal  grantee,  dated  May  4,  1787;  likewise  various  documents  showing  tiie  transfers  from  Uzena  to 
llolzeudorf,  from  him  to  R.yan,  and  by  him  to  Gideon  Du})ont.  It  appearing  that  tli(.>  claimants  have  made 
out  a  title  to  no  more  than  400  acres,  tiie  board,  therefore,  only  confirm  to  them  and  their  representatives 
that  amount.     Seiitendjcr  1,  1824. 

No.  45.— Report  Xo.  1.— 1824. 
George  Fleming's  heirs  vs.  2'lie  United  Slates.     For  nine  hundred  and  eightij  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  tlie  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Flurida: 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  George  Fleming,  deceased,  by  Sophia  Fleming,  widow  and  relict  of  said 
decedent,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  980 
acres,  situated  in  East  Florida,  in  two  tracts,  and  sitnated  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place 
called  Lang-ley  Bryan,  opposite  Buena  Vista  fort;  the  other  lies  in  Caco  swamp,  about  one  mile  west  of 
Buena  Vista  fort.  "  The  tirst  ci.mtains  780  acres:  l)eginning  upon  the  bank  of  St.  John's  river,  running  S. 
10°  E.,  88  chains ;  thence  E.,  88  chains,  to  the  river;  thence  with  the  river  to  the  beginning;  a  plat  whereof, 
made  by  A  P>urgevin,  and  dated  December  2,  1818,  marked  D,  is  herewith  submitted.  The  other  tract 
contains  200  acres,  and  begins  at  a  stake,  and  runs  N.,  30  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  F  y  C;  thence  S.,  30 
chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  S.  45°  W.,  (57  chains,  to  the  beginning;  as  per  plat  and  certificate  herewith  sub- 
mitted, made  by  Andres  Burgevin,  and  dated  November  16,  1818,  marked  E;  which  title  your  memo- 
rialists derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  George  Fleming  April  5,  1816,  by  Governor  Gopiiinger,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  whicli  is  herewith  submitted,  marked  G,  F.  And  your  memorialists 
further  show  that  they  are  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  were  so  by  themselves  and  their 
ancestors  before  and  ever  since  the  cession  of  this  Territory  by  Spain  to  the  United  States;  that  they  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  East  Florida.  They  pray  confirmation  of  their  title.  All 
which  is  submitted,  &c. 

SOPHIA  FLEMING, 
For  herself  and  the  heirs  of  George  Fleming,  deceased. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  980  acres  of  land  made  by  Governor  Coppinger 
to  G.  Fleming,  dated  April  5,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  a  certificate  and  plat  of  Survey  by  Andres  Burgevin,  of  200  acres,  dated  November  16, 
1818.  Here  follows  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Andres  Burgevin,  of  780  acres,  December  2,  1818. 
Both  translated.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

Xo.  46.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 

George  Fleming's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

mejiorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  George  Fleming,  deceased,  by  Sophia  Fleming,  his  widow  and  relict, 
respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  1,000  acres,  situ- 
ated in  East  Florida,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  on  an  island  known  by  the  name  of  Fleming's 
island;  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  west  by  lands  belonging  to  James  Cashen's  estate  and  vacant  lands; 
on  the  cast  by  the  St.  John's  river,  and  on  the  south  by  Black  creek;  beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  bank  of 
said  river,  running  thence  W.,  48  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  S.  45°  W.,  104  chains,  to  a  cypress  on  the  mar- 
gin of  Black  creek;  thence  along  the  meanders  of  said  creek  and  river  to  the  beginning;  a  plat  whereof, 
made  bv  A.  Burgevin,  dated  November  11,  1818,  is  submitted;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
a  rovaftitle  made  to  George  Fleming,  JIarch  8,  1816,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  October  29,  1790,  a  certified  copy  of  which  said  royal  title  is  herewith  submitted,  marked  F.  And 
your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  have  becnfor  near 
twenty  years;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida,  and  on  said  lands. 
They  pray  confirmation  of  title,  &c.     All  of  wkich  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

^  ^    ^  SOPHIA  FLEMING, 

For  herself  and  heirs  of  George  Fleming. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  1,000  acres  of  land  made  by  Governor  Coppinger 
to  George  Fleming,  dated  March  8,  1816,  iii  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.] 

[Here  follows  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Andres  Burgevin,  of  1,000  acres,  dated  November 
16,  1818.     Translated.] 

vol..  IV 40  c 
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DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimants  in  tliis  case  offered  as  evidence  of  their  title  to  1,000  acres  of  land  on  Fleming's  island, 
on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  a  royal  grant  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  George  Fleming, 
deceased,  on  March  8,  181G,  for  lieadrights,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  This  being 
a  complete  title,  perfected  before  January  24,  1818,  is  confirmed  to  the  claimants  so  far  as  the  United 
States  is  concerned.     September  1,  1824. 

No.  4*1.— Eeport  No.  L— 1824. 

George  W.  Perpall  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  cotnmissioneis  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  660  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  the  Big  Hammock,  distant  forty  miles  west  of 
Buena  Vista,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  St.  John's,  bounded  on  the  north  bj'  lands  of  Don  Matias  Martinez, 
on  the  south  bj'  lands  of  Donna  Catalina  de  Jesus  Hijuelos,  on  the  east  and  west  by  vacant  lands.  The 
first  line  begins  at  a  stake,  and  runs  S.  35°  AV.,  82-^  chains,  to  another  stake;  the  second  line  from  the 
stake  runs  N.  35°  W.,  80  chains,  to  another  stake;  the  third  line  runs  from  the  last  stake  N.  55°  E.,  80 
chains,  to  the  stake  where  the  first  line  began;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title 
made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815.  And  your  memo- 
rialist further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  St  Augustine.     November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  660  acres  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  G. 
W.  Perpall,  dated  January  12,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Andres  Burgevin,  dated  Septem- 
ber 9,  1819] 

DECREE    BY  THE    B0.4RD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

No.  48.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Gabriel  W.  Perpall  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjMinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  600  acres,  situated  at  Matanzas  bar,  to  the  south  of  the  Orange  grove  called  Bueno 
Retire,  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  i-oyal  lands,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Don  Joseph  M.  Hernandes, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  river  Matanzas;  the  lines  of  which  are  as  follows:  the  first  line  runs  N.  60°  E.,  68 
chains,  from  the  river  Matanzas,  to  a  stake;  second  line  runs  N.  32°  W.,  140  chains,  to  a  palmetto  royal, 
marked  P;  the  third  line  from  thence  runs  S.  60°  W.,  18  chains,  to  the  Matanzas;  the  fourth  line  thence  S. 
10°  W.,  14  chains,  to  an  oak,  marked  P  y  H,  to  the  place  where  the  first  line  began;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  Joseph  Bonell}'  by  Governor  White,  on  January  16,  1799, 
who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  by  deed  of  conveyance  December  30,  1803,  herewith  presented. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  White  of  the 
land,  dated  January  16,  1799,  to  Joseph  Bonelly.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Bonelly  to  claimant  of  the  six  hundred  acres  of 
land,  dated  December  30,  1803;  also  a  plat.] 

[Here  follows  a  permission  from  Governor  White  to  Bonelly  to  dispose  of  the  six  hundred  acres, 
dated  September  23,  1803.] 

decree    BY    THE    BO.\RD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  produced  in  evidence  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  by  Governor 
White,  dated  January  16,  1799,  to  Joseph  Bonelly  for  the  land;  likewise  a  permission  from  the  govern- 
ment to  dispose  of  the  same,  together  with  a  conveyance  from  Bonelly  to  claimant,  and  a  plat.  The 
board  being  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  it  is  therefore  confirmed  to  the  claimant  and 
his  heirs.     September  3,  1824. 

No.  49.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 

Gabriel  W.  Perpall  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  acre  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  laud  consisting  of  one  acre,  situated  in  front  of  his  plantation  on  the  river  opposite  to  the  Orange 
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grove  uf  Bueim  Rctiro,  liiiuiiil('(l  nu  all  siiU's  by  the  i-ivrr  Matan/.us,  it  licinj;'  a  miiall  island;  wliich  title 
Your  memorialist  dcM'ives  iVmii  a  royal  tcraiit  inailo  to  him  hy  Governor  (;o|)]iini;er,  in  virtue  of  a  royal 
order  of  October  29,  1790,  a  eertilietl  copy  ol'  which  is  lierewUh  [iresciited,  and  dated  January  lo,  1«1,S; 
and  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  h(>  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  land;  that  he  is  a  citi/.eu  uf 
the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  .\uL;'nsline.      Niiveiiilier  10,  lS2:i. 

c.  w.  ri;i;i'Ai.L. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  acre  of  land  niaile  by  (  nivcrnnr  Cuppinger 
to  claimant,  dated  January  15,  181f>.j 

DFXREK    BY    THK    Bo.\r,n. 

The  claimant  establishes  his  claim  by  exhibiting  a  roj'al  title  made  by  fiovernor  Coppinger  for  the 
land,  dated  Januarj-  15,  1S18,  to  Inni.  We  therefore  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.  September 
3,  1824 

No.  50.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 

Gabriel  W.  Perpall  vn.  The  UniJed  Staler.     For  three  hundred  and  fhiiiij-jive  aerea  <if  lanel. 

ME.MORI.VI,. 

To  the  Itonorable  the  commisnioner^  appointed  to  ascertain  vlairm^  and  tillen  to  land^  in  Fad  Florida: 

The  petition  of  G.  AV.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-tive  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Tarnball,  about  twelve 
miles  ofl'  this  place,  bounded  on  th(.'  south,  east,  and  west  by  land  of  Don  Antonio  lluertas,  and  on  the 
north  by  the  Picolata  road,  whoso  lines  are,  viz:  first  line,  marked  B,  at  a  pine,  runs  north  12°  cast,  60 
chains,  to  another  pine  marked  B;  second  line,  south  70°  west,  30  chains;  third  line,  north  22°  33  chains, 
to  a  pine  marked  B;  fourth  line,  thence  south  12°  east,  50  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  X;  fifth  line,  south 
50°  east,  33  chains;  sixth  line,  from  thence  east,  30  chains,  to  the  pine  where  the  first  line  began;  which 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Ramou  de  Fuentes  by  G(.ivernor  Coppinger, 
January  13.  1818,  and  who  sold  the  same  t<i  Antonio  Mier.  who  sold  the  same  to  Frances  Rovira,  who  siild 
the  same  to  Joseph  Delespine,  who  sold  the  same  to  Jose  M.  Bousquet,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist, 
as  more  fully  appears  in  the  office  abstract  herewith  presented.  And  your  luemorialist  further  showeth  that 
he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St. 
Augustine.  November  10,  1823. 
■  G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Ilere  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  bj^  Governor  Coppinger  to  Ramon  de  Fuentes 
for  the  tliree  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  dated  January  13,  1818,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survej%  by  Andres  Burgcvin,  of  the  three 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  surveyed  for  Josii  M.  Bousquet,  dated  August  13,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  an  abstract  from  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  showing  conveyances 
from  Fuentes  to  Mier,  from  him  to  Rovira,  from  him  to  Delespine,  from  him  to  Bousquet,  and  from  him 
to  claimant.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    B0.\RD. 

We  ascertain  in  this  case  that  the  land  was  granted  in  absolute  property  to  Rami  in  de  Fuentes  by- 
Governor  Coppinger  January  13,  1818.  An  abstract  from  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives 
was  exhibited,  showing  conveyances  from  Fuentes  to  Antonio  Mier,  from  him  to  Francisco  Rovira,  from 
him  to  Joseijli  Delespine,  from  him  to  Joseph  M.  Bousquet,  and  from  him  to  claimant;  likewise  a  survey  of 
the  land.     We  deem  this  grant  to  be  a  valid  one,  and  confirm  it  to  the  claimant  and  his  heirs.   September  11. 

No.  51.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 
Gabriel  W.  PerpaJl  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  eight  and  a  half  aerea  if  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  eommisdonei's  appointed  to  aseerlain  elaim.'i  and  titles  to  land.-i  in  Ea.<t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  eight  and  a  half  acres,  situated  about  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  gate  of  this  town, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  belonging  to  Diego  Caneras,  on  the  south  and  west  by  St  Nicholas  road. 
The  first  line  begins  at  a  stake  and  runs  north  21°" west,  lU  chains;  second  line,  south  75°  west,  9  chains; 
third  line,  south' 31°  east,  11  chains,  to  a  stake;  fourth  line,'to  the  turn  of  the  St.  Nicliolas  road,  where  the 
stake  is,  where  the  first  line  began.  (N.  B. — This  measurement  gives  only  eight  and  a  Ijalf  acres.)  A\  hich 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  title  made  to  Pedro  Triay  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 

order  of ,  who  sold  the  same  to  Lucas  Munos,  from  whom  your  memorialist  purchased  them  as  per 

receipt  No.  14.  And  your  meuKirialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Laiited  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  concession  made  by  fiovernor  White  to  Pedro 
Triay  of  the  land,  dated  September  30,  1806.] 

[Here  follows  Triay's  receipt  to  Munos,  dated  January  13,  1820;  and  hero  follows  Munos'  receipt  to 
claimant  of  620,  being  the  purchase  money  of  the  land.     Both  translated,] 
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DECREE    BY    THE    HOARD. 

The  cUiiiiiant  produced  to  the  board  a  certified  copy  of  concession  from  Governor  White  to  Pedro 
Trlaj',  dated  Septemljcr  30,  ISOtl;  also,  a  receipt  from  Triay  to  Miino.s,  and  a  receipt  from  Miinos  to  claimant, 
showing  a  transfer  of  the  laud.'    We  confirm  the  s;ime  to  clainumt  and  his  heirs.     September  11. 

No.  52.— PiETORT  No.  L— 1824. 
Gabriel  W.  Fcqxdl  vs.  The  United  States    For  five  hundred  and  tldrlij-five  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commisdoners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showcth :  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  situated  at  the  bead  of  Matanzas  riverj'and  known 
by  the  naine  of  Saur's  hanuuock,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  head  of  Matanzas  river,  on  the  west  by 
lands  of  Joseph  j\[.  Hernandez  and  the  late  Mr.  Fish,  and  on  the  south  and  east  by  vacant  lands;  the  first 
line  whereof  begins  at  an  oak  and  runs  south  35°  cast,  00  chains,  to  a  pine  tree  marked  P;  from  thence 
north  45°  east,  50  cjiains,  to  a  pine  tree  marked  P;  the  third  line  from  thence  north  45°  west,  146  chains, 
to  a  stake;  fourth  line,  south,  07  chains,  to  the  oak  marked  P,  at  which  the  first  line  began;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  him  by  Governor  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  October  29,  ITJO.  And  your  memorialist  further  showcth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL, 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Kuidelan  to  claimant  for  the  535 
acres  of  land,  dated  May  4,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  It'JO.] 
[Here  follows  a  plat  of  the  535  acres.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  claimant's  exhibiting  a  royal  title  made  by 
Governor  Kindelan  to  him,  dated  May  24,  1815,  for  the  land  which  he  claims.  In  consideration  whereof, 
we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     September  4. 

No.  53.~Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Gabriel  W.  Perpall  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  Jlfty  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  river  Halifax,  opposite  to  Mount  Oswald, 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  sea  beach,  on  the  north  and  south  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
river  Halifax;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  gi-ant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Kindelan,  in 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession 
of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.  November  10, 
1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Kindelan  to  claimant  for  the  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  dated  May  23,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  claimant  exhibiting  a  royal  title  made  by 
Governor  Kindelan  to  him,  dated  May  23,  1815.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him 
and  his  heirs.     September  4.      «. 

No.  54.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Mariano  Berta  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  co7nmissioners  ap2)ointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Mariano  Berta  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  con- 
sisting of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  acres,  situated  in  St.  John's  county,  on  Cartel  Point, 
bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  granted  to  Andrew  Pacety.  First  line  commencing  on  Guana  creek  and 
running  S.  83°  W.,  55  chains,  to  a  stake  on  tlie  North  river;  thence  along  said  river  an  undefined  number 
of  chains  to  another  stake;  and  thence  S.  83°  E.,  55  chains,  to  a  stake  on  Guana  creek;  and  thence  along 
said  creek  to  the  place  of  commencement;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to 
Andrew  Pacety  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190,  who  sold  the  same  to  Manuel  P. 
Bendicho  May  29,  1804,  who  sold  the  same  to  Thomas  Andrew  October  4,  1808,  who  sold  the  same  to 
your  memorialist  April  15,  1819.     And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession 
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of  said  lands,  and  that  he,  Thomas  Amh-cw,  Maiiuil  I',  i'lcndirhu,  and  Andrew  I'accly,  liave  licen  in 
actual  possession  of  the  land,  cultivatin;j;  a  part  of  it,  with  the  ae(|aieseenec  and  consent  nf  the  Spanisli 
government,  for  the  last  twenty  years;  tliat  ho  is  a  citizen  of  the  Uinted  States  and  resident  of  St. 
Auffustiiie. 

For  M.\i;iA\()   Hi:i;'fA, 
(1.   W.   I'idM'AL!;. 


c 

to 


[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  AVhite  tn  .\ndrew  I'acnty  I'^r  fiv(> 
■aballerias  (I6G3  acres)  of  land,  dated  A[u-il  13,  1S04,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  I  7110.  | 

[Here  follows  an  abstract  from  the  keejier  of  the  [luMic  archives,  showing-  cipnveyances  I'mm  Tacety 
0  Bendicho,  from  him  to  Andrew,  and  from  him  to  claimant.] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  of  the  16tJ2  acres.] 

HECREK    BY    TUE    BO.VKD. 

Tiie  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  to  the  board  a  royal  title  made  by  (Jovernur  W'liito  to  Andrew 
Pacety  April  23,  1804,  for  the  land,  (five  cabalierias;)  likewise  an  abstract  from  the  ollice  of  the  keeper  of 
the  public  archives,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  land  was  sold  and  conveyed  by  Pacety  to  Manuel  Fer- 
nandez Bendicho,  who  sold  and  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Andrew,  whci  sold  and  conveyed  it  tn  claimant. 
A  plat  of  the  same  was  also  exhibited. 

Deeming'  this  g-rant  to  bo  valid,  Ave  cnnfirni  it  lo  claimant  and  his  heirs.     Sejiti'mlier  11 

No.  55.— Pki'ort  No.  1.— 1824. 
Mariano  Bcrta  vs.  The  United  States.     For  livo  hundred  aeres  of  land. 

ME.MORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioner,'^  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  lo  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Mariano  Berta  showcth:  That  j-our  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  con- 
sisting- of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  on  Cartel  Point  Front  creek,  bounded  on 
north  by  land  supposed  to  be  vacant.  First  line  commencing  at  a  stake  on  the  North  river,  and  running- 
S.  65°  E.,  03  chains,  to  Guana  creek;  thence  along-  said  creek  an  undetermined  number  of  chains  to  another 
stake;  thence  N.  83°  AV.,  55  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  North  river;  and  thence  along-  said  river  an  indefinite 
number  of  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning-;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Juan 
Capo  by  Governor  A\"hite,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  Manuel  F.  Bendicho 
September  14,  1S04,  who  sold  the  same  to  Thomas  Andrew  October  4,  1808,  who  sold  the  same  to  your 
memorialist  April  15,  1819.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of 
said  lands,  and  that  Thomas  Andrew,  Manuel  F.  Bendicho,  and  Juan  Capo,  have  been  in  actual  possession 
of  the  land,  cultivating-  a  part  of  it,  with  the  acquiescence  and  consent  of  the  Spanish  government,  for 
the  last  twenty  years;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

For  MAKIANO  BERTA, 
G.  AV.  PERPALL. 

[Ilere  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  AVhite  to  Juan  Capo  for  six  cabal- 
ierias (200  acres)  of  land,  dated  September  7,  1804,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  an  abstract  from  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  showing  conveyances 
from  Cajio  to  Bendicho,  from  him  to  Thomas  Andrew,  and  from  him  to  claimant.] 

[Uere  follows  a  plat  of  the  two  hundred  acres.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  to  the  board  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  AVhite  to  Juan  Capo 
September  7,  1804,  for  the  land,  (six  cabalierias;)  also  an  abstract  from  tlie  office  of  keeper  of  tlic  public 
archives,  by  which  it  appears  that  Capo  sold  and  conveyed  the  land  to  Manuel  Fernandez  Bendicho,  who 
sold  and  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Andrew,  who  sold  and  conveyed  it  to  claimant.  In  consideration  whereof, 
wc  confirm  the  same  to  Mariano  Berta,  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned.     September  11. 

No.  50.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 
Horatio  S.  Dexter  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  two  hundred,  acres  cf  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fa.<t  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Horatio  S.  Dexter  and  Mrs.  Abliy  Dexter,  the  wife  of  the  said  Horatio  S._  Dexter, 
respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  consisting  of 
two  hundred  acres,  situated' and  l.ieing  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  originally 
granted  in  absolute  property,  April  571815,  to  one  George  Petty  by  Governor  Kiiidelan,  then  thegoverrior 
of  East  Florida,  as  will  appear  Ijy  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  grant  thereof,  herewith 
submitted  and  filed;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  purchased  by  your  memorialist  from  the  said  George 
Petty  January  20,  1820,  and  was  conveyed  l)y  the  said  Petty  on  the  21st  of  Alay,  as  will  appear_  by  a 
reference  to  the  original  conveyance  the'reof  of  that  date,  by  "the  said  George  Petty  to  your  memorialist, 
herewith  submitted  and  filed.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  land  is  situated  on  the  east  of  the 
St.  John's  river,  in  East  Florida  aforesaid,  between  Little  lake  and  Lake  George,  and  is  known  by  the  name 
of  Mount  Royal;  that  it  was  surveyed  on  or  before  May  1,  1821,  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  the  surveyor  general 
of  East  Florida,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  plat  and  certificate  of  the  survey  thereof  of 
that  date,  herewith  submitted  and  filed;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  has  the  following  lines  and  dimensions, 
that  is  to  say.  The  first  line  begins  at  a  cypress  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  runs  N.  15° 
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W.,  40  chains,  to  a  pine  tree;  the  second  line  runs  thence  N.  75°  E.,  50  chains,  to  a  pine  tree;  the  third  line 
runs  thence  S.  15°  E.,  40  chains,  to  a  pine  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's;  and  the  fourth  line  runs 
thence  along  the  bank  (if  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning;  all  which  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  a 
reference  to  the  said  plat  herewitli  submitted.  Your  niomorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that,  upon  the 
purchase  of  the  said  land  by  him  as  aforesaid,  he  took  immediate  and  actual  pos.session  thereof;  and  that 
from  that  to  the  present  time  it  has  been  in  actual  occupancy,  and  that  a  part  thereof  is  in  cultivation, 
considerable  improvements  and  buildings  having  been  made  thereon  by  j'our  memorialist;  that  the  said 
George  Petty  was,  at  the  time  the  said  grant  was  made  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  he  conveyed 
the  said  land  to  your  memorialist,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida;  and  that  your  memorialist 
was  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  by  and  conveyance  to  him  of  the  said  land  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  and  has  ever  since  that  time  been  an  inhabitant  and 
settler  of  East  Florida.     Wiierefore,  your  memorialist  prays  a  confirmation  of  his  title   to  the  said  land 


and  its  appurtenances. 


HORATIO  S.  DEXTER, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 


[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  the  concession  made  to  George  Petty  by  Gov- 
ernor Kindelan  for  the  two  hundred  acres,  dated  April  5,  1815. J 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  May  21, 
1821.1 

[Here  follows  the  bill  of  sale  from  Petty  to  claimant,  dated  May  21,  1821. J 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  claimant  exhibiting  a  certified  copy  of  con- 
cession from  Governor  Kindelan  to  George  Petty,  dated  April  5,  1815,  for  the  two  hundred  acres,  together 
with  a  plat  thereof,  and  a  conveyance  from  Petty  to  him. 

In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  the  claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  G. 

TESTIMONY. 

Horatio  S.  Dexter  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  two  hundred  acres  cfland. 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  being  sworn  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  states  that  the  signature  of  John  State,  a 
witness  to  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  George  Petty  to  Mrs.  A.  Dexter,  is  the  proper  handwriting  and 
signature  of  said  State. 

FRANCIS  J.  FATIO. 

No.  51.— Report  No.  1.— 1824.  '    • 

Iloralio  S.  Dexter  vs.  The  United  States.    For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  a^ypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titks  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Horatio  S.  Dexter  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
acres;  that  the  said  land  was  originally  granted  to  one  William  Bardin,  March  IT,  1815,  by  Governor 
Kindelan,  then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  without  any  condition  annexed  to  the  said  grant,  as  will 
fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  grant  to  the  said  William 
Bardin,  herewith  submitted  and  filed;  that  the  said  land  is  situated  at  a  place  called  McCullough's  Point, 
on  the  river  St.  John's,  about  seven  miles  south  of  Picolata,  and  has  the  following  lines  and  dimensions, 
that  is  to  say:  the  first  line  begins  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  runs  north  871°  east,  twenty- 
nine  chains;  the  second  line  runs  thence  south  22°  east,  sixty-two  chains;  the  third  line  runs  thence  south 
68°  west,  thirty  chains;  and  the  fourth  line  runs  thence  along  the  bank  of  the  said  river  St.  John's  to  the 
place  of  beginning;  that  the  said  land  is  bounded  on  the  southwest  by  the  said  river  St.  John's,  as  will 
appear  by  the  plat  herewith  filed.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  he  purchased  the  said  land  from 
the  said  William  Bardin,  December  23,  1819,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  to  him  by  your  memorialist, 
and  on  that  day  received  from  the  said  AVilliam  Bardin  a  conveyance  thereof  from  him,  as  will  appear  by 
the  said  original  conveyance  herewith  submitted  and  filed;  that  the  said  AVilliam  Bardin  was,  at  the  time 
the  said  land  was  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  subject  of 
the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  was,  when  the  said  land  was  conveyed  to  him  as  aforesaid 
by  the  said  William  Bardin,  a  settler  and  inhabitant  of  East  Florida;  that  he  was  such  inhabitant  and 
settler  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  and  has  ever  since  so  continued  to 
be.     Wherefore  he  prays  that  his  title  to  the  said  laud  and  its  appurtenances  may  he  confirmed  to  him. 

HORATIO  S.  DEXTER, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to  William  Bardin  by  Governor 
Kindelan  for  the  two  hundred  acres,  dated  March  17,  1815. ] 
[Here  follows  a  plat  of  two  hundred  acres.] 
[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Bardin  to  claimant,  dated  December  23,  1819.] 

DECREE  BY  THE   BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  claimant  exhibiting  a  certified  copy  of  con- 
cession from  Governor  Kindelan  to  William  Bardin,  dated  March  17,  1815,  for  the  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  together  with  a  plat  thereof;  also,  a  conveyance  by  deed  from  Bardin  to  claimant.  In  consideration 
whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     September  6. 
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TKSTIMONY. 

Horalio  S.  />'■./■/(•;•  vs.  Tin'  UnilciJ  Sliili:<.      Fur  tirn  hiiinlrcil  wri'^  nf  Imiil. 

Samuel  Fairbanks,  lieiiij;-  duly  swiini  on  tlir  part  u\'  claimant,  states  that  tlie  si.n'nature  altacljiMl  tn 
the  transfer  Worn  Bariliii,  the  (iri;:;'iual  g'rantee,  to  memm'iali.st,  is  original  anil  };-eiiuiiic,  ami  tiiat  he  is 
acquainted  with  the  handwriting;-  nf  said  orig-inal  };-rantee. 

SAMri'M.    FAli;i!.VNKS. 
Before  the  board,  in  sessicm  Septendier  ('>,  1824. 

FRANCIS  .1.  FATIO,  S.  Jl.  L.  0. 

No.  58.— Retort  No.  1.— 1824. 

Francis  J.  Fatio  d  al.  vs.  TJie  VniU'd  Slalr^.     Fur  tiro  hundred  acrrs  af  land. 

MKMilRI.M.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  <-Iaims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Francis  J.  Fatio,  for  himself  and  for  Maria  Theresa,  widow  of  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  as 
also  Sophia  Louisa,  Luis,  JIary  Ann,  and  Fernando,  children  and  heirs  of  the  said  P.  Fatio;  that  your 
memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
St.  John's  river,  about  thirty  miles  to  the  west  of  tlie  city  of  St.  Augustine,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
lands  of  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  called  New  Switzerland,  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  on  the  east  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  west  by  the  river  St.  John's;  which 
title  your  meiudrialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  Francis  P.  Fatio,  November  24,  1791,  by  Governor 
Quesada,  who  died  resident  in  East  Florida,  when  said  tract,  by  deed  of  division  and  partition  made  after- 
wards amongst  his  heirs,  was  allotted  to  the  children  of  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  son  of  said  grantee;  the  said 
partition  is  filed  in  the  claim  for  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  presented  by  Sophia 
Fleming  and  William  Gibson.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  legally  in  possessii.m 
of  said  lands,  and  were  so  by  themselves,  and  those  through  wliom  they  claim,  ever  since  the  date  of 
concession;  that  Francis  J.  Fatio  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida;  and  that  the 
said  widow  and  the  other  heirs  reside  at  present  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

F.  J.  FATIO, 
For  Itinisetf  and  the  other  heirs  of  P.  Fatio. 

[Here  follows  a  decree  of  Quesada  granting  the  land  to  F.  P.  Fatio,  after  a  proceeding  had,  dated 
November  24,  1791.] 

[Here  follows  a  document  showing  the  division  of  the  estate  of  F.  P.  Fatio,  by  which  the  two  hundred 
acres  was  allotted  to  the  heirs  of  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  son  of  F.  P.  Patio.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    P.O  VRD. 

The  claimants  in  this  case,  in  support  of  their  claim,  produced  a  memorial  from  Francis  Philip  Fatio, 
deceased,  to  the  government,  tiigether  with  the  proceeding  had,  and  tlie  decree  of  Governor  Quesada, 
dated  November  24,  1791.  It  was  proven  that  Francis  Piiilip  Fatio,  the  original  grantee,  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  his  Catholic  Majesty;  that  he  cultivated  tlie  land  fir  many  years.  Tlic  board  being  of  the 
opinion  that  the  claimants  have  made  out  a  valid  title  for  the  laud,  the  same  is  confirmed  to  them.  Sep- 
tember 7. 

Note. — The  oath  of  allegiance  of  Francis  Phili|i  Fatio  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  alluded  to  in  the  decree, 
is  filed  ill  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Fleming  and  William  Gibson,  and  applies  in  all  the  claims  of  the  Fatios  and 
the  other  heirs. 

No.  59.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 

t/bse/j/i  31.  Hernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  eight  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  a.-icertain  the  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  di.'itrict  of  East 

Florida : 
The  memorial  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  said  district  of  East  Florida, 
aforesaid,  respectfully  slioweth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  laud  of  eight  hundred 
acres,  situated  at  the  head  of  Matanzas  river,  in  Graham  swamp,  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  cart  road 
which  divides  it  from  lands  of  G.  W.  Perpall,  on  the  south  by  lands  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Jesse  Fish, 
on  the  west  by  pine  barren  land,  and  on  tlie  north  by  pine  barren  and  the  head  of  the  aforesaid  river 
Matanzas.  First  line  begins  at  a  pine  on  the  road  H  and  E,  and  runs  south  45°  west,  88  chain.s_  90  links; 
second  line,  thence  north  45"  west,  90  chains,  to  another  pine;  the  third  line  runs  thence  north  45°  east,  88 
chains  90  links,  to  another  pine,  marked  H;  fourth  line,  thence  on  the  aforesaid  road  south  45°  east,  90 
chains,  terminating  at  the  tree  where  the  first  line  liegan.  The  aforesaid  tract  of  land  was  granted  to 
your  memorialist  May  25,  1816,  by  Governor  Joseph  Coppingcr,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29, 
1815,  as  will  appear 'by  a  royal  title  given  to  your  memorialist  for  the  said  tract  May  28,  1816,  recorded 
in  the  office  of  public  records  kept  by  Mr.  AViliiam  Reynolds,  of  this  city,  as  well  as  by  the  survey  of  the 
said  tract  of  land  liy  Robert  McHardy,  dated  September  7,  1818,  also  in  the  same  office.  And  your  memo- 
rialist further  showeth  that  he  has  been  in  uninterrupted  possession  since  May  25,  1816,  having  cleared 
and  cultivated  the  same  extensively.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  St.  Augustine,  November 
25,  1823. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 
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[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  claimant  for  the  eight 
hundred  acres,  dated  May  28,  181G,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  aiid  plat  of  survey  by  Robert  McHardy  of  the  eight 
hundred  acres,  dated  September  7,  ISIT.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  bo  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

No.  CO.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
JosqjJi  M.  Ilcrnandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

ME5I0RL\L. 

To  the  honoraWe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  cJaims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  M.  Ilernandez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Halifax  at  the  place 
called  the  Old  Chimney's,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  river  Halifax.  The  first  line  begins  at  a  pine,  and 
runs  south  68°  west,  20  chains,  to  a  stake;  the  second  line,  thence  runs  north  22°  west,  100  chains,  to  another 
pine;  third  line,  thence  north  68°  west,  20  chains,  to  another  pine;  fourth  line,  along  the  banks  of  the  river; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  Ana  Maria  Hill  by  Governor  Estrada, 
August  10,  ISll,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  will  appear  by  the  public  archives;  that  your 
memorialist,  having  married  the  said  Ana  Maria  Hill,  cleared  and  cultivated  it;  and  j'our  memorialist 
i'urther  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  said  lands,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  Estrada  of  the  one  hundred  acres 
to  Donna  Ana  Maria  Hill,  dated  August  19,  1811.] 

[Here  follows  tlie  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  the  one  hundred  acres  by  George 
J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  February  10,  1820.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  the  land  was  conceded  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Donna  Ana  Maria,  wife  of 
claimant,  for  headrights,  August  10,  1811;  which  land  was  afterwards  surveyed.  Being  of  opinion  that 
this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  we  confirm  it  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  7. 

No.  01.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 
Josqjli  31.  Hernandez  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  seventy  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  about  seventy  acres,  situated  in  front  of  the  Little  Matanzas  bar,  and  is  a  small 
island,  boundary  not  exactly  known,  not  having  been  survej'cd;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
a  concession  made  to  F.  M.  Arredondo,  jr.,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October 
29,  1790,  dated  December  29,  1817,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  December  30,  1818,  as  will 
appear  in  the  office  of  archives  kept  by  Mr.  William  Reynolds.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth 
that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lauds;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St. 
Augustine. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  of  the  seventy  acres  of  land  made  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger to  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arred(jndo,  jr.,  dated  December  29,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Arredondo  to  claimant  of  the  seventy  acres, 
dated  December  30,  1818.] 

decree    BY   THE    BOARD. 

It  was  proven  in  this  claim  that  the  land  was  conceded  to  F.  M.  Arredondo,  jr.,  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger, December  29,  1817,  who  conveyed  it  by  deed  to  claimant.  It  being  the  opinion  of  the  board  that 
this  grant  would  have  been  deemed  valid  had  Florida  remained  a  Spanish  {jrovince,  they  therefore  confirm 
it  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  8. 

No.  62.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Joseph  M.  Hernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  seventij-five  aci'es  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  the  distiict  of  East  Florida: 
The  memorial  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  said  district  of  East  Florida, 
respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres,  situated  in  the  territory  of  Matanzas,  bounded  on  the  north  bj'  the  plantation  of 
G.  W.  Perpall,  formerly  belonging  to  Joseph  Bonelly,  on  the  south  by  the  plantation  of  Jonas  Dupont,  on 
the  east  by  the  sea  beach,  and  on  the  west  by  the  river  Matanzas;   which  said  tract  of  land  was  granted 
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by  Govoruor  White  to  John  Bautista  Forrcira  .Inly  S,  1S03,  whose  .son,  l''iuiicis  I'drcini,  sohl  Ihr  siiuic  \n 
your  iiieiiiorialist  .June  5,  1818,  about  whieli  lime  it  was  surveyed  by  Kobcrt  .Mcliardy,  wlienee  llic  I'ollow- 
"ini;-  lines:  First  line  runs  north  from  an  oak  marked  tormerly  as  the  boundary  of  Mr.  Pcrpairs  land,  on 
^^•hich  is  markivl  (II,)  60°  east,  68  chains  and  60  links;  second  line,  thence  runs  alon;;-  the  sea  beach  smith 
l."i°  cast,  54  chains;  third  line,  tiicnce  runs  south  60"'  west,  68  chains  (iO  links;  fourtli  liiH\  lic^^-ins  at  a  |iuhn 
niarked  II,  runs  north  15'^  west,  51  chains.  The  aforesaid  tract  of  hind  was  L;-ranlcd  and  conhrmed  to  said 
Ferrcira  by  a  royal  title  dated  September  28,  1815,  as  will  appear  in  th<'  records  kept  by  .\lr.  William 
Itcvnolds  of  this  city,  and  a  conveyance  from  Ferrcira  to  your  memorialist,  ami  surve\'.  .\nd  your  memo- 
rialist further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  and  uninterrupted  possession  of  s;iid  land,  and  h.is  bi'cn  so 
since  he  purchased  it.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.     St.  Augustine,  X(iv<Miiljer  25,  lS2:i. 

.lUSFPII  .M.  llKKXAXDi:/. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  imnle  by  (bivernor  Fstrada  to  Juan  llaulista  Ferreira 
and  his  heirs  of  the  three  hundred  and  sevi'uty-tive  acres,  dated  Seidember  28,  1815,  in  \'iitue  of  the  royal 
order  of  1190.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  convc_yance  from  Francisco  Ferreira,  fir  himself  and  iji  the  name 
of  the  other  heirs,  to  claimant,  dated  June  5,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certilicate  and  plat  of  survey  by  IJobert  Mcllardy  of  the  three 
hundred  and  seventj'-five  acres,  dated  S(>ptember  2,  1818.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.IRD. 

In  this  case  we  ascertain  that  the  land  was  granted  to  the  heirs  of  Don  Juan  Bautista  Ferreira  in 
absolute  property  by  Governor  Estrada,  September  8,  1S15;  that  it  was  conveyed  liy  the  heirs  aforesaid 
to  claimant;  and  that  it  was  regularly  surveyed.  In  consideration  whereof,  \ye  conlirm  the  same  to  him 
and  his  heirs. 

No.  63.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
3Iariin  Hernandez  vs.  The  Uniled  Slates.     For  twenty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  aiJiwinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Martin  Hernandez,  by  his  attorney  in  fact,  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  respectfullj-  showeth: 
That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  twenty  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St. 
Sebastian,  on  the  west  side,  called  the  Ferry,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  said  river,  on  the  south  by  lands 
of  Manuel  Solano,  on  the  west  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  north  by  lands  of  John  Ilnertas.  First  line 
begins  at  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  runs  south  71°  west,  14  chains,  to  another  stake;  the  second 
line,  thence  south  15°  east,  21  chains,  to  a  stake;  third  line,  thence  north 34°  east,  17  chains  66  links,  to  another 
stake;  fourth  line,  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  ending  at  a  stake  where  the  first  line  be.gan;  wdiieh  title 
your  memorialist  claims  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Martin  Hernandez  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  October  29, 1790;  the  same  tract  was  granted  to  your  memorialist  May  21,  1798,  as  will 
appear  by  the  documents  in  the  public  archives.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally 
in  actual  possession  of  said  lands  which  the  said  Martin  Hernandez  cleared  and  cultivated;  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  Spain  and  resident  of  Havana. 

JOS.  M.  HERXANDEZ,  Morneu  in  fad. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  for  the  twenty  acres  of 
land,  dated  October  5,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  the  twenty  acres  by  G.  J.  F. 
Clarke,  dated  May  10,  1819.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  b(.iard  ascertain  this  claim  to  be  a  valid  one  by  claimant  exhilnting  a  title  of  absolute  propertj'  for 
the  land,  dated  October  5,  1815,  and  a  survey  thereof;  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  him  and  his  heirs. 
September  8. 

No.  64.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 

Martin  Hernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     Fur  ten  and  a  quarter  acres  cf  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  a.-^certain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Martin  Hernandez,  by  J.  il.  Hernandez,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  ten  and  one-quarter  acres  and  one  perch,  situated  within  the  present  limits 
of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  bounded  on  the  east  in  the  front  of  the  creek  Maria  Sanchez,  on  the  south  by 
the  road  leading  to  the  old  bridges  near  the  orange  grove  of  Francis  Marin,  on  the  west  by  the  Ferry  road, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  plantation  of  John  Bouscjuet  and  Isaac  Wickes,  measuring  on  the  north  70°  east, 
20  chains;  north  28°  west,  5  chains  50  links;  south  60°  west,  18  chains;  north  43°  west,  8  chains;  which 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Martin  Hernandez  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  ~  The  said  tract  was  granted  to  your  memorialist  October  5,  1815, 
by  a  royal  title  from  the  aforesaid  Governor  Estrada,  as  will  apyjear  in  the  public  archives.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  and  positively  at  this  time  in  actual  possession  of  said 
land,  consisting  of  an  orange  grove  planted  by  hiuiself,  and  the  right  of  the  said  tract,  fenced  and  other- 
wise improved;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Spain  and  resident  of  Havana. 

JOS.  M.  HERXAXDEZ,  Attorncij  in  fact. 

VOL.    IV 41   c 


322  rUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  454. 

[Here  fullow.s  the  translation  of  the  roj'al  title  made  bj'  Governor  Estrada  to  Martin  Hernandez  for 
the  ten  and  a  quarter  acres  and  one  perch,  dated  October  5,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190.] 
[Here  follows  a  plat  of  the  ten  and  a  quarter  acres  and  one  perch.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  claim  to  be  a  valid  one  by  claimant  exhibiting-  a  title  of  absolute  property 
for  the  land,  made  by  Governor  Estrada,  October  5,  1815,  to  him;  likewise  a  survey  of  the  same.  In 
consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  8. 

No.  65.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Gabriel  W.  Ferpall  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  Jive  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Gabriel  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting 
of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Turnbull's,  about  twelve  miles  north  of  the  town,  bounded  on  the  west 
and  northwest  by  lauds  of  Don  Jose  M.  Bousquet,  on  the  east  and  northeast  bj^  equivocal  grants,  and  on 
the  other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  whose  lines  are  as  follows:  First  line,  north  12°  east,  60  chains,  to  a  pine 
marked  P;  second  line,  north  45°  east,  35  chains;  third  line,  north  10  chains  to  a  pine  marked  P;  from 
thence,  fourth  line,  south  10°  cast,  10  chains;  from  thence,  fiftli  line,  south  15°  east,  104  chains,  to  a  pine 
marked  P;  sixth  line,  west,  to  the  pine  marked  P,  where  the  first  line  beg-an;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Juan  Gonzales  Montesdcoca,  who  obtained  a  royal  title  for  this  quantity 
on  the  Matanzas,  which,  being  proven  to  be  property  of  the  Clarke  family,  permission  was  given  him  to 
take  the  present  land  by  Governor  Coppinger.  The  royal  title  for  services  were  granted  by  Governor 
Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815.  And  j-our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he 
is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augus- 
tine.    November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Juan  Gonzales  Montes- 
dcoca for  seven  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  dated  September  3,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
1815.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  of  Juan  Gonzales  Montesdeoca  of  the  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  to  claimant,  dated  November  6,  1816.] 

[Here  follows  a  permission  of  Governor  Coppinger  to  claimant  to  locate  five  hundred  acres  of  the 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  at  TurnbuU,  dated  April  17,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  Andres  Burgevin  of  the  five 
hundred  acres,  dated  August  IT,  1818.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to  claimant. 

No.  66.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 
Gabriel  W.  Perpall  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ap)pjointed  to  ascertain  claiiyis  and  titles  to  lands  in  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  river  Matanzas,  at  a  place 
called  Samuel  Hammock,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  royal  lands,  on  the  southwest  by  lands  of  G.  J.  F. 
Clarke  and  Jesse  Fish,  and  on  the  southeast  by  lands  of  your  memorialist.  The  first  line  begins  at  a  pine 
marked  X,  and  runs  to  anotiier  marked  P,  north  45°  west,  50  chains;  second  line,  thence  south  45°  west, 
56  chains,  to  a  stake;  third  line,  tlience  south  45°  west,  60  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  P;  fourth  line,  thence 
north  45°  west,  56  chains,  to  the  pine  where  the  first  line  began;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  bill  of  sale  made  to  him  by  John  Gonzales  Montesdeoca,  who  obtained  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  by  a  royal  title,  in  1816,  for  military  services  in  1812  and  1818,  the  above  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  being  a  part  thereof.  The  royal  title  was  given  by  Governor  Kindelan,  and  the  lands  were  surveyed 
in  one  body  on  the  Matanzas;  but,  on  a  discovery  that  they  belonged  to  the  Clarke  family.  Governor  Cop- 
pinger permitted  him  to  make  this  survey.  And  j-our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 
November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[The  royal  title  to  Montesdeoca,  and  the  conveyance  from  him  to  claimant,  in  his  claim  for  500  acres, 
apply  to  this  case.] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  of  the  200  acres.] 

DECREE   BY  TOE    BOARD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 
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No.  C7.— REroRT  No.  1.— 1824. 
Mary  Kimen  vs.  Tin:  United  Slalcn.     For  lirn  hinidrcd  acre.-;  of  land. 

MIOMOUI.U.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  a.verlain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  mcniorial  of  Mary  Kiiiion  rospcctrully  sboweth:  That  your  memorialist  (■hiiiiis  title  to  a  tract  nf 
land  consisting-  of  200  acres,  situated  near  Tomoka,  a  half  on  either  side  of  Smith  creek;  bounded,  the 
one  by  lands  of  Mr.  Ormond,  the  other  by  lands  of  Isaac  Wickes  and  Patrick  Lynch;  wiii(-h  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  her  by  (iovernor  CoppiiigXT,  dated  November  11,  1817,  as 
appears  by  title  annexed,  and  conllrmed  June  10,  1818,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  2it,  1815, 
and  which  lands  were  granted  in  consequence  of  the  services  rendered  by  her  husband,  Bernard  AVickes, 
deceased.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  has  always  been  in  possession  of  said  land 
since  granted.  "She  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resilient  of  St.  Augustine.  All  which  is 
respectfully  submitted.     St.  Augustine,  August  15,  1823. 

o  o  MARY  KUNEN. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  claimant  of  the  land,  dated 
November  15,  1811,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  the  tran.slation  of  Uic  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  Roliert  McIIardy  of  the  200 
acres,  dated  April  20,  1818.] 

IlKCUEE   BY  THE  liO.iRD. 

The  claimant,  on  November  13,  1817,  in  memorial  to  Governor  Copi)inger,  set  fVirtli  that  she  was  the 
widow  of  Bernardo  Wickes,  deceased,  who  had  served  in  the  defence  of  the  province  in  1812;  that  she 
claimed  the  benetit  of  the  royal  order  of  1815;  and  that  the  family  left  by  the  said  Wickes  consisted  of 
herself  and  daughter,  and  five  slaves  over  16  years  of  age.  She  therefore  asked  for  200  acres  of  land  at 
the  places  described  in  her  memorial  filed  befoVe  this  board.  On  the  loth  of  Novemlier  of  the  same  year 
Coppinger  granted  the  lands  as  requested.  This  claim  being  one  which  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners,  have  been  considered  valid  had  the  Floridas  remained  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  they 
confirm  the  same  to  the  claimant  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  interested.     September  10. 

No.  68.— Report  No.  1.— 1824, 

Joseph  31.  Hernandez  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  eight  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida,  aforesaid,  respect- 
fully showeth:  That  j-our  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  eight  hundred  acres, 
witli  its  adjoining  marshes,  situated  on  the  river  Matanzas,  bounded  on  the  north  by  lauds  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Bauti'sta  Ferrcira,  on  the  east  by  the  border  of  wood  lands  and  the  river  Matanzas,  the  figure  and 
lines  of  which  are  particularly  marked  and  described  in  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  herewith 
presented.  The  aforesaid  tract' of  land  is  part  of  a  grant  of  a  large  tract  made  by  the  Spanisli  govern- 
ment to  Josiah  Pupout  in  the  year  1792;  and  having  been  abandoned,  and  his  right  therein  forfeited,  the 
said  land  was  granted  to  Miguel  Crosby  February  3,  1804,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29, 
1790,  and  purchased  by  your  memorialist  from  the  said  Miguel  Crosby  March  11,  1816,  as  wdl  appear 
by  a  deed  from  the  said'  Crosby  to  your  memorialist,  recorded  in  the  oflice  of  public  records  kept  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  of  this  city.  And  vour"  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  has  been  in  uninterrupted  pos- 
session of  the  said  land  since  the  aforesaid  purchase  from  Crosby,  and  has  erected  buddings  and  made 
many  improvements  thereon,  and  has  extensively  cultivated  the  said  land;  that  your  memorialist  was  a 
resident  inliabitant  of  East  Florida  at  the  time  of  tlie  cession  to  the  United  States.  In  confirmation  of 
the  title  of  your  memorialist,  the  following  documents  are  herewith  presented: 

1.  Proceedings  in  relation  to  the  grant  to  Dupont,  and  the  title  of  Miguel  Crosby,  dated  St.  Augustine, 
May  31,  1805. 

2.  Certified  copy  of  the  regulations  of  Governor  White  in  relation  to  the  grants  of  land,  dated 
October  12,  1803. 

3.  Certified  copy  of  the  grant  to  Miguel  Crosby,  dated  July  3,  1804. 

4.  Certificate  of  survey  and  plat. 

5.  Petition  of  Miguel  Crosby  for  certificates  of  the  proceedings  against  Dupont,  and  a  certificate 
thereto  annexed. 

6.  Bill  of  sale  from  M.  Crosby  to  Jos.  M.  Hernandez.     All  which   is   respectfully  submitted,     bt. 

Augustine,  November  25,  1823.  ,-^^r, 

JOS.  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Copiiinger  to  :SIiguel  Crosby  for 
the  800  acres,  dated  March  8,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance"  from  Crosby  to  claimant  fnr  the  800  acres,  dated 
March  11,  1816.] 

[Here  fiillows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  RoViert  McIIardy,  dated  Sep- 
tember 4,  1818.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  B0.\RD. 

In  this  case  we  ascertain  that  th(>  liiml  was  granted  to  Miguel  Crosliy  in  alis.ilnte  property  by 
Governor  Coppinger  March  S,  1816,  who  sohl  and  conveyed  it  to  claimant;  thesaid  land  was  afterwards 
surveyed  by  the  surveyor  appointed  by  government.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  coulinn  the  same  to 
claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  8. 
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No.  69.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,jr.,  vs.  The.  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorafihi  the  commissioners  ap^xiinted  to  a.'icertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arrcdoudo,  jr.,  respectfully  slioweth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  con.sisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  St.  Sebastian,  and  about  three  miles  westward  frmn  St.  Augustine;  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  land  of  Antonio  Proctor,  (a  free  black,)  and  on  the  south,  east,  and  west  liy  vacant  lands;  which  title 
your  niemorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Prince  (a  free  black)  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  211,  1815,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist,  as  will  be  seen  by  a 
certified  copy  of  a  deed  of  convej'ance  herewith  presented,  and  dated  March  30,  1821,  as  also  a  certified 
copy  of  said  royal  title,  dated  March  9,  1816.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  in 
possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Spain  and  resident  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

F.  M.  ARREDONDO,  Jr. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Prince  (a  free  black) 
for  the  175  acres,  dated  March  9,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Flora,  widow  of  Prince,  to  claimant,  of  the  115 
acres,  dated  June  30,  1821.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

[No.  70  was  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  commissioners.] 

No.  71.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 
Edward  M.   Wanton  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  aci-es  of  land 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apx)ointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Edward  M.  Wanton  respectfully  showeth:  Tnat  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's;  bounded  on  the 
east,  north,  and  south  by  public  lands,  and  on  the  west  by  the  said  St.  John's.  The  first  line  runs  from  an  ash 
north  75°  east,  30  chains,  to  a  pine;  the  second  line,  north  15°  west,  67  chains,  to  another  pine;  the  third  line, 
south  75°  west,  30  chains,  to  an  oak;  and  the  fourtli  line,  the  natural  boundary  of  the  said  river,  as  will  more 
fully  appear  by  referring  to  the  certificate  of  survey  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  November  17,  1819, 
herewith  presented;  which  title  j'our  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  by 
Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  which  said  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  is  part  of  a 
grant  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  made  to  your  memorialist  November  23,  1801,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  by  referring  to  the  original  memorial  and  decree,  dated  November  23,  1801,  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  public  archives.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  In  confirmation  of  the  title  of 
your  memorialist,  he  begs  leave  to  refer  this  honorable  board  to  the  before-mentioned  memorial  and  decree 
of  November  23,  1801,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives,  and  to  the  certificate  of  survey  of  George 
J.  F.  Clarke,  public  surveyor,  dated  November  17,  1819,  herewith  presented,  marked  exhibit  A.  All  which 
is  respectfully  submitted.     St.  Augustine,  November  28,  1823. 

EWARD  M.  WANTON, 
By  his  attorney,  THOS.  F.  CORNELL. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  White  of  the  land  to  claimant, 
dated  November  23,  1801.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated 
November  17,  1819,  of  the  two  hundred  acres.] 

decree  by  the  bo.\rd. 

The  board  ascertain  that  the  two  hundred  acres  of  land  which  is  claimed  is  part  of  a  grant  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  was  conceded  to  claimant  November  23,  1801,  by  Governor  White, 
without  condition.     The  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  him  and  his  heirs.     September  11. 

Edward  M.  Wanton  vs.  Tlie  Umted  States.     For  seven  hundred  andfftij  acres  of  land. 

Horatio  S.  Dexter,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  states  that  the  said  Edward  M.. 
Wanton  was  in  possession  of  the  tracts  called  Picolata  or  Wanton's  Plantation,  in  the  year  1814,  and  was 
.t-ultivating  the  same;  and  that  the  same  has  been  rented  out  ever  since.  Witness  judged  from  the 
appearance  that  the  same  had  been  cultivated  for  a  long  time. 

HORATIO  S.  DEXTER. 
Before  the  board  in  session  September  11,  1824. 

FRANCIS  J.  FATIO. 
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No.   72.— Rf.I'ort  No.  L— 1821. 
Echrard  31.    Wdtt/'Ot  vs.    The  Vnili'd  Stalvg.     Far  one  Iwndrcd  ami jlfhj  wrc^  nf  land. 

MKMdRlAI,. 

To  the  JwnorahJe  the  commis.'<ioners  appointed  to  a.^ccrlain  c/on/i.s  and  /(V/cs  to  landa  in  Ea.^-t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Edward  J[.  AVanton  respect riillj-showetli:  That  your  memorialist  claims  tilli'  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting-  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  cast  side  of  the  ri\-er  St.  Johns,  and 
known  b}-  the  name  of  Wanton's  Plantation,  bounded  on  the  north  and  south  by  lands  of  your  memorialist, 
on  the  east  by  ])ublic  lauds,  and  on  the  west  by  the  river  St.  John's.  The  lirst  line  runs  north  from  an 
oak  76°  east,  HO  chains,  to  a  pine;  second  line,  north  22^^  west,  52  ciiains,  to  another  pine;  third  line,  south 
68°  west,  30  chains,  to  a  maple;  and  the  fourth  line,  the  natural  boundary,  by  the  accompanying- certificate 
of  survey;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor 
\\'liite,  in  virtue  of  the  voyA  order  of  1790;  which  said  tract  of  one  hundred  ami  fifty  acres  is  part  of  a 
grant  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  made  to  your  memorialist  on  NovenJjcr  23,  1801.  And  your 
memorialist  farther  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  a  resident  of  Florida.  In  confirmation  of  the  title  of  your  memorialist,  he  begs  leave  to  refer 
this  honorable  board  to  the  original  memorial  and  decree  of  November  23,  1801,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
public  archives,  and  the  certificate  of  survey  of  G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  public  surveyor,  dated  November  17, 
ISiy,  herewith  presented,  marked  B.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  St.  Augustine,  November 
28,  1823. 

KrnVAKD  .M.  WANTON, 
By  his  attorney,  THOMAS  F.  CORNELL. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  of  the  land  by  Goveror  White  to  claimant,  dated 
November  23,  1801.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  November  17,  1811.I.] 

rEcnf;E  by  the  bo.vrd. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  exhibited  to  the  board  a  concession  without  condition  made  to  him  by 
Governor  AYhite  November  23,  1801,  together  with  survey  thereof.  The  board  deeming  this  claim  to  be 
valid,  they  therefore  confirm  it  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  11. 

No.  73.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 

Mary  Funtane  vs.   The   United  States.     For  four  liundred  and  ninety  five  ae7-es  of  land. 

memori.vl. 

To  the  honorable  the  commi.'^sioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Mary  Foutaue,  the  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Fontane,  deceased,  respect- 
fully showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  ninety 
five  acres,  situated  at  the  head  of  Moultrie  creek,  bounded  on  the  south  with  lands  of  Julian  Daniel 
Sweeny,  the  first  line  of  survey  beginning  at  a  pine  marked  F,  running-  south  70°  west,  36  chains,  to  a 
pine  S  y  F;  thence  north  25°  west,  35  chains  86  links;  thence  north  20°  west,  34  chains  50  links,  to  a 
pine  F;  thence  north  70°  east,  70  chains  36  links,  to  a  pine  F;  thence  south  20°  east,  34  chains  50  links; 
thence  25°  east,  35  chains  86  links,  to  the  beginning  pine;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an 
absolute  title  made  to  Joseph  Fontane  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  a 
certified  copy  of  which,  dated  April  4,  1816,  accompanies  this  petition;  and  your  petitioner  will  file,  when 
required,  the  plat  of  Robert  McHardy,  and  the  authorization  of  the  government  to  the  said  Robert  ilcllardy. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth;  that  she  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  said  lands;  that  she  is  a 
citizen  of  East  Florida  and  resident  of  the  same.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  dutv  bound,  pray,  &c. 

JOllX  M.  FONTANE, 
Fur  -MARY  FONTANE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  b3'  Governor  Coppinger  to  Jose  Fontane  for  the 
four  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  dated  April  4,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.IRD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to  the 
claimant. 

Xo.  74.— Repmrt  No.  1.— 1S24. 

Andrew  Atbiiison  vs.  The   United  Slates.     For  two  hundred  and  tiren/y  anvs  of  land. 

MEMORI.U.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  app>ointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Andrew  Atkinson,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  situated  between  North  river 
and  Guana  creek,  bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Peter  Maestre,  and  on  the  north  by  lands  of  Juan 
Carpo,  east  by  Guana  creek,  and  west  by  the  North  river,  agreeably  to  plat  .V;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  concession  made  to  Andrew  Atkinson,  April  20,  1793,  by  Governor  Quesada,  in  virtue  of  the 
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royal  order  of  ;  and  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  flags,  and 

now  is,  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  the  said  land;  tliat  he  is  a  citizen  of  the   United  States  and 
resident  of  Philadelphia.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ANDREW  ATKINSON, 
By  GEO.  GIBBS,  Attornnj  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  by  Governor 
Quesada  to  claimant,  dated  April  29,  1193  ] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  of  six  caballerias 
and  twenty  acres,  dated  May  27,  17  93. J 

DECREE    BY  THE    BO.\RD. 

It  appears  in  this  case  that  Governor  Quesada,  April  29,  1793,  conceded  the  land  to  the  claimant 
without  condition,  and  in  May  of  the  same  year  it  was  surveyed.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm 
this  claim  to  Atkinson  and  his  heirs.     September  15. 

No.  75  — Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
William  Walker  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  seventy-Jive  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  William  Walker  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  situated  in  East  Florida,  in  a  little  island  situated 
in  the  northern  branch  of  Nassau  river,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Cypress  Grove,  bounded  on  the 
cast  and  north  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  w&st  by  the  river  Nassau;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  royal  title  made  to  him  February  16,  1816,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
October  29,  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands; 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United   States  and  resident  of  Georgia.     He  nrays  confirmatioa  of  his  title,  &c. 

WILLIAM  WALKER. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  claimant  for  the 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  dated  Februaiy  16,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  establishes  title  to  the  land  by  exhibiting  a  roj'al  title  made  to  him  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger February  16,  1816.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
to  him  and  his  heirs.     September  17. 

No.  76.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Andrew  Fleym's  heiis  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  five  hundred  aci-es  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Andrew  Pleym  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  place  called  Doctor's  Lake,  on  the  St. 
John's  river,  formerly  occupied  by  Christopher  Nell}^,  in  the  time  of  the  British,  and  has  not  been  surveyed; 
which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  the  said  Andrew  Pleym  by  Governor  Quesada, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  which  said  grant  is  dated  February  10,  1791,  as  appears  by  a  copy 
of  the  said  grant  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialists  furtlier  showeth  that  the  said  Andrew 
Pleym  was  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands  from  the  time  of  the  grant  till  1794,  when  there  was  a  revo- 
lution in  the  province,  and  the  Spanish  government  ordered  all  the  settlements  on  the  west  side  of  the 
St.  John's  river  to  be  destroyed,  which  was  accomplished  by  the  officers  of  the  gun-boats,  and  the 
inhabitants  [removed]  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  river;  that  the  said  Andrew  Pleym  died  soon  after; 
that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Georgia.     St.  Augustine,  October  10,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimo.nts. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  Quesada  to  Andrew  Pleym  of  the  land, 
dated  February  10,  1791. J 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's,  ss. 

Joseph  Summerall,  lieing  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say:  That  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Andrew 
Pleym,  and  that  the  said  Plej'm  settled  on  the  land  situated  on  an  island  on  the  St.  John's  river,  at  a 
place  called  Doctor's  Lake,  about  the  year  1789;  continued  to  live  upon  it  till  the  year  1794,  when,  on 
account  of  the  disturbances  of  1794,  called  Wagner's  war,  the  Spanish  government  ordered  all  the 
settlers  on  the  west  side  of  the  St.  John's  river  (where  tliis  island  lies)  to  remove  on  the  east  side,  and 
sent  the  gun-boats  to  burn  and  destrcjy  all  the  plantations,  in  order  to  compel  the  inhabitants  to  remove 
on  tlie  cast  side  of  the  river.  Deponent  furtlier  saj-s  that  the  said  Pleym  built  a  house  and  cleared  about 
twenty  acres  of  the  said  land  upon  this  place;  and  furtlier  says  not. 

JOSEPH  SUMMERALL. 

Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  December,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Judge  of  County  Court. 


1825.]  CLAIMS    IN    FLORIDA..  327 


DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRD. 

On  tlio  memorial  to  the  Spanish  government  by  A.  Pleym,  the  himl  was  a:ranteil  Felirnary  10,  1791, 
for  headrip;hts,  by  Governor  tincsachi.  It  appeareil  tliat  tlie  g'rantee,  in  ciinse(|n('ni-e  <il'  liic  revdhitioii  (if 
tlie  province,  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  iilace.  This  being-  deemed  a  vaHd  .grant,  the  samr  is  iicrcby 
coutirmed  to  claimants.     September  2o. 

No.  77.— Kci'ORT  No.  1.— 1824. 

Philip  Emhara  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  h^nidred  oe/v'.s  cjf  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Philip  Enibara  respectfnlly  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  uf 
land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  about  tliree  miles  west  fr(.)m  the  ferry,  at  a  place  called 
Pivit,  in  St.  John's  county,  East  Florida,  bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  belonging-  to  Isaac  Wiekes,  on 
all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands;  beginning-  at  a  pine  marked  E,  running-  thence  north  85°  east,  20  chains, 
to  another  pine;  thence  south  6°  east,  415  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  E;  thence  north  00°  east,  21  chains,  to 
a  pine  marked  E;  thence  south  6°  east,  54  chains,  to  the  beginning,  as  will  ajipear  by  a  plat  and  certiticate 
of  surve}' herewith  filed,  made  by  R.  Mcllardy,  dated  March  II,  1817,  and  marked  C;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  October  29,  1790;  a  certified  copy  of  said  concession  is  herewith  filed,  marked  A,  and 
dated  Januarj'  5,  1807;  and  also  a  memorial  and  order  of  survey,  dated  March  3,  1817,  herewith  filed, 
marked  B.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he 
is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  John's  county,  in  East  Florida.  He  praj's  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  said  lands.     All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

PHILIP  E.MBARA. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  White  of  the  one  hundred  acres,  dated 
Januarj'  5,  1807.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  R.  McUard}-  of  the  one  hundred 
acres,  dated  March  11,  1817. J 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  Governor  White  conceded  the  land  to  claimant  January  5,  1807;  that  it  was 
surveyed  March  II,  1817,  by  Robert  McIIardj',  the  surveyor  appointed  by  government.  The  board 
deeming-  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  it  is  tlierefore  confirmed  to  claimant  and  his  heirs. 

"No.  78.— Report  No.  I.— 1824. 

William  Pengree  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Pengree,  by  Julius  Alford,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting-  of  one  thousand  acres,  situated  near  the  head  of 
the  creek  called  Naponacema,  and  near  Doctor's  lake,  on  a  creek  about  five  miles  from  his  lands,  bounded 
by  vacant  lauds,  and  has  not  been  surveyed  as  far  as  memorialists  know;  and  which  title  your  memorialists 
derive  from  a  concession  made  to  William  Pengree,  January  29,  1793,  by  Governor  (|uesada,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  October,  1790,  a  copy  whereof  is  liereby  submitted,  marked  P;  and  your  memorialists 
further  show  that  they  are  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands;  that  they  were  so  during-  the  life  of  the 
grantee,  and  many  years  afterwards;  but  finally  they  were  removed  to  the  State  of  Georgia  by  the 
provinces  of  East  Florida,  where  they  have  since  resided;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  residents  of  Georgia,  as  aforesaid.     They  pray  confirmation  of  their  title.     All  of  which  is  submitted. 

JULIUS  ALFORD,  for  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Pengree,  deceased. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  Quesada  of  the  one  thousand  acres, 
dated  January  29,  1793.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

Tlie  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  on  claimants'  producing-  the  concession  made  to 
William  Pengree  by  Governor  Quesada,  dated  January  29.  1793,  said  concession  being  without  condition. 
In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  one  thousand  acres  of  land  to  claimants  and  their  heirs.  Sep- 
tember 25. 

TESTIMON'Y. 

Rebecca  Pengree's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  Jive  hundred  and  one  lliousand  acres  of  land. 

Joseph  Hogan,  being  sworn  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  states  that  he  knew  Rebecca  Pengree,  who 
cultivated  five  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  .east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's;  and  that  Mr.  Cook,  her 
son-in-law,  cultivated  those  lands,  as  well  as  others  on  the  opposite  side  of  said  river,  and  had  from  thirty 
to  forty  negroes. 

Bv  UNITED  STATES  ATTORNEY. 
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Witness  states  that  the  land  was  cultivated  in  1812,  and  a  small  part  thereof  afterwards. 

his 

JOSEPH  X  HOGAN. 

mark. 

Before  the  board,  in  session,  September  25,  1824. 

No,  19.— PiEPORT  No.  1.— 1824. 
Rebecca  Pengree's  heirs  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  fi\ie  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  coimnissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Piebecca  Pengree,  by  Julius  Alford,  respectfully  showcth:  That  your 
memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  adjoining  her  plan- 
tation, being  formerly  owned  by  Mr.s.  Jones,  in  St.  John's  river,  the  former  three,  the  latter  two  hundred 
acres,  which  has  never  been  surveyed;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  concession  made  to 
Kebecca  Pengree,  their  ancestor,  by  Governor  White;  a  certified  copy  of  said  concession  is  herewith 
submitted,  marked  4,  and  dated  May  9,  1798.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  legal 
possession  of  said  lands;  that  they  were  cultivated  by  the  said  Rebecca  Pengree  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  by  her  son,  George  Cook,  afterwards,  who  was  her  legal  heir;  and  since  his  death  they  are  the 
property  of  his  children,  the  memorialists,  who  reside  near  Greensborough,  in  the  State  of  Georgia;  that 
they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  as  aforesaid.      They  pray  confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

JULIUS  ALFORD,/o?-  the  heirs  of  Rebecca  Pengree. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  "V^Hiite  of  the  land,  dated  May  9,  1798.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John^s,  ss. 

Lodowick  Ashley,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say:  That  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Pengree,  who  formerly  lived  on  the  St.  John's  river;  that  she  died  about  twenty  years  ago, 
leaving  George  Cook,  her  son,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Lesley,  her  daughter,  her  only  heirs-at-law;  that  the  said 
Mrs.  Eliza  Lesley  died  some  years  after  her  mother,  witliout  children,  and  left  the  said  George  Cook,  her 
brother,  her  only  heir,  to  whom  her  property  descended;  and  the  said  George  Cook  became  possessed,  as 
heir-at-law  by  descent,  of  all  the  property  of  the  said  Mrs.  Pengree  and  the  said  Mrs.  Lesley;  that  the  said 
Cook  died  about  the  year  1815,  and  his  wife  died  about  three  months  after,  leaving  the  following  children, 
their  only  heirs-at-law  by  descent,  viz:  Louisa  Rogers,  the  wife  of  Josiah  Rogers;  Eliza  Alfred,  the  wife 
of  Julius  C.  Alfred;  Jane  Cook  and  George  A.  Cook,  all  of  them  now  residing  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
are  the  daughters  of  this  deponent's  sister. 

LODOW.  ASHLEY. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  December  30,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Judge  of  County  Court. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  on  claimants'  producing  the  concession  made  to 
Rebecca  Pengree  by  Governor  White,  dated  May  9,  1798,  said  concession  being  without  condition.  In 
consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  five  hundred  acres  ol  land  to  claimants  and  their  heirs.     September  25. 

No.  80.— Report  No.  4.— 1824. 

Sarah  Petty  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land— fifty  only  confirmed. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Sarah  Petty,  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  in  East  Florida,  respectfully 
showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  situate  on  the  St.  John's 
river,  near  Buena  Vi.sta,  bounds  not  known,  not  having  been  surveyed,  which  she  ac(iuired  as  only  heir  to 
Elizabeth  Houston,  her  mother,  who  purchased  the  same  from  Thomas  Rodgers  November  4,  1805,  as 
appears  by  his  receipts  attached  to  the  certificate  of  tlie  secretary  of  the  Spanisli  government  at  that  time, 
and  which  are  herewith  presented,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  said  lands  were  granted  to  the  said  Thomas 
Rodgers  by  the  Spanish  government  September  5,  1804,  the  (Original  concession  being,  as  is  supposed,  in  the 
office  of  the  archives  of  East  Florida.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  tiiat  the  said  Thomas  Rodgers 
was  in  actual  jiusscssion  of  the  said  lands  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  the  grant,  when  the  same  was  sold 
to  the  said  Elizaljotli  Houston,  the  mother  of  your  memorialist,  who  was  in  possession  from  that  time  till  the 
revolution  of  1812,  when  she  was  obliged  to  leave  the  same  on  account  of  tiie  troubles  of  the  times,  and 
the  same  are  now  occupied.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c.     St.  Augustine,  August  20,  1823. 

J.  B.  STRONG,  Claimanes  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Governor  AVhite  to  Thomas 
Rodgers  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  dated  September  5,  1804.] 

[Here  follows  a  receipt  from  Rodgers  to  Mrs.  Houston  of  certain  articles,  in  consideration  for  his 
property,  dated  November  4,  1805.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOAED. 

In  this  case  fifty  acres  only  were  proven  to  have  been  conceded  to  Tiiomas  Rodgers  September  5, 
1804,  by  Governor  White,  as  per  certified  copy  of  concession  exhibited.  Rodgers,  it  appears  by  a  receipt, 
conveyed  to  Mrs.  Houston,  mother  of  claimant,  his  property  at  Buena  Vista.  The  board  ascertaining  that 
title  to  only  fifty  acres  of  land  has  been  made  out,  they  only  confirm  that  quantity  to  claimant  and  her 
heirs.     September  25. 
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No.  81.— Kkfout  No.  1.— 1824. 
Sumli  Pdli/  Vf^.  Till'  l'iii'/c<l  S/iili'.t.     For  lu-o  huinlrrd  acrc^  of  laml. 


To  the  honorable  the  commixiihmertf  appoinied  to  a^vrriain  cluima  and  titles  to  land.-;  in  luisl  Florida: 

Tlie  petition  of  Sarah  Petty  respuctrully  wlioweth:  Tliat  your  luciiiorialist  claims  title  to  a  liact  of 
land  eoiisistinj;"  of  two  liuiulrci.1  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  MaryV.  aud  is  liounded  as  follows:  The 
lirst  line  runs  south  10^  west,  to  a  pine  bounded  on  the  borders  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  40  chains;  the 
second  line  runs  north  45°  west,  40  chains,  to  a  pine  tree;  the  third  line  runs  north  45°  east,  to  a  stake  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  40  chains,  running  along  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  tinst  bounds; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  survey  and  jjlat  made  to  John  Houston,  by  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  1190,  by  Pedro  Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake,  herewith  produced,  dated  A|iril  1^,  1702,  aud  the 
said  John  Houston,  having'  died,  left  your  memorialist  his  heir-aplaw.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  she  is  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was.  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  she  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  November  28,  1823. 

J.  P.  STRONG,  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  aud  ]ilat  of  survey  hy  Pedro  Marrot  aud  Samuel  Eastlake 
of  the  land  (six  caballerias,)  dated  April  13,  1792.] 

Territoky  of  Flokid.\,  St.  John's  Count y : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Sarah  Faulk,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that,  in  the 
year  l'i93,  this  deponent  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  Houston,  and  that  ho  lived  at  a  i)lacc  called 
Cotton's  Blutf,  about  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Little  St.  Mary's,  on  the  south  side  of  St.  Marj''s 
river;  and  also  that  he  occupied  one  other  place  on  the  same  side  of  St.  Mary's  river,  about  twenty  miles 
above,  called  Hickory  Grove;  which  two  tracts  this  deponent  lived  on  eight  years,  and  that  the  new  Mr. 
Houston  obtained  of  the  Spanish  government;  and  that  the  above-described  tracts  are  the  same  now 
claimed  by  George  Petty  in  behalf  of  his  wife. 

SARAH  FAULK. 

S%vorn  to  and  subscribed  this  10th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1823. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  J.  P. 

DECREE    BY  THE   BOARD. 

In  this  case  tlie  claimant  produced  to  the  board  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot, 
dated  April  13,  1792,  to  John  Houston,  from  whom  she  inherited  the  land.  It  appeared  by  the  affidavit 
of  Sarah  Faulk  that  Houston  inhabited  the  place  as  far  back  as  1793.  This  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  a  title  which  was  valid  under  the  Spanish  government,  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  claimant 
and  her  heirs.     September  27. 

No.  82.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Sarah  Petty  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORHL. 

2b  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Sarah  Petty,  (only  heir  of  John  Houston,  deceased,)  resident  of  East  Florida,  and 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  six  caballerias 
(equal  to  two  hundred  acres)  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  and  bounded  as  per  survey  and 
plat  herewith,  bounds  noted  in  the  margin;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  her  father,  to  whom 
the  same  was  surveyed  and  laid  off  by  Pedro  Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake,  March  30,  1792,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  states  that  her  said  father  was,  from  the  time  of 
the  said  survey  and  making  of  the  plat,  which  is  herewith  presented,  in  the  actual  possession  and  culti- 
vating the  said  tract  of  land  for  several  years,  till  he  was  murdered  by  the  Indians,  when  his  family,  in 
fear  for  the  safety  of  their  lives,  left  the  place  and  have  been  prevented  from  taking  possession  of  the 
same  by  reason  of  one  Ilobkirk  and  others  having  settled  on  the  same.  All  which  is  resi)ectfu]ly  submitted, 
&c.     St.  Augustine,  September  26,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

The  above  land  is  bounded  as  follows:  The  first  line  runs  south  from  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross,  on 
the  margin  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  terminating  at  another  pine  with  the  same  mark,  45  chains;  the 
second  runs  west,  and  terminates  at  a  stake  with  the  same  mark,  4(3  chains;  the  third  runs  from  the 
stake  to  another,  with  the  same  mark,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  joining  lands  of  John  Forrester, 
and  is  measured  45  cliains;  thence  along  the  margin  of  the  river  to  the  first  bound. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  and  Samuel 
Eastlake,  of  the  two  hundred  acres,  dated  March  30,  1792.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  jS7.  John's  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Smith,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that,  about 
the  year  1787,  until  1793,  this  deponent  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  Houston,  who  lived  on  St. 
Mary's,  on  the  further  side  of  the  river;  was  repeatedly  at  said  Houston's  house,  at  two  separate  places 
on  said  river,  one  at  a  bluflf  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Little  St.  Mary's  river,  the  other  about  twenty 
miles  above,  by  land;  which  two  places  I  understood  said  Houston  to  own  under  the  Spanish  government, 
and  which  said  tracts  I  believe  to  be  claimed  by  George  Petty,  in  behalf  of  his  wife. 

SAMUEL  SMITH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  December,  1823. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANK,  J.  P. 
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DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRD. 

In  this  case  the  chiimaiit  produced  to  the  board  a  certificate  and  phit  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot, 
dated  March  30,  1792,  to  John  Houston,  from  wlioni  she  inherited  tlie  land.  It  appeared  by  tlie  affidavit 
of  Samuel  Smith  that  Houston  inhabited  the  place  as  far  back  as  1781  and  1793.  This  being-,  in  the 
opinion  (jf  the  board,  a  title  which  was  valid  under  the  Spanish  government,  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed 
to  claimant  and  her  heirs.     September  27. 

No.  83.— PiEPOKT  No.  1.— 1824. 
Joseph  Summemll  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoraUe  the  commi.-tsioiuvs  apjminted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Summerall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
consistinj;-  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  five  miles  from  Nassau  river,  on  the  head  of  the  river, 
on  the  creek  called  AVilliam's,  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  stake,  thence  south  45^  east,  40  chains, 
west  40  chains,  to  another  stake;  thence  soutli  45°  west,  30  chains;  thence  nortli  45°  west,  40  chains,  to 
another  pine;  thence  north  45°  east,  38  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  all  which  appear  by  a  survey 
and  plat  made  by  Pedro  Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake  March  11,  1792,  which  is  herewith  presented; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  survey  plat  made  to  himself  by  government,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  orders  of  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  now,  and  was  at  the  cession,  in 
actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  St. 
Augustine,  September  17,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned 
judge  for  the -distribution  of  hinds  of  four  caballerias  and  seventeen  acres;  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
surveyed  for  claimant,  dated  March  11,  1792.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

It  appears  in  this  case  that  Pedro  Marrot  surveyed  and  delivered  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  to  claimant,  March  11,  1792.  The  survey  being  considered  by  the  board  as  authorized  by  the 
Spanish  government,  they  confirm  it  to  claimant  and  Ids  heirs.     December  28. 

No.  84.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 

Josejjh  Summerall  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land.. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Joseph  Summerall,  your  memorialist,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land 
consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  at  Long  bluff,  on  St.  Mary's  river — not  having  been  surveyed, 
the  boundaries  are  not  known;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  decree  made  to  your  memorial- 
ist by  governor  Quesada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  dated  Ajiril  20,  1792,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  tliat  he  is  now,  and  was  at  the  cession,  in 
actual  jtossession  of  said  lands  by  his  tenant;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of 
Fhjrida.     St.  Augustine,  September  20,  1803. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG, /oj-  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  concession  (translated)  of  the  land  bj'  Governor  Quesada  to  claimant,  dated  April 
28,  1792.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

It  appears  in  this  case  that  Governor  Quesada  conceded  the  land  to  claimant,  April  28,  1792,  without 
condition.  Being  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  the  board  confirm  it  to  claimant  and  his 
heirs.     September  28. 

No.  85.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 

Josejjh  Summerall  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memori.\l. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed'  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Summerall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  ' 
of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  St.  John's  river,  and  bounded  as  follows:  The 
first  line  runs  north  from  a  gum  tree  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  banks  of  St.  John's  river,  seventy-seven 
chains  fifty-hundredths,  to  a  stake  with  the  same  mark;  thence  west  from  said  stake  to  another  stake  with 
a  cross,  thirty-eight  chains  seventy-five-hundredths;  thence  south  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  forty-nine  chains 
fifty-hundredths,  fronting  partly  on  the  bunk  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  jiartly  on  an  enserada  of  the  same 
river;  all  which  will  appear  by  an  original  survey  and  plat  made  by  Peter  Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake, 
November  11,  1791,  liercwith  presented;  which  title  j'our  memorialist  derives  from  a  survey  made  to 
Diego  Clatworthy  by  order  of  the  Spanish  governor,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  and  the  said 
Diego  Clatworthy  having  died,  left  throe  children,  all  of  whom  died,  when  the  mother  became  the  heir,  who 
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was  (iiie  Mary  Ami  t'latwcntliy.  On  OctnluT  '.1,  ISO,'),  she  made  licr  last  will  ami  Irslaincnl ,  ^-ixiiiu;-  tn  the 
said  Jiiscpii  Sniiiiiicrail  (with  whnin  siie  had  lived  and  liecu  siiiiinirti-d  t'nr  several  yeaisj  all  her  |irii|)<Tlv 
cxceiit  some  bequests,  as  will  apjiear  by  said  will  herewilli  ])reseuteil,  and  havini;- 'been  pmved  bv  Kdwaid 
Wanton,  a  subscribing-  witness,  the  other  beinj;-  dead.  And  your  memorialist  I'urther  showeth  llial  he  is 
now  in  lejyal  possession,  having-  a  tenant  on  the  premises,  and  was  in  ai'tual  [lossession  of  said  lands  till 
1812,  when  his  houses  were  burned  by  the  patriots  and  Imb'ans,  and  his  whole  plantation  destroyeil,  l'en<'es 
burnt,  orang'e  g-rove  destroyed,  t-attle  and  other  stock  killed  and  drove  oil',  when  he  was  obliged  "to  abandon 
it.  TIfe  I'-^panisli  government  have  always  since  said  bequest  recognized  said  lands  as  tlie  ju-opertv  ot 
this  claimant,  having'  occupied  it  with  their  knowledge;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  .States  and 
resident  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  September  3,  1823. 

.TOllX    ]',.   >T\U)S(:,  Al/nr,ii',/  Jur  C/aiinanl. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  c(>rtiticate  and  jilat  of  sur\-ey  by  I'edro  Marrot  <jf  nine  caballerias, 
or  three  hundred  acres,  to  James  I'latwortliy,  dated  NovtMnber  11,  IT'.il.] 

E.rtrart  I'rom  tin'  v'dl  nf  Jfnrij  .inn  C'lafirciiiJii/,  (h'rra^ed. 

"The  small  remainder  of  my  estate  I  give  to  my  very  gooil  frieml  Joseph  Snmmerall,  and  ilo  consti- 
tute him  executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  si.'t  my  hand 
and  seal  the  9th  dav  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1805. 

"MAI;Y  aw  CL.VTWOltTIIY. 
"Witnesses:  Enw.vr.n  Wanton. 
"John  Davis. 

"EurilEY  Sl'-MMER.A.LL." 

East  Florida,  St.  Julin'^  Countij: 

Edward  ^\'anton,  being-  duly  sworn,  doth  dejiose  and  say  that,  at  the  reipiest  of  .Mary  Ann  Clatworlhy, 
he  wrote  the  annexed  will  and  subscribed  the  same  as  a  witness;  and,  at  the  same  tinn',  John  Davis  and 
Eupbey  Suunnerall,  who  are  now  both  dead,  subscribed  the  same  as  witnesses  in  this  deponent's  presence, 
and  that  their  names  subscribed  as  witnesses  to  said  will  are  their  own  proper  hamUvriting;.  De|ionent 
further  says  that  the  said  Mary  Ann  was  the  w-idow  of  Diego  Clatworthy,  who  had  died  some  time  pre- 
vious, leaving  two  or  three  chililrcn;  that  all  the  said  children  died  after  their  i'ather  and  before  their 
mother,  who  was  Maiy  Ann  Clatworthy;  and  when  this  deponent  wrote  the  said  will  the  said  testator 
directed  him  to  draw  said  will  so  as  to  g-ivc  to  Joseph  Snmmerall  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  St.  John's  river, 
near  Buena  Vista,  which  was  granted  to  her  husband  in  the  year  1"01,  bya  survey  made  by  Don  Pedro 
Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake,  and  by  her  said  husband  left  to  his  children  by  descent,  and  at  their  death 
descended  to  the  said  Mary  Ann.  This  dcjionent  in  drawing-  said  will  made  nse  of  the  word  estate, 
supposing  it  sufficient  to  transfer  said  property  to  the  said  Summerall;  ami  further  savs  not. 

EDWARD  M.  WANTON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  mc  Seiitember  5,  1813. 

JAMES  S.  TINGLE,  Nofari/ Public,  St.  John's  Count'/. 

IlIiCREE   UY  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  produced  to  the  board  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot 
to  James  Clatworthy  for  the  three  hundred  acres,  which  descended  to  Mary  Ann  Clatworthj',  his  wife,  on 
his  and  their  children's  death.  Mary  Ann  Clatworthy  bequeathed  this  tract  to  claimant  by  her  last  will 
and  testament,  dated  October  9,  1805.  The  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  is  dated  November  11,  1791. 
This  being  a  title  which  we  ascertain  was  valid  under  the  Spanish  government,  the  same  is  hereb_y  con- 
firmed to  Joseph  Summerall  and  his  heirs.     September  28. 

No.  86.— IJerort  No.  1.-18-24. 
Wttliam  and  John  Lifton  vs.  The  United  Slate.^.     Claim  for  three  liundred  andjifttj  aerei  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  AVilliam  and  John  Lofton,  inhabitants  of  East  Florida  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  respectfully  showeth:  That  j'our  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting-  of  ten 
caballerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land,  (equal  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,)  situate  lietween  the 
St.  Mary's  and  Nassau  rivers,  distant  from  the  first  five  miles,  and  from  the  second  four  miles,  bounded  as 
per  margin  and  survey  herewith  presented;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  said  plat  and  survey 
made  by  Peter  Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake  to  their  grandfather,  John  Lofton,  as  appears  by  said  survey 
lierewith  presented,  dated  in  February,  l';92.  And  your  memorialists  further  state  that  tlieir  saiil  graml- 
father  was  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  said  lands  for  many  years,  and  that  it  descended  to  them  by 
the  death  of  tlieir  ancestors;  and  your  memorialists  arc  now  in  possession  by  their  agent.  -Vll  which  i.s 
respectfully  submitted.     St.  Augustine,  September  16,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  ./be  Claimant.-?. 

The  above  land  is  bounded  as  f<illows:  first  line  runs  north  70°  west,  from  a  pine  marked  with  a 
cross,  and  runs  to  a  poplar  with  a  cross,  distance  TO  chains;  second  line  runs  south  30°  west,  59  chains, 
to  a  pine;  third  line  runs  south  70°  east,  60  chains;  fourth  line  runs  south  30°  west,  59  chains;  all  which 
appears  bv  the  survey  of  Marrot  and  Eastlake  ami  the  plat  amiexed.  herewitli  presented. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  Pedro  Marrot  and  Samuel  East 
lake,  dated  1792.] 
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DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  tlii.s  c;isc  the  claimants  produced  to  the  board  a  certificutc  and  plat  of  survey  made  by  Pedro 
Marrot,  dated  1792,  to  John  Lofton,  from  whom  they  inherited  the  land.  The  board  referred  to  the  depo- 
'  sitions  exhibited  in  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Lofton  for  two  hundred  acres,  when  it  was  proven  that  John 
Lofton,  grandfather  of  the  claimants,  had  occupied  for  many  year.s  the  tract  now  claimed.  Being  of  the 
opinion  that  this  would  have  been  a  valid  grant  had  Florida  remained  a  Spanish  province,  we  confirm  it 
to  claimants.     September  28. 

No.  87.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
William  and  Julin  Lofton  vs.  The  United  Statesf.     For  three  hundred  andffty  acres  of  land. 


To  the  homiratili'  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  AVilliam  and  John  Lofton  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  tln'ce  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  between  St.  Mary's  and  Nassau 
rivers,  and  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  cypress,  thence  running  south  60°  cast,  60  chains,  to  a 
stake;  thence  north  30°  east,  59  chains,  to  a  poplar;  thence  north  60°  west,  60  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence 
south  30°  west,  50  chains,  to  the  first  bound,  as  appears  by  the  survey  and  plat  made  by  Pedro  Marrot 
and  Sanuiel  Eastlake,  by  order  of  the  Spanish  government;  which  survey  and  plat  is  herewith  presented, 
and  is  dated  February  24,  1792;  wliich  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  survey  and  plat  made  to 
John  Lofton,  their  father,  who  is  since  dead,  by  order  of  the  Spanish  government.  And  your  memorialists 
further  show  that  they  are  now  and  were  at  the  cession  in  actual  possession  of  said  land;  that  they  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  September,  18,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimants. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  of  the  land  by  Pedro  Marrot  and 
Samuel  Eastlake,  dated  February  24,  1792,  surveyed  and  laid  off  for  John  Lofton.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  the  claimants  produced  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot,  dated 
February  24,  1792,  to  John  Lofton,  from  whom  they  inherited  the  land.  The  board  referred  to  the  depo- 
sitions exhibited  in  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Lofton  for  two  hundred  acres,  and  find  that  the  original  grantee, 
John  Lofton,  father  of  the  claimants,  had  occupied  for  many  years  the  tract  now  claimed.  Being  of  the 
opinion  tiiat  this  would  have  been  a  valid  grant  had  Florida  remained  a  Spanish  province,  we  do  tlierefore 
confirm  it  to  claimants.     September  28. 

William  and  John  Lofton  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Charles  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that,  at  the  time  the  survey  in  this  case 
bears  date,  the  Loftons,  the  claimants,  were  residing  on  the  land  embraced  by  this  survey,  had  been 
residing  there  three  or  four  years  before,  and  still  reside  there,  or  did  last  year. 

CHARLES  W.  CLARKE. 

Before  me,  this  21st  of  September,  1825. 

D.  FLOYD. 

No.  88.— Report  No.  1.— 1S24. 
Fedro  Trope  vs.  The  United  States.    Fur  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

lIEilORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioneis  ajjjxjinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Pedro  Trope,  native  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine  and  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  situated  at  the  Mosquitos,  and  boundary  unknown,  not  having  been  surveyed;  the 
titU^  is  in  the  office  of  the  archives  in  this  city,  a  certificate  of  which  is  herewith  presented;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  his  mother,  Maria  Ortega,  he  being  the  only  surviving  heir;  which  grant 
was  made  to  him  by  the  Spanish  government  iiarch  15,  1803.  Your  memorialist  further  .states  that  his 
father  occupied  the  said  lands  for  nine  years  previous  to  the  making  the  said  grant,  but  that  tlie  trouble 
of  the  times  and  the  want  of  protection  from  the  Spanish  government  have  prevented  him  from  taking 
possession  since  the  grant  was  made. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Governor  White  to  Maria  Ortega 
of  Ihe  150  acres,  dated  March  15,  1803.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to  his  mother  by  Governor 
White,  dated  March  15,  1815.  It  was  proven  that  the  land  was  occupied  by  the  parents  of  the  claimant 
for  nine  years. — (See  testimony  of  Jos.  Hernandez.)  This  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  a  valid 
Spanish  grant,  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  Trope  and  his  heirs. 

[Note. — No.  89  was  not  returned  to  the  General  Laud  Office  by  the  commissioners.] 
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X(i.  110.— PiKroRT  No.  1.— IS24. 
Gcon^e  F.  and  Oliver  Prt/iut'.s  v.-^.  Tin'  I'liilid  Stales.     Fur  tirn  Ituadrrd  and  furl  ij-jirc  acrc.-i  a/'  lanil. 

MKMliKI.VI.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Fhirida  : 

The  petition  of  George  F.  and  Oliver  Pahiics  respectfully  showetli:  That  your  nicnioriall.sls  (  laim  t  illc 
to  a  tract  of  land  consisting'  of  two  hundred  and  fortj'-livc  acres,  situated  in  St.  Domingo  plains,  Imundrd 
on  tlie  north  by  the  lands  of  Francisco  Sanchez,  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  John  Andres,  on  the  east  by 
the  tract  of  Santa  Lucia,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  pine  lands,  beginning  thence  south  00°  west,  49 
chains  55  links,  to  an  oak;  thonco  south  10°  cast,  49  chains  55  links,  to  a  pine;  thence  north  00°  east,  49 
chains  55  links,  to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  plat  herewith  exhibited,  marked  A,  dated  Sejitemlier 
12,  1810;  wliicli  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Francisco  Medicis  by  Governor 
("oppingcr,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815;  who  sold  the  same  to  Jos('|ih  Delespin,  liy 

conveyance  dated ;  ■who  sold  the  same  to  Gabriel  W.  I'erpall,  by  deed  dated  December  23,  I81G; 

who  sold  the  same  to  Joseph  Wales,  by  deed  dated  October  3, 1817;  Avho  sold  the  same  to  I'aul  Dupon,  by 
deed  dated  .May  27,  IS] 8;  who  sold  the  same  in  trust  for  memoriah'sts  as  will  appear  by  bond  of  Uupon 
herewith  e.xhiiiited,  all  other  intermediate  conveyance  lieing  in  the  office  of  the  arcliives  in  St.  Augustine; 
and  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  legally  seized  of  said  lands;  that  they  and  those  under 
whom  they  claim  are  all  citizens  of  the  L'nitcd  States,  and  were  so,  or  were  citizens  of  Florida,  at  the  time 
of  cession  of  said  Florida,  in  the  year  1821;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  L'nitcd  States  and  residents  of 
Savannah,  in  Georgia.     They  pray  confirmation  of  title,  i!cc. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

GEORGE  F.  PALMES. 
OLIVER  PALMES. 

« 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppmger  to  Francisco  Medicis 
for  the  245  acres  of  land,  dated  February  15,  1810,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815. J 

[Here  follows  an  abstract  from  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  showing  conveyances  frum  Medicis 
to  Joseph  Delespin,  from  him  to  G.  AV.  Perpall,  from  him  to  Joseph  "Wales,  and  from  liim  to  Paul  Dupon, 
in  trust  for  claimants.] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  of  the  245  acres.] 

DECREE  BY  TOE  BO.VRD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  lie  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  to  claimants. 

No.  91.— Rerort  No.  1.— 1824. 
A.  E.  Ferguson's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fixe  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI-VL. 

To  the  Iwnorable  the  commis.sioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Artemas  Elliot  Ferguson  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
menic.irialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  seven  acres,  situated  in  East 
Florida,  on  St.  John's  river,  being  a  plantation  known  by  the  name  of  Sausouces,  beginning  at  an  oak,  on 
the  margin  of  St.  John's  river,  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  west,  120  chains,  to  a  stake,  bounded  by  lands 
known  by  the  name  of  St.  Andrew's  Point,  on  that  line;  thence  nortli,  42  chains  50  links,  to  a  stake;  thence 
east,  120"  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  margin  of  the  river;  thence  with  the  meanders  of  the  river  to  the 
beginning,  as  appears  by  survey  of  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  Februaty  20,  1793,  in  the  oflQco  of  the  archives; 
which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  them  October  5,  1811,  by  Governor 
Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they 
are  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Georgia. 
The\'  iiray  a  confirmation  of  their  title,  &c. 

SUSAN  SLUGII, 
Widow  of  A.  E.  Ferguson,  for  herself  and  his  heirs. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Artemas  Elliot  Ferguson 
for  the  land,  dated  October  5,  1811,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.]     v 

PECREE   liV  THE  BO.\RD. 

We  ascertain  this  claim  to  be  a  valid  one  by  claimants  exhibiting  the  royal  title  in  absolute  property 
made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Artemas  E.  Ferguson,  from  whom  the  above  claimants  iidierit  the  land, 
dated  October  5,  1811.     In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  the  clainumts. 

Xo.  92.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
A.  E.  Fergu.'?on's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  forty-three  a^id  one-third  acres  of  land. 

MEMORHL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Artemas  Elliot  Ferguson  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  forty-three  and  one-third  acres,  situated  on  Doctor's 
creek,  adjoining  the  plantation  of  Armonica,  belonging  to  memorialists,  beginning  at  a  laurel,  marked  with 
a  cross,  upon  the  bank  of  Doctor's  creek;  thence  north  20°  east,  15  chains,  to  a  stake;   thence  north  45° 


,334  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  454. 

west,  35  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  south  80°  west,  13  chains  to  a  laurel  on  the  bank 
of  Doctor's  creek,  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  along  the  bank  of  Doctor's  creek  to  the  beginning,  as 
appears  by  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  February  27,  1793,  filed  in  the  archives  office,  wliich 
title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  memorialists  October  7,  1811,  by  Governor 
Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790;  a  certified  copy  of  said  roj-al  title  is  herewith 
exhibited,  marked  I?.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands; 
that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Georgia.  They  pray  a  confirmation  of  their 
title,  &c. 

SUSAN  SLUGH, 
Wicloiu  of  A.  E.  Ferguson,  for  herself  and  heirs. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Artcmas  E.  Ferg'uson 
for  the  laud,  dated  October  7,  1811,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

We  ascertain  this  grant  to  be  a  valid  one  by  claimants  exhibiting  the  royal  title  in  absolute  property 
made  by  Governor  Estrada  t(.i  Artemas  E.  Ferguson,  from  whom  the  above  claimants  inherit  the  laud,  dated 
October  7,  1811.     Li  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  them.     September  29. 

No.  93.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
John  Gianopobj  vs.  The  United  States.     For  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjMinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Gianopoly  respectfully  showeth:  That  yoi^'  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  place  west  of  the  lagoon  of  St.  Marcos,  distance 
twelve  miles  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  commencing  at  a  pine  tree,  marked 
C;  thence  running  west,  60  chains,  to  a  sweet  laurel,  marked  X;  thence  north  17°  west,  113  chains,  to  a 
pine  tree,  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  parallel  to  the  first  line,  58  chains,  all  which  appears  by  the  plat 
and  survej' herewith  presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  himself  by 
Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  tlie  royal  order  of  1790,  dated  in  July,  1799,  as  appears  by  tlie  certificate  of 
the  government  secretary  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lauds,  and  has  been  ever  since  the  grant,  except  having  been  driven  therefrom  three 
different  times  by  the  Indians  and  patriots;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Governor  AVhite  to  claimant, 
dated  July  6,  1799.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  certificate  and  plat  of  Burvey  by  Andres  Burgevin  of  the  500  acres 
of  land.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  exhibited  to  the  board  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  by  Governor 
White  to  him,  dated  July  6,  1799,  together  with  a  survey.  It  was  proven  by  Bennet  and  Segur  that 
claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the  500  acres  for  many  j-ears.  AVc  deem  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish 
grant,  and  confirm  it  to  Gianopoly  and  his  heirs.     September  30. 

Ho.  94.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 
John  Gianopoly  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  ten  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titlc%  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Gianopoly  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  ten  acres,  situated  without  the  1,500  yards,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  beginning 
at  a  stake  on  the  public  road,<thence  running  N.  22°  W.,  11  chains  12  links,  to  a  stone;  thence  N.  68°  E., 
9  chains;  thence  S.  22°  E.,  11  chains  12  links;  thence  to  the  first  beginning,  as  appears  by  the  survey 
and  plat  herewith  presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  himself  by 
Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  which  will  appear  by  the  copy  of  the  memorial  and 
decree  herewith  presented,  dated  June  1,  1807.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in 
actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  has  been  cultivating'  them  since  1807  to  this  time;  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  October  7,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  White  to  claimant  of  the  ten 
acres,  dated  June  1,  1807.] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  G.  Darling  of  the  ten  acres.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

AVe  find  in  this  case  that  Governor  White  conceded  the  ten  acres  to  claimant  on  June  1,  1807;  that 
he  has  been  in  the  cultivation  of  it  ever  since  it  was  granted,  and  that  it  was  surveyed.  We  do  hereby 
confirm  the  title  to  him.     September  30. 
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No.  Of).— Rkpoiit  \i..  1.— lS-24. 
vl.   J/'i/(/crr)  vs.  Till'  i'liilii/  Salrs.      I'm-  /irriili/-/iri' iirrrn  n/'  l/nnl. 

MK-MiilUAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  ei)iiniii.<.-tiiiiirr.<  niipninleil  to  nsi-rrlain  cliiiin.^  a  ml  tillea  In  l(iiiil.-<  in  FaiM  Flnriiln: 

The  lieirs  of  Antonio  ^Montom,  dcrcii.scil,  rcs[>i>i-tl'ull_v  slmw:  'I'liat  \nur  niciiiorialists  rlaini  tillr  (o 
a  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  twciity-livc  acres  of  lanil,  sitiiati'd  on  the  road  to  Caimaca.  and  adjoininj;-  the 
hands  of  John  (Jianopolj-,  bounded  as  foHows:  beginning'  at  a  stake  in  the  line  of  said  roail;  llicnee  22 
west,  27  chains  78  links,  to  a  stone;  thence  nortli  60^  east,  9  chains,  to  a  stake;  tlionec  sontli  22  '  easi,  27 
chains  78  links;  thence  to  the  ]ilace  of  beginning,  as  appears  by  the  snrvey  herewith  jiresented;  which 
title  yonr  nienioriali.sts  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  the  said  Antonio  Montero  by  Governor  White,  in 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  tif  17110,  as  appears  by  the  grant  herewith  presented,  dated  Januarj'  23,  1808. 
And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  the  said  Montero's  son-indaw,  John  (iiant)poly,  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands,  and  has  been  ever  since  the  grant  to  this  time,  cultivating  the  same  by  consent 
of  the  said  Montero  in  his  lifetime,  and  who,  by  a  verbal  conveyance,  liad  transferred  the  same  to  the 
said  John  (iianopoly,  who  had  marrieil  his  daughter,  and,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  ,S]ianisli  goverinnent, 
had  cultivated  the  same;  that  his  said  son-indaw,  John  (rianopoly,  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  .States  and 
resident  of  Florida.     .St.  Augustine,  October  7,  1823. 

JOHN   r..  STROXO,  Altnnieij  I'm-  Cluimiinl. 

[Here  toUows  the  translation  ol  the  concession  made  by  (Governor  White  to  claiinant  of  the  twenty- 
five  acres  of  land,  dated  January  23,  1808.] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  G.  Darling  of  the  twenty -five  acres.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BO.\RD. 

A\"e  find  in  this  case  that  the  twenty-five  acres  were  conceded  to  Antonio  Montero  January  23, 
1808,  by  Governor  Wliite;  that  the  same  was  cultivated  by  one  of  Montero's  family  for  many  years. 
We  do  hereby  confirm  the  title  to  claimants.     September  30. 

Xo.  90.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Beuben  Charles  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  Idles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Reuben  Charles  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  Consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  Nine-mile  spring,  on  the  King".s  road,  adjoining 
the  lands  of  Marshal  and  Hindsman,  and  has  not  been  survej'ed;  wiiich  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  Lewis  ."^cliofield  and  family  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790. 
The  said  .Schofield,  who  had  no  children,  took  posses.sion,  and  cultivated  it  some  time,  after  which  he 
absconded  with  a  woman  not  his  wife,  leaving  his  family;  that  his  wife,  Margaret  Schofield,  June 
2,  1823,  stdd  tlie  said  property  to  this  claimant  by  deed  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  now  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  ha.s  built  a  house  upon  the  same; 
that  the  grant  to  Lewis  Schofield  is  herewith  presented,  dated  June  16,  1796;  that  the  said  Schofield 
absconded  in  1812,  and  has  not  returned  since;  that  your  memorialist  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
and  resident  of  Florida. 

JOHN   B.  STRONG,  Attorneij  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  White  to  Lewis  Schofield  of  the  land, 
dated  June  16,  1796.] 

[Here  follows  the  conveyance  from  Margaret  Schofield  to  claimant,  dated  June  2,  1822.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  Governor  White  conceded  the  Imndred  acres  to  Lewis  Schofield,  without 
condition,  on  June  16,  1796.  Margaret,  wife  of  said  Lewis  Schofield,  on  June  16,  1822,  sold  and  conveyed 
the  land  to  claimant.  It  further  appeared  that  the  grantee  occupied  and  cultivated  the  place  for  many 
years,  (as  per  parol  testimony  of  Capo.)  This,  in  opinion  of  the  board,  being  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  they 
confirm  it  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     October  1. 

No.  97. — Report  No.  1. — 1824. 

Bartolome  de  Castro  ij  Ferrer  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     Claim  to  thirlij-Jive  acres  of  land. 

memori.il. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjpointcd  to  a.?cerlain  claims  and  lilies  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  resjiectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  crmsisting  of  thirty-five  acres,  situated  at  San  Pablo,  in  the  county  of  St.  John's, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  of  Catharine  Baker,  and  pine  barren,  and  has  not  been  surveyed;  which 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him,  in  absolute  property,  by  Governor  Coppinger, 
in    virtue   of  the   royal   order   of   1790,  on   April  16,   1817,  and   which   royal  grant  or  title  is   in   the 
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archives,  and  a  copy  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showcth  that  he  is  now,  and  was 
at  the  time  of  the  cession,  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
resident  of  East  Florida. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  ijropertij  to  tlurti/-Jice  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Don  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  at  the  ijlace  named 

St.  Pablo. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  governor,  political  and  military,  2)ro  tem.,  and  chief  of 

the  royal  revenue  of  tliis  place  and  province,  &c. : 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  -to  this  government  October  29,  1190,  by  the  captain 
general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  foreigners 
who  ofler  themselves,  of  their  own  I'ree  will,  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  shall  have  lands 
measured  to  them  gratis,  in  proportion  to  tlie  number  of  workers  which  each  family  may  have;  and 
Don  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  having  presented  himself,  soliciting  thirty-five  acres  of  land  which  are 
vacant,  to  the  north  of  those  of  his  property  at  the  plantation  known  as  St.  Pablo,  being  bounded  by  those 
of  Donna  Catharina  Baker,  and  on  the  east  and  west  by  Pablo  creek  and  pine  lands,  to  the  end  that  he 
may  add  them  to  his  above-mentioned  possession  on  account  of  the  increased  number  of  negroes  he  has 
for  their  cultivation,  I  have  thought  proper  to  accede  to  the  said  solicitation  by  my  decree  of  this  date, 
placed  in  the  process  which  exists  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary:  Wherefore,  I  have  granted,  and 
in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  do  grant,  unto  the  said  Don  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  the  before-mentioned 
thirty-live  acres  of  land,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  without  prejudice  to  a  third  person,  in 
absolute  property,  and  despatch  to  him,  as  I  do,  by  these  presents,  the  corresponding  title,  and  do  there- 
fore separate  from  the  royal  domain  all  right  and  dominion  it  has  in  said  lands,  and  do  cede  and  transfer 
it  unto  the  said  Don  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that  they  may  possess  it  as 
their  own,  iise  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  and 
customs,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  by  fact  or  law  belongs  to  it,  and  can  affect  it;  and,  at  their  pleasure, 
sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  shall  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can 
and  of  right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  being  countersigned  by  the  vmdersigned  notary  of  the  government  and  royal 
domain,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  10,  1811. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Entralgo,  Notary  of  Government,  d-c. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original  which  is  on  the  archives  in  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  in 
compliance  with  command,  and  the  desire  of  the  party,  I  sign  and  seal  this  present  testimonial  on  two 
leaves  of  common  paper,  the  stamp  not  being  used.     St.  Augustine,  April  10,  1817. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.^RD. 

We  ascertain  this  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  claimant  producing  a  royal  title  in  absolute  property 
made  to  him  April  10,  1817,  by  Governor  Coppinger.  We  therefore  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his 
heirs.     May  1,  1824. 

No.  98.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  twentyfive  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  he  claims  title  to  a  certain  lot  or 
tract  of  land  containing  25  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said  land  was 
originally  granted  March  10,  1807,  by  Governor  White,  then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  it  then  being 
a  province  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  to  Bartolome  Figueras;  that  the  said  Bartolome  Figueras,  with  the 
permission  of  Governor  Kindelan,  sold  and  conveyed  the  said  land  to  one  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo, 
jr.,  August  20,  181.3,  which  said  original  grant  and  the  said  conveyance  are  of  record  in  the  office  of  the 
keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  East  Florida,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  appear,  reference  being  thereto 
had;  that  the  said  land  is  situated  in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  at  Moultrie,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
lands  of  Lewis  Turnbas,  on  the  east  by  the  marsh  of  the  river  Matanzas,  and  on  the  west  by  public  lands; 
that  the  said  land  was  conveyed  by  the  said  Fernando  do  la  Maza  Arredondo  to  Samuel  Cook  in  fee 
simple,  by  deed  bearing  date  March  29,  1822,  which  is  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court  for  St.  John's  countj^,  and  that  the  said  Samuel  Cook,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  by  your 
memorialist  to  him,  convej'cd  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances  to  your  memorialist  by  deed  bearing 
date  September  29,  1823,  which  said  deed  is  also  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  said  clerk  of  the  said  county 
court.  Your  memorialist  avers  and  shows  that  the  said  Bartolome  Figueras  was,  when  the  said  land  was 
so  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  a  Spanish  subject,  and  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida  at  the 
time  of  the  cession  of  this  territory  to  the  United  States,  and  is  now,  and  has  been  ever  since  the  said 
cession,  such  an  inhabitant  and  settler.  Wherefore,  your  memorialist  prays  a  confu-mation  of  his  title  to 
the  said  land  and  its  aiipurtenances. 

FRANCIS  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JNO.  DRYSDALE. 
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[Hero  I'nlldws  tlic  traiislatidU  nf  llie  royal  cuiicossidu  I'V  (.'ovrruur  W'liiti'  to  liurtolomc  Fij^-iicras  of 
the  25  acres  of  laiul,  dated  Marrli  10,  1817. j 

[Here  follows  the  translation  ui'  tiie  permission  i;-iven  by  tiie  .'Spanish  .i;-overiinient  to  Fi^-neras  to 
convey  away  this  land  to  Fernamlo  de  la  Maza  Arredondo.J 

DECREE    HY   THE    I10.\l!l), 

We  find  in  this  case  that  Governor  White  conceded  tlie  25  acres  to  Bartoloiiic  l-'i-'ueras  on  March  10, 
1807;  that  Figaieras,  liy  permission  of  the  g-overnnient.  conveyeil  the  land  to  F<'rnando  dc;  la  .Ma/.a  .\rre- 
dondo,  jr.      In  consideration  whereof,  we  Conlh-ni  the  title  to  claimant.      October  4. 

No.  09.— Keimiut  No.  1.— 1824. 
Sarah  Petty  vs.  Tlir  United  States.     Far  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  and  tn-u-tliirds  arn:-:  nf  hind. 


To  the  honorable  the  eommissioners  appointed  to  aseertaiu  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Sarah  Petty  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting- of  eig'ht  caballeria.s  and  two  acres,  situated  on  Julington  creek,  and  is  bounded  as  follows: 
the  first  line  runs  north  55°  east,  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  margin  of  Julington  creek,  and 
terminates  at  a  poplar  with  the  same  mark,  76  chains,  and  partly  j(jins  the  lands  of  Alexander  Creighton; 
the  second,  south  45°  east  from  said  po|ilar,  to  a  cypress  with  the  same  mark,  40  chains,  and  fronts  on 
the  margin  of  Julington  creek:  all  which  will  appear  by  the  survey  and  jilat  herewith  ])resented;  which 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  survey  and  plat  to  George  Long,  by  Marrot  and  Eastlake,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  1700,  by  order  of  the  Spanish  g(ivernment,  said  survey  and  plat  April  0.  1703;  said 
George  Long  having  died,  left  the  same  to  his  heirs,  Christiana  Long,  Matthew  Long,  Joseph  Long,  and 
Jane  Long,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  Novemlicr  2(5,  1821,  as  per  deed  herewith  presented 
and  attached  to  the  survey  aforesaid.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  now  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands,  and  the  heirs  of  the  said  George  Long  were  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  and  the 
said  Cieorge  Long  was  in  possession  from  the  time  of  the  survej'  aforesaid  till  his  death,  and  his  heirs  after 
him  till  the  said  sale;  that  she  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  St.  Augustine, 
September  17,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorneijfor  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  to  George  Long 
of  the  land,  dated  April  0,  1793.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  convej'ance  from  the  heirs  of  George  Long  to  claimant,  dated  November  0, 
1821.] 

Joseph  Summerall,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  Sarah  Petty,  the  claimant,  is  the  only 
heir-atdaw  of  John  Houston,  deceased,  and  was  his  daughter,  &c.,  &c.  This  deponent  also  well  knows  a 
tract  of  land  of  about  250  acres  or  2(50  acres,  more  or  less,  which  the  said  Sarah  Petty  now  resides  upon, 
with  her  family  and  negroes;  this  tract  she  bought  of  the  heirs  of  George  Long  in  1821;  that  she  has 
occupied  the  same  ever  since  the  purchase;  that  the  said  George  Long,  to  whom  the  same  had  been 
granted,  and  his  heirs  after  his  death,  had  possession  of  the  said  land,  and  lived  upon  and  cultivated  it, 
for  most  of  the  time,  for  20  or  30  j-ears  before  the  said  Sarah  Petty  bought  the  same;  that  the  children  of 
the  said  George  Long  were  four  in  number,  and,  as  well  as  this  deponent  can  recollect,  were  Matthew, 
Joseph,  Margaret,  and  Jane;  further  this  deponent  saitli  not. 

JOSEPH  SUMMERALL. 

Sworn  before  me  this  23d  December,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Judge  of  the  County  Court. 

decree  by  the  no.\RD. 

The  board  find  in  this  case  that  the  Spanish  government  had  the  land  surveyed  and  laid  off  for  George 
Long,  as  per  certified  plat  of  the  same  by  Marrot,  dated  April  9,  1793;  that  the  heirs  of  Long  sold  and 
conveyed  the  tract  to  claimant,  and  that  the  grantee  and  his  heirs  occupied  and  cultivated  it  between  twenty 
and  thirty  years.     We  deem  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  confirm  it  to  claimant.     October  11. 

No.  100.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
William  Travers  vs.  The  United  State?.     For  one  thou.-^and  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Travers  and  the  other  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  respectfully 
showeth:  That  j-our  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  laud  consisting  of  one  thousand  acres,  situated 
at  a  place  called  Santa  Tliomas,  on  St.  John's  river,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  live  oak*, 
running  south  70^  west,  100  chains,  to  a  pine  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  thence  south  20°  east,  110  chains, 
to  a  pine  tree  marked  f ;  thence  north  70°  east,  42  chains,  to  a  laurel  on  the  margin  of  the  creek  Santa  Thomas ; 
which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  them  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  1790;  and  your  memorialists  furtlier  showeth  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands; 
they  reside  in  St.  Aua-ustine,  and  did  so  at  the  exchange  of  flags. 

WILLIAM  TRAVERS, 
By  GEORGE  MURRAY. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  White  to  the  heirs  of  Charles  Travers, 
deceased,  of  the  land,  dated  September  27,  1808,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 
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DECREE  BY  THE  nOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  tliis  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  claimant  exhibiting  the  roj-al  title  made  by 
Governor  Wliite  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  dated  September  27,  1808.  In  consideration 
whereof,  we  confirm  tlie  tliousand  acres  to  claimant.     October  11. 

No.  101.— P.Ei'ORT  No.  1.— 1824. 

W'llliavi  Travfrrs  vs.  Ihe  United  Stalc-i.     For  one  hundred  and  seventtj-hco  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

T',-  the  honorable  the  commimoners  appointed  to  ascertain  claimfi  and  /(V/e.s  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Travers,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  respectfully 
showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  St.  Patricio,  bounded  ay  follows:  beginning  at  a 
cj'press  tree  marked  with  a  cross,  running  north  30°,  35  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  St.  John's  river; 
thence  south  53°  east,  49  chains,  to  a  pine  tree;  thence  south  30°  west,  35  chains,  to  a  cypress  tree  with  the 
same  mark,  on  the  bank  of  said  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  g-rant  made  to 
Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190.  Your  rnomoriali.st 
and  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers  claim  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land.  And  j'our  memorialist  further  showeth 
that  he  is  in  possession  of  said  lands;  that  your  memorialist  was  here  at  the  change  of  flags,  and  still 
resides  in  St.  Augustine;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  East  Florida  and  resident  of  the  same. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  TEAVERS. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  White  to  Thomas  Travers  of  the 
land,  dated  September  27,  1808,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  HOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  claimant  exhibiting  the  royal  title  made  by 
Governor  White  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  September  27,  1808.  We  confirm  the  title  to 
claimant.     October  11. 

No.  102.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
John  Gianoply  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fifteen  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  lilies  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Gianoply  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  iifteen  acres,  more  or  less,  without  the  gates,  and  1,500  j'ards,  and  is  bounded  as  follows: 
beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  line  of  John  Giauoply's  lands;  thence  running  north  22°  west,  20  chains,  to  an 
oak  tree;  thence  north  08°  east,  5  chains;  thence  south  40°  cast,  12  chains  and  40  links,  to  a  stake; 
thence  south  8°  west,  10  chains;  thence  to  the  first  bounds,  as  appears  by  the  plat  and  survey  herewith 
presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Domingo  Segui,  dated  January  19, 
1805,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist 
about  the  year  1815,  but  did  not  convey  until  January  25,  1821,  which  deed  is  herewith  presented.  And 
your  memorialist  further  states  that  the  said  lands  were  granted  for  ten  acres,  and  have  been  occupied, 
with  the  knowledge  and  acquiescence  of  the  Spanish  government,  for  more  than  thirty  years  by  your 
memorialist  and  those  under  whom  he  holds.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  at  the  cession;  and  he  further  states  that  the  said  lands  were  never 
surveyed  regularly  till  recently,  but  marked  out  by  affixing  stakes;  and  that,  on  recent  survey,  they  are 
found  to  contain  fifteen  acres,  as  appears  by  the  plat  and  survey  aforesaid,  and  have  been  cultivated  and 
improved  with  the  knowledge  of  the  government  aforesaid;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  L'^nited  States  and 
resident  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  October  7,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  of  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  of  the  land  by  Governor  White  to  Domingo  Segui, 
dated  January  14,  1805.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Domingo  Segui  to  claimant  of  ten  acres,  dated 
June  25,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  G.  Darling.] 

DECREE   BY   THE   BOARD. 

This  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  concession  made  by  Governor  White  to  Domingo  Segui  for  ten 
acres,  dated  January  19,  1805.  Segui,  June  25,  1821,  S(jld  and  conveyed  the  same  to  claimant.  It  was 
proven  that  he  lived  on  and  cultivated  this  tract  for  at  least  thirty  years.  In  consideration  whereof,  we 
confirm  the  title  to  Gianoply.     October  12. 

TESTIMONY. 

John  Gianopjhj  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fifteen  acres  of  land. 

Gamaliel  Darling,  being  sworn,  saj-s  that  he  knows  the  original  grantee,  who  lived  on  the  said  tract 
previous  to  his  having  sold  it  to  the  present  claimant.  AVitness  says  that  the  present  owner  has  cultivated 
the  same  ever  since  the  purchase.  Witness  says  he  has  resided  in  the  province  about  six  j-ears;  says  that 
he  had  nothing  to  guide  him  in  the  survey  but  the  words  of  the  owner,  and  that  the  lines  were  pointed 
out  by  the  said  owner,  and  there  were  old  ditches  that  guided  him  in  the  survey. 
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Philip  .'^c>l;ui;i,  bciui;-  swcirii,  s;iys  that  M  r.  Si'n-ui  VwvA  an  tlir  trart  till  his  (Icalli,  and  thai  his  .sou 
lived  on  the  said  tract  until  tlii'  same  was  sold;  dors  not  know  what  ipiantily  was  conlaiiio.l  in  Ihc  ^raiit. 

No.  103.— Kkpoiit  No.  1.-  1S2I. 
Sfi/miiur  rirkv/l  \A.  Thr  L'iiit<rl  Sln/i:-<.      Claim  far  Ihrrc  Ivmilrrd  niuJ  Ji/h/  aiTfs  ct'  Imid. 

MKMOIU.M,. 

To  thr  lumorablc  Ihc  commisitioncrs  appniitrd  to  ascrrlniii  claims  and  /iV/cs  to  land:<  in  ImxI  Flurida  : 

The  nieinorial  of  Seymour  I'iekett,  resident  of  this  TiM'ritory  of  Florida  and  eiti/.en  of  the  I  nilcd 
States,  res]ieetfully  slioweth:  That  your  memorialist  elainis  title  to  a  traet  of  land  eonsistinj;-  of  three 
liundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  .Mos([uiti>  river,  at  a  i)lac(;  called  Smyrna,  iHUindecl  by  the  canal 
or  niarsii,  aiid  tlienee  to  run  north  in  front  till  the  comiilement  i.s  made  u|i,  hut  has  not  been  surveyed; 
whicli  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  p;rant  made  to  himself  by  the  Sjianish  f;-overnment  September 
3,  1803,  and  herewith  presented  by  copy,  with  its  translation,  which  j;-rant  was  made  by  \  irtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  states  tlial  hi;  took  jiossession  of  the  said  lands 
inimediately  after  receiving  the  grant,  and  continued  in  possession  and  cultivated  the  same  till  ISOS,  when 
the  Indians  burnt  his  house  and  the  houses  of  the  wholes  settlement,  and  connnitled  such  dejiredations 
that  all  the  settlers  were  obliged  to  abandon  tlieir  settlement  for  want  of  _r/owT;i7»r;)/  protrvtiim.  And 
your  memorialist  saj's  that  immediately  after  the  cession,  he  again  took  possession  of  his  property  by 
placing  Jeremiah  Ives,  his  tenant,  upon  the  same,  who  has  cultivated  it  ever  since,  and  built  houses  upon 
the  same. 

All  which  is  respectfully  .submitted,  &c. 

JOHN'  r>.  i^TKOXi;,  AlUirnnj  f<n-  Claimant. 

Since  making  the  above  memorial  a  survey  has  been  lound,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  lands 
of  Robert  ."^heppard,  on  the  cast  by  Mosquito  river,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  John  .\ddison,  and  on  the 
west  bv  vacant  lands. 

joiix  r,.  sTi;t»N(;,./o/- (7/o/)/)r7))^ 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  George  White  to  the  claimant  of  the  land,  dateil 
September  3,  1803.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  ccrtilicatc^  of  survey  by  .Tohn  Purcell  of  the  tlace  humlrcd  and 
fifty  acres,  dated  May  20,  1803.] 

DKCUF.E    1!Y    THE    F.O.M'J). 

We  lind  in  this  case  that  (iovenior  AVhitc  conceded  the  three  hnndrcHl  and  lil'ty  acres  to  claimant  by 
concession,  dated  September  3,  1803.  Dccnnng  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  the  same  is  hereby 
coulirmcd  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     November  25. 

No.  104.— Retort  No.  1.— 1824. 
Henry  JIartin's  iicirs  vs.  The  United  Slates.     Claim  for  four  hundred  acres  (f  land. 

MEMORHI.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajtpointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Martin,  deceased,  resident  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  .and 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  showeth:  That  they  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  of  four  hundred 
acres,  situated  at  the  Mosijuito,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  Ladd's  lands,  not  having  been  surveyed, 
remainder  not  known;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  the  said  Henry  ^fartin, 
September  3,  1803,  copy  of  which  is  herewith  presented,  and  the  translation  by  the  Spanish  government 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.  And  your  memorialists  Airther  state  that  the  said  Henry  Martin 
took  possession  of  the  same,  with  his  family,  the  moment  after  he  obtained  the  grant,  and  continued  iu 
possession  till  1808,  when  his  house  was  burned,  and  his  whole  plantation  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  same  for  a  time  on  account  of  the  continued  depredations  of  the  Indians, 
and  the  want  of  protection  from  the  Spanish  government;  that  soon  after  ho  procured  his  wife's  father  to 
again  take  possession  of  the  said  lands,  who,  with  unconnnon  patience  and  sullering,  continued  in  posses- 
sion till  1812,  when,  from  the  commotions  in  the  province  and  the  famine  experienced  in  that  part,  lie  was 
again  obliged  to  abandon  it;  that  immediately  after  the  cession  your  memorialists  put  a  tenant  on  the 
premises,  who  still  occupies  the  same  and  cultivates  it.  All  which  is  repectfully  submitted,  &e.  St. 
Augustine,  Sejitembcr  19,  1823. 

JOHN'  15.  STROXt;,  Claimants  Attiirneij. 

The  memorialists  arc  uncertain  whether  the  lands  rlaimcd  by  them  join  Ladd's  or  Hull's;  or  if  they  have 
been  surveyed,  the  survey  is  lost. 

STRONG,  for  Claimants. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  l.iy  (iovi>rn(jr  White  to  Henry  1'-.  Martin  of  the  land, 
dated  September  3,  1803.] 

DECREE    BV    THE    tlO.MUI. 

AVe  tiiid  in  this  ease  that  (iovenior  White  concedi-d  the  four  luindrnl  aeics  to  Henry  Martin  by 
concession,  dated  September  3,  1803.  Deeming  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  we  conliriii  it  to  the 
heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Martin.     November  25. 
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No.  105.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
Robert  Shqtherd  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  tlie  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Robert  Shepherd  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  Mosquito  river,  and  has  been  surveyed;  which 
title  your  mcnidrialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  1790,  dated  December  30,  1803;  and  j'our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  occupied  and  improved 
said  lands  a  considerable  time,  but  was  compelled  to  leave  them  on  account  of  the  troubles  of  the  times; 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  United  States.  St.  Augustine,  November 
28    IS^^S 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  White  of  the  himdred  acres  to  claimant, 
dated  December  30,  1803.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD.  "'^ 

We  find  in  this  case  that  Governor  White  conceded  the  hundred  acres  to  claim.ant  December  30, 1803. 

Deeming  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  we  confirm  it  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     November  25. 

No.  106.— Report  No.  1.-1824. 
Robert  Walker  Ys.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjpoinled  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Robert  AValker  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  river  Mosquito,  and  has  not  been  surveyed;  which 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  roj'al  order 
of  1190,  July  14,  1803,  as  appears  ))y  said  grant  herewith  presented;  and  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  not  now  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  but  that  he  took  possession  according  to 
the  tenure  of  the  grant,  and  remained  in  possession  for  a  long  time,  till  the  savages  became  so  troublesome 
that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  same;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the 
United  States.     St.  Augustine,  November  28,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  White  of  the  one  hundred  acres  to 
claimant,  dated  July  14,  1803.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

We  find  in  this  case  that  Governor  White  granted  the  hundred  acres  to  claimant  July  14,  1803. 
Deeming  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  we  confirm  it  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     November  26. 

No.  lOT.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Pedro  Cocifacio  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Pedro  Cocifacio  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres,  situated  on  the  river  Guana,  bounded  as  follows: 
on  the  south  by  lands  of  Don  Jose  Peso  de  Burgos,  on  the  east  bj'  the  river  Guana,  on  the  north  by  the 
lands  of  Miguel  Acosta,  and  on  the  west  by  North  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  filed  herewith,  and  marked  A,  made  to  him  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  has  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  was, 
at  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  a  Spanish  subject;  that  he  still  is,  and  resides  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  Your 
memorialist,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  prays  to  have  his  title  to  the  said  land  confirmed.  And,  as 
in  duty  bound,  he  will,  &c. 

PETER  COCIFACIO,  by  George  Murray,  his  Attorney. 

F.  M.  Arredondo  to  pay  fees. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  claimant  for  the  land, 
dated  October  12,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  roj'al  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.IRD. 

Tiic  claimant  establishes  his  title  by  producing  the  royal  title  to  the  land  made  to  him  by  Governor 
Estrada,  dated  October  12,  1815.     The  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  him  and  his  heirs.     December  1. 
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No.  108.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
Gahrid  Pried  vs.  The  I'nilcd  .SVo/w.     Claim  for  jive  hundred  ucti'.s  of  land. 

ME.MORI.VI,. 

To  //(''  h<nu:trahle  the  eainini.o'inne.rs  appaiiited  lo  axeerlain  claim><  and  li/les  In  Iniids  in  KnsI  Flurir/n : 

The  |ictitiiiii  iif  ( ialiricl  I'l-icst  fcspcct  fully  sliowetli:  Th;it  ydur  iiirniuiiali.st  claims  tillc  In  a  tiart  dl' 
laiul  t'Dii.si.stiiii!:  of  live  Imiulred  acres,  situated  on  Black  creek;  on  tlie  wcsl,  with  lamls  nl'  lleiiiy  Yunn'c; 
first  line  runs  S.  70  ciiains,  to  a  ]iine  tree  x  ;  thence  N.  55°  W.,  105  chuiiis,  to  a  lihiek  jack;  tlience  S.,  40 
chains,  to  a  pine,  30  M.;  tlienco  S.  30°  E.,  15  chains,  to  a  stake;  and  on  the  nortii  with  the  creek;  wliieh 
title  vour  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  grant  made  to  John  M.  FniitaiH'  by  Governor  Estrada,  in 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  who  sold  the  same  to  tiabriel  Priest;  u  ci'rtified  eop}' of  wliicli  sale, 
dated  May  21,  1823,  and  your  petitioner  will  file  when  required  the  plats  and  certificate  of  survey  l)y 
Governor  Clark  and  Andrew  Burj;"evin;  and  your  memorialist  further  showctii  that  he  is  in  actual  posses- 
sion of  said  lands;  that  he  i.';  a  citizen  of  East  Florida  and  resident  of  the  same.  Your  memorialist  will, 
as  in  dutv  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

JOHN  M.  FOXTAXE, 
For  (K  PRIEST. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  John  M.  Fontane  (jf 
the  five  hundred  acres,  dated  January  5,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1825.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    HOARD. 

The  liiiarcl  having-  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

Xo.  109.— Report  Xo.  L— 1824. 
Edward  JL  Wanton  \s.  The  United  Stales.     For  three  hundred  acres  eif  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  eommisnioners  appointed  to  a.icertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Edward  M.  Wanton  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  300  acres,  situated  on  the  head  of  the  creek  called  Coleson's  Bank,  on  the  east 
of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Old  Cowpcn,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  puVdic  pine  lands. 
The  first  line  runs  south  55°  east,  49  chains,  to  a  pine;  the  second  line,  south  35°  west,  02  cliains,  to 
another  pine;  the  third  line,  north  55°  west,  49  chains,  to  another  pine;  and  tiie  fourth  line,  north  35°  east, 
62  chains,  to  another  pine,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  referring  to  the  certificate  of  survey  of  George 
J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  November  17,  1819,  herewith  presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  your  memorialist  bj'  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  roj'al  order  of  March  29,  1815. 
And  3'our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida. 

In  confirmation  of  the  title  of  your  memorialist,  he  begs  leave  to  refer  this  honorable  board  to  the 
memorial  and  decree  thereon,  dated  X'ovcmber  25,  1817,  and  on  file  in  the  olSce  of  the  public  archives  of 
this  city,  and  to  the  certificate  of  survey  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  public  suiweyor,  dated  November  17, 
1819,  herewith  presented,  marked  C. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  EDWARD  il.  WAXTOX, 

By  his  attorney,  TUOMAS  F.  CORXELL. 

St.  Augustixe,  Kovembrr  28,  1823. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  (jovcrnor  Coppinger  of  the  land  to  claimant, 
dated  N^ovember  25,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  b}'  George  J.  P.  Clarke  of  the  300 
acres,  dated  November  17,  1819.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.VRD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

No.  110.— Report  No.  1.-1821. 
Edward  M.  Wanton  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Edward  M.  Wanton  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  350  acres,  situated  on  the  east  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Ficolata  ferry,  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  public  lands,  on  the  south  by  lands  belonging  to  your 
memorialist,  and  on  the  west  by  the  said  river  St.  John's.  The  first  line  runs  north  C0°  east,  58  chains,  to 
a  pine;  the  second  line,  north,  61  chains,  to  a  cypress;  the  north  formed  liy  a  creek  called  Bayley's  cove; 
and  the  west  the  natural  boundary  of  the  said  river,  as  wnll  more  particularly  appear  by  the  accompany- 
ing certificate  of  survey;  whi,ch  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  by 
Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  legally  in  actual  possession  of  said  lauds;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
resident  of  Florida. 
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In  coufirmation  of  the  title  of  your  memorialist,  lie  begs  leave  to  refer  this  honorable  board  to  the 
memorial  and  decree  dated  November  25,  1818,  on  iile  in  the  office  of  the  jniblic  archives  of  this  city,  and 
to  the  certilicate  of  survey  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  public  surveyor,  dated  November  17,  1819,  herewith 
presented,  marked  P. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  EDWAED  M.  WANTON, 

By  his  attorney,  THOMAS  F.  CORNELL. 

The  concession  in  the  claim  of  Mr.  Wanton  for  .300  acres  applies  in  this  case,  this  being  part  of  the 
concession  dated  November  25,  181 1. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  350  acres  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke, 
dated  December  17,  1819.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    EO.iRD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

No.  111.— Retort  No.  1.— 1824. 

Bernardo  Segid  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Bernardo  Sogui  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  containing  300  acres,  situated  in  the  territory  of  Mosquito,  on  the  river  Halifax,  near  Pelican 
island,  bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  of  Farquhar  Bethune,  on  the  east  by  the  river  Halifax,  and  on  the 
south  and  west  by  vacant  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  Estevan  Arnau 
from  the  Spanish  government  by  his  excellency  Governor  Estrada,  for  services,  November  17,  1815,  and 
which  grant  and  a  survey  thereof  are  herewith  filed,  marked  A  and  B;  as  also  a  conveyance  of  the  same 
from  the  grantee  to  your  memorialist,  marked  C,  and  dated  March  29, 1822.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  actually  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  land;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

BERNARDO  SEOUL 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Estevan  Arnau  of  the  300  acres, 
dated  November  17,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Robert  McHardy,  dated  October 
7,  1818.J 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyauce  from  Arnau  to  claimant,  dated  March  9,  1822.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

Note. — No.  112  was  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  commissioners. 

No.  113.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
Joseph  S.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  twcntij  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  for  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Francis  J.  Sanchez,  respectfully 
showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting-  of  twenty  acres,  situated  on 
Anastacia  island,  which  has  not  been  surveyed,  but  is  situated  west  of  the  town,  bounded  as  appears  by 
the  memorial  and  grant  herewith  presented,  dated  July  3,  1802;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
a  grant  made  to  Francis  X.  Sanchez  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  (which  said 

Sanchez  was  father  to  your  memorialist,)  and  is  dated ,  and  which  said  land  was,  by  the  heirs  of  said 

estate,  set  apart  to  your  memorialist  as  part  of  his  portion  of  said  Sanchez's  estate.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  his  said  father  was  in  actual  possession  of  said  land.s  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
had  been  from  the  date  of  the  grant;  aud  had  built  houses  upon  the  same,  and  had  cultivated  it;  and  your 
memorialist  is  now  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  same;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a 
resident  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  November  24,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  White  of  the  land  to  Francisco  X. 
Sanchez,  dated  July  8,  1802.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

The  claimant,  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  X.  Sanchez,  exhibited  to  the  board  a  concession  by 
Governor  White  for  twenty  acres,  dated  Jul3'  8,  1802, 

We  deem  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  confirm  it  to  claimant.     December  11. 
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N...  114.— ItEiMi-.T  N(i.  1.— 1S2L 
Jiilni  II.  Eidrahjii  v.s.  Tlif  Vnilid  Slalra,      Cliiiin  In  mic  lh(iu.<ai((l  arrcK  o/'  IiiihL 

5IEM0RI.VI.. 

To  the  honorabli'  tJti^  coinini^sioni'r!<  app)in't'd  to  a-ici-'rlaui  dalin-!  and  title.-;  to  Itiwh  in  Ei.<'  Flnrida: 

The  petition  of  Joim  B.  Eiitrali;'o  ruspcctfiilly  .slioweth:  Tiiat  your  iiu'inorialist  (;iaiins  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  ecmsistiiip,'  of  one  thousand  acres,  .situated  about  thirty  miles  west  of  the  post  of  Buenu  Vista,  at 
a  place  called  Vnrrall  dc  Agna,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  beginnint;'  at  a  gum,  and  running  S.  12''  E., 
70  chains  and  11  links,  to  a  pine  tree  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  S.  78°  E.,  141  chains  and  42  links,  to  a 
7wgii  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  X.  12^  E.,  10  chains  11  links,  to  a  white  oak  marked  with  a  cross; 
thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  said 
John  B.  Entralgo  by  Governor  t'oppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  20,  ISlo. — (See  the  grant 
and  plat,  marked  A,  fded  herewith.)  And  your  memorialist  further  showcth  that  he  lia.s  possession  of  said 
lands   that  he  lived  in  St.  Augustine  at  the  cliang<'  of  Hags,  and  now  resides  in  ('uba. 

JOHN  B.  ENTIIALGO, 
By  <iEO.  MUIJRAY. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Jose  Coppingcr,  colonel  of  the   royal   armies,  civil   and  military  governor  pro  tern,  of  this  city  and 
province,  and  chief  of  the  royal  domain  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  by  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  of  March  20,  1815,  his  Jlajesty  has  deigned  to  approve  the  favors  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor,  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindclan,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
both  regular  and  militia,  of  this  province,  who  assisted  in  its  defence  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  one  of 
the  said  favors  being  a  distribution  of  land  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  family  each  individual 
might  have;  that  having  ofiered  himself,  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  notary  of  government  and  the  royal 
domain,  the  only  one  in  this  city  and  province,  soliciting,  in  virtue  of  said  favors,  as  former  commandant 
of  the  company  of  mulattoes  and  negroes  of  said  city,  and  an  old  settler  of  it,  in  conscciucnce  of  the  royal 
order  communicated  to  this  government  by  the  captain  general  of  the  Havana  October  20,  1100,  the  con- 
cession of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  were  granted  to  him  in  vacant  land,  which  is  alxjut  thirty  nules  to 
the  west  of  the  post  of  Buona  Vista,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  known  as  the  Water  Pen,  its  survey 
beginning  to  the  east  of  a  great  lake  which  is  in  the  said  place,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands,  as 
is  accredited  by  my  decree  of  the  20th  day  of  May  last,  made  on  the  proceedings  moved  for  by  the  said 
Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  the  above-mentioned  one  thousand  acres  of  laud  at  the  place  mentioned,  for  himself, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  expediting  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the 
corresponding-  title  by  which  I  separate  from  the  royal  domain  all  the  rights  and  dominion  which  it  had 
to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  to  the  said  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in 
consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  anj-  encumbrance  whatsoever, 
with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  in  fact  and  law 
belong  or  pertain  to  it,  and  at  their  will  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  In  all 
which  I  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  this  government,  Brevet  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  and  by  the  officer  of  the  secretary's  department,  Don  Antonio  Alvarez, 
whom  I  have  named  for  assistant  witnesses  for  this  purpose,  the  said  notary  of  government  and  the 
roval  domain  being  interested.     St.  Augustine,  November  15,  1811. 

JOSE  CODPINGEK. 

By  command  of  his  lordship: 
Tomas  de  Aguilar. 
AxToxio  Alv.^kez. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original,  which  remains  in  the  archives  of  the  notary  of  this  government 
and  of  the  royal  domain;  and  at  his  desire  I  sign  these  presents,  with  the  assistant  witnesses,  on  common 
paper,  the  stamped  not  being  used.     St.  Augustine,  November  15,  1811. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

Tomas  de  AcuiL-iR. 

AxToxio  Alvarez. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

[Translation  ] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  as  survej-or  named  by  a  decree  of  this  government  made  the  11th  of  June  of 
the  present  year:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  ofl"  for  Don  Juan  Entralgo,  notary  of  govern- 
ment and  the  royal  domain  in  this  city,  a  piece  of  land  which  contains  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
which  is  situated  to  the  southeast  of  the  savanna  of  the  deceased  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  known  as 
Bowlegs,  and  part  at  a  lake,  by  the  side  of  which  the  said  Bowlegs  had  a  cowpen.     The  first  line  of  the 

said  land  begins  with  a marked  X ,  and  runs  south  12°  west,  10  chains  11  links,  and  ends  with  a  pine 

marked  X  ;  the  second  line  begins  with  the  said  pine,  runs  south  18°  east,  141  chains  42  links,  and  ends 
with  a  hickory  marked  +;  the  third  line  runs  from  thence  north  12°  east,  10  chains  11  links,  and  ends 
with  a  white  'oak  also  marked  -\-,  some  distance  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake,  and  being  in  other  cir- 
cumstances conformable  to  the  following  plan;  to  confirm  which  I  give  these  presents,  which  I  sign  in  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  September  9,  1819. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIX. 

A  copy  from  the  original,  to  which  I  refer. 
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I  certify  the  fdrcLrriiiig  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  trau.slation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S.  B.  L.  V. 


Pine  X 


Sil  line.    South  78°  East,  141.42  chains. 


Hickory. 


DECREE    nV    THE    BO.U!D. 

In  this  case  we  ascertain  that  the  hind  was  granted  to  claimant  in  absolute  property  by  a  royal  title, 
bearing  date  November  15,  1817,  which  was  afterwards  surveyed.  We  therefore  confirm  the  same  to 
him  and  his  heirs.     June  30,  1824. 

No.  115.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
John  D.  Yauijlian  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  nine  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Jolin  D.  Vaughan  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  950  acres,  situated  and  lying  on  Lofton  creek,  near  Nassau  river,  and  by  the  accom- 
panying survey  and  certificate,  marked  B,  is  of  the  following  metes  and  bounds,  to  wit:  north  10°  east, 
97  chains;  thence  north  80°  west,  98  chains;  thence  south  10°  east,  97  chains;  then  south  80°  east,  98 
chains,  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Mr.  Walker;  which  title  your  memorialist  claims  in  virtue 
of  a  survej'  made  for  him  by  Mr.  George  Clarke,  the  surveyor  general  for  East  Florida,  as  is  more  fully 
shown  by  the  survey  and  certificate,  marked  B,  and  by  the  deposition  of  jMr.  George  Clarke,  marked  C, 
whicii  documents  accompany  this  memorial.  Your  memorialist  begs  leave  further  to  state  to  your  honor- 
able board  that  he  is  now  living  on  the  said  land,  and  that  he  has  had  it  in  occupation  and  cultivation 
for  several  years.  Your  memorialist  is  now,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  a  resident  of  Florida,  and  was 
such  at  the  cession  of  the  Territory  to  the  United  States.  lie  prays  that  your  honorable  board  will  con- 
firm his  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 

JOHN  D.  VAUGIIAN, 
By  his  agent,  EDWARD  R.  GIBSON. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  George  J.  E.  Clarke  of  the  950 
acres,  dated  December  8,  1816.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  Johns  : 

On  July  — ,  1824,  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  before  E.  R.  Gibson,  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county, 
and  in  the  presence  of  Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  East  Florida,  personally 
appeared  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  early  in  the  year  1816 
he,  the  deponent,  was  employed  by  John  D.  Vauglian,  planter,  of  Amelia  island,  to  procure  for  him,  from 
the  government  of  East  Florida,  through  the  process  usually  had  in  such  cases,  a  grant  to  a  tract  of 
land  lying  on  Lofton's  creek,  Nassau  river,  pursuant  to  a  royal  order  of  March,  1815,  granting  bounties 
of  land  for  services,  to  which  bounty  the  said  Vaughan  had  an  unquestionable  claim,  as  was  well  known 
to  this  deponent,  as  an  officer  of  government;  that  this  deponent  presented  a  petition  in  the  name  of  the 
said  Vaughan,  which  he  handed  to  the  commandant  at  Fernandiua,  who  transmitted  the  same  to  the 
governor  of  the  province,  and  the  said  petition  was  decreed  and  returned  to  the  commandant  for  his 
report;  that  this  deponent  knows  that  the  same  was  favorably  reported  on  by  said  commandant,  which 
was  all  that  was  required  in  such  cases  to  make  the  grant  sure;  and  it  was  again  transmitted  by  him, 
officially,  to  the  governor  at  St.  Augustine — the  usual  course  of  such  claims;  and  this  deponent  paid  the 
said  commandant,  for  J.  D.  Vaughan,  the  usual  fees  in  such  cases;  that  some  short  time  after  this  the 
escrivauo,  at  whose  office  such  papers  are  deposited,  was  at  Fernandina,  and  this  deponent,  on  inquiring 
of  him  respecting  said  grant,  was  told,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  by  the  escrivano,  that  the  grant 
was  finally  decreed.  In  consequence  of  that  information,  this  deponent,  as  surveyor  general  of  the 
province,  did  survey  and  deliver  to  said  Vaughan  950  acres  of  land  at  the  place  above  mentioned,  which 
he  now  cultivates;  and  this  deponent  believes  and  luis  generally  understood  that  Vaughan  began  to  make 
improvements  on  it  in  the  j'car  1810,  and  has  cultivated  it  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

Sworn  to  before  me  July  14,  1804. 

E.  R.  GIBSON. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to  claimant. 


1825.1  CLAIMS    I\    !•'  I,()  i;  IDA 


\o.  III!.— i;i:i'oi:r  N...  I.— 1S24. 
l]'il/i(im  Burthii  vs.  Tlir  I  iiIIkI  .Vu'c.--'.      /'i/C  si.r  Ih/^. 

.MKMiil'.lAI.. 

'Ill  Hie  lioniiviihli'  the  C(iiiiiiii.<sioiirr.<  ajipnin/rij  In  (isi-rrlnin  (7(//(;(s  (iin/  lil/r.<  Id  Itimls  in   l:'ii.<l  i'lui'iihi  : 

Tlic  iH'tiliiiii  of  Willi;iin  iiarclcii,  in  ri,i;lit  of  liis  wife  hihI  nllicr  liciis  of  I'liali  li.iwdcn.  i  is|i((iriilly 
slioWL'tli:  That  ynur  iiu'iuoriali.st  claims  title  t<i  a  tract  cf  land  (■( insist iiii;'  "f  si.\  lots,  siluiilcd  im  ."-t,  .ImIiu'.s 
river,  at  a  [ilace  called  St.  Anthuny,  cunimencin.i;'  at  the  ed};'e  uf  said  river  at  a  imst  marked  with  a  cross; 
tlieuco  riinuing'  south  20^  east,  50  chains,  to  a  cypress  with  the  same  mark,  honnded  liy  lands  (jf  lioluTt 
Gilbert;  thence  south  TO^  east,  32  chains,  to  a  pine  of  the  same  mark;  thence  north  20^  west,  70  chains, 
to  a  pine  of  the  same  mark,  at  Point  St.  Anthony,  on  St.  John's  river;  thence  tlie  courses  nf  said  river  to 
the  place  of  beg'inning-,  as  will  appear  by  a  survey  made  by  Don  Sanniel  Eastlake,  anthori/.ed  surveyor, 
dated  December  22,  I7t)l,  now  on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  keciter  of  the  pidilic  archives;  which  title  youi- 
memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  Uriah  Bowden  by  Guverni.ir  Sebastian  Kindelan,  dat<'(l 
April  17,  1S15,  a  certilieJ  coi)y  of  which  is  herewith  presented,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October 
2'J,  17'J0.  And  your  memorialist  further  showetli  that  he  clainis  title  through  his  wife,  .Mary,  who,  as 
the  widow  of  Uriah  Howden  and  the  wife  of  your  memorialist,  has  occupied  ilic  lamls  e\'i_'r  since  tin' 
■year  1787,  and  is  still  in  possession;  that  ytmr  memorialist  is  a  citizen  of  tln'  I  nitcd  Slates  and  resident 
of  East  Florida.     All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted.  WILLIAM   l!AIM)EX, 

I'.y  attorney,   W.VTEIIS  S.MITII, 

[Here  follows  thi'  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  (iovernor  Kindelan  to  Uriah  liowdeii  of  the 
land,  dated  April  17,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE  I!Y  THE   BO.iRP. 

In  this  case  we  iind  that  the  land  was  graiiteil  in  absolute  property  to  Uriah  Bowden,  as  |ier  royal 
title  by  Govern(U'  Kindelan,  dated  Aju'il  17,  1815.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  the 
widow  and  other  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Bowden.     December  18. 

No.  117.— Kkport  No.  1.-1824. 
William  Travcr.-i  vs.  Tin'  United  Sfnii's.     Fur  s^ith  luindrcd  and  jil'tij  and  nnc-tliird  arrc.-t  if  land. 

MEMORI.IL. 

Tu  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  a.-<rertain  elaim.-<  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Floriihi: 

Tiio  memorial  of  William  Travers,  son  of  Thomas  Travers,  for  liimself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Thomas 
Travers,  deceased,  respectfully  showetli:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting' 
of  750|  acres,  situated  on  the  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Glorat,  and  is  bounded  by  lauds  of  Isaac 
AVickes,  Juan  AIcLiueen,  and  others,  and  has  the  following  lines:  beginning  at  a  gum  marked  +,  running 
west,  64  chains,  to  a  pine  + ;  tlieuce  north  22°  east,  40  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  -j-,  on  the  bank  of  St.  John's 
river;  thence  up  said  river,  with  its  course,  to  a  live-oak  markeil  -f-;  thence  south  30°  west,  65  chains,  to 
a  live-oak  -f,  "ii  the  river;  thence  to  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  .grant 
made  to  Thomas  Travers  by  governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  171)0.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showetli  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  lie  resides  in  St.  Augustine,  and  did  so  at 
the  change  of  flags. 

WILLIAAI  TRAVEl^^,  for  the  heirs  of  Tlnnnas  Traeers. 

GEORGE  MUEItAY. 

[Here  follows  various  proceedings,  by  which  is  seen  tliat  Thomas  Travers  obtained  permission  from 
Governor  White  to  take  possession  'of  the  land  formerly  granted  tij  Thomas- Sterling,  on  account  of  the 
liabilities  which  he  incurred  for  said  Sterling  to  the  goverument.  The  iiermission  of  Govern(jr  A\  hite  is 
dated  October  11,  1803.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  Fedro  Marrot,  commissioned 
judge  for  the  distribution  of  lands,  of  the  land,  (22  caballerias  and  17  acres,)  dated  January  'J,  17'.»2,  laid 
off  for  Thomas  Sterling.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

AVe  find  in  this  case  that  Thomas  Travers  petitioned  the  government  to  have  the  land  in  question 
transferred  to  him  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  memorial,  which,  after  various  proceedings  had,  was 
finally  acceded  to  by  Governor  White  October  11,  1803.  The  board  being  of  ojiinion  that  this  would 
have  been  a  valid  grant  had  Florida  remained  a  dominion  of  the  King  of  Spain,  they  confirm  it  to  claimants 
and  their  heirs.     December  28. 

TESTIMONY. 

WUliam  Travers,  for  Itimself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  vs.  The  United  Stales.    For  seven  himdrei/ 

and  fifty  and  one-third  acres  of  land. 

A.  Bellamy,  being  sworn,  states  that  he  has  always  understotid  that  said  tract  belongs  to  Mr.  Travers, 
and  that  the  family  of  the  Augers  have  resided  and  now  reside  on  said  tract;  ami  that  Dr.  Hall  informeil 
witness  that  he  was  agent  for  said  Travers,  and  that  he  placed  them  there. 

A  F.ELLAAIY. 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  knew  Dr.  Thomas  Travers,  and  that  he  has  always 
understood  that  AVilliam  Travers,  the  memorialist  in  this  case,  is  the  reijorted  sou  of  Thomas  Travers, 
deceased. 

FRAXCIS  J.  FATIO. 

Before  the  board  in  session  July  13,  1824.  FRANCIS  J.  FATIO 
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No.  118.— Report  No.  L— 1824. 
,'>lifiijri<-t  Stanlfij  vs.  Tlic  United  Staliv.     For  three,  hundred  (teres  of  land. 


To  the  honorahle  tin'  corniniy:>iioners  appointed  to  ascertain  etaims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  meniurial  of  Sliiulrick  Stanley  respectfully  showotli:  Tiiat  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  laud  eousistiiii;-  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  St.  Mary's  river;  first  line  runs  south 
from  the  river,  commencing-  at  a  pine  on  its  banks,  75  chains,  to  a  pine;  second  line,  thence  south,  40 
chains,  to  a  pine;  third  line,  thence  north,  75  chains,  to  a  pine  on  the  river;  bounded  east  by  the  lands  of 
Ciiarles  Love,  south  and  west  by  vacant  lands;  all  of  which  will  be  seen  by  the  survey  which  is  herewith 
presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  claims  from  a  survey  of  Georg'o  Clarke,  December  10,  1817,  in 
conformity  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815.  Your  memorialist  further  showetli  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  and  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  llie  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Georg-e  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated 
December  10,  1817.] 

DECREE    I!Y    THE    IJO.VRD. 

The  Lioanl  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  g'rant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
claimant. 

TESTIMO.W. 

ShadricL'  Stanley  vs.  The  Uniled  States.     For  three  hundred  aeres  of  land. 

Ct.  J.  F.  Clarke,  being  sworn,  states  that  Governor  Copjiiiigcr  gav<'  him  an  (jrder  to  distribute  hinds 
to  all  those  who  contributed  to  the  defence  of  Fernandina  in  1817.  ^Vitness  states  that  the  order  was 
verbal,  and  that  Stanley  has  been  living  on  the  said  tract  since  that  year. 

No.  119.— Rei'okt  No.  1.-1824. 
Francis  P.  Sam/iiez  vs.  The  Uniled  States.     For  tu:o  hundred  and  fiftij  acres. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  honorahle  the  commissioners  ajjpointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  ami  litles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showetli:  That  memorialist  claims  title  in  and  to  a 
certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  filty  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East 
Florida  aforesaid,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  Wills'  Swamp,  about  nine 
miles  southwest  of  the  late  military  post  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  having  the  following  lines  and  dimensions, 
and,  at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof,  having-  had  the  following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  the  first  line 
begins  at  the  gum  tree,  and  runs  west,  50  chains,  to  a  pine  tree,  and  was  bounded  by  vacant  lands;  the 
second  line  runs  from  the  said  pine  tree  north,  50  chains,  to  an  ash  tree,  and  was  bounded  by  vacant  land; 
the  third  line  runs  from  the  said  ash  tree  east,  50  chains,  to  a  pine  tree,  and  was  bounded  by  vacant 
land;  and  the  fourth  line  runs  from  the  said  pine  tree  south,  50  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  and  was 
bounded  by  vacant  land,  as  will  more  fully  and  distinctly  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  jilat  of 
the  survej'  thereof  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  the  surveyor  general  of  East  Florida,  bearing  date  ]\Iay  3, 
1817,  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  A.  And  your  memorialist  further  showetli  that 
the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  was  originally  granted  to  one  David  S.  Miller,  without  condition,  and  in 
absolute  property,  March  IS,  1817,  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  the  goveriKjr  of  East  Florida,  as  will  and 
at  large  ajipear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  grant  thereof  to  the  said  David  S.  Miller,  now- 
here submitted,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  and  that  the  said  l.)avid  S.  Miller  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  on 
January  25,  1822,  bargained  and  sold  the  said  tract  of  land  to  your  memorialist  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion paid  to  him  by  your  memorialist,  and  agreed,  by  articles  of  agreement  under  his  hand,  bearing  date 
the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  to  convey,  by  a  regular  and  snfiicient  conveyance,  the  said  tract  of  land  to 
your  memorialist  whenever  he  should  be  thereto  required,  which  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear 
by  a  reference  to  the  original  articles  of  agreement  between  j'our  memorialist  and  the  said  David  S. 
Miller,  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  "exhibit  C;"  and  memorialist  further  showetli  that  the 
said  David  S.  Miller  was  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States  an  inhabitant  of 
East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  was,  before  and  at  the  time 
he  so  purchased  the  said  land  as  aforesaid  from  the  said  David  S.  Miller,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East 
Florida,  and  that  he  has  continued  ever  since  to  be,  and  now  is,  such  an  inhabitant  and  settler;  wherefore, 
he  prays  confirmation  of  his  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  appurtenances,  conformably  to  the  acts 
of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided;  and  he  will,  as  in  dutj-  bound,  ever  pray,  &c.,  &c. 

FRANCISCO  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  att.uney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  David  S.  Miller  of 
the  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  dated  March  18,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke  of  the  two 
hundred  and  iifty  acres,  dated  May  o,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Miller  to  claimant,  dated  January  25,  1822.] 


1825.1  (TvAniS    1  X    l'T;()  i;  1  HA  . 


nr.niF.K   nv  tiik   i;oaiui. 

'V\\o  rlaiiiiinit  in  lliis  caso  |ir(Hliircil  In  the  Ikkii'iI  an  uni'dinlitli  >ii:il  ciiiici'ssinii  iiiailr  li\-  (i(i\riiiiir 
(."opiiiiiU-iT  III  |la\i.l  S.  MilliT,  (lalc.l  .\larrli  IS,  1S17,  Inr  tin'  Iwn  liumlicil  ami  lillv  ancs.  (,.-,'(li|.|  «illi  a 
survey  tliiTcnl'.  'I'lic  ;j,rauti'c.  mi  .laiiiiary  •2'>,  lS-J-2.  si  ill  ami  rmiN  cynl  llir  laml  In  riainiaiit.  In  rnn^iilna- 
tiiiii  wiiercnr,  \vr  I'lintirni  llir  lilli'  In  Sanrlir/.  ami  his  heirs.      Deeeniliei'  'J((. 

No.  1:20.— Kki'iikt  Xn.  1.— I82t. 
Frniii-is  Julian  .Ir/re  vs.  Tin'  Unilnl  Shilfn.      i'tiv  nnc  Innnlrril  mid  lillrrii  urycA  uf  luinl. 

MKMilUl  \i„ 

To  Ihc  liotiorahli'  the  ci)iinni.<.-iii)l)i'i:<  npimiiili'd  in  risrriialii  <'htiin!<  niul  lilh-x  In  lands  in   fjasl  F/<irida: 

The  memorial  of  Fraiieis  Julian  Aviee  res|ieetl'ully  .shnweth:  Thai  your  inenmrialist  ehiinis  litle  In  a 
traet  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fil'leen  ;u'res,  situated  nn  Ihe  river  Mafair/.as,  linumled  nnrtli 
by  lands  of  Ilipimlile  Carter,  west  liy  vaeant  lands,  and  east  Ky  Ihe  ri\-er  Matan/.as;  \vhieh  lilleynur 
nieiHorialisl  derives  from  a  ,u'rant  and  survey  Hied  herewith,  ni.arked  .\  and  V>.  made  In  Avsiek  Travers,  a 
free  black,  bj'  the  Siianish  ,n'ovcrnmerjt,  X<ivember  10,  in  the  year  ISIKi,  in  virtue  of  Ihe  royal  order  of  llie 
King  of  Spain  dated  Octubor  "20,  IT'.IO;  which  title  is  acquired  thrnu,i;-h  a  ]iurchase  made  hy  said  1-'.  .1. 
Avice  from  Lewis  Salomon  Jul,v  30,  1821,  who  purehasixl  said  land  from  said  A,vsiek  Tra\ers.  .\nd 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  actually  legally  seized  and  imssessed  of  said  land;  that  he  is 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  eily  of  St.  Augustine.  He  also  exhiliits  the  ennveyanee 
from  Aysick  to  said  Lewis  Salomon,  marked  1',  and  Ihe  conveyance  from  said  Lewis  Salomon  to  your 
memorialist,  marked  (}.     All  of  which  is  resiiectfuUv  snlimilt(.'d. 

F.  J.  AVK.'E. 

[Here  follows  a  concession  froui  Oovernor  AVlnto  to  Aysiel;,  a  free  Idaclc,  of  (he  hundred  ami  llfleen 
acres,  (translated,)  dated  November  10,  1803.] 

[Here  follows  a  royal  title  in  cojilirmation  of  tin.'  concession  made  bv  <iiiveriior  ('o[i[iinger  to  Avsiek 
Travers,  and  dated  June  18,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  the  certilieate  and  [ilat  of  survey  of  the  hundred  and  lifteen  acres  made 
b}'  Andres  Burgevin,  and  dated  June  14,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  the  convevance  fmm  .\vsiek  Travers  In  Lewis  Salnmon,  dati/d  June 
20,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Lewis  Salomon  ti:>  elainnint,  dated  July  3l\,  1821.] 

DECREE    DY    THE    LO.VRP. 

Li  this  case  the  claimant  produced  a  concession  from  Governor  While  to  Aysick,  a  free  Idack,  dated 
X'ovember  10,  1803,  for  the  land;  likewise  a  plat  of  the  same.  AUliiiu,u'h  the  conlirmation  of  the  .grant  by 
a  royal  title,  which  was  also  exhibited,  bears  date  subseriuent  to  January  24,  1818,  the  board  deem  the 
grant  a  valid  one,  and  coniirm  it  to  clainmnt  and  his  heirs.     September  3,  1824. 

Francix  J.  ^Ivice  xs.  The  Z'ni/rd  Sinfrs.      Claim  fnr  one  hundrrd  and  jiftccn  arrrs  of  land. 

Francis  Ferreira,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  knew  Avsiek  Trav<n-s  to  have  possession  of  tlie 
said  tract,  and  lived  on  the  same.  Witness  states  that  he  was  at  the  house  of  said  Travers  about  the 
year  1808  or  1809,  and  that  the  claimant  had  made  considerable  improvements  on  the  laml;  that  the  said 
Travers  was  oldiged  to  abandon  the  same  in  the  year  1812,  on  account  of  the  reviilution,  and  returned 
thereon  wlicu  the  province  was  pacified,  and  remained  until  the  change  of  Hags.  Witness  further  states 
that  said  Travers  had  dwcUingdionses  on  said  land. 

fj;ax(;i.sco  fekkeira. 

Before  the  lioard  in  session  September  3,  1824. 

FRAXCIS  J.  FATIO. 

Xo.  121.— KEroKT  Xo.  1.-1824. 

Joscpli  J/,  Hernandez  vs.  The  United  Sales.     Claim  for  four  Iiundrcd  and  jfli/fire  acres  of  kind. 

KE-MOPJ.VL. 

To  ihe  honorahk  ihe  eommissioners  appoinled  to  aseerlaia  iJie  claims  and  lilies  lo  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Tlie  memorial  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida,  respectfully  shi.i'icelh:  That 
j^our  memorialist  claims  title  to  a.  tract  of  land  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-live  acres,  situated  at  the  Xorth- 
west  creek,  a  branch  of  the  river  ilatanzas,  otherwise  called  I'elisser's  creek,  boumlcd  on  the  south  liy 
said  creek,  and  on  the  other  sides  by  pine  barren.  The  fu-st  line  be,gins  at  a  pine  marked  II,  and  runs 
north  20°  west,  95  chains  48  links,  to  anolher  [line  marked  II;  the  second  line  runs  thence  south  35° 
west,  47  chains  47  links,  to  another  pine  marked  H;  the  third  line  runs  thence  smith  20-  east.  108  chains, 
to  another  pine  marked  H;  fourth  line  runs  north  35°  east,  47  i.-hain.s  74  links,  In  the  iiiia'  Avheiice  Ihe 
first  line  be.gan.  The  aforesaid  tract  of  land  was  originally  granted  to  Mdlenry  Mcllenry,  who,  having 
abandoned,  and  liis  right  therein  fm-feited,  it  was  then  granted  to  your  memorialist,  December  12,  1815, 
by  the  then  actin.g  .governor,  Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada;  and  by  a  decree  of  December  12,  1817,  a  royal 
title  was  .granted  to  your  memorialist  by  Goveriior  Coiipin.e-er  to  tli(^  said  tract  of  land,  bj-  virtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  as  will  ajipear  by  said  myal  title,  dated  April  2:!.  1S17,  recorded  in  the 
office  of  public  records  kept  by  Mr.  ^^'iiliam  h'eynnlds,  of  this  plare.  as  well  as  by  the  survey  nf  said 
tract   of  land    made   by   Roliert    Mcllardy,    dated   September   4,    1818,    alsi.i    in    same    nllii-e.      And   ynur 
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monioi'ialist  furtlifr   showctb  tliat  ho  lias   lircii    in    iiiiintcrruiitcd   posscssiim  since  December    12,    1815, 
albrenicntioned.     St.  Auti'iistine,  Xuvcniliev  25,  1823. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

[Hero  lullows  a  royal  litle  (translated)  made  liy  Cuvorndr  Cupping'cr  to  claimant  for  the  four  hundred 
and  lifty-fivo  acres,  dated  April  23,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

DECREK    I!Y    THE    BO.Mill. 

The  board  haviun-  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to 
elainiant. 

No.  122.— Peport  No.  1.— 1824. 
J.  and  Thnainiil  Ormuiid  vs.  Tlie  Uitilcd  Slatetf.     Claim  fur  lieu  lliuin'and  aovg  <f  land. 

MEMORI.\L. 

Tu  iJii'  liiinurahli'  llic  rommi^^ioiirrs  appuinlcd  lo  a.^rriiaiji  i-lai>n.~i  and  lillrs  lo  land.-<  in  East  Florida: 

Tiie  petition  of  James  and  Emanuel  Oi'mand  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title 
to  a  tract  of  land,  consi.sting'  of  two  thousand  acres,  situated  at  a  ])lace  called  Daniatta,  on  the  Ilalifa.x 
river,  and  bounded  on  the  south  liy  lands  of  Pobcrt  ^McHardy,  on  the  east  by  vacant  lands,  on  the  nortii 
by  lands  of  Pobert  Bennett,  and  on  the  west  by  the  public  road,  (sec  a  plat  thereof  filed  herewith;) 
which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  them  as  hcir.s  of  James  Ormand,  deceased, 
by  Governor  Cojipinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  IIOO.  And  your  memorialists  further  show 
that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  have  been  since  1801;  tliey  reside  on  said  lands, 
and  did  so  at  the  change  of  flags 

J.  &,   EMANUEL  ORMAND, 
By  GEO.  MURRAY. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  roj-al  title  made  by  Governor  C<.ipping-er  to  James  Ormand, 
deceased,  of  the  two  thousand  acres,  dated  April  18,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Uere  follows  the  translation  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  R.  McIIardy  of  the  land,  dated 
February  19,  181C.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD, 

Tlio  claimants,  as  lieirs  at  law  of  James  Ormand,  deceased,  exhibit  to  the  board  a  royal  title  for  the 
two  tliousand  acres,  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated- April  18,  1810,  together  with  a  survey  tliereof. 
Li  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  claimants  and  tiieir  heirs.     December  20. 

No.  123.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 
Marij  Ann  Daviti  vs.  The  United  Utate.-^.     For  one  liundred  and  seventy-five  aercs  uf  land. 

memorial. 

Tu  the  liunifruhte  tJie  commit^.'iiuneiv  appointed  to  axeertain  rlaim>i  and  titles  lo  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Mary  Ann  Davis  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  containing  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  situated,  lying,  and  being  in  an  island  called  Key 
Buskun;  wliich  title  your  memorialist  derived  from  a  grant  made  to  Peter  Fornills  by  Governf)r  White 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  five,  who  settled  the  .same  agreeable  to  the 
conditions  of  the  grant,  and  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  settlement  on  account  of  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain;  and  your  memorialist  further  states  that  Peter  Fornills  died  shortly  after,  and 
that  his  widow  was  not  able  to  continue  the  settlement  until  her  death,  which  took  place  about  the  year 
1820,  and  that  the  said  tract  of  land  has  always  been  claimed  by  Raphael  Andrews,  her  son  and  legal 
heir,  as  his  property,  ever  since;  and  that  your  memorialist  ])urchased  the  .same  fronr  the  said  Raphael 
Andrews,  as  will  appear  from  a  certified  copy  of  the  conveyance  herewith  presented,  and  dated  July  12, 
1824.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  legally  in  possession  of  the  said  hind;  that 
she  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  this  city.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  St. 
Augustine,  July  23,  1824. 

MARY  ANN  DAVIS. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  bj'  Governor  White  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventj'- 
fivo  acres  to  Peter  Fornills,  dated  January  18,  1805.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Raphael  .Vndrews  and  Francisca  Andrews,  heirs  at  law  of 
Peter  Fornills,  to  Mary  Ann  Davis,  dated  July  12,  1824.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  Jului''s: 

The  deposition  of  Peter  Miranda,  taken  liefore  Elias  B.  (!ould,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  St. 

John's  aforesaid,  Seiitember  29,  1824: 

Peter  ^Miranda,  lieing  sworn,  saj-s  that  he  was  acipiainted  with  Peter  Fornills,  and  knows  he  obtained 
a  grant  for  Key  Buskun  I'rom  Governor  White  aliout  twenty  years  ago,  and  that  he  bought  a  schooner  in 
St.  Augustine  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  said  key;  that  deponent  was  afterwards  told  by 
the  said  Fornills  tliat  he  had  been  on  said  key,  and  had  taken  possession  thereof;  that  he  purchased  the 
schoonri-  about  the  time  lie  (Fornills)  obtained  the  grant  from  Governor  White.  And  deponent  further 
says  that   L'eter  Foinills  has  been  dead  a  number  of  years;  that  after  his  death  the  projiorty  descended 
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to  tlic  witV  of  liiiii,  (tiie  said  Foniills,)  and  after  lirr  dcalli  it  went  intu  tlu;  pusscssinu  (,f  l.'aiilinc!  Amlrews, 
her  son  ami  li'n'al  lirir,  wlm  traiisforrnl  it  t.i  tlu-  |iir^ciil  rlniuiaiit. 

i'i:iii;u  \iii;am»a. 

Swtini  to  liofflV  1110  tliis  -ilUll  (lav  of  Sriilnnliri-,    Is^'l. 

i-:.  i;.  (iori.ii,  ./»>■//.■,■  ,,/■  u,,-  i'r,,<;-. 

Tekkitokv  or  Fi.oiiiDA,  Vnuntij  of  St.  •hilin'i^: 

The  (lc|iiisitioii  K\'i  ISart'ilo  rinnioo,  taken  lief,  ire  j-llias  l'>.  ( niuld,  a  jiistiee  nf  the  pea  re  I'm-  ihc  e.Jinit  v  id' ire- 
said,  OoIoImi-  1,   1SJ4; 

ISartuIii  I'ouiu-e,  lieiiig'  sworn,  says  that  lie  reeulU'cts  tliat  liis  I  deiiuneiil's )  father  and  luie  I'etrr 
Foniills  left  St.  Aug-ustiuo  aliout  twenty  years  a^'o  to  settli'  Key  llusknn.  lte|Minent  thinks  he  was 
about  ton  years  old;  when  de]ioiu>iit's  father  ami  I'eter  I'ornills  hail  relnnied  de|Hinent  heani  his  father 
say  that  they  had  settled  Key  Fjuskiin.  ami  hail  remained  there  smne  time.  Iml  tiiat  tliey  were  nliliued  to 
alniiuloii  the  island  in  eonseiiuenee  nf  the  war  lietween  (ireat  ISritain  ami  Spain;  ile|iiiuent  says  his  fatlier 
lias  been  dead  abnut  twelve  years,  and  that  I'edni  Fornills  is  alsu  dead;  ile|Hiueiit  has  ;d\vays  umlerstnud 
that  Key  Buskiui  was  Feter  Furiiills"  |iro|ierty ;  that  when  he  died  the  ]iroi)erty  wiiil  to  his  ^^■ife,  and 
after  the  death  of  ^[rs.  Fornills  it  went  lu  la'r  snn,  liaphael  Andrews,  and  the  said  .\mlrews  snld  the  said 
island  to  tlie  ]iresent  elainiant. 

I'.AI.'TOkO  +  l'(.)r\rE. 

iiiiirk. 

Sworn  to  before  uie  this  1st  day  i.if  Octi.il>er,  lb:!4. 

F.   !!.  (iOULl),  ,//(<//>,•„/■  //,.•  r,'(we. 

Territory  of  Fi.orid.k,  Count y  of  SI.  Julnt'.-' : 

The  deposition  of  John  Fonnee,  nf  the  eity  of  St.  Au.2,-nsliiii\  taken  Oetober  2,  1824,  before  Klias  1!.  (Jmild, 

a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid: 

John  Founce,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  kmiws  the  island  calK'd  Key  llusknn.  near  Cape  Flnrida.  ami 
docs  not  think  it  contains  more  than  17")  acres  tit  for  cultivation;  depmient  was  iJii  tlie  island  uf  Key 
Buskun  about  20  years  ag-o,  and  saw  (ininea  i-nin  and  coli'co  .growing  on  it.  Thert'  was  a  nian  named 
Vincent  living  on  the  island,  Init  deponent  dues  not  know  who  settled  him  there;  but  he  always  under- 
stood that  Kev  Buskun  belonged  to  Feter  Fornills.     And  further  this  deponent  savs  imt. 

hi.s 

JOHN'  +  FOUXCE. 

mark. 
Sworn  to  before  me  October  2,  1824. 

E.  B.  QOYU),  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DEOKEE  EY  THE  DO.VRD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  concession  from  Governor  White  to  Peter  Fornills  for  1T5  acres, 
dated  January  18,  1818.  Fornills  and  his  wife  having  said  the  land  descended  to  Andrews,  who  sold  and 
convej'cd  the  same  to  claimant,  we  deem  the  grant  a  valid  one,  and  coutirin  it  to  Mrs.  Davis.     December  21. 

No.  124.— Report  No.  1.— 1824. 

John  D.  Vaufjhan  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  tv:o  hundred  and  fftij  acres  of  land. 

5IEM0RUL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claiuis  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  John  D.  Yaughan  respectfully  sliowcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  situated  and  being  in  Amelia  island,  and  containing  two  hundred  and  lifty  acres,  which,  by  the 
survey  of  Don  John  Purcell,  has  the  following  metes  and  bounds,  to  wit:  north  47°  east,  90  chains,  then 
north  80°  east,  55  chains,  and  bounded  on  the  west  by  marsh,  and  on  the  north  by  lands  of  Antonio  Suarez, 
on  the  south  by  lands  of  John  Edwards,  and  on  the  cast  by  vacant  lands;  wdiich  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  by  the  Spanish  government,  March  4,  1797,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  the  year  1790,  and  l.iy  your  memorialist  having  resided  on  the  said  land  the  number 
of  years  required  by  the  government  of  Florida,  obtained,  June  IS,  1821,  from  Governor  Coppinger  com- 
plete titles  for  said  land;  all  which  matters,  as  above  stated,  being  fully  shown  by  the  accompumying 
document,  marked  A.  Your  memorialist  further  states  that  he  is  now,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  a 
resident  of  Florida,  and  was  such  at  the  cession  of  the  Territory  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
And  vour  memorialist  prays  that  vour  honorable  board  will  contirm  his  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 

j.\(».  D.  VAr(;iiAN, 

By  his  agent,  E.  11.  GIBSON. 

[Translation  ] 

St.  Augusti.n'e  r>E  h.\  Fi,oRiri.\,  Jlurch  1,  1797. 

Jiilin  Daniel  Vaughan  supplicates  your  e,\celli?ncy  that  j'ou  would  grant  tii  him  the  iiuiiilier  of  acres 
of  land  that  may  correspond  to  the  nunilier  of  his  family,  on  Amelia  island,  on  vacant  land  to  the  north 
of  the  lands  solicited  by  Don  John  Edwards;  which  favor  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  tlie  g'oodness  of  your 
excellencv. 

JUAN  D.  VAUGHAN. 

The  Governor  and  Commaxder-i.v-chief. 

St.  Ari;rsTiNE,  Mareli-2.  1797.    " 

Let  the  commandant  of  engineers  report. 

WHITE. 
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Sendr  Govehxur  and  C().mm.\nder-in-c-iiief:  Tlierc  is  no  objection  to  the  petitioner  establishing  himself 
(in  the  land  which  ho  solicits  on  the  island  of  Amelia,  if  it  meets  the  a]iprobation  of  your  excellency;  but, 
as  there  may  hereafter  be  reasons  why  the  government  sliould  wisli  to  remove  the  inhabitants  from  the 
island  to  tlie  land  on  llic  river  St.  John's,  it  ought  to  be  on  condition  that  the  petitioner  should  have  no 
claim  on  the  royal  treasury  for  damages  on  account  of  such  removal.  This  is  what  I  have  to  inform  your 
e.\.cclleiicy,  that  you  may  act  as  is  agreeable  to  you.     St.  Augustine,  March  3,  lldl. 

PEDRO   DLVS  BERPJO. 

St.  Augustine,  March  4,  noi. 
Let  there  be  granted  to  the  petitinner  the  land  which  he  solicits,  without  prejudice  to  a  third  person, 
according  to  the  numljer  of  his  family,  and  to  the  jireciso  condition  of  conforming  himself  to  the  foregoing 
cxpositicm  of  not  claiming  any  damages  if  the  service  of  the  King  should  require  that  he  leave  the  island 
and  retire  to  land  on  thi'  St.  John's. 

WHITE. 
The  certificate  was  given.     "  Rengile." 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  translation  of  the  accompanying  document,  marked  A,  purporting 
to  be  a  copy  of  the  memorial  and  concession  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Amelia  island  to  John  D.  Vaughan. 


P.  J.  PATIO   ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 


[Translation] 


In  virtue  of  the  commission  conferred  on  me  by  Dt)n  Henry  White,  political  and  military  governor  of 
this  ]irovince,  October  7,  1803,  I  certify  that  I  have,  in  the  presence  of  the  Captains  Don  Perdinand  de 
la  Puentc  and  Don  Santiago  Cashen,  surveyed  and  laid  off  for  Don  Jolm  D.  Vaughan  a  tract  of  land  con- 
taining two  hundred  andiifty  acres,  and  situated  on  Amelia  island,  and  bounded  on  the  west  by  marsh, 
on  the  north  by  lands  of  Antonio  Suarcz,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  John  Edwards,  and  on  the  cast  liy 
vacant  lands,  whose  figure  and  boundaries  are  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  plat;  and  in  confn-mation 
thereof  I  sign  the  above  in  the  island  of  Amelia,  December  14,  1807. 

JOHN  PURCELL. 

Fernandina  de  la  Punta. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  translation  of  the  certificate  of  survey  by  J.  Purcell  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  for  Don  John  D.  Vaughan. 

F.  J.  PATIO,  >S'.  B.  L.  C. 

N.  47  K,  90  clmins. 


DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  exhibited  to  the  board  a  concession  Avithout  condition  for  the  land  by  Governor 
White,  dated  March  4,  1797;  likewise  a  survey;  in  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and 
his  heirs.     July  14,  1824. 

No.  125.— Retort  No.  1.— 1824. 

(Halirid  W.  Pi  rjiall  \^.  Tlie  United  Slatc-f.     Claim  for  sixteen  acres  of  land. 

MEMORtAI.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  t(i  a  tract  of 
lanil  consisting  of  sixteen  acres,  situated  about  one  mile  to  the  north  of  the  gate  of  this  town,  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  lands  formerly  of  Peter  Triay,  and  on  the  west  by  St.  Nicholas  road;  the  first  line  runs 
iiortii  75°  east,  12  chains,  to  a'stake;  the  second  line,  thence  south  21°  east,  15i  chains,  to  another  stake; 
third  line,  thence  south  75°  west,  9  chains,  to  another  stake;  fourth  line,  thence  north  31°  west,  151  chains, 
to  another  stake,  where  tli<'  first  line  began;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made 


iS^of),]  I'l' A  1  MS    I  N    I'l.O  i;  IDA 


to  Dif'g'o  Curreras  by  Governor  Wliito,  ilativl  I'l^hniary  6,  ISlfi,  in  virtue  of  tlir  imvuI  unlcr  ul'  Ocii.liir  -J  t, 
niHI,  who  olitaini'ij  a  loval  lillf  rnmi  (nivcrni'r  ('ii|i|iinL;'iT  .luiic  I'.i,  IslS,  and  who  ennvcycil  Ihr  sanu-  In 
vonr  niciniirialist  hy  I'ill  ul'  .salr  (Liird  A|iiil  liil,  l^l'.t.  Ami  viuii-  inrniurialist  I'lirlliiT  showcth  thai  lic'  is 
in  actual  |iossession  of  said  hiiid;  lijal  hr  is  a  riti/.cn  nf  the  I  nitcd  Stales  and  ri'siih'iit  <<\'  Si.  Aii;_;'iisliHr. 
Novenilx'r  10,  1823. 

C.   \V.   I'KIM'AI,!,, 
I!y  ills  attorney,  WILLIAM    K  K  V  N( )  LDS. 

[lIiTi'  lolliiws  the  traiislal  inn  nf  tlir  ninccssinn  hy  ( in\  i-riiui-  While  In  |)icL;ii  ('aii'cias  of  the  sixlccn 
acres  of  land,  datrd   l\'li[  nary  (i,   ISO.'). J 

[Here  fdlows  ihr^tianslation  nf  the  certilieate  and  plat  nf  snvvcy  of  the  sixteen  acres  hy  Andies 
Burgcvin,  dated  I'l'lHiiary  1."),  lylU.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  eon\-eyaiice  tVoni  f'arreras  to  I'criiall,  dateil  April  2o,  lsl().| 

LlECUEF.    IIV    THE    lio.MlD. 

The  claimant  produced  in  evidence  a  concession  for  the  sixteen  acres  of  land  made  liy  (iovernor 
White  to  I)iei;-o  Carreras  I-Vliruary  (i,  180.5,  and  a  survey  thereof;  Carreras,  A[iril  2:_!,  isl'.i,  sold  and  con- 
veyed the  land  to  .Mr.  Perpall.  It  ajipeareil  also  that  Carreras  improved  and  cultivated  the  kind  for  somi' 
time.     The  same  is  hereby  coidirmed  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     Seiitember  17. 

No.  126.— KeportNo.  1.— 18-24. 

Bartohim'^  de  Ciisiro  ij  Ferrer  vs.  I'lie  Uni/cil  Slatr.<.     Claim  for  lira  /lioitsinul  lira  litindrcd  and  ^i.rl[/-si.r  and 

a  Un'rd  acreg  of  land. 

-ME.MORI.VL. 

To  till'  honorable  the  commissioners  appoinled  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Tlie  petition  of  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  respectfully  slioweth:  That  your  memorialist  claims 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting-  of  sixtj'-eiyht  caballerias,  or  about  2,2Ij6^  acres  of  land,  situated  at  St. 
Pablo,  on  a  creek  by  the  same  name,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John's,  about  forty  miles  to  the  north 
of  St.  Aug'ustine,  bounded  on  the  north,  south,  and  east  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  west  by  the  St.  Pablo 
creek;  the  first  lino  commences  at  a  pine  on  the  margin  of  said  creek,  marked  with  a  cross,  and  runs  east, 
eighty-six  chains,  to  another  pine  with  the  same  mark;  the  second  line  begins  at  the  last-mentioned  jiine, 
and  runs  south  12^  east,  300  chains,  to  a  stake  with  the  same  mark;  the  third  line  begins  at  said  stake, 
and  runs  west,  40  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  the  fourth  line  begins  at  the  last-mentioned  pine, 
and  runs  north  40°  west,  SO  chains,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  and  thence  along-',tlie  meanders 
of  said  creek  to  the  beginning,  as  is  seen  by  a  plat  and  certilieate  herewith  filed,  made  by  Pedro  Marr(jt 
in  favor  of  Juan  ilcQueeu,  and  dated  February  3,  1102,  and  nuirked  exhibit  A;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Juan  McQueen,  dated  February  29,  1804,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  October  20,  1700,  who  sold  the  same  to  memorialist,  as  is  seen  bj-  the  certified  copy  of 
conveyance  dated  February  9,  1809,  and  marked  exhibit  B.  And  your  memorialist  further  showcth  that 
he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  ho  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

BARTOLOME  DE  CASTRO  Y  FEP.RER. 

[Hero  follows  the  translation  of  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake 
of  seventy  caballerias  of  land,  dated  February  3,  1792,  surveyed  for  Juan  Mct^uceu.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  White  to  Juan  McQueen  fir  sixty- 
eight  caballerias,  (equal  to  2,2()t)J  acres,)  dated  Februarj-  27,  1804,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  (if  1790. J 

[Here  follows  the  translation  i.if  the  conveyance  from  John  McQueen  to  claimant  of  sixty-eight  cabal- 
lerias, dated  February  9,  1809.] 

DECREE    BY    TUE    I!(i.VRD. 

The  claimant  exhibited  to  the  board  a  certified  }ilat  of  survey  made  by  Marrot  to  Juan  McQueen, 
dated  February  3,  1792;  also  a  royal  title  for  the  land  bj'  (governor  AVliiti'  to  said  McQueen,  dated  Felu'uary 
27,  1804,  for  headrights;  also,  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  grantee  to  claimant.  All  which  being  satisfactory 
to  the  board,  thev  confirm  his  title  for  the  lainl.     December  24. 
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I825.J  OLA  IMS    IN    FLORIDA. 


\o.   1.— Rei'out  No.  2.— 1824. 
George  AlkintKvi  v.s.  The  I'ni/ed  Staler.      Claim  to  ime  Ihaiimnd  >ii.r  luiiidred  aerei^  nf  hnnl. 

MEMOP.IAI,. 

To  the  honorable  the  comminrtinners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  /(VA'.s  to  lands  in  East  Flm-ida : 

Tlie  petition  of  Gooi'fi'o  Atkinson,  by  his  attorney,  Georo-o  Gibbs,  showetli:  That  yimr  nienKU'ialist 
chiims  title  to  a  tract  oC  land  consistinj;-  of  one  tlmnsand  and  si.xty  acres,  situatcil  nn  fhi'  rivrr  Nassau, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Spell's  Swamji,  on  the  nortji  side  of  tlie  river,  bnundccl  by  vaeant  lands,  as 
follows:  first  line  runs  north  45°  west,  135  cljaiiis;  second  lin<'  runs  s.mth  4.")  west,  S(l  chains;  lliiid  line 
runs  south  45°  east,  135  chains;  fourth  line  runs  nurth  45^  east,  SO  chains,  as  will  appeal-  by  plat  niai-k<'(l 
A;  which  title  j-our  memorialist  derives  from  a  g-rant  made  to  him  March  8,  1810,  by  (Jovermir  ('o|ipin.i;-ei-, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  Marcli  29,  1815,  as  per  deed  marked  15.  Anil  yoiir  memorialist  furllier 
showetli  that  he  was,  at  the  e.xchang-e  of  tlat;-s,  and  now  is,  lei^-ally  seized  and  possessed  of  th(^  said  lands; 
that  he  is  a  citi/.en  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Daricn,  in  the  State  uf  Gcdrgia.  .\11  (if  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Atlurnej  ni  fwi 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  prnpertij  for  one  tlioumnd  and  sixty  acres  vf  land  in  facor  of  Don  George  Atkinson. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  g-overnor  y//'0  tern.,  and  chio 

of  the  royal  finance  of  the  city  and  province,  &c.,  &c: 

"Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  donations 
and  rewards  projioscd  liy  my  predecessor,  Brigadier  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  officers  and  suldiers,  both 
of  the  line  as  well  as  militia,  of  this  province,  who  contributed  to  the  defence  thereof  during  the  period  (jf 
the  rebellion,  being  one  of  said,  rewards  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  family 
each  individual  may  have;  that  Don  George  Atkinson,  lieutenant  of  tlie  local  militia  of  the  town  of  Fer- 
naudina,  having  presented  himself,  soliciting  the  quantity  corresponding  to  himself,  his  family,  and  slaves, 
there  were  granted  him  one  thousand  and  si.xty  acres  of  land  on  the  north  creek  of  the  Nassau,  in  a  vacant 
place  known  as  Spell's  Swamp,  under  the  following  bcmndaries  and  dimensions:  the  first  line  runs  north- 
west, measuring  130  chains,  commences  at  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross,  at  the  north  end  of  an  old  field 
called  Woodland's  old  field,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  the  second  line  runs  southwest, 
measuring  80  chains,  commences  at  the  said  pine  and  ends  at  a  stake  with  the  same  mark  of  the  cross; 
the  third  line  runs  southeast,  measuring  130  chains,  begins  at  said  stake  and  ends  at  another  with  the 
same  mark;  the  fourth  line  runs  northeast,  measuring  80  chains,  commencing  at  said  stake,  and  ends  at 
the  pine  of  the  beginning;  which  concession  was  made  him  by  my  decree  of  the  16th  of  February  last, 
agreeably  to  the  regulatitms  established  by  this  government  for  the  distribution  of  lands,  and  according 
to  the  number  of  persons  and  slaves  each  family  consists  of,  as  appears  by  the  proceeding  instituted  for 
that  purpose  by  the  said  Atkinson,  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary;  Wherefore,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  aforesaid  Don  George  Atkinson  the  above- 
mentioned  one  thousand  and  sixty  acres,  without  injury  to  a  third,  in  the  place  already  pointed  out,  for 
himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do 
grant  him,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it 
had  to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Don  George  Atkinson,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance, 
wnth  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  which  it  had,  has,  or  by  right  may 
belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  as  may  best 
suit  them.     To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority,  and  by  right  ought  to,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  the  citv  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  8,  1816. 

JOSE  COFPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency; 

Ju.i.V    DE    EXTR.\LG0,    (f'C,   d'C. 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  di.i  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being 
used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  8,  1810. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  gen- 
eral, appointed  by  the  government  <:if  the  same  city  and  province;  I  certifj'  that,  October  30,  1810,  I 
measured  and  laid  otf  for  Don  George  Atkinson,  merchant,  of  the  town  of  Fernandina,  one  thousand  and 
sixty  acres,  in  a  place  called  Spell's  Swanqi,  near  the  river  Nassau,  which  were  granted  him  by  the  gov- 
erniiii'iit  in  absolute  property,  as  appears  by  documentary  title,  which  the  interested  has  shown  me,  and 
which  he  is  in  pcis.session  of;  'which  land  is  conformable  in  all  its  parts  to  the  following  plat  and  its  cojiy 
in  the  book  of  survevs  under  my  charf!-e.     Fernandina,  Amelia  island. 

GEORGE   J.  F.  CLARKE. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 
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1.    N.  56°  W.,  135  chains. 


Head  of  Blunt  branch.        Pine. 


3.     S.4.=i°  E.,  135  chains. 


DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  by  claimant  pro- 
ducing a  royal  title  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppin-'er,  dated  March  8,  1818.  The  land  was  surveyed 
by  the  regular  officer.  We  recommend  this  claim  to  Congre.s.s  for  confirmation,  the  claimant  being  a 
non-resident.     June  11,  1824. 

No.  2.— Report  No.  2.--1824. 
Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showcth:  Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  title  in  and 
to  a  certain  tract  or  ]3arcel  of  land  consisting  of  2,000  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid, 
at  a  place  called  the  Rig  Hammock,  about  forty  miles  to  the  westward  of  Buena  Vista,  on  a  creek  to  the 
westward  of  St.  John's  river,  commencing  on  the  north  of  said  place;  that  the  .said  tract  of  land  has  the 
following  lines  and  dimensions,  and  had,  at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof,  the  following  boundaries,  that 
is  to  say:  the  tirst  line  begins  at  a  stake,  and  runs  S.  5.5°  W.,  100  chains,  to  another  stake,  and  was  bounded 
by  lands  belonging  to  Antonio  Alvarez;  the  second  line  runs  from  the  said  mentioned  stake  N.  55°  W., 
200  chains,  to  another  stake;  the  third  line  runs  from  the  said  last-mentioned  stake  N.  55°  E.,  100  chains, 
to  another  stake,  and  was  bounded  by  lands  of  Donna  Catalina  Hijuelos;  and  the  fourth  line  runs  from  the 
said  last-mentioned  stake  S.  35°  E.,  200  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  all  which  will  more  distinctly 
appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  said  land,  bearing  date  September  9,  1819, 
herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  A,  wliicli  said  survey  was  made  by  one  Andres  Burgevin, 
in  virtue  of  an  order  therefor  of  tiie  government  of  April  5,  1819.  And  j'our  memorialist  further  shows 
that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  originallj'  granted  to  one  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  without  condition,  and  in 
absolute  property,  on  December  1,  1817,  a  decree  of  the  same  having  been  issued  therefor  on  Maj'  29,  of 
the  same  year;  that  the  decree  and  grant  for  the  said  land  were  made  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  then  the 
governor  of  East  Florida,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain,  bearing  date  March 
29,  1815,  as  will  njore  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  grant  now 
here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  and  that  the  said  Tomas  de  Aguilar  afterwards,  that  is 
to  saj',  on  February  22,  1822,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  to  him  by  your  memorialist,  conveyed  to 
your  memorialist  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  and  its  appurtenances,  as  will  fully  and  at  large  appear 
by  a  reference  to  the  uriginal  conveyance  of  the  said  land  by  the  said  Tomas  do  Aguilar  to  your  memorial- 
ist, now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  C.  And  your  memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  the 
said  Tomas  de  Aguilar  was,  before  and  at  the  time  the  said  land  was  so  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida, 
and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  was,  at  the  time  of  the  said  cession,  and 
before  it,  and  lias  ever  since  continued  to  be,  and  now  is,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida. 
Wherefore,  he  prays  a  confirmation  of  his  title  in  and  to  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances,  in  conformity 
to  the  act  of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided.     And  he  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

FRANCISCO  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Translation  ] 
Title  of  property  for  two  thousand  a.cres  of  land  in  favor  of  Bon  Tomas  de  Aguilar. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  ^wo  tem.,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  jinance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province,  by  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  donations 
and  rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor,  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
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both  of  tlie  Hue  as  well  :is  militia,  of  this  province,  who  coutiil.niteil  to  its  defence  at  the  time  of  the  rel)ol- 
lion,  being  one  of  said  rewards  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  iiniiilicr  of  famllv  oach 
person  may  liave;  that  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  ensij^n  of  the  army  and  secretary  of  this  }j;ovciiimciit, 
having  presented  himself,  soliciting,  in  virtue  of  said  donations,  the  concession  (jf  '2,000  acres  of  land 
they  were  granted  him,  in  vacant  land,  on  the  jilace  known  by  the  name  of  J5ig  Hammock,  aliout  foiiy 
nules,  more  or  less,  distant  to  the  west  of  the  post  of  Buena  Vista,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Si.  John's, 
its  measurement  commencing  on  the  north  side  of  said  place,  and  Ibllowing  the  boundaries  of  ihosi- 
granted  to  Don  Antonio  Alvarez,  as  is  proven  by  my  decree  of  tiie  '2'.Uh  May  last,  placed  on  the  pro. ceil- 
ings instituted  by  the  said  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  on  lile  in  the  government  notary's  ollice:  Wherefore,  1 
have  thought  proper  to  grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Tomas  ch; 
Aguilar  the  above-mentioned  2,000  acres  of  laud,  in  the  place  pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  third,  for 
liimself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property*;  audio  granting  him,  as  by  the  jiresents  I  do  grant 
liira,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to 
said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  the  same  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encum- 
brance whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  aud  appurtenances  which  it  lia<l  or 
may  have,  aud  of  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  being  their  will,  the_y  may  sell,  cede,  transfer, 
ami  alienate  it  as  ma_y  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  I  can,  and  by 
right  'ought  to,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  uotary  of  government  and  royalfmance, 
in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  7,  1817. 

JOSE  COFPIXGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellencj-: 

JfA.v  i>E  ExTR.iLGO,  Notavij  of  Government  and  Eoyal  Finance 

Conformable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  mj-  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  partj',  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being 
used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  7,  1817. 

[l.  s.]  JUAX  de  EXTRALGO,  rf-c,  d-c,  etc. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  surveyor,  appointed  by  decree  of  this  government,  made  the  1.5th  of  April  of  the 
present  year,  in  favor  of  the  interested:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  Don  Tomas  de 
Aguilar  a  tract  of  laud  containing  2,000  acres,  situated  in  a  big  hammock  which  goes  from  the  river 
Ock'laicalta  towards  the  Indian  village  named  AlacJiua,  said  land  being  about  two  miles  and  a  half  distant 
from  the  said  river  of  Okelevaka;  bounded  on  its  south  side  by  the  lands  of  Don  Antonio  Alvarez,  and  on 
its  north  side  by  the  lands  of  Donna  Catalina  de  Jesus  Hijuelos,  and  being  in  all  its  other  circumstances 
conformable  to  the  accompanying  plat;  and  that  it  may  be  made  known,  I  give  the  present,  which  I  sign 
at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  September  9,  1819. 

AXDRES  burgevix. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  G. 

■  id  line.     North  35°  East.  200  cliMiin, 
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[Here  follows  a  conveyance  by  deed  from  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  attorney  of  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  to 
claimant,  dated  February  22,  1822.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BO.IRD. 

We  find  in  this  case  that  the  land  was  granted  in  absolute  property  to  Thomas  de  Aguilar,  December 
7,  1817,  by  Governor  Coppiuger,  who  conveyed  the  same,  by  his  attorney,  to  claimant.  In  consideration 
whereof,  we  recommend  the  same  to  claimant.     July  6,  1824. 

TESTIMONY. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     Glaim  for  two  thoK.'iand  acres  of  land. 


Pedro  Miranda,  being  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  a  deed  conveying  the  two  thousand  acres  of 
land  to  Francis  P.  Sanchez  is  the   signature  of  the  witness,  who  was  the  attorney  of  Thomas  de  Aguilar. 
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And  witness  further  says  that  the  power  of  attorney  from  Aguilar  to  witness  has  been  lost,  so  that  at 
present  it  cannot  be  found. 

PEDRO  MIRANDA. 

Before  the  board  in  session,  July  7,  1824. 

No.  3.— Rei-ort  No.  2.— 1824. 
Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  thousand  seveii  hundred  aci'es  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

Territory  of  Florida,  East  Florida: 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Francisco  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to 
a  certain  tract  or  jjarccl  of  land  containinf;'  two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East 
Florida  aforesaid,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  known,  at  the  time  the  British  occupied  this  Territory, 
liy  the  name  of  Dunn's  Lake,  and  has  the  following  lines  and  dimensions,  and  at  the  time  of  the  survey 
thereof  had  the  following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  the  iirst  line  commences  at  a  cypress  tree  and  runs 
north  33°  east,  1*70  chains,  to  a  pine,  and  is  bounded  by  lands  of  Sautes  Rodriguez;  "the  second  line,  com- 
mencing at  the  said  pine  tree,  runs  south  67°  cast,  100  chains,  to  a  cy]>ress,  and  was  bounded  by  vacant 
lands;  and  the  said  lands  were  bounded  on  all  sides  by  Dunn's  lake,  as  will  more  fully  and  distinctly 
appear  by  the  plat  of  the  said  tract  of  land  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  the  surveyor  general  of  East 
Florida,  from  the  survey  thereof  by  him,  bearing  date  April  2,  1818,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and 
marked  e.xliibit  A.  And  your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  originally  granted 
to  Fernando  M.  Arredondo,  jr.,  April  17,  1806,  and  was  afterwards,  to  wit,  December  13,  1817,  "confirmed 
to  him  by  a  grant  in  absolute  property  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  as  will 
appear  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  last-mentioned  grant,  hereto  annexed  and  marked  B,  reference 
thereto  being  had;  that  the  said  Fernando  de  la  l[aza  Arredondo,  sen.,  conveyed  the  said  land,  according  to 
the  formalities  of  the  Spanish  law,  to  one  Pedro  Miranda,  December  15,  1817,  as  will  appear  by  exhibit 
C,  hereto  annexed,  reference  being  thereto  had;  and  the  said  Pedro  Miranda  afterwards,  that  is  to  say, 
January  11,  1821,  for  a  valuable  consideration  paid  to  him  by  your  memorialist,  conveyed,  according  to 
the  formalities  of  the  Spanish  law,  to  your  memorialist  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  fee  simple  abso- 
lute, as  will  fullj^  and  at  large  appear  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  conveyance,  herewith  submitted  and 
filed,  marked  exhibit  D.  Your  memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  the  said  Fernando  de  la  Maza 
Arredondo,  sen.,  was,  at  the  time  the  said  two  grants  were  made  to  him  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  and 
settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  tlie  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  was,  at  the  time 
the  conveyance  of  the  said  tract  of  land  was  made  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of 
Spain;  and  that  he  has  continued  since  the  said  cession  to  be,  and  now  is,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of 
East  Florida. 

Wherefore,  j-our  memorialist  prays  confirnuxtion  of  his  title  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its 
ajipurtenances,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  in  such  cases  made  and  provided;  and,  as  in  duty 
bound,  &c. 

FRANCISCO  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  J.  DRYSDALE. 

[Translation  ] 

Title  for  two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  sen. 

Don  Jos(j  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  pro  (em.,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province,  by  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  donations 
and  rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor.  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
both  of  the  line  as  well  as  niilitia,  and  other  individuals  of  this  province,  who  contributed  to  its  defence  at 
the  time  of  the  rebellion,  being  one  of  said  rewards  the  distribution  of  lands;  that  Don  Fernando  de  la 
Maza  Arredondo,  sen.,  having  presented  himself,  he  solicited  of  this  government,  and  there  were  granted 
to  him,  April  17,  1806,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  laud  on  those  vacant  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  known,  at  the  time  of  the  British  dominion,  by  the  name  of  Da  nor  Sleek, 
bounded  on  the  four  sides  by  vacant  lands,  as  is  proven  by  the  certificate  given  by  the  secretary  of  the 
government,  dated  October  9,  1814,  for  which  said  lands  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr.,  as  attor- 
ney in  fact  for  his  said  father,  has  solicited  that  there  be  given  him  the  title  of  i>roperty,  in  virtue  of  said 
donations  and  of  the  merits  and  services  rendered  which  make  him  entitled  to  it,  to  which  I  have  thought 
proper  to  accede,  by  my  decree  of  the  11th  of  the  present  month,  placed  in  the  in-oceeding  on  the  subject  on 
file  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary:  Wherefore  I  have  thought  jiroper  to  grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his 
Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  sen.,  the  above-mentioned  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  place  already  pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  third,  for  himself, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  granting  him,  as  by  these  presents  1  do  grant  him,  the 
corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  froiii  the  right  and  d(jminion  it  had  to 
said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any 
hindrance,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances  which  it  had  or  may 
have,  and  of  right  may  belong  or  pertain  thereto;  and,  it  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transier,  and 
alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  1  can,  and  by  right 
ought  to  do,  by  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  finance, 
in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  13,  1817. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency:  Juan  de  Entr.ilgo,  i(:c. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

J.  F.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 
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[Translation.] 
CKXERAI,    roWER  Of    ATTOHNEY. 

Know  ye  that  I,  Dun  ForniUKlo  do  la  Maza  ArrodDudii,  of  tin's  rity,  ln'rcby  ,i;'ivo  and  g-rant  my  full  and 
ample  power  of  attorney',  as  may  he  neeessary  and  required  in  law,  to  my  son,  Don  Fernando  de  la  .Ma/,a 
Arredondo,  also  an  inhabitant,  that  he  maj",  in  my  name,  and  rc|ii'i'seiiting-  my  per.son,  rights,  and  aetion^, 
have,  demand,  receive,  and  recover,  judicially  and  extra-judirially,  all  and  whatev('r  sums  of  money, 
gold,  silver,  jewels,  slaves,  merchandise,  and  clVects,  that  now  are  or  may  be  owing,  or  tlial  may  be  due 
to  mc  hereafter,  by  deeds,  notes,  accounts,  balances,  inheritance,  donations,  consignments,  invoices,  or  by 
any  other  title  or  reason  whatever,  altliongh  the  said  snms  or  eifects  are  not  herein  specilied,  nor  tlie  per- 
sons owing  the  same  to  me,  of  whom  he  may  demand  and  ri'ceive,  approving  or  disa))proving  of  tlie  various 
items  that  may  be  just,  and,  in  case  doubts  or  diflerences  shoidd  ^arise,  to  name  umpires  and  others  t  > 
determine  the  same,  and  of  the  amount  of  balances  that  may  he  due  me,  to  give  receipts  acknowledging- 
the  conclusion  thereof,  attesting  the  delivery,  and  renouncing  the  laws,  and  all  other  prools  in  the  I'ase; 
that  he  may  administrate  and  administer  all  and  any  part  of  my  property,  real  and  personal,  sell  the  same 
and  purchase  others,  rent  and  mortgage  them  for  the  prices  and  credits  which  have  been  adjusted  or  sellled 
for,  giving  the  deeds,  receipts,  and  discharges  necessary,  which  I  hereby  ajiprove  of  and  confirm  the  same 
as  if  I  had  been  present  at  the  signing;  and  that  he  may  defend  mc  in  all  my  lawsuits  and  affairs,  civil 
and  criminal,  ordinary  and  executive,  commenced  or  to  be  commenced  with  any  person,  entering  and 
defending  actions,  presenting  petitions,  deeds,  witnesses,  testimonies,  certificates,  proofs,  bonds,  accounts, 
balances,  and  other  documents,  to  see  presented,  sworn,  and  identified  those  of  the  opponent,  to  find  objec- 
tions and  defects,  to  stand  responsible  for  sayings  and  persons,  hear  the  pleadings  and  interlocutor}^  and 
definitive  sentences,  to  consent  to  what  is  favorable,  and  from  what  is  adverse  to  a[ipeal  and  petition, 
when  he  can  or  maj'  in  justice,  or  abstain  therefrom,  as  he  may  tliink  most  fit;  maki.'  olijections  to  the 
judges,  lawyers,  notaries,  and  otlier  officers,  proving  the  cause  of  his  objections  or  withdrawing  the  same,  as 
may  be  most  convenient ;  and,  finallj',  to  prosecute,  act,  and  do  everything  possible  in  my  favi  ir,  it  being  to  be 
understood  that  he  sliould  not  be  prevented  from  acting  for  want  of  sufficient  powers,  clauses,  requisites, 
or  other  precise  circumstances,  as  for  all  these  I  do  hereby  give  him  full  power,  without  limitatiiin,  with 
free  will  and  g-cneral  administration  of  all  incidents  and  occurrences,  power  to  prepare,  swear,  and  settle,  to 
appoint  substitutes,  to  revoke  the  same,  and  appoint  others  in  due  form;  and  for  the  ratification  of  what- 
ever he  shall  do,  I  hereby  bind  myself,  my  present  and  future  property,  witli  power  and  submission  to  the 
tribunals  of  his  Majesty,  that  they  may  compel  me  to  the  fulfilment  thereof  as  by  sentence  agreed  to, 
passed  in  authority  of  an  adjudged  cause,  in  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges  in 
my  favor,  and  everything  in  form  which  prohibits  it.  In  testimony  whereof,  it  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  January  5,  1812.  I,  the  notary,  do  attest  and  I  know  the  grantor  who  signed,  being 
witnesses,  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  Don  Bernardino  Sanchez,  and  Francisco  Rovira. 

FERNAxXDO  DE  LA  MAZA  ARREDONDO.  . 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 
[Translation.] 

COXVEYAXCE. 

Know  ye  that  I,  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr.,  inhabitant  of  this  city  and  attorney  in  fact 
for  my  father,  of  the  same  name,  agreeably  to  that  which  he  has  conferred  on  me  in  this  archive,  before 
the  notary,  Don  Jose  de  Zubizarctta,  January  5,  1812,  which  has  not  been  revoked,  and  is  sufficient  for 
what  follows,  do  really  sell  to  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  also  an  inhabitant,  two  thousand  seven  liundred  acres 
of  land,  the  property  of  my  said  father,  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place 
known,  at  the  time  of  the  British  dominion,  by  the  name  of  Dunn  S/crk,  boundcjd  on  the  four  sides  by 
vacant  lands;  which  land  was  granted  to  my  said  father  by  the  government,  and  there  was  given  him  a 
title  of  absolute  property  the  13th  of  the  present  month,  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary;  and 
I  sell  him  the  said  two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  place  pointed  out,  with  all  its 
entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances  wliich  it  has  or  may  belong  to  it,  free  from 
any  encumbrance,  (as  I,  the  notary,  do  certify  as  results  from  the  register  of  mortgages  under  my  charge, 
which  to  that  efl'eet  I  examined,)  for  the  sum  of  $1,500,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  me  in  cash,_  of 
which  sum  I  acknowledge  the  receipt,  of  my  free  will,  ren(3uncing  the  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception 
for  pecuniary  misreckoning,  fraud,  and  other  circumstances  of  the  case,  whereof  I  acknowledge  a  formal 
receijif;  in  virtue  of  which  I  separate  myself  from  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and 
whatever  other  right,  real  and  personal,  I  had  or  may  have  to  said  land,  which  I  cede,  renounce,  and 
transfer  to  tlie  purchaser,  and  whomsoever  may  represent  his  right,  that  he  may,  as  his  own,  possess,  sell, 
and  alienate  the  same  at  his  will,  in  virtue  of  these  writings,  which  I  make  in  his  favor  as  a  sign  of  real 
delivery,  with  which  will  be  proven  his  having  acquired  possession,  without  the  necessity  of  further  proof, 
from  which  I  relieve  him;  and  I  bind  myself  to  the  eviction  and  goodness  of  this  sale  in  sufficient  form, 
and  in  the  most  favoralile  manner,  in  favor  of  the  purchaser,  with  my  present  and  future  property,  with 
power  and  submission  to  the  tribunals  of  his  Majesty,  that  they  may  compel  me  to  the  fulfilment,  as  by 


acknowledge  as  delivered  to  my  will,  renouncing  the  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  of  the  thing  not  seen  nor 
received,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the  matter,  of  which  I  give  a  receipt  in  form.  In  testimony 
whereof,  it  is  dated  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  15,  1817. 

I,  the  notary,  do  attest  and  know  the  parties  who  signed,  being  witnesses,  Don  Thomas  de  Aguilar, 
Don  Jose  Bernardo  Reyes,  and  Don  Antonio  Alvarez,  inhabitants  present. 

FEKNANliO  DE  LA  MAZA  ARREDONDO,  Jr. 
PEDRO  MIRANDA. 
Before  me—  ^^^^^  DE  ENTRALGO,  £c. 
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I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

P.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  a 

[Translation.] 

CONVEYANCE. 

Know  ye  that  I,  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  inhabitant  of  this  city,  do  really  sell  to  Don  Francisco  Pascual 
Sanchez,  also  an  inhabitant,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  I  possess  as  my  property 
in  this  province,  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  known,  at  tlie  time  of  the 
British  dominion,  by  the  name  of  Dunn's  Lake,  bounded  on  tlie  four  sides  by  vacant  lands;  which  said  land 
I  obtained  and  purchased  from  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr  ,  as  attorney  in  fact  of  his  father, 
of  the  same  name,  to  whom  it  belonged,  of  wliich  he  acknowledged  a  deed  in  my  favor  before  the  present 
notary,  in  his  archives,  December  16,  1817;  and  I  sell  to  the  said  Don  Francisco  Pascual  Sanchez  the 
above-mentioned  two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs, 
rights  and  appurtenances  wliich  it  has  or  may  belong  to  it,  free  from  any  encumbrance,  (as  I,  the  notary, 
do  certify  as  results  from  the  register  of  mortgages  under  my  charge,  which  to  that  effect  I  examined,) 
for  the  sum  of  $'2,100,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  me  in  cash,  of  which  sum  I  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  my  free  will,  renouncing  the  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  for  pecuniary  misreckoning,  fraud,  and 
other  circumstances  of  the  case,  wiiereof  I  acknowledge  a  formal  receipt;  in  virtue  of  which  I  separate 
myself  from  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and  whatever  other  right,  real  and  per- 
sonal, I  iiad  or  may  have  to  said  land,  which  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser,  and  whom- 
soever may  represent  his  right,  that  he  may,  as  his  own,  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  the  same  at  his  will,  ' 
in  virtue  of  these  writings,  which  I  make  in  his  favor  as  a  sign  of  real  delivery,  with  which  will  be 
proven  his  having  acquired  possession,  without  the  necessity  of  further  proof,  from"  which  I  relieve  him; 
and  I  bind  myself  to  the  eviction  and  goodness  of  this  sale  in  sufficient  form,  and  in  the  most  favorable 
manner,  in  favor  of  the  purchaser,  with  my  present  and  future  property,  with  power  and  submission  to 
the  tribunals  of  his  Majesty,  that  they  may  compel  me  to  the  fulfilment  thereof,  as  by  sentence  agreed  to 
and  passed  by  virtue  of  an  adjudged  case,  upon  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges 
in  my  favor,  and  the  general  in  form  which  prohibits  it.  And  I,  the  said  purchaser,  being  present,  do 
accept  in  my  favor  this  indenture,  and  by  it  receive  as  purchased  the  above-mentioned  two  thousand 
seven  iiundred  acres  of  land  in  the  price  and  manner  it  has  been  sold  me,  which  I  acknowledge  as 
delivered  to  my  will,  renouncing  the  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  those  of  a  thing  not  seen  nor  received,  fraud, 
and  all  other  things,  of  all  other  things  in  the  matter  of  which  I  give  a  receipt  in  favor.  In  testimony 
whereof,  it  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  11,  1812. 

I,  the  notary,  do  attest,  and  I  know  the  parties  who  signed,  being  witnesses,  Don  Jos6  Mariano  Her- 
nandez, Don  Bernardo  Segui,  and  Don  Francisco  Medicis,  inhabitants  present. 

FRANCISCO  P.  SANCHEZ. 

PEDEO  MIRANDA. 


Before  me — 


JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notarij  of  Government. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 


2d  line      South  67°  East,  ICO  chains. 

1 


Dunn's  lake. 
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[Transliitiun  | 

Don  Gcorg-e  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia,  iu  tlic  eity  of  St.  Aug-iistino,  Florida,  caiitain  of  the  district 
of  St.  Mary's,  and  surveyor  g-eneral:  I  certify  that  I  liave  measured  and  laid  olV  lor  Hon  Fernando  ile  la 
Maza  Arredondo,  sen.,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  north  part  oi'  Dunn's  Lake,  which 
■were  granted  to  him  in  absolute  i)ro|)erty  December  13,  1817,  as  appears  b^-  docuniiMit  which  his  son  and 
attorney,  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  .Vrredondo,  has  shown  me,  and  are  in  its  circumstances  conformablo 
to  the  preceding-  plat  and  its  copy  iu  my  possession.     St.  Aug-ustine,  April  2,  1S18. 

GFOIKiE   J.  F.  CLARKE. 

I  certify  the  foregoing'  to  be  a  true  aud  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  6'.  B.  L.  0. 


The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to 
Congress  for  conlirmation. 

No.  4.— Retort  No.  2.— 1824. 
Philip  R.  Yonge  vs.  TJie  United  Stafcif.     Claim  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Philip  R.  Yonge,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  situated  in  Twelve-mile  Swamp,  bounded 
on  the  south  by  lauds  of  Z.  Kingsly,  on  the  east  by  a  line  ruuning  south  KiO  chains,  on  the  north  liy  a 
line  running  east  128  chains,  on  the  west  by  a  line  running  north  160  chains,  as  per  plat  marked  A; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  January  26,  1816,  by  Gov- 
ernor Coppinger,  iu  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  as  per  title  marked  B.  And  j'our  memo- 
rialist further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  flags,  and  now  is,  legally  seized  and  possessed  of 
said  lands;  that  he  is  a  native  of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida,  and  at  present  in  Great  Britain.  All  of 
which  is  respcctfullv  submitted. 

PHILIP   R.  YONGE, 
By  his  attorney  in  fact,  GEORGE  GIBBS. 

[Translation.] 

Florid.\,  February  16,  1815. 

Don  Philip  R.  Yonge,  a  native  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  this  province,  in  the  town  of  Fernandina, 
respectfulh'  appears  betVire  j'our  excellency  and  states,  that  as  he  never  aspired  to  apply  himself  with  his 
slaves  to  agriculture,  his  old  employment  of  commerce  being  well  known,  which  business,  useful  as  well 
to  the  State  as  to  his  interests,  has  drawn  away  his  attention  from  availing-  himself  of  the  privilege  of 
taking-  up  lands,  which  the  other  inhabitants  had  enjoyed,  which  are  had  by  ancient  concession  and  compli- 
ance with  the  conditions  which  establish  the  right  of  property;  alread}'  this  would  have  been  done  by 
your  memorialist,  but  now,  confiding  that  your  excellency  will  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances 
favorable  to  the  memorialist  as  to  his  continiied  application  to  the  commerce  of  the  province,  much  benefit 
must  have  resulted  to  the  royal  treasury;  the  many  services,  contributions,  and  supplies  wliich  he  has 
made  in  this  place  of  Fernandina,  as  well  as  having  had  the  good  fortune  to  enjoy  some  appointment,  and 
having  been  favored  with  the  confidence  of  your  excellency  on  various  occasions  interesting  to  the  royal 
service,  and  because  at  present,  in  the  decay  of  the  commerce  of  this  island,  your  memorialist  finds 
himself  with  38  slaves  fit  for  field  labor,  and  he  wants  lands  on  which  to  place  them;  desiring,  also,  to 
secure  the  subsistence  of  these,  as  well  as  of  his  family,  composed  of  six  persons,  he  desires  with  them 
to  estaljlish  himself  at  a  secure  point  of  the  province  and  convenient  to  this  cit.y;  he  has  chosen  that  of 
the  Twelve-mile  swamp,  which  lies  to  the  north  of  St.  Augustine;  to  which  eflfect,  and  with  the  laudable 
end  of  completing  the  same,  he  prays  your  excellency  that,  out  of  the  vacant  lands  in  said  swamp,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  him,  in  absolute  property,  2,000  acres  of  land,  in  order  that  he  may  undertake  on 
them  the  plan  he  has  pointed  out;  but  if  this  should  not  bo  agreeable  to  your  excellency,  you  will  at  least 
be  pleased  to  grant  them  on  the  same  footing-  as  to  the  other  subjects  admitted  in  this  province.  This 
your  petitioner  hopes  from  the  goodness  of  your  excellency. 

PUILIP  R.  YONGE. 

The  Governor. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustixe,  Februanj  23,  1815. 

Taking  into  consideration  what  is  represented  by  Don  Philip  Robert  Yonge,  and  the  good  services 
he  has  done  the  government  being  manifest  and  certain,  let  there  be  granted  to  him  the  two  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  the  place  which  lie  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  it  being  understood  that  as 
soon  as  the  survej^  and  plat  are  presented  by  him  and  that  he  proves  he  has  taken  possession  of  the  lands 
and  made  improvements  on  them,  such  as  building-  fences,  &c.,  the  corresponding  title  in  absolute  property 
shall  be  expedited  to  him,  without  his  being  oliliged  to  pass  more  time  on  (.ither  circumstances;  this  decree 
iu  the  meantime  being  sufficient  to  accredit  the  concession  from  which,  and  the  memorial  on  which,  it  is 
given.  The  copy  shall  be  delivered  by  the  present  notary,  in  whose  office  the  proceedings  shall  be  placed 
in  the  archives. 

KINDELAN. 

Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Xutari/  of  Government  pro  tern. 
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I  certify  tlie  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  royal  title  in  confirmation  of  the  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  claimant, 
dated  January  26,  1816.J 

[Translation.  ] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed  by  the  guvornment  of  this  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  marked  the 
boundaries  for  Dun  Philip  R.  Yonge  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  the  place  known  as  the  Twelve-mile 
Swamp,  which  were  granted  him  by  the  government;  which  land  is  distinguished  by  the  following 
boundaries  and  dimensions,  and  in  its  other  circumstances  agrees  with  the  present  plat  and  its  copy 
which  I  keep  in  the  book'of  surveys  under  my  charge.     Fcrnaudina,  November  4,  1815. 

G.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 
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Pine.  4tlilme.     South,  160  chains.  Pine. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  aud"correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  PATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE    BY    THE    B0.\P,D. 

The  claimant  produced  to  tlie  board  a  concession  for  the  land,  dated  February  23,  1815,  by  Governor 
Kindelan;^also,  a  confirmation  of  the  same,  by  a  royal  title  of  absolute  property  by  Governor  Coppinger, 
dated  January  26,  1816.  It  appearing  that  the  claimant  was  not  a  resident  in  the  province  at  the  time 
of  the  cession,  and  the  quantity  claimed  being  over  one  thousand  acres,  we  cannot,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  organizing  this  board,  confirm  to  him  the  quantity  he  claims,  but,  conceiving  he  has 
made  out  an  equitable  title  to  the  land,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  Congress  for  confirmation.  July 
8,  1824. 

No.  5.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 

John  Forbes  &  Go.  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  eighteen  hundivd  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  eighteen  hundred  acres  and  twenty-five  perches  on  St.  Pablo  creek,  bounded  as 
follows:  beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  sea  beach,  south  11°  west,  53  chains  and  50  links,  to  another  stake 
marked  "  thirteen"  with  Roman  numbers;  thence  north  18",  103  chains  and  90  links,  to  another  stake 
with  the  same  mark;  thence  running  west,  81  chains,  to  a  palmetto  tree  marked  III  &  X;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  grant  made  to  Catalina  Chicken  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist.  A  certified  copy  of  the  grant,  which 
was  made  May  4,  1804,  is  filed  herewith,  as  is  also  the  deed  from  Mrs.  Chicken.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lauds;  that  he  resides  in  St.  Augustine,  and  did  so 
at  the  change  of  flags. 

GEO.  li\]RRAY,  for  Memorialist. 

[Translation.] 

Title  in  favor  of  Donna  Gatalina  Chicken,  widow  of  Don  Andrew  Deivees,  and  of  his  other  heirs,  of  the  planta- 
tion named  the  Oranye  Grove. 

Don  Enrique  White,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  political  and  military  governor  of  this  city  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, Florida,  and  its  province,  by  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1190,  by  the  captain  general 
of  tlie  Island  of' Cuba"  and  both  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  otlier  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who, 
of  their  own  free  will,  ofler  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  shall  be  granted  and 
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surveyed  .n'ralis,  in  jirnportioii  to  tlii' wmkiTs  wliicli  <';icli  family  may  liaxc;  llial  I)<iii  Amlrcw  Dowco.s 
liavinn'  ))i'o.seiitecl  liimscH'  as  one  of  tlioiu,  lie  solieited  from  the  };'oveniiiieiit,  ami  there  were  j;'raiiteil  to 
him,  measured  and  (U'livered,  seventy-nine  ealiallerias  of  hind  at  the  plaiitatinn  named  the  Oran^'e  (irnve, 
correspnndin;;'  to  tlie  number  of  his  family,  which  he  deelar<'d  ii|i.'u  oath;  wliieli  land  is  known  and 
distini;'nislied  under  the  IViUowing-  boundaries  and  dimensions:  tin'  liisl  line  runs  south,  beji;iiis  at  the 
cdg"i;  of  a  marsli  of  the  river  St.  .lolin's,  and  ends  with  a  stake  marked  with  a  si^ai  of  .a,  cross,  cm  lheed"-eof 
tlie  sea  beach;  its  measurement  e(Uisists  of  one  hundred  ami  ninety-live  chains;  the  second  runs  west, 
begins  witli  the  said  stake  and  ends  with  a  ]iine  marked  with  a  mark  of  a  cross,  on  tln!  border  of  a  marsh 
on  I'abU)  creek,  boundiuj;-  the  lands  of  Don  John  Met^ueen,  and  measured  oni'  luuHh'ed  and  thirty  chains; 
the  third  and  fourth  lines,  which  form  its  front,  run,  the  erne  the  edge  of  a  nuirsh  of  the  river  SI.  .lolin's, 
as  results  from  a  certificate  given  by  tlie  Ca]itaiii  Don  Pedro  ^[arrot,  judge  commissioned  for  said  distri- 
bution and  survey  of  lands,  ihited  February  8,  ITJi,  and  its  corresiioniling  plat,  authenticated  by  lion 
Samuel  Eastlake,  wdio  was  surveyor  of  said  survey;  and  as  there  has  been  no  title  issued  to  him  for  the 
security  and  contirmation  of  his  domiiiion  to  the  said  lauds  in  the  form  in  wdiieli  it  has  lieeii  granted  to 
others;  that  they  have  already  jiassed  more  than  ten  years  of  iininterruiited  possession,  to  obtain  an 
useful  and  direct  dominion  to  said  lands,  made  buildings  on  them,  cultivated  them,  and  linally  coniplit'd 
with  the  other  conditiems  established  by  the  government  for  grants  and  concessions  of  this  naliire  seen  in 
the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlers,  as  appears  from  the  proceedings  moved  by  Donna  Calhaiine  Chicken, 
widow  of  the  said  Don  Andrew  Dewees,  moved  for  soliciting  that  there  should  be  issueil  to  him  the  corre- 
sp(uiding  one  for  the  land  which  he  has  already  surveyed  and  laid  oil",  and  of  -which  he  is  in  possession: 
Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  everj'thiiig,  and  ac(iuainted  with  the  opinion  of  my  lieutenant,  aiidit(jr 
of  war,  and  assessor  general,  I  have  granted,  and  in  the  name  of  his  ^[ajesty  and  his  royal  justice,  wdiicli  I 
administer,  I  do  grant,  to  the  said  Donna  (Jatharinc  Chicken,  as  widows  of  tlio  said  Don  .Vndrew  Dewees, 
and  his  other  heirs,  children  and  successors,  the  said  sevenlij-nine  caballerias  of  land  of  which  the  saiil 
plantation  consists,  in  absolute  property;  and  so  expedite  to  them,  as  by  these  jiresents  I  do,  the  corre- 
sponding title  liy  which  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands; 
and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Avidow  of  ])on  Andrew  Dewees,  her  children,  heirs,  and  successors, 
that,  in  conseijuence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  eiij(jy  it,  without  any  eneumbranco 
whatever,  witli  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services  wdiich  it  has  had,  has,  and  in 
fact  and  law  belong  and  apiiertain  to  it,  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  and  transfer  and  alien  it  as  may  best 
suit  them.  In  all  which  1  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  riglit  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign 
will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and   countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  of  tlie  royal 
domain,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  May  4,  1804. 


By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Josij  i)E  Zi'BizARE'rrA,  Xotanj  of  CujveDiment. 


ENRIQUE  WHITE. 


"    I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Sjianish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  jiublic  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  II.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  by  deed  from  Catharine  Chicken  to  claimants,  dated  June  ;">,  1811.] 

/  DECREE    BY    THE    I!0,\I!n. 

The  claimants,  by  their  attorney,  produced  to  the  board  a  royal  title  of  absidute  property  by  Governor 
White  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Andrew  Dewees,  deceased,  dated  May  4,  18U4;  also,  a  conveyance  from 
said  widow  to  claimant.  It  ap|iearing  that  the  claimants  were  not  residents  in  the  province  at  the  time 
of  the  cession,  and  the  quantity  claimed  being  over  one  thousand  acres,  we  cannot,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  organizing  this  board,  confirm  to  them  the  <|uantity  claimed,  Init  we  recommend  the 
same  for  confirmation.     July  13,  1S24. 

[Note. — No.  6  was  not  returned  by  the  commissioners  to  the  General  Land  Oflice.] 

No.  7.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 

Thomas  Brigs  and  John  Bobinson  vs.  The  United  States.     For  eighteen  liundred  acres  of  land. 

memorlvl. 

To  the  honoraltle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Brigs  and  John  Robertson,  otherwise  John  Robinson,  respectfully  showeth: 
That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  on  Halifax  river,  and  containing  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  acres,  and  which  has  the  following  metes  and  bounds:  on  the  south  by  lands 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  Samuel  Williams,  on  the  cast  by  the  river  Halifax,  on  the  north  by  lands  of  F. 
M.  Arredondo,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  lands;  which  lands  your  memorialists  claim  by  virtue  of  a  grant 
made  to  Frances  Kcr  by  the  Spanish  government  February  5,  1816,  and  by  virtue  of  a  conveyance  made 
by  the  said  Frances  Ker  to  John  Addison  August  2'J,  1820 — all  which  will  fully  appear  on  reference  to 
documents  filed  in  the  office  of  public  archives  "in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine;  and  your  memorialists  further 
represent  that  the  said  John  Addison,  September  21,  1820,  sold  the  said  tract  of  land  to  your  memorialists, 
as  may  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  public  records  of  St.  Jolm's  county;  and  your  memorialists  further 
represent  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
they  wish  your  honoralile  board  to  confirm  their  claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 

THOMAS  BRIGS  and 
JOHN  ROBINSON, 
(Otherwise  John  Robertson,) 
V,y  tlK'ir  agent,  EDWAFJ)  R.  GIBSON. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  tftle  made  liy  Governor  Coppinger  to  Mrs.  Frances  Ker, 
widow  of  James  Ker,  deceased,  of  the  one  thousand  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  dated  February  5,  1810, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1700. J 

VOL.  IV 40  c 


362  PUBLIC   LANDS.  [No.  454. 

[Here  follows  an  abstract  from  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  showing  a  sale  and  conveyance  of 
the  1,800  acres  of  land  from  Mrs.  Frances  Ker  to  Jolm  Addison,  under  date  of  August  29,  1820.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  Addison  of  the  1,800  acres  to  claimants,  dated 
September  1,  1820.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  claimants  offered  in  evidence  a  complete  title,  made  for  headrights,  to  Frances  Ker,  for  the  lands 
described  in  tlieir  memorial  by  Governor  Coppinger,  on  Fcln-uary  5,  1810,  togetlier  with  an  olhce  abstract 
of  a  conveyance  for  the  same  from  Frances  Ker  to  John  Addison,  and  a  deed  from  Addison  to  claimants. 
It  being  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners  that  this  title  would  have  been  valid  had  the  territory  remained 
in  possession  of  the  King  of  Spain,  they  therefore  recommend  the  claim  to  be  confirmed.    September  3. 

No.  8.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 

Juan  B.  Enlralgo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Juan  Bias  Entralgo  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  western  bank  of  St.  John's  river,  and  is 
bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  cypress  upon  the  western  margin  of  the  said  river,  and  running  west 
towards  the  south,  100  cliains,  to  a  pine;  thence  north  towards  the  east,  200  chains,  to  a  cypress  upon  the 
western  shore  of  Cedar  Swamp  creek;  thence  down  said  creek  to  its  junction  with  St.  John's  river;  thence 
up  said  river  to  the  beginning;  (see  survey  and  certificate  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  marked  B,  and  filed 
herewith;)  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  Jlarch  29,  1815 — the  said  grant,  bearing  date  November  15,  1815,  is  filed 
herewith.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  he  has  legal  possession  of  the  said  2,000  acres  of  land; 
that,  at  the  change  of  flags  in  1821,  he  was  a  Spanish  subject,  residing  in  St.  Augustine,  and  that  he  now 
lives  in  Cuba.     Your  memorialist  therefore  prays  his  title  may  be  confirmed. 

JUAN  B.  ENTRALGO, 
By  GEORGE  MURRAY,  Attorney. 


[Translation.] 

Don  Josd  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  governor,  political  and  military,  pro  tempore,  and  chief  of 
the  royal  domain  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province,  for  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  deigned  to  ai:)prove  tlie  favors  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor,  Senor  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  ofliccrs  and 
soldiers,  both  regulars  and  militia,  of  this  province,  who  concurred  in  the  defence  of  it  at  the  time  of  the 
rebellion,  one  of  the  said  favors  being  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  family 
each  individual  may  have;  tliat  Don  Juan  do  Entralgo,  the  onlj'  notary  of  the  government  and  tlie  royal 
domain  in  this  place  and  province,  having  presented  himself,  soliciting,  in  virtue  of  the  said  favors,  as 
former  commandant  of  tlie  company  of  mulattoes  and  blacks  of  this  city,  and  an  old  settler  in  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  royal  order  connnunicated  to  this  government  by  the  captain  general  of  Havana,  on  October 
29,  1190,  the  concession  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land  were  made  to  him  on  vacant  land  which  is  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  south  side  of  the  creek  named  Cedar  Swamp  creek,  as  is  proved 
by  my  decree  of  the  20th  of  ]\Iay  last,  made  to  the  proceedings  moved  by  the  said  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo, 
which  is  in  the  archives  in  his  charge:  Wherefore,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do 
grant,  unto  the  said  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo  the  above-mentioned  2,000  acres  of  land  at  the  place  which  is 
expressed,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property,  and  expedite  to  him,  as  bj'  these 
presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title,  whereby  I  separate  from  the  royal  domain  the  right  and  dominion 
it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
that,  in  consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrances  what- 
ever, with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  it  has  had,  and  in  fact  and 
by  law  belong  or  appertain  unto  it,  and  at  their  will  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit 
them.     In  all  wliich  I  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  this  government,  the  brevet  lieutenant 
in  the  army,  Don  Toinas  de  Aguilar,  and  the  officer  of  the  secretary's  office,  Don  Antonio  Alvarez,  whom 
I  have  named  as  assistant  witnesses  for  this  purpose,  the  said  notary  of  government  and  the  domain  being 
interested.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  November  15,  1811. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 
ToMAs  DE  Aguilar. 
AxToxio  Alvarez. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original  which  exists  in  the  archives  of  the  said  notary  of  government,  to 
which  I  refer;  and  at  the  recpiest  of  the  party,  sign  and  seal  this  present  copy,  with  the  assisting  witnesses, 
on  two  leaves  of  common  paper,  the  stamp  not  being  in  use.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  November  15,  1817. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

Tomas  de  Aguilar. 

Antonio  Alvarez. 
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[Translation.! 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Aii<i;'iistiMe,  Florida,  ami  surveyor  j^eneral 
named  by  the  !;-overnmeut  of  the  same  place  ami  province:  1  certily  thai  1  have  mi>asured  anil  laid  oil"  I'or 
Don  Juan  de  Entralg-o  'IfiOO  acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  to  the  south  of  tlie 
creek  named  Cedar  creek,  which  were  granted  to  him  in  absolute  property'  on  November  If),  HSlt, 
according-  to  the  document  presented  by  said  interested,  which  land  is  ('ircumstanced  agreeable  to  the 
following  plat  and  its  copy  preserved  in  book  of  surveys  in  my  charge.  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  10 
1818. 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

G.  J.  V.  CLAltKE. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Siianish  language 


on 


file  in  the  office  of  the  imblic  archives  at  St.  Augustine. 


F.  J.  F.vno,  ,s'.  B.  L.  a 


DECREE. 

Juan  B.  Entralijo  \>i.  The  Unilcd  Slales.     I^or  liro  thousand  aov.t  a/' land. 

This  being  a  valid  Spanish  title,  made  |irevious  to  January  24,  1818,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to 
Congress  for  ci.intjrmation.     June  2'J,  1824. 

No.  9.— PiEroRT  No.  2.— 1824. 
Juan  B.  Eatralgo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  hojiorablc  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Juan  B.  Entralgo  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  three  thousand  four  laindred  acres,  situated  at  the  Big  Spring,  twenty-five  miles 
south  of  Lake  George,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:    beginning  at  a  cypress  marked  ,  running  soutli, 

lG2i  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  ;  thence  north,  lt)2J  chains,  to  a  cypress  tree;  thence  with  Big  Sjiring 

creek  to  the  lieginning  point,  (sec  plat  filed  herewith;)  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal 
title  made  to  Pedni  Miranda  by  Governor  Coppingcr,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  who  sold  the 
same  to  your  memorialist,  (see  grant  and  deed  marked  A,  filed  herewith,)  the  said  3,400  acres  being 
part  of  a  grant  of  10,000  acres  made  September  1(5,  1817. — (See  document  A.)  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  has  possession  of  said  lands;  he  was  here  at  the  change  of  flags,  and  now  lives  in 
Cuba.  JUAN  B.  EXTRALGO, 

By  GEORGE  MURRAY. 

[See  the  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Pedro  Miranda  for  10,000  acres,  this  claim  being 
a  part  of  that  concession.] 

[Translatioa.] 

I  cede  and  renounce  in  favor  of  Don  Juan  Bias  de  Entralgo  all  the  right,  title,  and  dominion  I  have 
to  the  three  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  land  which  this  document  of  property  contains,  from  having 
sold  them  to  him  for  the  sum  of  $1,400,  for  which  I  deliver  a  receipt  in  form. 

PEDRO  MIRANDA. 

Witnesses  present: 

FrANS.  J.  F.iTIO. 

Rapo.  S.aavedra. 
St.  Augustine,  December  5,  1821. 

Note. — This  is  at  foot  of  a  niyal  title  to  Pedro  iliranda  for  the  said  lauds. 

TRANSLATOR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  inhabitant  of  this  city  and  private  surveyor:  I  certify  that,  agreeable  to  the 
power  conferred  upon  me  by  a  decree  iif  December  12,  1S20,  made  at  the  instance  of  Don  Pedro  Miranda, 
I  have  measured  for  this  individual  various  tracts  of  land  which,  to  the  number  often  thousand  acres  of  land, 
were  granted  him  as  a  reward  for  services,  on  a  creek  which  comes  from  the  west,  and  joins  the  run  St. 
John's,  called  in  English  P>ig  Spring,  about  2.i  miles  to  the  south  of  St.  George,  the  land  being  divided  into 
two  parts  by  said  creek,  having  one  of  its  fronts  on  said  river  St.  John's;  one  of  the  said  pieces  of  land 
being  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  acres,  which  are  bounded  on  the  east  by  another  of  four  thousand, 
on  the  west,  another  of  two  thousand  acres,  and  on  the  south  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  north  by  said 
four  thousand  acres;  and,  for  its  confirmation,  I  sign  these  presents  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  5,  1821. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 

(  Here  follows  the  plat.) 
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I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  trauslatiou  from  a  document  in  tlie  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  foregoing  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January 
24,  ISlS,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  conlirmatiou.     July  12,  1824. 

No.  10.— FtEPORT  No.  2.— 1824. 
Aguida  Scgui  vs.  T}w  United  States.     For  one  tJiousand  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMOEIAL. 

To  the  honorable  tlie  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petiti(jn  of  Aguida  Segui,  widow  and  executrix  of  B.  Segui,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres,  situated  at 
a  place  known  by  the  name  of  the  Three  Kuns,  on  the  road  to  San  Vinccnte  Ferrer,  in  St.  John's  river, 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  and  on  the  northeast  and  west  by 
vacant  lands;  lirst  line  runs  north  45°  west,  150  chains;  second  line  runs  south  45°  west,  48  chains;  third 
line  runs  south  10°  east,  55  chains;  fourth  line  runs  south  22°  cast,  35  chains;  fifth  line  runs  south,  10 
chains;  sixth  line  runs  south  10°  east,  55  chains;  seventh  line  runs  east,  55  chains;  eighth  line  runs  north 
22°  west,  3'.)  chains;  a  survey  of  the  same  was  made  by  Andres  Burgevin,  bearing  date  January  8,  1819, 
as  herewith  exhibited,  and  marked  A;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  the 
memorialist  and  heirs  of  B.  Segui  by  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1190,  an  official 
copy  of  which  said  royal  title  is  herewith  tiled  and  exhibited,  marked  15,  bearing  date  July  20, 1816;  and  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  a  concession  of  said  land  was  made  to  said  B.  Segui,  deceased,  January 
14,  1811,  as  is  fully  seen  in  said  royal  title;  and  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  legally 

and  possessed  of  said  lands  for  herself  and  the  heirs  of  the  said  B.  Segui,  deceased;  that  she  is  a 

citizen  of  the  Floridas,  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

AGUIDA  SEGUI. 

[Trauslatiou. J 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  ])ro  tern.,  and  chief 

of  the  royal  finances  of  this  city  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1190,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those  foreigners  who,  of 
their  free  will,  shall  present  themselves  and  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  land  should  be  measured 
them  gratis,  in  ]iroportion  to  the  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Bernardo  Segui,  of  this  city, 
having  presented  hiuiself,  there  were  granted  to  him,  January  14,  1801,  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  for  the  rearing  of  horned  cattle,  to  the  south  of  Deep  river,  (ilio  Hondo,)  bounded  on  the  same 
side  by  those  which  were  latterly  granted  to  Don  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  going  east  from  the  road 
of  San  Vincente  Ferrer  towards  San  Sablo  creek,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  given  from  the  secretary's 
office  of  this  government,  dated  the  11th  of  said  month  and  year,  which  is  attached  to  the  proceedings 
moved  by  the  said  Donna  Aguida  Villalonga,  widow  of  the  said  Don  Bernardo  Segui,  which  is  on  file  in 
the  archives  of  the  present  notary;  and  as  no  title  whatever  had  been  given  him  for  the  security  and 
evidence  of  his  dominion  to  the  said  land  in  the  form  it  has  been  executed  to  others,  that  more  than  the 
ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  here  have  elapsed,  to  obtain  direct  and  useful  title  to  the  said  land, 
built  houses,  cultivated  them,  and  complied  with  all  the  conditions  which  the  government  have  established 
for  the  concessions  and  donations  of  this  nature,  as  is  seen  in  the  titles  given  to  other  settlers,  and  is  set 
forth  in  the  same  proceedings  which  have  been  formed  at  the  solicitations  of  this  person:  Wherefore,  and 
in  consideration  thereof,  I  have  thought  proper  to  grant  to  the  said  widow  and  heirs  of  the  above-mentioned 
Don  Bernardo  Segui,  deceased,  the  aforesaid  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  absolute  property; 
and  in  expediting  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the 
royal  domain,  iVom  the  right  and  dominion  which  it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the 
said  widow,  children,  and  heirs  of  the  said  Don  Bernardo  Segui,  and  those  who  may  succeed  him,  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  what- 
ever, with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  it  had,  has,  and  in  fact  and 
by  law  belong  or  appertain  to  it;  and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as 
may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  judicial  authority,  as  far  as  I  can  and  by  law  ought, 
in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  vdll. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  ^jro  tempore  of  government 
and  royal  finance,  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  20,  1816. 


By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Entralgo. 


JOSE  COPPINGER. 


Coinformable  to  its  original  on  file  in  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  whicli  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  sign  and  seal  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not 
being  used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  20,  1816. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  dc. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  PATIO,  S.  B.  L.  a 

[Translation.] 

In  virtue  of  the  order  which,  under  date  of  June  2,  1818,  was  communicated  to  me  by  Don  Josd 
Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  army,  civil  and  military  governor  of  this  city  and  its  province,  I  certify 
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that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  Doiiiia  ARuidii  Vill.alonga,  widow  of  the  ca|)taiii  of  local  inililia,  Dm 
Bernardo  Segnii,  a  tract  of  land  bounded  on  tlie  north  side  liy  the  lands  of  Don  Hartoloino  de  Castro  v 
Ferrer,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  the  Tiiree  Kuus,  on  the  road  of  St.  Vincent  ["'errer,  and  w'lic'li 
contains  one  thousanil  two  hundred  acres,  whose  liij^-ure  and  ilnni'nsimn  an;  set  forth  in  the  fojlowiie,;-  plat ; 
and  that  it  may  be  made  known,  1  g-ive  the  present  certilicate,  which  I  si;j;n  in  .St.  Au^-iistinr.  I'Morida, 
January  8,  ISlil. 

ANDRKS  I'.ljiltlHVlX 

Isllinc.    Nunli  4JMVi>t,  l.iO  cliiiiiis. 


Copy  from  the  original,  to  which  I  refer.  I  certify  the  foregoing-  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation 
from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

A.  BURGEVIN. 

DECREE    BY    THE    DOARD. 

The  claimant,  iu  behalf  of  herself  and  other  heir.s  of  Bernardo  Segui,  deceased,  produced  in  evidence 
a  royal  title  of  absolute  property  for  the  land  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  July  20,  181(5,  to  her 
as  widow,  and  for  the  heirs  of  the  said  B.  Segui,  together  with  a  survey  thereof  The  board  ascertain 
the  above  grant  to  be  a  valid  one;  they  therefore  recommend  it  for  confirmation.     August  2T,  1824. 

No.  11.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 

A.  E.  Ferguson's  hcii's  vs.  Tlie  United  Slates.     For  one  thousand  one  liundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

3IE5I0RI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Artemas  E.  Ferguson  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  thirty-four  caballerias  and  seventeen  acres, 
situated  in  East  Florida,  adjoining  Doctor's  creek  and  Negro  creek,  and  l.ieing  the  plantation  called 
Armenia;  bounded  and  beginning  at  a  gum  on  the  banks  of  Doctor's  creek,  thence  south  45°  east,  112 
chains,  to  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  south  45°  east,  80  chains,  to  a  cj-press  on  the  bank  of 
Negro  creek,  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  north  65°  east,  126  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  along  the  bank 
of  the  aforementioned  creek  to  the  beginning,  as  appears  by  documents,  dated  December  15,  1791,  in  the 
archives  oflice,  presented  in  the  name  of  Charles  Hardy  and  Susan  Slugli;  whicli  title  your  memorialists 
derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  them  October  5,  1811,  "by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
October,  1190,  a  certified  copy  of  which  said  royal  title  is  herewith  exhibited,  and  marked  A.  And 
your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands;  that  they  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  residents  of  Georgia.     They  pray  confirmation  of  their  titles. 

SUSAN  SLUGII,  vMowof  A.  E.  Ferguson. 


[Translation.] 

Titles  in  favor  of  the  uidow  and  heirs  of  Don  Artemas  Elliott  Ferguson  to  tlie  plantation  named  Harmony 

Hall. 

Don  Juan  Jose  do  Estrada  y  Tore,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  arm_y,  commandant  of  the  third  battalion 
of  Cuba,  which  garrisons  this  chy,  and  civil  and  military  governor  pjro  tern,  of  the  said  city  and 
province : 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicateil  to  this  government  October,  29,  1790,  it  is  provided  that 
land  shall  be  granted  and  survej-ed  gratis  to  those  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  offer  themselves 
to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that 
Don  Artemas  Elliott  Ferguson  having  presented  himself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  from  the  govern- 
ment, and  had  granted,  measured,  and  delivered  unto  him,  thirty-four  caballerias  and  seventeen  acres  of 
land  in  the  plantation  named  Harmony  Hall,  in  part  of  that  which  corresponds  to  him  agreeablj^  to  the 
nmnber  in  family  which  he  declared  under  oath;  which  land  is  known  and  distinguished  under  the 
following  dimensions  and  l)oundaries:  the  first  line  runs  to  the  south  45°  west,  begins  with  a  gum  tree 
on  the  bank  of  Doctor's  creek,  and  ends  with  a  pine  tree  with  a  cross;  its  measurement  consists  of  112 
chains.  The  second  line  runs  south  45°  east,  begins  with  said  pine,  and  ends  with  a  cypress  of  the  same 
mark;  its  measurement  consists  of  80  chains.  The  third  line  runs  nortli  65°  east,  begins  by  said  cypress 
on  the  bank  of  Black  creek,  and  ends  with  a  stake,  with  a  cross,  on  the  bank  of  Doctor's  creek;  its 
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measurement  consists  of  126  chains.  Its  front  runs  on  the  bank  of  said  creek,  as  appears  from  the  docu- 
ment expedited  by  tliis  g-overnment  December  15,  1791!,  which  is  found  annexed  to  the  proceedings  moved 
I13' Dun  Carlos  ILirdy,  liu.sband,  and  united  t(j  Donna  Susanna  Slugh,  soliciting  that  there  should  be  despatched 
in  her  favor,  as  formerly  wife  of  the  said  Ferguson,  deceased,  and  of  his  son,  Don  Enrit[ue,  the  correspond- 
ing title  to  this  land,  and  otliers  already  surveyed  and  laid  off,  and  of  which  she  is  in  possession.  And 
as  no  title  has  been  delivered  for  the  security  and  confirmation  of  her  dominion  to  said  lands  in  the  form 
in  which  it  has  been  granted  to  others  who  have  already  passed  more  than  ten  j'cars  of  uninterrupted 
possession,  to  obtain  the  usefid  and  direct  dominion  to  the  said  lands,  made  buildings  on  them,  cultivated 
them,  and  finally  com[ilied  with  all  the  other  conditions  established  by  the  government  for  grants  and 
concessions  of  tliis  nature  existing  in  the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlors,  as  the  same  proceeding  sets 
forth:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  everything,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  and 
his  royal  justice,  which  I  administer,  I  do  grant,  unto  the  said  widow  and  son  of  the  deceased  Don 
Artemas  Elliott  Ferguson,  the  said  thirty-four  caballerias  and  seventeen  acres  of  land  of  which  the  said 
plantation  consists  in  absolute  property,  and  expedite  to  them,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding 
title  by  which  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede 
and  transfer  it  to  tlie  said  widow  and  son,  and  to  their  heirs,  that,  in  consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as 
their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs, 
rights,  and  services  which  it  has  had,  and  in  fact  and  law  belong  or  a])pertain  to  it,  and,  at  their  will,  sell, 
cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  maj'best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can  and 
iif  right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  of  Majesty  and 
royal  domain  of  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  5,  1811. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTRADA. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

JosK  DE  ZcBiz.\RETTA,  Notari)  of  Government. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  exhibited  to  us  the  royal  title  made  hy  Governor  Estrada  for  the  land  to  them,  as  heirs 
of  Artemas  E.  Ferguson,  deceased,  dated  October  5,  1811.  Ascertaining  this  grant  to  be  a  valid  Spanish 
one,  the  same  is  hereby  recommended  to  Congress  for  their  confirmation.     September  24. 

No.  12.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 

Pedro  Gocifacio  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  Ihoumnd  acres  of  land. 

ME.MORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  cornviissioners  apjjointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Pedro  Cocifacio  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  five  hundred  of  which  are  situated  about  a  mile  distant  to  the 
north  from  the  house  of  the  dragoons,  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  on  the  road  from 
said  city  to  St.  John's,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  public  lands,  the  remaining  fifteen  hundred  on  the  west  ot 
the  same,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  public  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  ro3'al  title 
made  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190,  which  title  is  dated 
October  12,  1815.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  seized  of  said  lands;  that 
ho  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of  the  United  States. 

Papers  filed,  certificate,  copy  of  royal  title  marked  A. 

ISAAC  N.  COX,  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  property  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land  to  Don  Pedro  Gocifacio. 

Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada  y  Tore,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  commandant  of  the  third 

battalion,  &c.: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  on  October  29,  1190,  by  the  captain 
general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  both  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  amongst  other  things,  that  lands  shall  be 
surveyed  gratis  to  those  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  ofl'er  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to 
our  s(jvereign,  in  proportion  to  tlie  laborers  which  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Pedro  Cocifacio,  of 
this  place,  having  presented  himself,  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  to  him,  under 
date  of  August  31,  1801,  two  thousand  acres,  to  wit:  five  hundred  acres  of  them  about  a  mile  distant  to 
the  north  from  the  house  of  the  dragoons,  twenty  miles  from  this  city,  situated  on  the  road  to  St.  John's, 
and  on  the  west  of  this  fifteen  hundred  more,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  given  by  the  secretary  of  this 
government,  issued  on  tlic  same  date,  which  is  found  added  to  the  proceedings  moved  by  the  interested. 
Soliciting  that  there  should  be  issued  to  him  the  corresponding  title  to  the  said  lands,  which  are  bounded 
by  vacant  lands  on  the  four  sides;  and  as  no  title  has  been  delivered  to  him  for  tlie  security  and  con- 
firmation of  his  dominion  to  the  said  lands  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  executed  to  others  who  have 
already  passed  more  than  ten  years  of  uninterrujited  possession,  to  obtain  the  useful  and  direct  dominion 
to  the  said  lands,  made  buildings  on  them,  cultivated  them,  and  complied  with  all  the  other  conditions 
which  the  government  established  for  concessions  and  grants  of  this  nature  seen  in  the  titles  delivered 
to  other  settlers,  as  the  said  proceedings  set  forth:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  everj^thing,  I 
have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  Don  Pedro  Cocifacio  the  two  thousand  acres 
of  land  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  successors;  and  in  expediting  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the 
Corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  from  the  roj'al  domain  all  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said 
lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Don  Pedro  Cocifacio,  his  hei;-s  and  successors,  that,  in  con- 
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sequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  tlieir  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  witlumt  any  cncinnlii-anc(>  wlialever,  with  rill 
its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  ri^-lits,  and  services  wliich  it  luis  had,  has,  and  in  l':ni  and  hiw 
beloni;-  or  appertain  to  it,  and,  at  tiieir  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  licsl  suii  Ihcni. 
To  all  which  I  int(>rposo  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  ri.n'ht  ouj;-ht,  in  virtue  dCthc!  soverei.nii  will. 

(Jiven  under  my  liand,  and  countcrsiii'ncd  liy  the  undersij^-ned  notary  ai'  ndvernment  and  the  ro\al 
domain,  in  this  city  of  St    .\uL;nstine,  Oclolier  12,  ISl."). 

JUAN  JU.SL  I)i;  K.S'l'K.\l).\. 
Ky  command  of  liis  excellency: 

Jr.vx  nK  E.NTR.vi.Go,  Kulari/  af  Government,  <Cc. 

Tiiis  is  conformalde  to  the  original,  which  exists  in  Ihe  archives  in  my  charf^-e,  to  which  1  refer;  and 
at  the  request  of  the  ])arty,  sig-n  and  seal  this  present  cojiy  on  two  leaves  of  conunon  pajier,  tlje  stannieil 
not  liein^;'  in  use.     St.  Au^'ustine,  Florida,  Octoher  12,  ISl,'). 

JUAN  r»F  FXTl!AL(i(),  dr.,  ,fe. 

I  certify  the  foreL;-oinp,-  to  be  a  true  and  corn^ct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  S|iaiiisli  lanyuao'c 
on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  i)ublic  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIU,  ,S'.  U.L.  a. 

PECREK  liV  THE  HO.VR[». 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spani.sh  grant  by  claimant  exhibiting  the  royal  title  madi'  to 
him  for  the  two  thousand  acres  liy  Governor  Estrada,  dated  Octolier  12,  isl.'i.  We  coirnnend  tin.'  same 
for  coufirmation,  the  claimant  being  a  non-resident.     December  1. 

No.  13. — Report  No.  2. — 1824. 
Pedro  Cocifacio  vs.  Tlie  United  Stales.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memori.\l. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissimiers  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Pedro  Cocifacio  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  north  of  the  post  of  Bueua  Vista;  running  from  said  post 
to  the  creek  called  Rio  Hondo,  or  Deep  river;  bounded  on  the  west  by  iSt.  John's  river,  on  the  north  by 
the  Rio  Hondo,  on  the  south  and  cast  by  vacant  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal 
title  made  to  him  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  iif  1790.  A  certified  copy  of  tlie  said 
grant  is  herewith  filed.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  lie  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands; 
that  he  is  resident  in  (juba,  and  was  so  in  1S21. 

GEO.  MURRAY,  ybc  Memorialist. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  propertij. 

Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada  y  Toro,  lieutenant  colonel  iif  the  roj'al  army,  etc.: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  the  government  on  October  2'J,  1790,  b^-  tlic  captain 
general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  amongst  other  things,  that  to  those 
foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands 
shall  be  survej'ed  gratis,  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Pedro  Cocifacio, 
of  this  place,  having  presented  himself,  he  selected  from  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  to  him, 
under  date  of  August  2,  1802,  two  thousand  acres  of  land  to  the  north  of  the  blockdnriuse  of  Buena  Vista, 
from  the  bounds  of  said  block-house,  b_y  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  to  that  known  as  Deep  creek  or 
river,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  given  by  the  secretary  of  this  government,  issued  on  the  same  date, 
which  is  found  annexed  to  the  proceedings  moved  for  by  the  interested,  soliciting  that  the  corresponding 
title  to  the  said  lands  should  be  despatched  to  him,  which  are  bounded  to  the  west  by  the  river  St.  Jolm's, 
on  the  north  b,y  said  Deep  creek,  and  on  the  south  and  east  by  vacant  lands;  and  as  no  title  had  been 
delivered  to  him  for  the  security  and  confirmation  of  his  dominion  to  the  said  lands  in  the  form  in  which 
it  has  been  executed  to  others  who  have  already  passed  more  than  ten  3'ears  of  uninterrupted  possession, 
with  all  the  other  conditions  which  the  government  has  established  for  concessions  and  grants  of  this 
nature,  seen  to  obtain  a  useful  and  direct  dominion  to  the  said  lands,  made  buildings  on  them,  cultivated 
them,  and  complied  in  the  titles  delivereil  to  fitlier  settlers,  as  the  said  proceedings  set  forth:  Wherefore, 
and  in  consideration  of  everything,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  Don 
Pedro  Cocifacio  the  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  that,  in  ctjuse- 
quence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatsoever,  with 
all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  in  fact  and  law 
belong  and  appertain  to  it,  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them. 
To  air  which  1  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal 
domain,  in  this  said  "city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  12,  181.5. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTRADA. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Extralgo,  Notary  pro  tern,  of  Government,  d-c,  d-c. 

This  is  conformable  to  its  original  in  the  archives  in  my  charge,  to  wdiich  I  refer;  and  at  the  request 
of  the  liartv,  si2,-u  and  seal  this  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  common  iiajier,  the  stanqieil  not  being  in  use. 
'      '  ■  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  dr.,  dv. 

St.  Auccstixe,  Florida,  Ovtolier  12,  1815. 
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I  certify  the  foreg'oiiij2;  to  Ijc  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  tlic  imblic  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE  ny  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  wc  find  that  Govermir  Estrada  made  a  royal  title  to  claimant  fur  two  thousand  acres, 
dated  Octol)er  1'2,  1S15.  We  ascertain  this  to  1)0  a  valid  Spanisli  grant,  and  recommend  the  same  for 
confirmation,  the  claimant  being  a  non-resident.     October  11. 

No.  14.— Keport  No.  2.— 1824. 
Gabriel  W.  Pcrpall  vs.  The  Untied  Slates.     For  one  thousand  Ihree  hundred  andforttj  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.IL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Gabriel  W.  Pcrpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  thirteen  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's, 

at  a  place  called ,  opposite  Rowlestown,  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  river  St.  John's,  and 

on  the  soutli  and  west  by  unclaimed  lands;  the  first  line  of  which  bcgin.s  at  acj'press  tree,  and  runs  south 
22°  east,  108  cliains,  to  a  jiine  tree;  tiio  second  line  from  hence  runs  north  G1°  east  to  a  cypress,  wlience 
it  is  surrounded  by  the  river  St.  Jolm's,  to  tlie  commencement  of  the  first  line;  whicli  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  royal  title;  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  rojal  order  of  March  29, 
1815;  and  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lauds;  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     November  10,  1823. 

G.  AV.  PERPALL. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  iwoperty  to  one  thousand  three  Jtundred,  and  forty  acres  cf  land  in  favor  of  Don  GaJjriel  W.  Pcrpall,  on 
the  river  St.  Jolui's,  on  the  west  side,  and  in  front  cf  Iloiclestown. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  political  and  military  governor  2yro  tcm.,  and 

chief  of  the  roj'al  domain  of  this  city  and  province : 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  of  Jlarch  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  deigned  to  approve  of  the  favors  and 
rewards  j)roposed  by  my  predecessor.  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  oflicers  and  soldiers,  as 
well  regulars  as  militia,  who  have  assisted  in  its  defence  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  one  of  tlie  said 
favors  being  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  family  which  each  individual  may 
have;  that  Don  Gabriel  W.  Pcrpall  having  presented  himself,  stating  his  well-known  services  in  said 
defence,  and  soliciting  the  portion  corresponding  to  himself,  his  family,  and  slaves,  there  were  granted  to 
him  one  thousand  tln-ee  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  the  west  side,  in  front 
of  Piowlestown,  there  being  in  tlio  niiddle  of  said  lands  a  small  creek  which  is  in  a  swamp,  bounded  on 
all  sides  by  vacant  lands — all  agreeable  to  the  regulations  established  by  this  government  for  the  distri- 
bution of  said  lands,  and  to  the  number  of  persons  and  slaves  he  has  jircjvcd  his  said  family  to  consist  of, 
and  what  is  set  forth  in  my  decree  of  this  date,  made  to  the  proceeding  moved  for  by  the  said  Perpall, 
which  is  lodged  in  the  notary's  office  of  the  government:  Wherefore,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of 
his  Majesty  1  do  grant,  unto  the  said  Don  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  the  said  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  at  the  place  which  he  points  out,  for  himself,  his  heirs, 
and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and  in  expediting  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding 
title  by  which  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands,  and  I  cede 
and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Don  G.  W.  Perpall,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence,  they  may 
possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatsoever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets, 
uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  they  have  had,  have,  and  in  fact  and  law  belong  or  appertain 
to  them,  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  In  all  which  I 
interpose  my  autiiority,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  the  royal 
domain,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  22,  1817. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Extr.ilgo,  Notary  of  Government,  rf-c. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
ap|iointed  by  the  g'overnment  of  said  citj'  and  ]irovincc:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for 
Don  (ialiriel  W.  Perpall  ime  tliousand  tliree  Ijundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  tiie  west  side  of  the  river 
St.  Julin's,  and  oppositi;  the  place  called  Rowlestnwn,  which  were  granted  him,  in  absolute  property, 
February  22,  1811,  which  ap]iears  from  flie  documents  i)roduced  by  the  said  interested,  and  is  circumstanced 
agreeably  to  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  preserved  in  the  book  of  surveys  in  mv  charge.  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  February  15,  isrs. 

G.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 
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I  certify  the  foresoin"'  to  be  a  true  ami  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  flie  Spanish  lano-uage. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S.B.  L.  C. 


DECREE    BY  THE    BOARD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  tlie  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to 
Congress  for  confirmation. 

[Nos.  15  and  10  were  not  returned  by  the  commissioner  to  the  General  Land  Office.] 

No.  n.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 
Joscj.th  Wales  YS.  The  Untied  Slakv.     For  livo  Ihousand  tliree  hundred  and  seventij-fire  acres  rf  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorohle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Wales  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claim.s  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  thousand  three  luindred  and  seventy-five  acres,  situated  in  McDougall'.s  back  swamp, 
and  is  bonndocl  as  follows:  first  line  runs  south  33=  east,  154  chains  and  12  links,  to  a  pine;  second  line, 
south  65°  west,  154  chains  12  links,  to  a  pine;  third  line  runs  north  35'=  west,  154  chains  and  12  links,  to 
a  pine;  fourtli  line  runs  north  65°  east,  154  chains  12  links,  to  a  pine,  as  appears  by  the  survey  and  plat 
herewitli  presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger, 
in  virtue  (if  the  royal  order  of  1190.  This  grant  was  made,  as  appears  by  date  of  tlic  decree  to  the  memo- 
rial, (herewith  presented,)  Octolier  8,  1817,  for  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
at  Spring  Garden;  but  the  surveyor  not  finding  good  lands  unappropriated  at  tliat  place,  this  memo- 
rialist had  leave  of  Governor  Coppinger  to  change  the  location  to  the  above-described  plat,  as  appears 
by  the  memorial  and  decree  herewith  prresented,  dated  April  1, 1818.  And  your  memorialistfurther  slioweth 
that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  has  been  since  the  survey,  and  that  he  built  a  house  upon 
the  same,  and  cultivated  them  for  some  time;  but  a  considerable  number  of  Indians,  showing  hostile  dispo- 
sition, came  and  settled  on  said  lands,  and  your  memorialist  was  obliged  to  cease  the  cultivation  on  that 
account;  he  further  says  that  tlie  negroes  which  he  was  to  bring  into  the  province  were  not  all  brought 
on  account  of  the  danger  of  the  patriot  privateers,  and  on  account  of  a  decree  of  the  King  of  Spain  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  from  Africa  soon  after  the  grant  was  made.  Yuur  memorialist  says 
that  he  is  an  American  citizen  and  a  resident  in  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  November  28,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  ■aTUOJsG,  for  Claimant. 

[Translation.] 

St.  Augustine,  Florid.v,   October  8,  1817. 

Don  Joseph  Wales,  new  settler  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  slioweth:  That  he  is 
owner  of  ninety  African  negroes,  which  he  intends  bringing  into  the  province  as  soon  as  circumstances 
will  permit  liirn,  and  the  present  risks  of  tlie  insurgents  are  less,  as,  when  he  took  the  (jath  of  allegiance, 
it  was  always  his  intention  to  dedicate  himself  to  agriculture,  to  enjoy  the  gifts  aiid  privileges  conceded 
by  royal  orders  to  the  new  settlers,  according  to  wliich  object  lie  has  endeavored  to  find  vacant  lands;  and 
knowing  that  diflercnt  settlers  have  determined  to  form  their  establishment  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  the 
place  known  as  Spring  Garden,  the  petitioner  has  thought  proper  to  situate  himself  on  said  place;  he 
therefore  prays  your  excellency  may  be  pleased  to  grant  him,  to  the  southward  of  the  lands  petitioned  for 
by  Don  Pedro  Gigorm,  the  number  of  acres  that  correspond  to  him  according  to  the  number  of  said  slaves, 
his  wife,  and  one  child,  with  the  proviso  that,  as  soon  as  he  has  an  opportunity  of  bringing  into  the  province 
his  slaves  free  of  the  well-known  danger  existing,  ho  will  do  so  without  delay,  to  commence  improving  his 
establishment;  for  which  reason  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  concession  of  said  lands  on  said  place, 
known  more  particularly  as  Berresford,  which  he  hopes  from  the  goodness  of  your  excellency. 

^  ^  .  i^  JOSEPH  WALES. 

The  GovERxoR. 
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St.  Augustine,   October  8,  1817. 

Grant  to  the  petitioner  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  at  the  place  which 
he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third,  being  understood  that,  as  soon  as  he  makes  known  his  being  in 
possession  of  the  same,  which  are  th(jse  that  correspond  to  the  number  of  his  family  and  slaves  which  he 
is  to  bring  in,  and  that  he  cultivate  the  same  without  intermission,  there  will  be  given  to  him  the  title  of 
property  regulated  by  the  survey  and  plat  he  jiresents  from  the  surveyor;  serving  him  in  the  meantime,  as 
security  for  this  grant,  a  certified  copy  of  this  proceeding,  which  will  be  given  by  the  secretary. 

COPPINGER. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

St.  Augustine,  Febriiarij  5,  1818. 

Don  Joseph  Wales,  new  settler  in  this  province,  respectfully  slioweth  to  your  excellency:  That,  as 
by  annexed  certificate  will  ajipear,  your  excellency  having  granted  to  him  at  the  place  named  Berresford 
two  thousand  tin-ee  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  for  the  purposes,  the  same  expressed,  as  by  the 
same  proceeding  appears  annexed  to  the  superior  order  of  your  excellency,  having  first  undergone  the 
necessary  formalities  and  citation  of  the  persons  having  lands  adjoining  to  appear,  the  said  land  will  be  sur- 
veyed and  measured  liy  the  surveyor,  Don  Ilobert  Mellardy;  but  having  lately  arrived  in  the  city,  and 
informed  that,  after  having  made  the  surveys  ordered  to  be  made  with  a  prior  date,  and  at  said  place, 
there  did  not  result  a  snflicient  quantity  for  this  petitioner;  adding,  also,  that  there  would  be  a  suflicient 
quantity  at  another  place  known  by  the  name  of  McDougall's  back  swamp,  to  the  southward  of  lands 
belonging  to  the  said  surveyor:  Wherefore,  he  prays  your  excellency  will  please  order  said  McIIardy  to 
execute  said  survey  on  the  last-mentioned  place,  for  which  place  he  will  be  eternally  obligated. 

JOSEPH  WALES. 

The  Governor. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  Ajyiil  1,  1818. 

I  accede  to  the  cession  which  the  memorialist  makes  of  the  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres  of  laud,  which  was  granted  to  him  the  8th  October  ultimo,  and  in  place  thereof  there  is  granted 
to  him  an  equal  number  at  the  place  he  mentions  in  this  memorial,  under  the  same  conditions  that,  after 
he  makes  known  he  is  in  possession  of  the  land,  and  cultivated  the  same  without  intermission,  and  built 
the  necessary  houses  and  fences,  there  will  be  granted  to  him  the  title  of  property  according  to  the  survey 
and  plat  he  presents  from  the  surveyor  serving  him  in  the  meantime;  a  certified  copy  of  this  proceeding 
will  be  given  him  by  the  secretary. 

COPPINGER. 

Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar, ensign  of  the  army,  and  secretary  to  his  Majesty  of  this  city  and  its  province: 
I  certify  the  present  copy  to  be  truly  and  faitlifully  made  from  the  orig'inal  remaining'  on  file  in  the  archives 
under  my  charge,  at  the  request  of  the  party.  In  virtue  of  the  order  given  me  by  the  above  decree,  I  give 
the  present  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  1,  1818. 

TOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  0. 


Pine  marked  Mellardy  W. 
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Pine  marked  W.  y  M, 


1825.]  OLA  IMS    IN    FLORIDA.  371 


DECItF.F.    nV  THE    BOARD. 

Tlio  claimant  in  this  ca.so  produced  to  the  board  a  concession  for  the  land  I'roni  Governor  Coppinj^er 
to  him,  dated  October  8,  1817;  he  obtained  permis.sion  afterwards  to  chan{;-e  the  localion.  The  board 
bein,n'  of  o]iinion,  after  examining-  a  numlier  oi  witnesses,  that  the  g'rant  would  iiave  been  valid  had  I'Morida 
ronuiined  a  Spanish  province,  they  therefore  recommend  it  for  coidirmation.     October  13. 

■• 

Joseph   Hh/c.v  vs.  2'/ic  Ui)ilf(l  S/atcs.     For  Uvo  Uioiisiiiiil  tlrrcr  Inmdrrd  and  scvrnli/-Jii-('  r/r/v.s  o/'  /r/zx/. 

Horatio  S.  l>e.\ter,  being  sworn,  states  that  a  number  of  negroes  were  iilaced  in  his  hands  about  the 
latter  part  'of  the  year  1817,  by  Messrs.  Arredondo  &  Son,  and  their  directicjns  were  to  account  to  the 
owners  of  the  vessel  which  imported  them,  of  which  Captain  Wales,  the  claimant,  was  one;  states  that 
Captain  Wales  arrived  in  St.  Augustine,  from  Havana,  before  the  property,  and  stated  at  that  time  that 
he  had  negroes  coming-  to  this  province  from  the  Havana,  which  he  (Wales)  had  introduced  there  from 
Africa.  They  were,  as  near  as  witness  recollects,  forty-eight  in  number,  which  were  jilaced  in  witness' 
hands  as  soon  as  they  arrived  in  Amelia  island,  and  were,  in  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  McGregor's  forces  at  that  place.  ^Vitness  always  understood  from  one  of  the  house  of  Arredondo 
&  .Son  that  Wales,  the  claimant,  had  an  interest  in  said  negroes. 

By  UNITED  STATES  ATTORNEY. 

Witness  states  that  he  had  orders  to  receive  tlu^  negroes  at  Amelia,  iuid  that  he  was  consignee  for 
the  vessel  and  slaves;  and  that  the  vessel,  which  was  worth  seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  anil 
in  which  Wales  was  interested,  was  entirely  lost  at  Amelia  at  that  time,  and  that  her  arnuimcnt  and  sails 
were  saved;  that  the  house  of  Kelly  &  Droughan  and  Captain  Wales  were  the  only  persons  interested 
iu  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

HORATIO  S.  DEXTER. 

Before  the  board  in  session,  October  16,  1824. 

No.  18.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 
Ilcnry  Edford  vs.  The   United  sSlates.     Claim  for  one  ihouiiand  acres  of  land. 

MEMOMAI,. 

To  the  hoyiorable  the  commissioners  apjiointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Henry  Eckfird  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  one  undi- 
vided half  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  two  thousand  acres,  situated  on  Mosquito  river,  and  to  the  westward 
of  where  stood  the  village  of  New  Smyrna — by  survey  is  of  the  following  metes  and  bounds,  to  wit: 
north  25°  west,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  chains  and  three  links;  and  south  6.5°  west,  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  links;  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  bj'  lands  of  Ambrose  Hull,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant 
lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  made  July  8, 
1803,  to  Samuel  Bctts,  by  Governor  'Wliite,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  is  fully  shown  in  the 
accompanying  document  marked  C;  and  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  aforesaid  Samuel 
Betts  was  for  many  j-ears  an  inhabitant  of  Florida,  and  in  actual  possession  of  said  land;  and  the  said 
Samuel  Betts,  by  deed  of  conveyance  bearing  date  April  13,  1816,  did  convey  the  said  land  to  Joseph 
F.  White,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  is  shown  by  the  accompanying  document  marked  A;  and,  further, 
that  the  said  Joseph  H.  White,  by  deeds  of  conveyance  bearing  date  January  22,  1823,  did  convey  the 
same  to  your  memorialist,  as  is  fully  shown  in  the  accompanying  document  marked  B.  Your  memorialist 
further  states  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York;  and  he 
prays  that  his  title  to  the  above-mentioned  tract  of  land  may  be  contirmed  to  him  by  your  honorable  board. 

HENRY  ECKFORD,  of  the  Citij  of  New  Yejrk, 
By  his  agent,  EDWARD  R.  GIBSON. 

[Translation.] 

Samuel  Bctts,  a  new  settler  admitted  under  the  protection  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  your  excellency 
presents  himself,  and  says  that  he  intends  dedicating  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  with  a 
number  of  workers  which  he  expects  in  a  short  time  from  the  United  States,  and  negroes  which  he  intends 
purchasing:  Wherefore,  he  prays  your  excellency  will  bo  pleased  to  grant  him  two  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  the  territory  of  Mosquito,  bounded  on  the  south  part  by  the  land  granted  to  Don  Ambrose  Hull,  which 
is  situated  to  the  west  of  the  place  where  the  town  of  New  Sm-\Tna  stood. 

SAMUEL  BETTS. 

The  Governor. 

No.  19.— Report  No.  2.— 1824. 
Joseph  F.  White  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  tJiousand  tico  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honoratAc  the  cennmissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  F.  White  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  two  undivided 
third  parts  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  thousand  eight  hundred  acres,  and  is  b(i\nided  as 
follows  :  north  80°  oast,  77  chains  47  links  ;  north  10°  west,  288  chains  ;  bounded  at  the  south 
and  in  front  by  Northwest  creek,  on  the  east  by  a  marsh,  and  on  the  north  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Don 
Henry  McHenry;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Samuel  Betts  by 
Governor  Estrada,  by  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  December  29,  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist 
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by  deed  bearing-  date,  April  13,  1815.     Your  memorialist  is  an  American  citizen,  resident  iu  New  York, 
and  was  so  at  the  change  ol'  flags.     He  prays  that  his  title  to  said  land  may  be  confirmed. 

JOSEPH  F.  WHITE. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  properly. 

Don  Juan  Josd  do  Estrada,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  &c.: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1190,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  lauds  shall  be  surveyed 
gratis  to  the  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  jiresentcd  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our 
sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  laborers  eacii  family  miglit  have;  that  Don  Ilepworth  Carter 
Laving  presented  hiniself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  from  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  to 
him,  October  1,  1191,  and  January  20,  1192,  two  pieces  of  land  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Matanzas, 
which,  with  the  improvements  he  had  made  on  them,  he  ceded  to  Don  Samuel  Betts,  also  a  new  settler, 
July  28,  1803,  which  lands,  an  intelligent  person  named  for  tluit  purpose  in  default  of  a  public  surveyor, 
were  found  to  contain  one  thousand  eight  hundred  acres  embraced  in  this  form:  north  80°  east,  11  chains 
41  links;  and  north  10°  west,  228  chains;  bounded  at  the  south  and  in  front  with  Northwest  creek,  on 
the  east  l)y  a  marsh,  on  the  west  by  the  heirs  of  Don  Henry  McHenry,  all  of  which  appears  more  particu- 
larly from  the  certificates,  documents,  and  plat  annexed  to  the  proceedings  moved  by  the  said  Don 
Samuel  Betts,  soliciting  that  the  corresponding  title  of  property  should  be  issued  to  him;  and  as  that  had 
not  been  delivered,  for  the  security  and  confirmation  of  his  dominion  to  the  said  land,  in  the  form  in  which 
it  has  been  expedited  to  others  who  have  already  passed  more  tlian  ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession, 
to  obtain  the  useful  and  direct  dominion  to  the  said  lands,  made  buildings  on  them,  cultivated  them,  and 
complied  with  all  the  other  conditions  which  the  government  has  established  for  the  concession  and  grants 
of  this  nature  existing  iu  the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlers,  as  tlie  said  i)roceedings  set  forth:  Where- 
fore, in  consideration  of  everything,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  to  the  said 
Don  Samuel  Betts,  the  one  thousand  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in 
absolute  property,  and  expedite  to  him,  as  bj'  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I 
separate  fmni  the  ro^'al  domain  the  right  and  dominion  which  it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer 
it  to  the  said  Betts,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use 
and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which 
it  has  had,  has,  and  in  fact  belong  or  appertain  to  it;  and,  at  their  will,  to  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate 
it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought  to  do,  in 
virtue  of  the  soverign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  ptro  Icm.  of  government  and  the 
royal  domain,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  3,  1815. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTRADA. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Extralgo,  Nolary  pro  leni.  of  the  Governmenl  and  Royal  Domain. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original,  which  exists  in  the  archives  in  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and 
at  the  request  of  the  party,  I  sign  and  seal  this  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  common  paper,  the  stamped 
not  being  in  use.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  3,  1815. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notary  pro  tern,  of  the  Government  and  Royal  Domain. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  quit  claim  from  Samuel  Betts  of  the  two  undivided  third  parts  of  the  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  acres  in  favor  of  claimant,  dated  April  13, 1816.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  produced  to  the  board  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Samuel 
Betts  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  dated  July  3,  1815;  also,  a  conveyance  from  Betts 
for  two  undivided  third  parts  thereof  to  claimant.  In  consideration  whereof,  we  recommend  the  title  to 
Congress  for  confirmation,  the  claimant  being  a  non-resident.    December  28. 

No,  20.— REroBT  No.  2.— 1824. 
Joseph  F.  White  vs.  The  United  Stales.  For  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  a  third  aeres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  aiypoinled  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  F.  White  showeth:  That  he  claims  title  to  two  undivided  third  parts  of  a  tract 
of  land  containing  two  thousand  acres,  situated  in  the  territory  of  Mosquito,  west  of  New  Smyrna,  and 
bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  pine  tree  marked  B,  and  running  thence  north  25°  west,  141  chains 
43  links,  to  another  pine  tree  with  the  same  mark;  thence  south  65°  west,  141  chains  43  links,  to  another 
pine  tree,  same  mark;  thence  south  25°  east,  141  chains  41  links,  to  another  pine  with  the  same  mark; 
thence  north  65°  cast,  141  chains  43  links,  to  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
a  royal  title  made  to  Samuel  Betts  by  Governor  Estrada,  iu  virtue  of  the  order  of  October  29,  1190,  who 
sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  deed,  dated  April  13,  1816.  Your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  has  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  an  American  citizen  residing  in  New 
York;  he  therefore  prays  that  his  title  to  the  said  lands  may  be  confirmed. 

J."F.  WHITE. 
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[Translation.] 

Tilh'  I,,  prKprrhj. 

Don  Juan  Josu  dc  Estrada,  liruteiiaiil  ruldiicl  nf  the  royal  annirs,  i^c,  iVc: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  coimimnicatcd  to  this  g-ovcniinciit  October  'JU,  IT.H),  by  tlie  eajitaiii  i;-riiri:d 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  both  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  lands  should  lie  granted 
and  surveyed  gratis  to  the  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  jnx'senl  themselves  tn  swear  allegiance 
to  our  sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  workers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Samuel  lietts  having 
prcscnt(?d  iiimself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  from  the  gvjvernment,  and  tiiere  were  giaulcd  tu  him, 
July  8,  1803,  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  territory  of  M(.)squitos,  which  was  situated  on  the  west  of 
the  place  where  the  town  of  New  Smyrna  was  situated,  as  appears  from  tlie  certilicate  which  was  issue(l 
under  the  same  date  from  the  secretary's  oflice,  and  is  annexed  to  the  proceedings  moved  in  order  tlial 
the  corresponding'  title  of  property  should  lie  delivered  to  him  I'^r  the  saiil  lands;  wliicii  measure  iiurth 
25°  west,  141  chains  43  links,  ami  soutli  05°  west,  141  chains  43  links;  bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  of 
Don  Ambrose  Hull,  and  on  the  other  points  of  the  compass  by  vacant  lands,  as  results  from  the  certilicate 
and  plat  of  the  surveyor,  Don  Ifobert  McIIardy,  which  is  also  added  to  the  said  proceedings;  and  as 
there  has  not  been  delivered  to  the  said  Samuel  Belts  any  title  for  the  security  and  conlirmation  of  his 
dominion  to  the  said  lands  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  executed  to  others  who  have  already  passed 
more  than  ten  years  of  uuinterru|ited  possession,  to  obtain  an  useful  and  direct  dominion  to  the  said 
laud,  wade  buildings  on  them,  cultivated  them,  and  complied  with  all  the  other  conditions  which  the 
government  established  for  grants  and  concessions  of  this  nature,  existing  in  the  titles  delivered  to  other 
settlers,  as  the  said  iiroceedings  set  forth:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  everything,  I  have  granted, 
as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  inito  the  said  Don  Samuel  Betts  the  two  thousand  acres  of  land, 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property,  and  exi)edite  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do, 
the  corresponding  title  by  which  1  separate  from  the  royal  domain  all  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to 
said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Betts,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence,  they 
may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatsoever,  with  all  the  entrances, 
outlets,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  in  fact  and  law  belong  and  appertain  to 
it;  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  interpose 
my  authority  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  the  royal 
domain,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  3,  1815. 

♦  JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTRADA. 

By  command  of  liis  excellency: 

Jr.i-V  DE  EXTR.VLGO,   (fc,   itc. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original,  which  exists  in  the  archives  in  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and 
by  request  of  the  partj',  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  common  paper,  the  stamps 
not  being  used.     St.  AuLjustine,  Florida,  July  3,  1815. 

JUAX  DE  ENTRALGO. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  A  B.  L.  a. 

[Here  follows  a  quit-claim  from  Samuel  Betts  of  the  two  undivided  third  parts  of  two  thousand 
acres  in  favor  of  claimant,  dated  April  13,  181(5.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BO-VBD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  produced  to  the  board  a  ro3'al  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Samuel 
Betts,  dated  July  3,  1815;  also,  a  conveyance  from  said  Betts  to  claimant;  in  consideration  whereof,  wo 
recommend  the  title  to  Congress  for  confirmation,  the  claimant  lieing  a  non-resident.     December  28. 

St.  Augustine,  August  23,  1825. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  18th  ultimo.  In 
reply  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  letter  of  the  1st  of  January,  in  which  we  say:  "The  commissioners 
have  declined  making  a  report  upon  a  number  of  large  grants  made  under  the  royal  order  of  1815, 
and  which  have  been  sultmitted  for  adjudication."  Our  reasons  for  declining  to  make  a  report  on  the 
table  No.  3  at  that  time  are  set  forth  in  the  same  letter.  The  tabular  report  No.  3  contains  the  cases 
above  described,  and  was  not  forwarded;  for,  although  they  were,  in  our  opinion,  entitled  to  confirmation 
at  the  time  they  were  acted  on,  from  the  evidence  tlien  before  us  we  had  reason  to  believe,  from  subse- 
quent information,  that  testimony  would  be  adduced  to  invalidate  some,  if  not  all,  of  them.  This  testimony 
has  not  yet  been  received,  but  it  is  daily  expected  to  arrive  from  the  Island  of  Cuba.  The  royal  instruction 
of  December  15,  1154,  referred  to  in  our  letter  of  the  1st  of  January  last,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
procure.  We  consider  it  a  most  important  document,  and  we  have  felt  much  embarrassment  for  want  of  it. 
Wo  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Dx\.VIS  FLOYD. 
GEO.  MURRAY. 

IIou.  the  Secret.\ry  of  (he  Trmsury. 
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N(i.  1.— IIei'okt  No.  1.      1S24. 
t/o.s'f  Jn'riiardi)  7i'r_(/('.s'  vs.  Thf  Untied  S/alcn.     Fur  /iro  liuin/n'd  (im's  uf  IuikI. 

MF.MOUI.VI,. 

2b  the  Jionurahle  the  citinmixaioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  I'msI  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Josc'  HcniMnlo  IJcycs  sliowcth:  Tiiat  your  ineinoriulisl  claims  tide  to  a  tract  of  land 
consisting  of  two  hnnili'cil  ai'i'os,  situatcil  upon  Moultrie  creek,  to  the  southward  of  thi'  I'ity  ol'St.  .\ujj;u.s- 
tine,  bounded  on  the  south  hy  the  said  crt'ck,  on  the  oast  by  tlie  lands  of  Don  Oarlos  (Libert,  and  on  the 
north  and  west  by  vacant  pine  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  title'  dated  July  (l,  1818, 
made  to  Don  Bartolo.  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  by  Governor  ('oppinj^er,  iu  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  Uctober 
29,  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  bj'  conveyance  bearing-  date  July  21,  1818,  a  c<iiiy  of 
which  conveyance  is  herewith  tiled,  marked  B.     Your  memorialist  further  exhibits  a  copy  of  said  title, 

marked  A,  and  a  copy  of  the  concession  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  bearing'  date  upon  the  —  day  of  , 

18 — .  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  .St.  Augustine,  in  the  district  of  East  Florida.  All  which  is 
respectfuUv  submitted. 

JOSE  bei;.\ai;do  deyes. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  made  by  (tovernor  White  t(.i  Hartoiome  de  Castro  y 
Ferrer  of  the  land,  dated  December  17,  1"9'J.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  (iovernor  Coppinger  to  15artolome  do  Castro 
y  Ferrer  for  the  two  hundred  acres,  dated  Jul}'  G,  1818,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  IT'JO.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Bartulome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  to  claimant, 
dated  July  21,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  the  plat  of  the  two  hundred  acres.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BO.IRD. 

In  this  case  Reyes  claims  two  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  ^[ijultric  creek,  as  described  in 
his  memorial  filed  before  this  board.  In  support  of  his  titles,  ho  oflorod  in  evidence  a  concession,  made 
December  17,  1799,  to  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  by  Governor  White,  for  headrights.  The  grantee,  it 
appears,  kept  possession  of  the  lands  from  the  date  of  the  concession  ujs  to  July  6, 1818,  when  he  obtained 
a  royal  title  for  it  from  Governor  Coppinger;  on  the  21st  of  July  of  the  same  year  the  grantee  conveyed 
to  the  claimant  by  deed,  also  filed  as  evidence  in  the  case.  The  roj'al  title  liaving  been  made  since 
January  24,  1818,  has  not  governed  the  commissioners  iu  their  decision;  but,  upon  a  full  review  of  the 
case,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  claim  would  have  been  valid  had  Florida  remained  in  possession  of  the 
King  of  Spain;  and  they  therefore  confirm  it  to  Josii  B.  Reyes  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  interested. 
September  10. 

No.  2.— Report  No.  4.— 1824. 
F.  P.  Falio  vs.  The  United  Staies.     For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Francis  P.  Fatio  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  known  by 
the  name  of  Berresford,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  river  St.  John's,  on  the  south,  east,  and  west  by  vacant  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  concession  made  to  memorialist,  April  13,  1803,  by  Cxovernor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  October  29,  1790,  and  confirmed  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of 
1815,  as  appears  by  a  royal  title  made  in  favor  of  memorialist,  and  dated  April  18,  1818;  which  land  was 
surveyed  by  Andres  Burgevin  by  order  of  the  Spanish  Govenniient,  March  1,  1819 — all  of  which  appears 
by  the  documents  filed  in  the  ofiice  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of 
this  Territory;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  John's  county,  East  Florida. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  P.  FATIO. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certified  copy  of  the  concession  by  Governor  AYhite  of  the  laud, 
dated  April  13,  1803.] 

[Here  follows  an  order  of  Governor  Coppinger  to  the  notary  of  government  to  expedite  to  claimant 
title  of  absolute  property,  dated  March  28,  1818^] 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  the  certificate  of  survey  by  Andres  Burgevin,  dated  March  1,  1819,  the 
plat  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BO.IRD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  the  land  was  conceded  to  claimant  by  Governor  White  April  13,  1803,  as 
per  certified  copy  of  concession  exhibited.  The  claimant  applied,  by  memorial,  to  have  his  title  confirmed 
by  the  government,  and,  March  28,  1818,  his  request  was  admitted  by  Governor  Cojipiuger,  who  directed 
that  the  usual  title  of  absolute  property  should  be  expedited  to  him.  The  land  was  afterwards  surveyed. 
The  board  being  of  opinion  that  the  title  would  have  been  valid  had  Florida  remained  in  possession  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  they  therefore  confirm  it  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  25. 
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TESTIMO.W. 


F.  P.  Fatio  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

F.  J.  Fatio,  being  .sworn,  saj'.s  tliat  in  1795  the  establishment  of  the  claimant  on  the  river  St.  John's 
was  broken  nj)  by  the  Florida  Indians,  under  the  chief,  Bowles;  and  that  in  the  year  1803  the  claimant 
was  a  married  j^-entlemau,  and  had  a  number  of  negro  slaves,  the  exact  number  of  which  is  not  recollected 
by  the  deponent. 

F.  J.  FATIO. 

Before  the  board  in  session,  September  2.5,  1824. 

Xos.  3,  1,  and  8.— Report  No.  4.— 1824. 
Jolia  Houston  vs.  Tlie  United  States.      Claim  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-Jive  acres  of  land,  in  four  tracts. 

ilEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjoointed^  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Houston  respectfully  showeth:  Tiiat  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  on  the  river  Nassau,  called  Pine  island,  surveyed  to 
your  memorialist,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190,  by  George  Clarke,  May  2,  181(5:  first  line  com- 
mences with  a  pine  tree,  runs  south  2°  west,  70  chains,  and  ends  with  another;  second  line  runs  west,  45 
chains;  third  line  runs  north,  70  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  a  creek;  all  which  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  grant  obtained  by  your  memorialist  from  Governor  Coppinger,  February  16,  1816,  which 
is  herewith  presented.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands, 
and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  Territory;  that  lie  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  llemorialkt's  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

To  the  governor: 

Don  John  Houston,  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  states :  That  Laving  come 
to  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  himself  as  a  subject  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  he  could  not  take 
the  necessary  oath  (through  ignorance)  until  his  excellency  Don  Sebastian  Kiudelan  went  to  the  town  of 
Fernandina,  in  May,  1813,  and  before  said  person  he  was  received  as  an  inhabitant  of  this  province.  Pre- 
vious to  this  he  contracted  marriage  with  the  youngest  daughter  of  Don  Spieer  Christopher,  before  the 
■vicar,  ecclesiastical  judge,  Don  Miguel  Crosby;  and  until  the  present  he  has  been  cultivating  the  lands  of 
his  father-in-law,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  his  negroes,  and  to  promote  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  province,  without  ever  having  obtained  lands  granted  by  the  government,  from  his  never 
having  asked  for  them:  Wherefore,  he  supplicates  your  excellencj'  to  deign  to  grant  him  the  lands  which 
correspond  to  the  number  of  his  family,  comprised  in  the  annexed  list,  five  hundred  acres  on  Pain  island, 
known  as  "  Half-moon  Bluff,"  and  the  rest  to  the  complement  of  his  family  in  lands  called  Cane's  swamp, 
on  the  river  Nassau,  at  the  head  of  Dunn's  creek;  a  favor  which  he  hopes  for  from  the  justice  of  your 
excellency.     St.  Augustine,  February  15,  1816. 

JOHN  HOUSTON. 

St.  Augustine,  February  16,  1816. 

Let  there  be  granted  to  the  memorialist  seven  liundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  land  in  the  places  which 
he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  which  arc  those  which  he  solicits,  which  are  those  which 
correspond  to  him,  his  wife,  a  white  servant,  and  twenty-six  slaves,  included  in  the  annexed  list,  con- 
formably to  the  regulations  in  the  matter,  the  secretary  furnishing  him  with  the  customary  certificate 
for  his  security;  and  let  this  proceeding  be  placed  in  the  archives. 

COPPINGER. 

I  certifj'  the  foregoing  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  G. 
[Ti-anslation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed_  by  the  governor  of  said  city  and  province:  I  certify  that,  according  to  the  decree  of  the 
governor  in  favor  of  Don  John  Houston,  the  son,  under  date  of  February  16,  1816, 1  have  measured  and  laid 
off  for  him  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place  called  Pine  island, 
which  is  conformable  to  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.  Fer- 
nandina, Amelia  island.  May  1,  1S16. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

3d  lint'.     Nortli,  CO  chains.        Slake. 


Marsh 


1st  lino.    Soulli  2' West,  50  cliains.         Stake. 

Lands  of  [lie  same  individual. 
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I  certify  tlie  foregoing-  jilat  ami  ccrtilicLite  of  survey  to  be  well  ami  truly  translated  and  taken  ficnii 
documents  im  file  in  the  olliee  n['  the  pulilie  archives  of  Pt.  Augustine. 

F.  J.   FATIO,  S.  Jl.  L.  (J. 

[Here  follows  a  royal  title  made  by  (iovernor  Copi)iiig-er  for  the  two  hundred  and  .seventy  a<-re,s, 
dated  February  il,  1818.] 

[Translation.] 

Don  Georpe  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Au<;-ustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  jj^eneral, 
appointed  by  the  j^-overnor  of  the  same  city  and  province:  I  cortil'y  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  oil'  Inr 
Don  John  Houston,  the  son,  one  hundred  and  .sixty  acres  of  land  mi  the  river  Nassau,  a.t  a  place  called 
Cain  Swamp,  which  I  performed  accordinji^  to  the  decree  nf  the  '^'•overnor,  under  date  uf  the  KUh  February 
of  the  present  year,  and  appears  in  its  descriiiticui  to  the  following-  plat  and  its  ccppy  in  the  book  of  surveys 
under  my  charge.     Fernaudiua,  Amelia,  May  2,  1816. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Pine. 


3d  line.     Nortli,  80  chains. 
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land. 

______ — --.^                  ^ —_ 

.5 

'3 

O 

Swamp. 

s 

161)  acres. 

*r 

& 

i 

^.^— 

Pine  land.             ^^^..^^ 

1st  line.    South,  SO  chaii 
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I  certify  the  foregoing  plat  and  certificate  to  be  well  and  truly  taken   from  documents  on  file  in  the 
oflBce  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  for  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  dated 
February  2T,  1818.] 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  survej-or,  appointed 
by  the  government  of  the  said  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for  Don 
John  Houston,  the  son,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place  known  as 
the  "Half-moon  Bluff,"  according  to  the  decree  of  the  governor  of  February  16  of  the  present  year,  and 
^  conformable  to  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  iu  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.  Fernandina, 
amelia  island,  May  1,  I8I6. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 


Piiic. 


TOT,    IV- 


48  c 
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I  certify  the  foreg'oiiin'  plat  and  certificate  to  be  well  and  truly  translated  and  taken  from  documenta 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  for  the  155  acres,  dated  February  27,  1818.] 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed  by  the  g-overninent  of  same  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  on  May  2,  1816,  1  measured  and 
laid  ofi'  for  Don  John  Houston,  the  son,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a 
place  known  by  the  name  of  Mill  Branch,  alias  Dunn's  Creek,  which  was  granted  him  by  superior  decree 
on  the  16th  of  February  of  the  present  year;  which  land  is  conformable  to  the  present  plat  and  its  copy 
in  the  book  of  surveys  under  my  charge.     Fernandina,  Amelia  island. 

GEOKGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

Stake.  3d  line      North  75°  East,  .5(1  chains. 


^  Slake.    Ist'line 
o5 


I  certify  the  foregoing  plat  and  certificate  to  be  well  and  truly  taken  from  documents  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  >S'.  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  for  the  120  acres,  dated  February  21,  1818.] 

DECREE  BY  THE    BOARD. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  produced  in  evidence  a  concession  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger  for 
the  lands  in  question,  dated  February  16,  1816.  Although  the  confirmation  of  the  grant  by  royal  titles 
(which  wore  also  exhibited)  bears  date  subsequent  to  January  24,  1818,  we  cannot  but  deem  the  conceP 
sion  a  valid  one,  and  confirm  the  same  to  the  claimant  and  his  heirs.     June  21,  1824. 


TESTIMONY. 

John  Houston  vs.  The  United  States.     For  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  land. 

G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  being  sworn,  states  that  it  was  usual  for  the  grantees  to  have  their  grants  divided 
and  surveyed  in  different  tracts. 

No.  4.— Report  No.  4.-1824. 

Isaac  Hendricks  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  to  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  cf  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Isaac  Hendricks  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  bounded  north  and 
west  by  said  river,  east  by  public  land,  and  soutii  by  lands  formerly  occupied  by  John  Huntsman;  which 
title  your  memorialist  d(n-ived  from  a  decree  made  by  Governor  White,  May  18,  1197,  on  the  memorial  of 
William  Hendricks,  i'athcr  of  yfiur  memorialist,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  both  of  which, 
together  with  the  survey  or  plat  of  the  same,  arc  herewith  presented.  Your  memorialist  further  states 
that,  on  May  8,  1818,  he  received  from  Governor  Coppinger  a  royal  grant  in  absolute  property  to  the  said 
lands,  which  is  also  presented.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  tliat  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Manuel  Rengil,  secretary  by  his  Majesty  of  the  government,  and  of  the  commander-in-chief  of 
this  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  on  a  memorial  presented  by  William  Hendricks,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  praying  that  the  land  wliich  the  rebel  against  his  Majesty,  William  Jones,  occupied  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river  St.  John's  shmild  be  granted  to  his  son,  after  seeing  the  opinion  which  was  asked  of  the 
commandant  of  engineers,  who  stated  that  the  plain  where  the  detachment  of  St.  Nicholas  is  quartered 
should   be  kept  clear  for  the  distance  of  a  gunshot  or  more,  the  following  decree  was  yesterday  placed 
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thereon:  Ap;ropable  to  his  request,  without  injury  to  a  tliird,  confornialily  to  the  number  of  the  petitioner's 
fuiuily,  witli  till'  precise  condition  of  confuriniiig-  with  all  (iiat  is  set  fortii  in  the  prereiliiej:  rr|iiirt. 

WHITE. 

And  that  it  may  be  made  known  and  seryc   the  interested,  I  give  the  jiresent  in  St.  .\uft-ustiiie 
Florida,  May  IS,  17'J7. 

MAXIKL  P.FXCIL. 

Conformable  to  its'original,  wliich  I  returned  to  the  interested,  to  which  I  refer;  and  in  compliance 
with  what  is  ordered  in  the  precediii};-  decree  of  his  excellency  the  governor,  I  seal  and  sign  ti)e  present 
copy  in  St.  Augustine,  Floriihi,  May  ti,  1818. 

[l.  s.]  ■  JUAN  DE  EXTKALGO. 

A  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Sjianish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 


(Translation. 


mod 
the 


Don  Pedro  Marrot,  captain  of  the  third  battalimi  of  the  infantry  regiment  of  Cuba,  an<l  commissir 

judge   by^his  excellency  the   governor  and   commander-in-chief  (if  the  jirovince  of  East   Fhn-ida,  for   

measurement  of  lands  ordered  to  be  distributed  by  command  (if  his  .Majesty:  I  certify  that,  at  the  plan- 
tation named  St.  Nicholas,  there  has  been  nieastired  and  dclivei-ed  six  caballerias  and  six  acres  of  land 
(which  is  the  complement  of  what  belongs  to  him)  to  the  inhabitant  AVilliam  Jones.  The  first  line  runs 
N.  75°  E.,  50  chains,  commences  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cnjss,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and 
ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  said  line  bdunds  the  lands  of  J(Min  Ilindsman;  the  second  line  runs 
N.  15°  W.,  30  chains,  begins  at  the  said  pine  and  terminates  at  another,  with  the  same  mark  of  the  cross, 
on  the  banks  of  said  river  St.  John's;  a  part  of  its  front  runs  on  the  banks  of  a  bay  of  said  river,  and 
part  on  the  banks  of  the  same,  all  agreeably  to  the  orders  I  have,  the  interested  signing  with  the  surveyor, 
Don  Josiah  Dupont.  And  that  it  may  be  made  known,  and  may  serve  for  the  information  of  the  govern- 
ment secretary's  ofKce,  where  the  interested  must  apply  for  his  respective  title,  I  give  the  present  at  St. 
Nicholas,  river  St.  John's,  February  14,  1793. 

Note. — That  at  the  landing  there  are  eight  acres  of  land  of  the  King  laid  oft"  within  this  plat. 

PEDIIO  MAUKOT. 

JOSIAS  DUPONT. 


North  75"  E.ist,  50  ctiains.  Stake  x 


Pine 


Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  Icical  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general  of 
said  city  and  province:  I  certify  tiiat  the  foregoing  is  an  exact  copy  of  its  original  remaining  on  fih;  in 
the  office  of  the  government  notary  in  this  city,  which  I  have  made  at  the  request  of  William  Hendricks, 
to  whom  it  appears  was  granted  the  riglits  which  tlie  said  AYilliam  Jones  had  to  said  land,  and  under  the 
same  boundaries;  and  that  it  may  be  made  known,  I  sign  the  present  in  St.  Augustine,  May  7,  1818, 

GEOEGE  J.  F.  CLAEKE. 

Terrttort  of  Fi.oriha,  St.  John^s  County: 

Appeared  William  Carney,  who,  being-  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  has  known  Isaac  Hen- 
dricks for  thirty  years,  during  which  time  the  said  Isaac  Hendricks  has  resided  in  East  Florida;  and  for  the 
period  of  twenty  years  the  said  Hendricks  has  Cdutinned,  and  still  doth  continue,  in  peaceable  possession 
on  a  place  called  the  Cowford,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  the  ferry  which  leads  or  crosses 
to  Jacksonville,  &c. 

WILLIAM  CAEXEY. 
Sworn  to  before  me  January  13,  1824. 

ED"WAED  E.  GIBSOX,  J.  P. 


Isaac  Hendrirls  vs.  The  United  Stating.     For  t)m  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  (if  land. 

Bartohjme  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  l.ieing  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  is  acquainted  with  said 
Hendricks,  and  has   known   him   upwards  of  twenty  year«.     Witness   says    that  he   knew    the   father  of 


380  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  454. 

claimant,  and  that  he,  the  said  Hendricks,  has  cultivated  the  above-mentioned  tract  since  the  death  of  his 
mother  to  the  present  period,  about  eiffht  or  ten  years  ago. 

BME.  CASTRO  Y  FERRER. 
Sworn  to  before  mc,  in  the  city  of  St,  Augustine,  May  6,  1824. 

J.  ORMOND,  J.  P. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

In  support  of  his  title  tlie  claimant  exhibited  in  evidence  a  concession  from  Governor  White,  certified 
by  the  secretary  of  tiie  <,niverninent,  dated  .May  18,  1797,  t()}j:ether  with  the  survey  of  the  same.  It  was 
likewise  proven  by  the  depositions  of  William  Carney  and  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  that  the  claimant 
had  cultivated  the  land  lor  many  years.  We  therefore  deem  the  title  a  valid  one,  and  confirm  the  same 
to  the  claimant  and  his  heirs.     June  18,  1824. 

No.  5. — Report  No.  4. — 1824. 

Nicholasa  Gomez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  <if  the  heirs  of  Nicholasa  Gomez,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists 
olaim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres,  situated  in  the  territory  of 
Mosquitos,  on  Hillsborough  river,  at  a  place  called  in  the  British  time  and  since  Ross  Place.  First  line 
begins  at  a  live-oak  tree  marked  G,  thence  runs  N.  30°  W.,  eighty  chains,  to  a  stake;  second  line  runs  S. 
80°  west,  150  chains,  to  a  palmetto  marked  G;  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands;  which  title  your  memo- 
rialists derive  from  a  grant  made  to  the  said  Nicholasa  Gomez  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  1790;  grant  dated  November  5,  1818,  and  is  founded  upon  a  concession  made  July  27, 
1803,  is  filed  herewith.  And  your  memorialists  further  showeth  that  they  are  in  possession  of  said  lands. 
They  reside  in  St.  Augustine,  and  did  so  in  1821. 

GEORGE  MURRAY,  for  Memorialists. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  White  to  Nicholasa  Gomez  for  the  land, 
dated  July  27,  1803.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  of  survey  by  Robert  McHardy,  dated  May  29,  1815.] 
[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  confirmation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger,  authen- 
ticated by  the  notary  of  government,  dated  October  23,  1817.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimants  exhibited  to  the  boai'd  a  concession  for  the  1,200  acres  made  by  Governor  White,  July 
27,  1803,  to  Nicholasa  (4omez,  for  headrights;  said  concession  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of 
grantee  by  an  order  of  Governor  Coppinger,  authenticated  by  the  notary  of  government,  and  dated  October 
23,  1817.  The  board  having  ascertained  this  claim  to  be  valid,  they  therefore  confirm  it  to  the  heirs  of  the 
aforesaid  Nicholasa  Gomez.     December  21. 

No.  6.— Report  No.  4.— 1824. 
Gabriel  W.  Perpall  vs.  The  United  States.     For  .sixteen  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissiimers  appointed  to  a.'icertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  sixteen  acres,  situated  about  one  mile  to  the  north  of  the  gate  of  tliis  town,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  lands  of  the  late  Jose  Sanchez,  on  the  east  by  the  Capuaca  road,  on  the  south  by  lands 
formerly  of  Peter  Triay,  and  on  the  west  by  St.  Nicholas  road;  the  first  line  runs  north  75°  east,  12  chains, 
to  a  stake;  second  line,  thence  south  21°  east,  15|  chains,  to  another  stake;  third  line,  thence  south  75° 
■west,  9  chains,  to  another  stake;  fourth  line,  thence  north  31°  west,  15i  chains,  to  another  stake,  where 
the  first  line  began;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  Diego  Carreras  by 
Governor  White,  dated  February  6,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  who  obtained  a 
royal  title  from  Governor  Coppinger  June  19,  1818,  and  who  conveyed  the  same  to  your  memorialist  by 
bill  of  sale  dated  April  23,  1819.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of 
said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL, 
By  his  attorney,  WILLIAM  REYNOLDS. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  White  to  Diego  Carreras  for  the  sixteen 
acres  of  land,  dated  February  6,  1805.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  the  sixteen  acres  by  Andres  Bur- 
gevin,  dated  February  15,  1819.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Carreras  to  Perpall,  dated  April  23,  1819. J 

PKCREE    BY    THE    nOARD. 

The  claimant  produced  in  evidence  a  concession  for  the  sixteen  acres  of  land,  made  by  Governor  White 
to  Diego  Carreras  February  6,  1805,  and  a  survey  thereof  Carreras,  April  23,  1819,  sold  and  conveyed 
the  land  to  Mr.  Perpall.  It  appeared  also  that  Carreras  improved  and  cultivated  the  land  for  some  time. 
The  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  claimant  and  his  heirs.     September  17. 

[No.  9  was  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  commissioners.] 
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No.  10.— RKronx  No.  4.      1S24. 
Baiiuhnnc  Cadro  y  Ferrer  vs.  Tlic  L'nilril  Sliilfs.      Ckiiin  to  Iwo  IhuiisaiKl  acrex  (if  land. 

.MKMOUI.VI,. 

To  /he  lumoroJile  the  cmiunissioners  appointed  to  a^rcrlain  titles  and  ^/a^)i.^■  to  lancis  in  Kast  Flm'ida  : 

Tlie  nieinorial  of  Buie.  Castro  y  Ferrer  respectfully  sliowetli:  That  your  iiietiiorialist  claims  title 
to  a  tract  of  laud  consisting  of  two  tlioiisand  acres,  situated  at  tlie  St.  I'ablo,  in  the  comity  of  St.  .lobn's, 
and  is  bounded  as  follows:  beginning;  at  St.  I'ablo  creek,  at  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  running 
south  00°  west,  143  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  thence  north  ()0°  east,  143  chains,  to  a  jiine 
marked  with  a  cross,  on  St.  Pablo's  creek;  thence  along  the  creek  to  the  lirst-mentioned  bounds,  as  appears 
by  a  survey  and  plat  herewith  presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  fVoni  a  royal  grant  made 
to  him  in  absolute  pr<i]ierty  by  Governor  Co]ipinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  17i)0,  which  royal 
title  is  dated  February  2S,  l.slS,  and  is  grounded  on  a  memorial  dated  February  II,  1817,  and  a  decree 
granting  the  lands  in  absolute  property,  dated  January  24,  1818;  all  of  which  are  herewith  pres<Mited  by 
attested  copies.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  now,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  cession, 
in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida. 

JtlllN    I?.  STl!0\t;,_/br  Claimant. 

[ITcre  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  claimant  of  tla;  two 
thousand  acres,  dated  January  24,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  llie  royal  title  made  by  (Jovernor  Coppinger  in  confirmation  of  the 
above  concession,  dated  February  28,  1818,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certiticate  and  plat  of  survey  made  by  Andres  Burgevin  of  the 
two  thousand  acres.] 

decrep:  by  the  no,\Rii. 

AVe  ascertain  in  this  case  that  the  claimant,  on  his  memorial  to  the  governor,  had  two  thousand  acres 
of  land  granted  to  him  by  (iovernor  Ci.ippinger  .lanuary  24,  1818;  which  grant  was  confirmed  by  a  royal 
title  bearing  date  February  28,  1818.  The  board  deeming  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  (although 
the  royal  title  bears  date  subsei[uent  to  January-  24,  1818.)  they  therefore  confirm  the  title  to  claimant 
and  his  heirs,  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned.     Deccndier  28. 

EEPORT  No.  5. 

Hegisler  of  clainw,  exeecding  3,500  acres,  founded  on  patents  granted  by  the  Brilifh  government,  and  ichieh 
have  been  recognized  as  valid  bij  the  Spant.-ih  government,  and  are  recommended  for  confirmation. 


1 

Names  of  present         Naitir's  of  oriptial 
cUiiinants.                       claimaiit-s. 

Date  of  patent 
or  royal  (itle. 

Uuanlity 
(if  l:uid. 

By  whom  con- 
re  tleil. 

Date  of  survey. 

lly  whom  sur- 
veyed. 

Where  situated. 

Occupation  or 
cultivation. 

From— 
1783 

To- 

1 
2 

Sophia  Fleinins   nnd      Ri.  Paris  Taylor  .. , 

Wni.  Gil>>nii. 
Francis  P.  Fa!io    ....     Frs.  P.  Fatio,aec'd. 

Apnl  IS,  1771 

Jlcics. 
10,76-2 

10,000 

Gov.  Grant  . . 

Mar.  09-1793 
Nov.  0.1.1791 

James   Diipont.    Nassau  river. . . 
Saml.  Eastlake.i  N.Switzerland. 

180-4 

Ge/ii'iu/  rcn.irA'.  —  No.  I.  The  right  In  this  land  was  recngnizod  hy  Ihe  Spanish  gnveriulient,  and  ordi'reil  to  be  surveyed  in  1793.     N<1.  ■3.  This  grant 
was  recognized  by  tlie  Spanisli  govornment  in  llie  year  1791,  and  surveyed  to  grantee. 

It  is  in  prool*  before  the  hoard  that  the  above  claims  have  been  recognized  bv  the  Spanish  government;  thev  are  therefore  reeomniended  for  confirma- 
tion. '  '  DAVIS   Fl.ovn 

i;Eo|!(iE  MIRR.W. 
W.   H.  .\LLE\. 

[No.  1  not  returned  to  the  General  Laud  Oflice  by  the  commissioners.] 

No.  2. — PiEPORT  No.  5. — 1824. 
Francis  P.  Fatio  el  al.  vs.  Tlie  United  State.?.     Claim  for  ten  thousand  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ap^Minted  to  a.-icertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Francis  P.  Fatio,  for  himself  and  his  sister,  Louisa  Hallowes,  heirs  of  F.  P.  Fatio, 
deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  ten 
thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  aliout  sixty  miles  from  its  mouth  and  thirty 
miles  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  bounded  on  the  north  by  William  Harvey's  lands;  on  the  south  by 
F.  M.  Arredondo,  senior's,  lands;  on  the  east  by  vacant  pine  lands;  and  on  the  west  by  the  river  St_.  John's. 
The  first  line  ctimniences  at  a  stake  at  the  edge  of  said  river,  marked  with  a  cross,  and  runs  S.  45°  E.,  22 
chains,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  the  second  line  begins  at  the  last,  and  runs  N.  45°  E.,  80 
chains,  and  ends  at  a  stake  with  the  same  mark;  the  third  line  begins  at  this  last-mentioned,  and  runs  S. 
45°  E.,  320  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  the  fourth  line  commences  at  the  last-mentioned  pine,  and 
nms  S.  30°  W.,  318  chains,  and  terminates  at  an  oak  with  the  same  mark,  on  the  banks  of  said  river;  thence 
along  the  meanders  of  the  river,  binding  thereon,  to  the  beginning,  as  is  seen  by  a  plat  and  certificate 
made  by  Pedro  Marrot,  and  dated  November  25,  1791,  and  marked  A;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive 
from  a  British  grant  made  to  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  by  Governor  J.  Grant;  that  the  British  titles  to 
said  lands  were  lost  during  the  troubles  in  the  province  in  the  year  1812,  when  memorialist's  houses  were 
burnt,  and  himself  and  family  were  oldiged  to  fly,  being  robbed  of  considerable  property  and  negroes. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  P.  FATIO. 
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[Translation.] 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  captain  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  infantry  rcn;'iment  of  Cuba,  and  judge  com- 
missioned by  the  governor  and  conmiander-in-chief  of  this  province  of  East  Florida,  for  the  survey  and 
laying  off  lands  ordered  to  be  distributed  by  cuniniand  of  his  Majesty:  I  certify  that,  at  the  plantation 
called  New  Switzerland,  there  have  been  measured  three  hundred  cuballerias  of  land,  which,  as  appears 
by  the  titles  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  which  have  been  exhibited  to  me,  consist  of  ten  thousand  acres, 
belonging  to  Don  Francisco  Philip  Fatio.  The  first  line  begins  and  runs  to  the  south  4.5°  east,  and 
contains  22  chains,  beginning  by  a  picket  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  bounding 
in  part  with  the  lands  belonging  to  Hannah  Moore,  and  ends  with  a  pine  tree  of  the  mark  of  a  cross; 
follows  on  north  4.5°  cast,  to  a  lightwood  stake  marked  with  a  cross,  and  the  survey  contains  80  chains; 
the  second  line  runs  and  begins  with  said  stake  to  the  south  4.5°  to  the  east,  to  a  pine  tree  marked  with 
a  cross,  and  its  survey  contains  320  chains;  the  third  line  runs  south  30°  west,  begins  with  said  pine  and 
ends  with  an  oak  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  its  measurement  of  318 
chains;  its  front  runs  on  the  bank  of  said  river;  all  agreeable  to  the  orders  which  I  have,  the  interested, 
signed  this  with  the  surveyor,  Don  Samuel  Eastlake;  and  for  its  confirmation,  and  that  it  may  serve  for 
the  information  of  the  secretary  of  this  government,  to  whom  the  interested  will  have  to  apply  for  their 
respective  titles,  I  give  these  presents  at  New  Switzerland,  river  St.  John's,  November  25,  1791. 

PEDRO  MARROT. 
SAM'L  EASTLAKE. 


Pine  X  South  45°  East,  320  chains.  Stake  x 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language" 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  Pedro  Marrot,  by  order  of  the  Spanish  government,  surveyed  the  land  on 
November  25,  1791,  for  Francis  P.  Fatio,  father  to  claimants,  (as  per  plat  and  certificate  of  survey;)  that 
on  the  division  of  the  estate  of  F.  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  this  tract  was  allotted  to  claimants;  that  Francis  P. 
Fatio  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  was  in  possession  of  the  land  until  his  death. 
The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  claim;  they  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 
September  15. 

TESTIMONY. 

Prancis  P.  Folio  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  ten  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Francis  Marien,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  above  tract  of  land,  and  has  known  Francis 
P.  Fatio,  senior,  to  have  resided  on  the  said  tract  upwards  of  thirty  years.  Witness  has  been  frequently 
on  the  said  plantation,  and  that  there  were  some  very  fine  buildings  tiiereon,  until  they  were  burnt  by  the 
Indians  and  patriots  in  the  year  1812.  And  witness  further  states  that  it  is  well  known  to  all  the  old 
inhabitants  of  this  Territory  that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  said  land  since  the  cession  of  this 
province  to  Spain. 

FRANCISCO  MARIEN. 

Before  the  board  in  session,  September  1,  1824. 

William  Reynolds,  being  sworn,  states  that  he  believes  the  signature  of  Pedro  Marrot,  which  is 
attached  to  the  document  exhibited  to  him  in  this  case,  is  the  same  as  that  wiiich  is  attached  to  the  original 
documents  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine  under  his  charge. 

AVILLIAM  REYNOLDS. 

Before  the  board  in  session,  September  15,  1824. 
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No.  L— Report  .No.  6.— 1824. 
Francis  J.  Folio  et  ah  vs.  The  United  States.     For  Jive  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMOBI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  F.  J.  Fatio,  for  himself  and  for  Maria  Theresa,  widow  of  Piiilip  Fatio,  deceased,  as 
also  Sophia  Louisa,  Lewis,  Mary  Ann,  Fernando,  children  and  heirs  of  the  said  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  respect- 
fully showeth;  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres, 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  Ma.xwell  or  McGirt's  creek,  emptying  into  St.  John's  river  near  Jacksonville; 
bounded  on  the  north  liy  vacant  land,  on  the  south  by  land  formerly  belonging  to  Henry  Strachey,  and  on 
the  west  by  said  Ma.xwell  or  McGirt's  creek;  beginning  at  a  water  oak  marked  with  three  crosses,  on  the 
banks  of  said  creek,  runs  south  75°  east,  118  chains,  to  a  .stake;  thence  north  75°  west,  120  chains,  to  an 
ash  with  the  same  mark,  on  the  banks  of  said  creek;  thence  along  the  meanders  of  said  creek  to  the 
beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  British  plat  and  certificate  made  by  Frederick  George  Mulcaster,  dated 
February  Iti,  1775;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  British  grant  made  to  Francis  Philip 
Fatio,  deceased,  by  Governor  Tonyn,  which  grant  was  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the  said 
P.  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  after  whose  death  said  tract,  by  a  deed  of  division  made  amongst  his  heirs,  was 
allotted  to  the  children  of  Philip  Fatio,  deceased,  son  of  said  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased.  The  said 
partition  is  filed  in  the  claim  for  10,762  acres  presented  by  Sophia  Fleming  and  William  Gibson.  And 
your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands;  and  that  the  said 
Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  was  a  Spanish  subject  and  resident  in  East  Florida  until  his  death;  that  his 
heirs  were,  and  most  of  them  still  are,  residents  of  Florida,  and  were  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this 
then  province  to  the  United  States;  that  Francis  J.  Fatio  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident 
of  Florida;  and  that  the  said  widow  and  the  other  heirs  reside  at  present  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  All  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

[Here  follows  a  multilated  British  grant  or  patent  for  the  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  dated  March 
28,  1775,  made  by  Governor  Patrick  Tonyn  to  Francis  P.  Fatio.] 

[Here  follows  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Frederick  George  Mulcaster  of  the  five  hundred 
acres,  dated  February  l(i,  1775.] 

[Here  follows  a  document  showing  the  division  of  the  estate  of  F.  P.  Fatio,  by  which  the  five  hundred 
acres  were  allotted  to  the  heirs  of  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  son  of  F.  P.  Fatio.] 

DECREE    BY    THE  BOARD. 

In  this  claim  the  claimants  produced  in  evidence  a  British  patent  or  grant  made  by  Governor  Tonyn 
March  28,  1775,  to  P\-ancis  Philip  Fatio,  their  grandfather;  also,  a  document  showing  a  division  of  the 
estate  of  said  Fatio,  by  which  the  land  was  allotted  to  the  claimants.  It  was  likewise  shown  that  Francis 
P.  Fatio  took  the  oath  of  fealty  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  was  in  possession  of  the  land  until  his  death. 
The  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  the  claimants  and  their  heirs.     September  7. 

J0@»  See  note  in  F.  J.  Fatio  et  at.'s  claim  for  two  hundred  acres. 

No.  2.— Report  No.  6.— 1824. 
Francis  J.  Fatio  et  at.  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

ME5I0RI.\L. 

The  petition  of  Francis  J.  Fatio,  for  himself  and  for  Maria  Theresa,  widow  of  Philip  Fatio,  deceased, 
as  also  Sophia  Louisa,  Mary  Ann,  and  Fernando,  children  and  heirs  of  Philip  Fatio,  deceased,  respect- 
fully showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  situated  near  the  head  of  St.  Sebastian 
creek,  about  four  miles  north  from  St  Augustine,  bounded  partly  to  the  north  and  west  by  lands  formerly 
granted  to  William  Mills,  and  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  British  plat  and 
certificate  made  by  Benjamin  Lord,  assistant  surveyor  general,  dated  May  20,  1782;  which  title  your 
memorialists  derive  from  a  British  grant  made  to  Judith  Shivers  by  Governor  Tonyn,  who  sold  the  same 
to  Francis  Philip  Fatio,  deceased,  as  by  conveyance  herewith  presented,  and  dated  March  7,  1785,  which 
grant  was  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the  said  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  after  whose  death 
said  tract,  by  a  deed  of  division  and  partition  made  amongst  his  heirs,  was  allotted  to  the  children  of  P.  Fatio, 
deceased,  son  of  said  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased;  the  said  partition  is  filed  in  the  claim  for  10,762  acres 
presented  by  Sophia  Fleming  and  William  Gibson.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are 
legally  in  possession  of  said  lands;  and  that  the  said  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  was  a  Spanish  subject, 
and  resident  in  East  Florida  until  his  death;  that  his  heirs  were,  and  most  of  them  still  are,  residents  of 
Florida;  and  that  the  said  widow  and  the  other  heirs  at  present  reside  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  All  of 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  J.  FATIO, /or  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  P.  Fatio,  deceased. 

[Here  follows  a  mutilated  British  grant  or  patent  for  the  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  dated  June  16, 
1782,  made  by  Governor  Pat.  Tonyn  to  Judith  Shivers.] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  of  the  two  hundred  acres,  made  by  Benjamin  Lord, 
assistant  surveyor  general,  dated  May  20,  1782.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Judith  Shivers  to  Francis  Philip  Fatio  of  the  two  hundred 
acres,  dated  March  7,  1785.] 

[Here  follows  a  document  showing  the  division  of  the  estate  of  F.  P.  Fatio,  by  which  the  two  hundred 
acres  were  allotted  to  the  heirs  of  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  son  of  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased.] 
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iiKi-KKi;  iiv  Till-:   itiiAKn. 

In  llii.s  rlaiiu  it  :i|i|ic;i[-s  that  (IdNcnmr  Toiiyii  o-raiitcil  tli<'  two  liiiiiihvil  ai'rcs  (ui  llir  ICilli  ,,1'  .Iiiiir  I'l 
Jiulitli  Sliivcrs,  ami  that  tlir  saiiir  was  smvcvcil  .May  20,  17S:i;  tlic  liraiilrc.  (.ii  March  7,  ITs.'i,  ,-.,ii\c\  i,| 
the  land  to  Francis  rhilip  Fa( io,  (i;-raii(llallicr  of  claiiiiaiit.s.)  ll  ruillicr  a|i|icarcil  that  F.  I'.  I'alioiin.k 
tho  oath  of  fealty  to  hi.s  (.'alliolic  Majesty;  that  he  was  in  possession  of  (he  laud  nnlil  his  dcalh;  and  Ihal, 
in  the  division  of  the  estate,  this  traet  was  allott(>d  to  the  elaimanls.  'I'hc  lio.inl  dceniiii--  Ihis  olaiui  ti) 
lie  valid,  tbcy  therefore  conlirni  it  to  the  claimants.     Septendier  10. 

B^»Sce  F.  J.  Fatio  ct  al.'x  claim  for  two  hniidrecl  acres. 

Xo.  3.— Rf.poct  No.  (■).— IS24. 
Francis  J.  Fatio  vs.   Tin'  Unilcd  Slates.     For  seven  Jutndrcd  and  lirenli/  arres  nf  land. 

MEMoRI.\l.. 

To  the  honorable  the  board  (if  land  etnnniissioner.'i  appointed  to  ascertain,  claims  and  titles  to  hinds  in  East 

Florida: 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  i'or  himself  and  for  Maria  Theresa,  widow  of  Philip  Fatio,  deceased,  as  also  So))lu'a 
Louisa,  Luis,  Mary  Ann,  and  Fernando,  children  and  heirs  of  the  said  P.  Fatio,  respectfully  represent:  That 
your  petitioner  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consistin.i;- of  twenty-one  caliallerias,  and  two  small  marsh  islands 
in  front,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  and  southeast  siile  thereof,  about  I'orty-tive  miles  nortwestward  from 
St.  Augustine,  bounded  on  the  north  by  St.  John's  river,  on  the  east  by  lands  of  John  .Mclnt(.isli,  beginning 
on  the  river  St.  John'a,  at  an  oak  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  south  10  chains,  to  an  oak  with  the  same 
mark;  thence  south  15°  west,  90  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark — the.se  two  lines  bound  the  lands 
of  John  Mcintosh;  thence  north  75°  west,  70  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  thence  north  15°  east, 
51  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  thence  north  27°  west,  40  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark; 
thence  north  15°  east,  15  chains,  to  a  pine  on  the  margin  of  an  impassable  marsh  on  the  river  St.  John's; 
thence  along  the  meanders  i.if  the  river  to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  jilat  and  certilicate  of  Pedrcj 
Marrot,  who  was  appointed  a  commissioned  judge,  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  for  the  survej'  of  lands 
ordered  to  be  granted,  dated  March  9,  1793,  herewith  presented,  marked  A;  which  said  survey  was  made, 
in  pursuance  and  conlirmation  of  British  titles  or  grants,  by  Francis  Philij)  Fatio,  owner,  and  held  and 
demanded  as  thereby  to  be  seen.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said  Francis  Philip 
Fatio  remained  a  Spanish  subject  during  his  lifetime,  resident  in  Florida  after  tlie  transfer  thereof  by  Great 
Britain  to  Spain;  that  after  his  death,  the  said  tract  of  land  was  allotted  and  conveyed  to  the  heirs  of 
Philip  Fatio,  deceased,  which  said  Philip  Fatio  was  one  of  the  children  of  Francis  Philiji  Fatio,  the  original 
claimant,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  said  settlement  which  is  filed  before  this  honorable  board  in  a  claim  of 
Sophia  Fleming  and  William  Gibson  for  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  si.xty-two  acres  of  laud.  Your 
memorialist  further  shows  that  they  were  always  subjects  of  Spain  during  her  jurisdiction  within  the 
Territory  of  East  Florida,  and  were  resident  (so  far  as  they  were,  living)  in  the  said  Territory  at  the  time 
of  its  cession  to  the  United  States  by  Spain;  that  Francis  J.  Fatio  is  a  resident  of  East  Florida  and 
citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  said  widow  and  the  other  heirs  reside  at  present  in  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

F.  J.  FATIO, /or  himself  and  the  other  Iteirs  of  P.  Fatio,  deceased. 

[Here  follows  the  transhxtion  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot  of  twontj-- 
one  caballerias  and  twentj'-one  acres  (720  acres)  to  Francis  Philip  Fatio,  dated  March  9,  1793.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  Fast  Florida  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Francis  J.  Fatio,  one  of  the  justices  appointed  to  keep  the  peace  in 
said  county,  Mrs.  Sophia  Fleming,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  as  follows:  That  she  was  acquainted 
with  David  Convoise;  he  was  agent  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Dunnage,  Francis  Philip  Fatio,  and  Kivaz  and 
Naville;  said  Convoise  bought  the  plantation  (since  called  New  Castle)  from  Kobert  Harris  about  the 
year  1771,  and  took  immediate  possession  of  said  plantation  for  himself,  and  in  virtue  of  a  power  of 
attorney  from  his  copartners.  At  the  cession  of  the  province  to  Spain,  in  the  year  178-4,  Francis  Philip 
Fatio  remained  in  Florida;  on  a  dissolution  of  partnership,  he  bought  the  interest  of  the  other  partners 
and  obtained  Spanish  titles  for  all  the  lands  formerly  held  by  said  firm.  Francis  Philip  Fatio  becanie  a 
Spanish  subject  in  1784,  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Spanish  government. 

SOPHIA  FLEMING. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  on  St.  John's  river,  June  28,  1824. 

F.  J.  FA'nO,  Justice  cf  the  Peace. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  Pedro  Marrot,  by  order  of  the  government,  surveyed  tlie  land  for  Francis 
Philip  Fatio,  grandfatlier  of  claimants,  March  9,  1793,  as  per  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  exhibited;  that, 
on  the  division  of  the  estate  of  F.  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  this  tract  was  allotted  and  conveyed  to  them;  thai 
the  aforesaid  Fatio  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Spain,  and  occupied  the  land  until  his  (h.alli. 
In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  title  to  the  claimant  and  their  heirs.     October  12. 

TESTIMONY. 

Francis  J.  Fatio  et  al.  vs.  Tlic  United  States.     For  seven  liundred  acres  of  land. 

George  J.  F.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  was  acquainted  with  F.  P.  Fatio,  sr.,  deceased, 
and  was  always  considered  as  a  Spanisli  subject;  could  not  have  remained  in  the  iirovince  if  he  was  not. 

Witness  says  he  knows  the  tract  of  land  of  New  Castle,  which  was  always of  years  previous. 

Witness  says  that  he  knew  Philip  Fatio,  who  was  son  of  th(^  said  Francis  P.  Fatio,  deceased,  and  also 
his  first  wife. 

vol..  IV 49  c 
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No.  4. — Report  No.  6. — 1824. 
Thomas  Travev!;'  heirs  v.s.  The  United  Slates.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  lionorahle  the  commissioners  appoinled  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  momorial  of  William  Travers,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers, 
deceased,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist,  for  and  in  behalf  as  aforesaid,  claims  title  to  a  certain  tract 
or  piece  of  land  in  East  Florida,  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  origi- 
nally granted  by  the  British  government,  by  grant  bearing  date  January  4,  1708,  while  East  Florida  was 
a  province  and  dependence  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  one  James  Penman;  that  the  said  James 
Pouman,  that  is  to  saj',  on  or  about  September  20,  1719,  sold  and  conveyed  the  said  land  to  one  James 
Peavett;  that,  after  the  death  of  James  Peavett,  it  became  and  was  the  property  of  ^Nlaria  Evans,  who  for 
many  years  occupied,  cultivated,  and  improved  the  said  land,  continuing  to  do  so  until  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  lia[ipened  some  time  about  the  year  1792  or  1793;  that  the  said  Maria  Evans  devised  the 
said  tract  of  land,  with  others,  by  her  last  will  and  testament,  made  in  the  year  1792,  to  the  aforesaid 
Thomas  Travers;  that  the  said  Thomas  Travers  departed  this  life  some  time  about  the  year  18 — ,  leaving 
your  memorialist  and  his  sister  his  heirs-at-law;  that  the  said  land  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  time 
past,  in  the  actual  occupancy  and  cultivation  of  one  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  who  holds  the  said  land  under 
the  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Travers.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  land  is  situated  at 
about  live  miles  to  the  west  of  St.  Augustine;  that,  at  the  time  of  the  original  survey,  it  was  bounded  on 
all  sides  by  vacant  lands;  that  it  now  adjoins  a  six  hundred  acre  tract  of  one  Francisco  P.  Sanchez,  and 
has  the  following  courses  and  dimensions,  as  appears  by  the  original  plat  of  the  survey  thereof,  herewith 
filed:  The  lirst  line  begins  at  a  pine  marked  X,  and  runs  north  25^  west,  54  chains  and  80  links,  to  another 
pine  with  the  same  mark;  then  runs  south  65°  west,  54  chains  and  80  links,  to  another  pine  with  the  same 
mark;  then  runs  south  25°  west,  54  chains  and  80  links,  to  another  pine,  same  mark;  then  runs  south  G5° 
east,  54  chains  and  80  links,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  AVherefore,  your  memorialist  claims  confirmation 
of  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Travers  to  the  said  land. 

JNO.  DliYSDALE,  Attorney  for  Memorialist. 

[Here  follows  a  British  grant  made  by  Governor  James  Grant  to  James  Penman,  dated  January  4, 1708.] 
[Here  follows  a  plan  and  certificate  of  survey  by  F.  G.  Mulcaster,  dated  September  2,  1707.] 
[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  James  Penuian  to  Joseph  Peavett,  dated  September  19, 
1779.J 

DEPOSITIONS. 

East  Florid.v,  St.  John's  County  : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  Nicolas  Eslefanopolj',  who,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  has  resided  in  St. 
Augustine  for  many  years;  that  he  was  acquainted  with  Joseph  Peavett  before  and  after  the  cession  of 
this  country  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  and  knew  of  the  said  Joseph  Peavett  becoming  a  Spanish  subject; 
that  he,  this  depijucnt,  was  employed  by  Peavett  at  sundry  jobs  at  said  Peavett's  plantation,  situated 
about  two  miles  west  from  St.  Augustine,  and  at  a  place  called  Peavett's  Swamp;  that  he  knows  Peavett 
remained  cultivating  the  said  laud  up  to  the  time  of  his  death;  and  tliat  he  has  not  a  doubt  his  widow 
continued  in  possession  for  many  years  after  and  planted  the  same;  that  he  never  heard  the  rights  of 
Peavett's  heirs  to  this  land  questioned.  Deponent  knew  Maria  Evans,  the  wife  of  Peavett;  after  the  death 
of  Peavett  she  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hudson,  who  died  here  some  time  before  the  death  of  Maria 
Evans. 

NICOLAS  M  ESLEFANOPOLY. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  July,  in  the  j'car  of  our  Lord  1824. 

BERNARDO  SEGUI,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

East  Florida,  St.  John's  County : 

This  daj'  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  Gabriel  Triay,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  has  resided  in  and  about 
St.  Augustine  near  lifty-five  years;  that  he  knew  Joseph  Peavett  as  early  as  1779,  and  remained 
acquainted  with  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death;  that  Peavett  remained  here  after  the  cession  of  the 
country  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  in  1784,  and  became  a  Spanish  subject;  that  ho,  this  deponent,  was 
employed  by  Peavett,  whilst  the  British  had  possession  of  the  country,  to  build  houses,  &c.,  upon  a  plan- 
tation belonging  to  the  said  Peavett  at  a  place  about  two  miles  west  from  St.  Augustine,  at  a  place  called 
Peavett's  Swamp;  that  Peavett  retained  possession  of  the  said  lands  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
took  place  some  time  after  the  Spaniards  came  into  the  country;  that  he  never  heard  the  right  of  Peavett's 
heirs  to  this  property  cpiestioned.  The  improvements  made  upon  this  plantation  were  burnt  by  the 
Indians,  and  the  })lantation  broken  up  many  years  ago.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Penman  had  a  plantation 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  northward  of  the  place  described  by  this  deponent.  Deponent  knows  that 
Peavett  had  negroes  upon  Penman's  place  for  several  j'ears,  and  cultivated  that  place  at  the  same  time 
that  he  planted  the  plantation  in  Peavett's  Swamp.  Deponent  does  not  know  how  much  land  Peavett- 
owned  in  the  swamp,  but  always  thought  the  whole  belonged  to  him.  Deponent  knew  ^laria  Evans,  the 
wife  of  Peavett,  well;  after  the  death  of  Peavett  slie  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hudson,  who  died 
here  some  time  before  the  death  of  Maria  Evans;  Peavett  had  no  children,  and  after  his  death  his  wife 
had  possession  of  all  his  property  to  the  time  of  her  death.  The  house  built  by  Peavett  was  from  thirty 
to  thirty-five  feet  long  and  sixteen  or  seventeen  broad;  he  had  about  twenty-eight  negroes,  workers,  and 
all  necessary  houses  for  them,  and  had  about  forty  or  fifty  acres  cleared  and  in  cultivation  in  the  swamp, 
besides  a  considerable  quantity  in  the  pine  land. 

GABRIEL  M  TRIAY. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me  July  19,  1824.  BERNARDO  SEGUI,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  . 
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nKCUI'K    HY    TIIK    HO.MtD. 

The  hoard  asf(n'taiil  the  aforesaid  to  tie  a  valid  lirilisli  uraiit  ;  tlial  llie  •jianlcr,  al'lcr  llic  cession  .,1' 
the  eouiitry  to  Spain,  ct.mtinued  lo  oeenpy  and  (adtivat<'  the  same;  thai  he  heeanie  a  Spanish  sulijeel,  and 
died  without  i.ssiie;  that  his  wife  eontilineil  to  (leiMipy  ami  enllivali'  the  same  until  her  death;  that  in  lur 
last  will  and  testament  she  lie(|ueafhed  th(>  land  in  (lui'slinn  lu  Thomas  Tiasers,  deeeasi'd.  'J'hev  there- 
fore eoutirni  to  the  heirs  the  title  afori'said.      Sepleinlii'r  17. 

[NoTK. — No.  o  was  m.it  returiieil  to  the  General  Land  (.)lliee  hy  the  eommissioners.  ] 

Ne.  0. — IvEl'OKT  Xo.  0. —  1S2-4. 
William  and  John  L</I(in  vs.  2'Jic  Uiii/ei!  S/alfK.     For  Inv  Iiunilird  ucn.-i  nf  land. 

Mf;Mel:i.M,. 

To  the,  honorable  the  commi^Monvr^  appointed  to  a.-<ceiiain  claims  and  titles  to  lainh  in  AW  Florida: 

Tlie  memorial  of  John  and  William  Lofton,  residents  of  Last  Florida  and  eiti/.ens  of  the  Tnited  States, 
respectfully  sliowcth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  trai-t  of  land  eonsistinn' of  t\vo  hundred 
acres,  situated  on  the  north  branch  of  Nassau  river,  bounded  by  vacant  lands,  as  per  deed  from  Coini'lius 
Kainc  to  John  Lofton,  which  lands  have  not  been  sur\cyed  to  their  knewledi:!';  which  title  vnur  memo- 
rialists claim  as  grandchildren  to  thc^  sai<l  John  Lofton  and  as  his  heirs.  The  said  land  was  ori,L;lnally 
g-ranted  to  one  Cornelius  l?aiue,  in  the  year  1768,  by  the  British  authorities  in  this  province,  by  patent, 
which  is  by  time  and  accident  nearly  ilestroyed;  the  rennnmt,  with  the  seal  attaidied,  is  herewith  presented, 
Iiaving'  the  certiticato  of  registry  faintly  to  be  seen  on  the  back  of  said  renjuiint;  and  the  said  (.'ornelius 
Kaiiio  conve_yed  the  same  to  the  said  John  Lofton  in  1700,  as  appears  by  his  deed  herewith  lu-eseuted. 
The  said  lands  were  occupied  by  your  memorialists  and  ancestor  for  some  years,  as  they  have  been 
informed,  but  they  have  no  personal  knowledg-e  of  the  fact,  their  grandfather  and  father  being  dead  many 
years;  and  they  being-  young,  and  the  province  having  been  very  much  distiirbi'd  by  the  internal  commo- 
tions, they  have  never  been  aide  to  ascertain  the  particulars  relative  to  their  claim,  so  as  to  be  iilile  to 
point  it  out  more  [larticulaidv.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  iScc.     St.  Augustine,  August  29,  1823. 

"J(.)IIN  B.  m'liO^G,  Ait<n-nc>i  for  Claimanl^. 
[Here  follows  a  British  jiafent,  with  tlie  great  seal  attached  to  it,  very  much  mutilated,  together  with 
a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Cornelius  liaine,  the  original  grantee,  to  John  Lofton,  also  mutilated.] 

Territory  of  Floripa,  County  of  St.  John'.-^: 

Joseph  Summerall,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  was  well  acrpiainted  with  John  Lofton, 
the  grandfather  of  the  above  claimants,  during  the  residence  of  the  British  authorities  in  this  province; 
that  he  occupied  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  north  branch  of  Nassau  river, 
now  in  the  county  of  Duval;  that  he  occupied  said  tract  for  at  least  twenty  years,  till  1794,  when  a 
disturbancc.took  place  in  the  province,  and  the  Spanish  government  ordered  the  settlers  in  that  part  to 
remove  to  the  south  and  cast  side  of  St.  John's  river,  when  the  said  Lofton  removed  from  the  said  lands 
into  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  in  two  or  three  years  after  died;  that  the  said  Lofton  bought  the  said  land 
of  one  Cornelius  Raine,  who  had  a  British  grant  for  the  same,  which  this  deponent  had  seen  many  years 
ago,  and  had  heard  iif  long  before  he  saw  the  same.  This  deponent  further  says  that  at  his  death  Ik;  left 
his  sou,  John  Lofton,  his  heir-at-law;  and  at  the  death  of  tlic  last-mentioned  John  Lofton  he  left  the 
claimants,  John  and  William  Lofton,  his  sons,  and  his  only  heirs;  that,  after  the  disturbance  of  1794  hail 
ceased,  the  said  John  Lolton,  the  father,  removed  on  to  a  tract  of  land  which  was  granted  to  himself,  and 
joined  the  land  of  John  Lofton,  the  grandfather,  and  occupied  them  both  for  some  years,  when  new  disturb- 
ances took  place,  and  he  removed  into  the  now  county  of  St.  John's.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  John  Lofton,  the  father,  who  had  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  former  tract,  which  he  lived  upon  and  occupied  about  twelve  j^ears;  at  his  death  this  tract, 
with  the  former  one,  descended  to  the  claimants  as  his  heirs,  who  have  the  possession  undisputed  by  any 
one.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  is  also  well  acquainted  with  another  tract  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land,  which  was  granted  to  the  said  John  Lofton,  the  father,  and  lies  between  St.  Mary's  and 
Nassau  rivers,  and  not  far  from  the  last-mentioned  tracts,  and  was  in  occupancy  of  the  said  John  Lofton, 
the  father,  all  the  time  he  occupied  the  last-mentioned  tract  of  three  hundred  and  lifty  acres,  and  which 
said  second  tract  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  also  descended  to  the  claimants  as  the  sons  and  only 
heirs  of  the  said  John  Lofton,  the  father,  and  which  is  also  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the  claimants. 
This  deponent  is  also  well  acquainted  with  another  tract  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  which  is  on  Amelia  island, 
at  a  pLace  called  Cabbage  Hammock,  and  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  John  Lofton,  the 
father,  and  on  which  he  niade  a  settlement  and  cleared  about  six  acres;  which  said  tract  at  hi.s  death  also 
came  to  the  claimants  as  the  sons  and  heirs  of  the  said  John  Lofton,  the  father,  and  is  in  their  legal  and 
imdisturbed  possession.  JOSEPH  SUMMERALL. 

Sworn  to  before  me  December  23,  1823.  JOHN  B.  STRONG,  Judr/e  of  the  County  Court. 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's,  set: 

William  Hartley,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  tracts 
of  land  in  the  above  affidavit  of  Joseph  Summerall  mentioned;  and  that  he  was  well  acquainted  witli 
John  Lofton,  the  father  of  the  claimants,  and  that  he  had  the  possession  of  all  of  them  for  at  least  twelve 
years  before  his  death;  and  that  after  his  death  they  came  into  possession  of  John  and  William  Loiton, 
the  present  claimants,  who  have  held  the  same,  as  his  sons  and  only  heirs-at-law,  for  the  last  niiie^  or  ten 
years;  and  further  saith  not.  "  AVILLIAM  HARTLEY. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  December  23,  1823.  JOHN  B.  STRONti,  Judyeof  County  Court. 

DECREE    V,X    THE    DOAKD. 

We  ascertain  in  this  case  that  John  Lofton,  grandfather  of  claimants,  oldained  the  land  from  Cornelius 
Raine,  who  had  the  same  granted  to  him  by  the  British  government,  (as  per  mutilated  British  patent.) 
Raine  in  1709  conveys  the  tract  to  Lofton, "(as  per  mutilated  deed.)  It  appeared  that  Lofton  afterwards 
inhaViited  and  cultivated  this  tract  until  driven  away  by  disturliances  and  commi.itions  that  took  place  in 
1794.  The  commissioners  deeming  that  this  grant,  together  with  those  claimed  liy  the  aljove-nameil 
claimants,  were  valid  under  the  late  Spanish  government,  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed  to  them  so  far  as 
the  United  States  are  concerned.     September  28. 

[Note. — No.  7  was  not  returned  by  the  commissioners  to  the  General  Land  Office.] 
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[Note. — No.  1  was  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  OiSce  by  tlie  commissioners.] 

No.  2.— KKroRT  No.  8.— 1824. 
Franciff  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  aeres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissirjner.^  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Tlie  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Saneliez  respectfully  sliowcth:  That  he  claims  title  in  and  to  a  certain 
tract  or  parcel  nf  land  consisting  of  six  hundred  acres,  situate  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that 
the  said  tract  of  six  hundred  acres  is  part  of  grant  of  two  thousand  acres  originally'  made  to  one  Roque 
Leonardy,  now  deceased,  by  three  several  concessions,  one  of  which  was  made  December  24,  1792,  and 
one  April  11,  1793,  by  Governor  Qucsada,  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  and  the  other  Januarj'  3,  1799,  by 
Governor  AVhite,  the  governor  of  East  Florida;  which  several  concessions  were  made  under  and  in  virtue 
of  a  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain,  bearing  date  Oct<iber  29,  1790,  all  which  will  fully  and  at  large 
appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  concession,  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked 
exiiibit  A;  that  the  said  Roque  Leonardy,  upon  obtaining  the  said  concession,  took  immediate  and  actual 
possession  of  the  lands,  and  improved  and  cultivated  them,  and  remained  in  the  actual  possession  and 
occupancy  of  them  till  his  death,  which  took  place  about  the  year  1803;  and  that  his  heirs  are  now  in 
the  actual  occuiiancy  of  that  part  of  the  said  lands  now  sold  to  your  memorialist;  that  the  said  lands 
were  surveyed  very  soon  after  their  concession  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  East  Florida, 
Pedro  Marrott;  but  his  plat  having  been  lost,  application  was  made  by  the  heirs  of  the  said  Leonardy  for 
a  resurvcy  of  them,  which  was  ordered  April  5,  1819,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of 
the  ap|)lication  and  order  for  the  said  resurvej-,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  that 
the  said  concession  of  two  thousand  acres  was  located  by  the  said  Roque  Leonardy  in  two  distinct  tracts, 
one  of  which  consisted  of  fourteen  hundred  acres,  and  the  other  of  si.\  hundred  acres,  the  latter  of  which 
is  that  claimed  by  your  memorialist,  as  appears  by  the  certified  copies  of  the  plat  thereof  now  submitted 
and  filed,  and  marked  exhibits  C  andB;  that  the  said  tract  of  six  hundred  acres  is  situated  on  the  North 
river,  about  sixteen  miles  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  between  tlie  road  to  San  Vincent  Ferrer  and 
lands  of  John  Andrew,  and  has  the  following  lines  and  dimensions,  that  is  to  say:  the  first  line  begins 
at  a  pine  marked  X,  and  runs  north  77  degrees  cast,  60  chains,  to  another  pine  marked  X;  the  second 
line  runs  north  13  degrees  west,  100  chains,  to  another  pine  marked  X;  the  third  lino  runs  south  77 
degrees  west,  60  chains,  to  another  pine  markeii  with  a  X;  the  fourth  line  runs  south  13  degrees  east, 
100  chains,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  said  land  was,  at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof,  bounded  on 
the  south  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Travcrs,  on  the  north  by  vacant  land,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
west  by  the  road  to  San  Vincent  Ferrer,  as  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  the  plat  thereof  contained  in 
exhibit  D.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that,  May  25,  1821,  a  grant,  in  absolute  property,  of  the 
aforesaid  tract  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land  was  made  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  then  governor  of  East 
Florida,  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Roque  Leonardy,  as  will  appear  by  a  certified  copy  thereof,  now  herewith 
submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  cxhiljit  B,  and  that  Bartolome  Leonardy,  Juan  Leonardy,  and  Maria 
Ugarti,  the  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  lioque  Leonardy,  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  March  21,  1822,  for  a 
valuable  consideration  paid  to  them  by  j-our  memorialist,  conveyed  to  your  memorialist,  in  fee  simple 
absolute,  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  its  appurtenances,  as  will  appear  by 
the  original  conveyance  thereof  to  your  memorialist,  now  hcrewitli  sulimitted  and  fded,  and  marked'exhibit 
F.  And  your  memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  the  said  Roque  Leonardy  was,  at  the  time  the 
said  six  hundred  acres  of  land  were  conceded  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  his  death,  an  inhabitant  and 
settler  of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  his  heirs  were,  at  the  time  of  their 
father's  death,  also  settlers  of  East  Florida,  and  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  were  settlers  of  East 
Florida  at  the  time  they  conveyed  the  said  land  to  your  memorialist;  that  your  memorialist  was,  at  the 
time  of  the  cession  of  tliis  Tei'ritory  to  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and 
has  so  continued  ever  since.  Wherefore,  he  prays  confirmation  of  his  title  to  the  said  six  hundred  acres 
of  land  and  its  appurtenauccs,  &c. 

FRANCIS  P.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JNO.  DRYSDALE. 

[Translation.] 

MEMORIAL. 

Don  Roque  Leonardy,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  with  due  respect,  states  to  your  excellency  that 
about  fifteen  miles  to  the  north  of  this  city  there  is  a  piece  of  land  belonging  to  the  King,  which  in 
former  times  was  planted  by  a  certain  Mr.  Men,  and  at  present,  for  want  of  a  person  to  possess  it,  it  is 
uncultivated.  Wherefore  he  praj's  the  g"oodness  of  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  said 
land,  by  which  he  will  receive  a  singular  favor,  which  he  hopes  from  the  well  known  justice  of  your 
excellencv. 

ROQUE  LEONARDY. 

Scnor  Governor. 

St.  Augustine,  December  24,  1792. 
As  he  requires,  withiiut  injury  to  a  third  person,  let  this  party  be  permitted  to  establish  himself 
where  he  solicits  until  the  commissioner  ai)pointed  for  the  general  survey  of  lands  shall  assign  him  those 
which  correspond  to  his  family. 

QUESADA. 

memorial. 

Don  Roque  Leonardy,  resident  of  this  city,  and  inhabitant  of  the  province,  with  all  respect  states  to 
your  excellency  that  his  only  business  being  that  of  a  laborer,  by  which  he  has  to  maintain  his  large 
far  il_y,  and  for  this  same  reason  your  excellency  having  done  him  the  favor  to  grant  him  the  plantation 
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Sefior  GovERXOit  and  Ch-Mmander-in-i'iiief. 


St.  Ai'dusTi.N'E,  jij/rll  11,  n'.i3. 
If  tlio  hinds  wliii-li  tliis  jiai'ty  sulieits  lie  not  ilestiucd  lor  the  King's  woods,  iiur  previously  [g'ranted] 
to  any  utiier  iiduibitant  of  tlie  province,  tiie  captain,  Don   Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  for  the   f^'cueral 
distribution  of  them,  shall  assip;u  those  which  correspond  to  him  in  the  places  which  he  points  out. 

QUESAUA. 


St.  Augustine,  Januar(j  3,  1799. 

Don  roKiue  Leonardy,  inhahitant  of  this  city,  with  dm.'  respect,  states  to  your  excellency  that,  when 
the  lands  were  surveyed,  there  remained  a  jiiece  near  his  plantation,  and  to  tiie  south  of  it,  whicii  bounds 
that  of  Donna  Teresa  Gill.  This  said  piece  of  public  land  consists  of  a  scrub  very  thick  and  full  of 
palmettos,  althoug'h  there  is  a  small  part  a  little  cleared;  but,  althoug-h  that  which  corresponds  to  him  of 
the  uncleared  is  but  small,  he  receives  much  injury  from  the  vicinity  of  it  to  the  hi_)use  of  your  mein(.irialist. 
He  humbly  prays  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  give  him  a  piece  of  land,  good  and  bail,  that,  by  this 
means,  he  may  lessen  the  increased  damages  which  he  receives  in  clearing  and  cultivating  it,  a  favor 
■which  he  hopes  to  receive  from  the  equitable  charity  of  your  excellenc}'. 

UUQUE  LEOXAllDY. 

Sefior  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief. 

St.  Augustine,  Jaiiuanj  3,  1799. 
Let  the  commandant  of  engineers  report. 

St.  Augustine,  January  .3,  1799. 
The  lauds  on  which  the  jietitioner  has  his  plantation  correspond  to  those  of  North  creek,  and  ho  sees 
no  objection  that  the  lands  which  he  solicits  shall  be  increased  in  his  possession  and  placed  in  cultivation, 
it  being  not  onlj^  useful  to  shun  the  damages  which  the  thickness  of  the  woods  occasion  him,  but  also 
advantageous  to  the  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  the  province;  whicli  is  all  ho  has  to  inform  your 
excellency  of,  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing  decree. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  BEIIRIO. 
ScSor  Governor. 

decree. 

St.  Augustine,  January  3,  1799. 
Let  there  be  granted   to   this  party,  without  injury  to   a  third  person,  the  lands  he  solicits,  until, 
agreeably  to  the  persons  he  may  have  for  its  cultivation,  the  corresponding  (piantity  be  assiicned  him. 

WllITE. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

[Tranelation.] 

The  legitimate  heirs  of  Don  Pioque  Leonard}'  and  Donna  Aguida  Coll,  now  deceased,  with  due  venera- 
ticn,  represent  to  your  excellency,  through  the  medium  of  Don  Jose  M.  Ugarte,  as  husband  of  Doinia  Maria 
Leonardy,  one  of  them,  and  the  only  one  present,  that  there  are  belonging  to  them  by  concessions,  which 
the  annexed  documents  prove,  as  also  long  possession  and  constant  cultivation  for  more  than  twenty-six 
years,  the  fi.illowing  lands,  to  wit:  beginning  by  a  line  which  should  run  east  and  west  from  that  of  their 
bounding  neighbors  on  the  south,  the  heirs  of  Francisco  Arnau,  on  the  creek  named  the  King's  Landing, 
distant  twelve  miles  to  the  north  of  this  place,  on  the  margin  of  the  West  river,  until  it  terminates  to  the 
north,  with  the  lands  and  appurtenances  of  the  old  plantation  named  Alerter  Man,  as  all  must  run  under 
the  same  lines,  and  amongst  them  the  said  possession  of  3Ien,  three  hundred  acres  marked  out  from  the 
said  boundary  of  Arnau,  and  the  land  also  granted  January  3,  1799;  also,  what  is  called  th(^  Rice  planta- 
tion, distant  sixteen  miles  on  the  said  North  river  from  this  place;  also,  to  the  west,  which,  with  their 
appurtenances,  as  well  one  as  the  other,  have  been  formerly  .surveyed  and  laid  off,  except  tlie  scrub 
under  the  commission  of  Captain  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  at  that  time  placed  in  the  general  plan  of  surveys  of 
this  province,  the  place  of  deposit  of  whicli  is  unknown  and  is  wanting,  to  the  injury  of  the  memorialists. 
Wherefore  they  pray  your  excellency  to  have  the  goodness  to  permit  that  the  private  surveyor,  Don 
Andrew  Burgevin,  may  pass  to  said  lands  to  make  new  surveys  of  them,  under  the  regulations  established 
in  such  cases;  and  that  being  effected,  the  corresponding  dijcuments  be  delivered  to  them  to  proceed  to 
prove  the  other  circumstances  which  consolidate  the  right  of  property  which  they  ought  to  enjijy  from 
haying  complied  with  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  regulations  of  this  government  on  this  matter,  they 
being  ready  to  pay  in  full  the  expenses  due.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  3,  is  19. 

JOSE  MARIA  UGARTE. 

decree. 

St.  Augustine,  April  5,  1819. — Let  it  be  granted  as  asked  for,  agreeably  to  the  forms  of  law,  and  with 
notice  to  the  bounding  neighbors. 

COPPINGER. 


392 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  454. 


St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  clay,  month,  and  year,  the  foreg-oing  decree  was  made  known  to  Don  Jos6 
Maria  Ugarte;  which  I  attest. 

ENTRALGO. 

On  the  same  day,  Don  Andres  Burgevin  was  notified  of  the  appointment  made  of  liim  as  surveyor, 
and  on  being  informed  of  it,  said  that  he  accepted  of  it,  and  promised,  under  oatli  in  due  form,  well  and 
faithfully  to  discharge  tiie  duties  intrusted  to  him  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing, and  signed  it;  which  I  certify. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 


Before  me- 


JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  dbc. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  a  surveyor  appointed  by  government  by  decree  made  on  the  5th  instant,  in 
favor  of  the  interested:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  oil'  for  the  heirs  of  Don  Rocjue  Leonardy 
and  Da.  As'uida  Coll,  a  piece  of  land  which  contains  si.x  hundred  acres,  situated  on  ihe  western  bank  of 
the  North  river,  twelve  miles  from  this  city,  beginning  on  the  southern  boundary  with  the  north  line  of 
the  heirs  of  Du.  Francis  Arnau,  ending  to  the  north  with  the  first  salt  creek  to  the  east  of  said  river,  and 
to  the  west  with  vacant  pine  land,  and  being  in  its  other  circumstances  conformable  to  the  following  plat; 
to  confirm  which  I  give  these  presents,  which  I  sign  in  St.  Augustine,  April  28,  1819. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 
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Pine.  4th  line.    South  13°  East,  100  chains.  Pine. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  the  heirs  of  Roque  Leonardy  to  claimant,  dated  March 
21,  1822.] 

DECREE    BY   THE   BOARD. 

The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  title,  exhibited  in  evidence  three  concessions  of  different  dates  made 
to  Roque  Leonardy,  deceased;  the  last  of  which,  by  Governor  White,  is  dated  January  3,  1799,  the 
quantity  of  land  conceded  not  specified  nor  defined  in  the  several  concessions.  The  board  not  being- 
authorized  to  decide  finally  on  claims  where  the  amount  claimed  is  undefined,  they  order  that  all  the 
documents  filed  in  this  case  bo  forwarded  to  Congress  for  their  determination.     April  14. 

No.  3.— Report  No.  8.— 1824. 

Gabriel  TV.  Perpall  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fifteen  acres  of  land. 

MEM0R1.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  G.  W.  Perpall  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  fifteen  acres  or  more,  situated  at  the  Little  Matanzas  bar,  known  by  the  name  of 

Barrataria  island,  bounded ;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession 

made  to  Joseph  Hughes  by  Governor  Coppinger,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  by  deed  of  con- 
veyance, bearing  date  January  27,  1818.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 
November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Here  follows  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Joseph  Hughes  of  the  fifteen  acres 
(translated,)  and  dated  January  24,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Hughes  to  claimant  of  the  land,  dated  January 
27,  1818.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  establishes  his  title  by  exhibiting  a  concession  of  the  fifteen  acres  made  by 
Governor  Coppinger  to  Jo.seph  Hughes,  dated  January  24,  1818,  and  conveyance  thereof  by  deed  to 
claimant.     In  consideration  whereof,  we  confirm  the  same  to  him  and  his  heirs.     September  3. 


1825.] 
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No.  4.— Rf,i>ort  No.  8.— 1824. 
Gabriel  II'.  PcrpaU  vs.  The  United  Stole.<.     Fur  sir  Jniinlred  mid  Jorfi/  ai'rr-i  of  limd. 

MKMORI.\I,. 

To  llie  Iionoi'dlilc  the  enmmissioiierg  appninfed  to  a.<eertniii  elai)n.-<  and  title.<  to  land-:  in  F.iiM  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  (r.  W.  Perpall  shuwrtii:  That  your  inciinu-ialist  rhiiiiis  title  to  :i  tiiirt  nf  himl  cunsi.sl  Jul;- 
of  a  mile  S(iiiafc,  (si.x  huudfed  and  forty  acres,)  situated  on  the  river  St.  Sei)astiaii,  about  one  mile  iji  a, 
southwest  direction  from  this  eity,  houuiled  on  the  east  liy  tlie  rivers  Mutanzas  and  St.  Seltastiaii,  on  the 
south  bj'  a  little  creelc  called  Julia,  on  the  north  by  aiiuther  I'reidc  called  (lonzalez,  and  (in  tlie  west  liy  a 
pine  barren;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  judicial  sale  by  (Governor  (^uesada  to  Thumas 
Travers,  and  by  him  sold  to  Cieorg-e  Taylor;  also,  by  his  attorney,  F.  M.  Arredondo,  sold  to  your  niemm-iah'st. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lan<ls;  thai  he  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  Statics  and  a  resident  of  St.  Auj;'nstine.     November  10,  1823. 

Cr.  W.  l'EKPALI>. 

[Translation.] 

JULIICI.VL  S.VI.E. 

Don  Juan  Nepomuceno  de  t^uesada,  cnhniel  of  tlie  royal  armies.  ^-iiNi'mor  and  coininander-in-ehief  of 
this  city  and  province  of  St.  Augustine,  Flnrida,  for  his  Majesty,  says  that  an  cllieial  \rUvv  was  trans- 
mitted to  me  from  the  accountant's  office  of  the  royal  domain  of  this  said  city,  dated  the  9tli  of  October,  of 
the  year  last  past,  1790,  showing-  nie  that  by  the  deceas(!  of  Don  .Tesse  Fisli,  of  tlie  English  natimi,  under 
which  Protestant  religion  he  died,  thinx'  remaiiird  a  iiieer  of  cultivated  land  called  the  drove,  and  that  a 
son  of  the  said  deceased  had  retired  to  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  that  the  laws  of  these 
kingdouLS  forbid  that  foreigners  should  hold  real  proiterty  unless  they  are  established  in  our  dominions, 
soliciting  said  minister  that  thus  the  said  landed  property,  as  well  as  whatever  others  are  found  in  this 
province  and  belong  to  said  Fish,  their  rents  and  arrears,  should  belong  to  his  Majesty;  rcipiesting  me, 
at  the  same  time,  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  tiie  investigation  of  this  business.  In  virtue  of 
which,  by  a  judicial  decree  of  the  same  month  and  year,  I  ordered  that,  being  included  in  one  of  the 
resolutions  wliich  the  said  official  letter  from  the  accountant's  office  points  out  in  law  34,  book  2,  and 
chapter  32,  of  the  rccopiladas  (aliridgment)  of  these  kingdoms,  to  give  completion  t(j  the  said  estate, 
testimony  is  to  be  taken  by  the  notary  of  the  testamentary  disposition  of  Fish,  or  any  other  under  which 
be  may  have  died,  informing  his  executors  or  other  persons,  certifying  also,  and  warning  the  tenants 
previously  to  anything  else,  that  they  have  to  account  to  the  royal  administration  for  the  rents;  that  it 
ought  to  be  made  known  that,  unless  lawful  creditors  appear,  the  King,  our  sovereign,  is  to  enter 
subsidiarily  into  possession  of  the  whole.  In  attention  to  which,  the  said  notary  having  a  copy  of  the  will 
annexed,  certified  that  the  property  of  which  he  had  notice,  what  the  said  Fish  left  besides  what  the  said 
will  contained,  consisted  of  copies  of  deeds,  which  he  produced.  In  which  stage  the  executors,  Don 
Thomas  Travers  and  Don  John  Leslie,  presented  themselves,  setting  forth  the  just  reasons  wliich  hindered 
them  from  soliciting  a  Avriting  of  inventory,  and  referring  to  the  property  in  the  said  notice  which  the 
notary  presented,  they  asked  for  a  postscript  "that  many  of  the  goods  w'cre  of  those  that  were  iierishable, 
(servando  servari  non  jjasseunt,)  and  others,  as  the  lnjuses,  wliich  were  everj^day  losing  their  value  for 
the  want  of  repairs,  so  that  their  total  ruin  was  to  bo  dreaded  in  a  little  time  to  the  injury  of  the  creditors 
of  his  Majestj-,''  I  did  order,  having  previously,  according  to  law,  received  information  of  the  ability  of  it, 
that  all  should  be  valued  and  sold  regularity,  tliat  the  proceeds  might  be  placed  or  deposited  in  the  royal 
coffers  until  the  issue;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  (>th  of  November  of  said  year,  1T90,  I  ordered  that  the  master 
carpenter  and  masons  should  proceed  to  a  valuation  of  the  houses  which  were  pointed  out,  als'j  explaining 
by  a  sworn  return  what  they  think  as  to  the  iieciissity  for  selling  them,  and  that  along  with  what  the 
accountant's  office  had  to  say,  whose  duty  it  is  to  interfere  in  said  business,  there  shall  be  a  decree.  In 
attention  to  which,  the  valuation  and  survey  of  the  houses  and  lots  was  proceeded  to;  the  said  masters 
swearing  in  due  form  that,  in  the  state  in  which  they  found  this  property,  it  was  threatened  with  entire 
ruin;  that  the  sale  of  which  would  lie  favorable,  since,  if  not,  they  would  be  exposed  to  the  loss  of  their 
value;  wdiich  being  seen  by  the  accountant's  office  of  the  royal  domain,  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  said 
sale  should  be  proceeded  to;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  15th  of  December  of  the  said  year,  I  ordered  that  the  sale 
should  be  proceeded  to,  for  which  purpose  handbills  were  posted  up  in  the  public  places  for  the  lawful  time, 
and  the  day  of  the  sale  being  made  kiunvn,  it  was  carried  into  effect  at  the  gates  of  this  government  house 
in  legal  form,  and  various  "bills,  oflers,  and  outbids  being  made  for  said  goods,  the  hour  appointed  for  its 
conclusion  having  arrived,  the  said  auction  w-as  concluded,  of  the  houses  and  lots  referred  to,  by  various 
individuals.  In  consequence  of  which,  by  a  decree  of  January  3,  1791,  I  ordered  that  what  is  contained 
in  the  proceedings  at  auction  being  prepared,  let  each  person  deposit,  respectively,  the  sums  which 
cornispond  to  hiiii;  and  in  its  virtuetliey  shall  prove  the  production  of  the  said  sums,  as  appears  from  the 
letters  of  payment  which  they  produced,  made  by  the  royal  treasury  of  this  place,  with  the  intervention 
of  the  accountant's  office  of  the  royal  domain,  and  my  approval  thereof.  By  my  decree  of  the  17th  of 
February  of  the  said  year,  1791,  I  commanded  that  there  should  lie  delivered  to  each  purchaser  a  competent 
deed  of  property,  and"  concluded  with  the  corresponding  note  in  the  proceeding  that  may  be  brought;  said 
deeds  being  executed  as  well  for  the  houses  ami  lots  referred  to,  as  als(j  the;  negroes  belonging  to  the  said 
estate,  which  were  also  auctioned  with  due  solemnity  to  several  individuals,  depositing  also  its  proceeds 
in  the  royal  coffers,  I  commanded,  by  a  decree  of  the  2d  of  April  of  the  said  year,  there  shall  be  given  to 
each  interested- the  copy  which  he  requires,  he  paying  the  proper  cost,  and  at  the  same  time  the  cost  of 
the  judicial  decrees,  and  its  amount  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  auctions  deposited  in  the  royal 
coti'ers;  and  when  done,  let  it  be  brijught  forward  that  what  is  necessary  may  be  decreed.  In  this  stage, 
and  various  creditors  of  the  said  deceased  having  come  forward  claiming  their  credits,  and  as  the  tribunal 
has  been  informed  that  there  are  several  others  having  presented  what  Don  Thomas  Travers  and  Don  Juan 
Leslie  in  their  representation  in  the  eighth  folio  of  the  said  proceedings,  and  having  in  every  respect  to 
act  according  to  law.  I  have  commanded  that  the  proceeds  i.'f  the  whole  sale  being  presented  as  it  was  in 
the  roj-al  colters  uJitil  another  thing  is  deti'rmineil  in  testiiniiiiy  <if  the  aceoiints  of  the  di'bts  which  aro 
pointed  out  in  said  folio  eight,  and  in  every  case  that  Don  Mauiud  Hernandez  Deiidiclio  be  [iresented,  who 
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was  named  as  defender  of  said  estate;  that,  having  previously  accepted  and  taken  the  oath,  he  shall 
explain  what  is  necessary  of  the  state  and  nature  of  the  cause,  calling-  together  the  present  creditors  by 
handbills,  arid,  as  respects  the  abs^'iit  in  the  city  of  Havana  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  a  despatch  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  captain  general,  to  the  end  that  he  may  order  edicts  to  be  posted  up,  that,  bj'  themselves  or 
their  attorneys,  they  appear  within  the  term  of  six  mouths  to  allege  their  debts;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  every- 
thing shall  remain  suspended  with  the  exception  of  whatever  the  said  defender  may  move  to  be  renounced; 
the  charge  for  which  purpose  he  presented  a  representation,  setting  forth  in  it  that  he  did  not  consider 
himself  to  possess  the  necessary  information  for  this  delicate  affair;  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  give  his 
attention  to  various  business  now  pending-  of  the  rents  of  the  post  office,  which  he  administered,  on  views  of 
which  I  have  admitted  the  said  reuiuneration,  and,  in  consequence,  name  in  his  place  Dun  Fernando  de  la 
Maza  .\rredondo,  to  wlmm,  having  previousl}'  notified  said  ap|)ointment  and  taken  his  oath,  the  above-men- 
tioned judicial  decree  shall  be  handed  over;  all  being  concluded,  and  the  new  defender  having  accepted  of  and 
sworn  to  his  charge,  he  came  forward  representing  and  saying,  in  his  petition  of  the  2d  of  July  of  the  said 
year  1791,  lli;it,  having  examined  attentively  the  ste]is  taken  in  the  said  decree,  and,  in  as  far  as  they  have 
proceeded,  all  appears  to  liave  been  very  regular,  and  thus  he  agreed  to  the  whole;  lint,  as  many  individuals 
who  have  tn  appear  at  said  meeting  may  delay  some  time  in  coming  or  presenting  their  powers,  he  judged 
that,  until  they  appeared,  it  would  be  proper  not  to  cause  thcMii  any  delay  afterwards,  and  to  present  every 
contingency  of  damage  of  the  property  which  remains,  that  it  lie  valued  in  due  form  and  auctioned  as  the 
former,  passing  the  proceeds  to  tlie  deposit  before  provided;  settiug  forth  at  the  same  tjme,  in  addition, 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  place  named  the  Grove  belonged  to  the  deceased,  although  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  deeds  of  title  with  which  he  enjoyed  it,  it  being  certain  that  he  had  an  immemorial  possession,  I  should 
be  favored  by  having  it  ordered  that  the  trees  and  buildings  should  be  valued,  and  that  they  should  go  to 
auction  with  the  rest,  determining  on  what  maj'  be  most  correct  as  to  the  land.  To  all  which  I  have  acceded 
by  my  decree  of  the  said  month  and  _vear,  connnanding  that  all  should  be  done  as  required  and  in  proper 
form,  which  proceeding  has  been  delayed  some  time  by  the  great  business  of  the  notary,  and  sometimes 
by  sickuess,  which  prevailed  at  that  time;  the  said  defender  represented  again,  stating  that,  from  the  well 
known  injury  sustained  by  the  property  of  the  deceased  Fish  from  want  of  a  master  who  would  take  care 
of  it  as  liis  own,  he  prayed  that  I  would  order  that,  without  loss  of  time,  the  valuation  .should  be  made 
and  the  sale  provided  for,  explaining  by  an  addition,  for  the  better  understanding,  that,  inasmuch  as  by 
the  deeds  of  property  of  the  possession  of  the  said  Don  Jose  Fish  he  was  instructed  that,  of  those  without 
the  walls,  Don  .Juan  Eliger  de  la  Puentc  had  not  sold  them  under  any  survey,  only  marking  the  limits 
with  creek,  salt  marshes,  roads,  ami  other  marks  which  are  yet  in  being,  in  virtue  of  which  he  asked  that 
two  measurers  or  surveyors  should  be  hired,  and  it  would  be  sufficient  to  name  only  two  skilful  persons 
who,  inforuied  of  the  places  more  or  less  advantageous,  and  instructed  of  what  lands  produce  in  this 
country,  should  value  said  possession,  accompanied  by  the  individual  or  individuals  who  may  find  it 
convenient  to  choose  that  in  place  of  a  notary,  supposing  there  was  not  one,  said  valuation  should  be 
presented,  it  being  well  understood  that  the  lots  which  were  within  the  city  were  to  be  measured  and 
valued  without  fail  in  the  regular  form,  for  which  he  asked  for  the  judicial  and  final  decrees.  By  my 
decree  of  l(5th  of  January  of  the  present  year,  I  connnanded,  among  other  things,  that,  it  resulting  that  the 
valuation  and  sale  referred  to  had  not  had  effect,  it  should  be  proceeded  to  in  presence  of  the  said  defender 
of  Don  Vicente  Meria  and  Don  Fran.  Revira,  for  want  of  a  notary,  and  Don  Manuel  Solana  and  Don  Roque 
Leonardy,  who  were  named  as  skilful  men;  that  the  boundaries  being  regulated  according  to  what  is 
certain  from  the  deeds  of  sale  of  the  lands,  they  may  proceed  to  its  valuation,  having  first  performed  the 
customary  forms,  and  may^uccessivcly  make  the  sale  of  the  whole  at  public  outcry,  in  favor  of  the  best 
bidder,  for  which  purpose  me  corresponding  commission  shall  be  expedited  within  an  insertion  of  the  lands 
which  ought  to  be  valued  with  the  boundaries  assigned;  that  orders  may  be  complied  with,  which  being 
done,  it  be  added  to  the  judicial  decrees  on  the  business  to  confirm  them;  and,  as  respects  what  relates  to 
the  lots,  it  may  be  done  as  the  said  defender  proposes.  In  consequence  of  which  the  said  commission  was 
delivered  and  the  said  valuation  made  as  was  ordered.  I  comuiauded  him  to  show  it  to  the  office  of  royal 
accountant  general,  to  say  if  there  was  anything  to  be  said  relative  to  the  royal  interests,  and  in  order 
that,  in  the  accustomed  manner,  the  survey  aud  valuation  of  the  lots  should  be  proceeded  to  with  its 
knowledge;  which,  notwithstanding,  resulted  without  this  circumstance,  and,  in  consequence,  to  the  sale 
of  all,  naming,  as  master  carpenter,  John  Purcell,  and  mason,  Joaquin  Sanchez,  who,  in  compliance  with 
orders,  and  by  virtue  of  the  concurrence  of  the  said  royal  accountant  general's  office,  conununicated  in  the 
opinion  of  1 1th  of  February,  they  proceeded  to  tlie  sale  at  auction,  which  was  done  in  form  otlaw,  and  various 
bids,  offers,  and  outbids  having  been  offered,  tlio  hour  appointed  for  its  conclusion  having  taken  place, 
there  remained  auctioned  in  favor  of  Don  Thomas  Travers  the  savannas  of  St.  Sebastian,  which  are  situated 
at  the  distance  from  tliis  city,  to  the  southwest,  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  of  this  name  of  St.  Seljastian,  and  the  said  savannas,  from  a  creek  wliich  leaves  said  river  and 
turns  to  the  west,  which  is  called  Gonzalez  Mendez's  run;  to  the  south,  more  than  a  ([uarter  of  a  league, 
on  the  bank  of  the  salt  marshes,  this  way,  which  runs  towards  the  bar  of  the  Matanzas,  until  it  bounds 
with  otiier  salt  marshes,  which  divide  the  savanna  of  Bnom,  which  is  the  last  of  St.  Sebastian,  with 
another,  which  is  called  De  Jula;  the  breadth  of  said  savannas  is  from  east  to  west  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  league;  the  boundaries  of  which  are  on  the  north  of  the  said  creek  of  Gonzalo  Mendez,  on  the  west  by  a 
piiie  barren  and  a  gravelly  place,  from  which  proceeds  a  branch  which  runs  to  the  south;  on  the  south  the 
said  salt  marsh  of  Jula,  and  on  the  east  said  river  of  St.  Sebastian  and  its  salt  marshes,  and  that  which 
coinuiunicates,  as  is  already  set  fortii,  with  the  bar  of  Matanzas;  which  sale  was  verified  in  favor  of  said 
Don  Thomas  Travers  for  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  there  being  no  person  who  would  give  more,  and  I  have 
approved  it  in  favor  of  the  aforesaid;  and,  by  my  decree  of  22d  of  March,  I  have  ordered  that  it  should  be 
iKjtified  to  those  contained  in  the  proceedings  of  sale,  that  within  three  days  they  should  each  produce 
into  the  accountant  general's  office  the  suui  which  respectively  corresponds'  to  tliem,  that  it  might  be 
deposited  in  the  royal  coffers,  placing  a  note  to  that  effect  on  the  judicial  decrees,  and,  that  being  done,  I 
W(juld  give  a  provisional  judgment;  after  which,  ami  having  continued  in  various  other  proceedingsrelating 
to  the  said  property,  some  of  it  being  already  sold,  that  they  have  not  had  a  bidder  for  the  former,  and 
haying  already  decreed  provisionally  on  vari<.ius  removals  of  some  creditors  to  the  said  property,  Don 
Filipe  de  Aguirre,  one  of  the  purchasers,  preseuted  himself,  praying  me  to  order  what  may  be  convenient, 
in  order  that  a  deed  or  document  of  property  should  be  delivered  him  which  would  accredit  what  had  been 
performed  relative  to  the  land  referred  to,  called  the  five  uiiles,  and  as  he  had  satisfied  the  amount  and 
pr(>sented  the  receipt  for  payment,  which  prove  it  to  the  notary.  In  attention  to  whi(-h,  by  my  decree  of 
2sth  ot  July,  that  it  being  certain  that  the  said  amount  was  satisfied,  the  corresponding  deed  should  be  formed 
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whirh  was  sdlicitoil,  ami  llic  saiiir  in  i.(licr  jirrsoiis  in  a  similar  casr.  In  \  iiiiic  nl'  wliirli,  ami  ihrif  liciir.- 
mi  |iel-siili  to  n'|iresoilt  tlic  ri.u'lits  ol'  llic  saiil  Kisli,  with  tin'  cxrriili.in  of  the  said  (Icl'iaidcr,  ui\cn  oHiriall  " 
with  whose  concurrence  saiil  sale  was  canied  into  ell'eet,  and  that  the  said  'I'liomas  Travels  mav  have  a' 
lei;-itiinate  title  to  the  said  property  or  land  sold  to  him  at  auction,  ami  my  ord.Ts  the  due  ellrel ,  I  di.lare 
liy  these  presents,  in  the  mime  of  his  Majesty,  (whom  (lod  preserve,;  and  of  his  ro\al  jiisliei',  whirli  I 
administer,  that  I  sell  and  .H'ive  in  alisoliite  sale,  l'ore\-er,    to  the  said   l»iin  Thomas  'I'lavers,  Inr  himsi-lf  and 

his  heirs,   the  said  lands  of  the  savannas  of  Seliastian,   fr( fall  trilnile  (,r   nn  irl,i;a.i;e,   at  the  price  nf  the 

said  fifty  dollars,  which  he  <^-ave  in  silver,  jiaid  and  deposited  in  the  royal  treasury  of  this  citv,  for  which 
there  was  g'iven  a  receipt  of  iiayment,  and,  it  hein^-  necessary,  let  it  be  f;-iv(-n  anew,  with  the  renuneial  imi 
of  the  laws  wliicli  may  he  necessary;  and  from  hence,  and  for  the  futiiri',  1  take  from  him,  the  said  U^n 
Jesse  Fish,  the  power,  and  seiiarate  him  from  the  ria-lit  which  he.  his  heirs,  or  other  persons,  mav  have  lo 
the  possession,  property,  seij;-niory,  title,  ptiwer.  a|ipeal.  and  any  other  ri.i;ht  which  apperlaineil  orheh  .nuvd 
to  said  savannas,  since  1  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  it  all  to  the  said  puichaser  and  his  represenlal  i\  es, 
that,  as  their  own,  they  nuiy  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  the  said  saxanrias  at  their  will,  in  virtue  of  this 
deed,  which  I  deliver  in  their  favor,  hy  which  tliey  c-aii  talie  and  ac(|uire  the  possession  w  hen  it  fesi  Miiis 
them;  and,  for  its  better  validity  and  lirmness,  I  interpose  my  authority  and  Jmlii'ial  decave,  as  1  can 
aud  of  rio-Jit  ought,  to  contributi'  thereby  to  the  g'ood  administration  oi' justice;  and  1  deliver  these  presents 
in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  November  2-2,  1792.  There  being  witnesses,  Hon  .Maumd  Uengil, 
Don  Tomas  Agtiilar,  and  Silvestre  Miranda,  inhabitants  present,  and  his  e.Kcellency  signed  it,  and  wl^m'i 
I,  the  undersigned  notary,  know  and  hold  as  such  governor  and  <'oininander-in-cliief  of  this  said  city  and 
its  province,  he,  as  such,  exercising  the  adininistiation  of  the  royal  justice  in  it;  all  of  which  I  attest. 

UUES.\1»A. 

Before  me—    .  JOSE  DE  ZUBIZAUKTTA,   Cnrnunen/  Ku/anj. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  ill  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  a 

I,  William  Reynolds,  keeper  iif  the  public  archives,  do  hei<'by  certify  that  on  August  29,  1803, 
Thomas  Iravers  sold  and  couvc3'ed  to  George  Taylor  a  tract  of  land  situati.'d  on  St.  Sebastian  river, 
containing-  an  undefiticd  number  of  acres,  being  the  same  which  he  bought  at  government  sale  March 
21,  1T92;  all  which  appears  on  record  in  luy  office. 

In  testimony  -whereof,  I  hereunto  set  un'  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  St.  Ani;-ustine  this  Tth 
[L.  s.]     day  of  September,  1824. 

^VILL.  REYNOLDS,  Keeper  of  the  Fublic  Archives. 

[Translation.] 

GEXF.K.\L    I'OWKR. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  George  Taylor,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  received  under  the  protection  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  declare  that  I  give  all  my  full,  ample,  and  sufficient  power  as  may  be  required  in 
law,  and  necessary,  to  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arrcdondo,  of  this  place,  that,  in  my  name,  and  represent- 
ing my  proper  person,  vi.ghts,  and  actions  generally,  he  may  have,  demand,  receive,  and  recover,  judicially 
or  extra-judicially,  tif  all  and  every  person,  of  whatever  state,  quality-,  and  conditions  they  may  be,  all  the 
sums  of  money,  gold,  silver,  jewels,  slaves,  merchandise,  goods,  property,  and  ellects,  of  whatever  kind 
or  quantity  the^-  may  be,  which  may  be  owing  to  me,  and  may  be  due  to  me  henceforward,  in  virtue  of 
public  or  sinqile  instruments;  and  without  them  all  the  debts,  persons,  cause  or  reason  of  proceeding, 
quality,  quantity,  time,  form,  or  other  circumstances  necessary  in  law,  are  not  declared,  because,  under 
the  generality  of  this  clause  I  have  comiu'ised  whatever  particularity  may  arise,  and  that  he  may  demand 
and  take  accounts  of  my  debts,  and  g'i  ve  them  to  the  persons  who  may  owe  me,  and  make  charges  and  allow 
their  acquittances,  with  the  approval  or  contradiction  of  tlie  items,  until  the  conclusion  or  liquidation  of 
the  balances  which  he  may  receive  and  recover  ag-reeably  to  the  same;  and  in  case  of  doubts  or  diflereuces 
arising  which  caunot  be  conveniently  adjusted,  he  may  refer  them  to  judges  in  arbitration,  friendly 
referees,  and  umpires,  that,  arbitrating,  adjusting,  and  compounding,  they  may  decide  and  determine  them, 
obliging  myself  to  stand  and  abide  by  their  decision;  that  he  may  be  able  to  administer,  and  administer  all 
and  everj'  my  goods,  real  and  personal,  movalile  and  immovable,  sell  some  and  buy  others,  rent  and  mort- 
gage them  for  the  prices  and  terms  which  he  may  adjust,  and  agree  to  delivering  the  deeds,  receipts,  and 
letters  of  payment  necessary,  which  I  approve  and  ratify,  as  if  I,  myself,  were  present  at  the  delivery;  and 
that  ho  may  defend  me  in  all  my  lawsuits,  causes,  and  business,  civil  and  criminal,  ordinancy  and  execu- 
tive, moved  aud  to  be  moved,  with  all  perscuis  whatsoever,  demanding  and  defending,  presenting  petitions, 
deeds,  witnesses,  testimonials,  certilicates,  proofs,  bonds,  accounts,  balances,  and  other  instruments,  see 
presented,  sworn  to,  and  consented  to  those  on  the  contrary  side,  make  objections,  and  find  defects,  guar- 
antee depositions  and  persons,  hear  judicial  decrees  and  sentences,  iut("rIocutor3'  and  definitive,  consent  to 
what  is  favorable,  and  appeal  fnim  what  is  adverse,  and  petition  when  he  can  and  ought  lawfully  to  do  so, 
follow  the  course  of  law,  or  desist  from  it,  refuse  judges,  lawyers,  notaries,  and  other  law  officers,  proving 
the  causes  of  his  refusals,  or  witlidrawing  himself  friun  them,  as  may  best  suit;  and  finally,  proceed,  act, 
and  do  whatever  may  be  in  my  favor,  so  that,  for  want  of  my  power,  clause,  recjuisites,  or  precise  circum- 
stance, he  may  fail  to  act,  since  in  every  respect  I  give  him  full  power,  without  limitation,  with  free, 
open,  aud  general  administration,  incidences  and  dependencies,  power  to  prepare  causes  for  judgment,  to 
swear,  omit,  and  substitute,  revoke  substitutes,  and  name  others  with  substitution  in  form;  and  for  the 
fulfilment  of  what  he  shall  perform,  I  bind  myself,  with  my  propert^y,  present  and  future  power,  and  sub- 
mission to  the  tribunals  of  his  Majestj',  that  thev'  may  compel  me  to  its  performance,  as  by'  sentence 
consented  to,  and  passed  in  authiu'ity  of  an  adjudgeil  case,  on  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rig-hts, 
aud  privileges  in  my  favor,  and  the  general  in  form  which  prohibits  it.  In  testimony  of  which,  this  is 
dated  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,   Florida,  February  15,  1804. 

I,  the  notary,  attest  that  I  know  the  grantor  who  signed  this,  being  witnesses  Don  Francisco  Rovera, 
Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  and  Don  Bernardo  Jose  Seiyui,  iidiabitants  present. 

GEORGE  TAYLOR. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Xolari/  of  Gocernment. 
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I  certify  the  foregoing-  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 


F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 


[Translation.] 


CONVEYANCE. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Fernando  dc  la  Maza  Arredondo,  merchant  of  this  city,  general  attorney  of 
Don  George  Taylor,  who  is  absent,  and  which  power  he  has  conferred  on  me  before  the  present  notary,  on 
February  15,  1804,  which  power  has  not  been  revoked,  and  is  sufficient  for  what  shall  be  said,  I  declare 
that  I  really  sell  to  Don  Gabriel  W.  Ferpall,  also  of  this  place,  certain  savannas  belonging  to  my  principal, 
known  by  the  name  of  St.  Sebastian,  and  which  arc  situated  to  the  southwest  of  the  city,  at  the  distance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  league,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  of  Sebastian,  which,  from  a  creek  which  it  forms  and 
turns  to  the  west,  called  Gonzalo  Mendez,  runs  to  the  south  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league  on  the  bank  of 
salt  marshes,  on  this  course,  to  the  bar  of  Matanzas,  which  divide  the  savaima  of  Briaso,  which  is  the  last  of 
St.  Sebastian,  with  another  called  Juta,  having  in  breadth,  east  and  west,  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  league,  whoso  boundaries  are  on  the  north  of  the  said  creek  of  Gonzalo  Mcndez,  on  the  west  the  pine 
barren,  and  a  gravel  bank,  from  which  arises  a  creek  turning  to  the  south,  and  on  this  side  the  said  salt 
marsh  of  Juta,  and  on  the  east  the  said  river  St.  Sebastian  and  its  salt  marshes,  and  of  that  which  com- 
municates, as  said  before,  with  the  bar  of  Matanzas;  which  said  savanna  my  principal  had  and  bought 
fr<iiu  Don  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  by  deed,  which  he  made  in  these  archives  August  29,  1803;  and  I 
make  him  the  said  sale,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services  which  belong 
and  appertain  to  the  said  savannas,  and  free  of  all  encumbrance,  as  I,  the  said  notary,  certify  from  the 
results  of  the  book  of  mortgages  in  my  charge,  which  I  have  searched  for  the  purpose,  at  the  price  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  me  in  cash,  which  sum  1  acknowledge  as  delivered 
to  my  will,  on  which  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  acception  to  money  not  counted,  fraud,  and  ever3'- 
thing  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  deliver  a  receipt  in  form;  in  virtue  of  which,  I  separate  my  said  princi- 
pal trom  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and  other  rights,  real  and  personal,  which  he 
had  or  held  to  the  said  savannas  of  St.  Sebastian;  that  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  them  to  the  pur- 
chaser and  his  representation,  that,  as  his  own,  he  may  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  them  at  his  will;  in  virtue 
of  this  writing  which  I  deliver  in  his  favor  as  a  token  of  real  delivery,  by  which  it  is  seen  that  he  has 
acquired  the  possession  without  occasion  for  further  proof,  from  which  I  release  him,  and  I  oblige  myself 
to  the  eviction  and  guarantee  of  this  sale  in  due  form,  and  as  may  best  suit,  in  favor  of  the  purchaser, 
with  my  property,  present  and  future  power,  and  submission  to  the  tribunal  of  his  ]Majesty,  that  they 
may  force  me  to  compliance,  as  by  sentence  consented  to,  and  passed  in  authority  of  a  thing  adjudged,  on 
which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges  in  my  favor,  and  everything  in  form  v.-hich 
prohibits  it.  And  I,  the  said  Don  Gabriel  W.  Perpall,  lieing  present,  accept  in  my  favor  this  writing,  and 
by  it  receive,  as  purchased,  the  said  savannas  of  St.  Sebastian,  at  the  price  and  agreement  at  which  they 
were  sold  to  me,  and  I  acknowledge  them  as  delivered  to  my  will;  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  deliverj', 
those  of  a  thing  not  seen  nor  received,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  deliver  a  receipt 
in  form.     In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  18,  1809. 

I,  the  notary,  attest  that  I  know  the  parties  who  signed  this,  being  witnessed  by  Don  Juan  de 
Entralgo,  Don  Bernardino  Sanciiez,  and  Don  Bernardo  Jose  Segui,  inhabitants  present. 

FERNANDO  DE  LA  MAZA  ARREDONDO. 
GABRIEL  W.  PERPALL. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Government  Notarij. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOABD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  judicial  or  government  sale  of  the  land  by  Governor  Quesada 
to  Thomas  Travers,  which  sale  we  ascertain  was  made  in  conformity  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  late 
Spanish  government,  and  dated  November  22,  1192.  An  abstract  from  the  office  of  the  public  archives 
was  also  exhibited,  by  which  it  appears  that  Travers  sold  and  conveyed  the  land  to  George  Taylor;  Taylor, 
by  his  attorney,  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  to  the  claimant. 

The  board  having  ascertained,  from  the  exhibits  offered,  that  the  quantity  of  laud  claimed  is  undefined, 
they  order  that  this  case  be  reported  to  Congress  for  their  determination.     April  14. 

REPORT  No.  9. 

Register  of  claims  to  toton  lots  and  out  lots,  founded  on  actual  cidtivation  and  improvement  previous  to  February 
22,  1819,  for  ichich  certificates  of  confirmation  have  been  granted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 


Name  of  present 
claimant. 

Vanu-  of  original 
claimant. 

Date  of  patent 
or  royal    itle. 

Date    of   con- 

Ciuanlity 
of  laiui. 

Uy    whom 
conceded. 

Authority  or  royal  order 
under  which  conces- 
sion was  granted. 

3 
O 

Q 

By  whom  sur- 
veyed. 

Where  situa- 
ted. 

Occnpationor 
cultivation. 

1 

£ 

s 

cession  or  or- 
der of  survey. 

3 

Cm 

c 
c 

£ 

Fiom— 

To— 

1 

Antelni   Gay... 

John  Moore.. . , 

Aug.    5.1819 

Nov.  14,1814 

1 

1 

Coppinger- 

1790 

1814 

G.  J.  F.  Clarke. 

Fernandina.. 

181-J 

1824 

Tlie  aljovo  cnso  lias  hct-ii  rtuly  e.x.iniinoU  hv  llic  linard,  and  ascertaincil  to  be  a  valid  concession,  without  condition,  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  but 
tlie  royal  title  alter  Uiat  date;  the  board  therelbre  cOMtiriii  it  to  the  elainiant. 


St.  AoniTsTlNE,  December 'ii9,  1&21. 


nAvis  PLOvn. 

OEO.  .■ML'liltAV. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 


1825.J 


CT,  A  I  MS    IX    n,  OKI  ItA 


.•'>97 


KKrOKT  Xo.  10. 

Beqidfir  of  claim :i  to  land  not  c.rccedinr)  6i0  arrcs,  foi/iulcd  on  arlnal  inlinhiliiUnii  and  cidtii-diion  prcmaux  to 
Februan/  22,  1819, ybc  irliich  (■i'rlijicale^(>f  coujirmalion  Intiv  bi'i'u  ijninted  In/  Ihf  i(ndi'i:''njncd  citniniissiniwrf. 


Names  of  present 
cluiiiKuiu. 


Names  of  original 
elaiiiiaiits. 


Anto.  Canov.-u;,  jr..    Auto.  Caiiov.i^,  jr- 

2  I  Jaiiie-:  James    James  Jame-^  .... 

3  t  Jas.  Rizaiid  otlicrs.    William  Riz 


6J0 
640 
640 


Oet.,    1?31 

lo  .... 

(lo  ... 


Complii'il  with 

1.1 

d.i 


Ity  wlinm  siir- 
ve\..l. 


Whrre  sitlialeil. 


Oeenpaliftu  or 
eulliv.itiim. 


From- 


AU2.  .•il.U-J4  '  Kile  Van  r.v.iiir.  4  mills  s-ili?i..\ii.Mi-liiie'  181H  I     1M4 

I                                                                               I 
S..MII1  si,l,-.lHliiisl"n.--kJ  1819  I     lH-34 

I     I'M-olala.Sl.  J.ihi|-s.    ,  IMl  lBa4 


No.  Q.  Reported  10  Congress  with  the  evidence. 
Nil.  .t.  Reported  to  Congress  with  the  evidence. 

It  is  in  proof  that  the  claiLiiarits  in  this  report  ocenpied  atni  enllivaied  the  lands  claimed  previons  to  Fehrnary  27,  1HI9,  and  that  they  continued  to 
occupy  and  cultivate  them  up  to  the  time  of  the  cession:  and  they  are  therefore  eonIirnn?d  to  the  claimants. 

IIAVIS  Fl.OVI). 

(;i;ci  .Mi'UHAV. 

W.   II.  ALl,i;\. 
St.  .\fGUSTl.NE,  December  '29j  1(?Q4. 


3Iinutcs  of  the  jjroceedings  of  the  com7ni>>.''inner.<  nppninted  to  ascertain   chjims  and  tillcs  to  himl  in  East 

Florida  for  the  year  1824. 

Di^jTKicT  OF  East  Florida,  Board  of  Laxd  Commis.^dixers, 

St.  Augustine,  Monday,  March  29,  1824. 

Piir.^nant  to  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of 
private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  passed  February  19,  1S24,  and  agreettble  tn  piililic  notice, 
published  in  the  East  Florida  Herald  cif  ilarch  27,  1824,  the  board  met  this  day.  Present:  tiie  Hems.  Davis 
FJoyd  and  W.  W.  Blair,  and  proceeded  to  open  their  session  ftir  the  perfornuiuce  of  tlie  duties  assigned  to 
their  office;  whereupon  the  following-  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  board: 

Resolved,  That,  in  consequence  of  the  government  having  failed  to  supply  us  with  the  moans  of  paying 
for  the  services  of  assistant  clerks  or  secretaries,  the  employment  of  Mr.  J.  II.  Lawrence  as  minuting 
secretary  is  no  longer  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  services  of  Mr.  John  Lowe  as  messenger  be  discontinued,  and  that  office  abolished; 
and  that  the  said  Lowe  be  directed  to  furnish  his  account  for  services  since  his  appointment. 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  be  no  longer  the  duty  of  the  secrotary.of  this  board  to  fill  up  blank  memorials  fir 
claimants. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  secretary  shall  not  be  permitted  to  copy  or  translate  any  paper  for  any 
person,  unless  authorized  by  an  order  of  the  board,  and  this  order  shall  be  taken  to  extend  to  the  members 
of  tliis  commission  individually. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  was  present  this  day  at 
the  sitting  of  the  board  under  their  order. 

Resoh-ed,  That  the  secretary  of  tin's  board  be  instructed  to  report  at  our  next  meeting  the  amount  of 
money  received  for  recording  memorials  and  evidence  of  titles  since  the  (_>ffice  wtis  present. 

William  Ovington,  executor  of  James  Alexander,  deceased,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  contirmation  of  title  to  seven  acres  of  land  in  the  precincts  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  with 
copy  of  a  certificate  of  survey  made  by  Andres  Biirgevin,  ami  dated  November  2,  1819;  also,  a  copy  of 
conveyance  from  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  to  James  Alexander,  dated  November  26,  1819,  whicli  was 
rejected. 

Constance  McFee,  by  her  attorney,  G.  W.  Perpall,  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying- 
confirmation  of  title  to  four  hundred  and  f  irty-six  acres  of  land  on  St.  John's  river,  on  Julington  and  Cun- 
ningham creeks,  with  a  certified  cop.y  of  rnytil  tith'  made  in  favor  of  Andres  Clark  by  Governor  Quesada 
December  10,  1191;  also,  a  decree  of  tlie  geivernment  relative  to  property  of  the  said  Andres  Clark,  dated 
December  12,  1804;  also,  a  copy  of  a  plat  of  survey;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Tlie  following  British  claims  were  this  day  presented  to  tlie  board,  viz: 

The  Earl  of  Grosvenor,  for  twelve  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  St.  Jnhn's 
river. 

Sir.  AV.  II.  Cooper,  for  twenty  thuusand  acres  of  land  em  east  side  of  Lulian  river. 

The  Earl  of  Bisborough,  for  "twenty  tlKjusand  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

The  hemorable  John  Beresford,  twenty  thousand  acres  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

The  honorable  William  Beresfonl,  twenty  thousand  acres  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

Lord  Templeton,  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  on  a  branch  of  North  Hillsborough  river. 

Lord  John  RoUe,  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  St.  Jolm's  river. 

Marquis  of  Hastings,  twenty  thousand  acres  on  the  western  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

]\Iarquis  of  AYaterford,  twenty  thousand  acres  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

The  Earl  of  Cassalis,  twenty  "thousand  acres  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  George. 

Heirs  of  P.  Tonyu,  esq.,  for  twenty  thousand  acres,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres;  the  first 
on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  and  the  last-on  Woodcutter's  creek. 

Heirs  of  Jane  Tonyn,  for  one  thousand  acres  on  the  Twelve-mile  swamp. 

Jane  Hughes,  for  two  thousand  acres  on  Nassau. 

James  Patterson,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  head  of  Pvainsford  Saw-mill  creek. 
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Heirs  of  David  Yeats,  one  hundred  acres  head  of  Sebastian  creek,  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  five 
miles  north  of  St.  Augustine,  one  tiiousand  acres  at  tlie  head  of  Tolatnato  river,  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  at  Diego  fort,  five  liundred  acres  at  tiic  forks  of  Rain's  Oowpen  creek,  two  hundred  acres  at  Rain's 
Covvpen  creek,  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  at  the  Twelve-mile  swamp,  six  hundred  and  twentj'-five 
acres  on  a  branch  of  Nassau  river,  one  town  lot  No.  2  on  Granville's  quarter,  one  town  lot  No.  3  on 
Uranville's  quarter. 

Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  that  these  claims  be  rejected,  the  applicants  having  failed  to  show  that  they 
are  bona  Jide  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  never  been  compensated  for  those  claims 
by  the  British  government,  from  whom  they  derive  title. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

Thcrsd.vy,  April  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  afternoon  at  3  o'clock.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  AVilliam  "W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  tliis 
day  under  their  order. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  board  on  the  29th  ultimo,  the  secretary  thereof  presented  an 
abstract  of  moneys  received  for  recording  claims,  amounting  to  ticelve  dollars  and  sixly-fow-  cents;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Bartoleme  Mestre  presented  to  this  board  his  memorial  for  six  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  Matanza  river,  at  a  place  called  Holmes'  old  plantation,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession 
to  Joseph  Yus  and  Antonio  Mestre  by  Governor  Quesada,  dated  August  8,  1794,  and  marked  B;  also,  a 
plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke  in  favor  of  the  memorialist,  dated  January  12, 
1820,  and  marked  A;  all  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Samuel  Wilson  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  Ij'ing  at 
Trout  creek,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  St.  John,  with  a  deposition  of  William  Lane,  dated  January 
1,  1824,  and  marked  W;  which  were  ordered  to  be  tiled. 

William  Lane  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  St. 
Marj''s  river,  at  a  place  called  Cabbage  swamp,  on  Goodwin  plantation,  with  a  deposition  of  Samuel 
^Vilson,  dated  January  1,  1824,  and  marked  L;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Lane  presented  his  memorial  to  this  bfiard  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  Little 
St.  Mary's  river,  at  a  place  formerly  occupied  b}'  Mrs.  Nily,  with  reference  to  the  public  archives;  which 
is  ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Lane  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  three  hundred  acres,  situated  about  three 
miles  north  of  the  Cowford,  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  culled  Hagins,  with  reference  to  the  public  archives; 
which  is  ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Lane  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  Six- 
mile  creek,  at  a  place  called  Hickory  Grove,  with  reference  to  the  public  archives;  which  is  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

Andrew  R.  Govan  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  S,t. 
John's  river,  near  a  place  called  Buena  Vista,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Orange  Grove,  with  a  certified 
copj'  of  royal  title  made  in  favor  of  Thomas  de  Aguilar  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  June  4,  1811,  and 
marked  S;  also,  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  to  said  Aguilar  by  George  J.  P.  Clarke,  dated  April  15, 
1818,  and  marked  A;  also,  a  conveyance  from  Francis  P.  Sanchez  to  memorialist,  dated  August  13,  1821. 

James  Falany  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  two  hundred  and  eighty -live  acres  of  land, 
situated  on  Matanza  river,  southward  of  St.  Augustine,  with  a  certified  copy'of  concession  for  one  hundred 
acres  to  Pedro  Chavet  by  Governor  White,  dated  September  3,  1805,  and  conveyance  from  the  same  to 
memorialist,  marked  J;  also,  concession  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  made  in  favor  of  memorialist 
by  Governor  Estrada,  November  17,  1815,  and  marked  B;  also,  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survej'  made  by 
Anilrew  Burgevin,  dated  October  6,  1821,  and  marked  F;  with  a  memorial  and  order  of  survey,  dated 
April  10,  1821,  and  marked  K;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Reuben  Lasseter  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  situated 
on  Great  Dunn's  creek,  St.  Mary's  river,  with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke, 
and  dated  October  13,  1818,  and  marked  B;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Reuben  Lasseter  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  fifty  acres  of  land  on  Great  Dunn's  creek, 
St.  Mary's  river,  with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  October  14, 
1818,  and  marked  A;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Magdalena  Medicis,  widow  of  Lorenzo  Solana,  deceased,  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board  for 
one  thousand  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Six-mile  creek,  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  known 
by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Juster's  Plantation,  witli  a  certified  copy  of  royal  title  made  in  favor  of  Solana  by 
Governor  Coppinger,  dated  May  27,  1819,  and  marked  C;  also,  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by 
Andres  Burgevin,  dated  July  1,  \>ii\,  and  marked  A;  also,  a  memorial,  dated  June  8,  1821,  and  order  of 
survej',  dated  June  14,  1821,  marked  B;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

J.  Freeman  Rattenbury  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  two  thousand  six  hundred  acres  of 
land,  situated  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  one-sixth  part  thereof  situated  on  the  southern  extremity 
of  Jupiter  island;  one-sixth  jiart  on  the  point  situated  to  the  north  thereof  on  Indian  river,  and  the  four 
remaining  parts  in  tlie  wood  or  swam])  in  the  southeast  part  of  Lake  George,  without  exiiibits;  which 
was,  after  due  consideration,  rejected  by  the  board. 

J.  Freeman  Rattenbury  et  al.  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board  for  fiftj'  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  East  Florida,  without  exhil)its,  which  was  rejected  bj-  the  board. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  afternoon  at  3  o'clock. 

FmD.«'  AFTERNOON,  April  2,  1824. 

The  board  met  tliis  day  pursuant  to  adjuurnment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  Wm.  W.  Blair. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended   the  board   this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adj<iurned  until  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Saturday  aftkumiox,  Jjiri/  3,  ls24. 

The  licuuil  iiirt  this  day  pursuant  lo  niljiiiiriiiiii'iil.      rirscut:  tlic  llcihs.  Davis  I'loyd  ami  Wrn.  W .  I'.hiir. 
Eil>jar  Macon,  i-'sq.,  Initcd  States  atlniiii'y  Inr    the  district  ol'  Kasl  Fhnida,  attended   the  Imaiil  umlei' 
their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  tiie  Imard  ailjourned  until  Satunlay,  the  HMIi  instant,  at  '■',  (i'elii<di  p.  ni. 

Me.NDAY,  Ajiril  12,  1S24. 

Agreeably  to  pul)lic  notice,  published  in  the  East  Florida  Herald  of  the  IDth  instant,  the  Imanl  met 
this  day.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  Wni.  W.  ]51air. 

Edgar  .Macon,  esij..  United  Stales  attorney  Inr  the  ilistrict  of  East  Florida,  atlendi-d  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Philip  Dewees  and  ilary  Dewees,  his  wifi',  jiresented  their  memorial  to  tliis  Imanl,  praying  coniirnia- 
tion  of  title  to  one  hundred  acnvs  of  land,  situated  on  Guana  river,  with  a  royal  title  made  in  favor  of  the 
children  and  heirs  of  Francis  X.  Sanchez,  deceased,  by  Governor  White,  dated  February  H,  Is  12,  and 
marked  A;  which  arc  ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  board  then  adjourned  uijtil  to-niorrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

TrE.«nAY,  Ajiril  13,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  dav  ]nirsuaid  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  William 
W.  Blair. 

Edgar   Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their  (U'ller. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  Robert  Miller  ct  a.r.,  for  sixty  acres;  Tucker's  aduiinistratix,  for  two  hundred 
and  thirty  acres;  John  Underwood,  for  six  hundred  acres,  were  called;  whereupon  they  res[)ectiv(dy  came, 
by  their  attorney,  and  said  they  were  not  prepared  for  trial.  It  is  therefore  considered  bj-  the  board,  and 
they  ordered  that  the  said  cases  stand  for  trial  next  after  the  case  ui)i>u  the  docket,  No.  77. 

The  board  then  adjourneil  until  tn-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Wednesday,  April  14,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  AVin.  W. 
Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  fm-  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attendi'd  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  Richards'  heirs  us.  The  United  States,  for  two  liundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land.  This  case  being 
called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therelV>re  considered  and  ordered  by  the  board  that  it  stand 
oil  the  docket  for  Friday,  28th  instant. 

Francis  J.  Avice  cs.  The  United  States,  for  six  thousand  acres.  This  case  being  called,  and  after 
examining  Francis  J.  Fatio  therein,  it  was  submitted,  and,  after  due  consideration,  was  advised  for  con- 
firmatiiin. 

Bernard  Segui  c.5.  The  United  States,  f(.ir  three  hundred  acres.  This  case  was  submitted,  and,  after 
due  consideration,  was  confirmed. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morniw  at  2  o'cloi/k  p.  m. 

Thursday,  April  15,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  Wni.  W. 
Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Isaac  Hendricks  vs.  The  United  States,  for  two  liundred  and  sixteen  acres,  was  called  into  considera- 
tion, and  rejected,  with  leave  to  move  the  board  for  a  reconsideration  thereof  at  a  future  period. 

John  Houston  vs.  The  United  States,  for  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres.  Upon  the  calling  of  this 
claim,  it  appearing-  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  board  that  the  same  is  not  prepared  for  adjudication,  it  is 
ordered  to  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

Bernard  Segui  I'.s.  The  United  States,  for  sixteen  thousand  acres.  This  case  lieing  called,  and  the 
board  not  being-  sufficiently  advised  therein,  it  is  (U'dered  that  it  lay  over  for  further  investig'atiijn 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Fruiay,  Ajiril  IG,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjouriunent.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  \\'.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  ilacon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  l.ioard  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  three  folh^wing  cases,  viz: 

John  Houston  for  160,  155,  and  120  acres,  being  called,  and  not  being  prepareil  for  trial,  it  is  tlierefore 
considered,  and  ordered  by  the  board  that  they  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

Permission  having  been  obtained,  Joseph  M.  xVrredondo  presented  his  claim  to  the  board  for  twenty 
thousand  acres  of  land  for  adjudication,  which  was  submitted,  and,  after  due  consideration,  it  was  advised 
for  contirmation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

S.vTUUDAY,  April  17,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  jiursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 
Edgar   Macon,  esi(.,  United   States    attorney  lor    tlie  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 
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The  three  following'  claims,  viz: 

Daniel  C.  Hart,  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  Robert  Miller,  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres;  and 
Sarah  Fish,  ten  thousand  acres,  being-  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therefore  considered, 
and  ordered  by  the  board  that  they  Ix'  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  19th  instant,  at  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 

Monday,  Ajvil  19,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  tlieir  order. 

Sarah  Fisii  vs.  The  United  States,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  This  case  having  been  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  board,  and  after  examining  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  therein,  it  was  rejected. 

John  F.  Brown  ^^s.  The  United  States,  for  ninety-five  acres  of  land.  This  case  was  submitted,  and 
after  due  consideration,  having  examined  F.  J.  Fatio  therein,  it  was  confirmed. 

John  F.  Brown  uk.  The  United  States,  for  fifty-one  acres.  This  case  was  submitted,  and  the  board 
having  examined  Francis  J.  Fatio  therein,  after  due  consideration,  confirmed  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Tuesday,  Ajml  20,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:    the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  tiieir  order. 

Mariano  A.  Berta  tvs.  The  United  States,  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of  land.  This  case  was 
submitted  and  confirmed. 

George  Atkinson  vs.  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  This  case  was 
submitted,  and,  after  examining  Francis  J.  Fatio  therein,  was  confirmed. 

Elihu  'Woodruff  r,s\  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  This  case  being 
called,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  rejected  by  the  board. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Wednesday,  A^ml  21,  1824 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  ilacon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day. 

Jost'  Bernardo  Eeyes  vs.  The  United  States,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called, 
it  came  by  its  attorney,  who  said  it  is  not  prepared  for  trial.  It  is  therefore  considered  by  the  board,  and 
they  order  that  the  said  case  stand  for  trial  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

The  two  following  claims,  viz:  Samuel  Worthington  for  one  hundred  acres,  and  Samuel  A\'orthington 
for  one  Innulred  acres,  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therefore  considered  and  ordered 
by  the  bnard  that  they  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Thursday,  April  22,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorjiey  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Isaac  Hendricks  ns.  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  This  case  being 
called,  was  submitted,  and,  after  examining  Francis  J.  Fatio  therein,  was  confirmed. 

Robert  Hutchinson  ns.  The  United  States,  for  one  liundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  This  case  being 
called,  and  nut  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therefore  considered  and  ordered  by  the  board  that  it  be 
placed  at  the  fViot  of  the  docket. 

Nathaniel  Wilds  va.  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  a  third  acres.  This 
case  being  called,  was  submitted,  and,  after  due  consideration,  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Friday,  Ajml  23,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  d4strict  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Nathaniel  Wilds  w.  The  United  States,  for  300  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  not  being 
prepared  fir  trial,  it  is  therefore  considered  and  ordered  by  the  board  that  it  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the 
docket. 

William  Hart  vs.  The  United  States,  for  200  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  was  submitted, 
and,  after  examining  Francis  J.  Patio  therein,  was  confirmed. 

Mary  Smith  i-.s\  The  United  States,  for  3.50  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  was  submitted,  and, 
after  examining  John  Cavailo  therein,  was  C(jnfirmed. 

Pursuant  to  a  memorial  by  Moses  E.  Levy,  praying  for  a  copy  of  his  memorial  and  evidence  of  title 
in  his  claim  for  36,000  acres  of  land  in  Alachua,  it  is  ordered  tiiat  the  same  be  made  out,  and  that  the 
secretary  ci'rtify  a  true  and  complete  transcript  thereof 

The  Ijoard  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Saturday,  April  24,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:   flic  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 
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Mary  Siuitli  r.s.  The  United'States,  for  450  acres  ol'  land.  Tliiw  ease  l)eiiij;'  called,  was  sulniiitted, 
and,  after  exarniniiig-'Bernard  Seg-ui  therein,  was  confirmed. 

Arciiibald  Clark  et  a/.,  for  250,  and  Levin  Gnnby,  for  400  acres.  These  cases  lieing-  cidli'ii,  and  not. 
bcin"'  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therefore  considered  and  ordereil  liy  tlie  lioani  that  they  he  iilaccd  at  Ihi' 
foot  of  the  docket. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  >ronday,  the  2C)lh  instant,  at  2  o'clock  p.  ni. 

MoNi.AY,  Ajiril  20,   1S24. 

The  board  nu.'t  this  day  luirsuaut  to  adjournnient.     rrcsent:  tiie  lions   Davis  l'"loyd  and  \V.  W.  Blair. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  atteniled  tli<'  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

GeorgX'  W.  Martin  for  300  acres,  and  Z.  Ilogana  for  200  acres.  These  cases  being  called,  were  sub- 
mitted, and,  after  duo  consideration,  were  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Shadrick  Stanley  r.s-.  The  United  States,  for  200  acres.  This  case  being-  called,  it  came  by  its  attor- 
ney, who  said  it  is  not  prepared  for  trial;  it  is  therefore  considered  by  the  board,  and  they  order  that 
the  said  case  stand  for  trial  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

No  further  business  appearing-,  the  board  adj(jurnod  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

TuF.sD.vY,  April  27,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  AV.  W.  Blair,  the  board  was  adj(nn'ncd  until  to-morrow 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

WEDNESP.A.Y,  Ajml  28,  1824. 

Owing  to  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  lion.  "W.  AV.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

TnuRSD.iY,  April  29,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  IIou.  W.  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Friday,  April  30,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edg-ar  jNIacon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  Frederick  McAIurren,  for  450  acres  of  land;  A.  Bellamy,  sr.,  for  350  acres; 
Lewis  Mattair,  for  300  acres;  Moses  E.  Levy,  for  275  acres;  and  Lewis  Mattair,  for  150  acres,  being  called, 
were  submitted  and  confirmed  bj-  the  board. 

Robert  Hutchinson  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  350  acres  of  land.  This  case  lieing  called,  was  sub- 
mitted, and,  after  due  consideration,  it  is  ordered  to  lay  over  for  further  advisement. 

Charles  Love,  for  300  acres;  John  Houston,  for358^  acres;  Piobert  Miller  rf  ux.,  for  GO  acres;  Tucker's 
administratrix,  for  230  acres;  John  Underwood,  for  OOt)  acres;  and  John  B.  Richards'  heirs,  for  230  acres.' 
These  cases  being  called,  they  respectively  came  by  their  attorney,  and  said  they  are  not  yirepared  for 
trial;  it  is  therefore  considered  by  the  board,  and  they  order  that  the  said  cases  stand  for  trial  at  the  foot 
of  the  docket. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Saturd.vy  Maij  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

A.  Bellamy,  esq.,  attorney  at  the  bar,  attended  the  board  this  day  for  Edgar  Macon,  cs(i.,  district 
attorney  for  the  United  States. 

Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  for  35  acres  of  land,  and  same,  for  1,000  acres.  These  cases  being- 
called,  were  submitted  and  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Juan  Gianopoly  ys.  The  United  Sta'tcs,  for  15  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  was  submitted, 
and  after  having  examined  G.  Darling  and  Philip  Solans,  after  due  consideration  it  is  ordered  to  lay  over 
for  further  consideration. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Monday  afterxoon,  3Taij  31,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  dav.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Archibald  Clark  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  80,000  acres  of 
land,  situated  at  or  near  Cape  Florida,  with  a  certified  copjy  of  a  grant  made  to  John  X.  Arrambide  by  the 
provincial  deputation  at  Havana,  December  4,  1813;  also  a  special  power  of  attorney  from  said  Arrambide 
to  James  Rixbey,  executed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  July  15,  1817;  also  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  the 
said  James  Rixbey,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  the  above-mentioned  Arrambide  to  Archibald  Clark,  dated 
December  1,  1817,  with  a  plat  of  said  land;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Andrew  Atkinson,  by  his  attorney,  Archibald  Clark,  ])resented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  450  acres,  more  or  less,  situated  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  the  King's 
Plantation  or  Ship  Yard,  with  a  copy  of  royal  title  made  to  said  Atkinson  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated 
April  5,  1810;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 
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William  and  John  Lofton  vs.  The  United  States,  for  50  acres.  This  case  being  called,  was  submitted 
and  conlirmed  by  tlic  board. 

John  Jones'ra.  Tlie  United  States,  for  100  acres.  This  case  being  called,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  board,  and  the  evidence  not  being  sufficient  for  the  confirmation  thereof,  it  was  rejected. 

Sarah  Petty  vs.  The  United  States,  for  205  acres.  This  case  being  called,  it  was,  after  due  considera- 
tion, ordered  to  lay  over  for  further  advisement. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  Sarah  Petty,  for  200  acres;  same,  for  150;  Pedro  Trope,  150;  William  and 
John  Lofton,  for  350;  and  Joseph  Siuimierall,  for  300,  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  is 
therefore  considered  and  ordered  by  the  board  that  they  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Tuesday,  Jime  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  iVjr  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Permission  having  been  obtained,  Pedro  Miranda  presented  his  claim  to  this  board  for  2,000  acres  of 
land,  situated  at  Bernard,  St.  John's  river,  for  adjudication;  which  was  submitted  and  conflrmed  by  the 
board. 

Pedro  Miranda  obtained  leave,  and  presented  his  claim  to  the  board  for  2,000  acres  of  land,  situated 
at  Big  Spring;  which  was  submitted  and  ordered  to  lie  over. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  ni. 

Wednesday  June  2,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2 
o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Thursday,  June  3,  1824. 

Owing  to  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  2  o'clock. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their  order. 

FRmAY,  June  4,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  widow  and  heirs  of  Antonio  Andrew,  deceased,  presented  their  memorial  to  the  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  120  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  North  river,  about  nine  miles  north  of  St. 
Augustine,  with  a  certified  copy  of  royal  title  made  in  favor  of  Lorenzo  Capello  by  Governor  White,  and 
dated  April  10,  1804;  also  a  certified  copy  of  conveyance  from  said  Capello  to  Antonio  Andrew,  dated 
Februarj'  IG,  1805,  and  marked  A;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Joseph  Summerall  us.  The  United  States,  for  400  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  was  submitted, 
and,  after  due  consideration,  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Saturday,  June  5,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Juan  Segui  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  one  hundred  and 
seven  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  North  river,  about  nine  miles  north  of  St.  Augustine,  with  a  certified 
copy  of  conveyance  from  Lazaro  Ortega  to  memorialist,  dated  April  29,  1809,  marked  and  referred  to  as 
exhibit  S;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Antonio  Proctor  us.  The  United  United  States,  for  185  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called  up,  was 
submitted  and  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Joseph  Delespine  vs.  The  United  States,  for  43,000  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  the  board 
examined  George  J,  F.  Clarke,  Antonio  Alvarez,  and  Pablo  F.  Fontand  therein;  and,  not  being  sufficiently 
advised  therein,  it  is  ordered  to  lay  over  for  further  investigation. 

Pamon  Sanchez  vs.  Tiie  United  States,  for  200  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  being  pre- 
pared for  trial,  was  submitted  and  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Permission  having  been  obtained,  F.  M.  Arredondo,  by  his  attorney,  presented  his  claim  to  the  board 
for  15,000  acres  of  land  for  adjudication,  which  was  submitted;  and,  after  due  consideration,  it  is  ordered 
that  the  same  be  advised  for  confirmation. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  board  adjourned  until  Monday  nest  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Monday,  June  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States,  for  100  acres  of  land.  This  case  was  called,  and  being 
prepared  for  trial,  was  submitted  and  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock. 
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TuEsn.w,  June  8,  1824. 

The  board  mot  this  claj' piirsnaiit  to  adjonrniiu'iit.      Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edj;'ar  Jlaroii,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  lor  tli<'  district  of  Fast  Florida,  attiMidecl  the  hoard  niidi'r 
their  oi-der. 

The  two  hillowini;-  claims,  x'r/,:  Francis  F.  Sanchez,  fcU'  000  acres  and  2,000  acres  (jf  land,  licinn' 
called,  and  not  beinp,-  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  thcretbre  considered  and  (irdcrcd  by  tla;  board  that  they  he 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket.  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  fcr  220  acres;  same,  lur  o.SO  acres  of  land.  These 
cases  being'  called,  and  not  beini;'  fully  advised  thereon,  it  is  onlered  that  they  bi'  [)ostpiined  until  the 
10th  instant. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  the  10th  instant,  at  2  o'clock. 

Tiuitsp.vY,  June  10,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Piesent:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  "\V.  Blair. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  es(p,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  aftemli'il  the  bnard  tliis 
day  under  their  order. 

Francis  P.  Sanches;  I's.  The  Lfnited  States,  for  220  acres  of  land.  This  case  came  by  its  atturney,  .bihn 
Drysdale,  who  obtained  permission,  and  introduced  as  additional  testimony,  Gabriel  \V .  I'erpall;  the 
board  being-  fully  advised  of  and  concerning-  the  same,  it  was  confirmed. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  rs.  The  United  States,  for  380  acres,  and  same,  for  800  acres.  Tliese  cases  being 
called,  came  by  their  attorney,  John  Drysdale,  an<l  being-  prepared  fi.ir  trial,  were  suliniittcd;  anil  the 
board  being  fully  advised  tliereof,  they  were  confirmed 

The  ibllowing-  cases,  viz:  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  for  345  acres;  same,  for  2,700  acres;  and  Philip  U 
Yong-e,  for  2,000  acres  of  land,  being-  called,  and  not  being-  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therefore  ordered  by 
the  board  that  they  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  rn. 

Fuin.iY,  June  1 1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  i)ursuant  to  ailjournnient.      Present:   the  lions.  Davis  Fh_iyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 

Edg-ar  ilacon,  esc^.,  L'nited  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  tlie  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  Georg-o  Atkinsoii,  for  1,060  acres,  and  same,  for  550  acres  i.if  land,  being 
called,  were  submitted,  and  the  board  being  fully  advised  of  and  concerning'  the  same,  the  first  was 
advised  for  confirmation  and  the  next  confirmed. 

George  Atkinson,  for  220  acres,  same,  for  GOO  acres,  and  same,  for  390  acres  of  land.  These  cases 
being-  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therefore  considered  and  ordered  by  the  board  that 
the  said  cases  stand  for  trial  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

S.A-TCRD.^Y,  June  12,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  AV.  Blair. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  tlio  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Robert  Miller  et  ilv.  vs.  The  United  States,  for  GO  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  was  taken, 
into  consideration  by  the  board,  and  the  evidence  not  being  sufficient  for  the  confirmation  thereof,  it  was 
rejected. 

Tucker's  administratrix  c.?.  The  United  States,  for  230  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and 
being-  prepared  for  adjudication,  was  submitted  and  confirmed  by  tlie  board. 

Francis  Fcrreira,  by  his  attorney,  George  Murray,  obtained  permission,  and  presenteil  his  claim  to 
the  board  for  an  island  called  A't'i/  Taea.s  for  adjudication;  which  was  suVmiitted,  and,  after  exaniining- 
Jose  Bernardo  Reyes  therein,  was  ordered  to  lay  over  for  further  consideration. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

MoxD.iY,  Juve  14,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  thoj'  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  in. 

Ti-Esn.vY,  June  15,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  AV.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attornej-  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Mr.  Murray,  attorney  for  F.  M.  Arredondo,  was  permitted  by  the  board  to  withdraw  tin'  following 
claims,  namelj-:  700  acres,  200  acres,  and  500  acres  of  land,  for  the  purjiose  of  amending  the  memorials 
thereof,  by  substituting  the  name  of  F.  J.  Fatio  ct.  al.  in  place  of  F.  M.  Arredomlo, 

The  counsel  for  the  heirs  of  Charles  W.  Bulow,  deceased,  were  allowed  to  withdraw  their  memorials 
for  4,675  acres  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  amending-  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  ]i.  m. 

WEDNEsn.vY,  June  16,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  "William  W.  Blair,  the  lioard  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  2  o'clock  p.  rn. 

Edg-ar  !Macon,  esq.,  L'nited  States  attorney  for  the  district  i.if  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 
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Thursday,  June  17,  1824. 
The  boanl  met  tliis  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  W. 

Edyiir  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,^attended  the  board  this 

day  under  their  order.  r-  n,  -i-     -i-.     • 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  for  himself  and  the  widow,  and  other  heirs  of  Philip  Fatio,  deceased,  obtained 
leave,  and  presented  their  memorial  to  the  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  seven  hundred  acres  of 
land, 'and  two  small  marsh  islands  in  front,  which  was  submitted;  and  the  board  not  being  fully  advised 
thereof,  the  said  claim  was  laid  over,  with  leave  to  produce  further  evidence  concerning  the  same. 

Robert  Hutchinson  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  M.  Bellamy, 
attorney  for  claimant,  obtained  and  presented  the  same  with  further  evidence,  and  the^board  being  fully 
advised  of  and  concerning  the  same,  it  was  confirmed. 

Mr.  Drvsdale,  attorney  for  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  obtained  leave  from  the  board,  and  filed  this  day 
sundry  documents'  on  the  claims  following,  viz:  800  acres,  2,100  acres,  and  345  acres. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock. 

Frid.iy,  June  18,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floj'd  and  "Wni.  W.  Blair. 

Ed"-ar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Isaac  Hendricks  vs.  Tiie  United  States,  for  216  acres  of  land.  LTpon  application  of  Mr.  Bellamy, 
attorney  for  claimant,  tlie  order  of  rejection  in  this  case  was  set  aside,  and,  upon  further  evidence  being 
submitted  to  the  board,  it  was  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  the  district  attorney,  George  J.  P.  Clarke  was  examined  in  the  case  of  Francis  Ferreira 
vs.  The  United  States,  for  Keij  Vacas,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Murray,  attorney  for  claimant,  Pedro  Miranda 
was  also  examined  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Murray,  George  J.  F.  Clarke  was  examined  in  the  case  of  Francis  J.  Fatio  et  al.  vs. 
The  United  States,  for  TOO  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

S.iTi-EDAY,  June  10,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  Wm.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East^Florida,  attended  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  John  Houston,  for  210  acres;  same,  for  160  acres;  same,  for  155  acres; 
and  same,  for  120  acres  of  land,  being  called,  were  submitted;  and  the  board  not  being  fully  advised 
thereof,  the  said  claims  wore  laid  over,  with  leave  to  produce  further  evidence  concerning  the  same. 

The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  Francis  Ferreira  vs.  The  United  States,  for  Key 
Vacas,  and  examined  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  and  Ede  Van  Evour  therein,  and  the  same  was  advised  for  con- 
firmation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Monday,  June  21,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  Wm.  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  Houston,  for  210  acres;  same,  for  160  acres;  same,  for  155  acres;  same,  for  120  acres;  Samuel 
Worthington,  for  100  acres;  and  Robert  Hutchinson,  for  150  acres  of  land.  These  cases  being  called, 
and,  after  examining  George  J.  F.  Clarke  therein,  were,  after  due  consideration,  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Samuel  Worthington  vs.  The  United  States,  for  100  acres.  This  case  being  called,  and  the  evidence 
not  being  sufScicnt  for  the  confirmation  thereof,  it  was  rejected  by  the  board. 

Shadrick  Stanley  vs.  The  United  States,  for  300  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  George  J.  F. 
Clarke  was  examined  therein,  and  the  board  not  being  suflSciently  advised  therein,  it  was  ordered  to  lay 
over  for  further  advisement. 

On  motion,  Nicholas  Rodriguez  was  permitted  by  the  board  to  withdraw  his  claim  for  100  acres  on 
Anastatia  island,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  memorial  thereof. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Tuesday,  June  22,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  cs(j..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Wednesday,  June  23,  1824. 

Owing  to  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  honorable  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attornej'  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Thursday,  June  24,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock. 
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Edn:ai-  Macon,  osq.,  United  States  attorney-  for  tlic  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  llie  liii;u-d  this 
day  uniler  tlieir  order. 

FuiriAV,  Jini''  25,  1824. 

Owini;-  to  the  continuod  indisiiosilinu  nf  the  linn.  William  W.  lilair.  ihe  linard  ailjnnrned  niilil 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  ni. 

Edfi'ar  Macon,  esij.,  United  Statt's  attorney  for  the  <listrict  of  East  Florida,  altemled  the  Imaid  this 
day  under  their  order. 

S.vrntn.vY,  .rmir  2C),  1S24. 

Owing-  to  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Blair,  the  hoard  adjonined  until  .Monday 
next  at  2  o'clock  p.  ni. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  estp,  United  States  attm-ney  for  the  ilistrict  of  East  Florida,  attendi'd  the  lioard  this 
day  under  their  order. 

TuE.sD.vv,  June  2'J,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:   the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  \\'illiam  W.  Blair. 

Edg-ar  Maeon,  esip,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Fl(.irida,  attended  the  beiard  this 
daj'  under  their  order. 

There  being-  no  regular  business  on  the  docket,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ^Murray,  the  following  (daims  came 
before  the  board,  viz:  John  B.  Entralg-o,  for  20,000  acres;  same,  for  4,000;  and  same,  for  2,000  acres  of 
land.  The  board  having  examined  B.  Segui  therein,  and  being  fully  advised  oi'  and  concerning  the  same, 
they  were  severally  advised  for  confirmation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  ni. 

"Wedxe.sd.w,  June  30,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  dav  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  AVilliam  W 
Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  cstp.  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  lioard  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bellamy,  leave  was  given  to  amend  a  memorial  for  358i  acres  of  land  by  sub- 
stituting, the  name  of  Jc.ihn  Christopher  in  the  pilace  of  John  Houston,  and  also  with  leave  ti.i  introduce, 
as  evidence  in  the  said  case,  the  will  of  Spicer  Christopher. 

Permission  having-  been  obtained,  and  there  being  no  regular  business  on  the  docket,  John  B. 
Entralg-o,  by  his  attorney,  presented  the  following  claims,  viz:  1,000  acres,  10,400  acres,  and  4,000  acres 
of  land.  The  board  having  examined  Jose  B.  Keyes  therein,  and  being  fully  advised  of  and  conceriiing 
the  same,  the  first  thereof  was  confirmed  and  the  two  last  advised  for  confirmation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

TiiURSD.iy,  Julij  1,   1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  lion.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Frid.w,  Jubj  2,   1S24. 

Owing  to  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  lion.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  were  ailjourned  until 
to-morrow. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Ti-ESD.i.Y,  Jiili/  6,   1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  for  2,000  acres,  same,  for  2,700  acres,  and  sam,o  for 
345  acres  of  land,  being  called,  were  submitted,  after  examining  Pedro  Miranda  therein;  and  the  board 
being-  fully  advised  of  and  concerning  the  same,  the  first  two  were  advised  for  confirmation  and  the  last 
confirmed. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Wedxesd.w,  Jt'hj  7,   1824. 

The  lioard  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjonrinnent.  Present:  the  Eons.  Davis  Fh.iyd  and  AV'illiam  W. 
Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Anna  Ortega,  by  her  attornej',  George  Murray,  presented  her  memorial  ti">  this  board,  praying  confir- 
mation of  title  to  100  acres  of  land,  situated  about  twelve  miles  to  the  southward  of  Lake  (ieorge,  with 
a  conveyance  from  Andres  Burgevin  to  memorialist,  dated  May  29,  1822;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

iVnna  Onega  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  100  acres  of  land, 
situated  near  a  place  called  the  Big  Spring,  25  miles  south  of  Lake  George,  with  a  conveyance  from 
Andres  Burgevin  to  her,  dated  June  7,  1822;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 
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Andrew  Burgevin  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  500  acres  of 
land,  situated  on  a  branch  tliat  runs  from  the  west  into  the  river  St.  John's,  about  twelve  miles  south  of 
Lake  George,  with  no  exhibits;  wliich  is  ordered  to  be  filed. 

John  Christopher  i-s.  Tlie  United  States,  for  358^  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  came  by  its 
attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  wiio  liaving  produced  the  will'of  Spicer  CIn-istopher,  deceased,  as  further  evidence 
therein,"  and  the  board  being  fully  advised  of  and  concerning  the  same,  it  was  confirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  ni. 

TnuRsn.a-,  Juhj  8,  1824. 

Till'  biiard  met  tins  day  jiursuant  to  adjournment.  Prescmt:  the  Rons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  W. 
Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States,  for  900  acres  of  land.  The  evidence  produced  in  this  case 
not  being  sufficient  to  confirm  the  whole,  the  board,  after  due  consideration,  confirmed  600  acres  thereof, 
and  claimant  obtained  permission  to  present  a  new  memorial  for  the  remaining  300  acres. 

Philip  II.  Yonge  vs.  The  United  States,  for  2,000  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called  and  being 
prepared  for  trial,  was  submitted;  and  the  board  being  fully  advised  of  and  concerning  the  same,  it  was 
advised  for  confirmation. 

Ordered,  That  Jolin  Drysdale,  esq.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  a  commissioner  to  examine  certain 
papers  and  documents  required  to  be  produced  by  a  subpcena  duces  tecum  issued  against  Horatio  S.  Dexter, 
in  the  cases  of  F.  M.  Arredondo,  for  256,000  acres,  and  Moses  E.  Levy,  for  64,000  acres  of  land. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Frid.iy,  July  9,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  2  o'clock. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

S-WURD.VY,  Julij  10,   1824. 

Owing  to  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until  Monday 
next  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

MoxD.u-,  Juli/  12,   1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  this  day  under  their  order. 

Francis  P.  Fatio  et  al.,  by  their  attorney,  George  Murray,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  200  acres  of  land,  situated  near  the  head  of  St.  Sebastian  creek,  about  four  miles  north 
from  St.  Augustine,  with  a  British  grant  made  to  Judith  Shivers  by  Governor  Tonyn  June  16,  1782;  also, 
a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  Benjamin  Lord,  deputy  surveyor  general,  certified  May  20,  1782;  also, 
a  conveyance  from  said  Judith  Shivers  to  Francis  Philip  "Fatio,  dated  March  7,  1785;  which  are  ordered 
to  be  filed. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  George  Atkinson,  as  executor  of  Lindsey  Todd,  deceased,  for  600  acres, 
and  same  for  390  acres  of  land.  These  cases  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  submitted, 
and,  after  due  consideration,  the  board  confirmed  the  same  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  legatees  of  the  said 
Lindsey  Todd,  deceased. 

Mr.  Murray  obtained  permission  and  presented  the  following  claims,  viz:  John  B.  Entralgo,  for  4,000 
acres,  same,  for  3,400  acres,  William  Travers,  for  12,000  acres,  and  same,  for  8,000  acres  of  land.  These 
cases  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  severally  submitted  and  recommended  for  confirmation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Tuesday,  Juhj  13,  1824. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  W.  Blair. 

Edgar  Macon,  es(i..  United  States  attornej'  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  tlieir 
order. 

Mr.  Murray  obtained  permission  and  presented  the  following  claims  for  adjudication,  viz:  John 
Forbes  &  Co.,  for  1,800,  John  Forbes,  for  7,000  acres,  and  same  for  3,000  acres  of  land.  These  cases  being 
prepared,  were  severally  recommended  for  confirmation. 

William  Travers,  one  of  tlic  heirs  of  Thomas  Travel's,  vs.  The  United  States,  for  126  acres  of  land. 
This  case  came  by  its  attorney,  Mr.  Murray,  and  the  same  being  prepared  for  trial,  was  submitted  and 
confirmed  by  the  board  in  the  name  of  the  grantees. 

William  Travers,  as  administrator  and  heir,  as  also  for  the  other  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  deceased, 
for  7501  acres,  and  John  B.  Entralgo,  for  1,000  acres  of  land.  These  cases  came  by  their  attorney,  Mr. 
Murray,  were  submitted,  and,  after  examining  F.  J.  Fatio  and  A.  Bellamy  therein,  the  board  not  being 
fully  advised  of  and  concerning  the  same,  they  were  laid  over  for  further  advisement. 

Tiie  board  then  adjijurned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

AVedn-esd.\y,  Juhj  14,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  W.  Blair. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  tlic  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  tlie  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Mr.  Drysdale  obtained  permission   and  presented  the  following  claims  for  adjudication,  viz:  F.  M. 
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Arredondo,  jr.,  for  256,000,  and  if.  E.  Levy  for  04,000  acres  of  land.  After  tlio  testimony  on  llie  part  nf 
tlie  claiiuaiits  had  been  g-Qiie  tliroug'li,  iMr.  .Maeoii,  district  attorney,  luovc^d  tliat  tlie  said  eases  lay  nxcr 
until  tc)-niom)w,  to  g'ive  him  an  opportunity  to  produce  evidence  on  the  part  of  tlie  L'niteil  States,  which 
was  fi'ranted. 

John  1*.  Vanyhn  tv.  Tlie  United  States,  for  '2."iO  acres  of  land.  Mi-,  (lilisun,  altunicy  lor  chumant, 
obtained  permission  and  presented  tile  said  chiini;  and  tlie  board  beini;'  lully  advised  of  and  ccjiicerniny; 
the  same,  it  was  conlirmcd. 

John  I).  Vaughn  cs.  The  United  States,  for  nine  lnnnli-c(l  anil  lil'ly  acres  of  land.  This  case  beinjj; 
submitted,  and  the  board  not  being-  fully  ad\iseil  tiicrt'of.  it  was  ordered  to  lay  over  fir  fiitlii'r  considera- 
tion. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-niorrow  at  '2  o'clock  pi.  m. 

Thcusii.vv,  JuIu  1."),  1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  AVilliam  W.  Blair,  the  board  was  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  y'clock  p.  m. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attendeil  the  board  this  day  under  tlieir 
order. 

Friday,  Jahj  10,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  lion.  AVilliam  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  ji.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  escj..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

S.\TURD.\y,  Jidij  17,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  lion.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  was  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  tor  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

Moxn.vY,  July  10,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  IIou.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

Tuesday,  Julij  20,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  indisposition  this  day  of  the  IIou.  AVilliam  W.  Blair,  the  board  was  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

Wednesday,  July  21,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisiiosition  this  daj-  of  the  lion.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  was 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

Thursday-,  July  22,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  lion.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Fruiay,  July  23,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  lioard  this  day  under  their 
order. 

S.aturd.vy',  July  24,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  Hon  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
Monday  next,  the  26th  instant,  at  2  o'clock  ji.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

Monday,  July  26,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  lion.  William  W.  Blair,  the  biuird  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their  order. 

TuESD.u-,  July  27,  1824. 

On  account  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  this  day. 
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Wedxesd.iy,  Juhj  28,  1824. 

Owing  to  the  continued  indispo.siti<jn  of  tliu  lion.  William  AV.  Blair,  the  board  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  this  day. 

St.  Augustine,  August  24,  1824. 

Tliis  day  the  Hon.  George  Murray  produced  a  commission  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
appninting  him,  liy  and  witli  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  claims 
and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.st  Florida,  vice  Wm.  AV.  Blair;  and  thereupon  the  board  of  land  commissioners 
for  East  Fhirida  (a  quorum  being  pi'esent)  proceeded  to  business.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and 
George  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their 
order. 

Timothj'  Hollingsworth,  guardian  of  Francis,  Carlota,  Margaret,  and  Isabel  Bagley,  presented  his 
memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land,  situated  at 
a  place  called  Brown's  Fort,  west  of  St.  John's  river,  with  a  certified  copy  of  platband  certificate  of  survey 
made  for  Timothy  Hollingsworth  by  Peter  Marrot,  dated  April  3,  1793,  and  marked  A;  which  are  ordered 
to  be  filed. 

Joseph  F.  White  ]iresented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  undivided 
third  parts  of  a  tract  of  laud  containing  two  thousand  acres,  situated  in  the  territory  of  Mosquito,  west 
of  New  Smyrna,  with  a  certified  copy  of  royal  title  made  to  Samuel  Betts  by  Governor  Estrada,  and  dated 
July  3,  1815;  which  are  ordered  tu  be  filed. 

Timothy  Ilolling.sworth,  guardian  of  Francis,  Charlotte,  Margaret,  and  Isabella  Bagley,  presented  his 
memorial  to  this  board,  jiraying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  of  land  at  a 
place  called  Bagley,  on  Goodman's  lake,  in  St.  John's  river,  with  a  certified  copy  of  plat  and  certificate 
of  survey  made  ftjr  Timothy  Hollingsworth  by  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  April  7,  1793;  which  are  ordered  to 
be  filed. 

Joseph  F.  AVhite  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  undivided 
third  parts  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  thousand  eight  hundred  acres  on  Matauza  river,  with  a 
certified  copy  of  royal  title  to  llipworth  Carter  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  July  3,  1815;  also  a  convey- 
ance from  Samuel  Betts  to  memorialist,  dated  April  13,  1816;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Joseph  F.  White  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  undivided 
third  parts  of  a  house  and  lot  situated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  street  back  and  west  of  the 
government  house,  with  a  conveyance  from  Samuel  Betts  to  memorialist,  dated  April  13,  1816;  which 
are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Dry,  by  his  attorney,  D.  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  one  thousand  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  east  fork  of  Diego  river,  with  a  British  grant  made 
to  Alexander  Gray  by  Governor  Grant,  dated  February  16,  1771,  and  marked  exhibit  "A;"  also  a  lease 
from  said  Gray  to  memorialist,  dated  December  26,  1775,  and  marked  exhibit  "B;"  and  a  release  for  the 
same  from  said  Graj^  to  memorialist,  dated  December  27,  1775,  and  marked  exhibit  A;  which  are  ordered 
to  be  filed. 

William  Dry,  by  his  attorney,  D.  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  a  hit  of  land  lying  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  Jenkins'  quarter,  and  designated  as  No. 
4,  with  a  British  grant  made  by  Governor  Tonyn  to  AVilliam  AVilson,  dated  March  27,  1775;  also, 
accompanying  the  said  grant,  an  order  and  plat  of  survey,  dated  June  9,  1773,  with  a  lease  made  to 
Willianr  Dry,  dated  December  29,  1775,  and  likewise  a  release  to  memorialist  from  said  Wilson,  dated 
December  30,  1775;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Dry,  by  his  attorney,  D.  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  a  lot  of  land  lying  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  Skinner's  quarter,  with  a  British  grant 
made  by  Governor  Grant  to  Richard  Pritchard,  dated  February  12,  1765;  also  a  lease  from  said  Pritchard 
to  William  Wilson,  dated  December  14,  1772;  and  also  a  release  from  said  Pritchard  to  AVilson,  dated 
December  15,  1775;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Margaret  Acosta,  by  her  attorney',  AVilliam  G.  Davis,  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  lying  without  and  north  of  the  gates  of  St.  Augustine, 
with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  to  John  Villalonga  of  34U  English  yards,  dated  June  3,  1807;  also, 
attached  thereto,  an  assignment  from  Margaret  Aco.sta  and  Maria  Villalonga  to  said  Davis,  dated  July  5, 
1824;  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Mary  Ann  Davis  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  lying  in  an  island  called  A'^y "i?iseai«o,  one  of  the  Florida  Kej's,  with  a 
certified  copy  of  concession  to  Pedro  Fornells  by  Governor  White,  dated  January  18,  1805;  also  a  con- 
veyance from  Rafael  Andrews  and  Francisco  Andrews  to  memorialist,  dated  July  12,  1824;  ordered  to 
be  filed. 

AVilliam  Branning,  by  his  attorney,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title 
to  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  soutli  side  of  Black  creek,  about  three  miles  below  the 
forks  of  said  creek.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Richard  Tice  presented  his  memorial  to  tin's  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  lying  near  Capo  Florida  and  the  river  JM'iami,  and  opposite  Key  Biscaino.     Filed. 

Santos  Rodriguez's  heirs  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two 
thousand  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  Jiihn's,  near"Dunn's  lake.     Filed. 

AVilliam  Craig  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmati<in  of  title  to  four  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  Red  Bank,  with  a 
certified  copy  of  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot  in  favor  of  Francis  Flora,  dated 
March  1,  1793,  and  marked  A;  also  a  certified  copy  of  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Kiudelan  to  AA'illiam 
Craig,  dated  March  20,  1815,  and  marked  "B."     Fi'led. 

William  Craig  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  St.  Nicholas'  Cove,  with  a  certified  copy 
of  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot  for  John  Hansman,  dated  January  18,  1792,  and 
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niarkod  "0;"  also  a  ccrtilicd  cupy  nf  royal  tith-  inn^lc  \>y  (lovrniur  Kimlrlan  to  iiu'iiiorialisl,  dated  March 
20,  1815,  and  marked  \V.     Filed.' 

Andrew  Brannin.n',  by  lii.s  alloniey,  j).  II.  .Maeniiili,  ]ii'esente(l  his  meiiHiriiil  in  this  li.niid,  inayinj^ 
confirmation  of  tilli'  to  six  hinidreil  and  t'oiiy  acres  of  laud  l.viji.i;'  alMnil  nine  milis  up  lilack  cicek,  St. 
John's  river,  at  a  [dace  called  Brown's  Fcjrl;   which  is  ordcretl  to  he  hied. 

George  and  Samnel  Brannin.i;',  by  their  attorney,  |).  I!.  Macomb,  |ii-eseiile(l  Ihiir  mennprial  tn  this 
board,  praying  conlh'mation  of  title  to  si.x  huiidii'il  and  I'oity  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  north  pion'^-  ol' 
Black  creek,  in  Duval  county.     Filed. 

Nicholas  Sanchez's  heirs,  by  their  attoi'ney,  John  I!.  Strong',  presented  their  nu'nnirial  t<i  this  board, 
prayin.g  confirmatiou  of  title  to  three  hnndre(l  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land  lyin.g  near  Diego  I'lains,  to 
the  north  of  St.  Augustine,  with  a  certified  t^ojiy  of  royal  title  by  tioveruor  roppinger  to  Nicholas  Sanchez, 
and  dated  April  24"  LSIC).     Filed. 

I'olhird  ileCormick,  by  his  attorney,  John  15.  Strong",  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirnwtion  of  title  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  Halifax  river,  at  a  ]daci.'  called  I'enman's 
I'hmtation,  with  a  certified  cop)}'  of  concession  to  David  ilcCormick  by  (Governor  White,  dated  July  13, 
1803;  also  memorial  and  permission  for  survey  by  Governor  White,  dated  October  3,  1S03.     Filed. 

John  Salome,  by  his  attorney,  John  B.  Strong',  presented  his  memorial  to  this  lioard,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  three  hundred  and  tifty  acres  of  land  lying  on  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called 
Montpelier,  with  a  certified  co|iy  of  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  I'edro  Marrot  to  Saninel  East- 
lake,  and  dated  January  6,  17'.b_'.     Filed. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

^VF.^l^■EsnAY,  ji.i(ijti:<t  25,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  lor  the  eastern  district  of  F^lorida,  attemled  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  B.  Strong  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying'  confirmation  of  title  to  si.\:  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  on  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

William  Mills,  ct  al.,  by  their  attornej',  John  B.  Strong,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land  lying  in  a  creek  called  Mulberry,  and  near 
the  road  to  the  New  Mosquitos,  and  two  miles  from  the  head  of  Graham  swamp,  with  a  certilied  copy  of 
concession  made  by  Governor  White  to  William  Mills,  dated  January  4,  1805.     Filed. 

Francis  Gue,  by  his  attorney,  John  B.  Strong,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  a  house  and  lot  in  St.  Augustine,  which  was  erected  for  a  smithery.     Filed. 

Jose  B.  IJeyes,  by  his  attorney,  John  B.  Strong,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  one  thousand  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  at  a  place  called  the  Swamp  and 
plantation  of  Goold  Fiichard,  about  three  miles  from  the  ferry  of  St.  Augustine,  with  a  certificate  of 
concession  by  Governor  White  to  memorialist,  dated  September  15,  1803.     Filed. 

Isaac  Ucndricks,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  five  hundred  acres  lyin,g  on  the  north  side  of  St.  John's  river,  near  Jacksonville, 
with  a  certificate  of  concession  by  Governor  White  to  John  Jones,  dated  February  11,  1801.     Filed. 

Joseph  Mills,  by  his  attorney,  Abraham  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praj-in.g 
confirmatiou  of  title  to  two  hundred  acres  Ij'ing  on  Si.vmile  creek,  which  communicates  with  Trout  creek 
eight  miles  below  St.  Nicholas,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  with  a  concession  to  memorialist  by  Governor 
Quesada,  dated  February  15,  1793.     Filed. 

Frederick  Hartley,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praj'ing 
confirmation  of  title  to  four  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  at  a  place  called  St.  Nicholas,  on  St.  John's  river, 
with  a  certificate  of  concession  to  memorialist  '03'  Governor  White,  dated  Maj'  T,  1803;  which  are  ordered 
to  be  filed. 

Eobert  Gilbert  et  al.,  by  their  attorney,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  two  hundred  acres  on  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

Robert  Gilbert  ct  al.,  by  their  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

John  li.  Ilogans,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  witli  a 
conveyance  from  memorialist  to  W.  G.  Dawson,  and  dated  July  24,  1823.     Filed. 

John  Houston,  bj-  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  on  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Dame's  Point,  and  on 
Star  island,  river  Nassau,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Governor  Coppinu'er  to  memorialist,  dated 
May  20,  1818.     Filed. 

AVilliam  Gardner,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying- 
confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  lying  on  Julington  creek,  one  mile  from  St.  John's 
river.     F'iled. 

Pedro  Cocifacio  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  lying  at  Maria's  hammock,  to  the  west  of  St.  John's  river,  with  a  translation  of  concession 
by  Governor  Quesada  to  memorialist,  dated  October  22,  1793.     Filed. 

James  Eiz  et  al.  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  lying  at  Picolata,  on  the  river  St.  John's.     Filed. 

William  Travers,  for  and  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  by 
their  attorney,  John  Drv'sdale,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  prayin.g  confirmation  of  title  to 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  about  live  miles  west  of  St.  Augustine,  with  a  British  grant  made  to 
James  Penman  by  Governor  Grant,  dated  January  4,  17G8,  and  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  attached 
thereto,  dated  September  2,  1767;  also  a  lease  for  one  year  from  James  Penman  t(.)  Joscjih  Peavelt,  dated 
September  19,  1779.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TniRSD.w,  Auijud  2(5,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  io  adjournment.  Present:  tlie  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 
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Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Lewis  Pike's  heirs,  by  tlicir  attornej',  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  their  inemorial  to  tliis  board,  praying 

coniirmation  of  title  to  four  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  twenty-seven  miles  from  St.  Augustine,  one  mile 

from  the  road  to  St.  Nicholas,  with  a  certified  copj'  of  concession  to  Lewis  Pike  by  Governor  White,  dated 

'  May  5,  1801,  and  marked  A;  also  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  G.  Darling,  dated  May  10, 1824, 

and  marked  B.     Filed. 

John  B.  Gaudr_y,  by  his  attorney,  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  "to  one  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  at  a  place  called  Spring  Garden,  on 
the  river  St.  John's,  with  a  certified  translation  of  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Bartolome  de  Castro 
y  Ferrer,  dated  October  0,  1817,  and  marked  A;  also  a  certified  translation  of  certificate  of  survey  by 
Kobert  McIIardy,  dated  December  16,  1817,  marked  B;  and  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  said  Ferrer  to 
memorialist,  dated  June  11,  1822,  and  marked  C.     Piled. 

John  Drysilale  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  ground  in 
the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  measuring  north  and  south  22  varas,  and  east  and  west  23  varas.     Filed. 

John  (i.  Brindlj',  by  his  agent,  jolm  M.  Fontane,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  t(j  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  north  of  Black  creek,  Duval  county, 
with  two  aflidavits — one  by  AVilliain  Molphus,  dated  August  16,  1824,  and  the  other  by  Ilannah  Nobles, 
dated  August  18,  1824.     Fik'd. 

David  Scurrj',  bj'  his  agent,  Jnhn  !M.  Fontane,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  lying  on  the  south  of  St.  John's  river  and  on  the  east  of 
Goodby's  lake.     Filed. 

James  Hall,  by  his  agent,  John  M.  Fontane,  presented  liis  memorial  to  tliis  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  two  hundred  and  fift^y  acres  of  land  lying  at  a  plantation  called  the  Bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  on  the 
river  St.  John's,  with  a  certified  copy  of  royal  title  by  Governor  Kindelan  to  William  Craig,  dated  March 
20,  1815.     Filed. 

James  Hall,  by  his  agent,  John  M.  Fontane,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  lying  at  a  place  called  Red  Bank,  on  the  river  St.  John's,  with 
a  certified  copy  of  the  royal  title  bj'  Governor  Kindelan  to  William  Craig,  dated  March  20, 1815.     Filed. 

Antonio  Hinsman  va.  The  United  States,  for  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  This  case  being 
called,  and  Francis  J.  Fatio  being  examined  therein,  and  the  board  being  fully  advised  of  and  concerning 
the  same,  it  was  confirmed. 

Philip  Weadmau  vs.  The  United  States,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  This  case  being  called,  and 
being  prepared  for  trial,  was,  after  due  consideration,  confirmed  by  the  board. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  August  27,  1824. 

The  Ijoard  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Jesse  Carlisle  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  040  acres  lying  on 
Little  Black  creek,  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Ferguson's  Neck,  at  the  head  of  Doctor's  lake.    Filed. 

Nicholas  Estefanopoly,  by  his  attornej',  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  2,500  acres  of  laud  lying  on  the  river  Suwanee,  with  a  concession  to  memorialist 
by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  May  23,  1815,  and  marked  A.     Filed. 

George  Gianopoly,  by  his  attorney,  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 

confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  lying  ,  with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  G.  Darling, 

dated  March  20,  1824,  and  marked  A.     Filed. 

Emanuel  Gianopoly,  by  his  attorney,  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  lying  on  the  Twelve-mile  swamp,  eleven  miles  from  St.  Augustine,  with 
a  plat  and  certificate  made  by  G.  Darling,  dated  March  21,  1824,  and  marked  A.     Filed. 

G.  Darling,  by  his  attorney,  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  040  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  Twelve-mile  swamp,  about  eleven  miles  from  St.  Augustine,  with 
a  plat  and  certificate  made  by  G.  Darling,  marked  A;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  James  Hall,  for  775  acres;  Eleazer  Waterman's  heirs,  for  175  acres;  same,  for 
270  acres,  lieing  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were,  after  due  consideration,  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Aguida  Segui  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  1,200  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  being  pre- 
pared for  trial,  was  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  board. 

Andrew  11.  Govan,  bj'  his  attorney,  Edward  R.  Gibson,  obtained  permission  and  presented  his  claim 
for  600  acres  of  land  lor  adjudication.  Francis  J.  Fatio  being  examined  therein,  and  the  board  being  fully 
advised  of  and  ci.incerning  the  same,  it  was  confirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow-  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Saturday,  August  28,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Mr.  Drysdale  moved  for  permission  to  present  and  file  the  following  claim,  viz:  Thomas  Lorente,  for 
2,000  acres  of  land,  situated  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  Indian  river,  opposite  the  Haul-over,  by  a  grant 
of  Governor  Coppinger,  bearing  date  June  20,  1818,  which  was  rejected  because  the  said  grant  was  made 
subsequently  to  January  24,  1818. 

Moses  E.  Levy,  by  his  attorney,  John  Drysdale,  moved  for  permission  to  withdraw  his  claim  for  2,000 
acres  of  land,  which  was  granted. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  board  ailjourncd  until  Monday  next,  the  30th  instant,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m. 
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MdxriAV,  AiiijiiM  oO,  1824. 

The  board  mctthis  claj'  pureuant  lo  adjciiiniinout.    rre«cut:  tlir  Hons.  Dtivis  Flciyil  and  (icurt;-!'  ^^m•l■av. 

Edj,^ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  State.s  attnrnc-y  IVir  the  ca.stern  disstriet  nf  Florida,  adeiided  tlic  IhkuiI  tli'i.s 
day  under  tlicir  order. 

Mills  Drury's  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  their  mi'ni.uial  to  this  iM.aril.  priiyinf;- 
conlirniatiou  of  title  to  300  acres,  more  or  less,  lyinp;  about  i'our  miles  IVoui  the  hisid  nf  N^ssini  ri\oi-,  uitii 
a  certified  coin'  of  plat  and  certilicatc  of  survey  by  Pedro  Jlarrot  to  .Mills  I)rui-y,  dalnl  .\|iril  7,  17'.!-',  and 
niarkeil  A;  also  an  allidavit  by  Francis  Sterlin--,  dated  Au,i;-ust  28,  1824,  marked  I!;  wliieh  are  alhiwod  lo 
be  lilcd. 

Isaac  N.  Cox  presented  his  memorial  to  this  bnanl,  praying-  continuation  of  title  {n  an  nndi\  iiled  lifih 
part  of  a  tract  of  land,  containinj;-  2,."i00  acres,  lying-  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  ."^uwauee,  at  the  crnssing- 
])lace.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Cornelius  Griffith's  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  Pavid  B.  Macomb,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  300  acres  of  land  lying-  on  the  banks  of  the  river  ."-^t.  Mary's,  on  the  east 
side  of  a  creek  known  by  the  name  of  Mill  creek,  with  a  concession  from  Governor  AN'hiti'  to  Cornelius 
Griffith,  dated  December  0,  1802.     Filed. 

Cornelius  Griffith's  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  450  acres  of  land  lying-  on  the  head  of  Nassau  river,  about  lialf  a  nnle 
between  two  creeks  which  form  said  river,  with  a  certified  cojij-  of  plat  and  certificate  of  snrve_y  by  Pedro 
Marrot  to  Cornelius  CJriffith,  dated  April  8,  n',)2.     Filed. 

Francis  Goodwin's  heirs,  by  their  agent  in  fact  and  attornej-,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  their  memo- 
rial to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  043^-  acres  of  land  lying-  on  Azza  creek,  St.  John's  river, 
with  a  iilat  and  certificate  by  Pedro  Marrot  to  Francis  Goodwin,  dated  ilay  14.  1702.     Filed. 

ilary  Ilayden  presented  her  memorial,  by  her  attorney,  David  B.  Macomli,  to  this  board,  pra\ing- 
confirmation  of  title  to  250  acres  nf  hind  lying-  on  the  south  of  Orange  grove,  Matanzas,  ami  north  of 
the  plantation  of  Jos.  Dupon.     Filed. 

Robert  Gilbert,  by  his  attorney,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  boanl,  praying- 
confirmation  of  title  to  230    acres  of  land  lying  near  the  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

John  Jones,  by  his  a  orney,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying- 
confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  banks  of  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

Hardy  EUanicr,  by  his  attorney,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying- 
confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  on  Little  Black  creek,  in  the  county  of  Duval.     Filed. 

Emanuel  D  ;Mott,  by  his  attorney,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying- 
confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  laud  lying-  near  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

George  Long,  by  his  attorney,  John  Drysdale,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  iiraying-  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  300  acres  of  land  lying-  at  the  head  and  on  the  south  of  a  creek  making  from  the  Matanza 
river,  known  by  the  name  of  Graham's  creek.     I'iled. 

John  M.  Carter,  by  his  attorney,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confir- 
mation of  title  to  100  acres  of  land  l,ying  on  Matanza  river,  two  miles  south  of  the  Little  Matanza  liar.    Filed. 

A.  McDowell  and  Black  i-.s.  The  United  States,  for  490  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  came, 
I\y  its  attorney,  and  was  submitted;  and  the  board  being  fully  advised  of  and  concerning-  the  same,  it  was 
confirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TuESP.iV,  Aufjud  31,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  L'nited  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 

Dorcas  Black,  by  her  agent,  S.  Streeter,  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation 
of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  county  of  Duval,  on  the  road  called  the  Cowford  road,  leading 
from  St.  Augustine  to  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

John  Oliver,  by  his  agent,  S.  Streeter,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation  of 
title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  on  the  east  side  of  a  lake  called  Dunn's  lake. 
Filed. 

Isaac  Frost,  by  his  attorney,  B.  Putnam,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation 
of  title  to  2,000  acres  of  land,  being  part  of  the  northern  moiety  or  equal  half  fif  townsliiii  No.  8,  of  Don 
Pedro  Miranda's  grant  of  land  on  the  waters  of  Hillsboro'  and  Tampa  bays.     Filed. 

Sarah  Bowden,  by  her  attorney,  B.  Putnam,  iiresentedhis  memorial  to  this  board,  praj'ing-  confirmation 
of  title  to  142i  acres  of  land  lying-  on  Julington  creek,  wliich  empties  into  the  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

Isaac  Frost,  by  his  attorney,  B.  Putnam,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praj'ing-  confirmation 
of  title  to  1,500  acres  of  land,  being  an  undivided  part  of  the  northerly  moiety  or  equal  half  of  township 
No.  8,  in  Don  Pedro  Miranda's  grant  of  land  on  the  waters  of  Hillsboro'  and  Tampa  bays.     Filed. 

Joseph  F.  White,  by  his  attornej',  B.  Putnam,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  200  acres  of  land  lying  seven  miles  north  of  St.  Augustine,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
plantation  of  the  negro  general.     Filed. 

Gachlan  Vass,  by  his  attorney,  B.  Putnam,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  Imaril,  praying  cnnfirmation 
of  title  to  250  acres  of  land  lying  on  St.  Pablo  creek.     Filed. 

Edward  R.  Gibson  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  12.j  acres  of 
land  lying  at  the  head  of  Moultrie  creek.     Filed. 

Edward  R.  Gibson  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  250  acres  of 
land  lying  at  the  head  of  Moultrie  creek.     Filed. 

Francisco  Aguilar,  for  herself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Juan  Rodriguez,  deceased,  presented  her  memorial 
to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  30,000  acres  of  land  lying  tm  Ilawe  creek,  40  miles  south- 
west of  St.  Augustine.     Filed. 

Jolm  Hagans,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  t(i  this  lioard,  praying-  confirmation 
of  title  to   100  acres  of  land  lying  on  Pigeon  creek,  St    ]\Iary's  river,  with  a  certificate  of  concession  by 
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Governor  White  to  memorialist,  dated  Mav  31,  1805;  also  a  plat  aud  certificate  of  survey  of  the  same  by 
George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  May  9,  1818.     Filed. 

5avid  Williamson,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  in  Alachua.     Filed. 

John  Dixon,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  in  Duval  county,  near  St.  Mary's  river.     Filed. 

AVilliam  Williamson,  by  his  attorney,  A  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  in  Alachua,  on  the  waters  of  Hogtown.     Filed. 

Benjamin  Rollins,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  in  Alaciiua,  on  the  waters  of  San  Filaski  creek.     Filed. 

William  HoUingsworth  and  the  heirs  of  Peter  Bagley,  by  their  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  their 
memorial  to  this  board,  ]iraying  confirmation  of  title  to  250  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  river  St.  John's. 

Filr.l. 

William  Sparkman,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  con- 
firmatiiin  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  headwaters  of  Boggy  swamp,  on  and  west  of  the 
public  road  leading  from  Jacksonville  to  Georgia.     Filed. 

James  Sparkman,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tiim  of  title  to  040  acres  of  land  lying  cm  the  headwaters  of  Boggy  swamp,  on  the  east  of  the  road  from 
Jacksonville.     Filed. 

John  Bellamy  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  500  acres  of  land 
lying  on  McGirt"s  creek.     Filed. 

Abraham  Bellamy,  sen.,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  640 
acres  of  land  lying  at  the  head  of  Thomas'  swamp.     Filed. 

John  Bellamy  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  150  acres  of  land 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  McGirt's  creek,  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

Ann  Papy  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  200  acres  of  land 
situated  at  the  side  or  head  of  Mosquito  river  and  Tomoka  creek,  with  a  certificate  of  concession  by 
Governor  White  to  Gaspar  Papy,  dated  June  3,  1197,  and  marked  P.     Filed. 

Dionisia  Segui  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  an  undivided 
third  part  of  16,000  acres  of  land,  or  5, 333 J  acres,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  river  St.  Lucia,  with  a  deed 
of  conveyance  from  Samuel  Miles  to  memorialist,  dated  April  3,  1824,  and  marked  S.     Filed. 

Dionisia  Segui  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  prajang  confirmation  oi'  title  to  4,000  acres  of 
land  lying  on  the  river  and  island  called  Jupiter  and  St.  Lucia,  with  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Euscbio 
Maria  Gomez  to  memorialist,  dated  April  9,  1824,  marked  S;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

George  Clarke  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praj'ing  confirmation  of  title  to  100  acres  of  land 
lying  on  Guana  creek,  North  river,  about  12  miles  north  of  St.  Augustine,  with  a  concession  to  memorialist 
by  Governor  White,  dated  February  25,  1801,  and  marked  C.     Filed. 

Daniel  Brockington,  by  his  attorney,  L  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praj-ing  con- 
firmation of  title  to  200  acres  of  land  lying  on  Goodby's  lake.     Filed. 

Francis  Sterling,  by  his  attorney,  I.  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  bo;ird,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  235  acres  lying  at  a  place  called  Sims,  Nassau  river,  witli  a  certified  copy  of  plat  and  certificate 
by  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  Slarch  3,  1792,  and  marked  A;  also  two  afiidavits— one  by  Frederick  Hartley,  and 
the  other  by  Joseph  Sununerall — marked  B  and  C.     Filed. 

David  Bagley's  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  250  acres  of  land  lying  on  Nassau  river,  with  a  certified  copy  of  plat  and  certificate 
bv  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  Mar^h  5,  1794,  and  marked  A;  also  an  affidavit  by  Francis  Sterling,  marked  B. 
Filed. 

George  Copcland's  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  I.  N.  Cox,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  450  acres  of  land,  l.ying  on  Uillsboro'  river,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  to 
Henry  B.  Martin  by  Governor  White,  dated  September  3,  1803,  and  marked  A;  and  conveyance  from 
Henry  B.  Martin  to  George  Copeland,  dated  November  10,  1808,  marked  B.     Filed. 

Samuel  Fairbanks,  assignee  of  Keuben  Charles,  by  his  attornev,  David  B.  Macomb,  presented  his 
memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  040  acres  of  land  lying  at  the  Twelve-mile  swamp, 
north  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine.     Filed. 

John  Drysdale  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  292  acres  of  land 
lying  on  the  east  side  of  St.  George's  lake.     Filed. 

Pablo  F.  Fontane  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  3,000  acres 
of  laud  lying  on  Vackasasa  creek,  being  about  southwest  from  Alachua  ten  leagues,  with  a  concession 
from  Governor  Kindclan  to  memorialist,  dated  May  15,  1815,  and  marked  P.     Filed. 

Autonio  Cauovas,  jr.,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  040  acres, 
with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  Ede  Van  Evour,  and  dated  August  31,  1824.     Filed. 

Domingo  Fernandez  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to acres 

of  land  lying  on  Amelia  island.     Filed. 

Carnochan  and  Mitchell's  assignees  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of 
title  to  three  town  lots  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  Amelia  island.     Filed. 

Andrew  Burgevin  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  500  acres  of 
land  lying  at  a  place  called  Big  Spring.     Filed. 

James  Suydam,  jr.,  by  his  attorney,  J.  B.  Lancaster,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  500  acres  of  land  lying  at  Alachua.     Filed. 

Charles  Sibbald,  by  his  attorney,  J.  B.  Lancaster,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  455  acres  of  land  lying  at  Cabbage  swamp.     Filed. 

George  Morrison's  heirs,  by  tiicir  attorney,  J.  B.  Lancaster,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to acres  of  land  lying  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river.     Filed. 

Elisha  Huntington,  by  his  attorney,  J.  B.  Lancaster,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  (jf  title  to  10,000  acres  of  land  lying  at  Alachua.     Filed. 

Elisha  Huntington,  by  his  attorney,  J.  B.  Lancaster,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  .if  title  to  2,000  acres  of  land  lying  at  Alachua.     Filed. 

Lleazer  Waterman's  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  J.  15.  Lancaster,  pn^sented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praymg  confirmation  of  title  to  a" lot  of  land  in  the  town  of  Fernaudina,  Amelia  island.     Filed. 
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Thomas  C.  Poroinus,  by  his  attorney,  J.  B.  Lauoastor,  prosontoil  his  inoinoiial  (o  ihis  board,  ])raviiii;' 
confirmation  of  titk' to  live  luuuhvd  aiTos  of  hiiul  lyiiij;' at  Alaclma.     Filed. 

S.  Chirk  and  (i.  V.  lirown  cs.  Thi^  Cnilcd  .'^talcs,  for  :!,0()0  acres  of  land.  This  case  lu-in-.;-  called, 
came  by  its  attorney;  and  the  board  not  beiii;;'  sulliciently  advised  therein,  it  was  ordered  to  lav  over  for 
further  consideration. 

I'erinission  having'  lu^en  obtained,  the  followini;-  claims  \ver(>  |iresenled  for  adjudication  by  their 
attorney,  viz:  .\ntonio  Uucrtas,  for  10,01)0  acres  of  hind;  Kdward  .\l.  Wanton,  lor  loO  acres,  and  sanu',  for 
200  acres  of  land.  The  board  t>>ok  the  same  into  consideration,  anil  lieiiii;"  sulliciently  advised  therein, 
they  were  ordered  to  lay  over  for  further  invest i.u'ation. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'cUick. 

Wi'.DXKsp.^Y,  Srptcmlicr  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  I'rcsiMit:  the  lions.  Uavis  Floyd  and  (;eori;'e 
Murray. 

F,dg"ar  Macon,  esc].,  Fnilcd  Stales  attorney  t'or  the  eastern  dislrici  nf  Idoriila,  allended  the  board  ihis 
day  under  tlieir  order. 

The  board  liaviu;;'  resunu'd  the  consideration  of  the  claim  iA'  .Vntonio  liuertas,  lor  10,000  acres  of  land, 
rcconnnended  the  same  to  Ciing"ress  for  conlirmation. 

The  foUowinj;'  claims,  viz:  (lideon  Ihipont's  lieirs.  fu'  l."i(l  acres;  (Icorn'c  Flemins4''s  heirs,  for  1,0()0 
acres.  Thesi'  cases  being"  called,  and  licing  (ni'iiarcd  for  adjudication,  the  first  was  conlirmcd  in  I0(t  acres, 
and^the  latter  conlirmcd. 

Francis  1'.  Fatio  rs.  The  Uintcd  Statics,  for  10,000  acres  I'f  land.  This  case  being-  called,  came  liy  ils 
attorney,  who  obtaini'd  lea\c  and  amended  the  memorial  thereof;  and  Francis  Marion  being  exannned 
therein,  the  board  ordereil  the  .same  to  be  laid  o\i'r  lor  fuiihcr  investigation. 

Francis  V.  I'atio  r.<.  The  Fnilcil  ."^talcs,  t'or  1,00()  acres  lA'  land.  T'liis  case  Inung'  called,  came  by  its 
attorney,  and  the  lioard  not  l>ein,g  sulliciently  ;idviscil  of  concerning  the  same,  it  was  eontinueil. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  HI  o'clock  a.  m. 


Tinusn.w,  Srjilrmhrr  '2.  1824. 

The  board  met  this  (hiy  pursuant  to  adjournment.  I'n'si'ut:  the  ITons.  Davis  Floyd  and  (ieorgc 
Murray. 

F,d,gar  Macon,  escp,  I'nitcd  ."states  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  atlendcd  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

George  Fleming's  heirs  rs.  The  United  ."^tates,  for  !I80  acres  of  hind.  This  casi'  being  called,  and  being- 
prepared  for  trial,  was  submitted   and  conlirmcd  by  the  board. 

(Tabriel  A\'.  Fcrpall  i-s.  The  Fiiiled  States,  for  (lOO  acres  of  land.  This  c;ise  being  called,  and  being- 
prepared  for  trial,  was  submitted  and  conlirmcd  by  the  hoard. 

The  following-  claims,  vi/,:  tlcorge  Fleming's  heirs,  for  20,000  m-i-es;  (labriel  \V.  I'erpall,  for  l,:;iO 
acres;  same,  for  280  acres;  same,  for  :"iOO  acres,  bein,g-  called,  and  the  board  ni.it  being  fully  advisi'd  con- 
ccrnin.g-  the  same,  they  were  continued. 

Tlie  board  adjourned   until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

FiuiiAV,  SjitcDthcr  3,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adiournmenl.  Fresent:  tlie  lions.  Havis  Floyd  and  to'in-,g-e 
Murray. 

Eil.gar  .Macon,  esq.,  Fnited  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  allended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  followin,g-  claims,  vi/.:  Oabritd  W.  Fcrpall,  for  15  acres;  same,  for  fiOO  acres;  sanu-,  for  one  acre, 
being-  calh'd,  and  being-  prepared  for  trial,  were  confirmed  by  the  boaril. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  attiu'ncy  for  claimant,  the  board  resumed  th(>  consideration  of  Francis  d.  .\\ici''s 
claim  for  llfi  acres  of  land,  and,  after  e.xamining  Francis  I'crreira  thei-ein,  conlirmcd  the  same. 

Permission  having  been  obtained,  Thomas  Uri.ggs  and  dolin  Kohinson,  liy  their  attorney,  ]u-esenlcd 
their  claims  to  this  board  for  adjudication,  which  were,  after  due  ccuisideration,  advised  to  Congress  for 
conlirmation. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'c'lock  a.  m. 

S.\TfKn.\Y.  S'ji/riitlicr  4,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment,  rrcseni:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  (leorgc 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  csi].,  United  .-^tates  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  I'lorida.  allended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Galn-iel  \V.  Fcrpall  c.s.  The  Uniteil  States,  for  ],;>40  aci-es  of  land.  'J'his  case  was  ;igaiii  lakcii  under 
consideration,  and  recommeiuled  for  conrn-mation  by  the  boai-d. 

Gabriel  \V.  Fcrpall,  for  150  acres,  and  same,  for  5:!5  acres  of  land.  These  cases  bi'in,g  called,  and 
being-  jirepared  fiu-  trial,  wia'c  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  ^buiday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

AIoxii.iY,  Si-plrmbcr  0,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  fo  adjournment.  Freseiit:  the  Hons.  l>avis  Floyd  and  (ieor.ge 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  tlie  eastern  district  of  Floriila,  attended  tln>  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  .\lr.  Fdgar  .\Iaeon,  esti.,  Fnited  Slates  attorney,  ordered  thai  a  cemniissioii  issue  |o  lake 
the  de|)ositioii  of  l)oii  ,Iosi'  Coppin,g-er,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  |o  he  read  as  evitlelicc  in  the  case  ol 
Joseph  Delespiuc  against  the  linitcJ  States,  for  10,240  acres  of  land. 
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Oil  motion  of  the  same,  it  is  ordered  that  in  all  claims  for  more  than  1,000  acres  of  land,  when 
required  by  the  dstrict  attorney  for  the  United  States,  or  by  any  member  of  the  board,  the  secretary 
issue  a  subpojna  to  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives  to  produce  to  this  board  the  original  documents 
from  his  office  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  following-  case,  viz:  Mariana  Bert  a,  for  200  acres  of  land,  being-  called,  and  the  board  not  being 
fully  advised  of  and  concerning-  the  same,  it  was  continued. 

Horatio  S.  Dexter  rs.  The  United  States,  for  200  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  being 
prepared  for  trial,  after  examining  Samuel  Fairbanks  therein,  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Horatio  S.  Dexter  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  200  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  came  by  its 
attorney,  who,  on  motion,  obtained  permission  to  amend  the  memorial  thereof;  and  the  board,  after 
examining  F.  J.  l<'atio  therein,  confirmed  the  same. 

Hannah  Drayton  et  al.  vs.  The  United  States,  for  1,000  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Drysdule,  permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial  thereof  and  the  evidence  in  the 
same  case  was  suiimitted,  as  was  other  claims  of  the  said  claimants  founded  on  British  grants. 

The  board  adjourned  until  tu-nK.irrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TcESDAY,  Si'picmber  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Francis  J.  Fatio  el  ah,  for  200  acres,  and  the  same,  for  500  acres  of  land, 
being  called,  and  the  claimants  having  produced  in  evidence  the  final  adjustment  of  the  estate  of  Francis 
P.  Fatio,  deceased,  as  also  the  testimony  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  in  his  claim  for  700  acres  of  land,  they 
were  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  for  635  acres,  and  the  same,  as  attorney  for  his  wife, 
late  widow  of  Samuel  Williams,  deceased,  and  the  other  heirs,  for  3,200  acres  of  land,  being  called,  and 
being  prepared  for  trial,  after  examining  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  therein,  were  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  800,  and  same,  for  100  acres  of  land,  being  called,  and 
being  prepared  for  trial,  were,  after  due  examination,  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  Septemher  8,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  for  5,000  acres;  same,  for  5,000  acres;  and  same, 
for  10,000  acres  of  land,  being  called,  Horatio  S.  Dexter  was  examined  therein;  the  same  were  submitted, 
and  the  board  not  being  sufficiently  advised  of  and  concerning  the  same,  they  were  ordered  to  lay  over 
for  further  consideration. 

The  f)llowing  claims,  viz:  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  for  355  acres;  same,  for  451  acres;  same,  for  800 
acres;  and  same,  for  70  acres  of  land,  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were,  after  due  investi- 
gation, severally  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Antonio  Alvarez  rs.  The  United  States,  for  1,500  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  being 
prepared  for  trial,  was  recommended  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 

Martin  Hernandez,  for  20  acres,  and  same,  for  10|  acres  and  1  perch,  being  called,  were  submitted  and 
confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Martin  Hernandez,  for  500  acres,  same,  for  500  acres  of  land,  being  called, 
were  submitted  and  laid  over  for  further  investigation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  September  9,  1824. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 

Frid.«-,  Sep)temher  10,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  ]Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Marc^uis  de  Fougeres  vs.  The  United  States,  for  10,000  acres  of  land.  This  day  this  case  came  on  to 
be  hoard,  and  David  P.  Macomb,  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  and  Horatio  S.  Dexter  were  examined  as  witnesses 
in  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  but  the  board  not  being  sufficiently  advised,  it  is  ordered  that  the 
same  be  continued. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Mary  Kunen,  for  200  acres;  Jose  B.  Eeyes,  for  200  acres;  F.  J.  Fatio  et  al, 
200  acres  of  land,  being  called,  and  being  prepared  fir  trial,  were  severally  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Horatio  S.  Dexter,  for  16,000  acres;  W.  Pengree's  heirs,  for  1,000  acres;  E.  Pengree's  heirs,  for  500 
acres;  P.  Lynch,  1,100  acres;  Christopher  Minchcn,  400  acres;.  Nicholas  Rodriguez,  300  acres;  Martin 
Hernandez,  1,000  acres;  and  Horatio  S.  Dexter,  2,500  acres  of  land.  These  cases  being  called,  and  not 
being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continued. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Sat  CRD  A  Y-,  September  11,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Flovd  and  George 
Murray.  '  ° 
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Eils'iir  Macon,  oscj.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attendcil  tlie  hoard  this 
day  under  their  order. 

F.  M.  Arredoiido,  jr.,  r.s\  The  riiiled  .^lates,  tor  17.")  acres  ul'  land.  This  case  lieiiiL;-  called,  and  lieiii^j; 
prepared  for  trial,  was  conlirnicd  hy  (In'  iioaid. 

Charles  AV.  Bulow'a  executors,  for  1,00(1  acres;  same,  t'nr  ImO  acres;  and  .\rcliihald  Clai  )<,  T.u  Sd.OOO 
acres  of  hind.  These  cases  heing  called,  and  not  liein;;-  prepared  lor  trial,  weri',  on  applicaliim  of  their 
respective  attorneys,  continued. 

The  following-  eases,  viz:  Roherf  Cilhcit,  for  100  acres;  Seymour  Pickef,  Inr  :!."i(l  acres;  Sarah  i'elty, 
200  acres;  llobert  Shepherd,  100;  John  Salome,  J47  acres;  Henry  Martin's  heirs,  400  acres;  .l.iseph  S. 
Sanchez,  20  acres;  and  AVilliani  T.  Hall,  for  2,000  acres  of  land.  These  cases  being  calleil,  and  not  li<-ing 
prepared  for  trial,  it  is  ordered  that  they  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Keynolds  and  Cox,  attorneys  for  claimants,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  following  claims,  viz:  Gabriel  W.  reriiall,  for  335  acres;  Mariano  Berta,  for  IGG  acres;  same,  Ibr 
200  acres;  Nicholas  Itodriguez,  300  acres;  which  were  conlirmed. 

On  motion  <_if  Mr.  Cornell,  attorney  for  claimant,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  folhiwing 
claims,  viz:  Edward  ^I.  Wanton,  150  acres;  same,  200  acres;  and  examined  Horatio  S.  Dexter  therein; 
after  which  they  were  confirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  13th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Moxn.vY,  Srpliiuhrr  13,  1S24. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjourinnent.  Present:  the  Hons.  l)a\-is  Floyd  ami  George 
Murra3^ 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  fjr  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attemled  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Sej'monr  Pickett,  250  acres;  John  B.  Gaudry,  500  acres;  Mary  Acosta,  G40 
acres;  Mary  Ann  Davis,  175  acres;  Pedr(.)  Cocifacio,  500  acres;  John  Hagans,  100  acres;  John  Salome, 
350  acres,  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continued. 

Sarah  Fish,  10,000  acres;  same,  500  acres;  Joseph  Summerall,  200  acres;  same,  300  acres;  same, 
150  acres.  These  cases  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  is  ordered  that  they  be  placed 
at  the  foot  of  the  docket. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  attorncj'  for  claimant,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  case  of 
Bernardo  Segui  rs.  The  United  States,  for  16,000  acres  of  land;  whereupon  Jlr.  Macon,  United  States 
attorney,  moved  that  tlie  said  case  lay  over  until  to-morrow  to  give  him  an  oiiportunity  to  produce  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  which  was  granted. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

Ti-f;snAY,  Sijj/nnhcr  14,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Levin  Gunby,  400  acres;  William  and  John  Lofton,  350  acres;  same,  350  acres;  Archibald  Clark  H  al., 
250  acres;  John  B.  Richards' heirs,  230  acres;  Daniel  G.  Hart,  150  acres;  John  Underwood,  600  acres; 
Pedro  Trope,  150  acres;  Robert  Miller,  635  acres;  Sarah  Petty,  200  acres.  The.sc  cases  being  called,  and 
not  being  prepared  for  trial,  it  was  therefore  ordered  by  the  board  that  they  be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the 
docket. 

The  two  following  cases,  viz:  Cliarles  Love,  for  300  acres,  and  Nathaniel  Wilds,  for  300  acres  of 
land,  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were,  on  application  of  their  attorneys,  continued. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wedxesday,  Sepfemhfr  15,  1S24. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floj-d  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  cscp,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Arredondo  &  Son,  for  289,645  acres  of  land  at  Alachua,  and  Peter  Mitchell,  for  a  part  of  said  grant. 
These  cases  being  called,  and  the  claimants  being  ready  to  proceed  therein,  the  same  were  continued  in 
consequence  of  one  of  the  commissioners  having  been  engaged  in  claims  arising  under  the  original  grant 
to  F.  M.  Arredondo  &  Son,  the  said  origiiuil  grant  being  the  foundation  of  the  claimants'  title  in  both 
of  the  above  cases. 

George  Atkinson  vs.  The  United  States,  for  220  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  Mr.  Gibbs, 
attorney  for  claimant,  obtained  permission,  and  amended  the  memorial  thereof  by  substituting  the  name 
of  Andrew  in  the  place  of  George  Atkinson,  after  which,  the  same,  being  prepared  for  trial,  was  confirmed 
by  the  board. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  500  acres;  same,  250  acres;  same,  2,000  acres,  being- 
called,  were,  after  due  consideration,  submitted  and  ordered  to  lay  over. 

Sophia  Fleming  ct  al  vs.  Tlie  Uiuted  States,  for  10,762  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and 
being  preijared  for  trial,  after  examining  Mr.  Reynolds  therein,  was  recomniendecl  for  confirmation. 

The  following  cases  being  called,  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continui/d:  James  Curtis,  400; 
James  and  George  Clarke,  500;  Charles  and  George  Clarke,  300;  Steiihen  Pearce  (<  lu-.,  250;  same,  300 
acres. 

Joseph  Rain  and  William  Bailey  vs.  The  United  States,  for  1,000  acres  of  laud.  Tiiis  case  being- 
called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  the  board  confirmed  the  same. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  F.  P.  Fatio  vs.  The  United 
States,  for  10,000  acres  of  land,  and,  after  examining  William  Reynolds,  recommended  the  same  for  con- 
firmation. 

The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  cases,  viz:  Gabriel  AV.  Perpall,  500  acres  of 
land;  same,  280  acres  of  land;  and  recommended  the  same  for  confirnmtion. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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TiiCRSD.iY,  September  16,  1824. 

The  board  mot  this  daj' pnrsuaut  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attnrjiey  tor  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Tliis  day  the  board  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  tlic  case  of  Bernardo  Segui  I's.  The  United  States,  for 
16,000  acres" of  land,  and  William  Reynolds  was  called  to  be  examined  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
therein:  and  the  counsel  for  the  claimant  objecting-  to  the  admissibility  of  said  witness,  time  was  given  to 
the  said  counsel  to  state  his  objections  at  large:  whereupon  the  case  was  continued. 

Mary  Fontano  vs.  The  United  States,  for  495  acres  of  laud.  This  case  being  called,  and  being  prepared 
for  trial,  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  f(jllowing  claims^  viz:  Sarah  Petty,  for  150  acres,  and  William  and  John  Lofton,  for  200  acres  of 
land,  were  called,  and  not  being  prepared,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  cases  be  placed  at  the  foot 

of  the  docket. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  i'.s\  The  United  States,  for  1,400  acres  of  land,  and  Gabriel  Priest,  for  500  acres  of 
land.  These  cases  being  called,  were  submitted,  and  the  board  not  being  sufficiently  advised  concerning 
the  same,  it  is  ordered  that  they  lie  over. 

The  following  cases  being'called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continued,  viz: 

Francis  P.  Sanchez,  2,000  acres  of  land;  same,  100  acres  of  land;  same,  000  acres  of  land;  same,  25 
acres  of  land;  Constance  M'Fee,  446  acres  of  land;  Peter  Mitchell,  3,500  acres  of  land. 

In  the  case  of  Francis  P.  Sanchez  for  50  acres  of  land,  Mr.  Drysdale,  attorney  for  claimant,  obtained 
leave  to  amend  his  memorial  by  substituting  25  for  50  acres  of  land. 

The  attorney  in  the  case  of  Charles  W.  Bulow's  executors,  for  4,075  acres  of  land,  obtained  permission 
and  filed  evidence  in  said  case. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

Friday,  Sejytember  IT,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  daj'  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  tlie  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Thomas  Travers'  heirs  vs.  The  Ignited  States,  for  300  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  being 
prepared  for  trial,  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  William  Dry,  one  lot  of  land;  same,  one  lot  of  land;  same,  1,000  acres  of 
land,  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  claimants'  attorney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  claims,  and 
obtained  leave  to  amend  the  memorials  thereof,  viz: 

Gabriel  W.  Perpall,  for  10  acres  of  land;  same,  for  8|  acres;  same,  for  20  acres;  and  examined  Francis 
Marien;  after  which  the  board  confirmed  the  first  two,  and  ordered  the  latter  to  lie  over  for  further  proof. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Saturday,  Sqytember  18,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a,  m. 

Monday,  September  20,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present :  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  ni. 

Tuesday,  September  21,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

James  Riz  et  al.  vs.  The  United  States,  for  G40  acres  of  land.  This  case  was  taken  up  by  the  board, 
and  not  being  prepared  for  trial  was  ordered  to  lie  over;  and  claimant  obtained  leave  to  amend  the  memo- 
rial thereof 

The  board  took  into  consideration  the  following  claims,  viz: 

Charles  W.  Bulow's  executors,  for  4,000  acres,  and  same,  for  675  acres  of  land,  and  recommended  the 
same  for  confirmation. 

On  inotion  of  the  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  claim  of  John  B. 
Gaudry,  for  1,500  acres  of  land;  and,  after  examining  Francis  Ferreira  therein,  recommended  the  same  for 
confirmation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Friday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


Friday,  September  24,  1824. 

board  met  this  day  pursuau 
u-ray. 


The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.      Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Mur''"- 
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Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  di.strict  of  Florida,  attemlcd  tlic  board  thia 
day  under  their  order. 

William  Walker  w.  The  United  States,  i'or  nr>  aercs  ul'  hmd.  This  i-asc^  liciuj;-  ralh'd,  ami  licin;^-  pre- 
pared for  trial,  was  confn-mcd  by  the  board. 

A.  E.  Ferg-uson's  widow  and  heirs,  for  1,150  acres;  Georg-c  F.  and  Oliver  I'aliiics,  for  \)\)\)^  acres. 
These  cases  being  called,  the  first  was  recommended  for  confirmation,  and  the  last  ordered  to  be  reported 
as  being'  interfered  with  by  British  titles. 

John  B.  Gaudry  fs.  The  United  States,  for  3,000  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  n(jt  boing 
prepared  for  trial,  was  continued. 

Nicholas  Estefanopoly,  by  his  attorney,  obtaineil  leave  and  (iresented  his  claim  for  2,500  acres  of  land, 
and  examined  Horatio  S.  Dexter  therein;  and  the  lioard  not  being  snfliciently  advised  therein,  it  is  there- 
fore ordered  that  the  same  be  continued. 

The  board  adjounieil  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

SATiT.ri.vv,  Siptnnbcr  25,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  daj'  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esrp,  L'nited  States  attiu-ney  iVir  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  confirmed  by  the  board: 

Andrew  Pleym's  heirs,  500  acres;  Philip  Emliara,  100  acres;  William  Pengrec's  heirs,  1,000  acres; 
Kebecca  Peugree's  heirs,  500  acres;  Francis  P.  Fatio,  1,000  acres.  The  board  took  into  consideration  said 
claims,  and,  after  examining  Joseph  llagins  and  P.  J.  Fatio  therein,  confirmed  the  same. 

Sarah  Petty  ct.'.  The  United  States,  for  150  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  being  prepared 
for  trial,  after  examining  Joseph  llagins  therein,  confirmed  fifty  acres  thereof  to  claimant. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

MoxD.u-,  Sejdember  27,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adj(jurnment.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States,  for  600  acres,  being-  called,  Francis  Marien  was  examined 
therein;  and  the  board  not  being  sufficiently  advised,  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  continued. 

Sarah  Petty,  for  200  acres  of  land;  same,  for  200.  These  cases  being  resumed  by  the  board,  and 
William  Reynolds  being  examined  therein,  were  confirmed. 

The  following  cases  being  called,  were,  after  due  consideration,  submitted,  viz:  Francis  Marieu,  for 
2,000  acres  and  George  Fleming's  heirs,  for  20,000  acres. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  Sejjtember  28,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present :  the  Hons.  Davis  Floj'd  and  George  Murray 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Joseph  Summerall,  300  acres;  same,  200  acres;  William  and  John  Lofton,  350  acres;  same,  350 
acres;  same,  200  acres;  Pedro  Trope,  150  acres;  Daniel  C.  Hart,  150  acres.  These  cases  being  called, 
and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  severally  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Joseph  Summerall  r.s.  The  Laiited  States,  for  150  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  not  being- 
prepared  for  trial,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  same  lie  over. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesday,  September  29,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George  Murray. 

This  day  the  lion.  William  Henry  Allen  exhibited  to  the  board  a  commission  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  appointing  him  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida, 
dated  August  12,  1824,  and,'having  previously  taken  the  oath  of  office,  took  his  seat. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 

This  day  the  following  claims  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  confirmed,  viz:  George 
F.  and  Oliver  Palmes,  245  acres;  A.  E.  Ferguson's  widow  and  heirs,  501  acres;  same,  43^  acres.  John 
Bolton,  for  2,000  acres.     This  case  being  called,  was,  after  due  consideration,  submitted. 

John  Gianopoly,  for  500  acres,  and  same,  for  10  acres  of  land.  On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the 
board  took  under  consideration  the  said  claims,  and  examined  Pedro  Bennet,  and  Benito  Segui  therein, 
after  which  they  were  ordered  to  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursd-iy,  Sejjlcmber  30,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 

John  Gianopoly,  for  500  acres;  same,  for  10  acres;  A.  Montero's  heirs,  25  acres;  William  Travers,  450 
acres.  These  cases  being  called,  came  by  their  respective  attorneys,  and  being  prepared  for  trial, 
were  severally  confirmed  by  the  board. 

Catalina  "de  Jesi(,5  Hijuelos  us.  The  United  States,  for  2,000  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called, 
came  by  its  attorney,  and  the  same  was  submitted. 

Reuben  Charles,  100  acres;  Pedro  Cocifacia,  500  acres.  These  cases  being  called,  were  laid  over 
for  further  investigation. 
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Mr.  Strong  obtained  permission  and  amended  the  memorial  in  the  case  of  Lorenzo  Capas'  heirs,  by 
substituting  115  acres  in  lieu  of  160  acres. 

On  motion  of  the  United  States  attorney,  the  case  of  Nicholas  Kodriguez,  for  300  acres  of  laud,  was 
opened,  and  ordered  to  stand  over  for  further  investigation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

FniDAV,  Odobcr  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  attorney  for  claimants,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following 
claims,  and  confirmed  the  same,  viz: 

Reuben  Charles,  100  acres;  William  Williams,  2,020  acres;  same,  180  acres. 

lloratio  S.  De.xter  i-s.  The  United  States,  for  2,500  acres  of  land.  This  day  this  case  came  before  the 
board,  and,  after  examining  George  J.  F.  Clarke  and  Francis  Marin  tlierein,  the  same  was  submitted. 

The  following  cases,  viz:  Seymour  Picket,  350  acres;  Robert  Shepherd,  100  acres;  heirs  of  Henry 
Martin,  400  acres,  being  called,  came  by  their  attorneys,  and,  after  examining  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  therein, 
were  submitted. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Satubday,   October  2,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Nathaniel  Wilds,  for  300  acres  of  land;  Charles  Love,  for  300  acres  of  land.  These  cases  being 
called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continued. 

The  board  took  into  consideration  the  claim  of  F.  M.  Arredondo  &  Son,  for  289,045  acres  of  land, 
and  Peter  Mitchell  for  an  undivided  fourth  part  of  said  grant;  and  the  attorney  in  the  above  cases  obtained 
leave  and  amended  the  memorial  in  the  case  of  Peter  Mitchell.  The  depositions  and  evidence  in  the  case 
of  Moses  E.  Levy  vs.  The  United  States,  for  30,000  acres  of  land,  being  part  of  said  grant,  was  admitted 
by  the  board,  and  was  read,  as  was  also  the  depositions  of  Horatio  S.  Dexter  and  Edward  M.  Wanton; 
and  Thomas  Murphy,  Joshua  Coflee,  and  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  were  examined  therein.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
the  board,  not  being  sufficiently  advised  in  the  said  claim,  adjourned  the  further  consideration  thereof 
until  Monday  next. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  October  4,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Constance  McFee  vs.  The  United  States,  for  446  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  not  being 
prepared  for  trial,  was  continued. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  rs.  The  United  States,  for  25  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  being 
prepared  for  trial,  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

F.  M.  Arredondo  &  Son  and  Peter  Mitchell  vs.  The  United  States,  for  289,645  acres  of  land  at  Alachua. 

The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  claim,  and  the  same  was  submitted. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,   October  5,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  te  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesday,   October  6,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursday,  October  7,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  William 
n.  Allen, 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

FBmAY,  October  8,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  to  morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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S-WL-BPAY,   October  9,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  imr.suant  1o  adjnuriiincnt.      rrcsciit:   all  the  iiiriiiltcrs. 

Edf;-ar  Macon,  CS(1.,  I'liitcd  States  attorney  liir  the  eastern  district  of  I'lurida,  attended  the  Imurd  thi.s 
day  under  tlioir  order. 

No  business  appearing  belbre  the  board,  the  same  was  adjuurncd  until  Mnnday  ne.\t. 

MoNDAv,  Oclohcr  11,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  AV.   II.   Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  e.s<]..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  lioard  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Sarah  Petty  rs.  The  United  States,  for  2t>82  acres  of  land. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  atterney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideratiiin  of  said  claim,  and  conlirmeil 
the  same. 

John  Bunch  c.'^.  The  United  States,  for  2,100  acres  of  land.  This  case  being-  called,  came  by  its 
attorney,  and,  after  examining  lUu-atio  S.  Dexter  and  William  G.  Perpall  therein,  ordered  the  same  be 
reported  to  ("imgress. 

William  Travers,  1,000  acres;  William  Travers,  172  acres;  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  100  acres. 

These  cases  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  confirmed. 

Pedro  Cocifacio  ivs'.  The  United  States,  for  2,000  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  prepared  for  trial, 
was  recommcuded  for  coniirniation. 

Niciiolasa  Gomez's  heirs  i'.s.  The  United  States,  for  1,200  acres  of  land.  This  case  came  by  its 
attorney,  and  the  board,  after  due  consideration,  submitted  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Ti-ESD.\Y,  OvMicr  12,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  AVilliam  IT. 
Allen. 

Edgar  j\[acon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  Gianoply  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  15  acres  of  land. 

On  motion  of  chiimant's  attorney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  said  claim,  and,  after 
examining  Benito  Segui  therein,  confirmed  ten  acres  thereof  to  claimant. 

The  board  resumed  tlic  consideration  of  the  following  claim,  viz:  Francis  J.  Fatio  et  al.,  for  700  acres 
of  land  on  St.  John's  river,  and  two  small  marsh  islands  in  front,  and  confirmed  the  same. 

On  application  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  order  of  rejection  was  set  aside  on  the  following  claim,  viz: 
John  Jones  ivs.  The  United  States,  for  100  acres  of  land;  and,  upon  further  evidence,  the  case  was  submitted 
for  final  decision  and  the  title  confirmed. 

The  board  adjiiurncd  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wedxesday,  Oclobcr  13,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Wales 
I'S.  The  United  States,  for  2,375  acres  of  land,  and,  after  examining  Horatio  S.  Dexter  therein,  recommended 
the  same  to  Congress  for  confirmation,  the  Hon.  George  Murraj'  difl'ering. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursd.w,  October  14,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  mcml>ors. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq  ,  United  States  attornej-  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Mr.  Drysdale,  attorney  for  claimant,  obtained  leave  and  fded  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Samuel  Cook 
to  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  on  the  claim  of  the  latter  for  100  acres,  confirmed  the  lltli  instant 

The  lioard  not  being  suflicientl^'  advised  of  and  concerning  the  case  of  George  Fleming  vs.  The 
United  States,  for  20,000  acres  of  land,  on  motion  of  the  district  attorney,  the  case  was  opened  for 
argument,  and  not  having  time  to  close  said  argument,  on  motion  of  counsel  it  was  deferred  until 
to-morrow. 

The  lioard  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  Odolicr  15,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  meml.iers. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  argument  in  the  case  of  George  Fleming's  heirs,  for  20,000  acres  of  land,  which  was  deferred 
for  this  day,  was  taken  up  ami  concluded. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Saturday,  October  10,  1S24. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for,  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  tin's 
day  under  their  order. 
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On  mutiou  of  the  United  States  attorney,  the  case  of  Gideon  Dupout's  heirs,  for  400  acres  of  land,  was 
opened  and  ordered  to  stand  over  for  further  investigation  until  Monday  next. 
The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  October  18,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Antonio  Canova.s,  jun.,  rs.  The  United  States,  for  C40  acres. 

This  case  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to  Congress  under  the  donation  act,  to  bo  measured  out  by  the 
surveyor  general  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  under  whicli  he  claims  his  title. 

Gideon  Dupont's  heirs,  for  400  acres  of  land.  On  motion  of  the  United  States  attorney,  this  case  was 
re-examined,  and  the  board  being  sufficiently  informed  of  the  same,  it  was  reconfirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  October  19,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  25th  instant, 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  October  25, 1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  October  26,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida, 'attended  the  board  this 
day  under  tlieir  order. 

Robert  Miller,  by  his  attorney,  Belton  A.  Copp,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  con- 
firmatidu  uf  title  to  040  acres  of  land,  situated  in  Duval  county,  on  an  island  called  Martin's  island.   Filed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  in. 

Wednesday,  October  21,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  tlie  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  in. 

Thursday,  October  28,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  tlie  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  the  United  States  attorney,  and  it  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board  that  William 
Reynolds  had  been  duly  subpcenaed  to  attend  the  board  of  land  commissioners  for  East  Florida,  to  testify 
on  tlie  part  of  tlic  United  States  in  the  case  of  Bernardo  Segui,  for  16,000  acres  of  land,  and  failed  to 
attend  the  said  board,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  secretary  issue  an  attachment  against  tlie  said 
William  Reynolds,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  East  Florida,  commanding  the  said  marshal  to  bring  the  said 
Reynolds  before  the  board  this  evening  at  4  o'clock. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Thursday  afternoon,  4  o'clock. 

Tlie  board  met.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  II.  Allen. 

Tlio  marshal  of  East  Florida  made  his  return  tliat,  agreeably  to  and  liy  virtue  of  the  attacliment 
directed  to  him  from  this  board,  he  had  William  Reynolds,  the  person  in  said  attachment  named,  in  his 
custody,  and  at  the  bar  of  the  board  of  commissioners.  Whereupon  the  said  Reynolds  was  asked  if  he 
had  any  excuse  to  ofler  for  not  obeying  a  writ  of  subpoena  directed  to  him,  and  requiring  him  (the  said 
Reynolds)  to  appear  before  this  board  to  testify  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  16,000  acres  of  land, 
and  the  said  Reynolds  oQisring  no  satisfactory  excuse  was  held  to  have  been  in  contempt;  but  the  board 
being  divided  as  to  the  expediency  of  detaining  the  said  William  Reynolds  any  longer  in  custody,  he  was 
discliarged. 

This  day  William  Reynolds  was  examined  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Bernardo 
Segui,  for  16,000  acres  of  land.     After  which  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,   October  29,  1824. 

The  lioard  met  tliis  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  it  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Saturday,   Oc/ohcr  30,  18'24, 

The  board  mot  this  ilay  pursuant  to  adjounimcut.     i'rescut:  all  the  incinlicrs. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  tVir  the  eastern  distriet  of  Klurida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Ko  business  appeariiii^-  before  the  buard,  it  adJuurniMl  until  Monday  ne.\t  at  10  o'eicjck  a.  ni. 

TiKsruY,  Niircnihi'r  2,   1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  [lursuant  to  adjeurnnient.     I'reseiit:  all  thi/  nieiubers. 

Edgar  Macon,  esip.  United  States  attorney  I'or  the  eastern  distriet  c.if  i-'lorida,  attended  the'  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing-  before  the  Ijoard,  it  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'ehjck  a.  ni. 

Thursd.w,  Niivcmhcr  4,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  all  tin;  mendiers. 

Edgar  Macon,  esip,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  distriet  of  Florida,  attendeil  tlic  board  this 
daj'  under  their  order. 

Mr.  Putnam,  attorney  for  claimant,  moved  that  the  order  of  contlrnnition  on  the  following  claims 
should  be  set  aside,  viz:  John  Jones  vs.  The  United  States,  for  100  acres  of  laml;  which  tract  of  land  was 
coufirmed  b_y  the  board  on  October  12,  1824.  It  was  tlierefore  ordered  by  the  board  that  the  secretary 
inform  Mr.  John  B.  Strong,  former  counsel  for  claimant,  that  the  said  case  would  stand  ojien  for  a  rehearing 
to-morrow  afternoon. 

Henry  Uartley,  by  his  attorney,  Isaac  N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  640  acres  of  land,  with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  E.  do  Van  Evour  in  favor  of 
memorialist,  dated  July  21,  1824;  also  an  affidavit  of  Joseph  Summerall,  dated  June  19,  1824.     Filed. 

James  James,  by  his  attorney,  Waters  Smith,  presented  his  qiemorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  G40  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Julington  creek;  when,  on  motion  of  claimant's 
attorney,  the  board  took  the  same  into  consideration,  and,  after  examining  Joseph  Summerall  and  Lewis 
Gardner  therein,  ordered  the  same  to  be  reported  to  Congress  under  the  donation  act. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

S-iTURD-VY  .vFTERXoo.v,  Xovcmher  6,   1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hon.  George  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  es(p,  L'nited  States  attorney  for  tiie  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

There  being  no  business,  the  board  was  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'chick  a.  m. 

Monday-,  November  8,  1824. 

The  board  met  tliis  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murraj'  and  William 
H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Putnam,  moving  the  board  to  set  aside  the  order  confirming  to  John  Jones  100  acres 
of  land,  was  this  day  taken  into  consideration  by  the  board,  and  ordered  to  be  continued  for  further  inves- 
tigation. 

Juan  Oliver  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  040  acres  of  land 
on  St.  John's  river,  near  Dunn's  lake.     Filed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesday,  November  10,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  lions.  George  Murray  and  William  II.  Allen. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  tlie  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

Thuesday,  November  11,   1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hon.  George  Murray. 
There  being  no  business,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  November  12,   1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hon.  George  Murraj'. 

Ordered,  That  the  cases  now  upon  the  docket  which  have  been  submitted,  and  those  which  have  been 
translated  and  read  before  the  board  as  prepared  for  trial,  shall  be  acted  upon  and  disposed  of  as  they 
stand  upon  the  docket  after  Monday  next,  unless  good  cause  can  be  shown  for  delay  or  a  continuance. 

The  board  adj(.un-ned  until  Monday  next,  15th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  ni. 

MoN*D.\Y',  November  15,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  dav  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  George  Murray  and  William 
H.  Allen.  .  . 
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Edj;-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  tlieir  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  Friday,  the  19th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Frid.vy,  November  10,   1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  George  Murray  and  William 
II.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  under 
their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  22d  instant, 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  November  22,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  William 
H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  attorney  for  claimant,  he  obtained  leave  to  amend  the  memorial  on  the 
following  claim,  viz:  Bartolo.  Maestre,  for  300  acres  of  land. 

The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  claim  of  Bernardo  Segui  vs.  The  United  States,  for  16,000 
acres  of  land,  and  examined  Francis  de  Medecis  as  witness  therein  on  the  part  of  the  claimant. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

Tuesday,  November  23,  1824. 

The  l>oard  met  this  day  pursuant  to-adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  William 
H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesday,  November  24,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  daj'  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  William 
H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

James  Ilagen  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land 
situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Miami.     Filed. 

Polly  Lewis  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land 
situated  about  one  mile  south  of  the  river  Miami,  near  Cape  Florida.     Filed. 

Jonathan  Lewis  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres 
situated  about  two  miles  south  of  the  river  Miami,  near  Cape  Florida.     Filed. 

Mrs.  Hagens  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  640  acres  of  land 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Miami,  near  Cape  Florida.     Filed. 

The  attorney  for  claimant  in  the  following  cases  obtained  leave,  and  amended  the  memorials  thereof, 
viz:  Pedro  de  Cala,  for  500  acres  of  land;  same,  for  200  acres  of  land. 

Lazaro  Ortega  vs.  The  United  States,  for  88  acres  of  laud.  This  case  being  called,  and  not  being 
prepared  for  trial,  was  laid  over. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursday,  November  25,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  William 
H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  claim  of  Bernardo  Segui,  esq.,  vs.  The  United  States,  for 
16,000  acres  of  land,  and  examining  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  Pedro  Miranda,  and  Eusebio  M.  Gomez  as 
witnesses  therein  on  the  part  of  the  claimant. 

_  The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  claims,  and  confirmed  the  same,  viz:  Seymour 
Picket,  for  350  acres  of  land;  Robert  Shepard,  for  100  acres  of  land;  Henry  Martin's  heirs,  for  400  acres 
of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

FRmAY,  November  26,  1824. 

The  board  met  tliis  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  "W^illiam 
11.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  oi'der. 

Robert  AValker  vs.  The  United  States,  for  100  acres  of  land  at  Mosquito.  Tiiis  case  being  called, 
after  cxaming  Gabriel  W.  Perpall  therein,  the  Ijoard  confirmed  the  same. 

Robert  (Jilbert  iw.  The  United  States,  for  100  acres  of  land  on  Matanza  river.  This  case  came  by  its 
attorney,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  was  confirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 
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MoxDAV,  Nnvi-tnher  29,  1824. 

The  board  met  thi.s  da_v  pursuant  tn  ailiuuriimeut.  I'resent:  the  llon.s.  (jcorgc  Murray  and  William 
n.  Allen. 

Edg'ar  Macon,  esq..  United  State.s  attorney  lor  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  apiK-aring  before  the  lioard,  the  same  was  adjiiurne(l  until  tu-morrdw  at,  11  o'ehnk 
a.  ni. 

TuEsn.w,  Xovcmhcr  3(1,  182-1. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  I'resent:  the  lions.  Davis  Floytl  and  (ieorg-e 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing-  before  the  board,  it  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

"WKDNEsn.vY,  December  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Pedro  Cocifacio  iv.  The  LTnited  States,  for  522  acres  of  land  on  Guana  crock.  This  case  being  called, 
came  by  its  attorney',  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

On  motion  of  the  attorneys,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  cases,  and  confirmed 
the  same,  viz: 

Gabriel  Priest,  500  acres  on  Black  creek,  St  John's  river;  and  Edward  il.  Wanton,  (500  acres  on 
Coleson's  creek,  St.  John's  river. 

The  board  reconsidered  the  case  of  Robert  Gilbert  f.5.  The  United  States,  for  100  acres  of  land  on 
Matanzas  river,  which  was  confirmed  the  26tli  ultimo;  and  as  it  was  found  that  said  tract  was  undefined 
in  quantity,  it  was  therefore  ordered  tliat  the  same  be  recommended  to  Cong-ress. 

Emanuel  D.  Mott,  for  640  acres,  under  the  donation  act.  This  case  coming  in  for  adjudication,  and 
the  board  rejecting,  as  evidence,  affidavits  ofl'ered  in  evidence  by  claimant,  ui)on  the  motion  of  claimant  by 
his  attorney,  it  is  ordered  that  this  case  stand  confirmed,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  introduce  witnesses, 
and  that  the  same  are  ordered  to  be  subpreuaed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursday,  December  2,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  daj'  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  claimant,  by  his  attorney,  the  board  took  into  consideration  the  case  of  Nicholas 
Estefanopoly  vs.  The  United  States,  for  2,500  acres  of  land;  and  examined  Francis  Ferreira,  Bernardo 
Segui,  and  Jose  B.  Reyes,  as  witnesses  therein  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  which  was  submitted,  as  also 
the  claim  of  Isaac  N.  Cox  for  500  acres,  being  part  of  the  above  claim. 

Joseph  S.  Sanchez  rs.  The  United  States,  for  20  acres  of  land  on  Anastasia  island.  The  attorney  for 
claimant  obtained  leave  and  presented  the  foregoing  claim  for  adjudication;  and  the  board  not  being 
sufficiently  advised  concerning  said  claim,  it  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  continued  for  further  investiga- 
tion. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  December  3,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing  before  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  H  o'clock 
a.  m. 

Saturday,  December  4,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  6th  instant,  at  11  o'clock 
a.  m. 

MoxD.vY,  December  6,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Mr.  Drj-sdale  obtained  leave,  and  filed  the  following  documents,  viz: 

Robert  Harvey  Simpson  and  Ann  Simpson,  his  wife,  claim  for  5,000  acres  of  land.  Original  grant, 
and  certificate  of  no  compensation  having  been  made  by  the  British  government. 

John  Holland  and  Jane  Holland,  his  wife,  claim  for  5,000  acres  of  land.  Original  grant,  and  certificate 
of  no  compensation  by  the  British  government. 

Elihu  Hall  Bay  and  Margaret  Bay,  claim  for  5,000  acres  of  land.  Original  grant,  and  certificate  of  no 
compensation  by  the  British  government. 
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The  heir.s  of  Andrew  Turnbull,  various  claims.  Certificate  that  no  compensation  was  ever  made  by 
tlie  Britisli  government  for  any  lands  executed  to  Andrew  Turnbull,  and  certified  copy  of  Dr.  Andrew 
Tunibull's  will. 

James  Marshall,  in  a  claim,  filed  certificate  of  no  compensation  by  the  British  government. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  December  1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjourmnent.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edo-ar  Macon,  esq.,  Uiiited  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjimrned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock. 

Wedxesd.w,  December  i,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  JIacon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock. 

Thursday,  December  9,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  luider  their  order. 

William  Evans,  by  his  attorney,  James  Hughes,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  con- 
firmation of  title  to  640  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  on  Durbin's  creek,  on  the  road 
leading  from  St.  Augustine.     Filed. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  took  under  consideration  the  claim  of  John  Jones  for 
G40  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act;  and  examined  Samuel  Fairbanks  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  therein,  and  the  claim  was  submitted. 

The  board  took  under  consideration  the  claim  of  Emanuel  D.  ilott  for  G40  acres  of  land  under  the 
donation  act;  and  the  affidavits  of  Samuel  Fairbanks  and  John  Jones  were  read  as  evidence  therein,  and 
the  claim  was  submitted. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  December  10,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  ])ursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Jlacon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  imder  their  order. 

The  board  was  this  day  occupied  in  making  up  their  report  to  Congress,  and  no  other  business 
appearing,  it  was  adjourned  imtil  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Saturday,  December  11,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Jose  Simon  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States,  for  20  acres  of  land  on  Anastasia  island.  This  case  being 
called  up,  on  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  memorial  thereof  was  amended,  and  the  board  confirmed 
the  same,in  favor  of  tlie  heirs  of  Francis  X.  Sanchez. 

Elihu  Woodruff  and  others,  for  350  acres  of  land  on  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  New  Buena 
Vista.  In  this  case  it  was  ordered,  upon  motion  of  claimants'  attorney,  that  the  case  be  opened,  and  the 
same  be  reinstated  on  the  docket. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  December  13,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  board  took  into  consideration  the  case  of  John  D.  Vaughn,  for  950  acres  of  land  situated  on 
Nassau  river,  and  confirmed  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  December  14,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  appearing,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  15,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day 
under  their  order. 

Joseph  Uigginbottom,  by  his  attorney.  Waters  Smith,  jjresentcd  liis  memorial  to  this  bcfard,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  (540  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  on  the  upper  lauding  of 
Little  St.  Mary's  river.     Filed. 
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Ifoiiry  Sovonnoy,  by  his  iittonioy,  Waters  Smith,  proscntccl  his  nicninrial  tn  tliis  lM,:n-.l,  |.iiiyiiii;-  nni- 
firniatiiiii  of  titU>  to  (UO  acres  ol'  hind,  iinik'r  tiie  tloiuitiim  act,  situati'il  on  the  wrst,  siiic  i.TSi.  .Inhn's  ri\rr, 
two  ami  a  lialf  miles  iiortli  of  Jacksonville.     l''ilej. 

jMary  Lewis,  by  her  attorney,  Waters  Sniilli,  |iresent('il  licr  memorial  to  lliis  lioanl,  |ii  ayin.u- eonliniia- 
tiou  of  title  to  040  acres  ul'  laml,  nnder  llir  ilonaliou  acl,  situatod  mi  the  ii\ia-  Miami,  near  Cape 
Floriiia.     File.l. 

John  1'.  Braddock,  by  his  attorney,  Waters  Smith,  iireseuled  his  in<'morial  to  tliis  board,  jirayinp;  con- 
iirmation  of  title  to  tl40  acres  of  land  under,  the  donation  act,  situated  on  ijic'  south  side  of  Little  St. 
Mary's  rivor.     Filed. 

The  board  took  into  consideration  the  (daim  of  James  l!i/.  and  others,  t'nr  li-iO  acri's  (.f  land,  silnatod 
at  I'icolata,  on  St.  JcpIui's  river,  and  produced  as  I'vickuice  therein  the  df|iositions  of  (;corfj;e  Coli's  ami 
Horatio  S.  Hexter;  and  the  board  beiui;'  l"ully  advised  of  and  C(uicerniny  the  case,  it  was  ordered  tn  bo 
reported  to  Coii^-ress  under  the  donation  act. 

^Lirj^aret  Acosta  tv.  The  I'liited  States,  for  (i4()  acres  of  laiul,  situated  north  and  withoiil  the  ,i;'ates  of 
the  city  of  St.  Augnistine. 

The  claimant  produced  as  evidence  in  said  case  the  depositions  of  John  fiiaiiopoly  and  I'eter  .Masters; 
and  the  board  not  being-  sufficientlj'  advised  therein,  ordered  the  same  to  be  continued. 

William  Hardin  c*.  The  United  States,  for  six  lots  of  land,  situated  at  a  place  calleil  St.  Anthony,  St. 
Joiiii's  river.  On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  took  into  consideration  the  said  claim,  and, 
after  examining  Joseph  Hag'en  therein,  contirmeil  the  same  to  the  widow  and  other  heirs  of  Uriah  Howden. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tiu'Rsn.w,  JXvrmlirr  \i\  1S24. 

The  board  met  this  day  ]iursuant  to  adjournment.     I'rescnt:   all  tli(^  mendiers. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attendeil  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  board  was  this  day  occupied  in  making  out  their  report  to  Congress. 

No  other  business  appearing',  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  December  1 1,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  ailjpuirnmcnt.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Eilgar  Macon,  es(p,  United  States  ;ittorney  for  tlie  eastern  district  of  Fku'ida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  board  was  this  daj'  occupied  in  making-  out  their  report  to  Congress. 

No  other  business  appearing-,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  ;it  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

*  Saturp.vy,  December  18,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:   all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  Antelni  Gay  r.-t.  The  United  States  for  a  lot  of 
land  in  Feruaudina,  Amelia  island,  and  coniirnied  the  same. 

The  case  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  for  G35  acres  of  land,  was  reconsidered  and  rcconlirmed  by  the 
board. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  20th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

MoXD.iY,  Decemher  20,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:   all  the  memliers. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following-  cases  were  this  day  reconsidered  and  reconfirmed  by  the  boaid,  viz: 

James  and  Emanuel  Ormond,  2,000  acres;  Frarjcis  Avice,  115  acres;  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  455 
acres. 

The  board  reconsidered  the  following  eases,  and  recommended  the  same  for  confirmation,  viz: 

Michael  Crosby's  heirs,  2,000  acres;  same,  500  acres;  Francis  P.  Sanchez,  250  acres;  Shadrick 
Standley,  300  acres.     The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  these  cases,  and  confirmed  the  same. 

Jos'eph  Summerall  vs.  The  United  States,  for  150  acres  of  laud.  There  not  appearing  sufficient 
evidence  in  the  opinitm  of  the  board  to  confirm  said  claim,  the  same  was  rejected. 

Daniel  C.  Hart  c.s.  The  United  States,  for  150  acres  of  land.  The  board  reconsidered  said  case,  and 
ordered  that  the  same  lie  over  for  further  investigation. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TuESD.vY,  December  21,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Mary  Ann  Davis  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  175  acres  of  land,  situated  on  an  island  called  Key 
Biticai/nu,  one  of  tlie  Florida  kej-s. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  this  case  was  calleil  and  confirmed  by  the  Ixiard. 

The  fioard  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  Xicolasa  Gomez's  heirs  cs.  The  United  States,  for 
1,200  acres,  situated  at  Hillsboro'  river,  and  confirmed  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  (_i'cIock  a.  m. 
VOL.  IV 54  c 
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WEnxESDAY,  December  22,  1824. 

TliG  board  met  this  dav  punsuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  board  was  this  day  occupied  in  makin.f?  out  tlieir  report  to  Congress. 
The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TiR-RSDAY,  December  23,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment      Present:  all  the  members. 

Ed"-ar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  December  24,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  L'nited  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  took  into  consideration  the  case  of  Bartolome  do  Castro  y 
Ferrer  i-.s.  The  United  States,  for  2,2G6J  acres  of  land,  situated  at  San  Pablo,  about  forty  miles  north  of 
St.  Aur'-ustine,  and,  Francis  J.  Fatio  being  examined  therein,  the  board  confirmed  the  same. 

The  board  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  claims  of  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredoudo  &  Son  for 
four  leagues  of  land  to  each  wind,  and  Peter  Mitchell's  claim  for  one-fourth  of  the  said  four  leagues, 
situated  at  Alachua,  and  ordered  that  the  same  be  reported  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 

The  board  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  December  28,  1824. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney,  attended  the  board  this  day  under  their  order. 

Samuel  Clark  and  George  S.  Brew  cs'.  The  United  States,  for  3,000  acres  of  land,  situated  on  St. 
Mary's  river.     The  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  said  claim,  and  confirmed  the  same. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  took  under  consideration  the  following  claims,  and  recom- 
mended the  same  for  confirmation,  viz: 

Joseph  F.  White,  two-thirds  of  2,000  acres;  same,  two-thirds  of  1,800  acres;  Henry  Eckford,  1,000 
acres. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  took  up  the  claim  of  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  for 
2,000  acres  of  land,  and  confirmed  the  same.  , 

The  following  claims,  as  being  part  of  F.  M.  Arredondo  &  Son's  grant  of  four  leagues  of  laud  to  each 
wind,  situated  in  Alachua,  were  this  day  recommended  by  the  board  for  confirmation,  viz: 

Alexander  M.  Muir  ct  al.,  in  trust  for  the  Florida  Association,  for  30,120  acres;  N.  Brush,  10,000 
acres;  Elisha  Huntington,  10,000  acres;  same,  2,000  acres. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  Mary  Acosta  vs. 
The  United  States,  for  640  acres  of  land,  situated  within  the  1,500  varas  north  of  the  city  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  confirmed  to  said  claimant  341i  English  yards  in  front  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  and  in  depth 
running  to  the  North  river. 

We  certify  that  the  foregoing  sheets  contain  a  correct  transcript  from  the  minutes  of  the  board  of 
land  commissioners  since  the  last  report  to  Congress. 

DAVIS    FLOYD. 
GEORGE   MURRAY. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 

Test:  F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

St.  Augustine,  Januanj  I,  1825. 


18th  Congress.]  No.   455.  [2d  Session. 

LANDS  TO  BE  TAXED  BY  THE  STATES  AFTER  SALE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  26,   1825. 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  of  May  24, 
1824,  proposing  "that  the  several  States  which  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  under  any  com- 
pact prohibiting  such  States  from  levying  and  collecting  a  tax  on  land  for  five  years  next  succeeding 
the  sale  of  such  land  by  the  United  States,  shall  be  severally  permitted,  whenever  they  may  deem  it 
expedient,  to  subject  all  lands  hereafter  sold  by  the  United  States  within  their  respective  limits  to 
the  same  tax  that  they  may  levy  and  collect  on  lands  not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  such  compact," 
reported : 

That  the  first  compact  securing  the  exemption  from  taxation  mentioned  in  the  resolution  was  entered 
ipto  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  United  States  upon  the  admission  of  that  State  into  the  Union.     A 
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similar  stipulation  has  been  entered   into  witli  each  State  siiiee  ailniitteil   intu   llie   rniim    in  wliiili   the 

United  States  were  pi)Ssessod  of  public  lands.      At  the  lime  of  makini;'  thiis<'  eiJiitraels  the  \  iist  (|i liliis 

of  uninhabited  public  lands  were,  and  still  cnntinue  to  lie,  of  uroat  im|H.rtami'  In  ihi-  Initrd  Slalcs  in 
respect  hoth  to  the  .settlement  of  those  lands  and  the  revnnir  tn  he  deri\<'d  ['imw  Uic  sah-  of  iIumm. 

To  ailbrd  every  reasonable  facility  and  eneoura,ii;em<'nt  eah-nhited  to  clleet  these  olijeets  has  heen  at 
all  times  the  evident  policy  and  interest  of  the  governmrnt.  'I'lie  nutans  adopted  lia\-e  been  the  sale  nl' 
the  public  lands.  To  liold  out  every  proper  inducement  to  purchasers  was  the  object  of  the  t'nited  States 
in  framing  its  land  system,  which,  in  alf-'the  subsecpient  legislation  on  that  subject,  lias  nc\cr  been  hi.st 
sight  of.  This  exemption  from  taxation  was  no  doid.it  intended  to  be  an  induceiiieiif  to  purcliasers,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  secure  to  the  government,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  ])aynient  of  the  piiri-hase  money  bv  pre- 
venting any  part  of  the  means  of  the  debtor  from  being  drawn  fn.un  liim  by  taxation  during  the  time  uiven 
him  to  comply  with  his  engagement  to  the  government. 

This  arrangement  with  the  States  was,  theri'fore,  unquestionably  politic,  and  has,  without  doulit,  iiad 
its  cflect,  among  other  causes,  in  advancing  the  settlement  of  the  country.  Under  rei-ent  modilieations, 
however,  of  the  land  system,  this  exemption  from  taxation  has  entirely  ceased  to  opiTate  as  a  security  I'or 
the  payment  of  tlie  purchase  money,  and,  in  the  o])inion  of  the  committee,  has  also  ceased  to  be  an  indm-i'- 
ment  of  any  serious  moment  with  the  ]iurchaser  that  would  in  any  casi'  be  likely  to  deteniiiiie  him  to 
purchase  or  deter  him  from  doing  so.  Under  the  credit  system,  when  the  pnicliaser  took  upon  himself  a 
debt  equal  to  all  his  means  and  ability  to  discharge  during  the  term  of  creilit  given  him,  he  udglit  be 
deterred  from  entering  into  the  contract  with  the  government,  if  any  portion  of  his  resources  were  lialde  to 
be  diverted  into  another  channel.  Since  the  abolition  of  credit,  when  the  ]iurchaser  no  longer  anticipates 
his  means,  but  pays  when  he  purchases,  it  would  seem  that  a  liability  to  contribute,  in  common  with  his 
fellow-citizens,  to  the  support  of  the  g'overnment  from  which  he  receives  the  same  i-unniinn  protection  they 
enjoy,  would  not  enter  into  his  calculation  in  nndiing  his  contract.  Your  committee  know  of  no  State  in 
the  Union  in  which  a  system  of  taxation  prevails  burdensome  to  its  ]ieople,  or  that  could  for  a  moment 
deter  any  person  intending  to  become  an  actual  settler  from  purchasing  land  lor  the  purpose  of  settlement. 
The  committee,  from  the  view  they  have  taken  of  the  object  of  the  resolution,  cimnot  see  that  the  interest 
of  the  general  govennnent  would  be  in  any  way  injuriously  atl'ected  by  granting  to  the  States  the 
proposed  authority  to  levy  taxes  upon  all  lands  hereafter  sold  by  the  Uniteil  States.  The  ab(jlition  of 
credit  has  rendered  the  exeinjition  from  taxation  subsequent  to  the  sale  i.if  the  public  laud  of  little  or  no 
value  to  the  general  govennnent,  while  its  ojieration  upon  the  States  that  are  parties  to  the  conqiact 
remains  uninfluenced  by  this  modification  of  the  land  system.  The  effect  in  those  States  where  the  imMii' 
lands  have  been  recently  brought  into  market  and  meet  with  a  rapid  sale  is  to  impose  u])on  a  part  'A'  the 
community,  perhaps  a  minority,  the  burden  incident  to  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  government  of 
the  whole.  The  expense  of  every  g'overnment  must  necessarily  bear  some  proportion  to  its  poptdation, 
and  the  former  has  generally  been  found  to  keep  pace  in  its  increase  with  the  increase  of  the  latter.  In 
most  of  the  new  States,  with  the  greatest  abundance  of  real  estate,  there  is  very  little  personal  ]iroperty. 
and  that  little  requires  to  be  fostered.  The  consequence  of  this  has  been,  and  must  continue  to  be,  that 
the  revenue  of  their  governments  has  been  derived  almost  exclusively  from  land  taxation.  An  immunity 
from  taxation  enjoyed  by  a  large  class  of  citizens  will  necessarily  lead  to  on(.'  of  two  results:  either  to 
impose  an  undue  burden  of  taxes  upon  a  part  of  the  community,  or  occasion  the  necessary  revenue  for 
the  supptirt  of  government  to  lie  anticipated  by  contracting  a  public  debt  to  avoid  this  unequal  burden, 
and  in  this  way  increase  the  tax  of  the  purchaser  of  the  public  land  so  soon  as  Ids  exemption  terminates. 

The  State  of  Ohio  furnishes  a  striking  illustration  of  the  operation  of  this  compact,  and  of  what  will 
be  its  probable  operation  in  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  some  of  the  other  new  States,  for  some  years  to  come. 
For  the  first  fifteen  years  after  the  admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union  the  population  of  that  State  more 
than  doubled  every  five  years;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  during  tiiat  time  less  than  one-half  of 
its  people  were  obliged  to  bear  the  whole  expeu.se  of  the  government.  This  is  a  state  tif  things  tliat  ought 
not  to  exist  without  some  good  reason,  and  ought  to  terminate  when  the  reason  ceases.  The  committee,  not 
being  able  to  foresee  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States  will  be  likely  to  sufler  any  injury,  and  that  an 
invidious  inequality  in  the  taxation  of  those  States  where  large  quantities  of  public  lands  may  be  si.ild  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  will  be  abolished  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  reconnnend  it  to  the  House 
accordingly  for  adoption. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   456.  [1st  Skssiov. 

BOUNTY    L  A  X  D    W  A  R  R  ANTS. 

COMMl'XIC.\TED  TO  CONGRESS,   BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  ST.\TES,   DECEMBER  fl,    182o. 

DEP.A.RTMENT  OF  W,\R,  Boimtij  Land  Office.  Xoremher  23,  182.5. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions,  I  herewith  hand  you  the  annual  report  of  the   business  of  this  office 
for  the  year  ending  the  22d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  with  great  respect,  sir,  vimr  most  obedient  servant, 

\VM.  iM.  STEU-ART,  Ckrk. 
Hon.  J.\MES  Barbour,  Secretary  of  ^^'a.r. 
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Abstract  of  the  number  of  u-arranl!<  issued  for  military   bounty  lands  for  services  in  the  late  war,  from 
'Xoi-cmticr  '22,  lUii,  to  Nocemlier  22,  1825,  inclusive,  viz: 

1.  Authorized  by  tlie  act  of  December  24,  1811,  and  January  11,  1812 IGI 

2.  Authorized  by  the  act  of  February  6,  1812,  (volunteers,) 4 

3.  Authorized  by  the  act  of  December  10,  1814 3 

4.  Authorized  by  the  act  of  March  5,  1816 3 

Total m 

Number  of  warrants  df  the  first  and  second  description,  171  of  1  60  acres  each 27,360 

Number  of  warrants  of  the  third  description,  3  of  320  acres  each 960 

Number  of  warrauts  of  the  fourtli  description,  3,  (Canadian  vohinteers,) 800 

Total 29.120 

N.  B. — In  tliis  class  of  claims  officers  received  laud  in  different  proportions  from  privates. 

Return  of  claims  ichich  have  been  deposited  in  the  office  from    October   1,    1824,  to  September  30,   1825, 

inclusive,  viz: 

Discharg'es  and  posthumous  claims 494 

Discharges  on  file  at  date  of  last  report  awaiting  further  evidence  of  service,  &c 474 

Total 968 

Whereof  number  admitted  for  which  warrants  have  issued 166 

Whereof  number  returned  to  the  applicants  for  further  evidence,  or  rejected 336 

Whereof  number  remaining  on  file,  awaiting  further  evidence  of  service,  &c 466 

968 

The  number  of  claims  for  five  j'ears'  half-pay  pension,  in  lieu  of  bounty  land,  remaining  on  tile 

at  date  of  last  report,  awaiting  evidence  of  death  in  service,  &c.,  were 18 

Subsequently  called  up  and  admitted 3 

15 

The  number  of  "Canadian  volunteer''  claims  remaining  on  file  at  the  date  of  last  report,  await- 
ing further  evidence  of  right  to  claim,  were 128 

Subsequently  called  up  and  admitted 3 

125 

The  number  of  revolutionary  claims  on  file  at  date  of  last  report,  awaiting  additional  vouchers, 

were 97 

Received  from  October  1,  1824,  to  September  30,  1825,  inclusive 462 

559 

Disposed  of  as  follows,  viz: 

Rejected,  not  being  entitled  to  land,  or  which  had  been  previously  satisfied 386 

Admitted  as  being  entitled,  but  awaiting  additional  documents,  or  authority  to  call 

and  receipt  for  the  warrants 77 

Suspended  and  still  kept  on  file  till  known  to  what  line  of  the  army,  &c.,  they  were 

attached 52 

Number  of  warrants  issued 44 

559 

Viz:  ■  * 

First  class.— To  lieutenant  colonels,  two  of  450  acres  each 900  acres. 

Second  class. — To  surgeon,  one  of  400  acres 400  acres. 

Third  class.— To  captains,  eight  of  300  acres  each 2,400  acres. 

Fourth  class.— To  lieutenants,  twelve  of  200  acres  each 2,400  acres. 

Fifth  class. — To  ensign,  one  of  150  acres 150  acres. 

Sixth  class.— To  rank  and  file,  twenty  of  100  acres  each 2,000  acres. 

8,250  acres. 

There  are  fifty-nine  revolutionary  land  waiTants  issued  to  officers  and  privates  now  in  the  office, 
signed  by  Generals  Knox  and  Dearborn  when  they  were  at  the  head  of  the  department,  and  which  have 
not  yet  been  called  for. 

WM.  M.  STEUART,   Clerk. 

Department  of  War,  Bounty  Land  Office,  November  22,  1825. 


1825. 
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No.    457.  [IsT  Session. 


API'LICATIOX   OF   INDIANA    FOR   RELIEF   OF   PURCHASERS  AND   FOR   RFDrcTloN    1\ 

PRICE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMMl'XU'ATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    14,    1.S25. 
A  JOINT  KKSOLUTION  respecting  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Whereas  main*  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  purciiasers  of  public  hinds,  omitted  tn  take  advaiitagi'  of 
the  e.xteiided  credit  g'ranted  to  them  by  acts  of  Congress  under  certain  regulations — sonic  being  under  a 
moral  conviction  that  the  earnings  of  honest  labor  wouhl  enable  them  to  accomplish  the  original  ])nrchase, 
and  others  being  ignorant  of  the  requisition  reipiircd,  ot'  applying  to  the  register  of  their  land  district  and 
filing  an  aiiplication  under  the  law,  to  benelit  by  its  enactments;  whereas  the  honest  purposes  of  many 
citizens  have  l.ieen  frustrated  by  the  increased  depression  of  the  staple  productions  of  our  soif  the  scarcity 
of  money,  and  the  price  of  both  real  and  [lersonal  property,  and  even  the  hope  of  others  has  darkened  into 
despair  by  the  authorized  construction  given  to  acts  jiasscd  for  their  relief,  which  restricts  all  relinquisli- 
meuts  received  in  payment  to  such  certificates  as  were  registered  for  extended  credit;  and  whereas  it 
cannot  be  the  policy  or  the  interest  of  the  general  government  to  e.xact  a  forfeiture  of  money  for  property 
which,  in  many  cases,  reverts,  with  improvements,  without  any  wilful  delinipiency,  and  solely  on  account 
of  paralyzed  enterprise  and  general  distress,  but  must  rather  be  its  aim  and  desire  to  grant  equitable 
relief  to  all:     Therefore — 

Hesulrcd  hij  the  general  assemhli^/  of  the  State  nf  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  lie  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  exertions  to  extend  the  salutary-  efi'ects  of  laws  heretotore 
passed  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  land  to  all  holders  of  certiticati's  who  faile<l  to  file  their  appli- 
cation for  extended  credit,  that  they,  or  their  legal  representatives,  shall  In-realter  be  allowed  to  apply  the 
instalments  paid  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  privileges  as  they  could  now  do  il  ihey  had  filed 
tlieir  application  for  credit  with  the  register  of  their  respective  land  districts. 

lie^olved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  preamble  and  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  as  soon  as  convenient,  with  a  request  that  they  may  present  the  same  to  the  Uousc  of 
Representatives,  of  which  they  are  members. 

STEPHEN  C.  STEVENS,  Sjyealvr  cf  the  House  of  liepresentatives. 
JAMES  B.  RAY,  Fresident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 


Approved  January  21,  1825. 


WILLIAM  HENDRICKS. 


State  of  Indiana,  Seeretari/'ti  Office. 

I,  William  W.  Wick,  secretary  of  state  for  the  State  aforesaid,  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct 
and  faithful  copy  of  the  original  roll  on  file  in  this  i.iffice.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  alHxed  the  seal  of'the  State  aforesaid,  this  28th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  L(.rd  1825. 

[l.  s.]  \VM.  W.  wick. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresen  tat  ires  of  the  United  States  in  Conr/ress  assemtjJed  : 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respectfully  submit  to  the  considin-a- 
tion  of  your  honorable  body  the  cases  of  many  of  our  citizens  whose  lands  were  forfeited  to  the^  govern- 
ment 2}''ior  to  the  passage  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  pulilic  lands. 
The  several  acts  of  indulgence  passed  by  Congress  within  the  last  four  j-ears,  whereby  thousands  of  our 
citizens  have  been  rescued  from  impending  ruin,  and  a  comfortable  home  secured  for  themselves  and 
families,  have  not  only  accorded  with  a  just  and  benevolent  policy,  but  have  <dicited  towards  the  general 
government  the  warmest  gratitude  of  a  great  and  rising-  connnuuity.  So  far  as  sacrifices  made,  hardships 
endured,  and  dangers  encountered,  constitute  claims  on  the  tenderness  and  forbearance  of  government, 
it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  early  settlers  and  first  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  in  our  western 
wilderness  present  a  more  emphatic  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  government  than  the  great  majority  of 
of  those  who,  at  a  later  period,  received  its  indulgence  on  a  view  of  the  several  considerations  which  the 
history  of  our  settlements  renders  familiar  to  many  of  your  honorable  body,  and  whii'h  cannot  fail  to 
strike\he  representatives  of  the  people  with  their  just  force.  Your  memorialists  are  induced  respectfully 
to  suggest  the  expediency  of  permitting,  by  law,  those  individuals  who,  prior  to  the  act  of  ('ongress  tor 
relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  passed  in  1821,  sufl'ered  a  forfeiture  of  lands  on  which  one  or  more 
payments  had  been  made  to  apply  the  amount  of  tlieir  forfeitures  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  confining 
them  to  the  districts  wherein  the"  forfeitures  accrued.  In  connexion  with  this  subject  your  memorialists 
beg  leave  to  introduce  another  suggestion  of  still  greater  importance  to  the  interests  ot  the  State.  They 
would  respectfully  submit  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of  public  lands  in  those  districts  where 
they  have  been  otiered  for  sale  for  ten  or  more  years,  and  ha've  not  yet  found  purchasers. 

In  many  of  the  oldest  counties  of  this  State  there  are  extensive  tracts  of  lands  of  an  inferior  quality, 
which  it  cannot  be  expected  will  find  purchasers  whilst  they  are  held  at  the  same  prices  for  ^y]lich  lands 
of  the  best  (juality  can  be  procured.  These  lands,  if  not  brought  into  market  by  a  reduction  of  the  prices, 
will  either  remain  in  a  wilderness  state,  or  be  deprived  of  all  value  by  interlojiers  and  trespassers,  whose 
rude  and  transient  settlements  are  a  nuisance  to  society,  and  directly  tend  to  the  discouragement  and 
suppression  of  all  honest  industry  and  enterprise.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  a  course  of  policy  that 
shoulil  favor  the  compactness  of  our  settlements  rather  than  their  extension  would  be  productive  of  the 
happiest  eflects.  The  natural  curiosity  and  adventurous  spirit  of  our  citizens  have  hitherto  prompted 
and   will   Continue  to   invite  large   numbers   to  the   extreme   verge   of   civilization.     It  is   the   policy  of 
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1 
enlightened  legislation  to  curtail  this  unlimited  range,  and,  I13'  social  allurements,  to  reclaim  our  wanderino-        I 
tribes  to  the  blessings  of  humanity  and  refinement.     This  is  alone  to  be  eflected  by  increasing  and 
multiplying  the  means  of  education;  and,  to  enable  our  citizens  to  enjoy  these  means  in  their  full  extent,        ' 
the  settlements  of  our  country  must  become  more  compact.     In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  it  is  believed        | 
that  the  government  would  gain  rather  than  lose  by  the  measure  proposed.     If  the  price  of  inferior  lands 
in  the  old  districts  continue  the  same,  very  few  will  be  sold.    It  is  not  indulging  a  spirit  of  rash  conjecture 
to  say  that  future  sales  at  the  present  prices  will  not  more  than  defray  the  expenses  of  the  oflBcers  in  such        1 
districts;  whereas,  if  the  pi  ice  is  reduced  to  one-half  or  a  third  of  the  present  standard,  numerous  sales 
will  be  eflected,  and  the  interest  of  the  mone_y  accruing  on  the  sales  will  insure  a  greater  profit  to  the 
government  than  can  reasonably  be  expected  from  adhering  to  the  present  order  of  tilings. 

This  reduction  would  furnish  strong  motives  to  many  a  parent  to  enlarge  his  domain  in  such  manner 
as  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  his  children  around  him.     It  would  check  that  spirit  of  avarice  which         1 
severs  the  dearest  ties  of  blood  and  friendship   in  quest  of  remote  wilds.     It  would  foster  the  spirit  of 
fellowshii)    and    kindred   feeling    by   uniting    in    harmonious    neighborhoods    friends    and    kindred,    and 
enable  them  to  realize,  in  a  much  shorter  time,  the  rich  advantages  and  social  enjoj'ments  of  our  parent         j 
States.     If  the  suggestion  hazarded  by  the  general  assemblj'  should  be  favorably  received  and  acted 
upon,  the  tide  of  emigration  maj'  not  move  so  rapidly,  Init  it  will  never  retrograde;  for  the  loss  of  life         j 
and  health,  which  is  the  frequent  consequence  of  the  exjiosures  necessary  in  making  new  settlements  ! 

would  seldom  be  witnessed,  and  the  discouragements  which  these  losses  occasion  would  cease  to  retard  j 
the  improvement  of  our  country.  By  the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  government  would  be  enabled  I 
in  a  few  j-ears  to  discontinue  several  land  offices  which  must  shortly  become  a  burden;  our  State  would  ] 
derive  the  most  sensible  advantage  from  the  superior  compactness  of  its  settlements;  society  would  be  I 
ameliorated  by  the  facilities  aftbrded  to  education;  and  the  L^nion  at  large  receive  a  vast  accession  of  j 
moral  and  political  strength.  In  ofi'ering  the  preceding  suggestions  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable 
body,  the  general  assembly  disavow  and  disclaim  the  sliglitest  intentions  of  dictating  a  course  of  legisla-  , 
tion  which  is  safely  confided  to  your  superior  wisdom.  They,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens,  have  I 
largely  exjierienced  the  munificent  policy  of  the  general  government,  and  will  be  the  last  to  distrust  the  ! 
equitable  spirit  by  which  the  afl'airs  of  the  Union  are  administered. 

DAVID  H.  MAXWELL,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JAMES  B.  KAY,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern. 
Approved  January  .30,  1824. 

WILLIAM  HENDRICKS. 
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APPLICATION  OF   MISSOURI  IN  FAVOR  OF   ACTUAL  SETTLERS,  AND  FOR  FIELD  NOTES, 
PLATS,  AND  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

COMiroNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    14,    1825. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bejn-esentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  represents:  That,  notwithstanding 
the  liberality  of  the  general  government,  it  is  believed  that  there  are  many  persons  who  had  migrated  to 
the  then  district  of  upper  Louisiana,  now  State  of  Missouri,  before  the  change  of  government,  who  were 
actually  here  on  December  20,  1803;  but,  owing  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country  then  and  their 
individual  circumstances,  the  laws  of  Congress  heretofore  have  not  embraced  their  case.  Those  persons 
who  had  removed  from  other  States  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  lands  whereon  to  settle  their 
families,  but  finding  that  the  article  of  provision  was  very  scarce,  in  general  the  population  small  and 
scattering,  and  the  savages,  though  professedly  friendly,  were  so  numerous,  and  frequently  committing 
depredations  on  the  stock  of  the  inhabitants  in  such  manner  as  to  excite  suspicion  and  occasion  alarms, 
particularly  among  the  women  and  children,  in  sucli  manner  as  to  prevent  in  some  instances  families  from 
residing  on  the  land  selected  for  that  purpose;  while  some  were  influenced,  as  above,  to  remain  with  or 
near  their  friends  for  the  sake  of  sustenance  and  protection,  others,  and  particularly  mechanics,  were 
obliged  to  betake  themselves  to  villages  for  tlic  same  object,  and  not  being  able  to  see  what  would  ulti- 
mately be  requisite  to  entitle  them  to  land  have  been  entirely  disappointed;  whereas,  if  they  had  not  been 
deterred  from  residing  on  the  place  of  their  choice  at  the  time  required  bj'  law,  their  clain>  would  have 
been  granted  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Your  memorialists,  therefore, 
respectfully  represent  that  in  all  cases  where  a  notice  has  been  filed,  according  to  law,  with  the  recorder 
of  land  titles,  and  where  such  persons  or  their  legal  representatives  remain  in  the  country,  it  would  be  an 
act  of  justice  and  lilieral  policy  in  your  honijrable  body  to  provide  further  for  claims  of  this  description 
as  you,  in  your  wisdom,  may  deem  reasonable  and  just. 

Jtrsolivd,  That  the  executive  of  tliis  State  be  required  to  cause  one  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  one  to  each  of 
our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

H.  S.  GEYER, 
Sjyeaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
A.  J    WILLIAMS, 
I'resident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved  January  2G,  1825.  FREDERICK  BATES. 


1825.J  CLAIM    OF    MAKQUl^^    1>  F-    .M  A  I  S  0  \    ROUGE.  431 


To  the  Senate  a>id  House  of  L'rpresentatives  of  th<'  United  States  hi  Congress  assenililid : 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri  most  respectlully  re|ireseiit  to  your  iioiioralilc  body 
that  the  people  of  this  State  labor  under  yreat  ineonvenience  reUitive  to  Iheir  lands.  At  picsenl  tliere  is 
but  one  olfice  in  the  State  from  which  full  iuforuiation  can  be  olitaiiieil  as  to  tiic  ]irccisc  boiiiKhiries  of 
much  of  our  land,  and  that  oflice  is  n(.it  under  the  control  of  the  State.  It  is  true  that  at  the  several  land 
offices  in  the  State  partial  inforuiatiou  may  be  obtained,  but  neitlier  are  these  under  the  cdiil  lul  of  the 
State.  Your  memorialists  fully  believe  that  the  prosperity  of  the  Uniou  is  deejjly  connected  witli  that  ol 
the  individual  States,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  this  Stat(!  would  be  g'reatly  promoted  by  having;',  under 
the  control  of  this  State,  a  complete  record  or  copy  of  the  field  mites,  plats,  and  descriptions  of  all  lands 
which  have  been  surveyed  in  this  State,  and  also  of  all  the  lands  in  the  State  which  may  hereafter  In; 
surveyed,  as  soon  as  maj'  be  convenient  after  such  surveys  are  completed. 

Such  a  record  would  greatly  aid  in  collecting-  the  revenue  of  the  State,  and  Wduld  prevent  nnnli 
future  litigation.  J'recisii>n  in  our  boundaries  and  clearness  in  our  titles  would  induce  emigratiim.  ami 
prosperity  would  ensue.  But  these  desirable  objects  cannot  be  attained  in  any  other  way  tlian  tinm  the 
liberality  of  the  general  government.  Your  memorialists  b(dievc  that  the  expense  which  would  accrue  to 
the  United  States  by  the  appointment  of  a  few  additional  clerks  for  this  purpose,  wlm  slmulil,  undi.'r  the 
superintendence  of  the  surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  this  State,  make  for  this  State  such  a  record 
or  cop}',  would  be  very  inconsiderable,  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  great  good  that  would  result 
to  this  State  therefrom.  Such  record,  when  obtained,  it  is  contemplated  to  lile  with  tlie  auditor  of  public 
accounts,  and  from  thence  to  send  unto  each  county  in  this  State,  to  the  recorder  in  such  county,  a  com- 
plete record  of  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  (if  such  county.  Your  memorialists  moreover  believe  that 
full  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  all  public  lands  being  thus  rendered  more  accessible  to  all  persons,  the 
sale  of  such  land  would  be  thereby  promoted.  All  of  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom,  discretion,  and 
liberality  of  your  honorable  body,  &c. 

II.  S.  GEYER, 
Speaker  of  the  Ha  use  of  Be/iresentatiees. 
B.  II.  REEVES, 

I'resident  of  tite  Senate. 

Approved  January  U,  1825.  FREDERICK  BATES. 

[The  following  letter  was  subsequently  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  (Jommittee  ou  Public  Lands 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  suiiject  of  the  foregoing  memorial:] 

Gexeral  L.wd  Office,  January  30,  1828. 

Sir:  I  return  you  the  memorial  of  the  State  of  Missouri  on  the  subject  of  a  i-ecord  of  lands  in  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

It  would  uu([uestionably  be  a  matter  of  great  accommodation  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  have  copies  of  all  records  in  relation  to  their  lands  difl'used  through  the  State;  and  I  perceive  no  objec- 
tion to  their  having  them  so  difl'used  at  their  own  expense.  If  the  government  undertake  to  incur  the 
expense  of  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  records  of  the  surveyors  office  to  the  State  of  Missduri,  it  will  neces- 
sarily be  compelled  to  extend  the  same  advantage  to  all  the  States  in  which  public  lands  have  been  soM. 

With  the  view  of  permanently  jireserving  the  field  notes  and  surveys,  and  to  guard  against  accidents 
by  increasing  the  number  of  these  records,  very  substantial  folio  volumes  were  some  time  since  procured 
by  this  office  and  forwarded  to  the  surveyor  general  of  St.  Louis,  with  instructions  to  have  all  the  field 
notes  and  surveys  recorded  in  them,  and  as  each  volume  was  completed  to  return  it  to  this  office. 

No  progress  has  been  made  as  j-et  in  making  these  records.  The  present  surveyor.  Colonel  McRee, 
having  lemnd  the  records  of  that  office  very  much  in  arrear,  has  not  had  time,  with  tlie  aid  of  the  clerks 
allowed,  to  make  out  the  records  necessary  for  the  use  of  his  office  and  to  attend  to  the  current  business; 
he  has  repeatedly  applied  for  additional  aid,  but  it  has  not  been  granted. 

The  regufation  above  referred  to  was  a  general  one,  but  from  a  variety  of  causes  no  progress  has 
been  made  in  executing  it,  except  in  the  State  of  Ohio.     When  these  records  shall  have  been  completed 
in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  respectively,  it  would  be  advisable  that  they  be  deposit(^d  either  perma- 
nently with  the  executive  of  each  State,  or  so  long  as  it  may  be  necessary  I'or  thein  to  have  copies  made. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Is.iCKS,  Chairmnn  Committee  on  Puliti<-  Lands,  Rouse  of  Bejiresentotives. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    459.  [1st  Sessio>t. 

CLAIM    OF    THE    MARQUIS   DE    MAISOX    ROUGE    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COirMTNICATED  TO  THE  IIOrSE  OF  REPRESEXT.\TIVES  DECEMBER   19,    1825. 

Mr.  Brext,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  tlic  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  the  Marquis  do  Maison  Rouge  to  a 
large  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Ouachita  and  Catahoula,  in  Louisiana,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  December  23,  1824,  reported: 

That  on  March  11,  1T95,  the  governor  of  Louisiana  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

We,  Francis  Lewis  Hector,  Baron  de  Carondelet,  knight  of  Malta,  l.irigadier  general  of  the  royal 
armies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  military  and  civil  governor  of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and   West 
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Florida;  Don  Francis  Kendon,  intendaiit  of  the  amiy,  and  deputy  superintendent  of  the  royal  domains  in 
the  said  provinces;  Don  Joseph  de  Orue,  knight  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  order  of  Charles  the  Third, 
principal  accountant  for  the  royal  chests  of  this  army,  exercising  the  functions  of  fiscal  of  the  royal 
domains,  declare  that  we  agree  and  contract  with  the  Sefior  Marqius  de  Maison  Rouge,  an  emigrant 
French  knight,  who  has  arrived  in  this  capital  from  the  United  States,  to  propose  to  us  to  bring  into 
these  provinces  thirty  famihes,  who  are  also  emigrants,  and  who  are  to  descend  the  Ohio  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  an  establishment  with  them  on  the  lands  bordering  upon  the  Washita,  designed  principally  for 
the  culture  of  wheat  and  tiie  erection  of  mills  for  manufacturing  flour,  under  the  following  conditions: 

1st.  We  ofler,  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  whom  God  preserve,  to  pay  out  of  the  royal 
treasury  two  hundred  dollars  to  every  family  composed  of  two  white  persons  fit  for  agriculture,  or  for  the 
arts  useful  and  necessary  to  this  establishment,  as  iiouse  or  ship  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  and  locksmiths- 
and  four  hundred  to  those  having  four  laborers;  and  in  the  satne  way  one  hundred  to  those  having  no 
more  than  one  useful  laborer  or  artificer,  as  before  described,  with  his  family. 

2d.  At  the  same  time  we  promise,  under  the  auspices  of  our  sovereign  monarch,  to  assist  them  forward 
from  New  Madrid  to  Washita  with  a  skilful  guide,  and  the  provisions  necessary  for  them  till  their  arrival 
at  their  place  of  destination. 

3d.  The  expenses  of  transportation  of  their  baggage  and  implements  of  labor,  which  shall  come  by 
sea  to  this  capital,  shall  be  paid  on  account  of  the  royal  domains,  and  they  shall  be  taken  on  the  same 
account  from  this  place  to  the  Washita,  provided  that  the  weight  shall  not  exceed  three  thousand  pounds 
for  each  family. 

4th.  There  shall  lie  granted  to  every  family  containing  two  white  persons  fit  for  agriculture  ton 
arpents  of  land,  extending  back  forty  arpents,  and  increasing  in  the  same  proportion  to  tliose  which  shall 
contain  a  greater  number  of  white  cultivators. 

5th.  Lastly,  it  shall  be  permitted  to  the  families  to  bring,  or  to  cause  to  come  with  them,  European 
servants,  who  shall  bind  themselves  to  their  service  for  six  or  more  years,  under  the  express  condition 
that,  if  tliey  have  families,  they  shall  have  a  right,  after  their  term  of  service  is  expired,  to  receive  a  grant 
of  land  proportioned  in  the  same  manner  to  their  numbers.  Thus  we  promise  as  we  have  here  stated; 
and  that  it  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  those  families  which  propose  to  transport  themselves  hitlier| 
we  sign  the  present  contract  with  the  aforesaid  Seiior  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  to  whom,  that  it  may 
be  made  plain,  a  certified  c(ipy  shall  be  furnished. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

FRANCIS  RENDON. 

JOSEPH  DE  ORUE. 

THE  MARQUIS  DE  MAISON  ROUGE. 

New  Ori.e.ws,  Marcli  \1,  1705. 

July  14,  in  the  same  year,  this  contract  was  approved  by  the  King  of  Spain. 

Having  laid  before  the  King  what  you  liave  made  known  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April  last.  No. 
44,  relative  to  the  contract  entered  into  with  the  Marquis  of  Maison  Rouge,  for  the  establislnnent  on  the 
Washita  of  the  thirty  families  of  farmers  destined  to  cultivate  wheat  for  the  supply  of  these  provinces, 
his  Majesty,  considering  tlie  advantages  wliicli  it  promises  compared  with  the  preceding,  has  been  pleased 
to  approve  it  in  all  its  parts.     By  his  royal  direction  I  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  information. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

GARDOQUI. 

Madrid,  July  14,  1195. 

To  the  Intendanl  of  Loumana : 

June  14,  1797,  Carlos  Trmleau,  survej'or  general,  certifies  toliave  measured  thirty  superficial  leagues 
for  the  said  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  as  ordered  by  the  governor  general. 

No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  general,  &c.,  certifies  to  liavo  measured,  in  favor  of  Marquis  de  Maison 
Rouge,  the  several  tracts  of  land  represented  in  those  parts  of  the  plat  shaded  with  vermilion,  whicli 
may  contain  thirty  superficial  leagues,  to  wit:  the  tract  No.  1,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  AVashita,  to  be 
taken  five  arpents  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  de  la  Chcnierc  au  Toudre,  and  thence  descending  to  the 
Bayou  Calumet,  with  a  corresponding  depth,  to  complete  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  superficial 
arpents;  the  tract  nuirked  No.  2,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  same  river,  conunencing  two  leagues  below  Fort 
Miro,  and  at  the  point  called  L'aine,  and  extending  one  league  below  the  Prairie  do  Lee,  with  a  correspond- 
ing depth,  to  conqilete  seventy  thousand  superficial  arpents;  the  tract  marked  No.  3,  to  be  taken  in  front 
of  the  Bayou  Loutre,  and  thence  on  a  line  south  75°  east,  to  the  Bayou  de  Liar;  which  line  to  the  Bayou 
de  Liar,  the  Bayou  Bartholemy,  and  the  river  Washita,  are  to  include  the  tract  No.  3;  No.  4,  on  the  right 
bank  of  Washita  river,  to  be  taken  in  front  of  the  entry  of  Bayou  Bartholemy;  thence  descending  the  river 
t(j  Baj-ou  la  Loutre,  with  such  depths  as  that  the  tracts  Nos.  3  and  4  shall  include  the  quantitj'  of  eight 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-fmu-  superficial  arjicnts,  which,  added  to  the  first  two  tracts,  makes  a 
total  superfice  of  two  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  fortj'-four  superficial  arpents,  equal 
to  the  above  said  thirty  leagues,  at  tlie  rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  toises  for  the  side  of  a  league, 
the  land  measure  in  this  province.  Being  well  understood,  that  the  land  which  may  be  included  in  the 
above,  either  by  title  in  form  or  first  decrees  of  concession,  are  not  to  be  counted  in  computing  the  pre- 
ceding thirty  leagues;  on  the  contrarj',  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  promises  to  be  of  no  detriment  to 
the  settlers  occupying  previously  any  part  of  the  land,  but  will  maintain  and  support  them  in  their  rights, 
in  consideration  tliat,  if  the  said  thirty  leagues  shall  sufl'er  any  diminution  on  account  of  previous  occu- 
pants, the  Martpiis  de  Maison  Rouge  has  the  right,  and  there  will  be  no  objection  to  his  supjilying  the 
deficiency  in  any  other  part  where  the  land  is  vacant.  And  that  it  may  so  appear  I  give  this,  by  order 
of  the  governor  general,  Ban.n  de  Carondelet.     All  which  I  certify. 

CARLOS  TRUDEAU,  &c. 

Nkw  Orle,\ns,  Jane  14,  17'J7. 
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The  forc"'oing"  is  the  substance  of  the  proces  verbal  (certificate)  of  the  surveyor  {;-eiieral  subjoineil 
to  the  plat  (of  which  that  on  the  nthcr  side  is  a  copy)  lllcd  in  the  chiini    nf   Lnuis  P..pnb,i;'n\-,  hnlilin^j;  umhT 

Miiison  Koug-e. 

L.  rilAt'HIlM'],  Translator  In  thr  llnard  of  Coniiiiir^sioner!!. 
Attest:  L.  Posey,  Clerk  of  the  Hoard. 
L'an-d  Office,  Oi'ELorsAS,  Augud  15,  1812. 

I  certify  that  the  above  and  the  prcccilini;-  jiage  is  a  tine  <'opy  fruni  ihe  i-cpoit  ul'  the  land  cdniniis- 
sioners  of  the  western  district  of  Orleans,  dated  Tteceniber  it,  ISli';  and  that  the  plat  attached  hi'icto  is 
a  copy  of  tlie  idat  attached  to  tlie  said  report.     The  orij;-inal  pafiers,  copied  in  pag-e.s  07,  tJiS,  and  (lit,  nl'  the 


.TOSIAII  MEIGS. 


book  entitled  Land  Laws,  ar^>  not  in  this  ollice. 

(iE.VEK.VL  Land  Office,  Dccemlter  12,  1820. 

On  Juno  20,  ITOT,  six  days  after  the  survey  is  state(l  to  have  been  made,  the  governor  general  made 
the  following  order: 

The  Baron  de  Caroiidelet,  kniglit  of  the  order  of  St.  John,  marshal  de  camp  of  the  royal  armies,  govern(ir 
g'eneral,  vice  [latron  of  the  provinces  of  Ijouisiana  and  West  Florida,  iusjiector  of  troops,  &c.: 

Forasmuch  as  the  Marquis  de  Maisiui  Kouge  is  near  completing-  the  establishment  of  the  Washita, 
which  he  was  autliorized  to  make  for  thirty  families  liy  the  royal  order  of  July  14,  1795,  and  desirous  to 
remove,  for  the  future,  all  doubts  respecting  other  families  or  new  colonists  who  may  come  to  estaldish 
themselves,  we  destine  and  appropriate,  conclusively,  for  the  establishment  of  the  aforesaid  Marquis  do 
Maison  Rouge,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  us  by  the  King,  the  thirty  superficial  leagues  marked 
in  the  plan  annexed  to  the  head  of  this  instrument,  with  the  limits  and  boundaries  designated,  with  our 
approbation,  by  the  surveyor  general,  Diui  Charles  Laveau  Trudeau,  under  the  terms  and  conditions 
stipulated  and  contracted  for  by  the  said  Marquis  de  Maison  Kouge;  and  that  it  may  at  all  times  stand 
good,  we  give  the  present.  Signed  with  our  hand,  sealed  with  our  seal  at  arms,  and  countersigned  by 
the  underwritten  honorary  commissary  of  war,  and  secretarv  of  liis  ^[aiestv  for  this  comrnandancv  .general. 

THEBAi;OX  DE  CAKOXDELET. 

Andres  Lopez  Armisto. 

New  Orleans,  June  20,  17it7. 

On  August  5,  1803,  Don  Gilliert  Leonard  and  Don  ^[anuel  Gonzales  Armirez,  Spanish  officers,  certified 
that  the  condition  of  the  contract  had  been  complied  with. 

No.  2. 

Don  Gilbert  Leonard,  treasurer  of  the  army,  exercising  the  functions  of  the  royal  accountant,  and  Don 
Manuel  Gonzalez  Armirez,  exercising  those  of  the  treasurer,  par  interim,  of  the  royal  chests  of  this 
province  of  Louisiana: 

We  certify  that  the  two  foreg-oing  copies  are  conformable  to  the  originals  wliich  remain  in  the 
archives  of  the  ministry  of  the  royal  domains  under  our  charge,  and  that  the  contractor,  the  Marquis  do 
Maison  Rouge,  complied  punctually  with  the  terms  which  he  proposed  in  the  said  contract;  and  that  this 
may  be  made  manifest,  conformably  to  the  order  above  inserted  of  this  iutendancy  general,  we  give  the 
present  in  X'ew  Orleans,  August  5,  1803. 

GILBERT  LEOXARD. 
MAXUEL  ARMIREZ. 

Upon  this  evidence  the  land  commissioners,  acting  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1807,  by 
their  report,  i>laced  this  claim  amongst  a  class  of  cases  recommended  for  confirmation. 

No.  3. 

C'laima  to  land  in  the  covntij  of  Wanldta. 


Reported 
number. 


Regi-ter's 
number. 


I       By  wlioni  claiineti. 


Original  prnprietur  or  elnini- 
ruit. 


Uuaiilily  claimed. 


Nature  and  date  of  title  or    i   Clasi 
claim.  t 


Sixteen  . 


Louis  Bouli''iiv 


Marquis  de  Maison  Roiiye.. 


Tllirty  square  leagues.,  i  Spanish  grant,  June '.2li.  1797. .    B. 


Xo.  10. 

The  undersigned  commissioners  have  compared  the  documents,  title  filed  in  this  claim,  with  the 
translation  of  them  in  pages  07,  08,  and  09,  of  the  appendix  to  the  book  entitled  "  Land  Laws,''  tic,  and 
find  the  said  translation  to  be  correct  so  far  as  it  goes.  The  certificate,  or  proces  verbal,  which  the 
surveyor  general  has  annexed  to  his  plat,  not  appearing  in  said  book,  a  translation  of  that  document, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  plat,  is  transmitted  for  the  furtlier  elucidation  of  the  claim.  Xo  oral  or  other 
testimony  has  been  adduced  liefore  the  board  to  estalilish  the  occupancy  of  any  part  of  these  lands,  or  that 
there  has  been  a  compliance,  upon  the  part  of  the  grantee,  with  the  conditions  stipulated  in  the  contract, 
except  the  certificate  under  date  of  August  5,  1803,  signed  by  Gilbert  Leonard  and  Manuel  Armirez,  to 
the  translation  of  which,  in  page  09  of  the  appendix  of  said  book,  the  commissioners  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  undersigned  have  observed  a  remark  in  the  25th  page  of  the  introductory  part  of  the  book 
entitled  "Land  Laws,"  that  no  patent  has  issued  on  the  claim  under  consideration.  With  great  deference 
for  that  authorit}',  the  undersigned  commissioners  cannot  but  be  of  opinion  tliat  the  instrument  under 
date  of  Juno  20,  1797,  is  a  patent  (or  vi-hat  was  usually,  in  Louisiana,  denominated  a  title  in  form) 
transferring  to  the  Marcjuis  de  Maison  Rouge  the,  title  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  lands  were 
usually  granted  by  the  Spanish  government,  subject,  however,  to  the  conditions  stipulated  in  his  contract 
with  the  government.     The  plat  of  survey  above  referred  to  will  be  found  subjoined  to  this  report. 
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All  claims  wliich  did  not  exceed  a  league  square  were  confiimed  by  act  of  Congress  of  April  29, 1816; 
and  this  being  for  a  greater  nunilier  of -acres  tlian  are  contained  in  a  league  square,  was  excluded  from 
confiniiatioii  by  said  act,  and  is  now  presented  for  confirmation  or  rejection  by  Congress. 

The  confirmation  of  this  claim  is  resisted  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  upon  several 
grounds,  amongst  which  are  the  following: 

1.  That  the  documents  relied  upon  to  estalilish  tiic  claim  ol'  the  reiiresentatives  of  the  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge  to  the  thirty  superficial  leagues  claimed,  show  that  no  contract  or  grant  has  ever  been 
made  to  the  Marquis  de  Maison  liougt'  in  his  own  individual  right,  and  that  it  was  only  a  contract  with 
him  as  agent  of  the  persons  he  was  to  bring  with  him,  by  whii-li  the  Spanish  government  bound  itself  to 
grant  to  each  person,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the  contract,  a  certain  number  of  acres  of  land,  and 
that  De  Maison  lojuge  did  not  ac(piire,  by  said  contract,  a  right  to  dispose  of  said  land  by  sale,  deed,  or 
last  will  and  testament,  or  in  any  other  way. 

2.  That  the  conditions  of  saitl   contract  were  never  fulfilled  by  the  said  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge. 
8.  That  the  said  land  never  was  surveyed,  as  certified,  under  the  Spanish  government;    and  if  it 

were,  that  it  was  not  done  with  a  view  to  vest  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  with  any  right,  individually, 
but  for  the  sole  ]>urpose  of  designating  a  certain  number  of  acres  of  land  up(jn  which  the  now  settlers 
might  establish  tliem.selves  as  tiny  came  in,  and  out  of  which  the  promised  grants  of  400  arpents  each 
was  to  be  made  to  each  family  containing  two  white  persons,  according  to  the  fourth  condition  in  said 
contract,  and  that  said  families  not  having  settled  the  land  as  agreed,  it  remains  as  public  land. 

4.  That  the  said  land  never  was  intended,  nor  never  was  located,  as  pretended  by  the  representatives 
of  De  Maison  Roug'o,  but  was  at  a  difllerent  place. 

In  support  of  these  objections,  and  of  others,  to  the  confirmation  of  this  claim,  a  reference  has  been 
made  to  the  documents  aforesaid,  and  to  the  depositions  of  sundry  old  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  and  of 
Spanish  officers,  which  were  taken  by  proper  authority,  after  due  notice  given,  and  which  testimony  is 
marked  W,  and  accompanies  this  report;  also  to  the  certificate  of  Carlos  Trudeau,  translated  by  L. 
Derbigny  April  11,  1804. 

[TranBlation.] 

I,  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor  royal  and  particular  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  &c.,  do  certify 
that  the  present  draught  contains  144  superficial  leagues,  each  league  forming  a  square,  the  sides  of  which 
are  in  length  2,500  toises,  (a  toise  is  six  French  feet  long,)  nwasure  of  the  city  of  Paris,  according  to  the 
custom  and  practice  of  this  colony,  the  said  land  being  situated  in  the  post  of  Ouachita,  about  eightj' 
leagues  above  the  mouth  of  tliat  river,  falling  into  Red  river,  adjoining  on  the  part  of  the  southwest  to 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  river  and  Bajou  Ouachita,  Bartholemj',  and  Sicard,  conformable  to  the  red  line 
which  borders  the  said  river  and  bayous,  bounded  on  the  south  part  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  south  75° 
cast,  about  three  leagues  and  one  mile  long:  beginning  from  the  shore  C,  of  the  Bayou  Sicard,  and  con- 
tinuing as  far  as  the  height  of  the  junction  A  of  the  said  Bayou  Sicard  with  the  Bayou  Bartholemy;  the 
said  point  A  being  as  a  basis  on  the  line  of  measurement  A  B,  of  twelve  leagues  in  length,  parallel  with 
the  piano  of  Bayou  Bartholemy,  from  the  point  A  to  the  end  of  the  said  12  leagues  which  terminates  at 
point  B.  where  is  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet  named  Bayou  Turniro;  the  lines  D  E  and  F  G  are  parallel  lines 
directed  north  52°  east,  without  minding  the  variation  of  the  couipass,  which  varies  eight  degrees  to  the 
northeast.  In  testimony,  I  deliver  the  present  certificate,  with  the  draught  hereto  affixed,  for  the  use  of  the 
Baron  de  Bastrop,  June  14,  1197.  I,  the  surveyor,  having  signed  the  same,  and  recorded  in  the  book  A, 
No.  1,  folio  38,  department  No.  922  of  the  surveys.  I  do  certify  the  present  copies  to  be  conformable  to 
the  original  which  are  lodged  in  the  office  under  my  care,  to  which  I  refer,  and  at  the  request  of  a  party 
I  deliver  the  present,  same  date  as  above.  CARLOS  TRUDEAU,  Surveyor. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  and  faithful  translation  of  the  original  certificate  of  survey  written 
in  the  Spanish  language,  and  to  which  is  prefixed  the  plat  of  the  land  therein  mentioned. 

L.  DERBIGNY,  Intei-preter  to  the  Government. 
Nkw  Orleans,  April  11,  1804. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  foregoing  documents  and  testimony,  the  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  tlie  decision  in  the  present  claim  depends  entirely  upon  a  question  of  law  as  to  the  title,  and 
upon  the  examination  of  witnesses  as  to  several  important  points  to  be  ascertained;  and  that  an  investi- 
gation of  the  claim  by  Congress  would  not  only  be  attended  with  great  delay,  but  with  so  many  difficulties, 
that  justice,  as  well  to  the  parties  interested  as  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  requires  a 
reference  of  the  decision  of  this  claim  to  the  United  States  court  for  the  western  district  of  Louisiana, 
with  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and  for  that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


i9TH  Congress.]  No.   460.  [1st  Session. 

CLAIM    OF    THE    BARON    DE    BASTROP   TO    LAND   IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    20,    1825. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  were  referred,  December  13,  1825,  the  petitions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  (Juachita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  owners  of  the  land  in  the 
tract  called  "Bastrop's  grant,"  in  said  county,  together  with  the  accompanying  documemts,  reported: 

.  '^'"*^  '^''^'"^  ^'"^  documents  furnished,  and  from  the  title  papers  as  published  in  the  Land  Laws  of  the 
United  States,  (of  the  authenticity  of  which  they  are  unable  to  form  any  opinion,)  it  appears  a  petition 
was  addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Louisiana  by  De  Bastrop,  June  20,  1195,  of  which  the  following 
IS  a  copy: 
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To  Uw  (/overnnr  </i'»rral  : 

Tlic  Baroii  dv  liustroi),  ilcsinms  of  oncoiir;if;-inj;-  tlir  |io|iul;itiim  iiml  cultivatiiJii  nf  tlir  Oiiacliita 
and  its  lU'ig'liliorliin'il,  of  jiassing-  iiitn  the  United  States  Id  eniiiiilcle  lln-  plan  of  eiiiij;Tatiiin  wliieli  lie 
has  projeeti'd,  and  iVuni  thenee  lo  retnrn  with  iiis  I'aniily,  makes  known  to  yonr  liir(lslii|i  that  il  is 
absohitely  indis|iensalile.  eu  the  jiart  of  the  g-evernnient,  that  a  district  lie  desi,<j,-nate(l  of  ahuiit  twelve 
leagues  scpiare,  including'  the  Bayou  Liar  anil  its  vieinity,  in  whieli  your  petitioner  may,  without  the 
least  olistacle  or  delay,  place  the  families  he  is  aliout  to  liring  in,  on  the  express  condition  that 
concessions  of  land  are  to  be  made  gratis,  and  under  no  title  or  lu'etext  to  exeird,  at  iLiost,  I'onr 
hundred  ar|>ents  scjuare,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  iiegr.ies,  and  the  making  of  indigo, 
which  in  that  district  will  he  entirely  contrary  and  prejudicial  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat,  and  will  cause 
your  petitioner  irrecoverably  to  lose  the  expenses  of  his  establishment.  Your  i)etitioner  prays,  also,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  permission  to  export,  for  the  Havana,  the  Hour  w^liich  may  be  nnuui- 
fiicturod  at  tlie  mills  on  the  Ouacliita,  without  contiuing  him  to  sell  it,  aljsolutely,  in  New  Orleans  anil 
other  posts  in  this  province,  unless  it  should  be  necessary  for  their  subsistence,  in  which  ease  they  ought 
always  to  have  tlie  preference.  It  is  also  indispensable  that  the  government  should  charge  itself  with  the 
conducting  and  support  of  the  I'amilies  which  the  petitioner  may  introduce  from  the  post  of  New  Madrid 
to  Ouachita,  by  furnishing  them  with  some  provisions  for  the  subsistence  of  the  lirst  months,  and  assisting 
them  to  commence  the  sowing  of  their  seed,  granting  to  those  inhabitants  who  are  not  Catholics  the 
same  liberty  of  conscience  as  is  enjoyed  by  those  of  Baton  Itouge,  Natchez,  and  other  districts  of  the 
province,  and  without  fixing,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  eonclusivel_y,  the  numlier  of  families  which 
your  petitioner  is  to  introduce.  The  zeal  which  I  feel  for  the  prosperity  ami  encouragement  of  the  province, 
joined  to  a  desire  oi'  securing  tranquillity  and  quietude  to  that  establishment  by  removing  at  once  what- 
ever obstacles  might  be  opposed  to  those  interesting  objects,  have  induced  me  to  represent  to  you  what 
I  have  here  done,  hoping  that  yon  will  recognize  in  these  dispositions  the  best  service  of  the  King,  and 
advancement  of  the  [irovince  conlided  to  your  autlmritv.     New  Orleans,  June  20,  l"9."i. 

1)1-:  r.ASTBor. 

Upon  the  21st  of  June,  1795,  an  order  was  given  upon  said  petition,  of  which  the  following  is  a  cojiy: 

New  Orle.ws,  Jintf  21,  1795. 

Seeing  the  advantages  which  will  result  from  the  establishment  projected  by  Baron  Bastrop,  the 
commandant  of  Ouachita,  Don  John  Fathiol,  will  designate  twelve  leagues  square,  half  on  the  side  of  the 
Bayou  Liar  and  half  on  the  side  opposite  the  Ouachita,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  there  the  families  which 
the  said  baron  may  direct,  it  being-  understood  that  no  greater  concession  of  land  is  to  be  given  to  any 
one  than  four  hundred  square  arpents  at  most,  gratis,  and  free  from  all  dues.  With  regard  to  the  object 
of  this  establishment,  it  is  to  be  for  the  cultivation  of  wheat  alone.  The  exportation  of  the  products  of 
this  province  being  free,  the  petitioner  need  not  douljt  that  it  will  be  allowed  to  him,  for  the  liour  which 
he  ma}'  manufacture  at  the  mills  of  the  Ouachita,  tii  the  Havana  and  other  places  open  to  the  free  commerce 
of -this  province.  The  Government  will  charge  itself  with  the  conducting  of  the  families  from  New  Madrid 
to  Ouachita,  and  will  give  them  such  provisions  as  may  appear  suflicicnt  for  their  supjiort  during  six 
months,  and  proportionably  for  their  seeds.  They  shall  not  be  molested  in  matters  of  religion,  but  the 
apostolical  Roman  Catholic  worship  shall  alone  be  publicly  permitted.  The  petitioner  shall  be  allowed 
to  bring  in  as  many  as  live  hundred  families:  provided  that,  after  the  Iap.se  of  three  years,  if  the  major 
part  of  the  ostablishmemt  sliall  not  have  been  made  good,  the  twelve  leagues  square  he  destined  for 
those  whom  the  petitioner  may  place  there  shall  be  occupied  by  the  families  who  may  first  present 
themselves  for  that  purpose. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET.  [l.  s.] 

Registered:   Andrez  Lopez  Armisto. 

Upon  the  20tli  of  June,  1796,  a  decree  was  given  by  the  same  governor  general,  as  follows: 
The  Baron  de  Carondelet,  chevalier  i.if  the  religion  of  St.  .lohn,  marshal  de  camp  of  the  royal  armies, 
governor  general,  vice  patron  of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana,  ^Vest  Florida,  and  inspector  of  the  "troops,  etc.: 
Whereas  Baron  Bastrop,  in  pursuance  of  his  petition,  dated  2(itli  of  June,  of  the  .year  last  past,  and  the 
decree  of  the  21st  of  the  same  mouth,  has  commenced  the  establishment  of  the  Ouachita;  that,  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  government  for  avoiding,  progressivelj-,  all  obstacles, 
difficulties,  and  delays,  and  that  the  said  baron  might  proceed,  with  every  facility,  in  fixing  the  families 
which,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred,  he  was  held  to  place  or  caused  to  be  placed  there,  we  have  pro- 
ceeded to  designate  the  twelve  leagues  intended  for  the  said  establishment,  in  the  terms,  with  the  limits, 
metes,  and  bounds,  and  in  the  place  marked,  fixed,  and  defined  by  the  figured  jilan  and  description  atfixed 
to  the  head  of  this  instrument,  verified  by  the  survej-or  general,  Don  Charles  Laveau  Trudeau,  it  having 
now  appeared  to  us  to  be  also  most  expedient  for  avoiding  all  contest  and  dispute;  and  approving  them, 
as  we  do  approve  them,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  which  the  King  has  granted  to  us,  we  do  destine  and 
appropriate,  in  his  royal  name,  the  aforesaid  twelve  leagues,  in  order  that  the  said  Baron  Bastrop  niay 
establish  them  in  the  manner  and  under  the  conditions  expressed  in  said  petition  and  decree.  We  give 
the  present,  signed  with  our  hand,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  our  arms,  and  countersigned  by  the  underwritten 
honorary  commissary  of  war  and  secretary  for  his  Majesty  for  this  commandancy  general.  New  Orleans, 
June  20,  1796. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET.     [i..  s.J 
A.n'drez  Lopez  Aiuilsto. 

Upon  the  12th  of  .Tune,  1797,  De  Bastrop  presents  another  petition  to  the  g'overnor  general,  in  the 
following  words: 

To  the  governor  general : 

Baron  de  Bastrop  has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  that,  it  being  his  intention  to  establish  in  the 
Ouachita,  it  is  exjiedient  that  j'ou  should  grant  to  him  a  corresponding  permission  to  erect  there  one  or 
more  mills,  as  the  population  may  require,  as  also  to  shut  up  the  Bayou  de  Liar,  wliere  he  proposes  to 
establish  the  said  mills,  with  a  dike  in  the  place  hiost  convenient  for  his  works;  and  as  it  appears  neces- 
sary to  prevent  disputes  in  the  progress  of  the  afiair,  he  begs  also  the  grant  along  the  Bayou  Bartholemy, 


436  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  460. 

from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  of  six  toises  on  each  bank,  to  construct  upon  them  the  mills  and  works  which 
he  may  liud  necessary;  and  prohibitin,^-  every  person  from  makinp:  upon  said  baj'ou  any  bridge,  in  order 
that  its  navigation  may  never  be  interrujited,  as  it  ought  at  all  times  to  remain  free  and  unobstructed. 
This  request,  sir,  will  not  appear  exnrliitant  when  j'ou  arc  pleased  to  observe  that  your  petitioner,  who 
will  expend  in  these  works  twenty  thuusand  dollars  or  more,  will  be  exposed  without  these  grants  to  lose 
all  tiie  fruits  of  iiis  labors  by  the  caprice  or  jealousy  of  any  individual  who,  being  established  on  this 
bayon,  uuiy  cut  oil'  tlie  water  or  obstruct  the  navigation,  not  to  mention  tlie  loss  which  the  province  will 
sustain  of  tlie  immense  advantages  to  result  from  the  useful  project  proposed  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  agriculture  and  pupulation  of  these  parts.     New  Orleans,  June  12,  1*197. 

DE  BASTKOP. 

And  upon  the  same  day  the  governor  general  gave  the  grant,  a  copy  of  which  follows: 
New  Orleans,  June  12,  1707.  Considering  the  advantages  to  the  population  on  the  Ouachita,  and 
the  province  in  general,  to  result  from  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  wheat  and  the  construction 
of  flour  mills,  whicli  the  petitioner  pmposes  to  make  at  his  own  expense,  I  grant  him,  in  the  name  of  his 
Majesty,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authorities  which  he  has  conferred  upon  me,  liberty  to  shut  the  Baj'ou  de 
Liar,  on  which  he  is  about  to  establish  his  mills,  with  a  dike  at  the  place  most  proper  for  the  carrying  on 
of  lii.s  works.  I  also  grant  him  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  six  toises  of  ground  on  each  side  of  the  Bayou 
Bartholemy,  from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  to  enable  him  to  construct  the  works  and  dams  necessar^y  for  his 
mills,  it  being  understood  that  by  this  grant  it  is  not  intended  to  prohibit  the  free  navigation  of  the  said  bayou 
to  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  who  shall  be  permitted  to  use  the  same,  without,  however,  being  permitted 
to  throw  across  it  any  liridge,  or  to  obstruct  the  navigation,  which  shall  at  all  times  remain  free  and  open. 
Under  the  conditions  here  expressed,  such  mills  as  he  may  think  proper  to  erect  may  be  disposed  of  by 
the  petitioner,  together  with  the  lands  adjoining,  as  estates  belonging  entirely  to  him,  in  virtue  of  this 
decree,  in  relation  to  which  the  surveys  are  to  be  continued,  and  the  commandant,  Don  John  Fathiol,  will 
verify  and  remit  them  to  me,  so  that  the  person  interested  may  obtain  a  corresponding  title  in  form.  It 
being  a  formal  and  exiires.?  condition  of  this  grant  that  at  least  one  mill  sliall  be  constructed  within  two 
years,  otherwise  it  is  to  roiiain  null. 

THE  BAKON  DE  CARONDELET.     [l.  s.  ] 
Registered:  Andrk  Lopez  Armisto. 

It  also  appears  that  a  petition  was  made  and  decree  granted,  the  same  as  the  last  mentioned,  except 
that  the  petition  asks  fur  six  toises  of  ground  on  each  side  of  the  Bayou  de  Liar,  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth. 

It  also  appears  that,  upon  the  IGtli  of  June,  1797,  De  Bastrop  made  a  contract  with  the  Spanish 
government,  as  follows: 

The  Baron  do  Bastrop  contracts  with  his  Majesty  to  furnish,  for  the  term  of  six  months,  rations  to 
the  families  which  ho  has  latterly  introduced  at  the  post  of  the  Ouacliita,  which  are  to  be  composed  of 
twenty  ounces  of  I'resh  bread,  or  an  equivalent  in  flour,  twelve  ounces  of  fresh  beef,  or  six  of  bacon,  two 
ounces  of  fine  meneslra,  or  three  of  ordinary,  and  one-thousandth  part  of  a  celemin  (about  a  peck)  of  salt, 
for  which  there  is  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  royal  chests  at  the  rate  of  a  real  and  a  half  for  each  ration. 
For  which  purpose  there  shall  be  made  out  monthly  a  particular  account,  the  truth  and  regularity  of 
which  shall  be  attested  at  foot  by  the  commandant  of  that  post.  Under  which  conditions  I  oblige  myself, 
with  my  person  and  estate,  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  present  contract,  subjecting  myself  in  all  things 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  general  intendancy. 

In  testimony  of  which,  I  sign  it  at  New  Orleans  June  10,  1797. 

BARON  DE  BASTROP. 

And  upon  the  same  day  the  last  contract  was  approved,  as  follows: 

New  Orleans,  (date  as  above.)  I  apjjrove  this  contract  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  with  the  inter- 
vention of  Sefior  Gilbert  Leonard,  principal  contador  of  the  army  in  those  provinces,  for  its  validity.  Two 
certified  copies  are  to  Ijc  directed  to  the  secretary,  Juan  Ventura  Morales.  With  my  intervention,  Gilbert 
Leonard.  Copy  of  the  original,  which  remains  in  my  keeping,  and  which  I  certify,  and  is  taken  out  to  be 
passed  to  the  secretary  of  this  general  intendancy.     New  Orleans,  id  supra. 

GILBERT  LEONARD. 

New  Orleans,  June  18,  1797. 

Upon  the  18th  of  June,  1797,  the  governor  general  directed  the  following  order  and  decree  to 
"De  Bastrop:"  .  -  »  « 

Whereas  the  intemlant,  IVom  the  want  of  funds,  has  solicited  the  suspension  of  the  last  remittance 
of  families  until  the  decision  of  his  Majesty,  there  ought  to  be  no  prejudice  occasioned  to  yon  by  the  last 
paragraph  of  my  decree,  which  expresses  that  if  within  three  years  the  major  part  of  the  establishment 
shall  not  have  been  made  good,  such  families  as  may  first  present  themselves  shall  be  located  within  the 
twelve  leagues  destined  for  the  settlement  which  you  have  commenced;  and  this  shall  only  have  effect 
two  years  after  tlie  course  of  tiie  contract  shall  have  again  commenced  to  be  executed,  and  the  determina- 
tion of  his  Majesty  shall  have  been  made  known  to  jow.  You  will  always  remain  persuaded  that,  on  my 
part,  I  will  ol)serve  religiously  the  engagement  I  have  contracted — a  principle  which  lias  constantly 
distinguished  the  Spanish  nation. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

THE  BARON  DE  CARONDELET. 

Bakon  de  Bastrop. 

The  above  statement  contains  all  the  title  papers  which  have  been  presented,  and  which  were  before 
the  land  commissioners  for  the  western  district  of  the  late  territory  of  Orleans,  who  reported  against  the 
legal  representatives  of  De  Bastrop,  or  the  right  of  De  Bastrop  to  any  part  of  the  intended  grant'of  twelve 
leagues  square,  as  will  be  seen  by  their  several  reports  as  made  an"ft  numbered  in  their  report  upon  land 
claims  in  said  western  district,  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  upon  December 
14,  1812.  ■'  ,  -'  i 

_  The  land  commissioners  of  the  United  States  having  refused  the  confirmation  of  this  claim  as  afore- 
said, the  owners  no-\v  present  themselves,  and  ask  that  Congress  will  confirm  to  them  the  aforesaid  twelve 
leagues  square,  wliicli  they  claim  as  deriving  a  legal  title  from  De  Bastrop. 


1825.]  DONATION    OF    LAN  J)    FOR    A    C  A  N  A  r.    IN    ILLINOIS.  437 


From  the  evidence  and  documents  which  have  been  before  thr  committee,  it  is  |ii(iven  tiiat  many 
penson.s  were  introduced  mider  Ihi^  contract  of  De  Bas(ro|i,  but  net  tn  thr  nunibri-  i-..ntiarlrd  I'nr;  and 
witiiont  touching- tiie  cjiii'slion  as  to  the  individual  light  nf  |l<'  liasliop  tu  Uic  hind,  nr  of  any  [jcrscni 
claiming"  nnder  him,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  except  those  who  came  to  Ouachita  under  the  rnntrai't,  (he 
comnultee  llnnk  that,  in  eipnty,  the  g-overnmcnt  of  tlic  I'nitrd  States  ought  to  cnutiim  tn  every  person,  or 

those  clainung  under  them,  who  went  to  Ouachita  under  the  c tract  with  |)e  liastiop,  ihi'  number  lA'  acres 

of  lanil  wliicli  tiie  governor  general  of  Louisiana  agreed  to  give  to  each  family  or  person  according- ti}  said 
contract. 

'fhe  government  of  tlie  I'niti'd  States  resists  the  conlirmation  of  this  chiini  to  De  i!astro|),  or  tliose 
claiming-  under  him,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the  following  reasons,  amongst  others,  vi/.: 

1st.  That  tlie  contract  and  grant,  if  any  there  was,  were  loi-  the  51(1)  families  De  liastrop  was  to  settle 
upon  the  lands,  and  not  to  De  Bastrop  in  his  individual  right,  so  that  hi'  could  sell  or  dispose  of  the  same. 

2d.  That  the  conditions  never  were  fullilled. 

3d.  That  the  contract  was  revoked  by  the  Sjianish  government. 

4th.  That  the  contract  was  never  iqjproved  by  the  King  of  ,<|iain. 

5th.  That  the  g-overnor  general  had  not  the  power  of  making  such  contract  without  the  authority  <if 
the  Spanish  g-ovcrnment. 

0th.  That  if  De  Hastrop  was  entitled  to  any  part  of  said  land,  that  it  couhl  only  be  for  the  surplus, 
after  the  500  families  had  taken,  each  family  400  arpents,  according  to  said  contract. 

In  support  of  these  objections  and  others  to  the  coidirmation  of  this  claim,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  those 
who  hold  under  De  Bastro])  in  his  individual  rights,  a  relV^roncc  has  been  made  to  the  documents  aforesaid. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  foregoing  documents  and  evidence,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  decision  in  the  present  claim  (as  to  the  right  of  De  Bastrop,  or  those  who  claim  under  him  in  his 
individual  right)  depends  entirely  upon  a  question  of  law,  and  upon  the  examination  of  many  witnesses 
as  to  several  imjiortant  points;  and  that  an  examination  of  it  hy  Congress  wcjidd  be  attended  with  great 
delay  and  many  difficulties,  and  that  justice  to  the  interested  as  well  as  to  the  g-overnmcnt  requires  a 
reference  of  this  particidar  point  to  the  United  States  courts.  The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that,  in 
case  it  should  ultimately  be  decided  that  the  said  land  helong-s  to  the  United  States,  it  would  be  but  fair 
and  just  to  extend  to  all  those  who  were  settled  upon  the  said  land  at  the  time  the  United  States  took 
possession  of  that  part  of  the  country  the  same  provisions  and  privileges  and  donations  as  were  granted 
to  the  actual  settlers  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1805,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  as  well  as 
all  other  privileges  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  settled  upon  other  public  lands  by  any 
subsequent  act  of  Congress,  so  as  to  place  the  settlers  upon  the  said  land  iqion  an  equality  with  the 
settlers  upon  other  public  lands. 

To  prevent  further  delay,  and  with  a  view  of  finally  adjusting  tlie  claim  upon  what  the  committee 
consider  to  be  fair  and  equitable  principles,  they  report  a  bill. 
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APFLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  A  DONATION  OF  LAND  FOR  A  CANAL  IN  THAT    .STATE. 

*  COMMUXICVTEP    TO    TIIE    SEN.VTE    DECEMBER    20,    1825. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  I!e2vesenta!ives  of  the  United  States  of  Atneriea  in  Congress  assemliled: 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respectfully  represents:  That  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal  uniting-  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  -svith  the  Illinois  river  will  form  an  important 
addition  to  the  great  connecting-  links  in  the  chain  of  internal  navigation,  which  will  effectually  secure 
the  indissoluble'union  of  the  confederate  members  of  this  great  and  powerful  republic.  By  the  comple- 
tion of  this  great  and  valuable  work,  the  connexion  between  the  north  and  the  south,  the  east  and  the 
west,  would  be  strengthened  by  the  ties  of  commercial  intercourse  and  social  neighborhood;  and  the  Union 
of  the  States  might  bid  defiance  to  internal  commcjtion,  sectional  jealousy,  and  foreign  invasion.  All  the 
States  of  the  Uinon  would  then  feel  the  most  powerful  motives  to  resist  every  attempt  at  dissolution.  To 
effect  so  great  and  desirable  an  object  your  memorialists  believe  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  engage 
the  attention  and  awaken  the  munificent  patronage  of  a  government  whose  principle  of  action  is  the 
promotion  of  the  general  welfare.  Yijur  memorialists  are  sensifily  alive  to  the  spirit  of  improvement  that 
manifests  itself  in  almost  every  section  of  our  extensive  country,  and  -svould  fain  lend  a  helping  hand  in 
so  great  and  good  a  cause;  their  situation,  how'cver,  forbids  their  doing  much  without  tVie  aid  of  the  federal 
government,  into  whose  treasui-y  almost  all  the  funds,  whether  brought  hither  by  emigrants  or  earned  by 
the  industry  of  their  citizens,  are  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands.  AVIiile  this  state  of  things 
shall  continue,  and  the  money  thus  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Union  is  taken  out  of  our  State,  our 
people  will  not  be  able  to  engage  in  the  glorious  work  of  improving  our  comnKjii  country.  Ought  the 
people  of  this  State  to  stand  by  with  folded  arms  and  behold  the  great  W(,irk  of  internal  improvement 
progress  in  other  States  without  making-  an  eflort  to  improve  their  own  condition,  and  at  the  same  time 
advance  the  interests  of  our  beloved  country?  A  condition  thus  paralyzed  is  at  war,  not  only  witli  our 
interests,  but  with  the  best  feelings  of  our  hearts.  Did  this  State  possess  the  public  doinain  lying  -ivithin 
its  bounds,  as  is  the  case  with  the  older  members  of  this  confederacy,  your  memorialists  w'ould  not 
appear  before  your  honorable  body  to  solicit  aid  in  this  important  work.  If,  as  your  memorialists  believe, 
the  construction  of  this  canal  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  Union  at  large;  if  the  receipts  into  the 
treasury  of  the  ITiiited  States  would  be  augmented  by  the  increased  sales  of  public  land;  and  if  the 
interest  of  this  State  would  be  also  advanced  thereby,  is  it  unreasonable  to  apply  to  a  paternal  govern- 
ment for  assistance  in  the  promotion  of  such  bencticial  ends?  It  is  unnecessary  for  your  memorialists  to 
enlarge  on  the  great  advantages  of  this  canal  to  the  Union  in  the  facilities  to  he  afforded  in  the  event  of 
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a  war,  either  with  the  Indian  tribes  inhabiting-  our  frontier  or  with  the  British  nation.  Your  honorable 
body  is  aware  that  this  State  is  situated  on  tlie  borders  of  an  Indian  country,  filled  with  numerous  and 
powerful  tribes  of  the  sons  of  the  forest.  If  our  country  should  be  again  engaged  in  war,  the  saving  of 
expense  in  the  transportation  of  munitions  of  war  would  alone  defray  the  expense  of  the  contemplated 
canal,  and  justify  the  United  States  in  making  a  liberal  appropriation  for  its  construction.  Your 
memorialists  do  not,  however,  ask  your  honorable  body  to  appriJ]jriate  money  out  of  the  treasury  to  aid 
them  in  this  work.  They  only  ask  for  a  tract  of  land  through  which  the  contemplated  canal  may  pass, 
and  which,  for  a  series  of  j'ears,  will  be  wholly  unproductive  to  the  government,  unless  the  canal  shall 
be  commenced  under  auspices  favorable  to  its  completion,  in  which  event  all  the  land  in  the  vicinity  would 
immediately  become  available  to  the  United  States.  Your  memorialists  sincerely  believe  that  a  liberal 
appropriation  of  land  for  this  object  wiiuld,  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  be  of  immense  importance 
to  the  treasury  of  the  Union.  Tlie  public  hinds  in  the  vicinity  would  not  only  sell,  but  at  a  consider.able 
advance  upon  the  minimum  price.  .Sliould  this  opinion  be  correct,  (and  does  not  experience  justify  it  ?) 
the  United  States  would  be  gainers  by  the  proposed  donation  to  the  State.  Your  memorialists  further 
state  that  at  tlieir  last  session  they  passed  an  act  of  incorporation  upon  very  liberal  terms,  authorizing 
a  company  to  construct  the  projected  canal;  but  the  remoteness  of  the  country  from  the  residence  of 
capitalists  has  prevented  them  from  engaging  in  the  work.  At  their  present  session  your  memorialists 
have  repealed  the  charter,  and  their  only  hope  of  soon  beginning  the  work  depends  upon  the  liberality  of 
your  honorable  body.  Your  memorialists  have  caused  the  route  to  be  explored  and  estimates  to  be  made 
of  the  probalile  expense  of  the  work,  fronx  which  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  constructing  the  canal  will 
not  be  less  than  $000,000,  and  may  possilily  amount  to  $700,000. 

To  tlie  end,  therelbre,  that  your  memorialists  maj'  be  enabled  to  commence  and  complete  this  great 
and  useful  work,  we  pray  your  honorable  body  to  grant  to  this  State  the  respective  townships  of  land 
through  which  the  contemplated  canal  may  pass,  the  avails  of  which  to  be  appropriated  exclusively  to 
the  construction  of  said  canal  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  to  j'our  honorable  body  may  seem  proper. 

DAVID  BLACKWELL,  Sjxaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

KAPHAEL  WIDEN,  Speaker  of  the  Senale  pro  tern. 
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CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    THE    ST.    HELENA    DISTRICT,    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  DECEMBER  28,    1825. 

Treasury  Department,  December  28,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  of  the  district  of  St.  Helena,  prepared  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  May  26,  1824. 
I  have  the  hdiior  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICHARD  RUSH. 
Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Register  A  contains  complete  Spanish  patents,  which  we  recommend  for  confirmation  on  the  principle 
recognized  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1810,  and  May  8,  1822. 

Register  B,  first  class,  contains  incomplete  titles  derived  from  the  Spaiiisli  authority,  accompanied 
with  such  proof  of  settlement  and  cultivation  as  induces  us  to  recommend  them  for  confirmation  to  the 
saine  extent  and  under  the  same  restraints  that  such  claims  have  been  confirmed  by  the  former  laws  for 
adjusting  similar  claims  in  this  district. 

The  second  class  on  this  register  comprehends  claims  that  have  been  sold  for  taxes,  and  the  only  titles 
the  present  claimants  have  to  these  lands  are  the  collector's  bills  of  sale  or  transfer.  Many  of  these  claims 
we  believe  to  be  as  fairly  entitled  to  confirmation  as  those  on  the  first  class;  but  the  doubt  with  us  is 
whether  sales  for  taxes  are  valid  until  the  claimant  have  a  more  valid  title  to  tiie  land. 

There  are  on  this  register  (first  class)  three  claims,  to  wit:  Henry  Flower  for  eight  hundred  and 
cighty-six  arpcnts;  Luther  L.  Smith,  for  one  hundred  arpents;  and  Robert  Young,  for  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  arjients;  all  of  whicli  are  in  the  same  situation,  being  swamp  land,  and  no  part  of  it  susceptible 
of  either  habitation  or  cultivation.  This  land  was  granted  to  the  claimants,  or  those  under  whom  they 
claim,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  timber,  and  the  claimants  have  proved  that  they  have  regularly  used 
the  said  tracts  of  land  for  that  purpose  since  the  time  of  their  respective  grants  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment; and  we  are  of  ojiinion  tliat  the  use  the  claimants  have  made  of  these  lands,  (it  being  the  only  use 
of  which  they  are  susceptible,)  although  it  amounts  neither  to  habitation  nor  cultivation,  may  be  fairly 
considered  equal  to  either  or  both,  and  on  this  ground  we  recommend  them  for  confirmation. 

_  Register  C  contains  British  patents  on  which  the  claimants  have  not  proven  either  habitation  or  culti- 
vation.    These  we  beg  to  leave  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  without  any  remarks. 

Register  D  contains  incomplete  titles,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed,  the  claimants  not  having  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law  as  regards  either  habitation 
or  cultivation. 

Register  E  contains  settlement  claims  on  which  satisfactory  proof  has  been  adduced  of  cultivation 
or  habitation  as  early  as  is  represented  on  tlie  register  opposite  each  claim.  We  therefore  recommend 
them  for  confirmation. 

SAM'L  J.  RANXELLS,  Begister. 
T         ,,  WM.  KINCHIN,  lieceiver. 

L,ANn  Uffice,  St.  Helena  Court-house,  Januan/  19,  1S25. 
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REGISTER  Y..— Settlement  claims. 


Names. 

Where  situated. 

Original. 

Purchase. 

Month. 

Y 

?ar. 

From— 

To— 

1 

Hidorus  Rcelld                                                 

East  Felicina 

do 

1 

1810 
1813 
1811 
1811 
1810 
1808 
1808 
1811 
1811 

2 

1 

March  .. 

3 

do 

1 

4 

do 

1 

5 

do 

1 
1 

1 

1824 
1824 
I804 

6 

do 

7 

do 

8 

do 

1 

1 
I 

1 

1824 

9 

Moses  Muore 

10 

St.  Helena 

11 



1812 

1812 

1806 

1811 

1802 

1809 

1809 

1810 

1813 

1812 

1811 

1810 

1809 

1813 

1805 

1812 

1800 

1810 

1811 

1814 

1811 

1812 

1810 

1806 

1808 

1812 

1811 

1813 

1807 

1813 

1811 

1812 

1811 

1801 

1804 

1806 

1803 

1812 

1812 

1808 

1812 

1800 

1805 

1800 

1806 

1809 

1806 

1806 

1812 

1812 

1810 

1812 

1795 

1812 

1812 

1812 

1810 

1812 

1810 

1812 

1810 

1812 

1810 

1811 

1812 

12 

Heirs  of  Vaney  Huston 

East  Baton  Roufc 

1 
1 

13 

14 

1 
2 

1824 

V, 

1^4 

16 

Pt.  Helena 

1 

1 

17 

do 

18 

Adnm  Biiigam:in 

1 

19 

1           March  .. 

20 

do 

1 
1 
1 

21 

1812 

22 

23 

1 

1822 

24 

Feliciana 

1 
1 
1 
1 

Januarj'.. 

25 

E.  Disncekes 

1807 

2S 

William  CarriUli 

do 

1824 

27 

Heirs  of  William  Lee 

28 

1 

1824 

29 

Malaclii  Burns 

1 

1 

1824 

30 

do 

March. . . 

31 

El  ijah  Ferguson 

do 

1 

32 

i?t.  Tammany 

East  Baton  Rouge 

1 
1 

33 

Jnhn  Kennard 

Charles  Baldwin 

34 

1 

35 

1 
1 

1824 

36 

Nimrod  Glasscock,  jr 

37 

1 
1 

38 

March... 

39 

John  Fctcher,  for  Edward  Gorman 

do 

1 

1821 

40 

1 

March... 

41 

J 

42 

do 

1 

43 

1 

44 

1 

1 

45 

William  Justice 

46 

1 

47 

Fielding  W.  Collins 

' 

48 

1 

1824 

49 

Alexander  Kinchin 

do 

1 

1824 

50 

Heirs  of  Peter  Browner 

tin 

1 
1 

51 

Jeremiah  Spiller 

do 

52 

Heirs  of  Peter  Sides 

1 

53 

1 

54 

Francis  Klinepeler  and  Philemon  Thomas 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

55 

David  Dortcli 

I804 

56 

Heirs  of  Jacob  Facuiidus 

Moses  Ferguson 

St.  Helena 

1 

57 

58 

Amos  Webb 

1809 

59 

C.B.  Howard 

60 

John  Shaffet 

61 

Heirs  of  D.  Kemp 

C2 

Elizabeth  Br>'son 

do 

1 

2804 

63 

David  B.  Morgan 

1 
1 
1 

61 

Abner  Willson 

do 

66 

William  Ingram 

67 

John  McCall 

Christopher  Nordan 

St.  Tammanv 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

68 

69 

John  Mitchell 

70 

Thomas  C.  Holmes 

71 

do 

72 

Newhanipion  Taplev 

tlo 

73 

Stephen  Aplc white 

do 

74 

Isaac  Graves 

do 

lii 

Thomas  Holmes 

do  .  . 

76 

Ifjnatius  Durbin 

Washington 

1 
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REGISTER  E. — Settlement  c/on^.s— (Jontiiuicd. 


Nairn,' 


H.  .-:.  <'li;ipp.'l 

AliiuT  Wilsun 

Mary  llaiit'unl 

Wiliiarii   Biirkrr 

Kice  Wills 

IVIiisi's  .^looru 

Hillary  I.aiii.-r 

(iilbort  riper , 

Joliii  lVla;;:-cock 

Elizabeth  Covin 

Heirs  of  liichanl  (.imvc.-. . . . , 

Aaron  IMillcr 

Thomas  C.  U'anur 

John  Jaiiimctoii 

L.  H.  Mnorc 

Ju?lnia  KeiuiL'ily 

Louis  liri^jnac 

William  MUlrr 

Thomas  Tate 

Edmuml  Doyle 

Geor<:t'  H.  Caniiiiii;hain 

Margaret  MeGIathan 

Elijah  Ferguson 

W.  M.  CoQper 

Cailiarine  Cunningham 

W.  M.  Cooper 

Heirs  of  J.  McChri^ty 

William  Carson 

N.  Kemper 

Peter  Paget 

James  and  WUIiam  Cullleld  . 
Samuel  and  David  Caradine  . 

Patience  Kimble 

John  Crocket 

John  Chambers 

Thomas  East 

James  Hamilton 

Robert  Cochran 

George  Packwood 

G.  B.  Demuran 

John  Rhodes 

William  Marbury 

John  Powel 

William  Watson 

Moses  Tyler 

James  T.  West 

David  Jones 

Heirs  of  Nimrod  Glasscock.. 

Jolm  Irwin 

Sarah  Slocuni 

Jesse  R.  Jones 

Jonathan  Gilmore 

Heirs  of  Jonathan  K'-mp  . . . . 

Richard  Wade 

Ezra  Courtney 

William  Fulson 

Da\id  Singleton 

Robert  Kirland 

J,  Ranul 

Jesse  Hagan 

Samuel  Oti 

Isaiah  Booker 


Where  situatid. 


Original.    piircha?t 


?>t.  I  ammaiiy... 
West  Feheiaiia  . 
do 

do 

Washinston 

St.  Tammany.. . 

(hi 

We>t  Felu-iaiia  . 

St.  Hch-iia 

St.  'I'ainiiiaiiy .. . 
Wa-lnnglnn  .... 

do 

rio 

do    

St.  llelrna 

St-  Taiiimariv.. . 


East  Fi-liri;ina 

Si.  Tammany 

Ea>t  Feliciana  .... 
Ea:^l  \\.\Um  Rouge. 

do 

Feliciana 

East  Baton  Rouge. 

do 

do 

do 

West  Feliciana  . . . , 
East  Feliciana  .... 
West  Feliciana  ... 

St.  Helena 

St.  Tammany 

West  Feliciana  .. . 

do 

St.  Helena 

East  Feliciana 

West  Feliciana  .... 

do 

St.  Helena 

St.  Tammany , 

East  Feliciana  . 

St.  Tanmiany 

^Vashington 

St.  Helena 

do 


do 

do  

East  Feliciana  - 

Washington  . . . 

St.  Tammany.. 
do 

St.  Helena 

do 

East  Feliciana  . 
do 

St.  Helena 

do 

East  Feliciana  . 

St.  Helena 

St.  Tammany.. 

East  Feliciana  . 


Month. 


From— 


January  . 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.Mar.-li... 
Mardi... 

1 
1 

1 

Ffliniary. 

•2 

' 

March, 


March... 
March. 


IM-J 
IHKI 
1811 
1811 
1811 

ifia 

1812 

isna 

1801 
1810 
1809 
1811 
1813 
1813 
1803 
1800 
1810 
1810 
181.1 
180.'-) 
1802 
1802 
1810 
1808 
1800 
1802 
1799 
1806 
1803 
1805 
1812 
1802 
1806 
1800 
1813 
1812 
1813 
1804 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1807 
1793 
1813 
1813 
1804 
1809 
1.809 
1809 
1813 
1812 
1811 
1812 
1812 
1809 
1812 
1809 
1786 
1810 
1811 
1812 
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19th  Congress.]  No.   463.  [1st  Session'. 

LAND    CLAIMS    IN    WEST    FLOlClDA. 

COMMrXKWTKD  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPliESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  28,    1825. 

TuE.isuRY  Dep.irtmext,  Li'CPmhcr  27,  1825. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resulntion  of  the  House  of  Kcprcsentatives  of  the  13th  instant,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  connnunicate  to  the  House  any  report  he  may  have  received  from  the  receiver 
and  register  of  the  district  of  West  Fhjrida,  under  tlic  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
entitled  "An  act  to  e.xtend  tlie  time  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  tlie  Territory  of  Florida," 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  herewith,  signed  hy  those  oflBcers,  together  v^-ith  an  explanatory 
letter  which  accompanied  it,  dated  the  13th  of  July  last.  By  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  the  claimants 
described  in  it  were  allowed  until  the  first  of  November  to  tile  their  claims,  but  bjf  the  statement  of  the 
register  and  receiver  it  appears  that  none  were  expected  to  bo  filed  after  the  date  of  their  letter,  and  as 
no  additional  report  has  since  arrived  from  them,  it  is  inferred  that  such  was  the  fact. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICHAED  EUSH. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  lluux  of  Representatives. 


T.uj,AnAssEE,  Juhj  13,  1825. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1825,  the  undersigned  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  a  report  of  tlieir  proceedings,  in  the  shape  of  a  general  abstract,  embracing-  all  the 
claims  in  support  of  which  any  testimony  has  been  exhibited,  and  upon  which  it  became  their  duty  to 
decide.  It  is  a  contiiniation  of  the  abstract  of  the  same  description,  marked  N,  (see  No.  433,  page  — ,) 
and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  The  reasons  upon 
which  the  present  decisions  have  been  made  are  to  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  former  board  of  commis- 
sioners upon  abstracts  to  which  the  undersigned  have  referred,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  undersigned  have  been  induced  to  make  their  report  thus  early  from  a  belief  that  the  business 
of  the  board  has  been  brought  to  a  final  close;  that  no  additional  claims  will  be  filed,  or  further  evidence 
exhibited  to  establish  tlieir  validity.  Notwithstanding  the  notice  of  the  undersigned  to  claimants, 
published  for  three  mouths  past,  no  testimony  has  been  adduced  in  favor  of  any  claim  except  in  an 
individual  instance.  The  secretary  completed  the  recording  on  the  9th  of  June,  ancl  the  undersigned  are 
of  the  opinion  that  no  furtlier  duties  will  be  required  of  the  register  and  receiver  under  the  act  of  Congress 
above  cited.  Should  the  contrary,  however,  prove  to  be  the  fact,  the  case  or  cases  may  be  readily  reported 
before  the  meeting'  of  the  next  Cijngress. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  consideration,  the  undersigned  remain  your  most  obedient  servants, 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON,  Register. 
R.  K.  CALL,  Receiver. 

Hon.  Secretary  oe  the  Treasury,  Washington  city. 


No.  2. 

22.  Charles  Lavalette  present  claimant;  Jose  Bernardo  do  Ilovia  original  grantee.  A  gratuitous 
concession  for  a  lot  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  253,  80  feet  front  by  l(J6i  feet  deep,  issued  by  Intendant 
Morales,  dated  July  5,  1811,  and  built  upon  and  enclosed  from  1811  to  1812.  Confirmed  as  belonging  to 
class  of  claims  marked  D. 

23.  Francisco  Balderas  present  claimant ;  Francisco  Rodriguez  original  grantee.  A  gratuitous 
concession  for  the  southern  half  of  a  lot  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  155,  86  feet  lA  inch,  English  measure, 
front  by  80  feet,  same  measure,  deep,  issued  by  Intendant  Morales,  dated  JIarch  23,  1810,  and  built  upon 
and  enclosed  in  the  same  year.     Confirmed  as  belonging  to  a  class  of  claims  marked  D. 

24.  The  heirs  and  legal  rejn'esentatives  of  Perina  Masitte  present  claimants;  Perina  Masitte  original 
claimant.  No  title  papers  filed  in  this  case.  The  parol  testimony  shows  that  Perina  Masitte  obtained  a 
grant  of  the  Baron  do  Carondelet,  in  the  year  1196,  for  a  lot  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  No.  93,  80  feet  front 
by  170  feet  deep;  that  it  was  built  upon  and  enclosed  within  a  year  after  the  date  of  the  grant,  and 
occupied  until  1803  or  1804.     Recommended  for  confirmation. 

25.  Reuben  Starke  present  claimant;  Manuel  Durante  original  claimant,  as  recited  in  an  act  of  sale 
from  Benito  Gareza  to  Starke,  duly  authenticated,  and  dated  July  6,  1818,  for  a  lot  in  the  city  of  Pensa- 
cola, No.  16,  80  feet  front  by  80  feet  deep.  The  mesne  conveyance  from  Gareza  to  Starke  also  recognizes 
the  existence  of  edifices,  &c.,  on  the  lot  at  the  time  of  the  transfer.  Recommended  for  confirmation  as 
belonging  to  class  of  claims  marked  E. 

20.  William  King  claims  040  acres  in  Escambia  county,  forming  the  suliurbs  of  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
and  immediately  contiguous  to  the  two  old  forts,  St.  Michael  and  St.  Bernard.  He  is  proved  to  have  been 
twenty-one  years  of  ag<',  tiie  head  of  a  family,  and  to  have  cleared  and  cultivated  about  four  acres  from 
the  year  1818  to  February  22,  1819,  during  which  time  ho  was  a  permanent  resident  of  Pensacola;  that 
between  the  years  1820  and  1821  three  additional  acres  were  cleared  and  enclosed,  and  a  large  two  story 
framed  house  built  tlicu-eon.  This  claim  was  reported  as  rejected  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  amongst 
the  Spanish  claims  marked  G,  and  is  now  recommended  for  confirmation  under  the  first  class  of  donation 
claims,  marked  11.     .Ml  wliirii  is  resjicctfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  R.  OVERTON,  Register  of  the  Western  District  (f  Florida. 
R.  K.  C.VLL,  Beceiver  of  I'uhlic  3fot)ei/s,  Land  Offifp  at  Tallahassee. 


1820.] 
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19th  Congress.] 


No.  464. 


1st  Session. 


SALi::  OF  'I'll  !■;   M()i;a\i.\x  lands  i\  oiiio. 

COM.MLWU'ATEIl  TO  THE  IIolr^E  OE  UEI'KESEXT.VTIVES  .lAMAUY   '2,    \><\li'l. 

(lEXEUAi.  Lanii  Ueih  e,  Juiiiinfij  2,  182(). 

Sir:  I  enclosi'  you  a  list  nfllic  lots  nl'  lainl  ciilcil  liy  Ihc  Society  nf  the  United  Hrcthn-ii  In  the  riiiti/il 
Stiltes,  (sec  act  of  .M;iy  2G,  1824, )  ami  which  liavr  liccii  valiicil  at  more  than  $1  25  per  acre.  'I'liesc  lands  have 
been  improved,  and  the  imiiroveinciils  daily  dctcrioratiiiL;';  they  arc  siiliji'cl  to  a  State  ta.x,  and  having- 
been  subject  to  entry  for  more  than  twelve  months  at  the  price  at  whii-,h  they  were  \alned,  I  think  it 
probidile  that  they  will  not  sell  for  their  appraised  Aaluc,  and  that  it  is  t'xpedicnt  to  oiler  tlii'in  at  pulilic 
sale  in  the  same  manner  as  other  jinhlic  lands;  for  which  purpose  I  c;iclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  hill. 
With  great  respect,  your  (ibedient  servant, 

UEOKCK  tUJAlIAM. 
Hon.  John  Scott,  Vliainnan  (f  (lie,   Coiiuiiil/cf  «»  J'tihlic  Taiii(I.<,  IT.  It. 


List  of  improved  Jo/s  in  the  tracts  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  iJie  Sneiiiij  of  United  Jinthren   leJiieh  remain 
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19th  Congress.] 


No.  4G5. 


[1st  Pession_ 


LAND    CLAIMS    IN    WEST    FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    5,    1826. 

Treasury  Department,  Jaimari/  4,  1826. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  the  21111  of  December,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  loth  of  that  month,  relative   to  reports  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office 
for  the  western  land  district  of  Florida,  I  have  received  from  those  officers  a  supplemental  and  final  report, 
dated  the  2d  of  December,  which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  cf  the  House  cf  Fa'prcsentatiees. 


TALL.AHASSEE,  December  2,  1825. 
Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  we  have  the  honor  to  report  an  abistract  of  claims  to  laud  in  West  Florida, 
founded  on  haliitation  and  cultivation,  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  IT,  1821,  with  the  evidence 
in  support  of  them. 

Having  completed  all  the  business  before  us,  and  the  time  allowed  fir  the  presentation  of  claims  liaving 
expired,  we  have  the  honor  to  report  the  commission  for  the  settlement  of  lahd  claims  in  West  Florida 
finally  closed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

R.  K.  CALL,  Receiver. 
G.  W.  WARD,  Berjister. 
Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Secretanj  ff  the  Treasi'ri/. 
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PUBLIC   LANDS. 


[No.  465. 


A  report  of  i-hihn.'i  to  land  in  West  Florida,  founded  on  habitation  and  cuUivation,  between  February  22,  1819, 
"  and  Jut II  n,  1S21 ;  reported  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress  apiproved  May  26,  1824. 


Njuiu's  nf  fliUtiiaiits. 


William  Elli:^ 

John  CoHiiirt 

Henry  A.  Voiiyo  ... 

Ilcnry  Yonge 

WillmiM  S.  rnpc... 
Heirs  of  Julm  Tiiriii 
*  John  Cariiocliaii.  . 
t  Jolin  VV.  Bush  ... 
Eli  Scurhifk 


21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 


No.  of  acres. 


.5  or    6 
10  or  12 

■1  or    5 
20 

10  nr  13 
2U 
.■iO 


Where  situated. 


East  side  of  Apalachicola  river... 
do do 

West  side  of  Apalaehicola  river.. 

East  side  of  Apalachicola  river. . , 

do do 

do   do 

do do 

Ilnhues'  valley,  Waltou  county.. 
do do 


18-21 
1821 
1821 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1819 
1820 


*  John  Carnoclian  is  one  of  those  interested  in  the  large  grant  to  Forbes  &  Co.,  and  settled  on  said  grant.    He  is  a  large  planter. 

t  Jcdiii  Bush,  we  learn,  had  his  claim  rejected  by  the  coinmissioners.    He  presented  it  to  us,  and  the  testimony,  on  the  last  day  ;  since  which  we  have 
heard  olijections'to  it,  and  send  such  testimony  as  can  be  Ijad.    It  .accompanies  this  report.  .    „.,.     „      . 

'  R.  K.  CALL,  Receiver. 

G.  W.  WARD,  UcgMtcr. 


No.  1. 

To  the  commissioners  of  land  claims  at  Pensacola : 

The  memorial  of  William  Ellis,  of  Gadsden  county.  Territory  of  Florida,  liumLly  sliowetli:  That  your 
memorialist  cmiji,-ratcd  from  Mcintosh  county,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  arrived  in  this  country  early  in 
the  spring  of  1820;  that  your  memorialist  made  a  crop  on  the  Apalachicola  river  that  and  the  succeeding 
year;  that  your  memorialist,  in  1822,  improved  on  the  waters  of  Ocklockney,  in  said  county,  and  has 
continued  to  improve  there  to  this  present  day.  Your  memorialist,  therefore,  claims  a  right  to  the  first 
improvement  made  on  the  Apalachicola  prior  to  July  17,  1821,  or  the  improvement  near  the  Ocklockney 
river,  where  he  now  resides  with  a  large  family. 

Your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  annexed  proof  of  the  facts  which  he  now  asserts,  and 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  his  case  into  your  serious  consideration,  and  grant  him  such  relief  us  you 
shalfdeem  meet,  as  it  is  evident  your  memorialist  built,  planted,  and  cultivated  the  soil  in  Gadsden  county 
within  the  time  limited  by  the  act  of  May  24,  1824;   and  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

WILLIAM  ELLIS. 

Ocklockney  Settlement,  July  12,  1824. 


Territory  of  Florida,  Gadsden  County  : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  Michael  Harvey,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  afore- 
said, John  Collins  and  William  Ileaton  Ellis,  residents  of  the  county  aforesaid,  and,  being  duly  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelists,  depose  and  say:  That  they  have  perused  and  examined  the  within  petition  or  memo- 
rial of  William  Ellis,  and  that  the  contents  of  the  same  are  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 
and  belief  JOHN  COLLINS. 

WILLIAM  H.  ELLIS. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  August  12,  1824. 


M.  HARVEY,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


I  certify  that  this  instrument  of  writing  was  executed  in  my  presence  August  12,  1824,  and  that  the 
12th  day  of  July  was  inserted  through  a  mistake. 

EDMUND  DOYLE. 

John  Collins,  a  witness  in  support  of  the  claim  of  William  Ellis,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith:  That  William  Ellis,  who  was  the  head  of  a  family  and  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  settled  and 
improved  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  one  mile  below  the  Cut-off,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1821;  that  he  built  houses  and  planted  a 
crop  of  corn  on  the  said  tract  of  land;  and  that  the  said  William  Ellis  was  an  actual  inhabitant  and 
cultivator  of  said  tract  of  land  July  17,  1821;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

his 

JOHN  M  COLLINS. 

mark. 


Edmund  Doyle,  a  witness  in  support  of  the  claim  of  William  Ellis,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith:  That  William  Ellis,  who  was  tlie  head  of  a  family  and  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  settled  and 
improved  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Apalachicola  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
one  mile  below  the  Cut-cift',  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1821;  that  he  built  liouses  and  planted  a  crop  of  corn 
on  the  said  tract  of  land  of  live  or  six  acres;  and  that  tlie  said  William  Ellis  was  an  actual  inhabitant 
and  cultivator  of  said  tract  of  land  July  17,  1821;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

EDMUND  DOYLE. 


1820.] 
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No.  2. 

To  the  commix^ioner><  of  land  claims  at  Puixacnla: 

The  mciiiiirial  of  Joliu  (.'oUins,  of  Gailsilcu  cmuity,  luimlily  showetli:  That  your  incinurialisl  nnivcl 
in  this  country  in  tho  month  of  Ai)ril,  IS'Jl),  ami  maih'  a  cro|)  on  tjic  river  Apahirhicula  Ihal  year:  lliat 
voiir  nicinoriulist,  wishing-  to  remove  tu  a  mnic  convenient  situation,  iin[ii-ii\e(|,  in  Ihe  fall  of  Is-i.'i,  a  tract 
of  hind  of  upwards  of  twenty  at'res  on  llie  waters  of  Jiocky  Comfort  creel;,  a  liraneli  nf  Ochlnekney  ri\ci-, 
on  which  hi:  built  a  temporary  cabin;   that  your  memorialist  was  prevented  I'loui  tin'  further  ini)iro\-ement 

of  said  tract  on  being-  informed  that  the  aforesaid  tract  was  included   in  tla-  reser\-e   i le  to  Xeaniatiila, 

the  principal  chief  of  the  Seminole  Indians;  that  your  memorialist  came  into  this  (-(Jiintry  fnr  the  pui-posc 
of  actual  settlement,  and  would  have  done  so  if  it  was  not  for  the  unsettled  state  ef  tiie  Indians  at  the 
time  of  his  first  arrival  in  the  countr}',  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  evidence  |irnibiee(i  lieiewith. 
Your  memorialist  therefore  prays  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  his  case  intu  your  censideiation,  as  it  will 
fully  appear  that  your  memorialist  was  an  actual  settler  in  the  country  prior  to  July  17,  1S21  ;  and  your 
petitioner  will  prav.  &c. 

JOHN  COLLINS. 

Territory  of  Florida,   Gadsden  Count ij : 

This  da_y  personally  appeared  before  me,  Michael  Harvey,  justice  of  the  jieace  for  tlie  county  afore- 
said, William  Ellis  and  William  Heaton  Ellis,  residents  of  the  county  aforesaid,  of  lawful  age,  and,  being- 
duly  sworn,  depose  that  the  contents  of  the  foreg-oing-  petition  are  just  and  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 
edge and  belief.  AVILLIAM  ELLIS. 

WILLIAM  II.   ELLIS. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  and  subscribed,  August  12,  1824. 

M.  HARVEY,  Ju st ire  ff  the  Peace. 

I  certify  that  the  above  instrument  of  writing-  was  sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence  August 
12,  1824,  and  that  July  12,  1824,  was  inserted  through  mistake. 

EDMUND  DOYLE. 

William  Ellis,  a  witness  in  support  of  the  claim  of  John  Collins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith 
that,  in  Aiiril,  1820,  said  Collins,  who  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  above  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
commenced  clearing-  a  tract  of  land  on  the  east  of  the  Apalacliicola  river,  north  of  a  plantation  settled  by 
Carnochan,  and  cultivated  the  same  land;  and  that  the  said  John  Collins  was  an  actual  inhabitant  and 
cultivator  of  said  land  Jul}'  17,  1821;  and  furthermore  this  deponent  saith  not. 

AVILLIAM  ELLIS. 

Edmund  Doyle,  a  witness  iu  support  of  the  claim  of  John  Collins,  being-  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith  that,  for  some  time  previous  to  July  17,  1821,  the  said  John  Collins,  who  was  the  head  of  a  family, 
and  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  had  settled  and  planted  a  crop  of  corn  on  a  tract  of  laud  situated  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  of  ten  or  twelve  acres;  and  that  he  v/as  in  actual  possession  of 
that  tract  of  land  at  that  time;  and  furthermore  this  deponent  saith  not. 

EDMCND  DOYLE. 


No.  3. 

To  the  commissioners  of  hnd  claims,  Tallahassee : 

The  petition  of  Henry  A.  Y^onge  humblj-  showeth:  That,  in  April,  1821,  he  located  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  plantation  of  Mr.  William  Hambly, 
east  by  the  river,  and  north  and  west  by  Indians  under  chief  Cochrane;  and  that  he  was  actually  au 
inhabitant  and  cultivator  of  said  land  July  17,  1821,  during  which  time  he  sustained  most  disadvantages 
attending-  on  new  settlers,  say  the  loss  of  crops  and  two  slaves.  Your  petitioner,  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, wishing-  to  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  dated  May  20,  1824,  granting 
donations  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  Florida,  submits  to  the  commissioners  the  propriety  of  his  claim 
under  said  act.     And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

HENRY  A.  YONGE. 

Tallahassee,  October  4,  1825. 

William  Ellis,  a  witness  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Henry  A.  Yonge,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith  that,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1821,  Henrj'  A.  Yonge  cultivated  a  field  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Apalachicola  river,  on  the  north  side  of  a  tract  of  land  cultivated  by  William  Hambly,  at  the  Spanish 
bluft's,  on  said  river,  and  that  he  resided  at  the  said  1  duffs;  and  that  he  was  an  actual  inhabitant  and 
cultivator  of  said  land  July  17,  1821;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  ELLIS. 

Edmund  Doyle,  a  witness  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Henry  A.  Yonge,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith  that,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1821,  the  said  Henry  A.  Yonge  cultivated  a  field  of  between  four  and 
five  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  and  adjoining  the  field  of  William  Hambly, 
at  the  Spanish  bluffs,  on  said  river;  and  that  the  said  Henry  A.  Yonge  was  an  actual  cultivator  of  said 
tract  of  land  July  17,  1821;  and  furthermore  this  deponent  saith  not. 

EDMUND  DOYLE. 
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The  deposition  of  John  CoUius,  taken  in  the  case  of  Henry  A.  Yonge,  claimant  under  the  donation  act  of 

May  26,  1824: 

John  Collins,  being  d\ily  sworn,  saith  that,  in  the  spring  of  1821,  the  said  Henry  A.  Yonge  settled  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Aiialachicola  river,  cleared  land,  built  houses,  &c.;  and  that  he  was 
actually  a  cultivator  and  inhabitant  of  that  land  July  17,  1821. 

•'  his 

JOHN  M    COLLINS. 

mark. 

Attest:  GEO.  T.  WARD,  Clerk. 

Personally  appeared  before  Ambrose  Crane,  justice  of  the  peace  for  Lcoune  county,  Henry  Yonge, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  his  son,  Henry  iVlexander  Yonge,  was  over  the  age  of 
twent3'-one  years,  and  the  head  of  a  family,  at  the  time  he  settled  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  river 
Apalachicola,  for  which  he  claims  a  donation  right  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  26,  1824. 

HENRY  YONGE. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Tallahassee,  this  llth  of  September,  1825. 

AMBROSE  CRANE,  J.  P.  L.  C. 


No.  4. 

To  the  commissioners  of  land  claims,  Tallahassee : 

The  petition  of  Henry  Yonge,  of  Gadsden  county,  humbly  showeth:  Tiiat,  in  June,  1819,  he  visited 
this  Territory  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  it  and  locating  a  situation  for  cultivatiiju;  that  he  selected  a 
place  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  and  the  following  year,  say  1820,  actually  commtnced 
a  settlement;  that,  having  persevered  for  two  years  under  every  disadvantage  attendant  on  first  settlers 
in  new  countries,  from  the  loss  of  crops  by  freshets,  and  slaves  by  the  unhealthiness  of  the  situation,  he 
was  compelled  to  remove  to  his  present  residence  in  Gadsden  county,  thereby  adding  to  his  losses  two 
years'  labor,  in  improvements,  of  upwards  of  twenty  negroes. 

Your  petitioner,  under  all  these  losses,  wishing  to  avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress 
dated  May  26,  1824,  granting  donations  to  certain  settlers  in  Florida,  sulunits  to  the  commissioners  the 
propriety  of  his  claim  under  said  act.     And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

HENRY  YONGE. 

Tallahassee,  September  11,  1825. 

The  deposition  of  John  Carnochau,  taken  in  the  case  of  Henry  Yonge,  claimant  under  the  donation  act  of 

May  26,  1824: 

John  Carnochan,  now  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that,  in  the  year  1820,  Henry  Yonge  did 
commence  a  settlement  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river  Apalachicola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  ttiat  he 
then  and  there  made  very  considerable  improvements,  built  houses,  and  cultivated  the  soil  witii  upwards  of 
twenty  hands;  that  he  was  actually  a  cultivator  of  the  land  July  11,  1821,  and  that  he  was  the  head  of  a 
family,  and  over  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

JOHN  CARNOCHAN. 

Territory  of  FLOBmA,  Gadsden  County: 

This  day  came  before  me,  Ambrose  Crane,  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Edmund  Doyle, 
of  lawful  age,  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  that  Henry  Yonge  did  actually 
build,  improve,  and  cultivate  on  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Apalachicola,  on  the  eastern  side,  at  a  point 
knijwu  by  the  mouth  of  the  Cut-oflf,  more  than  twenty  acres,  prior  to  July  21,  1821. 

EDMUND  DOYLE. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  and  subscribed,  this  30th  of  October,  1824. 

AMBROSE  CRANE. 


No.  5. 

To  the  receiver  and  register  of  the  land  office  at  Tallahassee: 

William  S.  Pope,  a  citizen  of  West  Florida,  petitions  for  a  tract  of  land  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
situated  on  the  east  bank  of  tlie  Apalachic<jla  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  founded  on  habitation 
and  cultivation  prior  to  July  11,  1821. 

JOHN  M.  POPE,  Agent. 

The  deposition  of  John  M.  Pope,  taken  in  the  case  of  William  S.  Pope,  claimant  under  donation  act  of 

Congress  of  May  26,  1824: 
Jolin  M,  Pope,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the  said  William  S.  Pope,  in  the  month  of 
November,  1820,  settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  tliat  he 
cleared  and  improved  land,  built  houses,  &c.;   and  that  he  was,  July  11,  1821,  a  cultivator  and  inhabitant 
of  that  land;  that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  over  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

JNO.  M.  POPE. 

Edmund  Doyle,  a  witness  in  the  case  of  William  S.  Pope,  claimant  under  the  donation  act  of  May  26, 
1824,  being  duly  sworn,  deposetli  and  saith  that  the  said  William  S.  Pope  settled,  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  1821,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Apidachicola  river,  and  im))roved  about  ten  or  twelve  acres,  and  was 
(ictually  an  inhabitant  and  cultivator  of  that  land  July  11,  1821. 

EDMUND  DOYLE. 
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No.    (i. 

To  the  rcct'irrr  and  rrgisirr  of  the  land  off'irc  at  Tullahasf^rr  : 

The  heirs  of  John  TLumer,  late  a  citizen  of  AVest  Floriila,  petition  for  a  tract  of  hnid  of  six  hundrcil 
and   forty  acres,  sitnated   on  the  east   bank  of  Aiialachicola  river,    in  the  Territory  of  I'iorida,  founded 
niion  haliitation  and  cultivation  luiiu'  to  July  17,  IS-Jl. 
'  JOHN    M.   i'OI'i;,  A'ji'iif. 

The  deposition  of  John  M.  Pope,  taken  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  John  Tanner,  late  a  citizen  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  claimant  umhr  the  donation  act  of  Ci.in;4-ress  of  May  :iCi,  iM^t: 
John  M.  Pope  being-  duly  sworn,  dejioseth  and  saith  that  the  said  John  Tanner,  in  tlie  nionth  of 
November,  18-2(),  made  a  settlement  on  the  east  side  of  Apalachicola  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida; 
that  he  cleared  and  improved  land  and  built  houses,  and  that  he  was,  on  July  17,  ls21,  actually  an  iidialji- 
tant  and  cultivator  of  that  land,  and  that  he  was  at  that  time  the  head  of  a  family  and  over  21  years  of 

^^'^'  JOHN  -M.  POPE, 

The  deposition  of  Edmund  Doyle,  taken  in  the  case  iif  the  heirs  of  John  Tanner,  late  a  citizen  of  th(! 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  clainmnt'  nnder  the  donation  act  of  May  26,  1S24,  showctli:  'fhat  the  said  John 
Tanner, 'in  the  spring-  of  the  year  1821,  settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Apalachicola,  near  the  Cut-oif 
in  that  river,  and  nearly  opposite  the  Spanish  bluff;  that  he  there  made  improvements,  cultivated  the  soil,^ 
and  was  actually  an  inhabitant  of  said  land,  about  twenty  acres,  July  17,  1821;  that  he  was  the  head  of 
a  faniilv,  and  over  21  years  of  age  at  that  time. 

EDMUND  DOYLE. 


No.  7. 

To  the  commissioners  of  land  claims,  Tallahassee: 

The  petition  of  John  Carnochan,  of  Gadsden  county,  humbly  showeth:  That  in  the  month  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  he  removed  from  Georgia  some  negroes  into  tiiis  Territory,  and 
made  a  settlement  on  the  east  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  where  the  said  slaves  planted  and  made  a 
crop  that  year  and  every  season  since;  that  your  petitioner  arrived  on  the  above  place  in  the  month  of 
September  of  said  year,  1820,  and  has  since  tlien  expended  and  laid  out  a  great  deal  of  money  and  labor 
thereon,  clearing  la'rge  fields,  being  the  first  person  who  introduced  the  long  staple  cotton  and  sugar  cane 
iutoAVcst  Florida,  cultivating  the  same,  making  improvements,  erecting  sugar-mill  works,  copjieror  sugar 
boilers,  the  only  apparatus  of  the  kind  in  all  Western  Florida.  Your  petitioner  would  humbly  represent 
that,  from  the  inundations  of  said  river,  the  disturbed  state  of  the  Indians  for  years,  the  price  of  pro- 
visions and  other  supplies  of  all  kinds,  the  numerous  difficulties  attending  settling  any  new^  country, 
making  roads,  &c.,  .ic.,  a  large  and  valuable  .gang  of  slaves  have  not  for  the  four  years  of  1820,^  1821,  1822, 
1823,  paid  their  own  and  plantation  expenses.  Your  petitioner  would  -ivish  to  avail  himself  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  dated  May  20,  1824,  granting  donations  or  privileges  to  certain  settlers  in 
Florida,  submits  to  the  commissioners  the  propriety  of  claiming  such  rights  as  may  accrue  therefrom; 
and  further  solicits  such  relief  from  the  said  commissioners  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  grant  him;  and 
your  petitioner  will,  as  in  dutv  bound,  ever  prav,  iS:c. 

T.iLLAHASSEE.  Lcon  County,  October  i,  1825. 

TERRrroRY  OF  Fi.oRiD.\,  Gadsden  County: 

This  day  appeared  before  me,  Jonathan  Eobinson,  judge  of  the  county  court,  Edmund  Doyle,  of  said 
county,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  Mr.  John  Carnochan,  also  of  said  county,  sent  an 
overseer  and  number  of  slaves  from  the  State  of  Georgia  into  this  Territory,  who  settled  on  the  east  side 
of  Apalachicola  river  in  the  month  of  April  1820,  where  they  planted  and  made  a  crop  that  season  and 
every  year  since;  and  that  the  said  John  Carnochan  arrived  himself  at  the  place  aforesaid  in  the  month 
of  September  of  same  year,  1820;  and  this  dop(jnent  further  declares  that  the  said  John  Carnochan  and 
his  be'foro-named  slaves  have,  there,  on  said  river,  in  this  Territory,  made  valuable  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, and  have  cleared  and  cultivated  large  fields  of  the  Sea  Island  or  black  seed  cotton  and  the  sugar 
cane,  amounting  to  about  fifty  acres;  and  was  the  first  person  who  introduced  these  two  valuable  staples 
into  this  quarter  of  the  Territory,  at  considerable  expense,  and  is  now,  at  this  very  time,  erecting  a  valuable 
sugar-mill  and  works,  with  three  large  boilers  of  copper,  to  grind  his  crop  of  sugar  cane  made  there  this  year. 
The  said  mill  and  works  this  deponent  believes  to  be  the  first  sugar  apparatus  erected  in  the  western  part 

of  this  Territory.  ^  ,^,.^  ,^ 

EDMUND  DO^LE. 

Sworn  to  before  me  November  25,  1824. 

JONATHAN  ROBINSON,  Judge. 

Sworn  to  before  us  October  4,  1825. 

E.  K.  CALL, 

G.  W.  "WAKD,   Commissioners. 

The  deposition  of  John  Collins,  taken  in  the  claim  of  John  Carnochan,  showeth:  That  John  Carnochan 
■was  a  settler  and  cultivator  of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Aiialachicola  July  17,  I81.I, 
and  that  he  made  valuable  improvements  there  between  April  6,  1820,  and  July  17,  1821. 

JOHN  +  COLLINS. 

iii;irU. 

Attest-  GEOKGE  T.   WAUD,   ClerL: 
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No.  8. 

To  the  commismonern  of  land  rlaiina  fur  the  didrict  of  Wed  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  W.  Bush  respectfully  shows:  Tiiat  lie  claims  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
situate  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chipola  road,  in  Holmes'  valley,  bounded  west  by  the  lands  of  John  Bush, 
north  by  vacant  lan<ls,  east  by  A.  M.  Kea,  south  bj'  said  road;  which  land  he  inhabited  and  cultivated  on 
July  17,  1821,  at  wliich  time  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  ago  and  the  head  of  a  family. 

JOHN  W.  BUSH. 

Auca-sT  21,  1824. 

Territory  of  Florid.v,  Jackson  County: 

Personally  came  before  me  Asbury  Bush,  who,  being  duly  sworn  to  state  what  he  knew  concerning 
John  W.  Bush  making  a  settlement  on  the  valley  east  of  John  Bush,  states  that  said  John  W.  Bush  com- 
menced working  at  said  place  in  1819;  took  sick  and  came  to  his  (said  deponent's)  father's;  returned  in 
1820,  and  commenced  working  on  said  place  again,  and  lived  there  ever  since,  and  ever  since  1820  has 
continued  to  cultivate  said  land  to  the  best  of  his  (said  deponent's)  knowledge;  he  hired  F.  Johnson  to 
assist  him  in  working  on  said  premises  in  1819,  and  John  Menable  to  assist  him  in  working  on  said 
premises  in  1820,  at  the  fall  of  which  year  John  W.  Bush  and  John  Bush  joined  in  farming;  and  that  said 
John  W.  Bush  has  lived  ever  since  on  the  above-described  premises. 

ASBURY  BUSH. 

October  19,  1825. 

JAMES  B.  RUSS,  J.  P. 

Jolin  Bush,  a  witness  in  the  case  of  John  W.  Bu.sh,  claimant  under  the  donation  act  of  May  26,  1824, 
being  didy  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the  said  John  W.  Bush  settled  a  tract  of  land  in  Holmes' 
valley,  Walton  county,  Territory  of  Florida,  on  the  east  side  of  a  tract  cultivated  by  this  deponent,  which 
the  said  John  W.  Busii  commenced  improving  in  the  year  1819;  and  that  he  continued  improving  the  said 
land  until  July  11,  1821,  at  which  time  he  was  an  actual  cultivator  and  inhabitant  of  the  same,  and  that 
he  was  over  twenty-one  j'ears  of  age  at  that  time;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  BUSH. 
Territory  of  Florida,  Leon  County,  December  3,  1825: 

I  hereby  certify  that  J.  W.  Bush  came  to  school  to  me  in  the  summer  of  1822;  that  he,  the  said  J. 
W.  Bush,  had  never  been  the  head  of  a  family,  but  lived  with  his  father,  and  in  1823  he  sued  his  father 
as  he  told  me,  for  his  wages,  he  having  notes  of  hand  of  his  father — each  note  I  think  was  for  $19  and 
$20 — to  a  large  amount;  he  sued  his  father  before  Justice  W.  Lewis,  obtained  judgment,  &c.,  and  had 
his  father's  negroes  and  other  property  sold,  which  is  on  Squire  Lewis'  docket  book;  and  said  J.  W.  Bush 
purchased  in  his  father's  property,  and,  from  every  appearance,  I  don't  think  there  could  have  been  any 
crop  made  in  1821  by  Bush;  and  the  cause  said  J.  W.  Bush  told  me  he  sued  his  father  for  his  wages  from 
the  time  he  left  Georgia. 

J.  R.  LANE. 

The  within  aflidavit  was  sworn  to  by  the  said  Joseph  R.  Lane  before  me,  at  •Tallahassee,  this'  3d 
day  of  December,  1825. 

AMBROSE  CRANE,   [l.  s.] 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  for  the  County  of  Leon. 


No.  9. 

Floripa  Territory,  Jaehmn  County,  United  Slates: 

Personally  came  before  me  Presley  Scurlock,  and,  being  duly  sworn  to  state  what  he  knew  concern- 
ing Eli  Scurlock's  cultivating  and  inhabiting  a  tract  of  land  in  the  valley,  now  in  Walton  county,  also 
relating  to  said  E.  Scurlock's  renting  of  said  land  of  John  Innerarity,  the  said  Presley  makes  the  following 
statement:  That  said  Eli  Scurlock  did  occupy  and  cultivate  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  valley  as  above 
stated;  that  he  had  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  and  Irish  potatoes  in  cultivation;  and  that  I  saw  a 
quantity  of  the  potatoes  after  they  were  dug;  and  that  said  Eli  lived  tliere  and  cultivated  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty;  and  that  said  Eli  never  rented  said  land  of  Innerarity,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  nor  of  any  other  person;  and  that  I,  said  P.  Scurlock,  rented  said  land  of  said  Inneraritj', 
became  dissatisfied,  kept  on  up  to  Chipola,  there  made  a  crop  in  the  said  year  1820;  the  said  Eli  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time,  viz:  July  17,  1821,  and  was  the  head  of  a  family. 

PRESLEY  SCURLOCK. 

Sworn  to  before  me  October  19,  1825. 

JAMES  B.  RUSS,  J.  P. 
Florida  Territory,  Jackson  County,  United  Slates: 

Personally  came  before  me  Jefferson  Scurlock,  who,  being  duly  sworn  to  state  what  he  knew  with 
regard  to  Eli  Scurlock's  cultivating  and  inhabiting  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  the  valley  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Big  Field,  whereon  Wherriot  Lewis  now  lives,  which  said  place  said  Eli  did  cultivate  and 
inhabit  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  by  planting  corn  and  potatoes;  and  that  I  saw  a 
qn.antity  of  potatoes  dug  out  of  said  plantation,  and  eat  a  part  of  them;  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief  he  never  rented  said  land  of  John  Innerarity,  nor  any  other  person.  My  father,  Presley  Scurlock, 
rented  said  land  of  Innerarity,  but  did  not  stay  to  make  a  crop,  but  moved  on  to  Chipola,  and  there  made 
a  crop  in  the  year  1820. 

JEFFERSON  SCURLOCK. 

Sworn  to  before  me  October  19,  1825. 

JAMES  B.  RUSS,  /.  P. 


1826.1  COMrENSATlON    FOU    AX    INDIAN    K  K  S  K  K  V  A  T  10  N  .  4^)^ 


John  Busli,  a  witness  in  the  case  of  Eli  Scurloek,  claimant  nnder  the  donation  act  of  May  2(),  1821, 
bein"'  (Inly  sworn,  tle|iosetli  and  ^<aith  that  the  said  ]']li  Scurloek  settled  iiu  a  tract  of  land  (•(iniiinMil v 
known  b_y  the  name  of  the  OM  nr  15!^-  Field,  in  llnlnics'  valley,  Walton  county,  Territory  uf  MMrida,  which 
tract  of  land  he  commenced  cnltivatin^-  in  tiie  year  182t). 

JOHN   BUrilJ. 


lOrn  Congress.]  No.   466.  [1st  Session. 


COMPENSATION  FOR  AN   INDIAN  RESERVATION  SOLD  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

CoMML'XIC.iTEn    TO    TIIE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    J.\NU.mY  <j,    1820. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from   the  Committee  on   Indian  Afl'airs,  to  whum  were  refrrred  (he  pctilinn  and  docnments  of 
James   Wolentt   and  .Mary,  his  wile,  of  tlie  State  of  Ohio,  submitted  tiie  f  )llowiiig  rejiorl: 

That,  by  a  treaty  held  at  St.  Mary'.s,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  October  (5,  1818,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Miami  natidii  of  Indians,  a  section  of  land  lying  at  the  mouth  of  Stniiy  creek,  on  the  southeast 
side  of  the  Wabash  river,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  was  reserved  to  Mary  Wells,  a  half-blooded  .Miami 
Indian,  daugditer  of  the  late  Captain  William  Wells.  That  the  said  Mary  has  since  intermarried  witli 
James  Wolcott,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  who  unites  with  her  in  the  petition  aforesaid. 

It  appears,  from  the  deposition.s  of  several  respectable  witnesses,  that  said  section  of  land  is  of  the 
first  quality  in  point  of  fertility  of  soil,  and  possesses  superior  water  privileges  fir  mills  and  machinery 
of  every  description,  and  it  also  embraces  a  valuable  coal  mine.  It  furtln'r  ajipears  that  upwards  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  said  land,  includin.ij,-  themost  valuable  part,  and  water  privileg-es,  was,  in  the  immtii  of 
December,  1824,  by  mistake  of  tiie  officers  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  sold  at  the  land  oftico 
at  Crawfordsville,  and  State  of  Indiana.  That  the  purchasers  have  erected  a  mill  and  made  other  valualile 
improvements  on  said  laud.  Several  respectable  witnesses  have  testitii'd  to  the  value  of  said  section  of 
laud,  in  a  state  of  nature,  all  of  whom  estimate  it  to  lie  worth  at  least  three  dollars  per  acre.  The  jieti- 
tiouers  being  willing  to  execute  a  conveyance  to  the  United  States  for  the  entire  section,  on  their  receiving 
its  value,  without  regard  to  the  improvements,  your  committee  conceive  it  would  not  only  be  good  policy, 
but  an  act  of  justice  on  the  part  of  government,  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners;  they  therefore 
report  a  bill  allowing  them  three  dollars  per  acre. 


General  Land  Office,  December  28,  1825. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  enclose  a  plat  of  the  survey  of  the  reserve  of  640  acres,  for  Mary 
Wells,  exibiting  the  tracts  that  have  been  sold,  wlien,  and  to  whom,  and  for  what  price.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  190  acres  of  her  reserve  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Tiffin,  explanatory  of  the  causes  that  delayed  the  surveying 
of  this  reserve. 

With  very  great  respect,  j'our  obedient  servant, 


GEORGE  GRAHAM. 


Hon.  AViLLiAM  'S[cLi:xs,  House  cif  Bcjjrc^entatives. 


Surveyor  General's  Office,  ChilicofJie,  April  26,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  this  morning  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dunn,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Crawfordsville, 
Indiana,  dated  on  the  1st  instant,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

"Your  letter  of  the  14th  of  I^Iarch,  and  plat  of  four  sections  at  the  month  of  Stony  reek,  including 
Mary  Wells'  reserve,  has  been  received.  You  will  find,  by  referring  to  my  return  fjr  the  4th  ((uarter  of 
1824,  that  her  reserve  includes  a  part  of  live  eiglity-acre  lots,  sold  at  the  public  sale  of  the  public  lands 
in  December  last." 

This  is  a  circumstance  much  to  be  regretted,  but  which  has  not  grown  out  of  any  negligence  on  my 
part,  or  of  any  of  my  deputies.  In  1819  I  despatched  Ui:  Joseph  S.  Allen,  one  of  my^deputies,  for  tlie 
express  purpose  of  laying  oft"  and  surveying  the  several  Indian  reservations  in  the  State  ol  Indiana, 
according  to  the  treaties  of  St.  Mary's,  in  October,  1818.  Mr.  Allen,  by  my  directions,  reported  himself 
to  the  Indian  agent  at  Fort  Wayne,  (the  late  Dr.  Turner.)  and  called  on  "him  for  the  necessary  information 
respecting  the  situation  of  the  various  reserves,  and  to  obtain  of  him  the  necessary  guides,  interpreters, 
&c.,  to  accompany  him.  This  was,  in  part,  attended  tu  by  the  Indian  agent;  but  with  all  the  information 
Mr.  Allen  could  "obtain,  and  all  the  exertions  he  could  use,  he  was  unable  to  find  the  situation  of  several 
of  these  reserves.  Mr.  Allen  reported  to  me  that  because  the  Indians  would  not  permit  the  survey  of  the 
section  reserved  (on  the  northweM  side  of  the  Wabash,  at  the  mouth  of  Fork  creek)  to  Ann  Turner,  tlie 
wife  of  Doctor  Turner,  the  doctor  forbade  the  survey  of  the  section  reserved  to  Mary  Wells,  who  was  his 
wife's  sister,  and  would  give  no  information  as  to  where  it  was  situated. 

After  Mr.  Allen's  abortive  attempt  to  conqdete  tin'  survey  of  the  Indian  res<>rvations,  I  sent  out 
successively,  and  at  diiTereut  periods,  Mr.  Beutly,   Mr.   Kellogg,  and   Captain  Rilej-,   beside    specially 
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instructing  my  deputies,  who  were  employed  in  subdividing-  the  townsliips,  to  survey  any  Lidian  reserva- 
tions which,  upon  iu(iuiry,  tliey  miglit  iiud  to  be  situated  within  their  districts. 

But  with  all  these  precautions,  the  reserve  of  Mary  Wells  and  that  at  the  mouth  of  Atchepongquame 
creek,  on  Salamarie  river,  remained  unfound  and  inisurveyed.  Tiic  present  worthy  agent  at  Fort  Wayne, 
(General  Tipton,)  by  his  persevering  e.xertions,  has  lately  been  able  to  find  out  and  cause  to  be  surveyed 
these  two  last  named  reserves. 

I  submit  this  statement  in  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  surveying  the  reserve  of  Mary 
Wells,  which,  you  will  perceive,  was  not  surveyed  until  subsequent  to  the  mle  of  part  of  the  land  on  which 
it  has  been  located,  that  such  measures  in  relation  to  the  case  may  be  adopted  by  the  government  as  may 
seem  most  proper. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  TIFFIN. 

George  Gr.miam,  Esq.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington. 


Accompanying  the  original  documenix  is  a  plat  of  the  survey  of  Mary  Wells'  reserve. 
The  tracts  colored  blue  have  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  viz: 

The  E.    i  of  NE.  J  20,  containing  80  acres,  sold  December  21,  1824,  for  §100,  to  H.  Roliinson. 
The  W.  1  of  NE.  i  211,  containing  80  acres,  sold  December  2.3,  1824,  for  $100,  to  J.  Clark. 
The  E.    h  of  N  W.  1  29,  containing  80  acres,  sold  December  23,  1824,  for  $100,  to  J.  Clark. 
The  E.    h  of  SE.    I  29,  containing  80  acres,  sold  January  10,  1825,  for  $100,  to  B.  D.  Angel. 
The  W.  I  of  SW.  I  29,  containing  80  acres,  sold  December  21,  1824,  for  $100,  to  II.  Manary. 
The  E.    -|  of  SE.  J  30,  containing  80  acres,  sold  December  21,  1824,  for  $100,  to  D.  Baum. 
The  W.  1  of  SE.  i  30,  containing  80  acres,  sold  December  21,  1824,  for  $100.  to  D.  Baum. 
Tiie  AV.  I  of  NW.  \  32,  containing  80  acres,  sold  December  21,  1824,  for  $100,  to  D.  Baum. 
Of  the  above  sales  about  190  acres  are  included  within  the  lines  of  the  reserve  of  640  acres  for  Mary 
Wells. 


19th  Congress.]  N"o.   467.  [1st Session. 

LAND    CLAIMS   IN    EAST   AND    WEST    FLORIDA. 

COSnrUNICATKD   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES   JANUARY    6,    1826. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolution  in  reference  to,  and 
the  reports  of  the  boards  of  conuuissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in 
the  Territoiy  of  Florida,  reported: 

That  they  have  examined  the  reports  of  the  boards  of  commissioners  both  of  East  and  West  Florida. 
As  no  satisfactory  returns  have  been  made  by  the  board  in  East  Florida,  nor  any  good  reason  furnished 
for  the  delay,  the  committee  deem  it  improper  now  to  act  in  reference  to  those  claims.  If  a  report  is  early 
made,  the  whole  of  the  claims  in  tliat  district  may  be  embraced  in  one  general  law;  and  if  none  is  made, 
perhaps  some  other  mode  of  settling  the  unliuishod  business  in  that  district  had  better  be  resorted  to. 

The  committee  have  looked  carefully  into  the  reports  of  the  board  of  commissioners  in  West  Florida, 
and  find  that  they  have  performed  the  duties  assigned  them  by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  with  great 
care,  neatness,  and  ability.  The  claims  are  all  properly  classed,  and  contained  in  general  opinions  and 
special  aljstracts,  setting  each  class  out  in  the  most  perspicuous  manner,  accompanied  by  the  reasons  for 
the  confirmation  or  rejection,  with  an  aide  exposition  of  national  law,  Spanish  jurisprudence,  and  the 
rules,  regulations,  and  usages  on  which  the  claims  are  founded.  A  few  titles  remain  nnsettled,  recom- 
mended by  the  commissioners  as  equitable  and  just,  and  which,  by  law,  they  had  not  the  power  to  confirm. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  ample;  justice  has  been  done  to  the  respective  claimants,  while,  by  the 
labor  and  diligence  of  the  commissioners,  the  public  interest  has  been  zealously  guarded,  and  all  atteuipts 
at  fraud  and  forgery  detected  and  exposed.  A  jiart  of  the  reports  in  question  was  made  after  the  time 
limited  by  law  for  the  operations  of  the  board  had  expired;  but  as  the  commissioners,  who  knew  the 
business  was  unfinished,  had  every  reason  to  believe  they  would  be  continued,  and  were  compelled  to 
remain  at  their  post,  in  possession  of  the  papers  and  records  of  the  office,  subiect  to  the  order  of  the 
government;  and  as  they  employed  that  time  in  advancing  the  interest  of  the  claimants  and  the  country, 
the  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  their  acts  ought  to  be  recognized,  and  they  and  their  secretary  com- 
pensated tiierefor. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  to  confirm  the  commissioners'  reports,  to  legalize  the  acts  done 
by  them  after  their  time  of  service  had  expired,  to  compensate  them  and  their  secretary  for  their  services, 
and  to  point  out  a  mode  to  adjust  those  claims  on  Avhich  the  commissioners  had  not  autiiority  to  decide. 
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19th  Co.vhress.]  No.    4G8.  [1st  Session. 

L  A  X  1)    I  X'    LIEU    U  F    C  L  A  I  M    C  0  \'  L  It  !•:  I)    15  Y    I  X  D  I  A  N    \l  K  S  !•:  n\  .\  T  i(J  X  . 

COMMUXU'ATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPKESEXTATlVErf    JAXrAUY     10,    IbJG. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  C'liiniuitti'o  on   ri-ivutc   FiUinl  t 'laims,  to  wlmni   wus  nM^jimiiittril   the  liill  I'm-  tlm 
reliot"  id'  William  UuiiiMy  and  I'JImumI  iKiyle,  rr|iiiit<Ml: 

It  has  been  sug'g'csted  to  the  oommittce  that  this  oase  ]iri'seiits  two  questions  for  their  investi.u'atinn: 
1.  Ought  llambly,  who  has  for  many  years  resided  anmnj;-  the  Creek  Indians,  to  jirolit  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  May  20,  1824  ?  2.  May  not  llie  Indian  ehiefs,  whose  reservations  ineludrd  the  |)i-titiiincrs' 
improvements,  have  left  the  country,  ami  iherel.iy  oceasioued  a  vacancy  on  which  Ihiir  original  claim.s 
may  be  conlirnied  ? 

In  replying'  to  the  lirst  question,  it  is  proper  t"  oliserve  there  is  no  proof  to  justil'y  the  conclusion 
that  a  diti'erence  ought  to  be  made  between  llamlily  and  any  other  citizen  whose  claim  for  a  donation 
received  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Inlaid.  Whether  lie  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  the 
land  uj)  till  the  date  of  the  treaty  with  the  Fhu'ida  Indians,  or  until  the  time  of  exhibiting  his  proofs,  does 
not  appear.  One  of  his  witnesses  testified  before  the  commissioners  that  he  was  taken  prismier  liy  the 
Indians  in  1819.  Another  swears  to  his  "habitation  and  cultivation"  in  the  I'all  of  1821.  Upon  adverting 
to  the  "  Register,"  or  "  Blue  Book,"  lately  furnished  the  mendiers,  it  will  be  seen  AViUiani  llambly,  presumed 
to  be  the  petitioner  of  that  name,  is  an  interpreter  stationed  at  Fort  Mitchell,  in  East  Florida,  with  a 
salary  of  $400.  To  be  entitled  tn  the  benelit  of  the  law  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  the  claimant 
was  required  to  prove  himself  the  head  of  a  family,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  that  he  inhabited 
and  cultivated  the  land  which  he  solicited  as  a  donation  on  the  22d  of  Feliruary,  in  the  year  1819.  All 
this  llambly  did,  and  it  appears  too  late  now  to  demand  additional  proof.  In  tiiis  statute  there  is  nothing 
novel  or  peculiar  in  dispensing  with  evidence  of  a  continued  habitation  and  cultivation.  The  phraseology 
of  many  of  the  acts  which  obtained  their  origin  in  the  cession  of  Lnuisiami  is  i)rceisi'ly  similar. 
A  donation  was  granted  to  those  who  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract  ijf  land  Uoceniber  20,  1803,  the  day 
on  which  the  surrender  of  the  country  took  place  under  the  treaty. 

In  responding  to  the  second  question,  the  committee  will  say  they  are  ni:)t  informed  that  the  chiefs,  or 
any  of  them,  have  abandoned  their  reservations;  nor  is  it  known  to  them  within  whose  limits  the  petitioners' 
improvements  fall.  The  treaty  with  the  Florida  Indians  bears  date  September  18,  1823,  and  was  ratified 
the  2d  of  January  following.  To  the  clauses  making  reservations  is  appended  the  following  declaration: 
"The  United  States  promise  to  guaranty  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  reservation,  as  defined,  to  the 
aforesaid  chiefs  and  their  descendants  oidy,  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  tooccuiiy,  improve,  or  cultivate 
the  same;  but,  in  the  event  of  the  abandonment  of  all,  or  either  of  the  reservations,  by  the  chief  or  chiefs 
to  whom  they  have  been  allotted,  the  reservations  so  abandoned  shall  revert  to  the  United  States."  It 
appears  to  the  committee  that,  as  so  short  a  iieriod  has  elapsed  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  the 
presumptii:in  is,  no  abandonment  has  taken  place.  It  is  hardly  credible  that  improved  lauds,  such  as  the 
petitioners  resided  on,  would  be  so  soon  forsaken;  Init  if  they  have,  should  the  bill  pass,  the  government 
will  lose  nothing,  as  it  is  believed  the  lands  from  which  they  have  been  removed  are  e(pial  to  any  which 
may  be  acquired  under  the  bill. 

As  the  committee  discover  no  reason  to  witliliold  tlie  relief  solicited,  tliev  reconunend  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 


19th  Ooxgress.]  No.    469.  [1st  Session. 

LAND    CLAIM    IX'    LOUISIANA. 

COiniTNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    10,     182(5. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  the  heirs  of  Louis  de  la  lloussaye,  deceased,  reported: 

Le  Peltier  dc  la  Houssaye,  Cliovalier  de  la  lloussaye,  and  Octave  de  la  Houssaye,  for  themselves 
and  the  other  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Louis  de  la  Houssaye,  deceased,  residents  of  the  county 
of  Attakapas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  leprcsent  that,  some  time  about  the  .year  1813,  Levin  W  ailes, 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  and  Louis  Chachere,  sworn  interpreter  to  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, came  to  the  house  of  the  said  decedent,  wdio  was  an  old  and  infirm  man,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
his  deposition,  and  who  then  delivered  to  the  said  register  a  complete  grant  to  him  from  the  Sjianish 
government  for  one  league  of  land  fronting  upon  each  side  of  the  Bayou  Cailloux,  of  the  ordinary  depth; 
that  the  said  register  promised  to  record  the  said  grant  for  confirmation;  that  soon  after  their  father  died; 
that  upon  inquiry  at  the  land  office  it  was  ascertained  that  the  register  had  not  only  neglected  to  record 
the  grant  as  he  had  promised,  but  had  actually  lost  or  mislaid  it,  so  that  it  could  not  be  regained;  that  in 
consequence  of  his  negligence  their  title  to  the  said  land  has  not  been  confirmed.  AVlicref  ire  they  solicit 
the  passage  of  an  act  for  their  relief. 

The  proof  exhibited  in  support  of  this  claim  is  as  follows:   Louis  Cliachi:re  swears  that  he  was  present 
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at  the  house  of  Louis  de  hi  Houssaye  with  Leviu  Wailcs,  the  reg-ister,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  said 
Ue  la  Houssaye's  deposition  in  reference  to  a  claim  entered  for  confirmation  by  the  late  Andre  Martin; 
that  De  la  Iloussave  exhibited  a  concession  of  the  Spanish  government,  granting  to  him  one  league  of 
land  fronting  on  each  side  of  the  Bayou  Cailloux,  which  concession  he  handed  to  the  register  for  the 
]niriiose  of  entering  the  same  before  the  board.  The  athant  thinks  the  concession  was  signed  by  Governor 
Ualvez,  and  was  a  complete  grant;  he  does  not  recollect  at  what  time  this  instrument  was  handed  to 
the  register.  Valery  Martin  swears  he  was  present  at  the  house  of  De  la  Houssaye  at  the  time  alluded 
to  by  Chachere,  but  does  not  recollect  whether  the  concession  was  handed  to  the  register  or  not. 

"The  committee  do  not  find  this  case  free  from  difficulty.  The  jietitioners  claim  under  a  complete 
Spanish  title,  which  lias  been  lost  in  the  hands  of  a  United  States  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  admit  it 
to  record.  C.  Pellerin,  whose  testimony  is  strongest  as  to  the  character  of  the  grant,  swears  "that  Mr. 
De  la  Houssaye  took  possession  of  the  land  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  and  has  always  been  in  possession 
of  the  same,  and  enjoyed  it  as  his  property  to  the  present  day,  and  that  his  family  is  now  in  possession 
of  it."  He  does  not  say  the  possession  was  actual,  or  such  a  one  as  would  be  produced  by  habitation 
and  cultivatiim. 

Tlie  opinions  of  men  are  so  variant  as  to  what  constitutes  a  complete  Spanish  grant  that  it  seems  to 
the  committee  some  doubt  may  rest  on  that  of  Mr.  Pellerin.  He  may,  in  his  first  affidavit,  allude  merely 
to  an  order  of  survey.  He  says  he  went  upon  the  land  and  located  it  and  took  possession.  The  fair 
deduction  is  that  he  acted  as  Mr.  De  la  Houssaye's  agent  in  having  the  land  surveyed,  which  was  an  act 
preliminary  to  that  of  obtaining  a  perfect  title.  It  was  but  rarely  the  case  that  a  patent  was  given  for 
land  prior  to  the  location.     Upon  what  condition  this  grant  was  made  does  not  appear. 

As  the  claim  is  for  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  the  case  susceptible  of  more  particular  and  pointed 
proof,  the  committee  recommend  tliat  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
and  documents,  and  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  St.  Martin,  Chatillon  Pellerin,  aged  sixty- 
Uiree  years,  who,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  the  land  of  the  heirs  of  Louis  de  la  Houssaye  for 
more  than  thirty  years  as  the  property  of  Mr.  De  la  Houssaye,  and  in  his  possession;  that  he  frequently 
saw  the  grant  and  complete  concession  for  the  same  land  on  Bayou  Cailloux,  as  stated  in  his  former 
deposition;  that  ho  saw  tlie  land  surveyed  and  measured  under  the  Spanish  government;  that  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  Spanish  titles,  and  that  the  title  of  Mr.  De  la  Houssaye  was  a  true  and  genuine  Spanish 
complete  grant,  and  that  Mr.  De  la  Houssaj'e  took  possession  of  the  same  more  than  thirty  years  ago, 
and  has  always  been  in  possession  of  the  same,  and  enjoyed  it  as  his  property  to  the  present  day,  and 
that  his  family  is  now  in  possession  of  it. 

CH.  PELLERIN. 

Sworn  aad  subscribed  to  before  me.  May  12,  1825. 

L.  G.  HERLEGARD,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  Parii>h  of  St.  Martin. 

I  certify  that  L.  G.  de  Ilerlegard,  before  whom  the  aforegoing  deposition  was  taken,  was,  at  the  time 
of  signing  the  same,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
that  i  was  present  and  saw  him  sign  the  same. 

Given  December  12,  1825.  WM.  L.  BRENT,  of  Louisiaiia. 

Translations  of  depositions  in  the  case  of  the  Slessi^s.  Be  la  Houssayes,  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Louis  de  Blanc,  an  old  inhabitant,  and  commandant  under  the  Spanish  government,  says  that  he 
has  a  perfect  knowledge  that,  under  the  Spanish  government,  in  the  time  that  he  was  commandant,  a  tract 
of  land  of  one  league  in  front,  upon  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  Cailloux,  m-  Grand  C'a,illoux,  was  always 
considered  by  the  Spanisii  government  as  the  property  of  deceased  Mr.  Louis  de  la  Houssaye,  and  that  it 
was  always  reputed  to  be  his  land  during  the  Spanish  government. 

LOUIS  C.  DE  BLANC. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  the  justice  of  the  peace  of  St.  Martin,  February  12,  1824. 

JOSEPH  FRENCH,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  dc 

Mr.  Nicholas  Chatillon  Pellerin,  an  old  inhaljitant,  says  that,  under  the  Spanish  government,  it  was 
always  known  and  considered  that  the  deceased  Louis  do  la  Houssaye  owned  a  tract  of  land  upon  the 
Grand  Cailloux,  of  a  league  in  front,  upon  both  sides  of  the  said  bayou;  that  he  has  seen  and  read  the 
concession  from  the  Spanish  government  to  Louis  de  la  Houssaye;  that  it  was  signed  by  Governor 
Galvez;  that  it  was  for  a  league  front  on  both  sides  of  the  bayou;  that  he  had  the  said  grant  in  his 
possession,  and  was  sent  by  Mr.  De  la  Houssaye  to  take  possession  of  said  land  for  him;  that  he  went 
upon  said  land  and  located  it  and  took  possession;  that  it  has  always  been  considered  as  his  property. 

Sworn  to,  &c.,  February  12,  1824. 

CH.  PELLERIN. 

Executed  before,  &c. 

B.  MARTELL,  Justice,  d-c. 

'Mr.  John  B.  Dautrciul,  an  old  inhaViitant,  says  that  Lavau  Trudeau,  the  surveyor  general,  in  his 
presence  delivered  to  deceased  Louis  de  la  Houssaye  the  title  papers  and  survey,  under  the  Spanish 
government,  for  a  tract  of  land  upon  the-Grr .id  Cailloux;  that  he  has  often  seen  the  said  grant,  and  also 
often  heard  it  read;  it  was  for  a  league  front  upon  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  Cailloux  aforesaid. 

Sworn  to,  &c.,  February  13,  1824.  J.  B.  DAUTREIUL. 

E.xecuted  before,  &c.  JOSIAH  FRENCH,  Justice,  d-c. 

Mr.  Hubert  Pellerin,  an  old  iidiabitant,  says  that  he  has  a  perfect  knowledge  that,  under  the  Spanish 
government,  Mr.  Lmiis  de  la  Houssaye  owned  the  land  upon  Grand  Caillou.c  bayou;  that  the  land  was  of 
great  extent;  it  has  always  been  considered  by  every  yierson  as  his  land;  that  this  deponent  was  sent  by 
Mr.  De  la  Ibnissaye  upon  tlje  land  itself,  and  that  he  visited  (he  spot  where  the  grant  was  laid. 
Sworn  to,  &c.,  February  13,  1824. 

HU.  PELLERIN. 
Executed,  &c.,  before,  &c. 

JOSIAH  FRENCH,  Justice,  dc. 


1820.]  CLAIM    I\    LOnSIAXA.  457 


I  cortifv  that  I  know  tlio  scvt'i'al  iicrsDiis  whose  depositions  are  g-iveu  to  cslalilisli  >[r.  De  la  ITous- 
saj'c's  olaiiu  to  the  land  upon  (Irand  Caillou.r — they  are  of  the  first  I'amilies  in  Louisiana,  and  several 
of  them  Idled  hi>;-h  and  honoralih'  stations  under  the  Spanish  government.  Tlieir  testimony  is  entitled  to 
full  credit  and  faith.      Witness,  .March  2'.i,  lsi'4. 

AVM.    L.   IJK'KN'I',  ,.r  I.,nn-^i„nn. 

I  further  certify  that  I  have  always  nndi-rstood  that  said  land,  claimed  liy  tho  Messrs.  He  la  llnus- 
save,  has  always  been  in  their  possession  and  in  the  possession  of  their  father,  in  viittie  of  a  :;raut  IVoni 
the  Spanish  government  from  before  the  change  of  government;  anil  tln'v  are  in  possessicm  of  the  same 
at  this  time,  and  have  been,  to  my  knowledge,  for  some  time;  and,  I  lielic^ve,  lia\'e  always  possessed  it 
since  they  owned  it. 

W'M.  L.  BlU-l'ST,  litjirciciilalivi'  from  Lnuisiana. 

Ecport  of  the  irijiMcr  and  ivfciirr  at  (>j)i'!ou:ias,  dated  December  30,  1S15. 

SECOND    CL.\SS. 

No.  42.  "  La  Iloussayc  claims  f  mr  hundred  and  eighty  superficial  arpents  of  lanil,  viz:  12  arpents  front 
by  40  deep,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Bayou  Tech(',  county  of  Attakapas;  bounded  on  one  side  liy 
lands  of  Messrs.  La  Iloussayc,  held  under  an  order  of  survey  in  favor  of  Lotus  Gravemberg  fir  the 
quantity  as  claimed,  dated  iLirch  4,  1788,  and  signeil  l\y  Estevan  Miro,  then  governor  of  Louisiana,  which 
order  of  survey  alone  accompanies  the  notice.  The  claimant  adducing  no  deed  of  sale  from  the  original 
grantee,  the  confirmation  is  recommended  to  the  le.gal  representatives  of  Louis  Gravendierg." 

[This  claim  lias  been  confirmed  by  the  act  of  February  5,  1825.] 

Gexer.vl  L.wn  Office,  Deeemhrr  20,  1825. 
Sir:  As  an  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  all  the  claims  in  the 
district  of  Opelousas  confirmed  to  Louis  de  la  Iloussayc  individually,  or  to  him  jointly  with  others. 
With  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Hon.  J.  A\'.  C.i.5frBELL,  House  of  liejn-e.^ientatives. 

Lapeletier  de  la  Houssa a  tract  of  1,000  arjicnts in  Attakapas. 

Louis  and  Alexander  de  la  Houssa do .  .  .         09 .  .  .  do .  .  by  i  league do 

Po do do .  .  .         09 ...  do .  .  front do 

Do do do .  .  .       120 ...  do do 

Louis  and  Alexander  de  la  Iloussayc do .  .  .    1,500  .  .  .  do do 

Po do .* do.  .  .    1,000.  .  .do do 

Po do ilo.  .  .    1,280.  .  .do do 

Po do do.  .  .       400.  .  .do do 

Po do do.  .  .    4,000.  .  .do do 

Po do do .  .  .       500 ...  do do 

Po do do.  .  .    1,000.  .  .do do 

Po do do.  .  .    2,080.  .  .do lo 

Louis  de  la  Iloussayc do .  .  .    1,000 ...  do do 

Po ." do .  .  .       900 ...  do do 

Po do .  .  .       800  ...  do do 

Po ilo.  .  .    1,500.  .  .do do 

Louis  de  la  Iloussayc  and  others do .  .  .       800 ...  do do 


La  Iloussayc  claimed  a  tract  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents  in  Attakapas,  which  has  been 
confirmed  to  tlie  legal  representatives  of  the  original  grantee,  Louis  Gravemberg,  as  La  Houssaye 
produced  no  title  from  him. 

Gexer.vl  L.wd  Office,  Jamtary  1,  1820. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  enclose  herewith  copies  from  the  reports  in  this  oflBce  of  all  the 
claims  in  Louisiana  that  appear  to  have  been  confirmed  in  the  name  of  De  la  Houssaye,  which  is  all  the 
iuformatifui  in  relation  to  those  claims  that  is  in  this  office. 
With  crreat  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  ^  GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Cajitbell,  House  of  Iie2jresentatiees. 
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No.  470. 


[1st  Risssion. 


QUANTITY  OF  LAXO  .SrUVKYKD  AND  sri'.JHCT  TO  SALl-;,  ■I'lII':  iirAX'!'!'!"!'  Sitl.D,    WD  ■nil': 

QTANTITY  IJK.MAINlXd    INSOI.I). 

(■iiMMr.NMi'\ri:ii  Til  Till",   .■^i:nativ  .iam  ai;v  11,  182(1. 

Tr.EAiiruv  I)i:rAKTMF,\r,  Jmuiuri/  '.t,  lS2('i. 
Sii;:  In  iibeilieiiec  to  a  rcsiihitinii  nl'  the  Hciuito  of  tlic  I'Tlli  ol'  hist  iiioiilh,  ilircctinij;  Uk;  Sccrctarv  ol' 
the  Treasury  to  lay  bel'oro  the  Senate  a  statement  showin^j;  the  i|uantity  of  jjuhh'e  lands  oTi^'inally  snhjeet 
to  sale  that  lias  been  surveyed,  and  the  (inantity  tliereof,  inchidiiiL;-  relinqnisheil  l:inds,  tliat  remains  unsold 
in  eaeli  of  the  land  districts,  I  have  tiie  honor  to  transmit  herewitli  a  re|iort  and  statement  (marked  A) 
from  the  Commissioner  of  tiie  (Jeneral  Land  Ollieo  containint;'  the  information  desired. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  remain,  \vith  the  lii;j,'hest  res|ieet,  voiir  olieilieiit  ser\aii(, 

laciiAKi)  i;usii. 

Tiie  Hon.  the  rm:siiiENT  uf  Ihc  St-ituli'. 


(JEXEr.AL  Laxii  Oefick,  Januarij  o,  1S2(;. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States  liearing-  date  Decemlier  2  7, 
1825,  ill  the  following,'  words:  Ilc^olvi'J.  Tiiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  directed  to  lay  lieforc  the 
Senate  a  statement  showing;-  the  ([luintity  of  imlilic  lands  ori!:;'iiially  suhject  to  sale  that  has  been  surveyed, 
and  the  quantity  thereof,  inclndinL;'  the  reliiu|iiished  lands,  tiiat  remains  unsolil  in  each  of  tlio  land  dis- 
tricts," which  resolution  was  referred  to  tliis  oflice,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  enclose  you  the  statement  marked  A. 
The  first  column  in  that  statement  shows  the  (jiiantity  of  land  actually  survej-ed  and  subject  to  be  .sohl  by 
the  United  States  in  each  land  di!<lrirt\  agreeably  to  the  present  limits  of  the  respective  districts. 

The  second  column  shows  the  quantity  of  land,  after  deductin.c;  those  reliuipiished  and  reverted,  whi(di 
has  been  sold  at  the  respective  land  offiir!<;  but,  as  the  land  offices  have  in  a  great  number  of  instances 
been  divided  and  altered  as  to  limits,  tlie  amount  of  land  sold  at  each  land  office  does  not  correspond  with  the 
amount  of  land  sold  in  the  land  district  in  which  tlic  offices  are  now  situated.  Tlio  third  column,  there- 
fore, which  is  formed  by  deducting-  the  amounts  stated  in  the  second  from  those  of  the  first  column,  docs 
not  exhibit  the  quantity  of  land  which  remains  unsold  in  eacli  land  district  as  they  now  exist,  and  as  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  require.     It  exhibits  the  quantities,  in  detail,  in  all  cases  where  the  land  district 


all   tl 


lose  cases  where 


has  not  been  alterei 
quantities. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitteil. 

Hon.  IhcnARD  liui^ir,  Sivrctanj  of  the  Treamrij. 


the   laud  district  has  been  divided  it  exhibits  aggregate 


GEORGE  GRAHAM. 


STATEMENT  A. 


l.;.!Ul,Ii-trict. 


■\Iariflt.i,  i!i'--liuliiis  tin."  n-^orwii  SLH'Iii 

in  Ohio  Coiii|i;iii>  's  pilrclin~i'. 
Steubenviik' 


Zanesvillo  . 
Chilicotlie  . 
Cincinnati  . 
Woo^te^.. . 

riqn.i 

Di-lawan-.. 


Oliiii  . 

Jeffersunvill.' 
Vincennes  .. 
Rrookvilk'... 
Terro  Haute 
Fun   WavML- 


indii 


CJ2,S0CI 
1.8!ii,9S4 


i.SM.aoo 

2,03-2,707 
:!.-li:i.531 
1, -234,  .WO 
2, 30.1, 529 
■2,ICI.T',l| 


3,7.'i3,-iS3 
4,-t2l,93-l 
2,19S.G-2J 
a.600,3f4 

i,a2~.iw; 


13,211, ()9j 


165,945.51     "I 

1.490.703.09     I 
110.420.61     ;. 


1.  111.033.34 


I'\|)I:iti:unry  rriiiark-:. 


943,878  42     J   

I,007,6o2.71  l,01,"i,054.29     f     ticmary  sr/rv 

2,029,430,49  '  784,122.51 

921,353.91;  313,140.04 

23,851.47  2, 3.38,077.. 13 

292, 9:4. 35  1.738.806  05 


SciU  at  Ki-w  Vnik  ami  Pitt^liiiii.  1787  and  1790,  and 
sitnah'd  III  llic  now*  Marii-tia  anil  Slenbenvilli^  dm 

I  .M'tiT  liiilmnin!!  tin-  lanils  ap|iiijpriali'i]  fur  irvolu 


7.B!I2,193.64  7,030,838.30 


1,125,674.02  I  I 
1,137,775.30 
611,733.37 
274,194.95 

5.105.00 


4.92J.017  02  ■  Til.'  liiiMinla 


ot"  Iho  liirtrirt^  u1  Ji-lTi'lsnn\ille  and 


Viii''i'niii-~  liavi-  liolli  lii-rn  alltred  siiicu  the  first 
sail-. 


3,154.482.70  '         10.056,612  30 


1,. 583,888. 03 

2.323,189  03 

,  .,^.j  ..-  jj,j  I  Till-  unantity  Iieip  pxliibited  as  sold   at  Vincennes 

j      ini-liidcs  a  portion  of  tlie  land  now  t'orniing  the 

Palestine  ilistriet.  in  Illinois  State. 
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STATEMENT  A— Continued. 


Land  t'-istrict. 


§  i-af  .3  §• 


=  o  =  i  ■= 

ei    jz     ^    ^    B 


Knskaskia 

Shawiu'i-tiiwii 

Vaiulaliu 

PalestiiiB 

Edwardsville,  including  tlie  unsclected 
military  lands  attached  thereto. 

North  of  Edwardsville,  including  the  un- 
sclected military  lands  attached  thereto 


lllinuis  . 


St.  Louis 

Howard  county,  excluding  military  boun- 
ties,  4C8,U6U  acres. 

Western  district 

Salt  River  district 

Cape  Girardeau 


Missouri. 


Nnrtli  of  Hed  river 

Southwestern  district  . 
Southeastern  district . . 


Lawrence  county  and  Arkansas,  exclud- 
ing selections  for  military  bounties. 


Arkansas  Territory. 


Detroit 

Southern  disi 


Michigan  Territory. 


fliississippi — 

Clioctaw  district 

West  of  Pearl  river  ... 

Jackson  Court-house. . 
Alabama — 

East  of  Pearl  river 

Iluntsville 

Tuscaloosa 

Cahaha  

Conecuh  Court-house. 


Tallahassee,  West  Florida. 


5  '-  i    5"  -o 


■J,  (IK,  WO 
3,163,139 
4,413,614 
3,8i;i,6Gl 
4,Gr>0,a64 

3,4!I0.300 


21,009,818 


3,334,224 
4,014,604 

2,315,898 
3,361,173 
7,256,007 


20,281,926 


1,808,165 

1,488,357 

222, 240 


3,518,762 


9,286,846 


9,286,846 


3,327,180 
1,204,953 


4,532,133 


3,092,225 
2,915,097 
3,445,142 

2,87.5,920 
5,683,810 
4,024,793 
4,922,348 
3,839,734 


31,399,069 


405,782 


339,511, 

384,180 

13,000 

40,635 

447,(69, 


08,116.58 


i     17,055,114.74 


3,422,183.42 


1,192,519.84 


308,770 
461,126 


25,838  87 
10,901.12 
59,383.93 


926,080.93 


3,669.43 
,55,354.60 
80,837.04 


139,801.07 


29,264.03 
3,218.93 


32,483.56 


220,095.44 
27,807,28 


20,477,298.16 


19,355,845.07 


19,355,845.07 


1,804,495,57 

1,433,002,40 

111,402,96 


3,378,900,93 


9,254,362.44 


9,254,302.44 


4.2,84.230.28 


247,902  ■ 


128,400,42 

1,098,812.11 

553.80 

753,520.02 
1,082,291.45 

348,582.79 

1,157,892,19 

39,149.70 


4,009,208.48 


44,427.55 


4,284,230.28 


,3,  ,56.3, 8 18. 58 
1,810,284.89 

5,566,988.18 


12,042,184.57 


3,800,584,30 


26,789,860.52 


361,354.45 


E,xplaiiatory  remarks. 


The  boundaries  of  each  of  the  districts  of  Kaskaskia, 
Shawneetowii,  and  Edwardsville  have  been  altered 
since  their  first  institution.  Sales  were  originally 
made  at  Vineennes  land  office,  in  part,  of  the  now 
Palestine  district.  The  sales  made  exclusively  at 
the  Palestine  land  office  are  here  stated.  Sales,  in 
part,  of  the  Palestine  district  were  also  made  at 
Shawneetown. 


There  were  originally  but  three  land  districts  in  Mis- 
souri. These  now  form  five  districts.  The  quan- 
tity sold  at  each  land  office  is  stated  in  the  returns. 
The  quantity  remaining  unsold  is  therefore  given 
for  the  whole  State  in  the  aggregate,  and  not  by 
districts. 


'  Afterdeductingland  appropriated  10 mili- 
tary bounties,  viz:  patenti'ii 867,040 

Remaining  to  be  located  of  the  quantity 

selected  and  now  in  the  lottery 295, 840 

Total  quantity  appropriated  to  military 
^     bounties  in  Arkansas 1,162,880 

The  aggregate  quantity  remaining  unsold  in  those  dis- 
tricts is  taken  in  eonsequence  of  the  latter  having 
been  formed  out  of  the  former,  where  the  greater 
portion  of  the  sales  was  made. 


("The  aggregate  of  liiese  two  districts  is  given,  inas- 
raucli  as  the  former  was  formed,  in  great  pan,  out 

j  of  the  latter,  where  the  greater  portion  of  the  sales 
was  made. 

At  each  of  these  land  offices  there  have  been  sales 
made  out  of  the  present  district  limits.  Hence 
those  three  districts  are  stated  in  the  aggregate. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Louisiana 

Arkansas  Territory 

Michigan  Territory 

Mississippi  and  Alabama 
West  Florida 

Total 


1.5,233,032 

13,211,095 

21,669,818 

20,281,920 

3,518,702 

9,286,840 

4,. 532, 133 

31,399,069 

405,782 


7,603,193.64 

3,154,482.70 

1,192,519.84 

926,080.93 

139,861.07 

32,483.56 

347,902.72 

4,609,208.48 

44,427.55 


17,949,100.49 


7,630,838.36 
10,056,612.30 
20,477,298.10 
19,. 355, 845, 07 
3,378,900.93 
9,254,362.44 
4,284,230,28 
26,789, 8(;0.. 52 
361,354.45 


101,589,302,51 


Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  January  5,  1820. 


GEORGE   GRAHAM. 


182(5.] 
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19™  Congress.]  ^O-    ^^71.  [Iwr  Skssiov. 

DlSrO.^.VL    Ol'    I,.\XT>S    S  I' l'..l  KC'I'    'I'O    I  \  r  N  l>  .\'l' I  (»  N  . 
criM.MUNic.n'Kii   TO  Tin;   iiorsi;  m-  ki'.|'i:k,-^kxt.\ti\  i;s  jam -m:y   11,  IS'Jli. 

Mr.  ScoTi',  friiiii  the  ('(iiiuiiiKrr  mi  I'lililic  Lands,  to  whom  was  rclbrrcil  llic  icsdliilinu  directin.1;"  llicm 
to  "  iiuiuire  into  ilir  cxiicilicncv  of  proviilin,!;'  bylaw  I'or  <lis|)osal  of  such  ])orlions  of  the  |iiiMi(r 
lauds  as  have  not  hoi'ii  survoyeil  and  iiropaicd  for  sale  in  conKciiiiouri'  of  their  liahility  to  |i(riodical 
inundations,"  reported : 

That  no  case  has  been  ]ircsontrd  to  them  of  the  eharaeter  allud('(l  to  in  the  resolution;  nor  has  the 
attention  of  the  eonmiittee  been  direeted  to  any  partieular  jiortion  of  the  eountry  where  such  provisions 
would  be  necessary.  The  Lhiited  States  have  already  surveyed  and  prepared  for  sale  such  immense 
quantities  of  land  in  every  State  and  Territory  of  (he  I'nion  where  jiulilie  lamls  are  situated,  that  the 
connnittee  believe  that,  were  the  lands  contemplated  in  tli<'  resolution  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  market, 
but  litth'  or  any  would  be  purchased.  Ai^'ricultiU'ists  are  not  disposed  to  purchase  lamls  covered 
with  water,  and  incur  the  e.xiicnse  of  draining  it  before  it  can  be  rendereil  usefid  and  prolilabic,  when 
for  the  same  or  perhaps  a  less  price  they  can  procure  hiij,'h  and  healthy  situations,  which,  with  Ijut  lillh^ 
trouble  and  less  expense,  the_y  can  immediately  render  productive. 

The  committee  therefore  submit  the  following-  resolution:  I 

ravolird.  That  the  committee  be  ilischargcd  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


19th  Congress.]  1^0.472.  [1st  Session'. 

CLAIMS   BETWEEN    THE    TJO    HONDO    AND    THE    SABINE,    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMl'XIC.VTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'UESEXT.VTIVES    J.\Xr.\RY   1.3,    18'2l). 

Mr.  WnirrLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Puljlic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  district  south  of  the  Bed  river,  in  Louisiana,  ui)on  the  land  claims  situated 
between  the  llio  Hondo  and  the  Sabiue,  in  what  is  called  the  iS'eutral  Territory,  [sec  No.  44G,] 
reported: 

That  on  March  3,  1823,  an  act  was  passed  by  which  the  above-named  territory  was  annexed  to  the 
land  district  south  of  Red  river,  and  the  register  and  receiver  of  said  district  were  required  to  rcceirr  and 
record  all  urillen  evidences  of  claims  to  land  in  said  tract  of  country  derived  from,  and  issued  by,  the 
Spanish  government  of  Texas  prior  to  December  20,  1803,  according  to  the  regulations  as  to  the  granting 
of  lands,  and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  government.  The  register  and  receiver  of  said  district  were 
also  required  to  receive  and  record  all  evidences  of  claim  founded  on  occupation,  habitation,  and  cultiva- 
tion, designating  particularly  the  time  and  manner  in  which  each  tract  was  occupied,  inhal)ited,  and 
cutivated,  prior  to  and  on  February  22,  1819,  and  the  continuance  of  such  habitation  and  cutivation  sub- 
sequent to  that  time,  with  the  extent  of  improvement  upon  each  tract.  They  were  furtlier  re(tuired  by 
said  act  to  receive  and  record  such  evidence  as  may  be  produced  touching  the  performance  of  conditions 
required  to  be  performed  by  any  holder  of  any  grant,  concession,  warrant,  or  ( >rder  of  survey,  or  other  written 
evidence  of  claim,  and  on  which  the  validity  of  such  claim  may  have  depended  under  the  government  from 
which  it  emanated.  They  were  also  required  by  said  act  to  receive  and  record  all  evidence  of  fraud  in 
obtaining  or  issuing  the  written  evidence  of  such  claims,  and  of  their  aljandonment  or  forfeiture. 

The  said  act  further  requires  that  the  register  and  receiver  shall  transmit  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  complete  record  of  all  claims  presented  to  them  under  the  act,  and  the  evidence  appertaining 
to  each  claim. 

They  are  also  required  to  make  an  abstract,  dividing  said  claims  into  four  distinct  classes,  and  to 
transmit  it  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  first  class  is  required  to  contain  a  speciticatimi  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  complete  titles,  the 
time  when,  by  whom,  and  to  whom  issued;  with  the  date  of  any  transfer,  the  name  of  tlie  person  trans- 
ferring, and  to  whom  tranferred;  and  whether  the  conditions  of  such  grants  have  been  complied  with. 

The  second  class  is  required  to  contain  all  claims  founded  on  written  evidence,  and  not  end.iraced  in 
the  first  class,  when  the  conditions  on  which  the  iierfection  thereof  into  comiilete  titles  have  been  conqjlied 
with,  according  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  government. 

The  third  class  includes  all  claims  fiiunded  on  haliitation  and  cultivation  prior  to  February  22,  1819, 
where  such  habitation  and  cultivation  would  have  entitled  the  claimants  to  a  title  under  the  government 
exercising  the  sovereign  power  over  that  country,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  register  and  receiver, 
ought  to  be  confirmed. 

The  fourth  class  is  required  by  said  act  to  consist  of  such  claims  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  register  and 
receiver,  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

The  said  act  also  contains  a  proviso  that  none  of  the  proceedings  directed  to  be  had  under  it  shall 
be  considered  as  a  pledge,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  confirm  any  claim  thus  reported. 

The  committee  are  "of  opinion  that  the  act  above  referred  to  made  it  the  duty  of  the  register  and 
receiver,  in  the  first  and  second  classes  specified'  in  said  act,  to  report  to  (,'ongress  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, laws  and  ordinances  of  the  government  of  Texas  under  and  by  virtue  of  which  grants  were  made, 
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as  -well  as  the  evidences  of  title  which  existed  in  the  form  of  written  evidence  on  which  claims  were 
founded;  and  likewise  the  cnnditions  attached  to  said  g-rants  by  the  Spani.sh  authorities,  and  whether 
such  conditions  had  Ijcon  complied  with  by  the  claimants  or  their  representatives. 

It  appears  by  the  report  of  tiie  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  south  of  TJcd  river  tliat  they 
repaired  to  Natchitoches,  and  held  their  sitting's  therein;  that  no  record  of  land  titles,  nor  other  certain 
written  evidence  of  title,  was  presented  to  them  for  examination;  that  the  laws  and  ordinances  under 
which  the  .Spanish  authorities  of  Texas  g-ranted  or  pretended  to  grant  lands  were  not  to  be  found,  and, 
consequently',  were  not  examined  by  them;  and  that  no  traces  of  evidence  of  the  right  by  which  persons 
settled  upon  the  Neutral  Territory-  hold  their  lands  could  bo  subjected  to  the  examination  of  said  officers, 
except  what  could  be  obtained  from  the  recollection  of  the  inhabitants,  examined  under  oath;  and  that 
resort  was  therefore  had  to  the  testimony  of  such  witnesses  as  the  said  officers  of  the  land  office  deemed 
worthy  of  credit. 

Your  comuuttee  will  not  here  pause  to  animadvert  upon  the  danger  of  permitting  those  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  in  the  conlirmation  of  land  titles  claimed  either  by  themselves,  their  representatives, 
or  friends,  to  testify  even  on  oath,  not  only  to  the  origin  and  progress  of  their  respective  grants,  but  also 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  liy  which  the  Spanish  authorities  of  said  province  were  governed  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  g'ranting  lands,  which  power  must  have  been  conferred  by  the  laws  and  edicts  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy. 

It  is  further  manifest  that  the  usages  of  those  who  pretended  to  grant  lauds  in  said  Neutral  Territory, 
if  those  who  testilied  before  the  register  and  receiver  are  to  be  credited,  were  not  in  conformity  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  in  the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  while  under  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, nor  did  they  conform  to  any  regulations  which  are  known  to  have  been  established  either  by  the 
King  of  Spain  or  his  Council  of  Indies.  It,  however,  appears  from  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver 
that,  while  claims  of  the  first  class  were  under  their  examination,  certain  written  documents,  purporting 
to  be  grants  emanating  from  the  governor  of  Nacogdoches,  or  the  commissioner  of  the  same,  were  pre- 
sented to  them,  and  upon  these  papers  they  have  founded  their  report,  recommending  the  confirmation  of 
the  claims  in  this  class. 

The  register  and  receiver  have  not  reported  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  conditions  were  annexed 
to  these  grants;  nor  have  they  informed  whether,  if  conditions  were  annexed,  such  conditions  have  been 
complied  with  by  the  grantees.  These  grants  are  therefore  reported  as  perfect  and  absolute  grants, 
without  any  assignable  inducements  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  authorities  to  the  making  of  them,  and 
without  any  condition  subsequent  upon  the  performance  of  which  their  perfection  or  completion  might 
depend. 

The  claims  of  this  class  are  not,  therefore,  brought  within  the  purview  of  the  act  of  Congress,  nor 
do  they  conform  to  any  description  of  claims  known  to  this  goverinneut  to  have  been  grants  regularly 
and  legally  issued  by  the  Spanish  government. 

The  committee  here  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  able  and  lucid  report  of  the  commissioners  of  West 
Florida  on  the  general  nature  of  Spanish  grants. 

The  first  class  of  cases  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  south  of  lied  river 
ouglit  not,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  confirmed. 

In  the  examination  of  the  second  class  under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  register  and  receiver  have  not 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  act.  This  class,  as  will  be  seen  above,  was,  by  said  law  of  Congress,  to 
consist  of  claims  founded  on  ivrilten  titles,  where  conditions  were  imposed;  and  subsequent  proceedings 
were,  therefore,  necessary  to  complete  the  grants.  In  some  of  the  cases  of  claim  in  this  class,  as  appears 
by  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver,  conditions  were  annexed  to  the  concessions,  such  as  the  final 
appi-oval  of  the  superior  authority,  &c.,  &c.,  which  the  committee  will  not  minutely  detail;  and  yet  no 
pjroof  is  reported  liy  said  land  ofidcers  to  show  that  the  necessary  approval  or  confirmation  was  ever 
obtained,  or  any  of  the  conditions  complied  with.  The  surveys  in  many,  if  not  all,  of  these  cases  have  been 
made  by  surveyors  of  the  United  States;  but  it  does  not  appear  by  what  authority  these  surveyors  acted 
in  running  the  lines  of  the  claims  in  question.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  the  interests  of  tlie  government  to  permit  such  loose  and  imperfect  evidence  to  constitute  the  founda- 
tion of  title  to  any  portion  of  the  public  domain,  and  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  the  recognition  of  this 
class  of  claims. 

The  third  class  of  claims  is  f  )unded  on  habitation  and  cultivation  prior  to  February  22,  1810,  where 
such  habitation  and  cultivation  would  have  entitled  the  claimant  to  a  title  under  the  government  exercising 
authority  over  that  country,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

The  register  and  receiver  have  reported  a  very  considerable  number  of  claims  for  confirmation  in  this 
class;  the  habitation  and  cultivation  is  sufficiently  proved,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  but  no 
evidence  whatever  is  returned  by  which  the  claimants  would  ajjpear  to  be  entitled  to  grants,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  habitation  and  cultivation,  from  the  Spanish  authorities.  It  is  also  proper  to  remark,  that 
the  several  claimants  in  this  as  well  as  in  the  other  classes  of  claims  reported  have  testified  for  each 
other,  all  having  a  direct  and  common  interest  iu  procuring  confirmation  of  their  titles  by  the  United  . 
States.  This  single  fact  must  very  much  weaken  the  force  of  their  testimony,  and,  where  it  is  not  sup- 
ported by  other  circumstances  and  evidence,  oug-ht*to  cause  it  to  be  received  with  great  caution. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing-  facts,  the  committee  deem  it  incumbent  on  them  to  state  that  it  appears, 
from  documents  submitted  to  them  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  that  sixteen  claims 
reported  for  confirmation  by  tiie  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  south  of  Red  river  are  upon 
lands  claimed  by  the  Caddo  Indians. 

These  claimants  were,  by  the  former  Secretary  of  War,  ordered  ofl"  the  Caddo  lands,  but,  it  seems, 
did  not  obey  the  order,  and  have,  by  some  process  unknown  to  your  committee,  induced  the  said  register 
and  receiver  to  report  their  claims  for  confirmation.  Tiie  Indian  agent  for  tliat  quarter  has,  in  behalf  of 
these  sons  of  the  forest,  transmitted  a  statement  of  their  case  for  the  consideration  of  the  government. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  presented,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient,  at  present, 
to  confirm  any  of  this  class  of  claims. 

The^  several  claimants  who  have,  for  some  time  prior  to  the  possession  of  the  said  Neutral  Territory 
by  the  United  States,  inhabited  and  cultivated  lands  under  the  expectation  of  obtaining  final  titles  from 
the  Spanish  authorities,  may  hereafter  be  considered  as  entitled  to  some  consideration  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  1  nited  States;  and  it  may  become  a  question  how  far  they  shall  have  extended  to  them  the 
regards  and  liberality  of  the  government,  which  have  frequently  been  extended  to  others  in  the  shape  of 
donations.     Ot  thi.s  tlie  government  may,  however,  consider,  when  no  adverse  and  conflicting  Indian  claims 
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shall  exist.  At  iiro.seut,  tlio  coiniiiitlco  are  nf  oiiininn  tiiat  im  measures  slicmld  In'  takrii  mi  tin'  report  rif 
the  resi'istei-  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  south  of  llie  Kcd  ri\cr.  They  llu'rclorc  ask  to  lie  disehar^-ed 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


Oe.ver.ii,  L.\xii  OvvMi:^  Jdiuniri/  C>,  18iii, 
Siu:  The  report   of  the  commissioners    for   adj'ustiiiL;-   claims  to  lands  in  tlie  Nnilral  'I'triilnry  I'ciirj,- 
before  the  t'onunittee  on  Public   Lands,  I   take  the   libeity  ol'  euclosinj;-    lo    you  liie  paper  iiiaikeil  A,  cou- 
fainini;'  information  relative  to  several  of  the  claims  reconuuended  iu  that  report  for  conlirmaliou 
With  L;'reat  resiiect,  your  obedient  servant, 


CF.O.   (ib'AllAM. 


Hon.  doiiN  Scorr,  IloUfV  (if  J!c]in:<culalives-. 


A. 

l)i'.r.\r,TMi:xT  of  \V.\n,  Oflii'i'  Indian  Alfniiv,  Jul;/  '.\  \X'2'). 
fim:  I  enclose  herewith    an  extract  of  a  lettm-  from  I'aplaiu  Gray,  Indian  au'euf,  iVe,,  with  a  eo|>y  of 
the   list   of  clainmnts   to   donations   of  land   (stated  to  be  under  an  act    of  Couuress)  tlui-ein  referred  to 
annexed;  and  will  thank  you,  if  you  possess  any  inf.irmatioii  on  the  subject,  to  luruish  il,  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  aj;-ent  for  his  direction. 

I  am,  very  rcspcctfulh',  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TllOS.  L.  Mek'KWLY. 
Geokge  (ir.AH.vii,  Esq.,  Commi^:sioncr  Ocncral  Land  Ojjive. 


Exlracl  of  a  Idler  from  Grorr/n  Graij,  Indian  agent  on  lied  rirer,  to  /lie  Srrretari/  of  War,  dated  Mai/  -20,  1S2.J. 
"I  also  enclose  yon  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  that  were  ordered  oil'  the  Caddo  lanils  by  order 
of  the  former   Secretary  of  War,  who  have  since  laid   in  claims  for  donations  on  the  Caddo  lands.     I 
mention  this  that  our  government  may  be  ajipriscil  of  their  improper  claims  to  the  Caddo  lands." 

Memorandam  of  names  of  persons  clainn'nrj  donations,  irnder  the  donation  act  of  Cfengress,  on  Caddo  laiids. 

1.  Leonard  Dyson;  2.  Samuel  Xorris;  3.  P..  Poira;  4.  Iliuu-y  Stockman;  5.  Peter  Stockman;  i'..  Philip 
Frederick;  7.  Mmscs  Robertson;  S.  James  Farris;  0.  C;esar  AVallace;  10.  John  Armstrong-;  11.  Old  Lay; 
12.  James  Wallace;   13.  James  Coats;   U.  Charles  :Myers;   lo.   .ManuelTrcshall. 


Cojvj  of  a  tetter  from   the   Commissioner  of  the  General  Land   Office  to  George  Graij,  Lidian  agent  on  Red 

riirr,  dated  August  11,  1S25. 
Sir:  The  ^Var  Department  baviug  furnished  me  with  an  extract  of  your  letter  of  the  2iUh  ]SIay  last, 
in  relation  to  claims  to  land,  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  on  an  examination  of  your  list  with  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  ou  the  claiiBS  to  laud  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  rivcu's.  which  has  not  been 
acted  upon  by  Congress,  I  find  they  recommend  for  contirmation  the  claims  of  the  following  persons  men- 
tioned in  your  list,  viz:  Lconard"^  Dyson,  Samuel  Xorris,  B.  Poira,  Henry  Stockman,  Peter  Stockman, 
Moses  Robertson,  James  Farris,  Cres'ar  Wallace,  and  John  Armstrong.  Any  evidence  y(.iu  may  furnish^ 
me  with,  in  relation  to  the  foregoin.g  claims,  will  be  submitted  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  shall  be  referred  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

CEO.  GRAHAM. 


Gexer.u.  L.iXD  Office,  Januanj  12.  1820. 

Sir:  On  the  6tli  instant  I  enclosed  to  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  G.  Cn-ay,  esrp,  Indian  agent  on  Red 
river,  in  relation  to  some  claims  to  land  recommended  fir  contirmation  by  the  register  and  receiver  at 
Opelousas,  in  their  reports  on  the  neutral  country,  which  were  stated  to  lie  in  ilu'  Caddo  tract;  and  I 
now  enclose  a  copy  of  his  answer  received  this  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAH.VM. 

Hon.  Joii.v  Scott,  of  the  House  rf  Hijircsentatires. 


CAnpo  Pn.uRin,  Red  River  Agencg,  Korendier  30,  1825. 

Sir:  1  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  tl]e'4th  of  August  last,  in  relation  to  the  lands  entered  by 
certain  persons  residing  on  Caddo  lands.     1  have  no  evidence  to  offer,  except  that  those  persons  were, 
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in  the  first  instance,  permitted  to  settle  on  the  Lin<ls  they  now  wish  to  hold  under  the  donation  act  by  the 
Caddo  chief  some  j-ears  since;  and  that  the  Caddo  nation  of  Lidians  have  had  quiet  possession  of  those 
Lands  under  both  the  Spanish  and  French  g-overnnients,  and  have  never  been  termed  neutral  lands,  and  are 
situated  immediately  on  Itcd  river,  and  are  not  vrithin  sixty  miles  of  any  of  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Hondo, 
and  are,  beyond  any  donl.it,  Caddo  lands.  Those  iicrsons  were  all,  eighteen  months  since,  ordered  off 
those  lands  "by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  AVar,  and  trenerally  removed  to  the  east  side  of  Red  river,  entirely 
out  of  the  Indian  boundary.  Last  sprin.tr  Red  river  was  uncommoidy  his'h,  and  inundated  the  cast  side  of 
Red  river,  and  those  intruders  were  permitted  to  remove  to  their  former  residence.  The  persons  whose 
names  I  have  fjrwarded  some  time  since  to  the  War  I)ei>artment  are  intruders,  and  are  violators  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  and  iirst  settled  on  the  lands  they  now  wish  to  hold 
for  the  ]inri)ose  of  tradiiif;-  whiskey  to  the  Indians;  and  I  am  informed  that  those  people  formerly  paid  the 
Caddo  chief  a  rent  for  the  lands  tliey  now  occupy.  Those  persons  settled  on  the  Caddo  lauds  some  time 
previous  to  my  bein^'  appointed  Indian  aj^ent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

G.  GRAY,  Indian  Agent. 
Geo.  Grau-ui,  Commmioncr  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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CLAIM    OF    THE    NEW    ENGLAND    MISSISSIPRI    LAND    COMPANY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    11,     1826. 

Mr.  Mills,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ebenczer  Oliver 
and  others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  reported: 

1st.  That  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  of  April  24,  1802,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Georgia,  it  was  agreed  that  the  United  States  might  (in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with 
the  payment  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  with  the  satisfaction  of  certain  land  claims  agreed  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  United  States)  appropriate  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  for  satisfying  certain 
claims  on  the  land  then  ceded  to  the  United  States,  commonly  called  the  Yazoo  claims,  provided  the  act 
of  Congress  making  such  appropriation  was  passed  within  one  year. 

2d.  That  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,"  passed  March  3,  1803,  so  much  as  should  be  found  necessary  of  the  five 
millions  of  acres,  reserved  as  before  stated,  were  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  had  been 
reserved.  But  it  was  provided  by  that  act  "that  no  other  claims  shall  be  embraced  by  this  appropriation 
but  those  the  evidence  of  which  shall  have,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  been  exhibited  by 
the  claimants  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be  kept  in  his  ofiicc  for  that  purpose,"  &c. 

3d.  That,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  last-mentioned  act,  the  claims  to  the  said  lands  were 
exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  including  those  now  in  question;  but  the  passage  of  the  final  act, 
providing  for  their  adjustment  and  satisfaction,  was  delaj'cd  until  the  year  1814. 

4th.  That  many  of  the  claims  so  exhibited  were  found  to  conflict  with  each  other,  and  also  with 
rights  which  had  been  acquired  l)y  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  surrenders  made  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  which,  lij'  virtue  of  the  cession,  enured  to  the  United  States. 

5th.  That  to  make  the  indemnity  and  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  in  question  the  act  of 
March  31,  1814,  was  passed,  by  which — First.  The  President  was  autliorized  and  required  to  cause  to  be 
issued  from  the  treasury  of  the  LTnited  States,  to  such  claimants  respectively  as  had  exhibited  their  claims 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  1803,  certificates  of  stock,  payable  out  of  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  said 
public  land,  and,  among  other  companies,  to  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  or  under  the  Georgia 
Mississippi  Company,  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Second.  That  the  claimants  of  the  lauds  might  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  a  release  of 
all  their  claims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assignment  and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  claim 
to  any  money  deposited  or  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  such  release  and  assignment  to  take  eflfect  on  the 
indemnification  of  the  claimants,  according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act. 

Third.  Commissioners  were  to  be,  and  were  accordinglj'  appointed,  "to  adjudge  and  finally  determine 
upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such  claims,  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  to  conflict 
with  and  be  adverse  to  each  other,  and  also  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  all  such  claims  under  the 
aforesaid  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia  as  may  be  found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United 
States  by  operation  of  law." 

6th.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1814  were,  in  all  respects,  pursuant  to  a  compromise  made  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  with  the  claimants,  including  the  present  petitioners,  and  that  the  release 
required  b3'  the  said  act  was  made  by  them. 

1th.  That  l>efore  the  commissioners  the  petitioners,  as  trustees  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company,  claimed  as  the  persons  entitled  to  the  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
directed  to  be  issued  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  their  claim  to  indemnity  for  957,600  acres, 
amounting  to  $130,425,  was  resisted  in  behalf  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  on  the  ground  that 
the  consideration  money  for  said  lands  had  not  been  paid;  and  that,  therefore,  they  were,  in  equity,  entitled 
to  the  indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress.  It  appeared  before  the  commissioners  that  the  land 
included  in-  said  grant,  estimated  to  contain  ehiven  million  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  acres,  had 
been  sold  by  the  Georgia  Mississijipi  Company  to  the  New  England  Mississippi  Company,  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  per  acre,  two  cents  whereof  had  been  paid  in  cash,  and  the  residue  secured  by  negotiable  notes, 
with  approved  endorsers;  of  which  notes  about  one-tenth  part,  say  $95,160,  then  remained  unpaid,  and 
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beloiio-cd  to  the  said  orig-inal  o-raiitops,  called  the  Georg-ia  Mississippi  Ocimpiiny,  iiicist  cif  tlio  hk'hiIkts  nf 
whii'li  (about  tlil'ee-lotirtlis  in  ainciunt)  had  surrendered  to  the  Slate  ul'  ( Jcmn-ia,  and  icrciNcl  IV.nii  (he 
treasiU'V  the  sum  they  had  paid  therein,  \>y  virtue  nf  the  reseiiidiiii;-  act,  so  enMiMl,  ul'  ( H'uij;-ia ;  I  ml  the  nlher 
nieuiliei's  had  released  to  tlie  riiiteil  Stales,  in  virtue  ofsaid  art  ol' ( 'miu'ress  ul'  Mareh  :il,  1S14,  and  rlainic(l. 
in  eoullict  with  said  petitioners,  surh  |ii'i)p(irtiou  of  Ihe  iiiih'uinity  as  was  eipj:d  In  their  interest  in  s.iid 
notes.  The  connnissioners  dceided  th.at  the  said  notes,  allhiMi:;'h  nu  innrl^-aue  was  ;^-i\-ci]  thei-i-lni-,  and 
thou"-li  the  sij;-ners  oF  said  notes  Innl  hinji'  sinec  transfern'd  thi'ir  interest  in  said  himls,  and  allhnii.L:li  the 
convcvanec  from  the  (k'or.u'ia  Mississiiipi  Company  was  alisninle,  and  tiie  dred  deliverrd  liy  tlnir  wi  iilcn 
direetion  to  tlie  tfrantees,  upmi  their  i;'ivin,i;'  security,  as  alnresaid,  created  a  lien  upon  said  land,  and  in 
consequence  of  such  decision  they  deducted  from  tlu;  claim  of  .saiil  petilinners  the  siiid  sum  of  §130,425, 
and  distributed  the  same  as  folhiws,  to  wit:  the  sum  of  tliirty-livt'  tlniusand  and  tweidj'-two  dollars  was 
paid  to  the  said  (leor^-ia  members,  who  released,  as  aforesaid,  liein.n' their  prii|)ortiiin  i)i  said  notes;  and 
the  residue,  say  ninety-live  ihnusand  four  hundred  anil  three  diillars,  weri'  nrdei-iMJ  in  be  retained  in  the 
treasury  of  the  I'nited  States,  as  representinj;- the  other  owners  of  said  notes,  who  had  surrendered,  as 
aforesaid,  and  tlius  accruin,t;',  by  operation  of  law,  to  the  United  States. 

8th.  The  petitioners  object  to  this  decision  as  erroneous,  and  they  ask  to  have  the  $130,42.">  paid  to 
thcin  by  the  United  States,  or  their  release  to  the  extent  of  the  9o7,()00  acres  cancelled,  so  that  they  may 
assert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  a  court  of  law.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
Brown  and  (iilman,  4  ^Vheaton,  ioO,  have  decided  that  the  grant  from  the  (ieorg-ia  ^Mississipiii  Land 
Companj-  to  the  individuals  who  afterwards  constituted  and  composed  the  New  En,u,-land  ilississipjii 
Land  Company  conveyed  the  legal  estate,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  Georgia  prohibiting  the  deeds  for 
the  same  from  being  recorded:  and  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  and  the  law  of  the  land,  the  grantors 
had  no  lien  on  the  land  t'or  the  consideration  money,  ami  that,  therefore,  the  decree  of  the  commissioners 
in  that  respect  was  erroneous.  For  the  grounds  of  that  decisiuu,  its  operation  upon  the  interests  of  the 
petitioners  and  those  they  represent,  and  for  a  more  particular  statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  whole  transaction,  the  committee  rel'er  to  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilnian,  to  the  decree 
of  the  commissioners  accompanying  this  report,  to  the  accomiianying  certificates  of  the  two  commissioners, 
and  to  a  more  particular  statement  made  by  the  petrtioiiers  to  the  Judiciary  Conunittee,  and  adopted  by 
them  in  their  report  of  Feliruary  T,  1823. 

9th.  The  committee  ac()uiesce  in  the  correctness  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  believe 
that  the  decision  of  the  commissioners  on  the  point  of  law  raised  before  them  was  erroneous;  which  error 
is  fully  certified  by  said  commissioners,  and  manifestly  appears  in  their  records. 

It  is  expresslj'  provided  by  said  act  that  the  release  of  the  claimants  was  "  to  take  efloct  on  the 
iudemnification  of  such  claimants  being  made  conformably  to  tlio  provisions  of  said  act;"'  and  it  is  also 
provided  that  the  commissioners  were  to  adjudge  and  finally  determine  upon  all  cimtroversies  arising 
from  such  claims  so  released. 

Taking-  these  sections  into  view,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  as  respects  said  sum  ])aid  on  said 
conflicting  claim  to  said  Georgia  members  as  aforesaid,  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  relieved,  such 
decision  being  made  tinal  by  the  act;  but  as  respects  said  sum  now  in  the  treasury,  which,  by  virtue  of 
said  act,  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  said  petitioners  as  indemnificatiou  for  their  said  release,  but  which 
was  erroneously  withheld  from  them  as  aforesaid,  the  committee  apprehend  tliat  the  petitioners  are  well 
entitled  to  relief;  and  for  that  purpose  they  report  a  bill. 


Dtvree  of  commissioners  on  Yazoo  elaims,  Grorgia  Missimppi  Company. 

This  Company  having  sold  all  the  lands  im-luded  in  their  grant  (excepting  the  reservations  for 
citizens)  to  certain  individuals  in  Boston,  associated  under  the  name  of  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company,  the  wdiole  indemnity  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  for  claimants  under  this  grant  was 
demanded  hy  "the  trustees  of  the  latter  company  in  behalf  of  tlie  members  thereof,  the  trustees  having 
released  to  tlie  United  States  all  the  title  of  the  company  to  the  land  comprehended  in  the  grant. 

This  claim  was  opposed,  first,  by  the  scripliolders  of  the  original  Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
claiming  under  certain  certificates  issued  to  tlie  proprietors  under  that  grant,  before  the  sale  made  to  the 
New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  which  certificates  were  produced  by  them  and  released  to  the 
United  States.  The  foundation  of  this  claim  rested  on  the  allegation  that  the  New  England  purchasers 
had  not  fully  paid  the  purchase  money  for  the  land,  and  that  tlie  original  shareholders  had  a  lien  on  the 
land  for  whatever  balance  was  due.  The  board  considered  that  the  principles  of  equity  sanction  this 
opposition;  and  having  ascertained,  from  the  evidence  exhibited,  that  the  sum  of  $95,TG0  remained  due 
to  the  original  company  for  the  purchase  which,  upon  the  terms  of  the  sale,  amounted  to  957,000  acres, 
they  decreed,  upon  the  grounds  stated  nrore  particularly  in  their  first  decree  in  this  company,  that 
$130,425  12,  the  proportion  of  indemtiity  to  which  that  quantity  of  land  would  be  entitled,  sliould  bo 
deducted  from  the  amount  claimed  Viy  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company. 

The  claim  of  the  New  England  Company  was  further  opposed  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  who 
claimed  to  be  considered  as  representing  the  interest  of  such  of  the  old  Georgia  Mississippi  shareholders 
as  have  surrendered  their  claims  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  drawn  their  proportions  of  the  original 
purchase  money  from  the  treasury  of  that  State,  and  as  thereby  entitled  to  retain,  out  of  the  sum  deducted 
as  above  stated,  from  the  indem'nity  claimed  by  the  New  England  Company,  such  proportions  as  those 
shareholders  would  liave  been  entitled  to  had  thej^  not  surrendered  such  claims.  The  board  decreed  that 
the  United  States  were  entitled  t(.)  represent  the  interest  of  these  original  surrendered  shares,  and  that 
the  sum  stated,  of  $130,425  12,  could  neither  be  awarded  exclusively  to  the  shareholders  who  released  to 
the  United  States,  nor  lessened  by  the  New  England  Company's  retaining  to  the  amount  of  the  shares 
surrendered  to  Georgia;  but  that  the  L'nitcd  States,  representing  the  surrendered  shares,  should  take 
equally  with  the  releasing  shareholders.     By  this  decree  the  above  sum  was  proportioned  as  follows: 

To  shares  of  Georgia  Mississippi  Companj-  released  to  the  United  States !s50,608  48 

To  the  United  States,  representing  284  surrendered  shares 123,903  94 

The  claim  of  the  trustees  of  tlie  New  England  Company  was  still  further  opposed  by  some  of  the  share- 
holders in  that  company,  who  produced  their  certificates  to  the  board,  and  executed,  individually,  releases  to 
the  United  States,  and  prayed  to  have  their  respective  proportions  of  the  indemnity  awarded  to  them 
separately,  and  protested  against  its  being  awarded  generally  to  the  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  company. 
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The  board  considered  lliemselves  bound  to  grant  this  application  for  the  reasons  stated  in  their 
second  decree  under  this  g-rant  nf  June  2!»,  1815,  but,  at  the  same  time,  thought  the  demand  of  the 
trustees,  that  these  individual  claimants  should  bear  their  proportion  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
company  if  allowed  to  receive  their  projiortions  of  the  indemnity  separately,  just  and  reasonable. 

These  claimants,  holding  shares  anjminting  to acres,  were,  therefore,  by  the  award  of  the  board, 

entitled  to  receive  $259,1  ^2  72  as  their  proportion  of  the  indemnity,  deducting  their  proportion  of  the 
expenses,  and  subject  to  some  other  charges  for  (>xpenses,  which  they  settled  with  the  trustees. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  parti<'ular  distribution,  according  to  the  principles  above  stated, 
of  the  indemnity  provided  by  the  act  for  claims  under  this  grant,  and  the  proportion  reserved  to  the 
United  i^tates: 
Total  indemnity  provided  f.ir  this  company  liy  act  of  Congress $1,550,000  00 

Awarded  as  f  )ll(iws: 

To  the  releasers  of  (ieorgia  Mississippi  Company's  certificates $50,608  48 

To  the  individual  releasers  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  certificates 259,132  72 

To  tiie  trustees  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Companj^ 1,077,501   73 

To  A.  Jackson,  for  his  interest  in  the  sale  made  to  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 

Company 24,831  90 

Reserved  to  the  United  States  for  284  certificates  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  surren- 
dered to  Georgia , 123,903  94 

Reserved  to  the  United  States  for  incalculable  i'ractions  in  the  divisions  of  the  indemnity.  23 

Amount  of  W.  Uampton's  thirty-two  shares,  claimed  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and 

deducted  from  the  claim  of  the  United  States  against  him 13,901  00 


1,550,000  00 


True  ciijiy  from  tlie  records. 

Teste:  RICHARD  WALLACK, 

Laic  Secretary  Hoard  of  Commissioners  on  Yazoo  Claims. 

The  certificates  issued  by  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  were  generally  for  four  shares  each,  and 
the  sum  awarded  to  the  hdlder  of  such  certificate  of  four  shares  was  $1,745  12i. 

The  fund  out  of  which  the  holders  of  Georgia  Mississippi  Company's  certificates  were  paid,  and  the 
surrenders  to  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  said  company,  consisted  of  the  sum  of  $130,425  12  reserved 
from  the  claim  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company  for  unpaid  notes  of  certain  original 
purcliascrs  in  that  company,  and  the  amount  of  091,007  acres  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Compan3''s  certificates  in  the  hands  of  Amasa  Jackson,  making  together  the  amount  of  $213,305  55, 
deducting  for  allowance  to  the  specie  payment  to  the  New  England  Mississippi  Company  $2,399  22. 

Statement  in  figures  of  the  disposition  of  the  above  sum  of  tico  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred 

and  five  dollars  and  fiftij  five  cents. 

To  Georgia  Mississi|;ipi  C(jmpany's  certificates,  including  those  surrendered  to  the  State 

of  Georgia  under  Hampton's  certificates,  and  those  released  to  the  laiited  States.  .  . .  $188,473  42 
Awarded  to  Ainasa  Jackson 24,831  90 


213,305  32 


Attest:  RICHARD  WALLACK, 

Late  Secretary  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Yazoo  Claims. 

Having  acted  as  one  of  the  commissioners  under  tlie  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  puldic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  I  do  certify  that  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners did  reject  the  claim  for  indemnification  made  by  the  New  England  Land  Company  for  that  portion 
of  land  whicli  was  the  subject  of  controversy  in  tlie  case  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  between  Gilman  and 
Brown,  and  reported  in  tiie  fourth  volume  of  Wiieaton's  Reports.  The  ground  upon  which  this  rejection 
was  made  was  an  opinion  which  the  commissioners  then  entertained,  that  the  title  of  this  land,  tlirough 
its  whole  course  of  transfer,  was  an  equitable  title;  and  the  original  purchase  money  not  having  been 
paid  for  it,  they  considered  that  the  debt  was  a  lien  upon  the  land,  and  that  the  claimant  had  no  right  to 
the  indemnification  until  that  lieu  was  discharged. 

I  recollect  that  our  information  of  the  laws  of  Georgia  upon  the  subject  of  land  conveyances  was 
but  iniperfect;  but  in  the  discussion  of  this  claim  before  the  board  it  seemed  to  be  given  up  that  the  title 
in  all  its  stages  was  an  equitable  title,  and  so  we  finally  thought.  The  decision,  however,  of  this  question 
by  the  Supreme  Court  is  otherwise.  They  have  decided  that  the  title  was  a  legal  one  throughout;  and 
that  question  being  so  settled,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  should,  under  such  an  impression  of 
the  law,  have  awarded  the  indemnification  to  the  claimant's;  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  my  associates 
would  have  concurred  with  me  in  tliis  opinion.  I  now  consider  this  a  fair  subject  for  the  interposition 
of  the  legislature,  and  should  deem  it  reasonable  that  the  claim  should  be  allowed. 

THOMAS  SWANN. 
Alexandria,  December  30,  1822. 

I  have  examined,  as  carefully  as  I  could  upon  so  sliort  a  notice,  the  decree  of  the  Yazoo  commis- 
sioners of  March  8,  181C,  upon  the  claim  of  the  New  England  Mississippi  Company,  by  whicli  the  sum  of 
$130,425  12  was  deducted  from  the  indemnity  claimed  by  that  company  and  awarded  to  the  Georgia 
Mississippi  Company,  on  the  ground  of  a  lien  asserted  by  the  latter  company  for  part  of  the  purchase 
money  due  for  the  land  wliicli  had  been  granted  to  the  Georgia  Company,  and  by  them  sold  out  to  the 
persons  composing  the  Ni^w  England  Mississippi  Company. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Brown  and  Gilman,  express  an  opinion  that 
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the  claim  of  tlic  Gcorg-i;i  Ciuiipany  to  this  lion  could  not  be  siijiporteil.  I  have  not  scon  tlir  records  sent 
up  to  the  Supremo  Court  in  thi.s  case,  and  do  not  see  in  the  printed  report  of  the  cause  Ihiil  llir  sanie  dneu- 
mcnts  and  evidence,  showing-  the  agroonients  and  correspondence  ol'the  Iwn  companies  npim  this  sulijcct, 
were  before  the  court  that  had  been  laid  Ijefore  the  connnissioners.  II'  they  were,  1  snppcise  it  would  In' 
right  to  conclude  that  the  conunissioners,  ami  not  the  Supreme  Court,  liad  erred  in  their  di'eisiiin.  The 
board,  in  their  decree  of  JIarch  8,  181(1,  refer  to  the  agreements  and  correspundenee  .p|'  the  parties-  and 
the  record  in  the  case  of  I5r(.iwn  and  (lihnaii  will  sliow  whi'llier  tliev  were  intrinbiced  inlu  that  case 

1'.  S.  KKY. 

It  is  now  represented  to  nie  that,  by  the  laws  nf  (.'eurgia,  a  vcmlnr  has  iiu  ben  upirii  i;iiid  smM  when 
he  takes  a  note  for  the  purchase  money.  If  this  be  the  ease,  the  emiimissioners  certainly  eri'ed  in  their 
decision.  If  such  a  ground  had  been  siipporteil  belbre  thi'ui  they  wdiihl  certaiidy  have  dcn-ided  against 
the  lien. 

Georgetown,  Januanj  i,  1823.  F.  S.  K. 


To  Ihc  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  liej)vesentaiiirs  of  the  United  ,S7((/c.s  /;(  ('oin/rr.-is  a.^^'-mlilrd: 

The  petition  of  Ebenozer  Oliver,  Bcuijamin  Joy,  Thomas  L,  AVinthrop,  tieorge  ISlake,  and  .Joseph 
Sewall,  all  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  lunnbly  showeth:  That,  by  an  act  of  Congress  liearing-  date 
March  31,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  providing-  fn-  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  ])ublic  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territorj-,"  a  certain  sum  of  money  was  granted  to  persons  claiming- said  land  under 
the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  who  should  give  a  sufficient  legal  release  of  their  claims  to  the  United 
States,  to  take  elfect  on  their  indemnilication  of  such  claimants  being  made  conformably  to  the  provisions 
of  said  act;  and  that  in  virtue  thereof,  and  of  the  acts  in  addition  thereto,  commissioners  were  ajipointed 
to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  the  sufficiency  (if  the  release  of  said  claims,  and  also  to  adjudge  and 
determine  iijion  all  controversies  arising-  from  claims  so  released. 

Whereupon  your  petitioners,  acting-  as  trustees  m-  directors  fjr  said  claiiuants  under  said  (Jeergia 
Mississippi  Company,  caused  to  lie  released  to  the  United  States  all  their  claim  in  and  to  the  said  lands, 
and  fully  complied  with  all  the  requisitions  of  said  acts,  trusting-  that  they  should  receive  the  indemnity 
therein  made,  provided  their  title  was  just  and  legal;  but  the  said  commissioners,  having-  erroneous 
information  res[iecting-  the  laws  of  Georgia,  adjudged  the  title  of  said  petitioners  to  be  invalid  as  respects 
a  certain  portion  of  said  land,  viz:  nine  hundred  and  fiftj'-seven  thousand  six  hundred  acres,  and  that 
certain  certificates  (commonly  called  scrip)  issued  for  the  said  land  were  not  obligatory  in  law. 

Your  petitioners  -n^ere  much  surprised  at  said  decree,  but  trusted,  from  the  superior  knowledge  of 
the  commissioners,  that  the  same  might  be  correct.  It  now  appears,  however,  that  on  process  of  law 
ag-ainst  your  petitioners  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  title 
so  rejected  by  the  commissioners  was  good  and  valid  in  law  and  equity;  and  your  petitioners  have, 
accordingh',  been  compelled  to  paj^  and  satisfy  the  p(H'sons  who  held  the  title  so  pronounced  imperfect. 

It  is  ajiprehended  that  said  commissioners  are  now  fully  sensible  of  the  error  in  their  decree,  founded 
on  misinformation  respecting  the  laws  of  Georgia,  by  means  of  which  j-our  petitioners  have  incurred  great 
loss  and  damage. 

Wherefore,  your  petitioners  humbly  ]iray  that  the  iirojiortion  of  indemnity  granted  to  them  by  said 
act,  and  which  has  been  withheld  from  them  as  aforesaid,  may  be  delivered  to  them,  or  that  they  may  lie 
reinstated  in  the  title  to  said  proporti(.in  i  if  land,  which  they  have  ceded  to  tlie  United  States  withuot  having 


received  the  indemnification  therefor  granted  by  said  act. 


ebenezer  oliver, 
benjamin  joy, 
tuomas  l.  wixtiiuou, 
(;eoi;ge  blake, 
joseph  sewall, 

Bv  their  attiirnev,  BUFUS  G.  AMOIIY, 


19th  Congress.]  iSTo.   474.  [1st  Session- 

L  A  N  D    C  L  A  nr    I  N    L  0  I'  I  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESENT.iTIVES    .I.VNUARY    IT,    182(3. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 

and  documents  of  John  H.  Mills,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that,  as  far  back  as  1800,  Matthew  O'Fallan  olitained  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment a  large  tract  of  land,  situated  in  the  parish  of  West  Feliciana,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  has 
been  "  inhabited  and  cultivated  "  from  that  period  nntil  the  present ;  that  on  August  1 0,  1805,  the  said  O'Fallan 
sold  a  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  to  Ellis  and  Stewart;  that  on  March  7,  1800,  the  said  purchase  was 
divided  by  amicable  arrangement,  when  195  arjients,  fronting-  on  Thompson's  creek,  and  lying  between 
the  lands  of  Samples  and  Lush,  were  set  off  to  the  said  Stevvart;  that  in  the  year  1810  or  1811  the  said 
Stewart  removed  with  his  family  to  Mobile,  where  they  all  died;  that  owing  to  this  circumstance,  as  the 
petitiimer  believes,  the  evidences  of  title  to  the  land  so  owned  liy  him  were  not  exhibited  to  the  proper 
board  for  confirmation;  that  Ellis'  claims  to  his  moiety  under  the  partition  has  been  conlirmed;  that  on 
July  23,  1825,  at  a  probate  sale  of  the  land  allotted  to  the  said  Ellis,  the  petitioner  became  the  purchaser. 
Wlierefore,  he  prays  the  passage  of  an  act  to  confirm  him  in  his  claim  against  the  United  .'States. 

John  Murdock  swears  that,  in  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  1800,  he  returned  from  Jlexico  and 
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settled  on  Tliompson's  creek,  where  lie  now  resides;  that  on  his  return  he  found  Mattlicw  O'Fallan  in 
pos.session  of  and  cultivating-  a  tract  of  land  lying-  on  the  west  side  of  the  said  creek,  fronting  12  arpents 
and  running  liack  40;  that  in  the  year  1805  the  said  O'Fallan  sold  the  said  land  to  John  Ellis  and 
Christopher  S.  Stewart,  merchants,  who  cultivated  the  same  until  the  close  of  the  year  1808;  that  the  same 
has  been  generally  in  the  cultivation  of  jiersuns  claiming  under  Ellis  and  Stewart.  The  affidavit,  of  which 
the  firegoing  is  an  extract,  is  sworn  to  on  June  12,  1820. 

jMoses  Samples  swears  that  about  the  year  180.T  John  Ellis  and  Christo.  Strong  Stewart  purchased 
from  Matthew  O'l-'allan  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  Thompson's  creek,  containing  about  480  arpents,  more 
or  less;  that  they  moved  to  and  took  possession  of  the  same,  and  continued  their  habitation  and  cultivation 
until  1809,  when  a  division  took  place;  that  soon  after  Stewart  moved  to  Mobile,  and  has  not  returned 
since;  that  it  has  been  reported  and  believed  that  he  and  every  member  of  his  family  died;  that  he,  the 
afKant,  lives  on  the  part  which  was  allotted  tn  Ellis,  and  which  was  conlirmed  to  Isaac  Johnson,  who 
exhibited  his  evidence  of  claim  to  the  board  at  St.  Helena  Court-house.     Sworn  to  October  2t,  1825. 

An  authenticated  copy  of  the  proceedings,  in  reference  to  the  probate  sale,  from  the  office  of  the  judge 
of  the  parish  of  West  Feliciana,  is  exhibited.  From  this  voucher  it  appears  partition  of  the  land  was 
made  between  Ellis  and  Stewart,  and  that  the  petitioner  became  the  purchaser  for  $150. 

The  committee  think  the  petitioner  entitled  to  relief,  and  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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S  E  T  T  L  E  i;  S    ON    PUBLIC    LANDS    AND    THE    K  I  G  H  T    OF    PRE-EMPTION. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    18,    1826. 

Mr.  YiNTOx,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolution  of  the  14th  December, 
instructing  them  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  some  provision  which  may  secure  to 
the  person  in  possession  of  public  lands  the  benefit  of  the  crop  growing  at  the  time  of  sale,  and 
also  to  grant  to  those  who  may  have  relinquished  lands  under  laws  heretofore  passed  the  pre- 
emption right  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  those  lands  at  the  price  such  lands  maj-  have  been 
originally  suld  for;"  and  also  the  resolution  of  the  Gth  of  January,  instructing  them  "  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  permitting  settlers  on  lands  that  have  been  relinquished  by  them  to  the  United 
States  under  any  of  the  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  who  had  improved 
the  same  previous  to  making  such  relinquishment,  to  occupy  the  same  until  they  shall  be  again  sold 
by  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  right  of  removing  any  crop  that  may  be  growing  on  the  same 
at  the  time  of  making  such  sale,''  reported: 

That,  in  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  the  connnittee  proceeded  to  examine  the  several  matters 
referred  to  them,  in  the  order  in  Aviiich  they  are  presented  in  the  foregoing  resolutions;  and  in  the  first 
place  directed  their  attention  to  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  of  the  14th  of  December,  instructing 
them  "  to  in(juiro  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  some  provision  which  may  secure  to  the  person  in  posses- 
sion of  public  lands  the  benefit  of  the  cro))  growing  at  the  time  of  sale." 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  government,  for  the  most  obvious  reasons,  to  discountenance  all  settle- 
ments upon  the  public  lands  before  they  are  brought  into  market  and  sold;  and  among  the  many  existing 
evidences  of  this  policy  is  to  be  found  a  legal  prohibition,  now  in  force,  against  all  unauthorized  settlements 
upon  the  public  domain.  The  committee  know  of  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  this  policy,  but  on  the 
contrary  are  of  ojiinioa  it  ought  to  be  carried  into  strict  and  undeviatiug  execution.  This  branch  of  the 
resolution  proposes  an  innovation  upon  that  policy,  which  would  be  likely  to  result  in  consequences  in 
their  nature  siiliversive  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  land  system  is  based.  The  adoption  of  it  would 
hold  out  an  indirect  invitation  and  encouragement  to  all  who  were  so  disposed  to  possess  themselves  of 
the  public  lands,  without  title  or  interest  in  them.  It  would,  in  effect,  place  those  who  had  tortuously 
entered  upon  the  footing  of  tenants  at  will  with  a  possession  recognized  and  sanctioned  by  the  government. 
It  has  been  found  that  legal  prohibitions  are  entirely  inadequate  to  repress  trespasses  "to  a  considerable 
extent  upon  public  lands;  and  with  this  encouragement  those  innovations  would  be  likely  to  become  so 
numerous  as  seriously  to  obstruct  their  sale.  This  elfect  would  l)e  produced  in  a  variety  of"  ways.  In  the 
first  place,  those  who  would  otherwise  become  purchasers  would,  instead  of  purchasing,  be  induced,  under 
this  encouragement,  to  settle  down  upon  the  lands  of  the  public  with  the  intention  perhaps  of  purchasing 
when  compelled  to  do  so,  but  not  before.  In  the  next  place,  the  circumstance  of  possession  being  withheld 
until  a  growing  crop  were  taken  off  would  be  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  purchasers,  who,"in  a  great 
majority  of  cases,  are  poor,  and  have  occasion  to  occupy  the  premises  and  commence  the  business  of 
imiirovement  as  soon  as  ].>ossible.  And,  again,  those  who  now  are  or  should  be  in  possession  of  lands 
under  such  a  tenure  would  have  a  direct  interest  in  preventing  their  sale.  A  purchaser  would  be  looked 
upon  by  this  class  of  men  as  their  enemy,  and  whatever  coinbination,  violence,  and  artifice  could  do  to 
in-ovent  his  ingress  into  their  neighborhood,  or  to  drive  him  from  it,  would  in  many  instances  be  eflccted. 
Experience  has  shown  that  those  who  fasten  upon  the  public  lands  with  one  moment's  encouragement  can 
never  altcrwards  be  loosened  from  their  hold.  The  adoption  of  this  measure  would  be  immediately  followed 
up  by  a  claim  to  a  pre-emption  right  or  donation  of  the  lands  so  possessed;  and  if  denied,  that  which  was 
granted  as  a  favor  would  be  treated  as  an  act  of  oppression.  The  government  would  be  murmured  against, 
and  reproached  with  inducing  the  occupants  to  devote  their  time  and  labor  to  the  improvement  of  these 
lands,  tor  the  unworthy  purpose  of  reaping  the  proceeds  in  the  enhanced  price  it  would  be  pretended  was 
obtained  for  them  in  consequence  of  such  improvement.  For  these  reasons,  and  others  tliat  miglit  be 
suggested,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed  by  this  part  of  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration  would  be  impolitic  and  inexpedient. 
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As  to  tlic  secQiul  branch  of  the  resolution  of  Iho  141h  of  Decoinlicr,  wliich  iirojioscs  "in  o-i-nil  tolliosc 
who  may  have  reliiuiuishod  lands  under  the  hiws  heretofore  passed  llic  |iri--ciii]i|i(in  ri-^iit  of  lirccmiinu'  the 
purchasers  of  those  hinds  at  the  price  such  hinds  may  liave  lucn  i.irii;-iiially  sold  fur,"  ihr  ciniiniillcc  havi' 
to  observe  tliat  all  relin(iuislnnents  are  entirely  optional  with  (he  party  niakiui;'  lliom,  bcin^^-  in  their  nature 
an  act  of  grace  and  favor  on  the  part  of  the  i;'overnment,  by  permitting  the  pm-chaser  to  release  liiins<'lf 
from  his  contract  to  the  extent  of  his  relin(|iiishment,  when  he  wants  the  inclination  (jr  ability  to  cimiply 
with  it,  and  that,  too,  un<ler  the  most  favoraldc  circumstances,  lieing  left  to  chouse  I'nr  himself  what  part, 
to  relinquish  ami  what  to  retain.  \Vhen  he  avails  himself  (jf  this  iirivilege  his  cuntiael  to  the  laud  n  lin- 
quished  is  entirely  at  an  end,  with  no  lien  upon  it  in  his  I'avor,  cither  legal  or  e(piilable.  'I'lie  hind  fi'ing 
thus  restored  to  the  government  in  all  respects  as  it  was  before  the  jinrchase,  tli(.'  <-i'mniittee  can  see  no 
reason  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  class  of  pre-emption  rights,  that  have  been  already  so  mnltiplie(l  by 
one  pretext  or  another  as  to  create  no  little  diOiculty  and  embarrassment  in  the  legislation  of  Congri'ss 
njjon  the  public  lands. 

As  to  the  resoluticm  of  the  fUh  instant,  the  comniittee  lo(jk  upon  it  as  falling  within  the  more  general 
proposition  of  that  of  the  14th  of  December,  and  the  reasons  just  urged  against  it  as  conclusive  against 
the  policy  of  permitting'  those  wdio  have  relinquished  to  remain  tqiou  lands  the  [lossessinu  of  which,  as 
well  as  their  interest,  have  been,  in  contemplation  of  law,  surrendered,  and  the  [ircmises  left  vai-ant. 

Besides,  so  long  a  time  has  elapsed  since  any  rolimpiishnients  have  been  made  that  the  I'oiuiuittee 
arc  at  a  loss  to  imagine  wdiat  crops  can  still  remain  upon  the  g'round  that  were  put  iido  it  pi-e\ious  to  such 
relinipiishmcnts;  and  if  since,  such  use  of  the  laml  is  tortuous,  and  contrary  to  good  faith.  'I'he  commit  tei'  are 
therefore  of  the  opinitm  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  measures  proposed  by  the  above-mentioned  resolutions. 


19th  Con-cress. J  ^0.    476.  [1st  Session-. 

APPLICATION    OF    THE    PFRCIIASEUS    OF    PUBLIC    LANDS    IN    ALABAMA    FOR    BELIEF. 

CO.MMUNICVTED  TO  THE  HOr.sE  OK  KEIT.ESENT.VTIVES  .I.VXU.U'.Y  "20,    182(j. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  wdiom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  S.  Gaines 
and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  repi.irted: 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that,  previous  to  the  abolition  of  the  credit  system,  large  purchases  of 
lands  in  Alabama  were,  from  time  to  time,  made  at  the  government  sales,  and  at  high  prices;  that  some 
of  these  purchasers  made  prompt  payment,  while  others  availed  themselves  of  the  credit  system,  but 
completed  their  paj'ments  before  Congress  passed  the  relief  law.  Upon  this  representation  they  pray 
Congress  "to  pass  a  law  extending  the  same  relief  to  purchasers  of  pulilic  lands  who  made  prompt  and 
complete  payments  as  was  made  to  purchasers  who  availed  themselves  of  the  credit  allowed  by  law,  and 
that  they  may  be  authorized  to  vest  wdiatever  amount  may  be  deducted  from  tlieir  former  payments,  and 
allowed  them  in  any  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands"  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  The  comniittee  do  not 
think  the  petitioners  entitled  to  relief  They  bought  their  lands  at  the  market  price  and  have  paid  for 
them.  The  whole  transaction  was  fair,  and  the  bargain  has  been  ctmsummated.  If  land  was  of  greater 
and  money  of  less  value  then  than  now,  it  was  rather  their  misfortune  than  tlie  fault  of  the  government. 
Should  Congress  grant  relief  in  this  case,  there  would  probably'  be  no  end  to  applications  of  a  similar 
oharacter.  The  unfortunate  purchaser  whose  land,  in  consequence  of  his  inability  to  complete  the  payments, 
has  reverted  to  the  United  States,  and  the  merchant  whose  goods  liave  so  far  depreciated  upon  his  hands 
as  not  to  be  worth  the  amount  of  the  duties  charged  upon  them,  would  have  equally  strong,  if  not  stronger, 
claims  for  equitable  allowances.  But  the  petitioners  seem  to  have  mistaken  the  principles  upon  which 
relief  was  granted  to  the  debtors  for  the  public  lands.  That  class  of  debtors  were  not  relieved  because 
they  had  paid  too  much  for  their  lands,  or  because  they  had  depreciated  in  value,  but  because  the  debt 
which  had  been  suffered  to  grow  to  an  enormous  bulk  had  become  a  grievous  burden  upon  those  portions 
of  the  country  that  bore  it,  and  because  it  was  perceived  that  the  government  could  not  enforce  its  collec- 
tion witliout  producing  great  individual  distress.  It  was,  moreover,  both  prudent  and  wise  to  avoid,  if 
possible,  those  fatal  results  which  an  increasing  debt  of  that  magnitude,  and  due  from  a  comparatively 
small  portion  of  the  country,  to  the  government  was  so  peculiarly  calculated  to  produce. 

Tlie  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  to  the  consideration  of  the  House: 

Resohrd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  iietitioners  be  not  granted. 
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NUMBER    OF    LAND    AVAKRANTS    LSSUED    TO    THE    OFFICERS    AND    SOLDIERS    OF    THE 

REVOLUTION. 

COM.MUNIC.UED  TO  THE  HOUSE  (IF  UEPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  23,    1826. 

To  the  House  of  Beprcsentatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  ultimo,  I  transmit  here- 
with reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  the 
statements  desired  by  the  resolution. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Washington,  January  20,  1820. 


Department  of  War,  January  18,  1826. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  23d  ultimo  as  requires  "  the  number  of  land  warrants  whicli  have  been  issued,  and  the 
quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  them,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  marked  A,  which 
furnishes  tlie  inlltrmation  required  Ijy  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


A. 

Department  of  War,  Bounty  Land  Office,  January  11,  1826. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  December  23,  1825,  I  have 
the  honor  to  hand  you  a  statement  of  tlie  number  of  warrants  (and  acres  of  land  contained  in  each  warrant) 
which  appears  to  have  been  issued  and  delivered  from  this  office  for  services  rendered  during-  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  viz: 

14  warrants  of  1,100  acres  each 15,400  acres. 

21  warrants  of      850  acres  each 22,950  acres. 

115  warrants  of      500  acres  each 51,500  acres. 

114  warrants  of      450  acres  each 51,300  acres. 

226  warrants  of      400  acres  each 90,400  acres. 

805  warrants  of      300  acres  each 259,500  acres. 

902  warrants  of      200  acres  each 180,400  acres. 

130  warrants  of      150  acres  each 19,500  acres. 

8,653  warrants  of      100  acres  each 805,300  acres. 


11,046  1,562,250  acres. 


Note. — I  have  frequently  heard  it  said  that  General  Knox,  when  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department, 
Iiad  all  the  warrants  issued  which  then  appeared  to  bo  due  before  he  commenced  with  the  delivery  of  any  one 
of  them.  If  that  information  be  correct,  it  is  easily  accounted  for  why  there  are  so  many  numbers  in  the 
books  of  locations  opposite  to  which  there  are  no  names  inserted.  For  instance,  there  is  no  name  opjiosite 
Nos.  1,  5,  12,  15,  20,  25,  20,  21,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.;  and  the  list  of  numbers  to  which  I  advert  ran  up  to  11,050, 
and  those  opposite  to  which  I  iind  names  entered  are  9,913.  The  excess,  if  made  out,  must  have  been 
consumed  in  the  conflagration  of  the  office,  with  its  effects,  in  1801. 

It  is  proliable  that  some  few  may  have  been  delivered,  as  now  and  then  a  single  one  comes  in  for  entry. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  STEUART. 

Hon.  James  Barbour,  Secretary  of  War. 


General  Land  Office,  January  19,  1826. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Decemlier  23,  1825,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the  following  statements, 
numbered  1,  2,  and  3,  which  exhiliit  the  information  called  for. 

The  statement  No.  1  shcnvs  that  62,312.10  acres  of  tiie  land  appropriated  to  satisfy  the  warrants  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tiie  revolutionary  army  remain  unlocated. 

The  statement  No.  2  shows  that  tlie  number  of  warrants  which  have  been  issued,  and  which  remain 
unlocijted,  amount  to  118,  and  the  ijuantity  of  land  for  which  they  were  issued  is  33,300  acres. 

The  statement  No.  3  exhibits  the  number  and  amount  of  such  warrants  which  have  been  located, 
and  for  which  patents  have  not  been  issued. 

All  wJiich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  GRAHAAI. 

Tiie  President  of  the  United  States. 
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No.  ]. 


Statement  of  tJie  (/nanli/i/  of  lainl  in   the  United  Stater;  mililnri/  ili.<lrii-t  n-hii-h   rtmniiicd  im/ociilrd  Jaininri/  1 
1826,  in  the  Ji  fill  quarter  and  fracliunal  'juarter  tairnsJiip.';  get  apart  for  gali^fi/imj  tear  rant  ^^  fur  riTdttiliiiniini 
military  fterrice.-;. 
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General  Land  OfficEj  January  19,  1826. 


(JEORGE  GRAHAM. 


Xo.  2. 

Statement  shrncing  the  number  of  warrants  issued  In/  the  War  Department  for  the  different  grades  of  military 
service  during  the  rcvohdionarg  lear,  and  the  ciuantity  of  land  mentioned  in  them;  also,  the  number  that 
have  been  located  and  patented,  and  those  that  have  been  located,  and  for  which  the  2Mtents  have  not  issued; 
including,  also,  those  surrendered  by  the  Ohio  Company  and  John  C.  Symmcs;  and  exhibiting  the  number 
of  warrants  issued,  and  irhich  remain  unlocated,  and  the  rpiaiitity  of  land  mentioned  in  them. 


Warrants  issued, 

as  per  statement  from  (lie  \\'ar 

Number  of  warrants 

located  and  patented,  iu- 

Wan-ants  unlocated,  and  quantity  of  lam 

men- 

Department. 

eluding  those  loeated  and  not  patented,  and 

tioneii  in  them. 

those  surrendered 

liy  the  Ohio  Company  and 

J.  C.  Sj-nimes. 

14  w.irrants  of  1,100  ncres  eacll,  is 

...       15,400 

13  warrants  of  1 

,100  acres  eaeli,  is      14,300 

1  warrant  of  1, 10(1  acres  eaeli.  i- 

l.lliO 

27  ....do.... 

.     8.50 do 

...       22,950 

27  ....do 
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115  ....do.... 
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...       57,500 

Ill  ....(! 
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.     450 do 
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...       90,400 
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11.046 

1,562,2.50 

10. 928 

1,. 528, 950 
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33, 300 

Treasiey  De?art.mest,  Gmerat  Land  Office,  January  19,  1836. 


GEORGE  GRAHAM. 


X(1.  3. 

Statement  showing  the  7iumber  of  warrants  issued  for  i-evolutionary  mUitary  services,  and  the  quantUy  of  land 
mentioned  in  them,  irhieh  have  been  loeated,  and  for  which  the  patents  have  not  issued. 

Number  of  warrants  of  100  acres  each 33 

Number  of  warrants  of  150  acres  cacli 1 

Number  of  warrants  of  200  acres  each 5 

Number  of  warrants  of  300  acres  each 7 

Number  of  warrants  of  400  acres  each 1 

Number  of  warrants  of  450  acres  each 1 

Quantity  of  land  hjcated,  in  acres T,400 

GEORGE  GRAHAK 

Treasury  Dep.uitmext,  General  Land  Office,  January  19,  1826. 
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APrLTCATIOX  OF   AL.V15AMA  FOR  FOUR  SECTIONS  OF   LAND   FOR  THE  CITY  OF  MOBILE. 

COM.Ml'.NICVrED    TO    THK    HOUSE    OF    RErRESEXTATIVES    JANUARY    23,    1826. 

To  tlir  hnnorahk  Spcalvr  and  mi'inbcrs  </  llic  House  of  Represicntatims: 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  representatives  of  the  town  and  county  of  Mobile  may  be  regarded  as 
the  immediate  cause  of  this  special  communication.  Ijut  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  itself, 
connected,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be,  with  the  present  and  permanent  interest  of  the  State,  and  no  less  in 
union  with  every  principle  of  our  nature,  which  delights  to  insure  happiness  and  relieve  distress,  gives  it 
a  high  claim  to  particular  attention,  and  would  render  an  apology  not  only  unnecessary  but  oiieusive. 
During  the  last  season  our  commercial  emporium  was  severel_y  afllicted  by  those  malignant  diseases  to 
which  southern  seaports  are  so  peculiarly  exposed.  The  distresses,  the  sufferings,  the  anxieties  and 
confusion,  which  suspended  the  ordinary  ho|)es  and  engagements  of  men,  those  only  can  realize  who  have 
witnessed,  in  similar  circumstances,  the  ravages  of  mortal  disease.  The  distressing  situation  of  the  city 
of  Mobile  was  greatly  relieved  by  a  place  of  more  healthy  resort  in  the  vicinity,  to  which  almost  all  the 
inhabitants  removed  who  were  in  condition  to  make  a  removal,  or  wlio  had  not  fallen  victims  to  the  early 
and  insidious  progress  of  the  prevailing  malady.  In  this  place  their  liopcs  of  security  were  more  than 
justilied,  under  circumstances  of  deficient  accommodation,  and  destitute  of  those  comforts  which  more 
mature  arrangement  might  have  provided.  It  is  my  present  purpose  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  general 
assembly  to  this  place,  and  to  the  interests  of  ^Mobile  and  of  the  State,  which  are  supposed  to  be  connected 
with  it.  Our  southern  seaports  cannot  expect  to  be  free  from  the  occasional  and  perhaps  frequent  recur- 
rence of  yellow  fever;  and  even  when  this  malignant  disease  does  not  appear,  those  of  a  milder  type  may 
be  constantly  expected,  and  occasion  losses  severely  felt  by  society.  The  great  desideratum,  therefore, 
is  a  place  of  health  sulliciently  near  to  the  centre  of  business,  and  in  which  the  confidence  of  the  popula- 
tion may  be  safely  reposed.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  believe  that  the  vicinity  of  Mobile  aft'ords  such  a 
situation;  and  this  belief  is  sustained  by  the  experience  of  several  years,  csi)ecially  the  present,  by  the 
natural  appearance  of  the  country  and  the  report  of  the  oldest  inhabitants.  It  is  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion what  important  effects  may  be  made  to  result  from  this  auspicious  circumstance.  It  is  supposed 
that  it  will  atfi.ird  a  reasonable  security  against  tlie  most  appalling  disease  to  which  the  human  constitu- 
tion is  subject.  That  it  will  increase  the  population  of  our  commercial  city,  and  v/ith  its  population 
increase  its  business  and  resources.  That  it  will  locate  and  fix  capital,  as  those  who  find  it  their  interest 
to  do  business  in  the  place  will  be  inclined  to  form  permanent  establishments  for  the  sake  of  convenience, 
when  they  find  they  can  do  so  with  safety  to  themselves  and  their  families.  That  it  will  benefit  the  people 
in  the  interior  of  the  State,  as  their  necessary  intercourse  with  the  city  will  be  less  interrupted  by  the 
absence  of  men  engaged  in  the  transactions  of  commerce.  That  it  will  provide  for  institutions  of  learning, 
so  much  to  be  cultivated  in  our  large  commercial  cities,  a  situation  in  which  their  progress  will  not  bo 
interrupted.  That  such  part  of  the  population  as  may  be  engaged  in  mechanical  emploj'ments  may  be 
enabled  to  pursue  their  useful  and  industrious  professions  to  almost  equal  advantage  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  That  it  will  be  a  suitable  jdace,  on  account  of  its  health  and  vicinity  to  the  city,  for  the  site  of 
hospitals  and  other  charitable  foundations.  To  secure  these  and  other  advantages  which  will  be  readily 
perceived,  I  beg  leave,  very  respectfully,  to  recommend  to  the  general  assembly  to  aid  the  corporate 
authority  of  the  city  of  Mobile  to  obtain  from  the  United  States  four  contiguous  sections  of  land  at  Spring 
Hill,  or  a  quantity  equal  to  four  sections,  at  the  discretion  of  the  corporation,  on  which  to  build  a  summer 
town  or  place  of  retreat  for  health.  It  is  likely  that  four  sections  would  not  be  more  than  sufficient,  in 
order  that  the  town  should  not  be  built  too  compactly  for  health;  that  nuisances  might  be  kept  at  a  greater 
distance,  and  the  natural  healthiness  of  the  place  be  improved  by  artificial  means. 

To  accomplish  these  objects  a  new  and  suffering  city  may  require  aid  from  the  treasury  of  the  State, 
the  advance  to  be  reimlnirsed  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  the  wisdom  of  the  general  assembly 
maj'  direct.  It  would  also  seem  expedient  to  address  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  the  acquisition  of  the  land  at  a  fair  price.  The  land  is  not  in  market;  no  conjecture  can  be  formed 
when  it  will  be  offered  for  sale,  and  the  wants  of  the  city  are  immediate.  A  matter  so  important,  in  a 
general  point  of  view,  ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  uncertainty  of  individual  enterprise,  where  there  will 
be  neither  uuitj'  in  the  design  nor  concert  in  the  execution.  Most  southern  cities  are  precluded  by  their 
localities  from  the  prosecution  of  such  a  plan;  our  situation  is  more  fortunate,  and  a  .systematic  attention 
to  everything  which  may  promote  the  prosi)erity  of  our  commercial  city  will  be  found  to  contribute 
largely  to  the  general  interest. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  MURPHY. 


Represextatives'  Hall,  November  29,  1825. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  representatives  of  the  county  of  Mobile  liave  been  requested  by  a  number  of 
their  constituents  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  assembly  to  the  late  awful  and  distressing  visitation 
which  the  city  of  Mobile  lias  suffered  from  that  dreadful  scourge  of  our  southern  seaports,  the  yellow 
fever,  and  to  solicit  the  interposition  of  that  liody  in  behalf  of  the  application  of  the  citizens  of  that  place, 
through  the  corporate  authority,  for  the  jirivilegc  of  purchasing  of  the  United  States,  on  such  terms  as 
may  be  deemed  reasonable  and  proper  under  the  circumstances,  four  contiguous  sections  of  public  land 
on  Spring  Hill,  in  the  vicinity  of  said  city,  for  the  ]:iurpose  of  laying  off  and  building  up  a  summer  town, 
or  place  <if  refuge  from  disease  during  the  sickly  season,  or  on  the  approach  of  infectious,  malignant,  or 
pestilential  disorders. 

Believing  tliis  to  be  a  subject  justly  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  public  authorities,  from  the 
nnportant  and  intimate  connexion  which  subsists  between  the  great  agricultural  and  commercial  interests 
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of  the  State  \vhii:li  concentre  at  that  einpuriuni,  the  unJ(_T.sii;-neil  ha\-e  lelt  it  to  lie  their  duly  to  represent 
the  matter  to  your  excellency,  and  to  claim  for  it  such  notice  as  yuiir  exrellency  may  tliink  it  th.'servin"- 
in  a  special  communication  to  the  general  assembly. 
We  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  &c., 

W.  B.VItTON. 
T.  L.  IIALLETT. 
His  Excellency  John  MinrHv. 


Eesolved  l»j  the  senate  and  house  of  reprrsenlatives  eif  the  Sfale  <if  Alabama  in  general  assrnihli/  convened, 
That  our  senators  in  CongTcss  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  recpiested,  to  use  their  best  exertions 
to  obtain  for  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile  a  grant  of  the  privilege  of  purchasing  from  the  United 
States  four  contiguous  sections  of  public  land  on  Spring  Hill,  near  said  city,  or  the  (quantity  contained  in 
four  entire  sections,  as  a  place  of  retreat  for  health  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  citj'. 

And  be  if  further  resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Ihc 
foregoing  resolution,  together  witli  a  copy  of  the  executive  communication  and  the  accompanying  docu- 
ment on  the  same  subject,  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives,  to  be  laid  before  Congresfi. 

WILLIAM   KELLY, 
SjX'aL'er  cif  the  House  of  Itejireseiitatives. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS, 
I'residerd  nf  the  Senate. 
Approved  December  28,  1825. 

JOHN  MURPHY. 

JAMES  J.  THORNTON,  Secretanj  of  State. 


19th  Con-gress.]  Xo.    479.  [1st  Session. 


CLAIMS    TO    LAND    IN    THE    ST.    HELENA    DISTRICT,    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUXIC.WED    TO    THE    SEX,iTE    J.iXl'ARY  24,    1826. 

Treasury  Department,  January  21,  1826. 

Sre:  The  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  St.  Helena  having  made  a  report, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  26,  1824,  supplementary  to  the  report  submitted  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  witli  the  letter  from  this  department  of  December  28,  1825,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  rf  the  House  of  Representaiives. 


Land  Office,  St.  Helena,  December  8,  1825. 

Sir:  The  abstract  of  orders  of  survey  has  been  detained  on  account  of  forwarding  with  it  a  supple- 
ment to  our  report  of  claims,  forwarded  under  the  law  of  May  26,  1824.  The  reasons  that  have  induced 
us  to  forward  this  supplement  are,  that  the  claimants  have  regularly  filed  their  notices  of  claims  with  our 
predecessors  in  oiSce,  with  sufficient  proofs  to  establish  their  claims,  but  still  we  do  not  find  that  our 
predecessors  have  reported  on  the  said  claims  in  any  way;  and  we,  believing  that  the  government  would 
never  attempt  to  take  from  the  claimants  in  question  their  lands,  have  thought  it  better  to  attach  their 
claims  as  a  supplement  to  our  former  report  not  yet  acted  on,  than  that  the  claimants  should  torment 
Congress  with  separate  petitions. 

We  remain,  very  respectfulh',  your  obedient  servants, 

SAM'L  J.  RANNELLS,  negister. 
WILLIAM  KINCIIEN,  Receiver. 
Hon.  Geo.  Graham. 
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19th  Congress.]  N"o.   480.  [1?t  Se.^.^ion. 


I'RK-L.M  PTI  0  N    IMCllT    IN    Ml(lll(;.\\. 

coMMrNR',\Ti:i)  Tn  TiiE  iKusi;  111'  i;Eri;K.si:NT.\Tivi-.-<  .i.\Nr.M;v  L'i,   IsjCi. 

Mr.  Vinton,  iVoiu  tlic  Cuiiiiiiittee  on  I'lililio  Lainls.  tn  wIkhu  wa.s  rclrrrril  tin.'  priitinu  uf  Charles  Noble, 

rcpoiti'il: 

That  the  petitioner  ])rays  for  a  ilonation  or  pn'-ein)itiou  ri.i;lil  to  a  trail  of  hind  rniilaiiiin;,;-  unr  aric, 
situate  in  the  eounty  ol'  Monroe,  in  the  Territory  of  Mii-lii.^'an.  Tho  riirninslanrrs  nf  his  rasr  air  Ihrsc; 
the  traet  of  lanil  was  originally  reserved  for  a  military  stoekaile,  ami  a  small  storUailo  ercrtnl,  whioh  was 
(lestroyeil  hy  the  enemy  ilnrinp;  the  late  war,  at  the  elose  of  wliirh,  liein.u,'  vat'aut,  it  was  oiTiipinl  liy  soiiio 
cmi.u'rant.  who  huilt  upon  it  a  dwell ing'-houso  and  sonir  other  out  Imildin.n's;  tlirso  r.inic  into  tho  hands  nf 
Noble  by  pnreliase,  who  lias  made  valuable  and  substantial  inqirovi'inriits  upon  it.  it  ap|)rais,  from  a, 
letter  from  the  late  Secretary  of  War  laid  before  the  eoiumitti-'e,  that  this  ,s|i'it  of  iiioiind  is  no  lonn-or  <>[' 
any  use  for  military  jmrpo.ses,  and  that  he  hail  eertilied  that  faet  to  tin;  ('onuuissinncr  of  tho  (ionoral  Land 
Oliiee,  that  the  land  ini;j;ht  be  sold  as  other  publie  lands  aro. 

It  appears  from  the  eertiticate  of  the  rei;'ister  of  tlie  land  oliiee  at  Monroe,  whoic  this  Inl  of  n'miind 
lies,  that  it  is  worth,  exelusive  of  the  iin]irovemeiits,  the  sum  of  fnrty  dollars,  whirh,  fmni  statomrnts 
made  liefore  the  eoinmittee,  fonnded  uiion  personal  knowh'il^-o  and  I'lilitlrd  In  thr  liii;lirst  ri'spcrt,  is  thi' 
full  value  of  the  land. 

The  eoinmittee  therefore  report  a  bill  to  authorize  a  conveyance  of  this  lot  nf  land  to  the  potitioucr  on 
his  paying  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  forty  dollars. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    481.  [IstSession. 


L  A  N  1)    C  L  A  I  JI    IN    L  0  U  1  S  I  A  N  A  . 

COMMUXIC.VTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErRESEXT.\TIVES    J.\Nr,\RY    '24,    182(5. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 

and  documents  of  Elizabeth  Keary,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  in  the  year  1701  the  Sjianish  government  issued  a  ]iatent  to  Caleb  Weeks 
for  400  arpents  of  land,  through  which  the  line  between  tho  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  runs; 
that  on  February  13,  1798,  Weeks  conveyed  the  same  to  Richard  Graves,  who  presented  his  claim  to  the 
board  of  commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,  vvdiich  was  cimfirmed;  that  on  January  23,  1817,  Graves  con- 
veyed the  said  land  to  William  V.  Keary,  tlie  late  husband  of  the  petitioner,  he  being  now  dead;  that  she 
sent  the  patent  to  the  board  of  commissioners  sitting  at  St.  Helena  Courtdiouse  to  be  recorded;  that  one 
of  them,  Mr.  Cosby,  said  it  was  unnecessary,  as  another  board  had  acted  in  the  case;  that  she  rested 
content  until  of  late,  when  she  was  informed  she  could  not  obtain  an  order  cif  survey,  as  the  board  at  St. 
Helena  Court-house  had  not  allowed  conlirniation;  that  she  lives  on  the  land  and  has  made  valuable 
improvements;  that,  as  tlie  lime  for  entering  claims  has  expired,  she  fears  that  so  much  as  lies  witliin 
Louisiana  will  be  considered  as  public  land;"  wherefore  she  asks  that  she  and  her  children  may  be  con- 
firmed in  their  title  to  said  land. 

To  support  her  petition  she  exhibits  tho  translation  of  a  patent  from  Don  Estevan  Miro,  governor  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  to  Caleb  Weeks,  for  400  square  arpents  in  the  district  of  Natchez,  dated  ^lay  25, 
1791.  As  the  certificate  of  survey  is  dated  May  24,  1795,  it  is  presumed  there  is  an  error  as  to  the  date 
of  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  instruments.  On  February  13,  1798,  Caleb  Weeks,  who  it  seems  was  a 
minor,  with  the  consent  of  his  father,  Wni.  Weeks,  in  the  presence  of  an  alcalde,  endorsed  the  patent  to 
Richard  Graves.  This  patent,  by  No.  673,  was,  March  17,  1804,  recorded  in  the  land  office  west  of  Pearl 
river.  By  an  abstract  from  the  'General  Land  Office  it  appears  that  the  board  of  commissioners  west  of 
Pearl  river  confirmed  to  Richard  Graves  (Caleb  Weeks  being  tlie  original  grantee)  twenty-eight  acres  on 
the  waters  of  Bayou  Sarat,  under  a  Spanish  title  dated  May  25,  1791. 

On  November  19,  1825,  William  Dawson  made  oath,  before  a  notary  ]iulilic,  that  in  ls03  he  became 
a  resident  in  the  neighborhood  of  Richard  Graves,  who  at  that  time  occupied  the  J'hicc  on  which  Mrs. 
Keary  now  dwells,  as  he  had  done  several  years  previous  to  that  period;  that  William  V.  Keary  pur- 
chased out  R.  Graves  in  the  year  1810,  took  possession,  and  remained  therein  until  the  year  1818,  when 
he  died.  There  is  also  some' testimony  on  file  intended  to  show  that  Mrs.  Keary  sent  the  patent  by  her 
father  (who  is  now  dead)  to  Mr.  Cosby  to  be  recorded.  The  petitioner  produces  the  deed  from  Graves 
to  her  late  husband,  which  apperrs  to" be  duly  exi'cuted,  and  bears  date  January  25,  1817.  About  ninety- 
six  acres  of  this  tract  are  represented  by  the  deed  to  lie  in  the  county  of  A^'ilkinson,  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, then  a  Territory,  and  the  remaimler  in  the  parish  of  Feliciana,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

As  the  petitioner  appears  to  fie  entitled  to  relief,  a  bill  is  herewitli  reported. 
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19th  Congress.]  J^O-   482.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    LOUISIANA    FOR    LAND    IN    NEW    ORLEANS   FOR    THE    BANK    OP 

LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    24,     1826. 

Braolvrd  by  the  ncna/e  and  house  of  rejjresenlalives  cf  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  in  gerieral  assembly  con- 
vened, Tli;it  the  senators  iiiid  representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State  be  instructed  and  requested  to 
solicit  from  the  general  government  a  cession  of  a  lot  of  ground  situated  in  New  Orleans,  and  bounded 
by  Canal,  Thepitoulac,  Common,  and  Magazine  streets,  to  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  Louisiana,  for  the  purpose  of  building  thereon  a  banking-house  and  exchange,  and  on  condition 
of  their  furnishing  rooms  for  the  office  department  free  of  rent  on  said  lot. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  cause  a  plan  to  be  made  of  the  said  lot,  in  order  to  be 
annexed  to  these  resolutions. 

A.  B.  ROMAN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ISAAC  A.  SMITH, 

President  <^  the  Senate. 
Approved  February  18,  1825. 

H.  JOHNSON, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 


Washington,  February  9,  1826. 
Dear  Sir:  Not  having  before  me  the  plan  of  the  lot  mentioned  in  your  note  of  the  7th  instant,  I  dare 
not  speak,  with  certainty,  as  to  its  dimensions;  and  the  price  of  landed  property  in  the  city  fluctuates  so 
much  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  a  ]>roper  estimate.  Some  idea  of  the  value  of  the  whole  may  be  formed 
by  calculating  how  many  lots  of  40  feet  front  by  100  in  depth  could  lie  laid  out  in  the  square  of  which 
you  speak,  and  fixing  a  value  of  about  $3,000  for  each,  which,  I  suppose,  would  bo  the  minimum  price  in 
ordinary  times,  at  a  reasonable  credit.  An  offer  has  been  made  to  tlie  War  Department  by  a  gentleman 
who  purchased  the  old  barracks  belonging  formerly  to  the  United  States,  to  exchange  them  on  a  valuation 
for  this  s(piare;  to  this  ofl'er  I  believe  no  answer  has  yet  been  returned. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 


Hon.  Jno.  Scott. 


19th  Go.N'nREss.]  No.    483.  ■  [1st Session. 


PURCHASE  OF  LAND  ON  THROGG'S  POINT,  LONG  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK,  FOR  A  FORTIFICA- 
TION AND  LIGHT-HOUSE. 

communicated   to   the    house    or   representatives   JANUARY  26,   1826. 

Department  of  AVar,  January  24,  1826. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  January  23,  "l826,  directing 
"that  the  Secretary  of  War  inform  the  House  whether  any  arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  purchase 
of  Throgg's  Point,  on  Long  Island  sound;  and,  if  any  has  been  made,  what  sum  will  be  necessary  to  carry 
the  same  into  eflect,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  of  the  chief  engineer"  who  was 
intrusted  with  the  negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  Throgg's  Point,  under  the  direction  of  my  predecessor, 
for  the  information  required  by  the  above-mentioned  resolution. 

As  the  present  moment  is  probably  the  most  favorable  for  obtaining  the  lands  on  Throgg's  Point,  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  fulfilling  the  agreement  entered  into  for 
the  purchase  of  the  point,  and  also  for  the  purchase  of  the  right  of  way  from  the  point  to  the  public  road, 
as  stated  in  the  accompanying  documents  furnished  by  the  chief  engineer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 
Hon.  John  W.  Taylor,  Sjxaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Engineer  Department,  Washington ,  January  24,  1826. 


f  Ti  "'  •"  "j^';''^'"^"'^'"  t"  .>'""'■  directions  to  state  whether  any  arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  purchase 
ot  Ihrogg's^Pdint,  Long  Island  sound,  and,  if  any  has  been  made,  what  sum  will  be  required  to  carry  the 
same  into  eftect,  as  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yesterday,  I  have  the 
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honor  to  inform  you  that  a  conditional  ajj,TCCinent  was  entered  into  between  this  dejiartnient  and  Mr.  0.  II. 
Hammond  on  tlie  18th  of  February  last,  liy  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  fur  tlie  purchase  (.f 'riir(»'-""s 
Point,  containing-  abinit  fifty-two  acres,  f(ir  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Tlirnj;-};-'s  Puint  is  the'sUe 
of  a  fort  [irojected  by  the  [niard  of  engineers  for  the  dclcnrc  uf  the  city  ef  New  York,  'fhree  acres  of 
the  tifty-two  liave  been  selected  for  a  light-h(ius<>;  anil,  on  fiiidiu};-  a,  dilliciilty  in  prncuriiij;-  a  silc  fnr  the 
lig-ht-house,  the  collector  of  New  York  made  an  aii|ilication  to  the  legislature  uf  the  State,  un  be  hidf  ..f 
the  United  States,  tor  the  cession  uf  the  jurisdiction  of  the  three  at'res,  and  I'm-  the  a|iii(iiii(iiii'iii  uf 
appraisers  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  land  and  the  damage  which  wduld  be  suslaincil  in  eonseiiuciicr 
of  a  lig-ht-liiiuse  being-  placed  thereon.  The  cessinn  was  made  and  the  a|ipraisers  appointed,  \\\u',  under 
oath,  awarded  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  live  hundred  dollars;  which,  however,  the  g-o\'eniiiieiil  did  nol, 
think  projier  to  accept.  By  the  ag-reement  entered  into  with  Mr.  Hammond  the  whole  of  the  point,  includ- 
ing- the  site  for  the  light-house,  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  I'nited  States  for  tlie  sum  of  lifleeii  tlioiisand 
dollars,  on  the  condition  of  Congress  making  the  ajuiropriation,  viz:  fouiiei-n  thousand  dolhirs  to  be  p:iii| 
by  the  War  Department,  and  one  thousand  dollars  to  be  juiid  by  the  Treasury  hepartment.  A  dillleiillv 
arose  about  a  right  of  ^vay  leading  to  the  public  road;  but  .Mr.  llammoinl,  the'iiresent  inoprielor,  icnewc'd 
the  agreement,  with  the  addition  of  the  right  of  way,  under  certain  conditions,  whii'h  were  aerepled. 
Copies  of  the  agreement  and  of  the  acceptance  arc  submitted,  together  with  Coloml  'I'olten's  opinion  of 
tlie  property;  also  the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Comniilleeof 
Finance  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  but  as  there  was  not  time  to  act  upon  the  subject, 
the  chairman  returned  the  papers  to  the  War  Department.  The  pai)ers  referred  to  and  accom]>anyiiig 
this  report  are  nundiered  from  1  to  S.  In  addition  to  these  documents,  a  letter  has  been  rei'eived  from 
Uv.  C.  H.  Hammond,  dated  the  5th  of  last  month,  stating  his  willingness  to  abide  by  the  agreement 
referred  to  until  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  with  the  exi'eption  of  that  part  which  I'elates 
to  right  of  way;  upon  which  subject  he  recurs  to  the  original  proposition,  viz:  to  take  two  thousand  dollars 
for  the  right  of  way,  as  prescribed  in  the  agreement,  or  to  leave  the  amount  to  be  (laid  to  the  award  of 
arbitrators,  to  be  appointed  by  both  parties.  I  would  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  right  of  wav  at 
two  thousand  dollars,  as  otfered,  rather  than  submit  it  to  arbitration,  or  to  leave  it  to  future  ailjustni'eiit. 
A  copy  of  yiv.  Hammond's  letter  of  the  5th  December  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  \. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACO.Ml?,  Jfojnr  General,  Chief  En'jineer. 

J.^MEs  Bakbol'r,  Secretary  of  War. 


No.   1. 


New  York,  December  9,  1823. 


Sir:  Y^onr  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  value  of  Throgg's  Point,  is  at  hand.  I  am  not 
in  possession  of  anj-  maps  from  which  1  can  ascertain  the  quantity  of  land  which  ought  to  behing  to  the 
government  in  the  event  of  their  erecting  the  work  projected  for  Throgg's  Point,  but  my  impression  is  that 
a  tract  of  fiftj'  acres  would  have  its  western  boundary  far  enough  inland  for  all  pur]ioses.  You,  however, 
on  consulting  tlie  maps  in  the  Topograjihical  Bureau  will  be  alile  to  determine  this  matter  with  certainty. 

As  to  the  price  demanded  by  Mr.  Ilanniioiid,  I  have  to  observe  that,  though  it  is  greatly  beyond  the 
real  value  of  the  land,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  from  all  experience  in  such  transactions,  and  especially 
from  the  appraisement  made,  under  oath,  of  three  acres  of  this  point  for  a  light-house,  that  Mr.  Hammond 
is  right  in  saying  that  §15,000  "is  a  price  much  below  what  it  will  ever  be  had  for  by  appraisement,  or 
in  any  other  way,  after  it  has  passed  into  other  hands."  Owners  and  appraisers  always  seem  to  act  as 
well  on  the  principle  that  it  is  fair  to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  the  general  government,  or 
on  the  more  just  ground  that  the  damage  is  rather  in  bringing  a  body  of  soldiers,  often  undisciplined, 
into  the  neighborhood  of  the  farmer  than  in  reducing  his  farm.  If,  in  tlie  case  of  a  light-house  being 
required  on  the  ground,  which  could  only  open  the  wa_y  to  trilling  depredations  in  comparison,  such  heavy 
damages  were  assessed  by  a  jury,  we  may  infer  that  damages  at  least  not  less  heavy  would  be  given 
when  the  ground  was  wanted  for  a  militarj'  establishment.  It  is  probable  that,  in  treating  with  Mr. 
Hammond  as  to  the  exact  limits,  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  some  reduction  in  the  price,  but  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  tract  can  never  be  bought  by  the  government  at  so  reasonable  a  rate  as  under  the  cir- 
cumstances which  now  induce  Mr.  Hammond  to  ofl'er  it.  He  cannot,  indeed,  oldain  s(j  much  from  an 
individual  for  farming  purposes  as  he  demands;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  cannot  sell  the  rest  of  his  land 
advantageously  if  he  sell  this  to  the  government.  If  the  icliole  is  bought  Ijy  an  individual,  it  will  be  with 
the  determination  of  getting  as  much  as  possible  for  what  the  government  may  require.  If  the  com- 
mencement of  a  work  there  were  known  to  be  at  hand,  I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Hammond's  price  would 
readily  be  given  by  moneyed  men  here,  on  speculation 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &.c., 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEX,  Major  Enrjineers,  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

Brevet  Major  General  Alex.  Macomb, 

Colonel  commandinr/  United  States  Engineer.'?. 


No.  2. 

ExGixEER  Depart.mext,  ]Va.''hine/lon ,  Deecmlier  18,  1823. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  examined  your  report  of  the  9th  instant,  with  regard  to  the  piece  of 
Mr.  Hammond's  property  at  Throgg's  Point,  whereon  it  is  contemplated  to  erect  a  fort  and  light-house, 
estimated  to  be  worth  $15,000;  and  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  direct  you  to  enter  into  a 
conditional  purchase  of  the  said  property  for  the  sum  of  §15,000,  to  be  paid  for  by  an  appropriatiim  from 
Congress  this  session,  viz:  $14,000  by  the  War  Department,  and  $1,000  by  the  Treasury  Department;  the 
purchase  to  be  on  the  contingency  of  the  appropriation.     Y'ou  will  employ  a  suitable  person  to  examine 
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the  titles  and  papers,  and  to  draw  the  iiistruraeut  conveying-  the  land  to  the  United  States  in  due  form. 
You  will  attend  to  this  subject  as  early  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  jl/fl><r  General,  Chi'f  Engineer. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  G.  Totten', 

Corps  of  Engineers,  New  York-. 


No.  3. 

Engineer  DF.rARTJiENT,  Washington,  February  21,  1825. 

Sir:  A  hotter  was  (lied  in  this  office  by  Mr.  David  B.  Ogden,  of  New  York,  dated  November  18,  1823, 
from  A.  Ilannnond,  es(i.,  of  New  York,  stating-  that  the  governmeut  of  the  United  States  wanted  a  part  of 
his  land  (Throg-g's  I'oint)  to  erect  a  liglit-honse  thereon;  and  that  on  his  refusing  to  sell  it  an  application 
was  made  by  the  collector  of  Now  York,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  the  legislature  of  the  State  for 
the  cession  "of  the  jurisdiction  of  three  acres  of  the  point,  and  for  the  appointment  of  appraisers  to  ascer- 
tain, on  oath,  the  -i-alue  of  the  land,  and  tlie  damage  which  he  would  sustain  in  consequence  of  a  light- 
house being  jilaccd  thereon;  that  the  cession  was  made,  and  appraisers  appointed,  who  awarded  $10,500; 
and  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  not  thought  proper  to  accept  a  conveyance  of  the  land 
u])on  the  ternjs  of  the  ajipraisemcnt.  The  three  acres  of  land  in  question  are  part  of  the  position  which 
the  government  will  require  for  the  site  of  a  fort  projected  by  the  board  of  engineers  for  the  defence  of  the 
city  of  New  York;  and  as  Mr.  Hammond  was  desirous  of  selling  his  property  at  the  point,  Mr.  D.  B. 
Ogden  was  authorized  by  him  to  ofl'er  the  whole  point,  consisting  of  fifty-two  acres  and  upwards,  for  the 
sum  of  $15,000.  Colonel  Totten,  of  the  engineers,  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  land  offered 
bj'  Mr.  Hammond,  and  to  report  his  opinion  to  this  department,  in  order  that  the  same  might  be  laid  before 
you,  and,  if  approved,  the  necessary  appropriation  asked  for  the  purchase  of  the  site.  The  report  of 
Colonel  Totten  was  examined  by  you,  and  I  was  directed  to  instruct  Colonel  Totten  to  make  a  conditional 
purchase  of  the  said  property  for  the  sum  of  $15,000,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  an  appropriation  to  be  made  by 
Congress,  viz:  $14,000  to  be  paid  by  the  AVar  Department,  and  $1,000  by  the  Treasury  Department;  the 
jiurchase  to  be  made  npon  the  contingency  of  an  appropriation,  as  will  appear  from  my  letter  to  him, 
dated  December  18,  1823,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith ;^lso  a  copy  of  Colonel  Totten's  report, 
dated  December  9,  1823,  before  alluded  to.  A  difficulty,  however,  arose  about  a  right  of  way  leading  to 
the  public  road;  but  Mr.  Charles  II.  Hammond,  the  present  proprietor,  has  since  renewed  the  agreement, 
with  the  addition  of  a  right  of  way,  under  certain  conditions,  which  have  been  accepted.  Copies  of  the 
agreement  and  the  acceptance  thereof  are  submitted,  together  with  Colonel  Totten's  opinion  of  the  value 
of  the  property.  I  am  ac(juainteil  with  the  ]iosition  and  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  terms  are  reason- 
able, and  more  so  than  could  be  obtaint'd  in  any  way  hereafter;  and  considering-  the  diflicnlty,  expense, 
and  delay  of  acquiring-  land  under  apiiraisements,  I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $14,000  be  asked, 
in  order  that  the  site  may  be  jn-ocured  before  the  commeucemeut  of  the  contemplated  fortilications,  $1,000 
being-  now  in  the  treasury  applicable  to  this  purpose. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  ilACOMB,  Major  General,  Chief  Engineer. 


No.  4. 

The  owners  of  Tln-ogg's  Point,  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  will  accept 
the  offer  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  point  for  the  use  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  sum  of  $15,000,  provided  the  money  be  paid  and  the  purchase  completed  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  April  next.  Should  the  money  not  be  paid  by  that  time,  this  agreement  is  not  to 
be  considered  as  binding  on  the  owners  of  said  point. 

The  owner's  will  also  agree  to  sell  to  the  United  States  ground  for  a  road  to  the  said  point  for  the 
further  sum  of  $2,000,  the  said  road  to  be  laid  over  tliat  part  of  the  property  of  the  present  owners  of  the 
said  point  which  is  nnder  the  bank  on  the  west  side  of  the  farm  lately  belonging  to  Abijah  Hammond, 
esq.,  beginning  at  the  most  westerly  d(.ick  on  said  farm,  and  running  thence,  above  high-water  mark, 
along  the  margin  of  the  sound  to  the  point,  the  land  to  be  conveyed  for  said  road  whenever  the  govern- 
ment may  please  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  $2,000;  it  being  always  understood  that  the  owners  of  said  land 
lately  belonging  to  Abijah  Hammond,  esq.,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  using  said  road.  Dated  February 
18,  1825. 

C.  H.  HAMMOND. 

If  the  government  is  not  satisfied  with  the  amount  named  in  the  above  agreement  for  the  purchase, 
&c.,  of  the  land  for  a  road  to  Throgg's  I'oint,  the  owners  of  the  point  are  willing  to  leave  that  question 
subject  to  arbitration,  whenever  the  United  States  may  require  the  road. 

C.  H.  HAMMOND. 


No.  5. 

Washington,  February  18,  1825. 
Sir:  I  agree  to  the  alteration  made  in  my  proposition,  viz:  to  limit  the  award  of  arbitrators  as  to 
the  right  of  way.     I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  however,  that  if  Congress  should  not  make  the  necessary 
appropriation  this  session  I  do  not  consider  any  part  of  the  arrangement  as  binding  on  my  part. 
Very  respectfully-,  yoin-  obedient  servant, 

C.   E.  HAMMOND. 
Major  General  Macomb. 


182G.]  rURCIIASK    OF    TIIIIOCC'S    ]'()]\T.  IT!) 

X...  (',. 

W'AsmxdTdx,  FiUruanj  IS^  ls:;."i. 

Sik:  111  relation  to  the  sulijccl  just  rd'cnx'tl  lo  inc.  uaiuely,  (lie  coiitcijiiilalcd  |iiiirliiisr  (.!'  'I'lirnuu's 
Neck,  I  liavo  only  to  remark  tliat  I  have  hitherto  considered  that  the  sum  (jf  §ir),(lOO,  demanded  \>\  Mr. 
Hammond  for  the  tract  oF  about  fifty-two  acres,  is  not  um-easonulilr;  and  1  am  slil!  of  the  same  iipiniim. 
As  to  the  further  sum  of  §2,000  for  a  road-way  alon^i;-  tlie  watci's  cdL;-!',  IVnm  thr  said  trai-i  lo  (he  jiuldic 
road  at  the  feny,  I  am  not  competent  to  express  any  opinion;  foi-,  in  sueh  easis,  the  proprr  aiuouid 
depends  ratiier  on  the  ineon\cniences  and  damagx-s  arising'  to  one  pait,  tlian  llic  \alue  ol'  llir  aee^iinnioda- 
tiou  to  the  other.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  [iresent  proprietors  are  not  willing  to  sell  (he  tract  of 
fiftj'-two  acres  for  the  price  stated,  unless  they  arc  allowed  to  make  a  bargain  at  the  same  time  fur  {\n: 
right  of  way;  or,  in  other  words,  they  will  not  sell  at  all,  if,  by  doing  so,  they  are  to  leave  any  point  to  bo 
mooted  as  to  a  lajal  right  of  way. 

The  proposition  is  now  simply  this:  to  sell  the  tract  and  also  a  road-way  for  iJITiOOO;  §2,000  of  this 
sum  to  be  paid  whenever  the  I'uitcd  States  think  ]>roper  to  improve  the  privilege  as  to  tlu^  rigid,  of  way. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  Mr.'  Hammond  has  sug.g'ested  this  alternative,  viz:  to  sell  for  -§l"i,000, 
leaving-  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  road-way  to  be  determined  by  arl)itration  whenever  the  United  States 
may  require  the  road. 

I  have  the  hon("ir  to  be,  verv  respectfuUv,  iJtc, 

JUS."  G.  TOTTEN,  Major  of  Enr/ineers,  Brcrd  Lieut.  Col. 

Brevet  Major  General  Alex.  Macomb,  C'ulonel  commanding  United  Stales  Engineers. 


No. 


ExGixEER  Dei'art.mext,  Washington,  Fehrnary  IS,  1S25. 

Sir:  I  have  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  your  proposition  to  sell  Tlirogg's  Point,  in  th(>  county 
of  Westchester,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  United  States  for  the  sum  of  §15,000,  as  stated  iu 
your  agreement  of  this  date,  with  tlie  right  of  'way  as  proposed  therein;  and  I  am  instructed  to  say  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  accepts  the  offer,  provided  that  the  award  of  the  arbitrator.s  as  to  the  right  of  waj-, 
should  the  government  require  it,  should  not  exceed  §2,000.  It  is  understood  that  this  arrangement  can- 
not be  binding'  without  the  assent  of  Congress,  or  the  money  paid  until  an  appropriation  be  made. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  M.VCOMB,  2Iajor  General,  Chief  Engineer. 
C.  II.  Hammond,  Esq.,  Waslanglon  City. 


No.  8. 

War  Departmext,  February  21,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lienor  to  lay  before  you  the  accijmpanying  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  stating  the 
advantages  of  procuring  at  this  time  the  site  selected  by  the  board  of  engineers  for  a  fort  to  lie  built  on 
Throgg's  Point,  on  the  East  river,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
recommending-  the  purchase  of  the  same,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  his  report  and  the 
papers  connected  with  it.  The  proprietors  of  the  site  are  willing  to  sell  to  the  government  the  quantity 
of  land  requisite  for  a  site  of  a  fort  and  light-liouse  on  terms  which  are  thought  reasonable.  I  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  the  propriety  of  their  recommending-  at  this  time  the  appropriation  of 
a  sum  necessary  to  enable  the  government  to  avail  itself  of  the  otfer  of  the  proprietors,  viz:  §14,000  for 
this  department,  the  sum  of  §1,000  applicalile  to  this  purpose  being  now  at  the  disposal  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
Hon.  Samuel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  Senate,  U.  S. 


J.  C.  CALHOUN. 


A. 

New  York,  iJeccmber  5,  1825. 

Sir:  As  the  agreement  made  on  the  18th  February  last  between  the  Department  of  War  and  myself, 
on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  Throgg's  Point,  for  the  sale  thereof,  was  not  to  be  binding-  upon  us  after  the 
1st  April  ensuing,  we  beg  to  inform  the  department  that  we  are  willing  to  abide  by  that  agreeinent  until 
the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  with  the  exception,  however,  of  that  part  of  it  which  relates 
to  compensation  for  the  right  of  way.  Upon  this  subject  we  have  decided  to  recur  to  our  original  proiiosi- 
tion,  viz:  we  will  either  take  §2,000  for  the  right  of  the  way,  as  prescribed  in  the  agreement,  or  we  will 
leave  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  award  of  arbitrators  to  be  appointed  by  both  parties. 

We  would  remind  the  department  that  two  acres  (or  three)  of  this  point  are  already  in  possession  of 
the  United  States,  for  which  we  have  never  yet  received  810,000  awarded  by  the  appraisers  appointed  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  the  application  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  You  are  aware  that  the  proposal  to  sell  the  whole  point  (say  fifty-two  acres,  more  or  less)  for 
$15,000  '^\-ould  include  the  §10,000  for  the  two  or  three  acres  already  ceded. 
Verv  respectfully,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  HAMMOND. 

Major  General  Macomb,  CIdef  Engineer. 
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19th  Coxgress.]  No.   484.  [1st  Session. 

PROPOSITION    TO    WORK    THE    COPPER    MINES    ON    LAKE    SUPERIOR. 

COMMrXIC.iTED  TO  THE  SEN.WE  JAN'UARY  21,   1826. 

To  the  hunoraUc  llic  Scnale  and  JIuiise  of  Jlcjjresentatices  in  Conyrens  assembled : 

The  iK.'titioii  ol'  tlic  undersig'nod  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  respectfully 
represents:  Tb;it  yotir  njemorialists  are  desirous  of  undertakinp;-  to  work  the  ci;ii)]icr  mines  which  are  said 
to  exist  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  tiie  United  States.  Your 
memorialists,  or  a  part  df  them,  made  application  to  the  late  President  Monroe,  in  April,  1822,  for  a  privi- 
lege of  the  kind  now  asked  for;  and  which,  as  they  have  understood,  laid  the  foundation  of  an  Executive 
message  to  the  Senate  on  that  subject  in  the  month  of  December  in  the  same  j'ear.  From  that  period  to 
tlio  present  no  measures  of  a  public  nature  have  l)een  taken  respecting  it;  liut,  inasmuch  as  our  country  is 
dependent  for  copper  on  foreign  sup[)]y,  both  for  public  and  private  use,  it  is  believed  to  be  a  matter 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  Congress.  Of  native  ore,  there  is  probably  a  sufficient  quantity  for  our  own 
wants  witiiin  our  own  limits.  Capital  and  enterprise  are  requisite  to  develop  the  mineral  riches  of  our 
country;  and  altiiough  such  undertakings  are  almost  proverbially  ruinous  to  the  projectors,  yet  your 
memorialists  have  associated  with  tlieni  persons  of  capital  and  practical  skill  who,  with  adequate  encourage- 
ment, are  willing  to  encounter  the  hazards  it  may  involve.  Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  facts  and 
considerations  at  the  present  time,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  express  the  prayer  of  their  petition; 
which  is,  that  in  consideration  of  the  great  expenses  and  hazards  of  the  experiment  on  their  part,  and  of 
its  injportant  bearing  as  a  leading  effort,  that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
LTuited  States  to  grant  and  confirm  to  them  the  riglit  of  ore  on  forty  thousand  acres  of  land  to  be  selected 
and  located  on  or  near  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  on  the  river  Ontonagon,  within  ten  years  from 
the  passage  of  the  said  act,  for  such  rent  reserved,  either  in  money,  or  in  copper  sheets  suitable  for  the 
use  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  deemed  just  and  reasonable,  and  subject  to  the  condition 
that,  if  the  petitioners,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  not,  within  that  time,  have  expended  the  sum  $20,000 
in  exploring  or  working  mines  and  minerals  thereon,  then  the  said  grant  shall  be  void;  and  that  the 
memorialists  be  empowered  to  make  fresh  contracts  with  the  Indians  claiming  the  territory  thereof  as 
may  be  requisite  to  secure  the  declared  objects  of  their  undertaking.  And,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  will 
ever  pray. 

GEO.  W.  CARTWPJGHT, 
W.  A.  THOMSON, 
L.  H.  CLARKE, 
LEWIS  M.  WISS, 
CHAS.  KINSEY, 
In  behalf  of  themselues  and  their  associates. 
New  York,  December  22,  1825. 
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BOUNTY    LANDS    UNFIT   FOR   CULTIVATION    EXCHANGED. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  27,    1826. 

Mr.  ScoTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  Robert  Brigham, 
Kelly  Ilalsey,  Richard  Yielding,  Francis  Dunross,  John  Watson,  John  Hill,  Benana  Stafford,  and 
George  Frederick,  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  and  the  resolution  of  the  19th  December  on  the  same 
subject,  reported: 

That  each  of  the  petitioners  were  enlisted  soldiers  during  the  late  war,  who,  severally,  "faithfully 
performed  his  duty  while  in  service,"  and  obtained  an  honorable  discharge;  that  to  each  of  them  lands 
have  been  patented  as  bounty  lands  in  the  military  tract  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  The  petitioners 
state,  and  furnish  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  they  are  poor,  and  have  removed  from  a  great  distance  to 
settle  on  and  cultivate  the  lands  thus  by  them  drawn;  that  they  are  aged,  infirm,  and  men  of  families,  but 
that,  on  arriving  in  the  Territory  to  take  possession  of  and  settle  on  their  lands,  they  find,  as  they  prove, 
that  the  same  is  totally  "unfit for  cultivation,"  and  that  they  could  not  subsist  were  they  to  settle  thereon. 
Tlie  petitioners  now  ask  of  Congress  to  allow  them  to  surrender  the  lands  thus  patented  to  them,  and  that 
they  be  allowed  to  locate  and  enter  another  quarter  or  half  section  "fit  for  cultivation"  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  committee  Lave  examined  the  several  acts  of  Congress  passed  to  encourage  enlistments  during 
the  late  war,  and  find  that  every  inducement  was  held  out  to  engage  men  to  enlist  under  the  banners  of 
their  country;  double,  nay,  triple  bounty,  three  months'  extra  pay,  double  bounty  of  lands,  protection  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  soldier,  and  an  exemption  of  the  lands  by  them  drawn  from  all  liability  for 
debts  or  contracts  entered  into  before  the  date  of  the  patent,  were  among  the  inducements  held  out  to 
those  who  should  join  the  army.  The  soldier  was  incapacitated  by  law  from  disposing  of  the  land  himself 
anterior  to  the  date  of  the  patent.  All  the  provisions  of  the  several  laws  go  clearly  to  show  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  secure  to  the  soldier,  or  to  his  wife  and  children,  if  he  should  die  or  fall  in 
battle,  a  home;  and  this  opinion  is  greatly  strengthened  by  looking  at  the  act  of  May  6,  1821,  setting 
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apart  lands  to  satisfy  the  bounties  promised  \>y  former  and  snlisequent  laws.  In  this  law  it  is  expressly 
]irovided,  in  so  nianj'  words,  that  the  lands  whieh  tlie  S(ildiers  are  to  re<-eive  shall  "he  /it  /!//•  <-}illii-a/i<)u'y 
This  was  <.>ne  of  the  indueements  to  enlist,  and  I'urnis  a  part  nf  the  euntrac(  between  the  suldicr  ami  tiie 
government.  If,  then,  tlie  o-overnment  has  been  (h^eeived  by  tln'  snr\'eyurs  wiio  sni'veyed  the  hunl  and 
stated  it  tit  for  cultivation  wlien  in  faet  it  was  not  so;  and  if  the  suldicr,  in  turn,  has  biM'n  d<'cii\i(|  in 
receiving'  a  patent  for  land  "  unfit  fur  citllivaliifn,"  wlien  it  siiunld  iiave  lieen  "jii  j'nr  ciiltiraltdii,"  the  idm- 
mittee  tliink  it  butjnst  and  I'air  on  the;  part  of  the  government  (o  tak<'  in  the  land  sf>  by  the  sdMii-r  in  Ihc 
lottery  drawn,  and  g'ive  him  nr  liis  heirs  other  lands  in  lien  thereof.  Tlie  committer  ai'c  aw  are  that  a.  great 
portion  of  those  lands  ha\e  been  snhl  and  are  now  in  tl]<'  hands  of  third  persons  who  pnrcliasc(l  the  same- 
on  a  speculation.  To  this  idass  the  committee  do  not  think  any  rclit'f  ought  to  be  gi-anfed,  nor  do  they 
intend  to  embrace  them  in  any  provisions  they  now  recommend  to  the  House.  Those  who  havi-  purchased 
procured  them  for  but  little,  and  not  with  an  eye  to  settle  and  actually  cultivate;  but  to  th(.'  soldier,  or 
his  heirs,  who  have  retained  their  lam!  to  make  it  a  home  for  themselves  and  families  in  the  evening- of 
life,  the  committee  think  it  projier  to  grant  relief.  .The  conimittei'  have  thought  it  li(>st  to  report  a  geuei-al 
hill  embracing  all  that  class  of  cases  similarly  situated  with  the  ])etitionors.  The  case  of  Moses  i'lumnur 
fixed  the  princiiile.     The  connnittee  think  it  right,  and  therefore  report  a  bill. 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  486. 


[1st  Session, 


K  E  L  I  N  Q  U  I  S  II  E  D    L  A  X  D  S  . 

COMMUXICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEl'KESEXT.iTIVES  JANIAEY  27,    1820. 

Tre.vsvuy  DEr,u'xTMEXT,  January  20,  182G. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  instant,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  the  House  "with  a  detailed  report  of  the  average  price  at  which  the 
lands  were  originally'  sold  wdiich  have  been  relinquished  to  the  government  in  pursuance  of  the  several 
acts  '  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,'  and,  if  any  such  may  have  been  resold,  the  medium  price 
at  which  they  were  resold  in  each  land  office  district,  respectively,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  January  25,  1820,  and  the  statement 
therein  referred  to,  which  contain  the  information  required  by  the  resolution. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  the  Spe.vkek  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Gexer.vl  L.iND  Office,  Januanj  25,  1826. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  January  24:,  1820,  in  the 
following  words:  "Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  furnish  this  House  with  a 
detailed  report  of  the  average  price  at  which  the  lands  were  originally  sold  which  have  been  relinquished 
to  the  government  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands, 
and,  if  any  such  may  have  been  resold,  the  medium  price  at  which  they  were  resold  in  each  land  office 
district,  respectively,"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  _you  the  statement  marked  A,  showing  the  quantity 
of  land  relinquished  to  the  government  in  each  land  district,  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  the  average  price  at  which  such  lauds  were  originally  sold. 

Of  these  lands,  those  relinquished  under  the  act  of  1821  have  been  oflered  at  public  sale,  with  the 
exception  of  tliose  relinquished  at  the  land  office  at  Huntsville,  and  there  appear  to  be  but  few  instances 
where  the  lands  thus  oflered  have  sold  for  more  than  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-live 
cents  per  acre. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon  RicH.iRD  Rush. 


A. 

Statement  of  lands  relinquished  to  the  United  Slates  under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1821,  1822,  1823,  and  1824, 
exhibit' iKj  the  u  umber  cf  acres,  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  and  the  average  price  per  acre  in  each  district. 


Li    d  office. 

Under 
act  of— 

Land  relinquished  under  net  ol" 
1821. 

- 
Land  rehnquisheil  under  acts  of 
1820, 18a:i,  and  1824. 

Total. 

o 
o 

Quantity. 

Purchase  money 

Ciuantuv. 

Purchase  inoney. 

Quantity. 

Purchase  money. 

> 
< 

1S31 
lb22 
1823 
1824 

Jicres. 
11   199  Q4' 

fi.T.    "^yn  .Tl 

^cres, 

ticres. 



382.96;- 
239.00 
785.121 

§1,085  93 

638  00 

1,890  25 



1 

12.606.33J 

$28,997  39 

S-2  20i 

-61  c 
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\.—Slali'meiU  of  hniil^  minquished  to  the  United  Slalft!,  rf-c.— Continued. 


Under 
let  of— 

Land  relinquished  under  aet  of 
1831. 

Land  relinquished  under  acts  of 
1822,  18-33,  and  1824. 

Total. 

c 
o 

Us 

auanlity.        1 

urchase  money. 

Quantity.        Purchase  money. 

Quantity.         I 

urchase  money. 

as 

> 

1 

1831 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1834 

1831 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1821 

1823 

1823 

1824 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1831 

16-23 

1833 

1834 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1831 

1823 

1823 

1834 

1831 

1833 

1823 

1824 

1821 

1822 

1833 

1824 

1831 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1831 

1822 

1823 

1834 

1831 

1823 

1833 

1834 

1831 

J  833 

1833 

1824 

1821 

1833 

1823 

1834 

Jlcres. 
33,.55,-).00 

,$71,4,53  43 



^Icres. 

^cre^. 

ZiUlfSVlllL' 

2,210.42 
239.57 

7,618.78 

34,4-20  84 

479  14 

15,237  58 

1 i 



43,633,77 

$91,590  99 

$2  09} 

29,559.74 

67, 188  43 

1,267.08 

.■186.70 

4.300.79 

2,694  16 
1,088  00 
9,867  13 

3,3,514,31 

80,837  73 

o  074 

46,030  10 

99,359  33 

•242.02 

80,00 

11,331,291 

483  04 

160  00 

24.421  99 

.37,673,411  !         1-34. 3-34  36.1 

2  15i 

Cinciniian 

102,476.081 

236,143  89 

2,782  621 

269. 17 

56, 269. 85 J 

5,880  '23 

538  34 

1-2-3,410  41 

j 

161,797.731 

354,971  89 

2  19J 

48,101.201 

183.819  231 

3,100.26 

6,837.521 

::::.:::::. :::':::::::::::;:::::i 

6,940.37 

33,595  97 

58,141.891 

223,242  731 

3  e3j 

112,514.381 

227,349  73 

4,454.7-3J 

480.00 

87,657.53 

8,909  45 

960  00 

176,846  90 

-205,106.64 

414,066  13 

2  01 ! 

318,240.87 

445,456  09 

7,7-37.85 

1,3-36,00 

114,402.90 

19,900  74 

2,453  00 

233,539  53 

341,603,61 

701,349  35 

2  051 

134,467.99 

248,935  94 

3,073.40 

1,707,03 

55,673  95 

6,146  80 

3,414  06 

111,347  90 

184,9-23.37 

369,844  70 

2  00 

119,123.71 

238,741  02 

935.23 

1,1-30.00 

93,744.28 

1,870  46 

2,240  00 

188,185.76 

214, 923, -33 

431,037  24 

2  00; 

132,046.86 

366,770  53 

11,462,59 

960.00 

58,047.49 

23,925  18 

1,9-30  00 

117,373  63 

202,516.94 

408,989  33 

2  02i 

Detroit 

20,341.72 

63, 309  58 

1,942.19 

4,031  49 

22,383.91 

67,331  07 

3  021 

133,702.84 

376,567  61 

14.319.281 

1,280.00 

84,813.941 

33,170  03 

2,584,00 

205,643  89 

254,116.07 

617,965  52 

2  03-* 

Fr.iiikliii 

336,571.351 

1,073,838  10 

3,986.33 
j                571.28 
1          75,155.98 

11,299  17 

1,142  56 

208,723  33 

416,284.941 

1,294,993  16 

3  11  K 

OpClOU3.1S 

1 

1 

664.13 

1,3-28  24 

664,13 

1,3-38  24 

2  00 

W.isliinRtnn 

74,819.62 

149,639  24 

636.73 

1,273  46 

26,338,77 

52,677  54 

101,795.12 

203,590  24 

Ht.  Stt-pliL-ii's 

1.86,414.711 

500,800  61} 

3,506.474 

918.70 

1         150,395  18i 

9,089  52 

2,2-29  381 

369,422  86 

341,145,07J 

871,542  381 

Cahabn 

308,790.05 

1,367,038  131 

4,806,43} 

399,04 

237,2-33.88 

16,969  831 

806  06 

1,009,798  09 

551,218.40} 

2,395,-202  12 

4  34J 

Huntsville 

416,3.56.21 

3,147,233  151 

2,6-33.91 

160.00 

67,533.65 

34,313  45 

3-20  00 

444,531  79 

487,673.77 

3,6-26,397  39i 

7  43} 

2,474,317  76 

8,778,505  26} 

1,219,303.89} 

3,529,096  69} 

3,693,621.651 

12,307,601  96} 

3  33 

1820]  KEDUCTIOX    OF   PIIICE    OF    LANDS,    ETC.  483 


19rii  Ckvuress.]  No.    487.  [1st  Session. 

P  R  0  V  1  S  I  0  N    F  O  n    A    S  U  R  V  E  Y  0  R    (J  E  \  E  li  A  L    !■  O  R    M  I  f  TI I  ( ;  A  \  . 

CtlMMrXll'ATFI)    TO    TIIK    miV^V.    dF    RlCrUK.SENTATIVKS    .lAMAKV    ',){),     IS^Ci. 

Mr.  ^VIlI^^l.K,  IVuin  tlio  Coinniittee  (in  Fulilic  Lands,  to  wlmin  was,  l.y  icsolniiun  (,f  Dpcoinlicr  14,  ls-2.') 
ri't'crrod  so  much  of  tlic  inoniorial  of  tlie  legislative  i-ounoil  of  the  Terrilmy  of  Micliigau  as  ichiii^.s 
to  the  cstablishnjent  of  a  surveyor  general's  ofiiee  in  said  Territory,  re|iorle(l: 

That  as  early  as  the  yt'ar  171U)  provision  was  njade  hy  law  for  the  aiijiointment  of  a  surveyor  ,^vnei:d, 
whose  diitj-  it  was  made  to  enga.ge  a  snflieient  number  of  skilful  surveyors  as  his  deputies,  whom  he  was 
to  cause,  without  delay,  to  survey  and  mark  the  unascertained  <iutlines  of  the  lands  lyin,i;-  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  and  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kentucky. 

The  surveyor  general  had,  by  law,  authority  to  frame  regulations  and  instructions  for  the  governnicnl 
of  his  deputies,  and  to  remove  them  fi.ir  any  ne.gligenee  nv  misconduct  in  office. 

By  the  act  of  March  26,  1804,  the  jiowers  vested  in  the  surveyor  general  were  e.xtendt'd  over  all  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  north  of  the  river  Ohio  and  east  of  the  river  Mississi])pi;  and  it  was  by  said 
act  made  his  duty  t(.i  cause  the  said  lands  to  be  surveyed,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  other  acts  in 
relation  to  said  lands  as  he  was  empowered  to  do  ami  perform  in  relatioTi  to  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
situate  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  and  above  the  month  of  Kentucky  river.  On  April  29,  1810, 
an  act  was  passed  to  provide  for  the  aiipointmeiit  of  a  surveyor  .general  in'the  Territories  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  which  reduced  the  ipiantity  of  tlie  i)ublic  lands  placed  by  former  acts  UTider  tlie  jurisdiction  of 
the  surveyor  general  of  the  lands  of  the  I'nited  States  northwt'st  of  llir  river  Ohio  and  east  of  tlie  river 
Mississippi.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts  relating  to  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,  lar,ge  quantities  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  have  been  surveyed  and  brought 
into  market;  nor  arc  the  committee  aware  that  all  reasonable  demands  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 
public  domain  in  the  Michigan  Territory  have  not  been  fully  and  seasonably  met  to  the  "full  extent  of  the 
wants  of  the  people.  By  inspection  of  the  plats  of  surveys  in  that  Territory,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  lands  in  Michigan  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  is  surveyed.  The 
committee  arc  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  accommodation  which  might  be  aflbrded  to  individuafs  residing 
within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  would  not  justify  the  expense  of  such  an  oflice  as  is  prayed  for  by  tlie 
legislative  council,  and  therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Itesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  in  this  respect  to  be  granted. 


19TII  CoN-GREss.]  No.   488.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION    OF    INDIANA   FOR    RELIEF    OF    PURCHASERS    AND    REDUCTION    OF   THE 

PRICE    OF    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

COMMLXIC.VTED    TO    THE    SE.V.VTE    JAXCARY    31,     182(3. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  of  the  general  asstmlily  of  the  St.ate  of  IncUaRa  relative  to  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  in  behalf  of  her  inhabitants,  with  grateful  feelings 
acknowledge  the  relief  and  indulgence  which  her  citizens  have  already  received  from  the  several  very 
liberal  acts  which  have  been  passed  by  the  general  government  in  aid  of  purchasers  of  jiublic  lands 
within  her  jurisdiction;  and,  with  a  full  reliance  upon  the  justice  and  forbearance  of  the  L^nited  States, 
with  all  due  deference  beg  leave  to  represent  that  many  of  her  people  have  jojduUy  embraced  the  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  advanta,g'e  of  an  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  purcha.sers  of  public  lands  prior  to  July 
1,  1820,  approved  March  2,  1821,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory  thereto;  but  from  the  scarcity  of  those 
funds  that  are  receivable  in  the  land  offices  in  the  western  country,  and  the  general  want  of  a  circulating 
medium,  and  the  consequent  depression  in  all  kinds  of  business,  and  the  absence  of  a  market  for  the 
produce  of  the  western  farmer,  it  is  becoming  manifest  that  very  many  of  those  who  availed  themselves 
of  the  advantage  of  the  said  acts  in  extending'  the  time  of  payment,  and  who  belong  to  cither  the  first  or 
second  class,  will  unavoidably  fail  to  meet  their  instalments  as  thej'  become  due  under  the  provisions  of 
the  existin.g  statutes,  and  bein.g  aware  that  tlio  last  instalment  on  the  second  class  becomes  payable 
December  31,  1826:     Therefore — 

Besolved  by  the  grneral  assemblij  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  piassage  of  a  law  which  will 
extend  the  times  of  payment  of  the  diilerent  instalments  as  they  become  due  to  those  who  may  have  filed 
their  acceptance  under  the  existing  laws,  in  as  ample  a  manner  and  for  as  great  a  period  as  the  liberality 
of  Congress  will  allow,  and  to  prevent  all  debtors  to  the  Ignited  States  who  hold  certificates  for  lands 
purchased,  which  have  been  forfeited  and  remain  unsold  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  sections  of  the  above-mentioned  act  of  March  2,  1821. 

Besolivd,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  be  instructed  to  make  use  of  their  best  exertions  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  pulilic  lands  lieretofore  offered  for  sale 
in  the  old  land  districts,  agreealily  to  a  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  Indiana  adopted  at  their 
January  session  in  1824. — (See  No.  -436.) 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  forthwith. 

ROBT.  M.  EVANS,  Spealer  of  the  Hoin^e  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  H.  THOMSON,  Frcsidenl  of  the  Senate. 

Apiiroved  Januarv  13,  18"^6. 

J.  BROWN  RAY. 
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19th  CnxGUEss.]  No.  489.  [1st Session. 

A  PPL  10  ATI  ON    TO    LOCATE    LAND    IN    LIEU    OP    SPANISH    GRANT. 

COMMU.N'ICATED    TO    THE    SEXATE    JANUAKY    C,    1820. 

To  ihe  honorahir  tlir  Si')ialr  ami  Ilonsr  if  Bii>resi'nfatircs  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  iiK'mori;il  of  Joliii  jSIatliews,  of  the  parisli  of  Rapides,  in  tlio  State  of  Louisiana,  humbly  slioweth: 
That  Podro  Lauiern,  aliout  tiie  year  1791,  obtained  from  Estevaii  Miro,  then  governor  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana,  an  order  of  survey  for  three  thousand  two  hundred  arpents  of  land,  having  a  front  of  forty 
arpent.s  on  each  side  of  Payou  Bccuf,  with  the  depth  of  forty,  in  the  post  of  Opelousas;  that  the  reg-ister 
and  receiver,  forming  a  iKjard  of  commissioners  at  Opelousas,  recommended  tlio  claim  of  Lamero  for 
confirmation,  and  it  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  act  of  Congress  of  April  29,  1816,  and  by  an  act  supple- 
mentary thereto  i)assed  in  1825,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  certificate  which  accompanies  this 
memorial,  and  lettered  A.  Your  memorialist  represents  that  Pedro  Lamero  sold  and  conveyed  said  laud 
to  John  Tlioinpson  by  deed  passed  before  notary,  dated  October  27,  1818,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed 
copy,  B.  And  John  Tiiompsoii,  October  28,  1820,  sold  and  conveyed  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
American  acres  of  said  land  to  j'our  memorialist  and  John  Stafford,  on  the  west  side  or  right  bank  of 
Bayou  Boeuf,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  cop}'  of  deed  C.  Your  memorialist  represents  that  before 
the  change  of  government  no  definitive  line  of  division  had  ever  been  established  between  the  districts 
or  posts  of  Ojielousas  and  Kapidcs,  but  that  for  the  purpose  of  locating  such  claims  on  the  Bayou  Boeuf, 
as  called  to  be,  in  tlje  district  of  Opelousas,  the  surveyor  general  referred  the  question  of  boundary 
between  the  two  counties  to  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  Opelousas.  Those  officers 
established  a  line  of  division,  and  the  claim  of  Lamero  was  located  and  surveyed  in  conformity  therewith, 
and  the  location  approved.  This  will  be  shown  by  reference  to  the  copies  from  the  surveyor  general 
accompanying  this  memorial  and  lettered  D.  But  your  memorialist  further  represents  that  afterwards  a 
suit  was  instituted  by  Isaac  I?aldwin,  esq.,  against  your  memorialist  and  the  said  John  Stafford  to  recover 
the  land  under  a  title  calling  tii  bo  located  in  the  post  of  Kapidcs,  and  which  had  been  surveyed  and 
located  in  the  same  place  without  regard  to  the  division  lino  between  the  two  counties  as  settled  by  the 
commis.sioners,  and  that  your  memorialist  was  evicted  of  the  land  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been  in  fact 
located  in  Rapides,  contrary  to  the  calls  of  the  title.  This  will  a)ipear  by  reference  to  the  decree  of  the 
court,  a  copy  <jf  which,  lettered  E,  is  annexed.  Repeated  applications  Avcre  afterwards  made  to  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee  to  change  and  remove  the  location  of  your 
memorialist's  claim,  and  to  give  him  lands  somewhere  else  in  lieu  of  that  of  which  he  had  been  evicted 
by  the  fault  of  the  department,  but  that  he  has  constantly  refused  to  interfere,  notwithstanding  the  judg- 
ment of  a  competent  court.  Copies  of  his  letters  above  referred  to  will  explain  his  views  on  the  subject. 
Your  memorialist  further  represents  that  previously  to  the  decision  of  the  said  suit  partition  of  the  land 
had  been  made  between  your  memorialist  and  Jolm  Stafford,  and  that  the  upper  part  was  assigned  to 
your  memorialist,  as  will  be  shown  by  document  F;  that  he  had  erected  buildings  and  made  other 
valuable  improvements  on  his  part  of  the  land,  which  he  has  entirelj'  lost.  The  annexed  paper,  G,  will 
show  the  local  situation  of  the  land,  and  in  what  manner  it  was  surveyed. 

Your  memorialist  has  a])plied  in  vain  to  the  surveyor  general  to  have  tlie  location  removed  until  all 
the  lands  at  that  time  vacant  on  the  Bayou  Bcxsuf,  within  tlio  acknowledged  limits  of  Opelousas,  have 
been  surveyed  for  other  claimants.  After  paying  a  high  price  for  a  title  which  is  admitted  to  be  good 
and  valid  by  the  general  government,  and  being  ruined  by  tlio  clashing  opinions  of  courts  of  justice  of 
undoubted  competency,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  surveying  department,  he  finds  himself  without  remedy 
unless  your  honorable  body  will  interpose  for  his  relief. 

He  therefore  prays  that  Congress  would  grant  him  the  same  quantity  of  land  which  he  has  lost,  to 
wit:  five  hundred  and  forty-two  acres,  to  be  located  on  any  public  and  vacant  lands  on  the  Bayou  Boeuff, 
in  the  parish  of  Rapides. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray.  JOHN  MATHEWS. 


A.— A'o.  (/  entry  529.— Report  No.  50.— Class  No.  2. 

The  heirs  of  Ptdro  Lamero  claim  3,200  superficial  arpents  of  land,  viz:  40  arpents  front  on  both  sides 
of  Bay(ju  Bo^uf,  by  40  arpents  in  deptli,  in  the  county  of  Opelousas,  held  under  an  order  of  survey  to 
Pedro  Lamero,  dated  October  fi,  1791,  and  signed  byEstevan  Jliro,  then  governor  of  Louisiana.  The 
order  of  survey  accompanies  the  notice,  and  is  for  40  arpents  front  on  each  side  of  the  bayou,  at  the  most 
convenient  place  being  vacant.    No  conditions  are  attached  thereto. — (See  note  B  at  the  end  of  the  report.) 

Land  Office  at  Opelousas,  State  of  Louisiana,  May  9,  1825. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  in  my  office,  reported 
by  the  register  and  receiver  at  Ojielousas,  acting  as  a  board  of  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  by  virtue  of  the  acts 
of  Congress  approved  March  10,  1812,  and  February  27,  1813,  in  their  report  of  December  30,  1815,  under 
No.  50,  and  in  class  No.  2,  which  comprises  "claims  founded  on  authentic  orders  of  survey  conceded  by 
the  Spanish  government  of  Louisiana,  which,  with  or  without  proof  of  occupancy,  ought,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  said  register  and  receiver,  to  be  confirmed." 

I  do  further  certify  the  following  to  be  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  note  B,  referred  to  in  the  abovi^ 
report. 

The  register  and  receiver  are  of  opinion  that,  in  justice  and  equity,  all  claims  founded  on  orders  of 
survey  ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  especiall_y  those  in  tlie  western  district.  The  conditions  on  the  per- 
formance of  which  the  completion  of  the  title  depended  being  inapplicable  to  the  local  circumstances 
and  situation  of  the  country,  it  is  believed  were  never  insisted  upon.  Indeed,  by  clearing  the  fronts  of 
their  lands  to  a  certain  depth  the  proprietors  must,  in  most  instances,  have  deprived  themselves  even  of 
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fuel.  Cuttiiij^"  roads  wore  necessaiy  in  veiy  tew  instances,  and  making-  levees  in  sear<-clv  anv.  l'".\-en 
clainistfolinded  on  orders  of  survey,  without  special  locations,  cuneiMled.  for  exani|ile.  fur  anv  \acant  land 
in  the  post  of  Opelousas,  arc  considered  as  valiil.  It  is  knnwn  that  sueii  c-oncessions  were  sometimes 
made  for  the  remuneration  of  persons  from  whom  lands  had  lieen  taken  hy  the  Spanish  ji,Mverinnent  for 
garrisons  or  other  public  uses.  Tiic  property  so  taken  from  the  claimant  nr  liis  an<'rsior  ha-;,  hv  tiie 
cession  of  Louisiana,  become  vested  in  tiie  United  States.  ^Vould  it  tlien  lie  just  to  withhuhl  the  indiMu- 
nity  for  which  the  former  !j;ovcrnnient  hail  become  pledged  y  '{'here  are  but  few  claims  cif  this  descriplidri, 
and  if  allowed,  provision  ouy;ht  to  be  made  for  locating;-  them  so  as  to  ;ivoid  coiiliictinL;'  with  othi'r  private 
claims,  thout;-li  fiunded  on  titles  of  subse(|uent  date,  or  with  tracts  of  hmd  lo  which  occupants,  luiijcr 
existing-  acts  of  Congress,  are  entitled  to  liie  right  <if  pre-emption. 

And  1  do  further  certify  that  the  same  has  been  acle(l  upon  and  ,'ippid\cd  liy  ai'l  of  Congress  of  the 
29th  day  of  A]U'il,  in  the  year  eigliteen  hundred  and  sixteen;  and  an  act  siipphaiientary  thereto,  approvi^l 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-tive. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  mv  otlice  aforesaid,  the  dav  and  vear  abo\e  written. 

VALE.NflNt;    KlNti,  lir./isln: 


]'). — Prilro  Lainrm,  rrnfc  <lr  trrrc  u  Julin   Thontjison. 

Par  devant  moi,  dean  M.  Debaillon,  uotaire  i)ublic  dans  et  i)onr  la  ])aroisse  St.  Landry,  comti:  ile  Opc'- 
lousas,  Ktat  de  la  Louisiane,  est  eomparu  pcrsonncllement  le  Sieur  Pedro  Ijamero,  haliitant  sur  la  riviere 
Amise,  aetuellement  en  ectte  dire  paroisse,  lequel  a.  par  ces  pn'scntes  declare  avoir  vemlii  par  acte 
sous  seing-  prive  en  dattu  du  ijuinze  Juillet,  mil  hiiil  cent-i[niiize.  a  Mr.  John  Thompson,  habitant  di'  cette 
dite  paroisse,  unc  terre  situee  au  Bayou  an  Bicuf,  de  ([uaranti^  arpents  de  face,  sur  chaipie  bold  ilu  dit 
baj'ou,  sur  la  prof  mdeur  ordinaire  de  quarante  arpents,  c(jnf  irmement  au  titre  de  couc-os-;ion  ipi'li  a  obtenn 
de  Mr.  Etienne  Mir(i,  g-ouverneur  de  la  Louisiane,  en  date  de  deux  Octobre,  mil  sept  ([uatre-vingt-onzo; 
lequel  titre  a  etc  remise  alcjrs  a  I'acquereur,  ct  dchnant  remplir  robligation  qtie  Ic  vendeur  avait  contraite 
par  le  dit  sous  seing  ju'ive,  d'en  passer  veiite  en  forme  par  devant  notaire  an  dit  ac(|r,erenr,  a  sa  premiere 
requisition,  il  declare  par  le  jiresent,  avoir  vendu,  cede',  quitte,  et  transporti',  des  lors  et  pour  toujours, 
avec  garantie  de  tons  troubles,  dettes,  hypoteques,  evictions,  et  alienatiiins  queleoinpies.  au  dit  Sienr  dohn 
Thom[ison,  ses  heritiers  et  ayaiits  cause,  la  susdite  terre,  pour  qu'il  enjouisse  en  trniti'  propiii-ti',  I't  dis- 
pose a  sa  volonte. 

La  dite  vente  ainsi  faite  pour  et  moyennant  la  sommc  ile  six  cents  |iiastres,  (pie  le  vendoiir  di'i-lan' 
avoir  recu  en  esjK^ccs  comptant,  lorsi[u"il  a  passe  la  dite  vente  sous  seing  [uive,  de  he|uellc  somnn'  il  ([uitte 
et  dccharge  racipiercur. 

Au  moyen  du  dit  payement  le  veiideiir  met  et  subroge  raequereur  dans  tons  h's  droits  de  projiriutc 
qu'il  a,  et  pent  avoir  sur  la  dite  terre,  conseutant  que  rac([uereur  en  soit  saisi  et  revetu. 

Fait  et  passti  en  I'etude  le  vingt-sept  Octobre,  mil  liuit  cent  <lixdiuit,  en  presence  des  Sieurs  Lament 
Dupre  ct  Celestiu  Lavergne,  ti-moins  requis,  qui  (.uit  signe  avi'c  le  vendeur  et  luoi,  la  dit  notaire,  apri'S 
lecture.  Pedro  Lamero.  Utin.  Lavergne.  Lament  Diipni.  Par  devant  moi,  T.  M.  Heliailion,  notaire 
public. 

Je  certitie  la  presente  cojiie  conforme  a  I'aete  do  vente  ori,ginal  resttj  en  mon  arcliive;  en  foi  de  (pioi 
j'ai  appose  mon  seing  et  nnju  sceau,  le  jour  de  sa  passation.     Les  mots  le  vendeur  lion. 

[i..s.]  T.  M.  DLBAILLUX,  Xnlnire  Puhlir. 


C. 

This  deed,  made  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
between  John  Thompson,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  parish  of  Saint  Landry,  of  the  one  part,  and  John 
Mathews,  of  the  parish  of  Piapides,  and  J(.ihn  Stafford,  of  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  and  State  aforesaid,  of 
the  other  part,  witnesscth:  That,  for  and  in  consideration  of  tlie  premises  hereinafter  expressed,  he,  the 
said  John  Thompson,  has  bargained  and  sold,  and  does  by  tliis  act  grant,  bargain,  sell,  set  over,  convej', 
and  confirm,  to  the  said  John  Matliews  and  John  Stafford  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  situated  on 
the  west  side  of  Bayou  Bccuf,  in  the  parishes  of  Rapides  and  Avoyelles,  conformably  to  a  plat  of  survey 
made  by  Joseph  L-win,  deputy  surveyor,  on  the  sixteentli  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  tliousaiid  ei.ght 
hundred'  and  nineteen,  containin,g  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  American  acres,  or  all  the  laud  included 
in  said  plat  of  survey,  on  the  aforesaid  side  of  said  bayou,  being  part  of  a  tract  located  at  that  place  iu 
virtue  of  a  grant  made  to  Pedro  Lamero,  as  \»-r  order  of  survey  bcarin,g  date  the  second  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;  to  have  and  ti;>  hold  the  said  tract  of  land  to  the 
said  John  Mathews  and  John  Stafl'ord,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  forever.  ^  And 
the  said  John  Thompson,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  covenants  tjiat  he  ^yill  for- 
ever warrant  and  defend  the  said  tract  of  land  to  the  said  John  Mathews  and  John  Stafford,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  against  the  claim  of  himself  and  his  heirs,  and  against  the  lawful  claims  (ir  titles  of  all  per- 
sons whatsoever,  except  that  "of  Isaac  Baldwin.  This  sale  being  made  for  ami  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  cash  paid  to  the  seller,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereliy  acknowledged.  _  Li 
testimony  whereof,  the  jiarties  have  hereunto  signed  and  aflixed  their  seals  iu  presence  of  the  subscribmg 
witnesses,  and  liefore  George  King,  judge  in  and  for  the  aforesaid  parish  of  St.  Landry,  at  Opelousas, 
the  day  and  year  first  abov'e  written;  it  being  understood  before  signing  that  the  ciintract  entered  into 
between  the 'parties  on  the  twentieth  day  of  ^November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  ei.ght  hundred  and 
eighteen,  respecting  the  above  tract  of  land,  is  lierebv  made  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 
'  ^  "  JOHN  THOMPSON,  [l.  s.] 

JOHN  MATHEWS,    [i,.  s.] 
JOHN  STAFFOPiP.    [l.  s.] 
Witnesses:  Joiix  Smith. 
James  R.\y. 

GEO.  KING,   [l.  s.'l  Pwbali' Judge. 


486  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  489. 


State  of  Loiisiaxa,  I'ari.~th  of  St.  Landnj :  • 

I,  Geoi-ge  King,  judge  in  and  fur  the  aforesaid  parish  of  Saint  Landry,  do  certify  tlie  foregoing  to  be 

a  true  and  correct  cojiy  of  the  original  on  file  and  of  record  in  my  office. 

Given  nnder  my  liand  and  official  seal,  at  Uiieloiisas,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

[l.  s.]  GEO.  KING,  Probate  Judge. 


D. — Cn])fi  (if  a  li'llrr  from  Thomas  Freeman,  eftq.,  t<urvei/or  of  llie  lund.-i  of  the  United  States  south  of  Tennessee, 
to  (iidro/i  Fitz,  esq.,  iirincipal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  southwest  district,  State  of  Louisiana,  dated 

Si-rvevok's  Office,  Washington,  Ifiss.,  Mareh  1,  1819. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  27th  January  and  10th  Feln-uary  on  the  suliject  of  Mr.  Stafford's  claim  in  Opelousas 
have  been  received,  and  answered  liy  my  letters  <if  the  2'th  and  28th  ultimo,  transmitted  I13'  mail. 

Since  these  letters  have  been  forwarded  Mr.  Staffurd  arrived  here  and  produced  several  papers  and 
documents  on  the  subject  <if  his  claim,  the  boundaries  of  Opelousas,  &c.,  &c.  From  a  hasty  view  of  these 
papers,  and  conversation  with  Mr.  Staflbrd,  I  find  that  very  few  or  no  new  lights  have  been  thrown  on  the 
subject  of  the  northern  limits  of  Oi>elousas. 

In  addition  to  my  observations  to  you  on  thi.s  subject,  I  will  only  further  add  that  the  most  probable 
mode  of  deciding  that  question  will  be  liy  referring  it  to  the  decision  of  the  board  of  commissioners  in 
your  district.  The  information  they  must  have  already  acquired  on  this  subject  from  their  ofEcial  duties, 
with  what  they  may  further  procure  by  specific  investigation  of  the  question,  will,  I  conceive,  enable  them 
to  decide,  as  satisfactorily  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  where  the  limits  of  Opelousas  and  Rapides 
should  be  fixed  or  admitted,  so  as  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  concerned.  Under  these  impressions  I 
request  you  will  submit  the  question  to  tiie  board  of  comniissioners  wdiere  the  northern  limits  of  Opelousas 
shall  be  fixed  for  the  purpose  of  locating  private  claims  in  that  district,  and  abide  by  their  decision  in  the 
location  and  survey  of  Mr.  Stafford's  claim,  and  all  other  claims  similarly  circumstanced. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Gideon  Fitz,  Esq.,  Principal  Deputy  Surveyor. 


THOS.  FEEEMAN. 


N.  B. — A  copy  of  tiiis  letter  has  lieen  delivered  to  ISIr.  Staffijrd.     Let  me  know  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  above  question. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Freeman,  esq.,  surveyor,  d-c,  to  John  Dinsmore,  pjrincipal  deputy  surveyor, 

(£c.,  dated 

Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  Miss.,  September  27,  1825. 
On  the  subject  of  locating  private  claims  you  will  see  my  opinion  and  instructions  communicated  to 
your  predecessor,  and  particularly  that  of  Mr.  Stafl'ord's  claim,  which  has  already  caused  more  trouble  to 
the  department  than  any  other  claim.  The  mode  that  has  been  adopted  to  ascertain  the  limits  of  the 
districts  of  Opelousas  and  Rapides,  on  Bayon  Boeuf,  was  by  submitting  the  investigation  and  decision  of  that 
question  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  who  were  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  on  the 
subject  that  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  land  conmiissioners,  and  who  were  at  the  trouble  of  procuring 
all  the  further  additional  information  that  they  could  collect  or  deemed  necessary.  They  have  examined 
and  decided,  without  prejudice,  interest,  or  bias,  as  public  officers,  the  question,  and  fixed"  the  point  on  the 
Bayou  Bceuf,  limiting  the  district  of  Opelousas  and  Rapides  on  that  bayou.  I  have  adopted  the  limits  of 
those  districts  as  fixed  by  the  register  and  receiver,  and  ordered  Stafford's  claim  to  be  surveyed  accord- 
ingly within  the  district  of  Opelousas.  The  opinion  and  decision  of  the  court,  jury,  and  attorneys  of 
Rapides,  however  respectable,  cannot  induce  me  to  believe  they  acted  in  that  case  with  better  information 
or  niore  imi^artiality  than  the  register  and  receiver  have  done.  Of  course,  my  opinion  is  that  the  survey 
(jf  Staffonl's  claim  should  not  be  removed  by  this  department.  Mr.  Stafford  may  refer  his  case  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  or  petition  Congress,  or  contend  with  his  opponents;  the  next  decision  of  the  court 
may  be  in  his  favor. 

1  an),  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  friend  and  servant,  THOS.  FREEMAN. 

Principal  Deputy  Surveyor's  Office,  Opelousas,  1825. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  letter  and  extract  are  truly  and  correctly  copied  from  the  original  letters 
filed  in  this  office. 

JOHN  DINSMORE,  Sen.,  Principal  Deputy  Surveyor. 


E. 
Isaac  Baldwin  ) 

^        ^^  '^"5-  y  Sixth  district  court.  Parish  of  Rapides  and  State  of  Louisiana. 

John  Mathews  and  John  Stafford.  ) 

The  plamf  ifT  111  this  case  has  an  order  of  survey  and  commissioner's  certificate  of  confirmatiim  thereon, 
in  the  name  of  Patrick  Urial,  f,.r  twenty  arponts  front  on  the  Bayou  Bosuf,  on  the  right-hand  bank 
descending  the  same,  with  the  .irdinary  depth  of  f.u-ty  arpents,  situated  at  the  time  of  granting  the  order 
in  tlie  post  of  Rapides,  b,)unded  below  by  the  lands  of  George  Row,  and  above  liy  vacant  lands.  He  has 
afso  a  conveyance  of  the  right  of  Patrick  Urial  to  the  said  tract  of  land. 

Iho  defendants  have  an  order  of  survey  in  tlie  name  of  Pedro  Lamiro,  with  the  commissioner's 
certificate  of  confirmation  thereon,  for  forty  arpents  front  of  land  ,>n  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  Bceuf,  with 
tlie  ordinary  depth  m  the  post  of  Opehmsas,  in  the  place  which  will  suit  him  best,  (en  el  parage  que  mas 
le  accomodaire.)     Ihey  have  also  a  regular  conveyance  from  the  said  Pedro  Lamiro  of  the  said  land. 
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Tlic  jilaiiitiir  oinitcnds  that  liis  laml  is  ])rci)i('rly  lix-ahMl  by  Konnclli  Mi-('niniiiicii,  .lannurv  -",  l^I'.l, 
as  sliiiwii  liy  tlio  yt'Uow  lines  on  tiie  plat  njarkril  Ij,  ami  lilcil  in  I  lie  cause. 

The  (k't'endants  onutcnd  that  tiicir  land  is  ]ir(i|icrly  Inralcd  li\'  Joseph  lr\inc\  \|iiil  jr.,  Isl'.l.as  shown 
by  the  ved  lines  cm  the  ]ihit  marked  I;,  am!  tiled  in  tiie  eanse. 

It  appears  tVuni  tlie  date  of  the  respective  sui'veys  thai  the  plain!  ill' made  the  lirsl  loi-alJMn.  The  phil 
sig'ned  by  James  Ilafj,-i;'ard,  datecl  Deccndier  .'!.  IMS,  is  aiCMmpanieil  by  no  pie. if  either  ef  ihe  sinnatnic 
of  Hag"g'ard  or  oC  the  I'act  ol'  localien  liy  the  chain-can  ieis,  wliese  names  are  atlixeil  In  ihi-  plat,  con- 
sequently can  nud<e  no  ]iroof'  (]f  a.  location.  Thi'  title  of  the  delemlants  is  limilecl  to  the  post  of  ( Ipi'l.uisas; 
that  of  the  plainlill'  tu  tlie  post  of  liaiiidcs.  Witlmnl  reference  to  the  acts  dene  by  the  re;;-isters  of  the  hmd' 
office  and  receiver  (>!'  public  moneys  in  oriler  to  I'stablish  an  rijuildlilr  limit  bi'twceii  tlie  saiil  two  parishes, 
the  court  have  no  hesitation  in  decdarin^'  that  there  is  a  \vei.nlit,v,  precise,  and  constant  presumption  that 
the  limits  of  the  parish  of  Kapides  exteiidiil  to  Kay's  ferry,  three  lines  in  a  straiLzht  line  from  the  centre  of 
the  tract  of  land  as  located  by  the  plaintiir,  and  upAvards  ot'  tixc  miles  from  the  same  point,  followin;.;-  Ihe 
bank  of  Bayou  Banif,  as  will  ap]iear  by  a  reference  to  the  testimony  of  N'olhintine  i,ayssard,  Stephen 
Lynch,  and  K.  McCrummcn.  even  admittin.e-  that  the  maxim  of  the  law,  " //;  aiili'/ins  citiiulia/in  a  jirnhdnl," 
would  not  pernnt  the  reception  of  the  rec(Uit  of  the  suit  in  180'J  between  (.'orkrooii  and  I'eel,  marked  K, 
and  filed  in  the  cause.  The  land.clainied  by  the  plaintitf  is  in  the  parish  of  Itajiides,  and  hicated  in  tli<' 
parish  of  Rapides;  his  location  is  prior  to  that  of  tlie  defendants.  The  title  of  the  defendants  call  lor  land 
in  Oi»elousas;  the  interfer(>nce  with  the  plaintiff  is  in  the  parish  of  Kapides.  Their  location  is  sul.isei)uent 
to  that  of  the  ])laintilf.  In  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  locality  of  title  the  iirst  location  should  be  res]iected. 
It  is  therefore  ordered,  adjudg-ed,  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintitf  be  f)rever  c]uiet(>d  in  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  of  the  tract  of  land  claimed  in  his  jietition  a,^-ainst  the  claims  of  the  ilefendaiits,  and  that  the 
said  defendants  pay  the  costs  of  this  suit  to  be  taxed. 

\V.  Mri;i;.VY,  Jn,!,/,'  Sij-lli  Dislrirt. 

JiLY  26,  1821. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  jiid.n-m.'ut  in  the  above  case. 

In  testimonv  whereof  I  have  liereuiitLi  subscribed  niv  name  and  aftixed  the  seal  of  office,  February  fl, 
A.  D.  1824. 

[l.  s.]  W.M.  i;.   LKi'lUE,  JJc2>uli/  Cler/.: 


Parish  of  Avoyelles,  State  of  Louisiana: 

This  memorandum  of  agreement,  made  on  this  first  day  of  February,  cigditeen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  between  John  Stafl'ord,  of  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  .Mathews,  of  the  parish 
of  Rapides,  of  the  other  part,  witnesses:  That  the  said  parties,  having  made  a  ]iurcliase  of  a  tract  of  land 
Ij'ing  on  Bayou  Bceuf,  and  received  a  title  jointly  for  the  same  from  John  Thompson,  of  Opelousas,  a 

reference  to  said  sale  recorded  in  the  parish  judge's  office,  parish  of  St.  Landry,  dated ,  w-ill 

more  fullj*  appear,  have  and  do  agree  upon  the  following  division  of  the  same:  John  Mathews  to  keep 
the  Tipper  part  of  the  tract  thus  described,  and  on  which  he  now  resides,  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  American  acres;  and  the  balance,  containing  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  of  the  lower 
part,  to  belong  to  John  Stafl'ord.  And  there  being  a  suit  now  dependin,g  in  the  supreme  court  of  the 
parish  of  Rapides  between  these  parties  and  Isaac  Baldwin  for  a  part  of  this  tract  of  land,  it  is  further 
agreed  that,  if  said  Baldwin  should  finally  recover  any  part  of  the  land,  the  loss,  whatever  it  may  be, 
shall  be  liorne  by  the  parties  in  the  jiroiiortion  of  six  hundred  and  forty  by  John  Mathews  and  four 
hundred  and  ninetj'-five  by  John  Stafl'ord;  and,  after  the  determination  of  said  suit,  the  line  to  be  run  out 
between  them  according  to  this  agreement.  And  the  parties  hereby  mutually  relincpiish  all  claim  to  the 
respective  parts  to  the  other. 

JOHN   STAFFORD. 

JoH?«  Whiting.  JOHN  MATHEWS. 


E.  G.  Pastox. 

The  within  was  duly  acknowledged  before  me. 


COPtNELIUS  VOORHIES,  Parish  Judge. 


Parish  of  Avoyelles,  State  of  Louisiana: 

I,  Cornelius  Voorhics,  parish  judge  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  dci  certify  the  foregoing  to  be 
a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  and  of  record  in  my  oflice. 

In  testimony  wdiereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office,  April  25,  1825. 

[l.  s.]  CORNELIUS  VOORHIES,  Parish  Juchje. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  from  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  southwest  district,  and  in  conformity 
with  reported  No.  50  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  western  district.  State  of  Louisiana,  I  have 
surveyed,  for  the  heirs  of  Pedro  Lamiro,  a  tract  of  land  situate  on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Bceuft",  being  section 

No. ,  in  township  No.  I  south,  in  range  No.  2  east;  and  section  No. ,  in  township  No.  1  south, 

in  range  No.  3  east,  of  the  basis  meridian,  and  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  post  at  A;  thence  north 
81°  east,  170  chains;  thence  south  9°  east,  192.80  chains;  thence  north  67°  45'  west,  136  chains;  thence 
north  9°  west,  40  chains;  thence  south  81°  west,  115  chains;  thence  north  9°  west,  78.30  chains;  thence 
north  44°  east,  4  chains;  thence  north  9°  west,  14.30  chains;  thence  south  64°  east,  35.40  chains;  thence 
south  9°  east,  7  chains;  thence  south  74°  east,  32.10  chains;  thence  north  9°  west,_28  chains,  to  the  begin- 
ning; containing  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight  acres,  and  having  such  form  ami  marks,  natural 
and  artificial,  as  are  represented  in  the  above  plat  and  note  of  references.     April  16,  1819. 

JOSEPH  IRWIN,  Deinity  Surveyor. 

Thomas  Hall  axd  Bexjasiix  Gray,  Chain-carriers. 

From  the  decision  of  Messrs.  Wails  and  Garrard,  this  survey  appears  to  be  "in  the  Opelousas;"  it  is 
therefore  examined  and  approved.     April  30,  1819. 

GIDEON  FITZ,  I'rincipal  Deputy  Surveyor. 
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G. 


Western  District,  State  of  Loumana: 


At  A,  a  post. 

B,  a  post. 

C,  a  post. 

D,  a  post. 

E,  an  Elm  tree  marked  <  -;. 

F,  a  post,  a  large  Sweet  Gum 
I.earsS.  .51°  W.,41  links  dis- 
tant, marked  R  2  T.  1.327. 


The  above  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  plat.     Plat  and  certificate  of  survey  approved 
of  and  filed  in  this  office. 

JOHN  DINSMORE,  Sex.,  FnncijMl  Dijmtij  Surveyor,  S.  W.  District. 
Opelousas,  October  19,  1825. 


19th  Coxoress.] 


No.  490. 


[1st  Session. 


LAND    CLAIMS    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  7,  1826. 

Treasury  Department,  February  6,  1826. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  11,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

The  report  emliraces  tlie  examination  of  ninety-six  claims,  filed  under  the  jirovisions  of  the  said  act 
in  the  land  office  at  Opelousas  previous  to  December  31,  1820.  Of  the  claims  recommended  for  confirma- 
tion, those  marked  A,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  25,  26,  31,  33,  34, 
38,  39,  40,  42,  43,  44,  48,  52,  53,  54,  55,  50,  59,  60,  01,  62,  63,  65,  66,  69,  70,  75,  76,  77,  78,  79,  80,  82,  and 
83,  are  founded  on  grants  or  orders  of  survey,  of  wliich  there  is  recorded  evidence.  Tiie  land,  in  almost 
every  case,  has  been  occupied  by  the  parties  claiming  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  the  quantities  are 
such  as  the  Spanish  authorities  were  in  the  habit  of  granting  to  actual  settlers.  They  are  therefore 
recommended  for  confirmation  on  the  grounds  stated  by  the  register,  and  under  the  presumption  that  the 
title  papers  on  which  the  claims  are  founded  are  genuine. 
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The  claim  marked  A  No.  27,  and  reconmieuded  fur  coiifii'matiuii  liy  the  I'eg'iskT,  i.s  thr  <-hiiin  uf  the 
Chetimaclie  Indians,  for  themselves  and  tiiose  claiming-  under  liiem.  'I'his  claim  is  n  roMnmndcd  I'.ii-  cm- 
firmatiun  by  the  register  to  the  e.xtent  of  one  sqnare  leagne.  The  re.^'isler  observes  that  '■tiie  dm-nnicnts 
herein  adduced  are  ('(jnal  to  the  highest  order  ol' grants."  If  these  Indians  had,  under  tlie  S|)anis|]  ^-.ivcin- 
nient,  an  absi>hite  right  to  the  soil,  it  is  |)resumed  that  their  claim  is  e(|nally  guml  l,.  th.'  wIimI,.  as  to  a 
part  of  the  laud  occupied  by  them;  but  wliether  tliey  had  such  right  of  soil,  and  In  whal  extent  their  claim 
ought  to  be  conlirnu'd  to  themselves,  and  to  those  whu  have  purchased  iVnni  lliem,  are  ipiestinns  siibmilteil 
for  the  decision  of  t'ong-ress. 

The  claims  iuark<'d  .V  Nos.  29,  30,  C4,  OS,  14,  and  81,  are  t'oiinded  on  titles  derived,  nr  said  t"  be 
derived,  from  various  officers  of  the  govermnent  of  Texas  residing  at  Xacogduches.  As  the  powers  ol'  the 
diflerent  ollicers  of  Texas  ti.i  grant  the  land  in  ijiiestion,  with  several  otlicr  ipiestiuns  inci(l<'ntal  to  the 
decision  of  these  claims,  (^wliich  cover  a  large  extent  ol'  country,)  will  be  necessarilv  invohi'd  in  the 
decision  to  be  made  liy  Congress  on  some  of  the  claims  endiraced  in  the  repoi  i  of  the  coiiimissioiiers  f.]r 
ascertaining  land  titles  in  that  (lart  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate(l  between  the  K'io  Ibmd.i  and  the 
Sabine,  dated  November  I,  1824,  these  claims  are   therefore  submitted  for  the  consiileration  of  Congress, 

The  claims  marked  A  Nos.  32,  4.^,  4(),  and  4",  are  founded  on  concessions,  but  the  evidence  of  title 
has  been  lost.  The  evidence  to  prove  the  validitj'  of  the  claim,  and  the  loss  of  the  title  papers,  appearing 
to  be  satisfactory  to  the  register,  these  claims  are  submitted  for  the  I'avorable  consideratii>n  of  Cougn^ss. 

The  claims  marked  A  Nos.  87  and  90  are  not  of  that  description  which  come  within  tlie  pro\isious 
of  the  act;  but  as  the  tracts  of  land  claimed  are  small,  and  as  there  has  been  long  possession  by  the  claim- 
ants, they  are,  upon  equitable  principles,  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  Con,gress. 

The  residue  of  the  claims  filed  with  the  re.gister  have  either  been  re.jected  or  suspended  fur  further 
consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  bit;-hest  respect,  yi.iur  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  Ihc  House  of  Bqjrrsenlatires. 


Tre.\sury  Deiurtmext,  Sqilemhrr  7,  ls24. 

>Sir:  Your  predecessor,  Mr.  Wailes,  made  no  report  to  this  office  relative  to  the  claims  tiled  with  him, 
agreeablj-  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  "act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  passed  May  11,  1820.  As  the  surveyin.g  of  the 
private  claims  whicli  have  heretofore  been  confirmed  in  your  district  cannot  be  so  ch.ised  as  to  give  to  the 
claims  their  respective  sectional  numbers  until  all  tlie  claims  in  each  township  shall  have  been  finally 
acted  upon,  and  as  much  time  will  be  lost,  and  the  claimants  generally  as  well  as  the  public  subjected  to 
great  inconvenience  by  delaying  the  returns  until  a  special  act  of  Congress  can  be  procured  which  shall 
authorize  you  to  make  the  report  which  was  required  by  law  of  ilr.  Wailos,  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggest- 
ing the  propriety  of  your  investigating  and  reporting  on  the  claims  which  have  been  filed  with  Mr.  Wailes, 
when  register,  within  the  period  prescribed  by  tlie  act  above  mentioned. 

Your  report  would  be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  lie  acted  upon  liy  them  iu 
the  same  manner  that  any  report  would  be  which  should  be  made  under  any  act  that  might  be  passed  at 
the  next  session  authorizing'  you  to  report  on  these  claims 

In  making  your  report  you  will  confine  yourself  to  the  provisions  of  tlie  act  which  limits  your  juris- 
diction to  claims  founded  on  Sjyanish  granis,  concessionti,  or  orders  of  survey,  and  which  shall  have  been 
filed  with  your  predecessor  previous  to  December  31,  1820.  These  restrictions  are  equally  applicable  to 
the  claims  provided  for  bj'  the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act. 

As  to  the  form  of  your  report,  and  the  classification  and  numbering  of  the  claims,  I  would  refer  ,vou 
to  the  report  made  by  Messrs.  ^\'ailes  and  Garrard,  dated  December  30,  181.5,  which  aftbrds  the  simplest 
form  in  which  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  each  case  may  be  embodied. 

It  is  possible  Mr.  Wailes  may  have  ne.glected  to  file  some  of  the  claims  which  may  have  been  pre- 
sented to  him  ju'evious  to  December  31,  1820,  or  the  evidence  of  their  having  been  filed  may  have  been 
lost.  In  such  cases  you  will  make  a  special  report,  accompanied  by  the  evidence  that  the  claim  was  filed 
within  the  period  limited  by  law. 

In  addition  to  the  fees  for  recording  specified  in  the  act,  a  ]iart  of  which  I  presume  !Mr.  "Wailes  has 
received,  a  further  sum  of  §600  is  allowed  to  the  register  for  making  this  report,  which  ilr.  Wailes  has 
not  received,  and  which  would  be  paid'to  you  whenever  Congress  should  act  upon  the  report. 
I  am,  lice,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

V.\LE.vTixE  King,  Esq..  Bcgister  of  tlie  Land  Office,  Ojjelousas,  Louisiana. 


L.\XD  Office  .\t  Opelofs.^s,  State  of  Louisiana,  October  13,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  mailed,  through  your  address,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Ignited 
States,  my  reports  of  the  claims  entered  with  iny  predecessor,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  Congress  approved 
May  11,  1820.  and  in  obedience  to  your  request  of  September  8,  1824. 

You  are  advised  that,  in  December  last,  I  had  executed  the  work  in  one  original,  intending  to  present 
it  to  you  in  person,  and  to  have  it  finished  during  my  stay  at  Washington;  but  circumstances  preventing 
my  intended  journey,  I  reserved  them  purposely  for  reconsideration.  I  have  re-examined  them  with  much 
care,  and  have  had  occasion  to  change  my  oi)inion  in  two  claims  only,  which  will  be  seen  in  the  report  of 
the  particular  claims.  In  a  thorough  examination  which  I  have  given  the  office  this  year,  I  liave  found 
among  files  purporting  to  contain  affidavits  and  depositions  in  claims  long  since  decided  by  the  board  of 
commissioners,  and  in  other  places  where  I  as  little  expected  it.  twelve  or  fourteen  claims  whicli  have 
beeu  included  in  the  report  from  Nos.  84  to  96.  both  inclusive.  The  circumstances  most  strongly  inducing 
me  to  recommend  some  claims  for  reconsideratioD,  was  the  unfortunate  negligence  which   my  predecessor 

VOL.  IV 62  c 


490  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  490. 

had  shown  both  in  his  public  and  privatfi  aflairs,  which  I  concluded  nng'ht  possibly  have  been  the  cause 
of  no  testimonj'  having  been  taken  to  support  a  doubtful  grant. 

These  claims  are  to  the  number  of  14,  and  I  have  observed  in  the  introduction  that  they  are  designated 
in  the  recapitulation  by  the  letter  R,  in  red  ink;  but  this  circumstance  was  forgotten,  and  I  must  beg  the 
favor  of  j'ou  to  cause  it  to  be  done.     They  are  as  follows,  viz: 

No.  28.  John  Thompson. 

No.  36.  J(.)hn  Thompson. 

No.  35.  Celistin  Lavergne. 

No.  37.  Stephen  Tipi-et. 

No.  41.  John  Jose  Caradine. 

No.  49.  Legal  representatives  of  Miguel  Erasmo. 

No.  50.  Legal  representatives  of  Juan  de  Leon. 

No.  51.  Martin  Despallicr. 

No.  57.  Santiago  Crus. 

No.  58.  Legal  representatives  of  Juan  Lopez. 

No.  67.  Legal  representatives  of  Pierre  and  Julien  Besson. 

No.  71.  Juan  Aldereta. 

No.  72.  Jean  Tomazean. 

No.  73.  Louis  Duran. 

This  work  disposed  of,  we  .shall  turn  our  attention  to  the  pre-emption  claims,  and  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  return  all  the  forfeited  claims  in  about  two  weeks. 

Among  these,  claims  are  found  to  the  number  of  forty  or  more  on  which  no  payments  appear  to  have  been 
made;  they  have  been,  consequently,  thus  marked  and  thrown  aside,  because  where  there  is  no  payment 
there  is  no  forfeiture.     If,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  make  any  return  of  these,  j^ou  will  please  direct  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

VALENTINE  KING. 

Hon.  George  Graham,  Gommisaioner  General  Land  Office,  Washmgton. 


Land  Office  at  Opelousas,  Stale  of  Louimana,  Ociober  1,  1825. 

The  undersigned,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  obedience  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  his  letter  of  September  7,  1824,  has  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  claims  for  lands  which  have  been  entered  at  this  office  pursuant  to  the  second  and 
fourth  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  approved  May  11,  1820. 

On  examination  of  these  claims,  the  plan  of  the  former  register,  (whose  duty  it  was  to  have  made 
these  reports  on  the  first  of  Januar_y,  1821,)  as  far  as  it  can  be  learned  from  the  small  progress  of  his 
work,  was  to  have  given  the  nature  of  his  claim,  with  the  documents  and  evidence  in  support  thereof,  in 
one  series;  and  his  remarks,  or  "his  opinion  of  the  credit  to  which  the  evidence  was  entitled,"  as  expressed 
in  the  act  of  Congress,  in  another. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  plan  has  not  been  pursued  in  the  following  reports,  for  reasons  that  will 
appear  very  obvious. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  this  district  in  tlieir  report  of  December  30,  1815, 
was  recommended  to  the  undersigned  by  the  Commissioner  of«the  General  Land  Office  in  his  letter  before 
alluded  to;  but  considering  the  nature  of  these  claims,  confined  to  grants  and  ordeis  of  surveij,  this  minute 
classification  was  considered  unnecessary,  and  the  simpler  mode  has  therefore  been  adopted  of  prefixing 
to  the  numbers  the  letters  A  and  B,  tlie  former  to  denote  a  favorable  report,  the  latter  the  contrary.  Some 
of  the  claims  have  been  reconnnended  for  reconsideration,  and  are  marked  in  the  recapitulation  with  the 
letter  R,  in  red  ink. 

A  No.  1.  John  Andrus  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  252  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  213.52 
American  acres,  to  wit:  six  arpents  in  front  by  forty-two  arpents  in  depth,  situated  in  the  quarter  of 
Belveu,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  about  three  leagues  from  the  church  of  Opelousas,  in  a  southwesterly 
direction;  bounded,  at  the  date  of  the  concession,  on  one  side  by  land  conceded  to  Lanuge  Bourge,  and  on 
the  other  side  by  land  of  one  Padion. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  that  is  to  say:  1st, 
the  requete  of  Joseph  Landry,  dated  February  27,  1778,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  tract  of  land  above 
described;  2d,  the  certificate  of  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  then  commandant  of  the  post  of  Opelousas  and 
Attakapas,  stating  that  the  land  solicited  was  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  dated  March  3,  1778,  to  which  is 
subjoined,  3dly,  the  concession  or  order  of  survey  by  Governor  de  Galvez,  ordering  the  commandant  to 
put  the  petitiimer  in  possession  of  the  land  solicited;  this  instrument  is  given  at  New  Orleans  under  the 
signature  of  the  governor.  Do  Galvez,  but  without  date;  4th,  the  certificate  of  the  same  commandant,  setting 
forth  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's  decree,  he  had  put  the  party  in  possession  of  the  land  solicited, 
and  fixed  his  boundaries  in  presence  of  the  neighbors,  whose  names  are  subscribed;  this  is  dated  at 
Opelousas,  June  2,  1778;  5th,  a  deed  of  obligation,  dated  at  Opelousas,  January  29,  1780,  by  which  Joseph 
Landry,  the  grantee,  promises  to  make  a  transfer  in  due  form,  after  tlie  titles  of  his  land  shall  have  been 
perfected,  to  Fabien  Richard,  in  exchange  for  other  land;  6th,  a  deed  of  sale  from  Fabien  Richard  to 
Baptiste  Grange,  dated  January  7,  1787 ;  7th,  a  deed  of  sale  from  Fabien  Landry  and  Jean  Baptiste  Grange 
to  David  Arkason,  dated  September  2,  1817;  and,  8th,  a  deed  of  sale  from  David  Arkason  to  the  claimant, 
dated  the  5th  October,  in  the  year  1818.  In  this  claim  the  signatures  of  the  governor  and  commandant, 
and  particularly  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  De  Clouet,  appear  to  "be  genuine,  and' there  is  no  doubt  tiiat  the 
documents  throughout  are  authentic,  and  entitled  to  the  fullest  credit.  From  the  best  information,  the 
land  has  been  occupied  for  near  forty  years.     The  confirmation  is  therefore  recommended. 

A  No.  2.  George  King,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  Simon  Taylor,  deceased,  claim  a  tract  of 
land  containing  three  tiiousand  two  hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  two  thousand  seven  hundred  aud 
eight  American  acres,  to  wit:  forty  arpents  in  front  on  the  Bayou  Boeux,  with  a  depth  of  forty  arpents 
on  each  side  of  said  bayou,  adjoining  on  the  upper  side  to  land  conceded  by  the  Spanish  government  to 
Jacques  Lafleur,  and  on  the  lower  side  to  vacant  land;  one  undivided  moiety  of  the  said  land  being  the 
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property  of  tlio  said  Georg-o  King,  and  the  other  that  of  the  h'gal  re|)rescnlali\-es  of  the  s.iid  Sinmn  Tavh>r, 
deceased. 

In  support  of  this  claim  tlio  following  documents  of  title  are  tihd:  1st.  a  i('(|uete  in  the  name  nf 
Laurent  Dupre,  dated  at  Opelou.sas,  Oetciher  -21),  171U,  for  tlie  tra<-t  (if  land  alM,\c  dcserilied;  to  which  is 
sulijiiined  an  order  of  survey  by  Governur  Miro,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  Ndvemlicr  '.i,  17111,  milering  the 
commandant  of  the  post  of  Opelousas  ti.i  put  the  iietitioner  in  possession  nf  the  land  snlicilrd,  with  no 
otlier  condition  than  that  it  shall  not  prejudice  any  other  person;  2d,  a  deed  of  sale  dul\-  cMciilid  miil 
authenticated  from  Laurent  Puiue  U>  Simnn  Taylor  for  the  entire  tract  (if  land  dcserilied,  d.itcd  Kcccmlier 
14,  1818;  3d,  a  deed  of  sale  from  the  said  Simen  'fayhir  to  (ieorge  King  lur  (Uic  undivideil  nmielv  (if  the 
said  tract,  dated  December  23,  ISLS. 

In  support  of  this  claim,  the  following-  oral  testinnuiy  has  been  adduced;  Ceneial  (iai'rigues  sworn 
and  examined  before  the  register,  saj-s  that  he  brought  from  the  city  (if  Nmv  Oilcans  the  urdcr  dl'survey 
or  concession  made  by  Governor  Miro  in  lavor  of  Laurent  Dupre;  that  he  re(-ci\-cd  it  IVcm  .Mr.  I'ian(;iii"s 
Thomequex  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1817  or  1818;  that  ilr.  Thomeciuex  itKpiired  of  dcpdnenl  if  he 
knew  such  a  man  in  Opelousas  as  Laurent  Dupre,  to  which  deponent  re))lying  in  tlu."  aflirnmtive,  the  said 
Thomeiiuex  said  he  had  found  a  concession  of  land  to  said  Dupre  among  the  private  pa|)ers  of  his,  the  saitl 
Thoinequex's,  deceased  father-indaw,  Mr.  Pedcsclaux,  formerly  a  notary  puldic  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
Deponent  says  that  he  knew  Mr.  Pedesclaux  in  his  capacity  of  notary  jiublic;  that  Laiu'ent  Duprii  requested 
him,  the  dejjonent,  to  search  for  the  paper  in  question,  knowing  that  it  must  havi.'  lieen  in  some  of  the 
public  offices  in  the  city;  that  he  iiKpiired  of  Mr.  F.  Duplessis,  with  wIk.iui  the  concession  was  said  to 
have  been  left;  that  said  Dujilessis  informed  deponent  he  had  said  concession,  among  others,  which  lie 
had  deposited  in  the  jn'oper  otliee  of  the  government,  or  land  de)iartnient.  The  deponent  then  searched  in 
all  the  offices  of  persons  whom  he  understood  had  been  notaries  under  the  S]ianish  government,  but  could 
never  find  the  concession  until  the  time  above  mentioned.  Deiionent  says  that  his  searches  had  always 
been  directed  among  the  public  papers  of  the  said  notaries,  and  was  informed  by  Mr.  Thomeiiuex  that'it 
■was  found  among  the  private  papers  of  the  said  notary  as  above  stated.  Deponent  says  that  since  the 
year  1805,  being  the  year  of  his  arrival  at  Opelousas,  and  at  that  time,  and  many  years  after,  a  surveyor 
for  the  United  States  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Briggs,  surveyor  general,  he  lias  often  heard  fromtlie 
said  Laurent  Dupre  and  the  inhabitants  that  he  had  a  title  for  the  land  in  (picstion,  but  that  it  had  been 
mislaid  in  New  Orleans;  that  he  had  alwaj'S  understood  the  Spanish  government  had  granted  a  tract  ul' 
land  to  each  of  the  three  brothers,  Jaoiues  Dupre,  Laurent  Duju'e,  and  Antoine  Du|)re;  the  lirst  being  the 
uppermost  tract,  that  of  Laiirent  Dupre  adjoining,  and  that  of  Antoine  the  next  below. 

Jacques  Dupre,  being  sworn  and  examined  before  the  register,  says  he  distinctly  recollects  that  the 
requetes  of  his  two  brothers,  Laurent  and  Antoine  Dupre,  were,  about  the  time  of  their  dates,  sent  by  Mr. 
Fran^'ois  Pitre,  sou.,  to  New  Orleans,  to  obtain  on  them  the  necessary  concession  from  the  govern(jr;  that, 
on  the  return  of  said  Pitre,  he  informed  this  deponent  that  he  had  loit  the  said  requetes  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Francois  Duplessis,  who  had  engaged  to  }niy  the  necessary  attention  to  them.  Dei)onent  further  says 
that,  some  time  afterwards,  going  to  New  Orleans,  he  was  requested  to  ask  for  the  said  concessions;  that 
on  his  arrival  in  the  city  he  applied  t<.i  Mr.  Duplessis,  who  expressed  surprise  at  learning  that  the  grants 
had  not  been  sent  up,  remarking  that  he  had  jjlaced  the  requetes  in  the  proper  office  without  delay,  to  be 
carried  into  grants;  that  he,  the  deponent,  then  inquired  at  the  land  offices,  but  that  the  ]iapcrs  could  not 
be  found  during  his  stay.  Deponent  being  asked  if  he  knew  why  the  certificate  of  the  commandant  or 
surveyor  had  not  been  obtained  to  the  requetes  in  question,  says  he  was  informed  bj-  Mr.  Piernass,  an 
attorney-at-law,  the  son  of  the  late  governor  at  Illinois,  that  it  was  not  necessary,  and  that  he  relied  on 
such  information  as  correct. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine  and  in  due  form,  except  the  usual  certificate 
of  the  commandant,  of  the  vacancy  of  the  land,  which  is  certainly  not  material  to  the  validity  of  the 
grant. 

The  testimonial  proof  ma}'  be  relied  upon  implicitly,  the  witnesses  who  have  deposed  being  gentle- 
men of  the  first  respectability. 

The  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  3.  Cyprien  Arceneau  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  720  superficial  arpents  of  land,  equal 
to  609.30  American  acres,  to  wit;  eighteen  arpents  in  front  bj-  forty  in  depth,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Vermilion  river,  in  Grand  Prairie  of  Attakapas,  at  the  extremity  of  the  depth  of  the  land 
■which  he  owns  by  purchase  on  the  Vermilion  river. 

in  support  ot  tliis  claim  the  following  documents  of  title,  given  as  copies  from  the  land  office  of  the 
eastern  district  of  Louisiana  by  Charles  Appe,  signing  as  clerk  and  translator  of  the  land  office,  have  been 
filed:  1st.  The  requete  for  the  land  in  question  by  the  claimant,  and  dated  March  6,  1801,  with  the  opinion 
of  the  fiscal  royal,  dated  May  20,  1802,  together  with  the  decree  of  the  intendant  general.  Morales,  dated 
June  2,  1802.  The  following  testimonial  proof  has  been  adduced  in  this  claim,  to  wit:  Edward  Prejean, 
sworn  and  examined  before  the  register,  hath  deposed  as  follows:  "That  he  is  thirty  years  of  age,  a  native 
of  Attakapas,  and  resides  within  less  than  two  miles  from  the  land  in  question;  that  it  is  within  his 
knowledge  that  the  claimant  has  occupied  and  cultivated  the  said  land  for  fifteen  or  eighteen  years;  that 
the  claimant,  from  the  earliest  recollection  of  deponent,  resided  on  the  front  tract,  of  which  the  land  in 
question  is  the  second  depth,  until  eight  or  nine  years  past,  when  he  built  on  the  tract  now  claimed, 
(meaning  the  westernmost  one,)  where  he  has  resided  ever  since:  that  the  claimant  is  also  a  native  of 
Attakapas,  and  about  thirty-six  years  of  age,  charged  with  the  support  of  a  wife  and  five  children. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  appears  to  have  used  due  diligence  to  obtain  the  original  document,  which 
is  the  basis  ot  his  title,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  original  title  pajier  does  exist  in  the  land  oflice  at  New 
Orleans. 

The  testimonial  proof  in  this  claim  is  very  credible,  and  the  claimant  himself  a  man  of  good  moral 
character. 

The  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation,  and,  in  this  event,  it  is  further  recommended 
that  the  sum  of  $253  87i-  be  refunded  to  the  claimant,  that  amount  having  been  paid  by  him  at  tins  office 
July  6,  1820,  by  virtue  of  the  5th  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  — ,  Isll,  and  revived  May  11, 
1820,  of  which  he  availed  himself  to  avoid  being  disturbe<l  in  his  possession, 

A  No.  4.  The  legal  representatives  of  Jean  Baptiste  ilelancon,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  claim  a 
tract  of  land  containing  240  superficial  arpents,  eipial  to  203.10  Amei-ican  acres,  to  wit:  six  arpents 
iu  front  ■with  forty  arpents  iu  depth,  situated  in  the   tirand   Prairie  (.if  Attaka^ias,  on  the  west  .side  of  the 
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river  Vermilion,  adjacent  to  and  back  of  a  tract  heretofore  conceded  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the 
said  Jean  Baptiste  Melaiioon. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  authenticated  copies  of  documents  under  the  hand  of  John  W. 
Gurlej-,  late  register  of  the  eastern  district  of  the  tiien  territory  of  Orleans,  have  been  filed,  that  is  to 
say:  Ist.  The  requete  of  Jean  Baptiste  ilelan^on,  dated  March  6,  1801,  soliciting  the  grant  of  the  tract 
of  land  above  described.  2d.  The  certificate  of  Louis  C.  de  Blanc,  commandant  of  the  post  of  Attakapas, 
of  the  same  date,  stating  that  the  land  petitioned  for  may  be  granted.  3d.  The  opinion  of  Gilbert  Leonard, 
dated  at  New  Orleans,  May  10,  1802,  to  which  is  subjoined,  4th,  the  order  of  the  intendant  general, 
Morales,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  said  }ietitioner  as  soon  as  the  petitioner  shall  have  forwarded  a  survey 
of  the  said  land. 

The  title  papers  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  in  the  usual  forms;  the  claimant  states  that  the  original 
having  been  refused  to  him,  he  could  only  file  copies.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  originals  do  exist 
in  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans. 

The  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

B  No.  6.  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  county  of  Opelousas,  as  the  agent  or  representative  of  Leon  Bertamy, 
claims  a  tract  of  land  of  2,400  superficial  arpcnts,  equal  to  2,031  American  acres,  to  wit:  thirty  arpents 
front  on  the  Bayou  Huft'puwer,  in  the  county  of  Opelousas,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents  on  both  sides 
of  the  said  bayou  In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed:  1st,  the 
requete  of  the  said  Leon  Bertamy,  dated  March  14,  1792,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  tr'act  of  land  above 
described;  to  which  is  subjoined,  2d,  a  certificate  dated  March  14,  1792,  stating  that  the  land  solicited 
was  of  his  Majesty's  domain,  with  the  signature  of  "Fran'co  Forstal"  subjoined  thereto;  and,  3d,  the 
concession  or  order  of  survey  by  Baron  de  Carondelet,  ordering  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  surveyor,  to  put  the 
party  in  possession  of  tiie  land  solicited,  and  dated  at  New  Orleans,  May  15,  1792.  "That  the  document 
on  which  this  claim  is  predicated  counterfeit,  almost  to  demonstration,  is  manifest.  The  register  believes 
it  to  be  counterfeit,  because  the  requete  and  the  order  of  survej'  annexed  to  it  are  both  in  a  handwriting 
which  he  knows  very  well  to  be  tiiat  of  a  Spaniard  who  was  in  this  ti->wn  two  or  three  years  past,  and, 
from  information,  is  believed  not  to  have  come  to  the  country,  certainh'  not  to  Opelousas,  until  long  since 
the  change  of  government;  because,  for  the  purpose  probably  of  changing  the  appearance  of  the  paper 
and  the  writing,  and  making  both  seem  as  ancient  as  their  date,  the  paper  had  been  so  completely  satu- 
rated by  the  application  of  some  saline  mixture  as  to  become  damp  whenever  the  atmosphere  was  liumid, 
so  much  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  wrap  it  in  several  folds  of  waste  paper  to  prevent  the  injury  of 
other  papers  in  the  bundle  in  which  it  was  filed,  until,  by  changing  these  envelopes,  the  efJect  has  in  a 
great  degree  been  counteracted;  because,  from  good  authority,  it  is  believed  that  the  bayou  called  Hufl- 
power,  where  this  land  is  claimed,  was  so  little  known,  and  the  lands  on  it  so  little  esteemed,  that  none 
of  them  were  granted  under  the  Spanish  government;  and  if  the  bayou  was  known,  it  was  not  by  the  name 
of  Hutipower  nor  of  'Ozjmi;'  as  it  is  written  in  the  requete,  but  by  that  of  'Sanrfacon;'  because,  although 
in  the  petition  or  requete  Leon  Bertamy  is  called  an  inhabitant  of  the  parish  of  Opelousas,  none  of  the 
present  inhabitants  of  Opelousas  ever  knew  the  man  or  any  family  of  that  name;  because  Opelousas  has 
at  no  time  been  known  as  a  parish  by  that  name,  liut  at  the  date  of  this  requete  was  called  the  jxist,  some- 
times the  district  of  Opelousas,  and  subsequently  the  county  of  Opelousas  and  parish  of  St.  Landry; 
because,  to  the  certificate  stating  the  land  solicited  was  of  the  King's  domain  the  name  of  Franc,  /'oj-estal 
is  aftixed  as  the  commandant  of  Opelousas,  when  it  is  well  known  that  no  such  person  was  ever  com- 
mandant of  Opelousas,  but  that  at  the  date  of  said  requete  Mr.  Nich.  Forstal  was  the  commandant;  and, 
lastly,  because  a  paper  has  been  presented  at  this  office,  in  the  same  hai^dwrilmg  of  the  one  under  consider- 
ation, purporting  to  be  an  order  of  survey  conceded  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  for  land  on  the  same 
bayou,  to  which  the  name  of  Balentine  Layssard  is  signed  instead  of  Valentine  Layssard,  who  was  at  that 
time  commandant  of  the  post  of  Rapides." 

The  loregoing  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  former  register  with  whom  these  claims  were 
filed,  he  having  reported  his  opinions  as  far  as  this  number.  It  appears,  indeed,  so  well  founded  and 
correct  that  it  has  been  adopted  entire,  and  the  claim  is  therefore  not  recommended  for  confirtnation. 

B  No.  6.  David  Caruthers,  of  the  county  of  Attakapas,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  420  super- 
ficial arpents,  equal  to  355.43  American  acres,  to  wit:  ten  arpents  in  front  with  forty-two  arpents  in  depth, 
situated  in  a  place  commonly  called  the  Grand  Prairie  of  Attakapas,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bayou  Ver- 
milion, bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  Pierre  Bernard's  part  of  the  same  original  tract.  In  support  of 
this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  that  is  to  say: 

1st.  The  requete  of  Amant  Prejean,  dated  November  27,  1776,  soliciting  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  of 
twelve  arpents  by  forty-two  arpents  in  depth.  2d.  The  certificate  of  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  then  com- 
mandant of  the  post  of  Opelousas  and  Attakapas,  stating  that  the  land  prayed  for  was  of  his  Majesty's 
domain,  dated  November  28,  177G.  3d.  The  order  of  survey  by  Governor  de  Galvez,  ordering  the  com- 
mandant to  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the  land  solicited,  dated  April  1, 1777.  4th.  The  commandant's 
certificate  stating  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's  order,  he  had  put  the  party  in  possession,  and 
fixed  the  boundaries  of  the  land  prayed  for,  in  presence  of  the  neighbors  whose  names  are  subscribed  to 
the  said  certificate,  dated  September  4,  1777.  5tli.  The  tjtle  in  form  to  Amant  Prejean,  the  petitioner,  dated 
at  New  Orleans,  March  5,  1778,  and  signed  by  Governor  de  Galvez.  6th.  An  extract  from  the  general  sale 
ot  the  property  of  the  said  Amant  Prejean' by  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  January  16,  1788,  whereby  the 
above-described  land  was  sold  to  William  Caruthers,  the  said  extract  being  signed  by  Francisco  y  Luengo 
Caso,  commandant  of  Attakapas,  and  dated  July  2,  1795.  7th.  A  plat  of  survey  of  the  above-described 
land^  by  Gosoulint,  dated  July  4,  1795.  8tli.  A  deed  of  sale  passed  before  Luengo  and  witnesses,  January 
2,  1796,  from  William  Caruthers  to  the  claimant  for  four  arpents  front  of  said  tract,  with  the  ordinary 
depth.  The  claimant  states  in  his  notice  that  he  will  produce  in  due  time  the  title  for  the  remaining  sis 
acres  which  he  claims.  In  this  claim  the  documents  are  no  doubt  authentic  and  genuine.  In  the  abstract 
of  patents  one  is  found  corresponding  with  that  filed  herein.  But  on  examining  the  claims  confirmed  by 
the  conmiissioners,  two  ar])ents  front  of  this  tract  are  fijund  to  be  confirmed  to  Pierre  Bernard,  and  the  . 
other  ten  arpents  now  claimed  are  found  confirmed  to  William  Caruthers  by  commissioners'  certificate  A 
No.  2122.     This,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

B  No.  7.  Gerard  and  Ilypulite  Chretien,  brothers,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  inheriting  from  their 
deceased  brother,  Pierre  Chretien,  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  thousand 'two  hundred  superficial 
arpents  equal  to  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eight  American  acres,  being  forty  arpents  front  on  the 
Bayou  Nezpique,  with  forty  arpents  in  depth  on  both  sides  of  said  bayou,  in  the  said  parish  of  St.  Landry, 
bounded  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  McNamara,  and  on  the  other  side  by  vacant  land. 
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111  support  of  this  claim  the  following  docuuionts  arc  lileil:  Lst.  A  title  in  form,  signeil  by  liornanlo  do 
Galvez,  dated  August  'IS,  1781,  to  Pierre  la  Cost  for  the  trartof  land  above  described,  'id.  A  deed  of  sale, 
dulv  executed  and  authenticated  from  John  (Iradnigo  to  the  aforesaid  I'ieire  Chretien,  dated  October  9, 
1806,  for  the  above  land.  od.  A  plat  of  survey  oi'  the  aliove-descrilxMl  land  by  William  Darby,  a  de[)uty 
surveyor  under  the  autlairity  of  the  United  States,  dated  August  'Iri,  1816. 

On  e.vamining  the  claims  ccuilirmed  by  the  commissioners,  thi.s  trad  is  found  to  lia\e  liecn  confirmed 
to  Pierre  Chretien  precisely  as  herein  descrilied  by  the  i-ertilicato  marked  .V  Ncj.  18S7.  It  is  therefore 
not  recomniended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  8.  Gerard  and  Hj-politc  Chretien,  brothers,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landi-y,  joint  heirs  of  Joseph 
Chretien,  deceased,  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  4S()  superiicial  arpeiits,  eipial  to  406  American  acres, 
being  twelve  arpents  front  by  i'orty  arpents  in  depth  lui  the  Bayou  i5ourbeau.\,  in  the  prairie  called  ;it  the 
date  of  the  concession  of  said  land,  "(irand  prairie,"  in  the  county  of  Opelousas. 

The  claimants  file  in  support  of  their  claim  the  following  documents:  1st.  A  requete  in  the  name  of 
Louis  St.  Germain,  dated  September  16,  17"6,  for  the  above-described  tract  of  land.  :id.  The  certificate  of 
approval  by  the  commandant,  the  Chevalier  de  ("louet,  dated  September  17,  1776.  iid.  The  order  of  survey 
by  Governor  de  Galvcz,  ordering  the  commandant  to  juit  the  petitioner  in  })ossession  of  the  land  solicited, 
and  dated  April  1,  1777.  4th.  The  certificate  of  the  same  commandant,  stating  that  he  had  put  the  peti- 
tioner in  possession  of  the  land  soliciteil,  dated  June  10,  1777.  5th.  The  patent  or  title  in  form  liy  Go\-ernor 
de  Galvez,  dated  July  9,  1777.     6th.  The  deed  of  sale  from  Louis  St.  Germain  to  Mr.  Chretien,  December 

1,  1781,  and  passed  liefore  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet  and  witnesses.  7th.  .V  plat  of  survey  of  the  said  tract 
uf  land  together  with  an  ailjoining  one,  dated  Ajiril  7,  171)3. 

The  documents  in  this  claim  seem  to  lie  g'cnuine,  and  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirnuition. 
As,  however,  the  family  of  the  elaiinants  is  large,  and  they  have  not  established  an  exclusive  heirship, 
the  register  recommends,  as  in  the  foregoing  claim,  that  the  eiinliruLation  sluiuld  be  in  the  names  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Chretien. 

A  No.  y.  Gerard  and  Ilyjiolite  Chretien,  In-others,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claim  a  tract  of  land 
containing  540  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  -JOo.lO  American  acres,  to  wit:  six  arpents  front  by  the  depth 
of  forty  arpents  on  the  Bayou  Bourbeaux,  in  the  prairie  called  at  the  date  of  the  concession  of  said  land 
Grand  prairie.  In  suppoi't  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  1st.  The 
requete  of  Louis  St.  Germain,  dated  June  17,  1777.  id.  The  certificate  of  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  com- 
mandant of  the   post  of  Opelousas,  stating   the   laud   above   described   to  be  of  the  domain,  date(l   July 

2,  1777.  3d.  The  concession  or  order  of  survey  by  Governor  de  Galvez,  ordering  the  conunandant  to  put 
the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the  land  prayed  for,  dated  July  21,  1778.  4th.  Certificate  of  saiue  I'oni- 
mandant,  stating  that  he  had  put  the  party  in  possession  of  the  said  land,  and  fixed  his  boundaries  in 
presence  of  a  neighbor,  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  said  certificate,  dated  at  Opehiusas,  Octi.ilier  26, 
1778.  5th.  The  patent  or  title  in  form  to  Louis  St.  (icrniain  for  the  said  described  tract  of  land,  dated  at 
New  Orleans,  June  23,  1781,  and  signed  bj-  CTOvernor  de  Galvez.  The  claimants  refer,  6thly,  to  a  deed  of 
sale  filed  in  their  claim  No.  8,  from  the  said  Louis  St.  Germain  to  Mr.  Chretien,  dated  December  7,  1781, 
and  passed  before  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet  and  witnesses,  and  likewise  to  a  [dat  of  survey  filed  'in  the 
said  last-mentioned  claim  of  said  tract  of  land,  dated  April  8,  1793. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  the  confirmation  is  therefore  recom- 
mended, and  for  the  same  reasons  as  in  the  preceding  claim,  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph 
Chretien. 

A  Xo.  10.  Gerard  and  Hypolite  Chretien,  brothers,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  heirs  of  the  deceased 
Joseph  Chretien,  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  1,600  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  about  1,354  acres 
American  measure,  being  for  forty  arpents  front  with  forty  arpents  in  depth  on  Bayou  Bourljeaux,  adjoining- 
other  land  of  the  claimant. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed:  1st.  The  requete  of  Joseph 
Chretien,  their  deceased  father,  dated  at  Opelousas,  July  20,  1774,  soliciting-  a  grant  of  the  tract  of  land 
above  described.  2d.  The  certificate  of  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  then  commandant  of  the  post  of  Opelousas 
and  Attakapas,  stating  that  the  laud  solicited  was  of  his  ilajesty's  domain,  and  that  the  said  Joseph 
Chretien  had  been  settled  on  it  three  months,  dated  July  22,  1774.  3d.  The  concession  or  order  of  survey 
by  CJovernor  de  Unzaga,  ordering  the  commandant  to  put  the  petitioner  in  ]iossession  of  the  land  solicited, 
and  to  fix  and  place  the  boundaries  thereof,  dated  January  19,  1776.  4th  The  certificate  of  the  same 
commandant,  setting  forth  tliat,  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's  decree,  he  had  put  the  petitioner  in  posses- 
sion of  the  land  solicited  in  presence  of  a  neighbor,  whose  name  is  subscribed,  dated  September  27,  1776. 
6th.  The  patent  or  title  inform  to  Joseph  Chretien  for  the  said  tract  of  land,  dated  at  New  Orleans, 
October  7,  1776,  and  signed  by  Governor  de  Unzaga.  6tli.  A  plat  of  survey  of  the  said  land  by  Clirist. 
Boiling,  dated  February  21,  1806. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  the  confirmation  is  therefore  recom- 
mended, and  for  the  same  reasons  as  in  claims  Nos.  7,  8,  and  9,  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  Chretien. 

A  No.  11.  Cierard  and  Hypolite  Chretien,  brothers,  and  joint  heirs  of  Joseph  Chretien,  late  of 
Opelousas,  deceased,  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  1,200  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  1,015^  acres, 
American  measure,  being  for  thirty  arpents  front  with  forty  arpents  in  depth  on  Bayou  Bourbeaux,  adjoining- 
other  land  of  the  claimants. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  -wit:  1st.  An  authenti- 
cated copy  of  a  requete  in  the  name  of  the  aforesaid  Josc)ih  Chretien  for  the  above-mentioned  tract  of 
land,  dated  April  24,  1802.  2d.  A  certificate  of  approval  of  the  same  date,  signed  by  Martin^  Duralde, 
then  commandant  of  the  post  of  Opelousas,  stating  that  the  land  solicited  was  of  his  JIajesty's  domain. 
3d.  The  proceedings  of  the  fiscal  royal  and  other  officers  under  the  S|>anish  goverimient  at  New  Orleans. 
4th.  The  decree  of^Morales,  then  int'eiidant  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  dated  October  7,  18U2,  granting 
the  said  land  as  solicited. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  the  confirmation  is  therefore  recom- 
mended, and  for  the  same  reasons  as  in  the  lu-eeediug  reports,  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  Chretien. 

A  No.  12.  Joseph  Young,  sr.,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  four 
hundred  superficial  arjients,  equal  to  al'out  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  onedialf  acres,  American^ 
measure,  being  for  ten  arpents  front  on  Bayou  Cannes,  in  the  said  parish  of  St.  Landry,  with  the  depth  of 
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forty  arpents,  bounded,  at  the  time  solicited,  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land.     The  following  documents  of 
title  have  been  filed  in  support  of  this  claim: 

1st.  The  requete  of  Pierre  Fontenot,  soliciting  the  above-described  land,  dated  at  Opelousas,  May  14, 
1180.  2d.  The  certificate  of  approval,  stating  that  the  land  solicited  was  of  the  domain,  and  signed  by 
the  commandant  of  Opelousas,  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  and  bearing  date  May  19,  1780.  3d.  The  order 
of  survey  or  concession  by  Governor  de  Galvez,  ordering  the  commandant  to  put  the  petitioner  in  posses- 
sion of  the  land  solicited,  and  dated  at  New  Orleans,  June  20,  1781.  4th.  A  deed  of  sale  of  the  above- 
described  land,  passed  belorc  George  King,  notary,  and  witnesses,  at  Opelousas,  December  21,  1820,  from 
one  William  llay  to  the  said  Joseph  Young,  sr.^  the  claimant;  in  which  deed  it  is  stated  that  Pierre 
Fontenot,  the  petitioner,  sold  the  said  land  to  Josepli  Ouachin,  who  sold  it  to  Robert  McKim,  and  by  him 
left  to  his  wife,  who  sold  the  same  to  the  said  William  Hay,  her  son-in-law,  the  aforesaid  sales  all  having 
been  made  bv  a  delivery  of  the  title  papers. 

Tiie  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be  genuine.  The  chain  of  title  being  defective  from  the 
original  claimant,  (the  sale  of  real  estate  in  Louisiana  requiring  an  act  before  a  notary  public  and 
witnesses.)  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation  in  the  name  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Pierre  Fontenot. 

A  No.  13.  The  legal  representatives  of  Alexander  de  ITIonie,  late  of  the  county  of  Attakapas,  claim 
a  tract  of  land  containing  two  thousand  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  and 
one-half  acres,  American  measure,  being  for  fifty  arpents  front  with  forty  in  depth,  situated  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Martin's,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Teclie;  bounded  on  the  upper  side  by  land  conceded  to 
Fusilier  de  la  Clair,  and  vacant  land,  and  on  the  lower  side  Iiy  the  land  of  Pierre  Nezat. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  that  is  to  saj-:  1st.  A  plat 
of  survey,  li^y  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  in  favor  of  Madame  Marie  Jeanne 
Caron,  widow  of  Joseph  Deville  de  Goutin,  stating  that  the  same  had  been  granted  to  her  by  the  order  of 
Governor  Miro,  dated  May  9,  1786,  and  likewise  by  the  patent  or  title  in  form  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
dated  May  24,  1792.  2d.  The  confirmation  of  the  above  grants  to  the  said  Marie  Jeanne  Caron,  widow  of 
Joseph  Deville  de  Goutin,  signed  by  ]y[orales  April  8,  1802.  3d.  A  deed  of  sale,  dated  July  30,  1802, 
passed  before  Antoine  N.  Broutin,  public  writer,  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  from  Charles  Jumon- 
ville  de  Villier  to  Alexander  de  I'Home,  in  which  sale  it  is  stated  that  the  said  Charles  Jumonville  de 
Villicr  had  acquired  the  same  by  purchase  from  the  grantee,  Marie  Jeanne  Caron,  widow  of  Joseph  de 
Villier. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be  genuine.  The  sale  from  the  original  grantee,  Caron, 
is  wanting;  but  in  the  deed  from  Charles  Jumonville  de  Villier,  before  the  notary  public  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  of  date  July  30,  1802,  mention  is  made  by  the  said  notary  that  the  said  Marie  Jeanne  Caron 
had  sold  the  laud  in  question  to  the  said  De  Villier  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  by  a  public  act  before 
the  same  notary.  The  undersigned  register  considers  this  a  sufficient  proof  of  sale  to  warrant  the  confirm- 
ation in  the  name  of  the  claimant,  wliieh  is  recommended  accordingly. 

A  No.  14.  The  legal  representatives  of  Alexander  de  I'Homc,  late  of  the  comity  of  Attakapas, 
deceased,  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  five  hundred  and  four  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  four  hundred 
and  twenty-six  and  one-half  acres,  American  measure,  being  for  twelve  arpents  front  with  forty-two  in 
depth,  situated  in  the  large  cove  of  the  Prairie  Gros  Chevreuil,  and  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  laud  of 
Fusilier  de  la  Clair,  and  on  the  other  by  the  land  of  Pierre  Nezat. 

The  f  )llowing  documents  of  title  have  been  filed  in  support  of  this  claim,  to  wit:  1st.  The  requete 
of  Jean  Dartes,  dated  August  24,  1775.  2d.  The  certificate  of  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  then  commandant 
of  the  post  of  Attakapas,  stating  that  the  land  solicited  and  above  described  was  of  his  Majestj''s  domain, 
dated  August  24,  1776.  3d.  The  concession  or  order  of  survey  by  Governor  de  Galvez,  ordering  the  com- 
mandant to  settle  the  petitioner  on  the  land  solicited,  to  wit:  twelve  arpents  front  with  forty-two  in  depth. 
4tli.  The  certificate  of  possession  by  Mr.  De  Clouet,  dated  November  8,  1777,  by  which  he  certifies  to  have 
measured  to  the  grantee  twelve  arpents  front  with  twenty  arpents  in  depth  in  the  woods,  and  twenty 
arpents  in  the  prairie. 

The  patent  in  form  by  the  said  Governor  de  Galvez,  dated  March  5,  1774,  conceding  the  said  twelve 
arpents  front  with  twenty  arpents  in  depth — which  word  "twenty"  the  claimants  contend  is  a  mistake, 
and  should  have  ht^fn  forty-two  to  embrace  the  quantity  expressed  in  the  first  concession  of  the  said 
governor,  or  yorii/ to  correspond  with  the  quantity  of  which  the  commandant  appears  to  have  put  the 
petitioner  in  p(.)ssession.  An  instrument  of  writing  signed  by  the  said  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  and  dated 
June  1.5,  1786,  whereby  Mr.  De  Clouet,  jr.,  confesses  to  have  transferred  the  titles  to  the  above-described 
land  to  his  cousin,  the  Chevalier  de  I'Home,  in  exchange  for  another  tract;  and  further,  that  he,  Mr.  De 
Clouet,  jr.,  became  the  proprietor  of  the  said  land  by  purchase  from  Mr.  Latiolais,  to  whom  it  was  sold  by 
the  petitioner,  Dartesse. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be  genuine;  and,  from  the  tenor  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ings, the  equitable  extent  of  the  claim  ought  to  be  twelve  by  forty  arpents.  The  requete  asks  for  the 
depth  (.if  forty-two  arpents.  The  actual  location  of  the  commandant,  in  presence  of  the  claimant  and  the 
adjoining  proprietors,  is  for  the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  viz:  twenty  in  the  woods  and  twenty  in  the 
prairie;  the  title  in  form  gives,  indeed,  but  twenty  arpents  in  depth,  but  the  mistake  might  have  very 
naturally  happeneil  from  the  hurry  incident  to  these  proceedings,  and  tlie  actual  subdivision  of  that  number 
of  acres  into  woods  and  prairies  in  the  return  of  the  commandant. 

The  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation  for  twelve  arpents  front  by  the  depth  of  forty 
arpents,  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Alexander  do  I'Home. 

A  No.  15.  The  legal  representatives  of  Anaclet  Broussard,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  deceased, 
claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  superficial  arpents,  equrd  to  270.80  acres, 
American  measure,  being  eight  arpents  in  front  with  forty  arpents  in  depth,  commencing  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  depth  of  the  land  of  the  late  Silvain  Broussard,  father  of  Anaclet,  whose  land  fronts  on  the 
river  Teche,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's.  In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have 
been  filed:  1st.  The  requete  of  Anaclet  Broussard,  dated  January  29,  1798,  praying  for  the  grant  of  the 
tract  of  land  above  described.  2d.  The  reference  by  the  commandant  of  Attakapas  to  the  surveyor,  Mr. 
Gonsolin,  dated  January  29,  1798.  3d.  The  certificate  of  Mr.  (ionsolin,  stating  that  the  above-mentioned 
land  is  vacant.  4th.  The  certificate  of  the  cominandant  of  Attakai.)as,  Louis  Le  Blanc,  dated  February  7, 
1798,  stating  that  no  objections  existed  to  the  lands  l.ieing  granted  to  the  petitioner.  5th.  The  concession 
or  order  of  survey  by  Governor  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  dated  October  24,  1798,  ordering  the  surveyor 
to  put  the  party  in  possession  of  tlie  land  solicited. 
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The  documents  of  title  in  this  ehiiiu  a|i|iear  to  l>e  ^-riiuiiic,  and  the  ehiiiii  is  therelnre  reeoiiniiciidcd 
for  coidiruuitiou. 

B  No.  10.  Tiio  lei;-al  re]iresentalives  of  Iji'liare  lialiiii,  of  tiie  purisli  of  St.  Martin's,  claim  a  tract  nf 
land  containini;'  four  liundiX'd  and  twenty  superlicial  arpcnts,  ciiiial  tn  Ijrifj.^T  .\meri<-an  acns,  in  wit:  tin 
arpents  in  front  witli  furty-two  ar|ient.s  in  depth,  in  tlie  (irand  I'lairic  df  .\tlal%a|ias,  ln.unilcil,  at  tlic  dale 
of  the  concession,  on  one  side  \>\  tlie  lands  of  doseiiii   Haliin,  anil  im  the  uihcr  ^-iih'  li\   the  l\in;i''s  dijujain. 

In  supiiort  of  this  claim  the  followinp;  docnnu'nt  of  title  has  liecn  lilcd,  thai  is  tn  say:  ,\n  autlicnti- 
cated  copy,  under  the  hand  of  Samuid  II.  Harper,  rep,'ister  id'  the  eastern  district,  (if  a  patent  nr  tilh'  in 
form  to  the  said  Ignace  Eubin,  g'ranting'  to  him  the  ahove-descrihed  land,  ilated  .March  o,  177S,  and  si^'neil 
by  Governor  de  (ialvez.  The  patent  mentioned  in  this  claim  cnrrcspcinils  with  ime  mi  the  alistrait  nf 
patents  certified  liy  the  register  at  New  Orleans  lor  the  use  nf  this  eriiee;  hut,  en  exaniinin,:.;-  tlu-  claims, 
this  is  fiuuid  to  have  been  eonth'uied  to  Thomas  ('aruthers  by  comiuissidiiers'  certiticate  NO.  I'olj.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  reeonnncuded  for  coidirinatiiui. 

A  No.  17.  The  legal  representatives  of  Sidomon  Aiidrus,  late  ni'  the   cnunty   ef  .\ttal;apas,  ileceaseil, 

claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty  supeilicial    arpents,  e.iual    lu .Vmeiicaii 

acres,  to  wit:  twelve  ari)ents  front  liy  ferty  arpents  in  depth,  at  a  place  caHed  (uand  Cnie,  in  saidc(mnly. 

The  following  documents  of  title  havi'  hei  n  tiled  in  suppoit  uf  this  <daim ;  The  reipic'le  nf  .-^..li  mjnn 
Andrus,  dated  April  6,  1795,  praying  fur  a  .grant  of  the  above-described  land;  ihe  (■(■rtiticale  el' apprii\al 
of  Franyois  Caso  y  Luengo,  the  commandant  of  Attakapas,  dated  .\pril  4,  171lo;  and  tlu,' i>i-der  ul  survey 
of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  dated  May  4,  1795,  granting  the  above-described  land  to  the  petitiunm'. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be  genuine,  and  the  claim  is  therefore  recommended  fur 
confirmation. 

A  No.  18.   The  legal  rei>resentatives  of  d.jseph  Carriere,  late    uf  thi'    cmiiity    nf  Attakapas,  deceased, 

claim  a  tract  oi'  land  containing  eight  hundred  superlicial  arjH'iits,  ci^ual  to American  acres,   te  wit: 

twenty  arpents  front  on  the  east  side  of  Vermilion  river,  in  the  parish  of  St.  ^Martin's,  by  the  depth  of 
fort}'  arpents;  bdunded  on  one  side  by  land  formerly  belong'in,g  to  Santiago  Fusilier.  The  claimants  have 
filed  in  support  of  this  claim  an  exemplification  from  the  records  of  the  register's  otlicc  at  New  Orleans,  of 
a  comidete  patent  in  favor  of  the  said  Josejih  Carriere,  made  and  granted  in  New  Orleans  on  June  23, 
1781,  by  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  then  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  for  the  above  described 
land,  and  which  is  found  to  correspond  with  the  extract  of  patents  in  this  office. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  it  is  therefore  reconnnended  for  confirma- 
tion. 

A  No.  19.  The  legal  representatives  of  Paul  Le  Blanc,  late  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  deceased, 
claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  two  thousand  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  l,ti92.o(i  American  acres,  to 
wit:  twenty-five  arpents  front  on  botli  banks  of  the  Bayou  Salle,  in  the  county  of  Attakapas,  with  the  depth 
of  forty  arpents  on  each  side  of  said  bayou.  In  sujiport  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title 
have  been  filed,  to  wit:  the  requete  of  Paul  Le  Blanc,  without  date,  soliciting  a  grant  of  tlie  above- 
mentioned  tract  of  land,  to  which  are  subjoined  certain  proceedings  and  decrees  of  the  cifficers  of  the  land 
department  tmder  the  Spanish  government,  to  wit:  Mr.  Louis  Charles  Le  Blanc,  conimandant  of  the  post 
of  Attakapas;  Pierre  Pedesclaux,  delegated  judge;  fJilberfo  Leonard,  the  fiscal  royal;  together  \\-ith  the 
order  of  survey  of  Mr.  Morales,  iutcndant  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  from  October 
30  to  November  8,  1802. 

The  following  testimonial  proof  has  been  adduced  in  this  claim: 

Before  me,  I'fiilogene  Favrot,  judge  of  tlie  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  State  of  Louisiana,  personally 
came  and  appeared  Armaud  Duplantier  and  Pierre  Favrot,  both  residing  in  the  State  aforesaid,  and,  alter 
being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  are  well  informed,  by  personal  knowledge,  that  Paul  Le  Blanc, 
late  an  officer  in  the  Spanish  service,  and  Do  Villcneuve  Le  Blanc,  Terence  Le  Blanc,  and  Octave  Le  Blanc, 
his  sons,  all  residing  within  the  State  aforesaid,  own  several  tracts  of  land  situated  on  the  Bayou  Salle,  in 
the  county  of  Attakapas;  that  the  said  Paul  Le  Blanc,  Villeneuve  Le  Blanc,  Terence  Le  Blanc,  and  Octave 
Le  Blanc  had  their  claims  to  said  tracts  of  land  in  the  oflice  of  Laveau  Trudeau,  late  surveyor  general  of 
the  province  of  Louisiana;  that,  both  under  the  Spanish  and  territorial  governments,  they  made  great 
exertions  to  get  said  claims  from  said  office,  but  could  not  get  them  owing  to  the  said  Laveau  Trudeau's 
bad  state  of  health;  that,  since  the  State  of  Louisiana  has  become  independank;  the  aforesaid  claimants 
could  not  get  said  claims,  as  the  said  State  of  Louisiana  had  made  no  provisions  for  the  purchase  of  said 
oflice  until  the  year  1818;  and  the  said  deponents  further  say  not. 

DUPLANTIER. 
FAVROT,  Fere. 

Signed  before  me  November  22,  1820. 

P.  11.  FAVROT,  r.  Judge. 

The  d(jcumeiits  of  title  in  the  foregoing  claim  appear  to  be  genuine.  Tlie  extraordinary  fact  mentioned 
by  the  witnesses,  of  the  purchase  of  the  oflice  of  the  late  surv<'yor  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana, 
is  actually  true.  The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  1818,  passed  an  act,  and  made  a  lai-ge 
appropriation  to  this  effect;  and  until  this  era  numerous  claimants  had  been  deprived  of  their  title  papers, 
which  should  have  been  transferred  among  the  essential  archives  to  the  succeeding  government.  This 
claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  20.  Octavio  Le  Blanc,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  2,000 
superficial  arpents,  equal  to  1,692.5(3  American  acres,  to  wit:  twenty-five  arpients  front  on  Bayou  Salle,  in 
the  county  of  Attakapas,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents  on  each  side  of  said  bayou. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  the  requete  of  the 
claimant,  without  date,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-mentioned  land,  to  wdiich  are  subjoined  certain 
proceedings  and  decrees  of  the  oflicers  of  the  land  department  under  the  Spanish  governmeut,  dated  at 
New  Orleans  from  October  30  to  November  8,  1802,  to  wit:  Mr.  Louis  Charfes  de  Blanc,  coiumandautof 
the  post  of  Attakapas;  Pierre  Pedesclaux,  delegated  judge;  Gilbert  Leonard,  fiscal  royal,  togethe,-  w-ith 
the  order  of  survey  signed  by  Morales,  intendant  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  at  the  dates  above  mentioned. 

The  testimonial  proof  is  the  same  in  this  as  in  the  preceding  claim,  (No.  19.)  The  documents  of  title 
appearing  to  be  genuine,  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  21.  Joseph  Le  Blanc,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  2,000 
superficial  arpents,  equal  to  1,692.56  American  acres,  to  wit:  tw-enty-five  arpents  on  both  sides  of  the 
Bayou  Salle,  in  the  county  of  Attakapas,  front  by  the  depth  of  forty  arpents. 
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Li  support  of  this  cLiim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  the  vequete  of  the 
claimant,  without  date,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  to  which  are  subjoined 
certain  proceedings  and  decrees  of  the  officers  of  the  land  department  under  the  Spanish  government, 
dated  at  New  Orleans,  from  October  30  to  November  8,  1802,  to  wit:  Mr.  Louis  Charles  De  Blanc,  com- 
mandant of  the  post  of  Attakapas;  Pierre  Pedesclaus,  delegated  judge;  Gilbert  Leonard,  fiscal  royal, 
together  with  the  order  of  survey  signed  by  Morales,  intendaut  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  at  the  above- 
mentioned  dates. 

The  testimonial  proof  is  the  same  in  this  as  in  the  preceding  claim,  (No.  19,)  and  the  di^cuments  of 
title  appearing  to  be  genuine,  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  22.  Terence  Le  Blanc,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Jean  Baptiste,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing 
2,000  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  1,092.56  American  acres,  to  wit:  twenty-five  arpents  front  on  both  sides 
of  the  Bayou  Salle,  in  the  county  of  Attakapas,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents. 

In  support  of  tills  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  the  rcquete  of  the 
claimant,  without  date,  praying  for  the  above-described  tract  of  laud,  to  which  are  subjoined  certain 
proceedings  and  decrees  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  land  department  under  the  Spanish  government,  dated  at 
New  Orleans,  from  October  30  to  November  8,  1802,  to  wit:  Mr.  Louis  C.  De  Blanc,  commandant  of  the 
post  of  Attakapas;  Pierre  Pedesclaux,  delegated  judge;  Gilbert  Leonard,  fiscal  royal;  together  with  the 
order  of  survey  to  the  claimant  signed  bj'  Mr.  Morales,  intendaut  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  at  the  dates 
above  menti(.ined. 

The  testimonial  proof  is  the  same  in  this  as  in  the  preceding  claim,  (No.  19;)  and  the  documents  of 
title  appearing  to  be  genuine,  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No  23.  Pierre  Favrot,  of  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  640 
sujjerficial  arpents,  equal  to  641.60  American  acres,  being  for  sixteen  arpents  front,  (or  the  quantity'  that 
may  be  found  between  the  lines  of  Pierre  Broussard  and  Rene  Trahan,  by  which  this  claim  is  limited,)  with 
the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  fronting  on  the  Bayou  Tortue  of  the  Vermilion,  being  part  of  an  ancient  patent 
or  title  in  form  from  the  Spanish  government  to  Bernard  Dautrieve,  conceded  by  Governor  de  Unzaga  on 
September  4,  1171.  The  aforesaid  patent  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  the  claimant  cannot  adduce  any 
original  document,  but  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  abstract  of  patents  for  the  evidence  of  the  patent  under 
which  he  claims. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  are  filed,  being  certified  copies  from  the  oiSce  of  the 
parish  judge  of  the  parish  of  San  Martin:  1st.  The  act  of  possession,  dated  December  8,  1770,  given  by 
the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  then  commandant  of  the  post  of  Attakapas,  to  Mr.  Dautrieve,  for  the  tract  of 
land  mentioned.  2d.  The  judicial  sale,  dated  December  9,  1775,  of  Mr.  Dautrieve's  property,  before  the 
Chevalier  de  Clouet  and  witnesses,  by  which  Madam  Dautrieve  became  the  purchaser  of  the  said  tract  of 
land.  3d.  A  sale  i)assed  before  the  Ciievalier  de  Clouet  and  witnesses,  from  Mr.  and  Madam  DegruLse, 
(the  late  widow  Dautrieve,)  to  the  claimant,  of  date  May  11,  1779,  of  the  land  first  above  described,  being 
part  of  the  tract  which  Madam  Degruise  purchased  at  the  said  judicial  sale  of  property  of  her  former 
husband,  Mr.  Dautrieve,  as  above  stated. 

On  referring  to  the  abstract  of  patents  in  this  office,  it  appears  that  there  was  a  complete  concession 
to  Bernard  Dautrieve,  of  the  date  mentioned  in  this  claim,  for  forty-two  arpents  front  on  the  Bayou  Teche, 
in  the  county  of  Attakapas,  by  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  arpents,  or  one  league  and  a  half, 
out  of  which  the  following  seem  to  have  been  confirmed  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  to  wit:  five 
arpents  front  on  the  west  or  right  bank  of  the  Teche,  to  extend  for  depth  to  the  Bayou  Tortue,  No.  1314; 
six  arpents  front  with  the  same  depth.  No.  1315;  six  arpents  front  with  the  depth  of  forty,  No.  1321; 
five  arpents  front  with  the  depth  of  forty,  No.  1322;  and  three  arpents  front  by  the  depth  of  forty,  No. 
1345;  making  a  front  of  twenty-five  arpents,  and  leaving  the  quantity  herein  claimed.  It  is  therefore 
recommended  for  confirmation. 

B  No  24.  Louis  Bertrand,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoclies,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  one 
league  square,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  Bayou  Nabenchas,  in  the  Bayou  Pierre  settlement,  in  the  said 
parish  of  Natcliitoclies. 

Ill  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  1st.  The  requete  of  Bazil 
Gagne,  dated  at  Bayou  Pierre,  September  3,  1804,  addressed  to  Don  Jose  Joachim  de  Ugarte,  commandant 
of  the  post  of  Nacogdoches,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land.  2d.  The  concesssion 
of  the  said  commandant,  dated  September  10,  1804,  granting  the  said  land  to  Jacintha  Gagne,  widow  of 
Jacques  tiaule,  and  sister  to  the  petitioner,  in  consideration  of  the  settlement  which  she  had  formed 
thereon.  3d.  A  receipt  from  Joseph  Manuel  do  Castro,  dated  Septeniber  17,  1804,  to  Bazil  (iagne,  for  the 
fees  of  ofirce  due,  on  giving  possession  of  said  land.  The  two  following  declarations  being  translations 
from  the  French  language,  are  also  filed  in  this  claim,  thoug~h  the  same  have  not  been  taken  under  the 
solemnity  of  an  oath. 

"  I  do  hereby  certify  that  for  ten  j'ears  last  past  Mr.  Louis  Bertrand  has  been  a  planter,  and  resided 
on  the  land  which  he  occupies,  without  any  hindrance.     Bayou  Pierre,  May  30,  1814. 

"MARCEL  DE  SOTO." 

"  I  do  hereby  certify  that  for  the  last  ten  years  Mr.  Louis  Bertrand  has  resided  on  the  land  which 
belongs  to  him  without  any  obstruction.     Bayou  Pierre,  May  30,  1814. 

"PIERRE  -LAFITTE." 

The  land  herein  claimed  is  no  doubt  situated  in  the  Neutral  Territory,  or  in  that  district  of  countrj' 
whose  jurisdiction  was  in  dispute  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  February  22,  1819;  it  therefore  could  have  no  place  in  these  reports.  But,  independent  of  this  circum- 
stance, the  claim,  considered  on  its  merits,  comes  in  a  very  questionable  shape.  The  claimant  makes  not 
even  an  apology  for  an  entire  want  of  proof  that  he  holds  legally  from  Jacintha  Gagne.  The  concession, 
too,  is  of  an  extraordinary'  kind;  the  original  demand  is  made  by  B.  Gagne;  the  concession  is  in  the  name 
of  another.  The  oral  testimony  seems,  also,  to  be  studiously  equivocal,  affording  no  sort  of  proof  that 
the  residence  of  which  it  speaks  was  on  the  land  claimed.  This  claim,  therefore,  could  not  be  recommended 
for  confirmation. 

A  No.  25.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  David  Smith,  late  of  the  county  of  Attakapas, 
deceased,  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  1,600  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  1,354  American  acres,  being 
for  twenty  arpents  in  front,  on  the  river  Teche,  with  forty  arpents  in  depth  on  both  sides  of  the  said  bayou. 
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between  tlie  island  ToL-liunne  and  the  woods  "  des  Yoclce"  bounded,  at  tlie  date  of  concession,  ou  one 
by  tlio  land  of  Frantyois  Boiittc,  and  ou  flie  <itlier  side  l)y  laud  u\'  llilaiir  iJoutli'. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following;  documents  of  title  arc  lilnl,  tn  wit :    I  si.  'I' he  ici|u<'ii'  nl'   .\iil..iiic 
Boutte   soliciting   a   grant   of  the  above-described  tract  nt  land,  dated   :i(  .\ttaka|i,'is,  .M:i\    1  d.   177".     'Jd. 
The  certilicate  of  approval,  stating  that  the  land  solicited  is  n\'  the  d..niain,  dated  .^eplemlier  -J,  1777,  and 
si"'ned  by  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  then  cunimandant  nf  the  post  ><[  .\llakapas.     :ld.  The  iprder  nl'  sni\i-v 
or  coucessiou  l)\'  (Joveruor  de  Galvez,  ordering  the  cdnuiiandant  In  pul  the  pelitiiuiei-  in  p.issessinn  ef  ihe 
laud   solicited,  tlated  at  New    Orleans,  February 'il'),  177s.     4th.  'I'he  certilicate  of  the  same  eiinniiamlant, 
stating  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's  onler,  lii'  had  ]>nt  the  said  .\ntoine  iMinlli-  in  pnssessiipn  ,.!'  tju' 
said  land,  and  li.\ed  the  bnnndari(.'s  in  jiresence  of  witnesses,  ihited  liecemlier  !!(>,  177^.     ."jih.  Tlie  piilenl, 
or  title  in  form  for  the  said  tract  of  land  to  the  petitioner,  dated  .March  2tl,  177'.i,  and  signi'd  liy  (iovernm- 
de  Galvcz.     Gth.  A  certilied  copy  under  the  signature  of  ,huncs  \\'hite,  parisli  jndge  of  the  .\ltnka|ias,  of 
a  power  of  attorney  from  .\ntoine  lioutti;  to  Francois  Ca'sar  l}outt(',  his  lirother,  whereliy  he  is  anthiai/.ed 
to   partition  the   above-described   tract  of  land  among  his  (the  grantee's)  children,  that  is  to  say:   iionis 
Hilaire  Bcjutte,  Francois  Zenon  Boutte,  Jean  Leon  Bouttc,  and  ^bideste  Boutti-,  wife  of  bonis  dudice;   the 
said   procuration    [lasseil    at   New   Orleans,  October  LS,  180(i,  before  Xarcisse  Broutin,  notary  ]inblic,  and 
witnesses.      7th.   A  certilied   copy  under  the   signature  of  James  Wliite,  parisli  judge  of  .Vttakapas,  of  a 
letter  from  Antoine  Boutti'  to  his  lirother,  Francois  C;esar  Boutti',  <lateil  at  Xcw  Orleans,  Ocloln'r  1  1.  Isiic, 
euclosiiig"  the  above  power  of  atti.irncy,  and  containing  jiarticular  instructions  to  the  said  Francois  ('.  P.outte 
respecting  the  above  partition.     .Sth.   An  act  (lassed  before;  James  \Vhilc,  parish  judge  of  the  Attakapas, 
dated   Au.ii'ust   2'J,  ISO",  whereby  Francois   Ca'sar    Boiilte  partil  ions  and  ilixides  the  said  land  among  the 
grantee's   children   above   named.     9th.  A  decil   of  sale   of  the  aliove-desciilied   land  from  llie  said  Limis 
liilaire  Boutte,  Marie  Modeste  Boutttj,  and  Louis  Juilice,  jr.,  to  David  .^niith,  passed  liel'oie  .bmies  White, 
parish  jud.ge  of  the  Attakapas,  April  21,  180.x,      10th.  The  opinion,  in  wiiting,  ilated  .\piil  :i,  ISll),  (,l'  fhi! 
late   commissioners  for   adjusting  land   claims   in  this  district,  anne.xeil  to  the  said  patent,  expressive  of 
their  belief  of  its  genuineness,  and  recommending  a  survey  of  \\u'  land  to  be  made  by  the  principal  de|inty 
surveyor,  the  time  for  enregistering  the  same  Vicing  elapsed. 

On  the  genuineness  of  this  claim  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  it  is  therefore  reconimi'iidi'd  fir  conlii'ma- 
tiou. 

A  No.  26.  Fierre  Sauve,  of  the  county  of  Attakapas,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  400  superficial 
arpents,  equal  to  338.50  American  acres,  to  wit:  ten  arpents  front  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Caimchin, 
at  its  junction  with  the  Bayou  Tortue,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpouts. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  fdeil,  to  wit:  1st.  The  reipiiHe, 
which  lias  been  defaced  and  torn,  but  which  appears  to  bo  by  Francois  tionsolin,  ibated  October  1,  1187, 
and  bearing  his  signature,  being  for  ten  arpents  front  by  forty  in  depth.  That  part  of  the  requcte  is  torn 
oil'  on  which  the  description  and  situation  of  tlic  land  should  have  lieen  written.  2d.  The  commaudaut's 
certilicate  entire,  dated  October  3,  1787,  in  the  handwriting  and  bearing  the  signature  of  the  Chevalier 
de  Clouet,  approving  the  request  of  the  petitioner,  and  certifying  that  the  land  is  vacant,  and  of  the  King's 
domain  3d.  So  much  of  the  order  of  survey  or  grant  under  the  sigmiture  of  Governor  Miro  as  would 
show  that  it  was  dated  some  day  in  June,  1788,  and  that  the  land  was  conceded  with  the  usual  conditions. 
The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be  genuine,  and  the  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for 
confirmation. 

A  No.  27.  John  Louis  and  Gros  Pierre,  acting  as  the  representatives,  and  two  principal  men  of  the 
Chetimaches  Indians,  claim,  in  behalf  of  the  said  nation,  a  tract  of  land,  of  which  their  nation  has  been  in 
possession,  and  which  they  have  occupied  and  cultivated  for  more  than  fifty  years  preceding  the  present 
date,  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  river  Teclii',  in  the  county  of  Attakapas  and  jiarish  of  St.  ilary,  having 
a  front  of  about  one  league  on  a  right  line  from  the-  upper  to  the  lower  limit;  bounded  on  the  iqiper  side 
by  a  large  live-oak,  standing  on  the  line  between  the  land  of  ^Madame  Widow  (Iregoire  rcllerin  and  the 
said  nation,  and  below  liy  land  conceded  to  Joseiih  Frevost,  aJiafi  Collet,  with  a  depth  not  absolutely 
defined,  but  which  the  said  nation  contends  could  not  have  been  short  of  forty  arpents  on  each  side  of  the 
said  river. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed:  1st.  An  act  dated  at  Xcw 
Orleans,  Juue  10,  1767,  under  the  signature  of  Mr.  Aubry,  then  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana 
under  the  Freuch  dynasty,  recognizing  the  Chetimaches  nation,  and  ordering  the  commandant  at  Mancdiec 
to  treat  their  chief  with  regard.  2d.  An  act  under  tlie  signature  of  Governor  de  Galvez,  dated  at  New 
Orleans,  September  14,  1777,  commanding  the  commandant  and  other  subjects  of  the  Spani.sh  government 
to  respect  the  rights  of  the  said  ludians  in  the  lands  which  they  occupied,  and  to  protect  them  in  the 
possession  thereof. 

The  claimants  make  known  that  they  do  not  at  jircsent  own  the  whole  of  the  lamls  within  the  liniits 
aforesaid.  That  they  only  retain  the  title  in  such  portion  thereof  as  has  not  been  sold  by  the  said  nation. 
That  the  sales  which  have  been  made  by  them  and  their  ancestors,  and  which  they  recognize  as  having 
been  made  in  good  faith,  and  fjr  full  and  valuable  considerations,  are  as  follows:  To  Mr.  Frederick 
Pelleriu  a  tract  of  thirty-five  arpents  front  ou  both  sides  of  the  river,  to  lie  taken  from  the  upper  boundary ;_ 
to  Mr.  Hj-acinthe  Bernard  thirty-three  arpents  front  on  both  sides  of  said  river,  twenty-three  ^arpents  ol 
which  to  be  taken  adjoining  on'  the  upiier  side  to  the  land  which  the  nation  has  S(jld  to  Mr.  F.  i'cllerin, 
aud  ten  arpents  adjoining  "below  to  lands  which  they  had  sold  to  Baptiste  Carmouche,  whose  chum  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  from  long  aud  subsequent  occuiuincy. 

The  following  testimonial  proof  has  been  adduced  in  this  claim:  Agricole  Fusilier  deposeth  that  "he 
is  fifty-three  years  of  age,  and  was  born  in  the  county  of  Attakapas,  where  he  has  resided  Irom  the  tune 
of  his"  birth;  that  from  his  earliest  recollection  the  Chetimache  Indians  have  resided  on  tlie  river  Teclie,  at 
the  pb-tce  where  they  have  claimed,  between  the  boundaries  of  the  land  of  the  Madame  W  ul  .w  Pelha-in  and 
the  laud  conceded  to  Joseph  Prevost;  that  the  rights  of  the  Indians  in  that  situation  and  on  both  si. hs  ot 
the  river  have  always  been  respected  by  the  Spanish  giivernment,  and  no  person  pcinutted  to  mterlere 
with  thembut  such  as  had  aciiuired  a  title  from  them  by  fair  purchase,  and  for  full  and  valuable  consideratujns. 
Frederick  Pellerin  deposeth  that  "he  is  in  his  fiftieth  year,  and  a  native  of  Attakapas,  where  he  has 
resided  constantly  from  his  birth;  that  he  has  known  the  Chetiiiiache  Indians  and  then- lands  Irom  Ins 
infancy,  and  that 'it  is  perfectly  within  his  knowlcdi;e  that  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Fusdier,  as  above  givcn,hs 
in  all  respects  true.''  ,       i  • 

The  claim  herein  alluded  to  as  conveyed  by  the  Indians  to  P>aptiste  C;irinouehe,  and  .•onliniied  to  inm 
hy  the  Uuitcd  States,  cannot  be  found,  and  consequeutly  the  extent  of  the  claim  cannot  be  exactly  aseeitaiiied. 

\oi..  n 63  c 


498  ,  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  490. 

It  appears  that  the  documents  herein  adduced  are  genuine,  and  equal  to  the  highest  order  of  grants, 
if  we  arc  to  credit  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Louis  C.  de  Blanc,  now  living  in  Attakapas,  and  enjoying  an 
unsullied  reputation,  who  was  lor  manj'  years  a  commandant,  civil  and  military,  first  for  the  post  of 
Natchitoches,  and  afterwards  of  Attakapas,  "  that  the  claims  of  Indians  were  always  recognized  by  the 
Spanish  government,  and  no  act  thereof  was  ever  considered  necessary  to  their  validity."  See  claim  No. 
1,  in  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  on  the  Opelousas  claims,  reported  April  C,  1815. 

This  claim  can  only  be  recognized  to  the  extent  of  one  league  square,  or  for  eighty  arpents  front  on 
both  sides  of  the  Bayoii  Teclie,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents  on  each  side.  The  confirmation  is  therefore 
recommended  for  that  quantity,  to  commence  at  the  live-oak  on  the  lower  boundary  of  Madame  Gregorie, 
AVidow  I'ellerin,  and  to  run  down  the  Techd,  for  quantity,  eighty  arpents,  and  to  include  the  land  herein 
recognized  by  the  claimants  to  have  been  sold  by  them,  viz.,  to  Mr.  Frederick  Pellerin  thirty-five  arpents 
front  on  both  sides  of  the  bayou;  to  ^[r.  Ilyacinthe  Bernard  thirty-three  arjients  front  on  both  sides  of  the 
baj'ou,  and  the  claim  of  Carmouche.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  the  claim  of  Hyacinthe  Bernard, 
herein  mentioned,  was  formerly  before  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  the  testimony  not  having  been 
sulHoient  tliey  reported  unfavorably  on  it  in  their  report  of  the  Attakapas  claims.  No.  14.  Tlie  additional 
testimony  heroin  ollered  has  induced  a  confirmatory  decision  in  recognizing  it  as  valid  in  the  present  claim. 

B  i\o.  28.  John  Tliompsim,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  six  thousand 
four  hundred  superficial  arpents  of  land,  to  wit:  eighty  ar|>ents  front  on  the  Bayou  Sansl'aron,  with  the 
depth  of  J'orty  arpents  on  both  sides  of  tiie  said  baj'ou,  to  l)e  taken  at  the  end  of  forty  arpents  from  Bayou 
Bo-'uf,  already  conceded. 

In  support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed:  1st.  The  requeto  of  Estevan 
Flores,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  November  11,  1191,  soliciting  the  land  as  above  described.  2d.  The  con- 
cession or  order  of  survey  by  Governor  Miro,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  November  26,  1791,  ordering  the 
surveyor  general  of  tlie  province,  Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  to  establish  the  petitioner  on  the  land  solicited. 
3d.  An  authenticated  copy  of  a  deed  of  sale  executed  before  Hugh  Lavergne,  esq.,  notary  public  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  dated  March  1.5,  1 820,  by  Estevan  Flores,  conveys  to  the  present  claimant  all  his  right  and  title 
in  the  tract  of  land  above  described. 

From  a  close  examination  of  thcrequete  and  order  of  survey  filed  in  this  claim,  there  are  very  strong- 
doubts  of  their  genuineness,  and  it  is  apprehended  that  the  gentleman  who  has  filed  them  has  been 
defrauded  by  the  grossest  counterfeits;  but  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  report  positively  against  it  without 
instituting  a  strict  inquiry,  and  as  this  inquiry  could  not  be  instituted  without  dela3'ing  the  exhibit  of 
these  claims  before  the  ensuing  Congress,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  further  time  be  given  by  the 
honorable  Congress,  that  a  full  examination  may  bo  had,  and  tiie  whole  testimony  be  incorporated  in  the 
report. 

A  No.  29.  The  legal  representatives  of  Bernardo  Paufaleim,  late  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  deceased, 
claim  a  tract  of  four  square  leagues  of  land  situate  about  twentj'  or  twenty-five  miles  in  a  northwesterly 
direction  from  the  village  of  Natchitoches,  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  at  a  place  called  Tapalcote, 
northwardly  from  a  rivulet  called  Tierra  Blanca;  its  boundaries  running  along  a  rivulet  called  Arroyo  del 
Durasno,  (the  ancient  name  of  Tapalcote  bayou,)  extending  two  leagues  to  the  westward  and  two  leagues 
to  the  southward,  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  lake  called  Spanish  lake. 

In  this  claim  the  claimants  file  the  following  documents  of  title,  to  wit:  a  concession  from  Don  Jose 
Joaquin  Ugarte,  then  governor  and  commandant  of  the  post  of  Nacogdoches,  dated  April  20,  1198,  granting 
the  above-described  land  to  the  said  Bernardo  Pantaloon. 

The  following  oral  testimony  has  likewise  been  adduced  in  this  claim:  Doctor  John  Sibley,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  tract  of  land  above  described;  that  it  is  within  liis 
knowledge  that  the  family  of  the  deceased,  Mr.  Pantaloon,  has  been  in  possession  thereof  since  the  year 
1804;  and  it  is  known  to  the  deponent  that  the  said  land  has  been  resiiectcd  as  their  property  ever  since 
that  date;  and  from  what  he  has  understood  in  the  i)arish,itis  well  known  that  the  land  has  been  occupied 
by  the   claimant  and  the  late  ilr.  Tolin  for  more  than   twenty  years  before  the  date  i:>f"  their  concession. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be  genuine,  and  the  evidence  of  Doctor  Sibley,  a  gentleman 
whose  declarations  may  be  relied  upon,  establishes  a  long  residence  on  the  land  claimed. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation  to  the  extent  of  one  league  square,  that  is  to  say,  having 
a  front  ol  eighty-fom-  arpents,  equal  to  seventy-six  American  acres,  on  the  bayou  or  rivulet  Arroyo  del 
Durasno,  with  the  same  depth,  to  include  the  settlement  nuide  by  the  family  of  the  deceased  Pantaloon  at 
and  since  the  year  1804. 

A  No.  30.  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  thousand 
six  hundred  arpents,  equal  to  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  and  a  half  American  acres,  to  wit: 
iorty  arpents  front  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  situated  about  seven  leagues  above  the  village  of 
Natchitoches,  on  the  road  to  Bayou  Pierre,  being  the  tract  of  land  formerly  occupied  by  Fran(,'ois  Morvant, 
and  which  he  acquired  from  the  Spanish  government.  The  claimant  refers  to  the  following  documents  filed 
111  a  claim.  No.  101,  entered  with  the  register  of  the  land  olfice  at  Opelousas,  in  the  name  of  John  and 
Edward  Bolin,  June  15,  1813,  to  wit:  a  concession  by  Don  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo,  then  lieutenant  governor 
and  commandant  at  Nacogdoches,  to  the  said  Fran(,'ois  iMorvant,  dated  October  10,  1199;  a  deed  of  sale 
duly  executed  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  judge  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches  January  10, 1810,  from  Maria 
Euphrosyne  Morvant,  daughter  and  heir  ol'  the  said  Francois,  to  the  aforesaid  John  and  Edward  Bolin; 
and  hath  filed  herewith  an  authentic  copy  of  a  deed  from  Patrick  Murphev,  sheritT  of  the  parish  of 
Natchitoches,  to  the  claimant,  dated  January  24,  1814,  by  which  he  has  acqiiired  all  the  right  and  title 
whicli  they,  the  said  J.  and  E.  Bolin,  had  in  tlie  tract  of  land  aforesaid. 

This  is  a  claim  presented  for  revision  under  the  4tli  section  of  the  act  by  virtue  of  which  these  claims 
have  been  entered.  It  has  heretofore  been  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  this  district,  in  their 
report  of  December  30,  1815,  under  the  No.  1100,  and  "in  class  8,  in  the  name  of  John  and  Edward  Bolin. 
It  was  there  rejected  on  two  grounds:  1st,  that  there  was  no  jiroof  of  occupancy;  and  2d,  that  the 
register  and  receiver  had  no  knowledge  of  the  governors  of  Texas,  its  laws,  jurisdiction,  &e.  On  referring 
to  the  evidence  of  "William  Ettridge,  taken  before  David  Chase,  as  justice  of  the  ]ieace  for  the  county  of 
Natchitoches,  August  30,  1815,  on  the  subject  of  this  claim,  and  of  record  in  this  oificc,  in  the  book  of 
evidence,  page  3(i3,  the  witness  states  that  he  knows  the  land  to  have  been  occupied  twenty-one  years 
previous  to  1815  (the  time  of  his  deposition)  by  the  original  grantee,  which  makes  the  occupancy  to  have 
existed  four  years  after  the  date  of  the  concession. 

On  the  subject  of  the  jiowers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  there  now 
remains  no  doubt,  since  the  register  and  receiver  of  this  district  held  their  late  session  at  Natchitoches  to 
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receive  and  report  on  the  claims  of  the  Neutral  Territory.  It  was  then  ostahlished,  liy  inconinix  <i  i  ililo 
testimony,  that  the  lieutenant  g-overnor  of  the  province  of  Texas  had  the  full  pnwci-  and  aullmiiiv  |o  }u:tki: 
coueessiims  of  the  domaiu  to  any  extent,  and  to  f;-ive  patents  and  consuiiinialc  nil  lilies. 

There  is  a  remaining-  dillieulty,  huwovei',  as  to  the  lirutcuinit  gn\ crnins  whu,  IV.nn  lime  |,,  lime 
exercised  jurisdiction  iu  the  provinee.  'J'h<>  nuici'ssidn  tiled  iu  this  elaim  has  nuiliin'^-,  Ii,,\ve\  ei-  in  its 
ajjpearance  to  induce  an  apprehension  that  it  is  net  .i;-einiiiie.  The  deed  l.\  the  sherill'  l.i  the  i-laiiiiant  is 
iu  due  form  and  authentic,  and,  the  whole  circunislanccs  considered,  the  rlaiin  is  reeonuiiend.-d  lor  eon- 
iirmation. 

A  No.  ol.  William  Moore,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  elairns  a  tract  of  al.onl  ei'jhiv  snperlirial 
arpents  of  laml,  to  wit:  two  ar|ieiits  IVont  with  I'oily  arpiiits  in  ileplli,  lieini;-  pail  of  a  Ira.t  of  land 
conceded  hy  an  order  of  survey,  under  the  si-'natiire  of  (Governor  \Lro,  dated  .\pril  Is^  HSii,  |o  .lolm 
Hernaiulez,  parts  of  the  said  tract  liein.L;-  conliriiied  hy  the  lioaid  of  eomniissioners,  hv  their  cerlificali's 
B  No.  2005  and  15  No.  2000;  the  tirst  to  the  heir  of  John  liureau,  the  other  to  Antoine  Anselin,  lieariii'.;- 
tiie  nuantity  aliove  c.x|)ressed,  and  to  wliieh  the  chtiinant  has  acquired  a  title  hy  n'g'ular  purchase;  in 
support  of  which  lie  hath  tiled  herewith  certilicd  e.xiracis  IVoni  the  records  in  the  olHce  of  (Jeorg-e  Ki'nu-, 
esq.,  parish  judge  at  Opelousas,  that  is  to  say:  1st.  A  deeil  of  sale,  dated  Felirnary  IT,  ISOI!,  fr(jm  Alherl 
Beausergeut  to  Antoine  llarceliu.  2d.  Deed  of  sale,  of  the  same  date,  from  Aliiert  lleausei-i;-enl  to  A'ilral. 
3d.  A  deed  of  sale,  dated  Septemlier  2o,  ISIO,  iVom  Paul  Vitral  to  the  claimant.  He  likewise  Mies  a  plat 
of  survey  representing-  the  part  hereby  claimed.  In  this  claim  the  lojlowin.--  oi-ai  testimony  has  heeii 
adduced,  that  is  to  say:  Jolm  I'ousouy,  heiug-  sw(jrn,  deiioseth  that  he  has,  for  thirl \--three  eonsecutixe 
years  preceding-  this  <latc,  resided  witliin  al)out  two  Iea,gues  of  the  laml  elaimed ;  that  he  is  perl'ectly 
acquainted  with  the  claim  of  Antoine  Anselin,  liolding  under  the  title  of  llernandi'/.,  and  has  ahvav's 
understood  that  between  that  elaim  and  the  land  held  liy  Antoine  Lacour,  ((7//«.-:  Kcgcst, )  a  free  ma?i  of 
color,  under  a  requete  in  his  own  name,  ami  also  under  a  purchase  of  the  claim  of  .Malbert  Sansfacon 
there  is  oue  common  line  or  limit;  that  the  title  of  the  said  Antoine  Anselin  is  iicrleetly  recogiuzed  in  the 
neighborhood  as  covering-  the  whole  of  the  land  to  Lacour's  boundarv. 

The  claimant,  for  further  explanation,  refers  to  the  record  of  tin'  aliove-mentioiicd  crimmissioiiers' 
certiticate,  and  also  to  the  record  of  the  order  of  survey. 

On  referring  to  the  two  claims  stated  to  have  been  part  of  the  same  original  .u'rant  under  «liit-h  the 
present  claimant  holds,  (B  No.  2005  and  B  No.  2006,)  they  are  stated  tu  be  each  a  luilf  >>l'  an  original  tract 
founded  on  an  order  (jf  survey  in  favor  of  Jean  Hernandez,  "for  tlic.  trad  lying  between  the  land  of  Louis 
Roman  de  Hafosse  and  Jean  B.  Malhebcrt,  (a/i'fts  Sansfacon,)  dated  April  18,  1T82,  under  the  siu-nature  of 
Miro,  then  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana.  If  these  conlirmations  are  correct,  it  follows  that  this 
claim  has  nothing-  to  sujiport  it;  added  to  this,  the  claimant  has  not  shown  that  the  title  of  these  two 
arpents  was  ever  conveyed  I'roni  the  original  grantee  to  his  vendees,  but  he  vouches  for  the  existence  of 
such  evidence;  lie  also  shows  by  a  sketch  from  the  surveyi:)r's  office  tliat  the  surveys  of  the  claims  under 
the  certiticates  2005  and  2000  leave  the  lu-ecise  quantity  which  he  claims;  and  as  the  principal  object  of 
Congress  iu  these  cases  must  be  to  disavow  any  title,  and  not  to  decide  between  the  contending  claims  of 
individuals — all  these  circumstances  considered,  together  with  the  oral  testimony  herein  adduced,  which 
is  entitled  to  credit,  this  claim  is  recommended  for  conlirination  in  the  name  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Jean  Hernandez,  and  subject  to  the  claims  aforesaid,  marked  B  Nos.  2005  and  2000. 

A  No.  32.  Teter  O'Connor,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing-  eight 
hundred  superficial  arpents,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  front  with  forty  arpents  in  depth,  equal  to  six  hnn- 
di-ed  and  seventj'-seven  American  acres,  situated  in  the  Prairie  Mamon,  fronting-  on  the  Bayou  Cane,  and 
commencing-  at  the  road  commonly  called  Don  Manuel's  road,  which  is  the  upi)er  limit  of  the  tract;  the 
place  being-  also  known  by  the  name  of  Point  du  Lac,  which  tract  of  land  was  conceded  by  the  Spanish 
government  of  Louisiana  to  the  claimant  in  the  year  1801,  but  the  title  papers  being-  accidentally 
destroyed  the  claimant  thinks  it  jn-oper  to  state  all  the  circumstances,  in  order  that  the  nature  and 
justice  of  his  claim  may  be  jierfectly  understood.  In  the  year  LSOI  the  claimant,  having  a  young-  and 
increasing-  family,  and  only  a  very  small  tract  of  land,  apyilied  in  the  usual  form  for  a  g-rant  for  the  above- 
described  tract.  His  petition  was  sanctioned  by  the  then  commandant  of  the  post  of  Opelousas,  Don 
Martin  Duralde,  on  the  surveyor's  certificate  that  the  laud  was  vacant;  and  some  time  afterwards  sent 
to  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  order  of  survey,  which  was  granted,  but,  owing  to 
untoward  circumstances,  the  papers  were  taken,  with  others,  to  Pensacola,  and  there  accidentally  burnt; 
that,  not  being-  able  to  recover  his  title  papers,  he,  the  claimant,  in  the  year  180(5,  entered  a  notice  of  his 
claim  for  the  said  land  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  under  that  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  which  gave  a  donation  to  settlers  having-  made  some  improvement  on  said  land  in  the  year 
1803;  but,  as  he  did  not  reside  there  on  the  20th  of  December  in  that  year,  his  claim  was  rejected  by  the 
board  of  commissioners.  The  claimant  further  states  that,  from  the  time  of  the  entry  until  the  rejection 
of  his  claim,  which  came  to  his  knowledge  some  time  in  the  year  1S14  or  1815,  he  paiil  State  or  territorial 
taxes  on  the  land,  and  a  part  of  the  time  taxes  to  the  Lhiited  States.  To  establish  the  most  material  and 
important  circumstances  herein  set  f(jrth,  the  claiinaut  has  filed  with  this  notice  the  following  doeument, 
bping-  an  extract  of  a  letter  iu  the  handwriting-  of  the  late  (xilbert  Leonard,  attorney  general  for  the  King- 
of  Siiain,  at  the  date  of  the  claimant's  application,  the  same  being-  addressed  to  Doctor  Theopliibis  fllnier, 
at  Opelousas,  and  in  the  iViUowing  words: 

"P.  S. — In  order  to  serve  Peter  Connor,  you  must  send  me  a  copy  in  the  manner  or  form  1  should 
make  out  my  certificate  or  declaraiion  in  his  favor;  it  must  mention  the  time  he  petitioned  iVir  the  land 
and  the  name  of  the  commandant  who  recommended  it.  I  recollect  it  was  granted  by  the  intendant,  but, 
for  want  of  applying  in  time  for  the  title,  it  was  taken  with  others  papers  to  Pensacola,  where  since  all 
the  arcliives  of  the  intendancy  were  burnt  by  accident.  The  land  was,  I  repeat,  granted  to  (Joiiiior  Ijy 
my  assent  or  consentment  as  attorney  general  then  for  his  Catholic  Majesty's  finance.  All  tlieS(.>  circum- 
stances, I  presume,  should  be  mentioned  in  my  declaration  or  certificate,  and  1  will  sign  and  swear  t(.i  it 
before  the  justice  of  the  peace." 

On  the  said  extract  is  the  following-  endorsement:  "Septendier  1,  1S20.  I  certify  that  the  within  is  a 
part  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  the  late  (rilbert  Leonard,  deceas(/d,  early  in  the  year  181(),  the 
remainder  of  the  letter  being-  private,  and,  in  nowise  touching-  the  subject,  was  torn  off 

'■TIIEO.  ELMER." 

The  following-  oral  testimony  is  filed  hy  the  said  claimants  :  John  Cornian,  ao-ed  thirty-eiarht  years, 
being-  sworn,  deposetli  that  he  distinctly  recollects  goin.g  in  company  with  Peter  O'Connor  and  Francois 
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Foiitenol  to  Mr.  Duraldc,  tlieii  commandant  of  the  post  of  Opelousas,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of 
October,  or  some  time  in  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  ISOl,  for  the  purpo.se  of  applying  for  hinds; 
that  the  .said  O'Connor  and  thi.s  deponent  applied  for  lands  adjoining  each  other  in  the  Prairie  Jlamon,  to 
front  on  the  Bayou  Cane,  and  the  deponent  distinctly  recollects  that  the  rcqviete  of  Mr.  O'Connor  was 
sanctioned  by  the  said  commandant  at  that  time  for  a  tract  of  twenty  arpents  front  with  the  ordinary 
depth,  taking-  for  the  upper  limit  of  the  said  tract  the  road  commonly  known  as  Don  Manuel's  road,  and 
thence  descending  the  bayou  for  tlu;  front.  The  deponent  is  the  more  confident  and  positive  as  to  the 
particular  location  and  (pnintity  of  land  because  of  an  agreement  between  the  deponent  and  the  said 
O'Connor  before  tiie  application  to  the  commandant  to  make  tiie  said  road  the  division  between  their 
respective  claims,  and  also  from  having  seen  and  read  tlie  said  requete,  at  the  house  of  Peter  O'Connor, 
after  it  had  received  the  C(iniin;uidant's  sanction,  and  before  it  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  the  gov- 
ernor's decree. 

This  claim  is  most  nn(juestionabIy  genuine,  and  the  evidence  entitled  to  perfect  credit;  it  is  therefore 
reconunended  lor  conlirniaticm 

A  No.  o3.  The  legal  representatives  of  the  widow  of  St.  Marc  Darby  and  the  representatives  of 
Lcjuis  de  la  Iloussaj-e  claim,  as  thi.'ir  jnint  and  undivided  property,  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  tiie  county 
of  Attakapas,  on  the  river  Techi:,  of  thirty  aqients  front,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  said  river,  being  one-half  of  a  tract  of  sixty  arpents  front,  with  the  depth  aforesaid,  which  was 
claimed  by  Edward  Forstall  as  executor  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  widow  of  Mr.  St.  !Marc  Darby. 

The  claimants  refer  to  the  late  board  of  commissioners'  reports,  No.  62,  by  wliich  it  will  be  seen  that 
only  one-half  of  their  claim  as  aforesaid  has  been  confirmed. 

This  is  a  claim  presented  for  the  revision  of  the  register,  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  by 
virtue  of  which  these  claims  have  been  entered.  On  referring  to  the  Attakapas  claims  reported  by  the 
commissioners  May  1,  18L5,  this  claim  is  found  to  have  been  recommended  for  confirmation,  under  the  No. 
02, /or  only  thirty  arpents  front,  by  the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

The  testimony  taken  therein  establishes  that  the  requete  and  order  of  survey  were  for  thirty  arpents 
front  on  each  hide  of  the  bayou;  that  for  the  accommodation  of  her  neighbors  the  grantee  consented  that 
her  survey  of  sixty  arpents  front  should  be  made  on  the  east  side  of  the  bayou;  that  in  pursuance  of  this 
agreement  the  surveyor  general,  Mr.  Laveau  Trudeau,  (an  officer  of  great  autliority  and  consideration 
under  the  Spanish  (iovernment,)  did  actually  make  the  location,  and  thus  returned  it.  It  does  not  appear 
that  this  act  was  ever  objected  to  iiy  the  Spanish  govenmient;  and,  under  the  circumstances,  the  commis- 
sioners rejected  one-half  of  the  claim  as  liaving  been  abandoned  by  the  grantee,  and  under  the  belief 
that  this  change  of  location  could  not  bo  made  l)y  the  party  and  the  surveyor  general.  But  this  was  an 
opinion  most  certainly  contrary  to  equity  and  justice.  The  object  of  the  present  govenmient  is  certainly 
to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  the  former;  and  as  it  does  appear  that  the  Spanish  government  did  actually 
divest  itself  of  2,400  superficial  arpents  of  the  domain;  that  from  a  spirit  (if  compromise  and  good  under- 
standing among  her  neiglibors,  and  not  from  any  unfair  attempts  to  defraud  the  govei-nment,  (for  a  front 
on  each  bank  is  much  preferable  to  the  present  location,)  the  grantee  consented  to  take  her  survey  entirely 
on  the  east  side  of  the  bayou;  that  the  survey  was  so  made  by  an  officer  of  high  rank,  and  acquiesced  in 
by  tiie  neiglibors  to  the  present  day,  as  appears  in  the  aforesaid  report  of  the  commissioners,  the  claim 
is  tlun-efore  recommended  for  confirmation  for  thirty  arpents  front  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bayou  Teche, 
as  prayed  for  by  the  claimants. 

A  No.  34.  The  legal  representatives  of  Louis  and  Alexander  de  la  Iloussaye  give  notice  that  they 
claim  sixteen  hundred  superficial  arpents  of  land,  equal  to  1,3541  American  acres,  situated  at  the  place 
called  Pause  Point,  on  the  river  Teche,  in  the  county  of  Attakapasv  The  claimants  refer  to  the  certificate 
of  the  late  board  of  commissioners.  No.  947,  and  to  the  documents  of  title  recorded  by  the  deputy  register 
for  the  county  of  Attakapas,  in  the  book  kept  by  him,  in  pages  104,  105,  and  106,  by  which  "it  will  be 
seen  that  their  claim,  under  a  concession  from  the  Spanish  government  to  the  late  Mr.  Paul  Augustin  le 
Peltier  Chevalier  do  la  Uoussaj'c,  was  forty  arpents  front,  by  "the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  on  each  side  of  the 
river  Teche,  making  a  superficial  quantity  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  arpents,  equal  to  2,708.10 
American  acres;  whereas,  by  the  certificate  above  referred  to,  there  has  been  confirmed  to  the  claimants' 
father,  the  late  Mr.  Louis  de  la  Houssaye,  so  much  of  their  title  only  as  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Teclic',  to  wit:  1,600  superficial  arpents.  The  object,  therefore,  of  the  present  claimants  is  to  bring  before 
the  Congress  of  the  LTnited  States  the  aforesaid  claim. 

On  examination  of  the  documents  as  referred  to  in  this  claim,  it  appears  that  there  was  an  error  as 
herein  expressed,  and  that  tlie  order  of  survey  is  for  forty  arpents  front  on  each  side  of  the  Bayou  Teche, 
with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents. 

It  is  tiieretore  recommended  for  confirmation,  as  prayed  for,  in  conformity  to  the  ancient  survey  found 
of  record. 

B  No.  35.  Celestin  Lavergne,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landrj-,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  eight 
hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  607  American  acres,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  front,  with  forty  arpents  in 
depth,  situated  in  the  Grand  Prairie  of  Bellair  Pontenot,  and  bounded,  at  the  date  of  the  concession,  on 
one  side  by  the  land  of  Joseph  Boisdore,  and  on  the  other  by  that  of  Louis  Veillon.  In  this  claim  the 
following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  1st.  The  requete  of  Valerie  Boisdore,  soliciting  the 
tract  above  described,  dated  at  Opelousas,  June  21,  1788.  2d.  The  certificate  of  the  commandant,  Mr. 
Forstall,  stating  that  the  land  solicited  is  not  of  the  domain.  3d.  The  concession  or  order  of  survey  by 
Governor  Miro,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  July  2,  1788,  conceding,  with  the  usual  conditions,  the  land  as 
solicited;  subjoined  to  which  order  of  surv'ey  is  a  transfer  of  "the  said  land  signed  by  Valerie  Boisdore, 
the  grantee,  to  Joseph  Petit.  4th.  An  authenticated  copy  of  a  deed  of  sale,  passed  before  Philip  Pedes- 
claux,  notary  jinblic  at  New  Orleans,  bearing  date  August  6,  1818,  from  the  above-named  Valerie  Boisdore 
to  the  claimant,  represented  by  his  agent  Valerie  Nicholas,  transferring  the  above  land. 

From  close  examination  of  the  requete  and  order  of  survey  filed  in  this  cluim,  there  are  very  strong 
doubts  of  their  genuineness,  and  it  is  apprehended  that  the  gentleman  who  lias  filed  them  has  been  defrauded 
by  the  g-rossest  counterfeits;  but  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  report  positively  against  it  without  instituting 
a  strict  inquiry,  and  as  tliis  inquiry  could  not  be  instituted  without  delaying  the  exhibit  of  these  claims 
before  the  ensuing  Congress,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  further  time  be  given  by  Congress,  that 
a  lull  e.xannnation  may  be  had,  and  the  whole  testimony  be  incorporated  in  the  report. 

B  No.  36.  John  Thompson,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  three 
thousand  two  hundred  superficial  arpents  of  land,  equal  to  2,708.9  American  acres,  to  wit:  forty  arpents 
front  on  the  Bayou  Boini',  in  the  county  (formerly  post)  of  Opelousas,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents  on 
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each  side  of  said  bayoti.  In  suppnrt  of  tiiis  claim  tlio  fiill(i\viii;_;-  ilociiinciitw  of  title  liavo  liccn  lilc(l.  |.i 
wit:  Lst.  The  reqiii'te  of  Foriliio  Meiuloza,  dated  at  New  (Irleaiis,  .liil\-  '.i.  17'.M,  sulieitiii;;-  a  "rani  i.f  ilir 
above-described  lands,  'id.  The  eoucession  or  order  of  siuvey  by  (iuveriior  Mii-o,  dated  alsn  al  New- 
Orleans,  July  Ui,  IT'Jl.  :!il.  A  deed  of  sale  iif  said  lands  frnni  the  said  I'uribio  Menihi/.a  to  the'  elainianl, 
executed  before  John  Lind,  esq.,  then  a  notary  jiulilic  in  llu'  city  of  New  Orleans,  dated  February  24,  ISI'.t. 

From  a  close  examination  of  the  reciui'tc  and  ordei-  nf  survey  tiled  in  this  claim,  tin-re  are  very  strong- 
doubts  of  their  n-enuincucss,  and  it  is  apprehended  that  the  ,L;'entleinan  who  has  lileil  lla-m  lias  been  defrauded 
by  the  gTOSsest  counterfeits;  but  as  it  wouM  be  unjust  to  report  positivi-ly  a.uainst  it  withmit  instit  lit  in-- 
a  strict  iiiijuirj',  and  as  this  iinpiiry  ci>uld  imt  bi-  instituted  w  illi.ait  delaying  the  e.xliibil  nl  tlie,-.e  i-laiins 
betbrc  the  ensuing-  Gong-ress,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  furtlu-r  time  be  g-i\-en  by  the  hnnnralile 
Congress,  that  a  full  examination  may  be  had,  and  the  whole  testimony  be  incor]iorated  in  the  n-purt. 

Note. — Since  the  undersi.<;-ued  has  taken  np  the  consideration  of  this  claim  testimony  has  been 
furnished  to  establish  the  genuineness  of  this  .grant;  liut  as  the  undersigned  docs  not  concei\-e  himself 
authorized  to  take  into  consideration  any  e^vidence  or  documents  which  were  not  furnished  jirevious  to 
December  31,  1820,  it  has  been  disregarded.  At  the  urgent  solicitation,  however,  of  the  interested  the 
substance  of  this  testimony  has  been  presented,  viz:  "Jiiseph  Fernandez  says,  under  oath,  that  four  or 
five  years  before  the  change  of  the  Spanish  government  he  knew  a  man  named  Foribio  Mendoza,  who  was 
then  a  corjioral  in  the  Louisiana  regiment;  that  he  knows  he  had  obtaiiieil  a  cuiiccssion  of  a  tract  of  hind 
on  Bayou  Bteuf;  that  the  said  Mendoza,  after  having-  left  Louisiana  abmit  the  chan,ge  of  government  tn 
the  United  States,  returned  some  years  ago  to  sell  his  land;  that  smiie  time  after  his  return  h(>  infoi-med 
the  deponent  that  he  had  sold  it  to  a  man  named  Thompson;  and  that  a  few  days  after  he,  the  said 
Mendoza,  set  out  for  Havana '' 

"Joseph  A.  Silva  says,  on  oath,  that  during  the  Spanish  government  in  ITlU,  Id  his  knowledge, 
Foribio  ^Mendoza,  fornu-rly  a  corporal  in  the  Louisiana  regiment,  obtained  a  concession  for  a  tract  of  land 
situatetl  on  Bayou  Bieuf  having  forty  arpents  in  front,  on  each  side  of  the  said  bayou,  by  the  dejith  of 
fort}'  arpents;  that  the  said  Mendoza  left  the  country  immediately  after  the  change  of  government  to  the 
French,  and  returned  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  181'J  to  Louisiana;  some  time-  after  his  arrival  he  told 
the  deponent  that  he  wished  to  sell  all  his  lands,  (that  is,  all  the  concession;)  some  days  afterwards  he 
set  out  for  Havana,  after  having  said  that  he  had  sold  the  land.''  A  man  by  the  name  of  Mathias  Cordon 
certifies  that,  in  1790,  ho  knew  Joseph  A.  Silva,  at  tliat  time  a  soldier  of  the  Louisiana  reg-iment,  and  that 
his  good  conduct  and  probity  had  induced  his  superior  officers  (scs  chr/'s)  to  give  him  u  certificate  to 
enable  him  to  gain  a  livelihood,  fjMur  luifacilifer  a,  gagner  sa  vie. ) 

Considering  that  this  evidence  has  been  taken  entirely  ex  parte,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  under- 
signed; that  the  witnesses  reside  at  a  great  distance,  and  the  failure  of  testimony  to  establish  their 
veracity,  it  is  thought  nnadvisable  to  make  any  change  in  the  repi.u-t. 

B  No.  37.  Stephen  Tippet,  sen.,  of  the  jiarish  of  Kapides,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  six  hundred 
superficial  arpents,  eipial  to  507.57  American  acres,  to  wit:  fifteen  arpents  in  front,  with  forty  arpents  in 
depth,  to  be  taken  on  anj'  vacant  lands  in  the  counties  of  Attakapas  or  Opelousas. 

The  claimant  has  filed  in  this  claim  a  requete  addressed  to  the  Spanish  government  August  20,  170(>, 
soliciting-  a  g-rant  of  the  above  quantity  of  land;  to  which  is  annexed  the  decree  of  the  Baron  de  Carou- 
delet,  dated  September  21,  179(5,  conceding  the  above-described  land  for  either  of  the  above-mentioned 
counties. 

The  concession  in  this  claim  is  not  in  the  nsual  fornr,  it  being-  merely  stated  in  the  margin  of  the 
reqnete,  "  conceded  for  Attakajias  or  Opelousas,"  with  the  signature  of  the  Baron  do  Carondclet. 

The  undersigned  is  rather  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  aliove  concession  is  genuine,  and  had,  in 
the  first  instance,  recommended  its  confirmation;  but  possessing- such  immense  advantages  of  location, 
and  being  unaccompanied  by  any  testimonial  or  other  proof  why  its  pn.'scntation  has  been  thus  long- 
delayed,  or  even  any  remark  to  that  effect  by  the  claimant  in  his  notice,  it  has  been  thought  most  prudent 
to  postpone  it,  among  other  claims  in  this  report,  for  further  proof;  and  its  reconsiileration  is  recommended 
accordingly. 

A  No.  38.  Valerie  Martin,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  -400  super- 
ficial arpents,  equal  to  338^  American  acres,  being  for  ten  arpents  front,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Teche,  with  the  deptli  of  forty  arpents,  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  the  land  of  Fran.  Moreau,  and  on 
the  upper  side  by  the  land  of  Henry  Ilebert,  being  part  of  a  tract  formerly  conccdtMl  by  the  Spanish 
g-ovcrnment  to  Jean  Francois  Ledi',  sold  ly  his  testamentary  executor,  Mr.  Solomon  Malines,  as  appears 
by  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  judicial  sale  filed  in  this  claim,  and  dated  March  14,  178(i,  at  which 
Claude  Martin,  the  father  of  the  claimant,  became  the  purchaser  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land, 
as  well  as  of  other  portions  of  the  said  grant,  as  is  established  by  the  receipt  of  the  said  executor  to 
the  said  Claude  Martin,  dated  January  22,  1787,  an  authenticated  copy  of  which  is  likewise  filed  in  the 
said  claim. 

The  claimant  hath  referred  to  the  abstract  from  complete  patents  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  the 
land  office,  by  which  it  is  seen  that  the  land  in  question  was  conceded  to  the  said  Jean  Francois  Lede 
February  14,  1769;  he  also  refers  to  the  testimony  of  Pierre  Broussard,  given  xVu.gust  5,  1812,  before  the 
board  of  commissioners,  in  the  claim  of  the  widow  of  the  said  Claude  Martin,  and  to  the  testimony  taken 
August  6,  1812,  in  the  claim  of  John  Charles  Dugas,  to  establish  the  grant  of  the  said  Ledr>,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  accidentally  burnt. 

This  claim  appears  to  be  just;  the  confirmation  is  therefore  recommended. 

A  No.  39.  The  legal  representatives  of  Claude  Martin,  of  the  parish  of  St.  ilartin's,  claim  a  tract  of 
land  containing  888  American  acres,  having-  a  front  of  ten  arpents,  to  be  taken  at  the  extremity  ot  forty 
arpents  from  the  right  bank  of  the  riverTeclu-,  at  the  back  of  land  claimed  by  Valerie  Martin,  and 
extending-  thence,  for  depth,  to  the  river  Vermilion,  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  Pierre  Broussard's  land, 
and  on  the  southeast  by  land  of  Fran9ois  Moreau;  which  tract  of  land  the  said  Clatide  Martin  aciiuired 
by  purchase  from  the  testamentary  executor  of  Francois  Ledi'. 

The  claimants  have  referred"to  documents  filed'in  the  claim  of  Vah-rie  Martin,  No.  38,  to  establish 
their  title  and  the  former  existence  of  the  grant  to  Jean  Francois  Lede. 

This  claim  appears  to  be  just,  and  the  confirmation  is  therefore  reconnuended. 

A  No.  40.  The  legal  representatives  of  Luke  Collins,  late  of  the  county  of  Opelousas,  deceased,  claim 
a  tract  of  land  of  ten  arpents  front  on  the  river  Teclu',  in  the  Petit  Bois,  with  the  dejith  that  may  be 
found  without  entering  into  the  Prairie  Basse,  to  be  taken  from  the  boundary  of  Luke  (Collins,  fatlier  of 
the  deceased   Luke  Collins,  and  adjoining-  on  the  lower  side  to  puldic  land.     In  support  of  this  cliiim  the 
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followin;?  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  the  rcquetc  of  the  said  Luke  Collins,  dated  at  Ope- 
lousas,  July  11,  nSf),  soliciting"  a  grant  of  the  above-described  land;  2d,  the  certificate  ot  the  Chevalier 
de  Clo'uet,  then  cominaudant  of  the  po.st  of  Opelousas,  dated  July  12,  118(5,  approving-  ot  the  said  requete; 
iid,  the  concession  or  order  of  survey  signed  liy  Goverimr  Miro,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  October  6,  1786, 
concedino-  the  above-described  land  to  the  said  Luke  Collins  with  the  usual  conditions. 

The  claimants  have  stated  that  this  claim  must  have  been  entered  by  their  deceased  father  in  his 
lifetime  and  have  referred  to  the  record  book,  No.  4,  page  63,  in  the  register's  office  for  the  record  of  the 
above  requete  and  order  of  survey  under  which  they  hold,  which  document  is  in  the  possession  of  thera, 
the  said  claimants,  without  their' being  able  to  account  for  its  being  delivered  to  them  without  any  cer- 
tificate having  issued  in  confirmation  of  the  claim,  or  any  report  having  been  made  on  it,  unless  the 
words  written  on  the  back  of  the  said  order  of  survey  "  conlirnied  August  28,  1809,"  may  have  been 
considered  a  confirmation  of  the  claim,  which  they  have  again  submitted,  in  order  that  it  may  receive  from 
the  government  a  legal  confirmation. 

"This  claim  appears  to  be  just,  and  the  confirmation  is  therefore  recommended. 

B  No.  41.  John  Jose  Caradine,  of  Adams  county.  State  of  Mississippi,  claims  a  tract  of  five  hundred 
superficial  arpents  of  land  situated  on  the  Bayou  Sansfa9on,  in  the  parisli  of  Avoyelles,  near  the  Bayou 
Kouge.  The  claimant  hath  fihnl  in  this  claim  a  requete,  to  which  his  own  signature  is  affixed,  dated  at 
Natchez,  February  16,  17117,  and  directed  to  the  commandant  general  of  the  province  of  Louisiana. 

The  reference  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to  the  governor  at  Natchez,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  March 
2,  1797,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  decree  of  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  governor  of  the  Natchez  district, 
dated  at  Natchez,  April  2,  1797,  conceding  to  the  petitioner  five  hundred  arpents  of  laud  at  the  place 
menticmed  in  a  certificate  of  the  surveyor,  which  has  been  lost;  and,  to  establish  that  the  same  did  exist, 
the  claimant  hath  filed  an  afiidavit,  taken  before  Samuel  Thornbcrry,  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Tiiis  claim  was  originally  recommended  for  confirmation,  but  there  existing  some  doubt  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  titles,  it  is  liow  thought  most  prudent  to  postpone  it,  among  other  claims  in  this  report, 
I'or  further  proof,  and  its  reconsideration  is  recommended  accordingly. 

A  No.  42.  The  legal  representatives  of  Eeuben  Dyer  claim  a  tract  of  one  thousand  arpents  of  land, 
equal  to  846.25  American  acres,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Bccuf,  near  the  Bayou  Sansfavon.  In  this 
claim  the  following  documents  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  an  autlienticated  translation  from  the  office  of  the 
keeper  and  translator  of  the  Spanish  records  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  of  the  requete  of  the  said  Reuben 
Dyer,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  January  18,  1799,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  decree  of  the  governor,  Gayoso, 
of  the  same  date,  conceding  the  quantity  of  land  above  claimed,  all  certified  by  David  Harper,  keeper  of 
the  said  records,  by  his  certificate,  dated  January  14,  1818.  The  claimants  have  likewise  filed  a  certifi- 
cate of  Governor  Holmes,  stating  that  the  said  Harper  was,  at  the  date  of  the  last-mentioned  certificate, 
keeper  of  the  said  office.  They  also  have  filed  the  following  testimony  of  William  Thompson,  taken 
before  William  B.  Jackson,  ju.s"tice  of  the  peace  for  Adams  county,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  wit: 
"  Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  William 
Thompson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  in  the  month  of  December,  and  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  three,  and  previous  thereto,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Reuben  Dyer  was  in  possession  and 
raised  a  croj)  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Bayou  Bceuf,  just  above  where  the  Bayou  Sansfacon  joins  with  the 
said  Bayou  Bceuf     Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  dav  of  December,  1820. 

""WILLIAM  B.  JACKSON,  J.  P." 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be  genuine,  and  it"  is  therefore  recommended  for 
confirmation. 

A  NQ.-43.  William  Collins,  as  guardian  or  tutor  for  the  heirs  of  William  Collins,  deceased,  claims  a 
tract  of  land  containing  one  thousand  arpents,  situated  on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Bojuf,  and  adjoining 
below  the  land  of  Reuben  Dyer,  on  Bayou  Sansfa9on,  commonly  called  Sandy  Bayou.  The  claimant,  in 
his  said  capacity,  hath  filed  in  this  claim  the  following  documents,  being  authentic  translations  from  the 
records  of  the  county  of  Adams,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  wit:  a  requete  in  the  name  of  the  said 
deceased  William  Collins,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  above-described  lands,  and  dated  at  New  Orleans, 
January  18,  1799,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  decree  of  Governor  Gayoso,  of  the  same  date,  stating  that 
the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  the  above-described  land. 

The  following  written  testimony  has  been  filed  in  this  claim: 

No.  1. 

St.vte  of  Louisi.vxa,  Parish  of  Concordia: 

Before  the  undersigned  judge  personally  came  William  Thompson,  who,  being  solemnly  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  that 
AVilliam  Collins  did  cultivate  and  reside  on  a  certain  tract  of  land  containing  one  thousand  arpents, 
situated  on  the  Bayou  Bceuf,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Sansfacon;  that  he  resided  on  the  said  land  in 
the  year  one  thousaiid  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  year  after;  that  he  had  obtained  it  from  the  Spanish 
government,  during  the  administration  of  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  for  himself,  his  motlier,  brothers,  and  sisters;  and  that  his  legal  representatives 
still  have  possession  of  the  said  tract  of  land;  that  the  grant  or  rickct  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Peter 
AValker,  esq.,  counsellor  at  law,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  same  in  the  land  office  authorized  to 
receive  the  same,  but  that  ho  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  death;  that  the  representatives  of  William 
Collins  were  unable  to  obtain  the  same  until  about  five  years  last  past,  and  that  the  land  office  was  then 
ch.ised,  and  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  entering  the  same. 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON. 
EDWARD  BROUGHTON,   [l.  s.] 

Paricli  Judge  and  Notary  Public. 

December  30,  1819. 

No.  2. 

St.vte  of  Louisiana,  Parish  (/Feliciana: 

Before  me,  William  C.  Wade,  judge  of  the  parish  aforesaid,  came  and  appeared  James  Thomas,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  says  that  a  grant  or  ric/ivt,  calling   for  the  Bayou  Bceuf,  adjoining  lands   claimed   by 
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Roubeii  Pyer,  was  placed  in  doponont's  liniids  to  scud  (in  to  ■Tnd.n'c  lleiiry  .Toliiison,  a  iikiiiImt  nl' ('..h'^tcss, 
liv  tilt'  Ir.u'al  rc|ir('sciitativ(>  (if  William  ('olliiis,  to  ,l;cI  iIic  I  illc  (^'olilinncd ;  which  ;^iaiil  hasiilhci-  liccn 
lust  ur  taken  IVoni  among-  liis  papers,  I'or  it  caiinol  lierMund;  alsd,  thai  Ihc  |  nl  it  i..ii  ut  William  Collins, 
signed  by  liini,  and  the  decicc  fu  said  |iiiilioii,  signed  hy  Manuel  (layi.sn  de  Lenhis,  is  als.i  l..si  i.i-  laken 
out  of  dejioiient's  ]iossessii>n,  and  lannut  he  Idiiiid.  nepeiieiil  I'lnlliei-  sa\  s  thai  he  is  well  acipminlcl  w  ii  h 
the  signature  of  .Ma  mud  ( layeso  de  I, emus,  and  that  the  said  eiih  r  was  in  his  uwii  hand  writ  iie^'. 

dAMMS  TIlnM  \,s. 

Sworn  to  and  snlisrrihed  hefuic  me  this  llh  day  ef  I'chiiiarv,   IS-JI), 

\\,M.   (■'.    WADi:,    /;in:<li  .III, /,,,■,,/■  rrhriniia. 

No. :;. 

ST.vrF,  (IF  Mis.sissii'i'i,  Ai!aiii.<  ('mni/i/: 

Personally  appeared  liei'oie  me,  the  undersi,>;'ned,  a  jnsticc  ef  the  peace  in  .uid  fur  said  (■.■nut  v,  Williani 
Thompson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  tlejioseth  and  saith  that  in  the  muntli  uf  liccemhei-,  in  the  \earuiie 
thonsand  ei,giit  hundred  and  three,  ho  was  at  the  hdiise  uf  Williani  Collins,  and  at  that  time,  and  had  feeii 
previously  thereto,  cidtivating  and  inhabiting  a  tract  ul'  land  un  the  I'ayun  I'xeiil',  jiisl  hejuw  wiieic  il 
makes  a  junctiuu  with  the  Bayou  Sansfai;(in,  which  said  Ci.llins  is  imw  in  pussessiun  uf  said  lands  li\-  his 
tenants;  and  that  there  is  now  cleared  on  said  tract  ui'  land  hetweeii  uiie  hnndred  and  ei^iily  and  Iwu 
hundred  acres;  and  that  he  lias  always  understoud  that  said  Cullins  (daimeil  (.ne  thuiisaiid  arpents  in  said 
tract  bv  virtue  uf  a  u'rant  from  the  Spanish  guveniinent. 

W.M.  ■filoMI'SON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4tli  dav  of  I'l'cemher,  IS'JO. 

WM.   I!.  d.\(d\S()N,  ,/.  /'. 

The  dociuneiits  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  tu  be  genuine,  and  it  is  tlierefire  reeummeiided  fur 
conlirmatiun. 

A  Xii.  44.  The  Indis  and  leg-al  representatives  uf  Maria  .Tusepha  Hanphin,  widuw  Senet,  (daim  a  tract 
of  land  containing  four  hnndred  and  eighty  sujierlicial  ar]ients,  tu  wit:  twelve  .irpents  IVuiit  with  a  depth 
of  forty  arpents,  situated  on  the  ri.ndit  liauk  of  the  river  TccIk',  in  the  eunnty  uf  .Vttakapas,  and  lieing  the 
residue  uf  a  tract  of  thirty  arpents  front  with,  forty  arpents  in  depth,  cunceded  by  the  Sjianish  guvernment 
to  the  said  Maria  .losepha  Daiqdiin  September  2,  llsti,  as  will  ajipear  by  an  authenticated  extract  from 
the  order  of  survey  tiled  witli  the  notice  of  tlie  claims  of  Jean  ])a]itiste  .■^enet  and  Jean  Louis  Drouet,  tu 
whom  the  titles  of  the  other  ei,gliteen  ar}ients  front  have  been  conlirmed  by  the  certilicates  of  the  buaid  ul' 
commissioners,  No.  1915,  to  Jean  H.  Senet  for  ei.ght  arpents  front  by  forty  arpents  in  depth,  and  the  certili- 
cate.  No.  1916,  to  Jean  Louis  Drouet  for  ten  ar]ients  in  front  with  forty  arpet)ts  in  depth,  to  which 
confirmations,  and  the  documents  and  testituony  aceumpanying  their  notices,  the  claimants  refer. 

On  examination  of  all  the  claims  in  this  olfice,  no  rejiort  or  cunfirmatiori  is  fuund  fur  the  residue  uf 
the  concession  herein  mentioned;   the  claim  is  therefore  recommended  fur  cuntirmatiun. 

A  No.  45.  Michael  Cormier,  of  the  county  ofAtlakapas,  claims  a  tract  ul'  land  cuntaining  twu  liundrtMl 
and  forty  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  203.2  American  acres,  to  wit:  six  arpents  front  by  the  (le|itli  of 
forty  arpents,  situated  in  the  Grand  Prairie  of  the  Vermilion,  in  the  said  parish,  and  buundeil  un  all  sides 
by  vacant  land;  which  tract  of  land  was  conceded  by  ilr.  Delluzaga,  then  go\ern(ir  uf  the  province  uf 
Louisiana,  by  .grant  to  this  claimant,  bearing  date  May  4,  177(5. 

The  claimant  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  ori,ginal  grant  for  the  said  tract  of  land  still  exists  aniun,g 
the  archives  of  tlie  city  of  New  Orleans,  but,  although  he  has  used  due  diligence  to  ubtaiii  ii,  he  has  nut 
yet  been  able  to  do  so.  He  therefore  begs  leave  to  refer  t'l  the  alistract  of  patents  in  this  utlice  fur  the 
extract  or  memoranduiu  of  a  patent  a.greeing  with  the  one  in  ([uestion,  and  also  to  a  memorandnm  Inmi 
the  register's  oUice  in  New  Orleans,  which  he  has  lileil  in  this  claim.  The  claimant  also  states  that  the 
word  "Opidousas"  in  the  said  abstract  must  have  originated  in  a  mistake,  as  it  was  well  understood  that 
the  laud  solicited,  though  near  the  limits  of  Opelousas,  is  in  the  Orand  Prairie  (if  the  Vermilion,  in  the 
county  of  Attakapas. 

The  documents  of  title  as  luentiuned  l.iy  the  claimant  in  this  case  have  nu  duubt  existed;  and  the 
abstract  of  patents  in  this  office,  and  that  from  the  city  of  New-  Orleans,  being  considered  suthcient 
evidence  of  this  fact,  the  claim  is  therefore  recomtnended  for  confirmation  fur  the  ipuintity  claimed  in  the 
Grand  Prairie  of  the  Attakapas. 

A  No.  46.  The  legal  representatives  of  Jean  Baptiste  Cormier,  of  the  county  of  Attakapas,  claim  a 
tract  of  land  containing  four  liundred  superficial  arpents,  ecpial  to  336.8(5  American  acres,  to  wit:  ten 
arpents  front  with  forty  arpents  in  depth,  situated  in  the  quarter  of  Belvue,  in  the  cuunty  of  t)pelousas, 
hounded,  at  the  date  of  the  concession,  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  Fabieu  Richard,  and  ii\i  the  other  by  the 
land  of  Pedro  Primo. 

The  claimants  have  filed  in  this  idaim  an  antlienlieate(l  extract  from  the  records  of  the  office  of  the 
register  of  the  eastern  district,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  aliuve-described  land  is  enregistered  in  the 
name  of  the  said  Jean  B.  (^^'urmier. 

The  claimants  refer  also  to  the  abstract  of  patents  in  this  office,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  said 
tract  of  land  was  granted  to  the  deceased,  Jean  Baptiste  Cormier,  Viy  the  Spanish  government  June  23,  1781. 

The  foregoing  claim,  on  examination  of  the  abstract  of  patents  in  this  office  and  the  doeunu^nts 
herein  filed,  has  every  appearance  of  being  just  and  ,o'enuine,  and  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  47.  The  legal  representatives  of  Fusilier  de  la  Claire  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  six 
hundred  and  forty  superficiid  arpents,  equal  to  541.62  American  acres,  to  wit:  sixteen  arjients  front  with 
the  de])th  of  forty  arpents,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Vermilion,  in  the  cuunty  uf  Attakapas,  which 
tract  of  land  was  conceded,  February  17,  1772,  to  the  said  Fusilier  de  la  Claire,  as  ap[iears  by  the  abstract 
of  patents  in  this  office,  and  a  ineniorandum  from  the  office  of  the  register  of  the  land  ullico  at  New 
Orleans  filed  in  the  claim  uf  ilichael  Cormier,  (Nu.  45.)  to  which  the  claimants  refer. 

The  documents  (.f  title  in  this  claim  are  certainly  genuine,  and  it  is  therefore  recommended  for 
confirmation. 

.A  No.  48.  Louis  Richard,  sr.,  and  Louis  Richard,  jr.,  (_>f  the  county  of  Opidunsas,  claim  a  tract  of 
land  containing  ei.£;-ht  hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  (577  American  acres,  tu  \\it:  twenty  ar[ieiits 
front  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bayou  Vermilion,  in  the  county  of  Attakaiias,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents. 
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adjoining-  on  one  side  to  tlie  laml  of  rierre  Carricrc,  and  on  the  otlier  side  to  tlic  King's  domain  attlie  date 
of  the  concession.  In  tins  claim  tlie  tVillowing  documents  of  title  have  been  filed:  1st.  The  requete  of 
Michael  Carriere,  praying  for  a  tract  of  the  above-dcscriUed  land,  dated  at  Opelousas,  November  24,  HIT, 
to  which  is  subjoined,  2d.  The  certificate  of  the  commandant,  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  stating  that  the 
said  land  is  of  the  domain,  and  dated  at  Opelousas,  January  10,  1778.  od.  The  order  of  survey  or  con- 
cession by  Governor  de  Calvez,  without  date,  conceding  the  above-described  land  as  solicited.  4th.  An 
authenticated  copy  of  a  Judicial  sale,  dated  December  24,  1820,  by  which  they,  the  said  claimants,  have 
acquired  the  title'of  the  said  land  above  described.  The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  be 
genuine;  they  were  found  among  the  successional  papers  of  an  ancient  inhabitant  of  this  country,  who 
died  some  years  since,  and,  after  being  inventoried  according  to  law  by  the  parish  judge,  were  sold  to  the 
claimants  at  public  auction,  December  24,  for  the  sum  of  $130.  The  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for 
conlirmatinn. 

B  No.  4'.i.  The  legal  representatives  of  Migniel  Erasmo  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  thousand 
two  hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  2,708.7(5  American  acres,  to  wit:  forty  arpents  front  on  the 
Bayou  Rouge,  in  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents  on  both  sides  of  the  said  bayou, 
bounded  on  all  sides  by  vacant  land.  In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to 
wit:  1st,  a  requete  in  the  name  of  the  said  Miguel  Erasmo,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  July  3,  1788,  soliciting 
a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land;  to  which  is  subjoined  an  order  of  surveyor  concession 
uiuler  the  signature  of  Estevan  Miro,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  July  0,  1789,  conceding  the  aforesaid  tract 
of  land  as  prayed  ibr,  with  the  usual  conditions. 

From  a  close  examination  of  the  reiiucte  and  order  of  survey  filed  in  this  claim,  there  are  very  stnmg 
doubts  of  their  genuineness;  but  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  report  positively  against  it  without  instituting 
a  strict  imjuiry,  and  as  this  inquiry  could  not  be  instituted  withotit  delaying  the  exhibit  of  these  claims 
before  the  ensuing  Congress,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  i'urther  time  be  given  by  the  honorable 
Congress,  that  a  full  examination  may  be  had,  and  the  whole  testimony  incorporated  in  the  report. 

B  No.  50.  The  legal  representatives  of  Juan  de  Leon  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  thousand 
two  hundred  suiierlicial  arpents,  equal  to  2,708.10  American  acres,  to  wit:  eighty  ari)ents  front  on  the 
right  bank  (if  the  15ayou  Vernn'lion,  at  its  mouth,  witli  the  dejith  of  forty  arpents,  in  the  county  of  Atta- 
kapas,  bounded,  at  the  date  of  tiie  concession,  on  both  sides  liy  the  King's  domain. 

In  this  claim  the  hillowing  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  viz:  1st,  the  requete  of  the  said  Juan 
de  Leon,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  March  4,  1790,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land, 
to  which  is  subjoined  an  order  of  survey  or  concession  under  the  signature  of  Estevan  Miro,  dated  at  New 
Orleans,  March  7,  1790,  conceding  the  above-described  tract  of  land  as  solicited. 

From  a  close  examination  of  the  requete  and  order  of  survey  filed  in  these  claims,  there  are  very 
strong  doubts  of  their  genuineness;  but  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  report  positively  against  it  without 
instituting  a  strict  inquiry,  and  as  the  inquiry  could  not  be  instituted  without  delaying  the  exhibit  of  these 
claims  before  the  ensuing  Congress,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  further  time  be  given  by  the 
honorable  Congress,  that  a  full  examination  may  be  had,  and  the  whole  testimony  incorporated  in  the 
report. 

B  No.  .51.  Martin  Despallier,  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  thousand 
two  hundred  superficial  ar|ients,  to  wit:  fort_y  arpents  front  on  the  Bayou  Latanier,  in  the  district  (now 
parish)  of  Rapides,  with  the  depth  of  fort}'  arpents  on  both  sides  of  the  said  baj'ou,  bounded  above  and 
below  by  the  domain  of  the  King'  at  the  date  of  the  concession. 

In  this  claim  the  following-  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  the  requete  of  Bernard  Lacroi, 
dated  at  New  Orleans,  Seiitendier  3,  1776,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land.  The 
concession  or  order  of  survey  of  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  then  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  dated 
September  8,  1770,  conceding  the  said  land  as  solicited,  which  tract  of  land  was,  August  4,  1798,  sold  by 
the  said  Bernard  Lacroi  to  Jacjues  Dcnau,  and,  on  September  11,  1820,  by  the  said  Jaques  Denau  to  tlie 
said  claimant,  as  appears  liy  the  assignments  on  the  back  of  the  concession  aforesaid. 

From  a  close  examination  of  the  reijuete  and  order  of  survey  filed  in  this  claim,  there  are  very  strong 
doubts  of  their  genuineness;  but  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  report  positivel}'  against  it  without  instituting 
a  strict  inquiry,  and  as  this  inquiry  could  not  be  instituted  without  delaying  the  exhibit  of  these  claims 
before  the  ensuing  Congress,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  further  time  be  given  by  the  honorable 
Congress,  that  a  full  examination  may  be  had,  and  the  whole  testimonj-  incorporated  in  the  report. 

A  No.  52.  Fran9ois  Breau,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  five  hundred 
and  forty-five  American  acres,  having  a  front  of  ten  arpents  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Vermilion,  with 
the  depth  represented  in  a  plat  herewith  filed;  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  land  of  Hypolite  Breau, 
and  on  the  southeast  by  the  land  of  Orilliant  Breau,  being  part  of  a  tract  formerly  ceded  by  the  Spanish 
government  to  Jean  Fr.an(;ois  Lede,  and  after  his  death  sold  by  his  testamentary  executor,  Mr.  Solomon 
Malines,  in  distinct  jiortions;  at  which  sale  the  father  of  the  present  claimant,  Mr.  Firmin  Breau,  became 
the  purchaser  of  a  portion  of  ten  arpents  front  on  the  river  Teche,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents  on  the 
left  or  east  of  said  river,  and  with  the  depth  on  the  opposite  side  from  the  Teche  to  the  river  Vermilion, 
within  which  portion  is  the  tract  at  present  claimed  and  represented  in  the  said  plat  of  survey.  The 
claimant  hath  also  filed  with  this  notice  an  authenticated  copy  of  an  act  of  the  then  commandant  of  the 
post  of  Attakapas,  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  his  father,  the  late  Firmin  Breau, 
was  put  in  possession  of  the  tract  of  land  in  question,  in  pursuance  of  his  purchase  aforesaid,  as  long 
since  as  January  12,  1788,  which  jiossession  has  ever  since  been  maintained  by  him  and  those  who  have 
held  under  him.  He  bath  also  filed  the  following  documents,  viz:  an  act  passed  before  Judge  White,  of 
the  ]iarisli  of  St.  Martin's,  dated  January  30,  1809,  signed  liy  all  the  jiersons  concerned,  for  the  )iartition 
and  ailjustment  of  the  estate  of  the  said  F.  Breau,  and  a  deed  of  sale  from  Charles  Breau  to  this  claimant, 
datecl  December  18,  1815.  The  claimant  hath  referred  to  the  documents  filed  in  the-claira  of  Valerie 
^Martin,  No.  38,  to  the  extracts  of  complete  patents  in  t\w  office  of  the  register,  and  also  to  the  testimony 
given  in  the  claim  of  John  Charles  Dugas,  August  0,  1812,  before  the  register  and  receiver,  all  of  which 
he  believes  will  sufficiently  establish  the  validity  of  his  title. 

An  endorsement  in  the  handwriting  of  the  former  register  on  the  notice  of  this  claim  refers  to  the 
connected  plat  of  the  Lede  tract,  in  which  it  appears  that  this  immense  claim  has  been  often  recognized 
by  the  commissioners  in  the  various  claims  that  liave  been  presented  as  purchases  out  of  it.  And,  after 
examining  all  the  circumstances  of  this  claim,  it  is  recommended  for  confirmation. 

-V  No.  53.  Ilypulite  Breau,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  two  hunilred 
and  twenty  American  acres,  having  a  iiont  of  about  I'our  arpents  on  the  left  Viank  of  the  river  Vermilion, 
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with  tlio  depth;  thence  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  the  l;\ud  (iC  Francois  l>ciii:iiil ;  IniiiinhMl  ..n  il,,. 
iKirthwesl  by  tiie  land  of  John  Cliarles  Dourant,  and  mi  llic  soiilhcast  iiy  (lie  land  nl'  l'iaiii-:,is  I'.iiaii; 
whicli  tract  of  land  is  a  part  of  the  tyrant  from  tlie  Spanish  jj;overniiient  to  .Jean  f'raiirois  l.eilii,  and  was 
ai'ipiired  by  the  claimant  by  pnrehase  from  Mr.  Neiiville  de  (Moue(,  as  will  appear  by  an  aulhenlicalcd 
copy  <jf  a  deed  of  sale  herewith  filed,  dated  "Ang-ust  15,  1NI)8."  This  notice  is  also  ai-cumpanicd  by  a 
plat  of  survey;  and,  for  the  better  understandini;-  of  his  claim,  the  claimant  refers  to  ducumrnis  in  the 
claim  of  Valeri  Martin,  No.  38,  and  also  to  the  abstract  from  patents  in  the  reg-isler's  ollico  in  ( )peliiiisiis, 
and  to  the  testimony  adduced  before  the  reLi;ister  and  receiver  Augaist  (1,  1812,  in  (he  idaini  ol'  .bihn  Charles 
Dugas. 

This  claim  is  circunistancod  precisely  as  tlie  jirecediiiL^,  beinj;'  a  lunui  Jldf  purchase  eiil  ef  the  L;ica( 
Ledd  tract;  and  the  proofs  beinj;'  considered  sullicient,  i(  is  tlierel'ore  recommended  fur  eenUi mal  ion. 

A  No.  54.  Jean  (.Iharles  Dourant,  of  the  parish  ef  St.  Martin's,  claims  a  (raci  of  hind  ennlaininn'  mie 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  American  acres,  havin.i;'  a  IVont  nf  Ihree  arpents  on  the  lefi  bank  el'  the  river 
Vermilion,  in  the  [jarish  of  St.  Martin's,  with  the  depth  ixtendini;-  from  the  said  river,  in  a  iiMiilieasterly 
du'cction,  to  the  land  of  the  Widow  Dourant;  bonnded  on  the  northwest  by  the;  land  of  Jean  Landry,  and 
on  the  southeast  by  the  land  of  Ilypolitc  Brcau,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  survey  herewith  liled;  whieli  iraet 
of  land  is  a  part  of  a  grant  from  the  Spanish  government  to  Jean  Francois  Lede.  The  claimant  refers  to 
documents  tiled  in  the  claini  of  Valerie  ilartin,  No.  38,  to  the  abstract  froni  patents  in  the  register's  oflice 
at  Opelousas,  and  to  testimonj-  adduced  before  the  register  and  receiver  in  the  claim  of  Jean  (Charles 
Dugas. 

This  claim  is  circumstanced  (irecisely  as  the  [ireceding,  lu/ing  a  bona  JUJ''  purchase  out  of  the  great 
Lede  tract;  and  the  proofs  being  considered  sufficient,  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  continuation. 

A  No.  55.  Orelian  Breau,  of  the  ])arish  of  St.  Martin's,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  limnlied 
and  tliirtj'-six  American  acres,  as  represented  in  a  plat  of  survej'  herewith  liled,  having  a  front  of  six 
arjients  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Vermilion,  in  the  said  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  and  extending  in  depth, 
in  a  northeasterly  direction,  from  the  said  river  to  the  land  of  Marg-aret  and  Adelaide  Breau;  bounded  on 
the  northwest  by  the  land  of  Francois  Breau,  father  of  the  claimant,  and  on  the  southeast  by  the  land  of 
Pierre  Broussard;  which  tract  is  a  part  of  a  grant  made  by  the  Spanisli  government  to  Jean  Fran(;ois 
Lede,  and  was  sold  by  his  testamentary  executor,  Mr.  Solomon  Malines,  as  will  apiiear  by  the  documents 
filed  in  the  claim  of  Valerie  Martin,  the  abstract  of  patents  in  the  otlice  of  the  register  at  (Jpehuisas, 
and  the  testimony  adduced  before  the  register  and  receiver  in  the  claim  of  John  Charles  Dugas;  to  all  of 
which  the  claimant  refers.  He  has  also  filed,  as  a  further  evidence  of  title,  a  deed  of  sale  duly  authenti- 
cated by  the  judge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  from  his  father,  Mr.  Franf;ois  Breau,  for  the  said  tract  of 
land,  wdiich  deed  is  dated  December  18,  1815. 

This  claim  is  circumstanced  jn-eciscly  as  the  preceding,  being  a  bona  fide  purchase  out  of  the  great 
Lede  tract;  and  the  proofs  being  considered  sufficient,  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  56.  Olivia  Bodreau,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  claims  a  tract  of  laud  containing  fifty-eight 
acres  and  one-half  of  an  acre,  as  represented  bj-  the  plat  which  is  herewith  filed;  liounded  on  the  northwest 
by  the  lauds  of  Constant  Breau  and  Pierre  Broussard,  on  the  southwest  by  tlie  land  of  Paul  Breau,  on  the 
southeast  by  the  laud  of  John  Charles  Durant,  and  on  the  east  by  the  land  of  Nenville  de  Clouet;  wdiich 
tract  is  situated  within  the  limits  of  a  grant  made  bj'  the  Spani.sh  government  to  Jean  Francois  Lede,  and 
was  sold,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Lede,  by  his  testamentary  executor,  Mr.  Solomon  Malines,  as  will 
appear  by  documents  filed  in  the  claim  of  Valerie  Martin,  by  the  aljstract  of  patents  in  the  otlice  of  the  register 
at  Opelousas,  and  by  the  testimony  in  the  claim  of  John  Charles  Dugas,  reported  by  the  register  and 
receiver  December  30,  1815;  to  all  of  which  the  claimant  refers,  as  well  as  to  a  deed  of  sale  duly  authen- 
ticated by  the  judge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's  from  Julian  Melaneon  to  the  claimant,  herew-ith  filed,  dated 
February  6,  1813. 

This  claim  is  circumstanced  precisely  as  the  preceding,  being  a  bfina  fide  purchase  out  of  the  great 
Lede  tract;  and  the  proofs  being  considered  sufficient,  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

B  No.  57.  Santiago  Cms,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  eight 
hundred  superficial  arpents,  ei[mil  to  OTT  American  acres,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  of  land  front  on  the 
right  bank  in  descending  of  the  Bayou  Rouge,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Avoyelles;  bounded,  at  the  date  of  the  concession,  on  both  sides  l.y  the  King's  domain.  In^ 
support  of  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  a  reipiete  in  the  name  of 
the  claimant,  dated  July  2,  1802,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  above-described  land,  to  which  is  subjoined 
the  concession  or  order  of  survey  under  the  signature  of  Governor  Manuel  de  Salcedo,  dated  at  New 
Orleans,  July  6,  1802,  conceding  the  said  land  solicited. 

From  a  close  examination  of  the  reijuete  and  order  of  survey  filed  in  this  claim  there  are  very  strrmg 
doubts  of  their  genuineness;  but  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  report  positively  against  it  without  institutmg 
a  strict  in(|uiry,"and  as  the  inquiry  cemld  not  be  instituted  without  delaying  the  e.'chibit  of  these  claims 
before  the  ensuing  Congress,  it  is'  therefore  reconimended  that  a  fm-ther  time  be  given  by  the  liomn-aldc 
Congress,  that  a  "full  examination  may  be  had,  and  the  whole  testimony  incorporated  in  the  report. 

"B  No.  58.  The  representatives  of  Juan  Lopes  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  sixteen  hundreil  super- 
ficial arpents,  equal  to  1,365.20  American  acres,  to  wit:  forty  arpents  front  on  the  right  bank  of  Fiayou 
Bceuf,  to  commence  from  the  foot  of  the  Island  of  Pines,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents. 

In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  viz:  a  re<iuete  in  the  name  of  the  said 
Juan  Lopes,  dated  Mayo,  1798,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  to  wdnch  is 
subjoined  the  concession  or  order  of  survey  by  (^iovernor  Gayoso,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  May  8,  1798, 
conceding  the  said  land  as  solicited. 

The  "documents  of  title  in  this  claim  have  the  appearance  of  being  counterfeits.  From  reasons 
however,  which  have  been  adduced  in  claims  Nos.  28,  36,  and  37,  &c.,  it  is  recommended  that  the  tiiial 
decision  of  this  claim  be  postponed  until  testimony  may  be  adduced  upon  it,  and  examined  and  recorded 
at  more  leisure. 

A  No.  59.  The  legal  re|iresentatives  of  Jean  R.  Figuran,  late  of  tli<'  parish  of  St.  Landry,  deceased, 
claim  a  tract  of  land'containing  sixteen  hundrcHl  superficial  arpents,  eiiual  to  1,365.20  Americaii  acres 
to  wit:  forty  arpents  front,  wHh  forty  arpents  in  de]ith,  at  the  place  commonly  called  the  Point  of 
Rushes,  at  the  Pass  of  Malette,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Landry.  The  claimants  have  tiled  in  sujiport  of  this 
claim  the  following  documents  of  title,  to  wit:  a  reiiU'Hi'  in  the  name  of  the  said  J<mii  P..^  Fignraii,  dated 
at  New  Orleans,  September  24,  1784,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  above-descriiied  land.  The  certilicate  of 
the  commandant  of  Opelousas,  Mr.  De  Clouet,  dated  December  28,  1784;  the  concession  or  order  of  survey 
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by  Governor  Miro,  dated  (doubtlessly  through  mistake)  December  24,  1184,  conceding  the  said  land  as 
solicited.  .       ,        » 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  it  is  therefore  recommended  for 
Confirmation. 

A  No.  GO.  The  legal  representatives  of  Narcisse  Carrierc  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  eight 
hundred  superficial  arpeiits,  equal  to  077  American  acres,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  front  on  the  river 
Vermilion,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents;  bounded,  at  the  date  of  the  concession,  on  one  side  by  the  land 
of  Pierre  Carrierc,  and  on  the  other  by  the  King's  domain.  In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title 
have  been  filed,  to  wit:  1st,  the  requete  of  the  said  Narcisse  Carriere,  dated  at  Opelousas,  November  24, 
1777,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land;  2d,  the  certificate  of  the  commandant,  the 
Chevalier  de  ciouc°t,  dated  November  25,  1777,  stating  that  the  land  petitioned  for  was  of  the  domain;  3d, 
the  order  of  survey  by  Governor  de  Galvez,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  February  26,  1778,  conceding  the 
said  land  as  solicited  to  the  petitioner,  and  ordering  the  commandant  to  fix  the  boundaries  of  the  said  land; 
4th  the  return  or  certificate  of  the  commandant,  the  Chevalier  dc  Clouet,  stating  that  he  had  fixed  the 
boundaries  of  the  said  land  in  presence  of  the  said  Narcisse  Carriere  and  the  neighbors,  dated  November 
28  1778-  5th,  the  patent  or  title  in  form  by  Governor  de  Galvez  to  the  said  Narcisse  Carriere,  dated  at 
New  Orleans,'  June  23,  1781,  for  the  above-described  land. 

This  claim  is  founded  upon  a  complete  Spanish  patent — the  most  authentic  and  complete  that  is  known. 
The  patent  bears  every  mark  of  genuineness,  is  printed,  and  its  date  corresponds  with  one  on  the  abstract 
of  patents  in  this  office,  together  with  the  quantity  and  boundari(!S  of  the  land  conceded.  It  is  therefore 
recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  Gl.  Emanuel  Prudhoinme,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  sixtj- 
superficial  arpents,  equal  to  50.72  American  acres,  to  wit:  one  arpent  and  a  half  front  on  the  leit  bank 
of  the  Red  river,  nearly  opposite  to  the  village  of  Natchitoches,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents; 
bounded,  at  the  date  of  the  concession,  on  the  lower  side  by  the  land  of  Madame  Alexis,  and  on  the  upper 
side  by  the  land  of  Mr.  Radiii,  the  depth  extending  towards  the  east. 

•  In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  1st,  the  requete  of  Madame 
Widow  Chaigneau,  dated  at  Natchitoches,  April  17,  1782,  soliciting  a  title  to  the  above-described  tract  of 
land,  of  which  she  had  formerly  become  possessed  by  purchase;  2d,  the  certificate  of  M.  de  Vaugine,  then 
commandant  of  Natchitoches,  dated  June  19,  1782,  approving  of  the  said  requete,  and  stating  that  he  had 
surveyed  the  said  land  and  fixed  the  boundaries  in  presence  of  witnesses;  3d,  the  concession  or  order  of 
survey  by  Governor  Miro,  conceding  the  above-described  land  as  solicited,  and  ordering  the  commandant 
to  establish  the  petitioner  thereon.  The  following  authenticated  written  evidence  has  likewise  been  filed 
in  this  claim: 

State  of  Louisiana,  Parish  of  Natchitoches  : 

Before  the  subscriber,  judge  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  appeared  Felix  Trudeau,  formerly 
commandant  of  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  who  made  oath  that  the  land  claimed  by  Emanuel  Prudhoinme,  in 
tlie  name  of  the  Widow  Chaigneau,  is  one  of  the  first  settled  tracts  in  this  parish;  that  the  same  has  been 
inhabited  and  cultivated  from  the  year  1796,  at  which  time  this  deponent  came  to  this  parish,  and,  to 
appearance,  from  long  before  until  the  present  day. 

FELIX  TRUDEAU. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  21st  day  of  December,  1820,  before  me. 

CHARLES  ShOCVM,  Judge  of  the  Pariah  of  Natchitoches. 

I,  Charles  Slocum,  judge  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  do  certify  that  the  said  Felix  Trudeau  was 
former  commandant  of  tlie  [lost  of  Natchitoches,  and  that  lull  faith  and  credit  is  due  to  his  testimony. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  impression  of  the  seal  of  my  office,  at  Natchitoches,  this  21st  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1820. 

CHARLES  SLOCUM,  Judge  of  the  Parish  of  Natchitoches. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  it  is  therefore  recommended  for 
confirmation;  but,  as  the  claimant  has  failed  to  produce  a  regular  chain  of  titles,  the  confirmation  is 
recommended  in  the  name  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  Widow  Chaigneau. 

A  No.  62.  Emanuel  Prudhoinme,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  claims  a  tract  of  land  having  three 
arpents  and  a  half  and  fifty-five  feet  front,  with  the  depth  of  forty  arpents,  situated  in  the  parish  of 
Natchitoches,  on  Red  river,  nearly  opposite  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  and  bounded  below  by  the  Bayou 
Mobile. 

In  this  (Jaim  the  following  documents  of  title  are  filed,  to  wit:  1st.  The  requete  of  Madame  Widow 
St.  Denis,  dated  at  Natchitoches,  April  17,  1782,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-descrilied  land.  2d. 
The  certificate  of  M.  de  Vaugine,  then  commandant  of  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  dated  April  20,  17s2, 
approving  of  the  said  requete,  and  stating  that  he  had  surveyed  the  said  land  and  fixed  tlie  boundaries 
in  presence  of  two  witnesses.  3d.  The  concession  or  order  of  survey  by  Governor  Miro,  conceding  the 
above-described  land  as  solicited,  and  ordering  the  commandant  to  establish  the  petitioner  thereon.  The 
following  authenticated  written  evidence  has  likewise  been  tiled  in  this  claim: 

State  of  Louisiana,  Parish  of  Natchitoches  : 

Before  me,  Charles  Slocum,  judge  of  the  parigli  of  Natchitoches  aforesaid,  appeared  Felix  Trudeau, 
formerly  commandant  of  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  who  made  oath  that  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by  Mr. 
Emanuel  Prudliominc,  in  the  name  of  Madame  St.  Denis,  at  the  Bayou  Mobile,  immediately  opposite  the 
upper  part  of  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  is  one  of  the  first  tracts  settled  in  the  country,  and  that  the  same 
has  been  occupied,  cultivated,  and  possessed  from  the  year  1796,  at  which  time  this  deponent  came  to  the 
post  of  Natchitoches,  and  for  a  long  time  before,  from  appearances,  until  the  present  date. 

FELIX  TRUDEAU. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  December  21,  1820,  before  me. 

CHARLES  SLOCUM,  Judge  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches. 

I,  Charles  Slocum,  .judge  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  in  the   State  of  Louisiana,  ex-officio  notary 
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public  in   ami  for  the  said  paiMsli,  ilo  certify  that   Felix   Tnuleaii   was  foniier  CdiiinKiinlaiil  ol' thi>  imst  of 

Natchitoches,  and  that  full  faitii  and  credit  is  due  to  his  testimony. 

Given  under  m_y  hand  and  the  seat  of  my  ollice,  at  Natciiitoi-hcs,  l»ccinlii'r  -21,  A.  !•.  ls-J(i, 

[i,.  S.J  "  "  CIlAlMdvS  Sl.OCIM,  /'((n.s/,  ,/»-/;/,•, 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  In'  i;riniinc;  Imt  as  the  i-laimanl  has  not  pinijuci-d  a 
regular  chain  of  title,  its  confu'mation  is  recoimuemk'tl  in  the  namo  of  the  lc,L;al  rc|ircsciilativcs  of  Madame 
the  Widow  St.  Denis. 

2V  No.  03.  The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  late  Madame  Louise  di'  Farvot,  widow  (jf  il.m 
Alexander  Chevalier  de  Clmiet,  claim,  in  virtue  of  an  ordei-  of  sur\ey  under  the  signatures  of  (lo\eiiior 
Miro,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  May  17,  l"'.)!*,  an  exact  translation  of  which  is  herewitii  filed,  a  tract  nf 
land  which  may  contain  about  nine  hunched  ami  twenty  superlicial  acres,  .\nieric;in  measure,  situated  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  and  bounded  on  the  east  and  southeast  by  otlua-  lamls  of  the  claimants;  on  tlu> 
west  by  the  lands  of  John  Uuilleau,  Francois  Arseneau,  Alexander  Arseneau,  the  widow  of  IMei-n; 
Arsencau,  tiie  widow  of  Louis  Arseneau,  Francois  Carmouchi',  and  dosejih  lireau;  and  on  the  northwest 
and  northeast  by  vacant  lands.  For  the  better  elucidation  of  their  pretensions  they  hu\e  lili'il  in  this 
claim  a  connected  map  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tract  claimed,  a  copy  of  which  they  ha\e 
requested  to  be  laid  before  tiie  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales.  'l'\iry  have  also  deenu'd 
it  expedient  to  state  tlie  particular  circumstances  of  this  case,  for  which  purpose  it  is  to  be  understood 
that,  in  conformity  with  the  laws  ami  regulations  of  the  United  States,  a.  notice  for  this  claim,  and  the 
order  of  survey  which  is  tlie  basis  of  the  title,  and  to  whicii  the  claimants  li:ive  alieady  referred,  were,  at 
an  early  period,  and  under  the  tirst  law,  passed  for  the  jmrpose,  tiled  and  enregistered  with  the  late 
reg'ister  of  the  land  office  for  this  district.  That  when  his  successor  came  into  office  their  said  claim  was 
laid  before  the  board  of  coimuissioners  ajipoiiited  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  land  claims.  That  the 
said  commissioners  gave  their  certificate,  marked  B  Xo.  9S3,  an  extract  from  which  is  also  herewith  tiled, 
ill  confirmation  of  only  sixteen  hundred  su|jerticial  arpents  of  the  land  claimed,  to  wit:  For  that  |)art  which 
is  represented  in  the  plat  by  the  lines  A,  G,  II,  I,  whereas,  as  well  from  the  concession  of  (Jovernor  Miro 
as  the  oral  testimony  which  has  been  adduced  in  support  of  their  claim,  it  will  Ijc  seen  that  their  title 
should  have  embraced  the  parts  circumscribed  by  the  lines  A,  B,  C,  1),  F,  (r.  In  making  known  the 
foregoing  facts,  which  are  necessary  to  a  full  uudcrstaiidiii.g  of  their  claim,  the  claimants  have  wished  it 
to  be  understood  that  they  are  well  satisOed  that  the  coumiissiuners,  in  deciding  in  their  case,  have  been 
actuated  by  just  and  upright  views.  They  believe,  however,  that  either  from  an  erroneous  translation  or 
some  other  cause  their  title  has  not  been  correctly  understood;  thej'  have  further  stated  that,  although 
they  believe  their  title  is  anterior  in  date  to  those  of  Messrs.  John  Guilbeau,  Francois  Arseneau,  and 
others,  wliose  lands  frtuit  on  the  river  Vermilion,  and  with  whose  lines  those  of  the  claimants  seem  to 
Conflict,  they  have  expressly  disclaimed  any  intention  or  wish  to  disturb  their  neighbors  in  their  posses- 
sions, and  therefore  have  confined  their  claim  to  those  i)arts  represented  in  the  said  i)lat  by  the  lines  shaded 
with  yellow.  The  claimants  have  further  filed  in  this  claim  a  renunciation  by  the  said  persons  to  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  to  which  they  might  be  entitled  at  the  back  of  their  respective  tracts. 

The  following  are  the  documents  which  the  claimants  have  filed  in  this  claim,  the  first  whereof  is  an 
exact  translation  of  the  said  rcquete  and  order  of  survey,  as  follows: 

"  To  Mr.  De  Miro,  brigadier  of  the  King's  army,  inspector  and  iutendant  general  of  tlie  province  of 
Louisiana,  &c. :  Madame  Louisa  D.  Favrot,  Widow  de  Clouet,  residing  at  Attakapas,  has  the  honor  of 
representing  to  you  most  humbler  that  she  has  been  greatly  surprised  at  not  finding  amon.g  the  papers  ot 
the  succession  the  concession  for  the  continuation  of  the  forty  arpents  of  laud  where  her  dornicil  is,  and 
which  her  deceased  husband,  Don  Alexander  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  had  always  assured  her  he  had,  and  uu 
which  continuation  is  her  cypress,  which  has  at  all  times  been  used  for  the  wants  of  the  habitation. 

"  Having  been  under  necessity,  by  reasons  of  debts,  of  selling  the  first  concession  adjoining  that 
formerly  belonging  to  the  deceased  LedtJ,  where  she  resides,  slie  prays  for  you,  sir,  to  be  pleased  immedi- 
ately to  grant  her  the  concession  of  the  continuation  as  far  as  the  Bayou  Vermilion,  which  is  at  the 
distance  of  forty  arpents,  more  or  less,  from  the  boundary'  of  deptli — a  favor  which  she  expects  to  receive, 
praying  to  God  for  the  duration  of  your  days.'' 

DE  FAVliOT  DE  CLOUET. 

Attakap.vs,  September  8,  1789. 

"There  is  no  hindrance  to  the  demand  made  by  the  petitioner,  the  neighbors  assiirin,g  that  it  is  the 
continuation  of  the  land  on  which  she  resides,  and  to  which  no  iierson  forms  any  opposition." 

J.  DE  LA  VILLEBOUVRE. 

Attakapas,  Sejjiember  8,  1789. 

New  Ori.eaxs,  3Iarch  17,  1790. 

"The  surveyor  of  this  province,  Don  Carlos  Laveau  Trudcau,  will  establish  the  party  upon  the  second 

depth  of  land   w"hich  is   solicited  and  described  in  the  widow's  memorial,  it  being  well  understood  that 

the  said  second  depth  shall  not  exceed  forty  arpents,  being  vacant  and  not  causing  any  prejudice  to  the 

neighbors;  he  will  extend  his  proceedings  in  continuation  hereof,  signing  the -same  with  the  aforesaul 

neighbors;  and  he  will   remit  the  same  to  me  in  order  to  provide  the  person  interested  with  a  title  m 

form  "  ,  ,.  ^ 

ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  certificate  of  the  commissioners  above  referred  to:   , 

"  B  No.  983.  Joseph  Alexander  de  Clouet,  of  the  aninty  of  Attakapas,  is  confirmed  m  his  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  containing  about  sixteen  hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  l,3o4.03  American  acres, 
founded  on  an  order  of  survey  in  favor  of  Louise  de  Favrot,  widow  of  Alexander  Chevalier  de  Clcniet,  lor 
forty  arpents  in  front,  to  be  taken  at  the  extremity  of  the  other  land  of  the  claimant,  with  the  depth  to  tlie 
river  Vermilion,  but  not  to  exceed  forty  arpents,  bearing  date  March  17,  1790,  and  signed  by  Estevan 
Miro,  then  governor  of  the  province  of  "Louisiana,  situated  in  the  county  of  Attakapas,  bounded  at  the 
time  petitioned  for,  on  all  sides  except  the  front,  by  tlie  domain  of  the  king." 

The  following  is  an  exact  translati<..n  from  the  French  of  the  remmciation  by  the  persons  tlierein 
named  to  the  right  of  pre-emption: 

"Wc,  the  undersigned  persons,  whose  lands  front  on  the  Bayou  Vermilion,  and  extend  m  'I'-Pth  to 
the    lands    belonging  to   the   legal   representatives   of   the  late    Madame    Louise    Favrot,    widow  ot    Mr. 
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Alexander  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  do  hereby  renounce,  expressly,  all  right  of  preference  whatsoever  which 
we  might  have  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  1811,  wliich  has  been  revived  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  11th 
May  of  the  present  year,  it  being  well  understood  by  us  and  the  neighbors  in  general  that  the  laud 
back  of  our  respective  tracts  was,  or  ought  to  have  been,  embraced  in  the  concession  made  by  Governor 
Miro  to  the  said  widow  of  the  second  depth  of  the  land  which  has  been  granted  to  her  husband. 

"For  which  reason  wc  think  it  but  just  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  do  confirm  the  said 
heirs,  &c.,  in  their  right  and  title  to  the  said  land;  and  we  ask  permission  to  recommend  the  renewal  of 
the  confirmation  to  them  of  the  title  to  the  vacant  lands  lying  south  of  the  lands  of  Mr.  J.  Guilbeau,  and 
between  the  back  lines  of  the  land  of  the  said  heirs  and  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  Vermilion,  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  interference  of  our  lands  with  those  of  the  said  representatives,  as  set  forth  in  the  plat." 

Parisli  of   Saint  Landry,  December  28,  1820,  and  the  forty-fiftli  of  the  independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America. 

FES.  CAEMOUCHE. 

her 

V.  LOUISE  X  AECENAUX. 

mark. 

J.  B.  Heruet,  ivUness. 

V.  P.  AECENAUX. 

liis 

JOSEPH  ATANAS  x  BEAUX. 

mark. 

P.  E.  BiiAux,  loiiness. 

ALEXANDEE  AECENAUX. 
FES.  AECENAUX. 

his 

JEAN  X   GUILBEAU. 

mark, 

James  Bruce,  witness. 

The  following  oral  testimony  has  been  adduced  by  the  said  claimants,  to  wit: 

"  In  the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  Madame  Louise  de  Pavrot,  widow  of  Don  Alexander  Chevalier 
de  Clouet,  Joseph  Latiolais,  being  sworn,  dcposoth  that  he  is  nearly  fifty  years  of  age;  that  his  residence 
for  twenty-six  years  past  has  been  on  the  land  adjacent  to  the  land  claimed;  that  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  the  said  widow,  and  those  holding  under  her,  have  occupied  the  whole  of  tlie  laud  embraced  by  the 
notice  of  the  claim,  which  the  said  representatives  have  this  day  made  under  the  order  of  survey  accorded 
by  Governor  Miro  for  the  second  deptii  of  tiie  land  which  the  said  M.  de  Clouet  held  on  the  river  Techd; 
and  that  the  neighbors  have  always  respected  the  right  of  the  said  widow  lady  and  her  heirs  in  the  land 
aforesaid;  that  it  is  well  known  to  the  deponent  that  the  cypress  timber  which  the  grantee  required  for 
the  use  of  her  other  lands,  and  to  obtain  which  was  one  of  the  motives  for  soliciting  the  grant,  extends 
from  the  line  marked  in  the  map  with  the  letters  L  M  back  to  the  rear  of  the  tract.  He  also  knows  that 
the  late  Colonel  Alexander  de  Clouet,  son  of  the  aforesaid  lady,  had  resided  for  nearly  thirty  years  on  the 
back  part  of  the  said  tract,  and  near  to  the  river  Vermilion;  that  at  one  time  his  residence  was  about  at 
that  part  nf  the  map  where  the  letter  P  is  marked;  that  afterwards  he  built — about  fifteen  year  since,  to 
the  best  of  the  deponent's  recollection — at  or  near  that  part  of  the  map  where  the  letter  K  is  marked,  and 
which  is  the  place  of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Francois  Benoist  de  St.  Clair,  the  grandson  of  the 
aforesaid  lady." 

J.  LATIOLAIS. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  December  29,  1820,  before  me — 

LEVIN  WAILES. 

In  the  same  claim,  Andrew  Martin,  being  sworn,  deposoth  and  saith:  "  That  having  heard  and  had 
explained  to  him  the  testimony  of  Jos.  Latiolais,  he  knows  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  said  testimonj' 
througliout  are  veritable;  that  the  deponent  is  in  his  fiftj'-second  year,  a  native  of  Attakapas,  and  has 
never  resided  at  a  greater  distance  than  tw(j  leagues  from  the  land  claimed;  that  he  knows  perfectly  well 
that  the  late  Colonel  Alexander  de  Clouet,  his  father,  the  late  Don  Alexander  Clievalier  de  Clouet,  and  their 
respective  families,  have  occupied  the  land  in  the  rear  of  their  front  tract,  and  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Vermilion,  from  an  earlier  date  even  than  that  stated  by  Mr.  Latiolais;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  present 
when  the  lands  belonging  to  the  succession  of  the  late  Mr.  Lede  were  laid  off  by  the  surveyor,  at  which 
time  ho  perfectly  recollects  the  late  Chevalier  dc  Clouet  was  put  in  possession  of  the  land  in  question,  to 
the  bank  of  the  Vermilion  river,  being  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  the  land  belonging  to  the  said  Lede's 
estate." 

ANDEEW  MAETIN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  December  31,  1820,  in  presence  of— 

LEVIN  WAILES. 

From  a  thorough  examination  of  this  claim,  there  is  little  doubt  of  its  justness. 

On  referring  to  the  files  in  the  claim  confirmed  by  the  commissioners,  B  No.  983,  as  referred  to  in  this 
claim,  it  appears  tliat  the  double  depth  of  forty  arpents,  by  virtue  of  the  above-mentioned  concession,  was 
claimed  by  Joseph  Alexander  de  Clouet  in  his  notice,  and  the  commissioners  have  given  the  area  found  in 
the  scpiare  of  forty  arpents,  without  regard  to  the  diverging  lines  of  the  original  tract. 

As  the  order  of  survey  gives  the  land  in  continuation  of  the  front  tract,  it  must  be  complied  with  by 
continuing  the  lines  of  the  original  tract  to  the  depth  prayed  for. 

The  circumstances  considered,  this  claim  is  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  64.  Charles  Pavie  and  Charles  Noyrit,  trading  under  the  firm  of  Pavie  &  Noyrit,  of  the  parish 
of  Natchitoches,  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  5,876  American  acres,  to  wit:  one  league  square  of  the 
measure  of  Paris,  which  gives  2,500  toises,  or  eighty-three  arpents  and  one-third  of  an  arixjnt,  situated 
at  a  place  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  "Los  Tros  Llanos,"  in  the  said  parish  of  Natchitoches,  being 
the  tract  of  laud  on  which  Louis  Latham  lately  resided,  and  which  was  granted  many  years  ago  by  the 
Sjianish  government  to  a  mau  named  Sanchez.  The  titles  to  this  land  having  been  taken  away  from 
the  grantee  by  irresistible  force,  the  claimants  rely  on  establishing  the  validity  of  their  claims  by  the 
testnnony  which  was  adduced  befoie  the  district  court  at  the  last  term  for  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  in 
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a  suit  iiistitntc'tl    i'V    tla-   claiiiiants   a.u'ainst    the   afdrcsaid   L.mis    l.atliani;    a  copy  of   wliicli  tcsliaioiiy 
autlioiiticatcd  by  tbc    lioiioialilo  .liiil-o  Miin'ay,  is  iirnwitli  filcl,  and  lo  winch  they  iie,n'  leave;  in  i-cfer 

PAVIK  .^;  NOVIMT.  ' 
LOUIS  LA'I'IIAM. 

Natchitoches,  District  Court,  December  term,  l!S20. 

This  suit  was  brought  for  tlie  recovery  of  a  certain  tract  of  hiud  coulainiug  ouc  league  S(|uare, 
situated  on  the  Bayou  de  los  Tres  Llauos,  at  the  jilace  called  Los  Tres  Bhiiios,  in  fiie  pai-isli  of  Natchito- 
ches, uow  iu   the  possession  of  Louis   Latham,  who  occupies  it  as  a  tenant  at  will  of  tlie  I'liiled  Slates, 

according-  to  the  act  of  Congress  passed 1816,  on  the  ground  tliat  the  said  tract  of  hmd  had  bcci'i 

granted  to  Sanchez  by  tlie  Spanish  goverunient  about  sixty  years  ago,  ami  that  his  title  had  been  taken 
from  him  by  irresistible  force. 

rkiiiitijrs  evidence.  "Donation  of  Sanchez  to  Sejiulvedo,  tirst  proved  by  the  subscribing  witn(!sses, 
read  and  marked  No.  1,  dated  .luue  2,  iSlS,  for  one  league  s(iuare.  Sale  from  Seimlvedo  to  I'avie  &, 
Noyrit,  dated  November  18,  1820,  and  marked  No.  2,  for  same  land." 

Felix  Trudeau,  sworn,  says  the  Adizes  were  evacuated  in  1772;  the  grants  iif  land,  miw  generally 
two  leagues  each  or  more,  in  that  part  of  the  Spanish  province,  were  granted  to  all  who  demanded 
them  by  the  governors  of  provinces;  never  less  than  one  league  square  was  granted.  There  were  not 
any  surveys  made  of  lands  thirty  years  ago;  there  was  no  surveycu's  at  that  time;  a  survej'or  was  sent, 
and  became  blind  shortly  alter.  In  1802  or  1803  there  was  an  order  given  to  send  no  re(iuetes  to  New 
Orleans  without  a  plan,  but  the  cominaudant  h.id  the  power  to  give  permission  to  settle.  There  was  less 
strictness  observed  in  granting  titles  on  the  other  side  of  the  Kio  Hondo  tlian  on  this. 

Sanchez,  the  grantee  of  the  land,  introduceil  and  objected  to,  the  objection  maintained,  and  the 
testimony  taken  to  form  i)art  of  the  bill  of  exceptions;  sworn,  says  his  father  had  a  grant  for  a  tract  of 
land  four  leagues  around,  or  one  league  square;  that  governor  Salcedo  took  the  title  with  him  to  St.  .Vntonio, 
when  ho  went  to  take  posscssiiui  of  St.  Antonio.  Louis  Latham  is  in  the  place  where  the  father  of  the 
witness  cleared  and  had  his  house;  the  place  is  called  "Los  Tres  Llanos;''  his  father  had  but  one  child; 
does  not  recollect  the  time  his  father  left  the  Adizes;  does  not  know  how  to  write.  Governor  Lavois 
signed  the  title.  He  does  not  recollect  his  age.  Lavois  was  governor  of  the  internal  provinces;  the 
governor  lived  at  Adizes;  he  was  at  Nacogdoches  when  Salcedo  took  the  titles  from  there,  but  does  not 
know  in  what  year  they  were  taken.  Ho  told  Latham  in  1803  that  the  land  was  his  when  Latham  first 
settled  on  the  same. 

Jose  Ramon  Chaban,  (objected  to,)  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  Sanchez  had  a  title  to  the  laud  at 
"Los  Tres  Llanos;"  cannot  read  and  write;  carried  the  title  to  Salcedo,  at  Nacogdoches,  who  took  the  title 
with  him.  Governor  Salcedo  asked  the  title  of  the  witness;  he  does  not  recollect  in  what  year.  The 
land  had  a  league  square,  as  his  father-in-law  told  him. 

Pedro  de  Lara,  sworn,  knows  that  Sanchez  had  a  title  for  a  tract  of  laiid  of  one  league  square; 
knows  the  title  was  taken  from  Nacogdoches;  has  read  the  title  of  Sanchez;  the  title  was  signed  by 
Lavois,  the  governor,  and  had  a  small  seal.  He  is  eighty-six  years  old,  and  was  born  iu  the  Adizes,  the 
father  of  Sanchez  at  the  Adizes;  ho  was  settled  at  the  "Tres  Llanos.''  Latham  lives  where  Sanchez  was 
settled.  The  settlement  of  the  Adizes  was  broken  up  by  order  of  the  Spanish  government.  Lauds  were 
granted  to  some  of  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sabine.  Sanchez  had  other  lands  given  him.  Does  not 
know  why  Salcedo  took  the  titles  from  Nacogdoches,  but  he  knows  that  Salcedo  never  returned  them. 
Sanchez  had  a  raucho*  iie.ar  Naccigdoches. 

Cherino,  sworn,  says  that  the  father  of  Sanchez  lived  at  "  Tres  Llanos."  Latham  lives  where  the 
father  of  Sanchez  lived,  and  cultivates  the  land  which  Sanchez  opened;  cannot  read  nor  write.  There 
were  grants  made  to  all  those  who  asked  for  lands.  Was  a  child  when  the  Adizes  was  evacuated.  Is 
sixty-seven  years  old.  The  witness  has  seen  Sanchez  in  the  possession  of  the  land  "  De  Los  Tres  Llanos." 
The  land  is  the  best  in  the  countrj-  for  pasturage.  Sanchez  and  Pedro  de  Lara  were  married  when  the 
witness  was  a  child.  Is  a  native  of  the  Adizes.  The  father  of  the  witness  lived  with  the  priest,  and  had 
no  land  of  his  own  either  at  Adizes  or  at  Nacogdoches.  When  Sanchez  left  the  .Adizes,  he  left  a  man 
named  ilansola  on  his  land  to  take  care  of  it;  this  man  died  there. 

Pedro  Procla,  sworn.  The  proprietor  of  the  Tres  Llanos  was  the  father  of  Sanchez.  The  witness 
worked  with  him  for  three  years.  The  house  of  Latham  is  near  where  the  house  of  Sanchez  was.  Latham 
cultivates  wdiere  Sanchez  cultivated,  and  Avhere  the  witness  ploughed.  The  order  was  given  by  the  King 
of  Spain  that  the  troops  and  inhabitants  of  Adizes  sliould  be  removed  to  St.  Antonio;  there  was  no  clause 
in  the  order  disposing  of  their  lands.  Knows  that  Salcedo  passed  tlirough  Nacogdoches  in  1810,  as  he 
can  recollect,  and  took  the  titles  of  the  inhalutants,  saying  that  he  would  confirm  them,  and  give  them 
greater  force.  The  best  pasturage  and  the  best  land  of  Adizes  is  at  Los  Tres  Llanos.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Adizes  were  settled  there,  raised  cattle,  and  made  corn.  He  never  saw  the  title  of  Sanchez.  In 
1772  the  inhabitants  left  the  Adizes;  Rippardo,  governor,  gave  the  orders;  the  witness  recollected  him 
well;  the  witness  is  sixty-five  years  old.  Sand'icz  had  a  title  to  a  small  tract  of  land  given  him  at 
Nacogdoches.  Saw  the  title  of  Jacinto  Mora  about  four  or  five  years  ago.  Inhabitants  formerly  settled 
in  good  faith  on  land  under  a  verbal  permission;  some  with  titles,  but  rarely.  Had  heard  of  GovenK.ir 
Lavois,  but  he  was  before  his  time.  Salcedo  told  the  witness  that  he  took  the  titles  to  have  them  renewed 
in  the  audience  of  Guadalaxara,  to  give  them,  as  he  said,  more  effect.  The  witness  was  appointed  by 
Salcedo  to  survey  for  those  who  requested  land;  that  the  manner  of  (jbtaining  titles  at  Nacogdoches  was 
by  presenting  a  requete  to  the  commandant,  asking  for  the  quantity  of  land  the  parties  wished,  ordinarily 
one  league  square.  The  commandant  then  gave  an  order  to  the  syndic  to  put  the  party  in  possession; 
the  governor  then  gave  an  order  to  the  surveyor  to  measure  the  laud;  the  survey  took,  ordinarily,  three 
men  to  witness,  and  there  was  a  proces  verbal,  in  writing,  made  of  the  proceedings,  wliich  was  con- 
sidered as  completing  the  title.  The  witness  was  sjnidic  at  Nacogdoches  during  the  time  the  Spanish 
government  was  in  existence  at  that  period.  The  abandonment  of  the  Adizes  was  forced;  the  inhabitants 
were  obliged  to  leave  their  crops  in  the  mouth  of  June,  and  were  not  permitted  to  gather  them;  two  or 
three  families  who  were  sick  remained;  the  government  did  not  take  their  lands.  The  iidiabitant.s  went 
to  St.  Antonio.  Cajjtain  y  Barbo  went  to  Mexico  from  there,  and  made  a  representation  to  the  viceroy, 
who  permitted  them  to  re'turn  to  Trinity.  From  there  they  went  to  Nacogdoches,  and  the  revolution  has 
driven  them  here. 

-■  A  tavi'in. 
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I,  William  Murraj',  judge  of  the  district  court  for  the  sixth  district  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  and 
State  of  Louisiana,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foreg'oing-  testiinouy,  contained  in  six  pages,  was  taken 
down  in  writing  by  me  on  the  trial  of  the  cause  of  Louis  Latham  at  the  suit  of  Pavie  &  Noyret,  and 
delivered  on  oath,  the  opposite  parties  cros.s-exatnining.  I  further  certify  that  the  witnesses  are  aged  and 
infirm,  and  Pedro  Procla,  whom  1  personally  know,  is  a  respectable  witness;  and  from  their  manner  of 
giving  in  their  testimony,  I  think  full  faith  and  credit  due  to  the  evidence  of  the  other  witnesses. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  22d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1820. 

WILLL\.M  MUKRAY,  Judge  of  the  Sixth  District. 

From  the  examination  of  all  the  facts  in  this  claim,  it  appears  to  be  genuine;  and,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned in  another,  it  is  not  the  object  of  the  government  to  decide  between  contending  claimants,  but  simply 
to  disavow  the  public  claim.  It  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation,  subject  to  such  other  claim 
as  may  be  established  in  due  course  of  law. 

A  No.  65.  The  legal  representatives  of  Jacob  Schemel,  late  of  the  parhsh  of  St.  Landry,  claim  a  tract 
of  land  of  six  hundred  arpents,  more  or  less,  situated  in  the  Prairie  des  Femmes,  in  the  parish  aforesaid, 
to  wit:  fifteen  arpents  front  on  (he  Bayou  Bourbeau,  with  the  depth  of  tlic  land  of  Mr.  Maurre.  In  this 
claim  the  following  <locuments  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  a  requete  made  by  the  said  Jacob  Schemel 
May  4,  nSO,  to  which  is  annexed  the  certificate  of  approval  by  the  then  commandant,  the  Chevalier  de 
Clouet',  dated  May  2.5,  HkO,  and  the  order  of  survey  by  Governor  dc  Galvez,  dated  June  21,  1181,  con- 
ceding the  land  as  solicited. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim,  among  many  others,  have  been  drawn  from  the  office  of  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  since  the  purchase,  by  the  sale  of  the  office  of  the  former 
surveyor  general  of  tlie  State  of  Louisiana,  as  mentioned  in  a  former  report.  They  appear  to  be  genuine, 
and  the  claim  is  therefore  reconnnended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  66.  Jean  Landry,  of  the  jiarish  of  St.  Martin's,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  and  one-half  American  acres,  having  a  front  of  three  arpents  and  a  half  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  Vermilion,  with  the  depth  extending  from  said  river  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  the  land  of 
Neuville  de  Clouet,  bounded  on  the  northwest  side  by  the  laud  of  Paul  Bro,  and  on  the  southeast  side  by 
land  of  Jean  Charles  Douran,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  survey  filed.  This  tfact  of  land  is  a  part  of  a  grant 
from  the  Spanish  government  to  Jean  Fran(;ois  Ledd.  The  claimant  refers  to  documents  filed  in  the  claim 
of  Valerie  Martin,  No.  38,  to  the  abstract  from  patents  in  the  register's  office,  Opelousas,  and  to  testimony 
adduced  before  the  register  and  receiver  in  the  claim  of  John  Charles  Dugas. 

This  claim  is  circumstanced  precisely  as  that  of  No.  52  and  others,  being  a  bona  fide  purchase  out  of 
the  great  Lede  tract,  and  the  proofs  being  considered  sufficient,  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  con- 
firmation. 

B  No.  67.  The  legal  representatives  of  Pierre  and  Julien  Besson,  brothers,  claim  a  tract  of  land  con- 
taining twelve  hundred  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  one  thousand  fifteen  and  a  half  American  acres,  at  a 
place  called  Ecore  Rouge,  in  the  Geese  prairie,  about  six  leagues  above  the  post  of  Natchitoches,  bounded 
on  one  side  by  the  Bayou  Ecorc  Rouge,  and  on  the  other  bj^  that  called  Bourbeaux.  The  claimants  file 
herewith  a  requete  for  the  said  land,  made  by  the  said  Pierre  and  Julien  Besson  February  25,  1170, 
soliciting  a  grant  of  the  aliove-described  tract  of  land,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  concession  of  the  same 
date,  and  granting  the  said  land  as  .solicited,  made  by  Mr.  Athanase  Mazieres,  at  that  time  lieutenant 
governor  and  commandant  for  the  post  of  Natchitoches. 

In  this  claim  there  are  not  sutfieient,  indeed  no  data  in  the  office  to  test  the  genuineness  of  the  docu- 
ments filed  herein.  Without  knowing  even  that  there  was  ever  such  an  officer  at  the  post  of  Natchitoches 
as  Lieutenant  Governor  de  Mazieres,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  oral  testimony,  this  claim  cannot  for  the 
present  be  reconnnended  for  confirmation.  As  it  bears  marks  of  some  authenticity,  and  as  it  would  be 
unjust  to  condemn  it  without  allowing  tlie  claimants  further  time  to  substantiate  it,  which  it  may  be  ia 
their  power  to  do,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  a  further  time  be  given  to  the  claimants  for  that 
purpose. 

A  No.  68.  Isaac  Crow,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  twenty-seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-live  arpents  and  one-half  of  an  arpent,  equal  to  twentj'-three  thousand 
five  hundred  and  five  American  acres,  being  for  four  square  leagues,  measure  of  Paris,  situated  on  the 
east  or  left  bank  of  the  river  Sabine,  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  to  Nacogdoches,  one-half  of  the  said 
tract  lying  above  or  north  of  the  said  road,  and  the  other  half  below  or  south  of  it,  which  tract  is  one 
moiety  of  a  tract  of  eight  superficial  leagues,  to  wit:  four  leagues  on  the  east,  and  four  leagues  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Sabine,  which  were  conceded  to  Vicente  Michele  June  17,  1797,  by  Don  Jose  Al.  Guadiana, 
lieutenant  governor  for  the  King  at  Nacogdoches  and  its  dependencies,  and  of  which  he,  the  said  Vicente 
Michele,  was  formally  put  in  posisession  on  the  20th  daj'  of  the  same  month  and  year,  by  Don  Jose  Cayetano 
de  Zi'peda,  agreeably  to  the  usages  under  the  Spanish  govermuent  for  that  district.  The  part  of  said 
grant  hereby  claimed  having  been  transferred  Ijy  Vicente  Michele  to  the  claimant  for  the  consideration 
expressed  in  his  deed  of  sale,  bearing  date  at  the  post  of  Nacogdoches,  June  19,  1802,  and  the  said  claimant 
having-  occupied  and  cultivated  the  said  land  ever  since,  and  having  fully  complied  with  the  conditions 
and  stipulations  on  which  he  obtained  the  said  land,  as  appears  by  the  authenticated  documents  tiled  in 
this  claim,  as  follows: 

To  the  lieutenant  governor,  3Tr.  Joseph  M.  Guadiana  : 

Sir:  Vicente  Michele,  a  settler  of  this  place  of  NueMra  Senora  del  Pilar,  of  Nacogdoches,  in  the  district 
of  the  province  of  Texas,  with  due  respect  before  your  honor,  I  take  the  liberty  to  ask  and  solicit,  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  equit.y  and  justice,  without  any  injury  to  previous  solicitations,  saith  that,  residing  in 
the  settlement  of  Nacogdoches,  and  with  the  intention  of  remaining  in  it  as  a  settler,  and  subject  to  orders, 
I  beg  of  your  benevolence,  as  invested  with  the  faculty  of  tlie  distribution  of  the  lands  in  favor  of  those 
who  should  come  to  settle  within  this  comprehension,  grants  to  me  the  privilege  to  settle  myself  at  the 
place  called  Las  Sabinas,  my  object  being  to  raise  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  &c.;  the  lands  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  Sabine,  up  to  the  borders  of  Gulley,  or  Arroyo  de  las  Bori-egas;  said  place  is  vacant  and  unsettled, 
the  Indian,  Pedro  Captain,  having  quitted  and  abandoned  it,  and  also  his  son-in-law,  John  Boden,  since 
better  than  one  year  past,  as  it  is  well  known  to  the  land  commissioner  of  this  district;  in  consequence 
of  which,  if  you  are  pleased  to  grant  to  me,  on  this  side  of  the  river  Sabine,  two  leagues  of  land,  extending 
to  th(!  Arroijo  de  las  Jlorregas  on  the  north  course;  two  more  leagues,  from  the  main  roads  to  the  middle, 
on  the  scuith  course;  two  leagues  on  the  other  side  of  said  river,  in  an  easterly  direction;  two  leag-ues  to 
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tlie  north,  meeting  the  said  main  roads;  to  the  south  two  leagues,  leaving  the  Sabine  free  to  the  iiulilic- 
promising  to  your  honor  that  a  great  deal  of  advantage  and  benelit  will  be  round  by  travellers  at  my 
ostablislunent,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  have  a  eaiioe  for  the  lUMiple  to  cross  witii  more  safety,  which  ferria"-e 
I  will  receive  from  those  who  will  go  about  their  own  Imsiness,  with  exception  to  those  in  liie  K  int;-'s  service 
or  the  interests  of  government,  and,  besides  imt  admitting  any  pay,  1  will  at  any  time  be  ri'ady  pcrsunally 
to  render  any  service  whatever,  and  the  same  with  the  ministers  who  will  be  didy  buund  to  cross  the  river. 
I  will  oblige  myself  to  build  houses  on  the  said  lands,  enclnsures,  and  culli\-ate  that  (lortion  of  the  land 
that  I  possibly  can  within  the  time  re.piirrd  by  the  law,  by  your  lainnr  giving  nie  a  real  and  peisnual 
possession  of  the  said  land;  and  all  that  is  reiiuired  as  testimony  fur  my  own  safety  and  my  rights, 
granting  me  this  writing  or  document  on  this  paper,  as  there  is  none  of  the  stanrped  pajier  in  all  this 
vicinity,  as  the  law  directs.     In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed.     Nacogdoches,  Jiuio  17,  1797 

VKJENTE  MICIIELE. 

Apply  to  the  procurador,  say  land  commissioner  of  this  district,  which  will  lca\-e  the  interested  party 
in  possession  of  the  land  of  his  solicitude,  j)rovided  there  be  no  interference  of  a  third. 

JOSE  N.  GUADIANA. 

I,  Jose  Cayetano  dc  Zcpeda,  land  commissioner  and  surveyor  for  this  settlement  of  Nacogdoches,  in 
virtue  of  the  foregoing  decree:  I  have  been  on  the  said  lands  solicited  by  the  said  Vicente  Michel.-^  which 
lies  on  each  side  of  the  river  Sabine,  at  the  ferry,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Los  Sabinaif;  ami  having  seen 
and  examined  the  said  place  named  ios  <So6(/iOi-!,  I  found  no  objection  in  granting  to  him  on  the  north 
course  two  leagues  on  the  one  and  the  other  side,  and  on  the  westward  two  leagues  on  each  side,  leaving 
free  and  for  the  pnblic  good  the  Sabines,  as  also  the  canoe  that  will  be  put  for  the  benefit  and  good  of  the 
public,  each  person  [laying  twenty-tive  cents,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each  load  of  mules,  and  tvveuty-iivc 
cents  for  each  load  of  horses;  and  he  is  to  l>e  at  any  time  in  readiness  for  the  service  (if  government,  with- 
out any  charges,  also  with  the  ministers.  I  took  with  me  the  said  Vicente  Micheli',  and  we  went  on  the 
said  conrses,  and  at  each  corner  of  said  lan<I,  and  in  sign  of  possession,  he  madi;  marks  on  trees,  cut  some 
trees  down,  &c.;  and  I  granted  him  the  said  possession  in  the  name  of  his  ^Majestj-,  in  ju-esence  of  the 
witnesses,  my  assistants,  with  whom  1  did,  and  for  want  of  a  notary  public,  as  there  is  none  here,  and 
having  wrote  this  on  common  paper,  having  none  of  the  stamped,  which  1  certify.  Nacogdoches,  Juno 
20,  17'97. 

JOSEPH  CAYETANO  DE  ZEFEDA. 

Joseph  Louis  de  la  Vega. 

AXDEI'S   Kuiz. 

[Here  follows  the  transfer  of  Vicente  Micliele  to  Joseph  Miguel  Crow,  in  the  post  (jf  Nacogdoches, 
June  19,  1802.] 

I,  Miguel  de  Musqnez,  commandant  of  this  post,  lieutenant,  military  and  political,  acting  in  place  of 
notary  public,  with  witnesses  of  assistants,  for  want  of  a  public  officer  or  notary  public,  as  there  is  none 
in  this  coni|ireliension,  personally  appeared  before  me  Vicente  Michele  and  Miguel  Crow:  the  first  says 
that  the  lands  arc  his  own  on  the  river  Sabine,  passage  to  the  Sabine^,  to  be  transferred  unto  the  said 
Crow,  those  in  the  said  comprehension  that  lie  rm  the  eastern  side  of  the  said  river,  under  the  condition 
that  he  is  to  remain  on  the  ground  and  discharge  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  title  granted  to  him  for  the 
said  land,  and  that  the  person  or  persons  representing  or  acting  fir  the  above-mentioned  Crow,  to  cross 
as  is  stipulated  and  agreed  wnth  Vicente  Michele;  and  in  case  he  should  wish  to  sell  or  dispose  of  said 
land,  he  is  duly  bound  to  do  it  with  regard  to  the  conditions  herein  mentioned,  ami  that  the  said  receives 
the  same,  and  agrees  to  observe  the  above  conditions  as  they  are  stipulated  in  the  grant  thereof;  and  that 
this  of  writing  was  extended  the  same  way.  It  was  agreed  npon  and  signed  by  the  said  Micliele,  and 
Crow  made  his  cross,  and  I,  the  said  judge,  have  signed  the  same,  with  two  witnesses  rci|uired,  which 
I  certify. 

VICENTE  MICHELE. 

Witnesses:  MicrEi,  de  Musqcez. 
BossiE  Davenport. 

[Here  follows  the  agreement  respecting  the  plat.] 

To  the  commandant  : 

Sir:  Joseph  Miguel  Crow,  a  settler  of  this  jurisdiction  of  Nuestra  Senora  del  Pilar,  of  Nacogdoches, 
on  the  borders  of  the  river  Sabines,  before  you,  with  due  respect,  says  that,  in  the  month  of  April,  1796,  he 
settled  himself  on  said  river,  and  built  a  fiat  on  his  own  account  to  cross  said  river  with.  The  conditions 
stipulated  in  the  petition  presented  at  that  time  for  this  purpose,  wdiich  grant  was  made  to  him  by  decree 
of  the  Commandant  that  had  the  command  that  year,  and,  having  misunderstood  the  said  contract,  has 
experienced  and  suffered  to  tliis  day  the  greatest  extortions  with  his  numerous  family,  as  it  is  evident, 
seeing  himself  obliged  either  to  quit  or  to  ask  of  your  notorious  goodness  to  make  void  his  obligations  in 
the  said  contract,  and  admit  the  same,  as  it  is  an  act  of  justice,  and  make  the  following:  "That  all  public 
affairs  or  King's  business,  and  also  the  priests,  will  pass  as  soon  as  they  will  call,  without  charges;  that 
the  carts  or  wagons,  wlien  the  river  is  high,  in  that  case  only  will  pay  three  dollars,  and  when  the  water 
extends  in  the  swamp  six  dollars  each  cart.  It  is  well  understood  this  price  is  tiir  the  cart,  oxen,  &c., 
belonging  to  the  same,  together  with  the  horses  for  the  use  of  those  that  conduct  the  cart.  That  an  empty 
cart  at  low-  water  will  have  to  pay  two  dollars,  and  four  dollars  at  high  water;  that  a  single  ]iassciiger  or 
traveller  at  high  water  will  pay  two  bits  ferriage  for  himself  and  two  bits  for  his  horse,  if  he  has  one,  and 
two  bits  for  the  load  of  each  mule  or  horse.  In  consideration  of  your  goodness,  I  expect  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  this  my  solicitude.''     Nacogdoches,  May  24,  1S03. 

Acting  in  behalf  of  JOSEPH  CHABEAU, 
MICHAEL  CROW. 


"In  the  town  of  Nacogdoches,  May  2.5,  1S03, 1,  Miguel  de  ^lusquez,  military  and  political  commandant 
of  this  town  and  its  jurisdiction,  in  considerati(in  of  the  exposure  or  representation  made  by  Miguel  Crow, 
and  the  benefit  deriving  by  it  to  the  public  of  this  place,  I  do  lierel\y  approve  of  the  establishing  of  a  fiat 
to  the  foregoing  solicitude  in  order  to  cross  this  river,  which  is  commoidy  wide  and  rises  very  frequently. 
In  cousequencc  of  the  same,  I  declare  to  be  granted   as  he  asks,  and  I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  made 
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known  to  the  public,  and  delivered  him  a  copy  of  this  document,  and  I  have  signed  the  same  with  two 
witnesses." 

MIGUEL  DE  MUSQUEZ. 

his 

MIGUEL  +  CROW. 

mark. 

N.  B. — On  the  twenty-second  day  of  tlie  month  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  five,  this 
copy  was  taken  from  the  original,  and  is  true  and  correct,  and  compared  with  that,  that  remaining  in  the 
records  made  by  Joseph  M.  Guadiana  and  the  Lieutenant  Miguel  de  Musquez,  my  predecessors  in  com- 
mand, and  by  the  solicitude  of  Miguel  Crow  and  Jean  Say:  I  sign  these  presents  with  two  witnesses,  as 
there  is  no  notary  public. 

Witnesses:  Joseph  Manuel  Delgado, 
Manuel  Bust.uiante, 
Joseph  Joaquin  Ugarte. 

State  of  Louisiana,  Parish  of  Natchitoches  : 

Personally  before  me,  David  Case,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  parish  aforesaid,  appeared 
Joseph  Carriere,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  translation  from 
the  original  copy  in  Spanish. 

.Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  8th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1820,  before  me,  said  David  Case,  justice  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  parish  aforesaid. 

JOSEPH  CAREIERE. 

The  f  illowing  oral  testimony  has  been  filed  in  the  claim  of  Isaac  Crow,  of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river 
Sabine,  at  the  place  where  the  road  from  Natchitoches  to  Nacogdoches  crosses  the  said  river: 

"  William  Shewell,  being  sworn,  deposeth  that  he  is  at  present  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  a  native 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  that  about  twenty-five  years  ago  he  went  to  Nacogdoches,  where  he  resided 
several  years;  that  his  place  of  residence  has  been  frequently  changed  since;  but  having  resided  under 
the  Spanish  government,  and  chielly  within  the  province  of  Texas,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  during 
tliat  time  having  frequently  travelled  the  road  between  Natchitoches  and  Nacogdoches,  he  has  been  well 
acquainted  with  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by  Isaac  Crow,  under  his  purchase  from  a  man  named  Vicente 
Michele,  on  the  river  Sabine,  where  the  said  road  crosses  it.  The  deponent  knows  that  a  man  named 
Chabineau,  was  established  on  the  laud  in  question,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  ferry,  about  twenty 
years  ago,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection.  That  the  said  Chabineau  had  resided  at  the  place  about  two 
years,  when  he  was  accidentally  drowned  in  crossing  the  river.  That  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years 
ago  the  claimant,  Isaac  Crow,  having  married  the  widow  of  Chabineau,  settled  on  the  laud  in  question, 
and  purchased  from  the  said  Vicente  Michele  the  part  of  the  tract  which  lies  on  the  east  or  left  bank  of 
the  river,  on  condition  of  his  keeping  up  the  ferry  and  crossing  of  the  King's  troops,  and  the  priests,  and 
the  said  Michele,  and  those  in  his  euiploy,  free  of  any  ferriage;  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  these  condi- 
tions were  fully  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  said  Crow,  who  continued  to  reside  at  the  place  until 
about  seven  years  since,  when  he  lelt  home  to  attend  to  some  affairs  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississii)pi, 
and  has  not  since  returned,  although  his  family  still  remains  there  and  has  kept  up  the  ferry,  and  has 
nearly  fifty  acres  of  land  under  cultivation." 

his 

WM.  +  SHEWELL. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  described  before  me  December  30,  1820. 

LEVIN  WAILES,  Eegister  of  the  Land  Office. 

The  land  mentioned  in  the  foregoing-  claim  is  situated  in  the  Neutral  Territory,  or  in  that  district  ol 
country  between  the  Rio  Hond  oand  Sabine,  whose  jurisdiction  was  in  dispute  between  the  governments 
of  the  United  States  and  the  province  of  Texas  before  the  treaty  ratified  February  22,  1819. 

The  undersigned  register  being  one  of  the  commissioners  for  receiving  and  reporting  those  claims  in 
the  Neutral  Territory  aforesaid,  it  is  proper  here  to  observe  that  those  commissioners  agreed  to  pass  over 
all  those  claims  that  might  have  been  entered  with  the  register  under  the  act  of  May  11,  1820,  to  bo 
disposed  of  in  these  reports.  This  claim  has  therefore  been  taken  up  and  examined,  and,  from  the  docu- 
ments filed  and  testimony  adduced,  the  claim  is  recommended  for  confirmation  for  a  quantity  not  exceeding 
one  league  square,  or  five  thousand  seven  hundred  superficial  American  acres,  to  be  taken  on  tlie  east 
bank  of  the  river  Sabine,  in  the  county  of  Natchitoches,  at  the  ferry  where  the  road  crosses  from  Natchi- 
toches to  Nacogdoches,  and  to  be  located  the  one-half  north  and  the  other  lialf  south  of  said  road. 

A  No.  69.  The  legal  representatives  of  George  Miller,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claim  a  tract 
of  laud  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  arpents,  equal  to  40(;.21  American  acres,  to  wit:  twelve  arpents  in 
front  ])y  forty  in  depth,  situated  on  the  Bayou  Bourbeaux,  in  the  same  parish,  and  bounded  on  one  side 
by  land  of  Jacob  Miller,  and  on  tlie  other  s"ide  by  the  domain,  at  the  time  of  the  concession  thereof  In 
this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  the  requete  of  the  said  George  xMiller, 
dated  at  Opelousas,  September  19,  1788,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-deserilied  tract  of  land,  to  which 
is  subjoined  the  certificate  of  approval  by  the  commandant  of  Opelousas,  Mr.  Porstall,  dated  the  day  and 
year  above  mentioned,  stating  that  the  said  described  land  was  of  the  domain,  together  with  the  order  of 
survey  of  Governor  Miro,  dated  June  1.5,  1791,  granting  the  said  land,  as  solicited,  to  the  said  George 
Miller.  .  '  b  o  o 

The  requete  and  concession  tiled  in  this  claim  have  been  drawn  from  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  which  were  purchased  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  1818,  from  the  succession 
of  the_  late  surveyor  general  of  the  Spanish  province  of  Louisiana.  They  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  the 
claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  70.  The  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Silvestre,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claim  a 
tract  of  land  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  superficial  arpents,  equal  to  270.81  American  acres,  to 
wit:  eight  arpents  front,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty,  situated  at  a  place  called  the  Grand  Prairie, 
m  the  aforesaid  parish,  and  bounded,  at  tlie  time  of  the  concession  thereof,  on  one  side  by  Mr.  Franche, 
and  on  the  otlier  side  by  Mr.  Joseph  F<jnteneau. 

In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  lieen  filed,  to  wit:  the  requete  of  the  said  Joseph 
Silvestre,  dated  at  Opelousas,  August  30,  1780,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  to 
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which  is  subjoined  the  certifiL-ate  nf  the  C'lievalior  ilc  ClouL't,  then  conmiaiRlaul  of  OpclDiisas,  ihitcd 
Scpteinber  4,  1780,  stating'  that  tliu  said  land  was  <il"  tlie  domain.  The  couccssinn  m-  order  ol'  mi/ M-y  by 
Governor  de  Galvez,  dated  at  New  Orh'ans,  June  '21,  1781,  orderini;'  the  enniniandaiil  t.i  juit  thr  inlitioner 
in  possession  ot"the  above-deseribed  liact  ol'land. 

The  requete  and  con  cess  ion  filed  in  this  el  aim  have  bcni  drawn  IVom  tl Hi  cc  of  I  he  surveyor  I'-cnera! 

in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  wliieh  were  puii-liascil  liy  the  Stall'  ol'  Liriiisiana  in  Isis,  IVom  the  succession 
of  the  late  surveyor  general  of  the  Sjianisli  ju-ovinee  of  Louisiana.  'Jhry  apiirar  to  lie  genuine,  and  the 
claim  is  therefore  rcconiineuded  for  conlirmation. 

B  No.  71.  Juan  Aldereta,  of  tlic  p;uisli  of  Natcliitoeh(^s,  claims  a  tract  of  land  of  eiulit  liuiidrcul 
superficial  arponts,  ecjual  to  t'u7  Ameiiean  acres,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  finnt,  situated  on  the  river 
Colorado,  with  forty  in  depth,  at  t\venty  arpents  distance,  niort.'  or  less,  from  the  m^uth  of  a  ri\-er  whiili 
enters  four  leagues  hchnv  Rapides,  in  the  parish  of  Kapides,  and  bounded,  at  the  time  of  the  eonee.ssi(ju 
thereof,  on  both  sides  by  his  ^Majesty's  domain. 

In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  litlo  have  been  fileil,  to  wit:  The  reipic'te  of  the  said  claimant, 
without  date,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  concession 
or  order  of  survey  of  (lovernor  de  (iaivez,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  June  S,  1777,  oiilering  the  surveyor  of 
tiie  province  to  establish  the  jn'titioner  rtn  the  above-described  tract  (jf  land. 

From  a  view  of  the  documents  liled  in  this  claim,  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  a  forgery.  The  claim 
is  unaccompanied  by  any  oral  testimony,  and  as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  claimant  to  reimive  all 
doubts  and  to  establish  his  title  by  the  introduction  of  lurther  evidence,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that 
further  time  be  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

B  No.  72.  Jean  Tomazeau,  of  the  parish  of  Kapiih's,  claims  n  tract  of  land  of  si.Kteiai  hundred  superli- 
cial  arpents,  equal  to  1,354  American  acres,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  of  land  front  on  both  sides  of  the 
Baj'ou  Delorme,  in  the  said  parish  of  Kapides,  and  below  tlie  village  Biloeci,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of 
forty  arpents,  and  bounded  above  and  below  by  the  domain.  In  this  claim  the  fcjllowing  documents  of 
title  have  been  tiled,  to  wit:  The  requetc  of  the  said  claimant,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  November  8,  1798, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  to  which  is  subjoined  tlje  concession  or  order  of 
survey  b}'  Governor  Gayoso,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  November  11.  1798,  ordering  the  surveyor,  Don 
Carlos  Trudeau,  to  establish  the  party  upon  the  above-descril)ed  land. 

From  a  view  of  the  documents  tiled  in  this  claim,  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  a  forgery.  The 
claim  is  unaccompanied  bj*  any  oral  testimony,  and,  as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  tlie  claimnnt  to  remove 
all  doubts  and  to  establish  his  title  by  the  introduction  of  further  evidence,  it  is  therefore  recommended 
that  further  time  be  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

B  No.  73.  Louis  Duran,  of  the  parish  of  Ouachita,  claims  a  tract  of  land  of  three  thousand  two 
hundred  superiicial  arpents,  equal  to  2,708.10  American  acres,  to  wit:  forty  arpents  of  land  front,  situated 
on  both  sides  of  the  Petit  Bachele,  below  the  village  of  the  Biloccis,  in  the  parish  of  P>apides,  with  the 
depth  of  forty  arpents,  and  bounded  on  both  sides  by  his  Majesty's  domain  at  tlie  time  of  the  concession 
thereof.  In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed:  the  requete  of  the  claimant, 
without  date,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  order  of 
survey  of  Governor  Miro,  dated  May  4,  1788,  granting  the  said  land  as  solicited,  and  ordering  the  sur- 
veyor, Don  Carlos  Trudeau,  to  establish  the  claimant  thereon. 

From  a  view  of  the  documents  filed  in  this  claim,  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  a  forgery;  but,  as 
has  been  mentioned  in  the  other  claims,  it  is  recommended  to  give  further  time  for  the  introduction  of 
testimony,  as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  claimant,  by  that  means,  to  substantiate  his  claim. 

A  No.  74.  Joseph  Irwin,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  six  thousand 
four  hundred  square  arpents,  equal  to  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixteen  and  two-tenths  of  an  acre, 
to  wit:  eighty  arpents  square,  situated  at  the  place  called  the  Ant  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
about  twenty  leagues  in  a  northwesterly  direction  from  the  village  of  Natchitoches,  on  the  river  Sabine; 
which  tract  of  laud  was  conceded  bj-  the  Spanish  government  to  Paul  Bonet  Lafitte  August  16,  1800,  by 
Don  Miguel  de  Moral,  then  civil  and  military  commandant,  exercising  the  oflice  and  authority  of  lieuten- 
ant governor  for  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  and  its  dependencies.  The  claimant  hath  filed  in  his  claim 
the  original  concession  above  referred  to,  to  which  is  annexed  an  assignment  or  donation  by  the  said  Paul 
Bonet  Lafitte  to  Louis  and  Cffisar  Lafitte  for  the  said  tract  of  land,  dated  September  18,  1800,  and  a  transfer, 
by  assignment,  of  the  said  land  bj-  the  said  Cwsar  Lafitte  and  Louis  Lafitte  to  the  claimant,  dated  September 
10,  1814,  which  has  been  duly  proved  and  authenticated  before  the  judge  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  as 
will  appear  by  the  certificate  under  his  signature  and  the  seal  of  his  office,  dated  April  21,  1818. 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  definite  quantity  of  land  is  expressed  in  the  concession  already  referred  to. 
The  claimant,  nevertheless,  relies  on  the  justice  of  Congress  to  confirm  his  title  to  the  extent  he  claims, 
because  he  is  well  assured  that  it  was  well  understood  between  the  lieutenant  governor  and  commandant 
at  Nacogdoches  and  the  grantee  that  there  were  to  have  been  laid  oft'  under  the  said  concession  the 
quantity  of  two  square  leagues  of  land;  and  that  the  claim  has,  ever  since  the  date  of  the  concession, 
been  respected  as  a  valid  one  by  the  neighbors  to  that  extent. 

The  claimant  miglit  refer  to  many  documents  in  the  register's  oflice  of  the  western  district  to  establish 
that,  under  the  Spanisli  authorities  at  Nacogdoches,  the  grants  of  land  were  frequently  for  two,  four,  and 
Sometimes  as  manj' as  eight  square  leagues;  he  will,  however,  confine  his  references  to  the  documents 
filed  in  the  claim  of  Isaac  Crow,  and  to  the  testimony  in  the  claim  of  Pavy  and  Noyrit,  which  he  hopes 
will  satisfy  the  lionoralile  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  he  is  at  least  entitled  to  so  much  hind  as  he 
has  claimed,  and  which  is  less  than  the  area  of  a  square  league,  the  smallest  quantity  for  which  grants 
from  Nacogdoches  were  usually  made. 

The  following  is  an  exact 'translation  of  the  above-mentioned  grant,  and  the  transfers  made  thereof: 

Don  Joseph  Michel  del  Moral  and  Zenaltos,  acting  as  commandant,  military  and  civil,  of  this  town  of 
Nacogdoches  and  its  jurisdiction,  &c. 

In  the  execution  of  the  royal  jurisdiction  which  I  exercise,  and  in  consideration  of  the  just  right 
which  Paul  Lafitte  has  to  a  piece  of  laud  to  be  located  at  the  place  called  the  Ant  Hill,  he  hath  appeared 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  granted  to  him;  which  I  order  and  command,  and  have  signed  the 
same,  with  the  two  assistant  witnesses  undersigned,  August  16,  1800.     In  faith  whereof,  I  hereby  certify 

the  same. 

JOSE  MIGUEL  DE  MORAL. 

Witnesses:    Jose  Del.a-Sox. 

Jo.\CHIN'  DE  I.0S  AXCELLES. 

vol,.  IV 6.5  c 
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"I  acknowledge,  by  thi.s  writing'  nmler  iny  hand,  to  have  given,  as  a  pure  donation,  to  Louis  and 
Csesar  Lalitte  the  above-described  laud.     In  I'ailh  whereof,  I  have  signed  thi.s  Septendier  18,  1800. 

"PABLO  BONET  LAFITTE." 

"Transferred  to  Joseph  Irwin  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  which  he  paid  me  at  Bayou  Pierre, 
September  10,  1814. 

"  C  JESAR  LAFITTE. 
"LOUIS  LAFITTE. 
"  Witnesses: 

"Marcel  de  Soto. 

"XuYRIT." 

Tlu^  following  is  a  copy  of  the  acknowledgment  taken  before  the  judge  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches: 
"This  21st  daj-  of  April,  1818,  personally  ajipeared  before  me,  P.  D.  C'aillcau  Lafontaine,  judge  of  the 
parish  of  Natchitoches,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  ex-oflicio  notary  public  for  and  in  the  aforesaid 
parish,  appeared  Charles  Noyrit,  of  the  said  parish,  who,  in  presence  of  David  Case  and  Miguel  Arcienega, 
has  acknowledged  his  signature  to  the  above  and  within  deed^s  witness,  and  has  also  declared  he  was 
present  when  the  principals,  Caesar  Lafitte  and  Louis  Lafitte,  signed  the  same  in  his  presence,  and  the 
said  Charles  Noyrit  signed  the  same  after  reading,  with  the  above-named  witnesses,  the  day,  month,  and 
year'above  written. 

"NOYRIT. 
"Attest:   David  Case. 

"Miguel  Akcie.ntaga." 
"  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  name  and  seal  of  office. 

"  P.  D.  CAILLEAU  LAFONTAINE."  [l.  s.] 

This  is  a  claim  situated  in  the  Neutral  Territory,  and  the  same  may  be  here  observed  as  in  No.  68,  to 
which  reference  is  made.  The  documents  seem  to  be  genuine,  and  the  claim  is  recommended  for  con- 
firmation. 

A  No.  15.  The  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Valliere  Dauterive  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing 
1,600  superficial  arpents,  eijual  to  1,354  American  acres,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  front  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  Teche,  with  forty  arpents  in  depth,  bounded  at  the  time  of  the  concession  on  one  side  by  the  land  of 
the  Widow  Gregoire,  and  on  the  other  side  by  land  claimed  by  the  Chetimaches  Indians. 

In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  Ist.  The  requete  of  the  said 
Joseph  Valliere  Dauterive,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  laud,  and  dated  August  2,  1788. 
2d.  The  certificate  of  approval  by  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  commandant  of  the  post  of  Attakapas,  stating  the 
lands  to  be  of  the  domain,  dated  September  22,  1118.  3d.  The  concession  or  order  of  survey  by  Governor 
de  Galvez,  ordering  the  said  commandant  to  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the  land  prayed  for.  4th. 
The  certificate  of  the  said  commandant,  stating  that  he  had  put  the  party  in  possession  of  said  land  in 
presence  of  witnesses,  dated  November  20,  1*180.  5th.  The  patent  or  title  in  form  to  Joseph  Valliere 
Dauterive  for  the  said  described  tract  of  land,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  January  15,  1183,  and  signed  by 
Governor  Miro. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  have  been  examined,  and  are  thought  to  be  genuine.  An 
endorsement,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  former  register,  is  found  on  the  files  in  the  following  words: 
"Copied  from  the  originals,  which  have  been  carefully  examined  and  found  to  be  of  unquestionable 
authenticit}',"  and  signed  by  the  said  register. 

Tlie  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  16.  The  legal  representatives  of  Pierre  Naizat  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  480  superficial 
arpents,  equal  to  406.21  American  acres,  to  wit:  twelve  arpents  front,  with  forty  in  depth,  twenty  whereof 
to  be  taken  in  the  woods,  and  the  remainder  in  the  prairie  at  a  place  called  the  Grande  Coulee,  running 
east  and  west,  and  bounded  at  the  time  of  the  concession  by  the  King's  domain. 

In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed,  to  wit:  1st.  The  requete  of  the  said 
Pierre  Naizat  for  the  above-described  tract  of  land,  dated  July  28,  1114.  2d.  The  order  of  the  survey  or 
concession  by  Governor  de  Unzaga,  ordering  the  commandant  to  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the 
land  prayed  for,  and  to  fix  and  place  the  boundaries  thereof,  dated  January  15,  1116.  3d.  The  certificate 
of  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  commandant  of  Attakapas,  setting  forth  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's 
decree,  he  had  put  the  petitioner  in  possession  of  the  land  solicited,  and  fixed  the  boundaries,  in  presence 
of  witnesses,  dated  Novemlier  24,  1116.  4th.  The  patent  or  title  in  form  to  the  said  Pierre  Naizat  for 
the  above-described  tract  of  land,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  January  5,  1111,  and  signed  by  Governor  de 
Galvez. 

On  examination  of  the  patent  or  title  in  form,  {iitulo  en  forma,)  it  is  found  to  correspond  with  the 
abstract  of  patents  deposited  in  this  ofiice.  It  is  believed  to  be  genuine,  and  the  claim  is  therefore 
reconnnended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  11.  The  legal  representatives  of  Mr.  De  Villieres  claim  a  tract  of  land  containing  480  super- 
ficial arpents,  equal  to  four  hundred  and  six  and  twenty-one-hundredths  American  acres,  to  wit:  six  arpents 
front  by  forty  in  depth,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Teche,  and  the  same  quantity  on  the  east 
bank,  commencing  at  the  boundary  of  Gregoire  Pellerin,  thence  descending  the  said  bayou  to  the  Indian 
village. 

In  this  claim  the  following  documents  of  title  have  been  filed:  1st.  The  requete  of  Thomas  Acken, 
dated  at  Attakapas,  September  15,  1111,  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land.  2d.  The 
certificate  of  the  commandant  of  xVttakapas,  Mr.  Fuselier  de  la  Claire,  approving  the  said  requete,  and 
certifying  that  the  land  was  of  the  domain,  dated  January  24,  1112.  3d.  The  concession  or  order  of  survey 
by  Governor  de  Unzaga,  without  date,  ordering  the  said  commandant  to  put  the  petitioner  in  possession 
of  the  above  land,  and  to  fix  and  place  the  boundaries  thereof.  4th.  The  certificate  of  the  same  com- 
mandant, setting  forth  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's  order,  he  had  put  the  petitioner  in  possession 
of  the  land  solicited,  in  presence  of  the  neighbors,  and  fixed  the  boundaries  thereof,  dated  May  12,  1112. 
5th.  The  patent  or  title  in  form  to  Thomas  Acqucn  for  the  said  tract  of  land,  dated  at  New  Orleans, 
November  6,  1112,  and  signed  by  Governor  de  Unzaga.  6th.  A  certificate  written  on  the  above  requete, 
dated  May  20,  1118,  and  signed  by  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  then  commandant  of  Attakapas,  certifying 
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the  transfer  of  the  said   title  to  Mr.  Dc  Villicrcs.     Ith.  A  pajjer  written   iimler  the  jirivate  sig-iialure  of 
Thomas  Ackeii,  whereby  it  appears  that  he  had  transferred  the  said  land  to  Mr.  De  Viliicn-s. 

On  examination  of  the  patent  or  title  in  lorni,  {litulo  en  foniia,)  it  is  found  (o  currespond  wilh  the 
abstract  of  patents  deposited  in  this  olliee.  It  is  believed  to  ho  !;-ennine,  and  the  t'laini  is  thi'refon-  M/enni- 
meuded  for  eonfirmation. 

A  No.  78.  The  leg-al  representatives  of  .Inhu  (Madoni,i;o,  late  of  the  ennnly  of  ()|Hl.iusas,  dci-eascil, 
claim  a  tract  of  laud  containinj;'  240  superficial  arpents,  e(inal  to  aliout  20:!  acres,  bein^i,-  for  six  arpenls 
front,  with  fort}'  arpents  in  depth,  situated  in  the  jiarish  of  St.  Landry.  The  claimants  liave  referred  I'or 
evidence  of  their  title  to  the  foUowinj;'  documents  already  on  record  in  tht^  re;;-isler's  ollic(>  at  Opehiusas, 
that  is  to  say:  a  concession  made  February  1 1,  170;"),  by  Messrs.  Aubrey,  commandant,  and  Foncaull, 
onlDnnali'in;  otBcers  under  the  g-overnment  of  the  French  province  of  Louisiana,  to  Mr.  (luillory,  for  ''six 
arpents  of  land  front  on  the  baj-ou  of  Opelousas,  witli  the  ordinary  di'pth,  bdumiod  nn  (ini>  siilr  by  the 
vacherie  of  Mr.  Kicard,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  part  which  may  be  occii]iicd  by  Mr.  Lamerand,  and 
ten  other  arpents  front  on  the  bayou  Bccuf,"  an  autiienticated  i^xtract  from  which  I'onccssion  or  .^ranl,  givi'u 
by  Mr.  Gurley,  former  register  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans,  is  reeorde(l  in  the  register's  olliee  at 
Opclousas,  in  book  No.  4,  jnige  104;  also  an  extract  from  the  registry  of  proceedings  of  the  superior 
council  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  dated  December  29,  1700,  by  which  the  land  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  are  adjudicated  to  the  grantee  in  a  suit  between  him  and  a  Madame  (iirard;  subjoined  to 
which,  under  date  of  April  27,  1778,  is  an  original  instnunent,  by  which  Baptiste  fiuillmy  (supiiosed  to 
be  the  son  of  Gregoire  Guillory,  the  grantee)  has  sold  and  transferred,  in  presence  of  I\[r.  de  (Jhjuet,  then 
commandant,  the  title  of  the  land  mentioned  in  the  decision  of  the  superior  coinicil  aforesaid  to  the  above- 
named  John  Gradenigo,  which  decision  and  transfer  of  title  are  also  recorded  in  the  register's  office  at 
Opelousas,  in  book  No.  4,  pages  10.5  to  108,  inclusive,  out  of  which  lands  the  said  (iradeuigo  having  sold 
but  the  part  fronting  on  bayou  Bceuf,  of  ten  by  forty  arpents,  to  John  Tear,  to  whom  the  title  was  con- 
lirnied  by  the  certificate  of  the  late  board  of  commissioners,  marked  A  No.  93,  it  necessarily  results  that 
the  six  arpents  front  now  claimed  must  still  I'C  of  right  the  property  of  the  lieii's  of  tlie  <leceased  John 
Gradenigo,  who  have  solicited  a  confirmation  of  their  title. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  seem  to  fie  g-enuine,  the  facts  stated  in  the  notice  to  lie  true,  and 
the  claim  is  therefore  reconunended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  79.  The  legal  representatives  of  Louis  Latiolais,  of  the  county  of  Attakapas,  deceased,  claim 
800  superficial  arpents  of  land,  cqtial  to  677  acres,  to  wit:  twenty  arpents  front  by  the  depth  of  forty  arpents, 
situated  in  the  quarter  of  Bellevue,  on  Placquemine  Brule,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  and  bi.unded  on 
one  side  b^'  land  formerly  owned  by  Sibrairie  Saunier,  and  on  the  other  side  by  that  which  formerly 
belong-ed  to  Mr.  Mondon. 

The  claimants  have  referred  for  evidence  of  their  title  to  the  abstract  from  patents  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  now  making  ]>art  of  the  records  in  the  ofHce  of  the  register  at 
Opelousas,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  on  March  5,  1778,  the  said  tract  of  land  was  patented  by  the 
then  governor  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  to  Bertrand  Auret.  And  they  have  filed  with  this  notice  an 
authenticated  copy  from  the  records  of  the  office  of  the  judge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  of  a  sale  made 
of  the  above-descVibed  tract  of  land,  dated  November  21,  1790,  by  the  commandant  of  Opelousas,  to 
Dejean  and  Lastrapes,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  Auret;  and  also  of  an  act  executed 
before  Celestin  Lavcrgne,  notary  public  for  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  dated  September  23,  1820,  by  which 
Henry  Lastrapes,  surviving  partner  of  the  house  of  Dejean  &  Lastrapes,  acknowledges  to  have  sold  and 
received  payment  from  the  aforesaid  Louis  Latiolais,  deceased,  of  the  above-described  tract  of  land. 

The  patent  or  title  in  form  {titido  en  forma)  filed  in  this  claim  has  been  examined,  and  is  found  to 
correspond  with  the  abstract  of  patents  making  part  of  the  records  of  this  oiKcc.  It  is  believed  to  be 
genuine,  and  the  claim  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  80.  The  legal  representatives  of  Michel  Bernard,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  deceased, 
claim  800  superficial  arpents  of  land,  equal  to  seven  hundred  and  ten  and  eighty-six-hundr.edths  American 
acres,  being  for  ten  arpents  front  by  the  depth  of  forty-two  arpents  on  each  side  of  the  Bayou  Careucro, 
bounded,  at  the  date  of  the  grant  on  one  side  by  the  land  of  John  Gilbeau,  and  on  the  other  side  by 
the  land  of  Silvian  Broussard;  which  tract  of  land  was  granted  by  Governor  de  Galvez  March  5,  1778. 

The  claimants  have  referred  for  the  evidence  of  their  title  to  the  abstract  of  patents  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  commissioners,  and  now  making  part  of  the  records  of  the  register's  office  in  Opelousas;  and 
also  to  the  record  book  No.  3,  page  316,  in  which  the  original  patent  herein  referred  to  has  been 
enregistered  by  the  late  register,  but  delivered  out  without  the  same  having  been  acted  on  by  the  board 
of  commissioners. 

On  examining  this  claim  it  is  found  not  exactly  to  correspond  with  the  abstract  of  patents,  as  it 
regards  the  quantity;  the  dates  and  boundaries,  however,  are  found  to  be  similar.  But  on  referring  to  the 
record,  the  patent  is  found  in  due  form  as  mentioned  by  the  claimant.  No  claim  corresponding  with  this 
has  ever  been  acted  upon  in  this  office. 

It  is  considered  genuine,  and  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation. 

A  No.  81.  John  Sibley,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  claims  a  tract  of  land  cimtaining  6,944  super- 
ficial arpents,  equal  to  5,876.57  American  acres,  being  the  place  known  by  the  name  of  Peach  Mount,  in 
the  said  parish  of  Natchitoches;  which  tract  of  land  was  conceded  tiy  the  Spanish  government  to  Joseph 
Wallace  April  12,  1790,  by  Antonio  Gil  y  Barvo,  then  captain  of  militia,  and  exercising  the  functions  of 
governor  of  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  and  its  dependencies. 

The  claimant  hath  filed  the  original  concession  above  referred  to,  on  which  is  endorsed  a  transfer  of 
the  above-described  land  to  the  claimant  and  William  C.  Alexander,  signed  by  Thomas  Wallace,  the  son 
of  the  grantee,  as  well  in  his  own  name  as  fortlie  other  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Wallace,  and  dated  at 
Natchitoches,  May  20,  1809.  He  hath  likewise  filed  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  judicial  sale  of  the 
undivided  half  of  the  said  land,  being  the  part  appertaining  to  William  C.  Alexand.'r,  dated  June  21, 
1819,  under  the  signature  and  seal  of  Charles  Slocum,  judge  of  the  said  parish  of  Natchitoches,  at  which, 
sale  the  claimant  became  the  purchaser,  thereby  makiijg  himself  the  proprietor  of  the  whole  tract  above 
described. 

The  documents  of  title  in  this  claim  appear  to  be  genuine,  and  it  is  therefjre  recommended  for 
confirmation. 

A  No.  82.  Simon  Le  Blanc,  of  the  county  of  Attakapas,  claims  a  tract  of  land  containing  two 
hundred  and  forty  superficial  arpents,  equal  'u>  20:!. 10  American  acres,  to  wit:  six  arpents  front  on 
the  west  side  of  "the  Bayou  Vermilion,   with  the   depth  of  forty  arpents,  in   the   county  of  Attakapas, 
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bounded  on  one  side  liy  the  land  of  Mieljcl  J'cvcito,  as  set  fortli  in  the  original  requcto  and  certificate  of 
tlie  commandant,  and  (jn  the  other  by  vacant  land. 

In  sujiport  of  tliis  chiim  tlie  claimant  refers  to  tlie  reqnete  and  certificate  of  the  commandant  of  the 
post  of  .Vltakapas,  Mr.  Louis  ('.  Lc  Blanc,  of  date  Septembers,  1798,  which  was  entered  with  the  register 
and  receiver  un(h'r  the  act  of  March  10,  1812;  and  by  some  neglect  tiic  claim  by  them  was  reported  No.  11, 
for  only  four  arpents  front  instead  of  ten,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  record  of  the  above-mentioned  claim,  No. 
30,  pages  23  and  2-1,  in  whicii  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  residue  he  now  claims. 

This  is  a  claim  presented  fur  revision,  and  on  examining  it  the  register  and  receiver  have  certainly 
erred  in  their  report,  and  it  is  therefore  recommended  for  confirmation  for  the  quantity  claimed. 

A  No.  83.  The  legal  representatives  of  Jaccjues  Fontenot.  It  appears  liy  the  register's  letter  of  date 
July  14,  1820,  to  Mr.  I)e  Baillnu,  a  person  of  intelligence  in  the  neighlxjrhood  of  this  claim,  that  a  requete 
and  order  of  survey  for  a  tract  of  land  conceded  by  Governor  (Jalvez  to  Jacques  Fontenot,  of  ten  arpents 
front,  with  forty  in  depth,  in  the  (irand  I'rairie  at  the  Petit  Chene,  on  tlu;  liayou  Catarau,  in  Opelousas, 
was  delivered  to  the  register  before  the  passage  of  the  law  by  Congress  of  May  11,  1820,  after  which,  as 
appears  by  said  letter,  the  reg'ister  wrote  to  Mr.  I)e  Baillou  fur  information. 

It  seems  from  the  memorandum  of  the  register  that  the  grant  was  filed  with  him  by  one  Joseph 
Fontenot,  and  his  iibject  seems  to  have  been  to  ascertain  all  the  owners  of  the  lanil;  and  from  a  letter  on 
file,  from  Samuel  Hook,  of  date  November  8,  1820,  it  seems  that  part  of  the  land  is  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Simiin  lldiik,  liiit  no  deeds  of  sale  are  ]iroduced. 

In  ardng  upon  flicse  claims,  the  undersigned  considers  it  the  great  object  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  into  efl'ect  the  inchoate  acts  of  the  former  governments,  and  where  it  is  manifest 
that  (he  former  government  intended  to  invest  an  individual  with  part  of  its  domain  the  present  govcrn- 
incnl  iiuglit  to  ccmsunimatc  it  in  favor  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  grantee.  For  a  person  holding 
under  (he  original  grantee  niay,  it  is  conceived,  avail  himself  of  such  a  confirmation  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  act  of  confirmation  had  been  special  to  him.  And  the  original  grant  in  this  claim  bearing  every 
mark  of  authenticity,  it  is  reconunended  for  confirmation,  for  the  quantity  and  at  the  place  mentioned  in 
the  grant,  to  (he  legal  represent afives  of  Jacques  Fontenot,  the  original  grantee. 

15  No.  84.  John  Hayes  has  filed  a  notice  for  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Bayou  Petit  Ance,  for  ten  arpents 
frnnl,  with  the  ordinary  depth,  founded,  as  stated  in  the  notice,  on  a  Spanisli  grant  which  is  lost,  or  in  the 
hands  of  Louis  de  Blanc,  absent  in  New  Orleans.  It  has  never  been  produced,  and  no  document  of  tide 
accouipanies  the  notice;  it  is  therefore  rejected. 

15  No.  85.  iMathurin  Guillot.  This  is  a  claim  founded  on  a  requete  to  Pierre  Landerneau,  and  not 
coming  within  the  provisiims  of  the  law,  it  is  rejected. 

B  No.  8(5.  Heirs  of  King  llolstein.  This  claim  is  founded  on  a.  requite  only,  and  not  coming  within 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  it  is  rejected. 

A  No.  87.  John  Stine  has  filed  his  notice  for  the  revision  of  his  claim  under  the  4th  section  of  the 
act  by  virtue  ol'  which  tliese  claims  have  been  entered.  It  was  rejected  by  the  late  board  of  commissioners, 
composed  of  the  register  and  receiver,  in  their  report  of  Dccend.ier  30,  1815,  under  the  No.  721,  and  in 
class  No.  8.  In  the  files  of  this  I'laim  is  found  the  following  note,  b^'  and  in  the  handwriting  of  the  then 
register,  of  dale  September  0,  1820,  viz: 

"The  enclosed  HMpn'-te  is  filed  by  Mr.  John  Stine,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  as  evidence  of  the 
validity  of  his  claim  filed  with  the  register  October  29,  1812,  No.  576.  The  circumstances  attending 
this  I'laim  are  the  following,  as  known  to  the  present  register,  to  wit: 

"Tliat  in  filing  his  claim  with  the  late  register  for  a  tract  of  land  conceded  to  said  Stine  by  the 
Spanish  government,  of  eight  arpents  front,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpents,  at  a  place  called  (jrand 
Coat,  the  requete  now  filed  must  have  been  presented,  and  as  no  notice  was  made  for  it,  it  is  presumed 
the  register  must  have  supposed  the  requete  to  be  a  paper  belonging  to  the  Grand  Coat  claim;  it  was 
accordingly  laid  among  flu-  papers  of  that  claim  and  overlooked.  It'bears  on  the  back,  in  the  handwriting 
of  the  then  translator  of  the  board,  these  words,  'Stine's  rc(pietc.'  Mr.  Stine  can  establish  by  testimony 
that  he  has  exercised  ownei'ship  over  the  said  land  by  building  a  cabin  on  it  and  cultivating  a  garden, 
before  the  chaTige  of  government,  intending  at  that  time  to  make  it  the  place  of  his  residence.  The  paper 
above  mentioned  was  not  found  until  after  the  claim  No.  570  had  been  reported." 

The  following  testimonial  proof  is  also  found  on  file,  viz: 

"In  the  claim  of  John  Stine,  Luke  Briant,  lieing  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  said  land,  and  with  tlic  claimant,  who  is  the  head  of  a  family,  and  more  than  fifty  years  of  age; 
that  in  the  hittt'r  jiart  of  the  year  ISOl,  or  the  commencement  of  the  year  1802,  he,  the  deponent,  was  on 
the  said  land,  when  he  recollects  there  was  a  small  house  thereon,  in  which  the  claimant  had  (as  the 
deponent  was  informed  and  believes)  resided;  that  there  were  several  acres  of  the  laud  then  cleared  and 
prepared  for  cultivation,  a  part  of  which  had  been  cultivated  that  or  the  preceding  year;  that  there  were 
several  bearing  peach  trees  on  said  land,  which  was  spoken  of  then  by  the  neiglibors  as  belonging  to 
said  Stine,  and  has  ever  since  been  respected  by  them  as  his  property.  The  de|ioneut  further  saith  that 
he  acqiured  a  knowledge  of  the  above  circumstances  from  being  in  treaty  with  the  said  Stine  lor  the 
purchase  of  the  said  land  at  the  time  ho  visited  it,  but  as  the  terms  of  payment  which  he  proposed  were 
not  such  as  Mr.  Stine  thought  proper  to  accept,  they  did  not  agree.     Sworn  November  25,  1820." 

The  requete  is  filed,  bearing  date  June  20,  1796,  in  which  the  said  John  Stine  states  himself  for  some 
years  a  resident  in  the  post  of  Attakapas,  and,  wishing  to  form  a  settlement  in  the  said  post  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  his  wife  and  two  children,  solicits  a  grant  for  10  arpents  front,  with  the  depth  of  20  or  25  arpents, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Bayou  Techc,  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  McCarty's  land,  to  commence  at  a  point  on  the 
grand  woods  fronting  the  island  called  Sassafras,  and  thence  running  downward.  The  certificate  of 
vacancy  by  the  commandant,  Luengo,  is  attached.  The  whole  seems  to  be  genuine  and  authentic. 
Although  the  claim  does  iKit  come  within  the  terms  of  the*  law,  being  neither  a  grant  nor  order  of 
suryexj,  yet  presenting  the  strongest  points  of  equity,  showing  that  everything  was  done  by  the  claimant 
which  could  have  been  required  of  him,  many  years  ago,  when  the  claim' would  have  been  sanctioned  liad 
not  the  requete  been  unfortunately  mislaid. 

It  is  therefore  reconuiH-nded  for  confirmation  for  250  superficial  arpents,  in  conformity  with  the  requete. 

B  No.  88.  Claim  of  John  Shult.  This  is  a  claim  presented  for  revision  under  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act  by  virtue  of  which  these  claims  have  been  entered. 

It  was  repord'd  by  the  register  and  receiver  in  their  report  of  l>(^cember  30,  1815,  under  the  No.  407, 
in  class  7.  The  additional  testimony  offered  tends  to  estalilish  the  claim  bv  settlement  only;  besides  which, 
It  appearing  to  be  north  of  Pved  river,  it  is  out  of  this  jurisdiction.     It  is  therefore  rejected. 
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Ji  No.  89.  (Jhlilll  (if  l''|-ilIM;iiiM  (iiiMKdlllill.  'I'IiIh  M  il  cllliin  rnlllKlcd  on  ;i  lC(|lli'lc  nl'  ilulc  Krci'lijlici-  10. 
1802,  ill  till'  iiaiiii'  111'  llii'  chiiiiiaiil,  I'nr  CilO  Kiipcrliciul  :ii|icnl.s  ui'  himl  in  lln'  nai  nf  a,  liin'l,  aliciuly  (iwncil 
by  llnJ  waid  clailiianl.  This,  also,  is  a  ilairn  |iicHcn|cil  Im'  ri'\ihiiiii,  as  a|.|p(ar,s  Ikum  Ihc  ri'}/;ihlci'H  iinlc  oji 
tlio  lili'H,  ill  llii'  riilliiwiiij;-  wonls: 

"  I''raii<'niH  ( idMHonlin's  rc(|ii(''lr,  In  lir  lilcd  in  liis  claim  rnlin^d  I  Icccndjci'  21,  IM'i,  s<-<-  iiyiKlriH  N'n. 
ISl,  received  A  ii)^-|l,st ;!(),  1H'20,  and  In  !»■  i  e|ii]i  li'd  nnder  I  lie  acl,  (if  ( '(in(j,-reKH  eiil  illid  'An  act  t,n)i|.li  inrnl  m  y 
111  llie  se\eral  act.s    lor  tlie    adjlislnienl   nl'    land  claims   in   llie    Slale  mT    I  ..iiiisia  na,'  a|i|iiii\cd   May    I  I,    IS^I). 

"On   rel'errin;;'   to   tliiH   (daim   il.   is   Iniind  lo  lia\e  lieen    ie|ii)iled  liy  llie  icf.'i'dei   and  iecei\cr  in  llieii- 

re])Oia    of    Decemliei-    lid,    ISl.'i,    under    Hie    ,Nii.    :iM|,    in    class    No.    7.       1 1,    was    llieieclai d  liy  \  ill  iie  ,,r 

Kftllciitciil  mill/." 

Il  docs  iiol  come  williin  llie  pnivisioiis  nl'  llie  Law,  nor  is  il  accnniji.inied  liy  any  nf  Ihe  e.|nll.il,|e 
circilinsluiRMM  of  Ihe  |iiecedin|^  c,h\iiii,   No.  ST.      Il,  oii;j;lil   llieiel'iire  In  lie  rejecled. 

.\  No,  '.ill.  ('laiin  III'  I.ouis  (iiiillnry.  'i'liis  is  a  claim  Ini  nine  ai|ieiil!i  Ironl  hy  I'm  ly  dee|i,  idlmiled  in 
the  conni  V  of  Opelniisas,  in  Ihe  i|  nailer  nf  I  lie  ( iraiid  i'l  .lii  ie,  a  He;.'  id  in  I  he  nnl  ice  In  he  a  pari  nf  a  ;j;ra,iil, 
til  niie  rinel  rrnni  llie  .SjianiHli  H'oveinmenl ,   whicli  is  said  In  have  hien  deslroyi'd  hy  lire, 

II,  is  much  In  he  rej;Tell,ed  llial  Ihe  i  hiimaiil  li.is  linl  rninished  mure  p|-oiil',  holh  nf  Ihe  e.\i(;li'nee  nf 
tll(,'  grant  and  of  its  |ii'oljalile  loss  hy  lire,  hecaiise  Ihe  iindeisi^^'iicd  is  persuaded,  I'rnm  Ihe  chriiacli  r  nl  Ihe, 
(daiiiKiiil,  and  wiliiesses,  thai  a  f^'ranl,  must  have  e.\isled,  as  i.s  staled  in  Ihe  imlice,  and  h\  nne.il  Ihe 
wiliiu.sse.s  themselves, 

Jli  this  claim  .lean  l.alleiir,  ayi  d  Inily  nine  years,  hiiii)_''  swnin,  says  Ih.al  llie  hind  in  i|iieslinii  is  well 
knnwii  tn  him  ;  I  ha  I  il  is  a  ma  I  li  r  nf  pn  1 1|  ic  nnlniiely  I  hal  il  makes  pa  i  I  nl'  1  lie  cnni-e;-,;,inn  II  nni  the  .Spanish 
gcnaTlimenI  In  a  man  named  I'lnel,  Inr  lucnly  li\e  aipinls  Irniil;  llial  il  wa.s  pnrchasi  d  hy  this  ilepniienl, 
Iiioru  than  Iweidy  years  past  IViim  a  man  named  Lamnlh,  and  ahmil  se\enleen  years  jiaHt,  Hold  hy  lliis 
duponciil  In  the  p  resell  I  claimanl,  \\  Im  is  Iniiy-nne  yim  s  nl'  ape,  and  has  a  lamily  cnnsisl  in;';  of  a  wife  and  li-ii 
children  ;  llial  llie  land  in  ipie,^l  inn  h.as  heen  cnnsi  ani  ly  inhalnled  and  cidl  i\  ated  II  niii  I  he  eai  iiesi  recnl  lec- 
tion ')l  the  de|iiiiieiil,  In  llie  piesenl  liliie;  liist  hy  Hie  Mianlee,  rinel,  al'lerwaid:;  hy  ,\iclinla;;  l.aiiinlli,  :ind 
BuhsL'ipienlly  hy  Ihe  presenl  claimanl,  hy  .\l,iihinie  Ihe  \\  idnw  I'lisiliei,  and  nlliers;  llial  il.  is  knnwn  In 
this  depnnejit  Ih.al  Ihe  presenl  claim.aril  ne\ei  had  anv  cnncessinii  nl'  hind  linm  Ihe  .~paiii,.li  ;:  lAermiienl, 
and  thai  Ihe  trad  in  (pieslion  is  the  only  land  linm  \\liich  he  expecis  In  draw  a,  siihsi,sleiice  and  snppn|-|, 
I'or  Ills  numerous  I'amily  of  children.  'The  depnneni  liiither  ,'  ailli  that,  alllioiieh  |he  lille  nf  a  part  nf  Hie. 
tjiiid  land  ha.s  passed  Ihinii^^li  him,  he  is  in  im  nspi  c|  inleicded  in  ils  cnnlii  nial  inn  nr  lejeclinn,  having 
made  a  kuIc  without  guaranteeing  Ihe  validily  of  Ihe  title. 

CiiarlcH  Snileau,  lieing  swoi-n,  and  having  had  e,\plaini  d  In  liini  the  leslimnny  nl'  .1.  I.allciir,  dechircH 
that  Ihe  pi'incipal  faclH  tiierein  stated  are  known  lo  him  In  he  hue.      .'-^woin  .'-eplemher  It,   |X.iO. 

in  the  iiandwriting  ul'  tlio  i'ormer  regist(.'r  is  lonnd  the  Inllnwing  memorandum  in  this  claim,  viz: 

"  NovK,Mia-.K   I.S,  I7'.»H. 
"  Nicliola.s  Lamotli  sidls  to  .Ic^an  I/ilieur  si.\   .arpenis  rrnnI  nl'  land,  with  the  nidinary  dcpHi,  in  (o.-md 
I'rairic,  Ijuundcd  on  one  sidi;  hy  .Nicholas  De.sliotel,  and  on  the  oljiei-  hy  .)aci|ues  Dcslinlel  " 

".h:sh:  7,  IHO:!. 
"l>y  two   dcods  of  s.ale   duly  execnied,  hnlli  nf   Ihis    date,  hy  Jean    I.alleiir  lo    I.ouis    ''uillnry,  jr.,  one 
for  four  and  IIk^  olliei'  for   two   arpenis  I'mnl,  Ihe   liaci  nl    land   ahnvi'  descjilied,  in  ihe  deed  Irnm  l.amnlh 
to  Lallcur,  ap[)eai'H  to  have  heen  conveyed  to  s.aid  •  i  iiillni  y.'' 

"Ocroiua;  ;.':'>,   I7',)7. 

"  Xichnhas  Lamnlh  sells  si. V  other  :ii  pents,  iinderslnnd  to  he  nut  of  Hie  same  oricinal  f  raci,  In  .l.nipieH 
I)(^sliot(.d.  This  deed  is  wrillen  in  ,'~p.-Wiisli,  and  is  signed  hy  Lamnlli,  hut  ilnes  nnl,  appear  to  li.ive  heen 
ofliuially  executed." 

"  ()ci,,i:ku  21,  ISIO. 

"Jac([ueK  Deshotel  Kells  llu;  same  land  In  I'rancnis  Ciiillniy.  'I'liis  deed  e.\eeiiled  hel'nre  (ieni  ;.';e  King, 
parish  jiiilge,  and  duly  recorded." 

"It  i.s  understood  that  the  tracts  cl.iimed  hy  Hie  .Messrs.  (iiiillnry,  making  Ingc'lher  twelve  arpenis 
froni,  are  a  part  of  the  same  original  liaci  niil  nl'  which  Madarrie  Helen  Sorleaii  claimed,  and  lia.s  had 
conlirmed  to  her  under  nccaipancy,  hy  ceitilic.ale  li  1  120,  a  IracI  ol'  len  arpenis  I'lonl,  The  whole  of  these 
three  tracts  are  said  to  |iroi-eed  nriginally  Irnm  a  man  named  rind,  In  wlinni  it  is  said  tn  have  heen 
conceded  hy  the  Spanish  governmenl.  Il  is  also  said  that  Ihe  nii;_'imil  dnciimi'iil  nl'  lille  under  vvhieli 
J'iiiel  held  was  dc'stroyed  hy  lin,',  and  lli.-il  the-  land  heing  a,  dnnatinn  Finm  I'inel  In  Lamnlh,  no  deed  was 
ever  cxecutc-d.  It  is  known  that  at  that,  date  it  was  veiy  enmmnn  In  transfer  lands  in  what  was  lermed 
good  faith,  without  e.xeiaiting  any  i\cci\.'' 

I'eiiiaps  this  claim  does  not  come  within  Hie  pro\isions  of  I  he  law,  ri'gardirig  its  strict  hlNi;  hut, 
taking  into  cnnsideralion  the  li/ngHi  of  lime^  and  llie  i/iin  niiiiiiu  the  claimant  has  possessed  ihe  land,  a, 
title  to  wliii-h  he  solirdts,  it  would  he  luit  just  on  Hie  p:irl  nf  the  gnvernnieni  In  cnnlirm  the  p.aiiy  in  his 
claim  lo  nine  arpents  front  hy  foiiy  in  depth,  in  Hie  place  ;ilin\e  mentioned,  to  adjnin  tin;  hand  cnnlirini;d 
to  Madame  Helen  .Soileau,  hy  cnmmissinners'  cerlilicate  marked   1<  .No.   1)20. 

15  No.  '.)\.  'J'iie  legal  represi-nlatives  ol  .Marie  de  .'-^1.  Denis  'I'liis  (daim  is  fir  ;i,  leairue  sipi.'ire  on  Hie 
Kcsatcliie,  in  the  county  of  Natchitoches,  siliialed  hetween  two  hayoiis  wliich  run  out  .ahn\i;  Hie  land 
cultivated  hy  (ioulierre  at  the  time  ni'  the  cnncessinn. 

The  claim  is  founded  on  a  grant  «  Inch  accnm  panics  Hie  notice,  nf  dale  .'^eplemhi  r  I  I,  17 'i!',  in  l:i  vnr 
of  Marie  de  St.  Denis,  wife  of  De  .Snto,  and  sig'in-d  hy  the  f'hevalier  de  \'illier,  in  these  words:  "In  cnri- 
sideration  of  the  above  statement,  we  have  granted,  by  Ihe  ordinary  depth.  In  llie  said  .Madame  de  St. 
Denis  .Soto,  the  land  whi<-hslie  demands,  in  order  to  make  crops,  as  well  as  to  settle  the  said  \ach.arie.  In 
faitli  whereof,  we  liave  signed  at  Natchitoches,  this  I  2tli  September,  17()1(. 

"LL  CHK.   DL   VILI.IIH;," 

The  roquete  preceding  this  grant  is  in  1lie  usual  form,  [iraying  for  a  trac-t  .as  dc-scjiheii  above,  sit  ii.aled 
between  two  small  bayous,  SiC,  with  tlu;  ordinary  depth,  called  the  f/uirel  tract. 

'I'lie  Chevalier  de  Villii'r  is  addrc'ssed  in  tin:  reijuete  by  the  styh;  of  "captain  of  infantry,  .and  cnm- 
inanding  at  Natchitoches  for  Ihe  King." 

.ludge  Murray,  agent  for  the  clainiantH,  in  his  nol  ice,  styles  him  Ihe  "  French  governor  of  Nalchiloches." 

The  nature  of  the  present  document  of  title  depends  upon  the  capacity  in  which  the  Chevalier  de 
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Villier  acted,  whether  as  commandant  or  as  governor;  if  the  first,  the  document  is  but  a  requete,  his  act 
amounting-  to  the  usual  certificate  of  vacancy  only;  if  the  latter,  it  must  be  considered  as  a  grant,  though 
not  clothed  with  the  usual  forms.  The  claim  as  it  now  presents  itself  cannot  be  recommended  for  confirma- 
tion; but  the  undersigned  would  recommend  that  a  further  time  may  be  given  for  its  re-e .lamination,  in 
order  that  the  nature  and  authenticity  of  the  grant  may  be  scrutinized  and  the  location  properly  fixed. 

B  No.  92.  Representatives  of  Louis  Monet.  This  is  a  claim  for  forty  arpents  front  on  Red  river,  by 
the  depth  of  four  arpents,  making  the  superficial  area  claimed  one  hundred  and  si.xty  arpents,  by  virtue 
of  a  Spanish  grant  by  the  Baron  dc  Carondelet  to  Louis  Monet,  of  date  May  12,  1:92. 

On  examining  the  claims  of  this  office,  the  same,  or  one  precisely  similar,  has  been  confirmed  to  the 
widow  of' the  said  Louis  Monet,  by  commissioners'  certificate,  marked  B  No.  2112.     This,  therefore,  ought 

to  be  rejected.  rr.i_-    • 

B  No.  93.  Claim  of  Edward  McLaughlin,  assignee  of  Joseph  Procelle.  This  is  a  claim  presented  for 
revision-  it  has  been  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver  in  their  report  of  December  30,  1815,  under 
the  No.  954  in  class  8.  Additional  testimony  is  now  ofl'ered  to  substantiate  the  claim  by  settlement  only. 
It  is  therefore  not  recommended  for  confirmation. 

B  No.  94.  Leo-al  representatives  of  Jane  Ramsay  claim  2,000  arpents,  in  virtue  of  a  decree  of  con- 
cession of  March  3,  1787.  L.  J.  Barbin  styling  himself  clerk  and  translator  L.  0.  E.  D.,  State  of  Louisiana, 
certifies  February  IT,  1818,  that  among  the  Spanish  records,  &c.,  the  following  was  found,  which, 
translated,  is  as  follows: 

"March  3,  1787. 

"To  Mrs.  Jane  Ramsay,  a  decree  which  is  in  file  of  this  office.  To  Mrs.  Jane  Ramsay,  widow  of  Mr. 
Ramsay,  an  oflicer  who  was  in  the  service  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  who  solicits  the  possession  of  3,150 
acres  for  an  English  concession  which  her  husband  possessed  in  West  Florida;  she  may  place  or  locate 
the  following  decree  or  order  for  Natchez: 

"New  Orleans,  March  3,  1787. 

"  As  soon  as  the  party  shall  have  found  2,000  arpents  of  vacant  land,  in  conformity  with  her  solici- 
tation, the  concession  thereof  may  be  granted  her  in  consideration  of  what  she  states." 

It  docs  not  appear  by  this  certificate  that  the  decree  was  obtained  in  the  usual  form,  and  signed  by 
the  Spanish  governor,  who,  at  that  time,  was  Miro.  Besides  which,  what  is  called  the  grant  seems  only 
a  special  permission  to  the  luirty  to  locate  2,000  arpents  on  vacant  land,  that  the  concession  thereof  may  be 
granted  her.  It  does  not  appear  that  she  ever  availed  herself  of  this  permission,  and,  for  aught  we  know, 
slie  may  have  left  the  Spanish  dominions  before  locating  her  claim,  which,  of  itself,  would  operate  the 
nullity  of  the  grant. 

B  No.  95.  Lduis  Gartier  claims  280  acres  of  laud  in  the  county  of  Opelousas,  Grand  Prairie.  It  was 
formerly  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver,  Deccmlicr  30,  1815,  under  the  No.  924,  in  class  8.  The 
additional  testimony  now  ofiered  only  tends  to  establish  the  claim  by  right  of  settlement  and  occupancy. 
It  ought  therefore  to  be  rejected. 

B  No.  96.  Thomas  Wallace  has  presented  tliis  claim  for  revision.  It  was  reported  by  the  register 
and  receiver,  December  30,  1815,  under  the  No.  726,  class  8.  The  additional  testimony  now  ofl'ered  tends 
only  to  estalilish  the  claim  by  right  of  settlement  and  occupancy.     It  ought  therefore  to  be  rejected. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

VALENTINE  KING,  Register. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   491.  [1st Session. 

AMOUNT    OF    FORFEITURES   BY    PURCHASERS    OF    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  7,  1826. 

Treasury  Department,  February  3,  1826. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  January  21,  1826,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  to  the  House  "  the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands  wliich  have  become  forfeited  to  the  United  States  from  the  commencement  of  the  land  system 
of  the  United  States  to  the  present  time,  designating  the  amount  in  each  State  and  Territory,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  statement  therein  referred 
to,  which  contain  the  information  retjuired  by  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


Treasury  Department,  Begister's  Office,  February  2,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  forfeitures  which 
have  accrued  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  from  the  opening  of  the  land  offices  to  December  31,  1824,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  21st  ultimo. 
I  have  the  hmior  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  .servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
Hon,  RicHARn  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Statement  exhihiting  the  amount  paid  hij  iiullrii/((ah  on  account  of  the  xaJca  of  public  laiuts,  u-liich  liccamc  for- 
feited to  the  United  Slater  in  the  seeer-al  land  offices  uithin  the  SlaIeK  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
^lississi/rpi ,  and  Alahamu.  and  lite  Territorij  of  Micliiijan,  from  llie  opening  of  Die  land  olJiccs  to  December 
31,  18-24,  /()  wJiicli  is  added  tli  forfeitures  arisinij/roin  sales  nuide  at  New  York  in  I'iSl,  and  at  I'iltsbun/ 
in  179(1, 


Years, 

(Ihio. 

Indiana, 

Illinois. 

Missouri. 

Mississipfii. 

Alabama. 

Micliigan. 

Total. 

,JM0  on 

1,100  00 

397  24 

245  00 

1,487  69 

1,040  91 

3,672  87 

3,. 152  08 

4,:i7a  09 

13,986  32 

39,009  88 

69,769  17 

23,023  12 

59,aao  06 

5,8.')1  05 

6,632  44 

12.9,'.8  48 

15,81:9  27 

4,849  07 

1,140  78 

345  2.-. 

691  03 

99  06 

4  78 

27,7.39  41 

§140  00 

1801 

1802 

1803 

'a  1;»  00 
1  4H7  69 

1804   

1805 

1  040  91 

1806 

:J  67'*  87 

1807 

S  l.3.>  04 
113  19 
1 13  68 

3  0^7   1-^ 

1608 

4  4H.J  -'8 

1809   

sua  98 

129  91 

1.70  oa 

315  87 
12,070  12 

102  61 
32,500  77 
8,  .574  69 
.5,944  98 
5,673  74 
l,%a  12 

?25  97 

769  61 

S291  20 

1.72  57 

458  49 

287  .36 

48  00 

914  .58 

344  17 

1,860  90 

8,608  22 

15  635  ''1 

,*r.  '2-2 

1810 

64  00 

'Uf  ;riG  '.ifi 

1811 

1812  

1,819  04 

8.044  53 

3,;ki  89 

4,877  55 

5,849  43 

6,148  03 

2.870  20 

1,479  09 

413  00 

212  83 

198  76 

or,  .j7'j  ;}9 

1813 

§158  51 

560  80 

472  92 

1,371  .12 

4,095  42 

2,995  56 

982  14 

205  09 

24 

1   10 

7,421  73 

1814 

1815  

44  OIj  73 

1816 

"9.716    l-i 

1817 

1818 

§487  28 

11,942  29 

670  08 

O--.    W.1 

',i'.]  .'<86  76 

1819 

25,919  -20             3y:(  r2 

4j.K^>  76 

1820  

1821 

9;)9  90 
1,970  U 

2,801   46 

1822  

1  60 

18  80 

121  69 

2.269  77 

1823  

280  00 
7,419  20 

304  68 

289  03 

579  4'J 

43,.%70  50 

297,220  05 

36,  .597  82 

18,265  05 

13.241  74 

70,362  59 

66,218  :i4 

760  84 

508,660  3a 

Add  forfeitures  informally  reported  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  receivers  in  Alabama,  not  included  in  the  above. 

22,069  41 

Do do Pittsburg,  in  1 

1787 

:.:"fo,7;j5  74 

29.782  65 

"96 

525  94 

561,044  :i3 

TREASfRv  IlEPART.MENT,  Registev^s  OJfice,  February  2,  1826, 


JO.SEFH  NOUESE,  RegUler. 


19th  Congress,] 


No.  492. 


[1st  Session', 


LEAD   MINES    AND   SALT   SPRINGS, 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUAKY    8,    182(5. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1.5th  of  December  last,  I  communicate  herewith 
reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  of  War,  and  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
OfBce,  with  documents  relating  to  the  lead  mines  and  salt  springs,  containing  the  information  desired  by 

the  resolution. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Washington,  Februai'y  1,  1826, 


Treasury  Department,  February  6,  1S26, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resulutiMii  of  tlie  Si'iiatc  of  December  15, 
1825,  requesting  "the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  Senate  to  be  furnished  with  an  abstract 
of  the  leases  made  for  lead  mines  and  salt  springs  since  March  3,  1807,  with  the  amount  of  rent  annually 
accruing  upon  each  lease,  and  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasury;  also,  with  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
under  which  the  agent  for  lead  mines  is  now  acting  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  upon  the  Upper  Missis- 
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sippi,  and  a  statemont  of  the  annual  expense  attending  upon  his  agency,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with a  letter  from  tlic  Register  of  the  Treasury  with  the  statement  therein  referred  to,  which  contain  all 
the  information  in  the  department  not  already  communicated  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
OflBce  upon  the  sulijoct  of  tiie  said  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Treasury  Department,  Begister's  Office,  January  30,  1826. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  predicated  on  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
in  relation  to  the  salines  and  lead  mines  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  whole 
amount  of  moneys  received  into  the  treasury  from  tiie  salines,  as  per  statement  A,  is  twenty-eight  tliousand 
three  huiidre(l  and  ninety  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents;  and  that  the  whole  aiUDunt  of  moneys  received  into 
the  treasury  from  the  lead  mines,  as  per  statement  B,  is  two  thousand  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  refer  to  statements  C,  D,  and  E,  in  relation  to  the  rents  accruing  on  the  salines 
and  one  of  the  lead  mines,  taken  from  the  accounts  as  settled  at  the  treasury. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 
Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A. 

Statement  of  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasin-y  on  account  of  the  rent  of  the  saline  near  the  Wabash. 

1811. — By  Ninian  Edwards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory $2,500  00 

1812.— By  Taylor,  AVilkiiis  &  Co.,  lessees  of  the  saline '. 7,  910  25 

1813.— By  Leonard  White,  agent 13,750  00 

1815. — By  Leonard  White,  agent 4,000  00 

$28,160  25 

Statement  of  moneys  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  rent  of  the  salt  spring  upon  section 
34,  townshij}  11,  7-ange  3,  in  the  Steubenville  district. 

1815. — By  David  Hogc,  agent 

1816. — By  David  Huge,  agent 

1817.— By  David  Hoge,  agent 

28,390  65 
B. 

Statement  of  moneys  jmid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  the  rent  of  the  lead  mines  in  llissouri. 

1818.— By  Frederick  Bates,  agent 2,000  77 


$76  80 
76  80 
76  80 

QQl 

30,391  42 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Begister. 
Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  January  30,  1826. 

C. 

Abstract  of  the  amount  of  rent  accruing  from  the  saline  on  the  Wahash,  taken  from  the  accounts  {as  settled  at 
the  treasury)  of  the  agents,  Isaac  White  and  Leonard  White,  and  the  lessee,  John  Bate. 

Bushels. 

For  the  year  1807,  Isaac  White,  agent 1,000  00 

On  June  20,  1810,  Leonard  Wiiite,  agent    6,000  00 

On  September  1,  1810,  Leonard  White,  agent 6,000  00 

From  September  1,  1810,  to  August  31,  1811,  Leonard  White,  agent 5,600  00 

From  September  1,  1811,  to  August  31,  1812,  Leonard  White,  agent 5.600  00 

From  September  1,  1812,  to  August  31,  1813,  Leonard  White,  agent 5,600  00 

From  September  1,  1813,  to  March  16,  1814,  Leonard  White,  agent 3,045  00 

From  March  17,  1814,  to  March  16,  1815,  lease  to  John  Bate 40,100 

From  March  17,  1815,  to  March  16,  1816,  lease  to  John  Bate 40,100 

From  March  17,  1816,  to  March  16,  1817,  lease  to  John  Bate 40,100 

„                                                                                                                                                    120,300  00 

!•  rom  June  19,  1817,  to  August  26,  1818,  Leonard  White,  agent 5,249  19 

Bushels  of  salt 158,394   19 
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D. 

iSlulcmoil  (f  /he  oininnil  o/'  rciil  aniuinlhj  accriiiiuj  fnnn  Ihr  suit  s/iriin/  n/mii  srr/inn  .\,,.  HI,  taini^hijj  Xo.  1  1 
range  No.  :>,  }n  llic  Sliiiln'nviUr  dislriii  ;  lfii.--r  /'runt  Jlnrul  //i/iy.'  In  Jnjui  l'ilir.-«jn. 

fVom  Aii.ii-ust  12,  LSI4,  t(i  Aii,i;-us(  1 1,  islf) C;7C,  ^0 

Fruiii  Auj^-ust  r-2,  LSL'),  tn  Au-usl   11,  ISKi "  7(i  80 

Fnini  Aiij^-iist  12,  isli;,  to  Aii.i;ust  11,  1.S17 71!  SO 
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E. 

Statement  of  the  amount  if  rent  annualbj  accruini/  fnmt  the  lead  niine.-<  in  JIis>^itiiri ;  lea»' from  Frederleh 

Jlates  to  .1.  I'arlenaij. 


From  September  15,  1814,  in  Se|itemlier  14,  1815 $2,.'554  1)7 

Treasl'RV  Dei'artmknt,  Tli(j!:<ler'^  Qffiee^  January  30,  l82(i. 


JOSEPH   X()|-];S1.;  Urgider. 


War  DKi'Ar.TMENT,  ,/(!/( (/rtiv/  12,  1820. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  lotli  ultimo,  requesting' 
the  President  of  the  United  States  "to  cause  the  Senate  to  be  furuished  with  an  alistract  of  ttie  leases 
made  for  lead  mines  and  salt  springs  since  March  3,  1801,  witli  tlie  amount  of  rent  annuallj-  accruing 
upon  eacli  lease,  and  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasury;  also,  with  a  copy  of  tlic  instructions  under  whi<di 
the  agent  for  lead  mines  is  now  acting  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  upon  tlie  Upper  Mississippi,  and  a 
statement  of  the  annual  expense  attending-  upon  his  agency,"  lias  tlie  honor  to  transmit  herewitli  a  report 
of  tile  Ordnance  department,  witli  accompanying  documents,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  wliich  furnish  all  the 
information  in  the  Deiiartiiii'ut  of  War  in  relation  to  the  resolution. 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Orpxan-ce  Departmext,  Wat:hinglon,  January  11,  1820. 

Sin:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  ultimo,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 
"  Iies< lived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re([ucsted  to  cause  the  Senate  to  be  furnished  witli 
an  abstract  of  the  leases  made  for  lead  mines  and  salt  springs  since  March  3,  180T,  with  the  amount  of 
rent  annually  accruing  upon  each  lease,  and  the  amount  paid  into  the  treasury;  also,  with  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  under  wliich  the  agent  for  lead  mines  is  now  acting  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  upon  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  and  a  statement  of  the  annual  expense  attending  his  agency,"  I  have  the  lidiior  to 
transmit  to  j'ou,  herewith,  papers  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  which  contain  all  the  information  required  that  can 
be  furnished  by  this  department. 

Statement  A  exhibits  an  abstract  of  all  the  leases  made  of  United  States  lead  mines  since  November 
29,  1821,  (the  date  of  the  transfer  of  their  superintendence  to  the  War  Department,)  the  amount  of  rent 
(in  lead)  which  has  annually  accrued  upon  each  lease,  and  the  amount  paid  to  the  United  States.  In 
reference  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  making  inquiry  as  to  "the  amount  (of  rent)  paid  into  the  treasuiy," 
I  have  to  state  that  no  money  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  rent,  as  all  the  rents  have 
been  paid  in  lead,  which  has  been  deposited  in  store  for  the  public  use. 

Statement  B  exhibits  the  amount  of  expense  attending  upon  the  agency  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1825,  and  the  amount  of  tlie  estimate  for  the  same  object  for  the  year  ensuing,  calculated  to 
meet  the  demand  which  the  probable  increase  of  rents  will  create. 

It  will  be  remarked,  that  neither  the  pay  of  the  agent  nor  of  his  assistant  have  been  included  in  the 
statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  agency  for  the  last  year.  These  have  been  omitted  for  the  reasons  that 
the  agent  is  an  officer  of  the  army,  and  has  been  paid  no  more  than  his  rank  entitled  him  tn,  and  that  liis 
assistant  has  been  paid  in  lead  frijiii  the  rents  received  by  the  agent.  This  mode  of  compensating  the 
assistant  is  not,  however,  considered  to  be  the  most  approved;  and  therefore,  in  the  estimate  for  the 
present  j-ear,  an  item  is  inserted  expressly  to  meet  that  object,  but  it  was  adopted  at  the  time  from  neces- 
sity. It  was  found  by  experience  that,  from  the  great  distance  of  the  principal  mining  districts  from 
each  other,  the  business  could  not  be  properly  attended  to  without  an  assistant,  and  ime  was  therefore 
employed,  and  upon  the  terms  stated,  as  there  was  no  other  way  perceived  by  which  the  consequent 
expense  could  be  met. 

Statement  C  contains  the  instructions  under  which  tlie  agent  for  the  lead  mini's  is  imw  acting. 
I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  most  ubedient, 

(Jr.  BOMFORD,  Brecet  Colonel,  on  ordnance  service. 

Uon.  J.UIE3  Barbour,  Secretary  of  War. 
VOL.  IV GG  c 
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Abstract  of  leaaea  made  of  the  United  Stales  lead  mines  since  November  20,  1821,  (the  date  of  the  transfer  of 
their  superintendence  to  the  War  Department,)  shouing  the  amount  of  rent  {in  lead)  which  has  annually 
accrued,  and  the  amount  ichich  has  been  paid  to  the  United  States  on  each  lease. 


Names  of  lessees,  Ste. 

Amount  of  rent  (in  lead) 
accrued    for    the    year 
ending  September    30, 
1623. 

Amount  of  rent  (in  lead) 
accrued    for   the    year 
ending    September  30, 
182-1. 

Amount  of  rent  (in  lead) 
sicerued    for    the    year 
ending    September   30, 
1825. 

Hill 

c    c   £   o    o     •> 

g  i;  tfi  s  ■>  g! 

Pounds. 

31,581 
9G2 
330 
fi40 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

481 

1,000 

700 

640 

2,900 

1,475 

2,639 

1,700 

4,950 

400 

353 

1,605 

500 

2,900 

1,475 

2,639 
1,700 

4,950 
400 

353 

1.605 

500 

30, 128 
24,291 
26,917 
1:5,245 

30, 128 

24.291 

26,917 

14,646 

8,131 
343 

57 

8,131 

1 

33,513 

17,522 

105,112 

123, 455 

Note.— Until  September  30,  1823,  no  leases  were  granted;  and  it  will  be  perceived  that  no  reiurna  have  been  received  from  many  of  those  above 
ntioned.     This  is  accounted  for  by  tlie  circumstance  of  Uie  late  j)eriods  at  wliich  they  were  obtained. 

Ordnance  Department,  JanuuTi/  11,  1626. 


B. 

Statement  of  the  annual  expe^tse  attending  upon  the  agency  for  the  United  States  lead  mines,  commencing  vnth 

the  year  ending  September  30,  1825. 

Amount  paid  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1825,  viz: 

For  clerk  hire,  labor,  &c $217  94 

For  stationery  and  printing 54  34 

For  transporting  and  storing  lead,  and  other  incidental  expenses 77  49 

349  77 
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Estimated  amount  required  to  meet  the  expenses  (il'tiu'  lead  mines  for  the  year  1S2G,  viz: 
For  expenses  at  tlie  lead  mines,  for  transfiortinp;  200,000  pdUiids  ol"  h'ad   IVcmi   the  mines  in 

Misscniri  to  tiie  Mississippi  river,  at  $5  per  thousaml ?1,000  00 

For  transpiirtin;;'  150,000  pounds  from  Fever  river  to  St.  Louis,  at  :?  t  per  thciusand HOO  (10 

For  stora.tje  of  ooO,000  pounds  of  lead,  at  75  cents  per  tlinusaml 202  50 

For  tlie  hire  of  persons  to  assist   in  eolleetiuL;'  the  n^nts  and   in  transportin;j,'  the  Icaij  ,  .  .  .  700  00 

For  stationery,  printed  blanks,  and  other  inciilcntal  (Xjienses 2;!"  50 

2,800  00 

OuiiNANCi-;  DErAUTMKNT,  Jdiiuari/   11,    1826. 


To  all  1(7(01)1  (7  mai/  concern: 

Be  it  linown  that  Lieutenant  ^^ariin  Tlionias,  of  tlie  army  of  the  I'nitod  Stales,  has  heen  ap|ioinleil  hy 
the  President,  on  the  part  of  the  I'nited  States,  ag'eiit  for  ,t;'rantin,i;'  leases  of  tiie  lead  mine  lands  liehin;.;inj^ 
to  the  same,  subject  to  his  approval  and  ratification,  and  to  receive  all  rents  which  are  and  wiiich  may 
become  due  on  all  mines  the  i)roperty  of  the  United  States  whicli  have  been  worked,  aii<l  whicli  may 
licreafter  be  worked  durinp;'  the  continuance  of  this  appointment  or  ap'ency;  and  tu  wliich  all  tliose  con- 
cerned are  lu'reliy  recpiired  to  attend,  and  govern  tliemselves  accordingly. 
By  order  of  the  War  Department: 

GEO.  BOMFOBD,  Lieutenant  Gilunel,  nn  nrdnawr  diitij. 

Ordn'.wce  Dei'artment,  Washington,  Aufjud  18,   1824. 


Ordnaxce  r>ErART5iEXT,  Waflii n[/ton ,  A}igu>-t  18,   1824. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  that  you  have  been  a]ipointi'd  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  superintend  the  interests  and  general  concerns  iif  tlie  government  in  the 
lead  mine  lands,  more  particularly  those  lying  in  the  range  of  country  within  the  limits  ui'  the  Xorthwcst 
or  Michigan  Territorj-. 

The  conilitiims  upon  which  the  mines  are  to  be  worked  you  will  find  enumerated  in  the  leases  and 
bonds  furnished  you  herewith,  numbered  1  and  2,  which  are  to  be  filled  up  and  executed  under  your  direc- 
tion, and  transmitted  to  this  oflice  for  the  consideration  of  the  President. 

The  necessity  for  your  keeping  regular  accounts  and  entries  of  all  your  transactions  is  too  obvious  to 
require  but  little  more  than  barely  mentioning.  Some  form  should  be  adopted  best  calculated  to  give  the 
history  of  each  quarter  section,  and  from  which  you  will  at  any  time  be  able  to  form  a  general  statement 
of  the  concern;  and  such  general  statement  you  arc  now  recpiired  to  make  out  and  forward  to  this  depart- 
ment at  tlie  end  of  every  quarter. 

As  ti)  the  lead  which  you  shall  find  on  hand,  as  w(dl  as  tliat  wliich  you  may  thereafter  collect,  you 
will  cause  it  to  be  transmitted  to  the  military  storekeeper  at  Bellefontaine  for  safe-keeping,  reporting  the 
same  to  this  office  as  you  make  the  deliveries.  To  meet  expenses  which  may  thus  necessarily  arise,  as 
well  as  others  which  are  not  foreseen,  but  which  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  incur  while  upon  this  duty, 
I  have  re(iuested  a  remittance  to  be  made  to  you  of  three  liundred  dollars,  for  which  you  will  forward 
accounts  with  the  other  quarterly  returns  which  yon  are  reijuired  to  make. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  BOMFORD,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  on  ordnance  didy. 

Lieut.  Martin  Thomas,  Frankford,  Pennsylvania. 


No.  L 

This  indenture,  made  and  entered  into  this day  of ,  182-  between ,  of  the  army 

of  the  Ignited  States,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Hon. ,  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  first  part, 

and ,  of ,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth:  That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in 

consideration  of  the  rents,  covenants,  and  agreements  hereinafter  mentioned,  doth  by  these  presents 
grant,  lease,  and  farm  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  representatives,  for  the  full 
term  of  three  years  from  and  after  the  ratification  of  these  presents  byfthe  President  of  the  United  States, 
a  tract  of  land,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  supposed  to  contain  mine  or  mines  of  lead  ore,  lying 

and  being  in ,  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz:  beginning  ■ — ,  cimtaining acres;  to  have 

and  to  hold  the  same  from  and  after  the  time  above  stated,  for  the  term  afiiresaid,  unto  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  representatives,  upon  tlie  conditions  following,  viz:  That  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part  hereby  binds  and  obliges  himself  to  commence  mining  and  manufacturing  of  lead  upon 
said  land  within  nine  "months  from  tli(^  date  of  the  ratification  as  aforesaid,  and  to  continue  such  mining 
and  manufacturing  with  a  force  which  shall  at  no  time  be  less  than men,  weather  and  soast.n  per- 
mitting, without  cessation  or  intermittance  of  more  than  four  months  at  any  one  time;  that  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part  at  the  end  of  every  month  shall  pay  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  one-tenth  of  the 
whole  products  of  said  mining  and  manufacturing  operations,  in  clean  pure  lead,  as  a  rent  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  and  deposit  the  same  in  a  storehouse  to  be  built  on  the  ground  by  the  said  second 
party,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  who  shall  possess  the  key  and  custody  ot  the 
same.  It  is  further  agreed  and  understood  between  the  said  parties  that  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  at  his  own  cost  "and  expense,  shall  make  all  the  necessary  preparations  and  iinproyeinents  for  the 
prosecution  and  fulfilment  of  this  indenture  on  his  part,  for  which  he  is  allowed  and  permitted  the  use  of 
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all  such  stone,  wood,  and  water  as  may  be  found  upon  the  premises,  and  as  may  be  required  without 
waste  or  cxtravafjance.  It  is  further  agreed  and  understood  between  the  said  parties  that  the  said 
second  party  shall  keep  a  book  or  books  in  wliich  he  shall  state  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  all  the 
mineral  and  lead  which  he  shall  raise  and  manufacture  from  time  to  time,  which  said  book  or  books,  or 
account,  shall  ahvaj-s  bo  open  and  ready  for  the  free  inspection  and  examination  of  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part,  and  which  he  shall  at  any  time,  when  required  by  the  said  first  party,  verify  on  oath  or  afBrma- 
tion.  It  is  further  understood  and  agreed  between  the  said  parties  that  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part  shall  not  at  any  time,  nor  in  any  manner  whatever,  dispose  of  or  sub-lease  the  said  land,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever;  that  at  no  time,  under  any  pretext,  shall  the  said  party,  or 
any  one  by  or  under  his  authority,  convey  away  or  remove  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  mineral  or  lead 
from  said  land  or  place  of  manufacture  without  the  consent  and  ajjprobation  of  the  said  party  of  the  first, 
until  all  arrearages  of  rent  which  shall  be  due  and  owing  by  him  shall  be  settled  up  and  paid. 

And  it  is  moreover  and  further  explicitly  understood  and  agreed  between  the  said  parties  that,  upon 
the  failure  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  to  carry  into  effect  any  part  of  this  indenture  or  agree- 
ment, or  on  liis  non-conqiliance  with  any  of  its  stipulations,  tlie  said  party  of  the  first  part  may  declare  it 
void  and  forfeited  at  his  ojition,  and  re-enter  and  take  possession  of  the  premises  as  if  no  such  indenture 
or  agreement  liad  been  made  and  entered  into. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents,  have  hereunto  signed  our  names  and 
affixed  our  seals  the  day  and  j^car  before  written. 

.   [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of — .   [seal.] 


No  2. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we, •,  are  holden  and  stand  firmly  bound  unto  the  United 

States  of  America,  or  their  certain  attorney,  in  the  penal  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  current  money  of 
the  said  United  States,  well  and  truly  to  be  paid  into  their  treasury;  for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to 

be  made,   we,  the  said ,  do  hereby  jointly  and  severally  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,   and 

administrators,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  jointly,  severally,  and  firmlj',  by  these  presents.     Signed 

with  our  hands  and  sealed  with  our  seals,  this day  of ,  in  the  j'ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  twenty . 

The  condition  of  the  above  oliligation  is  such,  that  whereas  the  said •  has  obtained  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States  a  lease,  bearing  date  the day  of  ,  182-  of  a  certain  tract  of 

land  containing acres,  as  therein  more  particularly  described,  which  is  supposed  to  contain  lead 

ore:     Now,  if  the  said ■  shall  faithfully  and  fully  execute  and  con)ply  with  the  terms  and  conditions 

set  forth  in  said  lease,  then  and  in  that  case  this  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  no  cfiect;  otherwise  to  remain 
in  full  force  and  virtue. 

■ .  [seal." 

• .   [seal.' 

.   [se.^l.' 

Witnesses  present — 


No.  3. 

Ordxance  Department,    Washington,  January  31,  1825. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  me  b}'  the  officers  of  this  department  who  have  been  appointed  from 
time  to  time  to  superintend  the  leasing  and  working  of  the  lead  mines  of  the  United  States  that  a  change 
in  the  system  originally  adopted,  and  now  in  force,  could  be  advantageously  made. 

Up  to  the  present  period  it  has  been  a  condition  of  the  lease  required  by  the  United  States  that  the 
lessee  should  pay,  in  lead,  as  a  rent  to  the  United  States,  one-tenth  part  of  the  lead  produced  from  all  the 
mineral  procured  from  his  lot.  And  the  operation  of  this  clause  of  the  lease  has  heretofore  been  the 
establishment  of  a  furnace  upon  every  location,  and  to  make  every  lessee  a  smelter  also. 

The  change  proposed  is  to  do  away  this  obligation  upon  the  lessee  to  smelt  his  own  mineral,  and,  in 
lieu  thereof,  to  license  persons  specially  to  do  the  smelting,  with  the  privilege  of  obtaining  from  the  regular 
lessee,  upon  any  terms  the  parties  maj'  agree  on,  all  the  mineral  they  can  for  that  purpose,  the  lessee  or 
miner  to  be  bound  to  account  for  all  the  mineral  which  he  raises,  and  the  smelter  for  all  the  lead  produced 
from  his  works,  and  who  shall  be  accountable  for  the  rent  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  lead  which  he 
makes.  In  this  way,  although  nothing  is  paid  by  the  lessee  directly,  yet  payment  is  made  in  the  gross  by 
the  smelter.  The  number  of  smelters  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  government,  and  their  employment 
at  the  option  of  the  lessee. 

At  present  it  is  stated  that  the  smelting  part  of  the  business  is  generally  very  imperfectly  understood 
and  executed,  and,  consequently,4W)hat  there  is  much  waste  and  loss  sustained  bj' all  parties ;  that  the 
number  of  accounts  which  are  now  obliged  to  be  kept,  (one  for  each  furnace,)  many  of  them  for  very 
small  amounts,  renders  the  collection  of  rents  extremely  perplexing  and  uncertain. 

It  is  stated  that,  by  the  adoption  of  the  plan  proposed,  persons  of  ability  and  experience  to  conduct 
the  smelting  operatic .ns  in  a  proper  manner  would  soon  apply  for  the  privilege;  that  many  of  the  lessees 
would  doubtless  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  employ  them;  and  that  this  part  of  the  business,  as  it  got 
into  fewer  and  better  hands,  would  tend  not  only  to  "sinqilify  the  duties  of  the  superintendent,  but  would 
have  the  effect  to  augment  the  amount  of  rents,  and  render  their  collection  much  nKjre  certain. 

With  these  remarks  the  proposition  is   respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration.     Should  j'ou 
think  proper,  the  experiment  can  be  made  with  safety,  as  it  could  not,  in  no  way,  conflict  with  what  has 
heretofore  been  done  upon  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEO.  BOMFOPiD,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  on  ordnance  cluty. 

Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  War. 

Approved:  J.  C.  C. 
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OiiiiNANCK   l)Kr.\i;TMi;NT,    ]\'(i.-'Jiiii<//:jii,    Fi'hruan/  ]",,    ]s-2'>, 

Sik:  In  rcg-anl  to  the  pniimsitinii  res])('ctiii^-  tlic  j;-r;uitini;-  ul'  lici'usi'.s  tn  pci'scnis  Inr  c-airvin',;-  dn  tho 
business  of  snu'ltini;',  it  lias  been  ajiiiroved  ul'  by  tiu;  .^ecri'tiiry  I'f  War,  as  jicr  <-'n]iy  licirwitli,'  t  Nn.  ;!.'i  liy 
whii'ii  you  will  porcoive  that  tlio  nioasurc  is  apimibalcd  witli  the  express  unilerstamlin^-  thai  it  is  umI  to 
impair,  or  interfere,  or  sanction  aiiylhing-  eontrury  to  existiiij;-  reniilaliuns.  All  is  Icit  id  ad  licclv  as 
before;  and,  in  re.n'aril  to  the  advantages  derivable  from  the  emiiloyiiiml  of  the  smi'ltcr,  the  Icsycc  mav  nr 
may  not  avail  Inmself,  as  he  may  think  proper,  so  that  the  sneeess  of  the  smelli'r  niiisl  (lc|iriid  npnu'tli,. 
voluntary  support  which  he  nuiy  receive.  TIr'  rules  and  reg-ulations  for  the  government  of  the  c.xpcriiiii'nt 
will  therefore  bo  made  accordingly. 

As  to  the  number  of  .smelters  to  be  employed  under  the  above-mentionecl  authority,  it  will  bo  icgidaliMl 
by  the  degree  of  necessity  there  may  be  for  them,  of  which  you  will  be  the  best  judge.  'I'hey  shnuld  ii,,t, 
however,  be  increased  beyond  that  numlier  which  is  sufTieient,  by  constant  attentiou,  to  smelt  all  the 
mineral  to  be  obtained;  and,  if  jiracticable,  such  men  only  should  be  employed  as  are  of  good  character, 
and  from  whom  the  government  would  be  likely  to  meet  with  the  least  trouble  and  dilliculty. 

As  the  department  may  not  be  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  provisions  and  restrictions  which  a  licens(; 
should  contain,  or  of  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations  whicli  should  follow,  their  ()reparation  is  referred 
to  you. 

After  these  smelters  shall  have  got  into  operation,  ajiidication  for  leases  may  bi'  niude  from  lessees, 
with  a  view  only  to  the  collection  of  the  njineral  for  the  smelter,  and  not  for  the  ])in-iiose  ol'  smelting  it 
themselves.  In  such  cases  leases  will  be  granted  and  such  bonds  required  as  will  insure  the  most  faitiiful 
accountability  from  them.  By  a  slight  alteration  of  the  leases  and  boiiils  furnished  yuu  they  can  lie  made 
to  answer  in  these  cases. 

The  licenses  will  all  be  made  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a.s 
the  leases  are.  The  bonds  will  refer  to  the  instrument  (license)  upon  which  they  are  jiredicated,  and  be 
made  payable  as  is  jirovided  in  the  blanks  (see  Xo.  2)  furnished  you.  It  will  not  be  neci'ssary,  I  presume, 
for  the  penalty,  in  any  case,  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

You  will  have  known  of  the  recall  of  Major  Anderson  ere  this  reaches  you.  A  cojiy  nf  my  letter  to 
the  Engineer  department  requesting  it  has  been  forwarded  to  you.  It  was  done  under  the  belief  that  he 
was  no  longer  serviceable;  and  the  place  of  an  assistant  to  you  was  not  supplied  at  the  same  time,  because, 
in  the  first  place,  it  was  not  known  that  it  was  neccssarj',  and,  in  the  next,  that  if  it  was  necessary  it 
would  not  be  judicious  to  make  an  appointment  without  first  C(3nsulting  you  as  to  the  particular  qualilica- 
tions  requisite.  Your  recommendation  has  therefore  been  just  attended  to  and  approved  of  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  You  are  therefore  hereby  authorized  to  employ  whoever  you  shall  think  best  qualified  to  assist 
you,  and  who  shall  do  all  the  surveying,  &c.,  about  which  you  shall  want  assistance,  provided  his  com- 
pensation does  not  exceed  $550,  and  provided  he  accepts  the  same  in  lead,  at  a  fair  market  price.  As  soon 
as  you  make  an  agreement  send  on  a  copy  of  it. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEf)i;GE  BOMFORD,  Lieulcnant  Colonel,  on  or dmnre  did >j. 

Lieut.  M.iKTix  Thomas,  St.  LouU,  Missouri. 


Exiract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Martin   Thomas,  superintendent  of  the   United  States  lead  mines,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  Potosi,  Missouri,  January  21,  1825. 

"  It  is  my  wish  to  know  what  regulations  exist  with  respect  to  reservations  of  mineral  lands.  Ver_y 
much  of  the  mineral  land  in  this  vicinity  is  not  reporte<l  as  such;  and  as  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
government  not  to  sell  lead  mines,  I  would  request  some  directions  given  to  the  registers  and  receivers 
how  to  proceed  when  /  report  ofBcially  the  existence  of  signs  of  lead  ore,  in  doing  which  I  shall,  of  course, 
consult  the  true  interests  of  the  government. 

"  I  perceive  by  the  law  concerning  lead  mines  in  Indiana  that  all  purchases  of  lands,  liioicing  them  to 
be  mineral,  are  considered  fraudulent,  and  declared  void.  This  I  should  suppose  the  best  policy  in  all 
cases.  Any  system,  however,  would  be  preferable  to  the  present  uncertainty.  The  losses  to  the  govern- 
ment by  trespasses  on  the  mine  lands  have  been  enormous,  and,  to  a  person  unacquainted  with  the  country, 
almost  incredible.  I  am  now  endeavoring"  to  make  such  arrangements  as  will  prevent  future  losses,  in 
doing  which  I  shall  want  tlic  co-operation  of  the  registers  and  receivers  at  Jackson  and  St.  Louis  in 
particular." 


Extrael  of  a  letter  from  the  General  Land  Office  to  Lieutenant  M.  Thomas,  dated  Fetjruar;/  22,  1825. 

"Your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo  has  been  received.  Yon  inquire  what  lias  been  the  regulations  in 
relation  to  the  reservation  of  the  mineral  lands.  In  reply,  I  have  briefly  to  state  that  the  practic(.'  has 
been  for  the  register  of  the  land  office  to  make  the  reservation  of  such  lands  as  the  surveyors  filed  in  his 
office  indicated  to  contain  lead  mineral;  but  it  is  presumed  that  the  partial  examinations  made  liy  the 
surveyors  were  such  as  to  have  occasioned  numerous  omissi(.)ns  of  appearances  of  lead  in  the  interior  of 
sections,  their  remarks  being  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  appearances  on  the  immediate  line  of 
survej'. 

"Herewith  is  transmitted  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices 
at  Jackson  and  St.  Louis,  directing  them  to  reserve  from  sale  such  lands  as  you  may  report  to  them  to  con- 
tain lead  ore,  which  may  not  have  already  been  reserved.  Similar  instructions  will  be  given  to  other 
officers,  should  your  researches  induce  you  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  any  further  measures." 
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Gopij  of  the  circular  enclosed  in  the  above. 

Trf.asuky  Department,  General  Land  Office,  February  21,  1825. 
Gentle.men:  Lieutenant  M.  Thomas,  of  the  United  States  armj^,  who  has  lierctofore  been  introduced 
to  you  by  letters  from  this  oflfice,  is  acting,  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department,  as  superintendent 
of  the  United  States  lead  mines.  lie  is  engaged  in  exploring  the  country  and  ascertaining  tlie  extent  to 
whicli  lead  mines  exist  on  the  public  lands.  In  tlic  execution  of  this  duty  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
scrutiny  of  liis  researches  may  lead  to  the  discovery  of  lead  mineral  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  it  has 
been  reported  by  the  United  States  surveyors  to  exist.  He  is  instructed  to  report  to  you  all  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  deem  necessary  in  relation  to  the  lands  wliich  ought  to  be  reserved  by  tlie  government 
in  consequence  of  the  value  of  the  lead  mineral  contained  therein.  And  whenever  the  land  recommended 
by  him  to  be  reserved  from  sale  shall  not  already  have  been  so  reserved,  you  are  authorized  to  exclude 
the  same  from  sale,  and  to  make  the  necessary  entries  of  the  fact  upon  your  books  and  maps;  and  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  that  any  tract  of  land  which  is  recommende<l  by  the  said  agent  to  be  so  reserved  from 
sale  shall  have  been  sold,  you  will  be  pleased  to  report  immediately  to  this  oflicc. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  GRAHAM 


Generat,  Land  Office,  January  26,  1826. 
Sir:  In  compliance,  in  part,  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  December  15,  1825,  I  enclose  an 
abstract  of  all  the  leases  of  lead  mines  and  salt  licks  which  can  be  found  on  the  files  of  this  office. 

The  books  of  this  office  exhibit  no  evidence  of  the  amount  that  may  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury 
on  those  or  any  other  leases  which  may  have  been  granted  for  salt  licks  or  lead  mines. 
With  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


The  President  of  the  United  Statctt. 

Abstract  of  leases  of  lead  mines. 


GEOEGE  GRAHAM. 


180T,  September  26.  Lease  from  F.  Bates,  recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  and 
agent  for  the  United  States,  to  Andrew  Miller,  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situate  on  a  small  stream 
about  fifteen  miles  eastwardly  from  Inline  ii  Burton,  to  raise  lead  ore,  for  three  years  from  the  date  of  the 
approval  of  the  contract  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Rent,  one-tenth  of  all  the  mineral  raised, 
payable  quarterl_y. 

1809,  February  1.  Lease  from  Governor  Harrison  to  John  Brown,  Isaac  E.  Gano,  and  John  Spouse, 
for  five  years  from  May  1,  1808,  of  four  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Indiana,  on  the  river  Ohio,  to  dig  for 
lead  ore.  Lessees  to  erect  buildings  and  works,  and  their  improvements  to  be  valued  at  the  expiration 
of  the  lease,  and  paid  for  by  the  United  States  or  subsequent  lessee,  if  not  leased  again  to  the  same  per- 
sons: Provided,  That  the  United  States  shall  not  pay  more  than  $3,000  for  the  improvements,  nor  be 
bound  to  make  any  payment  therefor  beyond  the  amount  of  rent  received.  No  rent  payable  the  first 
two  years,  but  for  the  last  three  years  of  the  lease  the  rent  to  be  one-eighth  part  of  all  the  ore  found  on 
the  premises.     No  timber  to  be  cut  on  the  laud  except  for  building  and  fencing, 

1809,  October  26.  Lease  from  Governor  Harrison  to  Henry  C.  Gist,  Jesse  Bledsoe,  and  others,  of  four 
tliousand  acres  of  land  in  Illinois,  containing  a  lead  mine  known  as  "Gist's  lead  mine,"  on  the  same  con- 
ditions precisely  as  the  preceding  lease. 

1811,  March  15.  Lease  from  Governor  Edwards  to  William  Ficklin,  of  four  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Randolph  county,  Illinois  Territory,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  date. 

Terms. — The  said  Ficklin  to  be  at  liberty  to  dig  for  and  take  as  much  lead  ore  as  he  may  think  fit; 
also  to  erect  thereon  such  buildings  and  works  for  the  manufacture  of  lead,  also  for  the  accommodation  of 
those  engaged  in  the  establishment,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  success  of  the  undertaking  may  require;  said 
improvements  to  be  valued  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  five  years,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States, 
or  by  the  sulisequent  lessee,  if  rented  to  any  other  than  to" the  said  AVilliam  Ficklin:  Provided,  That  the 
United  States  shall  not  i)ay  more  than  $3,000  on  account  of  such  improvements,  nor  be  bound  to  make  any 
payment  therefor  beyond  the  amount  of  rent  they  may  have  received, 

(B@°"To  cite  all  the  terms  will  require  the  copying  of  the  whole  instrument,) 

1811,  June  18,  Lease  from  Frederick  Bates,  recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  of 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  described  as  situate  between  a  half  and 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  what  has  been  called  the  "Old  3Iine  tract,"  on  the  waters  of  Big  river,  in  the 
district  of  St.  Genevieve;  mine  discovered  by  Bryan  and  Wilkinson. 

Lease  in  favor  of  H.  Dodge,  Wilson  &  Craighead,  bearing  date  June  18,  1811. 

Terms. — Lease  to  be  in  force  for  twelve  months,  the  lessee  agreeing  to  pay  one-tenth  part  of  all  the 
mineral  raised  on  said  tract. 

Renewed  for  twelve  months,  June  18,  1812. 

1814,  September  15.  Lease  from  F.  P>ates  to  Amable  Partenay,  of  Mine  a  Straddle,  with  300  acres  of 
land;  Mine  a  Burton,  with  200  acres;  Mine  a  Bourassa,  with  800  acres;  Shous'  mine,  with  200  acres; 
Little  Diggings,  with  200  acres;  Martin's  mine,  with  800  acres;  and  Silver  mines,  with  800  acres.  Lease 
for  twelve  months  from  September  20,  1814.  Rent,  four  dollars  for  every  thousand  pounds  of  mineral 
raised  at  each  of  the  mines. 

Lease  renewed  September  13,  1815,  for  two  years,  but  rent  reduced  to  three  dollars  and  a  half  per 
thousand  pounds  of  mineral, 

1814,  October  31,  Lease  from  F,  Bates  to  Samuel  Hammond  and  Frederick  Connor,  of  100  acres  of 
land,  said  to  contain  a  lead  mine,  in  the  township  of  Joachin,  on  the  north  of  the  river  of  that  name,  for 
twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  lease.    Rent,  three  dollars  for  every  thousand  p(mnds  of  mineral  raised. 

1814,  NovenAer  3,  Lease  from  F.  Bat(>s  to  Samuel  Hammond,  of'lOO  acres  of  land,  containing  a  lead 
mme,  on  the  south  branch  of  Joachin  river  or  creek,  near  the  road  from  llerculaneum  to  Mine  a^Burton, 
tor  twelve  months.     Rent,  three  dollars  for  every  thousand  pounds  of  mineral  raised. 
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1811,  June  18.  Lease  from  Mii-liacl  Jiun-s,  rt',i;-isti'r,  and  S.  Hmul,  rcc<'ivcr  cil'  jniMir  moiicvs  :i(  \\:\<- 
kaskia,  agents  for  the  United  States,  to  Joseph  .Mcaeham,  ol'  h.l  Nm.  1  i.T  llic  had  miiics  in  lllinms, 
coiitaininj;-  040  acres  of  Land,  for  three  years,  llent,  lid  |ici-  emt.  cm  all  the  Icail  raisi'd  and  ((.ll.ihd' 
deliveralile  monthly  at  the  mines,  in  pigs  tir  hais. 

1817,  June  18.  Lease  from  the  same  (n  Siiiienii  \aiiorsdaI,  cil'  lliici'  lols,  Nds.  2,  .'i,  and  I,  each  c'cin- 
taiuing  640  acres,  for  three  years.      Kcnl,  '_'.'i  ]iei-  cent,  on  all  llie  leacl  cililaincd. 

1817,  J»/!e  IS.  Lease  from  the  saine  to  'I'imolhy  \asli,  ol'  ion  lots,  Nos.  II,  12.  l;!,  II,  I,",,  |  c,  n^ 
IS,  r.l,  and  20,  each  containing  (140  acn^s,  for  three  yoais.      K'ont,  1.")  :V|:iihs  \h'\-  conl.  cm   |lio   lo.id  raiseil. 

1S17,  June  IS.  Lease  from  thc>  same  (o  William  Morrison,  olsi.x  hds,  Nos.  21,  22,  2:!,  21,  2."),  and  :;o, 
for  three  years.     Kent,  13^-  ])er  I'ent.  on  the  lead  raisecl. 

1817,  Jtnu?  18.  Lease  from  the  same  to  William  (Irinin,  of  fonr  lots,  Nos.  20,  27,  2S,  and  29,  for 
three  years.  Rent  for  Nos.  20  and  27,  14  per  cent.;  for  No.  2S,  14A-  |ier  cent.;  and  for  No.  2'.>,  15  percent., 
on  all  the  lead  raised  and  collected  on  each  of  them  respectividy. 

1815,  September  30.  Lease  from  F.  15ates  to  Moses  Fitzwater  and  .Vndi'ew  Millei',  of  a  h^ad  mine  sitnate 
in  AVashington  county,  about  four  or  live  miles  from  the  town  of  I'otosi,  together  with  500  acres  of  land, 
with  the  [irivilege  of  taking  fuel  and  stone  for  building  from  the  i)ublic  lands  adjacent.  Lease  for  twelve 
months,     llent,  §3  50  per  thousand  pounds  of  mineral. 

AhMraet  <//"  leasi's  of  sail  .'■■jirinr/.^. 

1810,  Fcbnianj  5.  Lease  from  (ioverncu-  llchvards,  of  Illinois  Territory,  to  Jonathan  Taylcji-,  of  Kaii- 
dolph  county,  and  Territory  aforesaid,  and  Charles  Wilkins  and  James  .Mcjrrison,  of  Lexington,  Kentueky, 
of  the  salt  springs  near  the  mouth  of  the  ii\-er  Waliash,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  from  Maicli  1,  1810. 
Lessees  to  pay  every  three  months  si.\  thousancl  bushels  of  good,  dry,  merchantable  salt,  weighing  at 
least  fifty  pounds  a  bushel,  free  of  all  costs  and  eliaiges.  t^uarterly  rent  to  be  increased  to  the  quantity 
of  seven  thousand  and  five  hundred  bushels  altca-  si.x  mouths  from  March  1,  1810,  provided  it  shall  lie 
ascertained  after  the  expiration  of  that  period,  by  actual  experiment,  that  the  clian,i;-e  in  the  mode  of 
manufaeturin.g  salt  from  the  then  existing  mode  did  not  save  at  least  one-third  cjf  the  fuel. 

1814,  JIaivJi  17.  Lease  from  Ninian  Edwards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  John  I'.ales,  of 
Jefferson  county,  Kentuck}',  of  the  salines  on  the  river  Wabash,  known  by  the  name  of  "Saline  Sprin,g 
or  lick,  and  the  Half-moon  lick,"  tog'ether  with  so  much  ,ground  around  each  of  said  springs  as  may  be 
reasonable,  for  the  purpose  of  erectin,g  the  necessarj-  furnaces  and  buildin,gs  for  the  manufactory  and 
extracting'  of  salt  from  said  spring-.  Lease  to  continue  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  date.  Rent 
to  be  ten  thousand  and  twenty-live  bushels  of  good,  drj',  merchantable  salt,  payable  everj'  three  months, 
weighing  at  least  fifty  pounds  per  bushel,  free  from  all  charges  and  expenses  whatever.  The  said  John 
Bates  to  extract  from  the  waters  of  said  s]U'ings  annually,  during'  the  af  )resaid  term  of  three  years,  the 
quantity  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  good,  drj',  merchantalile  salt,  weighin,g  at 
least  fifty  pounds  per  bushel,  and  so  niucli  more  as  can  possibly  be  made. 

1817,  June  19.  Lease  from  Ninian  Edwards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  Willis  Hargrove  and 
Meredith  W.  Fisher,  of  the  above  salines,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  date.  Rent  to  be  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  and  a  half  bushels  of  good,  dry,  merchantable  salt,  payable  every  three  months,  free  of 
all  costs  and  charges. 

1817,  June  19.  Lease  from  Ninian  Edwards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  Jonathan  Taylor, 
of  Union  countj',  Kentucky,  of  certain  salines  which  have  or  may  be  found  within  a  certain  prescribed 
distance  of  the  United  States  saline  near  the  Wabash,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  date.  Rent,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  and  a  half  bushels  of  good,  dry,  merchantable  salt,  payable  at  the  end  of  every 
three  months. 

1817,  June  19.  Lease  from  Ninian  Edwards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  George  Rolnnson, 
of  Gallatin  county,  in  said  Territory,  of  certain  salines  situate  near  the  United  States  saline,  so  calked,  for 
the  term  of  three  years  from  date.  Rent  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  and  a  quarter  bushels  of  salt, 
payable  every  three  months. 

1817,  June  19.  Lease  from  Ninian  Edwards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  James  Ratclitf,  of 
White  county,  in  said  Territory,  of  certain  salines  situate  near  the  United  States  saline,  scj  called,  for  the 
term  of  three  years  from  date.  Rent  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  and  a  quarter  bushels  of  salt,  payable 
every  three  months. 

1814,  Auf/u^t  12.  Lease  frcim  David  Ilogc,  agent  for  the  United  States,  to  John  Reterson,  of  section 
No.  34,  in  township  No.  11,  of  ran,ge  No.  3,  in  the'Steubenville  district,  containing  a  salt  spring,  for  three 
years  from  the  date.  Rent,  $76  SO  per  annum.  No  tindier  to  be  cut  or  destroyed  on  the  land,  and  coal 
only  to  be  used  in  the  manufactory.     Aiiproved  by  the  President  October  7,  1815. 

1817,  September  10.  Lease  from  the  same  to  the  same,  of  the  same;  also  for  three  years.  Rent,  §113 
per  annum,  on  the  previous  conditions. 

1815,  March  25.  Lease  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  of  sectic^n  No. 
1,  in  township  No.  9  south,  of  range  No.'S  west,  containing  a  saline,  in  the  Territcjry  of  Illinois,  to  Conrad 
"Will  and  his  associates,  for  three  years  fnim  January  11,  1815.  Approved  by  the  President  June  13th 
following.  Rent,  $76  80  per  annum.  No  waste  of  timber  to  be  committed  on  the  adjacent  land.  Improve- 
ments to  be  paid  for  by  the  succeedin.g  lessee,  according  to  a  valuation  by  arbitration. 

1822,  Aurjust  0.  Lease  from  Governor  Miller,  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  by  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  Reuben  Sanders,  Mark  Bean,  and  Richard  II.  Bean,  for  saline  on  the  Illmois,  for 
three  years  from  the  date,  with  permission  to  use  timber  for  fuel,  building,  and  fencing.  No  rent  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid.  ^^-■u■ 

1824,  June  2.  Permission  from  Gecu-ge  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oihcc\  to  W  dliam 
Bradford,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  to  take  possession  of  a  salt  siiring  near  the  mcjuth  '-'*  f'^^ 
Kiamettie,  north  of  the  Red  river,  in  Arkansas,  on  condition  that  the  said  Bradford  shall  open  a  well  of 
salt  water,  and  continue  to  work  at  least  twenty  kettles  at  the  saine  time,  for  the  purpose  of  supplyuig 
the  settlers  with  salt.     Permission  to  continue  for  three  years  from  October  1,  1824. 

1817,  June  19.  Lease  from  Ninian  Edwards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  Innothy  (_,erard, 
of  Gallatin  county,  in  said  Territory,  of  certain  salines  near  the  United  States  saline,  scj  called,  tor  the  term 
of  three  years  from  date.  Rent  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  good,  dry,  merchantable  salt,  pay- 
able every  three  months. 
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APPLICATION  OF  ALAB.VMA  FOU  llELIEF  OF  PURCHASERS,  FOR  REDUCTION  OF  PRICE, 
CHANGE  IN  MODE  OF  SELLING,  AND  CESSION  OP  CERTAIN  PUBLIC  LANDS  TO  THAT 
STATE. 

COMMl'XIC.VTED    TO    THE    SE.V.VTE    FEBRUARY    8,    182G. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eq^resenlalitvs  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  senate  and  liunse  of  i-cpresentatives  of  tlie  State  of  Alabama  in  general 
assembly  convened  re.spectfully  represents:  That  a  considerable  portion  of  the  debt  contracted  by  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  for  lands  of  the  United  States  sold  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  cig'ht  hundred  and  twenty,  remains  unpaid.  The  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  for  the 
relief  of  purcliasers  of  the  public  lands,  while  they  extended  relief  to  the  unfortunate  debtor,  contributed 
to  the  increase  of  the  public  revenue,  and  tended  to  destroy  the  odious  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor 
which  existed  between  the  government  and  its  citizens.  Those  acts,  wise  and  beneficent  as  they  were, 
have  not,  however,  carried  relief  into  the  bosom  of  many  meritorious  families  who  are  dependent  for 
their  support  upon  the  sweat  of  their  own  brow,  and  for  salvation  from  utter  ruin  upon  the  justice  and 
liberality  of  the  general  government.  Many  persons,  not  then  recovered  from  the  infatuation  produced 
by  a  period  of  unexampled  but  deceitful  prosperity,  failed  to  accept  the  boon  which  had  been  proffered 
by  the  general  government,  and  onlj'  postponed  the  time  of  their  suffering  by  claiming  a  further  credit 
upon  the  lands  which  they  had  purchased.  It  is  known  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  what 
untoward  circumstances  combined  prior  to  the  first  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  to  give  a 
fictitious  value  to  every  article  of  merchandise,  and  to  wild  and  unsettled  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  a  supposed  value  beyond  that  of  the  best  improved  lands  in  the  most  populous  parts  of  the 
United  States.  More  than  four  millions  of  dollars  of  Mississippi  stock,  issued  while  three-fourths  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  were  covered  with  Indian  titles,  were  to  be  redeemed  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  after  paying  to  the  State  of  Georgia  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  defraying  the 
expenses  of  surveying  and  selling  the  public  lands  Ij'ing  in  that  Territory.  This  stock  was,  however, 
receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  that  Territory,  purchased  after  the  date  of  said  stock. 
Much  of  this  stock  was  purchased  by  persons  desirous  to  lay  it  out  in  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
at  from  forty  to  fifty  dollars  for  the  hundred.  The  depreciation  of  this  stock  induced  purchasers  of  the 
public  lauds  to  give  more  than  double  the  amount  they  would  have  otherwise  given  for  the  same  land  to 
be  paid  for  in  money.  The  high  jirice  of  the  staple  product  of  the  soil  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  which  continued  only  a  sufficient  time  to  make  the  ruin  of  the  citizens  the  more  complete, 
added  to  the  high  prices  of  the  public  lands,  and  increased  the  calamity  which  finally  overwhelmed  the 
purchasers.  At  that  time,  too,  the  paper  issuing  from  a  multitude  of  banks  without  capital,  and  procured 
easily,  increased  the  facilities  of  paying  the  first  instalments  upon  lands  purchased  at  prices  varying  from 
tweuty  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  It  is  known  that  the  Mississippi  stock,  from  the  enormous  prices 
of  the  lauds  purchased  with  it,  was  very  soon  almost  withdrawn  from  the  market,  or  attained  a  value  little 
less  than  its  nominal  amount.  Lands  purchased  with  a  medium  thus  depreciated,  with  the  paper  of  banks 
which  soon  ceased  to  exist,  and  when  cotton  commanded  thirty  cents  per  pound,  were  in  a  short  time  to 
be  paid  for  in  cash,  and  at  a  time  when  the  staple  commodity  of  the  country  had  declined  from  thirty  to 
less  than  ten  cents  per  pound.  A  just  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  citizens  required  of  the 
government  at  this  crisis  a  manifestation  of  its  paternal  regard  and  a  modification  of  the  contracts  which 
were  ruinous  to  the  citizens  and  not  beneficial  to  the  government.  Relief  was  extended  to  the  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands  by  several  acts  of  Congress.  From  unavoidable  accident,  from  want  of  information, 
or  from  a  vain  hope  of  complying  with  a  contract,  the  ruinous  nature  of  which  was  not  jci  discovered, 
manj'  of  the  purchasers  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama  failed  to  relinquish  their  purchases  in  conformity 
to  the  acts  of  Congress  passed  for  their  relief  The  wealth  of  a  nation  is  founded  on  the  prosperity  of  its 
citizens,  and  the  strength  of  the  government  is  based  on  the  afliections  of  the  people.  To  strengthen  the 
southern  frontier  has  heretofore  been  the  laudable  object  of  the  government.  Witli  this  view  they  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  fortification  in  the  State  of  Alabama  which  will  be  viewed  by  future  generations 
as  a  monument  of  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  of  the  age  in  wliich  it  was  founded.  It  would  not  consist 
■with  this  wise  policj'  of  the  government,  nor  with  its  magnanimitj%  to  turn  from  his  home,  which  has  been 
reclaimed  from  the  wilderness  by  hard  and  scanty  means,  the  yeoman  who  is  ever  ready  to  defend  the  soil 
at  the  bidding  of  his  country.  The  interest  of  the  government,  it  is  conceived,  even  if  it  were  to  regard 
its  revenue  alone,  would  be  promoted  by  granting  relief  to  its  citizens.  At  the  end  of  six  and  eight  years, 
for  which  credit  has  been  claimed,  the  husbandman  will  find  himself  still  unable  to  pay  for  his  land.  No 
payment  will  be  made  in  the  meantime,  because  he  cannot  hope  to  obtain  a  title  for  the  land  which  he  had 
purchased.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  credit  has  been  claimed,  the  lands  will  revert  to  the 
United  States  after  eight  years  of  ruinous  cultivation.  The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama  cannot 
forbear  respectfully  to  suggest  a  wish,  in  behalf  of  its  citizens,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will 
take  into  its  consideration  the  situation  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  and  extend  for  their  benefit 
the  time  for  relinquishing  lands  in  conformity  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed,  and  will  allow  such  discounts 
upon  cash  payments  as  may  be  deemed  just.  Here  they  think  justice  requires  that  they  should  represent 
that  the  lands  wiiich  were  purchased  at  prices  near  their  real'value  have  been  generally  paid  for  either 
by  lands  relinquished  or  in  cash,  and  that  the  lands  yet  unpaid  for  are  those  purchased  at  prices  more 
above  their  value  than  those  paid  for,  and  are  generally  in  the  hands  of  persons  least  able  to  pay  for 
them.  This  circumstance,  it  is  conceived,  ought  to  induce  the  representatives  of  the  nation  to  allow  a 
larger  discount  upon  such  cash  payments  as  may  hereafter  be  made.  It  is  respectfully  represented  that  the 
last  law  i'or  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lauds  did  not  afford  anv  "relief  to  a  large  and 
meritorious  class  of  citizens  who  had  not  taken  the  benefit  of  the  first  law.  Relief  in  behalf  of  this  class 
of  purchasers_  is  respectfully  prayed.  The  legislature  would  also  respectfully  represent  that  many  good 
and  worthy  citizens  who  are  settled  upon  public  lands  are,  as  the  law  now  stands,  in  the  power  of  the 
nierciless  speculator,  and  that  his  hard  earnings  may  either  be  taken  from  him,  or  may  be  used  as  a  means 
ot  extorting  from  him  his  last  dollar.    It  is  therefore  respectfully  prayed  that  a  law  may  be  passed  protecting 
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the   settlor   in   tlio  ciijoymoiit   of  1  lis   (M-(i|i,  niid   savin.i;- liini   fniin   tlic  "londor  niciTics "  of  llic   iinrcrli 

speculutor.      It  is  n'SlU'ctfully  pravcil  thai  whrn  the  |iiiiilir  lands  shall  he  s..ld,  iiji,,-  I  li,' season  of  nivpariri"- 

fill-  a  emp,  the  planter  may  bo  pennilteil  to  i IJimc  in  pi.ssrssi,.n  ..I'  ihr  hmd  unlil  h,-  .-hidl  have  "allincd 

the  fruits  of  his   lalior.      The  leg-islatnre  ui'  the   Slate  ,,\'  Alaliania   eann..t    r,aliiar   llic   rxpicssini'i   ,,|'  an 

opinion  tliat  it  wmild  liost  ei)in|inrt  with  the  wise  poli,'y  whiih  has  lierot..|ure  ^nvcr I  ilic  ,-,, iU  ..f  ihc 

nation    to  permit    IIk'  pnrehasers  nf  lands  not    yid   pai.l  lor  I.j   siirri'iider  thrin  t,j   Ihc  I'nilcd  Stales,  and  lo 

receive   eertilieates  r..r  tlir'  anmnnl  ..j    llie    purchase  money  reeeival.le  in  payment  ef  the  same  1 is  when 

resoUI.  or  in  payment  el'  ether  lands  i,\'  the  Tnited  States'. 

/I'eso/nv/,  That  the  .L;-overnor  he  ivipiested  In  lerward  a  copy  ef  this  menieiial  to  each  <>['  our  senal.irs 
and  repri'sentalives  in  ('on,i;-i-ess,  and  that  enr  senators  hi'  insliauded.  and  eur  lepresentat  i\-es  h.'  icpiesli'il 
to  use  ^heir  exertions  to  dhlain  the  olijeets  eonlemplaled  liy  the  said  mianoiial. 

WILLIAM    KKLLV, 

Sj)iv/,-cr  of'  III,'   //.,il.<i-  ,,/'   /,'r/,rr.<ri,lillir(:-<. 


A|ipi'oved  danuary  14,  1>S2(). 


XUdiOLAS   DAVIS. 

l'ri\'iihiil  o/'  III,'  S'liiilc, 

dOllX   Ml  KTIIV. 


RliSOLUl'lONS  iastiiKling  oar  Keiiateis  and  rnnicstius  our  n'pre.-fcntativrs  in  Cen^'n-ss  li>  use  Iheir  lirst  i-udi'iu  ens  tn  inoeuiu 

tlie  pa.ssaL,'!'  ef  a  aiw  to  n'tluec  tlii'  |iiire  ol    the  piililic  Ian. Is. 

The  li'n-islature  of  tlie  State  of  Ahihanm  wonhl  respeetrnll\-  re|iresenl  to   tlie  ('on,L:'ress   of   Ihe  I'nileil 

States  tliat  the  present  1 le  of  S(dlin,i;-  the  imlilie    himl    to    the    hi.i^hesl    hidder,  I  hon-'h  free  from  niosi    of 

the  (ilijeetions  attending- tlie  firmer  system,  is  lialde  to  some  abuses  in  praeli.'e  that  it  would  be  \ei\- 
desirable  to  correct  or  obviate.  Every  public  sale  is  attended  by  a  host  of  sp<'eiilators,  ^\lio  realUdo  n.it 
wish  to  own  the  soil,  but  to  extort  a  itreinium  from  the  occupants  for  the  privih'i;e  of  pnrehasing-  llie  cabin 
they  have  built  and  the  lield  they  have  (deared.  'fo  (dfect  that  (diject,  they  eider  into  a  ci>ndiinati.)n  and 
act  in  concert.  They  threaten  the  occupant  to  run  his  land  to  ,a  hiLilier  piiee  than  his  means  will  enable 
him  to  give  unless  he  will  pa_y  tlieni  not  to  bid  against  him  or  buy  the  land  from  them  at  a  coiisiiler.ilile 
profit.  Thus  combined,  they  levy  a  contribution  on  the  honest  and  industrious  part,  of  thi' eommniiih-, 
and  divert  considerable  sums  from  the  treasury.  A  single  individual  has  no  chance  to  compete  with  such 
a  formidable  combination.  The  fear  of  being  driven  fnan  his  home  compels  him  to  yi(dil  to  siieh  tiains  as 
may  be  prescribed.  Competition  is  stilled,  and  the  land  bid  olf  at  the  uiuiiimnn  price  in  many  instances, 
when  a  fair  competition  would  enhance  the  ]irico  considerably.  The  legislature  can  see  mi  remedy  for 
this  evil  but  in  a  change  of  the  mode  of  selling  the  |iublic  land,  and  wouid  therefire  suggest,  with  great 
respect  and  deference,  the  propriety  of  dividing  the  unsold  land  into  three  or  more  classes,  and  lixing  a 
price  on  each  class,  at  which  it  might  be  entered.  A  much  better  price  w.iuld  be  oldained  by  the  go\-ein- 
ment,  and  the  citizen,  perhaps,  give  less  for  his  land.  A  price  sufficiently  high  might  be  iixed.  in  the  lirst 
instance,  to  guard  against  loss  to  the  treasury.  That  pirico  might  be  reduced  at  suitable  intervals,  if  md 
entered  at  the  former  price,  until  all  the  land  in  any  m.anner  lit  for  cultivation  would  be  enler<'d,  Tli<' 
legislature  is  aware  that  dividinig  the  lands  into  classes  according  to  quality,  where  the  sllrve^•s  are 
completed,  would  be  attended  with  some  little  expense,  but  feel  very  confident  that  the  inerease.i  price 
lYould  greatly  exceed  th(^  additional  expense.  The  olfcriiig  of  , great  bodies  of  land  for  sale  at  the  sami' 
time  is  calculated  to  drain  the  country  of  money,  l>y  inducing  all  who  ate  able  to  purchasi/  at  the  same 
time.  I5y  this  means  great  embarrassment  is  felt  in  the  traffic  and  eommerei;  of  the  coinitiy.  'I'he 
exhaustion  of  the  circulating-  medium  wajuld  in  a  ,great  measure  In'  av.iideil  by  the  |ii'oposed  s\stem; 
entries  would  be  made  from  time  to  time,  and  the  UKiiiey  thereby  withdrawn  from  tin:  eommon  <'ouise  of 
business  loss  s'ensibly  felt.  Tliere  would  In.'  great  projirietv  iu  ultimately  reducin,g  tln'  ipiantilv  to  be 
entered  to  forty  acres,  and  the  indce  to  twentydive  cents  an  acre.  Should  this  system  be  adopted,  iheie 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  United  States  would  receive  a  great  deal  more  money  for  their  laml,  and  the 
citizen  obtain  a  home  for  less  than  he  will  inevitably  have  to  give  if  the  speculators  vwn  force  him  to  buy 
from  them  the  privilege  of  buying  from  the  governnicnt,  as  they  certainly  will  do  if  the  mi, ■linn  system 
is  continued.  The  gradual  reduction  of  the  price  from  time  to  time,  at  such  intervals  as  will  allow  time 
for  a  fair  experiment,  will  sell  the  good  lands  for  their  value  more  nearly  than  they  brin,g  at  auction,  and 
ultimately  sell  a  vast  quantity  of  poor  hmd  that  can  never  be  sold  under  the  present  system.  It  is  highly 
important  to  every  government  that  the  soil  should  lu^  taxable.  Under  the  system  of  cash  sales  it  caiiiud 
be  inijiortant  to  continue  the  jirohibition  of  tlie  p.'iwer  of  the  State  to  tax  the  land  for  livi.'  years  from  the 
date  of  the  purchase.  That  restriction,  it  is  believed,  was  a  ]iart  of  the  old  credit  system,  and  should 
have  been  abolished  with  it.  Many  citizens  of  this  State  are  living-  on  public  land;  they  have  improved 
it  by  their  labor;  and  if  the  system  of  offering  the  land  for  a  fixed  price  shall  be  adopted,  the  actual  settler 
might  be  allowed  a  preference  in  the  right  to  ])urchase  for  a  reasonabk'  period,  through  all  the  gradations 
of  price,  without  the  least  prejudice  to  the  treasury.  The  land  should  be  subject  to  entry  by  the  actual 
settler,  at  the  price  fixed,  for  a  limited  time,  and  if  he  failed  to  do  so,  it  should  be  subject  to  entry  by  any 
other  person  for  another  space;  and  if  not  then  entered,  the  [irice  should  lie  reduced,  ami  the  pn.'f 'rence 
at  the  reduced  price  again  allowed  to  the  settler.  Should  this  be  done,  many  poor  men  will  procure  land 
on  which  they  can  raise  their  families;  the  countiy  at  lar.ge  will  be  greatly  iiiipro\ed,  its  industry  iiicreaseil, 
and  its  morals  cherished. 

BeKolvrcl,  therefore,  bij  the  senate  and  house  of  rejii;:<,'nliilin's  nf  Ihe  SInle  of  Aletiainn  in  ,jrneiril  assemtilij 
convened,  That  our  senators  be,  and  they  tire  hmeby  instructed,  and  our  reiiresentatives  re(|uested,  to  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  dispose  of  the  public  lauds  in  the  maiimr  recom- 
mended in  the  foreg-oin,g  memorial. 

Resolved,  oto, '^That  our  senators  be  instructeil.  and  our  re|ireseiitafives  rei|Ueste(l,  to  usi-  their  best 
endeavors  to  procure  for  this  State  the  lands  lying  within  its  limits  to  which  the  Indian  title'  was  exliu- 
g-uished  by  the  treaty  made  at  the  Indian  Sprin.gs;  ami.  particularly,  that  they  use  their  best  endeavors 
to  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  Creek  Indians  resiiling  in  the  State  of  fieor.gia  within  the  limits  of  this 
State. 

Vol,.  IV ti7  c 
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Aiul  be  it  fiirthcy  resoh-ed,  That  tlic  g'uvernin-  he,  and  ho  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  one  copy  of  ! 

the  foreyoiny;  memorial  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Conn'ress.  ( 

WM.  KELLY,  j 
Speeder  of  (lie  Huutfe  of  Bcpivifentatives. 
NlCil'S  DAVIS, 


Approved  January  14,  1826. 


Fremlent  of  the  Senate. 

JOHN  MURPHY. 

Senate,  Januarij  13,  1826. 
I  do  hereby  eerlil'y  that  the  within  uriL^'inated  in  the  Senate. 

F.  S.  LYON,  Seeretary  of  the  Senate. 

Secretary's  Office,  C'ahaba,  Januanj  16,  1826. 
I  certify  tiie  toreg'ninf^-  to  lie  a  currt't't  copy  of  the  original  roll  deposited  in  my  office. 

JAMES  I.  THORNTON,"  Secretary  of  Stale. 


1!)tii  Concrkss.]  ISTo.  494.  [1st  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  TENNESSEE  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS. 

COM.MUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REFRESENTATIVES    FEBRU.\RY    9,    1826. 

Mr.  Polk,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  leg-islaturo  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  asking'  a  rclin(|uishment  of  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  certain  vacant  lands  therein 
descrilied,  lying-  within  the  limits  of  that  State,  to  bo  appropriated  by  the  legislature  thereof  to  the 
purposes  of  education,  reported: 

That  in  the  year  1782  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  State, 
promised  to  her  officers  and  soldiers  lands  proportioned  in  amount  to  their  rank  in  the  arnij',  to  be  locatecl 
by  them  in  tiie  then  western  territory  of  that  State,  as  an  additional  compensation  for  their  valor  and 
services  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  directed  that  ■military  land  irarrants  should  be  issued  to  all 
such  as  should  make  application  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  who  should  appear  to  be  entitled  to  the 
same  according  to  the  jirovisions  of  the  act;  that  during  the  war  specie  certificates,  as  they  were  termed, 
to  a  large  amount,  were  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  defray  the  expenses 
incident  to  the  pro.secution  of  the  war;  and  these  certificates  constituted  a  public  debt,  due  by  the  State 
to  the  individuals  who  were  the  holders  of  them,  and  which  the  State  was  bound  in  good  faith  to  redeem 
and  pay  off.  And  for  this  purpose,  and  likewise  to  dispose  of  her  surplus  western  lands,  by  an  act  of  the 
geniaal  assenilily  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  passed  in  the  year  1783,  an  entry  taker's  oflico,  subse- 
HUeiitly  called  and  generally  known  by  the  name  of  John  Armstrong's  oitice,  was  created,  in  which, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  for  every  two  pounds  in  cash  or  in  specie  certificates  paid  into  the 
office  the  individual  was  entitled  to  enter  and  obtain  a  warrant  of  survey  for  one  hundred  acres  of  western 
lands.  Nearly  all  the  holders  of  specie  certificates,  and,  many  others,  embraced  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
and  obtained  incipient  titles  to  lands  to  be  laid  out  in  the  western  territory  of  the  State,  and  to  which 
grants  were  subsequently  to  issue.  At  that  time,  and  until  the  year  1789,  the  chartered  limits  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  extended  west  to  the  Mississippi  river,  and  included  what  is  now  the  State  of 
Tennessee;  and  entries  of  land  were  made  even  to  the  western  confines  of  the  State,  many  of  thi'm  in  that 
section  of  the  State  to  which  the  title  of  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians  was  not  then  extinguished.  In  the 
month  of  December,  in  the  year  1789,  the  State  of  Niu'th  Carolina  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  that  portion 
of  her  western  territory  which  now  constitutes  the  State  of  Tennessee,  upon  certain  express  conditions  and  ' 
limitations  therein  enumerated.  Among  the  conditions  thus  enumerated,  she  reserved  to  herself  the  right 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  all  the  unsatisfied  and  bona  fide  claims  of  her  officers  and  soldiers  for 
whom  provision  had  been  made  by  law,  and  likewise  to  "satisfy  all  other  claims  properly  chargeable  upon 
the  territory  thus  ceded.  At  the  period  of  the  cession  many  of  the  military  land  warrants  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  North  Carolina  line  had  not  been  issued.  Other  claims  were  tloating  and  uidocatcd  to 
any  particular  s]Jot  or  parcel  of  land,  and  their  number  and  amount  were  unascertained.  Many  other 
claims  had  tieen  located  and  entered  ujion  particular  spots  or  parcels  of  lands,  to  the  claimants  of  which 
no  grants  had  issued,  and  thus  the  titles  remained  incomjjlete.  This  was  the  state  of  things  at  the  period 
when  the  act  of  cession  was  passed  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  month  of  Deceniber,  1789.  In 
the  month  of  April,  1790,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  acce|>ted  the  cession  made  by  North  Carolina, 
and  shortly  afterwards  established  a  territorial  government  therein.  In  tlie  month  of  June,  1796,  'I'en- 
nessee  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  free  and  independent  State,  and  upon  equal  footing  with  her 
sister  States.  North  Carolina,  however,  continued  to  exercise  the  powers  which  she  had  reserved  to  herself 
in  the  cession  act,  from  its  date,  in  1789,  until  the  year  1803,  and  continued  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  according  to  the  reservation  which  she  had  made  to 
herself  in  the  act  of  cession.  In  which  year,  (1803,)  in  consequence  of  the  great  inconvenience  to  the 
public,  and  particularly  to  warrant  holders,  in  being  compelled  to  have  their  titles  perfected  and  grants 
issued  at  the  seat  of  government  of  North  Carolina,  a  distance  of  several  hundred  miles  from  the  land 
entered  and  claimed  by  thoui,  lying  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  a  negotiation  was  instituted  between  the 
two  States  (North  Carolina  and  Tennessee)  which  resulted  in  a  compact  entered  into  between  them, 
whereby  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  vested  with  full  power  ami  authority  to  issue  grants  and  piM-fect  titles 
to  the  remaining  unsatisfied  claims  of  North  Carolina,  in   as  full   and  anqde  a  manner  as  Niu'th  Carolina 
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])(iss('ssc(l  tlio  sanii'  liy  virtue  of  (lie  <Tssiiin  ;irt,  snl'ii'ct  bi  crrtaiii  restrict  idiis  ami  limilnliims  flicrciii 
cdntiiiiu'd,  one  of  wliicli  was  that  Nurlh  Carnliiia  n'scr\c(l  Id  hci'srir.  <'xclusivcl\ ,  llie  rij;'iil  nf  issiiiii"- 
military  warrants.  On  tlio  18tli  day  of  April,  ISIK;,  the  Cm^icss  df  tlir  rriited  States  asseiiteil  to  and 
ratilied  the  conipaet  thus  made  between  tlu^  two  States,  and.  by  an  act  of  Conn'ress  jjassed  on  that  day, 
rocog-nized  the  power  thus  vested  in  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  and  autli.ai/.ed  her,  in  the  room  and  stead  of 
North  Carolina,  to  issue  f!:rants  and  perfect  titles  north  and  east  of  a  line  in  the  saiil  act  of  Conn'ress 
designated,  commonly  called  the  Congressional  reservation  line;  Imt  imposeil  as  an  express  condition, 
among"  others  enumerated  in  the  act,  upon  which  Teiniessee  was  authorized  to  iss\ie  grants  and  jierfect 
titles,  that  certain  college  ami  academy  lands  should  he  laiil  olf,  and  likewise  that  six  hundred  and  foiiy 
acres  of  land  within  every  six  miles  scpnire,  whei-c  existing  claims  would  admit  in  the  said  leriitorv,  north 
and  east  of  the  said  line,  should  be  hiid  olf  for  the  usi>  of  scliools  i'nv  the  instruction  of  children  iorever; 
and  by  the  same  act  of  Congress  provision  is  made  that  if  the  tenitory  north  and  east  of  the  said  \h\(-. 
should  not  contain  a  siitTicient  (juantity  of  laml  lit  for  cultivation,  accoriling  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  original  act  of  cession,  to  satisty  all  tin'  Imna  Jiih:  and  outstamling  (daims  of  Xorth  Carolina, 
Congress  would  thereafter  jirovide  by  law  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  su<'h  as  could  not  lie  located  in  the 
territory  aforesaid  out  of  the  lands  lying  south  and  west  of  th(>  saiil  line,  denominated  the  Congressional 
reservation  line.  In  Sciitendier.  ISIIi'i,  'fennessei'.  by  \iitue  of  the  power  thus  delegateil  to  her,  made  ]iro- 
vision  to  issue  grants  and  perfei-i  titles  on  the  ri-niaining  unsatislied  claims  of  North  Carolina,  within  the 
territory'  aforesaid,  north  and  east  of  the  said  line;  and  likewise  to  carry  into  elfect  tlii'  bcnexolent  inten- 
tion of  Congress  with  reganl  to  the  donation  made  foi-  the  use  of  schiiols.  .\iid  for  this  purpose,  iiiider 
the  authority  of  her  laws,  land  olliccs  were  opind  in  August,  isitT.  Ibit  the  memorial  ol'  the  legislature 
of  Tennessee  states  that,  in  eonseipience  of  the  great  number  of  existing  claims  deri\iM|  from  North  Carolina 
but  few  of  the  school  tracts  of  land  were  laid  oil",  amounting  ouly  to  '2:i,7tl.")  acres,  leaxing  a  deliidt  or 
balance  unprovided  for,  of  school  lands,  of  421,73'.)  acres,  which  wotdd  have  Ixhmi  the  amount  lot-ated  if  a 
(540  acre  tract  of  school  land  had  been  laid  oil'  in  every  six  miles  square  in  the  territory  aforesaid,  north 
and  east  of  said  line,  as  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1806.  Tennessee,  from  1807,  and  for  many 
j-ears  thereafter,  kept  her  land  olliccs  open,  and  continued  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  north  and 
east  of  the  line,  on  North  Carolina  claims,  so  long  as  the  owners  of  warrants  derived  from  Nortli  Carolina 
could  find  land  in  the  territory  aforesaid  which  they  conceived  worth  appropriating,  or  upon  which  they 
were  willing  to  sink  their  claims.  AUtlie  lands  lit  for  cultivation  were  taken  up  ami  exliausteil,  and  still  it  was 
found  that  North  Carolina  claims  to  a  consideralde  amotint  remained  tuisatistied.  The  Uidted  States  sto(jil 
pledged  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1S0(>,  before  referred  to,  that  if  there  should  not  be  a  suflicient  (|uantity  of 
land  lit  for  cultivation  north  and  east  of  the  line  in  the  said  act  designated  to  satisfy  all  tin'  outstanding  and 
bona  Jide  c\A\ms  of  North  Carolina,  Cong-ress  would  thereafter  provide  by  law  for  satisfying  all  such 
as  could  not  be  located  iu  the  territory  aforesaid  ont  of  the  lands  h'in.g'  south  and  west  of  the  said  line.  The 
fact  having  been  clearh"  and  certainly  ascertained  that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  ijuantity  of  land  north  and 
east  of  the  said  line  to  satisfy  the  outstanding  claims  of  North  Carolina,  but  that  a  large  balance  still 
remained  unsatisfied,  the  United  States,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  April  4,  1818,  (after  tlie  Indian 
title,  by  a  treaty  made  with  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,  had  been  extinguished  to  all  that  portion  of 
the  country  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reservation  line,  to  which  that  tribe  had  previously  claimed 
title,  and  over  which  they  exercised  dominion,)  made  provision  to  redeem  the  pledge  thus  given  by  tlie 
act  of  Congress  of  1806,  and  directed  that  the  balance  of  claims  still  unprovided  for  should  be  satisfied 
in  that  section  of  country,  viz:  in  the  country  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reservation  line;  and 
authorized  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  there,  as  she  had  done,  under  the  act 
of  1806,  north  and  east  iif  the  line,  but  made  no  provision  similar  to  that  of  1806  for  the  benefit  of  schocds 
or  the  instruction  of  cJnldren.  In  1819  Tennessee,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1818,  opened  an 
office,  and  established  a  board  of  commissioners  for  the  adjudication  of  the  remaining  unsatisfied  Nortli 
Carolina  claims,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  validity;  and  likewise  opened  land  offices,  and  proceedeil  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reservation  line  upon  all  such  claims 
as  were  adjudicated  valid,  and  limited  the  time  of  tiling  claims  for  adjudication.  In  1821  the  legislature 
of  Tennessee  gave  further  t>me  for  the  adjudication  and  satisfaction  of  claims,  and  declared  by  law  that 
her  land  offices  should  remain  open  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1823,  at 
which  period  they  should  be  forever  closed,  and  that  all  claims  which  should  not  be  presented  before  that 
period  should  be  forever  barred.  In  the  month  of  September,  1823,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  again  convened,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  few  claims  were  still  unprovided  fiu-,  and  the 
legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  every  honest  and  bona  fide  claim,  again  o]iened  her  offices  for 
the  adjudication  and  satisfaction  of  all  such  claims  still  remaining  unprovided  for  as  the  legislature 
deemed  bona  fide,  and  directed  her  olKces  to  remain  ripen  for  this  purpose  until  the  first  day  of  Juiic,  182o; 
at  which  time,  as  she  bad  done  before,  she  directed  her  offices  to  be  forever  closed.  At  that  session  the 
legislature  memorialized  Congress  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  the  lands  which  slnudd  renuiin 
vacant  south  and  west  of  the  congressumal  reservation  line  after  the  first  day  of  June,  1820,  at  which 
period  her  offices  were  to  be  closed,  to  sujiply  the  deficit  in  the  common  school  fund  north  and  east  of  the 
congressional  reservation  line,  which  had  been  promised  to  the  State  by  the  act  of  Congress  of^  1806,  but 
which  had  been  but  partially  realized.  At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  held  in  Sejitember, 
1825,  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  by  her  agents,  presented  for  satisfaction  certain  other  claiius  which  had 
been  issued  by  that  State;  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  upon  the  presentation  of  the  said  claiins,  although 
her  land  offices  had  been  directed  to  be  forever  closed  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1825,  yet,  being  desn-ous 
to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  every  bona  fide  claim  properly  chargeable  upon  the  territory  within  iier 
limits,  and  on  being  assured  that  tlie  "State  "of  North  Carolina  had,  by  law,  closed  the  issuance  of  any 
further  claims,  again  opened  her  land  offices  for  their  satisfaction,  upon  terms  acquiesced  m  by  the  two 
States.  And  for  this  purpose  her  land  offices  are  din^cted  to  remain  open  until  the  first  day  ot  January, 
1827,  at  which  time,  as  she  had  twice  before  done,  she  directed  her  offices  to  be  forever  closed.  The  few 
remaining  claims  will  doubtless  be  satisfied  within  that  period.  Tennessee,  at  the  same  session,  (182o,) 
again  memorialized  Congress  to  grant  to  her  the  lauds  which  should  remain  vacant  and  unappropriated 
south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reservation  line  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1827,  at  which  time 
her  land  (jffices  are  to  be  closed  to  supply  tlie  deficit  in  the  common  school  lands  north  and  eastof  the 
line,  which  had  been  promised  to  the  State  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1806,  but  which  had  only  m  part 
been  received.  The  two  memorials  of  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  state,  and,  from  satisfactory  intormation 
reccive<l  by  tlie  committee,  that  statement  is  confirmed,  that  so  numerous  have  been  the  claims  derived 
from   North  Carolina  that  all  the  valuable  lands,  whenever  they  were  to  be  found  in  the  country  south  and 
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west  of  the  conR-rcssional  reservation  lino,  have  been  taken  up  and  appropriated  to  the  satisfaction  of 
these  ehiiiiis;  fur  it  was  not  tlie  policy'  adojited  by  North  Carolina  to  lay  oil' the  lands  to  which  her  otBcers 
and  soldit'rs  and  other  claimants  were  entitled  in  a  body,  in  townshiijs,  or  in  tracts  adjoining-  to  each 
other,  as  the  United  States  have  done  in  layinj;-  off  bounty  lands  to  their  soldiers;  but  the  claimants  were 
permitted  to  explore  the  whole  country,  "and  select  their  lands  wherever  they  thouglit  proper;  and 
Tennessee  was  necessarily  compelled  to  pursue  the  same  policy,  and  did  pursue  it,  after  she  became 
authorized  to  perfect  titles  on  North  Carolina  claims.  The  consequence  has  been  that  all  the  g-ood  lands 
in  every  part  of  tiie  country  where  they  were  to  be  found  have  been  selected  and  apiu'opriated  by  the 
claimants,  and  the  poorer  and  less  valuable  lands  have  been  left  unappropriated,  and  do  iKit,  of  course,  lie 
in  a  body,' but  in  detached  parcels,  and  are  of  inconsiderable  value  for  any  purpose  but  for  the  convenience 
of  outlets',  timber,  range,  &c.  Twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre  is  believed  to  be  a  fair  price  for  much  the 
greater  portion  of  it  that  is  wortli  ajjpropriating  at  any  price.  Much  of  it  consists  of  barrens  and  hills 
that  are  not  worth  the  annual  taxes  required  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  and  will  not  be  taken  up  at  all. 
The  Stale  of  Tennessee,  in  the  two  memorials  of  her  legislature  hereinbefore  referred  to,  prays  Congress 
to  relinquish  to  her  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  lands  thus  remaining  vacant,  and  pledges  the 
State  to  ajiprojjriate  them  to  tlie  purposes  of  education.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  tlie  said  lands 
so  remaining  vacant  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  are  no  object  to  the  United  States,  but,  if  relinquished  to 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  would  stipply  in  part  the  deficiency  which  the  memorials  state  exist  in  the  school 
lands  of  the  State,  and  miglit  be  usefully  applied  in  the  pronn)tion  of  education  by  tlie  establishment  of 
common  schools  for  the  instruction  of  ciiildren;  and  therefore  they  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 
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CLAIM    OF    A    DEPUTY    SURVEYOR    FOR    PAYMENT    FOR    SERVICES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY   10,    1826. 

Mr.  Wnirrr.E,  from  the  Cummittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Silas  Dinsmore, 

jr.,  reported: 

That  the  ]ietitioner  sets  forth  in  liis  petition  "that  some  years  since  he  surveyed  a  portion  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  soutli  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  that  liis  field  notes  were  returned  to,  examined,  and 
approved  of  by  a  legal  ofdcer;  that  his  accounts  were  made  out  and  duly  certiiied;  that  he  has  made 
frequent  applications  to  the  surveyor  general  of  the  district  for  payment,  but  with(.mt  success;"  he 
therefore  praj's  that  a  law  may  be  passed  for  his  relief.  By  the  accounts  of  the  petitioner,  which  are  duly 
authenticated,  there  appears  due  to  him  the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents.  It  appears  by  the  corresjiondeucc  transmitted  to  the  committee,  between  the  petitioner  and  the 
sm'veyor  general,  that  the  orig'inal  notes  of  survej',  with  the  maps  and  description  of  the  work  performed, 
for  which  compensation  is  asked,  were,  by  the  ]ietitioner,  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  principal  deputy 
surveyor  of  the  land  district  east  of  the  Island  of  New  Orleans.  It  further  appears  by  the  certificate  of 
Silas  Dinsmore,  the  then  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  that  land  district,  that  the  documents  abovementioned 
are  detained  in  his  oflice  "on  the  belief  that  there  are  private  claims  in  them  not  yet  surveyed." 

The  iiarticular  date  of  the  time  of  depositing  the  documents  in  question  with  the  then  principal  deputy 
surveyor  of  the  land  district  east  of  the  Island  of  New  Orleans  does  not  appear,  but  the  deposit  was 
probably  made  some  time  in  the  year  1823. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  182-1  Silas  Dinsmore  resigned  the  office  of  principal  deputy  survej'or,  and 
David  B.  Morgan  was  aiipointed  as  his  successor. 

The  surveyor  general  declines  paying  tVie  accounts  of  the  petitioner  for  the  following  reasons: 

1st.  He  requires  the  petitioner  to  obtain  from  David  B.  Morgan,  the  present  principal  deputy  surveyor, 
a  certificate  stating  that  the  field  notes  and  maps  of  the  townships  surveyed  by  the  petitioner  arc  in  his 
(said  survej'or's)  possession,  and  explaining  the  cause  why  they  are  withheld  from  the  surveyor  general's 
office. 

2d.  The  surveyor  general  intimates  that  Silas  Dinsmore,  the  nncle  of  the  petitioner,  and  former 
deputy  surveyor,  has  not  delivered  the  field  notes  and  maps  in  question  to  his  successor,  David  B.  Morgan, 
but  detains  them  in  his  own  ]:)Ossession. 

The  committee  are  oi'  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  grant  the  relief  prayed  for,  and  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1st.  Because  the  several  surveyors  general  are,  by  law,  empowered  and  required  to  appoint  their  own 
deputies. 

2d.  Because  the  several  survej'ors  general  arc  vested  by  law  with  the  power  of  dismissing  their 
deputies  for  misc;)nduct,  and  are  nuide  responsible  to  the  government  for  the  conduct  of  their  deputies. 

3d.  The, moneys  appropriated  by  the  government  for  the  purposes  of  the  surveying  department  are 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  surveyors  general,  to  whom  the  deputies  and  contractors  are  to  look  for  their 
compensation;  and  should  the  government  ado]jt  the  j)rinciple  that,  in  the  event  of  a  dereliction  of  duty 
on  the  jjart  of  a  superior  officer,  it  would  pay  tlie  deputies  dependent  on  such  superior  officer,  numerous 
instances  would  probably  occur  in  which  the  government  would  be  called  upon  to  make  double  jiayment 
for  the  same  object. 

4th.  The  surveyors  general  are  by  law  required  to  return  the  field  notes,  plats,  and  maps  of  all 
surveys  made  by  them,  or  under  their  direction,  to  the  Treasury  Department.  They  must,  therefore,  be 
left  in  possession  of  full  power  to  enforce  returns  from  their  de))uties  and  those  employed  by  them;  and 
should  the  government,  in  any  instance,  consent  to  make  payment  before  satisfactory  returns  have  been 
mado,^  the  main  design  of  the  "laws  regulating  the  surveying  department  would  be  defeated. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  adoi)tion  of  the  following  resolution: 

Iifs(jlced,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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lir.vNTiTV  OK  L.wn  suRVEYKH  .\\i>  NOT  (>i'KKi;i:it  I'oi;  s.M.i:,  .\\ii -nii;  ukcimpiv  and 

expexdi'I'iim;.^  .vr  cimii'ain  i.anh  diriciis. 

CdM.Ml  XUATKIl  T(l  TIIK  IKll  SE  HI'  lU'.rKKSK.M'.VTI  VK.-;  I'EIIKI  Al;V    l.'l,    jSliCi, 

'rnK.iSfiiv  DKi'.utT.MKNT,  Frhruary  10,  ls-J(',. 

Sir:  In  (il'C'tliciR'O  to  a  resolution  nf  tlio  House  of  ItciJi't'seutativcs  ol'  tlic  7th  in.shiul,  diicrtin^;'  llic 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inform  tlio  "llnnsc  what  (piantity  of  ]Hililic-  land  has  been  surveyoil  ;ini|  nut 
yet  oflercd  for  sale;  the  quantity  of  surli  land  in  each  State  and  Territory;  also  to  transmit  a  "list  nf  land 
offices,  if  any  such  there  be,  at  which  no  moneys  have  been  received  IVom  the  sale  nl'  |iublic  lands,  \\iili 
the  date  of  their  establishment  and  cause  of  their  unproductiveness;  also  to  state  whether  there  are  auv 
land  offices  at  which  the  receipts  for  lands  sold  within  the  last  fom-  years  hn\c  beon  less  than  the  expenses 
of  the  offices,  and  the  names  of  such  ollices."  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  IVoni  the  Cnm- 
niissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ollice,  to,L;-etlier  with  the  statements  marked  A  and  1!,  therein  referred  to, 
which  contain  tlie  information  reipiired  by  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  hig-hest  resiiect,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

KK'iiAi;!)  ];rsii. 

lion,  the  SrE.\icEi;  of  lite  IIou^c  (f  Fa'prcscnlalives. 


General  L.wn  Ofeice,  February/  9,  182(). 

Sir:  In  comjiliauce  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Picpresentatives,  dated  the  Ttli  instant,  direetiii.i;- 
"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inform  this  House  what  nuantity  of  public  lands  has  been  surveyed  and 
not  yet  oflcred  for  sale;  the  quantitj' of  such  land  in  each  State  or  Territory;  also  to  transmit  a  list  of 
land  offices,  if  any  such  there  be,  at  which  no  inonej's  have  been  received  from  the  sale  of  the  imblie  lands, 
with  the  date  of  their  establishment  and  the  cause  of  their  unproductiveness;  also  to  state  whether  there 
are  any  land  offices  at  which  the  receipts  for  lands  sold  within  the  last  four  years  have  been  less  than  the 
expenses  of  the  offices,  and  the  names  of  .such  offices,"  which  resolution  having  been  referred  to  this  office, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  statements  marked  A  and  K,  which  exhibits  the  information  called  for. 

The  land  office  at  St.  Helena  is  the  only  one  at  which  no  money  has  been  received  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands.  This  has  arisen  from  the  several  acts  of  Congress  extending  the  time  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  under  the  direction  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  that  office.  The  ]irivate  land 
claims  extendin,g  to  every  part  of  this  district,  it  becomes  necessary  to  susjieml  the  sale  of  the  pulilic 
lands  until  they  shall  have  been  conlirmed  and  survej'ed. 

It  may  Lc  ]iroper  to  remark,  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  ([uantity  of  land  surveyed  in  some  of 
the  States  and  Territories,  the  surveys  of  which  have  not  yet  been  received  at  this  office. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A. 

Statement  of  surveys  of  public  land  rerrived  at  the  General  Land  (Iffiee  to  Januanj.  ISiO,  irJileh  liare  not  been 
proclaimed  for  sale,  ineludiny  land  ret i nquislied  under  the  several  ads  of  1822,  182.3,  and  1824. 


States. 

Aninuiil      ol"     surveys 
uliich  have  not  bevn 
prorlainiL'ii  lor  salv. 

Ami' mm  ot'rtlinquislird 
lands  wliicli  li;ivi.*  nut 
Ijivn    proflaiint'ii    lor 
salt-. 

Amount  suliject  to  pro- 
vlanialmn. 

*ioes. 

Jlcrcs. 
as, 446. 03 J 

2i.'),a4t>.aai 

236, 73;!.  97 

1,913  19 

11-0.130.82 

98,416.031 

631. Olio. OU 
!I,1I7,4J9.00 
l,31s,000.00 
4.16:1.000.00 
J. 174.000.00 

:!.o.-'j.ooo  00 

1.31  a. 000. 00 

oori.  000.00 

8:16,948. 99  J 

Illinois 

9,674.163.97 

1.219.913.19 

4,  ;)4:i.  136.83 

3. 174.000.00 

468,476.37 

26. 975.. -.0 

664.13 

.1.7.^.7.476.27 

1.24.-..  97.-.., -,0 

6r.,-|.664.13 

3;i.  706,-130. 00 

l,2ia,,'l03.89 

3.-..01.-..7-l3.8a 

Treasury  Departmfnt.  Givcral Laud  Offnc,  Feiruary,  lC-6. 
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B. 

S/alcmrnl  of  mminjx  r<'rrived  and  crpciulitiircx  inrmreJ  nt  the  fuUivring  hml  officfn  in  1822,  1823,  l%1i,' and 
thrfird  thrci:  quuiii'rs  (if  1S2.5,  wi/h  the  dafe^  <if  tlieir  extaldinhmrnt. 


KeceipUi. 


Vaniliilia,  lllill(>l.< .i.'). 033  H.". 

Litllit  Kock,  Arkansu^ '        .1,.'W4  51 

Ouiidiila,  Lnuisiaiiii 4, (MO  77 

Si.  Ili'Ic'iut  Court  housi^,  Loiiisiaiiii 

Jackf^nn  Courl-housu,  Mi!»si-ssip(ii 1,08a  23 


nililures. 

Kxpi* 

S4 
4 

HHf) 

40 

004 

«i 

4 

189 

10 

3 

530 

00 

3 

310 

38 

A;iainst 

llir 

V.  Stales. 

S680  35 

148 

39 

3. 5(10 

00 

2- 23  J 

05 

In  favor  of  tht 
U.  Stalr.s. 


ft- 137  45 


Dates  of  tlieir  eptahlishment. 


Receiver's  first  oath  of  office  January  15,1821. 
KeeeiverV  first  oath  of  ofiicc  April  6, 1820. 
Receiver's  first  oath  of  office  Nuvcmber,  1821. 
First  eomtnisijioii  issued  January  5,  182U. 
First  commission  i.ssued  J  iiuriry  24,  1820.. 


'I'hi'  almvc  ^lati'iiiciit  '^oQ^  as  iar  us  the  accniints  liavi^  liren  received.     In  ttic  case  of  Little  Itock,  it  goo^  only  to  June  30,  1625. 
'ruK\siRV  Utl-Ain-MtNT,  Gciicnd  Land  Ojjkc,  Fciiuunj  8,  IHOJ. 


IQth  Congress.] 


No    497. 


[1st  Session. 


LAND    CLAIM    IN    MISSOURI. 


CnjIMUNICVTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES     FEBRUARY  15,    182C). 

Mr.  AViiirri.E.  fritni  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  roforrod  tlie  petition  of  John  Baptiste 
Pratte  ami  others,  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Valle,  reported: 

That  it  appears  liy  the  evidence  submitted  for  the  examination  of  the  committee  that  as  early  as 
the  year  110:5  one  of  the  ancestors  of  the  present  claimants,  by  the  name  of  Valle,  explored  the  tract  of 
land  called  the  Mine  la  Motte;  that  in  the  year  1709  the  Chickasaw  Indians  killed  the  son  of  said  Valle, 
and  by  other  acts  of  hostility  compelled  said  Valle  to  abandon  the  mine. 

Some  short  time  after  this  period  said  Valle  made  another  attempt  to  work  said  mine,  but  one  (if  his 
companions  being  seized  and  burned  by  the  Indians,  he  was  compelled  to  relin(piisli  his  dcsig'n.  In  the 
year  1780  or  1782  Vall(j  again  resumed  working  the  mine  in  question,  and  that  he  and  his  associates  have 
been  in  peaceable,  quiet,  and  uninterrupted  possession  ever  since. 

It  further  appears  that  the  mine  and  tract  of  land  in  question  had,  during  the  early  period  of  the 
history  of  the  settlement  of  Upper  Louisiana,  been  the  subject  of  sale  and  transfer,  and  that  no  one  had 
ever  disputed  the  right  of  those  interested  to  make  such  sales  and  transfers. 

In  the  year  1790  the  wh(_)le  of  the  Mine  la  Motte,  and  the  tract  of  land  adj(jining  or  annexed  to  it, 
was  bought  by  and  vested  in  Jean  Baptiste  Pratte,  Jean  Baptiste,  St.  Germaine  Beauvais,  Francis  Valli;, 
and  Jean  Bajitiste  Valle,  and  said  tract  and  mine  have  continued  in  their  possession  and  the  possession 
of  their  descendants  to  the  present  time. 

On  October  15,  1800,  the  claimants  preferred  a  petition  to  Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  the  military 
lieutenant  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  mine,  and  two  leagues 
of  the  land  adjoining,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  fuel  for  the  smelting  of  the  ore,  and  to  enable  them 
to  prosecute  the  woi-king  of  the  Mine  la  Motte. 

On  February  22,  1801,  Delassus  replies  to  the''petitioners  that  ho  lias  not  the  power  to  grant  so  large 
a  tract  of  land  as  that  prayed  for,  and  refers  them  to  the  intendant;  but  in  the  meantime,  on  account 
of  the  distinguished  services,  known  loyalt}',  the  antiquity  and  known  worth  of  the  family,  and  the  utility 
of  the  working  of  lead  mines  to  the  province  and  government,  he  gives  them  permission  to  cut  fuel  upon 
the  tract  of  land  prayed  for  until  the  pleasure  of  tlie  intendant  can  be  known. 

On  April  29,  1S02,  Don  Santiago  Maxwell,  attorney  for  the  applicants,  presents  the  request  of  the 
petitioners  to  the  intendant.  Morales,  for  the  legal  grant  of  the  tract  of  two  leagues  square  prayed  for  by 
the  petitioners. 

The  intendant.  Morales,  on  the  same  day  orders  the  petition  and  accompanying  documents  to  be 
translated  into  the  Spanish  language,  and  to  be  presented  to  the  fiscal. 

During  this  season  the  assessor  or  fiscal  died,  and  the  intendant  issued  his  order  closing  the  tribunal 
for  concessions  and  grants  of  land,  and  assigns  as  the  reason  that  a  learned  man,  competent  to  supply  his 
place,  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  jirovince. 

On  April  30,  1803,  the  United  States  acquired  by  treaty  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and  Don  Manuel 
Salccdo  and  the  Marquis  of  Caso  Calvo  were  appointed  commissioners  for  the  delivery  of  possession  to 
the  United  States. 

On  Fclu'uary  8,  1804,  these  commissioners  addressed  a  note  to  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  LTpper 
Louisiana,  approving  of  his  measures  to  secure  to  the  ancient  possessors  their  property,  and  recommends 
that,  if  this  note  be  received  in  time,  a  report  should  be  made  and  sent  to  them;  at  the  same  time  stating 
that  some  difticulty  might  arise  on  account  of  the  approaching  transfer  of  the  province  to  the  United 
States. 

On  July  1,  1804,  Delassus  transmitted  to  Baptiste  Valk',  one  of  the  claimants,  the  note  of  Salced 
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and  Casa  Calvn,  stating-  that  it  was  rocoivcil  liy  liiiii  "ii  the  24th  nt'  .Tunc  iniHTdiiig-,  "hing  time  alter  the 
transfei-  of  tiie  pruviin-c  tn  liir  rnitcd  States,"  "  to  the  end  thai  il  may  servi'  tn  assure  their  iir(i|icrly, 
causing  to  he  known  tliis  approhatiou  of  the  superior,  wlio  liolds  his  pnwcr  (.lllie  King." 

The  ehiiinants,  on  February  2(i,  ISOti,  proeured  a  survey  of  the  Iniel  of  hmd  in  ijui'sljon  to  he  made 
l)V  tlie  deputy  survi'Vor  of  tlie  I'lnted  States  for  the  district  ot  St  (leiie\  ieve,  whirh  was  renirdid  at  St. 
Louis. 

The  claimants  sidmiitted  their  claim  to  the  hoard  of  connuissioners  appointed  to  e.xaniine  claiuis  and 
titles  to  lands  in  Missouri,  and  it  was  rejected  hy  a  majority  of  tiic  couniiissiouers,  lint  lor  what  reason 
does  not  appear  from  the  records  of  tiieir  prcH-eiMJings. 

("onsideriug- the  foregoing  facts,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  petilioncis  present  a  strong 
oiiuitahle  title  to  tiie  land  in  ipu'stion,  which  would  have  been  recognized  and  perlec  h  d  liy  the  Spanish 
authorities  iiad  Spain  continued  in  jiossession  of  the  province;  of  Louisiana. 

The  descendants  of  the  original  claimants  lieing'  now  in  possession  of  the  tract  of  land  in  ipiestion,  it 
is  }>resumed  by  the  committee  that  the  government  of  the  I'nited  States  will  not  he  dispi.scil  in  dispossess 
tlicm  of  their  ancient  possessimis  ami  honies.  'flic  committee  therefore  r<|iort  a  hill  ioniii-mJng  In  the; 
said  claimants  the  tract  of  laud  so  long  uccujiied  and  (juietly  possessed  by  them. 


To  llie  Senate  and  House  of  Ucpre.-'cntatireA  iif  fhe  L'j,ilci!  S/atr.-i  of  Amerira  in  C'lm/rras  a!<se„ilil(,l : 

The  petition  of  Jean  Baptiste  Pratte,  .lean  IJaptiste  Valh',  St.  (lemme  Ueauvais,  Joseph  i'lalle.  and 
Mary,  his  wife,  in  her  right;  Itobert  T.  P)rown  and  (Jatliarine,  his  wife,  in  her  right;  Walter  U'ilkiirsou  and 
Emily,  his  wife,  in  her  right;  Beverl^^  Allen  and  Celeste,  his  wife,  in  hi/r  right;  Francois  \'alle  and  Charles 
C  Valh';  which  said  !N[ary.  Catharine,  Emily,  Celeste,  FraiuNjis,  ami  Charles,  are  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Fram'ois  Valle,  deceased,  humbly  showeth: 

That  shortly  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  part  of  the  province  of  Cpjier  Tiouisiana  (under  the 
French  g-overnment)  included  in  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  ami  so  early  as  the  year  1720,  it  was 
discovered  that  a  certain  tract  of  ccuintry,  situated  about  thirty  miles  southwest  of  the  ]ireseut  village  of 
St.  Genevieve,  in  said  province,  abounded  in  lead  nnneral.  and  in  honor  of  M.  ile  la  Motte,  the  governor 
of  this  country  in  the  year  1713,  being  the  first  under  the  grant  to  Sieur  .\iitliony  Crozat,  was  called 
3Iine  la  Motte,  by  which  name  it  has  ever  since  been  known. 

That  the  French  g-overnment,  in  order  to  encourage  the  discovery  and  working  of  lead  mineral  in 
that  part  of  the  province,  gave  permission  to  some  individuals  to  work  and  occupy  portions  of  land  of 
greater  and  less  dimensions  at  the  Mine  la  Motte;  concessions  of  land  of  greater  and  less  dimensions  to 
others  at  same  place;  which  permissions  and  concessions  have  been  transferred  from  one  to  another, 
sometimes  by  formal  instruments  in  writing  drawn  mi  by  a  notary,  sometimes  by  mere  words;  all 
evidence  of  which  transfers  have,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  from  the  inditforencc  felt  hy  the  proprietors  in 
those  early  periods  of  this  country,  and  from  the  want  of  offices  where  the  same  might  be  preserved  as 
muniments  of  titles,  from  accident,  ignorance,  and  other  causes  inevitable  in  a  country'  situated  as  this 
was  in  those  periods,  been  lost,  and  now  known  but  imperfectly  by  tradition  from  father  to  son,  through 
one,  two,  and  sometimes  more  gencratiims;  which  titles  had,  at  an  early  period,  become  vested  in  the 
before  named  Jean  Baptiste  Pratte,  Jean  Ba]itiste  Yalle,  St.  Gemma  Beauvais,  and  Francois  Valh>. 

That  these  persons  continued  to  work  the  said  mine,  to  make  improvements  on  the  same,  and  t-njoy 
the  undisturbed  and  quiet  possession  of  the  whole  tract  known  as  Mine  la  Motte,  without  disturliance 
from  the  public  autheirity,  or  by  their  fellow-citi/.cns;  that  they  rested  secure  in  their  possession,  and 
believed  that  a  title  could  be  obtained  from  the  g-(.ivernment  of  Spain  at  any  time  when  the  same  should 
be  requested,  all  the  proprietors  being-  ancient,  respectable,  and  faithful  subjects  of  his  Catholic  ^lajesty, 
and  one  of  them,  Francois  Yalle,  being  an  officer  in  the  government,  and  from  the  year  17'.i2  till  his  death, 
which  happened  in  the' year  1804,  the  commandant,  civil  and  military,  of  the  post  of  St.  Genevieve. 

That  in  the  year  1800  they  presented  their  petition  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty  over  the  province  of  Upper  Louisiana,  praying-  him  to  grant  and  concede  to  them  a  tract  of  land 
of  two  leagues  square,  being  28,224  arpents,  (French  measure,)  equal  to  24,010  acres,  (United  States 
measure;)  that  the  said  lieutenant  governor,  by  his  decree  of  January  22,  1801,  (conceiving  it  out  ot'  his 
power  to  grant  the  quantity  of  land  prayed  for,)  referred  the  said  petition  to  the  intendant  general  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana,  at  the  same  time"observing  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  a  grant  ought  to 
be  made  of  the  said  tract  of  two  leagues  square  to  the  petitioners  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  lead 
mines;  that  they  had  for  a  long  time  before  been  at  great  expenses,  and  employed  all  their  means  in  the 
raising  of  ore  and  smelting  of  lead  therefrom;  that  the  petitioners  were  most  ancient  and  respectable 
inhabitants  of  the  country,"and  faithful  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  and  concluded  by  permitting  them  to  cut 
timber  for  the  use  of  their  -works  from  the  tract  prayed  fir,  and  hoping  that  the  intendant  would,  froin  his 
goodness,  grant  them  the  concession  praj-ed  for,  as  in  and  by  the  said  petition  and  decree,  the  originals 
of  which,  and  faitliful  translations  of  the  same,  hereunto  annexed,  and  numbered  one,  will  fully  ajipear. 

That  in  tlie  spring  of  the  vear  1802  the  above  jietition  and  decree  were  transmitted  to  the  intendant 
general  at  New  Orleans  by  the  hands  of  the  Kev.  James  Maxwell,  curate  of  St.  Cienevieve,  who,  on  the 
behalf  of  the  petitioners,  presented  a  memorial  to  the  intendant,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  said  tract  of 
land,  and  that  the  intendant,  by  his  decree  underneath  the  said  memorial,  ordered  the  documents  accom- 
panying it  to  be  translated  into  the  Spanish  language  by  the  interpreter,  Don  Peter  Derbigny,  and  then 
presented  to  the  fiscal,  as  in  and  by  the  said  memorial  and  decree,  the  originals  of  which,  and  taithtul 
translations  of  the  same,  hereunto  annexed,  numbered  two,  will  fully  appear. 

That  by  reason  of  the  death  of  the  assessor  of  the  intendancy,  (the  concurrence  of  which  officer  was 
necessarv  in  the  granting  of  lands,  i  which  happened  shortly  afterwards,  no  further  steps  could  be  taken 
for  the  oldaining  of  the  same  until  the  appointment  of  another  assessor  by  the  King,  which  vacancy  was 
never  filled,  and  also  the  removal  of  Morales,  the  intendant  ad  interim  of  Louisiana,  to  whose  department 
belonged  the  power  to  grant  lands. 

'i'hat  Don  Manuerde  Salcedo  and  the  ilarquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  the  Spanish  commissioners  for  the 
delivery  of  Louisiana,  did,  by  their  ofiicial  letter  of  February  8,  1804,  (a  sworn  copy  of  which  letter,  and 
faithful"  translation  of  the  same,  together  with  the  depositions  of  Mr.  Dela.ssus,  is  hereunto  annexed,  num- 
bered three,)  addressed  to  Don  Carlos  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper   Louisiana,  in  such  his 
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official  capacity,  and  icceiv^'il  June  24,  1804,  say  the  disposition  made  of  the  memorials  of  those  who 
anciently  possessed  lands  in  this  country  was  approved,  being  according  to  justice;  but  as  difficulties 
may,  notwithstanding,  arise,  it  would  be  projier,  should  this  communication  arrive  in  time,  that  your 
lordship  should  make  a  report  and  send  it  to  us,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  secure  their  property  to 
them.  This  is  in  answer  to  your  official  letter  No.  24.  On  July  1,  1804,  the  said  Don  Carlos  Delassus 
transmitted  a  copy,  in  the  French  language,  of  the  same  letter  to  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste  Valle,  one  of  your 
petitioners,  the  successor  of  P"'ran9ois  Valle  in  the  office  of  commandant  at  this  post  of  St.  Genevieve, 
being  the  last  commandant,  and  commissioned  by  Major  Amos  Stoddard,  at  tiie  same  time  remarking 
that  as  he  had  not  received  tlie  said  official  communication  until  the  24th  of  June,  and  long  after  the  delivery 
of  possession  of  the  country,  he  tiien  sent  a  translation  thereof,  in  order  that  he  might  communicate  it  to 
those  interested  in  the  mines,  and  that  it  miglit  serve  to  assure  tlieir  property  to  them,  and  inform  them 
of  the  apiu'obatiun  of  flie  superior  who  holds  his  po^vers  under  the  King;  all  which  will  appear  by  the 
original  letter  of  Delassus  to  J.  B.  Valle,  and  a  faithful  translation  of  the  same,  hereto  annexed,  numbered 
four. 

That  they,  and  those  under  whom  they  claim,  have  been  in  peaceable  possession  of  the  mine  called 
La  !M(itte,  tin'ie  whereof  tlie  memory  of  any  person  now  living  runneth  not  to  the  contrary'.  More  than  a 
century  has  rolled  by  since  tlie  origin  of  their  title. 

That  Ihey  have  been  in  peacealile  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  said  tract  of  two  leagues  square 
of  land  since'the  year  1800,  before  it  was  known  or  even  suspected  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  province 
that  a  cession  of  it  would  be  made.  Confident,  however,  thej'  are  that,  but  for  the  premature  death  of 
the  assessor,  tlie  grant  which  was  prayed  for  would  have  been  made.  The  official  letter  of  Don  Manuel 
Salcedo  and  the  Mari[uis  of  Casa  Calvo,  above  ciied,  will,  they  humbly  liope,  satisfy  your  honorable  bodies 
that  such  tiieir  confidence  was  not  ill  founded. 

That  tlie  said  tract  of  land  prayed  for  in  said  petition  has  been  survej'cd  by  a  deputy  survej^or  of 
Antoine  Soulard,  wjio  was  survej'or  general  of  the  province  of  U]iper  Liuiisiana  under  the  government  of 
Spain,  and  also  under  tiie  American  government,  being  continued  in  ottice  by  Major  Amos  Stoddard,  the 
first  civil  commandant  alter  the  change  of  government,  the  boundaries  of  wliicii  survey  are  as  follows: 
beginning  at  aAvhite  oak,  designated  A;  thence  south  51°  cast,  500  poles,  to  a  black  oak;  thence  north  39° 
east,  1,120  poles,  to  a  white  oak;  thence  north  51°  west,  1,532  poles,  to  a  stake;  thence  south  55°  west,  284 
poles;  thence  north  35°  west,  270  poles,  to  a  cherry;  thence  south  39°  west,  1,540  poles,  to  a  stake;  thence 
south  51°  east,  1,306  poles,  to  a  stake;  thence  north  39°  east,  610  poles,  to  a  white  oak,  the  beginning,  as 
will  appear  by  the  original  plat  of  survey  hereunto  annexed,  and  numbered  five. 

Your  petitioners  refer  your  honorable  bodies  to  the  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  M.  d'Abbadie, 
the  director  general  and  commandant  of  Louisiana,  informing  the  Louisianians  of  the  treaty  of  cession  to 
Spain,  and  declaring  the  expectation  of  the  French  King  tliat  the  inhabitants  would  be  preserved  and 
maintained  in  their  estates  which  had  been  granted  to  them  by  the  governors  and  directors  of  the  colony; 
and  that,  finally,  all  their  grants,  thougdi  not  confirmed  by  the  French  authorities,  would  be  confirmed  by 
his  Catliolic  Majesty;  the  sentiments  of  which  letter,  it  is  believed,  correspond  with  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty. 

They  refer  your  honorable  liodies  to  the  proclamation  of  Don  Manuel  de  Salcedo  and  the  Marquis  of 
Casa  Calvo,  commissioners  on  tlie  part  of  the  government  of  Spain  for  the  delivery  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana  to  the  French  ri'imlilie,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  May  18,  1803,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  are  assured  tiuit  they  will  be  maintained  and  ]ireserved  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  their 
estates,  and  confirmed  in  all  tlu^  grants  or  [iroperties,  of  whatsoever  species,  to  them  made  by  the  governor 
of  these  provinces,  althougji  tlie  same  should  not  have  been  confirmed  by  his  Majesty. — (See  the  procla- 
mation, a  governmental  jiaper.) 

They  refer  your  honorable  bodies  to  the  treaty  of  cession  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  French  republic,  wlierein  it  is  stipulated  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  main- 
tained and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  property.  They  would  recall  to  your  recollection  the 
declarations  of  Major  Amos  Stoddard,  the  first  civil  commandant  of  Upper  Louisiana  under  the  goverment 
of  the  LTnited  States,  wherein  the  claimants  to  land  in  Upper  Louisiana  are  assured  that  the  United  States 
feel  all  the  ardor  for  their  interests  wliich  a  warm  attachment  can  inspire;  that  it  will  be  among  som(!  of 
their  first  object.s  to  ascertain  and  confirm  their  land  titles;  that  they  are  cognizant  of  the  deranged  state 
of  these  titles,  and  of  the  existence  of  a  multitude  of  equitable  claims,  under  legal  surveys,  where  no 
grants  or  concessions  have  been  procured;  that,  ultimately,  the  most  ample  justice  will  be  done,  and  in 
the  final  adjustment  no  settler  or  landholder  will  have  any  just  cause  to  complain.  But,  alas!  twenty-one 
years  have  jiassed  away  and  no  final  adjustment  has  been  made.  Ever  since  the  change  of  government 
the  difficulty  of  settling  land  claims  has  been  a  source  of  uneasiness.  The  ancient  inhabitants  have  been 
superseded  in  their  inlluence  and  in  the  trade  of  the  countrj'  by  strangers. 

It  is  upon  these  claims  they  place  their  dependence.  Under  the  former  government  these  claims  were 
little  regarded;  they  kn(nv  that  they  were  then  secure,  but  now  things  have  changed.  What  was  formerly 
of  no  consequence  is  now  the  only  resource  of  their  declining  j-ears  and  the  support  of  their  children  and 
children's  children,  and  the  number  of  descendants  of  the  four  original  claimants  are  one  hundred  and 
forty-one,  (see  dejiosition  marked  seven.)  In  this  case  it  is  literally  true.  They  have  come  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States  without  consultation,  and  they  trust  that  what  they  once  claimed  as 
their  own  will  not  now  be  wrested  from  them. 

And  your  petitioners  further  show  unto  your  honorable  bodies  that  the  claim  herein  exhibited  has 
lieen  before  the  board  of  cimimissioners  appointed  to  adjudicate  ujion  the  claims  to  land  derived  from  the 
French  and  Spanish  governments  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana;  that  said  board  being  prohibited  in  the 
confirmation  of  claims  exceeding  one  leage  square,  or  including  either  a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring,  did  not 
confirm  this  claim.  The  decision  of  the  board  against  confirming  it  was  made  December  27,  1811,  (see 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  relation  to  the  salt  springs  and  lead  and  copper  mines,  of 
lyiarch  28,  1824,  read  on  the  30th  same  month,  pages  48,  49,  103,  104,  and  105,  also  an  examined  copy  of 
the  ]iroceedings  of  the  board  in  relation  to  said  claim,  made  by  the  lion.  John  Scott,  the  representative  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  numbered  six.)  That  the  recorder  of  land 
titles  was,  from  the  limited  authority  conferred  on  him,  incompefi'nt  to  decide  on  this  claim. 

In  support  of  tlu-  facts  and  allegations  in  this  petition  set  forth,  they  refer  your  honorable  bodies  to 
the  history  <if  this  country,  to  oral  tradition  received  and  believed  here,  to  the  governmental  papers,  to  the 
documents  hereunto  anurxed  and  herein  referred  to,  and  to  the  depositions  accompanying  this  petition. 
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And.  tiiKiIly,  your  petitioners  show  tlint  tlje  act  <il  ('oiif;-r(>ss  (Mitillcd  ''An  art  eiiaMino-  tlie  claiiiiants 
to  lands  witliin  the  limits  of  tlic  State  of  .Missouri  and  Tei-ritory  of  Arkan>as  to  iustilule  |ii-(ieeedin;;s  to 
try  the  validity  of  tiieir  claims,"  approved  May  -JCi,  is-.'l.does  not  cinluace  this  chiini;  w  hcrrfori',  your 
petitioners  are  without  remedy  except  before  your  honoraMe  Indies,  no  oHh  r  Iriliunal  now  ciiustiluted, 
or  heretofore  constituted,  lieing-  competent  to  decide  on  Ihe  same;  and  to  the  ('oiij;-ress  of  tlu!  IJnitc'cl 
States,  their  dernier  resort,  tli(>v  prefer  their  petition;  and  the  whoh'  lieini;'  examined,  tiiey  pray  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  contirmin.u'  to  your  petitioners,  accordinj;-  to  their  respective  interests,  the  said  tract  of 
laud  of  two  leagues  si^uare.     Dated  at  St.  Genevieve,  October  24,  1S'2;'>. 

,1.   IMI.Vr'fK. 

.1.  BA1"I'1S'IK   V.\ld,K. 

ST.  (i.  UKATV.MS. 

J.  B.   l'i;.\'fTi;. 

MAKIH   I'KATTE   NET  VALlJ:. 

W.  WILKINSON. 

EMILIE  WILKINSON. 

1?.  T.  BKOWN. 

CATIIERINH  lib'oWN. 

ciiaklls  ('.  vallk. 
francis  vallk. 
bevki;lv  allkn. 
celeste  .m.  allen. 


No.  1. 

St.  ClENCvrEVK,  Ir.  1;')  (h-lnhrc.  ISOO. 
Les  soussig-nes  ont  I'honneur  do  vous  e.xposcr,  (pfayant  fait  I'achat  de  la  mine  de  plomlp,  nomme  a  la 
Mothe,  par  adjudication  de  ce  que  appatenoit  ;i  feu  Jean  Uatcherut,  jointe  ;v  ce  cpii  pro\eiioit  en  propri's  a 
(jueliiu'uns  des  dits  soussiji'nes.  que  depuis  ce  tenis,  ils  ont  exploite  la  ditte  mines  avec  de  depenses  tres 
considerables  pour  le  retablissement  de  la  <litte,  ([ui  avoit  ete  par  un  laps  de  tems  dcnieur(',  sans  exjiloita- 
tions,  et  que  par  leur  Industrie  et  des  ouvra^es  continuel,  pour  parvenir  de  la  miHre  en  etat  de  rembonrser 
aux  supliants  les  g-randes  depenses  que  cela  leur  a  occasione;  olle  comnicncorai  a  rep.indn'  a  Ifur  intentions 
la  devcnant  pour  le  present  lucrative;  et  comme  le  bois  est  le  plus  necessaire  pour  la  f  mte  iles  mineraux, 
qui  est  pour  le  piresent  tres  eloig'uee  de  la  ditte  mine  par  la  cunsonunation  qui  en  a  etc  fait  ci-devant 
par  les  anciens  exploiteur  de  la  ditte  mine  dont  le  nombre  des  annees  est  hors  de  la  memoire  des  dits 
supliants,  seulemeut  par  les  informations  de  leurs  pere  et  amis  qui  y  ont  travaille  sans  pouvoir  leur  en 
donncr  une  groete  certaine,  les  dits  supliants  sc  retire  vers  vous,  monsieur,  pour  vous  supplier  de  leur 
accorder  la  quantite  de  deux  lieues  quarre  do  terre,  tenant  a  la  ditte  mine,  pour  y  jouir  des  forets,  bois, 
materiaux,  et  autres  commodity,  convcnable  a  I'exploitation  de  la  ditte  mine,  et  faute  des  quels  cela  leur 
ferai  uu  tord  tres  considerable  et  detruirai  tous  leurs  travaux  present  et  avcnir.  S'oliligeant  les  sui)pliant 
de  se  conformer  aux  loix  coutumes  et  constitution  du  roj-aume,  ce  faisant,  ils  nc  cesseront  d'oflrir  des 
voeux  au  ciel  pour  votre  conservation.  , 

J.  BAPTISTE  VALLE. 

ST.  G.  BEAUVALS. 

F.  VALLE. 

PHATTE. 
Don  Cn.\Ri.Es  DEH.iULT  DEL.vssrs, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  et  Lieutenant  Governor  de  la  Haute  Louisiane,  d-e. 

St.  Li.iuis  DES  Ili.in'oi.<,  le  22;/  Jauvi'T,  ISOL 

N'etant  pas  en  notre  pouvoir  d'accorder  une  concession  de  cette  etendue  demanile,  n^us  renvoyons  les 
supliants  pardevant  monseig'neur  I'intendant,  a  qui  nous  avons  Lhoniieur  d'informer  ipie  I'usage  (pi'ils  le 
propose  de  faire  de  ces  deux  lieux  quarre  leurs  est  absohunent  indispensahle  pom'  exploiter  la  mine  et  en 
tirer  le  plomb;  qu'en  autre,  que  les  quatre  personncs  qui  la  demande  depuis  tres  long  tems,  cniployent 
toutes  leurs  forces  a  grand  frais  pour  en  tirer  le  plomb  mineral,  si  util  a  I'Etat  et  au  public,  sont  des  plus 
anciens  habitans,  notables  du  pais  et  fidels  sujets  de  !?.  M.  C.  qui  dans  toutes  les  circonstances  ont  toujours 
ete  eraploj'es  par  le  gouvernement  ayant  toujours  montre  le  plus  grand  zele,  touto  le  fois  qu'ils  ont  put  se 
rendre  utiles  avec  le  plus  grand  disinteressement;  et  en  ces  considerations  pour  quo  leurs  travaux  ne 
souffrent  aucun  retard,  nous  leur  permettons  de  couper  le  hois,  qui  leur  sera  necessaire  dans  le  doniaino  de 
S.  M.  au  lieu  qu'il  demande  provisoirement,  esperant  de  la  bonte  de  monseigneur  rintendant  qu'il  voudra 
bien  leur  accorder  cette  concession  grace  a  la  quelle  ils  sont  dignee  a  tous  cgards. 

CHAS.  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


No.  2. 

XrEv.\  Ori.eaxs,  20  ile  Ahril.  de  ls02. 

Don  Santiago  Maxwell,  cura  de  la  jiarroquia  de  Sta.  Genoveva  de  Ilinois,  a  V.  con  el  dcbido  respeto, 
expongo:  (^ue  segun  consta  del  pridcr  que  acompana,  Dn.  P'rancisco  y  Don  Juan  Bautista  Valh^,  Don  Juan 
Bautis'ta:  Pratte,  y  Don  St.  James  Beauvais,  ma  han  encargado  de  solicitar  en  su  nombre  la  concession  de 
dos  leguas  en  quadro  cerca  del  parage  nombrado  la  Mina  a  la  Motte,  en  consideracion  de  los  trabajos  y 
gastos  que  han  liecho  en  la  dicha  mina,  cuyos  motivos  van  expucstos  en  el  adjunto  memorial  presentado 
por  ellos  al  teniente  gobernador  de  Ilinois,  quien  por  la  carta  ipie  tambien  agrcyo  les  aviso  que  hubieran 
de  acudir  al  tribunal  de  V.  En  esta  atencion.  y  en  consideracion  de  las  razones  en  que  se  fundan  para 
solicitar  la  dicha  concesion,  suplico  se  sirva  V.  conceder  les  la  gracia  ijue  piden,  y  espen.i  obtener  de  su 
notoria  rectitud. 

DIEGO  MAXWELL. 

Scnor  IxTExnEXTE  Gexer.a.l. 
\')h.  IV iW  c 
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NuEVA  Orleans,  30  de  Abril,  de  1802. 
Por  presentados  los  documontos  que  acompanan,  traduscasen  al  idioma  Castellano,  por  el  interprete 
Don  Pedro  Derl)iKny,  y  fcclio  desc  vista  al  .senor  fiscal. 

MOKALES. 


No.  3. 
State  of  Missouri,  County  of  St.  Louis,  ss; 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  judo-e  of  the  probate  court  in  and  for  the  county  of  St. 
Louis,  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  lieutenant 
governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  from  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  until  the  ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  liundred  and  tour;  and  that  on  tiie  twenty-fcjurtii 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  he  received  from  Don  Juan  Manuel  de 
Salcedo  and  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo,  commissioners  for  the  delivery  of  this  (then  province)  to  the 
United  States,  a  letter  dated  the  eighth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  signed  by  them 
with  their  own  proper  signatures  and  names,  a  copy  of  whicli  letter,  with  his  name  signed  in  the  margin 
thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  identification,  is  hereunto  attached;  the  original  of  which  letter  he  has  ncit  now 
in  his  pos.sossion,  having  received  the  same  from  those  officers  as  an  oificial  letter  directed  to  him  in  his 
official  capacitj',  and  written  by  them  in  their  official  capacity.  He  considered  the  same  as  a  proper 
public  document  to  be  delivered  up  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants  and  the  country. 

And  he  further  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  John  Bte.  Valle,  St.  James 
Beauvais,  Francois  Valle,  and  John  Bte.  Pratte;  that  they  were  and  are  amongst  the  most  ancient  and 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  country;  and  he  knows  personally  that  they  were  in  the  exclusive  and 
peaceable  possession  of  the  land  and  mines  known  by  the  name  of  the  Mine  la  Motte,  for  many  years, 
under  the  Spanish  government;  and  he  is  informed  and  believes  that  they  and  their  representatives  have 
remained  and  continued  in  the  peaceable  and  uninterrupted  possession  ever  since. 
Sworn  to  September  9,  1825,  and  subscribed  at  the  same  time. 

CARLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

M.  S.  1:ED^JG,  Sv..,  Judge  of  Probate. 

Nueva  Orleans,  8  de  Febro.,  de  1804. 

La  disposicion  que  vs.  ha  tornado  decretando  los  memoriales  de  aquellos  que  de  tiempo  antiguo 
poseian  tierras  enesos  parages  es  de  nuestra  aprobacion  por  ser  arregladada  a  justicia;  sin  embargo 
podria  sufrir  alguna  dificuldad,  y  convendria  si  esta  lega  a  tiempo  que  vs.  formase  una  relacion,  y  la 
prasase  a  nuestras  manos,  para  representarlo  y  tomar  alguna  providencia  que  les  asegurase  sus  pro- 
piedades. 

Es  contestacion  al  oficio  de  vs.  No.  211. 

Dies  que  ;l  vs.  ms.  as. 

MANUEL  DE  SALCEDO. 

EL  MARQ.  DE  CASA  CALVO. 

Carlos  Dehault  Delassus. 


No.  1. 

St.  Genevieve,  October  15,  1800. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  having  purchased  the  lead  mine  named  La 
Motte,  by  purchasing  what  belonged  to  Jean  Datcherat,  which  they  have  united  to  what  belonged  already 
to  some  of  the  undersigners;  and  that  since  that  time  they  have  worked  said  mine  with  considerable 
expenses,  said  mine  having  remained  without  exploration  for  a  number  of  years,  and  that  it  was  by  their 
continual  work  and  industry  that  they  have  been  enabled  to  put  it  in  a  situation  to  indemnify  them  of 
their  expenses,  and  begins  to  be  profitable  to  the  supplicants.  And  as  the  timber  or  fire-wood  is  of  the 
most  necessary  for  the  smelting  of  ore,  and  as  it  begins  to  get  scarce  around  the  mine  for  the  reason  of 
its  long  being  worked,  the  number  of  years  being  out  of  the  recollection  of  the  supplicants,  only  by 
hearsay  from  their  fathers  and  friends  who  have  worked  at  it  without  being  able  to  give  them  a  fixed 
epoch,  said  supplicants  draw  near  you,  sir,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  them  the  quantity  of  two 
leagues  square  of  land  joining  to  said  mine,  to  enjoy  of  the  forest,  woods,  materials,  and  other  convenient 
commodities  for  the  working  of  said  mine,  for  want  of  which  they  will  suffer  considerable  damages,  and 
may  lose  their  present  and  future  works;  the  supplicants  obligating  themselves  to  conform  to  the  laws, 
customs,  and  constitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  they  will  not  cease  to  pray  God  for  the  conservation  of 
your  days.  , 

J.  BTE.  VALLE. 

J.  ST.  G.  BEAUVAIS. 

FROIS.  VALLE  PRATTE. 
Don  Charles  Dehault  Delassus, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Vjiyxr  Louisiana,  &c. 


No.  1. 

St.  Louis  of  Illinois,  January  22,  1801. 
It  not  being  in  our  power  to  grant  a  concession  of  the  extent  of  the  one  asked  for,  we  send  the  sup- 
jilicants   to  his   lordsliip,  the  intendaut,  to  whom  we  have  the  honor  to   inform   that  the  use  which  the 
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supplicants  intend  to  make  of  those  two  leagues  square  are  of  absolute  necessity  to  tlieni  In  cnalile  tlicni 
to  work  tlie  mine  and  g-et  out  the  lead;  and,  licsides,  the  four  [lersons  who  make  the  dciminds  liavc,  sinci- 
a  lung-  time,  employed  their  means  with  larg-e  I'xiienscs  to  <^-e(  out  the  lead — a  luincral  so  useful  Id  the 
State  and  to  the  puhlie — and  are  of  the  most  ancient  and  notable  inhabitants  nf  ihc  ecjuntry,  and  failhlul 
subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty;  and  who  have,  in  all  eircmnstances,  been  empluvi-d  by  the  j;(i\ cnniK'nt 
having-  always  manifested  the  greatest  zeal  every  time  they  could  render  Ih<'uiselves  useful,  in  this 
consideration,  that  their  works  sutler  no  delay,  we  permit  them,  in  the  meanliiue,  to  cut  Ihe  wud  id' 
which  they  may  be  in  want  on  the  domains  of  his  Majesty,  (in  the  place  which  thev  Iiam-  deinaiideil 
lioping  that  his  lordship  the  intendant  will  be  so  good  as  to  grant  them  this  enncession — a  grace  to 
Avhich  they  are  by  all  means  wortliv. 

(■11.  i)i;ii.\ri;r  i)EL.\srtrs. 


No.  2. 

New  Oiu,e.\ns,  Aj/ril  21),  ls{)2. 
Don  Santiago  Maxwell,  curate  of  the  parish  of  St.  Genevieve,  of  Illinois,  with  due  respect,  to  your 
lordship,  says:  That,  as  it  appears  by  the  power  of  atti.irney  (].)oder)  which  accompanies  this,  given  me 
bj-  Don  Francois  Valle,  Don  Jn.  Bte.  Valle,  Don  .Tn.  Bte.  I'ratte,  and  Don  St.  James  Beauvais,  1  am 
charged  to  S(dicit,  in  their  names,  the  concession  of  two  leagues  in  S(|uare,  near  the  place  named  Mine  a 
la  Motte,  in  consideration  of  the  works  and  expenses  which  they  have  made  in  saiil  mine,  which  is  set  forth 
in  tlie  adjoining-  memorial  by  them  presented  to  the  lieutenant  g-overnor  of  Illinois,  whom,  by  the  letter 
which  is  also  annexed,  he  advises  that  they  have  to  ai)ply  to  the  tribunal  of  your  lordship.  In  this  view, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  reasons  on  which  they  liavc  depended  to  solicit  the  said  concession,  yonr 
lordship  is  supplicated  to  be  willing  to  concede  them  the  favor  which  they  ask,  and  which  they  hope  to 
obtain  of  j'our  known  rectitude. 


The  IxTENDAXT  Gexeral. 


DIEGO  MAXWELL. 


No.  2. 

New  Oki.e.ws,  A]>ril  30,  1802. 
The  accompanj-ing  documents  were  presented.     They  will  be  translated  into  the  Sinmisli  langua.i 
by  the  interpreter,  Don  Pedro  Derbigny,  and  they  will  be  presented  to  the  fiscal. 

MORALES. 


No.  3. 

New  Orleaxs,  Fehrttary  5,  1804. 

The  disposition  taken  by  your  lordship  to  decree  the  memorials  of  those  who  anciently  possessed 
land  in  those  countries  is  of  our  approbation,  being  according  to  justice.  Notwithstanding-  some  difficulty 
may  arise,  it  will  be  proper,  if  this  get  in  time,  to  make  a  report  and  send  it  to  us;  to  make  a  representa- 
tion and  take  some  measure  to  insure  them  in  their  properties.  This  is  in  answer  to  the  fiscal  letter  of 
your  lordship  No.  21L     God  keep  your  lordship  many  years. 

MANUEL  DE  SALGEDO. 
EL  MARQ.  DE  CASA  CALVO. 
Don.  Carlos  Delassus. 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  St.  Genevieve,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  Joseph  Bogy  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  upon  his  oath  saith  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  French  and  Spanish  languages,  and  that 
the  several  pieces  of  writing  on  this  sheet,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  are  faithful  translations  of  the  preceding 
documents  in  the  French  and  Spanish  languages,  respectively  numbered  1,  2,  3. 

JOSEPH  BOGY. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  daj-  of  October,  1825, 

JOSEPH  D.  GRAFTON,  J  P. 


No.  4. 

En  dotte  du  8  Fevner  dernier,  les  brigadiers  de  S.  M.  C,  Don  Jean  Manuel  de  Salcedo  et  le  Marquis 
de  Casa  Calvo,  commissionne  pour  la  remise  de  cette  province  me  disent  ce  que  je  vous  traduit: 

"  Les  dispositione  que  votre  seigneur  a  prise  en  decretant  les  placfete  de  ces  habitans  qui  possedaient 
anciennement  des  terres  dans  les  endroits  m'existent  notre  approbatirm  etant  de  toute  justice,  non  obstant 
cela  il  pourrait  survenir  quelque  difliculte,  et  it  serait  convenable  si  celle  ci  arrive  a  terns,  que  votre 
seigneurs  en  fasse  une  relation  et  la  passe  en  nos  maine  pour  representor  et  prendre  quelques  mesures 
qui  leur  assureraient  leur  proprietes;   c'est  en  reponce  a  Toiiice  de  votre  seigneurs  No.  21L" 

Et  comme  j'ai  re(;u  cette  office  le  24  Juin  dernier,  long-tems  apres  la  remise,  je  vous  euvoie  cette  traduc- 
tion pour  que  vous  la  conserviens-quiez  aux  interes.ses  de  la  mine,  a  fin  que  cela  puisse  scrvir  a  leur 
assurer  leur  propriete,  faisant  savoir  cette  approbation  de  la  superioriti^  (jui  tieut  les  pouvoirs  du  Roy. 

Dieu  vous  ait  en  sainte  garde.     St.  Louis  des  Illinois,  Juillet  1,  1804. 

CHARLES  DEIIAULT  DELASSUS. 

Mr.  Baitiste  Vai.i.i^:. 
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No.  4. 

Undor  date  of  tUo  8tlj  Fclji-uarj-  last,  -tlio  brig-adiere  of'liis  Catholic  Majesty,  Don  Jean  Manuel  de  Salcedo 
and  the  Murquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  coniuiissioned  fVir  tlie  delivery  of  this  province,  .said  to  nie  what  I  translate 
to  you: 

"The  disposition  wiiich  j-our  lordsliip  has  taken  in  decreeing  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  who 
anciently  possessed  lands  in  those  places  deserve  our  approbation,  being  according  to  justice;  notwith- 
standing some  difficulty  may  arise,  it  will  be  proper,  if  this  get  in  time,  to  make  a  report,  and  send  it  to 
us  to  make  representation,  and  take  some  measure  to  insure  them  in  their  property.  This  is  in  answer 
to  the  (jfficial  letter  of  your  lordship  No.  21L" 

And  as  I  received  that  official  letter  the  24th  of  June  last,  long  time  after  the  transfer,  I  send  you  this 
translation  that  you  may  communicate  it  to  those  interested  in  the  mine,  to  the  end  that  it  may  serve  to 
assure  their  proi)erty;  causing  to  be  known  this  ai)proliation  of  the  superior  who  holds  his  power  of  the 
King,     fiod  preserve  you.     St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois,  July  1,  1804. 

CHARLES  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 

Mr.  R.UTISTE  V.U.I.K. 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  St.  Genevieve,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  Joseph  Bogj'  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  on  his  oath  saith  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  and  signature  of  Charles  Deliault 
Delassus,  and  believes  the  signature  ou  the  foregoing  paper.  No.  4,  to  be  his  signature;  further,  that  he 
is  acijuainted  with  the  French  language,  and  that  the  above  is  a  faithful  translation  of  the  paper  No.  4, 
being  a  letter  from  said  Dalassus  to  Mr.  B.  Valle. 

JOSEPH  D.  BOGY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscriljcd  before  me  this  14th  day  of  October,  1825. 

JOSEPH  D.  GRAFTON,  J.  P. 


No.  5. 

[Here,  in  the  original,  is  a  plat  of  the  survey] 

I  do  certify  that  tiie  above  plat  represents  28,224  arpents,  or  24,142  acres  of  land,  situate  on  the  river 
St.  Francois,  including  Mine  a  la  Motte,  beginning  at  A,  as  laid  down  in  the  plat  surveyed  by  me  for 
John  B.  Valle,  St.  James  Beauvais,  Francis  Valle,  and  Pratte.  Done  by  virtue  of  a  concession  granted 
them  by  Don  Charles  Dchault  Delassus,  bearing  date  January  22,  1801.  Given  under  my  hand  this  22d 
of  Feliiiiary,  180(i, 

NATHANIEL  COOK,  Deimty  Surveyor,  didrict  cf  St.  Genevieve. 

24,420  acres  75  poles. 

Received  for  record.     St.  Louis,  February  26,  1806. 

ANTOINE  SOULARD,  Surveyor  General  Louisiana. 


le 


No.  6. 
Extract  from  the  books  of  the  commissioners. 

"John  Baptiste  Pratte,  St.  James  Beauvais,  Fran9ois  Vall^,  and  John  Baptistc  Valle,  claiming  two 
lagues  square  of  land  situate  at  Mine  la  Motte,  district  of  St.  Genevieve,  produce  a  record  of  petition 
and  recommendation  for  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  L.  G.,  dated  January  22,  1801;  record  of 
a  power  of  attorney  to  James  Maxwell  to  obtain  said  concessions;  record  of  a  petition  of  said  Maxwell 
to  the  intendant,  dated  April  29,  1802;  an  order  from  Morales  to  Peter  Dcrbigny  to  translate  the  documents 
and  petition,  dated  New  Orleans,  April  30,  1802;  record  of  a  plat  of  survey  of  28,224  arpents,  dated 
February  22,  1806;  certified  February  20,  1806. 

"  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

"  Frederick  Bates,  commissioner,  forbears  giving  an  opinion." 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  St.  Genevieve,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  John  Scott,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  the  foregoing  extract  from  the  books  of  the  commissioners  is  a  full  and 
true  copy  of  the  proceedings  had  by  them  in  relation  to  the  claim  therein  mentioned,  and  the  same  was  had 
on  Friday  December  27,  1811. 

JOHN  SCOTT. 

Sworn  to  and  snbscrilied  before  mo  this  10th  day  of  October,  1825. 

JOS.  D.  GRAFTON,  J.  P. 

Missouri  Territory,  St.  Genevieve  County,  ss: 

On  tlie day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  before  me,  Thomas   Oliver,  one  of  the 

justices  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  jiersonally  came  Auguste  Abuchon,  of  the  town  of  St.  Genevieve,  in 
the  said  county,  and  John  Baptiste  Janis,  sr.,  of  the  same,  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists, 
depose  and  say  that  they  have  resided  in  the  Illinois  country  ever  since  their  births,  (the  said  Abuchon 
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being  now  seventy-two  years  of  a!;-e,  and  the  said  Janis  sixty  years  of  a^a',)  and  tliat,  fidui  the  first  nf 
their  reeoUectioii,  they  well  know  tlie  tract  nf  enuntry  ealled  La  Mine  a  la  Mutle,  and  Ihal  il  w  ;is  oeeupicrd, 
held,  and  possessed  by  divers  citizens  of  the  saiil  cimiiti-y,  who  raised  aud  smelted  on  (heir  own  aeeouiit 
lead  anil  nuneral  thereon;  tiiat  il  was  well  uudirslood  hy  all  tlu'  inhaliitanls  that  llie  sann'  had  Im-i-u 
oriji'inally  g'ranted  bj' and  nndi'r  (he  authority  of  ihi'  French  }i-ovennneiit  <lin'inj;-  (he  (ime  ihey  held  (he 
same;  that  the  lots  and  tracts  of  land  were  boui;-ht  and  s(dd  like  all  other  real  estate  in  the  countiy,  and 
title  deeds  executed  before  the  imMie  functionaries  of  the  country;  tiial  aliout  the  year  seventeen  luimlred 
and  ninety  it  was  well  known  and  understood  the  whole  of  (he  said  Mine  a  la  Mo((e  trac(  came  by 
jHirchase  and  was  vested  in  Jean  Bap(ist(^  l'ratt<',  Jean  Haptist(^  St.  (iermi'.  I'.eauvais,  Francis  X'alh',  and 
John  Haptiste  Valle,  who  have  remained  in  possession  thert'of  to  this  time.  ,\nd  the  deponents  further 
say  that  they  never  knew  or  heard  of  any  other  person  or  [)ersons  claiming;-  (he  said  (rat-t  <jf  land,  or  atiy 
part  thereof,  but  the  said  original  grantees  or  their  assignees;  and  they  further  say  that  during  the  time 
of  the  t^i>anish  g-overnnient  (they  think  about  eighteen  years  ago)  i(  was  well  understooil  by  (li<. 
inhabitants  of  the  country  that  a  concession  had  been  graide<l  by  that  government  to  (lie  said  Messrs. 
Fratte,  Beanvais,  Francois,  and  John  l!ap(is(e  \'allr',  f  .r  a  quantity  of  land,  round  the  said  .Mine  a  la  .Motlt,' 
of  two  leag-ues  square. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the  day  and  year  above,  before  me. 


.M'CrS'fK  +  AI'.rcilO-N", 
JdllN    r..\i"TlSTK  JAN1,<,  Sk. 


TIIOM.VS  OLIVER,  J.  P 


St.\te  of  MissorRi,  County  of  St.  Loui^,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  the  stJiscriber,  .judge  of  the  probate  com-t  fm  the  county  of  S(.  Louis, 
State  of  Missouri,  Auguste  Ch(.)uteau,  who,  l)eing  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  r-aith  (ha(  wln'ii  he  lirs(  came 
in  this  Upper  Louisiana,  in  ITtiS,  he  Ibinid  one  of  the  Valh-s  in  possession  and  exploring  the  mine  called 
•Mine  a  la  Motte;  that  he,  in  company  with  his  son,  to  wit,  Valle,  jr.,  continued  to  explore  the  said  mine 
until  the  year  1769,  at  which  time  the  son  of  said  Valle  was  killed  by  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  which 
circumstance  compelled  the  said  Valid  to  abandon  the  said  mine;  but  that  some  short  time  after  he,  said 
Valle,  went  to  the  said  mine  and  explored  it,  and  was  again  attacked  by  the  said  Chickasaw  nation, 
■where,  in  the  attack,  a  man  called  Labastille  was  biiniod  by  said  Indians,  which  circumstance  occasioned 
said  Valle  to  abandon  again  said  mine;  and  that  some  short  time  after  the  second  attack,  to  wit,  as  the 
affiant  believes,  about  the  year  1T80  or  1782,  the  said  Valle  went  again  to  exjilore  said  mine;  and  that 
the  said  mine  was  explored  by  said  Valh',  and  through  ov  nnder  him  ever  since,  without  interruption. 
And  this  affiant  further  saith  that  he  is  personally  ac(juainted  with  John  Baptiste  Valle,  John  Baptiste 
Fratte,  St.  Germe.  Beauvais,  and  Francis  Valle,  and  that  he  knows  that  they  were  under  the  Spanish 
government  for  a  long  time  before  the  aci[nisition  of  this  country  by  the  United  States,  and  he  believes 
ever  since  in  possession  of  the  aforesaid  Mine  a  la  Motte,  and  that  he  has  always  understood  they  clainied 
title  to  the  same;  and  their  possession  of  the  property  and  enjoyment  of  said  lands  and  mine,  and  of  those 
claiming  mider  them,  has  been  peaceable,  quiet,  undisputed,  and  uuiuterriipted  to  this  day. 

AUG.  CilOUTEAU. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  liefore  me,  at  St.  Louis,  September  14,  1825. 

M.  F.  LEDUC,  J.  Prob. 


No.  7. 

St.«e  of  Missouri,  County  of  Genevieve,  ss; 

Fersonally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  coimty  aforesaid,  Francis  Janis, 
sen.,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  ujion  his  oath  saith  that  the  descendants  of  Francis  Valle,  deceased,  one  of 
the  claimants  to  the  Mine  a  la  Motte,  are  thirty-seven;  of  St.  Germe.  Beanvais,  one  of  the  claimants,  are 
fifty-three;  of  Jean  Baptiste  Valle;  one  of  the  claimants,  are  eleven;  of  Jean  Baptiste  Fratte,  the  fourth 
claimant,  are  forty;  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  fortv-one  descendants  of  the  four  original  claimants. 

FRAX(;UIS  JANIS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  the  justice  aforesaid,  October  24,  1825. 

JOS.  D.  GRAFTON,  J.  P. 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  St.  Genevieve: 

Fersonally  appeared  before  me,  a  jnstice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Joseph  Bogy, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  upon  his  oath  saith  that  Mary  Fratte,  Catherine  Brown,  Emily  Wilkinson,_  Cejestc 
M.  Allen,  Francois  Valle,  and  Charles  C.  Valle,  are  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Fran(,'ois  Valle, 
deceased,  one  of  the  claimants  to  the  mine  called  "Mine  a  la  Motte,"  situated  in  that  part  of  tlie  county 
of  Madison  formerly  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  State  of  Missouri. 

JOSEPH  BOGY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mc,  the  justice  aforesaid,  this  24th  dav  of  October,  1825. 

JOS.  D.  GRAFTON,  J.  P. 
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19th  Congress.]  '^O-   498.  [1st  Session. 

PURCHASES   OF   REAL   ESTATE   FOR  THE   UNITED   STATES  WITHLN  THE  LIMITS  OF  THE 

STATES  SINCE  JULY  4,  1176. 

COMMTNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY   15,   1826. 

To  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  ti-iiiisniit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  late  Secretary  of  War  to  the  late 
President  of  tiie  United  States,  with  documents  containing  information  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  April  10,  1S24,  relating  to  purchases  of  real  estate  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  any  State  since  July  4,  1716.  These  papers  were  prepared  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress   but  by  some"  accident  were  not  theu  communicated  to  the  House. 

'^        '  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Washington,  February  15,  1826. 


Department  of  War,  February  14,  1825. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  submitted  to  the  House  a  "  statement  of  the  several 
purchases  of  real  estate  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  within  the  territorial  limits  of  any  State  since  July 
4,  1776,  for  public  purposes,  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  department  or  ofiScer  of  the* 
general  government,  denoting  in  each  case  the  particular  authority  under  which  each  purchase  was 
made;  its  date,  and  the  end  or  use  for  which  it  was  effected;  the  nature  of  the  estate  thereby  acquired, 
and  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  and  to  whom  such  estate  was  conveyed;  together  with  the  fact 
whether  such  purpose  was  or  was  not  accompanied  with  the  express  consent  of  the  State  of  whose 
territory  such  real  estate  constituted  a  part;  and,  in  the  former  case,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
special  jurisdiction  accompanied  the  cession  or  conveyance,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
statement  prejiared  by  the  chief  engineer,  which  contains  all  the  information  in  relation  to  the  subject 
which  this  office  can  furnish. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Engineer  Department,  Washington,  February  12,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  prepared,  and  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith,  agreeably  to  your  instructions,  a 
statement  of  the  several  purchases  of  real  estate  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  since  July  4,  1776,  required 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  April  10,  1824. 

This  statement  is  founded  upon  documents  in  the  department,  and  upon  returns  received  since  the 
date  of  the  resolution  from  the  district  attorneys  of  all  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union,  except 
Connecticut,  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  the  two  districts  of  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Indiana.  The 
receipt  of  returns  from  these  States  would,  however,  scarcely  vary  the  report,  as  it  is  believed  that  little, 
if  any,  real  estate  for  military  purposes  has  been  acquired  therein  which  is  not  included  in  the  documents 
referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB,  Maj.  Gen.,  Chief  Engineer. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  War. 


1826.] 
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E.  Shepley,  dietricl  aiiorney,  mentions  a 
fortcalli'd  Fort  McCIeary,  in  Kittery, 
but  no  conveyance  of  llie  land  is  on 
record. 
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purposes,  and  it  is  required  that  the 
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ported by  D.  Humphreys,  district  at- 
torney. 

Act  of  cession  dated  June  25,  1798. 
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lOin  CoxfiRKss.]  Xo.    499.  [1st  Session. 

A  P  P  L I  C  A  T  I  0  N    OF    P.  II  0  D  E    I  S  L  A  N  D    F  0  R    LANDS    FOR    EDUCATION. 

C05UIU.KICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    16,    182G. 

STATE  OF  KHODE  ISLAND  AND  PRO"\'IDENCE  PLANTATIONS. 

In*  General  Assembly,  January  Session,  A.  D.  1826. 
Voted  and  resolved,  Tluit  the  senators  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they 
are  herebj',  instructed,  and  tiic  representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  appro- 
priating to  tliis"  State  her  pr(i[iorliou  of  tlio  public  lands  of  the  United  States  for  the  establishment  of  an 
education  fund  in  this  State. 
True  copy.     Witness: 

HENRY  BOWEN,  Secretary. 


19m  Congress.]  -No.    oOO.  [1st  Session. 

PURCHASES  OF  REAL  ESTATE  FOR   THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  LIMITS  OF  THE 

STATES  SINCE  JULY  4,  1776. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  represent ATIVES    FEBRUARY  17,    182G. 

To  tliC  House  rf  Beprescntativcs  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav,y,  M-ith  a  further  document  prepared  in 
com])liance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  April  10,  1824,  and  containing  information  relating  to  pur- 
chases of  real  estate  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  within  the  territorial  limits  of  any  State  since  July 
4,  1776. 

JOHN  QUINCY  iVDAMS. 

"Washington,  February  17,  1826. 


Navy  Department,  February  16,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  which  passed  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives April  10,  1824,  upon  the  suliject  of  real  estate  acquired  since  July  4,  1776,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  within  the  territorial  limits  of  any  State;  together  with  the  original  report  and  statement 
made  by  this  department  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolution. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Navy  Departjient,  December  22,  1824. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  April  10,  1824,  which 
you  referred  to  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  of  real  estate  purchased  or  acquired 
for  naval  purposes  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  since  the  year  1776;  which  statement  contains,  as  far  as 
known  to  this  department,  all  the  information  required  by  the  said  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  President  of  the  United  Stales. 


1820.] 
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19Tn  CoNORESs.]  ■  No.  501.  [1st  Skssion. 

GENERAL  OPERATIONS  AND  IIISTOKY  OF  LEAD  MINES  IN  MISSOTIM   AND  Till:   lI'TKlt 

MlSSISSli'l'I  COHNTRY. 

COSIMrNR'ATKll  TO  TIIK  SllNATK  FKUniARV   20,    1821). 

War  DErARTMENT,  Frhvuanj  18,  1820. 
Sir:  Since  tlio  report  of  this  dei);irtinent  on  the  rcsoliitioii  of  tlu^  Semite  of  the  l")th  of  Dcn-ember 
last,  relating  to  leases  for  load  mines  and  salt  springs,  comnmnicatod  by  the  President  lu  th<>  Senate  on 
the  7th  instant,  the  colonel  of  ordnance  has  made  an  additional  report  in  rclali(jn  to  had  mines,  which 
contains  mnch^valnablc  information,  in  addition  to  the  report  on  the  snbject  alrea<ly  rendi  nd;  and  1  have, 
therefore,  the  honor  of  communicating  it  herewitii  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  j'our  obedient  servant, 

dA.MKS  BARBOUR 
The  Vice  Presidext  and  Pre.^iden-t  Scimfe  United  Slalcif. 


Ordnan'ce  Deeartmext,  ]]'(islii)i<il'ii},  Fi'hriKirii  7,  182(i. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Thomas,  the  officer  employed  in  superintending  the  operations  of  the  Unittid  States 
lead  mines  in  the  western  country,  has  made  a  full  report  upon  the  subject  g<'nerally.  The  report  contains 
much  valuable  information  concerning  the  lead  mines,  and  demonstrates  their  great  value.  It  also  exhibits 
general  and  just  views  respecting  the  management  of  them,  and  I  lieg  leave  to.  submit  it  for  your 
examination. 

It  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Thomas  on  this  occasion  to  state  that  the   industry  and  ability  which  he  has 
manifested   in  the  conduct  of  this  business  since  he  has  had  the  superintendence  of  it  entitles  him  to 
commendation,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  this  opiuii.m  of  his  merits. 
1  have  the  honor  to  l:ie,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BOMFORD,  Brevet  Colonel,  on  ordnance  service. 

Hon.  James  Barbour,  Seoxiarij  of  War. 


Washixotox,  D.  C,  Janiwri/,  1826. 

Sir:  I  have  reported  to  you  from  time  to  time  my  transactions  whilst  superintending  the  United  States 
lead  mines  and  mineral  lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  at  the  river  Au  Ferre,  near  the  n(}rth  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Illinois;  but  from  the  desultory  manner  the  information  has  been  transmitted,  and  its 
having  been  chiefly  confined  to  business  transactions  arising  under  leases,  I  deem  it  requisite  to  make  a 
report  of  a  more  general  nature,  embracing  the  sul'ject  in  all  its  details. 

The  lead  mines  of  Missouri,  we  arc  informed  in  a  view  of  them  published  by  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  were 
discovered  about  a  century  ago,  liy  Renault  and  others,  in  the  employ  of  the  French  "(Company  of  the 
West,"  who  wrought  them  extensively  during  the  time  this  part  of  tlie  country  was  undi'r  thidr  control,  a 
period  of  about  twenty-four  years,  after  which  individuals  continued  to  work  at  the  mines  until  L(juisiana 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Spain,  in  1790. 

Some  grants  of  mining  privileges  were  received  by  individuals  from  the  Spanish  authorities,  but  it 
was  customary  to  permit  all  residents  of  the  country  to  dig  lead  ore  in  any  part  of  the  King's  domain 
which  was  not  granted  to  individuals.  This  was  the  situation  of  the  mine  country  when  takc-n  possession 
of  hj  the  United  States,  in  JIarch,  1804. 

The  fame  of  the  lead  mines  was  well  known  to  the  government  at  the  period  we  acquired  the  country, 
and  we  find  that  as  early  as  December,  1805,  they  are  noticed  in  the  message  of  the  President  to 
Congress. 

In  1807  the  law  directing  the  reservation  of  the  mines  from  sale  and  authorizing  them  to  be  leased 
to  individuals  was  enacted.  It  has  freiiuently  been  observed  that  the  power  of  leasing  was  of  little  use, 
as  no  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  to  attend  to  it.  This  duty  was  attached  to 
tlie  office  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles  from  the  principal  seat 
of  the  mines.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  proceedings  in  this  business  liy  the  recorder,  but  the 
following  extract  of  a  report  made  liy  him  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land_  Office  m  1810, 
extracts" from  a  report  made  bv  the  late  Moses  Austin,  esq.,  to  the  same,  from  the  work  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft, 
and  the  letters  of  individuals, "will  render  some  idea  of  the  state  of  the  mine  country  from  1807  to  1824, 
a  period  of  seventeen  years.  .  ... 

In  1816  the  recorder  writes  to  the  commissioner  (Mr.  Meigs)  on  the  subject  of  intrusions  by  indi- 
viduals on  public  mineral  lands:  "With  unexampled  lenity,  however,  the  government  has  not  only  lorborne 
to  inflict  those  penalties  provided  by  law,  but  has  left  i>ersons  thus  otlVnding  in  the  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  most  valuable  mines  in  the  county  of  St.  Genevieve.  From  hence  it  has  arisen  tliat  your  agents 
have  possession  of  but  a  small  portion  of  those  lead  mines  and  salt  springs  to  which  you  have  unques- 
tionable titles.  I  know  of  none  except  those  leased  to  Parteuay,  of  which  you  arc  already  sntiiciently 
informed,  and  a  recent  discovery  near  Mine  k  Burton,  of  which  I  have  put  his  son  in  possession.  A  settler 
in  the  neighborhood,  who  has  no  survey  and  who  expects  five  hundred  arpents  of  land  from  your  bounty 
on  account  of  his  improvement,  has  instituted  a  suit  for  that  trespass.  Such  is  the  situation  of  your 
agents  here.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  in  a  little  while  we  were  fined  and  imprisoned  by  those  for 
whose  punishment  the  intrusion  acts  were  intended.  Speculative  mischiefs  should  be  suppressed  mtneir 
origin;  they  acquire  accession  and  strength  every  day  they  are  tolerated;  the  confederacy  extends  itself, 
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tlie  interest  becomes  dift'iised  and  ramified,  and  he  who  at  first  thoug'ht  of  no  more  than  a  momentary 
advantag-e  begins  to  plead  principles  in  support  of  his  own  vi(jIations  of  law." 

ISlt).  Li  answer  to  the  commissioner,  Mr.  Austin  writes:  "Litrusions,  permanent  or  transitory,  I  do 
not  think  come  within  my  province  to  point  out;  that  there  are  intruders  on  jniblic  lead  mines  is  true; 
that  the  public  have  suflered  some  thousands  of  dollars  annually  is  an  unr|uestiouable  fact,  but  these  facts 
may  be  drawn  from  the  officer  charged  with  the  care  of  the  dmnain." 

1818.  Schoolcraft,  in  his  view  of  the  mines,  states:  "When  a  discovery  of  lead  has  been  made,  the 
miners  from  the  neighboring  country  have  flocked  to  it,  and  commenced  digging  as  niiual,  no  one  troubling 
himself  about  a  lease,  and  thus  the  provisions  of  the  law  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  disregarded." 

1822.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Ordnance  office  by  Mr.  John  Perry,  of  Potosi,  Missouri,  he  states: 
"When  a  person  maSes  a  discovery  of  ore,  either  on  public  or  private  land,  all  the  miners  in  the  neighbor- 
hood gather  in,  and  each  man  marks  off  a  hole  four  or  five  feet  square,  from  which  he  claims  twelve  feet 
(superficial)  in  every  direction,  taking  care  not  to  interfere  with  each  other;  and  for  each  1,000  ])ounds  of 
mineral,  if  raised  on  private  land,  the  proprietor  pays  400  pounds  of  lead;  if  raised  on  iJuhlic  land,  the 
miner  sells  it  at  the  rate  of  4t.)0  pounds  of  lead  for  each  1,000  pounds  of  mineral."  Mr.  Perry  was  informed 
he  could  not,  at  that  period,  obtain  a  lease,  and  he  replies:  "In  the  meantime  I  should  be  glad  to  be  put 
in  possession  of  the  land  by  permit  or  otherwise.  Should  it  be  delayed  until  a  tVirmal  lease  is  forwarded, 
the  mineral  will  be  dug  out  so  that  the  hind  will  be  scarcely  worth  leasing.  I  should  feel  mj'self  as  much 
bound  for  the  rent  l>y  a  permit  to  take  possession  as  if  I  should  receive  a  lease." 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  public  mines  in  Missouri  upon  my  arrival  there,  in  the  latter  end  of  November, 
1824.  Notwithstanding  I  avoided  interfering  in  any  manner  with  such  of  the  mines  to  which  there  was 
a  shadow  of  a  private  claim,  a  large  population  having  had  undisturbed  possession  of  all  the  public  mines 
for  a  number  of  years,  appropriating  the  whole  produce  to  their  private  benefit,  it  was  not  an  easy  matter 
to  dispossess  them,  nor  is  it  yet  entirely  effected.  It  is,  however,  but  doing  justice  to  a  great  majority  of 
the  mine  population  to  state  that  those  who  yet  adhere  to  the  practice  of  trespassing  upon  the  public  mines 
are  the  most  worthless  and  abandoned  part  of  the  community,  and  are  equally  disposed  to  ]dunder  the 
private  as  public  mines.  Under  such  embarrassments  my  whole  operations  had  to  be  carried  on;  and  I 
am  much  indebted  to  the  firm  conduct  and  uninterrupted  support,  iu  all  my  movements,  received  from  the 
lessees  of  tlie  first  i«ine  I  leased,  (Messrs.  Wm.  31.  &  John  Perry,  of  the  town  of  Potosi.)  Their  example 
had  much  influence  upon  the  people  of  the  district.  They  are  among  the  oldest  and  most  respectable 
inhabitants  of  the  mine  countr}'. 

Situation  and  extent  of  the  mine  country. 

The  district  of  country  in  Missouri  in  which  lead  mines  are  at  present  wrought  is  situated  may  be 
stated  at  about  fifty  miles  square,  taking  the  tdwn  of  Potosi  as  a  centre.  Potosi  is  situated  in  the  county 
of  Wasliington,  in  latitude  38°  north,  about  30  miles  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  40  miles  south  of  the 
river  JMissouri,  distant  from  St.  Louis  about  10  miles.  There  is  but  one  mine  at  present  wrought  out  of 
the  bounds  (jf  this  district,  that  of  La  Motte,  situated  about  35  miles  southeast  of  Potosi.  That  lead  ore 
exists  over  a  larger  space  than  the  above  bounds  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  but  at  present  I  shall 
confine  my  observations  to  this  district. 

The  bounds  above  stated  comprise  2,500  square  miles.  This  land  has  been  surveyed,  and  the  greater 
part  of  it  has  been  offered  for  sale;  a  part  has  been  purchased  by  individuals,  another  portion  is  held  under 
Spanish  and  French  gr.mts,  donations  from  the  United  States,  &c.,  &c.  The  land  thus  owned  is  principally 
confined  to  that  best  adapted  to  agricultural  purposes,  the  cause  for  which  is  obvious;  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties permitted  the  inhabitants  to  dig  lead  ore  on  any  part  of  the  King's  domain;  the  United  States  govern- 
ment has  heretofore  omitted  to  prevent  digging  on  public  mineral  land,  and,  at  the  same  time,  forbidden 
the  sale  of  it. 

The  plat  of  survey  annexed  to  this  report  will  show  the  position  of  the  mines,  or  rather  diggings, 
where  lead  ore  is  obtained  under  the  leases  from  the  United  btates.  It  will  be  observed  tliey  are  scat- 
tered over  the  country;  tlie  intermediate  land  will  produce  much  ore  when  properly  searched. 

The  reservations  from  sale  on  account  of  indications  of  lead  (jre  are  chiefly  in  the  vicinity  of  Potosi. 
The  first  of  them  were  made  upon  the  reports  of  the  survej'ors,  and  of  others  who  knew  the  facts  and 
stated  them  to  the  registers  of  the  land  offices. 

On  this  subject,  in  the  report  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  (George 
Graham,  esq.^  in  1824,  it  is  stated:  "The  only  measures  which  the  government  has  j'et  taken  to  discover 
the  extent  to  which  minerals  may  exist  on  the  public  lands  are  the  instructions  given  to  the  surveyor 
general  to  note,  on  the  official  returns  of  surveys,  all  the  appearances  indicative  of  their  existence. 
Agreeably  to  the  general  provisions  of  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  of  public  lands,  reservations  have 
been  made,  by  registers  of  the  proper  land  offices,  of  those  lands  on  which  mineral  appearances  are  indi- 
cated by  the  returns  of  the  survc3'or  general;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  observations  of  tlie  surveyor  must 
necessarily  be  restricted  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  lines  of  surve.y,  consequently,  evidences  of  the 
existence  of  minerals  must  be  partial  and  indefinite;  and  in  excluding  from  sale  the  lands  supposed  to 
afl'ord  mineral  tiie  register  of  the  land  office,  in  the  absence  of  definite  information,  must  act  according 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  from  the  means  afforded  him.  Under  such  circumstances  it  may  reasonably  be 
expected  that  many  tracts  of  productive  mineral  land  may  have  been  omitted  to  be  reserved,  and  that 
manj'  tracts  of  inferior  mineral  land  may  have  been  reserved." 

After  observing  tliat  a  list  of  the  reserved  lands  was  not  in  possession,  the  report  goes  on  to  state: 
"I  have  caused  the  lands  which  have  been  sold  in  those  townsliips,  up  to  the  date  of  the  hitest  returns,  to 
be  designated  by  the  yellow  color,  in  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  reservations,  as  it  is 
presumable  that  a  very  great  portion  of  what  remains  uncolored  (unsold)  has  been  excluded  from  sale  on 
account  of  its  minerals." 

This  conclusion  was  very  natural  from  the  evidence  in  possession,  yet  far  from  l)eing  correct.  On 
examining  the  plats  of  surveys  in  the  offices  of  the  registers,  I  discovered'  that  the  township  lines  (noted 
in  the  report  of  the  commissioner  as  being  the  place  of  principal  reservations  then  positively  known) 
constituted  nearly  all  the  reservation  on  account  of  lead  ore  in  the  mine  di'strict.  A  personal  examination 
of  tlic  countiy  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  persons  who  surveyed  the  township  lines  had  noted  mineral 
appearances,  and  those  who  surveyed  the  section  lines  had  omitted  to  do  so.  It  was  thus  to  be  seen 
that  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  exterior  lines  of  entire  townships  the  land  had  been  reserved,  and  not  a  single 
acre  iu  the  interior.     I  obtained  authority  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  report  to 
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the  registers  such  land  as  contained  signs  of  lead  ore,  and  had  it  reserved  from  sale.  The  extent  of  all 
these  reservations  is  shown  on  the  plat  accompanying  this  report.  The  reservations  are  large,  but  lielievin"- 
it  for  the  interest  of  the  public  that  all  the  mineral  land  slioukl  at  present  be  excluded  froinsale,  I  have  no^ 
hesitated  to  make  reservations  \s-here  my  observations  or  information  demonstrated  mineral  appearances. 
Upon  this  point  Mr.  Austin,  in  the  report  before  quoted,  after  enumerating  about  thirty  mines  or  dif;-o-iii..-,s 
observes:  "Tlie  intervening  land  between  the  diggings  herein  named  will  undoubtedly  jiroduce  nunc'rai 
in  great  abundance,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  with  proper  inducements,  lead  ore  within  this  circumference 
will  be  Ibund,  equal  in  goodness  and  extent  to  any  of  the  mines  or  diggings  now  opened  (ir  worked." 

1816.  Every  year's  experience  has  proven  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Austin's  statement.  The  mines  at 
this  time  (1825)  have  nicire  than  doubled  in  numlicr  since  18115.  Almost  every  month  adds  to  the 
number;  and  from  the  advantages  to  be  derived  l)y  individuals  under  the  leases  of  public  mines,  the 
searches  for  discoveries  will  hereafter  be  principally  upon  public  land. 

Face  of  the  country. 

Upon  crossing  tlie  MLssissippi  river  at  Herculanoum  (thirty  miles  below  St.  Louis)  we  find  the  bank 
composed  of  perpendicular  rocks  from  eighty  to  two  hundred  feet  high.  This  rock  is  a  secondary  lime- 
stone. Containing  marine  and  other  remains;  under  the  limestone  is  a  red  compact  sandstone;  this  latter 
is  on  a  level  Vi'ith  tlie  river.  Ujion  ascending  the  blufl'  and  advancing  int(j  the  country  we  tind  it  broken 
and  hilly.  At  the  distance  of  four  miles  the  sandstone,  which  at  the  bank  of  the  river  was  overlaid  by 
limestone  upwards  of  a  hundred  feet,  is  at  the  surface.  It  is  a  remarkable  place,  being  an  almost  per- 
pendicular wall  of  rock,  forty  feet  high,  and  several  miles  in  circumference.  After  passing  this  place  the 
rock  changes  from  a  secondary  to  a  primitive  limestone,  destitute  of  remains  of  any  kind.  Here  commences 
the  lead  mine  country,  and  over  its  whole  extent  one  common  feature  is  observed;  a  broken  hilly  surface, 
the  soil  a  poor  clay,  intermixed  with  shivers  of  Hint,  covered  with  a  scant}-  growth  of  timber;  on  the 
hills  princifially  oak;  on  the  bottoms  it  is  various.  There  is  an  abundance  of  tine  springs.  Upon  examin- 
ing the  majj  wliich  accompanies  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  mine  country  the  following  streams 
have  their  heads:  the  Hlack,  St.  Francis,  Gasconade,  and  ISIerrimack  rivers.  Tliey  How  to  tlie  east, 
northwest,  and  south.  This  denotes  the  elevation  of  the  mine  district.  I  am  of  opinion  the  town  of 
Potosi  is  three  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Tlie  rapidity  of  the  streams  which 
rise  in  so  hilly  a  country  aflbrds  many  phices  well  adapted  to  erect  machinery,  and  they  are  fed  by  the 
most  abundant  and  never-failing  springs.  I  have  observed  the  soil  was  generally  a  poor  clay;  there  are 
exceptions,  and  in  small  detached  bodies  very  good  land  may  be  found.  South  of  Potosi  is  a  ridge  of 
mountains,  where  the  rock  formation  is  ditferent  fnun  the  rest  of  the  country,  being  granite  and  sandstone. 
In  the  valleys  of  this  vicinity  are  bodies  of  excellent  land.  Limestone  is  found  composing  the  base  of  the 
whole  country;  it  is  invarial)ly  found  at  greater  or  less  depths,  and  in  numerous  places  is  found  at  the 
surface.  In  high  rocky  bluffs  the  veins  of  lead  ore  may  be  sometimes  traced  in  those  blutfs  where  the 
water  has  worn  channels. 

With  respect  to  timber  it  may  be  observed  it  is  tolerably  plentj';  and  where  the  Ores  are  kept  out  it 
is  increasing  in  quantity.  Places  entirely  destitute  of  it  twenty  years  ago  are  now  covered  with  thriving 
young  timber.  Suutli  and  west  of  Potosi  is  a  range  of  pine  timber  of  excellent  quality  and  very  large 
growth. 

IFethod  of  ol'lainiiKj  the  ore  of  lead. 

This  is  merely  to  dig  pits  in  the  earth;  the  ore  is  fmiid  in  detached  masses,  IVom  an  ounce  to  several 
hundred  pounds  weight.  It  is  the  common  galena,  and  is  frequently  inteiniixcd  with  iron  pyrites  and 
sul[ihate  of  barytes;  sometimes  it  is  found  free  froui  any  foreign  substance,  being  very  pure,  yielding 
seventy  per  cent,  (in  the  large  way)  wdien  smelting. 

AN'hen  the  rock  is  reached  the  digger  generally  abandons  the  place ;  if,  however,  the  prospect  of  obtaining 
ore  is  tolerable,  the  rock  is  penetrated,  especially  if  it  is  of  the  softer  kind.  The  digger  works  uijon  his 
own  account,  and,  consequently,  seeks  the  ore  where  least  labor  is  required.  When  the  ore  is  found  in 
the  rock  it  is  in  regular  veins,  sometimes  adhering  to  the  rock,  at  others  loose  in  the  fissures,  in  a  dark 
colored  substance,  apparently  an  oxide  of  lead  and  earth  intermixed.  The  diggings  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Potosi  are  generally  in  the  clay;  the  rock  has  put  a  stop  to  most  of  the  digging.  At  Mine  a  Joe 
(noticed  on  the  plat)  the  ore  is  found  in  regular  veins,  and  at  several  other  mines  in  the  same  vicinity. 
The  pits  are  seldom  more  than  forty  feet  deep,  some  i'ew  exceptions.  Sometimes  the  digger,  if  the  soil  is 
loose,  cribs  the  pit  with  small  timber;  but  generally  no  precautions  are  taken. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  local  term  "  diggings"  is  more  apjn-opriate  than  "mines,"  when  applied  to 
the  places  where  lead  ore  is  obtained  in  Missouri  at  the  present  time.  The  only  implements  are  a  few 
spades,  picks,  and  shovels,  with  a  common  windlass  and  tub  to  remove  the  earth,  .stones,  and  water  from 
the  pits. 

As  before  stated,  the  miners  work  upon  tln'ir  own  ai'count.  They  sell  the  oro  to  the  smelters,  who 
pay  them  the  value  of  SOU  pounds  (jf  lead  for  each  ton  ot  ore  they  deliver. 

0/  the  nmrltuir/. 

I  have  but  to  state  tliat  it  is  done  in  a  negligent  and  wasteful  manner,  in  furnaces  built  of  limestone, 
of  a  construction  peculiar  to  the  country.  There  is  much  fuel  consumed,  and  the  loss  in  this  blanch  ot 
the  business  is  consideralile;  and  as  it  benelits  no  inie  it  should  be  obviated  as  early  as  jiracticable.  The 
average  y\c\d  may,  at  the  [iresent  time,  be  about  sixty-two  per  cent. 

(Juaiiliti/  of  trail  produced. 

On  this  point  I  have  no  certain  information,  except  as  respects  the  jniblic  mmoa  under  teai^e;  iho 
amount  at  those  in  Missouri  during  1825  will  be  about  1,200,000  pounds;  all  others,  from  the  best  infornnition 
I  could  obtain,  about  three  millions;  at  Fever  river,  about  one  million;  in  all,  live  millions  two  hundred 
thousand  poun<ls,  which  is  not  one-half  the  amount  required  to  meet  the  demand  of  the  country,  (estimated 
at  twelve  millions.) 

Schoolcraft   has  estimated   the   amount  made   in   Missouri   from   1803  to  1818  at  hfty-live  millions  of 
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pounds;  from  1818  to  1824  at  least  four  millions  per  annum  has  been  made,  which  would  make  seventy- 
nine  millions  of  pounds  since  the  United  States  acquired  Louisiana.  If  we  take  one-half  of  this  amount 
as  the  produce  of  the  public  mines,  (certainly  a  very  low  estimate,)  one-tenth  of  it  as  a  rent  would  amount 
to  about  four  millions  (jf  pounds;  this,  at  the  present  time,  at  oj  cents,  would  amount  to  about  $220,000, 
or  eleven  tlunisand  dollars  per  annum,  which  has  been  lost  to  the  government.  In  1824  the  mines  of 
Missouri  paid  no  rent  to  the  United  States;  in  1825  about  $7,000  worth  of  lead  will  have  been  received; 
and  if  the  present  system  is  pursued  with  vigor,  in  1826  the  amount  will  be  more  than  double  that  of 
1825. 

Blanvfad lire  of  shot. 

On  the  top  of  the  rocky  cliffs  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  small  wooden  towers  are  erected,  and 
the  shot  are  formed  by  dropiung  to  the  foot  of  the  clifl';  a  small  building  is  here  erected  to  polish,  assort, 
&c.;  the  whole  expense  less  than  $1,500.  These  manufactories  can  supply  the  whole  country,  and  large 
quantities  for  exportation.  I  am  informed  that  neitlier  of  the  factories  could  obtain  sufficient  lead  during 
the  past  season,  the  demand  for  tiie  eastern  market  was  so  great. 

Frofils  to  smellers  and  miners. 

On  this  point  I  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  an  accurate  estimate;  the  smelters  are  unwilling  to  disclose 
the  amount  of  tlieir  profits;  the  data  I  have,  however,  will  afford  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  business. 

ISIO.  In  a  statement  furnished  by  th(3  late  Judge  Jones,  of  Potosi,  to  Mr.  Bates,  then  agent  for  the 
United  States,  we  find  the  following  calculation  of  the  cost  of  smelting  two  hundred  and  seventy  tons  of 
lead  ore,  viz: 

Wages  of  two  loc:  furnace  men,  seven  months,  at  $22  per  month $308 

Wages  of  one  chopper,  three  months,  at  .$15  per  mouth 45 

Provisions  for  the  above,  at  $6  per  month , 102 

Paid  for  building  log  furnace 60 

Paid  for  building  ash  furnace 100 

Wood  for  the  latter — 16  cords  for  every  five  tons  of  ore — 86  cords,  at  $1  50  per  cord 129 

AVages  of  six  hands,  three  weeks,  at  ash  furnace 112 

Hire  of  oxen,  cart,  and  driver,  four  months,  at  $1  50  per  daj' 168 

Tools,  liquor,  &c.,  &c 36 

1,060 

Or  about  §4  per  ton. 

This  estimate  is  predicated  on  the  smelting  of  only  210  tons  at  one  furnace  per  annum,  and  only  to 
be  charged  three  times  a  week.  At  present  it  is  calculated  that  five  men  can  smelt  at  least  500  tons  in  a 
year  at  one  furnace;  but  admitting  Judge  Jones'  estimate  of  $4  expense  on  smelting  each  ton,  the  profit 
will  be  as  follows: 

600  tons  of  ore  will  produce  at  least  300  tons  of  lead,  worth  at  Potosi  $110  per  ton $33,000 

The  dig-gcr  is  paid  at  tlie  rate  of  800  pounds  of  lead  for  each  ton  of  ore  delivered  to  the 

smelter;  this  at  $110  will   amount  to $22,000 

The  United  States  rent,  one-tenth  lead  made— 30  tons 3,300 

Expenses  of  smelting,  at  $4  per  t(jn 2,000 

. •      27,300 


Profit  to  smelter 5,700 


The  smelting  is  chiefly  performed  by  slaves.  It  is  sufficiently  obvious  that  the  smelter's  profits  are 
considerable,  from  the  eagerness  they  seek  to  obtain  the  ore.  The  above  statement  makes  the  profit  of  the 
smelter  a  little  upwards  of  $11  per  ton.  The  only  capital  invested  is  for  a  few  tools,  cart,  &c.  If  the 
smelter  pays  the  miner  money  for  his  ore,  and  ships  the  lead  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  he  generally  makes 
a  clear  protit  of  $20  per  ton  on  the  lead  by  the  shipment,  after  paying  freight  and  all  other  charges. 

Blinefs  profits. 

As  before  stated,  the  miner  or  digger  is  jiaid  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  weight  of  lead  for  each  ton 
of  ore  he  digs;  very  large  amounts  are  frequentlj'  earned  by  the  miners  in  a  little  time.  I  have,  myself, 
seen  common  laborers  earn  fifteen  dollars  in  a  day,  and  instances  are  frequent  where  much  larger  sums 
are  earned.  It  is  my  belief,  from  what  I  have  seen,  that  a  lainer  will  earn  at  least  a  dollar  a  day 
throughout  the  year;  and  this  is  also  the  opinion  of  others  who  have  resided  a  long  time  in  the  country. 
Schdiilcraft  states,  in  his  view,  &c.,  from  the  authority  of  those  long  conversant  in  the  business,  that  a 
miner  will  average  one  hundred  weight  of  ore  a  day  throughout  the  year;  this  would  be  $2  25.  But  let 
us  take  my  estimate  of  one  dollar,  and  what  part  of  the  United  States  affords  such  wages  to  laborers  ? 
Mr.  Austin  states  "it  was  not  uncommon  for  a  miner  (at  the  'new  diggings')  to  raise  from  $20  to  $60 
worth  of  ore  in  a  day." 

The  habits  of  the  miners  are  so  erratic  that  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  their  inimber;  from  the  best 
infiirmation,  I  am  induced  to  believe  about  two  thousand  persons  are  engaged  in  all  the  branches,  mining, 
smelting,  and  transporting;  a  part  of  their  time  is  devoted  to  farming. 

Tran.'ijyoiialion. 

Tlie  lead  is  transported  in  carts  and  wagons  to  the  river  Mississippi;  there  are  at  present  three 
places  of  depot:  St.  (jenevieve,  ilistant  from  Potosi  45  miles;  llcrculaneum,  distant  from  Potosi  36  miles; 
Clifl's  of  Selma,  distant  from  Potosi  33  miles. 
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The  roads  are  pretty  much  in  a  state  of  ikiIiut;  they  are  ahm--  the  ri(l.i;-es  ;iii.l  hi,;;-h  ■;-roniiils  uml  (he 
soil  is  generally  well  adaided  lor  ,L;'.iiid  mads.  1  luive  liefore  ol. served  Ihal  the  town  Of  I'otosi  is  ceritiiil 
as  respects  the  mines.  1  would  earnestly  reconunend  the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  present  xeai's 
rent  of  the  public  mines  to  niakinp;  a  good  road  from  Totosi  to  the  Mississippi.  It  will  faeilita'li'  the 
transportation  of  lead,  and  will  not  recpiire  a  large  snni  to  he  expended,  'i'he  eoinilr\-  is  poor,  ami  indi- 
viduals cannot  he  expected  to  do  much  towards  such  ohji'cts;  ami  it  would  ha\  <■  a  lieneticial  elfect  in 
many  respects. 

]'(ilu('  of  llic  Diiiicrul  liiiiil.-!  hi  thi'  fjin-crtunrnt. 

Upon  tliis  part  of  my  report  1  feel  somewhat  at  a  loss.  I  am  desirous  of  ikjI  overrating,  anil  yet  of 
giving  a  due  estimate;  a  few  facts  will  assist  in  elucidating  the  suhject. 

The  land  at  present  reserved  from  sale,  on  account  of  appearances  of  lead  ore,  may  lie  estimati'd  at 
150,000  acres.  The  amount  now  under  lease  is  ahout  '.>,('"''  acres,  leaving  unoccupied  141, OOO  acres.  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all  this  extent  of  surface  will  alforil  lead  ore  in  large  cpiantities;  hut  from  past 
experience,  from  similar  geological  and  mineralogical  featuri's,  wi'  know  tluit  it  will  alford  ore  moic  or 
less.  The  most  productive  mine  in  Missouri  (Shihboleth)  does  not  extend  over  nion.'  than  thirl  v  acres, 
and  none  of  the  shafts  or  pits  are  deeper  than  sixty  feet. 

The  mine  "  Ishmael,"  leased  to  the  late  Colonel  William  M.  Perry,  has  produced  ahont  a  million  of 
ore  in  a  j"ear.     This  does  not  cover  more  than  ten  acri's. 

The  "Pigeon  Roost"  mine,  leased  to  Mr.  S.  Perry,  will  produce  about  half  as  much  in  the  same  time. 
This  does  not  extend  over  more  i\\an  four  acres. 

These  two  mines  will  pay  a  rent  to  the  United  States  of  $5,000  worth  of  lead  the  fii-st  year. 

I  have  quoted  freely  from  the  late  Mr.  Austin's  report  to  Mr.  Meigs  on  the  subject  of  the  lead  mines 
because  I  found  his  statements  generally  correct,  and  some  of  his  lu'edictions  fulfilled  to  the  v<'ry  letter, 
and  because  ho  states  what  he  has  said  upon  mines  and  nuning  "  is  the  result  of  an  ex|ierience  of  twenty- 
five  years" — (eighteen  j^ears  in  Missouri.) 

With  respect  to  the  revenue  which  may  be  cxpecti'il  to  lie  derived  from  the  nnncs,  Mr.  Austin,  after 
noticing  two  or  three  in  particular,  observes,  "  all  the  other  mines  spoken  of  (thirty-three")  have  produced 
some  in  greater,  others  in  a  less  degree,  all  of  which  would,  under  proper  leases,  have  yielded  a  valuable 
revenue  to  the  government.  Taking  into  view  the  mines  now  opened,  and  such  as  undoubtedly 
will  be  opened,  under  a  regular  system,  the  revenue  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  raised  to  forty  or  fifty  tiiou- 
sand  dollars  per  annum;  as  the  population  increases  so  will  the  miners,  and,  consequently,  the  mines. 
But  you  are  to  understand  that  everything'  depends  upon  a  new  order  of  things.  Lessees  must  be  sup- 
ported in  the  quiet  possession  of  their  leases;  intruders  must  be  removed.  The  produce  of  leases  hereto- 
fore falls  so  far  short  of  what  I  have  stated  the  revenue  may  be  raised  to,  that  an  explanation  may  be 
expected.  In  the  first  place,  you  are  to  understand  that  lessees  under  the  government  have  not  been 
properly  supported  in  their  leases.  It  has  invariahly  been  the  case  that  they  have  been  involved  in  law- 
suits and  personal  vexation,  and  in  some  cases  the  leases  have  been  abandoned  altogether.  Secondly,  the 
leases  have  been  very  injudiciously  granted;  but  here  let  me  say  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  call  in 
question  the  good  intentions  of  the  public  agent,  (Mr.  Bates;)  there  is  no  man  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  government  for  whom  I  have  a  greater  respect,  and  to  whom  I  think  the  government  is  more 
indebted  for  faithful  services;  yet  I  am  compelled  to  say  that,  in  the  business  of  the  mines,  he  has  greatly 
misjudged,  in  leasing  all  the  public  mines  contained  in  this  report  to  a  man  whose  ability  does  not  extend 
to  the  working  of  more  than  one  with  energy.  It  therefore  results  that  every  miner  in  Washington 
county  must  become  tributary  to  this  "  farmer '"general,"  or  abandon  mining.  The  conseiiuence  of  this 
arrangement  is,  that  the  revenue  from  all  the  mines  is  not  greater  than  would  be  received  from  each  of 
them  divided  into  thirty  or  forty  leases.  So  long  as  such  a  state  of  thin,gs  exists  no  valuable  revenue 
can  be  expected.  These  observations  will  a]iply  to  all  the  mines.  Had  the  government  entered  into  a 
regular  system  of  leasing  and  working  the  mines  in  1S04  the  revenue  might  have  been  benefited  at  this 
time  not  less  than  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  At  that  time  there  were  no  intruders,  and  any 
system  the  government  had  deemed  expedient  would  have  been  acceptable,  provided  it  held  out  reason- 
able advantages,  but  will  now  be  attended  with  some  difficulty,  inasmuch  as  the  practice  of  trespasses 
has  been  so  long  continued  with  impunity  that  the  most  reasonable  restrictions  will,  I  am  apiirehensive, 
give  the  government  some  trouble;  but  once  established,  all  opposition  will  vanish.  Whatever  sj'stem 
the  United  States  may  think  proper  to  adopt  must  be  carried  into  execution  by  an  agent  at  the  mines." 

Again,  Mr.  Austin  states:  "  Were  the  government  to  say  they  would  take  $500  per  acre  for  mineral 
land,  few  men  would  be  willing  to  give  that  sum,  or  the  half  of  it;  and  yet  I  have  seen  fifty /«?e<  of  ground 
produce  that  amount  of  mineral  in  a  month  with  the  labor  of  two  or  three  miners;  and,  again,  tlie  same 
number  of  hands  may  labor  with  the  same  assiduitj'  and  not  make  over  common  wages.  From  this  state 
of  facts  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  their  value;  that  it  is  immense  no  one  will  deny;  nor  can  they  be 
exhausted  for  ages  if  properly  managed.  Nothing  is  wanting  to  make  them  productive  to  the  United 
States  but  a  judicious  system." 

The  discoveries  now  making  (1825)  arc  principally  upon  public  land.  The  terms  ofl'ered  by  th(> 
government  are  very  advantageous  to  the  lessees;  this  is  sufficiently  obvious  from  the  number  of  leases 
taken  in  so  short  a  time,  (thirty-four  in  one  year;)  the  great  number  of  applicants,  consisting  of  tiie  most 
respectable  inhabitants,  and  the  unremitting  activity  of  search  for  discoveries  of  ore. 

Individuals  are  now  certain  of  receiving  the  reward  of  their  exertions,  in  being  able  to  obtain  quiet 
possession  of  their  discoveries  under  a  lease,  and  if  unsuccessful  they  lose  but  their  time  and  labor,  as  no 
capital  is  required  under  the  present  system  of  working  the  mines.  In  this  manner  the  whole  mine  country 
will  be  searched;  a  full  development  of  the  extent  to  wdiich  lead  ore  exists  in  it  be  obtained;  a  large 
amount  of  lead  accrues  to  the  government,  (the  only  expense  a  few  contingencies,)  and  the  miners  and 
smelters  make  large  profits. 

It  has  been  frequently  urgeil  that,  were  the  mines  the  property  of  individuals,  they  would  be  better 
wrought  and  produce  more  lead.  I  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  that  opinion;  and  in  support  of  this  dissent 
would  remark  that  there  are  many  causes  operating  to  prevent  scientific  mining  in  Missouri  at  this  period. 

Fird.  The  absence  of  capital,  science,  and  practical  skill  in  the  art  of  mining. 

Second.  The  scarcity  and  high  price  of  labor. 

Third.  The  extreme  facility  of  obtaining  large  (quantities  of  ore  near  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
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Fouiih.  There  are  a  number  of  mines  private  property,  and  hav6  been  such  for  many  years,  and  yet 
they  are  not  better  wrought,  nor  do  tliey  produce  more  than  tlie  public  mines. 

Tliose  persons  who  lament  the  absence  of  regular  mining-  in  Mis.souri  will,  no  doubt,  be  pleased  to  hear 
that  for  the  quantum  of  labor  bestowed,  the  mines  of  Missouri  produce  more,  and  yield  greater  profits, 
than  any  mines  in  the  world,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  writers  on  the  subject  of  mining. 

Tlic  produce  of  the  mines  of  Missouri  is  about  $300,000  per  annum;  this  is  distributed  in  a  small 
district;  it  is  tiie  interest  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  not  one  dollar  is  invested  in  permanent  works.  A 
few  years  will  double  this  amount,  and  probably  triple  it. 

Fortunately  for  the  inhaliitants  of  the  mine  country,  the  lead  ore  is  found  in  large  quantities  near  the 
surface;  it  requires  no  deep  excavations  nor  expensive  works  so  long  as  these  beds  or  floats  of  ore  are  to 
be  found  near  the  top  of  the  earth.  The  miner  of  Missouri  will  make  large  wages;  and  from  the  quantity 
of  hind  which  remains  to  be  searched,  th(.'re  appears  to  be  no  cause  to  fear  that  deep  mining  must  be 
resorted  to  for  some  years  at  any  rate.  Tiie  miner,  working  on  his  own  risk,  seeks  the  ore  where  easiest 
obtained;  lie  understands  his  own  interest,  and  will  not  go  deep  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  without  an 
absolute  necessity  for  so  doing". 

In  estimating  the  value  t)f  mineral  lands,  we  should  ilever  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  surface 
only  which  is  producing  such  quantities  of  ore.  A  few  years  will  fully  develop  the  innneuse  value  of  the 
mine  country,  and  if  it  is  then  deemed  advisable  to  sell  it,  it  will  certainly  bring  more  money  than  at 
present;  anil"  in  the  meantime  the  government  will  accumulate  a  large  quantity  of  lead,  sutficient  for  its 
wants  for  man}-  years. 

Lead  mines  on  tlie  Ujipcr  ]\rississi2^pi,  at  the  Hirer  au  Fe.rre,  and  its  lieinili/. 

On  ascending  the  Mississippi  river  from  St.  Louis,  the  first  primitive  limestone  (in  which  the  lead  ore 
is  found)  I  observed  was  on  the  right  bank,  about  twenty  miles  above  Rock  island;  the  clitls  on  the  bank 
jiaving  hitherto  been  entirely  of  secondary  limestone,  containing  marine  remains  similar  to  that  at  St. 
Louis,  and  below  that  town. 

The  mineral  hills  are  observed  approaching  the  river  obliquely,  and  cross  it  extending  to  Illinois. 
From  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  I  am  induced  to  believe  this  chain  of  mineral  hills  extends  over 
the  country  watered  by  the  Gasconade,  northwest  of  Potosi,  crosses  the  3Iissouri  river  into  Calloway 
coimty,  (see  map,)  and  keeps  a  northerly  course,  crossing  the  rivers  Des  Moines  and  Iowa,  and  finally  the 
Mississippi,  above  Rock  island,  as  I  have  stated.  There  may  be  spurs  diverging  from  this  course,  but 
the  main  chain  will  be  found  as  I  have  stated. 

About  one  hundred  miles  above  Rock  island  (five  hundred  above  St.  Louis)  we  find  Apple,  Small- 
pox, Fever,  and  Sasinawa  rivers;  they  are  small  streams  of  pure  water,  fed  bj' living  springs.  In  this 
vicinity  are  the  lead  mines,  connnonly  termcKl  the  "  Fever  River  mines." 

These  mines  are  difl'erent  from  most  of  those  in  the  vicinity  of  Potosi.  The  ore  is  obtained  in  regular 
veins  in  the  rock,  and  generally  in  large  quantities  for  the  amount  of  labor  bestowed.  It  is  of  various 
qualities,  mostly  a  very  pure  galena,  free  from  any  foreign  matter  except  a  small  portion  of  iron;  there  is 
no  sulphate  of  barj'tes  whatever,  which  is  so  common  in  Missouri.  The  large  veins  of  ore  are  found 
running  almost  a  due  east  and  west  course;  there  are  smaller  ones  running  north  and  south;  so  that  in 
making'  searches  for  the  larg'e  veins,  the  small  ones  generally  yield  sufficient  to  pay  g-ood  wag-es  to  the 
miners.  When  the  large  veins  are  found  the  profit  is  inmiense.  The  smelters  have  paid  from  $500  to 
$3,000  for  these  discoveries  of  large  veins.  The  last  time  I  ascended  the  river  a  common  laborer  of  St. 
Louis  was  in  the  boat;  he  had  been  at  work  at  the  mines  less  than  two  months  when  he  made  a  discovery 
of  ore,  which,  it  has  been  reported  to  me,  he  sold  for  $1,300. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  broken  and  elevated,  generally  prairie;  there  is  some  excellent  land.  The 
diggings,  or  mines,  are  situated  from  one  to  ten  miles  from  the  River  au  Ferre,  where  the  furnaces  are 
established.  Fuel  is  easily  obtained  by  means  of  the  river.  The  smelting  establishments  are  immediately 
on  the  bank  of  Fever  river,  about  six  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  steamboats  which  ascend  the  Mississippi 
in  the  spring  of  the  j'ear  come  close  to  the  lead  furnaces,  and  keel  boats  at  all  seasons,  when  not  impeded 
by  ice.  Transportation  costs  less  from  the  Fever  River  mines  to  St.  Louis  than  from  the  mines  near  Potosi 
to  the  depots  on  the  Mississippi. 

There  were  about  thirty  miners  at  Fever  river  when  I  first  visited  them  in  March  last;  the  business 
was  laboring  under  some  embarrassments,  after  the  removal  of  which  the  number  of  miners  beg'an  to 
increase,  and  has  continued  to  do  so.  There  were  on  the  30th  of  September  last  upwards  of  one  hundred. 
I  am  fully  of  the  opinion  that  the  quantity  of  lead  made  in  1825  (about  a  million  of  pounds)  will  be  but 
about  half  the  amount  which  may  be  expected  in  182C. 

The  mines  are  near  the  nortli  boundary  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  it  is  doubtful  whether  thej'  are  within 
the  bounds  of  that  State  or  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  As  the  population  is  increasing,  civil  law  is 
requisite;  it  is,  therefore,  very  desirable  that  some  provision  be  made  for  running  this  part  of  the  boundary 
line  of  Illinois  and  Jlichigan. 

The  whole  vicinity  is  mineral  land,  and  it  is  said  to  continue  to  the  Wisconsin  river,  about  one 
hundred  miles  from  Fever  river. 

Dubukc's  celebrated  mines  are  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  aljout  fifteen  miles  from 
Fever  river;  the  geological  appearances  of  which  are  precisely  the  same.  Dubukc's  mines  are  wrought 
for  a  short  period  of  the  year  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  who  derive  much  benefit  from  them  in  trading 
the  ore  to  the  white  smelters.  The  squaws  are  the  principal  miners,  and  they  frequently  smelt  the  ore  in 
small  temporary  furnaces  erected  at  the  side  of  a  bank  of  earth.  They  invariably  obtain  more  metallic 
lead  than  the  whites  from  the  first  process,  (the  log  furnace;)  the  cause  is  sufficiently  obvious;  the  whites 
apply  too  great  a  fire  when  first  lighting  up  the  furnace. 

1  was  not  enabled  to  visit  the  mineral  lands  in  the  district  of  Shawneetown,  Illinois,  but  propose 
to  do  so  in  the  spring.     The  reservations  there  were  made  by  the  surveyors,  and  are  considerable. 

^  With  respect  to  the  specimens  of  minerals,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  them  to  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point.     The  collection  is  small,  but  I  propose  to  continue  it. 

Concluding  obsei'vations. 

_  In  rellecting  on  tlie  measures  of  the  government  with  respect  to  the  public  mines,  wo  should  view  the 
subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  we  will  then  find  that,  so  far  from  the  system  of  leasing  being  based  upon 
narrow  pecuniary  views,  it  is  the  reverse. 
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Fir^t.  As  II  part  of  the  g-oneral  sy.'^tom  fjf  prcitOL-tiiii;-  doinestic  rosources,  the  duty  nu  lead  iiuportcd 
from  abroad  was  doubled  iji  the  tarilVof  1S24.  Tliis  onabJed  llic  iniiurs  and  smelters  ("if  Missouri  to  outer 
into  competition  with  the  foreio-n  lead,  and  tliey  will  cvi'ntnally  drive  it  from  the  market,  Tliat  surh  is 
the  case  the  following-  faets  will  prove:  Previous  to  the  new  taritf,  h'ad  was  selling-  at  four  cents  :it  lh<^ 
depots  in  Jlissouri;  (Ui  the  passage  of  the  tarilT  bill  it  rose  to  live  cents  per  ]i<jnnd,  and  lias  since  "■]-:iduallv 
risen  to  six  and  a  quarter  cents,  its  present  price;  and  such  is  tlie  constant  deniami  in  llie  .\il:uitic  rilics 
tliat  the  manufactories  of  .sliot  have  not  been  able  to  procure  enough  lead  [ui  llercuiaueum,  \'i'.)  'i'liis  is- 
occasioned  by  tiie  profit  on  siiipping  lead  to  the  Allaiitii-  cities,  rdfonliiig-  a  profil,  ni  the  present  prices,  of 
twenty  dollars  per  ton.  It  would  be  supposed  the  foreign  lead  eould  now  be  inlinihiced,  as  the  rise'  in 
price  is  more  tlian  the  increase  of  duty;  this  undoubtedly  wouhl  be  tlie  case,  iiut  lea<l  lias  risen  in  Ein-opu 
also.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  ])roposing-  in  Parliament  during-  th(!  past  year  to  rcduvr. 
the  duty  on  lead  imported  into  Great  Britain,  gave  as  a  reason  that  the  rise  in  [irice  was  equal  to  the 
proposed  reduction — one  cent  per  pound. 

Second.  The  miners  and  smelters  of  lead  having  a  protecting-  duly  of  twenty-iive  percent,  (tlie  duty 
is  two  cents,  and  lead  is  now  eight  cents  per  pound.)  and  are  oidy  charged  a  rent  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
public  mines.  It  is  not  pro]ioscd  to  increase  this  n'ut,  but  surely  complaints  of  the  terms  come  with  an 
ill  grace,  when  it  is  seen  that  the  rent  is  but  two-fifths  of  the  amount  of  tiie  protecting-  duty.  The  whole 
mine  country  is  thrown  open  and  evt'ry  inhabitant  can  olitain  a  lease. 

TJiird.  Were  the  government  to  prohibit  working:  the  public  mines  under  leases,  and  ofl'er  the  mines 
for  sale,  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  district,  who  are  destitute  of  capital,  coidd  ni.it  of  course  bo  the 
purchasers.  It  would  be  the  large  capitalists  of  other  sections  who  would  liecome  the  owners,  and  the 
present  inhabitants  would  have  to  labor  on  such  terms  as  the  projirietors  chose  to  allijrd.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  terms  as  liberal  as  those  of  the  g-overnment  would  bo  given  by  individuals.  Of  tliis  fact 
if  I  am  not  in  error,  tlie  present  i)opulation  of  the  mine  district  are  becoming-  aware;  they  are  certain  of 
obtaining-  leases  on  liberal  terms  from  the  United  States,  but  they  are  by  no  means  certain  that  thoi  would 
obtain  the  mines  if  otl'ered  for  sale. 

Viewing-  the  present  system  of  leasing  the  public  lead  mines  as  a  part  of  the  great  jilan  of  developing- 
the  resources  of  our  country,  and  keeping-  the  foreigner  from  competing  with  our  own  citizens,  is  a  correct 
and  fair  view  of  the  case.  It  is  certain  that  if  the  duty  on  lead  had  not  been  increased  in  1824  the  Missouri 
lead  could  not  keep  the  foreign  lead  out  of  the  market;  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  amount  which 
would  have  accrued  to  the  treasury  on  the  foreig-n  lead  is  more  than  the  rent  received  from  the  public 
mines,  and,  consequently,  the  difference  is  paid  to  the  minors  and  smelters  of  ^Missouri. 

MARTIN  THOMAS,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Arfdlern,  on  ordnance  duhj. 

Col.  George  Bouford,  United  Slates  Ordnance. 
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APPLICATION  OP  LOUISIANA  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  TIIE  PARISH  OF  PLAQUEMINES, 

IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMJIl'XICATED   TO    TIIE    SEX.VTE    FEBRL'ARY  22,  1826. 

EESOLUTION. 

Eesolved  by  tJie  aenateand  house  of  rejjrcscntatiecs  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  general  assemhlj/ convened, 
That  the  senators  of  this  State  in  Congress  be  required,  and  our  representatives  invited,  to  solicit  the 
general  government  to  grant  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  a  lot  of  ground  measuring 
tliree  hundred  feet  square,  together  with  the  brick  building  thereon,  for  the  reception  of  a  parish  court, 
and  for  the  keeping  of  a  public  school  in  said  parish:  which  lot  of  ground  formed  a  part  of  the  cj^uaran- 
tine  ground  established  in  the  said  parish  in  the  year  1818. 

A.  B.  ROMAN,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

H.  S.  THIBODAUX,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  January  12,  1826 


H.  JOHNSON,  Goeernor  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana 


19th  Congress.J  No.   5(73.  [IstSessiom. 

LAND    CLAIMS    IN    EAST    FLORIDA. 

COlniVXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OE    EEPEESEXTATIVKS    FEBRCAnY    23,    1826. 

j  Treasury  Dep.irtment,  Februarjj  21,  1826. 

i  Sib:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  instant,  directing-  the 

I       Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  to  the  House  copies  of  the  registers  or  abstracts  of  the  claims 
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to  lands  in  East  Florida,  lately  deposited  in  this  department  by  the  commissioners  of  that  district,  under 
the  quantity  of  three  tliuu.sand  five  hundred  acres,  with  the  g-eneral  report  of  said  commissioners,  con- 
taining their  reasons  for  the  adrnissiun  or  rejection  of  the  said  claims,  and  full  copies,  with  the  evidence 
and  decision  of  all  claims  over  tliat  (juantity  whicli  have  been  made  and  lately  deposited  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  I  iiave  the  honor  to  transmit  lierewitli  copies  of  the  lollowing  documents,  to  wit: 

L  The  abstracts  of  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners,  numbered  from  1  to  10,  inclusive. 

2  Tlie  evidence  transmitted  in  cases  exceeding  3,500  acres,  referrii]g  to  abstract  No.  3,  and  num- 
bered 1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  G,  1,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  25,  20. 

3.  The  evidence  (nuniliered  11)  in  the  case  of  Francis  P.  Fatio  ct  «/.,  lately  deposited  in  the  depart- 
ment, but  referrin,^  to  abstract  No.  5,  printed  among  the  documents  of  Congress,  with  the  report  from 
this  department  dated  February  21,  1825.* 

4.  The  reports  of  the  commissioners  dated  January  1,  1826,  and  31st  of  the  same  month. 

I  luive  the  honor  to  be,  witii  great  respect,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH, 
lion,  tiit'  SrE.\KEU  of  III''  IJ'ime  of  llepresmiaUces. 


St.  Augustine,  January  1,  182G. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  report  the  claims  to  lands  in  East  Florida,  accompanying  this  communication,  have 
been  investigated  and  decided  on  liy  the  commissioners.  With  tlie  greatest  diligence  and  industry,  our 
secretary,  and  the  two  additional  clerks  appointed  by  authority  of  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  liave' 
not  been  able  to  translate  and  copy  the  whole  of  the  claims  filed  before  us.  There  now  remain  to  be 
acted  on  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  documents  now  forwarded,  you  will  readily  perceive  that  no  want  of  indus- 
try has  been  manifested  by  the  officers  of  the  board.  We  last  year  urged  the  propriety  of  our  being 
allowed  by  Congress  the  privilege  of  employing  clerks  and  translators  at  discretion,  at  a  rate  for  every 
hundred  words  written  or  translated.  This,  however,  was  denied,  and  hence  the  business  before  the 
commission  is  not  yet  completed. 

For  the  principles  on  which  the  board  have  acted,  they  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  former  reports  made 
by  this  board,  as  they  have  not  in  any  material  degree  varied  from  them  in  the  cases  now  reported. 

Register  No.  9  embraces  a  class  of  cases  differently  situated  in  some  respects  from  any  yet  reported; 
for  at  the  time  of  the  cession  they  were  not  found  amongst  the  records  of  the  government,  the  only  proper 
place  for  them.  Those  circumstances  have  in  some  cases  been  explained,  or  an  effort  at  explanation  has 
been  attempted,  that  tiie  evidence  introduced,  although  perfectly  competent  by  the  legal  rules  of  evidence, 
we  feel  bound  to  say  that  it  has  not  always  been  of  tliat  clear,  disinterested  character  which  is  calculated 
to  carry  conviction  to  the  mind.  Most  if  not  all  the  witnesses  have  been  interested  in  the  principle  to 
be  dicided,  although  not  interested  in  the  particular  case  before  the  board.  We  have  forwarded  the  testi- 
mony as  nearly  in  tiie  plirascology  of  the  witnesses  as  practicable.  To  that  testimony,  and  that  which 
relates  to  Tomas  do  Aguiiar,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  we  beg  leave  particularly  to  refer. 
The  cases  wiiicii  have  been  reported  as  finally  acted  upon,  the  commissioners  have  been  as  particular  as 
the  reason  of  the  cases  would  justify,  and  have  generally  demanded  strict  proof  of  the  right  of  the  party, 
so  far  as  the  United  States  are  interested;  but  in  the  deraigmnent  of  title  we  have  not  been  particular,  as 
our  decisions  can  in  no  case  jprejudice  the  rights  of  individual  claimants;  and  where  a  clear,  C(iuitable 
right  against  the  United  States  has  been  proved  by  one  claimant,  we  have  considered  ourselves  at  liberty 
to  relax  on  the  rules  in  behalf  of  a  second  claimant  ibr  the  same  land;  otherwise  (if  our  decisions  be  correct) 
we  might  have  done  justice,  but  would  not  have  given  public  satisfaction. 
We  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  most  obedient  servants. 


DAVIS  FLOYD. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 


Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


STATEMENT. 


Claims  remaining-  in  the  office  not  yet  translated 295 

Claims  translated,  but  not  prepared,  because  the  claimants  have  not  adduced  their  testimony.  . . .  176 

Donation  claims  undecided 37 

British  claims  undecided 20 


Total  claims  in  the  office 528 


Recapitulation  of  claims  acted  on  this  session. 

Confirmed,  under  1,000  acres 173 

Reported  for  confirmation,  (jver  1,000  acres 10 

Reported  under  the  donation  act 13 

Confii'inod  under  the  donation  act ^ 10 

Rejected ...............]..... 21 


227 
Undefined  in  quantity,  and  reported   6 


233 


'This  eviJcnoc  will  be  foiind  in  No.  454,  succeeding  said  abstract  No.  5. 
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A\'Asmxi;Ti)\.  .lanmirii  ?,\ ,  is^r,. 

The  nndorsig-nod  roininissioiiors  for  ascorlaiiiiiij;- claiins  ami  tillos  to  laiuls  in  Kasl  Flm-iila  riMinvt 
that,  in  the  discliarf;-c  of  tlic  duties  assij;'nod  fheiu,  llicy  iiavcexaiuined  and  dispuscd  nt"  llic  claims  Iktimu 
sot  fiiiili,  in  the  manner  and  upnn  the  priiieiples  cxhiliiteil  in  tlir  fiilhiwin;^-  nine  eias.scs,  nnnni  irally 
ai'ran,t;'e(L 

Number  one  is  a  cLiss  ef  (daims,  as  pcM'  r(\i;'islcr  li-ansmitte(|  herewith,  (d  hinds  not  exeecdino-  ,"5,500 
acres  in  quantity,  and  ^Yhieh  liave  been  conlirmed  by  the  lioard.  Tliis  class  ol'  claims  is  founded  nn  roval 
titles  and  on  concessions,  some  ol'  which  are  unconditiomil  and  others  conditional.  A  myid  title  is  the 
liig-hest  ofiler  (if  title  known  by  any  law,  usage,  (U-  [irinci|ih>  in  the  province  of  Fast  Fl.ii-idu.  'I'ill.'Sdl' 
this  description  were  desio-ned  to  convey  the  lee  simple  to  the  granlee;  they  w-vn-  \isnaily  made  bv  the 
acting  governors  of  the  province  in  the  name  of  ihr'  King;  they  recileil  the  grant  t'l  be  in  "  perpei  nitv," 
and  also  the  specific  metes  and  bounds  of  tin'  land,  although  it  is  bi'lie\ed  llieie  were  a  few  exceptions. 
This  title  may  l)e  said  to  correspond  in  i  haracter  with  that  ol'  a  |iatent  issue. I  by  uur  goveiiimenl.  Con- 
cessions without  Condition  are  understood  to  dill'er  from  a  royal  title  oidy  in  this,  that  niost  of  the  latter 
recite  the  metes  and  bounds,  whereas  the  unconditional  cnucessien,  although  didinite  in  quantity  ami  loca- 
tion of  the  land,  is  still  subject  to  a  survey  wdn'ch,  when  made,  was  fullowi'd  up  by  maturing  the  coni'c^ssion 
l>y  a  royal  title.  In  concessions  with  conditions  it  was  .always  expecteil  by  the  ."Spanish  authorities  that 
the  grantee  was  to  comply  with  them,  and  not  until  then  could  he  obtain  a  royal  title;  yel,  on  [iroof  of 
conditions  performed,  it  is  Ixdievcd  that  they  wcic  nevia-  very  rigorous.  Orders  for  survey  were  generally 
predicated  upon  concessions  previously  gianted,  yet  a  f'w  have  come  before  the  board  that  were  not,  but 
were  made  by  the  deputj'  govermn-  (^as  .slated  in  his  testimony)  by  virtue  of  a  verbal  order  of  the  gov- 
ernor. In  no  case,  however,  has  the  (inantity  t'xceeded  640  acres,  whicli  has  been  conrniiied;  and  then 
not  until  the  document  proved  that  the  grantee  had  been  in  the  actual  possession  and  cultivation  of  the 
land  at  and  before  February  22,  ISI 9.  In  deciding  on  the  cases  comprehended  in  this  (dass  the  board 
have,  in  all  cases  of  royal  titles  ami  concessions  without  condition,  where  the  documents  were  found 
amongst  the  archives  of  the  country,  ami  no  allegations  on  the  jKirt  of  the  United  States  appearing- 
against  them,  considered  themselves  bnund  to  grant  certificates  of  confirmation  to  the  claimants;  and 
iu  all  cases  exceeding  1,000  acres,  and  not  exceeding  3,500,  whore  the  jiarties,  in  addition  to  the 
preceding  qualifications,  proved  that  they  were  in  the  actual  possessi.in  and  cultivation  of  the  land  ;it  the 
time  of  the  cession,  the  board  have  also  considered  themselves  bound  to  gnant  certificates  of  confirmation, 
as  well  as  in  the  cases  of  concession  with  condition,  where  the  claimants,  in  ailditiou  to  the  (pialilications 
mentioned,  proved  also  tho  conditions  to  have  been  substantially  performed. 

Number  two  comprises  claims  not  exceeding-  3,500  acres,  which,  although  fnuid  to  be  valid  Spaiush 
g-rants,  j-ct  have  not  been  confirmed  from  the  want  of  proof  of  actual  jiossession  and  cultivation  at  the 
time  of  the  cession.     They  consist  of  royal  titles  and  concessions,  as  in  class  No.  1 

Number  three  comprehends  claims  exceeding  3,500  acres,  the  titles  to  which  were  found  amongst  the 
public  archives  of  the  country,  and  are  ascertained  by  tlie  commissioners  to  be  valid  Spanish  grants,  and 
reported  accordingly  to  Congress  for  confirmation.  On  this  class  the  commissioners  think  it  necessary  to 
remark  that,  tdthough  the  subject  has  continued  to  iMigage  their  attention,  they  have  perceived  no  prin- 
ciple calculated  materially  to  alter  their  rules  of  adjudication  as  set  forth  in  their  first  report.  From  the 
most  correct  information  they  have  received,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  rules  fiu-  granting  lands  were, 
iri  East  Florida,  different  from  those  in  the  other  Spanish  provinces.  In  East  Florida  the  governors  seem 
to  have  exercised  a  discretion  in  granting  lands  for  various  purposes  to  all  such  as  made  application  for 
them;  but  the  commissioners  liave  been  much  perplexed  in  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  limit  of  their 
authority;  hitherto  their  researches  have  been  in  vain.  That  this  discretionary  power  was  uniformly 
exercised  by  the  governors  is  clearly  to  be  inferred  from  their  own  acts;  for  the  first  govermjr  after  the 
cession  of  the  province  in  1783  made  no  g-raiits  of  lands,  or  but  few,  and  those  only  in  small  quantities. 
The  one  wdio  succeeded  him  (Ciovenior  tiuesada)  established  and  published  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
distribution  of  the  public  lands,  iine  of  v>-hich  was  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner,  who,  with  the 
assistance  of  a  surveyor,  was  specially  intrusted  with  the  distribution  of  the  puljlic  lands.  This  they  did 
in  the  following  proportions:  to  the  heads  of  family  100  acres,  and  to  each  other  member,  of  whatever 
age,  sex,  or  color,  50  acres.  Nevertheless,  it  is  found  that  Governor  Quesada  made  grants  in  violation  of 
these  rtdes.  His  successor  (Governor  White)  established  rules  differing  from  those  of  Quesada,  and 
reduced  the  quantity  to  be  given  to  the  heads  and  other  members  of  a  family,  and  added  the  condition  of 
ten  years'  possession  before  the  party  should  be  entitled  to  a  royal  title;  and  ^Vllite  also  is  found  to 
deviate,  in  some  cases,  from  the  rules  established  by  himself,  as  well  as  those  of  Quesada.  There  is  also 
a  peculiarity  in  the  phraseology  of  a  royal  title;  in  all  the  grants  of  this  nature  tlie  legfil  right  to  grant 
the  lands  is  asserted,  from  wliich  it  is  clearly  to  lie  inferred  that  the  governors  considered  themselves 
entitled  to  and  did  exercise  a  discretionary  power  to  grant  the  public  lands  to  those  who  might  make 
application  for  tliem  in  such  quantities  as  they  ci.mceived  might  tend  most  to  encourage  the  population 
and  improvement  of  the  countiy.  By  examining  the  correspondence  between  the  King  and  the  inteudants, 
it  will  be  found  that  they  w<.'re  iiarticularly  charged,  and  especially  in  East  Florida,  to  promote  tlie  popu- 
lation and  improvement  of  the  province  by  all  the  prudential  means  in  their  power.  To  this  end  the 
commissi(.iners  find  all  the  governors  giving  grants  of  land  fi.ir  the  declared  iiur|joses  of  agriculture,  pas- 
turage, grist  and  saw  mills,  as  well  as  indemnity  for  losses,  and  for  military  services,  each  of  which  seem 
to  be  embraced  in  the  discretionary  exercise  of  gubernatorial  power.  The  commissioners  trace  tliis  exer- 
cise, with  a  few  exceptions,  up  to  the  year  1814,  aliout  which  period,  whether  from  a  change  of  policy  as 
applicable  exclusively  to  the  province  or  connected  with  an  expected  transfer  to  tin-  I  nited  States,  a 
practice  of  distribution  was  introduced  uifl'ering  from  the  former  in  the  magnitude  i^f  the  grant.s.  Some 
of  these  grants  favor  the  belief  that  the  gratification  of  individual  cupidity  may  have  had  some  influence 
in  their  formation,  but  how  far  they  comport  with  tlje  laws  of  Spain  and  are  entitled  to  confirmation  the 
commissioners  submit  to  the  superior  kmjwledge  of  Congress.  There  is  one  rule  which  the  commissioners 
suppose  it  would  not  bo  unreasonable  to  apply  in  the  adjustment  of  those  claims.  In  cases  where  an 
application  shall  have  been  made  for  a  grant  of  land  as  a  remuneration  f'r  services,  or  other  object 
embraced  in  the  policy  of  the  government,  and  the  grant  shall  have  been  made  accordingly,  if  the  same 
individual  shall  have  made  a  second  aiiidication  for  remuneration  for  the  same  services,  it  would  be  no 
more  than  just  to  suppose  that  tho  first  concession  was  full  and  amide,  unless  otherwise  recited  in  the 
grant  itself,  and  that  the  subsequent  grant  was  an  assumption  of  power  not  warranted  by  the  laws  and 
usages  nor  the  policy  of  the  government. 
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Xumltcr  four  comprehends  claims  under  the  donation  act  of  May,  1824,  and  not  exceeding  640  acres, 
and  which  have  been  confirmed  bv  the  board  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  the  claimant  was  twenty-one 
j-ears  oi'  age,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  that  he  had  never  received  any  written  evidence  of  title  from 
either  the  British  or  Spanisli  governments  <y  East  Florida;  and  furthei more,  that  he  was  actually  settled 
on  and  cultivating  the  land  at  and  previous  to  February  22,  1819,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
said  act. 

Number  five  com])ri8es  a  class  of  claims  reported  1o  Congres.s  on  the  gr(jund  that  the  settlements 
were  made  between  February  27,  I8l'.»,  and  July  17,  1821,  tiie  time  of  the  change  of  government,  and 
originating  under  the  aforesaid  donation  act. 

Number  six  comiirehends  claims  derived  from  the  Spanish  govcnnnent  by  written  evidence,  and  which 
have  been  ascertained  to  be  valid  Spanish  grants,  and  have  been  reported  to  Congress  on  the  ground  that 
tluy  were  undefined  in  (juantity. 

'  Number  seven  comprises  claims  hot  exceeding  :!,.500  acres,  founded  on  Britisli  grants,  which  have 
been  recognized  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  confirmed  by  the  board  upon  jiroof  of  such  recognition; 
and  in  cases  overl.OUO  acres,  on  proof  of  actual  occui>atiou  and  cultivation. 

Number  ci"-lit  is  a  register  of  town  lots  and  out-lots,  founded  on  actual  occupation  and  cultivation 
previous  to  February  22,  1819,  -and  wliich  liave  been  confirmed  upon  proof  that  they  were  actually  in 
possession  at  and  previous  to  the  aforesaid  day,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  government. 

Number  nine  is  a  class  of  claims  difi'ering  from  all  the  others  in  an  apparent  want  of  formality.  The 
other  claims  were  authenticated  by  documentary  evidence  filed  in  the  office,  and  were  entitled  to  all  the 
legal  presumption  in  their  favor  wliich  applies  to  records  in  our  government;  but  the  claims  of  this  class 
were  found  in  the  ])ossession  of  the  claimants,  and  without  any  trace  of  evidence  in  the  archives;  and  this 
circumstance,  coupled  with  the  'equivocal  character  of  the  officer  who  verifies  them,  casts  a  shade  of 
suspicion  over  the  whole.  In  the  investigation  of  these  claims  the  commissioners  have  required  the 
parties  to  show  reasons  why  they  were  not  on  file  in  the  archives,  as  wejl  as  to  prove  the  execution;  but 
from  the  interested  character  of  the  witnesses  produced,  the  evidence  on  these  points  has  been  hitherto 
inconclusive.  Thinking  it  probable,  however,  that  some  if  not  many  of  these  claims  are  good  and  valid, 
and  being  informed  by  the  parties  of  their  ability  to  remove  the  suspicion,  the  commissioners  have  thought 
it  due  to  justice  that  their  opinion  bo  suspended,  and  that  a  reasonable  time  should  be  afl'ordod  for  the 
production  of  testimony. 

With  the  outline  aiforded  by  the  preceding  classification,  the  commissioners  transmit  the  documentary 
evidence,  and  their  opinions  thereon  in  each  case,  in  detail.  This  arrangement  of  their  opinion  was  sug- 
gested by  the  act  by  which  the  board  was  created,  which  dictated  a  minute  transcript  and  investigation 
of  the  records,  and  a  periodical  accountaljility  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  it  was  further 
enforced  by  the  necessity  of  adjudicating  on  jjrinciples  betw'een  which  no  summaiy  can  afford  an  absolute 
or  definitive  line  of  demarcation;  and  if  the  documents  transmitted  should  be  considered  voluminous,  it 
will  at  the  same  time  be  perceived  that  the  features  of  the  claims  are  various,  and  that  the  commissioners, 
in  their  operations,  have  been  guided  by  the  injunctions  of  the  law.  These  operations  have  been  retarded 
by  the  labor  which  was  unavoidable  in  translating  and  transcribing  the  original  grants  and  mesne  con- 
veyances, and  the  inadequate  assistance  afforded  by  the  employment  of  three  clerks,  for  which  number 
only  the  law  provides. 

The  operations  of  the  board,  independently  of  those  contained  in  the  first  report,  have  resulted  in  the 
confirmation  of  320  claims,  in  the  rejection  of  61,  and  in  a  reference  to  Congress  of  88.  Besides  these 
claims,  there  are  528  undetermined,  of  which  233  are  held  under  advisement  for  further  proof,  and  295, 
although  filed,  have  not  been  matured  to  translation;  and  the  commissioners,  being  sensible  that  the  public 
interest  demands  an  acceleration  of  the  adjustment  of  these  claims,  have  to  suggest,  as  a  mean  of  pro- 
moting this  object,  that  the  work  of  transcribing  and  translating  be  performed  for  a  j;/'o  rata  compensation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVIS  FLOYD. 
W.  n.  ALLEN. 

Hon.  IIicinuD  llusn,  Secretary  of  the  Trramnj. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Floyd,  having  addressed  the  above  letter  to  you  previous  to  my  arrival 

at  Washington,  and  approving  highly  of  its  remarks  in  general  on  the  different  abstracts,  I  have  signed 

,the  letter,  without  requiring  any  alteration;  but,  of  course,  I  should  not  be  considered  as  participating  in 

such  remarks  on  abstract  No.  3  as  are  only  applicable  to  the  cases  acted  on  by  him  and  Mr.  Blair  previous 

to  my  being  a  member  of  the  board. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  II.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  i;icH.\RD  Rush,  Hecretari/  cf  the  Treasunj. 
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REPOIJT  No.  4. 

RegMer  of  claimi<  to  land,  not  exceeding  ><ix  hundred  and  for hj  acres,  founded  on  aclual  inhahilaJion  and  cid- 
tivatum  prei-iouK  to  February  2-2,'lHl9,  for  lehich  cerlificales  of  confirmation  hace  been  granted  by  the 
undersigned  coniinissioners. 


No. 


Names  of  cinimanb;. 


I'Vancis  Woods  .. .. 

Mi^'iiel  I'apy 

Ceorge  (;iaiiople  . ., 
John  D.  Braddnok  . 

Tolly  Lewis 

I'edro  Meslre 

James  Ilayeii 

Mrs.  llugen 

Joiiatlian  Lewis  , .. 
Traiikce  Lewis 


Age. 


Jicres. 
640 
C40 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


North  side  Mills' swamp 

Dec]»  creek,  St.  John's  river 

Headwaters  of  Bogi^y  swamp 

Road  leading  from  Rox's  Bliitf 

South  of  river  Miami 

Head  of  the  North  nver 

North  Miami  river,  Cape  Florida. 
South  Miami  river,  Cape  P'lorida. 

Near  Cape  Florida 

New  river.  Cape  Florida 


Oceupation  and  culti- 
vation. 


From- 


1819 
1819 
1810 
1805 
1818 
1810 
1810 
1813 
17% 


1635 
1895 
1824 
1825 
1825 
1825 
1825 
1825 
1835 


All  of  u  hieli  is  respectfully  suhmrtted. 


St.  Augustine,  Z)e(.emier  31 ,  1825. 


REPORT  No.  5. 


DAVIS  FLOYD. 
GEORGE  MURRAY. 
W.  II.  ALLEN. 


Register  of  cJaimii  to  land,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  founded  on  actual  inhohifation  and  cul- 
tivation pj-emous  to  July  n,  1821,  ichich  the  commisdoners  report  to  Congress  for  confirniatinn. 


Names  of  claimants. 


Dorcas  Black 

John  R.  Ilogan.-: 

Levi  Sparknian 

John  D.  Blodwonli  . . . 
Heirs  of  John  Carter.. 

Isaac  Carter 

Daviil  Scurrj'* 

John  Brindley 

Jolni  Oliver 

Jos6  Papy 

Andres  Pa[)y 

Henry  Heartly 

William  Branning  . . . , 


Jicrei. 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


On  road  leading  to  Jacksonville 

Nurth  side  of  river  St.  John's 

Little  Trout  creek 

Deadnian's  swamp 

Soutli  side  of  Trout  creek 

Ruad  from  Jacksonville  to  Camp  Pinckney 

Nortli  side  St.  John's  river 

North  side  Black  creek 

East  side  of  Dunn's  lake 

East  of  Picolata  fort,  St.  John's 

Twelve  miles  south  of  St.  Augustine 

St.  John's  county 

South  side  Black  creek 


Occupation 

and  culti- 

vation. 

From— 

To- 

1821 

1825 

1820 

1825 

1820 

1825 

1820 

1825 

1820 

1825 

1820 

1825 

1819 

1825 

1819 

1825 

1818 

1825 

1819 

1825 

1819 

1825 

1819 

1&35 

1817 

1825 

*  This  claim  has  been  rejected,  but  inserteil  by  mistake. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


St.  Ai-'ousTiNE,  Decemher  31,  1825. 


DAVIS  FLOYD. 

GEORGE  MURRAY. 
W.  II.  ALLEN. 
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Minutes  of  the  board  of  land  commissioners. 

District  of  East  Florid.\,  St.  Acgustine,  Monday,  Maivh  28,  1825. 

Pur.suant  to  an  act  of  Conjjress  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  settlement  of  private 
land  claiiiifi  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,"  passed  March  3,  1825,  the  board  met  this  day— present,  the 
Hons.  Davis  Floyd,  Geo.  Murray,  and  Will.  H.  Allen — and  proceeded  to  open  their  session  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  assi,y-ned  to" their  office.  Whereupon,  it  was  resolved  that  Thomas  Murphy  and  Lewis 
Huguon  be  appointed  assistant  clerks  to  this  board,  pursuant  to  the  said  act. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  secretary  of  this  board  cause  to  be  inserted  in  the  East  Florida  Herald  an  adver- 
tisement, stating  that  the  board' will  meet  daily  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  board  having  directed  the  clerks  to  proceed  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  adjourned  until 
Tuesday  next,  the  5th  of  Ajiril,  at  10  o'clock  a.  in. 

Tuesday  Ajjril  5,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

The  claimants  not  being  sufficiently  advised  of  the  reorganization  of  the  board,  the  same  was  adjourned 
until  Monday  next,  the  11th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  A2}ril  11,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

The  following  claims  were  this  day  taken  up  and  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz: 

Jose  Sanchez,  two  liundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  Hilsboro'  river,  to  the 
south  of  the  old  town  of  Smyrna.  K.  McHardy's  trustee,  one  thousand  acres  situated  at  Tomoka.  Jno. 
Christopher,  five  hundred  acres,situated  on  the  river  Nassau.  Farquhar  Bethune,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
acres  situated  on  the  Halifax  river,  Mosquito. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  April  12,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

The  following  claims  were  this  day  taken  up  by  the  board  and  confirmed,  viz: 

Prudence  Plummer,  three  hundred  and  fifty  and  a  third  acres  situated  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's 
river.  Charles  Seton,  six  hundred  acres  situated  in  Samide's  swamp,  river  Nassau.  John  Floyd's  heirs, 
two  hundred  acres  situated  on  the  North  river.  Theresa  Marshall's  heirs,  five  hundred  and  thirty-three 
and  a  third  acres  situated  at  Santa  Teresa,  North  river.  Eobert  Pritchard's  heirs,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  situated  at  Jacksonville,  St.  John's  river.  John  Houston,  one  hundred  acres  situated  on  Talbot 
island. 

David  S.  H.  Miller  vs.  The  L'nited  States,  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  S.  John's,  near  the  Cowford.  This  case  being  called,  permission  was  granted  to  amend  the 
memorial,  and  tli#  board  confirmed  the  same  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Francis  Bagle_y. 

Charles  Seton  vs.  The  United  States,  for  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Nassau  river. 
The  board  took  up  this  case,  and  recommended  the  same  for  confirmation. 

Manuel  Solana  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confii-mation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  McCullough's  creek,  St.  John's  river;  which  is  ordered  to  be  filed. 

James  Plunnner  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres  of  land  situated  on  Will's  creek,  with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  for 
memorialist  by  Ede  Van  Evour,  dated  July  23,  1824,  and  marked  P.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesday,  April  13,  1825. 

The  lioard  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  East  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Ordered,  That  Jolm  Drysdalc,  esq.,  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  claim  for  a  lot  in  St.  Augustine,  filed 
somet  ime  since. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dr3'sdale,  it  is  ordered  that  a  commission  may  be  issued  by  the  secretary  of  this 
board,  in  blank  as  to  the  witnesses,  to  take  testimony,  and  the  testimony  so  taken  may  be  used  in  any 
case  in  which  he  is  concerned  so  far  as  it  shall  be  relevant  thereto:  provided  that  interrogat(jries  have 
been  filed  in  this  office  five  days  before  the  issuing  said  commission.  It  is  further  ordered  that  two  com- 
missioners be  named  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  in  the  cause  in  which  the  commission  may  issue,  and  two 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  and  that  said  commission  may  be  executed  by  any  two 
of  the  said  commissioners,  provided  there  be  one  named  by  each  of  the  said  parties. 

The  board  took  up  the  following  claims,  and  confirmed  the  same,  viz: 

Pedro  R.  de  Cala's  heirs,  f  jr  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  St.  Diego's  swamp,  and  Eobert  Hutchinson, 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  the  banks  of  Little  St.  ^Mary's  river. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursday,  Ajn-il  14,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
dayjnider  their  order. 

James  Riz  vs.  The  United  States,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  part  of  a  grant  made  to  James  F. 
Rattenlniry  by  the  Spanish  government  subsequent  to  January  24,  1818.  This  case  being  called,  was 
rejected  by  the  board. 
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E.  AVatcrman's  lieirs  I'.'i.  Tlu>  rriitcd  St:it<'s,  for  iwn  liuiulix'il  and  sixty  acres  (iriauil  sitiiat<il  mi  I'dl's 
river.     This  ease  being'  prepared  for  trial,  was  ciinliriried  li_v  tiie  Ixiard. 

The  liiUuwiiig-  cases  were  ordered  in  lie  reporird  to  Coiig-ress,  lieiiig  undefined  in  ipnmtilv,  vi/,: 

Francis  P.  Sanchez,  for  six  inniclri'd  acres  nf  land  situated  to  the  noi-ih  (if  St.  .Xng'uslinc,  near  the 
road  of  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  and  (i.  W.  I'erpall,  i\<v  six  hnndii'd  and  f.iitv  acres  nf  hm,!  nn  lie'  ii\cr  St. 
Sebastian,  one  mile  south  of  St.  .Ang-uslinr. 

John  B.  Strong,  es(p,  obtained  leave,  and  amended  the  memoi-ial  nf  .Misalnm  Hcardun  .uid  wife  by 
inserting  six  hundred  and  fnrty  in  lieu  nl'  one  hundred  and  lil'ty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  tn-murrow  at   10  n'cl.ick  a.  ni. 

I'laii.w,  A/inl   I.'),  1X25. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:   all  the  nicinliers. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attnrney  for  the  eastern  district  nf  Floriiia,  attended  the  board  this 
day  uiuler  their  order. 

The  following  cases  were  this  day  taken  up  and  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz: 

John  Addison,  fourteen  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  land  situated  on  tlie  river  Tomoca,  at  a  place 
called  Carrickfergus;  Domingo  Acosta,  six  hundred  and  ninety-five  ai'i'cs  in  three  tracts — one  for  two 
hundred  and  lifty  acres  on  Caca  swamp,  the  other  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-live  acres  on  Mount  Waiiter 
and  Mill  creek  of  KoUstown,  and  two  hundred  and  lifty  acres  at  Mount  Tuckei-,  on  the  east  side  of  St.  J(jhn's 
river;  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Antonio  Andrew,  deceased,  one  humlred  and  twenty  acres  situated  <jn 
the  North  river,  at  a  place  called  Sta.  t'atalina;  Thomas  Andrew,  for  the  heirs  ol' Margaret  O'Neal,  three 
hundred  and  seven  acres  situated  on  Langford  creek;  Susannah  Caslien,  on  behalf  of  the  orphans  of 
Samuel  Meers,  deceased,  two  hundred  acres  situated  on  Tiger  island,  in  East  Florida;  Andrew  Atkinson, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  situated  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  St.  Jolin'.s 
river;  John  Houston,  one  hundred  acres  situated  on  the  south  end  of  Talbot  island;  Susannah  t'ashcn, 
seven  hundred  acres  situated  on  Amelia  island;  Thomas  Andrew,  for  the  heirs  of  Margaret  O'Neal,  two 
hundred  acres  situated  on  Langford  creek. 

John  Jones,  by  his  attorney,  nbtained  permission  from  the  board,  and  withdrew  his  claint  for  one 
hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  Hon.  George  Murray  having  retired,  the  board  took  up  the  following  claims  and  cniifirmed  the 
same,  viz: 

"William  Travers,  four  hundred  ami  twenty  acres  situated  five  miles  west  from  St.  Augustine;  J. 
Pevett's  licirs,  live  hundred  acres  situated  in  Durbin's  swamp;  J.  Pevett's  heirs,  live  hundred  acres  on 
Pablo  creek. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-ini.irrow  at  10  n'elock  a.  m. 

Satirp.vy,  Ajiril  l(i,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  ilaoon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  tlieir  order. 

Ordered,  That  an  adjourned  meeting-  of  the  lioard  of  land  commissioners  be  held  at  Jacksonville,  in 
the  county  of  Duval,  on  the  third  ilonday  of  May  next,  and  that  the  secretary  be  directed  to  have  fifty 
hanilliills  printed  notifying'  the  same. 

The  following  claims  were  this  day  taken  up  and  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz:  Andrew  Atkinson,  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  situated  between  Dunn  and  Trout  creeks;  Moses  Bowden,  two  liundred  and  fifty 
acres  situated  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's  river;  Thomas  Andrew  and  other  heirs  of  liobert  Andrew, 
deceased,  live  hundred  acres  situated  at  a  place  called  St.  Diego. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  permission  was  obtained,  and  the  memorial  in  the  following  case, 
viz:  Uriah  Bowden,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's  river,  was  amended  by 
inserting  the  name  "  Moses"'  in  lieu  of  "  Uriah;"  after  which  the  claim  was  confirmed  bj'  the  board. 

The  honorable  George  Murray  having  retired,  the  board  took  up  the  following  claims  and  confirmed 
the  same,  viz:  J.  Pevett's  heirs,  five  hundred  acres  on  the  Three  Piuns  of  Pablo  creek,  and  J.  Pevett's 
heirs,  for  two  humlred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  Three  Runs. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Mi.mday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Mnxn.n-,  Jjjril  18,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  being'  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Ti-ESD.iv,  Aprd  19,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  tliis 
day  under  their  order. 

Samuel  Wilson  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  on  Trout  creek,  St.  John's  river,  with  a  certified  copy  of  plat  an<l  certificate 
of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  March  2,  1793,  herewith  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  W.  Ordered  to 
be  filed. 

Juan  Scgui  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  jiraying  confirmation  of  title  to  fifteen  acres  of  land 
situated  at  a  place  called  Jlaeariz,  on  the  North  river,  with  a  certified  copy  of  cnncessiou  made  to  Juan 
Segui  by  Governor  White,  dated  December   1,  1806.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Juan  Gonzalez  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  situated  at  a  place  called  St.  Diego  ]ilains,  with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by 
Andres  Burgevin,  dated  June  28,  1819,  marked  G;  also  a  certified  copy  of  royal  title  made  to  memorialist 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  and  dated  June  19,  1818,  marked  J.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial  in  the  following  case 
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viz:  Timothy  Ilollingsworth,  for  tlic  heirs  of  F.  Bag-ley,  by  inserting?  "one  thousand"  in  lieu  of  "nine 
hundred  and  ninety"  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Browns"  fort,  St.  John's  river;  after  which  the  same 
was  confirmed. 

The  followinfc  cases  were  also  taken  up  and  confirmed  by  the  l)oard,  viz:  Timothy  Holliugsworth  for 
the  heirs  of  F.  Bag-ley,  two  hundred  and  forty-eig-ht  acres  of  land  situated  ou  Goodman's  lake,  St.  John's 
river;  Francisco  Barbe,  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  in  Thomas'  swamp,  river  Nassau;  Susannah 
Cashen,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Amelia  island. 

The  lioard  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

AVed.xesday,  April  20,  1825. 

The  liiiard  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edg-ar  Macon,  escp,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
daj'  under  tiieir  order. 

Pedro  Miranda  rs.  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  situated  at  Tampa  Bay.  Permission  having-  been  obtained  by  claimant's  attornej', 
this  came  on  this  day  to  be  heard,  when  G.  W.  Perpall  and  John  Cavedo  were  sworn  and  examined  ou  the 
the  part  of  United  States;  after  which  the  case  was  continued. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursday,  April  21,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:   all  the  members. 

F.dg-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  onler. 

William  Ilobkirk's  heirs,  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  St. 
Mary's;  Samuel  Harrison,  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Amelia  island,  at  a  place  called  Harrison's 
old  fields;  and  Samuel  Harrison,  for  six  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place 
called  Sjeynionr's  Point. 

On  motion  of  claimants'  attorneys,  the  memorials  in  the  above  cases  were  amended,  and  they  were 
confirmed. 

The  following  claims  were  also  confirmed  this  day  by  the  board,  viz:  John  Bellamy,  for  three  hundred 
acres  situated  on  Little  St.  Mary's  river;  Charles  Broward,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  situated  on  Cedar 
creek,  St.  John's  river;  Farquhar  Bethune,  four  hundred  and  twentj'-five  acres  situated  on  the  river  St. 
Mary's,  at  a  place  called  Cabbage  swamp;  Sarah  Bowden,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  and  a  half  acres 
situated  on  Jnliiigton  creek,  St.  John's  river;  Samuel  Harrison,  two  hundred  acres  situated  on  the  west 
point  of  Amelia  island;  E.  Hudnall's  heirs,  one  hundred  acres  situated  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river, 
at  a  place  called  Faulk;  William  Berrie,  one  hundred  acres  situated  on  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called 
Snelling-'s  old  fields;  Far(pdjar  Bethune,  one  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  known  as 
lot  No.  5,  s(piare  9. 

On  motion,  permission  was  given  by  the  board  to  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Fish,  deceased, 
to  anjend  tlie  memorials  in  the  claims  of  said  Sarah  Fish. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

FRmAV,  April  22,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  Unfted  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day,  under  their  order,  for  the  purjiose  of  examining-  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the 
claim  of  J.  W.  Simonton  for  Key  West. 

No  other  business  being  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

MoxDAY,  J^/)-t7  25, 1825. 

The  lioard  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  W.  Simonton  vx.  The  United  States,  for  an  island  called  Key  West.  This  day  this  case  came 
on  to  be  heard,  and  G.  W.  Perpall  was  examined  therein  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  case 
was  submitted. 

Henry  Sweeny,  by  his  attorney,  S.  Streeter,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  in  the  county  of  Duval. 
Ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Hohkirk's  heirs,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  on  Bell's  creek. 

On  motion,  permission  was  g-iven  to  amend  the  memorial  in  the  said  case,  and  it  was  confirmed. 

The  following-  claims  were  also  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz:  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  one  thousand  acres 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  St.  Mary's  river;  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  three  hundred  acres  situated  at  the 
head  of  Saw-mill  creek;  Anna  M.  Kingsley,  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
Dunn's  lake,  and  east  side  of  St.  John's  river;  Farquliar  Bethune,  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  Amelia 
island,  designated  as  No.  1  of  square  9. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  ra. 

Ti-ESDAY,  Ajiril  26,  1825. 

The  lioard  met  this  day  jiursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  tlieir  order. 

The  following-  claims  were  this  day  confirmed  by  the  board  in  favor  of  claimants,  viz:  Zephaniah 
Kingsley,  a  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  as  No.  6  of  the  18th  square; 
Zephaniah  Kingsley,  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's, 
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opposite  tlio  iiumtli  of  Dunn's  lake;  .Tnlni   llaclicldt,  tlirrc  liiiuilrcil  acres  situatc.l  on   tin'  nnrtli  pninl  nf 
Amelia  islaml. 

Tiie  boani  ad junrnetl  until  Friday  nrxl  at   10  u'clurk  a.  in. 

FiaiiAY,  Ajiril  -20,  1X2"). 

The  board  met  this  daj*  jnirsnant  to  adjournnii'nl.      rrcsent:   all  llic  mcnibcrs. 

Edf;-ar  Macon,  escj.,  United  i^tates  atturni'V  \\>r  the  easlern  disti'icl  ni'  Murida,  allendcd  llic  Imard  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  Cavedo  I'.s'.  The  I'nitcd  States,  Inr  three  hnndic(l  acres  silualccl  on  Ulack  creek,  St.  .InhnV  river. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  in  be  a  valid  lAiant,  made  previous  In  .buiuary  24,  l.Sls,  lo  ehiimani, 
under  the  royal  order  of  1815,  eonlii-meil  the  same,  the  Ibm.  (ledrnc  Mmray  dissent inu'. 

George  J,  F.  Clarke's  claim  tor  one  hunibeii  acres  of  l.-iml  situated  on  Amelia  island. 

Permission  was  given  to  claimant's  attorney  to  amend  the  nn'morial  b_\-  inserting  "  Kstiada"  in  lii'U 
of  Coppinger;  after  which  it  was  eonlirmed. 

Archibald  Clark  and  others  c.s'.  Tiie  I'liitcd  States,  for  two  Ijundred  and  lifty  ai-res  of  hand  situated  on 
St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Jolly's  old  lields. 

It  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  original  memorialist  having  petitioned  the  Spanish  government 
for  only  two  hundred  acres,  and  the  same  being  granted  by  (Governor  Quesada  in  his  decree  bearing  date 
Novendjer  11,  1794,  and  although  the  same  is  a  valid  Spaiush  grant,  the  boaid  does  not  feel  itself 
authorized  to  coiitirm  the  same,  but  recnnunends  the  said  two  hundred  acres  of  land  for  conlirmaticui. 

Note. — This  case  was  rcconsidereil  by  the  board  on  September  30,  1825,  and  I'onllri 1. 

Sebastian  Espinosa's  hfirs,  claim  f(.)r  tive  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  ])lace  c:ille(l  rf/liriJi/r, 
on  thi^  plains  of  St.  Diego. 

It  appearing  to  the  bo'ard  that  this  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  after  exanjining  (J.  W.  I'eriiall  therein, 
the  same  was  confirmed 

Tlie  following'  claims  were  also  conhrmeil  by  the  board,  viz: 

Sarah  Breward,  for  three  hundred  acres  of  laml  situated  on  Nassau  river,  at  a  (ilace  <'alled  Doctor's 
island. 

John  Bachelot,  for  three  hundred  acres  on  AuKdia  island,  at  a  ]ilace  called  White  Point. 

Zephaniah  King\sley,  for  a  marsh  lot  in  Fernandina,  Amelia  island. 

Farcpdnir  Bethune,  for  a  lot  in  Fernandina,  known  as  lot  No.  'J,  S(puire  !•. 

George  Fleming's  heirs,  for  a  hit  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  known  as  lot  No.  T,  s()uare  7. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday- next.  May  2,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

AVedxesilvy,  Jlaij  4,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq,,  United  States  attorney  IVu-  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attendi'd  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order, 

Joseph  Gaunt  rs.  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  (jf  land  in  Turnbull's 
swamp. 

This  case  being'  called,  and  the  original  concession  being  exhibited,  with  tlie  signature  of  Governor 
Coppinger  attached  thereto,  Francis  J.  Fatio  was  examined  as  to  the  validity  of  said  signature;  whereupon 
the  said  claim  was  confirmed. 

The  following  claims  were  also  confirmed  by  the  board  this  day,  viz: 

Zephainah  Kingsley,  for  three  hundred  acres  situated  on  Doctor's  creek,  St.  John's  river. 

C.  Griffith's  heirs,  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  the  headwaters  of  Nassau  rixcr. 

The  widow  and  heirs  of  N.  Sanchez,  for  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  at  St.  Diego, 

The  widow  and  heirs  of  N.  Sanchez,  for  three  hundreil  eight\"-live  acres  on  the  jilains  of  St.  Diegn,  at 
a  place  called  Quequi, 

John  Low,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  at  Bell's  old  fields.  Bell's  river. 

Charles  Seton,  for  seven  hundred  acres  on  St.  Mary's  river. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  A\'illiam  lieynolds,  esq.,  keeper  of  the  ]>ublic  archives: 

St.  Augustine,  Jfaij  2,  1825. 

Gextlemex:  As  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  by  appointment  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
under  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March  last,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  am  ready  to  receive 
that  part  of  the  archives  now  in  possession  of  the  secretary  of  the  homiralde  the  board  of  land  com- 
missioners. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WIT>L.  PvEYNOLDS. 
Hon.  Messrs.  Flotd,  Murray,  and  Allex,  Land  Commisfiijiirr!!. 

Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  that  the  secretary  of  this  board  inform  the  said  AVilliaui  lieynolds  that  the 
documents  demanded  by  him  were  delivered  to  Messrs,  Gibson  and  Simmons,  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  the  public  archives,  and  that  the  secretary  deliver 
to  the  said  William  Reynolds  a  copy  of  the  receipt  given  by  said  commissioners  to  this  board  lor  said 
docunwnts. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Friday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  rn. 

FiuD.n-,  Jfinj  i\  1824. 

Thebciardmet  this  day  pursuant  to  adj.uiniment.    Present:  the  lions.  D;ivis  Floyd  and  William  II.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attende<l  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

AVilliam  Hartley,  by  his  attorney,  John  Drysdale,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  con- 
firmation of  title  to  two  liundred  and  fifty  aci-es  of  land  situated  at  the  headwaters  of  Goodby's  lake,  near 
Will's  swamp,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to  memorialist  by  (iovernor  Coppinger,  and  dated 
December  13,  1817.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 
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Lewis  Guibert  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  situated  in  the  county  of  St.  Julin's.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Maria  Mabrity,  widow,  and  other  heirs  of  Juan  Andrew,  ivs.  The  United  States,  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  and  a  third  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  North  river  and  Guana  creek,  at  a  place  called  White 
Oyster  Bank. 

This  case  being:  called,  and  the  claimants  having  produced  a  royal  titte  made  by  Governor  White, 
and  dated  July  10,  1804,  to  Juan  Andrew,  the  same  was  confirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Thursday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thcksday,  3Iay  12,  1825. 

The  b(iard  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  H. 
Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
dav  uniler  their  order. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  permission  was  given  to  withdraw  the  following  claim,  viz:  Thomas 
Napier  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  three  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  took  into  consideration  the  following  claim,  and  confirmed  the  same  to  John  Middleton  and 
John  Sibley,  viz:  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  Amelia  island,  designated  as  lot  No.  6,  1st  square. 

Tlie  following  claims  were  also  confirmed,  viz: 

Jcilin  Middletciii,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place 
called  Cedar  branch. 

Tiionias  Napier,  eight  hundred  acres  situated  in  the  territorj-of  Mosquito,  at  a  place  called  Turnbulll's 
west  swamp. 

Christina  Hill,  four  hundred  and  five  acres  situated  on  Diego  plains  and  at  a  place  called  Casina  loca. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Saturday  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

Sati-rday,  May  14,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  es(i..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Testimony  being  necessary  in  several  cases  presented  to  the  board  this  day  for  adjudication,  and  no 
I'urther  business  aiipearing,  the  same  was  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  morning  next,  at  the  town  of 
Jacksonville,  in  Duval  county. 

Jacksonville,  Monday,  May  16,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William 
II.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Dorcas  Black  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  at  the  head  of 
Goodby's  lake. 

Tills  day  this  case  came  on  to  be  lieard,  and  John  Black,  David  Scurry,  and  James  Hall  were  examined; 
and  it  appearing  to  the  board  tluit  the  same  was  a  valid  claim,  ordered  that  the  same  be  reported  to 
Congress. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-niorrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  May  11,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William 
H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  ordtu'. 

^Villianl  Nelson  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  near  Mills'  ferry,  St.  Mary's  river;  when,  on  motion  of  claimant's  attorney, 
the  board  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  said  claim,  and,  after  examining  D.  C.  Hart  and  J.  D.  Hart,  con- 
firmed the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'cl(.)ck  a.  m. 

Wednesday,  May  18,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  dav  pursuant  to  adiournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William 
H.  Allen.  .  1  J 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Francis  Woods  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Mills'  swamp,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  formerly 
called  the  King's  road;  when,  on  motion,  the  board  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  said  claim,  and,  after 
examining  Ji.ihn  Uptegrove  therein,  confirmed  the  same. 

John  D.  Bludworth  presented  his  memorial  to  this  lioard,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred 
and  fortj'  acres  of  land  situated  at  the  head  of  Dead  Man's  swanii),  near  the  public  road.  Ordered  to  be 
file,l. 

Seymour  Pickett  presented  his  memorial  to  this  bdard,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  tin'  imrth  side  of  St.  John's  river,  on  the  south  prong  of  Six-mile  creek. 
Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Isaac  Carter  presented  his  memcu-ial  to  this  l)oard,  jiraying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  Nine-mile  creek.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Juhu  Carter,  deceased,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of 
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title  to  six  iuimlrod  ami  forty  acres  of  laud  situated  on  tlie  south  side  of  Trout  creek,  ;uid  at  a  jilaic  called 
Cold  Ilill;  which  is  ordered  to  be  fded. 

Cotton  Kawls,  sen.,  j>rescnted  iiis  nieiiiorial  to  this  lMiar<i,  jirayiu};-  eoiilii'iiiation  ol'  tille  to  si.\  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  near  the  head  ol'  ihc  sontli  pmny  ol'  'front  creek;  which  is  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

The  board  adjonrneil  until  to-morrow  at  10  d'elnelc  a.  ni. 

TiiLTvSi.AV,  Mm/  ];»,  IS^.-). 

The  board  met  this  day  [lursuant  to  adjom-nnient.  Present:  the  Ibms.  I);i\is  I'losil  and  \\'il!ian\ 
H.  Allen. 

Kdg-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorn(y  for  the  eastern  district  of  Flm-ida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Levi  Sparkinan  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  jiraying'  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  hind  situated  on  Little  Trout  creek,  and  on  the  public  road  !(  adini;-  t'lom  Jacksonville 
to  Camp  l'iid<iiey.      Ordered  to  be  liU'd. 

There  being,-  no  furtlier  business  before  the  lioard,  the  same  was  adjourned  to  meet  at  St.  Augustine. 

St.  Arcu.sTiNE,  ^[onti.w,  ^faij  30,  182.5. 

The  board  met  this  <lay.     Present:  all  the  members 

Jose  Papy  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  jiraying-  confirmation  of  tille  to  six  Imndicil  and  f  irty 
acres  of  land  about  four  miles  soutli  of  Picolata  f<irt,  with  an  affidavit  of  liartolome  Solana,  dated  ,\biy  2"), 
1825.     Ordered  to  be  fded. 

Miguel  Papy  presented  his  inemorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  situat<.'d  on  Deep)  creek.    Ordered  to  be  tiled. 

Andrew  Papy  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  Inindn'd  and 
forty  acres  of  land  situated  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  to  the  south  of  St.  Augustine,  with  an  afiidavit  of 
Bartoloine  Solana,  dated  ^May  26,  1825.     Ordered  to  be  tiled. 

Thomas  Napier,  bj'  his  attorney,  having;  obtained  perndssion  at  a  former  meeting  of  this  board  to 
withdraw  his  memorial  for  three  thousand  acres  t)f  land  comprised  in  separate  tracts,  this  day,  by  his  said 
attorney,  preseidcd  three  several  memorials  for  one  thousand  acres  each,  comprising  said  three  thousand 
acres,  situated  as  follows: 

One  thousand  acres,  situated  on  tlie  west  side  of  Hillsborough  river;  one  tliousand  acres,  situated 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Ys,  ov  Imlian  river;  one  thousand  acres,  situated  in  the  hammock  known  by 
the  nameof  Chachala  Hammock,  on  the  west  side  of  Payne's  savanna;  which  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Hartley  c.--.  The  United  States,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  at  the  head- 
waters of  Goodby's  lake,  near  "Wills'  swamp. 

It  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  aliove  was  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppingcr 
to  memorialist  Decemlicr  13,  1817,  it  was  found  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  thereof  had  lieen  con- 
firmed to  Zephaniah  Kingsley;  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  one  hundred  acres  alone  be  conlirmed  to 
claimant. 

Frederick  Hartley  vs.  The  United  States,  for  fom-  hundred  and  filty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  St.  Nicholas,  at  a  place  called  Six-mile  river. 

It  appearing-  to  the  board  that  the  C(jncession  made  to  memorialist  by  Governor  W'liite,  dated  May  7, 
1803,  only  conceded  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  board  therefore  contirm  llie  same  two  hundred  acres 
to  claimant. 

The  following  claims  were  also  confirmed  by  the  board; 

Hannah  Nobles,  for  two  hundred  and  eight  acres  (jf  land  situated  on  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called 
Beanclerk's  Point;  AVilliam  Hobkirk,  for  a  town  lot  in  Fernandina,  designated  as  square  18,  and  lots  3 
and  4;  James  K.  Hanham,  one  hundred  and  seventy  and  two-thirds  acres  situated  on  the  North  river  and 
Guana  creek;  Abraham  Hannean,  for  fifty  acres,  at  Little  Grove,  St.  John's  river,  and  north  of  Buena 
Vista  the  guardian  of  Francis  Miles,  for  two  hundred  acres  on  the  North  river;  the  g-uardian  of  Francis 
Miles,  for  three  hundred  acres  on  St.  John's  river;  Ezekiel  Hudnall's  heirs,  for  two  hundred  aiul  fifty-five 
acres  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  on  the  cast  side  of  Hogan's  creek;  E.  Hudnall's  heirs, 
for  five  hundred  acres  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place  called  Pumpkin  Blufl'. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday-  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

MoxDAY,  Jane  0,  1825. 

The   board  met  this  day.     Present:    the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George  Mui-ray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  f 'r  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  lioard  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  ordered  the  following  case  to  be  opened,  viz: 

William  Hartley  e*-.  The  United  States,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land;  which  was  laid  over 
for  further  consideration. 

The  heirs  of  Francis  Cain  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two 
hundred  acres  of  laud  situated  on  the  south  fork  of  Nassau  river,  with  a  British  grant  made  to  John  Bur- 
nett by  Governor  Moultrie,  dated  October  5, 1772;  also  a  plat  and  warrant  of  survey  by  Frederick  (ieorgc 
Mulcaster,  dated  October  2,  1781.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

William  Eubanks  cs.  The  United  States,  for  two  hundi-ed  acres.  Burton's  island,  Nassau  river.  This 
case  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  claimant  was  only  entitled  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres' of  land,  by  concessi(m  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  one 
hundred  and  fiftv  acres  be  confirmed  to  William  Eubanks. 

Robert  Harrison  i-.-;.  The  United  States,  for  seven  hundreil  and  sixty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  river 
Nassau,  near  the  Itoundabout. 

It  appearing  to  the  board  by  the  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppingcr  to  memorialist  May  10, 
1816,  was  as  above  described,  aiid  not  on  the  south  of  Dunn's  creek,  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial  of 
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claimant  to  the  board— it,  tlicrelbre,  appearing-  to  tlic  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant, 
permission  was  given  to  claimant's  attorney  to  amend  the  said  memorial,  after  which  it  was  confirmed. 

Stephen  Eubanks,  jr.,  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  on  the 
north  of  Trout  creek,  St.  John's  river.  •  ,•      ,      r^ 

It  appearing  to  the  board  that  this  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  made  to  memorialist  by  Governor 
Coppinf'-or  March  18,  181t,  and  the  location  of  said  tract  being  changed  contrary  to  that  set  forth  in  the 
said  concession,  permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial  of  claimant  to  this  board,  and  the  board 
confirmed  the  said  tract  to  claimant  under  the  location  as  above  set  forth. 

The  following  claims  were  also  confirmed  this  day  by  the  board,  viz: 

John  Silcock  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  three  miles  from  the  head  of  Nassau  river;  Lewis 
Guibert,  four  hundred  acres  on  tiie  east  side  of  St.  John's  river,  near  Picolata;  the  heirs  of  E.  Hudnall, 
deceased,  two  hundred  acres  at  the  south  liead  of  St.  Pablo  creek;  and  George  Atkinson,  a  lot  oi  land  in 
the  town'of  Fernandina,  .lesignated  as  lot  No.  7  of  the  eighth  square. 

The  board  adjourned  until  ^Veduesday  morning  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wedxesd.u-,  June  8,  1825. 

Present:  all  the  members. 

There  being  no  business  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thcrsday,  June  9,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

There  being  no  business  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  13th  instant,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m. 

MoxD.iY,  June  13,  1825. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  Geo.  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  wardens  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  cnnfirmation  of  title  t(3  thirty-one  and  a  half  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  point  called  Esperanza, 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Andrew  Paceti  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
without  the  gates  of  this  city,  with  a  certificate  of  concession  by  Governor  White,  dated  May  10,  1807. 
Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Lorenzo  Capella  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  pra_ying  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
without  the  gates  of  this  city,  with  a  certificate  of  concession  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger  June 
6,  ISn.     Ordered  to  be  filed.' 

Jane  Murray,  by  her  attorney,  B.  A.  Putnam,  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  six  liundred  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  place  called  McPougal's  Plantation,  with  a  certificate  of 
concession  made  to  George  ilurray  by  Governor  AVhite  July  28,  1803.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  attorney  of  Sanuiel  Fairbanks,  assignee  of  Reuben  Cliarles,  obtained  permission  and  withdrew 
the  claim  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  and,  in  place  thereof,  presented  the  memorial  of  Pieuben  Charles, 
for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  about  twelve  miles  from  St.  Augustine,  and  near  the 
Twelve-mile  swamp.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney  permission  was  given  to  withdraw  the  papers  in  the  following  claim, 
viz:  James  Riz,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land;  which  was  rejected  by  the  board  April  14,  1825. 

The  attorney  in  tiie  case  of  Michael  Lynch,  for  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  obtained  permission 
and  amended  the  memorial  thereof,  and  introduced,  as  evidence  in  the  same,  Farquhar  Betliune. 

M.  Betliune  obtained  permission  to  withdraw  the  claim  of  Philip  R.  Yonge,  for  five  hundred  acres  of 
land  situated  at  Ciiichester,  St.  John's  river. 

The  attorney  in  the  claim  of  David  Turner,  for  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land,  obtained 
permission  to  amend  the  memorial  thereof  by  inserting  "ninety"  in  lieu  of  three  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  of  land. 

Jno.  G.  Rushing  I's.  The  L'nited  States,  for  two  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  north 
side  of  St.  John's  river.  This  case  being  called,  on  motion,  the  claimant's  attorney  obtained  permission 
and  amended  the  memorial  thereof;  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  concession 
made  by  Governor  Estrada  November  27,  1815,  in  favor  of  memorialist,  the  same  was  confirmed. 

The  following  claims  were  also,  after  due  consideration,  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz: 

Josii  Alvarez,  for  three  hundred  and  fiftj^-five  acres  of  land  situated  in  Thomas'  swamp,  Nassau  river; 
Zephaniah  Kingsley,  for  fifty  acres  situated  at  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  (blufi',)  St.  John's  river;  Zephaniah  C. 
Gibbs,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres  situated  on  the  head  of  the  Guana  river,  to  the  west,  on  St. 
Diego  plains;  Jolin  Uptegrove,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  situated  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place 
called  the  Peach  Orchard. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  June  14,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  (uirsuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  cscp.  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Ann  Stallings,  bj-  her  attorney,  John  B.  Strong,  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  Goodby's  lake,  with  no  exhibits; 
which  is  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Sarah  Faulk,  widow,  and  tlie  otiier  heirs  of  John  Faulk,  deceased,  by  their  agent,  E.  R.  Gibson, 
presented  tlieir  memorial  tn  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  situated  on  the  east  side  of  tiie  river  St  Mary's,  with  no  exhibits.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 
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Sarah  Faulk,  widow,  and  tlie  other  hoirs  ol'  John  Faulk,  dcccascil,  liy  their  :ij;-eiit,  F.  It.  (;ili.son, 
presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  conlirniation  ol'  title  to  one  hiindicd  arics  ..f  land  silualid 
on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river;   wliieli  is  ordereii  to  he  llled. 

John  Christopher  i,\s.  The  United  Stales,  f.ir  lifiy  luacs  (jf  land  situated  on  the  ri\i-r  Nassau.  Tiiis 
case  being-  eajled,  and  it  appearinj;-  to  the  lioanl  that  the  saim-  was  a  \alid  Spanish  eoiieessieii  made  \<y 
Governor  White,  tiie  board  eonlirmeil  the  same. 

Rartolome  Mestre,  jr.,  for  liis  mother,  .Mariana  Mestre,  iv.  The  United  States,  for  three  hiimlred  arres 
of  land  on  Thompson's  braneh,  Matan/.as  river.  This  ease  beinti-  called,  ;ind  it  appearim:;  to  the  boaiil 
that  the  same  was  nndelined  in  ipiiintity,  after  e.xamininj;-  John  15.  Stnm.^-  Iheiein,  it  is  oicleicd  that  the 
same  be  re]iorted  to  Congress  with  the  testimony  therein. 

Farcpiiiar  Ik'thune  and  James  Hall  weri'  this  day  examined,  on  the  ]iart  of  the  United  Sltites,  in  the 
claim  of  I'edro  ^Miranda,  for  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  I'orty  aer(;s  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

• 

AVehnksd.w,  June  15,  1825. 

Tlie  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjourninent.  Present:  the  Hoiis.  Davis  I'loyd  and  (leor^-e 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esip,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  atteiideil  the  b.jard  (his 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion,  Pedro  Miranda  was  allowed  to  withdraw  his  claim  for  a  lot  of  land  within  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine. 

The  heirs  of  Robert  Andrews,  deceased,  by  their  attorney,  Jolin  I»iysdali>,  ijreseiitecl  their  memorial 
to  tliis  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  one  luuidred  acres  situated  at  the  head  of  (liiaiia  criM^k,  with 
a  certificate  of  concession  made  by  Governor  White,  dated  November  18,  llliy.     Ordered  to  lie  tiled. 

George  J.  F.  Clarke  and  G.  AV.  Pi'ri)all  were  examined  in  the  following  ehiims,  \i/,: 

Farquhar  Bethinie,  for  one  hundred  ;uid  sev<>nty  acres,  and  Williaiu  Ladd,  for  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  twenty-live  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tmitsii.vY,  June  16,   1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjourmnent.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney'  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  tittended  the  board  this 
daj'  under  their  order. 

The  heirs  of  Gerard  Forrester,  by  their  attorney,  Farquhar  Betliune,  iiresented  their  memorial  to  this 
board,  prayin,g  C(Hifirmation  of  title  to  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  with  a 
certified  copy  of  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot,  December  17,  17i)l.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Jose  Honely's  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  Jolm  B.  Strong,  presented  their  menKJrial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and  ten  acres  situated  on  the  river  Mos(piito,  with  a  certified  copy  of 
concession,  dated  September  24,  1796.     Onlered  to  be  filed. 

Abner  Williams'  heirs,  by  their  attorney,  J.  B.  Strong,  presented  their  memoritil  to  this  board,  iiraj'ing 
confirmation  of  title  to  one  hundred  iind  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St. 
John's,  at  a  place  called  Rowl's  Plantation,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Crovernor  White,  dated 
June  2,  1801.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Zephaniah  Kingsley  I's.  The  United  States,  fiir  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  St.  Yincent  Ferrer,  south 
side  of  St.  John's  river.  This  case  being  called,  permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial;  after 
which,  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818, 
it  was  confirmed. 

The  following  claims  were  also  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz:  Hannah  Nobles,  one  hundred  acres, 
situated  on  ^Vills'  swamp,  south  side  of  St.  John's  river;  Lorenzo  Capo's  hoirs,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres,  situated  in  Twelve-mile  swamp,  confirmed  in  favor  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Lorenzo  Capo. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Frid.w,  June  17,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  meiidicrs. 

Ed,gar  ilacon,  cscp,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Fh.)riila,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims,  viz:  The  widow  and  heirs  of  Antonio  Pons,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres; 
Jose  Bonely's  heirs,  six  hundred  and  ten  acres,  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  con- 
tinued. 

No  further  business  appearing  before  the  bi.iard,  the  same  was  adjiiurncd  until  Monday  next  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m. 

Mo.vp.vY,  June  20,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  tlie  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  sen.,  and  divers  other  claimants,  c.s-.  Tlie  United  States.  Tliis  day 
the  attorney  for  the  above  claimants,  as  well  as  the  attorney  for  the  Uiiited  States,  pri^sented  the  inter- 
rogatories to  be  propounded  to  the  witnesses  to  be  examined  on  behalf  of  the  above  claimants  ;  and 
thereupon  it  was  (U'dorod  that  the  commission  issued  from  this  board,  directed  t(j  Messrs.  Colin  Mitchel 
and  William  B.  Wallace,  of  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  anil  Messrs.  Charles  Drake 
and  John  Mountain,  of  the  said  city,  tm  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  examine  the  witnesses  aforesaid, 
agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  board  made  April  13,  1825. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Wednesday,  June  22,  1825. 

Tlie  Loaril  met  this  day.     Present:  tlie  Eons.  George  Murray  and  W.  H.  Allen. 

Edo-ar  Macon,  escj.,  United  States  attorney  Ibr  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  oriler. 

Jose  Nuda  iire.sented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  ])raying-  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land  situated 
OTi  the  east  of  the  road  U^adin};  from  the  city  of  St.  An<;-ustine,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to 
him  by  Covornor  White,  dated  February  9,"  1808.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

IVdro  Estopa  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
situated  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  road  loading  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  made  by  Governor  White, 
dated  July  20,  1807.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Franc-is  Triay  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
situated  without  "the  gates,  and  to  the  north  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road, 
witli  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to  him  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  October  3,  1815.  Ordered  to 
be  filed.  ' 

John  Frazcr's  Executors  fs.  The  United  States,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  St.  Mary's 
river.  This  case  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  conces- 
sion made  to  Joiin  Frazer  May  2,  1810,  the  same  was  confirmed. 

Susannah  Caslien,  five  hundred  acres;  same,  three  hundred  acres.  These  cases  being  called,  permis- 
sion was  given  to  amend  the  memorials  thereof,  and  the  cases  were  laid  over. 

Valentine  Fitzpatrick,  for  twentj'-five  acres  of  land.  This  case  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared 
for  trial,  was  continued. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursday,  June  23,  1825. 

Tlio  bcjard  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

No  business  being  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  Saturday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

S.4TURDAY,  June  25,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

No  business  being  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  June  27,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

No  business  being  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  June  28,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

The  secretary  having  informed  the  board  that  no  business  was  prepared,  on  account  of  his  not  having 
access  to  the  public  archives,  until  the  same  would  be  arranged  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  trans- 
lations with  the  original  documents  on  file  in  that  office,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  board  adjourn 
until  Tuesday,  the  5th  of  July  next. 

Friday,  July  8,   1825. 

Theboard  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  being  prepared  fur  trial,  were  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz: 
George  Atkinson,  for  one  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  as  lot  No.  11  of  the 
4th  square;  George  Atkinson,  for  one  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  as  No.  8 
of  the  8th  square;  Lindsay  Todd's  executors  for  two  half  lots  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina, 
designated  as  Nos.  3  and  4  of  the  8th  square. 

Permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial  in  the  following  claims,  and  the  same  were  laid  over, 
viz:  Hibberson  and  Yonge,  one  lot  in  Fernandina;  same,  one  lot  in  Fernandina;  same,  four  and  a  quarter 
acres  in  Fernandina;  same,  one  lot  in  Fernandina;  same,  one  lot  in  Fernandina. 

Testimony  being  required  in  the  following  cases,  they  were  continued,  viz:  Governor  Atkinson,  one 
lot  in  Fernandina;  same,  one  lot  in  Fernandina;  same,  one  lot  in  Fernandina;  same,  one  lot  in  Fernandina. 

James  Arnau,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  North  river. 

Clara  Prates  Arnau,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  laud  on  the  North  river. 

The  board  adjourned  until  tu-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  ni. 

Saturday,  July  9,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this  day 
under  their  order. 

The  widow  and  heirs  of  Antonio  Martinez,  bj'  their  agent,  John  Cavedo,  presented  their  memorial  to 
this  board,  jiraying  confirmation  of  title  to  seventy  acres  of  land  situated  at  Moultrie,  with  a  concession 
to  Antonid  Martinez,  dated  August  20,  1807.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Joseph  Pergalld,  by  his  agent,  John  Cavedo,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place  called 
Thonias'  swanip.wilh  a  royal  title  dated  March  18,  1817.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Robert  Andrew,  for  one  hundred  acres  uf  land  situated  on  the  plains  of  Urliche,  with  a 
copy  of  concession  made  to  Robert  Andrew,  dated  October  18,  1793.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 
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Rartolo  Solaiia,  I13-  his  attornoy,  John  B.  Stronp;-,  prosontod  his  incinorial  to  this  hoard,  prayin;^^  con- 
firmation of  title  to  six  hundrccl  and  forty  acres  of  hind  sitnated  near  tlie  Hi^-  Cypress  swamp.  "  Ordered 
to  be  filed. 

The  attorney  of  claimant  ohtained  permission,  and  lil.'d  a  ]ilat  and  cortilleate  in  tlii'  InlJDwin"-  chiim, 
viz:  Pedro  K.  de  Cala  !•.>-■.  The  United  States,  fur  live  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monthly  ne.xt  at  lOo'ehick  a.  m. 

MnXIlAY,  ,/(//(/  11,    1S25. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.      Present:   all  the  nieiuhers. 

Edj^ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  tiie  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attendeil  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  confirmed  by  the  board,  vi/,: 
Henry  Yonge,  for  a  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  Amelia  island,  and  designat(Ml  as 
number  nine  of  first  square;  Ilibberson  and  Yonge,  for  four  and  a  quarter  acres  of  land  situated  in  the 
town  of  Fernandina;  Ilibberson  and  Yonge,  a  lot  in  Fernandina;  Iliblierson  and  Ynngc/,  for  a  marsh  hit  in 
Fernandina;  Hibbcrson  and  Yonge,  for  a  marsh  lot  in  Fernandina. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  board  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  claim,  and 
confirmed  the  decree  passed  thereon  the  oOth  of  May  last,  viz:  William  Hartley,  for  two  liuudred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land. 

G.  W.  Perpall  was  examined  in  the  claim  of  Thomas  Napier,  for  three  thousaml  acres  of  land  in  three 
separate  tracts  of  one  thousand  acres  each. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  (j'clock  a.  m. 

Tl-ESDAY,  Juli/  12,  lS2u. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  FT(.)rida,  attendeil  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  Bellamy  r.s.  The  United  States,  for  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  at  Jacksi.jnville,  St.  John's  river. 
This  case  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made 
bj-  Ciovernor  Coppinger  to  John  Mestre  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  regularly  conveyed  to  claimant, 
the  same  is  therefore  confirmed. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were,  on  motion  of  their  respec- 
tive attorneys,  continued,  viz:  Zephaniah  Kingslej',  five  hundred  acres  of  land;  Charles  Edmonston,  five 
hundred  acres;  Isaac  Sasportas,  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres;  Ezekiel  lladilock,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres;  Joseph  Haddock,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

The  honorable  George  Murray  having  retired,  Antonio  Alvarez  was  examined  on  the  ]>art  of  the  claim- 
ant in  the  following  claim:  Pedro  Miranda,  for  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  at  Tampa  Bay;  as  also  in  the  claim  of  Th(jmas  Napier,  for  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
three  tracts  of  one  tliousand  each. 

-The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursd.w,  Jubj  U,   1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims  were,  after  due  consideration,  submitted,  viz:  lliomas  Na])ier,  for  one  thousand 
acres  at  Chachala  hammock;  Thomas  Napier,  for  one  thousand  acres  at  Indian  river;  same,  for  one  thou- 
sand acres  at  ^losquito  .South  lagoon. 

The  honorable  George  Murray  having  retired,  Bernardo  Segui  -was  examined  on  the  i)art  of  the 
claimant  in  the  following  claim,  viz:  Pedro  Miranda,  for  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  at  Tampa  Bay. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TcESDAY,  August  '.I,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  II.  Allen. 

This  day  Samuel  King  presented  his  memorial  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  with  a  copy  of  con- 
cession dated  April  10,  1804,  on  Nassau  river,  by  his  attorney,  Belton  A.  Copp;  which  was  onlered  to  be 
filed. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  confirmed,  viz:  Mathias  Pons' 
heirs,  four  hundred  acres  at  CasapuUa,  on  the  river  Matanzas;  Susannah  Cashen,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  on  Amelia  island;  Pedro  Pons,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  in  Mills'  swamp,  Nassau  river; 
Pomingo  Fernandez,  one  lot  in  Fernandina,  nundier  four,  square  twenty-three;  Domingo  Fernandez,  four 
half  lots  in  Fernandina,  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  of  square  23;  heirs  of  Antonio  Suarez,  five  hundred  acres  on 
Amelia  island,  at  a  place  called  Black  Point. 

The  board  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  August  10,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  William  H.  Allen. 

John  Carr  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  situated  on  Lofton's  swamp,  one  of  the  waters  of  Nassau  river.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Domingo  Fernandez  e.<  The  United  States,  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Amelia  island. 
This  case  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  by 
Governor  Coppinger  to  James  Adamson  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  by  him  conveyed  to  memo- 
rialist, the  same  was  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  the  following  claims  were,  after  due  consideration,  confirmed  by 
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the  board,  viz:  C.  Griffith's  heirs,  for  three  hundred  acres  of  hind  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St. 
Mary's. 

Miguel  Papy,  for  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  Deep  creek,  near  St.  John's  river. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesday,  August  17,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  George  Murray  and  William 
H.  Allen. 

George  J.  F.  Clarke  vs.  The  United  States,  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  two  tracts,  viz:  five 
hundred  acres  situated  or  Durbin's  swamp,  to  the  north  of  the  bridge  crossing  the  creek  of  said  swamp; 
and  five  hundred  acres  on  the  east  bank  of  Punn's  lake.  The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid 
Spanish  concession,  confirmed  the  same  to  claimant  in  the  situations  pointed  out  as  above. 

Tlie  following  claims  were  also  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz:  Domingo  Fernandez,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  on  Amelia  island;  Susannah  Caslien,  two  hundred  and  tiiirty  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
St.Mary's,  at  a  pdace  called  Old  Township;  Francis  Kicliard,  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  on  St. 
John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Eranchester;  Francis  Kicliard,  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  on  St.  John's 
river,  at  a  place  called  Parque;  Domingo  Fernandez,  one  hundred  acres  on  Amelia  island. 

The  following  cases  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continued,  viz:  William 
Drummond,  five  hundred  acres;  Samuel  and  George  Brennan,  three  hundred  acres;  Jose  Youngblood,  six 
hundred  acres;  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  one  thousand  acres;  John  II.  Mcintosh,  eight  hundred  acres;  Duncan 
L.  Clinch,  one  thousand  acres;  Elizabeth  Wiggins,  three  hundred  acres. 

The  board  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  August  23,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George  Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  I^lorida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  severally  confirmed  by  the 
board,  viz: 

Jane  Murray,  six  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  place  called  McDougal's  Plantation. 

John  Cin-istopher,  five  liundred  acres  situated  on  and  near  the  mouth  of  Nassau  river. 

Domingo  Fernandez,  two  hundred  acres  situated  on  the  main,  opposite  Amelia  island. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  following  claims  were  made  subsequent  to  January  24,  1818, 
were,  after  due  consideration,  rejected,  viz: 

McDowell  &  Black,  wie  thousand  acres  of  land  on  Dunn's  lake. 

Helton  A.  Copp,  one  thousand  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  near  Lake  George. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continued,  viz: 

Nathaniel  Wilds,  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres. 

William  Frink,  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres. 

George  Morrison,  one  hundred  and  fitty  acres. 

Louisa  II.  Christopher,  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Tliursday  morning  next  at  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  August  25,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  II. 
Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

John  Houston  vs.  The  L'nited  States,  for  six  hundred  acres  on  Talbot  island.  This  case  being  called, 
and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  Spicer  Christopher, 
deceased,  by  Governor  Quesada,  and  it  also  appearing  of  record  that  the  said  John  Houston  is  one  of  the 
heirs  of  said  Christopher,  the  same  is  therefore  confirmed  to  claimant. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  not  being  prepared  for  trial,  were  continued,  viz:  Zachariah 
Ilogans,  for  fifty  acres;  John  Houston,  Little  Talbot  island. 

On  motion  of  John  Drysdale,  esq.,  the  order  of  rejection  was  set  aside  on  the  following  claims,  and 
they  were  accordingly  reopened:  Belton  A.  Copp,  one  thousand  acres;  McDowell  &  Black,  one  thousand 
acres. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Saturday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Saturday,  August  21,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Ciiarles  F.  Sibbald,  by  his  attorney,  John  Rodman,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
cf)nfirmation  of  title  to  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  on  Trout  creek.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

(.'harles  F.  Sibbald,  by  his  attorney,  John  Rodman,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  for  four  thousand  acres  of  laud  situated  in  Turnbull's  swamp.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

diaries  F.  Sibbald,  by  his  attorney,  John  Rodman,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying 
confirmation  of  title  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  at  Rowley's  hammock.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  following  claims  being  prepared  for  trial  were  confirmed,  viz: 

Domingo  Fernandez,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Amelia  river. 

Henry  Yonge,  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  situated  in  Lofton's  swamp. 

AVilliam  P.  Yonge,  four  hundred  and  eiglity  acres  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river. 

William  P.  Yonge,  five  hundred  acres  situated  on  St.  Mary's  and  Little  St.  Mary's  rivers. 
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On  application  nf  clainiant's  attorney,  permission  was  j^iven  to  amend  the  nienidrial  as  tu  tlic  Im-atinn 
of  tlie  land  in  the  t'oUowinj;-  elaini,  viz: 

Antonio  Alvarez  r,s'.  Tlie  United  .States,  fur  llfteen  Inindi'ed  aeres  of  laml,  wliirli  was  rcci.nniii'ndcd  for 
confirmation  September  8,  18'24. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Mcmday  next  at  10  (j'<'l(H'k  a.  m. 

iloNiiAV,  AiKjusI  2',t,  1^2,5. 

The  board  met  this  day  |)ursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Ed^-ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  altendcMl  the  lioard  this 
daj'  under  their  order. 

Andrew  Branning-  csv  The  United  States,  for  si.\  hundreil  and  forty  acres  of  land,  umler  the  donation 
act,  situated  on  Black  creek.  This  case  being-  called,  and  it  a|ipearing  to  the  lioard  from  the  evidence 
produced  therein  that  the  claimant  was  entitled  to  said  land,  confn-med  tlic  same. 

The  board  also  reported  to  Congress  the  following  claims  under  the  said  act,  viz: 

John  D.  Bludwortli,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  situated  near  the  public  road,  at  the  head  of  Dead- 
man's  swamp. 

William  Branning,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  south  side  of  Black  creek. 

John  Brindly,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  north  side  of  Black  creek. 

Isaac  Carter,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  Nine-mile  creek,  on  the  road  leading  to  Camp  Pinkney. 

The  heirs  of  John  Carter,  deceased,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  south  side  of  Trout  creek. 

Tlie  testimony  in  the  following  claims  not  being  sufficient,  and  it  being  the  oi)inion  of  the  board  that 
the  claimants  were  not  entitled  to  the  land  set  forth  in  said  claims,  rejected  the  same,  viz: 

Jesse  Carlisle,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  east  side  of  Little  l'>hu-k  creek,  at  a  place  called 
Ferguson's  Neck,  at  the  head  of  Doctor's  lake. 

Hardy  EUanier,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  waters  of  Little  Black  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Duval. 

William  Evins,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  Durbin's  creek  and  the  road  leading  from  St.  Augus- 
tine to  the  Cowford. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  August  30,  1825 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  II.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attornej'  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Philip  Solana,  by  his  agent,  Antonio  Alvarez,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  a  lot  of  land  w-itliout  the  gates  of  St.  Augustine,  coutainiug  three  hundred  and  sixty  and 
a  quarter  yards.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board,  from  tlie  evidence  therein,  that  the 
claimants  were  entitled  to  the  land  set  forth  in  said  claims,  confirmed  the  same,  viz: 

James  Sparkman,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  headwaters  of  Boggy  swamp  and  east  of 
public  road. 

William  Sparkman,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  headwaters  of  Boggy  swamp  and  west  of 
public  road. 

The  board  also  reported  to  Congress  the  following  claims,  viz: 

John  R.  Hogans,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  north  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

Levi  Sparkman,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  Little  Trout  creek,  on  the  road  leading  t(j  Camp 
Pinkney. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a  m. 

Wednesday,  August  31,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  A.  Bellamy,  esq.,  it  is  ordered  that  a  commission  issue  to  any  two  of  the  United  States 
officers  at  Tampa  Bay  to  take  the  evidence  of  any  witnesses  on  any  cases  which  may  arise  under  the 
donation  act  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  John  Drysdale,  esq.,  it  is  ordered  that  the  claim  of  Robert  Mitchel,  trustee  to  a  section 
and  a  half  of  Alachua,  be  submitted. 

Horatio  S.  Dexter  was  this  day  examined,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  following 
claims,  viz: 

William  Williamson,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  at  Hogtown,  Alachua. 

John  Oliver,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Dunn's  lake. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Friday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

FmD.\Y,  September  2,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Paul  Dupon,  by  his  attorney,  John  Rodman,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  three  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  at  Spring  Garden.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  following  cases  being  called,  and  being  prejiared  for  trial,  were  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz: 

Francis  Richard,  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  southern  side  of  St.  John's  river, 
at  Point  St.  Isabel. 

Domingo  Fernandez,  a  lot  of  land  in  Fernandina,  Amelia  island,  designated  as  No.  2,  of  square  18. 

McDowell  &  Black  r.s.  The  United  States,  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

This  case  being  called,  the  United  States  attorney  objected  to  any  further  proceeding  being  had  in 
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the  same,  and  that  it  be  dismissed  from  the  docket,  inasmuch  as  it  appeared  that  the  written  evidence  of 
the  claimants'  title  bore  date  subsequent  to  January  24,  1818,  and  claimants  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel;  whereupon  an  argument  was  had  thereon,  but  the  board  not  being  sufiBciently  advised  of  and 
concerning  the  same,  it  was  held  over  until  to-morrow;  and 
The  board  adj(jurncd  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Saturday,  September  3,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  iMacon,  esq.,  Uiiited  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

■McDowell  &  Black  vs.  The  United  States,  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  not  being  prepared  to  give  its  decision  in  this  case,  it  was  held  over  till  Monday  next  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.;  and  the  board  adjourned. 

Monday,  Sexjtemberb,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attornej^  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

McDowell  &  Black  i'.?.  The  United  States,  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  not  being  prepared  to  give  its  decision  in  this  case,  it  was  held  over  until  to-morrow,  and 
the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  September  6,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

McDowell  &  Black  t'.s'.  The  United  States,  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  minutely  considered  and  deliberated  on  the  above  case,  this  day  decided  that  the 
same  must  be  rejected. 

J.  Allen  Smith  vs.  The  United  States,  for  a  lot  of  land  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine. 

This  case  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  con- 
firmed the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Saturday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

S.ATUEDAY,  Sepitember  10,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  being  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesday,  Sepitember  14,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  wardens  of  the  Roman   Catholic  church  of  St.  ATigustino  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  two  lots  of  land  in  the  city.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Frankee  Lewis  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  on  New  river,  near  Cape  Florida.  Ordered  to  be 
filed. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  they  were  valid  Spanish  grants 
made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  confirmed  the  same,  viz: 

Heirs  of  Francis  X.  Sanchez,  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  on  St.  Diego  plains,  at  a  place 
called  Monies  de  San  Diego. 

Heirs  of  Francis  X.  Sanchez,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Diego  plains,  at  a  place  called 
Monies  de  Puercos. 

J.  Allen  Smith,  for  a  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine. 

Daniel  Hulbert,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  four  miles  north  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine. 

The  following  claims  were,  on  motion  of  their  respective  attorneys,  confirmed  by  the  board,  viz: 

George  Gianople,  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  about  twelve 
miles  northwest  from  St.  Augustine. 

The  heirs  of  Jesse  Fish,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  in  Graham's  swamp. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Friday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  September  20,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  following  claim  was  recommended  for  confirmation,  viz: 

The  heirs  of  James  Hutchinson,  two  thousand  acres  of  land  on  Jupiter  island. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Fhiiiav,   Si'jifiiiilicr  23,  182"). 

Tlu'  Ixiaril  liK't  tliis  day.      Present:  the  Hems.  Davis  I'luvil  ami  (ieor^-e  Miirray. 

Sdg'ar  .Macuii,  esq.,  United  States  atlurney  I'ei'  the  eastern  distiiet  el  I'leiida,  altemhd  the  Imard  this 
day  under  (heir  (irder. 

Charles  ^V.  Clarke  was  examined  in  the  elaiin  id'  lluratin  S.  lUxter  r.s-.  The  lUiled  Stales,  fur 
sixteen  tliousand  acres  of  land  on  Indian  river. 

The  hoard  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  111  e'elnek  a.  ni. 

MoxnAY,  Si-jiliiiilur  2(1.  lS2;i. 

The  board  met  this  daj'.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  (!eorfj;-e  Murray. 

Ed.i^-ar  Macon,  esq.,  L'uitcd  States  attorney  I'ur  the  eastern  district  ot  Florida,  attended  the  hoard  liiis 
day  under  their  order. 

John  Andrew  presented  his  memorial  ti>  this  li<iard,  jirayiny  coidlnnatioii  ol'  title  |o  .si.\  hnndre(l  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  on  Tocoy  creek,  St.  John's  river.     Ordere(l  to  he  lili'd. 

Emanuel  Crcspo  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  jirayini^'  eonlirmation  of  title  to  six  hundred 
and  fort}'  acres  of  land  situated  abi.uit  a  mile  from  the  month  of  Tocoy  creek,  near  St.  John's  river. 
Ordered  to  be  liled. 

The  heirs  of  Andrew  Dewces  fs.  The  L^nited  States,  for  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  and 
a  third  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's  river,  and  east  siile  of  Pablo  creek.  This 
case  being  called,  permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial  thereof;  and  it  appearing  to  the  board 
that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1S18,  and  also  in  evidence  that 
the  whole  or  part  of  said  grant  has  been  cultivated  by  the  said  heirs  for  many  years,  the  same  is  therefore 
confirmed  to  them. 

Seymour  Pickett  !>■.  The  United  States,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  laml  at  a  place  called  Ilod- 
guins,  on  St.  John's  river.  Tliis  claim  being  called,  and  claimant  having'  produced  a  ro^'al  title  made  to 
K.  Hogans  by  Governor  Kindelan  May  2<i,  1815,  and  conveyance  from  said  Ilogans  to  him,  the  board 
confirmed  the  same. 

Constance  McFee  r.t.  The  United  States,  fir  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  of  land  on  St.  John's 
river.  It  appearing  to  the  board  that  claimant  was  a  British  subject,  and  that  she  resided  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  rejected  the  same. 

[Note. — This  case  was  reconsidered  by  the  board  September  30,  1825,  and  C(.)nfirmeil.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Putnam,  permission  was  given  to  tile  an  affidavit  in  the  claim  of  Jose  Papy,  for  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TrFsn.u-,  Srplember -21,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  \V.  11.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

j\Iaria  R.  Scott  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  Amelia  island,  designated  as  lot  No.  8  of  eighth  square.  Ordered  to 
be  filed. 

The  widow  of  Juaii  Lorenzo  presented  her  meinorial  to  this  board,  praying  conlirmatioji  of  title  tii  a 
lot  of  land  situated  without  the  gates  of  St.  Augustine  and  within  tlie  fifteen  hundred  yards.  Ordered  to 
be  filed. 

Antonio  Rogero  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying"  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
situated  without  the  gates  of  St.  Augustine  and  within  the  fifteen  hundred  yards.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Jose  Hernandez  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
situated  without  the  gates  of  St.  Augustine  and  within  the  fifteen  hundred  yards.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Tlie  following  claims  being  called,  and  the  same  being  undefined  in  quantity,  were  reported  to  Con- 
gress, viz: 

William  Travers,  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  place  called  the  Old  Savamias,  North 
river. 

Jehu  Underwood,  for  six  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Black  creek,  Duval  county. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  rs.  The  United  States,  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  at  the  head  of  Indian 
river.  This  case  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  it  was  made  subsequent  to  January  24, 
1818,  rejected  the  same. 

The  board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednesd-W,  iSrjitembrr  28,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjourmnent.  Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Flovd  and  William  11. 
Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  Ignited  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

A  number  of  cases  being  called,  and  not  being  jirepared  for  trial,  on  motion  of  their  respective 
attorneys  they  were  continued;  and  there  being  no  further  business,  the  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  10  o'clock  a.  ni. 

Tni-Rsn.\Y,  Sc/ilcmhcr  29,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  daj-  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  llims,  Ihivis  Floyd  and  (ieorge 
Murray. 

Tlie  heirs  of  William  O'Neal  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  iiraying  confirmation  of  title  to 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  St.  Mary's  and  Lanford  creek.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  following  claim  being  called,  and  being  undefined  in  quantity,  was  reported  to  Congress,  viz: 

John  Bachelot,  for  a  marsh  island  situated  near  Doctor's  island. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  ij'chick  a.  m. 
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FwD.iY,  September  30,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pur.suant  to  adjourniiu'iit.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Ed"-ar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  fur  tlie  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
daj'  under  their  order. 

On  motion  of  claimants'  attorney,  the  following  claim  was  reopened,  viz: 

Archibald  Clark  and  others,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  jiermission  was  given  to 
amend  the  memorial  thereof  by  inserting  "two  hundred"  in  place  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  where- 
upon it  was  moved  that  the  decree  of  the  29th  of  April  last  be  set  aside  and  said  claim  be  confirmed,  which 
is  allowed  and  ordered  by  the  board. 

Constance  ilcFee  i>-.  The  United  States,  for  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  of  land  on  St.  John's 
river.  In  this  case  G.  W.  Perpall,  attorney  in  fact  for  Constance  McFee,  moved  the  board  to  open  the 
same,  and  that  the  order  of  rejection  be  set  aside,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  amend  the  memorial  in  behalf 
of  the  heirs  of  C(jnstancc  McFee,  she  having  lately  died,  which  was  granted;  and  the  same  was  also  con- 
firmed to  said  heirs  upon  the  affidavit  of  U.  W.  Perpall,  stating  that  he,  as  attorney  for  Mrs.  McFee,  had 
held  i)ossession  of  said  land  for  the  last  twelve  years.  ^ 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Saturday,  October  1,  1825. 

There  being  no  business  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  Friday  next,  the  7tli  instant,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  testimony  in  various  cases  before  the  board. 

Friday,  Odober  7,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  George  Murray  and  William 
n.  Allen. 

Edgar  ^[acon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Francis  Paz,  by  his  attorney,  J.'N.  Cox,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Pellicer's  creek,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to 
him  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  November  12,  1815.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Philip  and  JIary  Dewees  ti.s.  The  United  States,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Guana  river.  This 
case  being  called,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  Francis 
X.  Sanchez  February  6,  1811,  who  was  father  to  claimants,  confirmed  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  October  10,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  George 
Murray. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Juan  Garcia,  by  his  attorney,  B.  A.  Putnam,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  near  St.  John's  river.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

James  and  George  Clarke,  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  west  of  Matanzas  river. 

Charles  W.  and  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Matanzas  river,  at  a 
place  called  Worcester. 

The  above  claims  being  taken  up,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  same  were  British  grants 
made  in  favor  of  the  ancestors  of  claimants,  confirmed  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Tuesday,  October  11,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
daj'  under  their  order. 

There  being  no  business  prepared,  tlie  board  adj(jurned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Wednf.sd.iy,  October  12,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 
Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

No  business  being  prepared,  the  board  adjourned  until  Friday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  October  14,  1825. 

There  being  no  business  prepared,  the  board  was  adjourned  until  Friday  next,  the  21st  instant,  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m. 

_  Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  this  day  under 
their  ordt'i-. 

Friday,  October  21,  1825. 

There  being  no  business  prepared,  and  the  secretary  being  occupied  in  making  out  the  report  of  the 
board  for  Congress,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Edsyar  Macon,  esq.,  United  Stall's  attnrncy  fi)r  tlir  castciu  district  nf  Fluriiln,  attrndrd  tlic  Ijnaril  ihis 
day  under  their  order. 

Monday,  Ocluher  24,  182.5. 

The  board  met  this  day,  but  tlicre  liein<y  no  business  on  haml,  it  adjoiirni-il  nnt  il  tn -mcriiAv  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m. 

Edg'ar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  fur  the  eastern  district  of  FInrida,  atlcmlcd  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 

WKriNKsn.w,  OdiihiT  2G,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:   all  tii<'  nieiiibers. 

Edgar  Maeon,  escj..  United  States  attorney  I'nr  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attcmliMl  the  board  tiiis 
day  under  their  order. 

Tile  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch,  deceased,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  (irayinj;-  conllrmation  of 
title  to  four  thousand  live  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  in  the  territory  of  Moscjuit<i.     (Jrdered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Thomas  Fiteh,  deceased,  presented  their  njcinorial  to  this  board,  in'ayinj;-  confirmation  of 
title  to  one  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  place  called  Berresford,  St.  John's  river.    Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch,  deceased,  presented  their  memorial  to  ttiis  board,  prayinj;-  confirniati(jn  of 
title  to  nineteen  liundred  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  place  called  ibmnt  Oswahl,  .Moscpiito.  Ordered  to 
be  filed. 

Davis  Floj'd  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  [iraj-ing-  confirmation  of  title  to  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  situated  between  the  Nortli  river  and  Guana  creek.     Ordered  to  be  fded. 

Margaret  Cook  presented  her  memorial  to  this  boanl,  praying-  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
situated  without  the  g-ates  of  St.  Augustine  and  within  the  fifteen  hundred  yards.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

iLargaret  Cook  presented  her  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  a  lot  of  land 
situated   without  the  gates  of  St.  Augustine  and  within  the  fifteen  hundred  yards.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Ealph  King,  by  his  attornej',  John  Drysdale,  jiresented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  five  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  in  TurnbuH's  swamp.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Tlie  heirs  of  John  Faulk,  by  their  agent,  E.  R.  Gibson,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praj-ing 
confirmation  of  title  to  two  hundred  and  fiftj'  acres  of  land  at  a  place  called  Anderson's  cowpen,  on  the 
river  St.  Mary's,  with  a  certified  eoi)y  of  concession  made  to  John  Faulk  June  22,  1"1I2,  V13-  G<ivernor 
Quesada.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  James  McGirt,  by  their  agent,  E.  R.  Gibson,  presented  their  m(.'niorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  about  nine  miles  north  from  St. 
Augustine,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to  James  McGirt,  and  dated  February  24,  1T92. 
Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  ot  James  McGirt,  by  their  agent,  E,  R.  Gibson,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Nassau  river,  with  a  copy  of 
concession  by  Governor  Quesada,  dated  February  24,  1792.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  James  McGirt,  by  their  ag-eiit,  E.  R.  Gibson,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river,  with  a  copy  of 
concession  made  to  James  McGirt  by  Governor  AVhite  June  15,  1790.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  James  McGirt,  by  their  agent,  E.  ]>.  Gibson,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river,  with  a  copy  of 
concesssion  made  to  James  McGirt  by  Governor  Quesada  January  24,  1793.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  James  McGirt,  by  their  agent,  E.  R.  Gibson,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  St.  John's  river,  with  a  certified 
copy  of  permission  to  exchange  lands  between  John  McQueen  and  James  McGirt,  by  Governor  Quesada, 
dated  March  8,  1792.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  James  McGirt,  by  their  agent,  E.  R.  Gibson,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praj'ing  confirmation  of  title  to  a  small  island  called  Martin's  island,  on  St.  Mary's  river,  containing  about 
eighty  acres,  with  a  certified  copy  of  concession  to  James  McGirt,  dated  April  26,  1793.    Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  James  McGirt,  by  their  agent,  E.  R.  Gibson,  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board, 
praying  confirmation  of  title  to  eighteen  caballerias,  or  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  St.  John's  river,  with  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  January  17, 
1792.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

On  motion,  the  claim  of  William  Ovingtou,  as  executor  of  James  Alexander,  for  seven  acres  of  land 
situated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  rejected  hy  the  board  March  29,  1824.  was  reopened  and  ordered 
to  be  filed. 

On  motion  of  the  claimant's  attorney,  the  order  of  rejection  of  April  20,  1824,  on  the  following  claim, 
viz:  Elihu  Woodruff  and  oihers,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  St.  John's  river,  was  set 
aside;  and  the  board  taking  into  consideration  said  claim,  and  finding  the  same  a  valid  Spanish  grant 
made  to  John  Moore,  and  by  him  regularly  conveyed  to  claimants,  confirmed  the  same. 

The  wardens  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine  r.?.  The  United  States,  for  a  tract  of  land 
containing  tliirt,y-one  and  a  half  acres  situated  at  the  point  called  Esperanza,  witliin  the  limits  of  the  said 
city.     The  board  took  up  the  consideration  of  said  claim,  and  confirmed  the  same. 

Nicholas  Estefanopoly  vs.  The  United  States,  for  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on 
the  west  of  the  river  Suwannee.  On  motion  of  claimant's  attornej',  this  claim  was  taken  up,  and  the 
board  not  being  fully  advised  therein,  the  same  was  submitted  and  held  under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  B.  A.  Putnam,  esq.,  permission  was  given  to  withdraw  the  following  claim,  viz.:  Samuel 
and  George  Brennan,  for  three  liundred  acres  of  land;  the  Hon.  Davis  Floyd  dissenting. 

Joseph  M.  Hernandez  was  this  day  examined  in  tlie  claim  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke  for  sixteen  thousand 
acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thi-rsiuy,  Odober  27,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Fkyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 
Edgar  Macon  esq..  United  States   attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 
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Thomas  Jones,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  six  hundred  and  ibrty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  in  the  county  of 
Alachua,  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Peter  Nichols,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying-  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  six  liundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  in  the  county  of 
Alachua,  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Francis  Durant,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  in  the  county  of 
Alachua,  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

John  Toy,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation 
of  title  to  si.x"  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  di.>nation  act,  situated  in  the  county  of  Alachua, 
near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

];ichard  D.  Ford,  by  his  attorney,  A.  Bellamy,  ])rcsented  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  title  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  in  the  county  of 
Alachua,  near  tiie  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Nathaniel  Tanner,  by  his  attornej',  A.  Bellani_y,  jnesentcd  his  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confir- 
mation of  title  to  six  liuiidred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  in  the  county  of 
Alachua,  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Tlie  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to 
one  tiiousand  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  Spring  (iarden.  Ordered  to 
be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Tiiomas  Fitch  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to 
eight  liundred  acres  of  land  situated  at  a  place  called  Pengree's  old  field.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

Thomas  Reynolds,  administrator  of  Wm.  G.  Christoi)her,  by  his  attorney,  John  Rodman,  presented  his 
memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  five  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Santa  Juana 
creek,  in  the  countj'  of  jsassau.     Ordered  to  be  tiled. 

On  motion  of  B.  A.  Putnam,  esq.,  permission  was  given  to  withdraw  the  following  claim,  to  wit: 
Pomingo  Fernandez,  for  nine  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  in  place  thereof  presented  the  following  claim: 
Juan  McClure,  for  nine  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Amelia  island;  which  was  ordered  to  be  filed. 

On  motion,  permission  was  given  to  John  Rodman,  esq.,  to  tile  a  deposition  of  Far(|uhar  Bethunc  in 
the  claim  of  Cliarles  Sibbald,  for  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land. 

G.  W.  Perpall,  Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke,  and  Joseph  S.  Sanchez  were  this  day  examined  liy  tlie  board  in  the 
following  claims,  to  wit:  Davis  Floj'-d,  one  thousand  acres  of  land;  Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke,  sixteen  tiiousand  acres 
of  land ;  the  wardens  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine,  one  lot  of  land ;  and  Ralph  King,  five 
thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  October  28,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day,  but  there  being  no  business  prepared,  it  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq ,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Saturday,  Oclobcr  29,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

The  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch  i)resented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  one 
thousand  one  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Diego  plains.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  continuation  of  title  to  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  plains  of  Diego.     Ordered  to  be  tiled. 

The  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to 
three  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  plains  and  swamp  of  Diego,  at  a  place  known  bj-  the  name  of 
Chacaras.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  pra3-ing  confirmation  of  t.  ie  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land  situated  on  Diego  plains.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  heirs  of  Thomas  Fitch  presented  their  memorial  to  this  board,  praying  confirmation  of  titk  to  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  Diego  plains.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  wardens  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine  vs.  The  United  States,  for  .one  lot  Oi  ^and 
in  St.  Augustine  on  whicii  the  cliurcii  and  school-house  stand.  This  came  by  its  attorney,  who  obtt.  ed 
permission  and  amended  the  memorial  thereof;  and  it  ajipearing  from  the  evidence  produced  therein  i  \t 
the  same  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  tiie  board  confirmed  the  same. 

Antelm  Gay  i-s.  The  United  States,  for  two  lots  of  land  situated  in  St.  Augustine. 

It  appearing  to  the  board  that  the  above  was  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  the  original  grantee,  anc 
regularly  conveyed  to  claimant,  the  same  was  confirmed. 

The  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  October  31,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day,  but  there  being  no  business  prejiared,  it  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board 
this  day  under  their  order. 

List  of  claim.-!  received  this  day  at  Ihe  officer)/  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  and  are  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Pedro  Mestre's  nicmorial  fur  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  under  the  donation  act,  situated  on 
the  north  of  the  head  of  the  North  river. 
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Janu'S  Rouse's  iiiciuoi-iiil  for  six  huiidicil  and  furty  ai'i-csnf  land,  luidci-  the  dniiatinn  act  situated  uu 
tlic  livt'i-  St.  Mary's. 

McCulIy's  iiiomorial  for  six  liiinilro(l  and  lorly  acics,  under  tlie  dnnalinn  ae),  silimtcd  on  (lie  ri\-er  St 
Mary's. 

Thomas  Prevatt's  memorial  for  six  hundred  ami  forty  aeres  of  land,  nndci-  the  doiiali.jn  aet  situateil 
on  the  river  St.  Mary's, 

Will,  lladduek's  memorial  for  six  hundreil  and  I'oiiy  acres  ol'  laud,  under  the  dnnation  a<-t,  situated  on 
the  river  St.  .>(ary's. 

Joseph  K.  I'revatt's  memorial  for  six  hundred  and  forty  aeres  of  land,  undei-  ihc  donation  act,  situated 
on  the  river  St.  Mary's. 

Achilles  N[urat's  memorial  for  one  thiuisaml  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  situatecl  alioul  nine  miles  sr.iith 
of  St.  Auj;"ustine. 

Joseph  Fenwiek's  memorial  for  six  hnudred   acres  of  land  situated  on  tlie  north  side  of  'l'n)nt  creek. 

Susannah  KoUin's  memorial  for  two  hundre(l  acres  of  land  situated  on  th<'  liver  Nass.au,  with  a  copy 
of  concession  by  Governor  White,  dated  Hecemlier  (!,  1799. 

Charles  Deshon's  memorial  for  three  huudnMi  ami  fifty  acres  of  land  situated  on  St.  John's  river,  with 
a  copy  of  concession  made  to  Waltero  Drumin-  l>y  (fovenior  (iuesada,  dated  April  5,  1"',);};  also  a  ]dal  and 
certificate  of  survey  in  favor  of  William  Druinmond,  dated  July  20,  1819,  by  (leorg-e  J.  F.  (Ilarke;  also  a 
deed  of  conveyance  from  AVilliam  Dnnnmon<l  to  Charles  Deshon,  dated  Maytl,  1S22. 

The  heirs  of  Mary^aritta  O'Neal's  memorial  for  two  tracts  of  land:  one' for  nine  caliallerias  and  seven 
acres  of  land,  or  three  hundri>d  and  seven  acres  of  land,  lyinj;-  on  Lansford  creek,  witii  a  copy  of  plat  and 
certificate  of  survey  by  I'edro  Marrot,  dated  April  Itl,  1792;  and  the  other  for  seven  eaball<M-ias  and  ten 
acres  of  land,  or  two  hundred  and  forty-three  and  a  third  acres,  lyinjy  on  Lansford  creek,  witli  a  copy  of 
plat  and  certitieate  of  survey  by  Fedro  Marrot,  dated  April  17,  1792";  also  a  roval  title  to  the  said  Margaritta 
O'lNeal,  dated  March  13,  1807,  by  Governor  White. 

The  board  adji.iurned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

TuEsinY,  November  1,  182.5. 

The  board  met  this  day,  but  there  being  no  l)usiness  preiiareil.  the  same  was  adjourned  until  to-imu-row 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Floriila,  attemled  the  board  this 
daj-  under  their  order. 

AVed.vesp.vy,  N'nvrmhrr  2,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  daj-,  but  there  being  no  business  prepared,  the  same  was  adj(iu.rned  until  tij-morrow 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Ed.gar  Macon,  esip,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Thursd.w,  November  3,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  lions.  Davis  Floyd  and  Win.  H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  fir  the  eastern  district  i.if  Floriila,  atti/nded  the  board  this 
daj'  nnder  their  order. 

Blake  Williamson,  through  Wm.  H.  Allen,  esq.,  presented  his  memorial  to  this  board  for  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  river  Nassau,  in  the  county  of  Duval;  and  the  said  Wm.  H.  Allen, 
esq.,  having  declared  that  he  received  said  memorial  from  the  claimant,  who  resides  in  the  country,  pre- 
vious to  November  1,  1825,  the  same  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  filed. 

On  motii.m,  the  following  claims,  viz:  William  P.  Yonge,  for  five  hundred  acres;  and  the  same,  for  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  confirmed  by  the  board  Au.gust  27,  1825,  were  reopened,  and  permission 
given  to  amend   the  memorials  thereof,  and   they  were  reconfirmed  to   Henry  Yonge,  the  original  grantee. 

The  following  claims  were,  after  due  examination,  submitted,  viz: 

George  J.  F.  Clai'ke,  for  ten  thousand  acres  of  land;  and  same,  for  four  thousand  liveliundred  acres  of  laud. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Friday,  N'ovember  4,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Pri'seiit:   all  the  members. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Fhjrida,  attemled  the  board  this 
day  nnder  their  order. 

The  foUowin,!.;-  claims  were,  after  due  examination,  submitted,  viz: 

George  J.  F.  Clarke,  two  thousand  acres  of  land;  and  same,  for  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Full  and  sufficient  testimonv'  having  been  taken  in  the  following-  claims  as  to  the  occupation  and 
cultivation  thereof,  they  were  confirmed  to  claimants,  viz: 

Peter  Sevelly,  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  Long  bay,  about  seven  miles  to  the  nm-tlnvest  of 
St.  Augustine. 

William  and  John  Lofton,  three  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  north  <if  Juling-ton  creek,  St.  John's  river. 

George  Henning,  two  hundred  acres  on  Bell's  river,  near  Itow's  lilulf. 

John  Wingate,  two  hundred  acres  on  Ltd'ton's  swamp,  Nassau  river. 

James  Plummer,  three  hundred  acres  on  the  north  of  Juling'ton  creek,  St.  John's  river. 

Thomas  Moy,  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  at  Row's  blutT,  on  Bell's  river. 

Martha  I>ell,  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  St.  Mary's  river. 

William  McCuUj',  three  hundred  acres  high  up  St.  Mary's  river. 

Joseph  Prevatt,  four  hundred  acres  on  Turner's  swamp,  St.  Mary's  river. 

Thomas  Prevatt,  five  hundred  and  fiftj'  acres  on  St.  Mary's  river. 

Edward  Dixon,  one  hundred  acres  on  Pigeon  creek,  St.  Mary's  river. 

George  Hartley,  four  hundred  acres  on  Old  Field  brani'h,  Julington  creek,  St.  John's  river. 

Frederick  Hartley,  six  hundred  acres  on  Old  Field  branch,  Julington  creek,  St.  John's  river. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
voi«  IV — ■ — 75  u 


594  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  503. 


SATi-BD.iY,  November  5,  1825. 

Tlic  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment,  but  no  business  being  prepared,  the  same  was 
adjourned. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 

day  under  their  order. 

Tuesday,  November  8,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day,  but  no  business  being  prepared,  the  same  was  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 

3  o'clock  |i.  m. 

Edgar  .Macon,  esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 

day  under  their  order. 

Wednesday,  November  9,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  D.  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

Richard  D.  Curtis  presented  his  bill  to  the  board,  amounting  to  twelve  dollars,  for  carpenter's  work, 
which  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  audited  and  certified. 

Francis  K.  Sanchez  was  this  day  examined,  ou  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  claim  of  William 
Branning,  for  si.K  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

Tm-RSDAY,  November  10,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present;  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 

Edgar  Macon,  esq..  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Florida,  attended  the  board  this 
day  under  their  order. 

On  motion,  the  following  claims  were  taken  up,  and  permission  given  to  amend  the  memorials  thereof, 
and  James  Bradley,  Lewis  P.  Fatio,  and  Horatio  S.  Dexter  were  examined  as  witnesses  therein;  after 
which  they  were  submitted,  viz:  Francis  K.  Sanchez,  five  hundred  acres;  Simeon  Sanchez,  four  hundred 
acres;  John  Sanchez,  four  hundred  acres. 

Permission  being  given,  the  following  claim  was  presented  to  the  board  for  adjudication,  when 
Francis  R  Sanchez  was  examined  therein;  and  the  board  being  satisfied  as  to  the  occupation  and  culti- 
vation of  the  land  according  to  law,  reported  the  same  to  Congress,  viz:  David  Scuriy,  for  640  acres  of 
land  situated  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's  river. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

Friday,  December  2,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  H.  Allen. 

Pedro  Mestre  vs.  The  United  States,  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  north  of 
the  head  of  tlie  North  river,  under  tlic  donation  act.  This  case  was  taken  up,  and  it  appearing  by  the 
evidence  adduced  therein  that  claimant  was  entitled  to  said  land,  the  board  confirmed  the  same. 

The  board  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  14,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  H.  Allen. 

Joseph  Delespiue  vs.  The  United  States,  for  ninety-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laud. 
This  case  being  called,  was,  after  due  consideration,  reported  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 

The  following  claims  were  also  reported  for  confirmation,  viz:  John  W.  Simonton,  for  an  island 
called  Key  West  (Cayo  Hueso)  or  Thompson's  island;  Catalina  Hijuelos,  for  two  thousand  acres  situated 
at  a  place  called  Big  Grove. 

The  following  claim  was,  after  due  consideration,  rejected  by  the  board,  viz:  Peter  Mitchell,  for 
himself  and  others,  for  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land  at  a  place  called  Volusia,  St.  John's 
river. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursday,  December  15,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Nicholas  Estefanopoly  vs.  The  United  States,  for  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres.  This  case  being 
called,  was,  after  due  consideration,  ordered  to  be  reported  to  Congress  for  their  determination. 

Zephaniah  Kingsley  vs.  The  United  States,  for  two  thousand  acres  of  land.  The  board  in  this  case 
having  ascertained  that  this  claim  is  covered  by  a  British  grant,  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  reported  to 
Congress. 

The  following  claims  were  called  up,  and  it  appearing  to  the  board  that  they  are  valid  Spanish 
grants,  they  are  therefore  reported  to  Congress  for  confirmation,  viz:  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  for  two  tliou- 
sand  acres;  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  for  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  acres;  Archibald  Clark,  for 
eighty  thousand  acres  of  laud. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 


Frid.\y,  December  1(5,  1825. 
to  adjournment.     Present:  i 
Tlie  following  claims  were  this  day  reported  to  Congress  for  confirmation,  viz:  Teresa  Rodriguez,  for 


The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floj'd  and  William  H. 
Allen. 
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five  thousaml  five  hundred  acres;  Wiggins' estate,  for  twelve  lumdi'od  acres;  Saiah  Fish's  heirs,  for  tiMi 
thousand  acres;   Doniing-u  Fernandez,  for  one  thousand  one  Inindred  and  lil'ty  acres. 

Susannah  Caslien's  chiini,  for  (uie  thousand  and  tll'ty  acres  of  htnd  situated  on  St.  .Mary's  river,  was 
taken  up  and  contirnied  by  the  hoard. 

Tlie  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  ni. 

iloNri.vv,  Divemhcr  I'J,  1S25. 

The  lioard  met  this  day.     Present:   all  the  mendiers. 

Tiie  following  claims  were  this  day  confirmed  by  the  l)oard,  viz:  t]w  heirs  of  Pedro  P.  i\r  (':ila,  lor 
five  hundred  acres;  Davis  Floyd,  oiu!  thousand  acres  of  land;  Francis  i'cdlicer,  one  thousand  oiw  huudrrd 
acres  of  land. 

John  Bolton  tw.  The  United  States,  for  two  thousand  acri^s  of  land  situated  in  Turnbull's  back  swanip. 
The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  pre\  iuus  to  January  24,  LS18, 
report  the  same  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 

There  appearing  no  evidence  before  the  board  as  to  the  actual  occu|iation  and  cultivation  of  the 
following  tracts  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  July  17,  1821,  they  therefore  reject  the  same,  viz: 
Francis  R.  Sanchez,  five  hundred  acres;  Simeon  Sanchez,  four  hundred  acres;  John  Sanchez,  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  situated  on  Ilogtown  creek,  Alachua. 

On  motion,  permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial  in  the  following  claim,  viz:  Francis  de 
Medicis,  for  eighty-three  and  a  third  acres  of  land  situated  ou  St.  John's  liver. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

TuESD.w,  Dccembi')-  20,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  W.  II.  Allen. 

John  B.  Entralgo  c.^'.  The  United  States,  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  St. 
John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Rollstown.  The  board  having  ascertained  tliis  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant 
made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  do  therefore  report  the  same  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 

On  motion  of  claimant's  attorney,  permission  was  given  to  amend  the  memorial  in  the  claim  of  Sarah 
Faulk,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  to  file  two  affidavits  in  the  following  claim,  viz:  George 
Brauning,  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Thursd.w,  December  22,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  11.  Allen. 

The  following  claims  being  called,  and  the  evidence  produced  therein  lieing  satisfactory  to  the  board 
as  to  the  occupation  and  cultivation  thereof,  confirmed  the  same,  viz:  Charles  Love,  for  three  hundred 
acres;  Pedro  Estopa,  for  fifteen  and  three-tenths  acres. 

Robert  Miller  I's.  The  United  States,  for  an  island  situated  between  Jupiter  and  Indian  rivers.  The 
board  having  ascertained  this  claim  to  be  undefined  in  quantity,  and  there  appearing  no  evidence  to  prove 
the  compliance  of  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  concession  thereof,  do  reject  the  same. 

_    Permission  was  given  to  amendthe  memorial  of  John  K.  S.  Holzendorf,  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land, 
by  inserting  "the  heirs  of  Valentine  Fitzpatrick,  deceased,"  in  place  of  said  Holzendorf. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Fmd.w,  December  23,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hons.  Davis  Floyd  and  William  II. 
Allen. 

Full  and  sufficient  testimony  having  been  adduced  in  the  following  claims,  the  board  confirmed  the 
same,  viz:  Stephen  M.  Ingersoll,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  north  of  St.  Augustine;  Ste]ihen 
M.  Ingersoll,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  in  the  Twelve-mile  swanip;  William  Lain,  two  hundred 
and  ten  acres  on  Trout  creek,  a  branch  of  St.  John's;  Natlianiel  Wilds,  three  hundred  acres  on  Lofton's 
creek,  a  branch  of  St.  John's;  Isaac  Hendricks,  two  hundred  acres  on  Pottsburg  creek,  St.  John's  river; 
Isaac  Hendricks  two  hundred  acres  on  south  side  of  river  St.  John's,  near  the  Cowford;  Isaac  Hendricks, 
five  hundred  acres  on  the  north  side  of  St.  John's  river,  near  Jacksonville;  Cornelius  Griffith's  heirs,  one 
hundred  acres  ou  the  east  side  of  one  of  the  branches  of  Trout  creek,  St.  John's  river;  the  heirs  of  Valentine 
Fitzpatrick,  for  four  hundred  acres  on  Graliam's  swamp;  the  heirs  of  Valentine  Fitzpatrick,  twenty-five 
acres  on  Sam's  hammock,  Mataiizas  river;  William  Gardner,  one  hundred  and  titty  acres  on  the  s^mtli  side 
of  the  river  St.  John's;  S.  Clarke,  a  lot  of  land  in  Fernandina;  John  Dixon,  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres, 
river  St.  Mary's,  at  Faulk's  swanip;  Francis  Ferreira,  fourteen  acres  without  the  old  linos,  and  about  one 
and  three-quarter  mile  north  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine;  John  Houston,  ninety-two  acres  ou  Talbot 
island;  Polly  Lewis,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  donation  act,  on  the  east  side  of  Miami  river, 
near  Key  Biscaino;  John  D.  Braddock,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  under  the  donation  act,  in  the  county 
of  Duval,  on  the  road  from  Rose's  bluff';  John  Faulk's  heirs  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Mulberry 
Grove,  St.  John's  river. 

Permission  having  been  given  to  amend  the  memorials  in  the  following  claims,  and  claimants  having 
produced  sufficient  testimony  therein,  they  were  confirmed,  viz:  Isaac  Carter,  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
on  river  Nassau;  Ferdinand  D.  McDonell,  eight  hundred  acres  on  Matanzas  river;  William  Fitzpatrick, 
four  hundred  and  forty  acres,  Cedar  Point,  north  side  St.  John's  river. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.  ra. 

Saturday,  December  24,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 
The  following  claims  were  this  day  taken  up  and  confirmed  by  the  hoard,  viz: 

Elijah  Higginbottom,  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  Little  St.  Mary's  river;  Josepli  Higginbottom, 
three  hundred  acres  on  Spell's  swam]),  Nassau  river;  Pablo  Sabate,  two  hundred  acres  at  St.  Diego;  heirs 
of  Elizaljcth  Cain,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  east  side  of  river  St.  John's,  north  of  Picolata  fort;  Ijazaro 
Ortega,  eighty-eight  acres,  North  river  and  Guana  creek. 
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Permission  was  given  to  amend  tlie  memorial  of  James  Smith's  heirs  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land,  by  inserting-  "Jolm  Tharp's  heirs"  in  place  of  Smith's  heirs,  and  the  board  confirmed  the  same. 
Tlie  board  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  the  26th  instant. 

TuESD.w,  December  27,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day.     Present:  all  the  members. 

The  following  claims  under  the  donation  act  were  taken  up  and  confirmed  by  the  board,  if  on  public 

lands,  viz: 

Jonathan  Lewis,  six  hundred  and .  forty  acres,  river  Miami,  near  Cape  Florida;  Frankce  Lewis,  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  New  river,  near  Cape  Florida;  Mrs,  llagens,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  river 
Miami,  near  CapeFlorida;  Jami'S  Ilag-ens,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  river  Miami,  near  Cape  Florida. 

Sufficient  testimony  being'  adduced  as  to  the  occupation  and  cultivation  of  the  land  previous  to  July 
n,  1S2I,  the  board,  therefiire,  report  the  following  claims  to  C(mgress  under  tlie  donation  act,  viz: 

Jolni  Oliver,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  situated  on  the  cast  side  of  Dunn's  lake,  St.  John's  river; 
Jose  Papy,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  east  of  Picolata  fort,  St.  John's  river;  Andres  Papy,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  south  of  St.  Augustine,  on  Moses'  creek;  Henry  Ileartley,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  St. 
John's  county. 

The  following  claims  were  rejected  by  the  board,  viz: 

Seymour  Pickett,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  Lewis  Guibert,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  adj'nurneil  until  to-morrow  at  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

AVednesday,  December  28,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 
The  following  claims  being  prepared,  were  confirmed  by  the  board: 

John  Middlcton,  two  half  and  one  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  Amelia  island;  same,  for  a  lot  in 
said  town. 

Tiie  board  liaving  examined  the  following  claim,  reported  the  same  to  Congress,  viz: 
George  Murraj',  for  an  island  called  Cayo  Hueso  or  Thompson's  island. 
The  board  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

Thursday,  December  29,  1825. 

The  board  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

It  being  ascertained  that  the  following  individuals  had  grants  before  the  board  for  640  acres,  under 
the  donation  act,  rejected  the  said  640  acres,  and  confirmed  to  them  as  follovi's,  viz: 

David  Scurry,  300  acres;  William  Nelson,  350  acres;  William  Sparkmau,  300  acres;  Andrew  Brennan, 
400  acres. 

Tile  following  claims  were  also  confirmed  by  the  board  on  actual  settlement  and  cultivation: 

Joseph  Hagens,  200  acres  on  Julington  creek;  Hartwell  Lcath,  200  acres.  Big  Creek;  Jno.  Dixon, 
200  acres,  St.  JIary's  river;  Thomas,  257  acres,  Live-oak  landing;  James  Bradley,  250  acres,  Cedar  swamp; 
Jehu  Mezells,  200  acres,  St.  Mary's  river. 

The  following  claims  were,  after  due  consideration,  rejected  by  the  board,  viz: 

Frederick  Hartley,  400  acres;  Thomas  Higginbottom,  200  acres;  Charles  Hovey,  400  acres;  N.  Wilds, 
184  acres;  Maxey  Dell,  700  acres;  Steplien  Eubanks,  450;  Theopliilus  Woods,  sen.,  370  acres;  James 
Woods,  75  acres. 

The  board  adjourned  until  to-ni(irrow  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

FRfflAY,  December  30,  1825. 

The  board  mot  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  all  the  members. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  to  the  board,  and  were,  after  due  investigation,  ordered  to  be 
passed  and  certified,  viz: 

Joseph  M.  Sanchez,  for  $518  for  house  rent. 

Waters  Smith,  Uiuted  States  marshal,  for  services,  &c.,  $239. 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  for  contingent  expenses  of  said  board,  $113. 

The  honorable  Davis  Floyd  moved  to  dismiss  all  the  cases  which  have  been  translated  and  laid  over, 
from  time  to  time,  for  testimony;  which  motion  was  overruled  by  the  majority  of  the  board. 

Tlie  board  adjourned  sme  die. 

DAVIS  FLOYD. 
W.  H.  ALLEN. 

Attest:  F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 


THIRD  SESSION. 

No.  2.— See  Report  No.  1. 

Joifi  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  Slates.    For  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land. 

memori.yl. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ai-ijwintcd  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Jose  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  ton  acres,  situated  upon  the  west  bank  of  Hillsborough,  or  south 
Mosquito  river,  to  the  south  of  the  old  town  of  Snieyrand  north  by  an  artificial  canal  called  Gabardy 
canal,  and  fronting  upon  Hillsborough  river  aforesaid.  A  copy  of  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  is  here- 
with exhibited,  dated  January  22,  1818,  marked  Z;  which  title  "your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title 
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made  to  Bafati  Aiulrew,  dated  Juno  2,  1817,  by  Gnvcrnor  C<ippiiij;-ci-,  in  virtue  nrtlie  roy:il  order  ofMnrcii 
29,  1815,  who  sold  the  same  to  Fernando  de  la  Ma/.a  Ari-ednndo,  jr.,  by  eoiiveyancc  ihiicd  April  -1,  ls20, 
win)  conveyed  the  same  to  your  nieniorialist  by  deeil  dated  Mareh  26,  1822,  exhibilcil,  A:i-.,  markcil  A.  And 
your  ineniorialist  further  .showeth  that  he  is  leii'ally  seized  and  jiossessed  of  said  himls;  that  h<-  is  a  citi/.en 
of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida,  and  lias  been  ever  sinee  the  cession  ol  the  same  to  iho 
United  States.     He  prays  conlirmation  of  title,  <)cc.     .\ll  of  which  is  submitted,  iVc.         , 

JOSK  SAXCIIK/,. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  nnule  by  (Jovernor  ('oppin;;'er'to  Kafarl  Anibcw  of 
the  210  acres,  dated  July  2,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.  | 

[Here  fiillows  the  translation  of  the  plat  and  certilicate  of  survey  of  the   land   bv  Kobert    Mcllaidv 
dated  January  22,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Fernando  de  la  Ma/,a  Arredondo  to  claimant.  I>v  said  deed 
it  appears  that  Andrew  conveyed  the  210  acres  to  Arredoiido,  reference  beiny  made  to  the  public  archives 
for  the  conveyance.] 

PECREE    BY    THE  BO.\RI). 

In  this  case  the  claimant  exhibited  a  roj'id  title  for  the  land  described  in  his  memorial  rmnle  by 
Governor  Copjiinger  to  one  Kafael  Andrew  July  2,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  .March  2i»,  1815; 
a  ccrtiiJcate  of  survey  and  jilat  made  by  Robert  Mcllardy  January  22,  1818;  a  conveyance  for  the  said 
land  from  Andrew  to  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arrenondo,  and  a  deed  fmm  Arredoiido  to  him.  The  title  of 
the  claimant  is  confirmed,  so  far  as  the  United  States  is  concerned.     April  11. 

No.  1. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Bohert  MeHardy's  trudee  vs.  llic  United  Slates.    For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMOKIAI,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appAntcd  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea,<;l  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Rodman,  assignee  of  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  Robert  McHardy, 
deceased,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  Tiiemorialist  claims  title, 
as  the  assignee  of  the  said  McHardy,  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  1,000  acres,  situated  at  Tomoka, 
bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  James  Orniond,  on  the  east  by  the  river  T(jmoka, 
ou  the  south  by  lands  of  John  Burch,  and  on  the  west  by  the  public  road;  which  said  land  was  granted 
to  the  said  Robert  McHardy,  in  full  title,  July  3,  1815,  by  Governor  Estrada,  foundc^l  njion  a  jirevious 
grant  made  to  him  September  5,  1808,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said  Robert  McHardy  remained  in  possession  of  the  said  land  until 
his  death,  on  December  12,  1822;  that  said  land  was  much  cultivated  by  him,  and  very  valuable  buildings 
erected  thereon;  that  he  was  a  resident  inhabitant  of  Florida  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  the  country 
to  the  United  States.  In  confirmation  of  the  title  of  the  said  McHardy  to  the  aforesaid  land,  your 
memorialist  herewith  presents  a  certified  copy  of  the  absolute  title  and  grant  from  tlie  Spanish  govern- 
ment, dated  July  3,  1815  The  deed  of  assignment  from  the  said  McHardy  to  your  memorialist  of  all 
his  estate,  real  and  personal,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  is  dateil  December  1,  1822,  and  is 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  of  St.  John's.     St.  Augustine,  October  23,  1823. 

JOHN  RODMAX. 
N.  B. — The  original  survey  of  the  said  land  has  been  lost. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Robert  McHardy  of  the 
1,000  acres,  dated  July  3,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE  BY  THE    B0.\RD. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  filed  a  royal  title  made  to  Robert  McHardy  for  the  land  claimed  by 
Governor  Estrada,  July  3,  1815.  It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board  that  the  grant  was  made 
in  conformity  witli  the  Spanish  laws  and  royal  orders  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  the  land  is  confirmed 
to  the  claimant  as  assignee  of  Roliert  McHardy.     April  11. 

No.  3. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Christopher  vs.  Jlic  United  Slate.-i.     For  fire  hundred  acres  of  land. 

ME)[ORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Christopher,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  river 
Nassau,  and  contained  within  the  following  lines  and  boundaries:  the  first  line  runs  south  43°  west, 
beginning  at  a  pine  tree  marked  with  a  cross  on  the  banks  of  St.  Juaua  creek,  and  terminating  at  another 
pine  with  the  same  mark,  and  is  in  length  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  chains;  the  second  line  runs 
south  32°  east,  beginning  at  the  same  pine  and  ends  at  another  on  the  edge  of  a  marsh  in  the  river 
Nassau,  and  is  in  measure  fortj-  chains;  the  front  runs  partly  on  the  edge  of  said  marsh,  and  partly  ou 
the  bank  of  St.  Juana  creek,  which  divides  this  tract  from  the  lauds  of  Francis  Deaz  Terun;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  originallj'  made  to  his  deceased  father,  Spicer  Christopher,  under 
the  orders  of  Governor  Quesada,  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  judge  commissioned  for  that  purpose,  February  15, 
1792,  and  surveyed  by  Eastlake,  as  appears  from  a  certified  copy  of  their  certificate,  hereunto  annexed,  and 
marked  A,  in  pursuance  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  and  for  which  tract  the  full  or  royal  title 
annexed,  marked  B,  was  obtained  by  said  Spicer  from  Governor  White,  under  date  of  April  8,  1809,  and 
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which  tract  your  memorialist  inherits  as  one  of  the  co-heirs  of  said  Spicer  Christopher,  deceased.  Your 
memorialist  further  shuwcth  that  he  is  now  in  actual  possession  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of 
the  cession,  and  for  many  years  preceding;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  on  the 
said  tract,  now  in  Duval  county.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  CHRISTOPHER, 
Per  his  attorney,  FARQ.  BETHUNE. 

[Here  ffillows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned 
judge  for  the  distribution  of  lands,  of  15  caballerias,  (500  acres,)  dated  February  15,  1792,  surveyed  for 
Spicer  Christoi)hor.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  tlie  royal  title  by  Governor  White  to  Spicer  Christopher  for  the 
land,  dated  April  8,  1809,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DKCREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  exhibited  a  royal  title  for  the  land  claimed,  made  by  Governor  White,  April  8,  1809,  to 
Spicer  Christopher,  deceased,  from  whom  the  claimant  derives  title  by  devise;  the  said  devise  is  on  tile  in 

this  office  in   the  case  of vs.  The  United  States.     The  title  of  the  claimant  is  confirmed. 

April  11.  ' 

No.  4. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Farquhar  Bethune  vs.  The  United  States.     For  eleven  hundred  acres  of  (and. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Farquhar  Bethune  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  eleven  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  Halifax  river,  Mosquito,  bounded 
as  follows:  on  the  north  by  lands  granted  to  Samuel  Williams;  on  the  east  by  the  river  Halifax;  on  the 
south  and  west  by  vacant  lands  at  the  time  of  the  survey;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  White  September  5,  1805,  in  lieu  of  an  equal  number  of  acres  granted 
to  him  August  5,  1803,  and  i-etroceded  to  government  by  your  memorialist  for  the  above  tract,  and  which 
grant  was  made  to  him  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790;  and  for  which  tract,  after 
complying  with  the  conditions  imposed  by  said  royal  order,  your  memorialist  obtained  the  title  in  fee 
simple,  hereto  annexed,  dated  March  4,  1814,  granted  by  Governor  Kindelan.  Your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  now  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and  from 
the  year  1805;  that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Florida  and  a  resident  of  Amelia  island,  Duval  county;  the 
survey  of  said  tract  by  John  Purcell  is  also  annexed  to  this  memorial.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted,  &c. 

FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Juan  Purcell  of  1,100  acres  of 
land,  surveyed  for  claimant,  dated  May  18,  1806.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Kindelan  to  claimant  for  the 
1,100  acres,  dated  March  4,  1814,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

A  royal  grant  made  to  claimant  for  the  land  claimed  by  Governor  Kindelan  March  4,  1814,  and  a 
certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  John  Purcell  May  18,  1806,  being  submitted  as  evidence  of  title,  the 
claim  is  confirmed.     April  11. 

No.  5. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Widow  and  heirs  of  Bagley  vs.  The  United  Staies.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commi.'isioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Anna  Hogans,  widow,  and  the  other  heirs  of  Francis  Bagley,  deceased,  respectfully 
showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's;  on  the  north  by  said  river;  south  b}'  public  lands;  east  by  lands 
granted  to  Reuben  Hogans;  and  west  by  lauds  granted  to  William  Hendricks;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  Francis  Bagley  in  1816  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  having  married  the  widow  of  said 
Francis  Bagley.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands, 
and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Attorney  for  Ilemorialists. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Francisco  Bagley  of 
the  three  hundred  acres,  dated  D(^cember  24,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  George  Clarke  of  the  three 
hundred  acres  surveyed  for  Anna  Hogans,  widow  of  Bagley,  dated  June  24,  1818.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

_  A  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Francis  Bagley,  deceased,  under  whom  the  claimants 
derive  their   title  to  the  "laiul  in  question,  dated  December  24,  Is'lT,  and  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat 


1826.] 
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bj'  Georpc  J.  F.  Clarke,   having  been  produced  as  evidence  uf   title,   and  being  salisfactury,  the  board 
confirm  the  title.     April  12. 

No.  6. — See  Kkpout  No.  1. 
Prudence  Plummer  vs.  The  Unih'd  SlaJea.     For  three  hundred  and  Jlflij  and  tme-lhird  acres  of  land. 

.MEMOUIAl,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioneis  appointed  to  ascertain  claimrf  and  ////c.s-  to  land.-^  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Prudence  Fhimmer,  widow  of  Daniel  Plummer,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth  : 
That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  known  by  th(!  name  of  Mont|ielier,  consisting  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  and  <ine-third  acres,  situateil  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  St.  .John's,  the  boundaries 
of  which  said  tract  commence  at  a  gum  tree  marked  with  a  cross  on  the  side  of  a  cove  or  creek  nf  the 
said  river,  and  terminates  where  a  pine  tree  is  marked  with  the  same  sign;  this  line  being  biiumlcd'by 
the  lands  of  Isaac  Bowden,  measuring  56  chains;  the  second  line  runs  22°  east,  beginning  at  the 
aforesaid  pine  tree  and  terminating  with  the  other  mark  before  mentioned,  measuring  180  chains;  the 
third  line  runs  north  70°  west,  beginning  at  the  aforesaid  pine  tree  and  terminating  by  a  ('ypress 
tree  marked  with  a  cross  on  the  shore  of  the  river  St.  John's,  this  line  being  bounded  by  lands'Jol'  Ann 
Travers,  measuring  41  chains;  and  which  said  tract  of  land  was  originally  granted  to  one  Samuel  Eastlake, 
in  the  year  1792,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790;  but  he  not  liaving  fullilled  the/-onditions 
required,  3'our  memorialist  took  jiossession  of  the  said  land,  and  the  ownership  and  possession  thereof 
were  confirmed  to  your  memorialist  by  a  decree  of  the  Spanish  government  in  East  Florida  under 
Governor  White,  Septend)er  17,  1800,  as  appear  by  the  said  decree,  a  cojiy  of  which  is  herowith'presented. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  has  ever  since  been  in  quiet  possession  of  the  saiii  land, 
and  cultivated  and  improved  it,  and  now  actually  resides  on  it;  that  she  was  an  inhabitant  resident  mi 
said  land  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States.  All  which  is  respectfully  sulnnitted, 
&c.     St.  Augustine,  October  23,  1823. 

PRUDENCE  PLUMMER, 
By  her  attorney  JOHN   ROD.M.VN. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  ten  cal>allerias  and  seventeen 
acres  of  land  (350  acres)  by  Pedr(.)  Marrot,  surveyed  for  Samuel  Eastlake,  dated  Januai\y  6,  1702.] 

[Here  follows  a  judicial  proceeding,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  late  gcjveniment  confirmed  to  Mrs. 
Plummer  her  right  to  the  land.     Said  proceeding  is  dated  September  7,  1800.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot  to  Samuel 
Eastlake  for  the  land  claimed,  dated  January  6,  1792.  By  a  proceeding  which  was  also  exhibited,  it 
appeared  that  the  claimant  took  possession  of  the  land,  which  was  confirmed  to  her  hy  a  decree  of  the 
government.  Being-  of  opinion  that  this  claim  would  have  been  valid  had  Florida  remained  a  dominion  of 
Spain,  we  confirm  the  title.     April  12. 

No.  7. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Charles  Sefon  vs.  The  United  States.     For  si,v  hundred  aci-es  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  Messrs.  Alexander  Hamilton,  W.   W.  Blair,  and  Bavis  Floyd,  land  commissionei-s,  now  sitting  in  St. 

Augustine,  Ead  Florida: 

r ^Memorial  of  Charles   Seton,  merchant  and  planter,  residing  in  Fernandina,  stating  his  right  to  the 
following  tract  of  land  granted  l.iy  authority  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  Ferdinand  VII. 

Grant  No.  3.  Royal  titles  in  fee  simple  for  COO  acres  of  land  in  Sample  swamp,  on  the  river  Nassau, 
as  per  plat  annexed.  The  first  line  commencing  at  a  pine  tree,  running  south  22°  east,  100  chains,  to  a 
pine;  second  line,  from  that  south  68°  west,  60  ciiains,  to  a  pine;  third  line,  from  that  north  22°  west,  100 
chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth  line,  from  that  68°  east,  60  chains,  until  it  strikes  the  first  line;  vacant  land  all 
around.  Granted  bj'  (xovernor  Coppinger,  September  13,  1816,  for  my  services  during'  the  revolution  of 
1812  and  1813,  in  which  I  was  dangerously  wounded.  A  full  grant  without  any  conditions.  Fernandina, 
October  15,  1823. 

CHARLES  SETON. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke  of  the  six 
hundred  acres,  dated  May  18,  1816.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  roj'al  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  claimant  of  the  six 
hundred  acres,  dated  September  13,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  exhibited  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  for  the  land  described  in  his 
memorial,  dated  May  18,  1816;  also  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Co|ipingcr  to  him  on  September  13, 
1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815."  We  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  confirm  to 
the  claimant  the  title  thereof.     April  12. 
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No.  8. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Juhn  Floyd's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioi^ers  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

Tlic  memorial  of  (Uitliarine  Hall,  Margaret  Floyd,  Mary  D.  Floyd,  John  Floyd,  and  Andrew  Floyd, 
children  and  heirs  of  John  Floyd,  otherwise  called  Jose  Juanoda,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  North  river,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  bounded  as  follows:  the  first  line  runs  north  G5°,  beginning 
at  a  pine  tree  marked  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  on  the  border  of  the  marsh  of  the  North  river,  and 
terminates  at  a  stake  with  the  same  mark  at  the  border  of  the  marsh  of  Guana  creek,  containing  1.5  chains; 
the  second  line  runs  south  75°  west,  beginning  at  a  stake  marked  with  the  same  sign,  planted  at  the 
border  of  a  marsh  of  Guana  creek,  and  terminates  at  a  pine  tree  witli  the  same  sign,  at  the  border  of  a 
marsh  of  the  North  river,  containing  70  chains,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  survey  and  plat,  dated 
May  15,  1793,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  presented.  The  said  tract  of  laud  was  granted  by  Governor 
Quesada  on  February  1,  1793,  to  Augustine  15uyck,  under  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  and  by  the 
said  Augustine  liuyek  transferred  to  the  said  Josii  Juancda  on  April  30,  1799,  tiie  father  of  your  memorial- 
ists; and  (he  said  land  was  held  and  cultivated  by  your  memorialists'  fatlier  until  his  death,  about  five 
years  ago,  and  since  Jiis  death  has  been  in  the  uninterrupted  possession  of  your  memorialists,  who  were 
resident  inhabitants  of  East  Florida  at  the  time  of  the  cessitm  of  Florida  to  the  United  States.  lu  con- 
firmation of  the   title  of  your  memorialists  the  following  documents  are  herewith  presented: 

1.  Grant  from  Governor  Quesada,  dated  February  1,  1793. 

2.  Transfer  b}'  Governor  White  of  the  land  to  Jose  Juancda,  April  30,  1799. 

3.  Survey  and  plat. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.     St.  Augustine,  October  23,  1823. 

J.  RODMAN,  Attorney  for  the  ilemorialiats. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  concession  by  Governor  Quesada  of  the  laud  to  Augustine 
Buyck,  dated  February  1,  1793.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  bj'  Pedro  Marrot  of  six  caballerias, 
(equal  to  200  acres,)  surveyed  for  Augustine  Buyck,  dated  May  15,  1793.] 

[Here  fi.illows  the  translation  of  the  permission  given  by  Governor  White  to  Augustine  Buyck  to 
transfer  the  200  acres  to  Jose  Juancda,  dated  April  30,  1799.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  B0.4.RD. 

The  claimants,  as  heirs  of  Jolin  Floj'd,  deceased,  (alias  Jose  Juaneda,)  produced  to  the  board  the 
grant  to  Augustine  Buyck  for  the  land  claimed,  dated  February  1,  1793,  together  with  a  certificate  and 
plat  of  survey  bj'  Marrot.  Buyck,  Ijy  permission  of  Governor  White,  transferred  the  land  to  the  father  of 
claimants  Ajiril  30,  1799.     The  title  is  confirmed.     April  12. 

No.  9. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Robert  Pritchard's  heirs  \s.   The   United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  f fly  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoraJjle  the  commissioners  a]y]xnnted  to  a.?certain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  James  Hall  and  Eleanor  Hall,  his  wife,  formerly  wife  of  Robert  Pritchard,  deceased, 
John  Creigliton  and  Mary  Creighton,  daughter  of  the  said  Robert  Pritchard,  Ann  Stallings,  widow  of 
Elias  Stallings,  also  daughter  of  the  said  Robert  Pritchard,  Robert  Pritchard,  son  of  the  said  Robert 
Pritchard,  and  Amelia  Pritchard,  daugliter  of  the  said  Robert  Pritchard,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialists,  the  said  James  Hall  and  Eleanor  Hall,  his  wife,  were  residents  in  Florida,  and  your  other 
memorialists  in  the  States  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  at  tlie  ])eriod  of  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the 
United  States;  that  your  memorialists,  James  Hall  and  Eleanor  Hall,  and  Ann  Stallings,  are  now  actual 
residents  in  East  Florida,  and  your  other  memorialists  in  the  United  States;  tliat  your  memorialists 
claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  in  Jacksonville,  compris- 
ing the  town  of  Jacksonville,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  in  the  county  of  Duval,  formerly 
called  the  ferry  of  St.  Nicholas,  which  said  tract  of  land  is  part  of  a  grant  from  the  Spanish  government", 
made  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  by  Governor  Queseda  to  the  said  Robert  Pritchard, 
on  January  3,  1791,  as  appears  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  grant  herewith  presented.  Your 
memorialists  further  show  that  immediately  after  the  aforesaid  grant  was  delivered  a  regular  survey  of 
the  same  was  duly  made,  but  which  survey  has  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  troubles  which  took  place 
in  this  country  in  the  years  1811  and  1812;  the  making  of  the  said  survey  and  the  running  of  the  lines 
can,  ho-wever,  be  proved  by  living  witnesses  residing  near  the  said  tract  of  land.  That  the  said  Robert 
Pritchard,  immediately  on  receiving  the  grant  in  the  year  1791,  took  possession  of  said  land,  planted  it, 
and  erected  buildings  thereon,  and  the  agents  of  the  heirs,  under  their  authority,  remained  in  possession 
of  the  same  until  compelled  by  the  troubles  and  insurrection  in  the  country  in  1811  and  1812  to  quit  the 
same,  and  that  since  then  they  have  been  unlawfully  kept  out  of  possession  by  dift'erent  persons,  some  of 
whom  are  now  on  tlie  premises.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.     St  Augustine,  October  23,  1823. 

JOHN  RODMAN,  Attorney  for  Memorialists. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  grant  by  Governor  Quesada  of  the  laud,  dated  January  3,  1791.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  St.  John's  County : 

Personally  appc^ared  before  me  John  Jones,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposetli  and  saith,  that  twenty 
years  ago  or  upwards  lie  was  well  ac([uaiuted  with  Robert  Pritchard,  and  that  one  Lain  settled  a  tract  of 
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land  for  Robert  Pritoliard,  on  wliidi  Zacliariali  Ilog-ans  now  lives,  and  that  Lain  settlcil  said  tract  l\<v  tlio 
express  purpose  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Spanish  governuicut. 

.)t>li\   ,l()Ni:s. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  19th  June,  1824. 

S.VMUEL  FAIIMSAXKS,  ,/.  /'. 

Territory  of  Fi.omn.i,  Sf.  John's  Count d  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Sanniel  Fairbanks,  justice  of  the  peace,  Joseph  llo^^-aus,  wlio,  beiu"- 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that,  in  the  year  1SU3  or  1804,  he  knew  John  Joseph  Lain  did  cultivate  a 
certain  tract  of  land  for  Robert  I'ritciiard,  deceased,  said  to  have  been  a  part  of  tlu;  tract  of  laud  ;;-rauted 
him  as  his  hcadrights,  now  in  possession  of  Lewis  Ilogans. 

JOSElil  11()(;AXS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  I'Jth  June,  1824. 

SAMUEL  FAIRIJAXK.'^,  ./.  P. 
Territory  of  Florid.\,  St.  Johns  Cottnfi/: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Fairbanks,  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  count v,  James 
Plummcr,  who,  iieinp:  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saitii  that  about  three  or  four  montiis  a<;o  Isaac 
Hendricks  told  this  deponent  that  he,  Isaac  Hendricks,  went  to  the  Spanish  ofiice  and  took"iut  two 
papers,  and  that  ho  carried  them  both  to  Georf;-e  J.  F.  Clarke,  and  that  Clarke  picked  out  the  iiajiers  that 
belonged  to  Hendricks,  and  that  he,  Hendricks,  carried  the  other  paper  back  to  tiie  ollice,  not  knowing 
what  paper  it  was. 

JAMES  PLUMMER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  June,  1824. 

SAMUEL  FA1K15ANKS,  ./.  2>. 

Territory  of  Florid,!,  St.  John's  Counti/ : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Fairbanks,  justice  of  the  peace,  Daniel  Hogans,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  about  eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago  this  deponentcalled  at  a  place 
on  the  other  side  of  St.  John's  river,  near  Jacksonville,  and  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lain  lived  there, 
and  said  he  was  put  there  by  Mr.  Rijbert  Pritchard,  and  that  there  was  a  small  croji  of  corn  on  the  place, 
and  one  or  two  small  buildings;  and  about  twenty  j-ears  ago  this  deponent  saith  that  his  lather  showed 
him  a  tree  which  he  told  this  deponent  was  the  corner  tree  of  Mr.  Pritchard's  tract,  which  answered  with 
Vanever's  late  plat  and  survey  on  that  place,  which  I  saw  at  Jacksonville  court  in  A])ril  last. 

DANIEL  HOGANS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  this  23d  June,  1824. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  J.  P. 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  S.  Fairbanks,  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  David  Scurry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  in  the  j'car  1818  this  deponent  was  in  company  with 
Isaac  Hendricks,  and  he,  Hendricks,  told  this  deponent  he  had  taken  two  jilats  out  of  the  Spanish  ofiice 
of  Pritchard  and  carried  them  to  George  J,  F.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Clarke  gave  him  the  one  for  the  laml  this 
side  the  river  St.  John's,  where  said  Hendricks  lives.  The  plat  for  the  other  side  he  put  back  into  the 
office,  and  told  this  deponent  he  had  traced  out  his  lines  by  Pritchard's  plats,  and  he  found  everything  to 
answer  according  to  what  he  had  been  told;  and  found  the  stump  of  the  corner  tree  near  the  garrison,  on 
the  river  side,  which  the  soldiers  had  cut  down,  a  short  leaf  pine,  and  said  he  would  hew  a  light  wood 
post  and  set  down  at  the  corner.  Hendricks  wished  to  know  whether  this  deponent  thought  if  there  was 
more  land  in  the  lines  than  the  plat  called  for,  whether  the  American  law  would  take  it  from  him,  as  the 
plat  called  for  215  acres,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Hendricks  said  he  thought  there  were  near  300 
acres.  Hendricks  further  told  this  deponent  he  had  got  all  his  papers  in  his  own  name,  and  that  he  could 
go  on  with  his  buildings  in  safety,  and  that  Doctor  Stiles  had  told  him  so  to  do,  as  he  had  more  sense 
than  half  the  men  in  Florida. 

DAVID    X    SCURRY. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  24th  June,  1824. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  J.  P. 

Territory  of  Florid.i,  St.  John's  Count;/: 

Personally  appeared  before  mc,  S.  Fairbanks,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  Joseph 
Summerall,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  well  aciiuainted  with  the  late  Robert 
Pritchard  when  he  was  settled  and  cultivated  a  certain  tract  of  land  now  in  the  possession  of  Isaac 
Hendricks,  at  the  Old  St.  Nicholas,  said  to  contain  (JuO  acres,  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

JOSEPH  SUMMERALL. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  19th  day  of  June,  1824. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  -/.  P. 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  S.  Fairbanks,  Joseph  Hogans,  who,  being  duly  swcrn,  deposeth  and 
saith  that  he  was  acquainted  witli  the  late  Iviliert  Pritchard  when  he  was  settled  on  and  cultivated^ 
certain  tract  of  land  now  in  the  possession  of  Isaac  Hendricks,  at  the  Old  St.  Nicholas,  said  to  contain 
650  acres,  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

JOSEPH  HOGANS. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  19th  June,  1824. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  J.  P. 

pecref.  by  the  board. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  foregoing  claim  of  Pritchard's  heirs  was  a  valid  one  under 
the  late  Spanish  government,  they  therefore  conlirm  it  to  the  heirs  aforesaid.     April  12. 
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No.  10. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Terei^a  3Iarshall's  heirs  vs.  The  Uniled  .Slates.    For  Jive  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  a  third  acres  of  land. 

MEM0RI.4I.. 

To  the  honorable  the  co7iwiissio7iers  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Eliza  Burnett,  for  herself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Teresa  Marshall,  deceased,  respect- 
fully showeth:  That  your  memorialist,  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Teresa  Marshall,  o-s  such  heirs,  and 
al.^'oin  their  oi'ni  rif/hl.-<,  claims  title  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  five  hundred  and 
thirty-three  and  one-third  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said  land  was 
granted  without  any  condition,  and  in  absolute  property,  on  the  tenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1791, 
by  the  governor  of  East  Florida  to  the  said  Teresa  Mar.shall,  then  Teresa  Hills,  the  widow  and  relict  of 
one  Lodowick  Hills.  Your  memorialist  and  the  other  heirs  of  the  said  Teresa  Marshall,  being  children 
of  the  said  Teresa  Marshall  by  the  said  Lodowick  Hills,  as  the  headrights  of  her,  said  Teresa  Marshall, 
then  Teresa  Hills,  and  of  her  children,  and  upon  the  joint  property  of  herself  and  her  said  children,  under 
the  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  of  October  29,  1790,  as  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a  reference 
to  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  grant  to  the  said  Teresa  Marshall,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and 
marked  exhibit  A.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  surveyed,  by  order 
of  the  government,  by  Josiah  Dupont,  a  surveyor  regularly  authorized  for  that  purpose,  and  under  the 
superintendence  and  'direction  of  one  Pedro  Marrot,  an  ofticer  appointed  by  the  government  to  make  a 
special  delivery  of  this  land  to  the  said  Teresa  Marshall,  then  Teresa  Hills;  and  that  the  said  tract  or 
parcel  of  land' was  formally  delivered  to  her,  after  the  survey  thereof  by  the  said  Pedro  Marrot,  on  May 
28  1793,  as  will  appear  by'a  reference  to  the  exhibit  B,  herewith  submitted  and  filed.  Your  memorialist 
further  shows  that  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  is  situated  on  the  North  river,  on  the  west  side  thereof, 
about  nine  miles  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Santa  Teresa,  and  has  the 
following  lines  and  dimensions,  that  is  to  say:  the  first  line  begins  at  the  stake  marked  with  a  cross  on 
the  margin  of  the  marsh  of  a  branch  called  the  Sweet  Water  branch,  and  runs  north  78  degrees  west,  45 
chains,  to  another  stake  with  the  same  mark;  the  second  line  runs  thence  north  32  degrees  east,  25 
chains,'  to  a  live-oak  marked  with  a  cross;  the  said  two  lines  were,  at  the  time  of  the  said  survey  of  the 
said  land,  bounded  by  vacant  lands;  the  third  line  runs  from  the  said  live-oak  north  58  degrees  west,  62 
chains,  to  a  piue  also  marked  with  a  cross,  and  was  bounded  at  the  time  of  survey  by  lands  of  one  Roque 
Leonardy;  the  fourth  runs  south  10  degrees  east,  87  chains,  to  another  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  the 
fifth  line' runs  thence  south  37  degrees  east,  43  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  the  sixth  line  runs 
thence  north  78  degrees  east,  53  chains,  to  another  pine  marked  also  with  a  cross,  which  said  last-men- 
tioned pine  is  on  the  margin  of  the  said  Sweet  Water  branch;  all  which  will  more  fully  and  distinctly 
appear  by  a  reference  to  a  copy  of  the  original  plat  of  the  survey  thereof,  being  part  of  exhibit  B. 
Y^our  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  Teresa  Marshall  occupied  and  cultivated  the  said  land  for 
many  years  after  the  grant  thereof,  and  that  she  departed  this  life  about  the  year ,  leaving  your  me- 
morialist and  her  other  children  her  heirs.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  she  and  the  other  children 
of  the  said  Teresa  Marshall  were,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United 
States,  and  are  now,  inhabitants  and  settlers  of  East  Florida;  and  that  the  said  Teresa  Marshall  was, 
when  the  said  land  was  granted  to  her  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  of  her  death,  a  resident  and  settler 
of  East  Florida,  and  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Spain.  Wherefore,  your  memorialist  prays  a  confirmation 
of  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Teresa  Marsliall  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  appurtenances, 
conformably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

ELIZA  BURNETT, 
By  JOHN  DRYSDALE,  her  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Quesada  of  the  land,  dated  October  10, 
1791,  to  Teresa  Marshall.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  of  sixteen  cabal- 
lerias,  (equal  to  533|  acres,)  dated  May  28,  1793,  surveyed  for  Teresa  Marshall.] 

DECREE    BY  THE    BOARD. 

The  claimants,  as  heirs  of  Teresa  Marshall,  deceased,  produced  in  evidence  an  unconditional  grant  for 
the  Land  described  in  their  memorial  to  this  board,  made  by  Governor  Quesada  to  the  aforesaid  Teresa 
Marshall,  dated  October  10,  1791;  also  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  the  same.  In  consideration 
whereof,  we  confirm  the  same.     April  1 2. 

No.  11. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Houston  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  aci'es  cfland. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  John  Houston  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  island  of  Talbot,  bounded  north  and  south  by 
lands  of  your  memorialist,  cast  and  west  by  marshes;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal 
grant  made  to  William  Hendricks,  June  13,  1809,  l\y  Governor  AVhite,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790, 
who  sold  the  same  to  Spicer  Clu-istopher,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  royal  grant  which  is  herewith  presented, 
who,  by  his  last  will,  convej'ed  the  same  to  your  memorialist.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth 
that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  tlie  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  MemonalisCs  Attorney. 
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[Ilorc  follows  the  translation  of  tli(>  rnvn!  litlo  mado  by  Oiivonior  A\'lnt('  to  Spiccv  ('lirist(i|iliri-  of  llio 
liundrcfl  acres,  dated  April  12,  iSO'.l;  said  tillo  s|irrilyiii;j,-  iIkiI  William  llcndricks  had  ccdid  llir  land  to 
Christopher.] 

liElT.EF.  I!Y  Tlir.   llOAHn. 

TiiC  royal  title  made  liy  (iovernm-  \\'liiti'  to  Siiicer  ChristuplnT.  dated  April  12,  ISd'.l,  licino-  siilniiitlcil 
as  evidence  of  title  for  the  iiundred  acres,  .■md  lieiiie-  satisf.-uieiy,  the  JMiaid  eiinliim  the  <laini  to  llonstoii 
and  his  heirs.     April  1-2. 

Xo.   12.— S^e  llKI'eUT  X.l.   1. 
Frdro  Ti.  dr  Cain  vs.  77ic  Viilled  Sl(it(:<.      Fur  /im  Imiiilrril  (i,-rr^. 


To  the  honorable  llie  cominissioncr.-i  appoiitlcd  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Pedro  K.  de  Cala  res]iectfnlly  showetii:  'I'iiat  your  ineniorialists  elaim 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  consistin.c,-  of  headrig-hts  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on  St.  Dieg'o  swamp,  at  a 
place  known  by  the  name  of  Clarke's  Kice  Plantation,  bounded  on  the  iKJrth  by  lands  of  Francis  Sanclie/, 
deceased,  and  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Itobert  Andros,  deceased,  and  on  tiie  cast  and  west  by  vacant 
lands;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  gi'ant  made  to  said  Pedro  P.  de  Cala  by  Covernor 
White.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  tliat  the  ileceased,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  was  a  subject  of  Spain  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine,  November  10, 
1823. 

WILLIAM  PEYXOLPS,  for  the  heirs  of  ]'.  1!.  de  Cala. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  C(.incession  by  Governor  White  of  the  laud  to  Pedro  P.  de  Cala, 
dated  August  4,  1803.] 

DECREE  BY  THE   BO.IRD. 

We  find  in  this  case  that  Governor  White,  on  the  memorial  of  Pedro  R.  de  Cala,  conceded  to  him  the 
land  formerly  belonging-  to  one  Ellerbee;  the  cemcession  bears  date  August  4,  1803.  We  confirm  the 
claim  to  the  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Cala.     April  13. 

I  hereby  certify  that  it  appears  of  record  in  my  otlice  that  there  was  granted  to  John  Ellerbee,  on 
May  12,  1803,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  by  Governor  White,  on  the  same  conditions  that  the  same  laud 
was  previously  granted  to  Thomas  Ellerbee  by  Governor  Quesada,  October  20,  1791. 

In  testimonj'  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  oiKce,  at  the  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
[l.  s.]     December  24,  1825.  ■ 

AVILLLVM  REYNOLDS,  Keejier  of  the  Public  Arehices. 

(Endorsed:)— "To  be  filed  in  the  ca.se  of  Cala,  for  200  acres." 

X'o.  13. — See  Pieport  X"o.  1. 
liobert  Hutchinson  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  one  hundred  and  f/ti/  acres  cf  land. 

MEMORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apiMinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Robert  Hutchinson  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  bank  of  Little  St.  Mary's  river,  at  the 
first  mount  above  the  mouth  of  said  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made 
to  him  September  11,  1811,  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of— a  certified  copy  of  which  concession  is 
herewith  presented,  and  dated  as  above.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  in 
possession  of  said  lands;  tliat  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  ITnited  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

PtOBT  IIUTCIIIXSOX. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Governor  Estrada  to  claimant  of 
the  150  acres  of  land,  dated  September  11,  1811.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  Dueal : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  ine  Charles  Hogans,  and,  being  sworn,  deposotli  ami  saith  that 
he  is  knowing  to  Mr.  Robert  Ilutchiusoii  improving  a  piece  of  land  on  St.  Mary's  river,  about  two  miles 
above  Little  St.  Mary's;  and  tf.at  he  has  cultivated  the  same,  or  that  it  has  been  done  by  his  direction,  for 
more  than  ten  years  past. 

^         ^  CHARLES  IIOGAXS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  January  16,  1824. 

WM.  G.  DAWSOX,  J.  P. 

DECREE  BY  THE  BlURD. 

The  claimant  submitted,  as  evidence  of  title,  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  to  him  by  Governor 
Estrada,  dated  September  11,  1811,  for  the  land  claimed.  It  was  proven  that  he  had  cultivated  the  same 
for  more  than  ten  years.     We  confirm  the  title.     April  13. 
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No.  14. — See  Report  No.  1. 
E.  Waterman's  hrira  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorahic  the  ajmmixxioners  apjjointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida:  ^ 

The  |)etiti(in  of  Sarah  Waterman,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  lieirs  of  the  estate  of  E.  Waterman,  showeth: 
That  yuiir  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting-  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  Bell's 
river,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  Bell's  river,  on  the  south  and  west  by  lands  of  the  said  Waterman, 
and  on  the  other  side  by  lands  vacant  at  the  time  of  survey,  as  will  appear  by  the  plat  thereof  hereto 
annexed  and  marked  A;  begins  at  a  pine  and  runs  thence  south  39°  west,  36  chains,  to  another  pine; 
thence  north  51°  west,  75  chains,  to  another  pine;  thence  39°  east,  30  chains,  to  an  oak;  thence  in  a  direct 
line  to  the  edge  of  Bell's  river,  and  along-  the  margin  of  said  river  to  the  first  point;  and  which  survey 
■was  made,  February  5,  181 G,  by  Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives,  in  behalf  as 
aforesaid,  i'rom  a  royal  grant  made  to  Jo.seph  Howell  by  Governor  Coppingcr,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  October  29,  1190,  whcj  sold  to  the  said  E.  Waterman  in  his  lifetime;  and  that  the  said  grant 
bears  date  February  22,  1810,  and  herewith  filed,  marked  B.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that 
she  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  said  estate,  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  she  is  a  citizen  of 
the'United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ARCH'D  CLARK,  Attorney  for  Ex.  and  heirs  of  E.  Walerman. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Joseph  Howell,  who 
afterwards  sold  his  right  to  the  2(50  acres  to  Eleazer  Waterman,  as  the  said  royal  title  sets  forth,  the 
title  being  dated  February  22,  1816,  and  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  the  260  acres  by  Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke, 
dated  February  5,  1816.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

A  royal  title  for  the  land  claimed,  made  by  Governor  Cppjiinger  to  Eleazer  Waterman,  deceased,  who 
obtained  it  from  Joseph  llowell,  dated  February  22,  1816;  also  a  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  the 
same  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  February  5,  1816,  being  produced  by  the  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Waterman, 
and  being  satisfactory,  we  confirm  the  title  to  claimants.     April  14. 

No.  15. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Addison  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  tliousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Addison  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  acres,  situated  on  the  river  Tomoka,  at  a  place 
called  Carricfergus,  to  the  southward  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  of  John 
Bunch,  on  the  west  by  the  public  road,  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  Gabl.  William  Perpall,  and  on  the 
east  by  the  river  Tomoka;  beginning  at  a  pine  marked  A,  thence  north  25°  east,  125  chains  and  50  links,  to 
a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  tlience  north  80°  west,  85  chains,  begins  at  a  stake  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the 
same  mark;  thence  north  75°  east,  95  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  plat  and 
certificate  made  in  favor  of  memorialist  by  Robert  McHardy,  dated  May  10,  1816,  filed  with  the  proceeding 
in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  at  St.  Augustine;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal 
title  made  to  him  June  8,  181G,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1190, 
as  will  be  seen  by  a  certified  copy  of  said  royal  title  herewith  filed.  And  j'our  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  before  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the 
United  States;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida.  All  of  vi-hich  is 
respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

JOHN  ADDISON. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  of  the  1,414  acres  of 
land,  dated  June  8,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

A  royal  title  made  to  claimant  for  the  land  claimed  by  Governor  Coppinger,  June  8,  1817,  being 
submitted  as  evidence  of  title,  and  being  satisfactory,  we  coniirm  the  claim.     April  15. 

TESTIMONY. 

John  Addison  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  thouitand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  land. 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  being  sworn,  states  that  in  the  year  1820  ho  saw  claimant  on  the  land  claimed; 
that  there  were  buildings  and  other  improvements  on  the  land  which  was  then  in  cultivation,  and  has 
ever  understood  that  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  said  laud 

F.  J.  FATIO. 

Before  the  board  April  15,  1825. 
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No.  10. — See  Kkimrt  No.  1. 

BomiiHjo  Acosla  vs    TJie  i'niled  Slalf^.     Far  i^i.r  humlnd  and  nuuij-Jirf  wrcs  <i/'  land. 

51i:M(ii;i.u,. 

To  Ihr  hanaralilr  the  nniDniaxi'inrrtt  aji/«iinlrd  la  asccrldin  liaiina  and  lUIrs  In  lands  in  F.aM  Florida : 

Tlic  jiotitioii  of  Doiiiiiig-o  Acost;i  rt'.'ipccti'ully  .sliowctli:  That  your  incinoriali.st  claiiii.s  title  to  a  tract 
of  laiul  consisting  of  six  Iniiidrod  ami  ninety-five  acres,  situated  in  tiirec;  surveys,  as  follows:  2o0  acres  on 
the  cast  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  a  place  called  Afount  Tucker,  250  acres  on  the  east  side  of  Lala; 
Georg^e,  and  195  acres  on  the  cast  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  the  first  i)oint  above  a  place  called  .Mount 
Royal,  and  are  bounded  as  follows:  250  acres  at  Mount  Tucker  begins  at  a  water  oak  near  the  river  St. 
John's  and  runs  east,  53  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  north,  48  chains,  to  another  pine;  thence  west,  53  chains, 
to  a  piuc  on  the  banks  of  said  river;  thence  along  its  meanders  to  the  beg-inning-,  as  will  be  seen  by  a 
plat  and  certificate  dated  June  1,  1821,  and  marked  \;  250  acres  ou  the  east  side  of  Lake  George  begins 
at  an  ash  on  the  banks  of  said  lake  and  runs  north  00°  east,  34  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  south  40"  east, 
74  chains,  to  another  pine;  thence  south  00°  west,  34  chains,  to  an  ash  on  the  banks  of  the  said  lake; 
thence  along  the  margin  of  the  said  lake  to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  ]ilat  and  certilicato  dateil 
April  10,  1821,  and  marked  H;  105  acres  at  Mount  Koyal  begins  at  an  elm  on  the  banks  of  tlie  river  St. 
John's  and  runs  south  75°  east,  50  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  north  50°  east,  30  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence 
north  75°  west,  55  chains,  to  an  elm  on  tlie  banks  of  said  river;  thence  along  tiie  meanders  of  said  river 
to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  plat  and  certilicato  dated  May  30,  1S20,  and  marked  C,  which 
several  plats  and  certilicates  were  made  by  Gec-rge  J.  F.  Clarke;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  royal  title  made  to  him  on  JIarch  20,  1817,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  tiie  royal  order  of 
March  20,  1815,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  certilied  copy  herewith  presented,  and  marked  E.  .\nd  your  memo- 
rialist further  showcth  that  he  is  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands,  an<l  was  so  before  the  cession  of  this 
Territory  to  the  United  States;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  Uernandina,  in 
Amelia  island,  East  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitteil,  i'i:c. 

BERNARDO  "SEGUI,  Allomci/  in  fadf«r  I\nninr/o  Arosla. 

[Here  follows  tlie  translation  of  a  plat  and  ccrtiiicate  of  survey  of  250  acres,  at  Jlount  Tucker,  by 
G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  June  1,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  plat  and  certilicato  of  survey  of  250  acres,  at  Lake  George,  by 
G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  April  10,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  plat  and  certilicato  of  survey  of  195  acres,  at  Mount  Royal,  by 
G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  May  30,  1820.] 

[Here  folltiws  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  bj-  Governor  Cofipiiiger  to  Domingo  Acosta  for  the 
695  acres,  dated  March  20,  1817.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRII. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  royal  title  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger  for  the  land 
described  in  his  memorial,  dated  March  20,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  5larch  29,  1815;  also 
three  separate  certificates  and  plats  of  survey  of  the  same;  all  of  which  being  satisfactory  to  the  board, 
they  confirmed  the  title  to  claimant.     April  15. 

No.  17. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Anionic)  Andrew  vs.  The  Vnifed  iSlales.      Fur  one  hundred  and  licenhj  acres  of  land. 

ME3I0RI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Eajtl  Florida^ 

The  petition  of  the  widows  and  heirs  of  Antonio  Andrew  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists 
claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  situated  im  the  North  river,  at  a 
place  known  by  the  name  of  Sta.  Catalina,  about  nine  rniles  north  of  St.  Augustine,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  lands  of  James  R.  Hanham,  on  the  south  by  those  of  Juan  Segui,  on  the  east  by  Guana  creek,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  North  river;  the  first  line  runs  north  44°  east,  74  chains  50  links;  the  second  runs  south 
44°  west,  70  chains;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  roj-al  title  made  to  Lorenzo  Capella, 
April  10,  1804,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  20,  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to 
Antonio  Andrew,  deceased,  as  appears  by  a  conveyance  dated  February  10,  1805,  herewith  presented,  and 
marked  A.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  were 
so  before  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  L'nited  States  and 
residents  of  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

JUAN  F.  ANDREW, 
For  himself,  and  other  heirs  of  Antonio  Andrew. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  hundred  and  twenty  acres  by  Governor  AVliite 
to  Lorenzo  Capella,  dated  April  10,  1804,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  conveyance  from  Capella  to  Antonio  Andrew,  dated  February 
17,  1805.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  the  land  claimed  was  granted  in  absolute  property  to  Lorenzo  Capella  by 
Governor  White,  on  April  10,  1804,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.  Capella,  on  February  17,  1805, 
by  his  deed,  convoyed  the  same  to  claimant.     We  confirm  the  claim.     April  15. 
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No.  18.— Soe  Report  No.  1. 
Thomas  Andrew  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  three  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land. 

MEMOKI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  Tliomas  Andrew,  by  his  attorney,  Farq'r  Rctlmne,  respectfully  sliowcth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title,  as  o-,iardian  of  the  grandchihlren  of  Margaret  O'Neal,  deceased,  on  their  behalf, 
and  of  the  legal  heirs  of  said  Margaret,  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  seven  acres, 
situated  on  Langford  creek,  near  Amelia  island,  having  the  following  lines  and  boundaries:  the  first  line 
runs  north  40°  east,  beginning  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross  ou  the  margin  of  Langford  creek,  and 
endin"-  at  an  oak  witii  tlie  same  mark,  and  is  in  length  40  chains;  the  second  runs  south  15°  east,  beginning 
at  said  oak  and  ending  at  another  with  the  same  mark,  is  in  measure  11  chains;  the  third  runs  south  40° 
east,  beginning  at  the  last  oak  and  ending  at  another  with  the  same  mark,  is  in  length  8  chains;  the  fourth 
runs  south  13°"east,  beginning  at  said  oak  and  ending  at  another  with  the  same  mark,  is  in  measure  40 
chains;  the  lifth  run's  south  25°  west,  beginning  at  said  oak  and  ends  at  another  with  the  same  mark,  is 
in  measure  40  chains;  the  sixth  runs  south  45°  west,  beginning  at  said  oak  and  ending  at  a  live-oak  with 
the  same  mark,  and  measures  25  chains;  the  seventh  runs  west,  beginning  at  the  last-mentioned  oak  and 
ends  at  a  water  oak,  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  bank  of  Langford  creek,  and  measures  15  chains;  the 
front  runs  along  the  margin  of  said  creek;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  in  fee  simple 
made  to  the  heirs  of  said  Margaret  O'Neal  by  Governor  White,  on  March  12,  1807,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  October  29,  1790.  Your  memorialist  further  slioweth  that  the  heirs  of  said  Margaret  O'Neal  are 
now  in  actual  possession  of  said  land,  and  were  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  they  are  inhabitants  of 
Florida  and  residents  of  Duval  county,  as  is  also  your  memorialist.  The  grant  to  the  heirs  of  Margaret 
O'Neal   marked  A,  and  the  survey,  niarked  B,  are  annexed.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

THOMAS  ANDREW, 
Per  his  attorney,  FARQ'R  BETHUNE. 

["Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  for  the  land  made  by  Governor  White  to  Donna  Margaret 
O'Neal,  dated  March  12,  1807,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD 

The  claimant,  as  guardian  of  the  heirs  of  Margaret  O'Neal,  deceased,  produced  a  royal  grant  for  the 
land  claimed  made  by  Governor  White  to  the  said  Margaret  O'Neal,  and  dated  March  12,  1807,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  1790.     We  contirni  the  claim.     April  15. 

No.  19. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Samuel  Bleers'  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Susannah  Cashen,  in  behalf  of  the  orphan  children  of  Samuel  Meers,  deceased,  respect- 
fully showeth;  Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres, 
situated  on  Tyger  island,  in  East  Florida;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to 
the  orphans  of'S.  Meers  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  as  will  be 
seen  by  a  certified  copy  thereof,  dated  October  17,  1811,  herewith  presented,  and  marked  M.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  legally  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands  for  the  aforesaid  orphan 
children  of  Samuel  Meers,  deceased;  that  she  is  a  native  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

SUSANNAH  CASHEN, 
In  behalf  of  the  oiphans  of  S.  Me&s. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  200  acres  of  land  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to 
Samuel  Meers,  dated  October  17,  1811,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.1 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

A  royal  grant  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Samuel  Meers,  deceased,  for  the  200  acres  of  land,  dated 
October  17,  1811,  being  produced  as  evidence  of  title,  we  confirm  the  title.     April  15. 

No.  20. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Andrew  Atkinson  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  andfftij  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Andrew  Atkinson  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  more  or  less,  on  the  St.  John's  river,  at  the  place  known 
by  the  name  of  the  King's  Plantation,  or  tlie  Ship  Yard,  joining  on  the  north  with  the  river  St.  John's;  on 
the  south  with  pine  land;  on  the  east  with  a  creek,  which  divides  said  lands  of  Vincent  Ferrer;  and  on  the 
west  with  the  swamp  of  the  said  river  St.  John's;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant 
made  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  which  grant  and  title  bear  date  April  5,  1815.  And 
your  petitioner  further  showeth  that  he  has  been  informed  and  believes  that  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land 
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has  been  trespassed  on,  and  is  now  in  the  oecuiiatinn  of  one  John  C.  Houston,  of  St.  .Inim's  cininly;  lliat 
your  petitioner  was  a  subject  of  the  Kinj::  of  Spain  when  the  Fh)ridas  were  cedi-il  i,i  tin-  IHitcd  States; 
and  that  liis  residence  at  this  time  is  I'hihuielphia,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

AKGIID.  CLAltiv",  A/lnni,>j/nr  fhr  M,-imn-ialiM. 

[Here  follows  the  translatimi  of  the  myal  title  for  the  land  made  liy  CoMTiinr  ( 'iippiiiL;i'i-  tu  Amlrew 
Atkinson,  dated  April  5,  LSKi,  in  virtue  cif  the  royal  order  of  1815. J 

IHX-IUCK  I!V  TUE   I!n.\Rn. 

A  royal  title  for  the  land  described  in  the  memorial  of  the  claimant,  made  by  Oovernor  Copping-er, 
and  dated  Ajiril  5,  ISUi,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  having  been  exhibited,  and  being-  satisfaetory, 
we  coidirm  the  title.     April  15. 

No.  21. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Iliiusfnn  vs.  Tin;  Unilcd  S/atcs.     Fur  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorahli'  the  eommi!isioner.<i  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Houston  respectfully  showetli:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  island  of  Talbot,  bounded  north  by  lands  of  your 
memorialist,  south  by  Fort  George  bar,  cast  by  marshes  surrounding  the  island  of  Little  Talbot,  and  west 
by  Talbot  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  Spicer  Christopher, 
April  12,  1809,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  who,  by  his  last  will,  conveyed 
the  same  to  your  memorialist.  And  your  memorialist' further  showcth  that  he  fs  in  actual  possessioi'i  of 
said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  land  made  liy  Governor  White,  dated  Ai>ril  12, 
1809,  in  favor  of  Spicer  Christopher,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

riECREE    BY    THE    BO.VRD. 

The  royal  title  made  by  Governor  'White  to  Spicer  Christopher  for  the  hundred  acres,  dated  April  12, 
1809,  being  submitted  as  evidence  of  title,  and  being  satisfactory,  the  board  confirm  the  claim.     April  15. 

,    No.  22. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Susannah  C'ashen  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  seven  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.\I,. 

To  the  honoratile  the  commissioners  apjxrinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Susannah  Cashen,  widow  of  James  Cashen,  deceased,  respectfully  showcth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  seven  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  Amelia  island  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Plum  orchard,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands 
of  John  Bachclot,  on  the  south  by  vacant  lands,  on  the  east  by  vacant  lands,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
marsh  and  a  creek  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Patrick's  creek;  a  copy  of  the  plat  and  certificate  is  herewith 
presented,  made  by  Andres  Burgevin  in  favor  of  James  Cashen,  deceased,  and  dated  Julj-  12,  1820,  and 
marked  No.  1;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  James  Cashen  liy  Governor 
Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  herewith  presented, 
dated  June  11,  181-1,  and  marked  C.  And  your  niemorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  in  possession  of 
said  lands,  and  that  her  deceased  liusband  was  so,  long  liefore  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United 
States;  that  she  is  a  native  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted,  &c. 

SUSANNAH  CASHEN. 

[Hero  follows  the  translation  of  the  ro^yal  title  for  the  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  made  by  Governor 
Kindelan  to  James  Cashen,  dated  July  11,  1814,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Andres  Burgevin  of  the  seven  hundred  acres.] 

DECREE    BY   THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited,  as  evidence  of  title,  the  royal  title  made  to  her  deceased  husband 
by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  April  11,  1814,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  a  certificate  and  plat  of 
survey  was  also  exhibited.     We  confirm  the  claim.     April  15. 

No.  23. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Thomas  Andreiv  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Andrew,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist,  as  guardian  of  the  grandchildren  of  Margaret  O'Neal,  deceased,  clainis  titles  on  tlieir 
behalf,  and  of  the  legal  heirs  of  the  said  Margaret,  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres, 
situated  on  Langford  creek,  and  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  by  lands  granted  to  said  Margaret  O'Neal 
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on  the  cast  by  marshes  and  the  waters  of  St.  Marj''s,  on  the  west  by  Langford  creek,  and  on  the  south  by 
William  Carney's  land;  which  title  is  derived  frmn  a  grant  in  fee  simple  to  the  children  and  heirs  of  said 

Margaret  O'Neal,  made  by  Governor  Wliito  June  15,  1810,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 29,  ItOO. 

Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that,  as  guardian  of  the  grandchildren  of  the  said  Margaret  O'Neal, 
your  memorialist  is  now  in  possession  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  an 
inhabitant  of  Florida  and  a  resident  of  Duval  county,  as  are  also  the  said  grandchildren  of  Margaret 
O'Neal.  The  grant  to  the  heirs  of  Margaret  O'Neal  is  annexed,  marked  A,  and  the  survey  is  in  the  public 
archives  attached  to  the  title  in  fee  simple.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

THOMAS  ANDREW, 
By  his  attorney,  FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Hero  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  three  hundred  acres  of  land  made  by  Governor 
White  to  Margaret  O'Neal,  dated  June  15,  1810.] 

riECKEE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant,  as  guardian  nf  the  heirs  of  Margaret  O'Neal,  produced  a  royal  title  for  the  land  claimed 
made  by  Governor  White  to  said  Margaret  O'Neal,  and  dated  June  15,  1810,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  1790.     The  claim  is  confirmed.     April  15. 

No.  24. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Andrew  Atkinson  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Andrew  Atkinson,  per  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  between  Dunn's  creek 
and  Trout  creek,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's.  No  further  description  can  be  obtained  at  the 
office  of  the  public  archives  of  the  particular  spot  where  this  land  lies;  but  as  a  plantation  was  cleared 
and  buildings  and  other  improvements  put  upon,  and  the  conditions  of  the  original  so  fully  complied  with 
as  to  enable  your  memorialist  to  obtain  a  royal  title,  he  is  ready  to  produce  satisfactory  proofs;  which 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  tlie  royal 
order  of  October  29,  1790,  who  obtained  a  grant  for  the  same  September  1,  1802,  as  per  exhibit  A  A,  and 
the  royal  title  is  dated  November  17,  1817.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  in 
actual  pcjssessiou  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  subject  of  Spain  and  resident  of  Philadelphia. 

ANDREW  ATKINSON, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  land  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Andrew 
Atkinson,  dated  November  17,  1817.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

A  royal  title  fur  the  land  claimed,  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  November  17,  1817,  in  virtue 
of  the  riiyal  order  of  1790,  being  exhibited,  and  being  satisfactory,  the  claim  is  confirmed.     April  16. 

No.  25. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Mioses  Bowden  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  cominissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Moses  Bowden  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's;  which 
title  j'our  memorialist  derives  from  a  decree  made  to  your  memorialist  April  15,  1815,  by  Governor 
Kiiidelau,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialises  Attorney. 

[Hero  follows  the  translation  of  a  certified  copy  of  concession  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  April  5, 
1815,  to  Moses  Bowden.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

We  ascertain  the  foregoing  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  by  a  certified  copy  of  concession  made  by 
Governor  Kindelan  to  claimant,  dated  April  5,  1815;  being  submitted  as  evidence  of  title,  the  claim  is 
confirmed.     April  16. 

No.  26.— See  Report  No.  1. 

Thomas  Andrew  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fiee  hundred  acres. 

memorial. 

To  the  hnnoral)le  the  commissioners  aiypointed  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Andrew,  by  his  attorney,  Farq.  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That  j'our 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  at  St.  Diego,  and 
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known  bj'  tlio  following-  lines:  the  first  runs  south  1(1''  cast,  lic;;inniii,2,-  at  a  cahlia>^o  troc  marked  with  a 
cross,  aiulen<ling-  at  a  pine  tre(\  is  on  nioasuro  89  chains;  the  second  runs  snulii  S0°  wesl.  hei^rimiiii..-  ;ii  said 
pine,  and  linishinj;- at  another  with  the  same  mark,  and  is  in  Icn.n-th  "0  chains;  the  thinl  runs  nniih  lu 
west,  be^-inning-  at  said  jiini-,  and  endiii.L!,-  at  another  willi  the  same  mark,  is  in  ll■n,^■til  so  chains;  tin-  louilh 
runs  mirth  80^  east,  70  chains,  liej^-innin';-  at  said  [line,  and  cndin.-;-  at  the  Inrementinned  caliba'^i-  tree- 
wiiich  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  ;i  p,-raiit  made  t.i  liis  deceased  father.  I'dl.eii  Andrew,  Cv  (hiv- 
enior  Quesada,  in  virtue  of  tiie  royal  order  of  October  2'.),  171)0,  as  appeals  fiom  ihe  ceiiirii-ali'  nf  |).,ii 
l'edri>  ilarrot,  datetl  May  1'2,  IT.Ci,  and  (he  survey  liy  .losiah  [tuponi,  annexed,  niarki'ij  A.  Allei-  lulii- 
vatini;-  said  land  your  memorialist's  father  oldained  from  (ioveriioi-  While  a  title  in  fee  sinipl<',  dated 
Aiiril  (J,  ISO'.i,  also  aunexeil,  marked  !!.  And  your  memorialist  further  sho\v<'(h  that  himsidf  and  sisters 
heirs  of  said  liobert  Anilrew,  are  now  in  actual  iiossessiiui  of  saiil  lands;  that  they  are  inhabitants  of 
J"'lorida  and  residents  of  Duval  county.     Which  is  respectfully  sulunitted,  \(-. 

TII(»M.\S  AXDKIAV, 
Per  his  attorney,  IWUt^.   BH'I'Il  I'X  f]. 

[Here  follows  tlie  translation  of  the  certilicate  and  |dat  of  survey  by  I'edi-o  Marrot  of  I,")  caballcrias 
(equal  to  500  acres,)  dated  Jlay  1'2,  1793,  surveyed  for  Robert  Andrew.) 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  for  the  500  acres  of  laml  made  by  (i'(j\-cinor  \\'lii(e  to 
Robert  Andrew,  dated  April  0,  1809,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  luder  of  1790.  | 

nECREE    BY    THE    nO.\RI>. 

The  claimant,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  sisters,  heirs  of  Robert  Andrew,  deceased,  exhibited  evidence 
of  title,  a  certilicate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Marrot  for  the  land  claimed,  dated  May  12,  179:!;  also  a  royal 
title  for  the  same  by  Governor  White,  dated  April  fi,  1809.  We  continn  the  claii'ii  to  the  heins'af  )res:ii<l 
April  16. 

No.  27. — See  Retokt  No.  1. 
Jlosrs  Bowdcn  vs.    TIu^  Unifcd  Slater.     For  two  hundred  airrg.. 

5IEM0EIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commismnners  apivdnted  to  ascertain  claims  and  tides  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Moses  Bowdcn  resjiectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting-  of  two  hundred  acres,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's,  adj(.>ining-  lands  granted  to 
Gilbert,  and  on  a  place  called  San  Antonio,  as  will  a|ipear  by  the  annexed  g-rant  wliicli  is  herewith  fpre- 
sented;  whicli  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  your  memorialist's  father,  Uriah 
Bowden,  April  15,  1815,  by  Governor  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  roj^al  order  of  1790.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cessi(jn;  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  iHeinorialist's  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  200  acres  maile  by  Governor  Kinih-Ian  to 
Uriah  Bowden,  dated  April  17,  1815.] 

Territory  of  Florid.^,  iSi*.  John's  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  Samuel  Fairbanks,  esq.,  George  Petty,  wlio,  bein.g  duly  sworn,  deposetli 
and  saith  that  lie  is  well  acquainted  with  Moses  Bowdcn,  and  that  he  has  been  acquainted  with  the  said 
Moses  Bowden  for  twenty  years  last  past,  and  that  lie  has  lived  at  a  place  on  the  east  side  of  St.  Jolin's 
river  called  St.  Antonio  Point,  on  a  place  granted  to  his  father,  Uriah  Bowden,  by  the  Spanish  .government 
in  the  year  1793,  said  survej'  calling  for  two  hundred  acres;  and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  is 
knowing-  that  the  Spanish  g'overnment  .granted  one  other  tract  to  the  said  ifoses  Bowdcn  for  headrights, 
situate  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Lake  George,  at  a  place  called  East  Grove,  said 
grant  calling  for  225  acres.  Said  grant  by  the  Spanish  government,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  was  in 
the  year  1814.  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  Moses  Bowden  applied  to  D.  S.  H.  Miller,  and  gave 
him  the  papers  to  survey  the  place  called  East  Grove,  said  Miller  then  being  surveyor;  and  that  he  kept 
the  papers  for  one  year  at  least,  but  dared  not  attempt  to  survey  said  tract  for  fear  of  the  Indians. 

his 
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mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1823. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  J.  P. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.IRD. 

In  this  case  the  claimant  exhibited  as  evidence  of  title  a  royal  grant  for  the  200  acres  made  to  his 
father  by  Governor  Kindelan  April  17,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of  1790.  The  title  is  confirmed 
to  claimant.     April  16. 

No.  28. — Sec  Report  No.  1. 
Bagley^s  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  thousand  acres. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  Idles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Timothy  Ilollingsworth,  guardian  of  Francis,  Carlota,  Margaret,  and  Isabel  Bagley:  Your  memo- 
rialist claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  tliousand  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called 
Brown  Port,  west  of  St.  John's  river,  bounded  as  follows:  commencing  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross; 
thence  north  3°  east,  193  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  thence  south  33°  -n^est,  31  chains  and  50 
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links,  to  a  pine  witli  1ho  same  mark,  in  William  Gaine's  line;  thence  north  39°  east,  46  chains,  to  a  pine 
tree  with  the  same  mark;  thence  north  40°  west,  12  chains,  to  a  pine  tree  with  a  cross;  thence  south  40° 
west,  100  chains,  to  a  pine  with  a  cross;  tliencc  soutii  50°  east,  10  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark; 
thence  north  10°  west,  45  chains,  to  a  laurel  tree  with  a  cross;  north  80°  west,  45  chains,  to  the  begin- 
ning-; which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  document  upon  iile  in  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the 
public  archives,  a 'certified  copy  of  which  is  tiled  herewith,  marked  A.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  has  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  at  the  change  of  flags  lie  was  a  Spanish  subject, 

and  resident  in  this  Territory;  that  he  is  a  citizen  and  resident  of . 

T.  IIOLLINGSWORTH,  Guardian,  &c. 

[Here  follows  tlic  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  of  30  caballerias, 
(equal  to  1,000  acres  of  land,)  surveyed  and  delivered  to  the  heirs  of  Bagley,  dated  April  3,  1193.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  Pedro  Marrot,  under  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  government,  surveyed  and 
delivered  to  the  heirs  of  Bagley,  deceased,  the  land  described  in  their  memorial  to  this  board.  The  cer- 
tificate of  survey  is  dated  April  3,  1793.     The  claim  is  confirmed.     April  19. 

No.  29. — See  Report  No.  1. 
llaf/lc;/'s  heiiv  vs.  The  United  Stales.    For  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres. 

MEMORIAI.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commismjncr.'<  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.'it  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Timothy  IloUingsworth,  guardian  of  Francis,  Charlotte,  Margaretta,  and  Isabel 
Bagley:  Your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 
acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Bagley,  on  Goodman's  lake,  in  St.  John's  river,  bounded  as  follows:  the 
first  line  runs  north  35°  west,  begins  at  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross,  and  ends  at  a  pine  with  the  same 
mark,  and  measures  63  chains;  thence  south  55°  west,  31  chains,  to  a  stake  with  the  same  mark;  thence 
south  45°  west,  13  chains,  to  a  pine  with  a  cross,  in  the  line  of  It i card's  mafpass,  hioicn  by  Flenos;  thence 
south  38°  east,  61  chains,  to  a  pine  tree  with  a  cross;  thence  north  55°  east,  40  chains,  to  the  beginning; 
which  title  3'our  memorialist  derives  from  the  document  filed  herewith,  which  is  a  certificate  made  by  Don 
Marrot,  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose  l\y  the  Spanish  government;  that  he  has  laid  off  and  measured 
the  said  two  Imndred  and  forty  acres  of  land  for  memorialist,  as  guardian  of  the  above-named  children, 
he  having  exhibited  to  the  said  Marrot  British  titles  for  the  said  land.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  has  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  and  that  he  is  a  Spanish  subject,  and  resided  in 
East  Florida  at  the  chan^x'  of  tlags. 

T.  HOLLINGSWORTH,  Guardian,  &c. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  of  248  acres  of 
land  survej-ed  and  delivered  to  the  heirs  of  Bagley,  dated  April  7,  1793.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRD. 

In  this  case  we  find  that  Pedro  Marrot,  under  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  government,  surveyed  and 
delivered  to  the  heirs  of  Bagley,  deceased,  the  Ciuantity  of  land  described  in  their  memorial  to  this  board. 
The  certificate  and  survey  is  dated  April  7,  1793.     The  claim  is  confirmed.     April  19. 

No.  30. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Francisco  Barbe  vs.   The  United  States.     For  Jive  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Francisco  Barbe  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  river  Nassau,  on  Cedar  creek,  at  a 
place  called  Thomas'  swamp,  bounded  on  the  nortli  and  soutli  by  vacant  lands,  on  the  east  by  the  lands 
of  Jose  Alvarez,  and  on  the  west  by  the  lands  of  Henry  Groves;  the  first  line  begins  at  a  pine  and  runs 
north,  95  chains,  to  another  pine;  the  second  line  commences  at  tiie  last-mentioned  pine  and  runs  east,  53 
chains,  to  a  pine;  the  third  lino  begins  at  the  last  pine  and  ruus  south,  95  chains,  to  another  pine;  the 
fourth  line  commences  at  the  last  pine  and  ruus  west,  53  chains,  to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a 
certified  copy  of  plat  and  certificate  herewith  presented,  made  by  George  J.  P.  Clarke,  and  dated  the  8th 
of  February,  and  marked  A ;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  your  memo- 
rialist March  27,  1819,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  which  is 
herewith  filed,  and  marked  B;  as  also  certified  copy  of  concession  to  memorialist  of  said  land,  dated  April 
10,  1817,  herewith  presented,  and  marked  C.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  actually 
seized  and  possessed  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  before  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States; 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted, &c. 

FRANCIS  BARBE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  of  the  500  acres  of  land, 
dated  April  10,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke  of  the  500 
acres,  dated  February  8,  1817.] 
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I'ECRKK   1!V  TIIK   l'.(iAl;li. 

A   concossidu    witlmul    cuiKlitinii,  in    virtue  of  tlir  royal  (ndcr  u\'  Is]."),  1,.  |,v  C.vciiKir  ('.i|ipiii'4rr 

tci  ohiiniant  April  10,  ISH,  I'or  llic  laml  in  ([urstion.  and  a  (•crtilicatc  ami  ]jlal  oC  ,sui\cv  >A'  the  .same  licmf 
siiliuiitted  as  evidence  of  title,  (lie  elaiin  is  conlinned.     A]iril  10.  '  ° 

No.  31.— See  IJeihikt  Xo.  1, 
Willinm  Hirrie  xi^.  Tlir  rnitnj  Stah-a.     Fur  our  hiniilrr<l  ii<-rrs  nf'  luml. 

MKMORIAI.. 

To  the  hottorahle  the  ('o»^)^',^■.^■/o)^c?•.^■  appointed  /d  ascrrlcnu  clnim^  and  titles  A;  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The   petition  of resiieetfully  sliowctli:  That   your   memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land 

consistiii,;;-  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  north  of  a  jdace  called  Loftin's,  which  said  place  is  called  Turkey 
island,  which   said   tract   of  land  has  never  been  surveyed,  and  your  memorialist  cannot  therefore  buund 

the  same;  which   title   your    memorialist    derives    IV a  conci'ssiou  iiiadi'  to  Thomas  Mann  by  Governor 

White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of ,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  November  2,  1805, 

and  transferred  the  iinpro\-cments  thereon  to  your  iiicmoiialist  for  $100,  which  said  tract  of  land  memorialist 
went  into  possession  of  and  planted  the  very  year  he  purchased  it,  and  has  been  in  possession  ever  .since, 
with  the  acquiescence  and  consent  of  the  .'^iianish  govi^rnment.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth 
that  he  is  in  actual  po.ssessi<in  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  "the  United  States  and  resident  of 
Camden  county,  Georgia. 

IIKLTOX  A.  COrP, 
For  WILLIAM  BEKIilE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Gi.ivernor  AVhile  to  Thomas  Mann  of  the  100 
acres,  dated  July  3,  1700.] 

[Here  follows  a  bill  of  sale  from  Thonui.s  Mann  to  William  Berrie  of  the  land,  dated  November  2,  1805.] 

East  Florida,  Duval  Countij: 

In  the  matter  of  William  Berrie's  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Duval  county,  called  Turkey 
island,  on  the  river  Nassau,  granted  to  Tlios.  Mann: 

William  Braddock,  an  inhabitant  of  this  county,  plantt4-,  aged  about  4(5  years,  being  cluly  sworn, 
says  that  for  the  last  27  years  he  has  lived  in  that  section  of  country  between  the  St.  Marj-'s  and  the  St. 
John's  known  as  part  of  Duval  county.  Deponent  says  that  he  well  knows  William  Berrie,  and  well  knows 
that  tract  of  land  on  the  i-ivor  Nassau  conunoidy  called  Turkey  island;  that  he  was  present  at  the  purchase 
of  the  said  tract  by  the  said  William  Berrie  from  the  said  Thomas  Mann,  the  date  of  which  purchase  I  do 
not  recollect  particularly,  but  I  believe  it  was  in  one  of  the  years  1804,-5,  or  '6;  that  said  William  Berrie 
paid  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  same  to  the  said  Thomas;  that  the  said  William  Berrie,  a  year  or  two  after 
the  purchase,  cultivated  al)out  eight  acres  of  the  said  land  in  cotton,  but  the  dews  in  the  neighborhood 
were  so  bad  that  they  destroyed  the  crop.  Deponent  does  not  know  whether  Berrie  has  ever  cultivated 
it  since  that  time;  that  William  Berrie  removed  to  Georgia  in  1812  or  '13,  in  consequence  of  the  troubles 
then  existing  in  Florida,  and  has  since  not  returned.     Deponent  says  he  is  interested  in  the  subject-matter. 

WILLIAM  BRADDOCK.     [l.  s.] 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  23d  of  January,  1824. 

JAMES  J.  O'NEILL,  J.  P. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  as  evidence  of  his  title  to  the  land  a  concession  for  the  100  acres 
made  by  Governor  White  to  one  Thomas  Mann  July  3,  1799,  who  sold  the  same  to  him.  It  appears  by 
the  aflidavit  of  William  Braddock  that  claimant,  after  the  purchase  of  the  tract,  cultivated  a  part  of  it. 
We  confirm  the  claim.     April  19. 

No.  32. — See  IJeport  No.  1. 
Susannah  Cashen  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Susannah  Cashen,  widow  of  James  Cashen,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Amelia  island, 
at  a  place  called  Ecd  Bay,  at  the  head  of  Beacli  creek,  between  the  sand  hills  and  the  pine  barren,  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  lands  of  John  Bachelot;   which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made 

to  Solomon  Miller  June  26,  1802,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of- ,  who  sold  the 

same  to  James  Cashen,  deceased,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  conveyance  of  Solomon  A.  ililler  to  said  Cashen, 
dated  February  24,  1804,  and  attached  to  concession  herewith  presented,  and  marked  C.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  that  her  deceased  husband 
was  so  before  tlie  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States;  that  she  is  a  native  of  the  United  States 
and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     All  of  which  is  resijcctfully  submitted. 

SUSANNAH  CASHEN. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certified  copy  of  concession  of  the  one  hundred  acres  by  Governor 
White  to  Solomon  Miller,  dated  June  26,  1802.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Miller  to  James  Cashen,  dated  February  24,  1804.] 
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DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

In  tins  case  we  fiiid  that  Governor  White  conceded  the  land  claimed  to  Solomon  Miller  Jnne  26,  1802, 
and  that  Miller  sold  the  same  to  claimant.     The  claim  i.s  contirmed.     Aprd  19. 

No.  33,— See  Eeport  No.  1. 

Jiihn  Bdlrnvj  vs.  Tlw  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres. 

ME.MORI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  John  Bellamy  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  cousistinf  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  river  of  Little  St.  Mary's,  about  six  miles  from  its 
function  boun'^led  on  the  east  by  lands  of  David  Braddock,  west  by  lands  of  Joseph  Hig-gmbottom,  north 
by  s-ud  river  and  south  by  public  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to 
Kobcrt  Uuch'inson  July  31,  ISKi,  by  (iovernor  Copping-er,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  who  sold 
the  same  to  James  Fifrnan,  and  the  said  James  Filinan  has  since  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  to  your 
memorialist  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and 
was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  land  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Robert 
Hutchinson,  dated  July  31,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of  1790.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Robert  Hutchinson  to  James  Tilman,  dated  August  10,  1818.] 
[Here  follows  a  conveyance  irom  Tilman  to  claimant.] 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOARD. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  foregoing  claim  was  a  valid  one  under  the  late  Spanish 
government,  they  therefore  conlirm  it  to  claimant.     April  21. 

No.  34. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Charles  Breuard  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  laiids  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Charles  Breward  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  Cedar  creek  of  St.  John's  river;  the  first 
line  beginning  at  a  pine  and  running  north  10°  east,  40  chains,  to  a  pine;  second,  north  80°  west,  63 
chains,  to  a  pine;  third,  soutli  10°  west,  40  chains,  to  a  cypress;  fourth,  south  80°  east,  63  chains,  to  the 
pine  at  the  beginning;  bounded  on  the  first  line  by  William  Eubanks;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.  A  certified  copy 
of  his  grant,  dated  March  IS,  1817,  accompanies  this  memorial,  and  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  by 
George  J.  F.  Clarke  will  be  filed  when  required.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in 
actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and  ri;sideut  of  this  province.  Your 
memorialist  will,  as  in  dutv  bound,  praj-,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  CHARLES  BREWARD. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  of  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  to  claimant,  dated  March  18,  1817. J 

decree  by  the    BOARD. 

The  board  ascertain  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  confirm 
the  title  to  the  claimant.     April  21. 

No.  35. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Farquhar  Bethune  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  twentyfive  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Farquhar  Bethune  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  at  a  place 
called  Cabbage  swamp,  with  the  following  lines  and  boundaries:  the  first  line  runs  south  60°  west,  81 
chains,  which  divides  the  tract  from  the  land  granted  to  Ciiarles  Sibdald;  the  second  line  runs  south  30° 
east,  45  chains;  the  third  line  is  formed  by  a  creek  which  divides  it  from  Isabella  Higginbottom's  land; 
the  front  of  the  tract  is  on  the  river  St.  Clary's;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  to  him 
by  Governor  Coppinger  April  22,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815.  Your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  in  possession  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  an 
inhabitant  of  Florida  and  resident  of  Amelia  island.  Annexed  to  this  memorial  are  the  title  above  referred 
to,  marked  A,  and  the  plat  and  survey  by  Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke,  surveyor  general,  marked  B.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  subiuittod. 

FARQ'R  BETHUNE. 
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[Hove  follows  tlio  translation  of  tlie  i-oyal  title  for  the  foiii-  liiimlreil  iiml  l\venty-li\e  acri'S  of  lanil 
made  by  Govcnioi-  Coppinger,  dated  April  2-2,  1817.] 

[Ilei'C  follows  the  translation  lA'  the  eertilii-ale  and  plat  of  sni\cy  liy  (Icm.  .1.  I'.  Chukc  .,|'  the  f.mr 
hundred  and  twenty-live  acres  ] 

nKcuF.E   i;v  THH   no.\i;r). 

The  hoard  aseerlain  this  to  he  a  \aliil  Spanish  i^-i'aiil  niad(>  jirevioiis  |,i  .l.mnary  2t.  ISIS,  and  confirm 
the  title  of  the  claimant.     April  21. 

No.  nCi.— .'^ee  liEi'oRT  No.  1. 
Sarah  Bowden  vs.  The  United  States.     For  mie  hundred  and  f(irfi/-tini  mid  a  liotf  aires. 


To  l!n'  hiinoratiJe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  aseertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  FInrida  : 

The  petition  of  Sarah  Bowden  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  litle  to  a  tract  of 
land  containing-  one  hundred  and  forty-two  and  a  half  acres,  situated  on  Julington  creek,  which  emjities 
into  St.  John's  river;  the  first  line  run.s  south  74^  west,  ■)<>  chains,  begins  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross 
on  the  bank  of  a  small  creek,  and  end.s  at  another  with  the  same  mark;  second  runs  south  20°  east,  44 
chains,  begins  at  said  stake,  and  ends  at  a  laurel  with  a  cross  on  the  banks  of  Julington  creek;  its  front 
runs  akm.g  the  bank  of  said  creek,  and  part  on  a  small  creek,  forming  an  irregular  figure,  as  is  seen  by  a 
plat  and  certificate  made  bj-  Pedro  Marrot  February  25,  1193;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
a  survey  made  by  Pedro  Marrot,  by  order  of  Governor  tiucsada,  February  25,  1193,  which  will  more  fully 
appear  by  a  reference  thereto,  and  which  your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  file  herewith.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  a  citiiien  of  the  United  States  and  resident  in  Florida. 

SAUAIl  lUJWDEN, 
By  her  attorney,  P..  PUTNAM. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  ;\Iarr(jt  of  the  land,  dated 
February  25,  1193.] 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  produced  a  certificate  of  a  .snrvej'  made  hj  Pedro  ]\Iarrot,  commissioned  .judge  for  the 
distribution  of  land  under  the  royal  order  of  1190,  which  is  ascertained  to  bo  valid  under  the  Spanish 
laws  and  ordinances,  and  therefore  confirmed.     April  21. 

No.  31. — See  Keport  No.  1. 
Samuel  Harrison  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  six  hundred  acres  iif  land. 

ME.MORIAI,. 

To  the  honoralile  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Samuel  Harrison  respectfully  showeth:  That  he  claims  title  in  and  to  a  certain 
tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  eiglitccn  caballerias,  or  six  hundred  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East 
Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  to  the  said  Samuel  Harrison  in  absolute 
property  under  the  order  of  1190,  being  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  he  was  entitled  under  that  order 
for  him'sclf,  his  family,  and  slaves,  October  1,  1191,  by  Governor  Quesada,  then  the  governor  of  East 
Florida,  while  it  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Spain;  that  your  memorialist  submits  and  files  the  certified 
copy  of  the  said  original  grant,  by  which  the  foregoing  allegations  will  be  i)roved,  the  said  document 
being  marked  exhibit  A.  Your  memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  the  said  tract  of  land  liad  been 
taken  possession  of  and  considerably  iniiiroved  by  the  said  Samuel  Harrison,  deceased,  before  the  said 
grant  thereof  to  him  as  aforesaid;  that  it  has  continued  from  that  time  to  the  present  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  in  the  jMSsession  of  the  said  original  grantee  and  his  descendants;  that  it  was  in  the 
possession  and  actual  occupancy  and  cultivation  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  original  grantee  at  the  time  of 
the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  and  is  so  at  this  time.  Your  memorialist  further  shows 
that  the  said  land  was  surveyed  by  Pedro  Marrot,  and  the  aforesaid  quantity  laid  off  to  the  said  Samuel 
Harrison,  deceased,  by  the  said  Marrot,  who  was  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose,  as  the  quantity  to 
which  he,  the  said  Samuel  Harrison,  was  entitled  as  aforesaid,  on  or  before  February  14,  1192,  as  appears 
by  a  certified  copy  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  the  survey  of  the  said  land  herewith  filed,  and  marked 
exhibit  B;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  has  the  following  lines  and  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  the  first  line 
begins  at  a  pine  marked  X  on  the  margin  of  the  Nassau  river,  and  runs  north  10^  west,  to  another  pine 
marked  X,  95  chains,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  survey,  bounded  by  lands  of  one  Francis  Dias  Tcran;  the 
second  line  runs  south  82°  east,  50  chains,  to  another  pine  marked  X  on  tlie  margin  of  the  marsh  of 
Harrison  creek.  The  other  sides  and  parts  of  the  said  tract  of  land  firm  irregular  lines,  and  are  by  the 
marslies  of  the  said  creek  and  of  Nassau  river,  as  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  copy 
of  the  plat  filed  herewith.  Your  memorialist  avers  that  he  is,  and  that  the  other  heirs  of  the  said  Samuel 
Harrison,  deceased,  were,  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  the  Territory  to  the  United  States,  in  the  actual 
occupancy  and  possession  of  the  said  land,  and  irdiabitants  and  settlers  of  East  Florida;  that  they  have 
at  this  time  the  actual  possession  and  occupancy  of  tlic  said  land,  and  are  inhabitants  and  settlers  of 
East  Florida.     Wherefjre  your  memorialist  prays  confirmation  of  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  the  sahl  Samuel 

Harrison,  deceased,  to  the  said  land. 

SAMUEL  IIAPPJSON, 

By  his  attorney,   JNO.  KRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Quesada  t(j  Samuel  Harrison,  dated 
October  1,  1191.] 
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[Hero  follows  tlio  ti-aiislatioii  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Pedro  Marrot  of  the  600  acres 
surveyed  for  .Samuel  Harrison,  and  dated  February  14,  1792.] 

Teriutorv  of  Fi,okid.\,  Duval  Countij : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Harrison,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said 

connty,  Dauiei  Vaug-han  and  Peter  .'^uarez,  both  of  the  county  aforesaid,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depo.teth 

and  sailh  that  they  have  been  personally  ac(iuainted  with  .Samuel  Harrison,  senior,  of  the  island  of  Amelia, 

planter,  and  that  "he  has  been  in  possession  of  and  improved  a  certain  tract  of  land  commonly  known  by 

the  name  of  Seymore's  Point  for  upwards  of  twenty  years;  and  deponents  further  say  that  they  have 

never  known  any  other  person  to  have  settled  or  improved  the  said  tract  of  land  but  the  family  of  the 

said  Samuel  Harrison. 

PETER  SUAREZ. 

DANIEL  V AUGEAN. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Amelia  island,  January  9,  1824. 

JOHN  HARRISON,  J.  P. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BO.iRD. 

The  claimant  produced  a  concession  from  Governor  Quesada,  dated  in  1791;  also  a  certificate  of 
survey  for  the  COO  acres  by  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  judg-e  for  the  distribution  of  land,  dated  in  1792; 
also  an  atfidavit  of  Daniel"  Vaughan  and  Peter  Suarez,  dated  January  9,  1824,  proving  the  possession  and 
cultivation.     It  is  therefore  confirmed  to  claimant  by  the  board.     April  21. 

No.  38.— See  Report  No.  1. 
Samuel  Harrison  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

Territokv  of  Florida,  East  Florida: 

To  the  commissioners  apjxjintcd  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Samuel  Harrison  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title,  in  fee 
simple  absolute,  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  and 
being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  to  j'our  memorialist  in  absolute 
property  November  12,  1807,  by  Don  Henrj'  White,  then  the  g'overnor  of  East  Florida,  under  and  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  the  King-  of  Spain  of  October  29,  1790,  as  will  appear  by  a  certified  copy  of  the 
original  grant  herewith  submitted,  and  marked  exhibit  A;  that  tlie  said  tract  of  land  was  surveyed  by 
order  of  the  said  Governor  White  on  or  before  April  15,  1807,  as  appears  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  plat 
and  certificate  of  the  survey  thereof  of  that  date  by  John  Purcell,  then  the  surveyor  general  of  said 
province,  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the 
said  land  is  situated  on  the  island  of  Amelia,  in  Duval  county,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Harrison's  old 
fields,  and  has  the  following  lines,  dimensions,  and  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  the  first  line  begins  on  the 
edge  of  a  marsh,  and  runs  north  80°  east,  62  chains  50  links,  to  the  sea  beach,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
west  and  southwest  by  a  creek  called  Half-moon  creek  and  the  marshes  tliereof,  and  on  the  south  partly 
by  another  creek;  the  residue  of  the  southern  line  of  the  said  land  runs  from  the  head  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  creek  directly  to  the  sea  beach,  as  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  plat 
thereof  herewith  submitted.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  land  is  now,  and  has  been 
ever  since  the  grant  thereof  to  him  as  aforesaid,  in  his  actual  possession,  occupancy,  and  cultivation,  and 
is  now,  and  has  since  that  time  been,  the  place  of  residence  of  himself  and  his  faniilj-;  that  he  was,  at  the 
time  of  the  grant  thereof  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the 
United  States,  an  actual  settler  on  the  said  land,  and  an  inhabitant  of  East  Florida;  and  that  he  is  now, 
and  ever  since  the  said  cession  has  been,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida.  Wherefore  he  prays 
confirmation  of  his  title  to  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances. 

SAMUEL  HARRISON, 
•  By  Lis  attorney,  JNO.  DRYSDALB. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  five  hundred  acres  of  land  by  Governor  White 
to  claimant,  dated  November  12,  1807,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

decree  by  the  board. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land  dated  previous 
to  January  24,  1818,  and  therefore  confirm  the  same  to  claimant.     April  21. 

No.  39. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Samuel  Harrison  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  tlie  lionorahle  the  rommissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Samuel  Harrison  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that 
the  said  land  was  granted  to  your  memorialist  iMay  16,  1799,  by  a  grant  or  decree  of  that  date  made  by 
Don  Henry  White,  then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  as  appears  by  a  certified  copy  thereof  herewith 
submitted  and  filed,  marked  exhil)it  A;  that  the  said  land  consists  chiefly  of  sand  hills  and  marshes,  and 
has  never  been  surveyed;  that  it  is  situated  at  the  west  point  of  Amelia  island,  and  has  been  in  the 
actual  possession  and  occupancy  of  your  memorialist  ever  since  the  grant  thereof  to  him  as  aforesaid. 
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Your  ineiuorialist  further  avers  tlial  ;it  the  time  of  the  .sai<l  j;-raut  lie  was  an  inlialiilaut  ami  si'lthT  in 
East  Florichi,  and  that  t'nmi  tliat  time  tn  ihi-  present  linn'  he  lias  eentiniieil  iiiiitilrrrii/itii/l'/  {,,  [„■  .^iiiii 
inhabitant  and  settler.      Wherelnre  he  jiravs  eeiiririnatinn  of  title  h<  ihe  said  lands  and  its  a|p|iiiiienanees 

s.\MiKL  iiAi;i;isox, 

I'.y  his  attMiiiev,   .KIJIN    |)|,"i  -1 )  A  LK. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  eerlilied  eoiiy  ef  i-iinressi..ii  l.\  (iMVi'inor  While  nf  ihe  l.md  to 
Samuel  Harrison,  dated  May  Iii,  ITii'.i.  j 

Tekuitory  ok  Florida,  Dural  Count ij: 

J'ersonally  appeared  I'eftU'e  nie,  John  Ilanisun,  une  i>f  the  jnsliees  nf  Ihe  peai-i>  in  ami  fer  iln-  said 
county,  Kobert  Harrison  and  Samuel  Harriseii,  jr.,  both  ef  the  said  eiiunly,  wlm.  Iiein;^-  ilulv  swoiii,  dopes,' 
that  Samuel  Harrison,  sr.,  of  the  island  of  Amelia,  planti-r,  has  lieen  in  possessimi  of  a  ei-rlain  tiaet  ef 
laud  situated  on  the  south  end  of  the  said  island  of  Anndia,  and  has  used  the  same  Ibr  llie  use  of  eattle 
stock;  and  the  deponents  further  depose  that  the  saiil  Samuel  Harrisnn,  sr.,  has  had  a  !ar,i;-('  stnek  of 
cattle  on  the  said  tract  for  lifteen  years  and  upwarils. 

KOHKKT   IIAIMMSOX. 

SAMCKI.  ii.\i;i;isux,  .Tr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  '.ith  .lanuarv,  ls24. 

.TOllN    ll,\i;i;iS()\,  ,7.  /'. 

DKCRKF,  11 V  THE  BO.VRP. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valiil  Spanish  ^'rant  made  to  the  said  Samuel  Harrison  previous  to 
January  24,  181^,  and  therefore  eoiifirm  the  same.     April  21. 

No.  40.— See  REfoRT  \o.  1. 
E.  Hudnall  vs.  Tl^r  Vnitcd  Slates.     Fur  one  linndrcJ  wrcs. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  E.  Hudnall  respectfully  slioweth:  That  your  ineniorialists  elairn  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  St.  John's  river,  and  east  side  thereof,  at  a  iihice 
called  Talek,  bounded  north  by  the  lands  of  Mrs.  Plunnner,  south  by  the  lands  of  Tasset,  west  by  St.  John's 
river,  and  east  by  vacant  lauds:  beginning'  on  St.  John's  river  at  a  cypress,  thence  running  south  70^  east, 
20  chains,  with  Tasset's  land;  thence  north  15^  east,  50  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  m.irth  70^  west,  20 
chains,  with  Plummer's  land,  to  a  pine  on  St.  John's  river;  thence  up  the  river  to  the  beginning;  a  plat 
and  certificate  of  survey  of  tlie  same,  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  and  dated  June  8,  1821,  is  herewith 
subiuittcd;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Jose  Garcia,  December  5,  1817, 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  who  sold  the  same  to  E.  Hudnall, 
by  deed  dated  >Jovember  27,  1821,  which  title  and  deed  are  exhibited;  and  the  said  E.  Hudnall  having 
since  departed  this  life,  his  heirs  set  up  title  to  the  land;  and  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they 
are  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  were  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  country  by  Spain  to 
the  United  States;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  East  Florida.  They  pray 
confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

JOHN  B.  STROXG,  Attnrw,/. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Co]5pinger  for  the  land  in  favor  of 
Jose  Garcia,  dated  December  5,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

[Here  follows  tlie  translation  of  a  certilicate  and  plat  of  survey  b}- G.  J.  F.  Clarke  of  the  one  hundred 
acres,  dated  June  5,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Josejih  Garcia  ami  Jane,  his  wife,  to  Ezekiel  Hudnall, 
dated  November  27,  1821.] 

DECREE   BY  THE   BOARD. 

The  lioard  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Siianish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  therefore 
confirm  the  same  to  claimants.     April  21. 

No.  41. — See  Report  No.  1. 
William  Bcrrie  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  one  Jiundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  la}id.-<  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Berrie  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  in  the  count}'  of  Duval,  north  and  west  of  the  river  St.  John's,  called 
Suelling's  old  field,  bounded  on  the  sottth  by  the  marsh  of  the  river  St.  John's,  on  the  east  by  marsh,  and 

on   the  west  by  vacant  lands;  a  plat  of  the  survey  is  herewith- ;  which  title  your  memorialist 

derives  from  a  concession  made  to  him  bj'  Governor  "White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.  And 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  resident  of  Camden,  Cieorgia. 

P>ELTON  A.  COPP,  Agent. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  White  of  the  hundred  acres  in  favor  of 
William  Berrie,  dated  June  16,  1801.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certilicate  and  plat  of  survey  by  Juan  Purcell  of  the  one  hundred 
acres,  dated  March  15.  1807.] 
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E.\ST  Florida,  Dural  County: 

William  Braddock,  an  inhabitant  of  this  county,  planter,  aged  about  forty-six  years,  being:  duly  sworn, 
says  that  for  the  last  twenty-seven  years  he  has  lived  in  the  section  of  country  between  the  St.  Mary's 
and  the  St.  John's,  now  known  as  part  of  Duval  county.  Deponent  says  he  well  knows  William  Berrie, 
and  kn(jws  well  the  land  claimed  by  him  at  Snellinft-'s  old  lield;  that  in  the  year  1802,  or  thereabouts, 
deponent  will  not  positively  say  whether  the  year  before  or  after,  he  lived  with  AVilliam  Berrie  and  helped 
him  to  clear  the  land  called  Snelling's  old  iiel'd;  that  Berrie  continued  to  plant  said  land  from  four  to  si.x; 
years,  when  he  exchanged  lands  with  Andrew  Tinker,  his  father-in-law;  that  the  said  Andrew  Tinker 
continued  to  plant  said  land  till  ten  years,  (1812  or  1813,)  when  ho,  as  well  as  Berrie,  left  Florida  in 
consequence  of  tlic  troubles  then  existing  in  tlie  country.  Deponent  says  that  lie  is  not  interested  in  the 
matter  of  the  foregoing  deposition;  that  he  shall  neither  gain  nor  lose  whether  the  said  grant  be  confirmed 
or  not;  that  he  is  connected  with  William  Berrie  by  marriage,  the  said  Berrie  and  himself  having  married 
sisters;  that  William  Berrie  lives  in  Georgia. 

WILLLVM  BRADDOCK. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  23d  .Tanuarv,  1824. 

J.  T.  O'NEILL,  J.  P. 

DECREE  BY  THE  B0.\RD. 

The  board  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  the  said  William  Berrie  previous  to 
Januar_y  24,  1818,  and  therefore  confirm  the  same.     April  21. 

No.  42. — See  Report  No.  1. 

William  SMcirk's  heirs  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  ITobkirk's  heirs  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to 
a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  in  East 
Florida,  bounded  on  the  front  on  the  margin  of  St.  Mary's  river;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive 
from  a  royal  title  made  to  William  Hobkirk  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March 
29,  1815,  a  copy  of  which  roj^al  title  is  herewith  exhibited,  bearing  date  upon  the  24th  day  of  September, 
1816.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  that 
the  said  Hobkirk  has  been  for  many  years;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of 
East  Florida.     They  pray  confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

WILLIAM  HOBKIRK'S  HEIRS. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  for  the  land  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  AVilliam 
Hobkirk,  dated  September  24,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

DECREE. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  William  Hobkirk  previous  to  January 
24,  1818,  and  confirm  the  title  to  the  heirs.     April  21. 

No.  43. — See  Report  No.  1. 

William  Hobkirlc's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  ffly  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Ilobkirk's  heirs  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to 
a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  Bill's  creek,  by  AVaterman's  lands; 
which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  AA'illiam  Hobkirk,  deceased,  by  Governor 
Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  exhibited,  marked 
A,  and  dated  September  24,  1816.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession 
of  said  lands;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  East  Florida,  and  were  so  before 
and  at  the  cession  to  the  United  States.     They  pray  confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

AVILLIAM  HOBKIRK'S  HEIRS. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  made  by  Governor 
Coppinger  to  AA^lliam  Hobkirk,  dated  September  24,  1816,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815.] 

DECREE. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  William  Hobkirk  previous  to  January 
24,  1818,  and  confirm  the  title  to  his  heirs.     April  25. 

No.  44. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Zepjhaniah  Kingsley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajjpointed  to  ascertain  claiins  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petitioii  of  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  St.  Mary's 
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river,  on  the  south  side  tliorcof;  bouiidod  on  the  north  by  the  St.  M;iry's  river,  on  thi'  e.ist  and  soutli  hv 
Little  St.  Mary's  river,  and  on  the  west  by  t lie  planlatinn  of  IIij;-ginbiiltoiii;  the  lirst  line  be<i;ins  at  a 
sassafras  and  runs  south  ii^  west,  to  a  pine,  3(5  ehains;  seeimd  line,  thence  south  \i>^  cast,  lil!  chains,  to 
anotiier  pine;  third  line,  thence  west,  15  chains,  to  another  j)ine;  fourth  line,  south  '.i-2°  west,  oO  chains,  as 
far  as  the  swamp  called  White  Oak,  runninj;"  also  by  lands  of  Ili,i;'j;'inbottiiMi  :">()  chains,  bv  tlie  northwest 
to  a  pine;  thence  to  a  jdne,  40  chains;  sixth  line,  thence  north  (io^  west,  oO  chains;  seventh  line,  south  -1')^ 
■west,  30  chains;  eij;-hth  line,  south  5  ehains;  nintli,  south  7l)°  east,  30  chains;  tentli,  south  IW^  east,  "fl 
chains;  which  title  your  menicirialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  him  by  (lovernor  Estrada,  in  virtiui 
of  the   royal   order   of  October  2'.),  1790,  jier   r.iy;il    title    hcicwilli    submitteil,  ilulcd    Itccmbrr  I'l',  IM.'i, 

marked  I,  and    to   the   other   documents   tiled    in    the  ollicc  nf  (he  public .     .\nd   y<mr   mi-murialist 

further  showcth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  {^'ranted  by  royal  title  to  him  liccemljcr  22, 
1815,  per  exhibit  I;  tliat  he  is  now  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Auj;-ustini'. 

ZEPH.  KINOSLEY, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  A/lorne>j  in  fad. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  land  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to.  claimant, 
dated  December  22,  1815,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of  1790.] 

[Ilerefollows  the  translation  of  the  ccrtilicate  and  plat  of  survej'  by  Oeorge  J.  F.  Clai'ke,  dated .] 

PKCUKK. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  ji:rnnt  made  to  Zephaniah  KiiiL^'slcy  jirevious  to  January 
2-t,  1818,  and  contirni  the  title  to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  25. 

No.  45. — See  Report  Xo.  1. 

Zephaniah  Kinrjdcij  vs.  Tlie  United  S/ales.     Fur  three  liundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORHL. 

To  the  honorahte  the  commismmen;  appointed  to  ascertain  chiinis  and  title.",  to  land.f  in  E(i.<t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Zeiilianiah  Kinysley,  by  his  attnrney,  George  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting-  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  head  nf  Saw-mill  creek, 
bounded  as  follows:  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  mirth  11°  cast,  160  chains;  on  the  mirth  l.iy  a  line 
running-  west  11°  south,  30  chains;  on  the  west  by  a  line  running  south  11°  west,  1(50  chains;  and  on  the 
south  by  a  line  running-  east  11°  south,  38  chains,  as  per  plat  marked  II;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  grant  made  to  _vour  memorialist  January  IS,  181(5,  by  Governor  ('oppinger,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  October  20,  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of 
flags,  and  is  now,  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  and 
resident  of  said  Territory.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ZEPIL  KINGSLEY, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  for  the  three  hundred  acres  made  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger  to  claimant,  dated  January  18,  ISlti,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.] 

DECREE. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  Zephaniah  Kingsley  previous  to  January 
24,  1818,  and  confirm  the  title  to  him  and  his  heirs.     April  25. 

No.  46. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Anna  21.  Kingsley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  f/tij  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioiwrs  aipointed  to  aseertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Anna  M.  Kingsley  respectfully  showeth:  Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thereof,  on 
Dunn's  lake,  on  the  easterly  side;  the  first  line  south  20°  east,  33  chains,  from  a  pine  to  a  palm;  second, 
south  78°  east,  46  chains,  to  a  pine;  third,  north  62°  cast,  18  chains,  to  a  live-oak;  fourth,  north  4°  west, 
40  chains,  to  a  stake;  fifth,  south  56°  west,  34i  chains,  to  a  stake;  sixth,  north  38°  west,  35  chains,  to  a 
stake;  seventh,  south  5(5°  west,  12  chains,  to  a  pine  at  the  beginning.  One  hundred  and  twentj'-five  acres 
on  St.  John's  river,  east  side;  first  line,  from  a  cypress  to  a  pine,  south  88°  east,  65  chains— tliis  line 
bounded  by  John  Faulk;  second  line,  south  65°  west,  80  chains,  to  an  orange,  bounded  by  John  Creighton; 
third  line  formed  and  bounded  by  said  river,  40  chains,  from  the  orange  to  the  cypress;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  her  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  ot  1790, 
a  certified  copy  of  which,  dated  January  12,  1816,  accompanies  this  petition;  and  the  jilat  and  certificate 
of  survey,  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  willbe  filed  when  required.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth 
that  she  is  'in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  that  she  has  long  been  a  resident  of  East  Florida. 
Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  iiray,  &c. 

OEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  ANNA  KINGSLEY. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  for  the  land  made  by  Governor  Ci.ippinger  to  claimant, 
dated  January  12,  1810.] 

DECREE. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  Anna  M.  Kingsley  previous  to  January 
24,  1818,  and  confirm  the  title  to  her  and  her  heirs.     April  25. 

o       IV      78   c 
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No.  47. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Zt'jih.  Eingsleij  v.s.  The  United  States.    For  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 


MEMORI.IL. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Uast  Florida :  * 

Tlie  petition  of  Zeph.  Kiiigsley,  by  his  attorney  in  fact,  Geo.  Gibbs,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting-  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Dunn's  creek,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Orange  Grove, 
in  the  swamps,  bounded  and  beginning  at  a  laurel  tree  on  the  margin  of  the  swamp;  thence  north  22° 
west,  13  chain's,  to  an  oak  tree;  thence  west,  14  chains,  to  an  oak;  thence  south  64°  west,  12  chains,  to 
an  oak;  thence  north  28°  west,  9  chains,  to  an  oak;  thence  south  16°  west,  1  chains;  thence  north  30° 
west,  18  chains,  to  a  gum  tree;  thence  west,  6  chain.s,  to  an  oak  on  the  margin  of  the  swamp;  thence 
alon"-  the  edge'  of  the  swamp  to  the  beginning  corner,  per  survey  and  certificate  dated  April  10,  1818, 
marked  C;*  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  William  Hartley  by  Governor 

Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of ,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist  per  receipt  dated 

August'^So',  1821,  which  is  marked  A,  and  decree  bearing  date  December  13,  1817,  marked  B,  are  herewith 
enclosed.  'And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is 
now  a  citizen  of'the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

ZEPH.  KINGSLEY, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attornexj  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  William  Hartley  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  dated  December  13,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  by  An.  Burgevin,  dated  April  10,  1818.J 

[Here  follows  the  conveyance  from  Hartley  to  claimant,  dated  August  30,  1821.] 


The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  Januarj'  24,  1818,  and  confirm 
the  title  to  claimant.     April  26. 

No.  48. — See  Report  No.  1. 

John  Bachelot  vs.  The  United  States.    For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Bachelot  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  north  point  of  Amelia  island,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  lands  of  John  McQueen,  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  Mrs.  Jordine,  on  the  east  by  the  said  hills  and 
the  beach,  and  on  the  west  by  the  marsh  of  Beach  creek,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  copy  of  survey  thereof  made 
by  John  Purcell,  dated  December  24,  1S07,  and  copied  and  certified  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  him  June  10,  1816,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  a  certified  copy  whereof  is  herewith  presented.  And  j'our 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  in  possession  of  the  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of 
the  cession  of  this  Territory  by  Spain  to  the  United  States;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
resident  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia.     He  prays  confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

JOHN  BACHELOT. 

Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  June  10,  1816  ] 

Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  John  Purcell,  dated  December  24, 1807.] 

DECREE. 

John  Bachelot  vs.  The  United  States.    For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  to  claimant,  do  confirm  the 
same  accordingly.     April  26,  1825. 

No.  49. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Heirs  of  Sebastian  Fspinosa  vs.  The  United  States.    For  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  coynmissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Raman  Sanchez,  for  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Sebastian  Espinosa,  deceased, 
respectfully  showeth:  That  he  claims  title  to  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  (being  the  whole  of  a  grant) 
containing  five  hundred  acres,  situated  and  being  in  Diego  plains,  at  a  place  called  Uleridge,  in  East 
Florida;  that  this  memorialist  is  unable  to  set  forth  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  with 
the  exception  of  the  northern  boundary,  which  is  on  the  lauds  granted  to  one  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  a 
survey  of  the  same  having  never  been  made;  that  the  said  land  was  granted  to  the  said  Sebastian 
Espinosa  September  5,  1801,  by  Governor  White,  under  and  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  from  the  King  of 
Spain  of  Octolier  29,  1790,  as  will  appear  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  original  grant  or  decree,  and 
herewith  submitted  and  filed,  marked  exhibit  A;  that  possession  of  the  said  lands  was  soon  after  the  said 
grant  thereof  taken  and  held  by  the  said  Sebastian  Espinosa  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place 
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some  time  in  tiic  year  ISllt;  that  lie  perforniod  all  the  Cdiulitions  upon  which  the  said  land  was  f;-rantcd  to 
him,  and  obtained  a  grant  thereof  in  absolute  property  .Marcii  31,  l,xl8,  from  Don  Josi'  Coppingcr,  tlim  the 
governor  of  East  Florida,  as  will  appear  by  a  eertilird  ,-u)iy  ,.f  the  lasl-iiic'ntionc<!  grant  herewith  siilmiitted 
anil  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B,  referenei;  iieing  thrrotu  h:i(l;  and  thai  llic  said  Sebastian  Kspinosa  died 
intestate,  and  withont  will,  whereu[iou  the  estate  dcseended  to  your  memorialist,  and  thos(!  other  persons 
on  behalf  of  whom  this  memorial  is  ]iresented,  as  his  heirs-at-law.  Your  memorialist  avers  that  the  said 
Sebastian  Kspinosa  was,  at  the  time  the  said  land  was  originally  granted  to  him,  at  the  time  it  was 
conlirnied  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  resid(;iit  and  settler  in  Kast  Florida,  and  a  subjeet 
of  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  your  memorialist  and  the  other  heirs  of  the  said  St4)as(ian  Kspinosa  were, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  at  the  time  of  tlie  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  and  are  now, 
residents  and  settlers  of  Kast  Florida.  Wherefore  your  memorialist  claims  eonlirmation  of  the  title  to  the 
said  tract  of  laud  to  the  heirs-at-law  of  the  said  Kspinosa.     And  they  will,  as  in  dutv  bound,  i*i:c. 

];\MAN   SAXCIIKZ, 
By  his  attorn<'y.  .ll>IIN    DUVSDALK. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  White  to  Sebastian  Kspinosa,  dated  Se]itember 
5,  ISOl.J 

DECREK. 

Heirs  of  St'hastian  E.-fpinoaa  vs.  The  United  Slalett.     Fcirjive  liiindred  aei-es  if  laud. 

This  being  a  claim  founded  on  a  regular  and  valiil  Spanish  grant,  without  eondiliun,  uiade  ])revious 
to  January  24,"  1818,  it  is  therefore  conlirmed.     April  29,  1825. 

TESTlJtOXY. 

S.  Espino.^a's  lieirs  vs.  Tlie  Uniled  Slales.     For  five  Imndred  wre>f  nfland. 

G  W.  Perpall,  being  sworn  and  interrogated,  on  the  part  of  the  claimants'  attorney,  whidher  he  was 
acquainttxi  with  S.  Kspinosa  during  his  lifetime,  answered  that  he  icaa. 
Question.  Where  did  lie  usually  reside  ? 
Ansieer.  At  a  small  plantation  on  Diego  plains. 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  this  place  ? 
Aih^icer.  I  do  not  recollect,  but  it  was  somewhere  on  Diego  plains. 

G.  W.  PKKPALL. 
Before  the  board  in  session  April  28,  1825. 

No.  50. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hirndred  aeres  nf  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  fitks  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke  respectfully  showeth:  Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  titli>  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  aeres  of  land,  situated  on  Amelia  island,  to  the  northeast  of  the  tnwii 
of  Fernandina,  and  place  known  by  the  name  of  AVillow  Pond;  the  tirst  line  of  the  survey  of  which  begins 
at  a  live-oak,  and  runs  north  79°  east,  thirty-one  chains,  to  a  live-oak,  and  l)onndeil  liy  .lohn  Bashlot; 
second  line,  north  10°  west,  forty-nine  chains,  to  a  live-oak,  and  bounded  by  John  Bashlot;  thinl  line,  south 
53"  west,  forty-five  chains,  to  a  live-oak;  fourth  line  south  10°  east,  seventeen  chains,  to  the  live-oak  at 
the  lieginning';  the  plot  and  certificate  of  which  survey,  made  by  Andre  Burgevin,  will  be  filed  when 
required;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  (Jovernor  Kstrada,  in  virtue 
of  the  roval  order  of  1790,  a  certified  copy  of  which  grant  accompanies  this  petition,  bearing  date  Decem- 
ber 15,  1815.  And  your  memorialist  further  slmweth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that 
he  is  a  native  of  Kast  Florida  and  resident  of  the  same.  Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever 
pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  made  December  15,  1815,  by  Governor  Kstrada.] 

DECREE. 

Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  one  hundred  aeres  rfland. 

The  board  ascertained  this  to  be  a  hona  fde  valid  Spanish  grant,  made  previous  to  Jaimary  24,  1818, 
without  conditions.     It  is  therefore  confirmed.     April  29,  1825. 

No.  51. — Sec  Report  Nil  1. 
Sarah  Breward  vs.  The  United  Stales.     Fur  three  hundred  arre.-<  if  land. 

MEMORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  asixiiain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea^l  Florida: 

The  petition  af  Sarah  Breward  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  thereof  on  the  waters  of 
Nassau  river,  at  the  place  called  Doctor's  island,  and  the  three  small  neighboring  islands  surrounded  by 
marshes;  thirty-eight  acres  situated  near  tiie  head  of  Pumpkin  Hill  creek,  Ijoundedon  the  north  liy  Gilbert 
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McGlone  on  the  west  liy  vacant  lands,  south  bj'  William  Fitzpatrick,  and  east  by  marshes;  and  one 
hundred  acres  at  Pumpkin  Hill  swamp,  bounded  on  the  north  by  marsh,  east  by  Gilbert  McGlone,  and 
south  and  west  by  vacant  lands;  which  two  last  tracts  lie  distant  from  each  other  about  one  and  a  half 
mile  and  on  the  waters  of  Nassau  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  grant 
made  to  the  heirs  of  Francis  Bowden  by  Governor  Copijinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  per 
a  certified  copy  of  the  said  title  dated  February  15,  1810,  and  a  memorial  and  decree  of  August  It,  1810, 
amending  a  deficiency  in  said  title;  both  of  those  documents  accompany  this  petition,  and  the  plat  and 
certificate  of  survey  by  John  Purcell  will  be  filed  when  required.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth 
that  she  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  slie  has  long  beeu  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of  Florida. 
Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 

(jijU.   J.   r.   L1jAi\K,1!j, 

For  SARAH  BEEWARD. 


[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  February  13,  1810.] 
[Here  follows  translation  of  a  m'emorial  and  decree  of  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  August  16,  1816, 
amending  a  deficiency  in  the  above  title.] 


DECREE. 


Sa7-ah  Brcn-ard  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  and  bona  fide  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to 
January  24,  1818,  to  wit,  a  royal  title  or  absolute  grant,  dated  February  13,  1816,  it  is  therefore  confirmed 
to  grantee.'    April  29,  1825. 

No.  52. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  A.  Cavcdo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  andjifty  acres  of  laiid. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  A.  Cavedo  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  Black  creek,  bounded  as  follows:  first  line 
runs  west,  si.\ty  chains,  lieginning  at  a  maple  tree  marked  =,  to  a  pine  tree  marked  +;  thence  south,  si.xty 
chains,  to  a  live-oak  tree,  bounded  on  the  other  side  by  Black  creek  and  Little  Black  creek;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
1815,  a  certified  copy  of  which,  dated  December  14,  1815,  is  filed  herewith.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  jiossession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  East  Florida  and 
resident  of  the  same. 

JOHN  A.  CAVEDO. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  January  4,  1816.] 

DECREE. 

John  A.  Cavedo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

Tills  being  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  it  is  therefore  confirmed. 
April  29,  1825. 

No.  53. — Sec  Report  No.  1. 

John  Bavhclol  vs.  TJic  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Bachelot  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  tliree  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Amelia  island,  at  a  place  called  White  Point,  bounded 
on  the  north  bj'  the  lands  of  Elizabeth  Jordine,  on  the  south  by  the  land  of  James  Caslien,  on  the  east  by 
vacant  laud,  and  on  tlie  west  hy  the  marshes  and  waters  of  the  river  St.  Mary's;  a  plat  and  certificate 
whereof  is  herewith  exhibited,  made  by  John  Purcell,  and  copied  and  certified  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke, 
dated  April  2,  1807;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  him  June  10,  1816, 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  certified 
copy  of  said  title  herewitli  exhibited.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  in  posses- 
sion of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  tiuie  of  the  cession  of  the  province  to  the  United  States;  that  he  is 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia.    He  prays  confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

JOHN  BACHELOT. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  June  10,  1816.] 

DECREE. 

John  Bachelot  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Tiie  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  to  claimant,  do  confirm  the 
same  accordingly.     April  29,  1825. 
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No.  54. — Sec  IvEiMiRT  N(i.  L 
Charle.'i  Sr/on  vs.  'The  United  Slalea.     For  .<ereii  Jnniilred  a<-re^  nf  la  nil. 

MK.Miir.IAI,. 

To  Alexander  Ilamillon,  11'.  IT.  Ulair,  ami  Davia  Flo>/d,  land  ri;;)u»/.v>-/'(»<vv,  note  sit/inu  in   ,Sl     liinu^finc 

Fad  Florida :  .•-./■, 

Memorial  of  Cliarles  Scton,  niercliant  and  plaiitor,  residing-  in  Feiiiandina,  slatiTig-  his  ii<'-iit  t<>  tin- 
following-  tracts  of  land  granted  by  antliority  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  Ferdinand  VII :  grant  nnmlicr  t, 
royal  title  for  a  tract  of  seven  Inuulred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  joining  liie  oil 
township  formerly  belonging-  to  Thomas  Cryer;  first  line,  south  00^  east,  15  cliains,  commencing-  at  a  stake. 
■with  a  cross  on  it,  at  the  edge  of  the  river  St.  .Mary's,  to  a  pine  tree  joining  the  land  of  'I'jionias  Cryer; 
second  line  from  that  pine,  south  25°  cast,  23  cliains,  to  another  pine  with  the  same  mark;  third  line,  south 
30°  west,  95  chains,  to  another  pine  with  the  same  mark;  fourth  lino  running  north  (10'^  west,  84  chains, 
to  another  pine  of  the  same  mark;  fifth  line  running  north  30°  cast,  84  chains,  from  that  j>in('  to  a  stake 
marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  edge  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  vacant  land  on  the  3il,  4lli,  and  5th  line,  froniiu"- 
on  the  river  St.  Mary's  and  the  marsh;  granted  by  Governor  White  April  14,  1792,  as  jier  certilicate 
annexed  to  Georg-e  Arons,  left  by  him  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  Arons,  and  by  her  to  her  son,  \\'illiam  Carney 
both  dying  intestate,  and  purcha.sed  by  me  from  the  said  William  Carne_y  April  28,  L8I8,'f()r  two  thousand 
dollars,  as  per  bill  of  sale  annexed,  with  the  plat,  &c.     It  is  now  called  George  Plantation. 

CHAKLKS  SETON. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certificate  of  suivey  and  plat  by  Captain  D.m  Prdro  Marrot  to 
George  Arons,  dated  April  14,  1T92.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Giivernor  Coppingor  of  the  above  to  William  ("arney,  a 
legal  representative  of  (Joorge  Arons,  dated  August  2(5,  1818.] 

[Here  follov.-s  a  conveyance  from  William  Carney  to  Charles  Seton,  datcil  .\pril  28,  1818,  and  relin- 
quishment of  dower  by  his  wife,  dated  April  10,  isl'j.] 

riECREE. 

Charles  Selon  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  seven  hundred  aeres  of  land. 

The  Ijoard  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  the  deraigimient  to 
claimant  being  reg-ular,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     'Slay  4,  1825. 

No.  55. — See  ItEroitT  No.  1. 
Zephaniah  Kinfjsley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  a.'^certain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Zephaniah  King-slcy,  by  his  attorney,  Geo.  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  tlirec  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  Doctor's  creek,  on 
the  river  St.  John's,  called  Fucnte  del  Llamo;  the  first  lino  runs  north  20°  west,  77A  chains;  second  line 
runs  north  70°  east,  38.72  chains;  third  line  runs  south  20°  east,  35  chains;  the  fourth' line  bounded  liy  the 
bank  of  Doctor's  creek,  as  will  appear  by  the  plat  marked  E;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  William  Kane  August  19,  1809,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October 
29,  1790,  who  dying,  his  heirs  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist,  as  per  deed  marked  F,  dated  September 
1,  1809.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  flags,  and  now  is,  in 
legal  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  and  resident  of  the  said 
Territory.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ZEPH.  KINGSLEY, 
By  his  attorney  in  fact,  GEO.  GIBBS. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  by  Captain  Don  Pedro  Marrot  to  William  Kane, 
dated  November  30,  1791.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  AVhite,  dated  August  9,  1809,  to  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  William  Kane.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  conveyance  fr(.)m  AVilliam  Kane's  wiilnw  unto  Zephaniah  Kingslej', 
dated  September  1,  1809.] 

[Here  follows  a  power  from  Elizabeth  Kane,  Margaret  Kane,  and  Ann  Kane,  authorizing  their  mother, 
Elizabeth  Kane,  widow  of  William  Kane,  to  make  the  aforementioned  conveyance  to  Zephaniah  Kingsley, 
dated  September  1,  1809.] 

DECREE. 

Ziphaniah  Kingsley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having-  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  and  the  deraignment  to  the 
claimant  being  regular,  the  same  is  confirmed  accordingly.     May  4,  1825. 

No.  56. — See  Pieport  No.  1. 

Heirs  of  C.  Griffith  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorahle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fa.<t  Florida: 

The  petitii.in  of  \Villiam  Downs,  David  Turner,  Zachariah  Hadildch,  and  Benjamin  l-^immmis,  husliands 
of  Winuey,  Elizabeth,   Sarah,   and   Eliza,  heirs  of  Cornelius   Griffith,  respectfully  showeth:    That  your 
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memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  four  Imndred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  the  head 
of  Nassau  river,  distant  from  it  about  half  a  mile,  between  two  creeks,  which  form  said  river;  which 
title  your  memorialists  claim  from  a  survey  made  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  April  8,  1792,  and  returned 
to  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  the  province  of  East  Florida,  a  certified  copy  of 
which  survi'y  is  filed  herewith,  as  by  a  reference  thereto  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear.  And  your 
memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  legal  possession  of  the  said  lands;  and  that  they  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and,  with  the  exception  of  William  Downs,  are  residents  of  this  Territory.  And  your 
memoriulists  will  ever  pray,  &c.     Certified  copy  of  survey,  marked  A,  filed  herewith. 

'  WILLL\M  DOWNS. 

DAVID  TURNER. 

ZACIIARIAH  HADDOCK. 

ABRAHAiM  SIMMONS, 
By  his  attorney,  DAVID  B.  MACOMB. 

[Here  fallows  translation  of  a  survey  and  certificate  of  delivery  to  Cornelius  Griffith  by  Captain  Don 
Pedro  Marrot,  judge  commissioned  for  the  distribution  of  lands  in  East  Florida,  dated  April  8,  1792.] 

Cornelius  Griffitlis  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  to  Cornelius  Griffith,  deceased, 
do  therefore  confirm  it  to  his  heirs.     May  4,  1825. 

No.  .57. — See  Report  No.  1. 
3Ia(jdalcna  Juancda  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land. 

MEMORHL. 

To  the  honoralAe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Eaat  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Magdalena  Juaneda,  widow  of  Nicholas  Sanchez,  deceased,  claims  title  in  and  to 
three  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land,  situated,  lying,  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that  the 
said  land  was  granted  in  absolute  property  to  the  said  Nicholas  Sanchez  April  24,  1816,  under  royal 
order  of  the  King  of  Spain,  March  29,  1815,  by  Governor  Don  Jose  Coppinger;  that  the  said  land  is 
situated  in  Diego's  plain,  aiid  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Sebastian  Espinosa;  on  the  north  by 
lands  (if  Francis  X.  Sanchez;  on  the  east  by  the  sea  beach;  and,  as  will  appear  by  exhibit  A,  herewith 
filed,  the  west  by  vacant  pine  barren;  and  that  the  said  Nicholas  Sanchez  departed  tliis  life  about  the 
year  1817,  leaving  those  in  behalf  of  whom  tliis  memorial  is  presented,  your  memorialist,  his  widow,  and 
his  children,  as  his  heirs.  Your  memorialist  further  avers  that  the  said  Nicholas  Sanchez  was,  at  the 
time  the  said  land  was  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  an  inhabitant  and  settler 
of  East  Florida,  and  suliject  of  the  King  of  Spain.  Wherefor  your  memorialist,  in  behalf  as  aforesaid, 
prays  confirmation  of  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  said  Nicholas  Sanchez  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  in 
conformity  to  the  acts  of  cession  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

MAGDALENA  JUANEDA, 
By  the  attorney,  JNO.  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  from  Governor  Coppinger  to  Nicholas  Sanchez,  deceased, 
dated  April  24,  1816.J 


Magdalena  Juancda,  widow  of  Nicholas  Sanchez,  deceased  vs.  The  United  Statei^.     For  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  to  Nicholas  Sanchez,  deceased, 
do  confirm  it  to  his  widow  and  heirs  accordingly.     May  4,  1825. 

No.  58. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Joseph  Gaunt  vs.  The  United  States.    For  three  hundred  and  twentyfive  acres  of  land. 

MEMOEIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ap/pointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  iti  Fast  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Gaunt  respectfully  showeth:  That  j^our  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  situated  in  TurnbuU's  swamp,  to  the  west 
of  Hillsboro'  river;  first  line  runs  north  75°  east,  80  chains,  from  a  pine  to  a  palm;  second  line  runs  north 
15°  west,  40.f  chains,  to  a  palm;  third  line  runs  south  75°  west,  80  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth  line  runs 
south  15°  east,  40|  chains,  to  the  pine  at  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an 
absolute  title  made  t(j  him  by  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  a  certified  copy  of  which, 
dated  October  12,  1816,  is  herewith  presented,  and  the  i)lat  and  certificate  of  survey  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke 
will  be  filed  when  required.  And  j'our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of 
said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of  this  province.  Your  petitioner  will,  as 
in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  JOSEPH  GAUNT. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  cession  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  October  12,  1816.] 

DECREE. 

Joseph  Gaunt  vs.  The   United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  tuvntyfice  acres  cf  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Siianish  concession  without  conditions,  do  therefore 
confirm  it.     Maj-  4,  1S25. 
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Joseph  Gaunt  vs.  The  Uiti/rd  Stiih'.f.     Far  Hirer  lunulrrtl  anil  tirfntij-jlrc ivrrx  of  land. 

Francis  .1.  Fatin,  liciiii;'  swuni  ami  (■xaiiiincd  Ij_v  the  Imard: 
Quedion.  ^V(_'^e  you  aci[naiiit('il  with  (invenicu-  ('iiii]iiiiji,-('r  ? 
Answer.  1  was. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  him  write  '! 
Answer.  Very  IVoqueutly. 

Question.  From  your  kiiowlodg-c  of  (uiverimr  Coppiiij^er's  liainlwritini;-,  do  you  l.elieve   this  t.i  !»•  his 
signature?     (Here   the  original  concession  was  e.\hibited  to  witness,  upnn  which  tliis  chiiiu  in  I'ounded.j 
Answer.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  geuuino  signature  of  Governor  Coii[)inger, 

F.  J.  FATIO. 
Before  the  board  in  session  May  4,  1825. 

No.  59. — See  REroRT  No.  1. 
Majdalena  Juancda  vs.  Tlie  United  Slates.     Fur  tiiree  Jiundred  aeres  ii/'  land. 

MEMORIAI,. 

To  the  honorahle  the  eommissioners  appointed  to  aseertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Magdalcna  Juaneda,  for  herself  and  the  other  heirs  of  NiiOioJas  Sanchez,  deceased, 
respectfully'  showeth:  That  your  memorialist,  for  herself  and  in  behalf  of  the  otiier  heirs  of  Nicholas 
Sanche/.,  deceased,  claifi  title  to  a  certain  tract  or  jjurcel  of  land  ciuitaiiiing  three  hundred  acres,  situated 
and  being  in  the  Territory  of  East  Florida  aforesaid;  tliat  tlie  said  land  was  originally  granted  February 
3,  1800,  by  a  concession  of  that  date,  to  the  said  Niciiolas  Sanchez,  deceased,  made  by  Governor  Wliite, 
then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Sjiain  of  October  2it,  l"i'.H), 
as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  certitied  copy  of  the  said  concession,  herewith  tiled,  and  marked  exhibit 
A;  that  the  said  land  is  situated  in  Diego  plains,  at  a  place  called  Qui  Qui;  that  it  is  bounded  on  tlie  north 
by  lands  of  Francisco  Sanchez,  east  by  Guana  creek,  and  west  and  south  \)y  vacant  land;  that  the  said 
land  was  surveyed  by  Juan  Purcell  on  or  before  June  23,  1809,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the 
certitied  copy  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  of  that  date,  herewith  tiled,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  that 
it  has  tlie  following  lines,  to  wit:  the  first  line  runs  south  35°  west,  20  chains;  and  the  second  line  runs 
south  55°  east,  200  chains,  as  appears  by  the  plat  and  the  royal  title  to  the  said  land;  that  the  heirs  of 
the  said  Nicholas  Sanchez  obtained  a  royal  title  in  absolute  psoperty  for  the  said  laud  April  2,  1819,  as 
will  appear  \)y  the  certitied  copy  herewith  filed,  marked  exhibit  C.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that 
the  said  Nicholas  Sanchez  departed  this  life  many  years  ago,  leaving  your  memorialist  and  those  other 
persons  in  behalf  of  whom  this  claim  is  made  his  heirs;  and  that  upon  his  death  the  said  tract  of  land  and 
its  appurtenances  devolved  upon  them;  that  the  said  Nicholas  Sanchez  was,  when  the  said  land  was 
granted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  a  Spanish  subject  and  inhabitant  of  East  Florida,  and  so  continued  until  his 
death;  and  that  your  memorialist  and  the  other  heirs  of  the  deceased  are  inhabitants  and  settlers  of  East 
Florida,  and  were  at  the  time  of  his  death  Spanish  subjects  and  settlers  in  East  Florida.  Wherefore  they 
pray  that  your  honorable  board  will  confirm  their  title  to  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances. 

MAGDALENA  JUANEUA, 
By  the  attorney,  JNU.  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  made  bj-  Governor  White  to  Nicholas  Sanchez,  dated 
February  3,  ISOO.] 

[Herejfollows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  made  by  John  Purcell,  dated  June  23,  1809.] 


Magdalena  Juaneda  and  other  heirs  (if  Xivholas  Sanchez,  deceased,  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  three  Jiundred 

acres  of  land. 

The  board  having   ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid   Spanish  concession  made  to  Nicholas   Sanchez, 
deceased,  do  confirm  the  same  to  his  widow  and  heirs.     May  i,  1825. 

No.  60. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Low  vs.  The  United  States.     For  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  tlie  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Low  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land 
consisting  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  at  Belli  old  field,  on  Belli  river,  bounded  on  tlie  north 
by  Belli  creek,  on  the  east  by  lUcGirtlis  creek,  on  the  south  by  vacant  land,  and  on  the  west  by  William 
Carney;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Estrada, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  per  a  copy  of  said  grant  herewith  presented,  bearing  date  January 
30,  1812.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands:  that  he  has 
long  been  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of  this  province.  Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 
'^  GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 

For  JOHN  LOW. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  January  30,  1812.] 
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DECIIEE. 

John  Loir  vs.  The  Uniird  Statd!.     For  i^even  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  linard  li;iviii^  a.sceitaiiied  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spaiii.sh  ruyal  title  to  claimant,  do  therefore 
confinu  it.     May  4,  1S25. 

No.  6L— See  Eei'ort  No.  L 

Widow  and  heirs  of  John  Andrea  vs.  The  United  States.     Fur  one  liundred  and  sixty-one  and  one-third  acres 

of  land. 


To  the  honorahle  the  commi.^.'iioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Maria  Mabrity,  widow  of  Jolm  Andrea,  deceased,  respectfully  showcth:  That  your 
memiirialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  four  caballerias  and  twenty-eight  acres,  situated  on 
the  Nortii  river  and  Guana  creek,  at  a  place  called  White  O^'stcr  Bank,  bounded  and  beginning  at  a  stake 
marked  with  a  cross,  at  the  edge  of  a  marsh,  on  the  North  river;  thence  north  50°  east,  14  chains  and 
50  links,  to  an  oak  at  the  edge  of  a  marsh  on  Guana  creek — this  line  bounds  the  lands  of  Jose  Peso  de 
Burgo;  thence  along  said  marsh  to  a  laurel  with  the  same  mark;  thence  south  87°  west,  40  chains,  to  an 
oak  with  the  same  mark;  thence  south,  10  chains,  to  a  stake  with  the  same  mark;  thence  north  70°  west, 
10  chains,  to  a  stake  with  the  same  mark,  on  the  edge  of  a  marsh  of  the  North  river;  thence  along  said 
marsh  and  river  to  the  l)eginning;  which  title  j^onr  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Juan 
Andrea,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1190,  a  certified  copy  of  which 
royal  title  is  herewith  presented,  and  dated  July  10,  1804;  also  a  certificate  of  the  notary  of  government 
of  the  division  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Andrea.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  in 
actual  possession  of  said  lands ;  that  she  is  a  native  of  Florida  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

MARLV  MABRITY,  Widoiv  of  John  Andrea,  deceased. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  to  John  Andrea,  by  Governor  White,  dated  July  10,  1804.] 
[Here  follows  certificate  of  the  notary  of  government  of  the  division  of  the  estate  of  John  Andrea, 
dated  September  15,  1818.] 

DECREE. 

Widov:  and  heii's  of  John  Andrea  vs.  The  United  States.  For  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  and  one-third  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  above  is  a  valid  Spanish  title  to  John  Andrea,  deceased,  do 
confirm  it  to  his  widow  and  heirs  accordingly.     May  6,  1825. 

No.  62. — See  Keport  No.  1. 

Christina  Hill  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  four  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land. 

Territory  of  Fi.oRmA,  East  Florida : 

To  the  honorahle  the  commissioners  appiointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Christina  Ilill,  widow  of  Joseph  Sanchez,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  That  she  claims, 
in  behalf  of  herself  and  her  children,  by  her  deceased  husband,  the  said  Joseph  Sanchez,  title  in  and  to  a 
certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  five  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida 
aforesaid;  that  the  said  Joseph  Sanchez,  the  husband  of  your  memorialist,  was  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  St.  Augustine  who,  by  reason  of  his  services  as  a  militiaman  during  the  rebellion  of  1812  and  1813  in 
East  Florida,  became  entitled  to  a  grant  of  land  under  the  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  of  March  29,  1815; 
that  he  departed  this  life  some  time  in  the  year  1814;  that  on  November  16,  1815,  your  memorialist,  in 
behalf  of  herself  and  her  children,  the  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Sanchez,  applied  for  and  obtained  from  Don 
Jose  C'opi)inger,  then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  a  concession  of  four  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land,  the 
quantity  to  which  her  husband,  the  said  Joseph  Sahchez,  would  have  been  entitled  under  the  ro3'al  order 
aforesaid  if  he  had  been  alive,  as  will  appear  by  a  certified  copy  of  said  concession,  which  bears  date 
the  nth  November,  the  year  last  aforesaid,  now  submitted  and  iited,  and  marked  exhibit  A.  The  title  of 
the  heirs  of  the  said  Jo.sepli  Sanchez  to  the  said  land  was,  on  April  16,  1818,  confirmed  bj'  a  grant  thereof 
in  absolute  property,  made  to  them  by  the  said  Governor  Coppinger,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  a 
certified  copy  of  the  said  grant,  now  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B.  Your  memorialist  shows 
that  the  saicl  land  has  not  been  surveyed,  but  that  fifty  acres,  parcel  of  the  aforesaid  four  hundred  and  five 
acres,  are  situated  at  a  place  called  "  Casino  Loco;"  and  the  residue  thereof,  that  is  to  say,  three  hundred 
and  fifty-five  acres,  are  situated  in  Diego  plains,  and  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  lands  granted  to  one 
Sebastian  Espinosa,  as  appears  by  exhibit  marked  A.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  she  and  the 
other  heirs  of  Joseph  Sanchez  were,  at  the  time  the  said  lands  were  originallj'  conceded  and  granted  to 
them  as  aforesaid,  and  that  they  have  since  been,  inhabitants  and  settlers  of  East  Florida.  Wherefore 
they  pray  a  confimation  of  their  title  to  the  said  land  and  their  apimrtenances,  &c. 

CHRISTINA  HILL, 
By  her  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[A.  Here  fullows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  November  11,  1817,  to 
Christina  Hill.] 


1826.J 


(!  L  A  1  M  S    1  N    F  L  0  R  1 1)  A  .  '  G25 


Christina  Bill  vs.  The  United  Slates.     Forfmir  luai'lrnl  ami  Jive  acrrs  (f  land. 

The  board  haviii!;-  asccrtaiiiod  tlio  above  to  bu  a  \aliil  S|Kiiiisli  coiicrssion  bi  cbiiijiaiil,  ilo  cuiilinu  llio 
same  accordingly.     May  12,  18-25. 

No.  0)3.— See  Rei'ort  No.  1. 

Thomas  Napier  vs.  Tin-  I'nileil  Slates.     For  eiijhl  humlred  aeres  <f  lantL 

MEMORI.II,. 

To  the  honorable  the  board  of  eoniniissioners  aj^jmnted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  In  lands  in  the  Terrilon/ 

(if  East  Florida  : 
The  memorial  of  Thomas  Napier  re.spectfully  showetli:  That  your  memorialist  is  a  citi/.eii  of  the  United 
States,  resident  in  Soutli  Carolina;  tliat  your  memorialist  lays  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  consistin<;-  of  eiji'ht 
hundred  acres,  in  East  Florida,  lying-  and  being-  in  the  territory  of  Mosquito,  in  the  pazaije  called  I'antano, 
of  the  west  of  Turnbull,  about  three  miles  to  the  west  of  New  Sneyrna;  the  first  line  standing-  to  the  ncjrth- 
ward  and  westward,  near  the  east  of  the  said  Pantano,  ninety  chains,  butting- on  lands  of  the  g-overnmciit; 
the  second  line  forming-  a  rectangle  with  the  iirst,  running-  to  the  southwestward,  and  crossing-, the  said 
Pantano,  eighty-nine  chains,  butting  on  lauds  of  the  g-overnmeut;  the  third  line  striking-  ofl'  to  the  south- 
ward and  eastward,  niuety  chains,  butting-  on  lands  of  the  g-overnmeut;  the  fourth  and  last  lino  standing 
from  the  third  lino  northwardly  and  eastvvardly,  eig-hty-niue  chains,  butting  on  lands  of  Ambrose  Hull;  the 
whole  tract  forming-  a  rectangular  parallelogram  of  eight  hundred  acres,  and  having  such  boundarieslaud 
landmarks  as  are  set  forth  in  the  jilat  of  said  laud  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke;  that  your  inemoriali.st 
lays  claim  to  said  land  on  the  ground  of  purchase  from  Isaac  Wicks,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  this  province 
for  the  last  forty  years;  that  the  said  Isaac  Wicks  did  obtain  his  right  by  purchase  from  Juan  do  Eutralgo, 
who  was  in  respectable  cifficial  situation  in  this  province  under  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  the  said 
Juan  de  Entralgo  obtained  his  right  by  special  grant  from  said  government;  that  in  suiiport  of  his  claims 
your  memorialist  submits,  or  will  in  time  submit,  the  original  deed  of  conveyance  from  Isaac  Wicks  to 
your  memorialist;  an  authenticated  cop,y  of  the  conveyance  from  Juan  de  Entralgo  to  Isaac  Wicks;  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  grant  from  Governor  Coppinger  to  Juan  de  Entralgo,  together  with  tlie  menwrial  of 
the  said  governor;  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  (ieorgc  J.  F.  Clarke, 
dated  li'ebruary  20,  1810;  the  original  documents  comprehended  under  the  foregoing  last  three  heads  being 
in  the  Spanish  language  in  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives.  All  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

THOMAS  NAPIER, 
By  his  attorney,  RICHARD  B.  FARMAND. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Juan  de  Entralgo,  dated 
November  15,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  the  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  February 
20,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  memorial  to  the  governor,  and  his  decree,  dated  February  26,  1818, 
ordering  the  aforesaid  plat  to  be  placed  in  the  archives.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Juan  de  Entralgo  to  Isaac  Wicks,  dated  August  20, 
1818.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Isaac  Wicks  to  Thomas  Napier,  dated  April  22,  1822.] 

DECREE. 

Thomas  Najner  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  eight  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having-  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  and  the  deraignment  to  claimant 
being  regular,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     May  12,  1825. 

No.  64. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Middleton  vs.  Tlic  United  Stales.     For  two  hundred  a/^res  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Middleton,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  St.  John's,  on  Cedar  branch,  witliin  the  following  lines:  the  first  runs  east,  measuring  fifty-eight 
chains;  the  second  line  runs  north,  thirty-five  chains;  the  third  runs  west,  fifty-eight  chains;  the  fourth  runs 
south,  and  measures  thirty-five  chains;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  "\\  illiam 
Garvin  by  Governor  Coppinger,  on  March  2'.t,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815;  which 
grant  was  made  for  a  place  called  formerly  Langley  Bryan,  but  there  being  to  that  previous  chums,  said 
Garvin  had  survevcd  in  lieu  thereof  the  same  quantity  at  the  place  above  described,  as  api)ears  from  the 
certificate  of  George  Clarke,  surveyor  general;  whicli"tract  was  conveyed  to  your  memorialist,  who  further 
showeth  that  he  is'in  actual  possession  of  the  above-described  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession; 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Amelia  island.  Attached  to  this  memorial  are 
the  title  in  fee  simple.  A;  the  conveyance  fnjm  \Villiam  Garvin,  B;  and  the  plat  and  survey  liy  the 
surveyor  general,  C.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

•^      °  JOllX  MIDDLETON, 

Per  his  attorney,  FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 
VOL.  rv 79  c 
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[Here  follows  translation  of  a  ro.yal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  William  Garvin,  dated 

March  29   isn.l 

'Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  William  Garvin  to  John  Middleton,  dated  December  3,  1821  ] 
'Here  follows  trausUit'ion  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  (ieorge  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  April  6, 

1817.] 

DECREE. 

John  Middktoa  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  and  the  deraignment  to  claimant 
being  regular,  do  couth-m  the  same  accordingly.     May  12,  1825. 

No.  65. — See  Report  No.  1. 
William  Hartley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honoratjle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida ( 

The  petition  of  William  Hartley  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  at  the  headwaters  of  Goodby's  lake,  near 
Wills'  swamp;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger, 
a  certified  copy  of  which  is  herewith  presented,  and  dated  December  13,  1817.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  previous  to  the  cession  of  this 
then  province  to  the  United  States;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  DRYSDALE,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  for  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  by  Governor 
Coppinger  to  claimant,  dated  December  13,  181T.] 


The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  confirm 
the  title  to  claimant.     May  30. 

No.  66. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Frederick  Hartley  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  four  hundred  andffty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  aiypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Frederick  Hartley  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  at  a  place  called  St.  Nicholas,  St.  John's  river; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  decree  of  Governor  White,  May  17,  1803,  under  the  royal 
order  of  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession,  and  was  so  at  the 
time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  for  two  hundred  acres  by  Governor  White,  dated  May  7, 
1803] 

DECREE. 

Frederick  Hartley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  fifty  a£res  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  concession  was  made  for  only  two  hundred  acres  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  solicited,  and  that  the  said  concession  was  a  valid  one  under  the  Spanish  government,  do 
confirm  two  hundred  acres  to  claimant  accordingly.     May  30,  1825. 

No.  67. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Hannah  Nobles  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Hannah  Nobles  respectfullj'  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
-  land  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  and  eight  acres,  situated  on  the  St.  John's  river,  bounded  on  two 
sides  by  the  said  river,  and  the  land  of  Isaac  Bowden  on  the  other  two  sides;  the  first  line  begins  at  a 
laurel  tree  on  the  margin  of  the  river  St.  John's;  runs  thence  north  45°  cast,  64  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence 
rjorth  45°,  15  chains,  to  a  cypress  on  the  margin  of  the  river  St.  John's;  thence  following  the  course  of  the 
said  river  to  the  first  said  comm'r  tree,  per  certificate  of  survey,  memorial,  and  decree,  dated  December 
20,  1791,  marked  P;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Susannah  Cowan,  and 
confirmed  to  Robert  Cowan  by  G(jvernor  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  28,  1790,  per 
royal  title  herewith  submitted,  dated  April  24,  1815,  marked  L.  And  the  said  Robert  Cowan,  by  his  last 
will  and  testament  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  of  St.  John's,  devised 
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and  bcqucathod  the  same,  all  his  real  aiul  persunal  iinipciiy  and  ell'eets,  tn  ymv  inciiinrialist,  as  liy  rercronco 
to  the  said  will  and  tcstauieiit  will  fully  appear.  And  your  niciunrialisl  fuiihi-r  slmwilh  iha'l  shr  is  in 
actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  she  is  a  citizen  nl'  the  United  Stales  and  rcsiilcul  uf  ihr  'j'lriitorv 
of  Florida. 

HANNAH   ><  NOHI.KS. 

murk. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  Hannah  Nobles: 

GROlUiR  GlllIlS. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  nuuk'   by  Governor  Kiiidrlan  to   Kubert  Cnwan,  dated  April 
24,  1S15.] 

enere  follows  translation  of  a  plat  and  certilicate  by  Don  Pedro  iMarrot,  dated   December  20,  1  Till. J 

DECREE. 

Hannah  Xobles  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  tuv  hundred  and  eiijltt  neres  o/' laud. 

The  board  having-  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  royal  title,  and  by  will  of  ;4Tantee  be- 
queathed to  claimant,  the  same  is  conlirmed  accordingly.     May  30,  1825. 

No.  08. — See  Report  No.  1. 
James  E.  Hanham  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  one  }iundred.  and  serentij  and  tivi)-third.-<  ai-re.<  </  land. 

ME.MORIAE. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajipiiinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.<t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  James  R.  Hanham  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  one 
hundred  and  seventy  and  two-thirds  acres,  situated  between  the  North  river  and  the  river  (juana,  called 
El  Burgos,  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  edge  of  a  marsh  on 
North  river,  and  running  north  50^^  east,  to  an  oak  similarly  marked,  on  the  Guana,  its  length  being  14 
chains  and  50  links;  thence  down  the  Guana  to  an  oak  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  south  44"^  west,  74 
chains  and  50  links,  to  a  stake  on  the  marsh  of  the  North  river;  thence  with  the  river  and  marsh  to  the 
beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Jose  Peso  de  Burgo  by  Governor 
Quesada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  Jane  Triay  and  Francisco  Triay,  who 
sold  the  same  by  their  attorney,  Andres  Pacetty,  to  your  memorialist,  as  will  apiiear  by  the  documents 
filed  with  this  m'emorial.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands;  that  he  now  cultivates  and  improves  them;  that  he  was  in  Pensacola  July  10,  1821;  and  that  he 
now  resides  in  St.  Augustine.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  P.  HANHAM. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  delivery,  with  a  plat  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot, 
to  Josii  Peso  de  Burgo,  dated  May  26,  1793.  At  foot  is  a  note  by  the  secretary  of  government,  certifying 
that  a  decree  was  made  September  11,  1798,  authorizing  the  exchange  of  the  above  with  Francisco  and 
Juan  Triay.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  to  James  R.  Ilaidiam,  dated  !May  20,  1822. J 

DECREE. 

James  R.  Hanham  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  one  hundred  and  seventy  and  twothirds  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  survey  and  delivery,  and  the  deraign- 
ment  to  claimant  being  regular,  do  confirm  it  to  him  accordingly.     May  30,  lS2.i. 

No.  Ii9. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Abraham  Haniaa  vs.  'The  United  Slates.     For  fifty  acres  of  land. 

ME5I0RLVL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  asi-crtain  claims  and  tides  to  lands  in  East  Florula  : 

The  petition  of  Abraham  Hanian  respectfullv  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  situated  at  Little  Grove,  on  the  east  side  of  St.  John's  river,  and  north 
of  the  military  station  of"  Buena  Yista,  which  has  not  been  surveyed  to  him,  but  is  bounded  by  the  said 
river  and  vacant  lands;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  a  certified  copy  of  which,  dated  September  18,  181(5,  accom- 
panies this  petition.  And'vour  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands; 
that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of  East  Florida.     Your  petitioner  will,  as  in  duty  bound, 

'"■''^'  '^''-  geoi;(;e  j.  f.  clarke. 

For  ABRAHAM  HANIAN. 
[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  September  18,  181G.] 

DECREE. 

Abraham  Hanian  \'s.  The  United  States.     For  fifty  acres  of  land. 

This  being  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  to  claimant  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  it  is  therefore 
confirmed.     May  30,  1825. 
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No.  10. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  M.  Hanson,  guardian  cf  Francis  Miles,  an  infant,  vs.  The  United  Stiaes.     For  tiuo  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Jolin  M.  ITanson,  guardian  of  Francis  Miles,  an  infant,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  North 
river,  iiounded  on  the  north  by  land  of  Manuel  Marshal,  southeast  by  lands  of  John  Salome,  and  east  and 
west'by  royal  lands.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  Barbara  Hainsman,  who  had  a  title  from  the 
British  g'overnment  for  said  lands,  remained  here  after  the  year  1784,  and  had  the  title  to  the  said  lands 
confirmed  to  her  by  the  Spanish  government,  as  will  appear  by  the  documents  A  and  B  filed  herewith,  and 
others  in  the  oflice  of  the  kec'per  of  the  ])ulilic  archives.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he 
is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  (and  his  ward)  resided  in  St.  Augustine  in  1821,  and  does 

so  now. 

GEOEGE  MURRAY,/o?-  Petitioner. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  certificate  of  survey  and  delivery,  with  a  plat  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  com- 
missioned judge  for  the  distribution  of  lands  in  East  Florida,  dated  June  2,  1793,  to  Barbara  Hainsman.] 

[Here  fnjlows  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Barbara  Hainsman  to  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  dated 
September  11,  1197.] 

DECREE. 

John  M.  Hanson,  guardian  of  Francis  Miles,  an  infant.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  survey  and  delivery  of  the  above  land 
to  Barbara  Hainsman,  and  that  she  had  conveyed  it  to  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  from  whom  claimant  derives 
as  one  of  his  heirs,  the  same  is  confirmed  to  him  accordingly.     May  30,  1825. 

No.  71. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Francis  Miles,  a  minor,  b\j  John  M.  Hanson,  his  guardian,  vs.  TheUnited  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of 

land. 

MEMORIAL 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjpoinled  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Francis  Miles,  a  minor,  by  John  M.  Hanson,  as  guardian,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  river 
St.  John's,  at  a  place  called  Terios,  btmnded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  laurel  marked  with  a  cross,  at  the 
edge  of  said  river,  running  north  45°  east,  67  chains  and  44-100  of  a  chain;  thence  south  45°  east,  38 
chains  and  72-100  of  a  chain,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  thence  south  45°  west,  77  chains  44-100,  to 
a  gum  tree  on  the  bank  of  said  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  grant  made 
to  the  heirs  of  Francisco  Xavier  Sanchez  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  and 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  said  lands,  as  guardian  to  the  said  F.  Miles,  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  Fran- 
cisco X.  Sanchez,  it  having  been  allotted  to  him  in  the  division  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Sanchez.  And 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  ho  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  said  lands;  a  certified  copy  of  the 
grant  made  February  4,  1811,  is  herewith  filed;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of 


St.  Augustine. 


JOHN  M.  HANSON, 
For  FRANCIS  MILES. 


[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  White  to  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  dated 
February  4,  1811.] 

DECREE. 

Francis  Miles,  a  minor,  by  John  M.  Hanson,  his  guardian,  vs.  Tlie  United  States.    For  three  hundred  acres  of 

land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  royal  title  to  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  from 
■whom  claimant  derives  as  one  of  his  heirs,  the  same  is  confirmed  to  "him  accordingly.     May  30,  1825. 

No.  72.— See  Report  No.  1. 
Heirs  of  EzeJciel  Hudnall  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  two  hundred  and  fifty fvve  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajyjoinlcd  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  S.  Streeter,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  E.  Hudnall,  deceased:  Your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  situated  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  river  St.  John's,  nearly  opposite  the  Fort  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  on  the  east  of  a  creek  called 
Hogan's  creek;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  Daniel  Hogans  by  Governor 
Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  E.  Hudnall;  a  certified  copy  of  said 
concession  is  herewith  presented,  dated  March  18,  1817.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he 
IS  legally  in  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augus- 
tme.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  STRONG,  Attorney 
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[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Oovcrnor  Oopjiingcr  to  Daniel  Ilop'ans,  dated  March  18 
•  1817,  and  a  conveyance  to  E.  llndnall,  dated  November  11,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  survey,  and  a  plat  by  Georj^'c  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  Jlay  9,  1817,  to  the 
same.] 

DECRKE. 

EzeHt'l  Hudnall's  hei)v  vs.  The  Unifvd  S/alvs.    Far  luv  hvndnd  and  Urcnfi/-Jivi'  acre.-;  of  land. 
The  board  having'  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Sjjanish  concession,  and  the  deraiffnmcnt  beino; 


&^ 


regular  to  Ezekiel  llndnall,  the  same  is  confirmed  to  his  heirs.     May  30,  1825. 

No.  73. — See  IvEi'OKT  No.  1. 
\Ez(hieI  nudiiaU'!<  heirs  vs.  Tlie  Vnilcd  Stall's.    Fur  five  hundn-d  anrv  cf  land. 

MEMO  HI. \L. 

To  the.  honorable  the  commw.'<ioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Squire  Streeter,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  E.  Hudnall,  showeth:  That  your  memo- 
rialist claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  in  the  [ilace  known  as  the 
Barranco  de  las  Calabazas,''to  the  south  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nassau;  which  title  your  memo- 
rialist derives  from  a'title^inade  to  Ezekiel  Hudnall  by  tiovernor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
1700.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  said  Hudnall  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands,  as  will  appear  by  the  document  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
missioners; that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

J.  B.  STRONG,  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  White,  dated  Januarj-  21),  1802.] 

DECREE. 

Ezekiel  HudnalTs  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fee  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  tliat  the  above  is  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  to  E.  Hudnall, 
deceased,  do  confirm  it  to  his  heirs  accordiuglj'.     May  30,  1825. 

No.  74. — See  Report  No.  1. 
William  Eutjanks  vs.  Ihe  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  if  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

Tffthe  honorable  the'commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Eubanks  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres;  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land  thereof  on  Big  Cedar 
creek,  St.  John's  river;  1st  line,  east,  fifty  chains,  from  a  pine  to  a  pine;  2d,  north  10°  east,  thirty-five 
chains,  to  a  pine;  3d  line,  west,  fifty  chains,  to  a  pine;  ith,  south  10°  west,  thirty-five  chains,  to  the  pine 
at  the  beginning,  and  thirty  acres,  taking  in  the  whole  of  Burton  island,  on  the  Nassau  river;  wliich  title 
your  memorialist  derives  frijui  a  grant  made  to  him  by  G<ivernor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  1790;  a  copy  of  said  grant,  under  date  of  March  18,  1817,  is  presented  herewith,  and  the  above 
documents  of  survey  by^George  J.  F.  Clarke  will  be  filed  when  required.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  a  resident  of  this  province. 
Your  memorialist  will  ever,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  <.S:c. 

GEO.  J.  P.  CLARKE,/o;-  the  Petitioner. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  March  18,  1817,  for  one 
hundred  and'fifty  acres  of  land.] 

\William  Eulianks  vs.  The  United  States,     For  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  for  only  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  aiid  not  for  two  hundred,  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial,  do  confirm  the  same  to  the 
claimant  accordingly.     June  6,  1825. 

No.  75. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Bobert  Harrison  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  seven  hundred  and  sicctyfve  acres  of  land. 

MEMORUL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.'<t  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Robert  Harrison  respectfully  showeth:  That  he  claims  title  to  a  certain  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-fave  acres;  that 
the  said  land  was  granted  to  your  memorialist  April  1,  1816,  by  Don  Jose  Coppniger,  then  the  governor 
of  East  Florida,  under  the  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  of  October  29,  1790,  as  wdl  appear  by  a 
certified  copy  of  the  original  grant  or  concession  of  the  said  land  herewith  submitted  and  hied,  and 
marked  exhibit  A;  that  the  said  land  is  situated  at  an  island  not  having  hitherto  been  named,  near  the 
i.lace  called  Roundabout,  on  the  river  Nassau,  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty-five  miles  north  ot  the 
bar;  and  your  memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  he  was,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  cession  ot 
this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  and  has  continued  until  this  time,  a  settler  and  inhabitantof  East 
Florida,  having  the  said  land  in  his  actual  possession  and  occupancy.  Wheretore,  he  prays  a  conhrmation 
of  his  title  to  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances.  POBERT  H\RRISON 

By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 
[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  May  10,  1816.] 
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DECREE. 

Bobert  Ean-ison  vs.  The  United  Slates.    For  seven  hundred  and  sixty-Jive  aa-es  of  land. 

The  board  bavinj?  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  to  claimant,  do  confirm  it  to 
bim  accordinglj'.     June  6,  1825. 

No.  16. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Sikock  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  Ike  honorable  the  cotnmissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Silcock  respectfully  shoT^-oth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consistino-  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  three  miles  from  tlie  head  of  the  river  Nassau,  iu  the 
county  of  Duval,  beginning  at  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  south,  5.5  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the 
same  mark-  thence  east,  55  chains,  to  a  pine  with  the  same  mark;  thence  north,  55  chains,  to  a  stake  with 
the  same  mark ;  thence  west,  55  chains,  to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  plat  and  certificate  made 
by  Pedro  Marrot,  by  order  of  the  Si)anish  government,  in  favor  of  memorialist,  and  dated  March  18, 
1792-  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Quesada,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally,  and  was 
in  actual  possession,  and  cultivated  said  lands  until  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  them  on  account  of  the 
revolution  of  the  year  1812;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida.  All 
of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c.  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  l)y  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  March  18,  1792.] 

DECREE. 

John  Silcock  vs.  The  United  States.    For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  judge 
commissioned  for  the"  survey  and  distribution  of  lands  in  East  Florida,  do  confii-m  the  same  accordingly. 
June  6,  1825. 

No.  77. — Sec  Report  No.  1. 
Lewis  Guibert  vs.  The  United  States.   For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

3b  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ap2Minled  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Guibert  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  four  hundred  acres,  situated  to  the  east  of  the  river  St.  John's;  the  first  line  runs  north 
10°  east,  24  chains,  to  a  pine;  the  second,  north  65°  west,  76  chains,  to  another  pine;  the  third,  south  55° 
west,  48  chains,  to  another  pine;  the  fourth,  south  65°  east,  76  chains,  to  another  pine;  the  fifth,  south 
10°  west,  24  chains,  to  another  pine;  and  the  sixth,  north  57°  east,  48  chains,  to  another  pine;  which 
title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Edward  M.  AVanton  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist;  which  said  tract  of  four  hundred  acres  is 
in  part  of  a  grant  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  made  to  the  said  Edward  M.  Wanton  on  December 
23,  1801.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  In  confirmation  of  the  title  of  your  memorialist, 
he  begs  leave  to  refer  this  honorable  board  to  the  memorial  of  the  said  Edward  M.  Wanton,  and  the  decree 
thereon,  dated  November  23,  1801;  the  royal  title  of  April  26,  1820,  attached  to  which  will  be  found  the 
certificate  of  survey  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  public  surveyor,  for  the  said  four  hundred  acres,  and  from 
which  the  within  description  is  taken;  and  also  to  the  bill  of  sale  from  Wanton  to  your  memorialist, 
dated  May  18,  1820 — all  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  this  city. 

THOMAS  P.  CORNELL, 
Attorney  for  LEWIS  GUIBERT. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  White,  dated  November  23,  1801,  to  Edward 
M.  Wanton.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  April  26,  1820,  to  the  same.] 
[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  November 

17,  1819.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Edward  M.  AVanton  to  Lewis  Guibert,  dated  May 

18,  1820.] 

DECREE. 

Leivis  Guibert  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  the  deraignment  being 
regular  to  claimant,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     June  6,  1825. 
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No.  78. — Sec  IJefort  Xo.  1. 
Stephen  Euhaiils  \s.  The  Unilcd  Salex.     Far  lime  Jiiindrcd  and  Im-iiiij-fivc  aor.t  of  land. 

MEMOUI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  aiypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titlcisto  lands  in  East  Flarida: 

The  petition  of  Stephen  Eubaiiks,  jr.,  respectfully  sliowctli:  That  your  nK'Uiorialist  claiin«  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting-  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-live  acres  of  laud,  sitiuilid  on  Trout  creek,  St.  .Tolin'.s 
river,  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  (Joveiiior  ('oppinf;-er  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  1790.  A  copy  of  his  said  p,-rant,  bearing  date  JIarch  18,  1817,  your  mrmnrialist  lieri'- 
with  presents,  and  will  file  his  documents  of  .survey  when  required.  And  your  menmrialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  pos.sessiou  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of 
this  couutrv.     And  he  will,  as  in  dutv  bouud,  prav,  Aic. 

fiEO.  J.  V.  CLAUKE, 
For  STEI'lIKX   EUliANES. 

[Here  follows  translatinu  of  a  coneessinn  nunle  March  18,  1817,  by  (iov<'rniir  Copiiinger.J 

PECREE. 

Stcj^hcn  Eubanl-s,  Jr.,  vs.  Tlw  United  States.     For  llnvr  hundred  and  ttrentij-Jive  acres  of  land. 

Tlie  board  having  ascertained  the  ab(jve  to  be  a  valid  .Spanish  concession,  do  confiini  tln^  .same 
accordingly.     June  6,  1S25. 

No.  7'J. — See  IxEroRT  No.  1. 

Ezeliel  HadnaH's  Jicirs  vs.  2'he  United  Slates.     For  tuv  hundred  acres  (_f  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypoiided  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Fhn-ida  : 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Ezekiel  Iludnall,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  Tliat  your  memorialists 
claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  south  head  of  St.  Pablo 
creek,  and  beginning  at  laurel,  running  thence  south  7°  west,  50  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  south  83°  west, 
4  chains,  with  Solomon  Miller's  land,  to  a  pine;  thence  north  7°  east,  50  chains,  to  pine;  thence  north  83° 
east,  40  chains,  with  Francisco  Eichard's  lands,  to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  plat  and  certificate 
of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  June  7,  1821,  lierewith  submitted;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive 
from  a  concession  made  to  Selvey  Taylor  April  14,  1817,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 

order  of ,  who  sold  the  same  to  E.  Iludnall,  as  per  deed  herewith  submitted,  dated  November  28, 

1821,  who,  since  that  time,  deiiartod  this  life,  resident  in  East  Florida;   and  your  memorialists  further 

show  that  they  are  legally  in   the  possession  of  said  lauds,  and  were  so  by  original granted  at 

the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  by  Spain  to  the  United  States;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  residents  of  East  Florida.     Thev  pray  concession  of  title,  &c. 

JOHN  B.  STKONG,  Attorney. 

[Heie  follows  translation  of  a  concession  to  Selvey  Taylor  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  April 
14,  1817.] 

[Here  f  )llows  translation  of  a  certilicate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  June 
7,  1821.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  fro)ii  Selvey  Taylor  to  Ezekiel  Iludnall,  dated  November  28,  1821.] 

IiECREE. 

Ezekiel  HudnalTs  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  tuv  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  the  deraignnieut  to 
claimants  being  regular,  the  same  is  conlirmed  accordingly.     June  6,  1825. 

[No.  80  was  not  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  connnissioners.] 

No.  81. — See  Keport  No.  1. 
Jose  Alvarez  vs.  Tltc  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  Ji/I ij-five  acres  (f  land. 

lIE.MORI.iI.. 

To  the  honoraUe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lan<ls  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Jose  Alvarez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  lifty-five  acres,  situated  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Thomas' 
swamp,  near  the  river  Nassau,  bounded  on  the  north,  south,  and  west,  by  vacant  lands,  ami  on  tlie  east 
by  the  lands  of  Henry  Grover;  the  first  line  commences  at  a  pine  and  runs  south  80°  east,  71  chains,  to  a 
another  pine;  thence  south  10°  west,  50  chains,  to  another  pine;  thence  north  80°  west,  71  chains;  thence 
north  10°  east,  50  chains,  to  the  beginning,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  plat  and  certificate  lierewith  presented, 
made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  February  2,  1817,  and  marked  A;  which  title  your  niemorialist 
derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Jose  Alvarez  Septemlier  9,  1810,  by  Governor  Copi)iiiger,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  which  is  herewith  presented  and  marked  B,  as  also  a  certitied  copy  of  the 
concession  of  said  lands  to  memorialist,  and  dated  September  9,  1810,  and  marked  C.  And  your  memo- 
rialist further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  before  the  cession 
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of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ^^^^  ALVAREZ. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  roval  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  September  9,  1816.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  February 

2,  1811.J 

DECREE. 

Jose  Alvarez  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  three  hxmdred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land. 

This  beino-  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  it  is  therefore  confirmed.  June 
13,  1825. 

No.  82.— See  Report  No.  1. 
Zephaniah  G.  Gibbs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  axires  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Zephaniah  0.  Gibbs  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  laud  consisting-  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres,  more  or  less,  situated  on  the  head  of  the 
Guana  river  to  the  west,  on  St.  Diego  plains,  by  St.  Diego  pdains,  on  the  west,  on  lands  belong-ing  to  Francis 
P.  Sanchez  on  the  north,  on  the  banks  of  the  sea,  those  to  the  east,  and  on  lands  belonging  to  Philip  Downs  to 
the  south;  the  first  line  begins  at  a  laurel  tree,  running  north  10°  west,  42  chains,  to  a  stake;  the  second 
line  runs  nortli  8°  east,  29  chains,  to  a  palma  real  tree;  the  tiiird  line  runs  east  10°,  42  chains,  to  a  stake; 
the  fourth  line  runs  south  72°  west,  29  chains,  to  the  laurel  tree,  the  beginning;  conceded  per  royal  title 
h(u-cwith  sulimittcd,  with  reference  for  further  information  to  the  ofiice  of  the  archives  of  the  Territory, 
marked  Z;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  niade  to  the  late  Francis  X.  Sanchez, 
by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790;  and  on  a  division  of  the  estate  of 
the  said  Francis  X.  Sanchez  amongst  his  heirs,  this  said  tract  of  land  fell  to  John  M.  Sanchez,  his  son, 
which,  by  reference  to  the  archives  of  the  Territory,  will  fully  appear;  and  the  said  John  M.  Sanchez  sold 
the  same  to  your  memorialist,  per  deed  now  in  possession  of  Samuel  Fairbanks,  esq.,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  acknowledgment  of  the  wife  of  the  said  Sanchez  to  the  same.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  jDossession  of  the  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
resident  of  St.  Augustine.     November  17,  1823. 

ZEPH.  C.  GIBBS, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  White,  dated  February  12,  1811,  to 
Francisco  Xavier  Sanchez.] 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  John  M.  Sanchez  and  Margaretta,  his  wife,  heirs  of  F.  X. 
Sanchez,  dated  May  8,  1823,  to  Zephaniah  C.  Gibbs.] 

DECREE. 

Zephaniah  G.  Gibbs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  previous  to  January  24, 
1818,  aud  the  deraignment  being  regular  to  claimant,  it  is  therefore  confirmed  to  him.     June  13,  1825. 

No.  83.— See  Report  No.  1. 
Zephaniah  Kingsley  vs.  The  United  Staies.     For  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  a^ypointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  by  George  Gibbs,  attorney  in  fact,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  situated  on  St.  John's  bluft"  on 
the  south  side  of  the  said  river,  bounded  by  St.  John's  river  on  the  north,  on  lands  now  or  late  belonging 
to  Dr.  Bartolo  de  Castro,  and  on  the  east  by  a  creek  and  marsh;  the  first  line  appears  to  begin  at  a  stake 
on  the  margin  of  the  said  St.  John's  river,  the  boundary  between  it  and  the  aforesaid  lands  cf  Manuel  Bou. 
Tunering,  nearly  south  to  a  stake,  as  jxr  plat  of  survey  by  George  Clarke,  and  dated  April  15,  1817,  sub- 
mitted, marked  M;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Francisco  Estacholy 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  your 
memorialist  per  deed  dated  March  27,  1817,  marked  N,  and  a  royal  title  for  the  same,  dated  March  15, 
1817,  also  submitted,  marked  0.     And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession 

of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of . 

ZEPHANIAH  KINGSLEY, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  March  15,  1817,  to  Francisco 
Estacholy.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  Francisco  Estacholy  to  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  dated  March  27,  1817.] 
[Here  follows  a  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  April  15,  1817.] 
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DKC'REK. 

Zephaniah  Kingsloj  vs.   Tlie  United  States.     Forjiflu  arres  of  Imi,}. 

The  iibove  boinp,-  a  valid  Spanish  title  iiuulc  iircvioiis  td  .Taiiuary  24,  181S,  and  tlic  (h-i-aiyinnent, 
regular  to  claimant,  it  is  therefore  confirmed  to  him.     June  1;5,  1825. 

No.  84. — Sec  RErnuT  No.  I. 
John  G.  JRushiiKj  vs.  The  United  iSlalet;.     For  Inv  Jiundred  andjiee  ao-i's  of  land. 

MEM0RI.\L. 

'To  the  honorahte  the  commiA'^ionei-s  appointed  to  aseertaia  etaims  and  titte.-^  to  landu  in  Unxt  Flnridn : 

The  petition  of  John  G.  I'nshing-,  by  G.  (iibbs,  his  attorne_y  in  fact,  respectfully  shuwcth:  Tiiat  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  live  acres,  silualcd  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  beginning-  on  Little  IVmn's  crock  at  a  poplar  tree;  the  hrst  line  running 
north  23°  cast,  54  chains,  to  a  jdnc;  the  second  line  running  south  07  '  east,  20  chains,  to  a  |iinc;  tldrd 
line  running  south  23°  west,  119  chains,  to  a  jdne;  the  fourth  running  south  45°  west,  L!  cliains,  to  a  pine 
on  Big  Dunn's  creek;  thence  up  the  same  to  the  fork  of  Little  Dunn's  creek;  thence  up  the  same  to  the 
beginning  of  the  first  line,  as  per  concession  dated  November  2T,  1815,  marked  .V,  and  survey  of  the 
same  by  George  Clarke,  dated  February  1,  1818,  marked  B,  herewith  enclosed;  whicli  title  your  memo- 
rialist derives  from  a  decree  in  concession  made  to  John  G.  Kushing  by  Governor  Estraila,  in  virtue  of 

the  royal  order ,  agreeably  to  a  certified  copy  of  a  decree  signed  l.iy  Thomas  i\o  Aguilar,  dated  November 

IT,  1815,  and  further  reference  to  the  oflice  of  the  archives.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that 
he  is  in  actual  possession,  having  built  on  and  improved  the  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  the  said  Territory. 

JOHN  G.  RU SITING, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attornei/  in/act. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  November  27,  1815.] 
[Here  follows   the  translation  of  a  certilicate  of  survey  and  plat  bj'  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1818.] 


John  G.  Bushing  vs.  The  United  States.     For  tiro  hundred  and  five  aeivs  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  do  confirm  the  same  accord- 
ingly.    June  13,  1825. 

No.  85. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Jothn  Chrisloj-ihcr  vs.  The  United  States.     For  Jiff  ij  aci-cs  of  land. 

ME.MORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  John  Christopher,  by  his  attorney  in  fact,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth: 
That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  fd'ty  acres,  situated  on  the  river  Nassau, 
and  hounded  on  the  west  by  other  land  belonging  to  3"our  mtmorialist;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  grant  originally  made  to  John  Tucker  on  May  24,  1804,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  A;  which  tract  was 
exchanged  by  said  Tucker  with  Gilbert  Mann  for  another,  as  appears  by  a  paper  marked  B,  and  was  by 
said  Mann  conveyed  to  your  memorialist,  as  appears  by  a  paper  marked  C.  And  your  memorialist  further 
shows  that  he  is  now  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  has  been  since  the  year  1807;  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Duval  county.     All  of  which  is  respectfuHv  submitted. 

JOHN   CHRISTOPHER, 
By  Ids  attorney  FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  to  John  Tucker  by  Governor  "WHute,  dated  May  24,  1804.] 
^Hero  follows  a  transfer  from  John  Tucker  to  Gilbert  Mann,  dated  January  22,  1807.] 
^Here  follows  a  transfer  from  Gilbert  Mann  to  John  Christopher,  dated  Octolier  31,  1807.] 

DECREE. 

John  Christojiher  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  ffty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  tlie  deraignment  to 
claimant  being  regular,  it  is  therefore  confirmed  Xo  him.     June  14,  1825. 

TESTl.\rilN'Y. 

John  Christopher  \ii.  The  United  States.     For  fifty  acres  of  land. 

Isaac  Carter  sworn  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  the  tract  claimed  by  Mr.  Christopher? 
Answer.    I  do.    Mr.  Tucker  sold  the  said  land  to  the  present  claimant,  who  has  hail  possession  of  the 

VOL.  IV 80  c 


634  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  503. 

same  and  made  several  crops  thereon.     "Witness  had  in  his  possession  a  note  of  liand  given  by  the  said 
Christopher  to  Tucker  for  the  said  tract. 

ISAAC  CARTER. 
Before  the  board  in  session  May  18,  1825. 

No.  86. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Zej^haiiiah  Kingsley  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  lilies  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  showcth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's 
river,  commonly  called  St.  John's  Blufl";  on  the  north  by  St.  John's  river,  on  the  east  by  lands  formerly  of 
Francisco  Staclioly,  on  the  south  by  vacant  land,  on  the  west  by  a  ship  yard  creek,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  by  the  marked  A,  and  other  documents  herewith  submitted;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  Manuel  Romero  March  17,  1811,  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  October  29,  1790,  who  sold  the  same  to  j'our  memorialist,  as  per  deed  marked  B,  and  dated  March 
27,  1817.  And  your  njcmorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  flags,  and  now  is,  in 
actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  and  resident  of  said  Terri- 
tory.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ZEPH.  KINGSLEY, 
By  his  attorney  in  fact,  GEORGE   GIBBS. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  Don  Manuel  Romero,  dated 
March  17,  1817.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  April  15, 
1817.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Don  Manuel  Romero  to  Don  Zephaniah  Kingsley, 
dated  March  27,  1817.] 


Ze2}haniah  Kingsley  va.  The  United  Stales.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  and  the  deraignment  to  claimant 
being  regular,  it  is  therefore  confirmed.     June  16,  1825. 

No.  87. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Hannah  Nobles  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoraI)le  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  layids  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Hannah  Nobles  respectfully  showcth:  That  j'our  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  AVills'  swamp,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's, 
bounded  on  all  sides  by  government  lands;  the  first  line  runs  north  75°  east,  25  chains;  tlie  second  line 
running  east  40  chains;  the  third  running  west  75°,  25  chains;  the  fourth  running  north  15°  west,  40 
chains,  as  by  reference  to  the  archives  of  the  Territory  will  more  fully  appear;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  October  29,  1790,  as  per  the  said  royal  Jitle  herewith  submitted,  and  dated  March  26,  1819;  vt^hich  land 
was  granted  her  April  23,  1816,  by  the  said  Governor  Coppinger,  as  therein  set  forth,  marked  G.  And 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  she  is  now  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

her 

HANNAH  X  NOBLES. 

mark. 

AVitness  to  the  mark  of  Hannah  Nobles:  George  Gibes. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  April  23,  1816.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  May  13, 

1817.] 

DECREE. 

Hannah  Nobles^  heirs  vs.  2'he  United  Slates.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  to  claimant,  do  confirm  it 
accordingly.     June  16,  1825. 

No.  88. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Lorenzo  Capo's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  seventy-Jive  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  heirs  of  Lorenzo  Capo,  deceased,  respectfully  show:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a 
tract  ot  land  consisting  of  one  Ijundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  situated"  in  tlie  Twelve-mile  swamp  adjoin- 
ing the  lauds  of  Lewis  Scholfield,  but  has  never  been  surveyed.     In  1819  Governor  Coppinger  made  au 
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order  for  the  survey  of  said  tract  by  Andrew  Burs-cviii,  Imt  the  said  RurR-cviii  iirvcr  eomplicd  willi  tlio 
said  order,  which  is  herewith  presented;  wliich  title  your  niciiKirialists  (h'rivc  limn  a  n'lant  iiiadi>  to  the 
said  Lorenzo  Capo  by  Governor  Wliite,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  <  rilcr  dl'  IHK),  as  appears  liy  tiic  srvri'/anfti 
certhicatc  hereicith  presented,  dated  Fel)ruary  24,  1808.  .Vnd  ymu-  memorialists  further  show  that  the 
said  Lorenzo  Capo  was  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands  from  the  j^-rant  till  1812,  when  one  of  his  sons 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  revolutionists  and  detained  about  si.x  months,  and  the  plantation  lirnkcn  up, 
and  has  not  been  resumed,  owing-  to  the  povertj'  of  the  claimants;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  I'niteii 
States  and  residents  of  East  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  October  10,  1823. 

■  lOlIX  li.  STi;0\C,  All,,nii'i/  for  (naimanh. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  liy  Governor  White,  dated  February  21,  1S08,] 
[Here  follows  the  afiidavit  of  Anthony  llindsnian  before  the  ]ircsiding-  judi^'c  of  the  county  court, 
dated  April  21,  1825,  proving  compliance  with  the  conditions.] 

DECREE. 

Lorenzo  Capo's  heirs  vs.  Tlie  United  Slates.     For  one  Jiundred  and  sere/it //-Jive  acres  of  land. 

The  above  being  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  with  conditions  which  were  coinpli(.'(l  with,  dated  previous 
to  Januar}'  24,  1818,  it  is  therefore  confirmed.     June  16,  1825. 

No.  89. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Jolin  Frazer's  creditors  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  fire  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memori.\l. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apipoinled  to  ascertain  claims  and  lilies  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Philip  R.  Yonge  and  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  as  executors  of  John  Frazer,  respectfully 
showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated 

on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  about  twelve from  the  island  of  Amelia,  by  the  same  on  all  sides,  being  an 

island,  and  called  the  Roundabout,  or  Cut-ofl";  which  title  your  memorialists   derive  from  a  concession, 

dated  May  2,  1810,  to  said  John  Frazer,  deceased,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of , 

as  by  reference  to  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  will  more  fully  appear,  copies  not 
being  procurable  in  time,  and  the  originals  mislaid.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  said 
executors  of  the   said  John   (the   same  having  been  by  virtue  of  said  concession  taken  possession  of, 

improved,  and  cultivated)  died  a  subject  of  Spain;  tliat  one  of  the  said  executors  is  a  resident  of ; 

that  said  Frazer  is  a  citizen  of  Great  Britain;  the  other  a  resident  of  the  Territorj'  of  Florida. 

PHILIP  R.  YONGE, 
ZEPII.  KINGSLEY, 
Executors  of  John  Frazer,  deceased, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  White,  dated  May  2,  1810,  to  John  Frazer, 
deceased.] 

decree. 

Executors  of  John  Frazer,  deceased,  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fee  Itundrcd  acre.'<  of  land. 

This  being  a  valid  Spanish  concession  without  conditions,  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  it  is 
therefore  confirmed.     June  22,  1825. 

No.  90. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Bellamy  vs.  The  United  States.     For  ffty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI-IL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  a.'icertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in.  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Bellamy  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting 
of  fifty  acres,  situated  at  Jacksonville,  on  the  St.  John's  river,  south  by  the  river  St.  John's,  east  and 
north  by  a  creek  making  out  of  said  river,  and  west  by  land  granted  to  Z.  Hogans;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  John  Mestre  December  3,  1816,  by  Governor  Coppinger, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  who  sold  the  same  to  John  Brady,  and  the  said  John  Brady  has  since 
sold  and  conveyed  the  said  lands  to  your  memorialist.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is 
in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  November  IS,  181G,  to 
John  Mestre,  and  a  plat  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  February  21,  181T.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  John  Mestre  to  John  Brady,  dated  June  1,  1822.] 
[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  John  Brady  to  John  Bellamy,  dated  January  29,  1823.] 

DECREE. 

John  Bellamy  vs.  The   United  Stales.    For  ffty  acres  of  land. 

This  being  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  to  John  Mestre  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  being 
regularly  conveyed  to  claimant,  it  is  therefore  confirmed  to  him.     July  12,  1825. 
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No.  91. — See  Keport  No.  1. 
Heirs  of  Matthias  Pons  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoraUc  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Matthias  Pons,  deceased,  hy  Francis  Marin  administrator,  respectfully 
showetli-  That  your  niomorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting;  of  ioiir  hundred  acres,  situated 
on  the  river  Matanzas,  known  hy  the  name  of  Casapula,  to  the  south  ot  St.  Augustine,  founded  on  the 
north  by  lands  of  Fernando  Falany,  on  the  east  by  Matanzas  river,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Pedro  Chovet, 
■ind  on  the  west  by  vacant  lands,  as  will  be  seen  hj  a  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  made  by  John  1  urcell, 
wiiich  is  attached  to  the  i.roceedino-s  rclatino-  to  this  grant  in  the  archives  office;  which  title  your  memo- 
rialists derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  Matthias  Pons  September  11,  1814,  by  Governor  kindelan,  m 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  a  copy  of  which  royal  title  is  herewith  presented ;_  and  the 
said  Matthias  Pons  since  that  time  departed  this  life,  leaving  Autonia  Pons,  wife  of  Francis  Mann, 
A"-athv  Pons  Francis  Pons  and  Peter  Pons,  his  children  and  heirs.  And  your  memorialists  further  show 
tliat  tliev  are'in  actual  iioss'ession  of  the  said  lands,  and  that  they  and  their  ancestors  for  many  years  have 
been;  tl'iat  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  East  Florida.     They  pray  confirmation 

'       ■  FRANCIS  JIAKIN,  Administrator  of  said  deceased. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  September  11,  1814.] 

DECREE. 

Mattliias  Pons'  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having-  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do'confirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  9,  182.5. 

No.  92. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Susannah  Cashen  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissionc7-s  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Susannah  Cashen,  widow  of  James  Cashen,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memo- 
rialist claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  Amelia  island, 
near  tliose  formerly  granted  to  him  by  the  Spanish  government,  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  lands 
belonging  to  Mr.  Jordine,  and  on  the  south  and  west  by  vacant  lauds,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  plat  and  certifi- 
cate made  by  Juan  Purcell  in  favor  of  James  Cashen,  deceased,  dated  November  30,  1807,  and  marked 
No.  2;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  James  Cashen  by  Governor  White, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  will  appear  by  the  same  herewith  presented,  dated  October  7, 
1805,  and  marked  No.  2.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  legally  in  possession  of  said 
lands,  and  was  so  before  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States;  that  she  is  a  native  of  the 
United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

SUSANNAH  CASHEN. 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  a  memorial  to  Governor  White,  dated  September  27,  1805,  soliciting  a 

concession  of  the  above,  and  a  decree  of  the  governor  dated  October  7,  1805.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  survey  and  plat  by  John  Purcell,  dated  November  30,  1807.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  resurvey  of  the  said  land  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  February  2, 

1816.] 

Susannah  Cashen  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  do  confirm  the  same 
accordingly.     August  9,  1825. 

No.  93. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Pedro  Pons  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  eight  hundred  and  seventyfive  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissionei's  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

Your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres, 
situated  in  Mills'  swamp,  on  tlie  river  Nassau:  the  first  of  survey  beginning  at  a  pine  and  running 
south  25°  east,  ninety-seven  cliains,  to  a  pine;  second  line,  south  70°  west,  ninety  chains,  to  a  pine;  third 
line,  north  25°  west,  ninety-seven  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth  line,  north  70°  east,  ninety  chains,  to  the  pine 
at  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  title  made  to  him  by  Governor 
Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  and  bearing  date  July  4,  1817,  a  certified  copy  of  which 


1826.1  CLAIMS    IN    FLORIDA.  (ji]\ 


accompanies  tliis  petition;  and  tlio  plat  and  certificate  of  sni-vt'y  by  (!eor;j:o  J.  l'\  Clarke  will  he  tiled  when 
required.  And  your  nieniorialist  further  showetii  that  he  i.s  a  nati\e  of  East  Florida  and  resident  nf  the 
same.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  diitv  licmnd,  jirav,  itc, 

<m:(»i;(:i:  .i.  k.  ci.auki:, 

For  J'KDhM)   niNS. 
[Here  foUow.s  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  rnmle  hy  Covernor  Cupiiini^cr,  d;ilc(l  .lime  1,  lsn.| 

DECREE. 

Pedro  Pons  ys.  The  Unilrd  Stale!'.     For  cl(j]d  huiulred  and  siTrnfij-Jive  arrc:'  af  ItDi'L     ■ 

The  board  having  ascertained  tlie  above  to  lie  a  valid  Spanish  liUr,  do  eunllrm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  9,  lb'25. 

No.  94. — Sec  IiEroRT  No.  1. 

Thomas  Suarez  vs.  The  United  .s?a/e.s.    For  Jiee  liundred  aeres  <f  land. 

IIEMORI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajqiainted  to  a.'<eerlain  claims  and  lilies  to  lamls  in  Fast  Fhirida: 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Suarez,  administrator  of  Antonio  Suarez,  deceased,  respeclfnlly  showeth:  Tliat 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  live  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  island  of 
Amelia,  at  a  place  called  Black  Point,  bounded  as  will  be  seen  by  the  roj'al  grant  made  to  .\ntunio  Suarez, 
which  is  herewith  presented;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  Antonio 
Suarez,  July  17,  1809,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790.  And  your  im-morialist 
further  showetli  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  cession:  that  he  is  a  eitizen 
of  the  Territory  and  a  resident  of  Duval  county. 

A.  BELLAMY.   Cluinwnrs  Altnrnrij. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  grant  from  Governor  White  to  Antonio  Suarez,  dated  July 
2T,  1S09.] 

DECREE. 

Thomas  Snare:,  administrator  of  Antonio  Suarez,  vs.  The  United  States.    For  fie  e  liundrrd  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  cimlirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  9,   1825. 

No.  95. — See  Eerort  No.  1. 

Fomingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  ef  land. 

memori.ve. 

To  the  honorable  the  commi.moners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.4  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Amelia 
island,  and  contained  within  the  following  lines  and  boundaries:  the  first  line  runs  north  80^  east,  is  in 
measure  31  chains,  and  is  bounded  by  lands  of  said  Fernandez;  the  second  line  runs  south  11°  east, 
measures  49  chains,  and  is  bounded  by  lands  of  said  Fernandez;  the  third  line  runs  north  80^  east,  measures 
30  chains;  the  fourth  line  runs  south  11°  east,  is  in  measure  26  chains,  bounded  by  the  sand  hills  of  the 
sea-lieach;  the  fifth  line  runs  west,  measures  76  chains,  bounded  by  vacant  land;  the  si.xth  line  runs  north 
11°  west,  is  in  length  64  chains,  bounded  by  lands  of  John  Bashlott;  which  title  j-our  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  James  Adamson  by  Governor  White,  June  1,  1802,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
1790,  which  tract  was  purchased  from  said  Adamson  _/Vohi  your  memorialist.  Your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  obtained  from  Governor  Coppinger  the  full  or  royal  title,  dated  April  11,  1817;  that  he 
is  now  and  has  been  in  actual  possession  of  the  said  land  for  the  last  eighteen  years;  that  he  is  an 
inhabitant  of  Florida  and  resident  of  Amelia  island.  The  grant  above  alluded  to  is  annexed.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

DOMINGO  FEltNANDEZ, 
Per  his  attorney,  FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  April  11,  1817.] 

DECREE. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  Unilcd  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  confirni  the  same  accordinglj'. 
August  16,  1825. 

No.  96. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Heirs  of  Cornelius  Griffith  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fad  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Downs,  David  Turner,  Zachariah  Haddock,  and  Abraham  SimnKjns,  husbands 
of  Winney,   Elizabeth,    Sarah,    and  Eliza,  heirs  of  Cornelius  Griffith,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
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memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  St.  Mary's;  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  creek  known  by  the  name  of  Mill  creek,  distant  about  a  mile 
from  said  creek,  and  bounded  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands;  which  title  your  memorialists  claim 
from  a  concession  made  to  Cornelius  Griffith  on  December  4,  1802,  by  Governor  White,  by  virtue  of  a 
royal  order  of  17SI0,  as  by  a  more  particular  reference  to  the  archives  of  the  province  of  East  Florida,  and 
b3'  a  certified  copy  of  said  concession,  filed  herewith,  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear.  And  your 
memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  legal  possession  of  the  said  lands,  and  that  they  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  are,  with  "the  exception  of  said  Downs,  residents  of  this  Territory.     And  your 

memorialists  will  ever  ijrav,  &c. 

•  WM.  DOWNS, 

DAVID  TURNER, 
ZACH.  HADDOCK,  and 
ABRAM.  SIMMONS, 
By  their  attorney,  DAVID  B.  MACOMB. 

Certified  copy  of  concession  filed  herewith,  marked  B. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  made  to  Cornelius  Griffith  by  Governor  Wliite,   dated 
December  9,  1802.] 


Hcits  of  Cornelius  Griffith  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundird  acivs  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  that  the  claimants  are 
lawful  heirs  to  the  grantee,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     August  16,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

C  Gi'iffith^s  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Joseph  Summerall  sworn: 
Question.  IIow  long  was  the  claimant  in  possession  of  the  land  on  Nassau  ? 
Ansicer.  About  five  years. 

Question.  How  long  since  claimant  obtained  possession  of  this  land  ? 

Answer.  Many  j-ears  since;  the  land  was  surveyed  by  Pedro  Marrot  and  Samuel  Eastlake.  The 
claimant  was  ordered  off  the  land  by  the  Spanish  governor  during  the  revolution  of  the  year  1794,  and  is 
since  dead;  has  three  legal  heirs  in  this  Territory,  and  one  out  of  it. 

JOSEPH  SUMMERALL. 

Daniel  Hogans  sworn  in  the  claim  of  100  acres: 
Question.   When  did  claimant  settle  the  land  now  claimed  by  him  on  Trout  creek? 
Answer.  In  the  j-ear  1808. 
Question.  How  long  did  he  remain  there  ? 

Answer.  From  1808  to  1813,  when  he  died.     The  land  has  since  been  occupied  by  his  son-in-law. 
Question.  Has  he  any  heirs  within  the  Territory  ? 
Answer.  He  has  three  heirs  living  within  the  Territory,  and  one  without. 

DANIEL  HOGANS. 
Before  the  board  in  session  May  IG,  1825. 

No.  9T. — See  Report  No.  1. 
George  J.  F.  Clarke  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  thousand  acres,  situated,  five  hundred  acres  thereof  on  the  head  of  the  north 
branch  of  Durbin's  swamp,  to  the  west  of  the  part  of  said  swamp  called  the  Big  Bend;  the  first  line  of 
the  survey  of  the  same  beginning  at  a  pine,  and  running  south  40°  east,  60  chains,  to  a  pine;  second  line 
runs  north  50°  east,  83i  chains,  to  a  pine;  third  lino  runs  north  40°  west,  60  chains,  icesl  to  a  pine;  fourth 
line,  south  50°  west,  83^  chains,  to  the  pine  at  the  beginning;  and  five  hundred  acres  in  Picolata  swamp,  on 
the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river:  the  first  line  beginning  at  a  cypress,  and  running  north  67°  west,  69 
chains,  to  a  imw;  fourth  line,  east  45  chains,  to  a  cj-press;  and  the  fifth,  north  45°  cast,  to  the  cypress  at 
the  beginning;  and  this  last  bounded  by  St.  John's  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  him  for  headriglits  by  Governor  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  a  certified 
copy  thereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  and  which  grant  was  made  to  him  on  May  9,  1815.  The  two  aforesaid 
surveys  were  made  hy  Andres  Burgevin,  and  the  plats  and  certificates  of  them  will  be  filed  whenever 
required.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he 
is  a  native  of  East  Florida  and  resident  of  the  same.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  May  9,  1815.] 

George  J.  F.   Clarke  vs.  Tlte  United  States.     For  one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  do  confirm  the  same 
accordingly.     August  17,  1825. 
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No.  98.— St'o  Rkimrt  N.>.  1. 
Domingo  Fernandez  vs.   TJie  L'niled  SlaleK.     For  one  lurmhrd  mxljl/h/  ncres  o/'  Imiil. 

SIEMIllUAI. 

To  the  honorable  the  com7nissionerg  appointed  to  aiicoiain  claim:^  and  tiller  to  laiuh  in  Fatff  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bcthiiiic,  ri'sp<'ctfiil1y  slmwctii:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  lifly  acrrs,  situated  on 
Amelia  island,  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  creek  which  forms  tlio  point  of  said  Uaii,  on  Ihr  snuth  by  other 
lands  of  your  memorialist,  on  the  east  by  lands  granted  to  Andrew  Atkinson,  and  on  tlic  west  by  tlu; 
harbor  of  Fernandina;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  liy  (invj;'rnor  White, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790.  After  cultivating  said  tract  more  tiian  ten  y<'ars,  your 
memorialist  obtained  from  Governor  White  a  title  in  fee  simple  lor  the  same,  datinl  August  19,  ls07; 
which  title  accompanies  this  memorial,  marked  \.  Tiie  survey  of  this  tract  will  lie  iimduced  when  re(|uired. 
Your  memorialist  furtlier  showeth  that  he  is  now  in  actual  possessii.m  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the 
time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Florida  and  a  resident  of  Amelia  island.  .\ll  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

DOMINCO  FERNANDEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  FAia^l'lIAK  ISETIIUNE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  bj-  Governor  White,  dateil  .Vugust  19,  1807. J 

IIECKEE. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.   The  United  Stale/:.     For  one  Itinidrei!  and Jlfhj  acre:<  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  titlo,  di.i  conlirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  17,  1825. 

No.  99. — See  REroRT  No.  1. 

Susannah   Cashen  vs.   The  United  Slate.<.     Fur  two  hundred  and  Ihlrtij  aereg  </  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Susannah  Cashen  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Mary's,  at  a 
place  known  by  the  name  of  Old  Township,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Spicer  Christopher,  and 
on  the  south  with  Brant's  lands;  whicli  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  concession  made  to  Joseph 
Eied  July  13,  18G4,  by  Governor  AVhitc,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  Octolier  29,  1790,  who  sold  the 
same  to  Moses  Ilarrell  by  deed  of  conveyance  dated  February  8,  181 1,  and  signed  by  Joseph  Ried  and 
Nancy  Ried,  and  herewith  presented,  and  marked  A;  also  a  memorandum  of  agreement  lictween  Ilarrell 
for  said  lands  and  improvements  thereon,  dated  November  12,  1811,  and  signed  by  James  Cashen  and 
Moses  Ilarrell,  and  marked  B.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  legally  in  possession 
of  said  lands,  and  that  her  said  husband  was  so  before  tlie  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States; 
that  she  is  a  native  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  St.  Augustine.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

SUSANNAH  CASUEN. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  White,  dated  July  13,  1804.] 
[Here  follows  a  transfer  from  Joseph  Ried  and  Nancy  Ried  tij  Moses  Ilarrell,  dated  February  5,  1811.] 
[Here  follows  a  transfer  from  Moses  Harrell  to  James  Cashen,  dated  November  12,  1811.] 
[Here  follows  the  deposition  of  William  Braddock,  before  Charles  Seaton,  justice  of  the  peace,  proving 
occupation  and  possession  of  the  above,  dated  June  10,  1825.] 

DECREE. 

Susannah  Cashen  vs.   The  United  States.     For  tiro  hundred  and  thirtij  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  ami  that  it  was  occupied 
and  possessed  according  to  the  terms  thereof,  and  also  that  the  deraignment  is  clear  to  the  claimant,  do 
confirm  it  accordingly.     August  17,  1825. 

No.  100.— See  REroRT  No.  1. 

Francis  Fichai'd  vs.   The  United  Stales.     Ftw  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  a.^fcertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.'^t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Francis  Richard  respectfully  showeth:  That  j-our  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-si.x  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Branchester,  St.  John's 
river;  the  first  line  beginning  at  a  bay,  north  70^  east,  70  chains,  to  a  pine;  third  line,  south  70°  west, 

to  a  gum;  fourth  line  formed  and  bounded  by  said  river;  which  title  your  memorialist from  an  absolute 

title  made  to  him  by  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  "the  royal  order  of  1790,  a  certified  copy  of  which  accompanies 
this  petition,  bearing  date  March  20,  1815,  the  plat  of  which,  by  Samuel  Eastlake,  will  be  filed  when 
required.  And  j'our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he 
has  long  been  a  resident  of  this  province.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  FRANCIS  RICHARD. 
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[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  from  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  March  20,  1815.] 

DECREE. 

Francis  liirharcl  vs.   The  United  Slates.     For  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  of  land. 

The  boanl  liaving  a.sccrtained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  confirm  it  accordingly. 
August  It,  1825. 

No.  101. — Sec  Report  No.  1. 
Francis  Fiichard  v.s.  The  United  Slates.     Claim  for  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioneis  appointed  to  ascertain  claiins  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Francis  Uicliard  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Parque,  on  St.  John's  river; 
the  first  line  beginning  at  a  gum,  north  70°  east,  23  chains,  and  to  a  pine;  second,  south  100  chains,  to  a 
])ine-  tliird,  west  25  chains,  to  a  cherry  tree;  fourth  line  formed  and  bounded  by  the  said  river;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absdlute  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
"order  of  1790,  a  certified  copy  of  which,  dated  March  20,  1815,  accompanies  this  petition.  The  plat  and 
certificate  of  survey  by  Samuel  Eastlake  will  be  tiled  when  re(]uired.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  lie  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of 
this  country.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  FRANCIS  RICHARD. 

[Here  follows  the  tran.slation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  March  20,  1815.] 

DECREE, 

Francis  Bichard  vs.  The  United  States.    For  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  11,  1825. 

No.  102.— See  Report  No.  1. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

T(i  the  honorable  the  coinmissioners  appirnnted  to  ascertain  claims  atid  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Amelia  island, 
"bounded  on  the  north  by  other  lands  of  your  memorialist,  on  the  east  by  John  McClurc's  land,  on  the  south 
by  Isabella  Jardine's  land,  and  on  the  west  by  Amelia  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  White  August  21,  1803,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of  October  29,  1790; 
for  which  tract,  after  cultivating  it  more  than  ten  years,  your  memorialist  obtained  a  title  in  fee  simple 
from  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  September  1,  1813,  which  title  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A.  The  plat 
and  survey  of  this  tract  is  in  the  archives.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  now  in  actual 
possession  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and  for  many  years  previous;  that  he  is  an 
inhabitant  and  resident  of  East  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

DOMINGO  FERNANDEZ, 
By  bis  attorney,  FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  the  royal  title  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  September  1,  1813.] 

decree. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  17,  1825. 

No.  103.— Sec  Report  No.  1. 
Jane  Hurray  vs.  2he  United  States.     For  six  hundred  acj-es  of  land. 

memorial. 

Td  the  honurahle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Jane  Murray  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  containing  six  hundred  acres,  situate,  lying,  and  being  at  Mosquito,  at  the  place  known  as  the  plan- 
tation of  Mc'Dougal,  about  eight  miles  from  the  wiiarf  of  Turnbull,  and  fr(.)nting  on  the  river  Hillsborough; 
wliich  titl(>  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  by  Governor  White  July  28,  1803,  as  will  appear 
bv  till'  decree  on  file  in  the  oflice  of  the  archives,  and  a  certificate  by  Don  Juan  Pierra,  herewith  filed. 

JANE  MURRAY, 
By  her  attorney,  B.  A.  PUTNAM. 
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flloro  follows  translation  of  the  certificate  of  concession  made  by  Governor  Whiti'  .Iiilv  2S,  ISOS.I 
[Here  follows  a  letter  from  John  Addison  to  George  Mnrray,'  dated    New  Siiiyiim,  I'cfinuuv  '.'    l!S07 

stating  his  being  about  to  plant  the  land  of  the  latter.] 

[Here  follows  the  deposition  of  Dr.  James  Uall,  proving  the  oceiipatiim  and  ciiltiv  ;iii,.ii  ,,|'the  above 

by  George  Murray,  before  Elias  B.  Gould,  J.  1'.,  July  18,  1825. J 

DFX'HEE. 

Jane  Jhirnnj  vs.  The  T'niird  Sfdtc.-:.     For  six  Jiiimfrrtl  arrcx  <if  Itnul. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  alxive  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  ccim-essidii,  the  c(indi(ions  of  which 
have  been  complied  with,  and  that  tiie  claimant  is  legal  representative  of  the  grantee,  do  coidirni  the 
same  accordingly.     August  23,  1825. 

TE.STI.MONV. 

Jane  Mil rrai/  \s.  The  Uni/ed  Slalcs.     For  sir  hundred  aeres  af  land. 

Fan|uliar  Bethune,  being  sworn,  states  that  he  was  acipuiinted  with  (Jeorge  Murray,  the  original 
claimant;  that  witness  went  on  the  tract  claimed  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1803,  or  beginning  of  1SII4, 
and  found  claimant  in  possession;  claimant  had  a  house  built  on  said  land,  and  planted  and  improved  the 
land. 

FARQUIIAU  BETIIL'XE. 

Before  the  board  in  session  June  13,  1825. 

No.  104. — See  Report  No.  1. 

John  Chrisf02:>her  vs.  The  United  S/ates.     For  fire  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMora.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Christopher  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  on  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nassau,  at  a  place 
called  St.  Maria,  bounded  as  will  be  seen  by  the  royal  grant  herewith  presented;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  Spicer  Christopher  April  8,  1809,  by  Governor  Wliite,  in 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190;  the  same  fell  to  your  memorialist  by  the  will  of  the  said  Spicer  Chris- 
topher, deceased.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands, 
and  was  so  at  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  East  Florida. 

BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  roj'al  title  made  to  Spicer  Christopher,  dated  April  8,  1809,  by  Gov- 
ernor White.] 


John  Christopher  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  fire  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  ami  that  it  was  by  the  will  of 
the  grantee  left  to  claimant,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     August  23,  1825. 

No.  105. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  cf  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commis.iioners  apipointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
he  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  six  caballerias,  or  about  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on 
the  main  land  opposite  Amelia  island,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Orange  Grove,  contained  within  the 
following  lines:  the  first  line  runs  south  10°  east,  beginning  at  the  bank  of  the  creek  and  terminating  at 
a  water  oak  marked  with  a  cross  on  the  margin  of  a  marsh,  and  is  in  length  80  chains;  the  second  line 
runs  south  80°  west,  beginning  at  said  crossed  tree  and  terminates  with  a  stake  with  the  same  mark,  and 
is  in  length  20  chains;  "the  thtrd  line  runs  north  20°  west,  beginning  at  said  stake  and  terminating  with 
a  pine  tree  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the  margin  of  a  marsh,  and  is  in  length  80  chains;  its  front  runs  on 
the  bank  of  a  creek  which  comes  from  the^nver  St.  Mary's,  and  forms  an  irregular  figure;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Maria  Mattair  by  Governor  Quesada  Februarj'  20,  1792, 
in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29.  1790;  the  said  Maria 'Mattair  dying,  said  tract  descended  to 
her  children  and  heirs,  Lewis  Mattair  and  his  sister,  wife  of  your  memorialist — one-half  to  each;  which 
heirs  obtained  from  Governor  White  a  title  in  fee  simiJe  for  said  tract,  dated  April  25,  1807;  one-half  of 
said  tract  in  right  of  his  wife,  one  of  the  co-heirs  of  said  Maria  Mattair,  deceased;  the  other  half  in  virtue 
of  a  purchase  made  from  Lewis  Mattair  of  his  half,  as  will  appear  from  his  deed  of  conveyance,  dated 
April  11,  1820.  The  title  in  fee  simple  to  the  heirs  of  Maria  Mattair,  marked  A,  and  the  deed  from  Lewis 
Mattair,  marked  B,  are  annexed  to  this  memorial.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  now,  and 
was  in  actual  possession  of  said  land  at  the  cession;  that  he  is  an  inliabitant  of  East  Florida  and  a 
resident  of  Amelia  island.     AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

DOMINGO   FERNANDEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  FARqUHAR  BETHUNE. 

VOL.   IV SI    C 
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rHore  follows  a  translation  of  a  royal  title  from  Governor  White,  dated  April  25,  1807  ] 
[Here  follows  a  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Lewis   Mattair  to  Domingo  lernandez  of  one-half 
of  the  above,  dated  April  11,  1S20.] 

DECREE. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  Jand. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  and  the  deraignment  being  clear, 
do  confirm  it  accordingly  to  claimant.     August  23,  1825. 

No.  106.— See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Houston  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  comm.is.'iioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Houston  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  si.K  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  north  end  of  the  island  of  Talbot,  bounded  north  by 
Nassau  soundt  south  by  lauds  of  your  memorialist,  east  and  west  by  marshes,  which  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  decree 'in  tlie  keeper  of  the  archives'  office;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
decree  made  to  Spicer  Cliristopher  December  4,  1795,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  the  same  fell 
to  Lewis  Christopher  at  the  distribution,  according  to  the  will  of  the  late  Spicer  Christopher,  who  sold  the 
same  to  your  memorialist;  and  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands   and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  ol'  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the 

Territory  of  Florida. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Memorialist's  Attorney. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  the  concession  to  Spicer  Christopher,  dated  December  2,  1795,  made  by 
Governor  Quesada.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  for  the  same,  dated  November  6,  1819,  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger,  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  grantee.] 

DECREE. 

John  Rouston  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  made  to  Spicer  Christopher,  deceased, 
by  Governor  Quesada,  and  it  also  appearing  of  record  that  said  John  Houston  is  one  of  the  heirs  of  said 
Christopher,  the  same  is  therefore  confirmed  to  claimant.     August  25,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

John  Houston  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Francis  J.  Fatio,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  that  Spicer  Christopher  resided  for  a  number  of 
years  on  Talbot  island,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  that  the  land  above  claimed  is  a  part  of  the  land 
on  which  he  resided.  ^  ^  ^^^^^ 

Before  the  board  in  session  August  24,  1825. 

No^  107.— See  Report  No.  1. 
Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  coinmissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
he  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  Amelia  river,  with  the  following  lines  and  boundaries:  the  first  line  runs  west,  and  measures  forty- 
eight  chains,  bounded  liy  Andrew  Tucker's  land;  the  second  line  runs  north  36°  east,  is  in  length  sixty- 
four  chains,  and  bounded  by  William  Berry's  land;  the  fourth  line  runs  south  73'^  west,  is  in  length  sixty- 
six  chains,  and  bounded  by  the  lands  of  Lewis  Mattair;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant 
made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger  April  10,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  which 
grant  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A.  The  survey  by  the  surveyor  general  is  in  the  archives  and  will 
be  furnished  when  required.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  he  is  now  in  actual  possession  of  said 
land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  an  inharlaitaut  of  Florida  and  a  resident  of  Amelia 
island.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DOMINGO  FERNANDEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  April  10,  1817.] 

DECREE. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  27,  1825. 


1826.)  CLAIMS    IN    FLORIDA.  643 


No.  108.— See  Rkimiit  No.  1. 
Henry  Yongc  vs.  The  United  Statex.     For  our  hundred  and  ninetj  arrea  of'  land. 

MKMOIU.VI,. 

To  the  hunoralite  the eommisfiionerK  apjio'uited  to  a^r<Ttain  elainix  and  titlea  to  Jandx  in  Kant  Florida: 

The  iii(.'iiioi-i:il  of  Henry  Yoiig-e  sliowelli:  That  your  iiiemorialist  chiiins  lille  to  i hiin.lrcil  and  ninety 

acres  of  land,  situated  in  Lofton's  swamp,  and  tliat  the  same  is  Ixjunded  as  set  forth  in  Ihi' oiju-jnal  snr\c"v 
and  pL'it  thereof,  made  by  (Jeorg-e  J.  F.  Chirke,  surveyor,  dated  June  8,  1817,  and  hcicwith  lileil,  and 
marked  exhibit  A.  That  the  said  traet  of  land  was  surveyed  and  set  otf  to  your  nicinorialist  in  virtue  of 
a  grant  made  by  Governor  Coppinger  JIareh  15,  1817,  to  your  memorialist;  and  thai  Ihr  saiil  ^Tanl  is  un 
file  among-st  the  public  archives  of  the  Territory. 

IIFNI.'Y  YONCL, 
By  his  ag-ent,  riOTFi;  .MilCIIKL. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Copjiing-er,  dated  March  lo,  1S17.| 
[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certiticate  of  survey  and  a  i)lat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  June  8 
1817.] 

DECREE. 

Henry  Yonge  vs.  Tlie  United  Slaletf.     i'or  one  Itnndred  and  ninelif  airex  of  land. 

Tlio  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  do  conlirni  the  same 
accordingly.     August  27,  1825. 

No.  lOi).— See  Report  No.  1. 

Henry  Yonge  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  four  hundred  and  eighty  arre.s  of  land. 

.ME.MoRI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjMinted  to'ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Henry  Yonge  showetlK^Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  St.  Mary's  river,  and  that  the  same  is  bounded  as  set  forth  in  the  original  survey 
and  plat  hereof,  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  surveyor,  and  dated  April  1,  ISlfi,  and  herewith  liled,  and 
marked  e.Khibit  A.  That  the  said  land  was  granted  to  Henry  Yonge,  and  is  part  of  a  grant  of  nine  hundred 
and  eightj'  acres  made  by  Governor  Estrada  December  22,  1815,  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  1815;  and 
that  the  said  grant  is  of  record  amongst  tlie  public  archives. 

-     [Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Govcrjior  Estrada,  dated  December  22,  1815,  for  nine 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  April  1, 
1816.] 

DECREE. 

Henry  Yonge  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  royal  title  for  nine  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  laud,  in  two  tracts,  the  one  of  tive  hundred  and  the  other  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and 
this  claim  being  one  of  them,  the  same  is  confirmed  accordingly.     August  27,  1825. 

No.  110. — Sec  Report  No.  1. 
Henry  Yonge  vs.  The  United  States.     For  fee  hundred  acres  if  land. 

MEMORI.il.. 

To  the  honorattle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Henry  Yongc  showeth:    That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  tive  hundred  acres  of 

land,  situated  on  St.  Mary's  and  Little  St.  Mary's  river,  and  tliat  the  same  is  bounded  as  set  forth  in  the 

original  survey  and  plat  thereof,  made  by  tieorge  J.  F.  (_Uarke,  surveyor,  and  dated  Api'il  o,  1816,  and 

herewith  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B. 

That  the  said  land  was  granted  to  Henry  Yongc,  and  is  part  of  a  grant  of  nine  hundred  and  eiglity 

acres  made  by  Governor  Estrada  December  22,  1815,  in  virtue  of  a  royal  order  of  1815;  and  tliat  the  said 

grant  is  of  record  among  the  public  archives. 

HENRY  YONGE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  roval  title  bv  Governor  Estrada,  dated  December  22.  1815,  f  .r  980  acres 
of  land.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  bv  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  April  3, 
1816.] 

DECREE. 

Henry  Yonge  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  fee  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  alujvo  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  royal  title  for  980  acn^s  of  land,  divided 
into  two  tracts,  one  of  500  acres  and  the  other  of  480  acres,  and  this  claim  being  one  of  tliefn,  the  same  is 
confirmed  accordinglj'.     August  27,  1825. 
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No.  IIL — See  Report  No.  L 
Francis  Richard  vs.  The  United  Stales.     Fur  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land. 

MEMOBIAI,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjyointcd  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  Francis  Richard  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract, 
of  land  consisting-  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  situated  on  St.  John's  river,  at  Point  Santa  Isabella; 
the  first  line  runs  iiorth  85°  west,  58  chains,  and  hounding  on  George  Atkinson's  land;  the  second,  south 
40=  east,  52  chains,  and  bounded  by  lands  of  Philip  F.  Fatio;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
an  alisolute  title  made  to  him  by  (Jovornor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  a  certified  copy 
of  which  your  memorialist  presents  herewith,  dated,  first  grant,  January  8,  1801,  surveyed  by  George  J. 
F.  Clarke  March  1,  1812,  carried  into  absolute  title  January  27,  1818.  The  plat  and  certificate  of  survey 
will  be  filed  when  required.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands;  that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of  East  Florida.  Your  memorialist  will,  as  in 
duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  FRANCIS  RICHARD. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  White,  dated  January  9,  1801.  | 
[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,   dated  January  27,  1818,  in  con- 
firmation of  the  above  concession.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  March 
1,  1812.] 

DECREE. 

Francis  Richard  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  do  confirm  it  accordingly. 
September  2,  1825. 

No.  112. — See  Report  No.  1. 

» 

Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  tliousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

Territory  OF  Florida,  East  Florida:  • 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Simeon  Sanchez,  for  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Francisco  Xavier  Sanchez, 
deceased,  respectfully  slioweth:  That  your  memorialist,  for  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  the  said  Francisco 
Xavier  Sanchez,  deceased,  claims  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida  afore- 
said; that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  originally  granted  to  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  by  the  British 
government  while  East  Florida  was  a  province  and  dcpcndenc3'  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain;  that  after 
the  acquisition  of  said  province  by  the  Spanish  government,  to  wit:  March  4,  1793,  the  said  tract  of  land 
was  CDUceded  and  confirmed  to  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  by  the  Spanish  government,  as  will  fully 
appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  decree,  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of 
East  Florida,  confirming  the  said  land  to  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez;  that  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez 
departed  this  life  some  time  about  the  year  1808,  leaving  your  memorialist  and  those  for  whose  benefit  this 
claim  is  made;  that  he  died  in  the  actual  occupancy  and  possession  of  the  said  land;  was  surveyed  by  one 
Robert  McHardy,  as  surve3'or  appointed  by  the  government  for  that  purpose,  about  April  26,  1819,  as  will 
appear  by  a  reference  to  the  certified  copy  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  of  that  date  herewith  filed, 
and  marked  exhibit  A;  that  the  said  one  thousand  acres  were  surveyed  in  four  different  tracts  of  unequal 
quantities  near  each  other,  and  are  situated  in  Diego  plains,  at  a  place  in  the  said  plains  called  "Montcs 
de  San  Diego"  in  the  Spanish  language.  Your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  plat  of  the  said 
survey  as  setting  forth  the  lines  of  the  said  different  tracts.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the 
heirs  of  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  obtained  a  royal  title  or  grant  in  absolute  property  for  the  said 
tract  of  land,  June  5,  1821,  from  Don  Jost;  Copi)inger,  then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  as  will  appear 
by  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  grant  herewith  filed,  marked  exhibit  B.  Your  memorialist  further  represents 
and  shows  that  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  became  and  was  a  Spanish  subject  when  the  Siianish  decree 
herein  first  mentioned  was  made  to  him  for  the  said  land,  and  also  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida, 
and  so  continued  to  the  time  of  his  death;  that  the  heirs  of  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  were  all,  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  inhabitants  and  settlers  of  East  Florida  and  Spanish 
snbjects,  and  have  ever  since  continued  to  be,  and  are  now,  inhabitants  and  settlers  thereof  Wherefore 
they  pray  a  confirmation  of  this  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  and  its  appurtenances. 

JOSEPH  S.  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  memorial  of  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  dated  March  3,  1793,  and  a 
decree  ordering  the  survey  to  be  made  by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  March  4,  1793.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  memorial  requesting  that  the  above  survey  should  be  made  by 
Robert  McHardy,  in  consequence  of  the  certificate  of  the  former  having  been  misla'id,  dated  October  30, 
1818,  and  a  decree  granting  the  same,  dated  October  31,  1818.] 

[Here  follows  plat  and  survey  by  Robert  McHardy,  dated  April  26,  1819.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger  to  the  children  and  heirs  of  Don 
Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  dated  June  5,  1821".] 

DECREE. 

Jose  Simeon  Sanrhrz  and  other  heirs  of  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  deceased,  vs.   The  United  States.     Fur  one 

thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  title  of  claimant  is  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  confirm  the  same 
accordmgly.     September  14,  1825. 
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No.  113.— See  ItEi'dRT  No.  1. 

Josejjh  Simeon   Sanchez,  for  him.^el/  and  the  olhrr  hdr^  of  Franrr^:   X.  Sam-hiz,  (hvea.<c<l,  \s.    'Tin;  United 

Stales.     For  unr  lumdred  acres  a/'  land. 

ME.MOIU.\L. 

Territory  of  Fi.orid.\,  East  Florida: 

To  the  honorable  the  commi.<<siuners  aj)pointed  to  ascertain  claimf;  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  lueinorial  of  Jos(':  Simeon  Sanchez  respectfully  shuweth:  That  in  l.ieiialf  (jf  himself  ami  the  olhiT 
heirs  of  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  deceased,  he  claims  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  containinj;-  one 
Iniudred  acres,  situated  and  being  in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said  tract 
of  land  was  conceded  originally  to  tlir  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  August  4,  1801,  by  (iovcinnr  White, 
then  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  and  while  it  was  a  dependency  of  the  S[)anish  crown,  uihIi  r  and  in 
virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  of  October  20,  1190,  as  will  appear  by  a  cci  lilicd  inpy  of 
the  said  concession  herewith  filed,  marked  exhibit  A;  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was  surveyed,  by 
authority,  by  Andres  Burgevin,  as  appears  liy  the  certified  copy  of  the  original  plat  and  cc^rtilicate  of 
survey  herewith  filed,  marked  exhibit  13;  that  the  said  land  is  situated  at  a  place  called  in  the  Spanish 
language  "Monies  de  Puercos,"  in  Diego  plains;  that  it  has  the  f(jllowing  lines  and  dimensions,  that  is  to 
say:  the  first  line  begins  at  a  palmetto  tree  marked  with  -a  X,  and  runs  s(juth  75°  east,  50  chains,  to  a 
pine  marked  with  a  X  ;  the  second  line  rtms  north  15°  east,  20  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  X  ;  the  third  line 
runs  north  75°  west,  50  chains,  to  a  palmetto  marked  X;  and  the  fourth  line  runs  thence  to  the  place  of 
beginning,  as  will  distinctly  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  copy  of  the  said  plat  herewith  filed.  Your 
memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  dei)arted  this  life  some  time  aliout  the  year 
1808,  upon  which  the  said  land  devolved  upon  your  memorialist  and  those  for  whose  benefit  this  claim  is 
made;  that  the  heirs  of  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  obtained  a  title  in  absolute  property  to  the  said 
tract  of  land,  June  5,  1821,  from  Don  Jose  Coppiuger,  then  the  govi^rnor  of  East  Florida,  as  will  appear 
by  a  certified  copy  of  a  royal  title  of  that  date  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  C.  And 
your  memorialist  avers  that  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  was,  at  the  time  of  the  original  concession  as 
aforesaid  and  at  the  time  of  Iiis  death,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida  and  a  subject  of  the  King 
of  Spain;  that  your  memorialist  and  the  other  heirs  of  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  were,  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  the  said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez,  and  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  L'nited 
States,  Spanish  subjects  and  inhabitants  and  settlers  of  East  Florida,  and  have  ever  since  been  and  now 
are  settlers  of  the  same.  Wherefore  your  memorialist  prays  confirmation  of  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  the 
said  Francisco  X.  Sanchez  to  the  said  land  and  appurtenances. 

JOSEPH  SIMEON  SANCHEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  a  concession  by  Governor  AVhite,  dated  August  4,  1801.] 
[Here  follows  the  plat  and  translation  of  the  certificate  of  survey  by  Andres  Burgevin,  dated  March 
30,  1819.] 

[Hero  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppiuger,  dated  June  5,  1821.] 

DECREE. 

Hei)-s  of  Francis  X.  Sanchez  vs.  TIte  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  aliove  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  complied  with,  do  confirm 
the  same  accordingly.     September  14,  1825. 

No.  114. — See  IlEroET  No.  1. 
Daniel  Hidhert  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  Itundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  eommi.'^.-iioners  appointed  to  a.'^cerlain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Daniel  Hull.iert  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  Inindred  acres,  situated  four  miles  north  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  bounded 
north  by  lands  of  memorialist,  south  by  the  ford  called  Navaro  and  plantation  called  Chebre,  on  the 
east  by'vacant  lands,  and  on  the  west  by  vacant  pine  barren;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
a  grant  made  to  John  Tatton  bv  Governor  Quesada,  in  virtue  of  the  judicial  sale  made  December  15,  1792, 
who  si>ld  to  Jose  Antonio  Iguinez,  by  his  agent,  Michael  O'Keilley,  December  3,  1794,  and,  as  the  property 
of  said  Iguinez,  the  said  tract  was  sold  at  public  sale,  under  execution,  at  the  suit  of  John  Baptistc 
Collins,  issued  March  28,  1814,  when  the  said  tract  was  afterwards  sold,  June  8,  1818,  and  memo- 
rialist became  the  purchaser;  all  of  which  will  be  seen  by  documents  made  by  Governor  Coppiuger,  dated 
July  23,  1818,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  lierewith  jiresented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth 
that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  this  province  to 
the  United  States;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  LTnited  States  and  resident  of  East  Floriila.  He  prays  con- 
firmation  of  his  title,  &c.  ^^^^^^^  IIULBERT. 

[Here  follows  a  judicial  sale  made  to  John  Tatton  by  Governor  Quesada,  dated  December  15,  1792.] 
[Here  follows  a'  power  of  attorney  from  Jolm  Tatton  to  the  Rev.  Michael  O'Rcilley,  dated  Havana, 

Januarv  28,  1793.]  "  ,,-..• 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  the  Rev.  Micliael  O'Reilley  to  Thomas  Travers,  dated  ^t.  Augustine, 

August  18,  1794.]  "  .1       ,   -       >  • 

[Here   follows  a  conveyance   from  Thomas  Travers  to  Jose  de  Antonio  Iguinez,  dated  bt.  Augustine, 

December  3,  1794.] 
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[Here  follows  a  judicial  sale  made  of  the  aforesaid  two  hundred  of  acres  land  by  Governor  Coppinger 
to  Daniel  Hulbert,  dated  St.  Augustine,  July  23,  1818.] 

DECREE. 

Daniel  Hulhert  vs.  T)ie  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  to 
John  Tatton,  and  afterwards  sold  by  order  of  the  Spanish  tribunal  to  the  claimant,  they  therefore  confirm 
the  same.     September  U,  1825. 

No.  115. — Sec  Report  No.  1. 

Heirs  of  Jesse  Fish  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjoointed  to  a.'icertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Jesse  Fish  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a 
tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing  five  hundred  acres,  situated  at  the  head  of  Matanzas  river,  at  a  place 
known,  diu'ing  the  time  the  British  held  this  province,  by  the  name  of  Tod's  fields;  which  tract  of  land  was 
granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the  deceased  Don  Jesse  Pish,  April  1,  1191,  for  headrights,  as  will 
more  fully  appear  bj^  a  memorial  and  decree  exhibited,  and  marked  A.  And  your  memorialists  further 
show  that  the  said  tract  of  land  has  continued  in  the  possession  and  has  been  cultivated  by  the  deceased 
Jesse  Fish  and  liis  heirs  since  April  1,  1791,  to  the  jiresent  day.  Your  memorialists  further  show  that  they 
are  at  present  residents  of  tiie  Territory  of  I'lorida,  &c. 

G.  W.  PERPALL,  for  tlie  heirs  of  Jesse  Fish 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Quesada  to  Jesse  Fish,  dated  April  1, 

1791.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  I'oyal  title  for  the  same,  dated  April  24,  1819,  by  Governor  Coppinger 
to  the  heirs  of  Jesse  Fisli.] 


Heirs  of  Jesse  Fish  vs.  The  United  States.    For  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  do  confirm  the  same 
accordingly. 

TESTIMONY. 

Sarah  Fi.'ih  xs.  The  United  Stales.     For  five  hundred  acres  (f  land. 

G.  W.  Perpall,  being  sworn,  states  that  he  came  to  East  Florida  in  1803,  and  that  Mr.  Fish  was 
then  in  possession  of  said  tract  and  cultivated  it  ever  since  to  his  death,  and  that  his  heirs  have  also 
cultivated  it,  except  in  the  year  1812.  It  was  surveyed  by  Charles  W.  Clarke,  who  has  lands  to  the 
soutli  of  said  tract;  and  as  Mr.  Clark  took  into  his  tract  the  lands  which  Mr.  Fish  asked  for,  for  which 
reason  witness  believes  that  tlie  plat  was  laid  aside. 

Heirs  of  Jes.^e  Fish  vs.  The  United  States.     For  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

G.  W.  Perpall,  being  sworn,  states  that  Jesse  Fish  cultivated  the  said  tract  of  land  in  the  year  1803, 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  his  death,  when  his  heirs  have  done  so  up  to  the  present  period. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 
Before  the  board  in  session  September  14,  1825. 

No.  116. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Hei7-s  of  Andrew  Dewees  vs.  The   United  States.     For  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoraUe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Andrew  Dewees,  bj'  their  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  respectfully  showeth: 
That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting'  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety 
acres,  or  sixty-nine  caballerias,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  St.  John's  river,  and  on  the  cast  side  by  Pablo 
creek,  and  bounded  by  the  same  as  follows:  the  first  line  runs  south  on  the  edge  of  a  marsh  of  the  river 
St.  John,  to  a  stake  on  the  beach  marked  with  a  cross,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  chains;  the  second 
line  runs  west  from  the  said  stake  to  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross  at  the  edge  of  a  marsh  on  Pablo  creek, 
adjoining  the  land  of  John  McQueen,  one  hundred  and  thirtj'  chains;  and  the  third  line  runs  to  the  north 
of  Pablo  creek;  and  the  fourth  line  runs  to  the  marsh  on  St.  John's  river,  according  to  a  certificate  given 
by  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  dated  February  8,  1792 — reference  to  wliich  in  the  office  of  archives;  which  title 
your  memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  grant  made  to  Andrew  Dewees,  the  father  of  your  memorialists,  by 
Governor  .White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  as  by  reference  to  the  royal  title  herewith 
exhibited,  dated  May  4,  1804,  marked  D,  will  more  fully  appear.  And  your  memorialists  further  show 
that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  and  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  part 
of  them  residents  of  the  said  plantation,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

MARY  DEWEES, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  &c. 

[Here  follows  the  translalion  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  White,  dated  May  4,  1804.] 
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DECREK. 

Heirs  of  Andrew  Dewces  vs.   The   United  HtateA      For  tw"  llioumnd  liai  hu/tdrr<I  and  ninetij  mrex  of  land. 

The  board  havinji-  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spauisli  i;-raii(,  and  that  Ww  heirs  (if  .\n(h-<^\v 
Dewees  are  now,  and  have  been  jirovioiis  to  tlie  cession  of  tliis  i)rovincc,  in  the  actual  (jci  upancy  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  same,  do  conlirm  it  accordingly.     Sei)tendjer  2G,  1825. 

TE.STlMii\Y. 

Tlie  heirs  of  Andrew  Dewces  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  tJiousand  two  Itundred  and  ninety  aeres  of  land. 

Georg-e  Giblis,  being  sworn,  says  that  some  of  the  heirs  are  actually  in  [lossession  of  the  whole  or 
some  part  of  the  said  tract,  and  do  now  cultivate  the  same. 

GEORGE   GIi5BS. 
Before  the  board  in  session  Sciitember  2(5,  1825. 

Xo.  117. — See  Report  Xo.  1. 
Seymour  Piekelt  vs.   The  United  States.     Claim  fur  two  liundred  and  fifty  acres. 

MEMORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.-<i  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Seymour  Pickett  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting-  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Hodguin's  Plantation;  first  line 
runs  south  55°  east,  55  chains,  to  a  stake;  second  line  runs  north  35°  oast,  55  chains,  to  a  i)ine;  third 
line  runs  north  55°  west  55  chains;  the  fourth  line  runs  south  35°  west,  55  chains,  to  a  gum,  as  appears 
by  the  royal  title  hereunto  annexed,  dated  May  211,  1815;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant 
made  to  Reuben  Hogau  by  Governor  Kindelan,'in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of  1"90,  who  sold  the  same 
to  your  memorialist,  as  appears  by  the  instrument  herewith  presented,  annexed  to  the  royal  title.  And 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  has  been  since  the 
cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida.  St.  Augustine,  Xovember  28, 
1823. 

JOHX  B.  STROXG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  to  Reuben  Hogan  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated 
May  25,  1815.] 

[Here  follows  a  convej'ance  from  Reuben  Hogan  to  SejTBOur  Pickett,  in  i)resence  of  D.  S.  H.  Miller, 
acting  judge  of  St.  John's  district,  without  a  date.] 

DECREE. 

Seymour  Picfett  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  f  fly  acres  if  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  above  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  that  the  deraignment  to 
the  claimant  is  proved,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     September  26,  1825. 

Xo.   118. — See  Report  Xo.  1. 

Heirs  of  Constance  McFee  vs.   The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  of  land. 

lIEMoRI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Constance  McFee  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim 
title  to  a  tract  of  laud  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  on 
Julington  and  Cunningham  creeks,  and  beginning  with  an  oak  tree  marked  X,  and  concludes  with  a  pine 
tree  marked  X,  joining  the  plantation  of  Hannah  Moore;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant 
in  1191  made  to  their  ancestor,  Angus  Clark,  bj'  Governor  Quesada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790, 
who  inherited  the  same  December  12,  1804.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  ai'e,  and  have 
been,  by  their  agent,  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  they  are  natives  of  Georgia  and  residents 
of  the  West  Indies.     St.  Augustine,  December  1,  1823. 

GABRIEL  G.  PERPALL, 
Attorney  for  heirs  of  Constance  McFee. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  from  Governor  Quesada  to  Angus  Clark,  dated  December  10, 
1791.] 

[Here  f  Jlows  translation  of  a  judicial  decree  by  Governor  White,  with  the  assistance  of  his  assessor 
general,  declaring  the  validity  of  Angus  Clark's  testamentary  settlement  in  favor  of  his  only  daughter, 
Constance  McFee,  dated  December  12,  1804.] 

DECREE. 

Heirs  of  Constance  McFee  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  forty-sir  acres. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  the  inheritance  of 
claimants  established,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     September  30,  1825. 
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TESTIMONY. 

The  heirs  of  Constance  McFee  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  of  land. 

G.  VT.  Perpall,  being:  sworn  on  the  part  of  daimants,  states  that  he  has  heretofore  been  acting  as 
attorney  in  fact  for  Mrs.  Constance  McFee,  and  that  he  has  been  in  possession  of  tlie  above-named  tract 
of  land  for  more  than  twelve  years,  and  has  kept  possession  of  and  cultivated  said  tract  for  her  use  and 

benefit. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

Before  the  board  in  session  September  30,  1825. 

No.  119. — .See  Report  No.  1. 
Archibald  Clarke  and  Elihu  Atwater  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  two  hundred  acres. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioyiers  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.?f  Florida: 

That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the 
St.  John's  river,  at  or  near  a  place  called  Jolly's  old  field,  and  also  near  the  place  called  Cowford;  which 
title  vour  memorialists  derive  from  a  concession  made  to  William  Lee  by  Governor  Quesada,  in  virtue  of 
the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1T90,  who  sold  the  same  to  Samuel  Betts,  hj  deed  dated  September  5, 1803, 
who  subsequently,  on  the  20th  day  of  June,  1806,  convej'ed  the  said  land  to  James  Hall,  esq.,  of  St. 
John's  county,  who,  on  the  eleventh  of  September  instant,  conveyed  the  same  to  your  memorialists.  And 
your  memorialists  further  show  that  the  said  William  Lee,  the  original  grantee,  was  in  actual  possession 
of  said  land,  and  improved  the  same  for  years,  as  they  have  been  informed  and  believe;  that  they  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Georgia. 

ARCHIBALD  CLARKE,  for  sef  arid 
ELIHU  ATWATER. 

[Here  follows  a  translation  of  a  concession  made  to  James  William  Lee  by  Governor  Quesada,  dated 
November  11,  1794.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  James  W.  Lee  to  Samuel  Betts,  dated  September  5, 1803.] 
[Here  follows  a  convej-ance  from  Samuel  Betts  to  James  Hall,  dated  June  20,  1806.] 
[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  James  Hall  to  Archibald  Clarke  and  Elihu  Atwater,  dated  Septem- 
ber 11,  1823.] 

[Here  follows  the  deposition  of  Joseph  Summcrall,  taken  before  Samuel  Fairbanks,  justice  of  the 
peace.  May  11,  1824,  proving  occupation  and  cultivation  of  the  above  land  by  James  W.  Lee.] 

[Here  follows  tlie  deposition  of  Eleanor  Hall  to  the  same  effect  as  the  foregoing,  dated  May  12,  1824.] 

DECREE. 

Archibald  Clarke  and  Elihu  Atwater  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  ao'es  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  the  occupation  and 
cultivation  by  the  grantee,  with  the  deraignment  to  the  claimants,  being  duly  proved,  they  confirm  the 
same  accordingly.     September  30,  1825. 

No.  120. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Elihu  Woodruff  and  others  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  ffty  acres  of  land. 

MEM0RI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  subscribers  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fiftj'  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  place 
called  Rollestown,  about  six  miles  southward  of  the  post  of  Buena  Vista,  bounded  on  the  west  by  lands 
g-ranted  to  a  certain  Clarkworthy;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  title  made  to  John  Moore, 
a  free  colored  man,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  roj-al  order  of  October  29,  1790,  who  sold  the 
samS  to  your  memorialists.  They  would  state  that  the  title  to  Moore  bears  date  November  9,  1805,  as 
appears  by  a  certified  copy  thereof,  herewith  filed,  marked  A,  and  that  he  conveyed  the  same  to  your 
memorialists  by  his  certain  deed  dated  upon  the  third  day  of  May,  1823;  which  said  deed  is  herewith 
exhibited,  marked  B.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  the  said 
lands ;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  East  Florida.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted,  &c. 

ELIHU  WOODRUFF. 

SIDNEY  P.  HARRIS. 

JAMES  MAVER. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  roval  title  from  Governor  White  to  John  Moore,  dated  November 
9,  1805. 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  John  Moore  to  claimants,  dated  May  3,  1823.] 

DECREE. 

Elihu  Woodruff  and  others  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  and  the  deraignment  to  claimants 
being  regular,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     October  26,  1825. 
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\c>.  121. — Soo  I\Kr()KT  Nil,  1. 
Philip  and  3Iar\j  Dcwecs  vs.  'The   I'dHi'iI  StalrK.      Clnim  Jnr  ddc  humlrfil  arn:-;  o/'  /'///'/. 

MKMilKI.M.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissionn-t^  ojijxiiiitrd  to  ascirlaiii  daiiiift  am!  tillrr;  In  lam/.-:  in  F.nsl  Flnriila  : 

The  petition  of  Philip  Dcwces  and  Mary  Doweesi,  hi.s  wife,  rr.spi'ctt'iillv  slmwiili:  Thai  yonr  memo- 
rialists claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  Imndred  acres,  situated  on  (iiiana  livcr,  Imnnded 
by  St.  I)iej;-o  plain.s  to  the  west,  the  lands  late  the  property  of  Joini  M.  Sanchez,  t^j  the  nortli,  the  (inana 
marsh  to  the  east,  and  the  lands  of  the  late  Nicholas  Sanchez  to  the  sonth;  the  lirst  line  rnnnini;-  north  5^ 
west,  44  cliains,  to  a  stake;  the  second  line,  south  72°  west,  29  chains,  to  :i  laurel;  the  third  line,  south  :")" 
east,  to  a  laurel,  35  chains;  the  fourth  line  runniiii;- east  29  chains  to  iIh^  lirst  corner;  which  title  your 
memorialists  derive  from  a  royal  title  made  to  the  late  Francis  X.  Sanchez  liy  (iovernor  White,  in  virtue 
of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  from  whose  estate  Mary  Sancliez,  the  wife  of  Philip  Dewees, 
inherited  the  same  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Francis  X.  Sanchez,  deceased,  upon  a  division  of  the 
same,  as  per  royal  title  marked  A,  dated  February  •',  1811.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that 
the}'  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  they  arc  now  citizens  of  the  I'nited  States  and  residents 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

■    PHILIP  DKWEES. 
M.VKV  DKWKKS. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  royal  title  for  the  above  (jne  hundred  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  the 
children  and  heirs  of  Francisco  Xavier  Sanchez,  deceased,  made  by  Governor   White    Fchruary  (>,  1811.] 

DECREE. 

FhUij)  and  Mary  Deuws  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  handreil  neres  of  land. 

m 

The  board  having-  ascertained  that  the  above  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  tli.it  the  claimants  are 
heirs  to  the  grantee,  do  conlirni  it  accordingly.     October  7,  1825. 

No.  122. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Thoma.-^  2Ioy  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  Jifty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Moy  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  at  Row's  Blufl',  on  Bell's  river;  first  line,  north 
39°  east,  107  chains,  from  a  stake  to  a  pine;  second  line,  50°  west,  42  chains,  to  a  gum;  third,  north  39° 
east,  83  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth  line  formed  and  bounded  bj'  Bell's  river;  the  first  line  bounded  by  .lames 
Smith,  the  second  by  Josiah  Smith;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by 
Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790;  the  plat  and  certificate  of  which,  signed  by 
G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  are  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  been  a  long  time  a  resident  of  Florida.  Your  memorialist  will,  as 
in  duty  bound,  ever  praj-,  &c. 

G.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  THOMAS  MOY. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survev  and  plat,  dated  September  21,  1819,  by  George  J. 
F.  Clarke.] 

DECREE. 

Thomas  Moy  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated 
the  above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  to  claimant  said  tract  by  the  order  of  Governor 
Coppinger  made  in  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  to  claimant.     Noveinlier  4,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

Tliomas  Moy  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundird  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

Charles  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that,  at  the  time  the  survey  in  this  case 
bears  date,  the  claimant  was  actually  residing  on  the  land  embraced  by  the  survey;  had  been  tVn-  many 
years  before,  but  does  not  know  whetlier  he  resides  there  at  present  or  not. 

CHARLES  AV.  CLARKE. 

Before  me  September  21,  1825. 

'  D.  FLOYD. 

No.  123. — See  Report  No.  1. 
John  Wingate  ya.  The  United  Slates.     For  two  hundred  acres  cf  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  £«.</  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  Wingate  respectfully  slioweth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Lofton's  swamp,  Nassau  river;  the  first  line  south  65° 
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east,  40  cliains,  from  a  pine  to  a  pine;  second,  north  25°  east,  50  cliains,  to  a  pine;  third,  north  65°  west, 
40  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth,  south  25°  west,  50  cliains,  to  the  pine  tree  at  the  beginning — the  iirst  line 
bounded  by  Eleazer  Waterman,  and  the  fourth  by  tiie  same;  whicli  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
grant  made  to  him  bv  Governor  Coppingcr,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as by  the  accompany- 
ing plat  and  certificate  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in 
actual  posses.sion- of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  a  resident  of  East  Florida.     Your  memorialist 

will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

•^  GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 

For  JOHN  WINGATE. 

[Here  follows  the  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  October  4,  1818.] 

DECREE. 

John  Wingate  YB.  The  Vnited  States.     For  two  hundred  mi-es  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated 
the  above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  to  claimant  said  tract  by  order  of  Governor 
Coppinger  made  in  the  year  181 T,  do  confirm  the  same  to  claimant.     November  4,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

Jolin  Wingate  vs.  The   United  Stales.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Charles  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  at  the  time  this  survey  bears  date 
the  claimant  was  residing  on  the  land  embraced  bj-  this  survey;  that  is,  he  had  a  house  on  the  place,  and 
a  small  piece  of  ground  cleared,  that  is,  three  or  four  acres.     And  further  tliis  deponent  saith  not. 

CHARLES  W.  CLARKE. 

Before  me  September  21,  1825. 

D.  FLOYD. 

No.  124. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Thomas  Prcvatt  vs.  The  Vnited  States.     For  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  lajid. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorahle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Prevatt  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river;  first  line  south  30°  east, 
114  chains,  from  a  stake  to  a  pine;  second  line  south  60°  ivest,  60  chains,  to  a  pine;  third  line  north  30° 
west,  to  a  pine,  30  chains;  fourth  line  north  60°  east,  15  chains,  to  a  pine;  fifth  line  north  30°  west, 
84  chains,  to  a  pine;  sixth  line  north  60°  east,  45  chains,  to  a  stake,  at  the  beginning;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1190, 
as  appears  by  the  accomjianying  document  signed  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke.  And  your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and 
resident  of  East  Florida.     He  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  THOMAS  PREVATT. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  May  14, 
1818.] 

DECREE. 

Thomas  Prevatt  vs.  The  United  States.     For  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated 
the  above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  .surveyed  it  to  him  by  the  order  of  Governor  Coppinger 
made  in  the  j'ear  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  accordinglj'. 

TESTDIOXY. 

Thomas  Prevail  vs.  The  United  States.     For  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

E.  Stafibrd,  being  sworn,  saj's  he  is  acquainted  with  Thomas  Prevatt;  that  the  said  Prevatt  was 
living  where  he  now  resides  ever  since  about  the  year  1810,  on  St.  Mary's  river. 

E.  STAFFORD. 

No.  125.— See  Report  No.  1. 

Frederick  Hartley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  arrcs  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the^  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  arid  titles  to  lay^ds  in  East  Florida  : 

Tlie  petition  of  Frederick  Hartley  respectfullv  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
ot  land  consisting  of  six  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Old  Field  branch,  Julington  creek,  St.  John's  river; 
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first  line,  north  34°  west,  80  chains,  from  a  pino  tn  u  jiino;  second,  north  40°  oast,  75  cliains,  to  a  pine; 
third,  soutli  34°  east,  80  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth,  .sontli  40°  west,  15  chains,  to  a  jmuc  at  tlie  ljej;-inning — 
the  first  line  bounded  by  George  Harth-y;  whicii  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him 
by  Governor  Ooppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  by  the  plat  and  i-c-itilicate  of  (ieorge  J.  F. 
Clarke  presented  herewith.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  pdsscssion  of  said 
lands;  that  he  has  long  been  a  resident  of  East  Florida.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever 

pray,  &c. 

'  GEORGE  J.   K.  CLARKE, 

For  F.  ii.\i;'ri,i:v. 

[Here  folkiws  the  translatidu  nf  certilicate  of  survey  and  plat  by  (jcdj-ge  J.  F,  Chuke,  dated  Julv  S, 
1819.] 

DECREE. 

Fivik'nck-  HarUcij  vs.  Tin'  I'liilirl  Sfnies.     For  .s(>  liundrcd  acrea  uf  hind. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  tlie  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  oi'cu|iicd  ami  cultivated 
the  above  tract,  and  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  it  to  claimant  by  order  of  (Jovernor  Coppingc'r  made 
in  the  year  1817,  do  contirm  the  same  to  claimant.     Novendjer  4,  1825. 

Frederick  Harth-y  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  six  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Charles  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that,  at  the  time  the  survey  in  tliis  case 
bears  date,  Frederick  Hartley,  the  claimant,  lived  on  the  land  embraced  by  tlie  survey,  and  had  done  so 
several  years  before,  and  still  ctmtinucs  to  reside  there,  or  did  so  last  vear. 

CHARLES  W.  CLARKE. 

Before  me  September  21,  1825. 

D.  FLOYD. 

No.   126. — See  IlEroRT  No.  1. 

Peter  Sevilly  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  six  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI-\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commi.isioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Peter  Sevilly  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  lifty  acres,  situated  on  Long  bay,  about  seven  miles  to  the  nc^rthwest 
of  St.  Augustine;  first  line,  north  30°  west,  32  cliains,  from  a  pine  to  a  pine;  second,  north  75°  west,  32 
chains,  to"a  pine;  third,  south  15°  west,  25  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth,  south  75°  east,  25  chains,  to  a  pine; 
fifth,  south  30°  east,  18  chains,  to  a  pine;  sixth,  nortli  80°  east,  25  chains,  to  a  pino  at  the  beginning; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  order' of  1790,  as  per  the  copy  and  certificate  of  survey  by  G.  J.  F.  Clarke,  herewith  presented. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  native  of 
East  Florida  and  resident  of  the  same.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  dutv  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  PETER  SEVILLY. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  July  8, 
1819.] 

DECREE. 

Peter  Sevilly  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the 
above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  to  claimant  said  tract  by  order  of  Governor  Coppinger 
made  in  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  to  claimant.     November  4,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

Peter  Sevilly  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

Charles  ^V.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that,  at  the  time  this  survey  bears  date, 

and  for  two  years  or  more  before,  the  claimant  had  a  cultivated  improvement  on  the  land  embraced  by  the 

survey,  and  still  has  to  this  time. 

CHARLES  W.  CLARKE. 

Before  me  September  21,  1825. 

'  ■  D.  FLOYD. 

No.  127. — See  Report  No.  1. 

George  Henning  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

memoriae. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.'^t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  Henning  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  two  Hundred  acres,  situated  on  Bell's  river  near  Row's  blulf;  the  first  line  of  survey 
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beginnino-  at  a  stake,  south  39°  west,  40  chains,  to  a  pine;  second,  south  50°  east,  to  a  pine,  50  chains; 
third,  nonli  39°  east,  40  chains,  to  a  live-oak;  fourth,  formed  and  bounded  by  Bell's  river;  which  title 
your'meniurialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
1790,  as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying  certificate  of  said  grant,  dated  October  2,  1805.  The  certifi- 
cate and  plat  of  survey  will  be  tiled  when  required.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in 
actual  possession  of  the  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  an  inhabitant  and  resident  of  East  Florida. 
Your  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  pray,  &c.  ^„^     ^    „    ^,.  .„^ 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  GEORGE  HENNING. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certified  copy  of  a  decree  made  by  Governor  White,  dated  October  2, 
1805.] 

DECREE. 

George  Henning  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  the  cultivation  and 
occupation  thereof  being  proved,  the  board  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     November  4,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

George  Henning  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  hundred  acivs  of  land. 

Charles  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  has  known  this  place  to  be  occupied 
by  claimant  for  twenty  years  or  upwards,  and  was  still  occupied  in  the  year  1823  to  the  knowledge  of 
this  deponent. 

CHARLES  W.  CLARKE. 


Before  me  September  21,  1825. 


D.  FLOYD. 

No.  128.— See  Report  No.  1. 


George  Hartley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioiKrs  aiypoinled  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  Hartley  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  four  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Old  Field  branch,  Julington  creek,  St.  John's  river; 
first  Hue,  nortli  34°  west,  80  chains,  from  a  pine  to  a  pine;  second,  south  15°  west,  50  chains,  to  a  cypress; 
third,  south  34°  east,  80  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth,  north  ^5°  east,  50  chains,  to  the  pine  at  the  beginning; 
bounded  on  the  first  line  by  Frederick  Hartley,  and  on  the  fourth  by  Joseph  Summerall;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of 
1790,  as  per  the  accompanying  plat  and  certificate  by  George  J.  P.  Clarke.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  a  resident  of  this  province. 
Y<iur  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  GEORGE  HARTLEY. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  July 
4,  1819.] 

DECREE. 

George  Hartley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the 
above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  it  to  him  by  the  order  of  Governor  Coppinger  made 
in  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  accoixlingly.     November  4,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

George  Hartley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Charles  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that,  at  the  time  the  survey  bears  date  in 
this  case,  the  claimant,  George  Hartley,  was  residing  on  the  land  contained  in  said  survey,  and,  from 
appearances,  had  raised  a  crop  there  the  year  before.     He  still  resides  there,  or  did  last  year." 

CHARLES  W.  CLARKE. 
Before  me  September  21,  1825. 

D.  FLOYD. 
No.  129. — See  Report  No.  1. 

Martha  Dell  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  htmdred  and  fifty  ao-es  of  land. 

JIEM0RI.\L. 

To  the  honorMe  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Martha  Dell  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river;  the  first  line  of  which  runs 
south  32°  west,  50  chains,  from  a  poplar  to  a  pine;  second  line  formed  and  bounded  by  St.  Mai-y's  river; 
fourth  line  formed  and  bounded  by  the  swamp  of  Brushy  creek;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from 
»  grant  made  to  her  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  according  to  the  plat 
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and  certificate  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  presented  with  this  petition.  And  your  nuMiKJrialist  further  slioweth 
that  she  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  she  has  long  been  a  resident  <if  East  Florida,  Your 
memorialist  will  ever,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 

C.  .1.   K.  CLARKK, 
For  MAirrilA  DELL. 
[Here  follows  a  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  May 
26,  1818.] 

DECREE. 

Martha  Dell  vs.  !77it'  United  States.     Pur  four  hundred  and  Jijtij  wres  if  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  tiic  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occui)icd  and  cultivated 
the  above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  survej'ed  to  claimant  said  tract  by  order  of  Governor 
Coppinger  made  in  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  to  claimant.     November  4,  18'2.d. 

TESTIMONY. 

Martha  Dell  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  and  fifty  aeres  of  land. 

Ellis  Staflbrd,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  is  acquainted  with  Martha  Del!;  that  she  settled  on  St. 
Mary's  river  in  the  year  1814  or  181."),  and  resided  there  until  the  year  1817  or  1818,  when  the  place  was 
taken  possession  of  by  Maxey  Dell,  and  lu-ld  under  her  until  now. 

E.  STAFFORD. 
No.  130. — See  Report  No.  1. 

IVilliam  McCulley  vs.  The  United  S'ates.     For  three  hundred  aeres  if  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  EaM  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  McCulley  rcpectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  St.  Mary's  river,  high  up;  the  first  line,  south  74° 
east,  50  chains,  from  a  pine  to  a  pine;  second  line,  south  16°  west,  60  chains,  to  a  pine;  third  line,  north 
74°  west,  50  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth  line,  north  16°  east,  60  chains,  to  the  pine  at  the  beginning;  which 
title  3'our  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  1790,  as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying  documents,  signed  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  a 
resident  of  East  Florida.     Your  memorialist  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  every  prav,  &c. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  WILLIAM    McCULLEY. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  Septem- 
ber 8,  1818.] 

DECREE. 

William  McCulley  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the 
above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  it  to  him  by  the  order  of  Governor  Coppinger  made 
iu  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     November  4,  1825. 

testimony. 

William  McCulley  YS.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

E.  Statlbrd,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  knows  William  McCulley;  says  he  settled  on  St.  Mary's  river, 
high  up  the  river,  in  the  year  1807,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  the  insurrection,  when  he  was 
broke  up;  afterwards  he  went  back  and  stayed  one  year,  and  made  a  crop  in  1813;  since  that  time  a 
person  has  held  possession  and  cultivated  under  him  up  to  the  present  time. 

ELLIS   STAFFORD. 

No  131.— See  Report  No.  1. 
Edward  Dixon  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Edward  Dixon  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres  situated  "on  Pigeon  creek,  St.  Mary's  river;  first  line,  south  71°  east, 
35  chains,  from  a  stake  to  a  pine;  second,  south  19°  west,  29  chains,  to  a  pine;  third,  north  71°  west, 
35  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth  line,  formed  and  bounded  by  Pigeon  creek;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  per  accompany- 
ing plat  and  certificate  by  George  J.  F.Clarke.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in 
actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  a  resident  of  East  Florida.     Your  memorialist  will, 

as  in  duty  bound,  praj^  &c. 

•^  '     -^  GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 

For  EDWARD  DIXON. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  a  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  May 
14,  1818.] 
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DECREE. 

Edward  Dixon  vs.  The  UnUed  Slater;.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  liaving  ascertained  by  tlie  evidence  adduced  tliat  tlie  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the 
above  tract,  and  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  it  to  him  by  order  of  Governor  Coppmger  made  in  the 
year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly. 

TESTIMONY. 

Edward  Dixon  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  one  hundred  acres  of  land. 

E.  Staflbrd,  being  sworn,  says  that  he  is  acquainted  with  Edward  Dixon;  that  the  said  Dixon 
settled  on  Pigeon  creek,  St.  Mary's  river,  about  the  year  1814,  and  has  resided  there  ever  since  the  .last 
year;  since  which  time  he  has  a  man  residing  there.  „^^„^ 

•^       '  ELLIS  STAFFORD. 

No.  132.— See  Report  No.  1. 
William  and  John  Lofton  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissionet's  apjmnted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  and  John  Lofton  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to 
a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  north  of  Julington  creek,  St.  John's  river; 
first  line,  north  25°  west,  63  chains,  from  a  cypress  to  a  pine;  second,  south  65°  west,  50  chains,  to  a 
pine;  third,  south  45°  degrees  east,  84  chains,  to  a  cypress;  fourth  line  formed  and  bounded  by  Juling- 
ton creek;  which  title  your  memorialists  derived  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in 
virtue  of 'the  royal  order  of  1190,  as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying  document,  signed  by  George  J.  F. 
Clarke.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  have  long  been  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lands;  that  they  are  natives  of  this  province,  and  residents  of  the  same.  Your  memorialists  will,  as  in 
duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE,  for  the  Petitioners. 

[Here  follows  the  tran.slation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  plat  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated  July  6, 
1819.J 

DECREE. 

William  and  John  Lofton  \s.  The  United  Slates.     For  three  hundred  ac7-es  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  b_y  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the 
above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  to-  claimant  said  tract  by  order  of  Governor  Cop- 
pinger made  in  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  to  claimant.     November  4,  1825. 

No.  133.— See  Report  No.  1. 

Joseph  Prevatt  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorahle  the  commissioners  ajy[)ointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Prevatt  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  four  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Turner's  swamp,  St.  Mary's  river;  first  line,  north  27° 
west,  47  chains,  from  a  pine  to  a  pine;  second  line,  north  63°  east,  75  chains,  to  a  pine;  third,  south  27° 
east,  54  chains,  to  a  stake;  fourth,  south  63°  west,  65  chains,  to  a  stake;  fifth,  north  30°  west,  10  chains,  to 
a  stake;  sixth,  south  60°  west,  29  chains,  to  the  pine  at  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  will  appear  by 
the  annexed  documents  signed  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is, 
and  for  many  years  has  been,  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has  long  been  a  resident  of  East 
Flcjrida.     Your  petitioner  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  JOSEPH  PREVATT. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  certificate  of  convevance  and  plat  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  dated 
October  10,  1818.] 

DECREE. 

Joseph  Prevatt  Ys.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the 
above  tract,  and  that  the  survej'or  general  surveyed  it  to  him  by  the  order  of  Governor  Coppinger  made 
in  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     November  4,  1825. 

testimony. 

Joseph  Prevatt  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

E.  Stafford,  being  sworn,  says  he  is  acquainted  with  Joseph  Prevatt;  that  said  Prevatt  settled  where 
he  now  resides  aliout  nine  years  ago,  and  has  continued  to  reside  there  ever  since.  His  place  is  on  St. 
Mary's  river. 

E.  STAFFORD. 
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No.  134.— Sfo  Reim.rt  No.  1. 
James  riummer  vs.  The  I'/iiled  Sa/es.     For  lliree  huitdred  atre^  nUand. 


MEMdRI.lL. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  James  Plumnier  respectruily  showetii:  That  your  memorialist  chiims  title  to  a  tract 
of  laud  con-sistiiig- of  throe  huiulred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  north  of  Julingtoii  creek,  St.  John's  livrr- 
first  line,  north  15°  west,  40  cliains,  from  a  live-oak  to  a  pine;  second,  nortli  75°  cast,  "7'cjiains,  to  a  pine- 
third,  south  15°  cast,  40  chains,  to  a  gum;  fourth  line  formed  and  bounded  by  Juiington  creek';  hounded 
on  the  second  and  third  sides  by  Robert  Pritcliard;  which  title  your  menu irialist  derives  from  a  grant 
made  to  him  by  Governor  C\)ppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  as  per  document  of  survey  l)y 
George  J.  F.  Clarke  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
possession  of  said  lands;  that  ho  has  long  been  a  resident  of  East  Florida.  Your  iietitioner  will,  as  in 
duty  bound,  ever  pray,  etc. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  JAMES  PLUMMER. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey  and  iilat  by  (ieorgo  J  F  Clarke  dated  Julv 
18,  1819.]  ♦  '  ^  •  y 

IiKrp.EE. 

James  Plummer  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  by  the  evidence  adtluced  that  the  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated 
the  above  tract,  and  that  the  surveyor  general  surveyed  to  clainuint  said  tract  by  order  of  Governor 
Coppinger  made  in  the  year  1817,  do  confirm  the  same  to  claimant.     November  4,^1825. 

TESTIlIoXy. 

James  Plummer  vs.  The  United  States.     For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Charles  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  and  for 
two  years  before,  the  claimant  in  this  case  was  residing  on  the  land  embraced  by  his  survey,  but  whether 
he  still  resides  there  this  deponent  cannot  say. 

CHARLES  W.  (CLARKE. 
Before  me  September  21,  1825. 

D.  FLOYD. 

[Nos.  135  to  173,  inclusive,  were  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  In-  the  commissioners.] 

No.  1. — See  Report  No. 2. 

Charles  SetoHYS.  The  United  Slates.     For  one  tJiousand  four  hundred  acres. 

To  Messrs.  Alex.  Hamilton,    W.  W.  Blair,  and  D.  Floyd,  commissioners  now  sitting  in  St.  Augustine,  Fast 

Florida  : 

Memorial  of  Charles  Seton,  merchant  and  planter,  residing  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  stating  his  right  to 
the  following  land,  granted  by  authority  of  liis  Catholic  Majesty  Ferdinand  YII. 

GR-VXT  xo.  1. 

A  grant  for  1,400  acres  of  land  on  the  river  Nassau,  as  per  plat  annexed;  the  first  line  commencing 
at  the  river  Nassau,  below  the  juncture  with  Thomas'  creek,  running  due  south,  100  chains,  to  a  pine  tree; 
second  line  running  due  west,  118  chains,  to  a  pine  tree;  third  lino,  due  north,  95  chains,  to  a  pine  tree, 
and  through  the  marsh  to  Thomas'  creek,  down  Thomas'  creek  to  the  river  Nassau,  up  the  river  Nassau 
until  it  joins  plat  No.  2;  vacant  land  on  the  south  and  west  line  granted  l>y  Governor  Kindelan  March  1, 
1815,  being  a  full  tract  for  my  headright,  which  has  been  settled,  and  buildings  are  now  on  it;  1,251  acres 
in  one  plot,  and  149  acres  in  the  plot  of  620.     Terms  complied  with  in  full.     Fernandina,  October  15,  1823. 

CHARLES  SETON. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Charles  Seton,  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  Fernandina,  in  the  island  of  Amelia,  with  due  respect, 
states  to  your  excellency  that  he  is  one  of  tiie  first  who  established  themselves  on  that  island,  from  the 
prosecution  of  whose  commerce  and  usefulness  much  advantage  has  accrued  to  the  royal  treasury;  he  has 
complied  with  all  the  obligations  of  a  good  citizen  subject,  and  is  grateful  for  the  benefits  which  this 
government  bestows  through  the  hands  of  your  excellency  on  those  individuals  who  have  the  honor  and 
satisfaction  of  being  subject  to  it.  Through  all  which,  and  having  a  fanjily,  and  having  some  slaves, 
subsistence  for  whom  is  at  present  precarious  from  the  change  of  circumstances  in  the  commerce  of  said 
island,  and  for  the  purpose  of  employing  them  in  agriculture,  thereby  to  insure  their  subsistence  and  that 
of  his  family:  Wherefore  he  prays  your  excellency  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  proofs  which  he  has 
oiiered  of  his  good  faith  and  true  allegiance,  and  also  his  said  family,  consisting,  with  your  memorialist, 
of  five  white  persons  and  twenty  slaves,  property  in  which  he  will  ]irove,  if  required,  your  excellency 
will  have  the  goodness  to  grant  1,400  acres  of  lanil  in  full  property,  or  by  concession,  under  the  circum- 
stances with  which  this  government  has  formerly  made  such,   appointing  said  concession  to  be  made  on 
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the  river  Nassau,  in  the  vacant  places  which  he  shall  point  out,  and  give  an  account  of  for  its  confirma- 
tion.    Which  favor  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency.  ,  „,  ^  -,  „t,„^.. 

CHARLES  SETON. 

Sefior  Governor. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  March  1,  1815. 

Taking  into  consideration  what  Don  Carlos  Seton  sets  forth  in  this  memorial,  let  there  be  granted  to 
him  the  1,400  acres  of  land  which  ho  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  and  in  a  vacant  place,  with 
the  understanding  that  as  scion  as  he  expressly  puints  out  those  which  suit  him,  and  presents  the  survey 
and  plat,  with  the  proof  of  his  having  improved  them  in  a  suitable  manner,  there  shall  be  delivered  to  him 
a  title  in  absolute  property  witliinit  occasion  for  passing  more  time.  This  decree  serving  in  the  meantime 
to  prove  the  grant  which  is  made  liim  of  said  lands,  which,  authenticated  in  a  copy  with  the  preceding 
memorial  shalFlje  crauted  him  by  the  present  notary,  in  whose  office  the  proceedings  will  be  deposited. 
'  *'  KINDELAN. 

Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notary  of  Government  pro  tern. 


I 


certify  the  fore"-oinn-  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 
•^  °  F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 


[Translation^ 


Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor,  appointed 
by  the  government  of  the  said  place  and  province:  I  certify  that,  by  concession  of  the  government  in 
favor  of  Carlos  Seton,  I  have  survej^ed  and  laid  ofl'  twelve  hundred  and  fifty-one  acres  of  land  on  the  river 
Nassau,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Houston's  swamp,  which  in  locality,  class,  and  survey,  agrees 
with  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  kept  in  the  book  of  surveys  in  my  charge.  Fernandina,  May  16, 
1816. 

G.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed  by  the  government  of  said  place  and  province:  I  certify  that  this  government  having  granted 
to  Don  Carlos  Seton  a  portion  of  lands  on  the  river  Nassau,  I  have  measured  and  laid  ofl',  in  a  part,  five 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  the  said  river,  and  at  a  place  named  Roundabout,  which  is  equal  in  its 
situation  and  survey  to  the  following  plat,  and  agreeable  to  its  copy  preserved  in  the  book  of  surveys 
in  my  charge.     Amelia  Island,  May  16,  1816. 

G.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    BY    THE    BOARD. 

The  hoard  having  ascertained  that  this  was  a  valid  grant  under  the  late  Spanish  government,  they 
therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     April  12. 

No.  2. — See  Report  No.  2. 

James  A.  Hutchinson's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  James  A.  Hutchinson,  for  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  James  Hutchinson,  late  a 
Spanish  subject,  residing  in  East  Florida,  deceased,  respectfully  showeth:  That  j'our  memorialist,  for 
himself  and  the  said  heirs,  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  situated  on  an 
island  in  the  lagoon,  which  runs  south  from  the  mouth  of  Indian  river  to  Jupiter  inlet;  which  title  your 
memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  or  concession  made  to  the  said  James  Hutchinson,  deceased,  by  Henry 
White,  governor  of  the  province  of  East  Florida,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790,  as  well 
as  in  consideration  that  the  said  James  Hutchinson  had  abandoned  two  thousand  acres  of  land  that  had 
been  previously  granted  to  him  on  the  first  hammock  south  of  Indian  river,  all  of  which  will  appear 
in  the  accompanying  document  marked  A,  bearing  date  April  17,  1807.  Your  memorialist  further  shows 
that  the  said  James  Hutchinson  took  actual  possession  of  the  said  island  and  made  improvements  thereon; 
and  that  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  in  August,  1808,  before  he  could  have  the  lands  surveyed, 
his  family,  twelve  in  number,  (see  documents  marked  C  and  B,)  resided  on  the  tract  of  two  thousand  acres. 
In  consequ(>nce  of  the  death  of  the  said  James  Hutchinson,  and  the  helpless  condition  of  his  family,  they 
were  com])clic(l  to  leave  the  island  and  return  to  their  friends  in  the  United  States.  This  they  did  with 
the  approbation  of  Governor  White.  The  situation  of  the  lands  claimed  being  so  remote  from  the  inhabited 
part  of  the  province,  and  surrounded  by  Indians,  your  memorialists  have  not  been  able  to  reoccupy  the 
said  lands.  They  therefore  pray  that  their  title  to  the  said  two  thousand  acres,  as  granted  to  the  said 
James  Ilutc'.  inson,  may  be  confirmed;  and,  as  in  duty  liound,  they  will  ever  pray. 

GEORGE  MURRAY,  Attorney  for  Petitioners. . 
The  petitiducrs  are  residing  now  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
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[Translation.] 

St.  ArorsTiNK,  FaiA  Florida,  April  V.',,  1S07. 
To  the  governor: 

Don  J;unes  Ilutcliiiisoii,  tlio  (mly  iiiliuliitant  in  the  vicinity  nt'  tlic  river  Y.s,  (  Imliiin  rivi-r.)  n'siicctt'ullv 
sliowotli:  Tluit  yonr  excellency  was  ]ileased  tc>f;'riint  liini  two  tlidU.saml  acres  of  land  in  the  lirst  lianiinoek  to 
the  sonth  ot  said  river;  Imt  tindinp:  that  said  hainniock,  on  the  main,  was  very  nint-h  exposed  to  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Indians,  and  with  little  liopc>s  of  liein,^:  iiroteefcd  by  (ither  immediate  sett  lenient. s,  he  has  thcrelnre 
establisheil  himself  on  an  island  extendinj;-  from  said  river  to  the  entrance  of  Jove,  and  is  formed  liv  the 
creek  named  Santa  Lucia  on  the  west  and  the  ocean  on  the  cast,  consisting;  of  a  narrow  strip  of  "land, 
the  greatest  part  sand  hills,  with  only  a  piece  of  liammock,  where  your  memorialist  lias  estalilished  him- 
self, and  contains  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  there  being  no  other  spot  that  admits  of  cvdtivation, 
as  the  rest  consists  of  said  sand  hills,  mangroves,  and  palmettos,  and  some  spots  of  low  land  which 
ex]ierience  has  taught  your  memorialist  are  suitable  for  raising  swine,  to  which  he  intends  particidarlv  to 
dedicate  himself.  Agreeable,  therefore,  to  the  reasons  above  stated,  he  begs  your  excellencv  will"  be 
pleased  to  grant  him  the  said  island  in  place  of  the  former  grant  of  the  two  thousand  acres  of  hmd,  where 
be  considers  himself  rather  more  protected  from  the  Indians,  wiio  commit  acts  of  dejiredation  and  viulencc 
when  they  find  a  single  family,  and  lie  can,  without  being  molested,  attend  to  the  raisin;;-  of  cattle. 

J.  iil'tciiixson. 

St.  AuGi-.sTixE,  April  U,  1807. 
Admit  from  the  memorialist  the  return  he  makes  of  tlie  two  thousand  acre.s  of  land  granted   him  on 
the  river  Ys,  and,  in  jilacc  thereof,  he  is  permitted  to  reside  on  the  island  where  he  has  established  himself, 
for  the  reasons  he  sets  forth,  until  the  land  be  measured  according  to  the  number  of  his  family  and  work- 
ing hands  he  may  have. 

WHITE. 
A  certificate  was  given. 

PIEKRA. 

XoTR. — The  certificate  of  the  two  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  him  on  the  river  Ys,  he  said,  was 
lost  with  the  rest  of  his  papers  in  the  gale  which  took  place  in  September  of  tlie  preceding  year. 

"PIERRA. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  ami  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

C. 

STATEMENT. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1808  I  saw  my  brother  (now  deceased)  James  Hutchinson,  who  was  then 
settled  on  an  island  at  the  mouth  <.if  Indian  river,  in  East  Florida,  then  and  since  called  "Hutchinson's 
island."  I  then  understood  from  him  that,  in  consequence  of  his  relinquishing  a  settlement  he  had  made 
previously,  he  was  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  island  where  he  then  was  located;  that  the  number  <if  his 
family,  and  others  witli  him,  would  entitle  him  thereto,  and  that  Governor  ^Yllite  had  been  pleased  so  to 
decree.  lie  had  lived  in  Florida  a  number  of  j-ears,  but  how  long'  I  do  not  now  recollect.  In  the  month 
of  September,  180S,  and  not  many  weeks  after  I  had  the  above-mentioned  interview,  I  received  an  accnunt 
of  his  death,  which  liappened  about  the  last  of  August  preceding.  I  immediately  wrote  on  and  made 
arrangements  to  bring  his  wife  and  young  children  to  this  State,  first  making  application  to  fJovernor 
Wliite  to  obtain  leave  for  tliera  to  ri.s-iV  the  United  States  during  pleanure.  This  I  had  always  believed, 
and  do  still  believe,  was  g'ranted  by  Governor  ^Vhite  to  answer  the  purpose  intended  by  him,  as  well  as 
the  friends  of  the  widow  and  herfamil_y,  that  auch  absence  ^hoidd  not  operate  as  an  abandonment  of  their  lands; 
and,  under  this  express  understanding,  the  family  came  to  Georgia,  leaving,  however,  a  young  man,  wlio 
had  for  some  time  composed  one  of  the  household,  in  charge  of  the  settlement,  to  look  after  it  fiir  them  or 
in  their  behalf  The  widow  and  children  arrived  in  Savannah  some  time  in  the  month  of  November,  1808. 
Some  time  after  this,  (the  particular  time  I  do  not  recollect,)  the  eldest  son  of  my  deceased  brother  was,  by 
his  mother  and  myself,  fitted  out  to  go  and  look  after  and  take  charge  of  the  said  island  property.  I  heard 
of  him  in  Florida,  but  liavonot  heard  from  him  for  several  years,  and  he  is  now  believed  to  be  dead.  In  all 
this  lapse  of  time  it  never  was,  as  I  believe,  the  intention  of  the  widow  or  her  children  to  give  up  or 
abandon  their  just  and  equitable  claim  to  the  property,  for  the  attainment  and  safe-keeiiing  of  which  my 
brother  lost  his  life,  leaving  a  large  and  helpless  family. 

JOSEPH  II UTCH I NSO N. 

State  of  Georgia,  )   ,t  ,        n  j-7-  ■    /^jt: 
City  of  Augusta,  }  ^^"''""^  P"^'^''''  ^-f^"'- 

I,  John  G.  Cowling,  notary  public  for  the  city  of  Augusta  aforesaid,  duly  admitted,  lawfully  appointed 
and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  date  of  the  day  hereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  before 
me  Colonel  Joseph  Hutchinson,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
above  statement,  within  liis  own  knowledge,  are  true,  and  such  as  relate  to  the  knowledge  of  others  he 
believes  to  be  true;  and  he  further  swears  that  he  is  no  ways  interested  in  the  above-mentioned  claim, 
nor  will  be  gainer  or  loser  by  the  issue  or  event. 

Given  under  mv-  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Augusta  aforesaid.  April  24,  1823. 

JOHN  G.  CO^VLING,  N.  P.     [i,.  s.] 

VOL.  IV 83  c 
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B. 

ADDITIOX.VL   STATEMEXT. 

Colonel  Joseph  Hutchinson,  of  the  city  of  Augusta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  further  states,  on  oath, 
and  in  addition  to  the  statement  made  by  liim  of  this  date,  viz:  Tliat  the  number  of  his  late  brother's 
family,  when  he  brought  them  from  Florida,  as  mentioned  in  his  utiier  statement,  were  twelve,  consisting 
of  the' widow  and  seven  children,  and  four  negroes;  besides  which,  the  deponent  understood,  and  so 
believes,  that  one  child  died  on  the  island,  and  that  a  number  of  negroes  had  been  stolen  or  carried  off 
by  pirates  or  wreckers.  The  deponent  further  states  that  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  cause  the 
said  family  to  be  brought  away  were,  that  the  husband  and  father  being  dead,  they  had  no  protector,  and 
were  exposed  to  the  maraudings  of  wreckers  and  Indians,  and  that  it  was  always  the  intention  of  the 
family  to  return  when  they  could  do  so  with  safety.  The  deponent  further  saith  that  he  was  possessed 
of  a  large  parcel  of  paper  and  written  documents  belonging  to  said  family,  which  they  brought  with  them 
from  Florida,  among  wiiieh  he  thinks  it  very  probable  there  were  some  which  w-ould  have  been  material 
in  the  linal  adjustment  of  their  claim  to  said  land,  but  that  the  whole  of  them  were  consumed  by  the  fire 
whicii  destrov'ed  tliis  deponent's  property  in  Augusta  in  the  year  1817. 

JOSEPH  HUTCHINSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  April  24,  1823. 

JOHN  G.  COWLING,  Notary  Puhlic. 

B. 

[Translation.] 

St.  Augustine,  August  22,  1803. 

Senor  Govern'or:  Don  James  Hutchinson,  a  new  settler  admitted  under  the  protection  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  with  due  respect,  presents  himself  to  j'our  excellency,  and  states  that  it  is  his  intention  to 
establish  himself  in  this  province,  applying  himself  to  agriculture,  with  his  slaves,  twenty  in  number,  and 
his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  seven  children;  and  he  also  intends  to  procure  more  slaves  with  the 
value  of  the  lauds  he  possesses  in  Georgia;  and  in  order  to  carry  his  intentions  into  eflect,  he  prays  your 
excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him  two  thousand  acres  of  planting  land  in  the  territory  of  Indian  river, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  bar,  on  the  bank  of  the  said  bar  to  the  south,  said  lands  beginning  at  the  first 
hammock  on  said  bank;  which  land  he  promises  to  cultivate  within  the  term  which  the  government  grants 
to  the  other  inhabitants,  and  possibly  in  less. 

J.  HUTCHINSON. 

St.  Augustine,  August  23,  1803. 

Let  there  be  granted  to  this  party  the  land  which  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  and 
until,  according  to  the  number  of  workers  he  may  have  for  its  cultivation,  the  corresponding  quantity 
shall  be  assigned  him,  it  being  well  understood  that  he  shall  take  possession  of  said  land  within  the  term 
of  six  months,  counted  from  llio  date. 

WHITE. 
A  certificate  issued. 

PIEERA. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  Mosquito : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Horatio  S.  Dexter,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  Andreas 
Roach,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  about  the  year  180T  he  was  emploj'ed  by  James 
Hutchinson  to  assist  in  forming  a  settlement  on  Hillsborough  island,  near  Jupiter  inlet;  that  while  in  the 
employ  of  said  Hutchinson,  the  deponent,  with  several  slaves,  the  property  of  said  Hutchinson,  erected 
three  buildings,  and  cleared  and  planted  on  said  island  about  thirty-five  acres  of  land;  that  the  deponent 
was  employed  about  eight  months  the  first  time,  and  six  months  the  second,  and  five  months  the  third 
time;  the  two  latter  periods  the  emploj'mont  of  the  deponent  was  principally  in  that  of  fishing  and 
wrecking.  And  deponent  further  says  that  the  family  of  the  said  Hutchinson  consisted  of  nine  white  persons 
and  five  slaves;  and  tlie  said  Hutchinson  continued  to  occupy  and  plant  the  land  of  said  island  about  six 
years,  when  said  Hutchinson  was  drowned  on  his  passage  from  St.  Augustine  to  Indian  river.  And  the 
deponent  further  saith  that  the  family  of  said  Hutchinson  removed  to  the  State  of  Georgia  after  his  said 
decease. 

hia 

ANDREAS    y,   ROACH. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me  August  4,  1825. 

HORATIO  S.  DEXTER,  J.  P. 

decree. 

Heirs  of  James  Hutchinson  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  the  conditions  of  which 
were  complied  with,  do  recommend  the  same  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     September  20,  1825. 

No.  3.— See  Report  No.  2. 

Catalina  de  Tesus  Hijuelos  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Tlie  petition  of  Catalina  de  Tesus  Hijuelos  respectfully  showetli:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  situated. about  forty  miles  west  from  Bueua  Vista,  in 
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the  part  calloil  the  Bip;'  Grove,  bounded  as  follows:  bcR'i'iiiinp;  at  a  stake  ami  ruiiniiip,-  south  fifty-fivo 
degrees  west,  one  hundred  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  north  lliiii y-l'ivi'  dcj;-r('C's  west,  Iwd  Inindred  chains, 
to  a  stake;  thence  north  tit'ty-iive  degrees  east,  one  hundred  chains,  to  a  stake;  tlicncc  soulii  thirtv-livc 
de""rees  east,  two  hundred  cliains,  to  the  beginning,  (s(!0  plat  by  15urgc\in,  marked  l'i;i  whicli  liil,-  your 
memorialist  derives  i'rom  a  grant  made  to  her  b}'  (iovernor  <-'o)i)iinger,  in  \  iitm-  ni'  the  royal  oidii-  .if  Islf), 
as  the  legal  representative  of  her  son,  Francisco  dc  Kntralgo,  ol'  the  third  I  atlalion  ..r  Cnlia,  and  who  dieil 
in  consequence;  of  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  l!Sl^,  i,see  documeni  marked  I.)  And 
your  memorialist  furtlier  showcth  that  siie  has  legal  possessi(pn  of  said  lands;  tliat  shi'  is  a  Spanisli 
subject  now  in  Cuba,  and  that  on  .Inly  II),  1S-2I,  sIh^  was  an  inliabitant  of  St.  Augustim-.  She  |ira\s  that 
her  title  to  the  said  two  liioMsand  acres  of  land  may  be  conlirmed;   and,  as  in  dul,v  bound,  iVc. 


CATALINW   T.   III.K  l-ll.O.-^ 
By  (iKOKCM  MIKbAV. 


[Tniiislation.] 


Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  arnnes,  ]iolitiral  and  military  ,L;'overnor  /im  lnv.,  and  chief  of  tin' 
royal  domain  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  ]iro\inee,  Ibi-  his  .Majesty; 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  of  March  29,  l><l'i.  his  ^Majesty  lias  deigned  to  a|i|irove  the  favor  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  ]n'edecessor,  Bri,n'adier  Don  Scduistian  Kindelan,  for  tlie  olhcers  and  soldiers,  both 
regulars  and  militia,  who  assisted  in  its  defence  at  the  time  of  tiie  rebidlioii,  one  of  tli<>  s.aid  favors  bein.g 
the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  family  eacii  one  may  liav<';  that  on  the  30tii  May 
of  the  present  year.  Donna  Catalina  <le  Testis  Ilijiielos,  widow,  and  the  mother  of  Don  Francisco  de  Entraigo, 
formerly  a  Tolunteer  in  the  third  battalion  (if  Cuba,  presented  herself,  making  mention  of  the  merit  and 
services  of  her  said  son,  who  died  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  from  individuals  of  the  said  rebcdlion, 
solicitin.cc  the  concession  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land;  they  were  granted  to  her  at  a  jilace  known  liy 
the  name  of  the  Big  Hammock,  distant  forty  miles,  .a  little  more  or  less,  from  the  port  of  Biiena  Yista,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  its  survey  beginiiin,;;-  on  the  north  side  of  said  jdace,  and  following  the 
bomidaries  of  those  g'rantcd  to  Don  Antonio  Alvarez  and  Don  Tomas  de  A.s^'uilar,  as  my  decree  of  the  same 
date  accredits,  made  to  the  proceedin.o-s  moved  for  by  the  said  Donna  Catalina,  which  e.\ist  in  the  archives 
of  the  notary  of  govennneiit:  Wherefore,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Ma,jesty  I  do  grant,  to  tiic 
said  Donna  Catalina  de  Tcsus  Hijuelos  the  said  two  thousand  acres  of  land  at  the  place  expressed,  for 
herself,  her  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property,  and  to  expedite  to  her,  as  by  these  presents  I  do, 
the  correspondent  title,  by  which  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said 
lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  Donna  Catalina  de  Tesus  Hijuelos,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
that,  in  consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance,  with 
all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  ri,ghts,  and  services,  which  it  has  had,  and  in  fact  can  belon,g  and 
appertain  to  it;  ami,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best. suit  tiiem.  To  all  whicli 
I  interpose  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  ri.c'ht  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

tiivcn  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  b_y  the  undcrsi.gned  secretary  of  this  government,  brevet 
lieutenant  of  the  army,  Don  Tomas  dc  Agiiilar,  and  by  the  oflicer  of  tiio  secretary's  office,  Don  Antonio 
Alvarez,  whom  I  have  named  for  assistant  witnesses  for  the  purpose,  on  account  (if  the  interested  being 
mother  to  the  said  notary  of  government  and  royal  domain.     St.  Augustine,  Florida.  December  7,  1811. 

JOSE  COITIXGER. 

Bj'  command  of  his  excellency: 

ToiI.iS  DE  AcriL-iR. 
AxTOXio  Alvarez. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  ori.ginal  which  exists  in  the  archives  of  the  notary  of  government  and  the 
royal  domain;  and  at  the  desire  of  the  party,  I  sign  and  seal  these  presents,  witli  the  assistant  witnesses, 
on  common  paper,  the  stamped  not  being  in  use.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  Dccendier  T,  181". 

JOSE  COl'PINGEK. 

Tomas  he  Aguil.^r. 

AxToxio  Alvarez. 

I  certify  the  foregoin.g  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  frotii  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  puldic  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  a 

[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  as  surveyor,  named  by  a  decree  of  this  .ii-overnnient  on  the  1 1th  Jnuc  of  this  present 
year,  in  favor  of  the  interested:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  oft'  for  Donna  Catalina  de  Tesus 
Hijuelos  a  piece  of  land  which  contains  two  tiiousand  acres,  situated  on  the  great  hammock  which  ,s;'oes 
from  the  river  Oke  Coka,  and  runs  towards  the  Indian  villa.ges  named  Alacliua;  said  land  is  distant  five 
miles  from  said  river  of  Oke  Coka,  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar.  and  on 
the  north  side  by  lands  of  Don  Gabriel  G.  Perpall,  and  being  in  its  other  circumstances  eonformaldo  to 
the  accompanying  plat;  fir  the  confirmation  of  which  I  give  these  presents,  and  sign  in  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  September  9,  1819, 

AXDP.ES  BUFGEVIX. 

This  copy  is  taken  from  the  original.  ANDRES  BURGEVIX. 

[The  plat  is  annexed.] 

I  certify  the  forea-oin"-  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  S|ianish  language. 
°  F.  J.  FATIO,  ,y.  B.  L.  a 

DECREE. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  foregoing  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  for  the  two  thousand  acres 
made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation.  December 
U,  1825. 
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No.  4. — See  Report  No.  2. 
Zejjhaniah  Kinr/!<l('i/  vs.  The  Uniled  Slates.    For  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  certain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Zeplianiiili  King-slc}',  by  Georg;c  Gibbs,  sboweth:  Tliat  your  memorialist  claims  title  to 
a  tract  of  hind  consisting  of  two  thousand  si.x  liundred  and  eleven  acres,  more  or  less,  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  St.  John's  river,  and  on  the  south  by  Doctor's  lake  or  creek,  called  Laurel  Grove,  on  the  south  by 
Doctor's  lake,  on  the  cast  by  the  river  St.  John's,  on  the  north  by  land  now  or  late  the  property  of  John 
Arndld,  and  on  the  west  by  a  marked  line;  wliich  line  commences  on  the  west  line  of  the  said  Arnold, 
beginning  on  the  river  St.  John's,  miming  west  35  chains,  thence  north  18  chains,  thence  west  30  chains, 
thence  south  35  chains;  another  line,  beginning  on  the  St.  Joim's  river,  running  south  80°  west,  95  chains; 
thence  south  10°  cast,  4G  chains;  thence  south  80°  west,  55  chains;  thence  south  10°  east,  80  chains; 
thence  south  65°  cast,  28  chains,  to  the  aforesaid;  thence,  from  the  last  corner,  south  60°  west,  105  chains; 
thence  south  20°  west,  63i  chains,  to  crook;  thence  south  3°  west,  26  chains,  to  the  Doctor's  lake;  thence 
north  33  chains,  thence  west  33  chains,  thence  south  33  chains,  to  the  Doctor's  lake;  which  title  your  memo- 
rialist derives  from  a  grant  made  to  William  Pengree  by  Governor  Estrada,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order 
of  October  29,  1790,  whose  widow,  Rebecca  Pengree,  duly  authorized  b^'  the  Spanish  tribunal  for  that 
purpo.se,  as  reference  to  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the  archives  will  more  fully  appear,  to  sell  the  said 
lands  and  plantation,  and  did  accordingly  sell  the  same  to  your  memorialist  November  26,  1803,  as  per 
deed  of  sale  herewith  exhibited,  marked  Z.  K.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual 
legal  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 

ZEPHANIAH  KINGSLEY, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attornei/  in  fact. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  captain  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  infantry  regiment  of  Cuba,  and  judge  commis- 
sioned by  his  excellency  the  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  this  province  of  East  Florida  for  the  survey 
and  laying  ofl'  of  lands  ordered  to  be  distributed  by  command  of  his  Majesty:  I  certify  that  at  the  planta- 
tion called  Laurel  Grove  there  have  been  measured  for  the  inhabitant  Don  William  Pengree,  whose  family 
consists,  under  the  oath  which  he  has  taken,  of  fifty-one  persons,  in  the  following  form:  husband,  wife,  and 
one  son,  with  forty-eight  negro  slaves;  for  which  family  tiiere  have  been  delivered  to  him  fifty-two  cabal- 
lerias  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  wliich  is  part  of  what  corresponds  to  him.  The  first  line  runs  south  80° 
west;  begins  by  a  red  oak,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  with  a  cross  and  ends  with  a  pine  tree  of  tiie  same 
mark;  it  measures  95  chains.  The  second  line  runs  south  10°  east;  begins  by  said  pine  tree  and  ends  by 
another  with  the  same  mark;  it  measures  46  chains.  The  third  runs  south  80°  west;  begins  by  said  pine 
tree  and  ends  with  another;  it  measures  55  chains.  Tlie  fourth,  south  10°  cast;  begins  by  said  pine  tree 
and  ends  with  a  stake  marked  with  a  cross;  it  measures  80  chains.  The  fifth  runs  south  65°  east;  begins 
by  said  stake  and  ends  witli  an  ash  on  the  bank  of  Doctor's  creek;  it  measures  28  chains:  its  front  runs 
part  on  the  bank  of  said  creek  and  part  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John — all  according  to  the  orders 
which  I  have.  The  interested  signed  it  with  the  surveyor,  Don  Samuel  Eastlake.  In  proof  of  which,  and 
that  it  may  serve  for  the  information  of  the  secretary  of  tliis  government,  to  whom  the  interested  have  to 
apply  for  their  respective  titles,  I  give  the  present  copy  of  the  original,  which  remains  in  my  possession. 
River  St.  John's,  December  1,  1191. 

PEDRO  MARROT. 
SAMUEL  EASTLAKE. 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
.on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 
[Translation  ] 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  captain  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  infantry  regiment  of  Cuba,  and  judge  commis- 
sioned by  the  government  and  commander-in-chief  of  this  province  of  East  Florida  for  the  survey  of  lands 
commanded  to  be  distributed  by  order  of  his  Majesty:  I  certify  that  at  the  plantation  called  Cook  there 
have  been  measured  and  delivered  three  caballerias'of  land  to  the  inhabitant  Don  William  Pengree,  on 
account  of  what  correspon<ls  to  him.  The  first  line  runs  north;  begins  by  a  pine  tree  marked  with  a  cross 
and  ends  with  a  stake  witii  the  same  mark;  it  measures  33  chains.  The  second  runs  west;  begins  by  said 
stakeand  ends  with  another  with  the  same  mark;  it  measures  33  chains.  The  third  runs  south;  begins 
by  said  stake  and  ends  with  a  pine  tree  with  the  same  mark;  it  measures  33  chains:  this  line  bounds  the 
land  of  the  said  Pengree,  known  as  Pengree.  The  fourth  runs  east;  begins  by  the  said  pine  tree  and  ends 
by  another  marked  with  the  same  mark  of  across;  it  measures  33  chains— all  according  to  the  orders 
which  1  have.  The  interested  signed  jointly  with  me  and  the  surveyor,  Don  Josiah  Dupont.  In  proof 
whereof,  and  that  it  may  serve  for  information  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this  government,  to  whom 
the  parties  have  to  apply  for  their  respective  titles,  I  give  these  presents  in  book.  River  St.  John's,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1193.  r  ,     e  1 

PEDRO  MARROT. 
JOSIAII  DUPONT. 

[Here  follows  the  jilat.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  fik>  111  the  officf  of  imblic  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  D.  L.  G. 


1826.]  CLAIMS    IN    FLOKIDA.  fiCl 


[Tnuisliition.  I 

Ton  IVrlro  Marrot,  cajitain  of  tlic  tliiiil  liattalimi  nl'  tlic  iiifaiitrv  ic;;-iiii(i](.  \c.,  i'i:i-.:  1  <'citirv  llial  ;il 
the  plantation  called  Laurel  Spring'  there  have  heen  siiivcx  iil  ami  dcliNcred  ei^lid'cn  ealiallei-as,  ami 
twenty-six  acres  of  land  (on  account  ol'  what  correspomls  tn  him)  tn  Ihr  iiihaliilant  l>(in  William  l'eii<'-ree. 
The  lirst  line  runs  sou\h  75°  east;  begins  with  an  ash  niaikc(l  wilh  a  cidss  nn  Ihc  hank  ..f  liuctor's  creek, 
and  ends  with  a  stake  of  the  same  mark;  this  line  Iniumls  the  lands  of  said  rcngice  knnwu  as  Laurel 
Grove;  it  measures  28  chains.  The  second  runs  south  (i()°  west;  Licgins  liy  said  stake'  and  ends  with  a 
pine  tree  with  the  same  mark;  it  measures  105  chains.  The  third  runs  south  'JO  '  west;  begins  by  tlie  siiid 
pine  tri'e  and  ends  by  a  stake  with  the  same  mark;  it  measures  (i.>  chains  and  50  links.  'The  funitli  runs 
north  8"^  west;  begins  by  said  stake  and  ends  wilh  another  marked  with  the  same  mark  of  a  cruss,  on 
the  bank  of  the  said  Doctor's  creek;  it  measures  2ti  chains;  its  front  runs  en  the  bank  of  the  said  creek — 
all  according'  to  the  orders  I  have.  The  interested  sig'ued  this  joinlly  witli  mo  and  the  surveyur.  I»iin 
Josiah  Dupont.  In  proof  whereof,  and  that  it  may  serve  iV>r  information  at  tlic  ■■llii-c  u\'  the  secrctaiv  nf 
this  government,  to  whom  the  parties  have  to  apply  fl^r  their  respective  titles,  1  gi\c  tlusc  presents  at 
Laurel  Spring,  river  .'^t.  John's,  and  Itoctor's  creek,  I-'ibrnary  If),  IT'.lo. 


I'KDKO  MARKOT. 


[Here  follows  the  plat.] 


1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanisli  language 
on  file  iu  tlie  office  of  the  public  archives. 

!■'.  J.  I'.V'l'lO,  S.  Jl.  L.  C. 

[Translation] 

Don  Pedro  Marrot,  &c.,  &c.:  1  certify  that  in  the  plantation  called  <iood-fortune  there  have  been 
measured  and  delivered  three  caballerias  and  twenty-i_Hie  acres  of  land  (which  completes  what  he  is 
entitled  to)  to  the  inhabitant  William  Fengree.  The  first  line  runs  west;  begins  liy  a  maple  marked  witii 
a  cross  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  Jolni's  and  ends  by  a  pine  tree  with  the  same  mark,  bounding  the  lands 
by  Jona.  Arnold;  it  measures  35  chains.  The  second  runs  north;  liegins  by  said  pine  and  ends  liy  another 
with  the  same  mark,  bounding  also  the  lands  of  the  said  Arnold;  it  measures  18  chains.  The  third  line 
runs  west;  begins  by  said  jiine  tree  and  ends  by  amither  with  the  same  mark;  it  measures  ItO  chains. 
The  fourth  runs  south;  begins  liy  said  pine  tree  and  ends  with  a  live-oak  of  the  same  mark;  it  measures 
35  chains.  The  fifth  runs  south  80^  west;  begins  by  said  live-oak  and  ends  with  a  red  oak  marked  with 
the  same  mark  of  a  cross,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  St.  John's;  it  measures  05  chains;  this  line  bounds 
the  lands  of  the  said  Pengrce  known  as  Laurel  Grove;  its  front  runs  on  the  bank  of  tlie  said  river — all 
according  to  the  orders  which  I  have.  The  interested  signed  this  jointly  witli  me  and  the  surveyor,  Don 
Josiah  Dujiont.  In  proof  wdiereof,  and  that  it  may  serve  for  information  at  the  ollice  of  the  secretary  of 
government,  where  the  parties  are  to  ajijily  for  their  respective  titles,  I  give  these  presents  at  Good-fortune, 
river  St.  John's,  Februarj'  19,  171)3. 

PEDUO  M.VPPOT 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

JOSIAH  DUPONT. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  .'-Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  jiublic  archives. 

F.  J.  F.VTIO,  S.  n.  L.  C. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  the  widow  of  William  Pengree  to  claimant,  dated 
Xovendier  2t),  1803.] 

DECREE. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  William  Pengrce,  whose 
widow  sold  and  conveyed  it  to  claimant,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation.  Decem- 
ber 15. 

No.  5. — .^ee  pEroRT  No.  2. 
Zephaniah  Kingslcy  vs.  The  L'niicd  Slafc.-i.     For  tiro  Ihoumnd  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commimoners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Z.  Kingsley,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  situated  in  Twelve-mile  swani));  bounded  on  the 
south  by  lands  of  George  Clarke,  on  the  north  by  lands  of  Philip  R.  Yonge,  on  the  east  by  a  line  running 
north  22°  west,  199  chains,  and  on  the  -R-est  by  a  line  running  south  22°  east,  199  chains,  as  per  plat 
marked  (5;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  J;inuary  18,  1816, 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  C)ctober  29,  1790,  herewith  submitted;  and  further 
reference  is  made  to  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  the  Territorv-.  And  your  memo- 
rialist further  showeth  that  he  was,  at  the  exchange  of  flag's,  and  is  now,  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands; 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  and  resident  of  said  Territory.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

ZEPH.  KINGSLEY, 
By  GEOKGE  GIBPS,  Atlorneij  in  fad. 


662  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  503. 


[Translation] 

Title  of  property. 
Dwi  Josii  C(ipping-cr,  lieutenant  colonel,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.: 

Whereas,  in  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  I.sland'of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  amongst  other  things,  that  lands  should  be 
surveyed  n-ratis  to  those  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to 
our  sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  workers  which  each  family  have;  that  Don  Zeph.  Kingsley  having 
presented  hiiii.self  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  from  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  to  him,  two 
thousand  acres  of  land,  situated  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Twelve-mile  swamp,  which  land  is 
known  and  distinguished  under  the  following  dimensions  and  boundaries:  the  first  line  runs  east;  its 
measurement  cons'ists  of  110  chains;  its  measurement  begins  by  an  oak  marked  with  a  cross,  on  the 
western  ed"-e  of  a  swamp,  which  ends  with  a  pine  tree  marked  with  a  cross  on  the  opposite  side.  The 
second  line^'runs  north  22|°  west;  its  measurement  consists  of  199  chains;  begins  with  said  pine  tree  and 
ends  with  another  of  the  same  kind  marked  witii  a  cross.  Tiie  third  line  runs  west;  its  measurement 
consists  of  110  chains;  begins  by  said  pine  tree  and  ends  with  another  marked  with  a  cross.  The  fourth 
line  runs  south  2-2|-°  cast;  its  measurement  consists  of  199  chains;  begins  by  said  pine  tree  and  ends 
with  the  oak  aforesaid,  where  the  first  line  began,  as  results  from  the  certificate  given  by  the  surveyor 
general  appointed  by  this  government,  Don  George  Clarke,  dated  October  20,  1815,  with  the  corresponding 
plat,  whicii  he  has  "attested  in  continuation  of  it;  and  as  no  title  has  been  issued  for  the  security  and 
proof  of  his  domini(m  to  the  said  lands,  that  ho  has  made  buildings  on  them,  cultivated  them,  and  finally 
complied  with  all  the  other  conditions  which  the  government  has  established  for  grants  and  concessions 
of  this  nature,  existing  in  the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlers,  as  is  set  forth  in  the  proceedings  moved 
by  the  interested,  soliciting  that  the  corresponding  title  should  be  issued  to  him  for  the  land  which  he  has 
already  measured  and  laid  off,  and  of  which  he  is  in  possession:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  every- 
thing,! have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  unto  the  said  Don  Zeph.  Kingsley  the  said 
two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  absolute  propert.y,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  despatch  to 
him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  1  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the 
right  and" dominion  it  had  to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  unto  the  said  Kingsley,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  that,  in  consequen(je,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encum- 
brance whatsoever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  had, 
has,  and  of  custom  and  by  law  belong  or  may  appertain  unto  it;  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and 
alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  give  the  sanction  of  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of 
right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  pro  tcm.  of  government  and  the 
royal  domain,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  18,  1816.  , 

JOSE  COPFINGER. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

JcAX  DF.  ExTUALGO,  Notary  of  Government  and  the  Eoyal  Domain  pro  tern. 

1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  iniblic  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  tlie  above  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant  for  the  two  thousand  acres  made 
to  the  claimant,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  coiilirmation.     December  15. 

No.  6. — See  Report  No.  2. 
Zcplianiah  Kinrjdcy  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  tin,  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorahle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

Tiie  petition  of  Zephaniali  Kingsley,  by  his  attorney  George  Gibbs,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  more  or  less,  situated  on  the 
island  called  Drayton  island,  at  the  entrance  of  Lake  George,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  the  river  St.  John's 
and  Lake  George,  it  being  an  island,  as  per  royal  title  certified  by  Juan  de  Entralgo,  government  notarj', 
dated  July  2",  1821,  per  exhibit  K;  to  which  and  to  other  documents  in  the  office  of  the  archives  of  the 
Territory,  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  same;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
royal  title  made  to  George  Sibbald  for  part  by  Governor  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October 
29,  1790,  who  sold  your  memorialist  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  the  said  island,  being  all  his  interest  and 
right  in  the  same;  and  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  said  island  v/as  granted  to  j'our  memorialist  by  the 
sa'n'i  Governor  Kindelan,  as  per  the  aforementioned  title,  reference  to  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the 
puDlic  archives,  will  more  fully  appear.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  posses- 
sion of  said  lands;  that  he  is  now  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

ZEPHANLVII  KINGSLEY, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  infact. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  property  in  favor  of  Don  Zepjhaniah  Kingsley,  of  Drayton  island. 

Don  Sebastian   Kindelan  and   O'Regan,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  James,  brigadier  of  the  royal  armies, 
political  and  military  governor  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Wiiereas,  in  a  royal  order  communicated  to  tliis  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba   and   the   two   Floridas,  it  is  provided,  amongst  other  things,  that  lands  should  be 
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granted  and  surveyed  g-ratis  to  those  foreigners  who,  oC  tlieir  own  free  will,  olTcr  themselves  to  sw.  .^, 
allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  workers  eaeh  family  may  have;  that  Don 
George  Sibhald  having  presented  himself  as  one  of  Ihem.  he  siilieited  from  the  government,  ami  had 
granted  unto  liim,  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Octol.i^r  fi,  1S04,  in  the  island  called  Dravt'on,  al  Ihi' 
entrance  of  Lake  (ieorge,  in  the  river  St.  John's,  which  he  ceded  to  Don  '/ii-[>\i.  Kingsley,  with"  all  its  im- 
provements, to  whom  it  was  adjudged  in  soliitum,  in  virtue  of  the  agr(_'ement  of  the  parlies  authm-i/.ed  l.v 
a  decree  of  this  said  government  of  July  IS,  ISII  ;  and  afterwards,  by  a  lU'cree  of  the  4th  of  Septendier 
of  the  same  year,  there  was  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Kingsley  five  hundred  acres  more,  which  wcie  \aeant 
in  the  said  island,  which,  in  all,  might  contain  about  two  thousand  aeri's,  mon^  or  less,  as  appears  more 
at  length  from  the  documents  and  certificates  which  are  annexed  to  the  iiroceeding  moved  liy  the  said 
soliciting   that   there   should   be  issued    in  his  favor  the  corres|)(]n<ling  title  for  the  laiids  whirl 


in  ausoiuie  property;  ana  in  aes]>aicning  lo  nun,  as  Liy  inese  presents  l  no,  tue  eijrresponamg  title  liy 
which  I  separate  the  roj'al  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  land;  and  I  ced(,'and  transfer 
it  unto  the  said  Kingsley,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own, 
use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  wdiatsocver,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights, 
and  services,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  of  custom  and  by  law  belong  and  may  appertain  unto  it;  and,  at 
their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  give  the  sanction  of 
my  authority-  as  I  can,  and  (if  right  fmght  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and   countersigned  by  the  undersigned   notary  Lif  government   and   the  mval 
domain,  in  this  said  city  of  ."^t.  Augustine,  Florida,  Januarv  7,  isLJ. 

SEl'.A.-^Tl.VX   KINKEL.VX. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Jiw.v  DE  E-NTR.iuio,  Notcinj  of  Gnvfrinnrnt  pro  ti'm. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
oil  file  in  the  oHice  of  the  public  archives. 

FRANCIS  J.  FATIO,  S.  Jl.  L.  (J. 


The  board  having  ascertained  that  this  claim  is  covered  by  a  British  grant,  they  thci'efore  order  that 
it  be  reported  to  Congress  for  tlieir  determination.     Iteeeinber  15. 

No.  '. — See  liErouT  No.  2. 

Dominrjo  Fernandez  vs.  Tlie  Uniled  iS'/a/cs.     For  one  lliotisaud  one  hundred  and  jifty  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  Ihe  eomrnit-sioners  ajipointed  lo  a.<rerlain  clainifi  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Honiingo  Fernandez,  l.iy  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showcth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fiftj-  acres, 
situated  on  Big  Pun's  creek,  St.  John's  river,  and  contained  within  the  following  lines:  the  first  line  runs 
north  20^  east,  is  in  length  130  chains,  bounded  by  vacant  land;  the  second  line  runs  south  TO"'  east,  is  in 
length  70  chains,  and  also  bounded  by  vacant  laml;  the  third  line  runs  south  25^  east,  is  in  length  29 
chains,  bounded  by  Lewis  Christopher's  land;  the  fourth  line  runs  south  20°  west,  and  measures  110 
chains,  bounded  by  John  Houston's  land;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  nim 
by  (Governor  Coppinger  Ajiril  10,  1817,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29^  1815.  Your  memorialist 
further  showeth  that  he  is  now  in  actual  possession  of  said  land,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession; 
that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  FTorida  and  resident  of  Amelia  island.  Tlie  title,  marked  A,  is  annexed;  the 
survey  will  be  produced  when  required.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I)OMIN(iU  FERNANDEZ, 
By  his  attcruey,  FABCiUilAK  BETHUN'E. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  property  of  one  tJiousand  one  hundred  andffty  acres  of  land  on  Big  Dun's  creek;  in  favor  of  Don 

Doniinijo  Fernandez. 

Don  Jose  Ciippinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  piolitical  and  military  governor  jvo  fern.,  and   chief  of 
the  royal  domain  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine.  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  in  a  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  deigned  to  ajiprovc  of  the  favor  and 
rewards  proposed  liy  my  predecessor,  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
both  regulars  and  militia,  of  this  province,  who  assisted  in  its  defence  in  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  one  of 
the  said  favors  being  the  distribution  of  lands  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  family  each  individual  may  have; 
that  Don  Domingo  I-\'rnandez,  an  inhabitant  of  Amelia  island,  of  this  province,  having  presented  himself, 
showing  the  concession  of  one  thousand  seven  hundied  acres  of  laud  made  him  by  this  g-overnnient  by 
decree  of  August  19,  1814,  in  consideration  of  his  tried  services  performed  in  said  defence  in  person, 
by  his  slaves  and  in  implements,  as  appears  more  at  length  from  the  certificate  of  tlie  ]iroccedings  g'iven  by 
the  secretary  of  said  government,  and  soliciting  that,  according  to  the  royal  order,  there  should  be  issued 
a  title  of  property  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  titty  acres  on  account  of  the  said  one  thousand  seven 
hundred,  on  the  creek  called  Big  Dun's  creek,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  John's,  which  kind  is 
known  and  distinguished  under  the  following'  dimensions  and  boundaries:  the  first  line  runs  north 
twenty  degrees  east,  measures  one  hundred  and  thirty  chains,  bounding  public  lands;  the  second  runs 


664  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  503. 


Koutli  seventy  degrees  east,  measures  seventy  chains,  bounding  also  public  lands;  the  third  line  runs 
south  twenty-five  degrees  east,  measures  twenty-nine  chains,  bounding  the  lands  ot  Lc\vis_  Christopher; 
tlie  fourth  li'ne  runs  south  twenty-nine  degrees  west,  measures  one  hundred  and  ten  chains,  bounding 
the  land  of  John  Ibjuston,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor,  Don  George  Clarke,  dated 
November  28  181C.  whicli,  with  ti,e  corresponding  authenticated  plat,  is  annexed  to  the  proceedings  on 
the  matter  wliicli  exist  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary,  with  my  decree  of  tins  date,  in  which  I  have 
tli.>ii"-lit  proiier  to  grant  said  petition:  Wiiercfore,  I  have  granted,  as  m  the  name  ot  his  Majesty  I  do  grant, 
unto  the  said  Don  Domingo  Fernandez  the  said  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  at  the 
place  already  pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in 
absolute  prnpeitv  and  in  despatching  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which 
1  separate  tiie  royal  domain  from  tiie  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it 
unto  the  aforesaid  Don  Domingo  Fernandez,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence,  they  may 
possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatsoever,  with  all  its  entrances, 
outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  of  custom  and  by  law  belong  and 
may  appertain  unto  it;  ami,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all 
which  1  'i-ive  the  sanction  of  my  autliority,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  Government  and  the  royal 
domain,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  April  10,  1817.  ^^^ ,   ^^^^^^^^^ 

Bv  command  of  his  excellency: 

Ji-AN  DE  E.NTRAUio,  Notartj  of  Government,  &c. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  ollice  of  the  public  archives. 

THOMAS  MURPHY,  Ad.  Clerk  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanisli  grant  for  the  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  made  to  claimant,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 
December  16. 

[Nos.  8,  9,  and  10,  were  not  returned  liy  tlic  commissioners  to  the  General  Land  Office.] 

No.  1. — See  Report  No.  3. 
Juan  Bias  Entralgo  vs.  The  UniJed  Stales.     For  four  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  latids  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Juan  Bias  Entralgo  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  four  thousand  acres,  situated  about  five  miles  east  of  Spring  Garden,  and  bounded 
as  follows:  beginning  at  the  head  of  a  mountain,  and  running  soutli  CO^  west,  100  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence  south  30°  east,  105  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  north  60°  east,  235  chains  20  links,  to  a  pine  marked 
• — ;  thence  north  30°  west,  220  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  -J-  +;  thence  south  60°  west,  135  chains  20  links, 
to  a  stake;  thence  south  30°  east,  115  chains,  to  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  F.  M.  Arredondo  by  Governor  Cojipinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1815,  who 
sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist,  as  will  appear  by  document  A,  which,  together  with  the  grant  to 
Arredondo,  marked  B,  is  herewith  filed.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  has  legal  pos- 
session of  said  lands,  and  that  he  was  a  Spanish  subject,  living  in  St.  Augustine,  at  the  change  of 
government  in  1821,  and  that  he  now  resiiles  in  Havana.  In  consideration  of  what  is  herein  set  forth,  he 
prays  his  title  to  the  said  4,000  acres  may  be  coiifirmed. 

J.  B.  ENTRALGO, 
By  GEORGE  MURRAY.  Attorneij  for  Memorialist. 

[Transliition.] 

Senor  Governor:  Don  Fernando  de  la  Jfaza  Arredondo,  jr.,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  with  due  respect, 
states  to  your  excellency  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  insurrection  of  the  year  1812,  he  took  up  arms 
and  acted  as  commandant  of  a  party  of  cavalrj'  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  one  of  whom  he  took  prisoner 
afterwards  when  they  presented  themselves  in  sight  of  this  city;  and  afterwards  the  memorialist  con- 
tinued performing  service  in  the  militia,  and  patrolling  at  night,  when  necessary,  for  the  guard  and  defence 
of  this  city,  without  pay,  rations,  or  any  emolument;  at  which  time  he  performed  other  important  services 
for  the  Government,  among  others,  provision  of  meat  and  victuals  for  the  support  of  the  garrison;  all  of 
which  is  known  to  your  excellency.  And  as  his  Majesty,  in  his  royal  order  of  March  20,  1815,  has  deigned 
to  reward  with  a  distribution  of  lands  the  faithful  inhabitants  who  contributed  to  the  defence  of  this  province, 
the  memorialist  being  one  of  them,  and,  as  is  more  fully  expressed,  one  of  those  whom  the  laws  and  royal 
dispositions  regard  with  attention,  distinguishing  the  merit  and  quality  of  the  services;  as,  besides  all  the 
other  circumstances  which  concur,  it  is  also  a  very  powerful  one  that  he  is  a  native  of  the  country, 
estalilished  in  it  with  more  than  eighty  negroes  of  his  jiroperty:  Wherefore,  he  prays  your  excellency  to  be 
pleaseil  to  grant  him,  in  absolute  property,  ten  tiiousand  acres  of  land  situated,  to  wit:  five  thousand  acres 
of  them  on  a  hammock,  which  is  about  five  or  six  miles  to  the  east  of  Spring  Garden,  and  the  other  five 
thousand  to  the  west  of  the  river  St  John's,  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  creek  known  as  Black  creek,  near  Flem- 
ings' island,  and  the  lake  near  Doctor's  lake;  titles  of  dominion  to  which  to  be  made  out  and  delivered  as  soon 
as  tiie  surveyor  accomplishes  the  survey  and  laying  off  of  botli  tracts  of  land,  and  that  the  correspond- 
ing phits  are  formed,  which  shall  designate  and  mark  out  perfectly  the  situation  and  boundaries.  A 
favor  which  he  hopes  for  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  18,  181'!. 

FERNANDO  DB  LA  MAZA  ARREDONDO. 
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Sr  ArciisTiNK,  Mun-li  lid,  isn. 
Ill  virtue  i)f  tlie  services  which  Don  FcriKUulo  (h-  hi  ^Lwa  Arrecloiuld  h;is  |iciroiiiicii  aiic]  allcj;cs,  wliich 
are  certain  and  iiuturiuus,  and  nsiiij;-  tlic  aulliipritv  wliicii  I  exi^reise  ag-reealijy  to  tiii^  intentions  and  desires  of 
his  Majesty  to  reward  his  I'aitld'id  subjects,  wlueii  the  laws  reconiniend  in  similar  cases,  and  considerin"- 
the  hirg'e  nundier  of  shives  he  possesses,  I  ha\c'  ;;-iante(l,  as  in  tlie  n,-une  of  his  .Majesty  and  iiis  royal 
justice  winch  1  administer,  I  do  grant,  in  al)S(dute  |ii-o|icrly,  and  w  illi  ,i  liilr  of  dondnion  from  tliis  day  and 
henceforward,  to  the  said  Don  Fernando  de  hi  Ma/.a  Aricdondo,  tlie  ten  llioiisand  aei-cs  of  land  in  tlie 
places  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  tliinl  person,  fui-  which  the  corres[)ondini^  title's  id' property  shall  bo 
issued  as  soon  as  the  survey  and  laying  off  are  performed  by  the  surveyor.  'I'liis  dcciic,  in  "the  mean- 
while, serving-  for  an  ecjuivaleut  with  which  the  proceedings  sliall  bo  tiled  in  Ihr  notary's  onice,  giving- 
to<tlie  interested  an  authenticated  copy  for  his  sei-uritv. 

COI'l'iXCKi;. 
Before  me  — 

JUAN   DE   EXTKALCO,  Xntary  <;l'  Hunrniuml. 

I  certily  the  foreg-oing-  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Sjianish  langua>'-e 
ou  file  in  the  ofliee  of  the  puldic  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FA'l'Kt,  ,S'.  ]',.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 
CO.\VEY.\N'CE. 


ileclare 


Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr  ,  an  inhaliitant  of  this  province, 
that  I  really  sell  to  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  notary  of  g-overnnient  and  the  royal  domain  in  this  city,  four 
thousand  acres  of  land,  which  I  hi.ild  as  my  property  in  this  province,  situated  about  live  nules  to  the 
east  of  Spring-  Gardens,  known  under  the  following  dimensions:  the  first  line  begins  at  the  head  of  a  hammock 
and  runs  south  60°  west,  measures  100  chains,  and  ends  with  a  stake;  the  second  runs  south  30^  east, 
contains  105  chains,  and  cuds  also  with  a  stake;  the  third  line  runs  north  (50°  east,  measures  235  chains 
20  links,  and  ends  with  a  pine  marked  ^;  the  fourth  line  runs  north  30°  west,  measures  220  chains,  and 
ends  with  a  pine  marked  x  X  ;  the  fifth  line  runs  south  00°  west,  measures  135  chains  20  links,  and  ends 
with  a  stake;  the  sixth  line  runs  south  30°  east,  measures  115  chains,  and  ends  at  the  head  of  the  said 
hammock;  which  4,000  acres  of  land,  with  a  portion  more,  this  Government  granted  me,  in  absolute 
propert}'  and  dominion,  as  a  reward  for  services,  March  20,  1817,  and  the  corresponding-  title  was 
issued  to  me  on  the  9th  of  August  of  the  3-ear  last,  as  all  appears  in  the  archives  of  the  said  notary.  And 
I  sell  the  said  4,000  acres  of  land  under  the  dimensions  ami  other  things,  wdiicli  are  explained,  with  all  its 
entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  belong-,  or  ma^-  apjiertain 
to  it,  free  of  all  encumbrance,  at  the  price  of  §4,000,  which  the  purchaser  has  jiaid  me  in  cash;  which 
sum  I  acknowledg-e  as  delivered  to  my  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  to  money  not 
counted,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  grant  a  receipt  in  form;  in  virtue  of  which  I 
separate  myself  from  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and  other  rights,  real  and  personal, 
which  I  had  or  held  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  them  to  the  purchaser,  and 
whoever  shall  represent  his  right,  that  they  may  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  them  at  their  will,  in 
virtue  of  this  deed  which  I  deliver  in  his  favor  as  a  mark  of  real  delivery;  from  which  it  is  seen  that  he 
has  acquired  the  possession  without  occasion  for  other  proof,  from  which  I  release  him.  And  I  oblige 
myself  to  the  eviction  and  guarantee  of  this  sale  in  sufficient  form,  and  as  may  best  suit,  in  favor  of  the 
purchaser,  with  my  goods,  present  and  future,  power  and  submission  to  the  tribunals  of  his  Majesty,  that 
they  may  force  me  to  compliance  as  by  sentence  consented  to  and  passed  in  authoritj'  of  an  adjudged 
case,  on  which  I  renounce  all  the  laws,  customs,  rights  and  privileges  in  my  favor,  and  formal  exceptions 
which  prohibit  it.  And  I,  the  said  Juan  de  Entralgo,  being  present,  accept  in  my  favor  this  deed,  and  by 
it  receive  as  purchased  the  aforesaid  4,000  acres  of  land  at  the  price  and  agreement  upon  which  they 
were  sold  to  me,  and  I  acknowledge  them  as  delivered  to  my  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery, 
those  of  a  thing  not  seen  or  received,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the  case;  for  which  I  grant  a  receipt 
iu  form.     In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  5,  1821. 

FEKXANDU  M.  ARUEDONDO. 

JUAN  DE  ENTUALGO. 

I,  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  militarj'  governor,  political  chief,  and  sub-delegate 
of  ultramarine  possessions  for  this  said  city  and  province,  certify  that  I  know  the  parties  who  have 
granted,  delivered,  and  signed  in  my  presence,  and  in  that  of  the  assistant  witnesses,  whom  I  have 
chosen  for  this  act,  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar  and  Don  Antonio  Alvarez,  there  being  no  other  notary  in  the 
entire  province.  There  being  witnesses  to  this  deed,  Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez,  Don  Bernardo  Sequi, 
and  Don  Jose  Bernardo  Rej'es,  residents  present. 

COPPINGER. 

Tomas  de  Agcil.\r. 

AxToxio  Alv.^rez. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original  which  exists  in  the  archives  of  the  said  government  notary,  to 
which  I  refer;  and  at  the  desire  of  the  parties,  sign  the  present  copy,  with  the  assistant  witnesses,  on 
two  leaves  of  common  ijaper,  the  stamped  not  being  in  use.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  5,  1821. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

AxTOxio  Alvarez. 

Tomas  de  Aguilar. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correc#lranslation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 
VOL.  IV 84  c 
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[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Bui-fcevin,  of  tin's  place,  and  private  surve.yor:  I  certify  that,  by  an  order  of  this  governor, 
made  August  20,  1S19,  I  have  measured,  in  favor  of  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr.,  a  piece  of 
land  which  contains  4,000  acres  of  laud,  which  is  live  miles  to  the  east  of  Spring  Gardens,  being  part 
of  a  greater  quantity  which  was  granted  to  him  March  20,  181T.  In  proof  of  which  I  give  these  presents, 
which  I  sia-n  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  25,  1820. 

^      .  ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 


Juan  B.  Enlralijo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  to  F.  M.  Arredondo 
previous  to  January  24,  1818,  who  conveyed  the  above  4,000  acres  to  claimant,  do  therefore  recommend 
it  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     July  12,  1824. 

No.   2. — See  Report  No.  3. 

Juan  B.  EnlraJgo  vs.  77(6  United  States.     For  ten  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjjointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Juan  B.  Entralgo  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  ten  thousand  and  four  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  St.  John's  river  to  the  west, 
and  about  twelve  miles  sonth  of  Lake  George,  bounded  as  follows:  commencing  at  a  pine  marked  thus  ^, 
running  south  20°  east,  322  chains,  to  a  pine  tree  marked  as  the  first;  thence  north  70°  west,  323  chains,  to  a 
pine,  same  mark;  thence  north  20°  east,  322  chains,  to  a  pine  with  same  mark;  thence  south  10°  east, 
323  chains,  to  tlie  beginning;  this  tract  is  nearly  equally  divided  by  a  stream  running  from  the 
west  into  St.  John's  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Antonio  Huertas 
by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  roj'al  order  of  March  29,  1815,  who  sold  the  same  to  your 
memorialist  December  4,  1821.  The  concession  was  made  September  15,  1811,  (see  a  certified  copy  of 
the  document  tiled  herewith,  as  is  also  a  plat  of  the  land.)  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he 
is  in  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  resides  in  Cuba,  but  at  the  change  of  flags  was  in  St.  Augustine. 

JUAN  B.  ENTRALGO, 
By  GEORGE  MURRAY. 

[Translation.] 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  September  15,  1811. 
Sexor  Governor:  Don  Antonio  Huertas,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  with  due  respect,  states  to  j'our 
excellency  that,  although  he  has  obtained  a  concession  of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  on. March  21,  1813, 
for  the  pasture  of  cattle,  in  the  rearing  of  which  this  party  has  employed  himself  for  many  j-ears;  as  the 
said  land  is  almost  all  composed  of  pine  land  and  very  little  arable,  and  the  memorialist  being  one  of  the 
individuals  who,  by  his  well  known  and  constant  good  services  in  defence  of  this  province,  and  by  his 
having  been  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  it,  is  entitled  by  every  claim  to  be  rewarded  with  a  greater 
number  of  acres,  as  the  laws  so  provide  which  treat  in  the  matter,  as  from  the  character  of  his  services, 
which  he  omits  stating,  as  they  are  well  known  to  your  excellency,  not  only  those  which  he  has  performed 
in  the  service  of  his  Majesty,  in  which  he  has  been  employed  since  the  age  of  18  years,  but  the  extra- 
ordinary ones  of  succoring  the  garrison  of  this  city  in  calamitous  times,  and  in  the  insurrection,  making  a 
sacrifice  of  his  interests,  and  encountering  perils,  by  the  help  of  which  he  can  say  he  has  preserved  the 
said  garrison:  Wherefore,  he  prays  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him  15,000  acres  of  land  more, 
in  absolute  property  and  dominion,  on  a  creek  which  comes  from  the  west,  and  joins  the  river  St.  John's 
about  12  miles  to  the  south  of  Lake  St.  George;  its  survey  to  commence  about  four  or  five  miles  to  the 
west  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  dividing  the  said  lands  in  two  parts  by  said  creek,  reserving  the  delivery 
of  the  title  in  form  until  the  memorialist  finds  it  convenient  to  proceed  to  the  survey  and  demarcation 
of  said  land,  by  an  intelligent  person,  during  the  difficulties  which  exist  at  this  day,  and  from  the  absence 
of  the  surveyor,  Don  George  Clarke,  who  is  named  by  the  Governor.  A  favor  which  he  hopes  for  from 
the  justice  of  your  excellency. 

ANTONIO  HUERTAS. 

St.  Augustine,  September  15,  1811. 
In  attention  to  wliat  this  party  represents,  and  the  services  which  he  sets  forth  being  certain,  I  grant 
him,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  and  of  his  royal  justice,  which  I  administer,  the  fifteen  thousand  acres  of 
land  which  he  solicits,  that  he  may  possess  and  enjoy  it  in  absolute  property  and  dominion;  and,  in  order 
to  make  this  grant  secure,  let  a  certified  copy  be  furnished  him  of  this  proceeding,  which  shall  be  lodged 
in  the  archives  of  the  notary,  where  titles  in  form  shall  be  issued  when  the  survey  and  plats  are  accom- 
plished, as  is  expressed  bj^  the  interested. 

jH^  .  COPPINGER. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 
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[Translation  ] 

St.  Ar<:vsTiyE,  F!<iriila,  Aj,ril  ."i,  ls21. 

Don  Andres  Bnrgovin,  of  tliis  city,  and  private  surveyor:  I  certify  tiiat,  in  virtue  of  antlmrity  con- 
ferred on  nie  by  a  decree  of  December  13,  1820,  made  at  "the  instance'  of  Dun  Antonio  llnertas,  [  have 
surveyed  for  this  individual  several  pieces  of  land,  wliicli,  to  the  number  of  lifteen  thousaml  acres,  were 
granted  him  as  a  reward  for  services,  on  a  creek  which  comes  from  the  west  and  joins  tiie  river  St. 
John's  about  twelve  miles  to  the  south  of  said  Lake  St.  (ieorg-c — the  land  divided  by  "said  creek  -nnc  of 
said  tracts  being  ten  thousand  four  hundred  acres,  which  are  bounded  cju  the  east  \)\  another  nf  .six- 
hundred,  and  on  the  otlier  sides  V>y  vacant  lands,  whose  ligurc  and  demarcation  the  foreg"oing  phit  points 
out;  and  for  its  confirmation,  and  the  purposes  convenient  to  the  interested,  I  sign  these  presents. 

ANDRES  BURGEv'iN. 

[The  plat  follows.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  languan-e 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation,  ] 

St.  Ai-GusTiNE,  Florida,  December  4,  1821. 

I  cede  and  renounce  in  favor  of  Don  Juan  Bias  de  Entralgo,  all  the  right,  title,  and  dominion  which 

I  have  to  the  ten  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  land  contained  in  this  document  of  property,  on  accciunt 

of  having  sold  him  the  same  fur  the  sum  of  Jive  thousand ,  for  wliich  I  deliver  him  a  formal  receipt 

ANTONIO  HUERTAS. 
'\^  itness:  Do.Mixno  Reyes. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  lan"-uage 

F.  J,  FATIO,  .S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  previous  to  January 
24,  1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  conlirmation.     June  30,  1824. 

[Translation.] 

Johii  B.  de  Entralgo  vs.  The  United  Stoles.     For  ten  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 

B.  Segui,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  has  seen  Antonio  Ilucrtas  write,  and  believes  the 
name  attached  to  the  conveyance  from  said  Huertas  to  Entralgo  to  be  his  own  handwriting,  but  is  not 
positive.  Witness  states  tliat,  after  the  cession  of  this  Territory,  and  the  archives  taken  away  from  the 
Spanish  notary,  it  was  customary  for  some  person  to  have  conveyances  drawn  out  in  the  manner  of  the 
one  presented  in  the  above  case. 

B.  SEGUL 

Before  the  board  in  session  June  29,  1824. 

Jose  B.  Reyes,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  the  signature  of  Antonio  Iluertas  in  the  deed  to  Jolin  B. 
Entralgo  is  the  genuine  one  of  said  partv.  , 

JOSE  B.  REYES. 

Before  the  board  in  session  June  30,  1824. 

No.  3. — See  Report  No.  3. 

Wm.  Travers  \s.  The  United  Stales.     For  eigld  thousand  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  aiypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Travers  respectfullj-  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  eight  thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Long  lake,  on  the  west  side  of 
St.  John's  river,  about  forty  miles  south  of  Lake  George,  bounded  as  follows:  tirst  line  runs  south,  and 
is  bounded  by  lands  of  Felipe  E.  Yonge;  thence  west  one  hundred  and  forty  chains;  thence  south  eight 
chains;  thence  west  two  hundred  and  fifteen  chains,  and  terminates  at  a  pine  tree;  thence  north,  two 
hundred  and  forty  chains,  to  a  cypress  tree;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  absolute  grant 
made  to  Felipe  Robert  Yonge  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  nyal  order  of  March  2i",  1815,  who 
sold  the  same  to  your  memorialist:  a  certified  copy  of  the  grant,  which  was  made  February  22,  181T,  is 
filed  herewith.  A.nd  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  has  possession  of  said  lands:  that  he  resided 
in  St.  Augustine  at  the  change  of  flags,  and  still  does  so;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  L'nited  States  and 
resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

WM.  TRAVERS. 

[Translation  of  a  royal  title  to  P.  R.  Yonge  for  2.5.000  acres  is  filed  in  claim  of  William  Travers  for 
12,000  acres,  recommended  fcir  confirmation  July  12,  1824.] 

[Power  of  attorney  from  Philip  R.  Yonge  to  Juan  B.  Entralgo  is  filed  in  the  aforesaid  claim.] 
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[Translation.] 

COXVEYASCE. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  .Tnan  B.  Entralgo,  notary  of  government  and  of  the  public  domain  in  this  city, 
as  attorney  of  Don  Philip  Robert  Yonrre,  citizen  of  this  province,  now  absent,  which  power  he  has  conferred 
on  me  in  this  ollice.  May  20,  1810,  before  Senor  Don  Jose  Coppingcr,  colonel  of  the  national  armies,  military 
governor  and  political"  chief  of  this  province,  and  before  witnesses,  assisting  for  the  want  of  another 
notary  in  the  province,  which  power  is  not  revoked,  and  is  ample  for  what  shall  be  said;  in  virtue  of 
which  I  also  have  an  order  or  instruction  in  writing  from  the  said  principal,  and  of  the  same  date  for  the 
purpose.  I  declare  that  I  really  sell  to  Don  William  Travers,  an  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  this  city, 
eight  tiiousand  acres  of  land,  the  property  of  my  said  principal,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Long 
lake,  distant  aliout  forty-live  miles  to  tlie  south  of  Lake  George,  to  the  west  of  the  river  St.  John's,  which 
are  a  part  of  13,000  acres  which,  under  date  of  February  11,  1817,  were  granted  by  this  government  to 
the  said  Don  Philip  Robert  Yonge,  in  absolute  property  and  dominion,  as  a  reward  for  his  services,  and 
for  which  a  corresponding  title  was  issued  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  the  plat  and  survey  of 
which,  made  bv  tiie  private  surveyor,  Don  Andrew  Burgevin,  August  2,  1810,  with  the  other  doc\inients 
rcferrcMl  to,  and  which  form  tlie  proceedings  existing  in  my  archives;  the  said  dimensions  being  known 
under  the  following  form:  the  first  line  runs  south,  bounding  the  5,000  acres  remaining  to  the  person  who 
empowers  me;  the  second  line,  west,  measures  UO  chains;  the  third  line,  south,  eight  chains;  the  fourth  line, 
west,  215  chains,  and  terminates  with  a  pine  tree;  the  fifth  line  north,  240  chains,  beginning  with  said 
pine  and  terminating  with  a  cypress,  as  appears  by  another  plat  made  by  said  surveyor  on  the  20th  of 
May  last  in  consequence  of  superior  order;  all  which  is  added  to  the  said  proceeding.  And  I  sell  him  the 
said  8,000  acres  of  land  at  the  place,  under  the  dimensions,  and  on  the  terms  set  forth,  with  all  its 
entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  and  belong  to  it,  free  of  all  encum- 
brance, (as  I,  the  seller,  certify,  as  appears  from  the  book  of  mortgages  in  my  charge,  which  I  have 
searched  for  the  purpose,)  at  tlie  price  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  me  in  cash, 
which  sum  I  acknowledge  as  delivered  to  ray  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  to 
money  not  counted,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  grant  a  formal  receipt,  in  virtue  of 
which  I  separate  the  said  Don  Philip  R.  Yonge  from  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and 
other  rights,  real  or  personal,  which  he  had  or  held  to  the  said  8,000  acres  of  land,  and  that  1  cede, 
renounce,  and  transfer  them  to  the  said  Don  William  Travers,  and  whoever  represents  his  rights,  that 
they  may,  as  their  own,  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  them  at  their  will,  in  virtue  of  this  writing,  which  I 
deliver  in  his  favor  as  a  mark  of  real  delivery,  by  which  it  may  be  seen  that  he  has  acquired  the  posses- 
sion, without  occasion  for  further  proof,  from  which  I  relieve  him.  And  I  oblige  the  said  Don  Philip  R. 
Yonge  to  the  eviction  and  guarantee  of  this  sale  in  sufficient  form,  and  as  may  best  suit,  in  favor  of  the 
purchaser,  with  all  his  property,  present  and  future,  power  and  submission  to  the  tribunals  of  his  Majesty, 
that  they  may  compel  mc  to  compliance  with  it,  as  by  sentence  consented  to  and  passed  in  authority  of  an 
adjuged  case;  moreover,  I  renounce  all  the  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges  in  his  favor,  and  every- 
thing in  form  wiiich  prohibits  it.  And  I,  the  aforesaid  Don  William  Travers,  being  present,  accept  in  my 
favor  this  writing,  and  by  it  receive  as  purchased  the  said  8,000  acres  at  the  price  and  terms  they  were 
sold  to  me  on,  and  I  acknowledge  them  as  delivered  to  my  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery, 
those  of  a  thing  not  seen  or  received,  fraud,  and  all  other  tilings  in  the  case,  for  which  I  deliver  a  formal 
receipt.  In  testimony  of  wiiich,  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  22,  1820. 
I,  the  notary,  as  the  only  one  in  this  city,  and  as  the  seller,  sign  this  writing  for  myself,  and  before  me, 
with  the  purchaser  and  tlie  witnesses,  who  are  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez,  and 
Don  Fernando  M.  Arredondo,  jr.,  inhabitants  present.     Bv  me  and  for  myself. 

JUAN  B.  ENTRALGO. 
WIL'M  TRAVERS. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  firiginal  which  exists  in  the  archives  in  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and, 
at  the  desire  of  the  party,  sign  and  seal  these  presents,  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  the  day  of  the  date. 

JUAN  DE  E}i'niALGO,  Notary  of' Government. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  fde  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

William  Travrrt<  vs.  The  United  States.     For  eight  thoiimnd  acres  cfland. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  title  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and 
this  claim  being  part  thereof,  regularly  conveyed  to  claimant,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  Congress  for 
confirmation.     June  20,  1824. 

No.  4. — See  REroRT  No.  3. 
William  Travers  vs.  The  United  States.     For  tiivlve  thousand  acres  of  land. 

ME.MORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypoinled  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Travers  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  twelve  thousand  acres,  situated  at  the  lagoon  called  south  of  Lake  George,  in  St. 
John's  river,  bounded  as  follows:  first  line,  south  65°  west,  320  chains,  beginning  at  a  palmetto  tree 
marked  to  a  pine  tree  with  the  same  ma'rk;  thence  north  25°  west,  400  chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  north  65° 
east,  320  chains,  to  a  stake  on  the  bank  of  said  lagoon;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an 
absolute  grant  to  Felipe  Roberto  Yonge  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  20, 
1815,  who  sold  tlie  same  to  your  memorialist;  a  certified  copy  of  the  grant,  which  was  made  February  22, 
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1817,  is  hcrewitli  filed.  And  j'our  moinorialist  fiirtlior  showcth  that  lie  lias  possession  of  said  lands;  tliat 
he  resided  in  St.  Augustine  at  the  ehange  of  Hags,  and  still  doei>  so;  that  he  is  a  citizen  ol'  tin-  rnilcd  SI  ales 
and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

Wll. 1,1AM   ■JKAVKUS. 

Title  ofjn'nprrl}/  far  Itrrnly-Jlrc  /limisdnd  aciuv  (if  hinil  in  famr  o/"  Uiin  Frlijir  It.   )'<iiiij('. 

Don  Josi'  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  aiiiiics,  &.C.,  Scr.: 

Whereas,  by  a  roj-al  order  of  March  29,  1815,  ids  Majesty  has  deigiu'd  to  approve  the  gills  ami  favors 
proposed  by  my  predecessor,  Don  Sebastian  Kindtdan,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers,  liotli  regular  and  nnlitia, 
of  this  province,  who  assisted  in  its  d(dence  at  the  time  of  the  rebcdlion,  one  of  the  said  favors  being  the 
distrilmtion  of  royal  lands;  and  considering  that  Don  P.  IJobt.  Yonge  has  made  e\ident  to  nii'  the  distin- 
guished and  extraordinary  services  by  which  he  has  contributed  personally  and  -with  his  money  to  the 
defence  of  this  said  jirovince  at  dillerent  times,  and  princifially  during  the  insurrection  which  took  place 
in  the  year  1SI2,  with  the  sacrilice  of  his  jn'operty,  and  saving  to  the  royal  treasury,  as  the  memorial 
which  he  has  presented  me  of  the  date  of  the  oth  December  of  the  last  year  more  fnlly  shows;  in 
consideration  of  which,  and  in  virtue  of  the  authoritj'  which  I  exercise,  I  have  judged  fit,  by  my  ilecree  of 
the  11th  instant,  to  accede  to  his  solicitations  as  set  fyrth,  and  that,  in  remuneration,  there  shall  be 
granted  him  twentj'-five  thousand  acres  of  land,  with  a  title  in  absolute  projierty,  to  the  sontli  of  the  place 
known  as  Spring  (iarden,  in  this  form:  twelve  thousand  acres  of  them  in  tlie  neighborhood  of  the  lake  or 
lagoon  called  and  known  as  Valdes',  and  the  thirteen  thousand  remaining  at  the  lake  hig'her  up,  known 
as  Long  lake,  all  on  the  west  of  the  river  St.  John's,  with  tlie  reserve  of  establishing  the  boinidaries  and 
dimensions  when  he  proceeds  to  the  survey  of  both  tracts  of  land,  as  is  shown  by  the  said  memorial  and 
decree,  which  exist  in  the  archives  of  the  notary:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  the  said  commendable 
services,  agreeably  with  the  will  of  the  sovereign,  and  with  what  the  laws  recommend  ibr  distinguished 
rewards  to.  those  who  arc  deserving,  attending'  to  the  quality  of  said  services,  and  of  the  persons  who  have 
performed  them,  I  have  granted,  and  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  whose  royal  justice  I  administer,  I  do 
grant,  unto  the  said  Don  Philip  K.  Yonge  the  said  twenty-five  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  places  pointed 
out,  without  prejudice  to  a  third  person,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  jiroperty;  and, 
in  expediting  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding-  title  of  jiroperty  by  which  I  separate 
from  the  royal  domain  in  the  right  of  dominion  it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said 
Don  Philip  11.  Yonge,  and  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own, 
use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatsoever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs, 
rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  in  fact  and  law  belong  or  ajipertain  to  it;  and,  at  their 
will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  In  all  which  1  interpose  my  judicial 
authority  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will  and  what  has  been  sot  forth. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  notary  of  government  and  th<'  royal  domain,  in  this 
said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  22,  18IC. 

JOSE  OOPPIXGEi;. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Ji".\x  DE  ExTR.\LGo,  Nolar)/  of  Goirrnmcnt  and  Hinjal  Domain. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spainsh  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  n.  L.  C. 
[I'ranslation] 


Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Philip  P.  Yonge,  an  inluibitant  and  merchant  of  this  province,  resident  in 
this  city,  declare  that  I  give  all  my  full,  ample,  and  sufficient  power,  which  is  required,  and  may  bo 
necessary  in  law.  unto  Don  Juan  do  Entralgo,  notary  of  government  and  the  royal  domain  in  this  said 
city,  especially  that  he  may  in  my  name,  and  representing  my  proper  person,  rights,  and  actions,  admin- 
ister, and  do  administer,  all  and  every  my  property,  both  landed  and  movalile  and  immovable,  sell  some 
and  purchase  for  me  others,  rent  or  mortgage  them  for  the  prices  and  terms  which  he  shall  adjust  and 
agree  to,  delivering  the  deeds,  receipts,  and  letters  of  payment  which  may  be  necessary,  which  from  now 
I  approve  and  ratify,  as  if  I  were  present  at  their  delivery;  for  whicli  sale  of  lands,  houses,  or  any  my 
projierty  whatsoever  which  I  may  have  in  this  said  province,  he  shall  govern  himself  precisely  by  the 
instructions  which  I  have  given  and  shall  give  him  on  the  subject,  since  with  them  I  confer  on  him 
sufficient  power,  without  any  other  limitation,  free,  open,  and  general  administration,  incidences  and 
dependencies,  power  to  prepare  causes  for  judgment,  to  swear  and  substitute,  revoke  std)stitutcs,  and 
name  others  with  substitution  in  form;  and  for  the  fulfilment  of  what  he  shall  perform  in  virtue  of  this 
power,  I  bind  myself,  with  mj-  property,  present  and  future  power,  and  submission  to  the  tribumils  of  his 
Majest}',  that  they  may  compel  me  to  its  performance,  as  by  sentence  consented  to  and  passed  in  authority 
of  an  adjudged  case,  on  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges,  in  my  favor,  and  the 
general  in  form  which  prohibits  it.  In  testimony  of  which  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  May  29,  1819. 

PII.  R.  YOXGE. 

I,  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  political  and  military  governor  of  this  city  and 
its  province,  for  his  Majesty,  certify,  for  the  want  of  another  notary,  that  I  know  the  grantor,  who  acknow- 
ledged the  same,  and  signed  with  "me,  and  the  assistant  witnesses  I  have  cho.sen  for  this  act,  Don  Tomas 
de  Aguilar  and  Don  Antonio  Alvarez,  there  being  also  witnesses  to  this  power  jiresent  Donungo  Reyes, 
Don  Manuel  Fuertes,  and  Don  Nicholas  Garrido. 

COPPINGER. 

AxTONio  Alvarez. 
ToM.\s  DE  Aguilar. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  Jl.  L.  C. 
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.   CONTEYANCE. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Juan  dc  Entralgo,  notary  of  government  and  the  public  domain  in  this  city, 
as  attorney  for  Don  Philip  Robert  Yonge,  citizen  of  this  province,  now  absent,  which  power  he  lias  conferred 
on  me  in  this  office,  May  '29,  1819,  before  Senor  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  national  armies,  military 
governor  and  political  chief  of  this  said  city  and  its  province,  and  before  witnesses  assisting  for  want  of 
another  notary  in  the  province,  which  power  is  not  revoked,  and  will  be  sufficient  for  what  shall  be  said; 
in  virtue  of  which  I  also  have  written  orders  and  instructiims  of  the  same  principal  and  of  the  same  date 
for  the  purpose.  I  declare  that  I  really  sell  to  Don  William  Travers,  inhabitant  of  this  city,  twelve 
thousand  acres  of  land  of  the  property  of  my  said  principal,  situated  on  the  lake  named  "Second,"  on  the 
west  side  of  said  lake,  which  were  granted  "him  by  this  government  as  a  reward  for  services  February 
11  "is'n-  and  on  the  22d  of  the  same  a  complete  title  of  absolute  property  and  dominion  was  issued  to 
him,  the 'dimensions  of  which  are  distinguished  under  the  following  form:  the  first  line  runs  south  05° 
we.s't,  measures  three  hnndred  and  twenty  chains,  beginning  with  a  palmetto  marked  =,  and  finishing  with 
a  pine  of  the  same  mark;  the  second  line  begins  with  said  pine,  running  north  25°  west,  measures  four 
hundred  chains,  and  ends  with  a  stake;  the  third  line  begins  with  said  stake,  north  75°  east,  measures 
three  hundred  and  twenty  chains,  and  terminates  with  another  stake  in  the  neighborhood  of  Second  lake, 
as  appears  I'rom  the  plat  formed  by  the  surveytir,  Dcjn  Andrew  Burgevin,  August  2,  1819,  agreeable  to 
superior  order,  which,  with  the  other  documents  1  refer  to,  are  added  to  the  proceedings  in  the  business, 
which  are  in  the  archives  in  my  charge;  and  I  sell  him  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres  of  land  at  the  place, 
and  under  the  dimensions  and"  terms  expressed,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and 
services,  which  they  have  and  belong  to  them,  free  of  all  encumbrance,  (as  I,  the  seller,  certify,  from  the 
result  of  the  book  of  mortgages,  which  I  have  searched  for  the  purpose,)  at  the  price  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  me  in  cash,  which  sum  1  acknowledge  as  delivered  to  my  will.  I 
renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  to  money  not  counted,  fraud,  and  everything  besides  in  the 
case  for  which  1  deliver  a  formal  receipt;  in  virtue  of  which  I  separate  from  him  who  empowered  me  the 
right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and  other  actions,  real  and  personal,  which  he  had  or  held  to 
the  said  twelve  "thousand  acres  of  land,  which  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser,  and  whoever 
shall  represent  his  right,  that  they  may  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  them  at  their  will,  in  virtue  of  this 
writino-  which  I  deliver  in  his  favor  as  a  mark  of  real  delivery,  with  which  it  is  seen  that  he  has  acquired 
its  possession,  without  occasion  for  any  other  proof,  from  which  I  deliver  him.  And  I  oblige  myself  to  the 
eviction  and  guarantee  of  this  sale  in  due  form,  and  as  may  be  most  favorable  to  the  purchaser,  with  the 
property  of  my  principal,  present  and  future  power,  and  submission  to  the  tribunal  of  his  ilajesty, 
that  they  may  compel  him  to  its  compliance,  as  by  sentence  consented  to  and  passed  in  authority  as  a  thing 
adjudged,  on"  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges  in  his  favor,  and  everything  in 
form  which  prohibits  it.  And  being  jiresent,  I,  the  said  purchaser,  accept  in  my  favor  this  writing,  and  by 
it  receive  as  purchased  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres  of  land  at  the  price  and  agreement  whicii  they 
were  sold  to  me;  and  I  acknowledge  them  as  delivered  to  my  disposal,  with  a  renunciation  of  proof,  laws 
of  delivery,  those  of  a  thing  not  seen  or  received,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  deliver 
a  formal  receipt.  In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  22, 
1820.  I,  the  notary,  as  the  only  one  in  this  citj',  and  as  the  seller,  sign  this  writing  for  myself,  and  before 
me,  with  the  purchaser  and  the  witnesses,  who  are  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez, 
and  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr.,  witnesses  present  for  me  and  before  me. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 
WILLIAM  TRAVERS. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

PECREE. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  foregoing  is  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January 
24,  1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     July  12,  1824. 

No.  5. — See  Report  No.  3. 
John  n.  Enlralgo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEirORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Juan  B.  Entralgo  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 

of  land  consisting  of  four  thousand  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  Big  Spring,  on  the  river  St.  John's, 

and  about  twenty-five  miles  south  of  Lake  George,  on  the  west  bank,  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  east  by 

St.  John's  river,  on  the  north  by  lands  of  Pedro  Miranda,  on  the  south  by  vacant  lands,  on  the^  west  by 

lands  also  belonging  to  Pedro  Miranda,  (see  description  in  the  grant  filed  herewith;)  which  title  your 

memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Pedro  Miranda  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 

order  of  March   29,   1815,  who  sold  the  same  to   your  memorialist,   (see  document  A,)   the  said  four 

thousand   acres  being  part  of  a  grant  made,  as  above  stated,  to  Pedro  Miranda  for  ten  thousand  acres, 

dated  April  11;  and  this  title  is  founded  npon  a  memorial  and  concessioa  made  September  16,  1817,  by 

Governor  Coppinger.     And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  has  possession  of  said  lands,  and 

was,  at  the  exchange  of  flap's,  living  in  St.  Auffustine;  at  present  ho  resides  in  Cuba. 

^  b  .  »  ^  ,       i  ^^^^  ^  ENTRALGO, 

By  GEORGE  MURRAY. 

[Translation.  ] 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  Srjitember  16,  1817. 
SeSor  Goberxaikir  :  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  first  pilot  of  the  bar,  and  captain  of  the  port,  with  due  respect, 
states  to  your  excellency  that  the  government  is  well  aware  of  the  services  which  the  memorialist  has 
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performed,  from  the  insurrection  in  this  province  in  the  year  1812,  ciintriluitin};-  with  his  ])ers(in  ami 
property  to  its  defence,  besides  tiiere  having  l>een,  and  now  beinfj;  in  his  cliar;^'-c,  several  extradrdinary 
commissions,  fi)r  which  he  has  never  had  any  recompense  It  is  also  certain  and  well  kimwn  that,  in  the 
iiLSiirrectiou  of  the  year  1794,  he  was  likewise  enji'a.u'ed  in  an  extraordinary  mannei',  and  eiiip|ii\cil  in 
other  commissions  for  the  royal  service,  havinj;- contributed,  on  all  occasions,  with  his  greatest  exeVtidns, 
to  the  economy  of  the  royal  treasury.  For  these  considerations,  and  that  of  having  served  his  Majesty 
from  his  youth,  and  being-  of  the  first  families  that  came  on  the  occupation  of  this  province,  which  circum- 
stance of  being  a  settler  makes  him  entitled  to  the  favor  of  a  grant  of  lands,  as  has  been  given  to  others, 
since  those  which  your  excellency  has  been  ]ileased  to  g'rant  him  do  not  ei|Ual  your  liber:dity  to  those: 
Wherefore,  he  prays  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him,  in  absolute  property  and  dominion,  ten 
thousand  acres  of  land  on  a  creek  which  runs  from  the  west,  and  joins  the  river  St.  .John's,  calleil  in  English 
Big  spring,  about  twenty-miles  to  the  south  of  Lake  St.  tJeorge;  the  said  land  to  be  divided  in  two  parts 
by  said  creek,  and  to  have  one  of  its  fronts  on  the  river  St.  John's,  leaving  free  the  concession  nf  two 
thousand  acres  which  were  made  to  him  on  the  first  of  July  last,  reserving  the  titles  of  property  until  he 
can  complete  the  survey  and  plat,  it  being  out  of  his  ;)ower  at  present  to  paj-  the  expenses.  A  faxor  lie 
hopes  from  the  justice  of  your  cxceliencv. 

rEl)i;0  MIR.WDA. 

St.  AuofSTixE,  Florida,  Seplcmbcr  10,  is  17. 
In  attention  to  what  Don  Pedro  Miranda  represents  in  the  foregoing  memorial,  and  as  the  services  he 
mentions  are  certain,  agreeing  at  the  same  time  with  what  the  laws  and  royal  orders  direct  for  the 
encouragement  of  population,  I  grant  him,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  and  of  his  royal  justice,  which  I 
administer,  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  places  which  he  points  out,  that  he  may  enjoy  them  in 
absolute  property  and  dominion;  for  which  end,  and  tliat  ho  may  prove  this  grant,  let  a  certili("d  copy  of 
the  proceeding  lie  furnished  him,  wiiich  shall  be  lodged  in  the  notary's  archives,  i'rom  whence  titles  in  form 
shall  be  given  him  speedily,  or  whenever  required  by  the  interested. 

corriXGEi;. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  langua"-e 
on  file  iu  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  II.  L.  a. 

[Translation  ] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  inliabitant  of  this  city  and  private  surveyor:  I  certify  that,  in  consecjuence  of 
power  conferred  upon  me  bj'  a  decree  of  December  12,  1820,  made  at  the  instance  of  Don  Pedro  Miranda, 
I  have  survej-ed  for  this  individual  various  jjieces  of  land,  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand  acres  were  granted 
hira  as  a  reward  fur  services,  on  a  creek  which  comes  from  the  west  and  joins  the  river  St.  John's,  called 
in  English  Big  spring,  about  twenty-five  miles  to  the  south  of  Lake  St.  George;  the  land  diviiled  in  two 
parts  by  said  creek,  having  one  of  its  fronts  on  said  river  St.  John's;  one  of  the  said  pieces  being  the 
following  four  thousand  acres,  which  are  bounded  on  the  east  bj'  said  river  St.  John's,  on  the  north  by 
lands  of  the  interested,  on  the  south  by  lands  also  vacant,  and  on  the  west  by  another  piece  of  three 
thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  the  said  interested;  and,  fur  its  confirmation,  1  sign  these  presents  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  April  5,  1821. 

ANDRES  BURGEYIX. 

[Plat  is  annexed.] 

Royal  title  to  P.  Miranda  for  4,000  acres,  part  of  a  concession  of  10,000  acres  to  him,  is  not  translated. 
The  following  translation  is  at  foot  of  it. 

[Translation.] 

St.  Augustixe,  Florida,  December  5,  1821. 

I  cede  and  renounce  in  favor  of  Don  Juan  Bias  de  Entralgo  all  the  right,  title,  and  dominion  wliich 
I  have  to  the  four  thousand  acres  of  land  which  this  document  of  property  contains,  for  having  sold  them 
at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  which  I  deliver  a  formal  receipt. 

PEDRO  MIRANDA. 
AVitnesses  present: 

Francs.  J.  Fatio. 

RUPEKTO  Sa.AVEDRA. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

FRANCS.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

J.  B.  Entralgo  vs.  The  United  Statef:.     For  four  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valiil  Spanish  concession  made  previous  to  January 
24,  1818,  and  this  claim  being  part  thereof,  and  conveyed  to  claimant,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to 
Congress  for  confirmation.     June  29,  1824. 

No.  G. — See  Report  No.  3. 

Antonio  Huertas  vs.  The  United  States.     For  ten  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Antonio  Huertas,  late  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida  aforesaid,  now  residing  at 
Havana,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  respectfully  showeth:   That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  ten  thousand 
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acres  of  land,  situated  on  Six-mile  creek,  bounded  westward  by  the  said  creek,  eastward  by  the  large 
mount,  southward  by  the  road  of  I'icolata,  runnino-  northward  to  its  termination,  being  the  same  land 
formerly  granted  to  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  and  afterwards  relinquished  by  them.  The  grant  to  your 
memorialist  of  the  said  land  was  maile  March  27,  1813,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790, 
and  an  absolute  title  granted  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor  Coppinger  July  20,  181G.  .The  original 
grant,  absolute  title,  and  survey,  are  in  the  office  of  public  records  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  kept  by 
W'm.  Reynolds,  esq.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was  a  resident  inhabitant  of  East 
Florida  at  the  time  of  its  cession  to  the  United  States,  and  in  possession  of  the  said  land;  that  he  had  for 
jibout  tliirty-si.\  years  previous  to  said  ces.sion  resided  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  whence  he  removed 
to  the  Havana  in  the  year  1822.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.     St.  Augustine,  Feliruary  25,  1823. 

ANTONIO  IIUERTAS. 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  RODMAN. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  property  in  favor  of  Don  Antonio  Huertas  for  ten  thoumnd  acres  of  land  in  the  place  known  as 

Six-mile  creek. 

Don  Jose  Cojipinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  pro  tern.,  and  chief 
of  the  royal  finance  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  of  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain 
general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  to  those 
t'oreigners  who,  of  their  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  lands  should 
be  measured  them  gratis  in  proportion  to  the  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Antonio  Huertas, 
of  this  jilace,  having  presented  liim.sclf  he  solicited  of  the  government,  and  there  were  granted  him,  March 
27,  1813,  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  for  the  raising  of  stock,  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  and  constant 
services  to  the  country,  and  for  the  injuries  which  he  suffered  by  the  insurrection  of  this  province;  which 
lands  arc  known  by  the  name  of  the  Six-mile  creek,  and  are  distinguished  under  the  following  boundaries: 
commencing  on  the  west  by  said  creek,  on  the  east  by  the  Big  wood,  on  the  south  by  the  Picolata  road, 
and  following  north  to  where  it  corresponds;  and  the  said  lands  being  the  same  w'Idch  the  house  of  Panton, 

Leslie  &  Co. ,  to  v:hom  theij  icere  granted;  and  as  the  said  Don  Antonio  Huertas  has  solicited, 

there  should  be  expedited  to  him  the  title  of  absolute  ])roperty,  as  he  has  established  a  cowpen  on 
said  lands  where  he  rears  stock,  as  he  has  made  appear  by  evidence;  in  virtue  of  which,  and  in  attention 
to  his  said  good  services,  I  have  granted  him  by  my  decree  of  the  17th  of  the  present  month,  placed  on 
the  proceedings  moved  by  the  aforesaid  Don  iVntonio  Huertas,  where  all  appears  more  in  detail,  and  is 
liled  in  tiie  oilice  of  the  iiresent  notary:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  all,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
grant,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty'  I  do  grant,  to  the  said  Don  Antonio  Huertas  the  said  ten  thousand 
acres  of  land,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property,  and  in  granting  to  him,  as  by 
these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and 
dominion  which  it  had  in  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  aforesaid  Don  Antonio  Huertas,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  without 
any  encumbrance  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it 
has  had,  has,  or  by  fact  and  law  may  belong  or  appertain  to  it;  and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede, 
transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interpose  my  authority  as  far  as  I  can, 
and  l)y  right  ought,  in  virtue  of  what  has  been  set  forth  and  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  p>'o  tern,  of  government  and 
royal  finance,  in  tliis  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  20,  1810.  , 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Jl'.vn  de  E.vtkai.go,  Notary  of  Government  and  Royal  Finance. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  (jflice  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

FRANCO.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

Antonio  Huertas  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  ten  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  it 
is  therefore  recommended  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     September  1,  1824. 

No.  7. — See  Report  No.  3. 
Juan  B.  Entralgo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  licenty  thousand  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commi.'<.iioners  appcAnted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  layids  in  East  Florida: 

The  jietition  of  Juan  B.  Entralgo  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  toatractof 
land  consisting  of  20,000  acres,  situated  at  Chacala,  in  the  district  of  Alachua,  and  45  miles  west  of 
St.  John's  river,  embracing  the  residence  of  the  late  Indian  chief  Payne,  and  bounded  as  follows: 
beginning  at  a  pine  tree  and  running  east,  625  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  north,  320  chains,  to  a  stake; 
thence  west,  625_chains,  to  a  stake;  thence  south,  320  chains,  to  the  beginning,  (sec  survey  and  plat 
made  by  Burgevin  and  filed  herewith,  marked  C;)  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant 
made  to  George  J.  F.  Clarke  by  Governor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  who 
sold  t(j  your  memorialist  the  said  20,000  acres,  being  part  of  a  grant  of  22,000  acres  made  December 
17,   1817,   which  is  filed  herewith,   marked  A,  as  is   also  the  deed  from  Clarke  to   your   memorialist, 
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marked  B.  And  j-our  memorialist  fiirtluT  sliDwetii  that  he  lias  lejjal  possession  of  said  lands,  and  that  he 
is  a  Spanish  subject  residinn;  in  Cuba,  but  at  the  cession  in  1821  was  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Auj^'ustinc. 
lie  prays  his  title  to  the  said  20,000  acres  may  be  eonlirmed. 

T  I  '    t   \-      T>      Ti  XTfm»    *    T    /  .  /  Y 


ir.W  R.  EXTi;AL(i(), 
By  (;EU1!,(;E  iMCURAY. 


CONVEYANCE. 

TO/e  of  properly  of  22,000  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Don  Jorge  Clarke,  in  the  hammoel-x  of  Cuseou-illo  and 

Vhacala. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  th<'  royal  armies,  governor,  jiolitieal  and  military,  y«v)  Inn.,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  domain  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province,  for  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  in  a  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  deigned  to  approve  of  the  favors  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor.  Brigadier  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  tiie  officers  and  soldiers, 
both  veterans  and  militia,  of  this  province,  who  assisted  in  its  defence  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  one  of 
the  said  favors  being  the  distribution  of  public  lands;  and  as  Don  Jorge  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  local 
militia,  has  rejn'esented  to  me  the  distinguished  services  which  he  has  rendered,  both  personally  an<l  in  a 
pecuniary  manner,  in  the  defence  of  this  said  province  at  several  periods  of  invasion,  with  the  sacrifice 
and  abandonment  of  his  interest  and  ])roperty,  like  a  faithful  subject  as  he  has  been,  worthy  of  every 
recompense  for  his  zeal,  love,  and  fidelity  to  the  sovereign;  which  extrarirdiiiary  services,  which  are  well 
known  to  me,  are  set  forth  by  his  memorial  of  tlie  13tli  instant:  in  virtue  of  which  I  liave  thought  proper, 
by  my  decree  of  this  day,  to  accede  to  his  reijuest  relative  to  the  grant  of  twenty-two  thousand  acres  oi 
land,  with  a  title  in  absolute  property,  in  the  hammocks  kiK.iwn  by  the  name  of  Cuscowillo  and  Chacala, 
situated  on  the  west  of  the  part  of  the  river  St.  John's  where  there  was  a  store  of  the  house  of  I'anton, 
Leslie  &  Company,  and  about  4.5  miles  distant  from  it;  all  of  which  appears  more  at  large  from  the  said 
memorial  and  decree  which  exist  in  the  archives  of  the  present  notary:  VV'herefore,  and  in  attention  to  tlie 
said  recommendable  services,  agreeaby  to  the  sovereign  will,  and  what  the  laws  enjoin  for  the  rewarding, 
with  distinction  to  those  who  may  be  entitled,  attending  to  the  quality  of  the  services  and  that  of  the 
persons  who  may  perform  them,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  and  of  his  ro3'al  justice, 
which  I  administer,  I  do  grant,  unto  the  aforesaid  Don  Jorge  Clarke  the  said  twenty-two  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  the  place  pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in 
absolute  property,  and  despatch  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I 
separate  the  royal  domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to 
the  aforesaid  Don  Jorge  Clarke,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  ciinsequence,  they  may  possess  it  as 
their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without  any  encumbrance  whatsoever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses, 
customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  had,  and  of  custom  and  by  law  belong  and  may  appertain  to 
it;  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  give  the 
sanction  of  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  the  royal 
domain,  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  17,  1817.  , 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Entralgo,  N^otarij  of  Government  and  the  Royal  Domain. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  of  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 
B. 

conveyance. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  George  Clarke,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  residing  in  the  town  of 
Fernandina,  but  at  present  in  this  city,  covenant  that  I  really  sell  unto  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  notary  of 
government  and  the  royal  domain,  in  it  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  I  hold  as  my  property,  in 
the  territory  of  Alachua,  and  a  place  named  Chacala  hammock,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  St._ John's, 
where  there  was  a  store  of  the  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Company,  and  distant  from  it  about  45  miles: 
the  first  line,  east,  measures  625  chains;  the  second  line,  north,  measures  320  chains;  the  third  line, 
west,  measures  625  chains;  and  the  fourth  line,  south,  measures  320  chains;  which  twenty  thousand 
acres  of  land  belong  to  the  twenty-two  thousand  granted  me  by  this  government,  as  a  reward  for 
services,  December  11,  1817,  and  for  which  the  corresponding  title  of  property  was  made  me  on  the  same 
day,  having  proceeded  to  the  survey  by  the  private  surveyor,  Don  Andrew  Burgevin,  who  made  the 
necessary  plat  August  2,  1819,  wliich  is  added  to  the  original  proceeding  of  said  concession,  and  is  in  the 
archives  of  the  said  notary;  and  I  sell  the  said  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  place  and  under  the 
dimensions  marked  out,  and  with  all  their  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it 
has,  or  of  right  belong  to  it,  free  of  all  encumbrance,  (as  appears  from  the  book  of  mortgages  which  is  m 
charge  of  the  said  notary,)  at  the  price  of  $20,000,  wliich  the  purchaser  has  paid  to  my  entire  satisfaction, 
which  I  acknowledge  as  delivered  to  my  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  to  money 
not  counted,  fraud,  and  every  other  thing  in  the  case,  for  which  I  deliver  a  formal  receipt;  m  virtue  of 
which  I  separate  myself  from  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and  other  rights,  real  and 
personal,  which  belong  or  appertain  to  the  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  above  mentioned,  as  I  cede, 
renounce,  and  transfer' it  to  the  purchaser,  and  whoever  shall  represent  his  right,  that  he  may  possess, 
sell,  and  alienate  it  at  his  will,  in  virtue  of  this  deed  which  I  grant  in  his  favor  as  a  mark  of  real  delivery 
by  which  it  is  seen  that  he  has  acquired  possessicm  of  it  without  occasion  for  other  proof,  from  whicli  I 
release  him  as  I  remain  released  from  the  eviction  and  guarantee  of  this  sale  to  which  I  do  not  bind 
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myself  And  I  the  said  Don  Jnan  de  Entralgo,  being:  present,  do  accept  in  my  favor  this  deed,  and  by  it 
receive  as  purchased  the  said  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  at  the  price  and  ag-reement  at  which  they 
have  been  sold  to  me,  and  I  acknowledg-e  them  as  delivered  to  my  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of 
delivery  those  of  a  thing-  not  seen  or  received,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  deliver 
a  formal  receipt  in  form.  Li  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 
February  7,  1820.  GEORGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 
I  Don  Jose  Coppingcr,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  political  and  military  governor  of  this  city  and 
province  certify  that  I  know  the  parties,  who  also  have  delivered  and  signed  it  in  my  presence,  and  that 
of  the  assistant  witnesses,  whom  I  have  chosen  for  the  purpose,  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar  and  Don  Antonio 
Alvarez,  for  want  of  aimther  notary  in  all  the  province.  There  being  witnesses  to  this  deed  Don  Domingo 
Reves  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  aud  Don  Fernando  Arredondo,  jr.,  inhabitants  present. 

•^    '  JOSE  COPPINGER. 

ToMAS  DE  AgUILAK. 

Antonio  Alvarez. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original  which  exists  in  the  archives  of  the  said  notary  of  government,  to 
which  I  refer;  and  at  the  request  of  the  party,  sign  this   present  copy,  with  the   assistant  witnesses,  on 
two  leaves  of  common  paper,  the  stamped  not' being  in  use.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  7,  1820. 
'  JOSE  COPPINGER. 

Tomas  de  Aci'ii.ar. 

Antonio  Alvarez. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

P.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  a 
[Translation.  ] 

SURVEY. 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  and  surveyor,  appointed  by  Don  George  Clarke  and 
authorized  by  the  government,  under  date  of  April  20,  1819,  for  the  survey  of  his  land:  I  certify  that  I 
have  measured  and  laid  off  for  the  said  Don  George  Clarke  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  territory 
of  Alachua,  and  a  place  named  Chachala,  on  the  west  of  the  river  St.  John's,  and  distant  from  it  about 
forty-five  miles,  in  part  of  a  greater  quantity  which  were  granted  him  by  a  title  of  property  December  IT, 
181 T,  and  appears  in  its  circumstances,  conformable  to  the  following  plat  and  its  original  delivered  into 
the  archives  of  the  notary  of  this  government.  In  proof  of  which  I  give  these  presents,  which  I  sign  at 
St.  Augustine,  Florida,  August  2,  1819. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 

[Here  follows  the  plat.j 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  oflHce  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

P.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  a 

DECREE. 

Juan  B.  EntraJgo  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Tlie  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanisli  title  made  to  G.  J.  P.  Clarke  previous 
to  January  24,  1818,  and  this  claim  for  twenty  thousand  acres  thereof  being  regularly  conveyed  to 
claimant,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     June  29,  1824. 

No.  8. — See  Report  No.  3. 
Francis  J.  Avice  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  thousand  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Francis  J.  Avice  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  six  thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  river  St.  John's,  bounded  north  by  lands  granted 
to  Juan  Huertas,  and  south  by  land  of  John  Moore,  east  by  vacant  lands,  and  west  by  the  river  St.  John's, 
which  were  granted  to  John  Huertas  by  the  Spanish  government  August  26,  1814,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  October  29,  1790,  and  for  which  lands  the  said  Huertas  received  a  title  from  Governor  Coppinger, 
by  virtue  of  authority  in  the  said  Coppinger  for  that  purpose  reposed  by  the  Spanish  government, 
December  24,  1817;  whicli  title  and  a  plat  of  the  survey  of  said  tract  of  land  are  herewith  filed,  and 
marked  C  and  D.  And  your  momiirialist  further  showeth  that  he  became  the  proprietor  of  said  tract  of 
land  by  virtue  of  a  bill  of  sale  from  the  said  John  Huertas  to  your  memorialist,  dated  September  12,  1821, 
which  is  also  herewith  exhibited,  and  marked  L;  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  actually 
legally  seized  and  possessed  of  said  land;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the 
city  of  St.  Augustine.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

FRANCIS  J.  AVICE.  , 
[Translation.] 

Title  of  property  in  favor  of  Don  Juan  Huertas  of  fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  civil  and  military  governor  pro  tern.,  and  chief  of  the 
royal  finance  of  this  city  and  province,  by  his  Majesty: 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29, 1790,  by  the  captain  general  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  among  other  things,  it  was  provided  that  to  strangers  who,  of  their  own 
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freewill,  sliall  prosont  themselves  to  swear  allciz-ianee  to  our  sovereii;-ii,  lamls  sliall  Ijc  laid  out  f'.ir  them  free 
of  expense,  in  proportion  to  the  number  oI'lalHacrs  eaeli  family  may  ha\c;  thai  D.m  .luaii  llunta.s  haviii;:,- 
presented  himself,  he  solieited  of  this  i;-overnnienl  the  (•(Hic-essiim  of  lifleen  liinusioid  an-es  i,t'  hiii.j  as  a 
compensation  fcU"  his  W(dl-known  services,  and  I'nr  the  purpnsr  ,4'  estalilishin--  a  e.i\\|ic>ii  and  the  i-aisiii'j,- 
of  blaek  cattle,  which  was  g-ranted  him  Auj^nist  2li,  1814.  in  consideration  of  ihe  truth  oT  liis  petition, 
according  to  the  following-  boundaries:  live  thousand  acres  at  a.  place  called  ■|'o<-oy,  li\c  miles  abovi' 
Picolata,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  Don  .Manuel  Sohina,  on  the  soiithwesi  by  \ai-ant  lauds,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  river  St.  John's;  and  the  remaining  ten  thousand  acr<'S  on  the  baidis  of  thi'  river,  aljout 

twelve  miles  above  a  place  called  the  Ferry,  Indow  .bilin    I'..  Kayant,  bounded   (,n   the  .south  by  lltc o/' 

John  JIurc;  and  from  thence  east  to  the  head  of  Dcp  cre<'k.  taking  in  llie  east  and  west  banks  of  said 
creek,  anil  bouniled  on  tlie  north  by  the  soutliwesi  lini'  of  'I'ocoy,  and  on  ihe  wist  by  the  liver  Si.  John's, 
as  results  from  a  certilicate  given  by  the  secretary  of  this  saiiL  governni<'nl.  with  Ihe  said  ilale  of  .Vugust 
2G,  1814,  wliich  is  found  attached  to  the  ju'oeeeiiings  instituted  by  the  alio\  (■•mentioned  i),,n  Juan  lluertas, 
praying  that  the  corresponding  title  of  the  said  lands  be  given  him:  'flierel'ore,  and  in  consider.itiou  that 
the  above-mentioned  Don  Juan  lluertas  has  fully  proved  liis  having  esliiblislied  said  cowpen.  and  that  he 
employs  himself  with  the  object  of  said  concession,  as  is  seen  l.iy  the  said  proc'ediugs  liled  in  tin'  ari-lii\-es 
of  the  present  notary,  and  according  to  my  decree  of  the  2-2d  of  the  )ireseiit  luonlli.  i  have  granted,  and  by 
these  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  said  Don  Juan  lluerlas,  his  heiis  ami  suci-essors, 
the  said  fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  absolute  property;  ami  1  hereby,  and  liy  these  presiwits.  deliver 
him  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  it  from  the  royal  domain,  from  tiie  rigiit  and  (hiuiinion  it 
held  in  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  af  iresaid  Don  Juan  lluertas,  his  lieirs  and  successors, 
that,  in  consequence  thereof,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any 
claim  whatever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  appurtemnices,  and"  all  and  in  general 
which  hath,  doth,  or  maj-  belong  or  pertain  thenHo;  and,  it  being  their  wish,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer, 
barter,  and  alienate  it  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  To  all  which  I  interiiose  my  authority,  as  far  as  )iossilile, 
and  according  to  law,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  tinance, 
in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  Uecemlier  24,  isH. 

JUSE  (JUrriXGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

JlAX  DE    EXTR.ILGO,   (fe.,   tf(-. 

Conformable  to   the   original  on   iile   in   the   archives   under  my  char,!j,-e,  to  which  I  ref'r:  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  cojiv  in  St,  Aua'ustine,  SejitenJier  IS,  1S21. 

JUAX   DE  ENTKALtiO.     [i...s.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin.  of  this  city,  and  private  surveyor:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  otf 
for  Don  Juan  Huertas  a  trajt  of  land  containing  six   thousand  acres,  being   part   of  one  often  thousand 
acres,  situated  at   Buena  Vista,  which   I    measured   by  order  of  this  government   for  the  said   Don  Juan 
Huertas;  and,  being  conformable  in  all  its  parts  to  the  following  plat,  I  sign  in  St.  Au"-ustine,  Florida 
May  30,  1 820. 

A  copy. 


ANDRES  BFRGEYIN. 
A.  BURGEVIN, 


[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  translation  from  two  documents  in  the  Siuuiish  lan,gua,ge. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  G. 

[Tran.slation.] 

Know  ye  that  L  Don  Juan  Huertas,  resilient  of  this  city,  do  really  sell  to  Don  Francisco  Julian 
Avice  (.1,000  acres  of  land,  situated  between  the  old  fort  of  Buena  Vista  and  a  place  where  the  military 
post  is  stationed  or  properly  known  by  the  name  of  Moore;  which  6,000  acres  of  land  are  part  of  1.5,000 
conceded  to  me  by  this  .government,  giving  me  for  the  same  a  title  of  absolute  property  December  24, 
1817,  which  arc  known  and  distinguished  umler  the  following  dimensions  and  lioundaries:  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  lands  of  Don  Pedro  Cocifacio,  near  the  old  fort  of  Buena  Vista;  on  the  east  by  vacant 
lands;  on  the  south  by  those  of  Moore;  and  on  tljc  west  by  the  river  St.  John's;  and  I  sell  liirn  the 
boundaries  and  dimci  sions  already  explained  in  the  place  pointed  out,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses, 
customs,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  which  it  has,  or  may  belong  to  it,  free  from  any  claim  whatever,  in 
the  sum  of  $3,07,5,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  nie  in  cash.  In  virtue  of  all  which  I  separate  myself 
from  the  right  of  pro|ierty  and  possession  I  had  to  saiil  land,  whicli  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  in  favor 
of  the  purchaser,  and  in  whomsoever  may  represent  his  ri,e|it,  that  lie  may,  as  his  own,  dispose  of  it  at 
his  will,  bindin,!?  mj-self  to  the  eviction  and  goodness  of  this  sale  in  favor  of  the  purchaser  with  my 
present  and  future  property,  with  power  to  the  trilninal.s  that  they'  may  compel  uie  to  tljo  compliance 
thereof.  And  I,  the  said  Don  Francisco  J.  Avice,  bein,g  present,  do  accept  in  my  favor  this  deed,  and  by 
it  received  as  purchased  the  said  6,000  acres  of  land  in  the  price  and  manner  they  are  sold  me.  Both 
parties  signing  these  presents  in  the  presence  of  the  witnesses,  who  also  si,gned,  ii[  St.  Au-ustine, 
September  12,  1821. 


Witnesses:  Fr.vnco.  J.  Fatio. 

Cu.yRLES  ViGNOLES. 


JF.\N  IIUKRTAS. 
F.  J.  AVICE. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  tlie  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIU,  S.  Jl.  L.  0. 


DECREE, 


The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  S]iaiiish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24, 
1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  contiruiatiou.     A[iril  14,  1824. 
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No.  9. — See  Report  No.  3. 
Joseph  M.  Arrcdondo  vs.  The  United  States.    For  twenty  thousand  acirs  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honornhle  the  commismners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  putitidii  of  Joseph  M.  Arredonclo  respectfully  showoth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  cuiisistin<,'  of  twenty  thousand  acres,  situated  at  a  place  called  the  Big  Hammock,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  river  Suwance;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to 
him  hv  Governor  Coppingcr,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  lsl.5;  a  certified  copy  of  the  said 
title  is  herewith  filed,  and  is  dated  March  20,1817.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is 
legally  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  before  the  cession  in  1821;  that  he  is  a  Spanish  subject, 
native  of  East  Florida,  and  at  present  a  resident  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  , 

JOSE.  M.  ARREDONDO. 

[Translation.] 

Title  of  jyroperty  in  favor  of  Don  Jose  de  la  Maza  Arredondo  for  ticenty  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Don  Jose  Coppinger,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  political  and  military  governor  pro  tern.,  and 
chief  of  the  royal  domain  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province : 

Whereas,  by  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  the  favors  and 
rewards  proposed  by  my  predecessor.  Brigadier  General  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  for  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  both  of  the  regulars  and  of  the  militia,  of  this  province,  who  contributed  to  the  defence  thereof 
during  the  rebellion,  one  of  the  said  favors  being  the  concession  of  vacant  lands;  and  whereas  Don  Jose 
de  la  Maza  Arrcdondo,  captain  of  the  local  militia  of  the  Spanish  company  in  the  town  of  Fernandina, 
has  made  known  to  me  the  distinguished  and  extraordinary  services  rendered  by  him,  in  a  personal  and 
pecuniary  manner,  in  the  defence  of  this  said  province  during  the  insurrection  therein,  with  economy  to  the 
royal  revenue  as  a  faithful  subject,  as  is  fully  stated  in  his  memorial,  dated  the  18th  of  the  present 
month,  according  to  which,  by  my  decree  of  this  day,  I  have  thought  proper  to  accede  to  his  prayer 
relative  to  the  granting  of  him  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  with  a  title  of  absolute  property,  in  the 
lands  known  by  the  name  of  Alachua,  about  eighty  miles  distant  from  this  city,  at  a  place  called  Big 
Hammock,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  river  Suwanee,  and  sixty  miles  west  of  St.  John's  river,  not 
preventing,  as  soon  as  there  is  an  opportunity,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  province  is  entirely  re-established, 
that  a  survey  of  the  lands  be  made,  that  the  limits  and  boundaries  may  be  made  known  by  the  corres- 
ponding plat,  as  will  be  fully  seen  by  the  said  proceedings  filed  in  the  office  of  archives  of  the  present 
notary:  Wherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  said  commendable  services,  agreeably  to  the  will  of  the 
sovereign,  and  what  is  set  forth  in  the  laws  to  recompense  with  distinction  those  who  may  be  worthy, 
according  to  the  nature  of  said  services,  and  the  individuals  who  have  rendered  them,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  grant,  and  by  those  presents  do  grant,  in  the  name  of  his  ^Majesty  and  his  royal  justice,  which  I 
administer,  to  the  said  Don  Josti  de  la  Maza  Arredondo  the  said  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the 
place  pointed  out,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  in  absolute 
property;  and  in  granting,  as  I  do  by  these  presents,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  the 
roj'al  domain  from  the  right  and  domain  it  had  to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  the  same  to  the 
above-mentioned  Don  Jose  de  la  Maza  Arrcdondo,  his  heirs  and  successors,  that  they  may,  in  consequence 
thereof,  possess  the  same  as  their  own,  make  use  of  and  enjoy  it,  free  from  any  encumbrance  whatever,  with 
all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  had,  has,  and  of  custom  and  by 
law  belong  or  may  aiipertain  thereto;  and,  being  their  will,  they  may  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and  alienate  it 
as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  give  the  sanction  of  my  authority,  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought 
to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  of  government  and  royal  domain, 
in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  20,  1811.  , 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

JuAX  DE  Entralgo,  Notary  of  Government  and  the  Royal  Domain. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

Joseph  M.  Arredondo  vs.  The  United  States.     For  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  previous  to  January  24, 
1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     April  16,  1824. 

No.  10. — See  Report  No.  3. 
Charles  W.  Bidoui's  executors  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  thousand  acres  of  land  in  two  tracts. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoraljle  the  commissio7u>rs  appjointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Geddes,  Duke  Goodman,  and  William  Lance,  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Charles  W.  Bulow,  deceased,  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Bulow,  respectfully  showeth: 
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Tliat  the  heirs  of  said  Bulow  claim  title  to  four  thdusanil  acres  of  land  comprised  in  two  se[)arate  tracts, 
as  follows:  the  first  tract  is  situated  between  tlie  rivers  Tomoca  and  Matan/.as,  in  tin-  place  called 
Graham's  swamp,  containing:  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-si.x  acres,  hounded  on  the  west 
by  the  public  road  fntm  Jlosquito  to  St.  Aug-ustinc,  on  the  north  and  ntu'theast  by  a  marsh  and  tlu;  Haul- 
over  creek,  and  on  the  south  by  the  lands  of  Mr.  Ormond.  The  second  tract  contains  five  hundred  and 
fourteen  acres,  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Halifax,  bounded  on  the  south  by  John  IlussoH's 
land,  on  the  north  by  Farquhar  Bethune's  land,  and  cm  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands;  which  two  tracts 
above  mentioned,  making  four  thousand  acres,  were  granted  to  John  Russell  by  tlie  Spanish  government 
under  Governor  Estrada,  July  28,  1812,  in  exchange  for  a  vessel  called  the  schooner  Uarbarita,  which  will 
fully  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  volume  of  original  documents  on  the  subject,  stitched  together,  and  re- 
maining in  the  office  of  public  archives  ke|)t  by  W.  Reynolds,  es().,  in  this  city,  to  which  are  annexed  (hi; 
order  of  survey,  certificates  of  survey,  and  plats.  And  your  memorialists  furtiicr  siiow  that,  inunediately 
on  receiving  said  grant,  the  said  John  Russell  took  possession  of  the  said  land,  but  a  few  j-ears  after- 
ward died,  and  the  title  to  the  same  was  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  governnienl  to  his  heirs,  as  appears 
by  the  above  documents;  that  the  said  Charles  W.  Rulow  purchased  from  the  heirs  of  Russell,  for  a  valu- 
able consideration,  August  1,  1821,  the  two  tracts  of  land  aforesaid,  the  deed  of  conveyance  for  which  is 
recorded  in  the  public  office  of  records  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  kept  by  Mr.  Tingle;  that,  in  virtue  of 
said  jiurchase,  the  said  Charles  W.  Bulow  immediately  took  possession  of  the  said  tracts  of  land,  and 
planted  and  improved  a  part  of  one  of  the  tracts,  and  erected  buildings;  that  your  memorialists  still  keep 
a  great  number  of  slaves  on  the  said  land  empiloyed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  rane;  that  the  said  Charles 
"\V.  Bulow  died  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine  a  few  months  ago,  a  citizx'U  of  the  United  States.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  RODMAN,  Atlnnu-,/ for  Claimanl:'. 
St.  Augustine,  November  29,  1S23. 

CJiaiies  W.  Billow's  executors  vs.  The  United  States.    For  six  hundred  and  seventy-Jive  acres  of  land. 

MEMOKHL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  Geddcs,  Duke  Goodman,  and  "William  Lance,  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Charles  W.  Bulow,  deceased,  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  said  Bulow,  claim  title  to  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Halifax  river,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
lands  of  John  Russell,  on  the  south  by  lands  of  Fulano  Dean,  on  the  east  by  lands  of  John  Russell,  and 
on  the  west  by  vacant  land;  which  said  tract  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  are  granted  to  the 
said  John  Russell  by  the  Spanish  government  under  Governor  Estrada,  July  12,  1828,  on  what  is  called 
headrights,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29,  1790;  the  original  grant  for  which,  with  the  survey 
and  plat,  is  annexed  to  and  forms  a  part  of  a  volume  of  original  documents  relating  to  two  tracts,  com- 
prising four  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  were  granted  to  John  Russell  at  tlie  same  time,  in  exchange 
for  a  vessel  called  the  Barbarita;  which  said  volume  of  original  documents  are  stitched  together,  and 
remaining  in  the  office  of  public  archives  kept  by  AV.  Reynolds,  esq.,  in  tins  city.  And  your  memorialists 
further  show  that,  immediately  on  receiving  said  grant,  the  said  John  Russell  took  possession  of  the  said 
land,  but  a  few  years  afterwards  died,  and  the  title  to  the  same  was  coniirmcd  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  his  heirs,  as  appears  by  the  above-mentioned  document;  that  the  said  Charles  W.  Bulow  purchased 
from  the  heirs  of  Russell,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  August  1,  1821,  the  said  tract  of  six  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres,  together  with  the  two  tracts  making  four  thousand  acres  aforesaid,  the  deed  of  con- 
veyance for  which  is  recorded  in  the  public  office  of  records  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine  kept  by  Mr. 
Tingle;  that  in  virtue  of  the  said  purchase  the  said  Charles  W.  Bulow  immediately  took  possession  of  the 
said  tracts  of  land,  and  planted  and  imiiroved  a  part  of  one  of  the  tracts  of  land,  and  erected  buildings; 
that  j-our  memorialists  still  keep  a  great  nundjer  of  slaves  on  the  said  land  employed  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  cane;  that  the  said  Charles  W.  Bulow  died  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine  a  few  months  ago,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  RODMAN,  Attorney  for  Claimants. 

St.  Augusti.ve,  Xoveinber  29,  1823. 

[Translation.] 
PETITION'. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor: 

I,  Mr.  John  Russell,  a  new  settler  in  this  province,  do  appear  before  your  excellency,  and,  with  due 
respect  say  that  when  I  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  his  excellency 
Dcm  Juan  Jose  do  Estrada,  governor  pro  tempore  of  tiiis  province,  insinuated  to  me  that  the  gfivernment 
was  in  want  of  a  vessel,  the  sine  of  which  should  be  calculated  to  go  in  and  out  over  the  bar  of  this 
harbor;  and  that  as  the  funds  of  the  royal  treasury  were  exhausted,  and  such  vessel  could  not  be  paid  for 
in  specie,  they  would  be  glad  to  buy  it  and  pay  for  it  with  a  grant  of  land  proportioned  to  its  value.  In 
consequence  of  that  insinuation,  I  ordered  the  building  of  the  schooner  in  which  I  have  just  arrived  to 
this  port  with  my  family  and  some  of  my  slaves,  called  the  Perseverance,  of  fifty-eight  tons  burden,  draw- 
ing only  six  feet  when  loaded.  The  capacity  of  the  vessel  is  equal  to  three  hundred  tiour  barrels  and 
more;  her  timbers  and  materials  are  of  the  best  quality,  which  can  be  ascertained  by  a  survey  of  expe- 
rienced men;  on  account  of  all  which,  besides  being  a  fast  sailing  vessel,  she  is  well  calculated  for  this 
port,  and  I  ofler  the  same  to  the  government,  contenting  myself  to  receive  in  payment  for  it  the  title  of 
absolute  domain  and-property  to  four  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  in  some  part  of  this  province,  as  I 
may  fix  my  choice;  also,  the  absolute  title  of  such  lands  which  I  have  petitioned  for,  and  whicli  I  am 
entitled  to  in  virtue  of  my  headrights,  according  to  the  number  of  persons  composing  my  family  and  that 
of  my  slaves.  Therefore,  I  beg  your  excellency  to  consider  my  preceding  profiosal  as  being  actually  made, 
and  to  accept  it  should  your" excellency  deem  it  just  and  reasonable.  St.  Augustine  of  Florida,  July  8, 
1812. 

JOHN  RUSSELL. 

DECRKK. 

Let  the  governor  pro  tern.,  my  predecessor,  Don  Juan  Josii  de  Estrada,  give  such  information  as  may 
be  in  his  power. 

KINDELAN. 
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IXFORM.iTIOX. 

When  I  ailmitteJ  as  a  vassal  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  our  lord  Don  Ferdinand  VII,  the  petitioner, 
which  tdok  place  in  the  preceding  year  as  it  appears  by  the  oath  he  took,  which  is  registered  in  the  ofiSce 
of  the  secretary  of  the  g(jvernnient,  he  represented  to  me  that  in  Providence,  of  which  place  he  was  an 
inhabitant,  In;  had  left  on  the  stocks  a  schooner  in  which  he  intended  to  bring  to  this  place  his  family  and 
property,  and  he  believed  that  vessel  was  very  well  calcnlated  for  the  service  of  this  port,  and  he  would 
oft'er  it  "for  sale  to  tlie  administrator  of  the  royal  domain  in  case  it  would  suit.  Having  received  this 
information,  and  knowing  tiie  general  scarcity  of  specie  in  the  royal  treasury,  I  gave  him  to  understand, 
through  the  organ  of  Mr.  John  Forbes,  that  if  he  thought  proper  to  make  a  gracious  present  of  the  same 
to  the  Kin"-,  in  that  case,  as  soon  as  ho  would  take  possession  of  the  lands  which  he  was  to  have  as  a  new 
settler,  the  royal  title  to  them  would  be  immediately  granted  to  him,  which  otherwise  he  was  not  entitled  to 
until  after  having  cultivated  them  for  ten  years  without  intermission.  The  said  Forbes  insinuated  to  me 
that  the  proposal  had  not  been  disagreeable  to  the  petitioner,  who  answered  that  when,  in  due  time,  the 
vessel  with  otlier  circumstances  relating  to  it  would  be  examined,  he  would  then  enter  into  a  treaty  about 
it.  This  is  what  took  place  with  respect  to  that  business,  and  this  is  all  the  information  I  have  to  give 
your  excellency,  in  conformity  to  the  superior  decree  which  precedes.     St.  Augustine,  July  8,  1812. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTRADA. 


St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  8,  1812. 

Let  tiie  officers  of  the  royal  domain  give  their  information. 

KINDELAN. 

St.  Augustixe,  F/orida,  July  9,  1812. 

.  The  officers  of  the  royal  domain  observe  a  notable  diiference  between  the  exposition  of  Don  Juan 
Jose  de  Estrada — having  oflered  to  Mr.  John  Russell  the  title  of  property  to  the  lands  which  would  be 
awarded  to  him  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  comprising  his  family,  provided  he  would  convey 
to  the  royal  domain  the  property  of  the  schooner  said  to  be  building,  from  which  title  it  would  follow  that 
he  would  immediately  acquire  the  faculty  of  disposing  of  said  lands  as  he  would  think  fit,  which  other- 
wise he  could  not  do,  as  the  royal  title  to  them  would  not  be  granted  until  after  having  cultivated  them 
for  ten  years  together  and  proving  the  same  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  government,  and  the  exposition  of 
Russell,'  saying  that  four  tliousand  acres  more  were  oflered  to  him,  with  the  faculty  of  locating  them  where 
he  chose;  but  for  all  that,  considering  that  Russell  has  every  appearance  of  being  a  settler  of  good  faith; 
that  to  all  such  lands  are  granted  gratuitously;  tliat  a  great  number  of  acres  are  still  left  unceded,  and 
of  course  without  utility  to  anybody;  considering,  also,  the  situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves,  and  the 
want  of  such  a  vessel  as  the  proposed  schooner  is  said  to  be  for  the  service  of  this  port;  our  opinion  is 
that,  after  S()mewhat  reducing  the  number  of  acres,  or  in  case  of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  Russell  to  accede 
to  put  a  reduction,  his  proposal  ought  to  be  accepted  in  its  full  extent,  with  the  reserve,  however,  of  what 
his  Majesty  may  determine,  after  taking  cognizance  of  the  subjects,  and  with  the  reserve  of  what  may 
follow  from  the  survey  and  her  appraisement,  made  by  proper  judges,  of  the  said  vessel. 

MANUEL  LOPEZ. 


Let  this  be  communicated  to  the  interested  party,  who,  in  his  answer,  will  make  known  where  he 
wishes  to  locate  the  lands  he  petitions  for. 

KINDELAN. 

PETITION. 

To  his  excellency  the  goveriwr : 

I,  Mr.  John  Russell,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  with  due  respect  appear  before  your  excellency, 
and,  being  informed  of  the  decrees  and  informations  which  have  taken  place  relative  to  my  annexed  peti- 
tion, say  that,  as  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  lands  in  this  province,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
designate  precisely  the  site  of  the  four  tliousand  acres  alluded  to  in  my  first  petition,  but  I  do  promise, 
without  hesitation,  to  take  them  out  of  the  vacant  lands  situated  between  the  head  of  the  river  Matanzas 
and  the  river  Tomoca,  in  which  territory  the  surveyor  whom  the  governor  may  ajipoint  will  survey  them 
in  such  place  or  places  which  I  may  select,  and  in  which  are  also  located  the  lands  which,  as  a  new  settler, 
I  solicited,  which  may  be  seen  in  my  petition  recorded  in  the  secretary's  office;  as  to  tiie  notable  difference 
which  the  officers  of  the  royal  domain  observe  between  my  exposition  and  the  information  given  by  Don 
Juan  Jose  de  Estrada,  it  would  not  have  appeared  to  them  so  notable  if  they  had  read  my  first  petition 
with  more  attention.  In  no  part  of  it  do  I  say  that  four  thousand  acres  of  land  were  offered  to  me,  as  said 
officers  have  it;  my  proposal  is  clear,  plain,  and  just.  Besides,  as  the  value  of  my  schooner  is  greater 
than  that  of  the  lands  I  solicit  in  payment  of  it,  for  this  reason,  as  I  do  not  accede  to  the  reserve  men- 
tioned by  the  treasury  department,  of  submitting  ultimately  to  the  decision  of  a  superior  authority,  I 
expect  to  receive  the  lands  at  the  moment  I  deliver  up  my  vessel  in  the  manner  expressed  in  my  petition, 
and  the  business  will  be  then  concluded.  I  therefore  pray  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  deter- 
mine what  you  may  think  proper  on  the  subject. 

JOHN  RUSSELL. 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  10,  1812. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  10,  1812. 

Let  the  above  proceedings  be  carried  back  to  the  treasury  department,  in  order  that  the  officers  of 
the  same  may  make  their  remarks. 

KINDELAN. 
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INFORMATION. 


St.  ArcrsTiNE,  Florida,  Juhi  II,  1812. 
Any  one,  witliont  nuioli  meditation  bein.i;-  rei|uiroil  on  liis  part,  will  ])en'oivr  UkiI  Russell  wishes  to 
have  the  title  of  property  to  two  tracts  of  land — one  in  payment  for  his  srhmnior,  ami  the  other  on  his 
quality  of  a  new  settler,  according-  to  the  number  of  his  family;  and  that  Don  Juan  .losii  de  Estrada  spoke 
only  of  g-rauting  immediately  the  title  of  property  to  the  tract  wliicii  tlie  iietitioner  had  olitained  for  his 
lieadrig-hts  as  a  compensation  for  the  schooner;  but  the  treasury  department  waives  all  this,  although 
at  the  same  time  the  oflicers  of  the  same  are  .surprised  at  the  expressions  in  which  it  is  attem]ite(l  to  mak(; 
void  their  lirst  information;  and  tliey  arc  now  of  opinion  that  the  vessel  may  be  surveyed  and  ap|iraised 
by  the  King's  master  ship-carpenter  and  caulker,  he  being  the  only  judge  of  such  matters  in  this  place, 
and  by  the  captain  of  the  schooner  St.  Augustine,  Don  .Miguel  Acosta,  as  ijooii  as  he  arrives,  anil  wlio  it 
is  expected  will  arrive  in  a  very  short  time,     llowever,  your  excellency  will  <letermine  foi-  the  best. 


MAMKL  i,ori;z. 


PECRKE. 


St.  .\n;rsnNE,  Jiilij  11,  \><\i. 

Be  it  as  it  seems  proper  to  the  oflicers  of  the  royal  treasurj-,  who  will  app.iint  on  their  jiart  a  person 
to  superintend  the  proposeii  operations. 

,  KINDELAN. 

SURVEY. 

In  conformity  to  the  preceding  decree,  we  went  on  board  of  the  vessel  whicli  is  the  subject  of  this 
transaction.  We  examined  it  minutely,  also  evt'rything  respecting  the  masts  and  rigging  tliereof,  and, 
after  a  consultation  as  to  its  value,  we  believe,  according  to  our  knowledge  and  conscience,  that  it  is  worth 
two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  this  being  the  sum  resulting  from  the  inventory  which  was  taken.  The 
whole  proceeding  took  place  in  the  presence  of  Don  Tadeo  de  Arribas,  commissioned  by  the  treasurer  to 
superintend  the  survej'  and  the  appraisement.  In  proof  of  which,  we  sign  the  document  in  St.  Augustine 
Florida,  July  13,  1812. 

EAFAEL  DEAZ,  for  Don  Jllgiui  ^cn,-.'/(7,  h7io  cannot  I'iijn. 
FERNANDO  DE"  LA  MAZA  AKItEDUNDO. 

Under  my  inspection: 

T.U)E0    DE    AeRIBAS. 

DECREE. 

St.  Ai'fiusTixE,  July  1.5,  1812. 

Let  these  proceedings  be  returned  to  the  treasury  department  for  such  purposes  as  may  be 
convenient.  Annex  to  them  the  appraisement  which  has  been  made  in  detail  of  the  vessel  and  its  appur- 
tenances, the  hull,  the  sails,  &c.,  as  witlR.ut  such  document  it  is  impossible  to  judge  of  the  ajijiraisement. 

KINDELAN. 

INFORMATIO.N. 

St.  AuGUSTi.NE,  Florida,  Juli/  15,  1812. 

According  to  the  report  of  good  judges,  the  vessel  is  found  with  every  necessary  requisite,  is  in  good 
state  for  service,  and  well  calculated  to  go  in  and  out  over  the  bar  of  this  harbor,  which  is  very  bad.  The 
schooner  which  is  at  this  time  in  the  service  of  the  governor  was  formerly  the  launch  of  the  pilot  of  the 
bar,  and  for  a  long  time  was  employed  in  piloting  vessels  in  and  out;  it  was  afterwards  rigged  as  a 
schooner,  is  now  very  old,  and  is  not  worth  the  expense  of  putting  to  it  a  new  set  of  sails,  which  is  much 
wanted;  and  would  have  been  sold  in  the  Havana  last  year  if  a  vessel  could  have  been  procured  fit  for 
the  same  service.  From  these  circumstances,  from  the  difliculty  of  meeting  another  opportunity  as  good 
as  this,  and  from  the  scarcity  of  specie  in  the  royal  treasury,  it  appears  that  we  are  justified  and  author- 
ized to  take  advantage  of  this  opjiortunity,  without  waiting  for  the  decision  nf  his  Majesty,  who,  it  is 
believed,  will  approve  it  as  soon  as  he  is  well  informed  of  the  whole.  But  your  excellency  will  determine 
what  you  may  deem  most  proper.  Tlie  officers  of  the  department  of  the  royal  treasury  alistain  from 
speaking  aV)iiut  lands,  as  the  royal  orders  which  regulate  these  matters  have  never  been  communicated  to 
tlicm,  as  thej'  are  not  acquainted  with  the  localitj'  of  those  which  Russell  petitions  for,  as  they  do  not 
know  whether  tlie  same  are  or  are  not  claimed  by  some  other  persons,  as  tliey  are  ignorant  of  their  value, 
although  this  cannot  be  great,  where  there  is  still  so  much  land  unoccupied  and  distributing  gratis. 

MANUEL  LOPEZ. 

APPRAI.-^EMENT. 

St.  Augustine,  Ja!i/  15,  1812. 

In  conformity  to  the  decree  of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  this  place,  dated  this  day,  relative  to 
the  transactions  with  John  Russell,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  the  following  appraisement  has  been 
formed  by  the  master  ship-carpenter,  Don  Rafael  Deaz,  and  Don  Miguel  Acosta,  captain  of  the  King's 
schooner  the  St.  Augustine,  under  the  inspection  of  Don  Tadeo  de  Arribas,  commissioned  by  the  treasurer, 
Don  Manuel  Lopez,  comptroller  of  the  royal  treasury,  of  the  schooner  called  Perseverance,  commanded  by 
Don  Thomas  Forrest,  owned  by  the  children  of  the  said  Russell,  to  wit:  for  the  hull  of  the  schooner, 
which  measures  from  head  to  stern  54  feet  2i  inches,  l(i  feet  and  i  inch  beam;  her  hold  5  feet  10  inches 
deep,  and  o8i  tons  burden,  with  her  two  masts,  yards,  bowsprit,  topmast,  &c.,  §1,938. 

[Here  follows  the  appraisement  of  tlie  apjiarel  and  furniture  of  the  schooner,  which,  with  $1,038,  the 
sum  which  the  vessel,  masts,  yards,  &c.,  is  valued  at,  makes  the   amount  of  the  appraisement  at  $2,600.] 

RAI-WEL  DEAZ,  for  Don  Jligu.el  Atv^tu,  n-ho  cannot  write. 
SQUIRE  ARREDONDO. 
Under  my  inspection: 

Taueo  de  Arribas. 
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DECREE. 

St.  Acgustis'e,  July  17,  1812. 

I  approve  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  tlic  treasury  department;  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  let  the 
bargain  rchitive  to  the  said  schooner  be  concluded  with  every  requisite  formality,  and  let  the  title  of 
property  be  given  to  John  Kussell  to  four  tliousaud  acres  in  that  part  of  the  country  he  indicates  in  his  last 

petition. 

^      .  ,  KINDELAN. 

PETITION. 

To  his  excellency  (he  governor: 

I,  John  Russell,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  with  due  respect,  appear  before  your  excellency  and 
say  that,  knowing  the  purport  of  your  excellency's  decree  which  follows  the  proceedings  concerning  my 
said  schooner  rerscvorance,  to  which  1  gave  my  assent,  and  expect  at  the  same  time  to  receive  the  titles 
of  property  to  the  land  which  have  been  granted  to  me  as  a  new  settler,  of  which  1  make  mention  in  my 
first  petition;  in  coiisecpience  of  which  I  beg  your  excellency  to  order  that  the  title  of  property  to  the  four 
thousand  acres  which  1  am  to  receive  as  a  consideration  for  my  schooner,  and  the  title  of  property  to  the 
lands  ji-ranted  to  me  as  a  new  settler,  be  given  to  me  at  the  same  time. 

JOHN  RUSSELL. 

St.  Augustine,  July  17,  1812.  • 

DECREE. 

Let  the  treasury  department  inform  on  the  subject. 

KINDELAN. 

INFORM.iTION. 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  17,  1812. 

In  the  first  petition  which  Russell  presented  on  the  8th  instant  he  offered  his  schooner  on  the  condition 
that  he  would  receive  for  it  the  title  of  4,000  acres,  and  also  the  title  of  property  to  the  lands  which,  as  a 
new  settler,  he  had  petitioned  for,  proportioned  to  the  number  of  his  family;  and  the  decree  of  your  excel- 
lency of  j'esterday  refers  only  to  the  4,000  acres,  the  price  of  said  schooner.  The  officers  of  the  treasury 
are  ignorant  of  the  import  of  John  Russell's  petition,  as  they  have  already  said,  and  say  again,  that  they 
are  as  yet  unacquainted  with  the  royal  orders  by  which  such  matters  are  regulated;  but  it  appears  to 
them  that  if  the  title  of  property  be  given  to  the  petitioner  to  4,000  acres  in  consideration  of  his  schooner,, 
the  same  may  be  given,  also,  for  his  otlier  lands  as  a  new  settler,  particularly  as  we  understand  that, 
without  that  condition,  the  proportion  to  the  number  of  his  family  and  the  slaves  he  has  imported.  Your 
excellency  will,  nevertheless,  determine  what  you  will  deem  best. 

MANUEL  LOPEZ. 


DECREE. 


Let  the  above  be  communicated  to  the  interested  party. 


St.  Augustine,  July  20,  1812. 
KINDELAN. 


petition. 


To  his  excellency  the  governor: 

I,  John  Russell,  a  new  settler  in  this  province,  with  due  respect,  appear  before  j'our  excellency,  and 
having  received  notification  of  the  information  of  the  treasury  department,  and  of  the  decree  of  your 
excellency  annexed  to  it,  say  that,  as  all  the  timbers  of  my  schooner  are  mahogany,  it  is  worth  at  least 
$5,000,  although  the  surveyors  appointed  to  survey  and  appraise  her  have  limited  its  value  to  two  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars.  This  dirterence  is  owing  to  their  not  having  considered  the  intrinsic  value  of 
mahogany,  and  that  of  pine  and  other  inferior  timber,  which  do  not  cost  half  the  labor  which  the  mahogany 
does.  Therefore,  the  genuine  value  of  said  sclu)oner  ought  to  be  considered  equivalent  to  $5,000,  and  I 
would  not  take  less  for  her  if  1  was  to  he  paid  in  cash.  At  the  same  time  I  have  to  obser%'e  to  your 
excellency  that,  during  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  import  in  this  province  the  rest  of  my  slaves,  and,  considering  the  difficulty  of  exporting  negroes  from 
Bahama  islands,  1  shall  want  at  least  twelve  months  from  the  time  the  said  war  is  concluded  to  take  away 
my  slaves;  and,  as  I  wish  to  invest  the  greater  part  of  my  property  in  negroes,  I  have  to  beg  your  excel- 
lency to  delay  giving  me  the  title  to  the  lands  which  I  petitioned  for  on  the  22d  of  June  last  year,  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  term  mentioned;  and  as  sotin  as  this  is  granted  to  me,  together  with  the  title  of  property 
to  the  4,000  acres  of  land  already  decreed  by  your  excellency  on  the  16th  instant,  and  that  in  case  said 
lands  could  not  be  found  in  the  place  mentioned,  when  the  surveyor  shall  have  to  survey  them,  they  may 
be  located  in  the  part  known  under  the  name  of  Twelve-mile  swamp.  I  am  ready  to  deliver  faithfully  my 
vessel  to  the  government;  therefore  beg  your  excellency  to  accede  to  this  my  petition,  and  order  a  certificate 
of  the  document,  which  will  be  drawn  to  that  efl'ect,  be  given  to  me  to  serve  me  as  a  guarantee. 

JOHN  RUSSELL. 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  22,  1812.   . 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  July  22,  1812. 
Let  this  be  communicated  to  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  together  with  the  document  showing 
the  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  which  John  Russell  took  before  my  predecessor,  with  everything  relating 
to  this  business. 

KINDELAN. 
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IXFOKM.UIOX. 

Sr.  AiiirsTiNE,  Fhiridu,  Jnh/  -J."!,  Isl2. 
Mr.  Jolm  Knssi'll  doclarc<l  dii  Jiiiu'  10,  1811,  tlint.  lie  lirtd  in  I'l-ovidcncc  a  .schouiier,  t>'2  tmi.s  burden, 
worth  $6,000,  with  all  her  ajipanl,  and  one  hundred  ne;;-r(ii's,  and  thai  he  wished  to  iniiinrt  the  wlmle  tc) 
this  pro\inee;  that,  in  tlic  same  ulaee,  he  had  landed  pro|)erty  to  tlie  amount  of  S1."),000,  nineteen  hor.ses, 
four  hundred  sheep,  and  si.xty  head  of  cattle.  lie  has  now  lirou,!.;-ht  property  to  the  amount  of  §7,001  h7 
in  eflects,  hcuisehold  furniture,  slu'ep  and  horses,  ineluding'  his  schooner,  valued,  as  he  says,  at  §r),000. 
He  has  also  brouj;-ht  his  wife  and  chihlreii,  and  ei.t^-hteen  slaves.  What  he  ]ietitions  for  now  "ap|iears  to  lie 
reasonable,  and  the  oilicers  of  tlu>  treasury  department,  and  that  the  title  of  the  priip(>rty  may  be  j;-iven  In 
him  now  according  to  the  number  of  his  I'aniily  he  presents,  to}2,-ether  with  tin;  title  lo  fimr  tlinusand  acies 

already  granted  him  for  hi.s  schooner,   and  keep  in  reserve  for  him  lnr  the  sjiace  nf  ten  or  twdvi'  i Ihs 

after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  betwi'cn  Great  Britain  and  the  I'nited  .States,  the  l.uid  cnnti-uims  tn  \\n'. 
first  grant,  in  order  to  enlarge  it  in  proportion  to  the  innnber  of  hands  hi'  will  impmt,  and  nnt  grant  the 
said  lands  reserved  for  John  linssell  to  anybody  else,  although  petitioned  for,  until  the  expiration  of  the 
stipulated  period,  and  then  onl\-  the  government  will  be  at  liberty  to  grant  the  said  reserved  lands  to  any- 
body they  please,  in  case  John  Kussell  sliould  not  have  completed  the  importation  of  what  he  has  nientione<l 
in  his  declaration.  If  your  excellency  agree  that,  in  conformity  to  this  opinion,  the  saiil  titles  of  properly 
may  be  granted  to  the  petitioner,  you  will  be  i)leased  also  to  order  the  d(divery  of  the  said  schooner  to 
Captain  Miguel  Acosta,  with  all  the  articles  nienfioned  in  the  inventory,  and  whatever  may  belong  to  the 
said  vessel,  and  might  not  have  been  included  in  said  inventory,  and  would  be  necessary  for  the  mivigation 
of  the  same;  and  also  the  delivery  of  a  certified  copy  of  all  these  proceedings  to  the  petitioner  according 
to  his  wish. 

MANUEL  LOPEZ. 

OATH. 

I,  Don  Tomas  dc  Aguilar,  secretary  jn-o  tern,  of  this  government,  certify  that,  in  the  book  No.  10,  in 
which  are  registered  the  oaths  of  fidelity  which  the  non-settler  takes,  the  liath  taken  by  John  I'ussell  ia 
registered  in  the  second  folio,  the  tenor  of  which  is  as  follows:  "  In  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  on 
June  10,  ISll,  before  his  excellency  the  governor  pro  fern,  of  this  place  and  province,  the  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  army,  Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada,  appeared  Mr.  John  I'ussell,  born  in  South  Carolina  at  the 
time  it  was  a  possession  of  the  I^ritish  crown,  married  and  having  five  children,  three  of  whom  between 
sixteen  and  twenty-five  years  old,  and  the  other  two  above  eight  years  old,  ship-carpenter  bj-  trade,  but 
now  dedicates  himself  to  agriculture,  and  of  tlie  Protestant  persuasion;  under  which,  and  with  every  form 
required  by  law,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  the  presence  of  the  secr(,'tary,  deceased,  and  promised  to 
keep  fidelity  and  remain  a  faithful  vassal  to  our  sovereign  the  Lord  Don  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  and  to  be 
faithful  to  the  authorities  constituted  in  his  name,  to  bear  arms  in  defence  of  the  province  against  any 
enemy  that  would  intend  to  invade  it,  and  submit  entirely  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom.  After  having 
taken  said  oath,  he  took  another  relating  to  his  property,  and  said  that,  in  the  harbor  of  Providence,  he 
has  a  schooner  of  60  tons  which  he  values  at  $5,000,  and  a  parcel  of  sails  and  rigging  worth  about  §1,000; 
one  hundred  negroes  in  Nassau,  ciglity  of  whom  are  above  sixteen  years  old,  and  the  remaining  from 
eight  to  sixteen  years  old;  also,  landed  projierty  to  the  value  of  §1,500  situated  in  said  place  of  Nassau; 
nineteen  horses,  four  hundred  sheep,  and  sixty  head  of  cattle;  the  whole  of  which,  or  the  value  thereof, 
he  intends  to  import  to  this  province,  and  dedicate  himself  to  the  agriculture;  and  he  signed  the  same 
with  his  excelleiu-y  the  governor,  and  the  above-mentioned  office,  and  which  I  affirm."' 

ESTILVDA. 

JOHN  RUSSELL. 

TOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 
Before  me —  , 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARET.V,  Xolanj  of  Gonrnmcn/. 

And  in  conformity  of  the  preceding  decree,  I  deliver  the  present  copj^  in  St.  Augustine,  July  28, 
1812. 

TOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

I'ETITniX. 

To  his  exceUcncy  the  governor: 

Mr.  John  Russell,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  with  due  respect,  appears  before  your  excellency, 
and  says  that  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  with  the  sincere  intention 
to  dedicate  himself  and  the  slaves  he  has,  manifested  in  tlie  solenm  act  of  liis  oath,  to  the  agricidture,  and 
all  the  slaves  whom  he  may  acijuire,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  land  and  other  property  which  he  has 
declared  he  owned  on  Bahama  islands;  and  in  order  to  realize  the  said  project  in  its  due  time,  he  humbly 
begs  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  to  him  1,200  acres  of  uncleared  lands,  situated  west  of 
the  river  Halifax,  bounded  north  by  lands  granted  to  Mr.  Farquhar  Bethunc,  and  south  by  lands  als(j 
granted  to  Mr.  Patrick  Dean;  and  three  thousand  acres,  or  the  complement  of  what  he  is  to  have 
according  to  the  number  of  his  family  and  slaves,  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tomoca,  or  where  it 
is  limited  by  the  said  river  Halifax,  bounded  south  by  lands  granted  to  Mrs.  Russell  Orniond,  widow  of 
James  Ormond,  running  north,  and  concluding  both  sides  of  the  Smith's  road,  until  the  point  which 
wdl  terminate  the  lands  petitioned  for;  and  says  he  conforms  himself  to  what  his  Majesty  may  jilease 
to  determine,  as  to  the  quantity  allotted,  and  the  conditions  of  the  grant.  The  whole  of  which  is  a  favor 
which  he  expects  to  receive  from  the  known  justice  of  vour  excellencv. 

JOHN  RU.-SELL. 

St.  AiGusTi.NE,  Florida,  June  19,  1811. 

DECREE. 

Reserving  to  act  on  the  petition  of  John  Russell  at  the  time  he  sliall  liave  imported  the  propcrtj'  he 
has  sworn  to,  let  the  officers  of  the  secretary's  office,  where  the  said  petition  will  be  kept  in  reserve  until 

VOL.  VI 86  c 
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said  period,  inform  the  petitioner  of  the  method  adopted,  and  the  conditions  prescribed  by  this  government 
in  grants  of  a  similar  nature;  and  to  the  whole  of  wliich  due   attention  will  be  paid  with  respect  to  the 

errants  now  in  question. 

^  ^  ESTRADA. 

'  QUINTANO. 

I,  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  secretary  pro  tern,  of  this  government,  do  certify  that  the  preceding  copy  is 
faithfully  drawn  from  the  original,"  which  remains  in  the  secretary's  office  under  my  charge;  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  decree  of  his  excellency,  I  deliver  the  present  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  18,  1812. 
•^  TOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

•  DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  July  28,  1812. 

In  consequence  of  these  proceedings,  and  of  the  information  of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  relat- 
ing to  the  acquisition  of  the  schooner  proposed  by  John  Russell  to  the  government  in  exchange  for  vacant 
lands,  it  is  liereby  declared  that  the  said  Russell  is  lawfully  and  absolutely  proprietor  of  67.5  acres  of 
land,  to  be  in  the' vacant  lauds  west  of  the  river  Halifax,  bounded  north  by  lands  granted  to  Mr.  Farquhar 
Bethune,  and  south  by  others  also  granted  to  Mr.  Patrick  Dean,  according  to  the  said  number  of  675 
acres  to  the  family  wliich  Russell  now  presents,  at  the  rate  of  50  acres  to  himself,  and  the  same  number 
to  his  wife,  both  being  head  of  family,  and  25  acres  for  every  one  of  his  five  children  and  18  slaves, 
according  to  the  customary  rule  oliserved  in  granting  lands,  and  a  reserve  will  be  made;  but  no  grant 
will  be  given  of  2,050  acres,  which  will  be  the  complement  for  the  one  hundred  slaves  which  he  said  he 
would  import,  which  reserved  lands  will  be  granted  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  hands  he  will  import; 
said  reserve  will  have  the  full  force  for  the  space  of  ten  months  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  the  case  John  Russell,  in  the  specified 
time,  had  not  imported  more  hands,  then  the  government  will  be  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  said  lands  as  they 
please.  It  is  also  hereby  declared  that  John  Russell  is  equally  absolute  proprietor  of  the  4,000  acres  of 
land  mentioned  in  my  decree  of  the  16th  instant,  situated  between  the  Matanzas  and  Tomoca  rivers;  and 
in  case  that,  at  the  time  the  surveyor  will  go  and  survey  them,  the  said  number  of  acres  will  not  be  found, 
let  it  be  completed  in  that  uncleared  tract  called  Twelve-miles  swamp;  and  after  ascertaining  the  measure- 
ments and  lioundarics,  which  cannot  be  known  now,  the  title  of  property  will  be  granted  to  John  Russell, 
and,  in  the  interim,  the  certificates  he  solicits  will  be  to  him  as  an  equivalent  of  the  titles  in  form.  And 
he  will  receive  said  certificate  from  the  witness  and  assistant,  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo  and  Don  Bernardo 
Jose  Segui,  as  the  only  notary  of  the  government  and  province  is  very  sick.  Let  this  determination  be 
made  known  to  John  Russell,  in  order  that,  in  virtue  thereof,  he  deliver  the  schooner  to  the  officers  of  the 
royal  domain,  and  with  her,  all  her  appurtenances,  of  which  the  treasury  department  will  receive  due 
notice;  let  it  be  understood  that  said  schooner  will  henceforward  be  called  the  Barharita,  and  will  be 
manned  by  a  captain,  a  pilot,  a  boatswain,  and  five  sailors;  let  a  consultation  take  place  to  determine  the 
precise  salary  of  everj-  one  of  them;  and  let  this  be  communicated  to  the  officers  of  the  royal  treasury 
that  they  may  carry  it  into  eflect. 

KINDELAN. 

[Here  this  part  of  the  rccorel  contains  irrelevant  matter.] 


To  his  excellency  the  governor : 

Mr.  John  Russell,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  respectfully  represents  to  your  excellency  that,  as 
he  is  entitled  to  4,000  acres  of  land,  situated  between  the  rivers  Matanzas  and  Tomoca,  which  the  govern- 
ment thought  fit  to  grant  him  in  exchange  for  a  schooner  to  him  belonging;  and  also  to  615  acres  of  land 
west  of  the  river  Halifax,  corresponding  with  the  number  of  persons  composing  his  family,  and  which  he 
manifested  in  his  oath  when  he  was  admitted  as  a  new  settler,  with  the  reserve  that  said  grant  would  be 
increased  after  completing  the  introduction  of  his  slaves;  and  as  he  wishes  to  have  the  two  tracts  surveyed, 
and  as  there  is  no  survej'or  general  in  this  place  to  do  it,  he  begs  your  excellencj'  may  be  pleased  to 
authorize  to  that  effect  Mr.  William  Lawrence,  who  is  acquainted  with  that  possession,  and  has  performed 
the  duties  of  it  in  the  case  of  other  persons  And  the  petitioner  doubts  not  that  he  will  receive  this  favor 
from  the  well-known  justice  of  your  excellency. 


St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  29,  1813. 

DECREE. 

Let  the  comptroller's  office  inform  on  the  subject. 


JOHN  RUSSELL. 

St.  Augustine,  3Iarch  1,  1813. 
KINDELAN. 


IXFORM.VTIO.V. 

St.  Augustine,  March  10,  1813. 
In  the  decree  of  your  excellencj-,  dated  July  28,  1812,  it  was  ordered  to  give  to  John  Russell  a  copy 
of  the  whole  proceedings  relating  to  the  mentioned  lauds,  in  order  that  the  said  copy  should  serve  him  as 
an  equivalent  of  the  titles  of  projierty  which  would  be  given  to  him  in  due  form  as  soon  as  the  said  lands 
could  be  surveyed,  the  measurement  and  boundaries  being  unknown  at  the  said  date.  In  the  same  decree 
it  was  ordered  to  keep  in  reserve,  for  the  use  of  John  Russell,  until  ten  months  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
present  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  as  much  land  as  corresponded  to 
the  complement  of  100  negroes,  whom  he  declared  he  would  import,  after  which  period  the  government 
was  to  be  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  said  lands  in  case  that  the  petitioner  should  not  then  have  brought  a 
greater  number  of  hands.  Ci)nsidering  the  above  circumstance,  and  considering  also  that  every  time 
Kusscll  would  Ining  in  more  hands  the  survey  should  be  repeated,  it  appears  that,  as  the  copy  he  has 
obtamed  is  equivalent  to  the  title  itself,  the  want  of  which  cannot  be  prejudicial  to  him,  as  in  such  a  case 
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St.  AiGisTiNK,  Marrh  ID,  1813. 

Lot  it  be  done  in  couforniity  t(i  the  npiiiidU  of  tlie  comptroller.     Tlierefore  let  tiic  copy  calleil  f(ir  liy 

the  oflicer  be  drawn  by  Don  Juan  Kutral_i;d  ami  Don  Jose  Bernardo  Sej^-iii,  who,  after  haviiij^-  accepted  the 

commi.ssion,  and  sworn  to  the  t'ullihnent  of  it,  will  serve  as  witnesses  ami  assistants  in  lieu  of  the  notary; 

and  all  this  being-  done,  let  it  be  annexed  to  the  former  proceedings,  and  delivered  to  the  interested  party. 

KINDKLAN. 

I'F.TITIO.V. 

To  his  cxcdlencij  the  governor: 

Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez,  a  plant(>r  of  this  province,  with  due  rcs])ect  to  your  excellency,  repre- 
sents that,  for  reasons  which  may  be  important  t(j  him,  it  is  necessary  to  him  that  the  annexed  document 
in  the  Engdish  languag-e  should  be  translated  into  the  Sjianish  idiom;  and  to  that  etleet  ho  begs  your 
excellency  to  be  pleased  to  order  the  translatiim  to  be  made  by  a  capable  person;  after  which,  that  the 
original  be  returned  to  him,  and  ho  will  promijtly  defray  the  expenses  attending  it.  This  favor  he  expects 
from  the  justice  of  your  excellency. 

JOSEPH  M.  HEKXANDEZ. 

St.  Augcstixe,  Florida,  January/  31,  1820. 

DECREE. 

St.  Acgustixe,  February/  1,  1820. 

The  presentation  of  the  annexed  document  is  acknowledged,  and,  as  there  is  no  public  interpreter, 
let  it  be  translated  by  Don  Bernardo  Segui,  who  is  capable  to  do  it;  let  his  acceptation  and  oath  be  pre- 
viouslj'  received  before  the  present  notary,  and,  after  it  is  done,  let  the  information  of  it  be  given. 

('OPl'INGER. 
Before  me — ■ 

JUAN  DE  EXTKALGO,  Kolanj  of  Government. 

St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Don  Jose  Mariano 
Hernandez;  to  which  I  certify. 

ENTRALGO. 

NOTIFIC.WION    and    O.iTH    OF    THE    INTERPRETER. 

On  the  same  day  I  notified  to  Don  Bernardo  Segui  the  appointment  of  interpreter,  given  to  him  in 
the  said  decree,  who,  after  having  taken  cognizance  of  it,  said  he  accepted,  and  did  accept  it,  promising 
under  his  oath,  legally  taken,  to  exercise  well  and  faitlifuUy  the  functions  of  this  ciiarge  to  tlic  utmost  of 
his  understanding  and  knowledge,  and  signed  the  same;  to  which  I  certify. 

BERNARDO  SEGUI. 
Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

[Translation.] 

POWER    OF    ATTORNEY. 

Georgia,  Glynn  County : 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Mary  Russell,  of  the  State  and  county  aforesaid,  administratrix  of  John  Russell, 
formerly  an  inhabitant  of  the  province  of  East  Florida,  in  virtue  of  various  causes  and  considerations 
which  move  me  thereunto,  have  appointed,  ordained,  authorized,  and  elected,  and  by  this  do  ajipoint, 
ordain,  authorize,  and  elect,  Mr.  Jose  M.  Hernandez,  of  the  province  of  East  Florida,  my  true  and  legal 
attorney,  in  order  that  forme,  and  in  my  name,  and  for  my  personal  u.se  and  benelit,  he  may  ask,  demand, 
present  himself  to  collect  and  receive  all  such  sums  of  money,  debts,  and  other  claims  that  might  be  due 
to  the  estate  of  my  husband,  deceased,  and  to  make  use,  in  my  name,  of  all  the  means  the  law  re(iuires  to 
obtain  the  recovery  of  the  same,  to  attach  if  nocessarj-,  or  to  compromise  and  liquidate  with  the  cor- 
responding and  sufficient  discharge;  and  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  for  mo  in  all  uiy  alfairs  and  legal 
acts  with  the  necessary  latitude,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  I  was  personally  present,  appoint  attorneys 
under  him,  and  revoke  them  as  he  thinks  tit,  and  give  to  the  said,  my  attorney,  the  most  ample  faculties 
which  in  right  belongs  to  him  as  such 

In  testimony  thereof,  I  sign  and  seal  the  present  power  December  16,  1819,  and  in  the  forty-fourth 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

MARY  RUSSELL,  [l.  s.] 

Acknowledged,  signed,  and  sealed  in  our  presence. 

George  Marsh,  Justice  nf  the  Peace. 

T.  Abrahams,  Notiry  Public  of  Glynn  county. 

The  preceding  translation  is  well  and  faithfully  made,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
understanding,  and  I  refer  to  the  original  thereof;  and,  in  conformity  to  the  superior  mandate,  I  draw 
and  sign  it  in  St.  Auffustine,  Florida,  February  3,  1S20. 

BERNARDO  SEGUI. 
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DECREE. 

St.  ArousTiNE,  February  3,  1820. 
I  have  seen  tlio   proccdingr  translation,  and  let  the  same  be  communicated  to  the  petitioner  for  his 
legal  purposes.  COPPINGER. 

Before  me — 


JUAN  DE  EXTRALGO. 


NOTIFICATION. 


St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  present  decree  to  Don  Jose  Mariano 
Ilemandczrwhich'l  certily.  ENTRALGO. 

PETITION. 

St.  Augustine,  February  3,  1820. 

Don  Josti  Mariano  Hernandez,  a  planter  of  this  province,  respectfully  represents  to  your  excellency 
that  the  documents,  and  the  translation  thereof  annexed,  prove  that  he  is  fully  authorized  by  Mrs.  Maria 
Russell  willow  and  administratrix  of  Mr.  John  Russell,  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  attend 
to  all  the  business  which  he  left  undecided  in  it;  and  as  he  must  always  have  before  him  said 
instrument  for  the  legal  uses  of  his  commission,  and  in  order  that  the  same  may  not  be  mislaid,  the 
petitioner  begs  your  excellency  may  be  pleased  to  order  the  present  secretary  to  give  him  a  certified  copy 
of  the  power  aforesaid,  and  to  record  the  original  thereof  in  the  public  archives,  there  to  remain  safe 
ao-ainst  any  accident.  Therefore,  may  it  please  your  excellency  to  provide  in  conformity  to  this  petition; 
w^iich  favor  is  exoected  from  the  known  justice  of  your  excellency. 

^  JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 


i         •  '  St.  Augustine,  7^(S6?'!M?')/ 4,  1820. 

Granted.  ■  '     ■ 

.....  •         :  .  COPPINGER. 

Before  me — • 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

NOTIFICATION. 

St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Don  Jose  Mariano 
Hernandez;  which  I  certify. 

ENTRALGO. 

It  is  conformable  to  the  originals,  which  remain  in  the  archives  under  my  charge;  and,  in  obedience 
to  superior  orders,  I  seal  and  sign  the  present  certified  copy  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  5,  1820. 

JUAN[  DE  ENTRALGO. 

PETITION.      .    '      \        \.  '   ■■       , 

To  his  excellency  the  governor: 

Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez,  a  planter  of  this  province,  in  his  capacity  of  attorney  of  Mrs.  Maria 
Russell,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Mr.  John  Russell,  as  it  is  proved  by  the  power  duly  annexed,  with 
due  respect  represents  to  your  excellency  that  in  the  year  1812  the  government  admitted  as  a  new  settler 
of  this  province  the  said  Russell,  deceased.  He  brought  to  this  place  from  the  island  of  New  Providence, 
as  part  of  his  property  a  schooner,  which  he  proposed  to  convey  to  the  treasury  department  in  exchange 
for  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  the  title  of  property  to  such  as  were  granted  to  him  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  his  family  and  slaves,  in  his  quality  of  a  new  settler;  and  the  government  having  acceded 
to  the  said  proposition,  as  it  is  proved  by  the  documents  recorded  in  the  secretary's  office,  he  petitioned 
that  the  four  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  for  the  consideration  of  said  schooner  might  be  located  and 
surveyed  between  the  rivers  Matanzas  and  Tomoca,  which  so  essential  a  requisite  did  not  take  place  for 
reasons  detailed  in  said  proceedings,  in  which  the  government  offers  to  interfere  in  his  behalf  against  any 
other  claimant,  in  order  that,  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  acres  could  not  be  found  unlocated  in  the 
place  aforesaid,  he  may  be  entitled  to  complete  the  same  in  the  swamp  called  the  Twelve-mile  swamp. 
The  said  John  Russell  having  taken  sick  and  died  in  Fernandina,  his  widow  met  with  many  difficulties 
to  import  the  remainder  of  the  slaves  whom  she  owned  in  New  Providence,  and  lost  by  that  the  hope  of 
obtaining  more  lands  than  those  which  were  granted  to  them  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  to  this 
province,  and,  by  the  same  reasons,  was  prevented  from  petitioning  again  for  the  location  and  survey  of 
said  lands;  which  location  and  survey  are  indispensable  circumstances,  although  she  considers  herself  as 
the  absolute  proprietor  of  said  land,  in  virtue  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid.  Therefore,  she  now  petitions 
that  the  said  location  and  survey  may  be  carried  into  eflect  in  the  place  designated  by  the  surveyor,  Don 
George  Clarke,  who  is  now  in  this  city,  and  she  begs  your  excellency  to  order  in  conformity  to  her  petition, 
which  act  of  justice  she  expects  from  the  correct  administration  of  your  excellency.  St.  Augustine, 
February  8,  1820. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

DECREE. 

Let  the  power  of  attorney  which  has  been  presented  be  annexed  to  the  proceedings  referred  to,  and  let 
the  whole  be  presented  aifain. 

COPPINGER. 

Before  me—  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notary  of  Government. 
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XiiTIKICATIilX. 

In  St.  Anpustinc,  in  tlie  sauii'  mhhiIIi  ;iii(l  yi-;ir,  1  iidtilieil  the  iirccriliu;;'  ilcricc  tu  11. .n  .li.si-  Miiiiunu 
Hernandez;  wliieh  I  certil'v. 

KNTKAI.CO. 

DECKKE. 

St.  Arca'sTiNE,  Ffhniar;/  11,  ls2(i. 
Having  seen,  let  the  survey,  as  solieited,  l>e  made  liv  the  surveyor,  (ienrge  Clarke. 

CtJlMMNiiKi;. 
Before  inc — 

JUAN  DE  KXTRALGO,  Nulanj  of  Govrmin,'!,!. 

NOTIFIC.-iTIilN'. 

In  St.  Aug'ustine,  on  the  same  day,  niontli  and  year,  I  notiiied  the  preceding  decree  tu  Dun  Jd.se 
Mariano  Hernandez;  to  which  I  certil'v. 

ENTRAL(;0. 

I'KTITIO.V. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor:  v. 

Don  Santiago  Russell,  an  inliabitant  of  this  [irnvinee,  with  due  respect,  represents  to  your  e.xeellency 
tliat,  I'or  the  purposes  whicli  may  lie  convenient  to  him,  he  linds  it  necessary  that,  liy  the  inti/rpreter  wliom 
your  excoUency  may  authorize  to  that  etl'ect,  the  annexed  English  document  may  lie  translated  in  the 
Spanish  language.  Therefore,  he  begs  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  same  to  be  done,  and 
he  will  pav  the  expenses  thereof     Florida,  June  13,  1S21. 

JAMES  KUSSELL. 

DECREE. 

St.  Ai'crsTiNF.,  June  \'.'>.  1S21. 

The  annexed  document  is  )ircsented,  and,  as  there  is  no  public  interpreter,  let  the  translation  be  made 
by  Hon  Bernardo  Segui,  after  his  having  acceiited  and  sworn  to  his  commission;  and  when  done,  let  it  be 
brought  forward. 

COPPIXGEU. 
Bcfor    mc — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notary  of  Government. 

NOTIFICATION'. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  montli  and  year,  I  uotiticd  the  preceding  decree  to  Mr.  James 
Russell ;  to  which  I  certify. 

ENTRALtiO. 

NOTIFICATION,   .ACCEPT.iTION,   AND^  O.ATH. 

On  the  same  day  I  notified  to  Don  Bernardo  Segui  the  appointment  of  interpreter  given  to  him;  and 
he  said  that  he  accepted  it,  and  did  accept  it,  jiromising,  under  his  legal  oath,  to  exercise  well  and  faithfully 
the  functions  of  his  commission  according  to  his  best  knowledge  and  understanding,  and  signed;  to  which 

I  certifv. 

BERNARDO  SEGUI. 

Before  me—  j^-  ^y  j,j.  ENTRALGO. 

[Translation.] 

Island  of  Bahama,  New  Providence  : 

In  the  name  of  God.  amen.  I,  John  Russell,  of  the  island  of  St.  Salvador,  do  give,  make  known,  and 
declare  this  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament:  I  give,  bequeath,  and  leave  all  the  property,  real  and 
personal,  I  may  possess  in  these  islands,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  anywhere  else,  ti.>  my  consort, 
Maria  Russell,  and  to  my  children,  Isabel  Russell,  James  Russell,  James  Hunter  Russell,  William  Edward 
Russell,  Richard  Henry  Russell,  Maria  Amelia  Anna  Russell,  and  to  any  other  child  my  consort  aforesaid 
may  have  by  me  in  future,  for  them  or  their  survivors;  to  have  and  to  hold  said  property  in  equal  parts 
or  proportions,  subject  to  the  directions,  limitations,  and  restrictions  which  will  be  detailed,  to  wit:  It  is 
my  will  that  all  my  property'  be  united  and  managed,  under  the  direction.s.  of  my  executor  or  executors 
who  will  be  named,  in  the  most  advantageous  manner  for  the  benefit  of  all  my  legatees  aforesaid,  until 
the  youngest  surviving  child  be  twenty-one  years  old,  if  it  is  a  male  child,  and  eighteen  years  old  if  it  is 
a  female  child,  and  then  an  equal  division  of  my  property  will  take  place  among  the  survivors;  and 
should  any  of  my  children  during  the  minority  of  the  youngest  marry,  or  should  any  other  circumstance 
occur  which  would  make  it  necessarj-  to  appraise  said  property,  I  charge  and  authorize  my  executors,  in 
behalf  of  my  children,  to  pay  the  most  prudent  attention,  so  that  every  one  may  have  their  d«e  proportion, 
and  to  that  effect  to  apprais'e  the  property  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  leave  undivided 
the  remainder  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  other  legatees;  and  I  declare  that  it  is  also  my  wisli  that, 
should  any  of  my  children  die  and  leave  after  them  lawful  heirs,  the  said  heirs  shall  have  the  portion  due 
to  the  deceased;  otherwise,  said  portion  will  be  added  to  the  common  stock  and  belong  to  the  surviving 
legatees.  I  do  elect  and  appoint  as  my  executor  and  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  my 
consort  aforesaid,  my  son,  James  Hunter  Russell,  and  Robert  Leach,  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  I  do 
hereby  revoke  and  annul  whatever  other  disposition  I  may  have  made  before  this  moment.     In  testimony 
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of  which,  I,  Jolm  Russell,  testator  aforesaid,  do  sign  and  seal  this  instrument  on  the  18th  January,  of  the 

year  of  our  Lord  1811.  x^tt-v-  ^.tti-ot^t  t     r 

•'  JOHN   RUSSELL.  [l.s.I 

Signed,  scaled,  made  known,  and  declared  by  John  Russell,  testator  aforesaid,  to  be  his  last  will  and 
testament,  in  our  presence;  and  at  his  request,  and  in  the  presence  of  all  of  us,  we  have  subscribed  our 
names.     Fernandina,  August  1,  1814. 
AVitncsses:   John  Ahmstro.vu. 
I).\viD  Bethell. 
J.  F.  Thomi'so.v. 

The  preceding  will  has  been  opened  in  our  presence. 

'  °  FILIPE  R.  YONGE. 


SECRET.iuy's  Office,  Glynn  County: 

Registered  in  the  book  D,  folio  10,  this  31st  day  of  May,  1815. 


FARQUIIAR   BETHUNE. 


T.  ABRAHAMS. 


GEORCin,  Glynn  County: 

Before  rae,  P.  Gibson,  magistrate  in  said  county,  personally  appeared  Mr.  John  Armstrong,  of  the 
island  of  Bahama,  now  a  resident  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  declared  that  the  said 
Jolm  Russell  signed,  sealed,  and  made  known,  and  declared  the  preceding  instrument  to  be  his  last  will 
and  testament,  and  that  witness,  together  with  David  Bethell  and  F.  J.  Thompson,  subscribed  their  names 
thereto,  having  been  called  to  witness  the  same.  Witness  also  declares  that  when  the  testator  aforesaid 
executed  said  will  he  was  in  a  good  state  of  health,  and  enjoying  the  mental  faculties  unimpaired. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  May,  1815. 

P.  GIBSON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  preceding  translation  is  well  and  faithfully  made  according  to  my  best  knowledge  and  under- 
standing, for  which  I  refer  to  the  original;  and,  in  conformity  to  superior  orders,  I  sign  the  present  in  St. 
Augustine,  of  Florida,  June  14,  1821. 

BERNARDO  SEOUL 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  June  14,  1821. 

Let  the  preceding  be  delivered  to  the  petitioner,  who  will  use  it  according  to  right. 

COPPINGER. 
Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

NOTIFICATION. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Mr.  James 
Russell:  wliicii  I  certify. 

ENTRALGO. 

PETITION. 

Mrs.  Maria  Russell,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  in  the  proceedings  that  have  occurred  before  the 
tribunal  of  your  excellency  relating  to  4,000  acres  of  land,  granted  as  an  equivalent  of  the  vessel  which 
my  husband,  deceased,  sold  to  his  Majesty  for  the  public  service  of  this  place,  which  vessel  was  then 
called  the  Per.severance,  and  afterwards  the  Barbarita,  and  to  075  acres  which  are  granted  agreeably  to 
the  number  of  our  family,  and  of  the  slaves  whom  we  imported  in  this  province,  in  the  most  proper  form 
my  right  may  require,  which  right  was  acknowledged  by  the  act  of  this  government,  dated  July  28,  1812, 
which  comprehends  the  two  grants  aforesaid,  appears  before  3'our  excellency,  in  the  person  of  my  attorney, 
and  say  that,  in  consequence  of  my  petition  having  been  acceded  to,  as  appears  by  said  act,  dated  February 
11,  1820,  I  took  the  necessary  measures  to  ascertain  the  survey  of  the  wooded  lands  to  be  found  in  the 
territory  situated  west  of  the  river  Halifax,  bounded  north  by  lands  belonging  to  Mr.  Farquhar  Bethune, 
and  south  by  lands  belonging  to  Mr.  Patrick  Dean,  where  the  015  acres  belonging  to  my  farailj'  are  to  be 
located,  and  the  4,000  acres  to  be  located  from  the  head  of  the  river  Matanzas  to  the  river  Tomoca  is 
more  minutely  explained  in  said  act,  dated  July  28,  1812;  but  it  appears  that  after  the  surveyor,  Mr. 
George  Clarke,  had  taken  the  points  my  deceased  husband  fixed  upon,  in  conformity  to  the  grants,  that 
all  times  they  may  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  survey,  which  the  superior  decrees  declare  in  the  most  ample 
manner  ought  to  be  favorably  made  in  behalf  of  the  grantee,  I  find  that  within  the  limits  of  the  points 
alluded,  to  the  government  has  granted  four  tracts,  to  wit:  one  of  800  acres  to  Mr.  Isaac  Wicks;  one  of 
1,100  acres  to  Mr.  P.  Lynch;  one  of  500  acres  to  Mr.  James  Darley;  and  another  of  a  smaller  size  to  Mrs. 
Mariano  Wicks.  Therefore,  in  addition  that  these  new  grantees  in  no  case  whatever  can  or  ought  to 
prejudice  my  right,  as  their  grants  are  subsequent  to  the  conclusion  of  my  contract  with  the  government, 
and  as  mj'  singular,  extraordinary,  and  privileged  requisition  cannot  have  any  relation,  or  meet  with  any 
Competition  with  any  of  them,  except  that  they  ought  to  be  ejected  from  their  assumed  points,  I  will 
ofler  to  your  excellency  other  short  reflections,  by  which  your  excellency  will  see  that  in  the  case 
that  I  should  wish  to  occupy  the  vacant  lands  they  have  left,  my  acquisition  would  be  illusory,  as 
said  lands  ui'e  of  no  value  whatever,  as  it  appears  that  these  new  grantees  have  located  their  grants 

on  the  only  spots  that  would  give  a  value  to  mine,  which,  without or  equivocation,  is  to  consist 

of  wooded  lands,  for  which  very  reason  the  government,  in  case  I  should  not  find  the  complement 
of  my  lands  in  the  wooded  parts  of  it  for  the  cultivation  between  the  two  rivers  aforesaid,  gave 
me  the  riglit  of  completing  my  said  grant  in  the  wood  known  by  the  name  of  Twelve-mile  swamp,  in 
order  that  my  contract  with  the  government  might  be  fulfilled  in  all  its  parts.  Neither  the  series  of 
vicissitudes  which  have  prevented  to  carry  into  effect  the  survey  and  fixing  the  boundaries,  as  it  is 
indicated  in  various  parts  of  the  proceedings,  can,  it  appears  to  me,  intercept  my  rights  to  said  wooded 
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lands,  and  this  is  proved  sufficiently,  without  adducinpc  otliers,  by  the  two  particuhirs  ah-eady  cxpfised, 
which  I  consider  as  decisive,  as  they  cannot  be  contested  by  tiic  four  new  pranlees;  neither  dol  consider 
that  against  both  exceptions  the  rit::ht  sense  of  justice  which  distinguisiics,  your  excellency  can 
oppose  a  determination  which  may  be  contrary  to  the  acts  of  your  worthy  predecessors:  Therefore, 
with  due  reverence,  I  beg  your  excellency  be  pleased  to  acknowledge  this  my  jiresentation,  together  with 
a  draught,  simple,  but  conformable  to  the  original,  which  shows  that  the  botnularies  wliich  corresiKMid 
witii  my  grant  comprehend  within  them  the  possessions  aforesaid,  in  order  that,  on  consideration  tiicreof, 
and  of  all  that  has  been  exposed,  your  cxcellencj-  be  pleased  to  order  that  the  grantees  aforesaid  yield  to 
niv  right;  and  in  order  to  obtain  this  end,  I  hope  that  your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  order, 
with  a  view  that  the  interested  parties  may  have  the  shortest  notice  of  it,  tiiat  the  secretary  of  this 
government  do  notify  a  certification  of  the  royal  order  obtained  in  appi'obatimi  of  my  said  contracts,  the 
whole  of  which  ap])ears  to  me  agreeable  to  justice  in  general,  and  in  jiarticular  to  which  distinguishes  your 
administration;  and  I  swear  that  I  do  not  proceed  from  malice,  &c.  Moreover',  in  order  to  logali/.e  my 
lawful  representation  as  it  ought  to  be,  I  beg  your  excellency  be  pleased  to  order  the  notary  in  this  cause, 
who  is  the  only  one  employed  in  this  giivcrnment,  to  annex  to  the  proceedings  a  certilicate  of  the  siilistitu- 
tion  of  power  granted  by  Dtm  .Tost;  Mariano  Hernandez,  and  also  to  acknowledge  the  presentatitJii  of  llie 
certilicate  of  the  will,  which  is  duly  annexed  to  it.     1  claim  justice  lU  siqira 

JAMErt  II.  UUSSELL. 


DECREE. 

Let  it  be  comnuinicated  t<i  the  auditor  of  war. 
Before  me — 

NOTIFICATION'. 


i.T.  Aroi".<TiN"E,  Jiini'  14,  1S'2I. 

COri'lXOER. 

JUAN  DE  ENTlt.VLGO. 


In  St.  Augustine,  on   the  same  day,  month   and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Mr.  .Tames 
Russell;  whicli  I  certify. 

ENTR.VLCO. 

PETITION-. 

St.  An:i-sTiNE,  June  IG,  1821. 
Mr.  James  Russel,  an  inhaljitant  of  this  province,  in  his  capacity  of  a  lawful  heir  and  executor  of  Mr. 
John  Russell,  deceased,  in  continuation  of  tlie  proceedings,  tlie  object  of  wliich  is  to  claim  certain  lands 
allotted  to  his  father  aforesaid,  and  in  order  to  proceed  in  other  particulars  in  the  best  legal  form,  appears 
before  your  excellency,  and  says  that  in  order  to  produce  a  greater  proof  of  what  is  asserted  in  tin; 
proceedings,  although  the  survey  of  said  lands  have  been  prevented  by  a  variety  of  circumstances  which 
have  been  mentioned,  still  I  can  do  it  now  with  propriety,  in  observing,  when  I  take  possession,  to  draw 
a  line  north  and  soutli  on  the  road  which,  west  of  this  place,  leads  to  the  territory  of  Mosquito,  stopping 
on  the  N.  N  W.  to  the  S.  SE.,  and  remarking  a  pine  tree  north  on  the  boundary  line  of  Mr.  Francis  I'ellicer, 
and  another  soutli  on  the  boundary  line  of  Mr.  Orniond's  land,  from  which  two  points,  both  marked  15  R, 
the  lines  had  to  run  cast  in  order  to  embrace  Mr.  John  Russell's  property:  Therefore,  I  hope  your  excellencj- 
will  be  pleased  to  order  the  admission  of  such  witnesses  as  I  am  ready  to  produce,  who,  under  their  legal 
oaths,  will  declare  whether  or  no  wdiatever  I  have  related  is  certain,  from  which  the  spoliation  of  the 
grantee  lias  sutVered  in  his  absence,  will  evidently  appear,  and  in  consideration  of  all  which  your  excellency 

will  be  pleased the  restitution  to  be  made  in  lufo.     Therefore,  I  supplicate  your  excellencj'  to  provide, 

in  conformitj'  to  my  petition,  the  issuing  the  titles  of  property  which  are  wanting  as  a  matter  of  form. 
I  claim  justice.  Moreover,  as  some  witnesses  are  to  be  examined  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  Spanish 
language,  I  pray  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  appoint  an  interpreter  to  make  the  necessary  transla- 
tions.    1  claim  justice,  &c. 

JAMES  RUSSELL. 


DECREE. 


St.  ArcrsTiN'E,  June  10,  1821. 

As  to  the  first  and  principal  point  of  the  petition,  let  the  information  otlered  be  admitted  according 
to  law,  and  let  the  witnesses  appear  and  make  their  declaration  before  the  auditor  of  war,  and  according 
to  the  merits  of  the  case  I  will  dispose  what  is  most  convenient;  and  as  to  the  second  point,  as  there  is_ 
no  public  interpreter,  let  Don  Bernardo  Segui  be  appointed,  he  having  previously  accepted  the  oath  of 
oIEce. 


Before  me — 


COPPINfiER. 
ARREDONDO. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 


XOTIFIC.iTinN'. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  I  notified  to  Don  Bernardo  Segui  the  appoint- 
ment of  interpreter  given  to  him,  on  which  he  said  that  he  accepted,  and  he  did  accept  it,  promising,  on 
his  oath,  legally  taken,  to  exercise  well  and  faithfully  the  functions  of  his  commission,  according  to 
best  of  liis  knowledge  and  understanding,  and  signed;   which  I  certify. 

°  BERNARDO  SEGUI. 

Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 


the 


DECL.\R.WIO.V. 


In  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  of  Florida,  June  Ifi,  1821,  before  Don  Ju.in  de  Arrcdondo  y  Santehces, 
auditor  of  war,  of  this  place  and  province,  appeared  Mr.  Robert  McH.ardy,  an  inhabitant  and  planter  of 
the  same,  married,  who,  in  the  hands  of  the  auditor,  before  me,  notary,  and  through  the  organ  of  the 
interpreter,  Don  Bernardo  Segui,  made  oath  in  a  legal  form,  and  promised  to  tell  the  truth  in  all  he  might 
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know  relating  to  the  questions  that  will  be  put  to  him  respecting  the  case,  and  the  meaning  of  the  repre- 
sentation which  precedes,  and  said  that,  in  the  year  1813,  he  accompanied  Mr.  James  Russell  when  he 
went  with  some  of  his  slaves  to  take  possession  <.f  the  lands  which  this  government  had  given  him  in 
consideration  of  the  schooner  Barbarita,  and  in  his  capacity  of  new  settler  between  the  rivers  Tomoca 
and  Matanzas  in  which  place  Russell  himself  designated  the  limits  by  marking  .some  trees  with  letters 
which  still  exist,  and  affirmed  that  what  he  has  said  is  the  truth;  that  he  is  forty-five  years  old;  that  the 
law  exceptions  which  have  been  made  known  to  him  do  not  afl'ect  him.  And  his  declaration  having  been 
read  to  him,  he  affirmed  and  signed  it,  together  with  the  auditor  and  the  interpreter;  winch  I  certify. 

KUorjKi    McilArvU  i . 

BERNARDO  SEGUI 
Before  me—  ■  .  j^^^^  -^^  ENTRALGO. 

DECL.iRATIOM. 

In  continuation  appeared  Don  Francisco  Pcllicer,  an  inhabitant  of  this  place,  married,  who,  in  the 
hands  of  the  auditor,  before  me,  the  secretary,  took  his  legal  oath,  promising  to  tell  the  truth  in  all  what 
he  mi"-ht  know  relating  to  what  he  may  be  interrogated  upon  relating  to  the  same  business;  said  that  he 
has  seen  the  marks  of  letters  which  are  found  on  two  trees,  one  on  the  east  and  the  other  on  the  west; 
which  two  points  embrace  the  wooded  land,  which  is  situated  between  the  rivers  Matanzas  and  Tomoca, 
where  this  government  granted  lands  to  the  deceased,  Mr.  John  Rus.sell;  which  marks,  as  witness  has 
been  informed  by  his  own  children,  were  made  by  Mr.  John  Russell  himself,  as  a  mark  of  the  limits  and 
boundaries  which  were  to  enclose  said  granted  lands;  that  this  act  of  John  Russell  is  of  public  notonety, 
as  well  as  his  "-oing  personally  witii  his  slaves  to  do  it.  Witness  says  that  what  he  has  deposed  is  the 
truth;  that  he  is  C7  years  of  age;  that  the  law  exceptions  do  not  affect  him;  and  ho  signed  his  deposition. 
The  auditor  affixed  his  flourish;  which  I  certify. 

fA  flouri.ih.) 
FRANCISCO  PELLICER. 


Before  me- 


JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

DECL.\R.\TION. 


In  continuation  appeared  Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez,  one  of  the  members  of  the  constitutional 
council  of  this  place,  who,  before  me,  the  secretary,  took  his  legal  oath,  promising  to  tell  the  truth  in  all 
he  migiit  know,  upon  which  lie  might  be  interrogated,  relating  to  the  representation  of  Mr.  James  Russell, 
and  said  that,  on  the  wooded  lands  situated  between  the  rivers  Matanzas  and  Tomoca,  he  has  seen  some 
trees  marked  with  initials,  which  operation  he  knows,  from  public  notoriety,  was  made  by  the  deceased 
Mr.  Joiin  Russell  at  the  same  time  he  went  with  his  slaves  to  mark  the  limits  and  take  possession  of  the 
lands  wiiicii  he  obtained  from  this  government  in  exchange  for  a  schooner  which  he  sold  to  the  revenue 
department,  and  of  those  lands  which  were  awarded  to  him  as  a  new  settler.  And  witness  has  no  doubt 
that  the  deceased  John  Russell  aforesaid  went  on  the  mentioned  lands  with  said  intent,  and  that  this 
happened  immediately  after  he  was  declared  the  owner  of  said  lands.  And  witness  says,  under  his  oath, 
that  all  this  is  the  truth;  that  he  is  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  signed  his  deposition;  and  the  auditor 
put  his  flourish;  which  I  certify. 

•  (One  flourish.) 

JOS.  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

iCCT. 

St.  Augcstixe,  June  18,  1821. 

Seeing  the  preceding,  and  Mr.  James  Russell  having  proved  that  he  is  a  lawful  son  and  heir  of  the 
deceased  Mr.  John  Russell,  and  of  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  he  is  hereby  considered  as  a  party  in  this, 
and  as  such  can  represent  what  he  will  think  convenient  on  all  and  whatsoever  rights  belonging  to  his 
deceased  father;  the  remuneration  of  Don  Jose  M.  Hernandez  as  accepted,  and  the  mentioned  James 
Russell  having  sufficiently  proved  the  spoliation  of  the  land  which  the  Treasur}^  Department  sold  to  the 
deceased  in  consideration  for  the  schooner  which  was  bought  of  him  for  the  service  of  this  place,  and  of 
the  lands  which  were  granted  to  him  as  a  new  settler,  as  appears  in  the  proceedings  entered  into  to  that 
eft'ect,  and  by  which  this  process  begins,  as  appears  also  in  the  documents  he  has  presented,  and  the 
declarations  taken  of  witnesses;  first  of  all,  let  the  possession  which  he  claims  be  restored  to  him,  with  the 
reserve  of  the  respective  right  which  the  actual  possessors  may  consider  themselves  to  hold  in  order  that 
they  make  use  of  it  should  tiiey  think  proper  so  to  do;  in  virtue  of  which,  in  order  that  the  restitution 
may  be  carried  into  effect,  let  Don  Francisco  Jose  Fatio  be  commissioned  for  that  special  act,  with  all  the 
faculties  the  law  requires  in  consideration  of  the  physical  impossibility  in  which  the  auditor  and  the  only 
notary  of  this  province  are  of  going  personally  to  execute  said  act  of  restitution;  which  impossibility  is 
occasioned  not  only  by  the  great  distance  of  said  lands,  but  also  because  said  ofticers  cannot  for  a  moment 
leave  this  capital  in  this  critical  epoch  of  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  government  of  the  United  States: 
this  most  important  event  claiming  all  their  attention,  let  the  necessary  orders  be  given  to  the  said  com- 
missioner, in  order  that  he  may  be  assisted  by  witnesses;  discharge  the  duties  of  said  commission;  of  the 
result  of  which  he  will  make  his  report. 

COPPINGER. 

ARREDONDO. 
Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

XOTIFICATION. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  act  to  Mr.  James  Russell; 
which  I  attest. 

ENTRALGO. 
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Note. — On  the  same  day  the  order  aforesaid  was  issued  and  delivered  to  !N[r.  Franrisco  Josd  Fatio- 
wliich  I  certify. 

i:NTi;AL(iO. 


I,  James  IJnsfell,  an  inhabitant  of  tliis  province,  in  continuation  of  llie  )ircK-(MMlintj,'.s  relatino-  to  the 
cLaim  of  lands  belonging-  to  the  estate  of  my  deceased  father,  and  in  con.sequcncc  oi'  the  decree  issued  this 
day,  in  which  it  is  ordered  that  I  be  put  in  possession  of  said  land  in  the  most  legal  lorin,  I  exjiose  to  your 
excellency  that,  as  the  alderman  Don  Francisco  Fatio  has  been  apjiointed  by  your  excellency  as  a  conimis- 
sioner  to  carry  said  decree  into  execution,  I  beg  your  excellency  be  jileased,  in  order  to  nii'idc  Ihe  survey 
and  fix  the  boundaries  of  said  lands  in  conformity  to  the  tt'iior  of  the  decree  dated  Fcliruary  1 1,  1820,  and 
agreeably  to  the  grant  and  restitution  which  is  made,  to  order  that  Don  George  ("larke,  the  surveyor  general, 
go  on  the  spot  to  execute  the  said  survey.  I  therefore  beg  j-our  excellency  be  pleased  to  order  iii  cinifoi-mit}' 
to  niv  petition.     I  claim  justice. 

JA.ME.S  H.  IM'.-.-ELL. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  Junr  19,  1821. 
Granted.     Assessor's  fees  $3.     Let  the  costs  accrued  be  regulated  and  paid. 

coimmxger. 
ai;i;eduxi)(). 

Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRAL(;0. 

NOTIFIC.iTIOX. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Mr.  James 
Russell;  which  I  certify. 

EXTRALGO. 

Another.     On  the  same  day  I  notified  the  same  to  Don  George  Clarke;  which  I  certify. 

EXTRALGO. 


Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  natiiinal  armies,  military  governor,  political   cliiof,    and  ultramarine 
sub-delegate  of  this  place  and  province,  &c.,  by  these  presents: 

I  confer  unto  Don  Francisco  Jose  Fatio  all  the  faculties  required  by  law,  to  the  cflect  that,  with  two 
assistant  witnesses,  whom  he  will  appoint  in  due  form  to  assist  him  in  this  commission,  ho  transport  him- 
self on  the  lands  which  were  by  this  govenmient  sold  to  the  deceased,  John  Russell,  and  on  those  lands 
which  were  granted  to  the  same  as  a  new  settler;  said  lauds,  situated  between  the  Matanzas  and  Tomoca, 
and  there  put  Mr.  James  Russell,  a  lawful  son  and  heir  of  said  John  Russell,  deceased,  in  possession  of 
said  lands,  which  are  hereby  restored  to  him  in  consequence  of  what  has  been  represented  and  proved  on 
the  proceedings  relating  thereto,  with  the  reserve  of  the  respective  rights  which  the  actual  occu]ii(>rs  may 
consider  to  possess  in  the  lands  aforesaid,  in  order  that  they  may  make  use  of  said  right  if  they  think 
proper;  and  after  putting  down,  in  writing,  the  result,  said  commissioner  will  make  his  report,  as  it  is 
already  ordered  in  my  decree  of  tliis  day,  which  I  issued  in  conformity  to  the  jietition  of  Mr.  James  Russell 
aforesaid,  with  the  consultation  of  the  auditor  of  war.     St.  Augustine,  of  Florida,  June  18,  1128. 

JOSE  COrriXGER. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Entk.\lgo,  Xolan/  of  Governmeiit. 

APPOIXTMEXT    OF    WITNESSES. 

I,  Francis  Jose  Fatio,  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Augustine,  of  East  Florida,  having  ri'iiaired  to  the  planta- 
tion called  the  Ciood  Retreat,  in  order  to  carry  the  jireceding  order  into  execution,  did  a])pijint  as  assistant 
witnesses  Don  Jose  Simeon  Sanchez  and  Don  Francisco  Pellicer,  who  accepted  the  office,  and  promised, 
under  their  legal  oath,  well  and  faithfully  to  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  signed. 

FRANC.  PELLICER. 

JOSE  SIMEON  SANCHEZ. 

FRANC.  J.  FATIO. 

REPORT. 

In  Tomoca,  June  21,  1821,  in  conformity  to  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  order,  I,  Francisco  Jose  Fatio, 
accompanied  by  the  witnesses,  assistants,  who  subscribe  this,  and  by  Mr.  James  Piussell,  we  went  to  the 
place  aforesaid,  riding  about  on  horseback;  and,  taking  said  James  Russell  by  the  hand,  I  put  him  in 
possession  of  the  lands  referred  to  in  my  commission.  There  he  called  aloud,  pulling  up  the  grass,  threw 
up  sand  in  the  air,  broke  branches  of  trees,  and  did  other  things  indicating  po.ssession,  wliich  he  took 
quietly  and  peaccfullj',  and  without  contradiction.  And  in  proof  thereof,  I  make  this  report,  which  I  sign, 
together  with  the  witnesses  and  the  interested  party. 

FRANCO.  PELLICER. 

FRANCO.   JOSE  FATIO. 

JOSE  SIMEON  SAXCHEZ. 

JAS.  H.  RUSSELL. 


Before  me — 

VOL.  IV 87  c 


(Tiro   fhnirislierf. ) 
JUAN  DE  ENRTALGO. 
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NOTIFICATION. 


In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month   and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Mr 
Kussell;  which  I  certify.  ENTRALGO 


James 


ACT. 


St.  Augustine,  June  26,  1821. 


Seen  the  above  I  approve  all  that  the  law  admits— the  proceedings  of  the  constitutional  alderman, 
Don  Francisco  Jose  Fatio;  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  I  declare  Mr.  James  Russell  to  be  in  possession 
of  the  lands  the  restitution  of  which  he  has  claimed,  and  in  which  he  will  be  protected.        -^  "  ^- 

latterlv  incurred  be  regulated,  and  let  the  mentioned  Russell  pay  the  same. 


Let  the  costs 


COPPINGER. 
ARREDONDO. 


notification. 
St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  act  to  Mr.  James  Russell; 
which  I  certify.      '  ENTRALGO. 

petition. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor: 

I,   James  Russell,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  with  due  respect  represent  to  your  excellency  that 

the  su'rvev  bein"-  concluded,  and  the  boundaries  fixed  of  the  4,675  acres  of  land  which  I  have  claimed  from 

this  tribunal  as  being  of  right  the  property  of  my  deceased  father,  whom  I,  as  his  heir  and  executor, 

represent  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  that  affair,  and  as  said  survey  is  proved 

by  the  two  draughts  certified  and  annexed  to  the  act,  and  on  register  in  the  archives  of  this  government, 

aiid  that  the  present  notary  delivered  me  the  certificates  of  the  whole  proceedings;  I  therefore  beg  your 

excellency  to  order,  in  conformity  to  my  petition;  which  favor  I  expect  to  receive.     Florida,  June  28, 

1821 

JAS.  H.  RUSSELL. 


DECREE. ACTS. 


Before  me- 


St.  Augustine,  June  28,  1821. 

(Tim  flourishes.) 
JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 


notification. 


In  St    Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month   and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Mr.  James 
Russell;  which  1  certify.  ExNTRALGO. 


Seen.     Granted  in  every  particular. 


Before  me — 


St.  Augustine,  June  30,  1821. 

COPPINGER. 
ARREDONDO. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 


notification. 


In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Mr.  James 
Russell ;  which  I  certify. 

ENTRALGO. 


This  copy  is  conformable  to  the  originals  which  remain  on  the  archives  under  my  charge,  to  which  I 
refer;  and  in  obedience  to  the  superior  order  issued  at  the  request  of  the  interested  party,  1  seal  and  sign 
the  present  certificate  contained  in  forty-seven  leaves  of  common  paper,  as  stamped  paper  is  not  used 
here.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  6,  1821. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notary  of  Government,  &g. 

Don  Gabriel  "W.  Perpall,  Don  Jose  M.  Hernandez,  and  Don  William  Travers,  mayor  and  aldermen, 
constitutional  memlicrs  of  the  council  of  this  city,  certily  that  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  by  whom  the  pre- 
ceding certificate  appears  to  be  sealed  and  signed,  is  the  notary  of  government  and  of  the  treasury 
department,  as  he  states  himself;  that  he  is  the  only  one  in  that  capacity  in  this  place  and  province;  that 
he  is  faithful,  legal,  and  trusty;  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  has  always  been  given  to  those  who  have 
filled  the  said  two  offices.  And  in  proof  thereof,  and  at  the  request  of  the  interested  party,  we  sign  the 
present  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  6,  1821. 

GABRIEL  W.  PERPALL. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

WILLIAM  TRAVERS. 


a,  and  surveyor 


Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  militia  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  of  Hornta,  and  surveyor 
general,  by  the  appointment  of  the  govermuent  of  said  place  and  province:  I  certify  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  superior  order  issued  June  19,  1821,  relating  to  the  proceedings  made  at  the  request  of  Mr.  James 
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Russell,  claiming  four  thousand  acccs  of  land,  bargained  for  with  the  governinont  bv  his  deceased  father 
I  have  made  the  survey  and  marked  the  boundaries  of  three  thousand  four  hundred'  and  eighly-sixacres 
of  land,  as  a  part  of  the  said  four  thousand,  in  the  place  called  (Jraham's  swamp,  situated" bi"tw(>cn  the 
rivers  Matanzas  and  Tomoca,  the  particulars  of  which  arc  conform  to  the  folhnving  draught,  and  to  the 
original,  which  remains  in  my  possession.     St.  Augustine,  June  2.'),  1821. 

(JEO.  .1.  r.  CLAItKE. 


Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  the  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general,  appointed 
by  the  government  of  the  said  place  and  province:  I  certify  that,  in  consequence  of  the  superior  order  issued 
June  19,  1821,  relating  to  the  proceedings  made  at  the  request  of  Mr.  James  Russell,  claiming  four  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  which  Iiis  deceased  father  bought  of  the  government,  I  have  made  the  survey  and  fixed 
the  boundaries  of  five  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Halifax,  which,  with  three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  already  surveyed  in  Graham's  swamp,  make  the  complement 
of  the  four  thousand  acres  aforesaid;  which  said  tract  of  five  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  is  conform  in  all 
its  particulars  to  the  following  draught,  and  the  original  thereof,  which  remains  in  my  possession.  St. 
Augustine,  June  25,  1821. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE. 
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3.    L.  N.  25  W.,  46  chains. 


River  Halijax. 


Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general,  appointed 
by  the  government  of  this  place  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  made  the  survey  and  fixed  the 
boundaries  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  Mr.  James  Kussell;  which  lands  were 
granted  to  his  deceased  father  July  28,  1812,  and  which,  in  every  particular,_are  conform  to  the  following 
draught,  and  the  original  thereof,  which  remains  in  my  possession.     St.  Augustine,  June  25,  1821. 


a.    S.  65  VV.,  99  chains. 


Swamp  xGlo  acres  ami  hammock. 

\ 

1 

1 

4.     N.  65°  E.,  90  chains. 
P.  Dean's  land. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  -S".  B.  L.  G. 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  convej^ance  from  Mary  Russell,  James  H.  Eussell,  AVilliam  E.  Russell,  Richard 
n.  Russell,  Mary  E.  A.  Russell,  and  Thomas  Philsou,  heirs  of  John  Russell,  deceased,  to  claimant,  dated 
August  1,  1821.] 

St.  John's  County,  ss  : 

This  day  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  Joseph  Delespinc,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  to  give  testimony  in  the  above  case,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  knew  John  Russell,  who  had  a 
grant  made  to  him  by  the  Spanish  government  for  the  lands  above  mentioned;  that  the  said  John  Russell 
is  dead;  that  the  heirs  of  the  said  Russell  sold  the  said  lands  to  Charles  W.  Bulow;  left  a  widow,  Mary 
Russell;  daughters,  Eliza  and  Mary;  sons,  James,  Edward,  and  Henry;  that  these  persons,  as  far  as  this 
deponent  knows  and  believes,  are  the  only  legal  heirs  of  the  said  John  Eussell. 

JOSEPH  DELESPIXE. 
Swoi-n  to  before  me  July  24,  1824. 

THOMAS  H.  PEXN,  Mayor  of  St.  Aurjustine. 
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iiKcr.KK   liY  Tin;   r.oAun. 

Charles  W.  Bulow'r;  Exccu/or.->  vs.  TIw  I'liilrd  Sliilr.<.     Fnr  /'mir  Ihdu.-tdnd  acres  iif  land;  also  for  si.r  Jiinn/nd 

anil  .^■l■^^/l/l/-/('lv•  wres  of'  land. 

The  boui'd  iisrcrtaincd  tlio  abovo  to  be  valid  Spanish  g-rauts,  and  ruconnncnil  Uiuni  lu  Congress  for 
confirmation.     September  21. 

\o.  11. — See  i!i;riiUT  No.  3. 

Fernande*  de  la  2Iaza  Arredondo  vs.  'The  United  Slates.     Claim  fur  jil'li-en  lhini.<and  aen-s  o/'  land. 

ME.MOUI.Vr,. 

'To  the  honorable  the  commissii>ners  ajipointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.<l  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Fernando  de  hi  Ma/.a  Arredondo  respectfully  showeth:  Tliat  your  memorialist  elainis 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting'  of  lifteen  thousand  acres,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Lak<!  CJeorge,  in 
East  Florida,  bounded  and  beginning  at  a  palm  tree  marked  +,  on  the  margin  of  Lake  George;  thence 
south  t)5°  west,  400  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  north  '25°  west,  400  chains;  thence  north  05°  cast,  400  chains, 
to  a  palm  tree  on  the  banks  of  said  lake;  thence  along  the  meanders  of  said  lake  to  the  beginning;  which 
tract  was  surveyed  by  Andres  Burgevin  August  5,  1810;  which  title  yoiu'  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal 
title  mad 


made  to  him  August  9,  1819,  by  Governor  Copi)ingcr,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  ilarch  29,  1815, 
a  concession  of  which  was  made  to  memorialist  March  24,  1817,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  certified  co|)y  of 
roval  title  herewith  submitted.  And  j'our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally  in  possessi(jn  of 
said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Spain  and  resident  of  Cuba.     All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submittecl. 

F.  M.  .\i;"i;i:i)o.\i)o. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Fernando  de  la  it-iza  Arredondo,  inhal.iitant  of  St.  Augustine,  and  actually  residing  in  the-  city 
of  Havana,  through  his  son,  of  the  same  name,  residing  in  this  place,  to  your  excellency  showeth:  That  he 
has  the  honor  of  having  served  his  ilajesty  in  diiVerent  employments  and  destinations,  and  particularly  in 
the  department  of  commissary  of  the  Indians,  without  any  salary  or  any  other  emolument  whatever,  f  jr  more 
than  twenty  years,  having  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  with  the  utmost  exactitude  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  the  governors  of  this  place,  contributing  therebj-  to  the  peace  and  harmony  which  existed  with 
those  savages;  with  which  commission,  and  that  of  comptroller/)ro  tem.  of  the  royal  military  hospital  of  this 
town,  which  he  likewise  discharged  for  many  years  without  any  salary  or  emohunent,  which  meritorious 
services  have  saved  to  the  royal  revenue  many  thousands  of  dollars,  as  is  well  known  to  your  excellency 
and  to  the  public  authorities  "of  this  place.  Latterly,  after  obtaining  a  discharge  from  the  different  employ- 
ments, he  separated  himself  from  the  service  of  his  ^Majesty  to  attend  to  the  discharge  of  his  duty  towards 
his  family;  he  engaged  himself  in  the  fatiguing  service  of  patrols  and  aid-de-camp  to  the  Governor  de 
Estrada,  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  of  this  jirovinco  in  the  year  1812,  and  for  want  of  officers  for  that 
service,  in  which  he  was  occupied  until  the  j-ear  1813,  when,  having  been  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes,  with 
all  the  necessary  solemnities  on  the  occasion,  elector  of  the  parish  and  district  of  this  said  province,  he  was 
obliged  to  go  to  the  city  of  Havana  and  remain  there  as  one  of  the  deputies  of  the  provincial  junta.  To 
discharge  the  said  duty  he  was  under  the  necessity,  as  a  loyal  subject,  to  expend  large  sums,  which  lie 
willingly  did  iu  the  service  of  his  King  and  country,  being  well  persuaded  that  he  would  be  rewarded  for 
it  at  a  future  period.  He  has  been  informed  that  tlie  royal  order  of  his  Majesty  of  March  29,  1815,  directs^ 
that  a  remuneration  of  grants  of  land  be  given  to  all  "the  individuals  who  were  armed  in  the  defence  of 
their  countrv  during  the'insurrection  which  began  in  1812;  and  as  the  petitioner  is  one  of  them,  and  is 
entitled  for  "this  reason  to  said  gifts,  as  also  being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  and  having  augmented  his 
family  and  negroes  ever  since  the  cession  of  this  province  to  his  Majesty,  and  one  of  those  whom  the  royal 
ordinances  and  laws  recommend  that  they  may  be  attended  to,  both  iu  quality  of  first  settlers  as  also  on 
account  of  his  distinguished  services,  that  he" be  preferred  in  the  partition  of  lands;  he  therefore  prays 
j-our  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him,  in  absolute  property,  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  that_  is 
to  say,  15,000  acres  to  the  southwest  of  the  large  lagoon  known  by  the  name  of  Lake  George,  which 
survey  may  be  made  that  a  creek  of  sweet  water  situated  in  that  place  may  occupy  the  centre  of  tlie  front 
thereof,  and  the  remaining  15,000  on  the  west  side  of  St.  John's  river;  the  measurement  of  which  to  com- 
mence from  the  old  Indian  Chacichalty  path,  opposite  the  site  on  which  the  firm  of  Panton  &  Leslie  had 
their  store  established,  known  by  the  name  of  Upper  Store,  being  at  the  south  side  of  the  great  lagoon  by 
the  name  of  Lake  George,  and  tlience  in  a  line  to  run  southerly  until  it  completes  the  number  of  acres. 
And  as  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  province  do  not  permit  at  present  the  measurement  and  chaining 
of  said  lands,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  the  survey  could  not  take  place  for  want  of  surveyors,  as  Don 
GeorM  Clarke,  named  by  this  government,  has  other  occupations  which  give  him  no  time  to  attend  to 
it,  he  therefore  hopes,  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency,  that  j'ou  will  be  pleased  to  suspend  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  titles  of  the  property  whilst  the  memorialist  does  not  obtain  tlie  plats  of  said 
lands,  in  order  that  their  situation  and  limits  may  be  specified  with  exactness  for  perfecting  the  location 
and  situation  of  the  same.  In  the  meantime  tlie"  grant  which  your  lordship  may  think  fit  to  make  him 
may  serve  as  a  title  under  your  decree  in  continuation,  for  it  is  the  wish  of  the  memorialist  that,  when  the 
same  be  given  him,  it  may"  have  all  the  requisites  necessary;  a  favor  which  he  hopes  to  receive  from  the 
justice  of  your  excelleucv.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  1,  1817. 

•^         .  n  •  FERXANDO  DE  LA  MA/.A  AKKEDONDO. 

St.  Augustine,  March  24,  1817. 
In  attention  to  the  services  which  this  party  specifies,  which  are  manifest  and  notorious,  and  making 
use  of  the  power  conferred  on  me  by  the  laws  aiid  the  royal  will,  1  administer  to  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza 
Arredondo,  the  senior,  the  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  he  solicits,  in  absolute  property,  in  the  places  he 
has  designated,  without  prejudi"ce  to  a  third  person,  of  which  titles  of  dominion  will  be  given  as  soon  as  the 
plats  to  "be  made  by  the  surveyor  be  presented,  saving,  in  the  meantime,  this  decree,  and  an  equivalent  in 
all  its  parts;  which,  with  the  foregoing  petition,  will  be  filed  in  the  archives  of  the  notary  of  government 
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and  royal  finance.  The  interested  will  be  furnished  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  proceeding's,  properly 
authen'ticated  and  in  due  form,  in  order  that  this  concession  may  be  duly  credited,  and  that  he  may  be  able 
to  make  use  of  said  lands,  and  to  dispose  of  them  as  he  may  think  proper.  nr^uDrxTr^T^r, 

Before  mo—  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Notary  of  Government. 

I  ccrtifv  tlie  forc"-oin"-  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  lanf!:uage. 
■  u,>  LUL     .,.,0  F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  i?.  i.  C. 

DECREE    BV    THE    BO.\RD. 

In  tliis  case  wo  find  that  the  claimant  obtained  a  concession,  without  condition,  for  thirty  thousand 
acres  of  land  from  Governor  Copping:er,  dated  March  24,  1817,  the  fifteen  thousand  acres  being  included 
in  said  concession,  and  its  location  set  forth  in  claimant'.s  memorial  to  this  board.  In  consideration  whereof, 
we  recommend  tiie  same  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     June  5,  1824. 

XoTE.— For  further  inirticnlars  please  to  refer  to  the  case  of  Moses  C.  Levi,  for  14, .500  acres,  reported 
to  Congress  the  first  session. 

No.  12. — See  RErouT  No.  3. 

Juan  do  Enlralgo  \s.  The  United  Slates.     For  four  thousand  acres  of  land. 

.MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  eomnmsioneis  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  i)otition  of  Juan  do  Entralgo  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  four  thousand  acres,  situated  on  Black  creek,  and  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  Gover- 
nor's crook;  first  line  runs  south  45°  west,  170  chains,  to  a  pine  tree  marked, thus  =;  thence  south  45° 
east,  250  chains,  to  a  cypress  tree  marked  ^-j  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  grant 
made  to  F.  M.  Arredondo  by  Governor  Coppingor,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  March  29,  1815,  who  sold 
the  same  to  your  memorialist;  a  copy  of  the  said  grant  is  herewith  filed,  as  is  the  deed  from  Arredondo 
to  your  memorialist.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands; 
that  he  resided  in  St.  Augustine  at  the  change  of  flags,  and  now  in  Cuba. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO, 
By  GEORGE  MURRAY. 

Translation  of  a  concession  for  ten  thousand  acres,  jMrt  of  which  this  is,  is  copAed  in  a  claim  of  John  B.  Entralgo 
for  four  thousand  acres,  recommended  for  confirmation. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgevin,  of  this  place,  and  private  survcj'or:  I  certify  that,  by  an  order  of  this  govern- 
ment, made  August  20,  1810,  I  have  measured  in  favor  of  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr.,  a  piece 
of  land  which  contains  4,000  acres,  which  is  situated  to  the  west  of  the  river  St.  John's,  on  a  creek  known 
in  English  as  Black  creek,  being  part  of  a  greater  quantity  which  was  granted  him  on  March  20,  1814. 
And  for  its  confirmation  I  give  these  presents,  which  I  sign  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  25,  1820. 

ANDRES  BURGEVIN. 

[Tlio  plat  precedes  this.  ] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  oflice  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

CONVEYANCE. 

Bo  it  known  that  I,  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr.,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  do  declare 
that  I  really  sell  to  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  notary  of  government  and  the  public  domain  in  this  city,  four 
thousand  acres  of  land,  which  I  liold  as  my  property  in  this  province,  situated  to  the  west  of  the  river  St. 
John's,  on  a  creek  known  in  English  as  Black  creek,  and  having  for  a  boundary  another  creek  named  the 
Governor,  known  under  the  following  dimensions:  tlic  first  lino  runs  south  45°  west,  measures  170  chains, 
and  ends  with  a  pine  tree  marked  =;  the  second  runs  south  45°  east,  measures  250  ciiains,  and  ends  in  a 
cypress  marked  =;  which  4,000  acres  of  land,  with  another  portion  more,  this  government  granted  me  in 
absolute  property  and  dominion,  as  a  reward  for  services,  on  March  20,  1817,  and  for  which  a  full  title 
was  given  me  on  the  9tli  of  August  last,  as  appears  in  the  archives  of  the  said  notary.  And  I  sell  the 
said  4,000  acres  of  land  under  the  dimensions  and  other  things  which  are  explained,  with  all  its  entrances, 
outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  and  belong  to  it,  free  of  all  encumbrance,  at  the 
price  of  four  thousand  dollars,  which  the  purchaser  has  jiaid  me  in  ready  money;  which  sum  I  acknowl- 
edge as  delivered  to  my  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  to  money  not  counted,  fraud, 
and  everything  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  deliver  a  formal  receipt.  In  virtue  of  which  I  separate  myself 
from  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and  all  other  rights,  I'eal  and  personal,  which  I  had 
or  held  to  tiie  said  4,000  acres  of  land;  and  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  them  to  the  said  Don  Juan  de 
Entralgo,  and  to  whoever  shall  represent  his  riglit,  that,  as  their  own,  they  may  possess,  sell,  and  alienate 
it  at  their  will,  in  virtue  of  this  writing,  which  I  give  in  their  favor  as  a  mark  of  real  delivorj-,  by  which 
it  is  seen  that  he  has  acquired  possession  without  occasion  for  other  proof,  from  which  I  release  him. 
And  I  bind  myself  to  the  eviction  and  guarantee  of  this  sale  in  sufficient  form,  and  as  may  be  best,  in  favor 
ot  the  purchaser,  with  my  property,  present  and  future,  power  and  submission  to  the  tribunals  of  his 
Majesty,  that  thoy  may  force  me  to  compliance  with  it  as  by  sentence  confessed  and  passed  in  authority 
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of  an  adjudged  case;  on  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  piivilon-cs  in  my  I'uvcjr,  and  fuinial 
exception  which  jn'ohibit  it.  And  I,  the  saiil  Juan  de  Kntnilgo,  being  present,  accept  in  my  favor  this 
writing-,  and  by  it  receive,  as  purchased,  the  said  -l.OOO  acres  of  land,  at  the  ]irice  and  agreement  upon 
which  tliey  were  sold  to  me;  and  I  acknowledge  them  as  delivered  to  my  will.  1  renounce  jiroof,  laws  of 
delivery,  those  of  a  thing  not  seen  (M-  received,  fraud,  and  everytiiing  else  in  \\w  case,  for  whicii  1  deliver 
a  formal  receipt.     In  testimony  of  wliicli,  this  i^  dated  at  St.  Aut;-ustine,  Florida,  Januarv  "i,  1^21 

FEKNANDO  M.  A  IMMlDOXDi) 
JUAN  DE  ENTi; Ai.ili). 

I,  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  national  armi<'s,  military  goveniiir,  civil  eliii'f  and  suli-delegute  of 
ultramarine  possessions  for  this  city  and  province,  do  certify  that  I  know  the  parties  wlio  tlms  siiid, 
delivered,  and  signed  in  my  presence,  and  that  of  assistant  witnesses  wlium  1  have  ehuM-n  \'"r  this  deed, 
Don  Tomas  do  Aguilar  ami  Don  .\ntonio  Alvarez,  tliere  being  no  oilier  notary  in  tiie  entire  province. 
Tiie  witnesses  to  this  writing  being  Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez,  Don  Bernardo  Segui,  and  Don  Jose 
Bernardo  Reves. 

COrriNtiKK. 

Witnesses  ])resent: 

ToM.\S  PE  A(U'IL.\K. 

AxTOXio  Alvarez. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original  which  exists  in  the  archives  of  tlio  said  notary  of  government,  to 
■which  I  refer;  and  at  the  desire  of  the  party,  sign  this  present  copy,  with  the  assistant  witnesses,  on  two 
leaves  of  common  paper,  stamped  not  being  in  use.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  5,  1821. 

JOSI-:  COPPINCEU. 
TO.MAS  DE  AtillLAH. 
ANTONIO  ALVAKKZ. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECKEK. 

Juan  de  EntraUjo  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  four  tlwu.<and  aeres  of  land. 

Tiie  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  nifftle  previous  to  Junuary 
24,  1818,  and  this  claim  being  part  thereof,  regularly  conveyed  to  claimant,  it  is  therefore  recoinmcnded 
to  Congress  for  confirmation.     June  30,  1S21. 

[Nos.  13  to  18,  inclusi-\"e,  were  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Onico  by  the  commissioners.] 

No.  19.— See  Report  No.  3. 
John  Fejrbesxs.  The  United  States.     For  seven  thrju-sand  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  eommissioners  apjjointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea-<t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  John  P'orbes  respectfully  showcth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  seven  thousand  acres^  situated  on  Little  St.  Mary's,  and  bounded  as  follows:  first  line 
commencing  at  a  pine  tree  near  Spell's  swamp,  running  north  10°  west,  246  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence 
south  80°  west,  286  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  south  10°  west,  246  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  north  80°, 
286  chains,  to  the  beginning,  and  containing  within  the  said  bound.aries  seven  thousand  acres,  as  appears 
bj-  a  survey  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  and  a  plat  of  which  is  herewith  filed,  marked  B;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  himself  by  Governor  Kindelan  on  July  28,  1814,  (see 
document  marked  A,  filed  herewith.)  And  your  memorialist  further  showcth  that  the  said  tract  of  land 
was  surveyed  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  above  named,  on  October  23,  1816,  as  will  appear  by  the  paper 
marked  B.  Your  memorialist  further  showcth  that  he  is  in  possession  of  said  lands,  and  that  at  the 
change  of  flags  he  was  a  Spanish  subject  and  resident  of  Cuba. 

JOHN  FORBES. 

[Translation.] 


Sexor  Goverxor:  I,  Don  Juan  Forbes,  partner  cif  the  house  of  Juan  Forbes  &  Co.,  successors  of 
Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.,  merchants  of  this  province,  before  your  excellency,  with  due  respect,  appear  and 
say  that  the  aforesaid  house  of  Panton,  Leslie  &  Co.  obtained  in  the  year  past,  of  1799,  a  concession  of 
fifteen  thousand  acres  of  royal  lands  in  the  district  of  St.  John's,  to  employ  their  negroes  in  agriculture 
and  pasture  their  cattle,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  certificate;  but  at  the  end  of  a  very  little  time  it  was 
found  necessary  to  abandon  them,  from  their  being  of  an  inferior  quality,  having  experienced  what  com- 
monly happens  in  this  province  where  the  farmer  does  not  succeed  in  his  choice  until  sad  experience;  and 
as  it  has  been  seen  by  many  precedents  that  the  government,  attending  to  similar  misfortunes,  and  the 
injuries  and  expenses  which  have  been  incurred,  has  had  the  goodness  to  allow  that  they  should  select 
lands  belonging  to  the  King,  always  giving  up  the  former  concession.  Finding  myself  in  this  case,  and 
desirous  to  establish  a  plantation  of  rice,  which  up  to  this  time  we  find  ourselves  obliged  to  bring  from 
abroad,  I  make  from  now  a  surrender  of  the  said  fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  favor  of  his  Majesty, 
(whom  God  preserve,)  praying  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  allow  it,  and,  in  its  place,  grant  me  an  equiva- 
lent in  the  district  of  Nassau  river.     In  virtue  of  which,  he  prays  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  com- 
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mandthat  the  formal  surrender  which  I  make  shall  be  allowed,  and  that,  in  consequence,  there  be  granted 
to  me  ten  thousand  acres  in  the  said  district  of  the  river  Nassau,  the  survey  of  which  I  shall  present  as 
soon  as  the  province  becomes  tranquil,  and  gives  an  opportunity  to  effect  it;  which  I  will  receive  as  a 

^''^°^'  '^*'-  JUAN  FORBES. 

DECREE. 

Let  the  report  be  made  from  the  comptroller's  office. 

KINDELAN. 

REPORT. 

As  in  this  ])rovince  lands  are  given  gratis,  the  comptroller's  office  has  not  taken  cognizance  of  their 

distribution  nor  to  v.-lioni;  for  which  reason  it  is  ignorant  of  the  grants  and  of  the  lands  remaining  vacant, 

and  therefore  cannot  say  anything  respecting  the  particular  which  it  is  ordered  to  report.     Nevertheless, 

it  appears  that  the  culture  of  rice  crops  is  useful,  lor  which,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  interested, 

the  lands  are  not  fit  wliich  were  granted  to  him  on  August  7,  1799,  with  the  expression  oi  for  i^asture,  as 

the  accompanying  certificate  shows,  given  by  the  former  secretary  of  the  government,  Don  Juan  de  Pierra. 

St  Au"-ustine,  Florida,  July  27,  1814. 

°  '  '       ^      '  ^  MANUEL  LOPEZ. 

St.  Augustixe,  Florida,  July  28,  1814. 

Let  this  interested  party  be  allowed  the  formal  cession  which  he  makes  of  the  fifteen  thousand  acres 
of  land  which  the  document  accompanying  this  memorial  comprises,  and,  in  their  place,  let  there  be  granted 
him,  witliout  injury  to  a  third  person,  the  ten  thousand  acres  for  the  purposes  which  he  solicits  in  the  dis- 
trict or  mari'-in  of"  tlio  river  Nassau;  and  in  consequence,  let  the  correspondent  certificate  be  issued  to 
him  from  the  secretary's  office,  that  it  may  serve  him  for  a  title  in  form.  This  party  having  to  present 
the  plat  and  demarcation  at  his  own  time,  and  the  jmjceeding  be  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  secretary's 

office.  • 

KINDELAN. 

On  this  date  a  copy  of  this  proceeding  was  furnished  to  the  interested — date  as  above. 

AGUILAR. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of '"'the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 

•  Don  George  Clarke,  lieutenant  of  militia  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  surveyor  general, 
appointed  by  the  government  of  sai<l  place  and  province:  I  certify  that  I  have  measured  and  laid  off  for 
Don  Juan  Forbes  seven  thousand  acres  of  land  at  the  head  of  the  Little  St.  ]SIary's  river,  on  tlie  banks  of 
the  river  St.  Mary's,  to  complete  ten  thousand  acres  whicli  were  granted  to  him  in  absolute  property  by 
the  government,  and  conformable  to  the  following  plat  and  its  copy  which  I  preserve  in  the  book  of 
surveys  in  my  charge.     Fernandina,  October  23,  1816. 

^  ^         ^  GEOEGE  J.  F.  CLARKE. 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

John  Forbes  vs.  The  United  States.     For  seven  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  above  being  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  previous  to  January  24,  ISIS,  and  this  claim  being 
part  thereof,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     July  13,  1824. 

No.  20.— See  Report  No.  3. 

John  Forbes  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  three  thousand  acres  of  land.    . 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajijwinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Jolin  Forbes  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  containing  three  thousand  acres,  being  a  part  of  a  tract  of  ten  thousand  acres  granted  to  the  said 
John  Forbes  by  Governor  Kindclan  July  28,  1814,  in  lieu  of  the  quantity  of  fifteen  thousand  acres  aban- 
doned by  your  memorialist  on  the  St.  John's  river;  the  said  three  tiiousand  acres  situated  in  Cabbage 
swamp,  (Du  or  near  an  arm  of  the  little  St.  Mary's  river,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  as  will  ajipear  by  a 
survey  and  plat  thereof  made  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  filed  herewith,  marked  B,  and  dated  October  20, 
181(5,  viz:  beginning  at  a  pine  tree,  and  running  south  80°  west,  195  chains,  to  a  pine  tree;  south  40° 
west,  35  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  west,  77  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence  north,  105  chains,  to  a  pine;  thence 
north  80°  east,  299  chains,  to  a  pine  marked  O+M;  thence  south,  105  chains,  to  the  beginning.  Your 
meiiiurialist  further  showeth  that  he  was  a  Spanish  subject  residing  in  Cuba  at  the  change  of  flags  in 
1821. 

JOHN  FORBES. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  for  ten  thousand  acres  to  John  Forbes,  dated  July  28,  1814, 
copied  into  a  claim  for  seven  tiiousand  acres.] 
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['rranslati(in.l 

Ddn  Goor(2;'e  Clarke,  lieiiteiumt  of  militia  of  the  city  of  St.  Aiig-nstiiie,  Florida,  anil  surveyor  g-eiiei-al, 
appoiiiteJ  liy  the  governnieiit  of  the  said  city  and  province:  I  certify  that  1  have  nieasnred  and  laid  nlf 
for  Don  Juan  Forlies  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Calibag-e  swamp,  near  tlie  river  St.  Mary's,  in  ijart 
often  thousand  acres,  which  were  j;-ranted  him  by  the  i;-overnnient  in  ahsoiute  property,  and  ai;'rei-al]li'  to 
the  following'  plat  and  itji  copy  whicli  I  keej)  in  the  hook  of  surxeys  in  my  charge.  Fcrnandina,  Octoher 
an    isirt 


20,  1816 

[Here  follows  the  plat.] 


(iF()i;(;F  J.   F.  CLARK  F. 


PKCREE. 


John  Fi»iK'!f  vs.  The  I'lutcd  Slatfx.      For  Ihrrr  Ihoumiid  arrca  (if  land. 


The  board  having  ascertained  the  abo\-c  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  cmicession  fur  ten  thnnsaml  ai  ,,  ,^  ,, 
previous  to  Januar^y  24,  1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  fiir  coiiliiinaliun.     July  L!,  1  Mi  t 


res  ma<le 


[CASES  REPOKTED  THIS  SESSION.] 

No.  1  a  [21.]— See  Report  No.  3. 

Sarah  Fish  vs.  The  United  States.     For  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  Anasla^ia  isiand. 

MEMORUL. 

To  the  honorable  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress  to  try  the  calidity  of  titles  to  lands  in  East 

Florida : 
The  memorial  of  the  subscriber  respectfull^y  showeth — ■ 

1.  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  the  island  lying  in  front  (l  e.,  to  tlie  cast)  of  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  running  south  above  18  miles,  more  or  less,  along  the  east  baidv  of  the  river  Matanzas, 
known  bj'  the  name  of  the  Island  of  St.  Anaslhaiia,  supposed  to  contain  ten  thousand  acres,  as  beh.mging 
to  the  deceased  husband,  Jesse  Fish,  sr.,  in  the  year  17(13. 

2.  That  in  the  year  1192  this  island  was  sold  at  public  sale  by  order  of  the  Spanisli  governor,  Qucsada, 
when  her  son,  the  late  Jesse  Fish,  jr.,  deceased,  became  the  purchaser. 

3.  That  the  Spanish  governor,  Quesada,  or  his  deputy,  Morales,  from  the  indisposition  of  Governor 
Quesada,  with  the  advice  of  the  King's  attorney,  Ortega,  did  then  reserve  a  certain  part  of  the  quarry 
existing'  in  said  island;  which  reservation  was  made  for  the  sake  of  the  stone  only,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  in  repair  the  King's  fortification  and  other  public  buildings.  The  part  so  reserved  has  always 
been  known  by  the  name  of  the  King's  quarry,  and  begins  at  what  is  called  the  King's  road  to  the  south, 
and  as  far  as  a  small  distance  to  the  north  of  the  light-house;  east  and  west  no  further  than  where  the 
quarry  ends,  as  appears  by  stakes,  and  (if  not  taken  away)  were  planted  at  the  delivery. 

All  the  above  explanation  will  appear  by  the  annexed  voucher's  delivery  of  said  island,  witli  witness, 
and  Spanish  custom,  and  receipt  from  the  treasurer  for  tlie  money. 

SARAH  FISH. 
St.  Augustixe,  August  31,  1828. 

[Translation.] 

Florida,  1794. 

Don  Jos^  Fish,  soliciting  from  the  government  that  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  should  be  granted 
to  him  which  his  deceased  father  of  the  same  name  possessed  at  the  plantation  named  the  Orange  Grove, 
which  was  sold  at  public  auction. 

St.  Augustine,  Floi'ida,  December  2,  1796. 

Sexor  Governor  .\xd  Com.\i.\xder-ix-chief:  Don  Jesse  Pish,  native  and  resident  of  this  city,  presents 
himself  to  your  excellency  with  the  most  profound  respect;  states  that,  at  the  public  auction  which  was 
made  of  the  property  of  las  deceased  father  for  the  payment  of  his  creditors,  che  memorialist  purchased 
the  place  called  the'Orange  Grove  at  §1,700,  which  sum  he  only  gave  with  a  view  to  the  fruit  trees  of 
said  place  and  the  wood  which  is  on  the  land  belonging  to  it,  as  the  land  is  entirely  useless  for  planting; 
that  he  has  observed  that  several  residents  are  cutting  the  said  wood,  and  therefore  he  humbly  prays  your 
excellency  to  be  pleased  to  declare  him  owner  of  the  lands  which  bis  said  father  possessed,  annexed  to 
said  place  of  the  Orange  Grove,  which,  accxirding  to  the  deeds  granted  in  the  time  of  the  British  posses- 
sion, amounted  to  ten  thousand  acres,  according  to  what  Don  John  Leslie  and  Don  Manuel  Solana  can 
declare,  it  being  well  known  to  them,  from  their  having  been  here  at  that  time,  whether  it  may  be  as  a 
new  settler  of  this  province  or  by  the  right  which  his  deceased  father  had  to  them.  Since,  if  your  memo- 
rialist does  not  obtain  this  favor 'from  your  excellency,  he  will  consider  himself  as  at  the  greatest  loss  of 
the  part  of  his  purchase,  because  the  lands  will  not  "produce  crops  of  any  kind,  and  a  great  number  of 
the  fruit  are  dried,  which  is  likely  to  occur  to  the  remainder  of  them.  A  favor  which  he  does  not  doubt 
to  enjoy  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency.  JE&SE  FISH. 

Let  his  honor,  the  assessor  general,  consult  with  me.  Thus  it  is  decreed  and  ordered  by  Senor  Don 
Juan  Nepomuceno  de  Quesada,  brigadier  of  the  infantry  of  the  royal  armies,  governor,  commander-in- 
chief,  vice  legal  patron  and  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  domain  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and 
its  province,  "for  his  Majesty,  who  signed  it  December  15,  1794;  which  I  attest. 

QUESADA. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Govenunent. 
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On  tlie  same  dav  this  was  nuulo  knowu  to  Dun  Jes.se  Fish;  which  I  attest. 

Zu  BIZAKL 1 1  A,  Ao/n?'!/. 

I  have  seen  this  memorial  of  Don  Je.'isc  Fisli,  and  if  it  directed  itself  to  the  setting  forth  that  he 
w.>uld  prevent  other  ..ersons  from  cuttin-  wood  on  his  lands,  or  to  recover  them  according  to  the  titles 
„f  his  proiiertv  and  the  injuries  whic'h  it  had  caused  or  might  have  caused  him,  I  would  consult  on  the 
interloc.ilory  decree  witli  your  excellency,  according  to  law;  but  this  memorial  ending  in  making  out  for 
Fish  the  boundaries  of  the  lands  which  iiis  father  possessctl  at  the  time  ol  the  British  (kmunion,  which  he 
desires  sIkjuUI  be  "-ranted  to  him  to  the  same  number  of  acres  which  he  sets  forth  as  annexed  to  the  Orange 
Grove  which  he  imrchased  at  public  auction  held  of  the  property  left  by  the  decease  of  his  said  father— 
the  said  sale  as  the  ]ueseiit  notary  states,  and  setting  forth  tlie  boundaries  of  those  which  this  party 
purcinsed  when  he  did  the  Orange  Grove,  it  remains  with  your  excellency  to  assign  him  these  which  he 
asked  for  as  a  new  settler,  to  which  the  possession  of  his  father,  alleged  by  him,  gives  him  sound  right 
of  preference  and  the  more  if  he  proves  it,  or  to  distribute  to  him  these  which  your  excellency  thinks 
proper  and  which  may  be  without  injury  to  another  possession;  with  which  hearing  in  the  case  it  ought 
to  be  determined  iudicially.  This  is  my  opinion,  which  1  sign  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  December  15,  1194. 
looLULici  J  J  Licentiate  JOSEF  DE  ORTEGA. 

St.  Augustine,  Fh/rida,  December  15,  1794. 

In  conformitv  with  the  foregoing  opinion,  let  the  interested  make  the  proof  which  announces  before 
the  present  notarV,  to  whom  it  is  committed,  and  in  sight  of  it  the  matter  on  which  it  treats  shall  be 
decreed  upon:  for  which  purposa  let  the  proceedings  be  brought  forward. 

'  QUESADA. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZAKETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

On  the  same  day,  month   and  j'ear  the  foregoing  decree  was  made  known  to  Don  Jose  Fish;  which 

I  attest, 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

In  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  September  22,  1195,  before  me,  the  notary,  Don  Jesse  Fish 
presented  as  a  witness  for  the  proof  which  he  was  ordered  to  give,  Don  John  Leslie,  resident,  &c.,  and 
merchant  of  this  said  city,  from  whom,  in  conformity  with  the  commission  which  was  conferred  upon  me, 
I  received  the  oath  which  he  made  in  all  form  of  law,  under  which  he  promised  to  tell  the  truth,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  in  what  should  be  asked  him,  and  it  being  done  so  inconsequence  of  the  aforesaid 
petition  presented  by  the  said  Fish;  that  as  the  person  who  declares  was  one  of  those  who,  in  the  time 
of  the  British  government,  valued  the  lands,  houses,  and  lots  wliich  Don  Jose  Fish,  deceased,  had  in  his 
possession,  and  amongst  them  was  the  plantation  named  the  Orange  Grove,  wliich  his  son  of  the  same 
name  now  claims;  which  he  possessed  with  lawful  titles  given  in  the  time  of  the  former  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  it  is  known  to  him  that  he  had  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  a  little  more  or  less,  according 
to  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  deponent,  in  possession  of  which  he  remained  peaceably  Avhile  the 
British  government  held  this  province;  and  answers  that  what  he  has  said  is  the  truth,  by  virtue  of  the 
oath  which  he  has  taken;  that  he  is  over  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  signed  this;  which  I  attest. 

JOHN  LESLIE. 

Before  mo — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Nolary  of  Govermnmt. 

In  the  citj'  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  10,  1795,  the  said  Don  Jose  Fish  presented  as  a 
witness  Don  Lorenzo  Llaues,  resident  of  this  said  city,  and  a  native  of  it,  from  whom  I,  the  notary, 
received  the  oath  which  he  made  by  God  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  under  which  he  promised 
to  say  the  truth  in  what  he  knew  and  should  lie  asked  of  him;  and  it  being  done  so  in  consequence  of  the 
foregoing  petition,  he  said  that,  as  a  native,  which  he  is,  of  this  city,  having  lived  in  it  both  during  the 
time  of  the  old  Spaniards  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  that  in  which  this  province  was  governed  by  the 
British  arms,  he  is  certain  of  having  always  seen  the  deceased  Don  Jesse  Fish,  the  father  of  the  memo- 
rialist, in  possession  of  the  Orange  Grove,  which,  a  little  more  or  less,  contains  the  ten  thousand  acres  of 
land  which  is  stated,  which  it  is  also  well  known  to  him  he  possessed,  with  lawful  titles  from  the  old 
Spanish  government;  and  he  answers  that  this  is  the  truth  under  his  oath;  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years,  and  signed  this;  wliich  I  attest. 

LORENZO  LLANES. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

In  the  city  of  St.  Augnstine,  Florida,  in  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  he  presented  as  a  witness 
Don  Manuel  Solana,  native  and  resident  of  this  said  city,  from  whom  I,  the  notary,  received  the  oath 
which  he  made  by  God  and  the  Holy  Cross,  according  to  law,  under  which  he  promised  to  tell  the  truth, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  in  what  should  be  asked  him,  and  being  so  as  to  the  tenor  of  what  the  fore- 
going petition  presented  by  Don  Jose  Fish  contained,  said  that,  as  a  native  and  resident  of  this  said  city, 
in  which  he  lias  always  resided,  he  is  certain  that  Don  Jesse  Fish,  the  person  who  brings  him  forward, 
has  possessed  in  the  island  called  St.  Auastasia  the  plantation  called  the  Orange  Grove,  in  which  he  lived 

since  the of  the  old  Spaniards  until  they  returned  to  take  possession  of  this  province  in  the  year 

1784,  and  since  that  until  1790  or  1791,  when  he  died,  and  was  buried  on  the  same  plantation;  and  from 
what  the  deponent  has  heard  of  the  result  of  the  survey  and  valuation,  w^hich  was  generally  made  before 
the  Engli.sh  had  delivered  this  province  to  the  Spaniards,  of  the  real  property  of  the  said  Fish,  he  knows 
that,  at  the  said  plantation,  he  possessed  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  the  deponent  corroborates  it, 
a  title  more  or  less,  from  what  he  has  seen  on  the  man}'  occasions  when  he  was  at  the  said  plantation, 
and  he_  answers  that  this  is  the  trutli  by  virtue  of  his  oath;  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  and  he 
adds,  that  he  recollects  that  at  the  time  of  the  old  Spaniards  the  deponent  went  with  the  notary,  Don  Jos6 
do  Loen,  by  command  of  the  government,  to  separate  the  King's  quarries  on  the  said  island,  in  order  to 
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grant  the  remainder  of  it  to  Don  Josd  Fish,  wlio  solirited  it  after  it  was  artually  ^-ranlcd  (o  liiiii,  after 
luiving  made  said  separation;  that,  after  tht'  Spaniards  M'liii-necl  tn  lake  possi'ssinu  nf  thi'  pr.. since,  liv 
the  treaty  of  peace  witli  tiie  En;;-lisii,  who  rente(l  it  alioul  twenty  years,  and  the  sceond  vear  nf  nnsscssinn 
the  g-ovcrnment  commissioned  hiin,  thai,  with  the  en,L;in<'er,  IKm  Manin'l  i\r  l.i  lunpiV,  and  Iwu  .ilhcr 
workmen,  they  should  designate  tiie  mM  ipi;irries,  which  they  actually  did,  and  lhi'\  set  np  fnnr  staki's  tn 
mark  out  the  land.s  of  the  King  cm  the  said  island,  and  Fish  remaineil  i)\\  ner  uf  the  leniainder  as  In-  had 
been;  until  then  he  did  not  sign  it,  as  he  said  he  did  not  know  how  U<  write;  which  I  attest. 


IJefore  lue — 


.lt)SK  HE  ZUBlZAKK'i'TA.  Sninnj  ,,1'  dnrmimnil. 


St.  ArcusTiNE,   Fluriilii,  Frlinmri/  1-2,  I'.i7:"). 

The  foregoing  proof  lieing  cuinpleted,  and  in  urdei'  to  the  making  a  decree,  nnw  fully,  let  the  wliujc 
lie  silhmitted  te  the  collector  of  the  royal  treasury,  tliat,  as  fiscal  of  it,  hi'  may  repirsent  as  conveinent  in 
the  discharge  ol' his  functions;  and,  with  what  he  may  say,  let  it  be  brought  forward. 

i^FFSADA. 
Before  me — 

JOSK  DE.  ZUBIZAIIFTTA,  Xnlnr:/ nf  dnnrinn,;,!. 

On  the  same  day  the  foregoing  decice  was  notilied  to  Don  Josc'  Fish;   wliii-h  1  attest, 

/1'B1ZA1;KTT.\,  A'nlm-,/. 

On  the  same  date  it  was  communicated  to  Scfior  Don  Oonzalo  Zamorajio,  collec-|or  ol'  the  i-oyal 
treasury,  as  fiscal  of  it;  which  1  attest. 

Zri'.IZAIIETTA,  Notarij. 

St.  Ana'STiNE,  F/ariila.  Fi'Iinnin/  'l"),  H'.lo. 
The  collector  of  the  army  and  the  royal  ilomain,  as  fiscal  of  it,  in  the  proeet'dings  moved  by  Don 
Joseph  Fish,  on  which  he  was  deidared  owiK/r  of  the  lands  which  iiis  father  possessed  annexi'(l  to  the 
situation  called  the  Orang-e  (trove,  wliitdi  he  bought  at  auction,  and  acciirding  to  the  decree  of  vour 
excelltMicy  of  the  12th  of  the  present  month,  in  wliieli  j'our  excellency  was  pleased  to  order  that  they 
should  be  sufimitted  to  him,  states  that,  at  the  sale  which  was  made  of  the  said  [ilace,  the  Orange  (jrove, 
to  Don  Joseph  Fish,  son  of  the  deceased  of  the  same  name,  the  b(nindaries  of  the  land  \vere  not  taken 
into  consideration,  and  only  the  valuation  of  the  trees  within  the  precincts  of  the  saiil  gro\-e,  without 
noticing  the  10,000  acres  of  land  annexed  to  it,  according  to  the  report  of  the  notary  of  government  and 
the  rov'al  domain,  the  fiscal  nnnister  is  of  ojiinion  that,  althougli  Fish  pnjves  by  the  proofs  he  has  given 
in  that  his  father  possessed,  in  the  time  of  the  British  and  Spanish  government,  all  that  land,  he  ought  to 
have  a  riglit  to  nothing  more  than  what  he  ];iroves  by  the  inventory,  valuation,  and  sale  which  was  made 
of  the  said  Orange  Grove;  that  this  land  being  laid  off,  the  remainder  up  to  the  10,000  acres  of  land 
ought  to  be  sold  as  belonging  to  his  deceased  father,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  his  estate, 
said  Fish  getting  the  preference  for  as  much  as  another  would  give;  that,  for  the  better  ]iroof  and  eluci- 
dation of  this  proceeding,  it  seems  fit  to  the  minister  your  excellency  should  lie  phased  to  order  that 
there  be  annexed  to  the  testimony  the  inventory,  valuation,  and  sale  of  the  sai<l  Oiange  drove,  which  was 
sola  by  auction  to  Fish  at  the  sum  of  $1,()06;  and  in  case  that  Don  Jose|ih  Fish  has  occasion  for  }iul.ilic 
lands,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  the  fiscal  minister  does  not  find  imy  objection  that  your  excellency 
should  grant  them  to  him  as  a  new  settler,  according'  to  what  his  Majesty  has  commanded  of  this  par- 
ticular; which  is  all  that  offers  itself  to  me  for  your  excellency's  information,  who  will  please  to  determine 
as  appears  most  just. 

GOXZALO  ZAMOKANO. 

Let  the  testimonial  which  is  indicated  be  placed  in  continuation,  and  with  it  those  proceedings 
returned  to  the  assessor  general,  that  he  may  consult  with  me  as  to  what  is  jn-oper  as  respects  the  other 
points  to  which  the  foregoing  fiscal  representation  refers.  It  is  thus  decreed  and  ordered  by  Senor  Don 
Juan  Nepomuceno  de  Quesada,  brigadier  of  infantry  of  tlie  royal  armies,  governor,  commander-in-chief, 
vice  royal  patron,  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  domain  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province, 
for  his  Maie-^'y,  which  he  signed  March  6,  1705;  which  I  attest. 

QUESADA. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Xofari/  of  Govrnnncn/. 

On  the  same  day  the  foregoing  decree  was  made  known  to  Don  Jose  Fish;  wliich  1  attest. 

ZU15]ZA1;E'1'TA,  Xolanj. 

On  the  same  day  it  was  made  kni.iwn  to  Don  Oonzalo  Zaniorano,  collector  of  the  myal  revenue,  as 
fiscal  of  the  same;  which  I  attest. 

zfbizai;ett.\,  Xn/u,-,/. 

COffillSSION. 

Don  Juan  Nepomuceno  de  Quesada,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  governor,  and  connnaniler-in-chief  of  this 
citj-  of  St.  Augustine,  Fhn-ida,  and  its  province,  for  his  Majesty: 

Wliereas,  in  the  proceedings  which  took  jjlace  in  this  trilmnal,  arising  from  the  recovery  (if  tla^  estate 
which  remained  by  the  decease  of  Don  Jose  Fish,  resident  that  was  of  this  city,  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  on  whicli  the  proceedings  being  opened,  several  creditors  appeared  on  the  memorial  of  the  defender 
appointed  for  said  estate,  Don  Fernando  Arredondo,  I  have  granted  permission  that  there  should  fie  valued 
and  sold  at  public  auction  the  lands  which  result  in  the  said  proceedings  to  Ijo  the  property  of  F'ish,  to 
avoid  the  deterioration  some  of  them  were  about  to  experience,  and  which  would  ultimately  result  to  the 
injury  of  the  creditors,  and  according  to  what  was  resolved  in  the  decree  of  the  l.'ith  of  Decendier  last, 
with  the  houses  and  lots  of  the  same.     Wherefore,  according  to  what  has  been  decrecil  by  me  under  date 
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of  the  16tli  instant,  I  have  appointed,  and  do  appoint,  as  said  valuators,  men  skilled  in  such  business,  Don 
Manuel  l^olana  and  Don  Ruque  Leunardy,  the  foinier  of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  latter  ensign  of 
the  local  militia  of  it;  that,  taking-  into  consideration  the  boundaries,  and  whatever  else  appears  on  said 
proceedings,  which  extract  will  be  placed  in  continuation,  and  in  presence  of  the  said  defender  of  the 
estate  of  Don  Vincente  Mcxias,  Don  Francisco  Revira,  as  witnesses  present,  commissioned  by  the  govern- 
ment for  want  of  a  notary,  let  them  pass  to  said  places,  with  proper  justice  and  integrity;  for  which 
purpose  let  the  said  valuators  previously  appear  before  this  government,  and  then  proceed,  and  then 
bci-in  the  commission  in  the  following  form: 

9lh  itrm.  The  jilaco  called  the  Orange  Grove,  which  belongs  to  the  deceased,  although  the  title  under 
which  he  eujovcd  it  does  not  appear  in  the  proceedings;  and,  when  concluded,  let  it  be  returned,  with  their 
arcoiuit  ol'  wiiat  lias   been  done,  to  tliis  government,  to  proceed  further,  as  they  may  think  proper.     St. 

Ausrustine,  January  18,  1792. 

^  '  •'  JUAN  NEPOMUCENO  DE  QUESADA. 


VALU.VTION. 


Valuation  and  survey  of  the  savannas,  lands,  and  lots  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased  John 
Jose  Fish,  made  by  the  appraisers  appointed,  Don  Manuel  Solana  and  Don  Koque  Leonardy,  in  virtue  of  a 
commission  by  his  excellency  the  g(.)vornor  and  conimandcr-in-cliief  of  this  city  and  province  for  his 
Majesty,  in  presence  of  Don  Vincente  Mcxias  and  Don  Francisco  Fievira,  for  want  of  a  notary,  and  the 
assistance  of  the  defender,  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo: 

Zth  item.  The  Orange  Grove  consists  of  540  large  orange  trees,  which  are  of  the  best  quality, 
and  valued   at  three  dollars,  which  amount  to   1,620  hard  dollars;   and  said  property 

answers  to  number  nine  of  the  commission $1,620  0 

Idem.  Three  hundred  small  ones,  bearing  fruit,  at  four  reals — 150  hard  dollars 150  0 

Idem.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  orange  trees  to  transplant,  at  three  reals — 93  dollars  6  reals 93  6 

Idem.  Four  hundred  sour  orange  trees,  at  four  reals — 200  hard  dollars 200  0 

Idem.  One  hundred  and  twenty  medlar  trees,  at  four  reals — 60  hard  dollars 60  0 

Idem.  Seventy-five  fig  trees,  at  two  reals — 18  dollars  6  reals 18  6 

Idem.  Seventy  jicach  trees,  valued  at  12  dollars  4  reals 12  4 

Idem.  Eiglity  pomegranates,  at  two  reals — 20  hard  dollars 20  0 

Idem.  A  plantation  of  lime  trees,  valued  at 25  0 

Total 2,180  0 


Which  valuations  the  said  appraisers  appointed  declared  that  they  had  performed  well  and  faithfully,  to 
the  best  of  their  opinions.  The  first  did  not  sign  it,  because  he  said  he  did  not  know  how  to  write;  the 
second  did  it,  with  the  assistant  witnesses  and  the  defender.    In  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  February  3,1192. 

VINCENTE  MEXIAS. 

ROQUE  LEONARDY. 

FERNANDO  DE  LA  MAZA  ARREDONDO. 

FRANCISCO   REVIRA. 

AUCTION. 

In  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  31,  1192:  I,  the  governor,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
collector  of  the  royal  revenue,  and  defender  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  British  subject,  Don  Jos^  Fish, 
and  the  assistant  witnesses,  by  whom,  when  it  was  despatched,  for  want  of  a  notary,  according  to  what  is 
provided  in  the  decree  of  said  month  and  year,  for  the  auction  and  sale  of  said  estate,  which  remained  to 
be  sold  at  the  sound  of  a  drum  and  by  the  voice  of  the  free  negro  Francisco  Blasco,  who  performed  tiie 
duty  of  a  crier;  having  called  together  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  people,  he  began  in  a  loud  and  distinct 
voice  to  declare  the  sale  to  tha  best  bidder,  from  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  said  day,  stating  that  it 
was  to  be  sold  without  reserve;  and  several  bids  and  outbids  having  been  made  by  the  meeting,  and 
called  for  liy  the  crier,  without  more  having  been  offered,  which  being  finished,  the  auction,  the  hour 
having  arrived  which  was  pointed  out,  was  concluded  in  favor  of  the  individuals,  and  for  the  prices  which 
follow:  to  Don  Jose  Fish  the  Orange  Grove  was  laid  ofl',  which  answers  to  number  nine  of  the  commission, 
for  the  sum  of  1,605  hard  dollars;  and  there  being  no  person  who  would  ofler  a  larger  sum  than  the 
foregoing,  the  hour  pointed  out  being  finished,  it  was  ordered  that  they  should  be  bid  ofl"  in  favor  of  the 
aforesaid,  interposing  therein  my  authority  and  judicial  decree,  as  I  can,  and  of  right  ought  to  do,  in  virtue 
of  which  he  was  declared  the  purchaser;  and  there  signed  with  me  the  collector  of  the  royal  domain,  and 
defender  of  the  estate,  and  the  assistant  witnesses,  for  want  of  a  notary. 

UUESADA. 

ZAMORANO. 

FERNANDO  DE  LA  MAZA  ARREDONDO, 

JUAN  FULTON. 

JOSE  FISH. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  commission,  ninth  clause  of  it,  sixth  of  the  valuation,  and  that  of  the 
auction,  which  originated  from  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  creditors  caused  by  the  death  of  the 
Englishman  Don  Jose  Fish,  which  remain  in  the  archives  in  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer.  And  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders  I  have  caused  the  present  copy,  which  I  sign  and  seal  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March 
12,1195.  F  !.>,  «  S  >  . 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

Having  been  seen,  it  was  passed  over  to  Don  Jos^  Fish,  and  was  thus  ordered  and  decreed  by  Sefior 
Don  Juan  Nepomuceno  de  Qucsada,  brigadier  of  the  infantry  of  the  royal  armies,  governor,  vice  royal 
patron  and  sub-delegate  of  the  royal  domain  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province,  for 
his  Majesty,  who  signed  it,  with  the  opinion  of  his  honor  the  assessor  general,  March  26,  1795;  which  I 
attest. 

QUESADA, 
Licentiate  ORTEGA. 
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Before  nic- 
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-1':  DK  /nilZAltETTA,  Notanj  of  Gonrnmn,/. 


On  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  the   f(iroo-(,iiin-  (jccrcc  was  jujtilird  to  Don  .r(].si'  I'lsh:  which  I  altcst 

ZrHI/AKKTTA,  y„fan/. 

On  the  same  day  it  was  communicated  to  Sefior  Don  (;(iUzaIo  /amorano,  collccior  of  the  royal 
revenue;  which  I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Nolnr.u. 

Don  Jose  Fish,  a  new  sefth.-r  in  tliis  province  aiid  a  suhject  of  his  ifajt'sty,  in  (■onse((uence  of  the 
proceedinp:s  which  1  am  followiiii;-  up,  in  order  to  have  g-ranted  to  me  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land 
•whicii  nn-  deceased  father,  of  the  same  name,  possessed,  at  tlie  place  named  the  Oranfi:e  (!rove,  whicii  was 
sold  at  the  public  auction  which  was  held  of  all  his  |iropcrty  left  at  his  decease,  liefore  your  excellencv 
in  the  manner  most  conformable  with  law,  throut;-h  the  medium  of  the  public  solicitor,  appears  and  says 
that  said  proceeding-s  shall  be  delivered  to  me,  to  answer  tiie  copy  which  was  given  me  of  the  representa- 
tion of  the  fiscal,  informed  of  the  contents  of  which,  and  also  of  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the 
valuation  and  auction  of  the  said  Orang-o  Grove,  the  said  seiior  fiscal  not  giving  a  solid  and  convincing 
reason  that  his  opinion  should  take  efl'ect,  contrary  to  my  right  and  just  pretension.  And  whereas  1  huvv 
sufficiently  confirmed  it  by  the  proof  which  1  have  adduced,  proving  by  it  the  ancient  possessicjn  which 
my  father  had  of  said  grove,  the  same  for  whicli  I  have  always  been  anxious,  and  on  which  account  I 
have  given  the  excessive  price,  which  the  proceedings  at  auction,  copied  in  the  judicial  proceedings, 
show,  which  sum  I  would  on  no  account  have  given  for  the  trees  alone,  which  have  been  valued  much 
less  for  the  lauds  which  these  occupj-,  in  virtue  of  which,  I,  submitting  to  the  cousideratic^n  of  your 
excellency,  that  I  have  not  enjoyed  the  least  valuable  arjicle  of  the  many  which  my  said  father  left,  as 
even  by  the  possession  to  whicli  I  aspire  I  inj'\n-e  my  interest,  giving  more  I'or  it  than  it  lawfidly  is  worth, 
solely  impelled  by  the  great  love  I  have  for  that  place,  in  which  I  have  not  only  been  born,  but  also 
brought  up  and  educated — the  ancient  residence  of  my  dear  parents  and  beloved  sisters,  who  are  actuallj- 
under  my  protection  and  charge,  w-ithout  anj-  other  help  to  protect  them,  which  I  also  do  for  my  dear 
mother,  although  with  verj-  limited  means,  which  can  only  be  obtained  from  the  few  trees  which  have 
beeft  sold  at  auction,  and  to  which  space  only  the  fiscal  pri'tends  to  restrict  me:  Wherefore,  and  hoping 
that  wdiatever  else  may  be  said  in  my  favor  will  be  taken  into  consideration,  as  I  cannot  express  myself 
properly,  from  the  little  knowledge  I  have  in  those  matters,  and  for  want  of  directors  in  them,  I  ask  and 
pray  j-our  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  me  the  said  island  as  I  have  solicited;  wdiich  favor  I  hope  for 
from  the  justice  of  your  excellency,  swearing  that  I  do  not  proceed  from  malice,  and  what  is  necessary,  &c.  " 

Furthermore,  to  prove  the  little  value  and  estimation  which  the  place  I  claim  and  bought  had,  and 
also  my  intentions,  and  that  I  had  given  such  a  large  sum,  not  alone  for  the  trees,  but  for  the  land  whicli 
I  have  solicited,  I  pray  your  excellencj'  to  be  pleased  to  order  that  the  present  notary  place  in  continuation 
a  copj'  of  the  deed  which  he  presented,  asking  for  the  island  for  a  valuation,  which  are  united  to  the 
principal  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  estate  of  my  deceased  father,  and  that  he  may 
so  certify  at  foot,  as,  although  befOTe  it  was  brought  to  public  sale  and  auction,  there  was  nothing 
offered,  that  all  may  produce  the  corresponding  effects.     I  demand  justice  as  above. 

JO.SE  FISH. 

BARTOLOME  DE  CASTRO  Y  FERRER. 

The  copy  which  is  solicited  in  the  note  being  placed  in  continuatii:)n,  let  the  whole  be  passed  over  to 
the  fiscal  representation.  It  is  thus  decreed  and  ordered  by  Seiior  Don  Jose  de  Ortega,  advocate  of  the 
royal  council,  lieutenant  governor,  auditor  of  war,  and  assessor  general  of  this  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  and  its  province,  for  his  Majesty,  who  signed  it  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  governor  and 
commander-in-chief  Apiril  17,  1195;   whicli  I  attest. 

LiCKNTIATE  ORTEGA. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

On  the  same  dav  the  foregoing  decree  was  made  known  to  Don  Jose  Fish;  which  I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

On  the  same  day  it  wa«  communicated  to  Seiior  Don  Gonzalo  Zamorano,  collector  of  the  roj'al  revenue, 
and  attorney  for  the  same;  which  I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

RErRESENT.lTIOX. 

Florida,  3Iarch  22,  1792. 

Seniir  Governor  and  Commaxder-ix-chief:  Don  Jose  Fish,  with  the  greatest  respect,  states  to  your 
excellency  that,  at  the  auction  which  was  yesterday  made  of  the  property  of  my  deceased  father,  there 
was  no  person  who  would  bid  for  the  island  of  the  Orange  Grove;  and  that  being  the  place  which  his 
father  inhabited  during  his  life,  the  possession  of  it  would  be  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  your  memorialist, 
obliging  himself  to  deliver  for  it  $1,60.5  in  government  money,  in  consideration  of  which,  and  the  said 
island  being  abandoned,  losing  much  of  its  value  every  day,  he  prays  your  excellency  to  have  the  good- 
ness to  order  that  he  be  placed  in  possession  of  it.  A  favor  which  he  hopes  for  from  the  benevolence  of 
your  excellency. 

JESSE  FISH. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  original,  which  is  in  folio  135  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  the 
creditors  of  the  deceased  Don  Jose  Fish,  to  which  I  refer,  certifying,  as  I  do  certify,  that,  at  the  auction 
which  was  made  March  21,  1792,  which  runs  to  leaves  one  iiundred  and  twenty-nine  of  the  said  proceedings, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  Orange  Grove  was  brought  forward  to  public  outcry  and  auction;  but,  from 
the  various  memorials  which  were  presented  since  said  auction,  soliciting  the  purchase  of  some  lands,  and 
the  plea  of  the  defender  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Fish,  whicli  runs  up  to  leaves  one  hundred  and  forty-two, 
it  is  evident  that  said  lands  of  the  Orange  Grove  had  no  bidder  at  that  sale  at  auction.  And  in  conformity 
with  orders  I  sign  and  seal  these  presents  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  20,  1795. 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  cf  Government. 
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St.  Augustine,  Florida,  May  4,  1195. 

The  fir.st  officer  of  the  chief  comptroller's  department  of  the  army,  who  performs  the  duties  thereof, 
from  the  occupation  of  the  collector,  who  is  charged  with  the  administration  and  judicature  of  the  royal 
revenue,  from  the  illness  of  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  as  attorney  fiscal  of  the  royal  revenue,  in 
proceedings  moved  by  Don  Joseph  Fish,  in  order  that  he  should  be  declared  owner  of  the  lands  which  his 
father,  of  the  same  name,  possessed,  annexed  to  the  situation  called  the  Orange  Grove,  which  was  sold  at 
auction,  and  in  consequence  of  the  preceding  decree  of  the  11th  of  the  month  before,  in  which  orders  were 
given  tliat  he  should  examine  them,  states  that,  by  the  copy  annexed  to  tiiis  proceeding,  it  is  proved  that 
Don  Manuel  Solana  and  Don  Koque  Leonardy  were  named  as  appraisers;  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  boundaries  which  appear  in  the  testamentary  proceedings  of  the  deceased  Don  Joseph  Fish,  that 
possession  which  belonged  to  him  was  valued  in  presence  of  tlie  defender  of  the  estate,  Don  Fernando  de 
la  Maza  Arredondo,  of  Don  Vincente  Mexias,  and  Don  Francis  Kevira,  as  assistant  witnesses,  for  want  of 
a  notary;  that,  in  consequence  of  this,  the  said  appraisers  proceeded  only  to  the  valuation  of  the  trees  of 
the  said  Orange  Grove,  which  amounted  to  $2, ISO,  without  ascertaining  boundaries,  nor  the  number  of 
acres  of  land  which  tiie.se  valued  trees  occupy,  much  less  made  mention  of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land 
as  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased  Don  Joseph  Fish.  But  what  does  not  admit  of  doubt  is  that, 
in  virtue  of  that  valuation  of  trees,  the  sale  of  them  at  auction  was  proceeded  to,  and  was  made  to  Don 
Joseph  Fish,  son  of  the  deceased  of  the  same  name,  for  the  sum  of  $1,605,  a  little  more  than  two-thirds 
of  said  valuation;  and  consequently  tlie  reason  of  the  fiscal  attorney,  in  his  opinion  of  the  21tli  February 
last,  is  well  fi.iunded,  in  considering  Don  Joseph  Fish  as  owner  only  of  the  land  and  trees  which  the  said 
valuation  occupy,  which  is  what  was  lawfully  sold  at  ;iuction,  because  until  then  nothing  appeared  of  the 
number  of  acres  of  which  the  said  Orange  Grove  consisted — a  defect,  in  truth,  very  easy  to  be  remedied  by 
the  appraisers,  since,  it  having  been  promised  to  them  that  they  should  lay  ofi'  the  land,  they  should  have 
done  it  with  the  particular  designation  of  the  land  which  properly  belonged  to  the  deceased  Fish,  from 
which  defect  this  new  ajipeal  arises.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  fiscal  attorney  thinks  that,  in  virtue 
of  the  proof  which  Fish  lias  made  in  these  proceedings,  he  proves  tliat  the  land  or  site  named  the  Orange 
Grove  consisted  of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  that  his  intention  was,  when  he  bought  it,  without 
doubt,  under  the  impression  that  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  which  his  said  father  enjoyed  would  be 
included  in  said  sale,  because,  separating  the  land  occupied  by  the  fruit  trees  which  were  valued,>the 
remainder  is  not  fit  for  planting,  and  as  respects  the  defect,  (a  negligence  of  the  appraisers,  Don  Manuel 

Solana  and  Don  Koque  Leonardy,  in  laying  oft'  the  boundaries  of  said ,)  he  considers  that  it  ought  not 

to  prejudice  the  right  which  favors  Don  Joseph  Fish.  From  all  these  reflections,  to  which  this  proceeding 
gives  rise,  the  fiscal  attorney  concludes,  and  it  appears  to  him  that  your  excellency  may  order,  that  the 
boundaries  be  marked  which  correspond  to  the  Orange  Grove,  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land, 
which  he  proved  belonged  to  his  father,  and  are  annexed  to  the  said  Orange  Grove;  or  your  excellency 
will  determine  what  you  may  think  most  proper,  and  with  your  usual  justice. 

JOSK  ANTONIO  DE  YGUINEZ. 

Having  examined  the  proceedings,  it  was  thus  decreed  and  ordered  bj'  Seiior  Don  Bartolorac  Morales, 
colonel  of  the  infantry  of  the  royal  armies,  commandant  of  the  third  battalion  of  Cuba,  which  garrisons 
this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  political  and  military  governor  of  it  and  its  province,  from  the 
indisposition  of  the  governor,  who  signed  it  May  16,  1196;  which  I  attest. 

MORALES. 
Licentiate  ORTEGA. 
Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government 

On  the  same  day  the  foregoing  decree  was  made  known  to  Don  Antonio  de  Yguinez  for  his  official 
cognizance;  which  I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notai-y. 

On  the  same  day  it  was  notified  to  Don  Jose  Fish;  which  I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  June  13,  1195. 

To  decree  more  fully,  let  notice  be  given  to  the  defender  of  the  estate  on  Don  Josd  Fish,  and  have  the 
proceedings  returned. 

MORALES. 
Licentiate  ORTEGA. 
Before  me —  , 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  June  11,  1195. 

Don  Rafael  Saavedra  de  Espinosa,  attorney  general  of  this  city,  and  defender  of  the  estate  of  the 
deceased  Don  Jose  Fish,  who  was  a  resident  of  this  city,  and  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  commenced 
by  Don  Jose  Fish,  son  of  the  aforesaid  deceased,  appear  before  your  excellency,  and,  in  the  manner  most 
conformable  to  law,  state  that  I  have  examined,  with  all  the  attention  mj'  little  capacity  allows  me,  what 
the  son  of  the  said  Fish  sets  forth  in  favor  of  his  right;  and  I  find  that  up  to  this  time  he  proceeded 
inadvertently  to  the  time  when  he  purchased  the  place  called  the  Orange  Grove  at  auction,  since  he  ought 
at  that  time  to  have  shown  clearly  and  distinctly  to  what  his  petition  referred;  notwithstanding  which 
he  now  endeavors  to  remedy  his  inadvertency  by  the  [iroof  which  he  has  adduced  in  said  proceeding. 
For  all  which  reasons,  and  agreeing  with  the  well-founded  exposition  of  the  first  officer  of  the  royal 
comptroller's  office,  Don  Jose  Antonio  de  Yguinez,  who  performs  the  functions  of  his  honor  the  fiscal 
attorney,  which  expijsition  is  in  folio  41,  on  whicli  reference  is  made  to  the  want  of  precaution  with  which 
the  apiiraisers,  Don  Manual  Solana  and  Don  Roque  Leonardy,  jjroceeded,  who  ought  to  have  sh<iwn  at 
that  time  the  boundaries  which  that  land  had,  by  adverting  to  which  they  would  not  only  have  given  full 
eflect  to  their  coniniissiou,  but  also  obviated  the  present  litigation;  and  conseipiently  it  would  have 
operated  with  entire  eli'ect  in  the  present  case,  and  without  waiting  for  the  injury  done  both  the  estate 
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and  the  mover  of  these  procecdiiii;-s,  tor  which  reusons  it  a])iie;irs  to  me  tlial  ymir  cxccUnicy  may  grunt 
to  Don  Jose  Fish  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  hind  wliirh  liis  deeeased  I'atiier  of  the  same  name  ])ossessed; 
and  especially  your  excelleni'y  will  decree  accurdiiii;-  to  what  is  every  day  e\liiliit<Ml  in  yiiur  judicial 
decrees,  this  being  all  I  have  to  say  as  ii(.'t'endcr  nf  said  estate,  in  cnni|iliance  w  itii  llic  discharge  u['  niy 
diitv. 

liAFAKL  SAAVKIiKA    DK    KSIMNOSA. 

Having  examined  those  proceedings,  ami  seen  the  ]inioi'  adduced  in  them  by  I'mu  .losi-  Msh,  it  appears 
not  only  his  father,  of  the  same  name,  jiossessed,  since  the  time  of  the  old  Spaniards,  and  in  that  of  the 
British  dominion,  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  laml,  possession  of  which  he  claims  at  the  |)laee  callcil  the  Orange 
Grove,  which  ho  purchased  at  public  auction,  but  also  that  he  made  a  bill  f.ir  the  said  land,  under  which 
liis  purchase  ought  to  be  understood,  which  defect  in  not  explaining  it  thns,  at  tlial  time,  should  not  Ik- 
prejudicial  to  him,  and  has  given  cause  to  this  litig'ation.  IIi«  excellency  said  that  die  hiring  it,  as  he 
declared  now,  he  ordered,  in  consequence,  that  whether  by  tlie  right  which  ihi'  I'lirdensome  acijiiisitioii 
of  the  said  land  gives  Fish,  which  cost  him  §l,t>0.i,  wliicli  it  appears  he  paid  fur  the  purchase  of  the  Orange 
Grove,  or  by  the  riglit  which  the  ancient  pc.issessioii  of  his  father  gives  him  to  the  said  ten  thousand  acres 
of  land;  or,  iiually,  in  consequence  of  the  petitii.iu  of  Fish,  that  they  should  Ix'  granted  to  him  as  a  new 
settler,  he  be  placed  in  possession  of  the  said  land,  which  it  ajipears  his  said  father  possessed,  and  is 
already  laid  otf,  with  the  reserve  of  the  quarries,  and  the  remainder  which  was  not  granted  to  his  said 
father,  and  which  the  King  has  reserved,  renewing,  in  case  of  necessity',  at  the  cost  of  the  interested,  the 
boundaries  by  said  appraisers,  Don  Manuel  Solano,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  old  Spaniards,  and  at  the  new 
possession  by  them  of  the  province  laid  oil'  by  order  of  the  governor,  the  aforesaid  quarries,  to  give 
possession,  as  is  proven,  to  the  father  of  the  memorialist  of  the  land  which  he  claims,  and  let  them  be 
granted  to  him  on  tlie  terms  above  set  forth,  the  present  notary,  who  is  commissioned  for  the  purpose, 
when  with  tlie  said  appraiser,  and  any  other  workman  that  may  be  necessary,  he  shall  assist  at  marking 
the  boundary,  at  which  also  shall  assist,  to  represent  the  roj'al  treasury,  the  person  whom  the  minister  of 
the  royal  domain  may  depute  for  the  purpose.  All  of  which  shall  be  made  appear  on  tlie  proceedings  with 
which,  and  the  taxation  of  the  costs,  which  the  interested  shall  satisfy,  this  [iroceeding  shall  be  held  as 
concluded.  It  was  tlius  decreed  and  ordered  by  Sefior  l)on  Bartolome  ^Morales,  colonel  of  infantiy  of  the 
royal  armies,  commandant  of  the  third  battalion  of  Cuba,  which  garrisons  this  city  of  .St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  and  political  and  military  governor,  who  signed  this,  with  the  opinion  of  his  honor  the  assessor 


general,  June  19,  1195;  which  I  attest. 


BARTOLOME  MORALES. 
LicENTi.\TE  JOSEF  DE  ORTEGA. 


St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year  the  foregoing  decree  was  notified  to  Don  Jose  Fish; 
which  I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

On  the  same  day  it  was  intimated  to  Don  Rafael  Saavedra  de  Espinosa  for  his  cognizance. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Xotary. 

On  the  same  day,  month  and  year  it  was  communicated  to  the  collector  of  the  royal  domain  for  his 
fiscal  cognizance. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

PROOF  OF  B0UND.\RY  AND  POSSESSION. 

Being  at  the  plantation  called  the  Orange  Grove,  in  the  island  of  St.  Anastasia,  July  10,  1*195,  in 
conformitj-  witli  what  is  provided  in  the  foregoing  decree,  we  proceeded  to  the  marking  the  boundaries  of 
the  land  comprised  in  these  proceedings.  Don  Manuel  Solano,  the  appraiser  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
passing  from  said  place  to  where  the  quarries  of  the  King  and  of  individuals  are  situated,  who,  passing 
along  the  ancient  boundaries  with  Don  Jose  Lorente,  chief  master  of  the  royal  works,  who  accompanied 
him,"to  inform  himself;  Don  Tadeo  Arribas,  officer  of  the  royal  comptroller's  office,  from  the  employment  of 
the  collector,  for  his  fiscal  cognizance,  and  I,  the  present  notary,  went,  fixing  up  stakes,  to  point  out  said 
bi5uudaries,  across  the  island,  and  separated  the  said  quarries,  saying  that  all  besides  them  was  what 
corresponded  to  Don  Jose  Fish;  to  whom,  being  also  present,  I,  the  said  notary,  in  discharge  of  the 
commission  which  was  conferred  upon  me,  put  him  in  possession  of  the  land  pointed  out,  leading  him  into 
it  by  the  hand,  and  riding  together  on  liorseback  by  various  places,  until  arriving  at  tlie  dwelling-house; 
all  of  which  I  did  as  a  token  of  said  possession,  wliich  he  took  quietly,  peaceably,  and  without  contradiction. 
In  testimony  of  which,  and  for  the  due  proof,  I  have  extended  the  present  proceedings,  which  all  signed, 
with  the  exception  of  Solano,  who  said  he  did  not  know  how;  and  all  of  which  I  attest. 

TADEO  DE  ARRIBAS. 

JOSE  FISH. 

JOS£  LOREXTE. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

I,  Francis  J.  Fatio,  secretary  of  the  board  of  land  commissioners  for  East  Florida,  do  liereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  "correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  .S'.  B.  L.  C. 

[Tran.slation.] 

Having  seen  that  of  the  justification  set  forth  in  these  proceedings  by  Don  Joseph  Fish,  it  not  only 
appears  that  his  father,  of  the  same  name,  possessed  since  the  time  of  the  old  Spaniards,  and  during  the 
British  dominion',  the  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  possession  he  claims  at  a  place  called_  Vergel, 
which  he  purchased  at  public  auction,  but  also  he  fixed  a  price  to  the  said  land,  according  to  which  sale 
ought  to  have  taken  place,  which  defect,  in  not  making  it  known  at  the  time  of  the  same,  ought  not  to 
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iniure  him  and  wliich  has  given  cause  to  this  litigation,  his  excellency  said  that,  declaring  it,  as  by  these 
presents  he  does  declare,  and  ordering,  in  consequence,  by  the  right  which  the  honorable  acquisition  of 
the  said  hind,  purchased  in  the  sum  of  $1,605,  gives  to  Fish,  as  is  proven  by  the  sale  which  he  paid  for 
the  Burqd  or  by  the  ri^ht  o-ivfen  him  by  the  old  possession  of  his  father  ol  the  above-mentioned  ten 
thousand  acres  of  land;  or,  lastly,  in  consequence  of  the  petition  of  Fish,  that  it  should  be  granted  him  as 
a  new  settler  he  be  put  in  possession  of  the  same  land  which  is  known  his  lather  possessed,  and  is  already 
laid  off  with  the  exception  of  the  quarries,  and  also  what  was  not  granted  to  his  said  lather,  and  was 
alwavs'  reserved  by  the  King,  renewing,  if  thought  necessary,  at  the  expense  of  the  interested,  the 
boundaries  by  the  same  skilful  person,  Don  Manuel  Solano,  who,  at  the  tune  of  the  old  Spaniards,  and  the 
repossession  of  these  of  the  province,  laid  oflF  by  order  of  government  the  aforementioned  quarries,  to  give 
possession  as  was  cfl'ected  to  the  father  of  the  memorialist  of  said  land,  and  he  is  granted  on  the  same 
terms  as  above  set  forth,  giving  him  possession  thereof  by  the  present  notary,  who  is  commissioned  for 
that  purpose,  whenever  the  skilful  person  named,  and  some  other  person  that  may  be  named  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  ofl'  the  same,  and  also  the  minister  of  the  royal  finance,  who  will  attend  as  representative 
of  the  royal  exchequer.  All  of  which  will  be  made  to  appear  in  the  returns,  and  with  the  valuation  of 
the  costs,  which  the  interested  will  pay,  these  proceedings  will  be  at  an  end.  Being  thus  decreed  and 
ordered  bv  his  excellency  Don  Bartolome  Morales,  colonel  of  infantry  of  the  royal  armies,  commandant  of 
the  third 'battalion  of  Cuba,  which  garrisons  this  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  military  governor 
pro  tern,  of  the  same  and  its  province,  on  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  incumbent;  signing  it,  with 
the  advice  of  the  attorney  general,  June  19,  1195.     I  attest. 

•^  °  BAETOLOME  MORALES. 

Licentiate  JOSE  DE  ORTEGA. 

Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

NOTIFICATION. 

In  St.  Augustine,  on  the  same  day,  month  and  year,  I  notified  the  preceding  decree  to  Don  Jos^  Fish. 

I  attest 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

On  the  same  day  I  addressed  Don  Rafael  Saavedra  de  Espinosa  thereof,  on  account  of  his  agency. 

I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

On  the  same  day,  month  and  year  I  made  it  known  to  the  accountant  of  the  royal  finance,  Don 
Gonzalo  Zamorano,  as  attorney  of  the  exchequer.     I  attest. 

ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary. 

Being  on  the  plantation  named  Vergel,  situated  on  the  island  of  St.  Anastasia,  July  10,  1915,  in 
conformity  with  what  is  ordered  in  the  foregoing  decree,  the  measurement  of  the  land  comprised  in  these 
proceedings  was  proceeded  to,  and  Don  Manuel  Solano,  a  skilful  person  named  for  the  purpose,  proceeded 
to  the  place  where  the  quarries  of  the  King  and  private  persons  are  situated,  who,  passing  along  the  old 
boundaries  with  Don  Jose  Lorente,  master  workman  of  the  roj^al  works,  who  accompanied  him  for  the 
purpose  of  being  informed  thereon;  Don  Tadeo  de  Arribas,  oflScer  of  the  royal  accountant  office,  on 
account  of  the  occupation  of  the  accountant  as  attorne.y  of  the  exchequer,  and  I,  the  present  notary,  placed 
the  stakes  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  said  boundaries,  according  to  the  width  of  said  island, 
separating  the  said  quarries;  making  known  that  all  the  rest  was  what  belonged  to  Don  Jos(^  Fish,  to 
whom  I,  the  said  notaiy,  being  likewise  present,  according  to  the  commission  conferred  on  me,  gave  him 
possession  of  the  land  pointed  out,  taking  him  thereon  by  the  hand,  riding  together  on  horseback  ou 
different  parts,  until  our  arrival  at  the  dwelling-house;  all  of  which  he  done,  as  a  sign  of  having  taken  quiet 
and  undisturbed  possession  of  the  same  without  opposition.  In  testimony  of  which,  and  that  it  may  be 
duly  made  known,  I  made  out  the  present  returns,  which  all  signed,  except  Solano,  who  said  he  did  not 
know  how;  and  to  all  of  which  I  attest. 

TADEO  DE  ARRIBAS. 

JOSEPH  FISH. 

JOSEPH  LORENTE. 
Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

According  to  its  original,  presented  in  the  proceedings  on  the  subject,  to  which  I  refer;  and  at  the 
request  of  the  party,  do  seal  and  sign  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  ordinary  paper,  stamps  not  being 
used.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  29,  1788.  _ 

[seal.]  JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Notary  of  Government 

[Translation] 

Don  Bartolome  Benitez  y  Galeoz,  intendant  elect  of  the  province  of  Ytocos,  in  the  Philippine  islands, 
and  treasury  of  the  royal  finance  in  this  city,  received  of  Don  Joseph  Pish,  resident  of  this  city,  13,880 
reals  in  specie,  deposited  in  these  royal  chests  under  my  charge,  being  the  amount  of  a  lot  opposite  Pedro 
Garcia  and  the  plantation  called  The  Bergel,  appertaining  to  the  will  of  his  deceased  father,  which  was 
purchased  by  him,  as  is  communicated  to  me  iroui  the  principal  accountant's  office  in  an  official  letter  of 
the  12th  instant.  And  of  the  above  13,880  reals  in  specie,  I  take  charge  as  a  deposit,  in  virtue  of  this 
receipt,  of  which  an  account  will  be  taken  by  the  accountant  of  the  royal  finance,  with  tjie  approval  of  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  this  said  city  and  province  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  19,  1792,  on  account 
of  the  indisposition  of  the  treasurer  and  his  substitute. 

PHILIP  DE  AGUIRRB.. 

13,880  reals  in  specie. 

1  took  an  account  of  the  same. 

GONZALO  ZAMORANO. 
Approved.  QUESADA. 
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A  cop.y  from  the  orig-inal  on  iilo  in  this  princip;il  accountant's  ollicc^;  and  this  is  nirulo  out  that  it  may 
serve  as  a  security  t(.i  the  interested.     St.  AugMistine,  Florida,  April  19,  17112. 

(i.  /.\.M()i;A\(). 


I  certify  the  foreg'oing'  t 


o  lie  a  true  and  correct  transhition  from  a  document  iu  tln^  Spaiiisli  hui"-uafO 

!'.  .1.   I'.VTK),  S.  Jl.  L.  C.    " 


The  board  having-  ascertained  tlie  aliove  to  he  a  valid  S|ianisli  grant  fur  tlie  Id, (KM)  acres  of  land,  dn 
therefore  reconunend  it  to  Congress  fur  conlirmation.     Deceudjcr  1(1,  is^u. 

No.  2  /;  [22.]— Sec  ItEi-oRT  No.  3. 
Teresa  liodriijuez  vs.  The  I'luled  Slalet^.     For  five  thejumndfivi-  luni'lred  (vres  nf  IiukI. 

MKMORI.VI,. 

To  the  honorable  the  eommist<>iiiierf:  aiqioinied  to  a.-verlain  tlie  claimf!  and  tltle!<  to  !anil>!  In  /'Jn.<t  Ftorida: 

The  memorial  of  Teresa  Itudrignc/;,  widow  nf  iligucl  Marcos,  fir  and  in  Ixdialf  of  herself,  and  as 
guardian  to  her  children,  the  heirs  of  the  said  .Miguel  JMarcos,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  cimsisting  of  five  thousand  live  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  two  marg-ins 
of  a  creek  running-  from  the  west,  and  empties  into  the  river  St.  John's,  about  two  miles  north  of  a  lake 
known  by  the  name  of  Long  lake — the  nmuth  of  the  above  creek  is  called  "Big  spriiig;"  which  said  tract 
of  land  was  granted  to  the  said  iliguel  Marcos  by  Governor  Estrada  October  IS,  1815,  in  virtue  of  various 
royal  orders,  as  appears  by  the  original  grant  in  the  office  of  the  public  records  in  this  city,  kept  by  \Vm. 
Reynolds,  and  a  certified  copy  herewith  presented,  which  land  has  never  been  survej-ed.  Your  memorialist 
further  represents  that  Don  Miguel  Marcos  was  a  resident  of  this  province,  for  many  years  in  the  service 
of  his  Catholic  Majestj',  and  that  he  was  legally  possessed  of  said  tract  when  this  Territory  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States.     St.  Augustine,  December  1,  1823. 

TERESA  RODRIGUEZ, 
By  her  attorney,  J.  W.  SIMONTON. 

[Translation.  ] 

SeSor  Governor:  Don  Miguel  Marcos,  first  sergeant  and  sub-lieutenant  by  brevet  of  the  corps  of  royal 
artillery  detached  to  this  city,  with  all  respect,  states  to  your  excellency  that  he  has  served  his  Majesty 
for  forty-one  years  in  this  class,  and  always  ctmimissioned  by  his  chiefs  for  duty  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion, which,  from  his  capacity  and  efficiency,  have  been  placed  in  his  charge;  he  has,  furthermore,  been  in 
several  actions,  and  particularlj'  in  the  invasion  of  the  year  1812,  occasiimed  by  the  rebels  of  the  province, 
in  which  he  gave  the  strongest  proofs  of  his  valnr,  loyalty,  and  patriotism,  always  exposing  himself  to  the 
greatest  risks  in  defence  of  his  King  and  religion.  In  attention  to  all  that  is  set  forth,  and  availing  him- 
self of  the  royal  bounty  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  to  all  the  officers,  sergeants,  soldiers, 
and  others  who  were  under  arms  at  that  period  of  1812,  as  respects  giving  them  lands  gratis  in  recom- 
pense for  the  proofs  of  valor  and  enthusiasm  with  which  they  have  defended  their  country;  for  all  which 
he  prays  your  excellency  that,  attending  to  all  which  has  been  set  forth,  and  also  that  he  is  married  and 
charged  with  children,  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  iu  absolute  property  five  thousand  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  wiiich  are  vacant,  on  the  two  banks  of  a  creek  which  comes  from  the  west  and  discharges 
itself  into  the  river  St.  John's,  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  lake  known  as  "Long  lake"  and  the 
mouth  of  the  said  creek  called  "Big  spring."  A  favor  which  ho  does  not  ddubt  to  obtain  from  the  strict 
justice  which  your  excellency  administers.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  October  18.  181.5. 

MIGUEL  MARCOS. 

St.  Al-gustixe,  Florida,  October  18,  1815. 
Let  there  be  granted  to  the  interested,  on  the  terms  which  he  solicits,  the  lands  indicated  in  this 
memorial,  in  virtue  of  the  several  royal  orders  which  authorize  to  that  effect;  and  that  he  may  be  able  to 
prove  this  concession  iu  any  event,  let  the  necessary  certificates  be  delivered  to  him  from  the  secretary's 
office.  ESTRADA. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Sjianish  language 
on''file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  a 


The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  foregoing  is  a  valid  conccssitm  fir  the  five  thousand  five 
hundred  acres  of  land  made  to  Miguel  Marcos,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 
December  16,  1825. 

No.  3  c  [23.]— Sec  Report  No.  3. 
John  W.  Simonton  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  Cayo  Hueso,  or  Iveij  West. 

JIE.NtilRI.il,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Fhrida  : 

The  memorial  of  John  W.  Sinronton,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  repectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  being  the  island  of  Key  West,  known  by  the  name  of  Thomson's 
island,  containing  about  seven  thousand  acres  of  land,  situated  in  East  Florida,  on  the  southern  coast, 
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about  the  latitiiJc  of  24°  2T  north,  longitude  82°  12'  west,  from  Loudon;  which  island  was  granted  to 
Juan  P.  Salas  August  2(5,  1815,  in  consideration  of  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Spanish  government, 
the  grant  for  which  island,  signed  by  Estrada,  governor  of  East  Florida,  was  made  in  virtue  of  various 
royal  orders,  and  is  deposited  in  the  office  of  public  archives  kept  by  Mr.  Eeynolds  in  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  pur- 
cliased  the  said  island  for  a  valuable  consideration  of  the  grantee  December  20,  1821,  as  will  appear  by 
the  deed  of  conveyance  from  Salas  and  his  wife  to  j'our  memorialist,  recorded  in  the  office  of  public 
records  for  the  county  of  St.  John's  January  23,  1822;  that,  under  the  said  conveyance,  your  memorialist 
took  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  island  January  19,  1822,  where  no  living  person  was  on  said  island, 
and  has  ever  since  held  quiet  possession  of  the  same;  that  he  has  erected  many  buildings  thereon  and 
made  many  improvements.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  November 

25,   1822. 

JOHN  W.  SIMONTON, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  RODMAN 

[Translation.] 

MEM0RI.\L. 

Senor  Govkrxor:  Don  Juan  P.  Salas,  postmaster  of  this  city,  with  due  respect  and  submission,  states 
to  your  excellency  that,  in  consideration  of  the  merits  and  services  which  he  has  performed  at  different 
tiines,  both  in  the  corps  of  royal  artillery  which  garrisons  this  city,  as  well  as  that  he  has  voluntarily  and 
without  any  gratuit.y  served  in  the  office  of  the  secrctarj'  of  the  government  under  the  command  of  your 
excellency,  all  of  which  can  be  proved  by  legal  documents  in  proper  time,  and  which  are  well  known  to 
your  excellency;  in  virtue  of  which  he  humbly  prays  j'our  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him,  in  absolute 
property,  one  of  the  keys,  known  as  Cayo  Hueso,  situated  to  the  south  of  Gape  Florida.  A  favor  which 
he  does  not  dcjubt  to  obtain  from  the  strict  justice  which  your  excellency  administers. 

JUAN  P.  SALAS. 

St.  Augu.stixe,  Florida,  August  23,  1815. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  August  26,  1815. 
In  virtue  of  the  power  by  which  several  royal  orders  have  authorized  this  government  to  distribute 
lands  to  the  inhabitants,  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  gratis,  in  this  province,  let  there  be  granted  to  the 
interested  in  absolute  property  the  key  named  Hueso,  included  within  the  limits  of  this  jurisdiction, 
without  injury  to  a  better  right;  and,  for  a  proof  of  this  grant  at  all  times,  let  there  be  issued  from  the 
secretary's  oflHce  the  necessarj'  certificate. 

ESTRADA. 

1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  PATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

United  States  Commerci.\l  Agency  : 

Be  it  known,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me,  John  Mountain,  vice  commercial  agent  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  Havana,  personally  came  and  appeared  Don  Tomas  de  Aguilar,  who,  being 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  upon  the  solemn  oath  did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  that  he  acted  as  secretary 
to  the  following  named  governors  of  East  Florida,  viz:  Don  Enrique  White,  Don  Sebastian  Kindelan,  Don 
Juan  Jose  de  Estrada,  and  Don  Jose  Coppinger;  that  he  was  acting  as  the  secretary  of  Don  Juan  Jose  de 
Estrada  in  the  month  of  August,  1815;  that  some  time  in  the  said  month  of  August,  1815,  Don  Juan  P. 
Salas  presented  a  memorial  to  Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada,  who  was  then  acting  as  governor  of  East 
Florida,  requesting  him,  the  said  Estrada,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  him  as  the  governor  of  that 
province,  to  grant  him,  the  said  Salas,  the  island  called  Cayo  Hueso;  that,  in  conformity  to  the  memorial 
of  the  said  Silas,  Governor  Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada  did  grant  the  said  island  to  the  said  Salas  some  time 
in  the  said  month  of  August,  1815;  that  this  deponent  did  put  the  same  on  file  in  the  office  kept  for  that 
purpose.  This  deponent  further  states  that  the  consideration  c^f  the  above  grant  was,  that  the  said  Salas 
had,  in  the  years  1812,  1813,  and  1814,  rendered  important  services  in  the  suppression  of  an  insurrection 
in  the  province,  and  had  afterwards  faithfully  served  in  various  civil  capacities,  for  which  he  obtained  no 
other  remuneration. 

TOMAS  DE  AGUILAR. 

Signed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  said  vice  commercial  agent,  to  which  I  have  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office,  at  Havana,  October  30,  1824. 

JOHN  MOUNTAIN,   [l.s.] 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  Juan  Pablo  Salas,  late  of  East  Florida,  residing  in  the  city 
of  Havana,  Island  of  Culia,  and  Margarita  Lorente,  the  wife  of  the  said  Juan,  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  $2,000  to  us  in  hand  paid  by  John  W.  Simonton,  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  bargained,  sold,  "and  quit-claimed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  bargain,  sell,  and  quit-claim  unto  the  said  John  Watson  Simonton,  and  to  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  all  our  and  each  of  our  right,  title,  interest,  estate,  claim,  and  demand,  both  at  law  and 
in  equity,  as  well  in  possession  as  in  expectancy,  of,  in,  and  to  all  that  messuage  or  tract  of  land  called 
Cayo  Hueso  or  Key  West,  it  being  a  key  or  island  situated  on  the  south  coast  of  "Florida,  about  the  latitude 
of  24°  2T  N.,  and  longitude  82°  12'  W.,  from  London;  which  key  or  island  was  granted  to  the  said  Juan 
Pablo  Salas  on  August  26,  1815,  by  his  excellency  Don  Juan  Estrada,  then  governor  of  East  Florida,  as 
will  appear  by  the  following  copy  of  memorial  and  decree  of  the  said  governor,  viz: 

St.  Augustin  de  la  Florida,  26  de  Agosfo  de  1815. 
Senor  Governador:  Don  Juan  Pablo  Salas,  adm'r  de  correo  de  esta  plaza  ante  vs.  con  todo  respecto 
dice;  que  in  atencion  a  los  meritos  y  scrvicios  que  hacontraido  en  destiutas  epocbas  tantoen  el  real  cuerpo 
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do  artillci-ia  que  guanioco  csta  ])Ia/,a  con  en  el  que  estuvn  voluntan'aiiiente  y  siu  uTiililii-ai'inii  alu-una  eu 
la  secretaria  tie  govieiri.i  del  uianilo  de  vs.  conio  toiln  |iucil.p  aeiciliiarlii  rnn  Ir-iiinms  iluriimciilns  cu 
tienipo  opoftuuo  y  que  in  snu  constantes  ;l  vs.  ni  esia  xiiiinl  \.  \.  S.  reniliilamciili-  suplic-a  que  teuienilu 
en  consideracion  lo  expuesto  se  seria  cencederiuc  eu  alisdiiita  jinipiedad  uiio  dc  li.s  eayus  enunsidci  pr. 
Cayo  Hueso  situado  al  sur  do  Cayo  Florida  n'raeio  que  no  duda  alcan/.ar  Ar  la  reda  Jiisliria  ipic  vs. 
administra. 

.ll'.W   i'Ain.O  SALAS. 

St.  .\r(a-.sTiM  de  la  Fi.okiiia,  2(1  di-  A(jiiM<i,  islfi. 
En  virtud  de  las  I'aeultades  ([ue  autori/.au  a  esle  i;'oliienhi  varias  reales  ordones  sobre  reparliiu:  cnln 
de  fierra  g'ratis  a  los  lialiitanles  varsalos  ile  S.  .M.  en  esta  provinciasc  le  concede  al  interesado  en  alisuluta 
propriedad  el  cayo  nombrada  Ilueso,  coiTespon<liente  a  los  liinites  de  esla  jurisdieeiim  sin  perjuit-io  de 
mayor  dereelio  v'  para  (jue  pueda  liaeor  constar  esta  niereod  en  todo  tienqie  se  Ic  di'spei-liaia  pr.  seeretaria 
lo  necesaria  cercilicaeion. 

p:sti;.\i)a. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  f'oreg'oing'  is  a  true  copy  of  thi^  original,  which  now  remains  depusited  in  the 
oflice  of  the  alcalde  and  notary  public  of  county  oi' St.  Joini's,  province  of  Kast  l-'jorida,  William  Keyiiohls, 
the  said  Juan  Pablo  Salas  hereby  declaring-  that  himsi'lf,  uor  any  one  for  him,  has  cxcr  (iis|i(ised  ol'.  Id  any 
person  or  persons,  any  right,  title,  <ir  interest,  ceded  tn  him  by  the  giant  of  tln'  said  (eivcrnoi'  Estrada,  of 
which  a  copy  is  hereinbefore  written,  witli  all  and  singular  the  lioreditaments  and  ap|iurlenani-es  thereunto 
beloug'ing. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  seals  at  Havana  this  2('ith  of  Decendjer,  in 
the  rear  18-21. 

dlAX  P.  SAEAS. 
MAKUAKITE  LUUENTE. 

Signed,  seale<l,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 

JenX   -MnLXTAIX. 

James  Buknuam. 

DECREE. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  for  the  island  in  question,  made 
to  Juan  P.  Salas,  who  sold  and  convej'ed  the  same  to  claimant,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for 
confirmation.     December  14,  1825. 

[Number  four  (24)  was  not  returned  to  the  General  Ijand  Office  by  the  commissioners.] 

No.  5  e  [2o.] — Kepout  No.  3. 

Archibald  CUirl-  vs.  The  United  iS'/n^cs.     Fo!-  eight >j  thousand  acres  of  land. 

memoriai,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajJjMinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Archibald  Clark,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  eighty  thousand  acres,  situated  at  or  near  Cape  F'lorida, 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Atlantiic  ocean,  on  the  south  by  Black  Acres  creek,  on  the  west  by  vacant 
land,  and  on  the  north  by  the  Rio  Nueva,  as  by  reference  to  the  plat  herewith  affixed,  with  the  evidences 
of  title,  will  more  fully  ajipear;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  John  Arram- 
bide  by  provincial  deputation  at  Havana,  Governor  Apodaca  presiding,  December  4,  1813.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showetli  that  he  is  at  this  time,  by  his  tenants,  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Mary's,  Georgia.     St.  Augustine,  May  17,  1824. 

AKUHIBALD  CLARK. 

[Translation.] 


In  the  city  of  Havana,  January  12,  1814,  I,  the  undersigned  notary  public  of  his  Majesty,  of  the 
number  of  this  city,  in  virtue  of  the  orders  of  l>on  Ignacio  Pedroso,  constitutional  alcalde  of  the  same, 
by  a  decree  of  thi^s  date,  made  to  a  memorial  presented  by  Don  Jnan  Xavier  de  Arrambide,  I  have 
recorded  in  continuation  said  memorial,  with  the  document  accompanying  it,  which  is  another  presented 
to  the  most  excellent  captain  general,  superior  political  chief  i.if  the  province,  and  president  of  the  most 
excellent  provincial  deputation,  asking  for  a  testimonial  of  the  certified  act  of  the  same  passed  on  the 
4th  of  December  last;  which  testimonial  appears  placed  in  continuation  of  it  by  the  govermnent  notary 
of  this  city.  And  to  attest  which,  and  said  documents  remaining  recorded,  I  sign  these  presents,  Don 
Vicente  Perez,  Don  Manuel  Farnari,  and  Don  Francisco  de  Silva,  residents,  being  witnesses. 

JOSE  LEAL. 


Se.vor  CoNSTm-TioxAi,  Alcalde:  Don  Juan  X.  de  Arrambide,  a  resident  of  this  city,  withdue  respect, 
states  that,  requiring  that  the  annexed  document  be  recorded  in  one  of  the  public  offices  of  this  city,  in 
order  that  the  necessary  testimonials  may  be  taken  from  it,  he  supplicates  that  you  will  please  to  order 
that  it  be  recorded  in  the  notary's  office,  "where  he  presents  it,  and  that  tlie  copies  I  rcjuire  be  furnished 

me.     Havana,  January  12,  1814. 

JL'AN  XAVIER  DE  ARRAMBIDE. 

Havana,  January  12,  1814. 

As  he  asks  for. 

PEDROSO. 
JOSE  LEAL. 
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MEMORIAL. 


Mod  excellent  sir,  captain  general,  superior  political  chief  of  this  island  and  the  two  Floridas: 

Don  Juan  Xaviur  de  Arrambide  and  Goocoecliea,  native  of  Puerto  Real,  and  a  resident  of  this  city, 
with  due  respect,  states  to  your  excellency  that,  on  the  meetin.n-  of  the  most  excellent  provincial  deputation 
held  on  the  4th  instant,  it  was  ordered  tliat  the  honorable  council  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  should  grant 
me,  say,  two  leagues  to  each  cardinal  point  of  the  compass,  in  the  territory  of  that  province,  for  the  ends 
contained  in  my  memorial  of  the  28th  of  May  of  that  year.  Wherefore,  I  pray  your  excellency  to  be 
pleased  to  order  the  person  whose  duty  it  is  to  furnish  me  with  an  authorized  copy  of  that  act,  which  he 
hopes  for  from  the  justice  of  your  excellency.     Havana,  December  9,  1813. 

^  -^  JUAN  XAVIER  ARRAMBIDE  Y  GOECOECHEA. 

DECREE. 

Havana,  December  10,  1813. 

Let  the  memorialist  receive  a  testimonial  of  the  determination  stated  by  him  in  his  memorial. 

APODACA. 

TESTIMOXIAI,. 

I  certify  that  at  the  session  held  by  the  most  excellent  provincial  deputation  the  day  of  the  date 
hereof,  presided  over  by  his  excellency  the  captain  general,  superior  political  chief  of  the  province,  there 
was  read  the  report  of  the  commission  presented  on  the  15th  of  the  preceding  November,  on  the  solicita- 
tion of  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide,  that  there  should  be  granted  him  in  property  a  certain  extent  of 
land  in  East  Florida,  with  the  object  of  establishing  on  it  mills  for  sawing  timber  and  of  exporting  resins, 
with  respect  to  which  Sefior  Don  Jose  Ferrequi  said  that  in  the  distribution  of  these  lands  the  letter  of 
the  sovereign  decree  of  the  4th  of  January  of  this  year  ought  not  to  be  observed,  but  rather  the  laws  of 
the  Indies  in  the  matter,  as  that  decree  applies  to  the  division  of  vacant  and  royal  lands  in  the  provinces 
already  peopled,  in  which  state  the  Floridas  are  not;  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  part  of  their 
coasts,  the  remainder  of  which,  and  the  entire  of  the  interior,  which  is  of  incalculable  extent,  remains 
uncultivated  and  desert.  Arrambide  ought,  therefore,  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  settlers  of  whom 
the  said  laws  treat,  and,  conse(iuently,  the  land  granted  to  him  in  absolute  property  should  not  be  limited 
to  tlie  small  tracts  pointed  to  in  said  decree;  and  having  sufficiently  discussed  the  business,  the  most 
excellent  dcputati<jn  agreed  that  in  virtue  of  the  conformity  manifested  by  the  council  of  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  in  its  act  of  the  16th  of  August  last,  with  which  the  deputation  resolved  in  this  case,  after 
having  consulted  the  captain  general,  superior  political  chief  of  that  province,  with  a  certified  copy  of 
the  present  act,  the  most  excellent  deputation  were  pleased  to  state  to  that  council  that  they  grant,  in 
property,  to  Don  Juan  X.  de  Arrambide  two  leagues  square  to  each  cardinal  point  of  the  compass  of  the 
land  he  may  choose,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Nueva,  which  discharges  itself  on  the  coast  of  East 
Florida,  and  the  Funta  Larga,  on  the  south  part,  following  the  same  course  to  the  seashore,  permitting 
him  to  cut  timber  without  the  square  set  forth,  and,  when  the  bounding  lands  are  not  granted  to  other 
inhabitants,  prohibiting  him  from  burning  them  and  offending-  the  Indians,  returning  the  proceedings  to 
the  commission,  that  they  may  propose  the  best  mode  of  distributing  the  remaining  lands,  conforming  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  said  decree.     Havana,  December  4,  1813. 

■    TOMAS  ROMAY,  Secretary. 

At  foot — This  is   conformable   to  the  original,  which   I   returned   to  the  oflSce  of  the  secretary  of 

government,  to  which   I  refer;   and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  jiut  these  presents.      Havana,  December 
14,  1813. 

.     .  •  MIGUEL  MENDEZ. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  originals,  which  arc  recorded  with  the  public  instrument  in  my  archives, 
to  which  I  refer;  and,  in  compliance  with  orders  in  the  decree  m!»de  to  the  memorial  first  copied,  I  give 
these  presents.     Havana,  January  13,  1814. 

[A  cipher.']  [x  seal.] 

JOSE  LEAL. 

We  attest  that  Don  Jose  Leal,  by  whom  the  foregi)ing  copy  appears  authenticated,  is  notary  public 
of  his  Majesty,  of  the  number  belonging  to  this  city,  faithful,  lawful,  of  entire  confidence,  and  to  persons 
such  as  himself  full  faith  and  credit  is  given  both  in  law  and  equity;  and,  to  confirm  it,  we  agree  to  give 
these  presents,  which  we  sign  and  seal  with  that  of  our  college.     Havana,  dated  as  above. 

[a  SEAL.]  [a  seal.]  [a  SEAL.] 

MAURICIO  PERRAS  PITA,  Notary  of  War. 
JOSE  LORENZO  RODRIGUEZ. 
ESTABAN  ESQUINEZ. 

I  certify  the  fi)rcgoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  of  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  0. 

The  most  excellent  cajitain  general  states  me,  under  date  of  the  10th  of  December  last,  that  which 
I  copy:  "Don  Juan  Xavier  Arrambide  having  solicited  that  a  certain  extent  of  land  should  be  granted 
him  in  East  Florida  for  the  reasons  and  object  which  ho  sets  forth,  I  enclose  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of 
the  opinion  given  me  by  the  most  excellent  provincial  deiiutation  on  the  subject,  which  I  have  agreed  to, 
to  the  end  that,  on  your  part,  it  may  have  due  course  and  coiniiletion,  which  I  pass  over  to  your  honors 
for  your  informatinn  and  consequent  ends,  accompanied  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  opinion  mentioned, 
receipt  of  which  you  will  advise  of     God  preserve  you  many  years.     St.  Augustine,  March  16,  1814. 

SEBASTIAN   KINDELAN. 
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I'aiiama    1<i,aniis. 

Know  all  moil  by  thoso  prpspiits  that  T,  .loliu  An-ainliidc,  ol'  Kast  Flnriila,  IjuI  \\i>\\  in  Nmssiui,  New 
Frovincr,  liavo  inaile,  ordained,  oon.stitutcil,  and  a|i])iiintrd,  iniil  \<y  tli('.s(;  prcscnls  do  makr,  (nihiin,  nn<l 
appoint,  James  Rixbj',  of  Gt'org-ia,  (unc  nl'  the  I'liilril  Slates  nl'  Ameriea,)  my  trnc  and  lawi'id  atlumey, 
for  me,  and  in  my  name  and  istcad,  ami  tn  my  use,  to  sell  all,  nr  any  part  or  parts,  nl'  my  liaets  (if  land  in 
East  Florida,  whereon  I  I'eside,  contaiiunf:;  ',)0,()l)(l  aeres,  or  ihereabonts;  and  1  do  farther  enipdwer  and 
authorize  my  said  attorney  to  transfer  by  i Iced  whatever  lu^  may  sell  as  aforesaid,  |irnmisinL;-  and  en}:;aj;-injj,' 
to  satisfy  and  confirm  whatever  my  said  attorney  may  ihi  in  the  premises. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  liave  iiereiinto  set  my  hand  and  seal  at  Nassau,  \<'\v  I'nix  idi  iiee,  this  l.'ith 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  IS17,  ami  in  the  ;"i7th  year  of  his  Majcstv's  rciun. 

doiiN  akkami'.iuf. 

Signed,  scaled,  and  delivered  in  the  preseiLce  of — 
Joseph  Bixbv. 

State  of  Georgia,  County  of  Camden  : 

This  indenture,  made  the  1st  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lurd  IMT,  and_iii  the  indcpi^ndmee 
of  the  United  States  of  America  the  forty-second,  betwi  en  James  Bixby,  of  Camden  cdunty,  attorney  in 
fact  for  Jean  Arrambide,  of  Havana,  in  the  Islam!  ol'  Cuba,  (d  the  one  part,  and  Archibald  Clark,  uf  the 
count}'  and  State  aforesaid,  attorney  at  law,  of  the  other  part,  witnesscdh:  That  the  saiil  James  Hixby, 
attorney'  in  fact  as  aforesaid,  for  and  in  consideratimi  uf  the  sum  df  $'2O,0ll0  tn  hini,  the  said  James  IJixby, 
attorney  in  fact  as  aforesaid,  in  hand  well  and  truly  [laid,  the  receipt  wherenf  is  hereby  a(dcno\vledj;'ed, 
and  thereof,  and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  doth  ac([uit,  exonerate,  and  dischar,n"e  the  saiil  Archiliald 
Clark,  his'heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  he,  the  said  .lames  Bixby,  attorney 
as  aforesaid,  and  by  virtue  of  the  special  )iowers  in  him  by  power  of  attorney  vested,  dated  and  executed 
July  15,  ISIT,  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  doth 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  convey,  and  conlirm  unto  the  said  Archibald  Clark,  his  heirs  and  assigns,{_for- 
evcr,  80,000  acres  of  land,  being  part  of  that  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  coast  of  East  Florida,  on  New 
river,  containing  00,000  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less:  bounded  eastwardly  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
westwardly  by  vacant  lauds,  northwardly  and  southwardly  by  vacant  lands,  at  the  time  of  the  issuing 
the  royal  grant  for  the  same,  a  description  of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  being  hereunto  aiiui'\e(l,  and  is 
intended  to  form  a  sujiplcmentary  part  of  this"  indenture,  and  which  said  grant  stands  on  record  in  the 
office  of  the  scrica/m'' ill  the  town  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
aforesaidf  80,000  acres  of  land,  part  of  the  above-described  tract,  with  all  the  improvements,  frights, 
hereditaments  to  the  same  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  unto  the  said  Archibald  Clark,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said  James  Bixby,  as  attorney  as  aforesaid  for  him,  the  said  Jean  Arram- 
bide, dotic  hereby  warrant  andjdefeiid  the  premises  a/oi-emid,  the  claim  or  claims  of  him,  the  said  Jean 
Arrambide,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  assigns,  and  against  the  claims  of  all  and  every  person  or  persons 
whomsoever,  by  virtue  of  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  James  Bixby,  as  attorney  as  aforesaid,  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  ami 
seal,  at  St.  Mary's,  in  the  State  and  county  aforesaid,  this  1st  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1811,  and  iii'tlie  forty-second  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JOHN   Alir.AMBIDE, 
By  liis  attorney  in  fact,  JA.MES  BIXBY. 

Signed,''sealcd,[and  delivered  in  presence  of — 
And.  Atkixson. 
R.  Holcombe. 

decree. 

The  board  having  ascertaineil  the  above  to  lie  a  valid  Spanish  grant  for  the  !<0,OI_)0  acres  made  pre- 
vious to  January  24,  1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  confirmation.     Decemlier  15. 

Xo   0/  [2tj] — See  IxEroRT  No.  3. 
JoKqA  Dele.tjjine  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  ninelij-luv  thousand  one  hundred  and  si.rli/jicres  of  land. 

ME.MORIAL. 

Territory  of  Florida,  East  Florida: 

To  the  honorable  tlie  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.^t  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Delespine  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title,  in  fee 
simple  absolute,  in  and  to  ninety-two  thousand  (jne  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  situated  and  being  in 
East  Florida  aforesaid.  Your  memorialist  shows  that  on  the  15th  day  of  Novemlier,  in  the  year  18lo, 
one  Juan  Xavier  de  Arramldde,  a  Spanish  suliject,  applied  to  a  certain  liody — a  committee  called  the 
"Provincial  Committee" — then  established  in  the  city  of  Havana,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  whose  business 
and  duty  it  was  to  consider,  consult,  advise,  and  determine  as  to  the  most  proper  and  advantageous 
distribution  and  disposition  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  also  in  the  then  provinces  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  over  which  its  authority  in  this  respect  extended,  for  a  grant,  in  absolute  owner- 
ship and  property,  of  two  leagues  of  land  to  each  point  of  the  compass,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  saw-mills, 
making  rosin,  &"c.;  that  the  said  committee,  at  its  session  on  the  aforesaid  loth  day  of  November,  1813, 
at  which  its  president,  his  excellency  the  then  captain  general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  of  the  two 
Floridas,  was  present  and  presided,  resolved  that  the  lands  solicited  by  the  said  Juan  Xavier  de  Arram- 
bide should  be  granted  to  hiin  in  complete  and  absolute  ownership  and  property,  and  that  his  excellency 
the  said  captain  general,  at  the  said  session  of  the  said  committee,  directed  that  the  act  or  proceedings  of 
the  said  committee  at  their  said  session,  in  relation  to  the  said  grant  of  land,  should  be  transmitted  to  the 
governor  and  chief  civil  magistrate  of  East  Florida,  in  order  that  the  corporation  of  the  said  province  might 
make  a  grant  to  the  said  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide  of  two  square  leagues  of  land  to  each  point  of  the 
compass,  on  the  spot  which  he,  the  said  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide,  might  choose,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Nueva,  which  empties  itself  on  the  const  of  Florida,  to  the  Punta  Larga,  on  the  south  side,  running 
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said  side  up  to  the  .seasiiore.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  corporation 
of  East  l-'hirida,  held  at  St.  Augustine,  March  22,  1814,  at  wiiicii  presided  his  excellency  Don  Sebastian 
Kindehui,  tlieu  governor  and  chief  civil  magistrate  of  East  Florida,  a  memorial  of  the  said  Juan  Xavier  ' 
dc  Arran'ibide,  dated  at  the  Havana,  on  tiie  1st  day  of  February,  in  tiie  year  1814,  was  presented, 
accompanied  by  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  aforesaid  resolution  and  act  of  the  said  provincial  committee, 
and  of  tlie  aforesaid  order  of  tiie  captain  general;  in  which  memorial  the  said  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide, 
after  referring  to  the  said  proceedings  of  tiie  provincial  committee  and  of  the  captain  general,  solicited  a 
grant  of  the  said  two  leagues  of- land  to  each  point  of  the  compass  to  the  ncjrth  of  the  river  De  los 
Miamies,  wliicli  lies  on  the  northwest  of  Cayn  Viscayno;  that  the  said  corporation,  at  its  said  meeting, 
resolved  to  grant,  and  did  grant,  to  the  said  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide  the  said  lands  then  solicited  by 
liini,  in  full  and  absolute  property,  and  directed  that  a  copy  of  this  act  and  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  the  said  Jnan  Xavier  de  Arrambide,  together  with  his  memorial  to  said  corporation,  should  be 
duly  authenticated  b^'  their  secretary,  and  be  directed  to  him,  the  said  Arrambide,  for  his  security,  and  as 
a  title  to  the  said  land,  which  was"  accordingly  done;  all  of  which  will  fully  and  at  large  appear  by  a 
reference  to  certified  copies  uf  the  proceedings  and  acts  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  set  forth,  now  here 
submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  A. 

Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  immediately  after  the  completion  of  the  said  grant  the  said  Juan 
Xavier  de  Arrambide  entered  upon  and  took  actual  possession  of  the  lands  embraced  by  it,  and  carried  a 
number  of  persons  with  him  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  said  lands,  and  of 
jn-omoting  and  proceeding  in  the  purposes  he  had  in  view  in  obtaining  the  said  land;  that  the  said  Arrambide 
for  several  years  prosecuted  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  said  land,  and  the  making  of  tar  and 
rosin,  and  the  cutting  of  timber  thereon,  when  he  was  driven  from  it,  and  compelled  to  abandon  bis  plans 
founded  on  the  possession  of  it,  by  the  hostility  of  the  Indians  and  fugitive  negroes  who  infested  that 
part  of  the  country;  that  tiie  said  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide  (by  his  agent,  lawfully  authorized  in  that 
behalf)  sold  and  conveyed  the  said  lands,  in  absiilute  property,  to  one  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  a  Spanish 
subject,  according  to  tiie  formalities  required  by  the  Spanish  law,  April  29,  1820,  as  will  appear  by  a 
certified  co]iy  of  the  said  conveyance  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  that,  after  the 
purchase  of  the  said  land  by  the  said  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  that  is  to  say,  May  7,  1821,  he  applied  for,  and 
(ibtained  from  the  then  governor  of  East  Florida  an  order  for  the  survey  of  the  said  land,  which  will  appear 
from  a  certified  copy  thereof  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  C;  that,  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  surveyor  to  execute  the  said  order,  his  acceptance  thereof,  and  preparations  made  to  efl'ect  the 
said  survey,  it  was  found  that  it  could  not,  with  any  safety,  be  attempted,  on  account  of  the  decided  and 
open  hostility  of  the  Indians  to  the  whites  just  at  that  period,  in  consequence  of  whicli  the  design  to 
survey  the  said  land  at  that  time  was  laid  aside;  that,  January  4,  1822,  the  said  George  J.  F.  Clarke  sold 
and  conveyed  the  said  lands  to  one  John  B.  Strong,  as  will  appear  by  his  original  conveyance  thereof, 
herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  D;  and  that  the  said  John  B.  Strong,  for  a  large  and 
valuable  consideration  paid  to  him  by  your  memorialist,  sold  and  conveyed  the  said  lands  and  their 
appurtenances  to  your  memorialist,  in  fee  simple  absolute,  February  25,  1822,  as  w-ill  appear  by  the  original 
conveyance  thereof  to  your  memorialist,  now  here  submitted  and  tiled,  and  marked  exhibit  E. 

Your  memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  there  are  a  numVier  of  families  and  settlers  established 
on  the  said  land  under  the  title  of  your  memorialist — believes  are  persons  placed  on  the  said  lands  by  the 
aforesaid  Arrambide  at  the  time  he  attempted  to  establish  himself  on  it  as  aforesaid;  and  that  consider- 
able improvements  have  been  made  thereon  by  clearing-  and  cultivating  the  ground  and  erecting  buildings. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  memorialist. 

JOSEPH  DELESPINE, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Translation.] 

RECORD. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  January  12,  1814,  I,  the  undersigned  notary  public  of  his  Majesty,  of  the 
number  of  this  city,  in  virtue  of  the  orders  of  Don  Ignacio  Pedroso,  constitutional  alcalde  of  the  same, 
by  a  decree  of  this  date  made  to  a  memorial  presented  by  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide,  I  have  recorded 
in  continuation  said  memorial,  with  the  document  accompanying  it,  which  is  another  presented  to  the 
most  excellent  captain  general,  superior  political  chief  of  this  province,  and  president  of  the  most  excel- 
lent provincial  deputation,  asking  for  a  testimonial  of  the  certified  act  of  the  same  passed  on  the  4tli 
December  last;  which  testimonial  apjiears  placed  in  continuation  of  it  by  the  government  notary  of  this 
city,  and  to  attest  which,  and  said  documents  remaining  recorded,  I  sign  these  presents;  Don  Vincent 
Perez,  Dun   Manual    Fornari,  and  Don  Francisco  de  Silva,  residents,  being  witnesses. 

JOSE  LEAL. 

MEM0RI.\L. 

Sexor  Constitutional  Alcalde:  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide,  a  resident  of  this  citj',  with  due 
respect  states  that,  requiring  that  the  annexed  document  be  recorded  in  one  of  the  public  offices  in 
this  city,  in  order  that  the  necessary  testimonial  may  be  taken  from  it,  he  supplicates  that  you  will  please 
to  order  that  it  be  recorded  in  the  notary's  office,  where  he  presents  it,  and  that  the  copies  I  require  be 
furnished  me.     Havana,  January  12,  1814. 

JUAN  X.  DE  ARRAMBIDE. 

ILwAN.t,  January  12,  1814. 

As  he  asks  for. 

PEDROSO. 
JOSE  LEAL. 

MEMORIAL. 

Most  cxcellenl  sir,  captain  general,  superior  political  chief  of  this  island  and  the  two  Floridas: 

Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide  and  Goecocha,  native  of  Puerto  Real,  and  a  resident  of  this  city,  with 
due  respect  states  to  your  excellency  that,  on  the  meeting  of  the  most  excellent  provincial  deputation 
held  on  the  4th  instant,  it  was  ordered  that  the  honorable  council  of  St.  Augustine  of  Florida  should 
grant  me,  say,  two  leagues  to  eacli  cardinal   point    of  the    compass,  in   the  territory  of  that  province,  for 
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the  ciuls  contained  in  nij'  memorial  of  the  28tli  of  May  of  that  year.  Wliercfnrc,  I  ]iiay  vmir  cxcclh-ncy 
be  pleased  to  order  the  person  wlioso  dnty  it  is  to  furnish  me  witii  an  aullirhlirniiil  cn|iy  of  that  act- 
^y!licil  lie  liopes  from  the  justice  of  your  exeellencv.     lla\-ana,  nercmliiT  '.i.  1X1:1. 

.IIAX    XAV.   1M-:   AllKAMIUhf;   AND   ( ;oK('(  H 'II  A. 

ni:ruKE. 

Havana,   Dr.-rmhrr  10,   ISKJ. 

Let  the  memorialists  receive  a  copy  of  the  deeisiim  stated  by  him  in  his  memorial. 

Al'ODACA. 
eoi'V. 

I  certify  that,  at  the  session  held  by  the  most  e.xcclli'iit  iirnviiicial  deputatinn  tlic  d.iv  'if  the  ilato 
hereof,  presided  over  by  his  excellency  the  cajitain  g-eiu'ral,  superior  pdlitical  chief  ut  ihc  ]iriiviiicc,  there 
was  read  the  report  of  the  commission  i)resentcd  on  the  loth  of  the  precccliiiL;-  \ii\ciiilici ,  du  tlii.  ^.iJH-ita- 
tiou  of  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arranibide,  that  there  should  be  granted  him  in  prop. nil, m  a  certain  cxo-nt  uf 
land  in  East  Florida,  with  the  oliject  of  establishing  on  it  mills  Ibr  sawing  tindicr,  and  "f  cxpurliiig 
rosins,  with  respect  to  which  Senor  Don  Jose  Terragues  said  that,  in  the  distribution  of  those  lands,  the 
letter  of  the  sovereign  decree  of  tlic  4th  January  of  this  year  onght  not  to  he  ohserveil,  fut  rather  the 
laws  of  the  Indies  on  the  matter,  as  that  decree  applies  to  the  division  of  vacant  and  royal  lands  in  the 
provinces  already  peopled,  in  which  state  the  Floridas  are  not;  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  part 
of  their  coasts,  the  remainder  of  which,  ami  the  entii'e  of  the  interior,  which  is  of  inealcidalile  extent, 
remains  uncultivated  and  desert.  Arrambide  ought,  therefore,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  settlers  of 
whom  the  said  law  treats,  and,  consequently,  the  lands  granted  to  him  in  absolute  ]iroperty  should  not  bo 
limited  to  the  snndl  tracts  indicated  in  said  decree;  and  having  sufficiently  iliscnssetl  the  business,  the 
most  excellent  deputation  agreed  that,  in  virtue  of  the  conformity  manifested  by  the of  St.  Augus- 
tine, Florida,  in  its  act  of  the  ItJth  August  last,  with  which  the  deputation  resoh-ed,  in  this  case,  after 
having  consulted  the  captain  general,  sujierior  political  chief  of  that  province,  with  .i  c<'rtilied  copy  of 
the  present  act,  the  most  excellent  deputation  were  i)leased  to  state  to  that  council  that  they  grant,  in 
property,  to  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide  two  leagues  square  to  each  cardinal  point  of  the  conijjass  of 
the  land  he  may  choose,  from  the  mouth  of  New  river,  (Rio  Xueva,)  which  disi-harges  itself  on  the  coast 
of  East  Florida  and  the  Long  Point,  (Puerto  Largo,)  on  the  south  part,  following  the  same  coursi;  to  the 
seashore,  permitting  him  to  cut  timber  without  the  square  set  forth;  and,  when  the  bounding  lands  are 
not  granted  to  other  inhabitants,  prohibiting  him  from  burning  them,  and  of  otTeuding  the  Indians,  return- 
ing the  proceedings  to  the  commission,  that  they  may  propose  the  best  mode  of  distrilmting  the  remaining 
lands,  conforming,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  the  said  decree. 

TOMAS  j;O.MAY,  Sorrlor^/. 

Havaxa,  December  4,  1813. 

At  foot. — This  is  conformable  to  the  (iriginal  which  I  returned  to  the  oKt-e  of  the  secretary  of  gov- 
ernment, to  which  I  refer;  and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  put  these  presents. 

MlfJlEL  MEXDEZ. 
Havana,  December  14,  1818. 

This  is  conformable  to  tlie  ciriginals  which  are  recorded  with  the  jiublic  instruments  in  my  archives, 
to  which  I  refer;  and,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  in  the  decree  marie  to  the  memorial  lirst  co[iied,  I 
give  these  presents. 

JO.SE  LEAL.     [l.  s.] 

[A  cypher.'] 

Havana,  September  17,  1814. 

I  certifv  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  .^jianish  laiiu-uagc. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  n.  L.  'C. 

Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  secretary  to  the  honorable  council  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida: 
I  certify  that  at  an  ordinary  session  held  the  2i2d  of  March  last,  at  which  met  Senors  Don  Sebastian 
Kindelan  and  O'Regan,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  James,  brigadier  of  the  national  armies,  military  gov- 
ernor and  political  chief,  president;  Don  Jose  Sanchez,  constitutional  alcalde;  Don  F'raiicisco  ]\ins  and  Don 
Pedro  Rodriguez  de  Gala,  regidores;  and  Don  Jose  Bernardo  Reyes,  syndic,  they  resolved,  amongst  other 
things,  the  following  act:  "Resolution. — At  this  session  the  secretary  of  the  council  has  presented  a 
representation,  directed  to  this  honorable  body,  by  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide,  under  date  of  the  1st 
of  February  last,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  most  excellent  provincial  deputations,  respecting 
the  concession  of  two  leagues  to  each  point  of  the  compass,  which  were  made  to  him  with  the  consent  of 
the  most  excellent  the  captain  general,  political  chief  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  both  Floridas,  in  the 
territory  of  the  south  side  of  this  province,  soliciting  that  this  honorable  body  do  desi>atch  to  him  the 
title  of  property  of  the  said  two  leagues  of  land  to  the  north  of  the  river  Miamies,  which  are  on  the 
northwest  side  of  Caj-o  Biscayno,  and  the  gentlemen  agreeing,  having  in  view  the  said  determination  of 
his  excellonc}',  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  said  most  excellent  deputation,  which  was  commu- 
nicated to  this  council  by  the  president,  his  excellency  the  governor,  in  oliedience  as  well  to  the  resolution 
of  the  aforesaid  deputation  as  to  the  approval  of  the  most  excellent  captain  general,  they  determined  to 
grant  the  favor  solicited  by  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide;  for  whicli  end,  and  that  he  may  lie  able  to 
prove  the  title  of  property  which  he  claims,  let  tlie  present  secretary  deliver  to  him  an  authenticated  copy 
of  the  said  representation  and  this  act,  which  shall  lie  given  him  for  his  security  as  a  title  for  the  g-rant 
which  is  made  to  him,  with  the  exception  of  evf^rything  which,  according  to  the  laws,  tliis  body  oiiglit  t  ■ 
know  of  the  business." 

REPKESENTATIIIN. 

To  the  honorable  the  council : 

Don  Juan  Xavier  do  Arrambide,  with  due  attention,  lays  before  your  honors  that,  it  having  been 
determined  by  this  provincial  deputation,  as  ajipears  from  the  act  of  the  4th  of  December,  and  is  confirmed 
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by  the  annexed  copy,  to  grant  me  in  property  two  leagues  to  each  point  of  the  compass,  in  the  territory 
on  tlic  soutli  part  ol'"that  province,  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  my  petition  of  the  28th  May  of  last  year,  and 
what  appears  likewise  from  the  said  act,  leaving  to  my  clioice  the  place  where  I  should  settle  myself,  and 
desiring  to  eficct  it  two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  river  of  ;Mianiies,  which  is  at  the  northwest  side  of  Cayo 
Biscayno,  I  pray  your  honors  to  be  pleased  to  expedite  to  mo  the  corresponding  title  of  property  for  the 
two  leagues  of  land  to  each  point  of  the  compass,  agreeably  to  this  situation,  reserving  to  myself  to  produce 
the  plat  of  the  said  lands,  and  what  is  made  known  on  the  subject,  as  soon  as  I  find  myself  prepared  to 
take  it  out,  to  commence  the  establishment  which  I  am  tu  efl'ect. 

JUAN  XAVIER  DE  ARRAMBIDE. 
Havana,  Fchrvarij  1,  1814. 

This  is  a  copy. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  Secretary. 

St.  AuGi'STixE,  Fliivida,  June  3,  1814. 

Dun  Manuel  Lopez  Garcia,  ministerial  officer  and  royal  collector  of  the  national  chests  of  this  city  of  St. 
Augustine,  of  Florida,  and  Don  Jose  Antonio  Yguinez,  treasurer  p-o  tern,  of  them: 
We  certify  that  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  by  whom  the  foregoing  certificate  is  signed,  is  secretary  of  this 
honorable  council,  as  he  styles  himself,  and  notary  pro  km.  of  the  government  in  this  said  city,  the  oidy 
one  in  it  and  its  province";  and  to  such  persons  as  him  full  faith  and  credit  is  given,  both  in  law  and 
eouity.  To  confirm  which,  we  sign  these  presents  at  the  request  of  the  party  in  this  city  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, Florida,  June  G,  1814. 

MANUEL  LOPEZ. 

JOSE  ANTONIO  YGUINEZ. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

.  F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 


Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide  y  Goccocha,  resident  in  this  city,  declare  that  I 
give  my  power,  full  and  sufficient,  as  may  be  required  and  necessary  in  law,  to  Mr.  John  B.  Strong,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  general,  that  he  may  charge,  defend,  liquidate,  sell,  and  finish 
whatever  aflairs  may  appertain  to  or  concern  him  in  the  said  States,  with  a  revocation  of  every  other 
power,  particularly  that  granted  in  favor  of  Don  John  Forbes,  as  I  declare  of  no  value,  whatever  document 
may  have  reference  to  it,  and  especially  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  I  have  in  East  Florida,  delivering  the 
respective  writings  which  he  may  make  valid  and  firm,  as  if  I  myself  were  present  in  person;  and,  in  case 
of  necessity,  sue  with  writings,  witnesses,  proofs,  other  documents  and  papers,  which  he  may  take  posses- 
sion of  wherever  they  sliall  be  found;  make  protests,  citations,  and  summonses;  demand  executions, 
captions,  discharges,  detention,  and  releasing  of  property,  sale,  sale  to  pay  debts,  and  auction  of  what  he 
shall  take  possession  of  should  it  be  adjudged  to  him,  and  for  eveiy  kind  of  proofs  the  necessary  terms, 
and  renounce  them;  power  to  delegate;  warrants  to  comply  precepts  and  commissions,  which  he  may 
cause  to  be  read  publicly,  and  made  known  to  whomsoever  and  wheresoever  he  finds  it  necessary;  he 
may  see  and  examine  witnesses  presented  and  sworn  on  the  adverse  side,  make  objections  to  and  find 
defects  in  them;  be  surety  for  persons,  and  vouch  for  depositions;  make  oaths  and  recusations;  hear  and 
bring  to  a  conclusion  judicial  decrees  and  interlocutory  and  definitive  sentences;  consent  to  what  is 
favorable,  and  petition  and  appeal  to  what  is  adverse;  instruct  and  direct  appeals,  and  whatever  compe- 
tent legal  courses  he  can  and  ought  to  pursue;  finally,  to  proceed,  act,  and  do  all  other  matters,  judicial 
and  extra-judicial,  required  in  any  of  my  aflairs;  for  which,  and  all  evidences  and  dependencies,  I  give 
this  power,  without  limitation,  with  free  and  general  administration,  power  of  commencing  suits,  swearing, 
sustaining  them,  and  concluding  them  himself,  or  compromising  them  through  arbitrations,  juries,  or 
friendly  references,  and  exonerating  the  parties  in  form;  for  the  firmness  and  accomplishment  of  what  he 
shall  perform,  in  virtue  of  this  I  bind  present  and  future  property,  power  of  tribunals,  and  renunciation  of 
laws.  In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  Puerto  Principe,  January  11,  1820.  I,  the  notary 
of  the  council,  attest  that  I  know  the  grantor,  who  said  as  is  set  forth  and  signed  this,  there  being 
witnesses  present,  Don  Pedro  de  Zespedez,  Don  Pio  de  Evia,  and  Don  Ramon  de  la  Torre. 

JUAN  XAVIER  DE  ARRAMBIDE  &  GOECOCHA. 

Before  me—  JOSE  RAFAEL  CASTELLANOS. 

This  is  confinnable  to  the  original,  tu  which  I  refer,  and  at  the  desire  of  the  party  caused  it  to  be 
written.     Puerto  Principle  January  20,  1820. 

JOSE  RAFAEL  CASTELLANOS. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  originals  which  exist  in  the  archives  in  my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and 
by  desire  of  the  party,  sign  and  seal  the  present  copy  on  two  leaves  of  common  paper,  the  stamped  not 
being  in  use.     St  Augustine,  Florida,  April  20,  1820. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  <£c. 

1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

[Translation.] 
CONVEYANCE. 

Be  it  known  tliat  I,  John  B.  Strong,  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  present  a  resident  of 
this  city,  and  attorney  of  Don  Juan  Xavier  de  Arrambide  Goicoechea,  resident  of  Puerto  Principe,  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  as  appointed   by  him  before  the  notary  of  that  council,  Don  Jose  Rafael  Castellanos, 
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Janiiai\y  17  of  (lie  present  year,  a  copy  of  wliich  sliall  lie  added  in  eontinuatinn,  and  is  snllieient  for  wliat 
shall  be  said.     I  declare  that  I  really  sell  lo   l>.>ii  Ccmu-c  ChirUe,  an  inhaliitanl  .li'  this  |inivincc,  surveyor 

g-cneral  in  it,  two  Icag-ues  of  land  to  (>aeh  point  ..f  the  r pass,  which  is   in  s.pniiv  in  Ihc  tcriilury  on  "the 

soutii  side  of  this  province,  sitnated  .iImiuI  two  Ica^aies  to  tlic  nm-th  ipf  the  ri\ci-  Mianiics,  which  is  on  the 
northwest  side  of  Oayo  Biscayno,  and  is  lietwi'cn  the  niuuth  of  Kio  Nneva,  (New  ri\'er,  i  whii'li  discliar"-es 
itself  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  the  long-  point  on  the  sonth  side,  following;-  the  same  cunrsr  to  the  sea- 
shore; which  land  was  f;-ranted  to  nic  in  i'nll  property  liy  the  constitutional  Junta  of  this  city,  by  an  act 
passed  March  22,  1814,  in  virtue  of  the  delennination  of   the  most  excellent  captain  n'eneral  of  the  Island 

of  Cuba  and  both  Floridas,  ctunniunicated  with  an  authenticati'd  copy  oft! pinion  of  the  most  cNccllcnl 

provincial  d(>putation.  And  I  s(dl  him  the  said  two  lea,u,-ues  to  each  point  of  the  compass  on  tiic  tcrm.s  and 
under  the  circumstances  on  which  they  were  i;'rantcd  to  my  said  principal,  lion  .luau  .\a\  icr  dr  Arr.imbide 
Goicoechea,  with  its  pastures,  roads,  waters,  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  lin'hts.  and  siT\ici's,  in  the 
mtmner  wliich  corresponds  to  him,  and  that  he  nuiy  use  it  for  himself  and  his  successors  free  of  all  encum- 
brance, (as   I,  the   notary-,   certify  from    the   residt  of  my  search  of  the   I k  of  luortti-au-es  in   mv  cliare-e, 

wliich  I  have  made  for  the  purjiose,)  at  the   price  of  >;-JO,l)(ll»,  which  the   pnich.iser  has   paid  in  eiiri'eul 

money,  which  I  acknowled!.;'e  as  delivered  to  my  will.  1  renounce  proof,  law  s  of  deli\ cry,  <'x,-eptiou  to 
money  not  counted,  fraud,  and  e\'erything-  else  in  the  cas(>,  for  which  1  ileli\ei-  a  receipt  lu  forni;  in  virlui- 
of  which  I  separate  nn'  priiicijial  lioni  the  rig-lit  of  [u-operty.  possession,  iisi',  seigniory,  .anil  other  actions, 
real  and  personal,  which  he  had  and  held  to  said  lands,  as  1  cede,  leiioiinee,  and  tianslir  it  to  the  purchaser 
and  his  rcprcsentatiyes,  that,  as  his  own,  he  may  take  possession  in  the  niannei-  most  eon\enienl  to  him 
by  virtue  of  this  deed,  by  which  he  may  dispose  at  his  will  of  the  thing  ae(|iiired  without  oi-casiou  lor 
further  proof,  from  which  I  relieve  him.  And  1  bind  my  princiiuil  to  the  execution  and  gnaraiily  of  this 
sale  in  sufficient  form,  and  as  may  best  suit,  in  favor  of  the  purchaser,  with  the  goods  oC  my  principal, 
present  and  future  power  and  submission  to  the  tribunals  of  liis  domicil,  that  they  m.a_v  compel  him  to  its 
performance  as  by  sentence  consented  and  passed  in  authority  of  an  ailjud,ged  case,  in  which  1  renounce 
all  the  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges  in  his  favor,  and  the  general  law  in  form  which  prohibits  it. 
And  I,  Don  William  Travers,  being  present  by  order  of  the  purchaser,  Don  (leor,ge  (Clarke,  accejit  in  his 
favor  this  deed,  and  by  it  receive  as  ]iurcliased  the  said  lands  at  the  price  and  a,greement  on  which  they 
have  been  sold  to  him,  wliich  he  gives  as  ihdivered  to  his  will,  with  a  renunciation  of  proof,  laws  of 
dclivcrj',  tliosc  of  a  thing'  not  seen  or  received,  liaud,  and  evi/rytliing  else  in  the  case,  for  \vhich  1  deliver 
a  receipt  in  form. 

In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  this  city  of  St.  Au,gustine,  Florida,  .Vpril  2'.t,  ls20.  1,  the 
notary,  attest  that  the  parties  said  thus  and  signed  it;  there  bein,g  witnesses,  Don  lieriiarilo  Segiii.  who 
served  as  interpreter,  there  being  no  iniblic  one;  Don  I'edro  Miranda  and  Don  Fernando  de  la  Ma/,a  Arre- 
donno,  jr  ,  inhabitants  present. 

JOllX  P..  STKOXfl, 
WILLIAM   Tl!AVLi;S. 
As  interpreter,  BEKXAliDU  SE(;UI. 

Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  EXTKALfiO,  Nolan/ of  Oormniu-nt. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATiU,  S.  n.  L.  (L 

The  St.\te  of  South  Carolina: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  John  P..  Strong,  of  the  city  of  St  Augustini',  in  East  Florida, 
but  at  present  in  Charleston,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $20,001)  to  mi; 
in  hand  paid  by  Joseph  Delespine,  of  the  same  place,  but  at  present  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  tin'  State 
aforesaid,  have  g-ranted,  bargained,  sold,  and  released,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bar,^-aiii,  sell,  and 
release  unto  the  said  Joseph  Delespine  all  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lyin.g,  and  liein,g  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  province  of  East  Florida,  of  two  leag-ues  of  land  to  each  point  of  the  compass,  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  river  De  los  Miamies,  which  lies  to  the  northward  of  Cayo  Yiscayno  or  Key  Bis- 
cayno, and  which  said  tract  contains  92,1G2  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less;  and  which  said  tract  of  land 
was  granted  to  Juan  X.  de  Arrambide  by  the  captain  general  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  of  the  two 
Floridas,  and  confirmed  hy  the  governor  and  corporation  of  East  Florida,  and  was  sold  to  mi.'  by  the  said 
Arrambide  in  Puerto  Principe,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  in  the  month  of  July,  181l>;  and,  lor  a  more  par- 
ticular description  of  said  tract  of  land  and  everything  relating  thereto,  more  particular  reference  may 
bo  had  to  the  original  grant  made  to  the  said  Juan  X.  Arrambide,  together  with  all  and  singular^  the 
rights,  members,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  to  the  said  premises  belonging,  or  in  anywise  inci- 
dent or  appertaining,  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and  sin,giilar  the  premises  before  mentioned  unto  the  said 
Jose])li  Delespine,  Ins  heirs  and  assigns,  forever-  And  I  do  hereby  bind  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  to  warrant  and  forever  defend  all  and  singular  the  said  premises  unto  tiie  said  Joseph 
Delespine,  his  heirs  and  assi.gns,  against  myself  and  my  heirs,  and  all  other  persons  lawfully  claimin.g,  or 
to  claim,  the  same  in  any  part  thereof. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  25tli  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1S22,  and  in  the  4i;tli 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JUUX  B.  STKOXG. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
Wji.  W.  Cokmick. 
Thos.  AV.  IIol-well. 

DECREE. 

The  board  hayin,g  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  fn-  the  li.MlU)  acics,  made 
previous  to  January  24,  1818,  do  therefore  recommend  it  to  Congress  for  cnnlirmatioii.     December  14. 

Georgia,  Camden  County: 

This  inilenture,  made  June  4,  1822.  between  Oeor.n-e  J.  F.  Clarl<i.',  of  the  |iroviuce  of  Ivist  Florida,  on 
the  one  part,  and  John  B.  Strong,  of  said  pnivince,  on  the  other  part,  witiii/ssi'th:   'fliat   the  said  Ceorge 

VOL.  IV 90  c 
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J.  F.  Clarke,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  him  in  hand  paid  at  and  before  the  sealing 
and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  and  conveyed,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell,  and  convey  unto  the  said  Strong  a 
([nantity  of  land  lying  in  the  southern  part  of  said  province,  situ.ated  two  leagues  north  of  the  river 
Mianiics,  which  lies  to  the  northwest  of  Key  Viscayno,  and  containing  two  leagues  measurement  to  each 
wind,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  grant  thereof  made  by  the  Spanish  government  to  John  X.  Arram- 
bide,  and  which  said  quantity  of  land  was  sold  to  said  Clarke  by  the  said  Strong,  as  the  attorney  of  said 
Arrainbide,  as  per  an  instrument  executed  in  the  records  of  St.  Augustine,  East  Florida,  April  29,  1820, 
to  have  and  to  hold  unto  him,  the  said  John  B.  Strong,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  lands  in  the  same 
state  that  he,  said  Clarke,  n^ceived  them  from  him;  and  the  said  George  J.F.Clarke,  for  himself,  his 
licirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  unto  the  said  John  B.  Strong,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  will  forever 
warrant  the  said  bargained  premises  only  against  themselves. 

Li  witness   whereof,  the   said  Clarke  hath  hereunto   set  his   hand  ami   seal   the   day  and   year  above 

written. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE,     [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
J.MiEs  Bkntiiam. 
Tiios.  IL  Miller,  J.  J.  C.  C.  (J. 

No.  L — Sec  Kefort  No.  4. 

FranciK  Woods  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  aercs  of  land. 

JIE-MORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  tlte  commissio7ie7's  axfpointed  to  asee.rtain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Fhrida: 

Tlie  memorial  of  Francis  Woods  resjiectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  situate  on  the  north  side  of  Mills'  swamp,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  formerly  called  the 
King's  road;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  act  of  Congress  passed  and  approved  May  20, 
1824,  for  such  persdus  as  were  in  the  actual  occupation  of  the  land.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  and  has  been  in  the  occupation  and  cultivation  of  tlic  said  tract  of  land  since  the 
year  1812  and  1814;  that  he  does  not  claim  any  other  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida;  that  ho  is 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida,  and  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  All  of 
which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

FKANCIS  WOODS. 

DECREE. 

Francis  Woods  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  si.T  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  claimant  inhabited  and  cultivated  the  above  land  February 
22,  181!),  do  coniirm  the  same  accordinglj'.     May  18,  1825. 

Fraiifis  Woods  vs.  7'he  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

John  Uptegrove  swc.irn: 

Question.  Do  you  know  one  Francis  Woods  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Ls  ho  the  head  iif  a  family  and  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ? 

Answer.  He  is. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything-  of  Ijis  settling  a  tract  (if  land  situated  on  the  nortii  side  of  Mills' 
swamp,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  formerly  called  the  King's  road  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do. 

Question.  When  did  he  first  settle  this  tract  of  land  ? 

Answer.  About  tweiitj'  years  ag(j. 

Question.  Has  he  occupied  the  land  since  that  time? 

Ansiver.  He  has  peaceably  occupied  it  until  a  year  ago. 

Question^  Does  he  claim  any  other  land  in  the  Territory  derived  either  from  the  British  or  Spanish 
governments? 

Answer.  I  am  very  sure  he  does  not. 

JOHN  UPTEGROVE. 

Befiirc  the  board  in  session  May  18,  1825. 

No.  2. — See  Report  No.  4. 
BUnjuel  Fajiy  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land^ 


Til  tlir  luinnralitc  tin'  commissioners  ajqminted  to  ascertain  claims  and  Idles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

Tlic  nicinoria!  of  Jligiicl  Papy  n'speetl'ully  slmweth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  .if  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres,'situated  on  Deep'creek,  about  six  miles  from  the  St.  John's 
nviT,  a  small  liranrh  running  into  Si.x-mile  creek,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  and  apprcived  May  26,  1821,  granting  lands  tii  such  |iers(ins  as  were  in  actual  possession  and  occupa- 
tmn  _nf  the  same,  commenced  between  February  22,  181'J,  and  July  IT,  1821,  when  Florida  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States.  And  your  memorialist  further  slioweth  that  he  was  and  has  been  in  actual  habitation, 
cultivatinn,  and  improvement  of  said  tract  of  land  so  situated  as  aforesaid  from  February  22,  1819,  up 
to  Ihr  iiicscnt  |i(ai(id.     .\nd  your  memorialist  liirtlier  showeth  that  he  claims  no  tract  of  land  in  this  Terri- 
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tory  by  virtiio  of  any  written  ovidcncc  of  titli^  di-rivcil  IVdni  llic  Brilisli  or  S|i;niisli  u-"vci-iiincii1s.  Ami 
yuiir  nioniorialist  I'lU'tlirr  slmwi'll]  tlial  lir  is  a  I'iti/.i'ii  nl'  tlic  liiilril  Stairs  aini  a  n'sidml  u!'  ilir  'ri-irilm  y 
of  Florida. 

\ii(;n:i,  rvrv, 

Hy  his  allnnii'v,  K.    A,    I'lTN  AM. 

[Here    follows   llio   allldaNil  of  llartoli Solana,  sworn  lo  l.olorc  the  II. .ri.    Williain  II.    ,\llcii,  ,, f 

tllC  coniniissioncrs,  May  ii't,  lS-2.'i,  prox  ini;-  the  orcn|ialioii  and  inlli\alion  of  Iho  alioxi-  hinil  pnx  ioiis  lo 
and  since  the  year  islil.J 

Miijiivl  Papy  \A.  Thr  I'liiliiJ  Slatf^.     For  si.r  hmidi'id  aii'l  f'urli/  tirrc.-^  a/'  !a)i<l. 

The  board  havinp;  ascertained  tliat  tln'  clainnint  did  actually  culli\a|i' and  improve  the  abuNc  himl 
February  22,  1819,  do  confirm  the  sanio  to  him.     AnL;-ust  it'i,  Is2.'). 

No.  S. — See  liiaoKi'  Xo,    t. 

Gcoiyi'  Uianophj  vs.  Thr  I'nilcd  Stutf^.     Fur  ai.r  liiiinfrcd  aiul   I'lirh;  arrcx  o/'  /(/;((/. 

MEMoin.M.. 

To  the  honorahic  the  cii)iiini!>.-<io)icr.<  (ipji'iiiUrd  loa.-'rcrlui)}  claliiis  timl  llllrx  In  Iniuh  in  Fii.<l  Flnriihi: 

Tlie  memorial  of  (;eorj.;'e  (Jianojdy  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract, 
of  land  consistinj;-  i.if  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  and  bounded  as  folhjws:  on  the  south  by  land 
claimed  by  G.  Darling-,  on  the  west  and  north  by  public  lamls,  on  the  east  by  land  claimed  by  John  iliano- 
ply,  as  by  a  reference  to  a  plat  herewith  will  more  fully  and  at  larg'c  a|ipeai-,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  and  ajiproved  May  2(5,  1824,  grantin.i;-  lamls  to  such  perstjus  as 
were  in  actual  possession  and  occupation  of  the  same,  conujienced  before  February  15,  1819.  and  continued 
until  July  17,  1821,  when  Florida  was  surrendered  to  the  Uniteil  States.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  was,  is,  and  has  been  in  actual  habitation  and  inii)rovenient  of  saiil  tract  of  land,  situated 
as  aforesaid,  fnan  the  year  1818  until  the  date  hereof,  and  he  always,  in  that  time,  |ieaceably  ei]joyc(l  and 
improved  the  same.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  does  not  claiiji  title  to  any  other  tract 
of  land  in  this  Territory  by  reason  of  any  title  derived  from  either  the  Ibitish  or  Spanish  <4-oveniments. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  over  the  ag'c  of  twenty-(Uie  years,  and  that  he  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.     And  your  memorialist,  as  is  duty  Ijound,  will  ever  pray,  iStc. 

ISAAC  N.  COK',  Alhriinj  for  rHilioiiir. 

[Plat  heiewith  liled,  marked  A,] 

[Here  follows  a  plat  Ijy  Gamaliel  Darling-,  dated  March  20,  1824.] 

DECREE. 

Georr/c  Gianoply  vs.  TJtc  I'nilcd  Sfala.     Fur  tii.r  hundred  and  fmiij  wrrx  of  land. 

The  board  having-  ascertained  that  the  claimant  actually  iidiabited  and  cultivated  the  above  land 
February  22,  1810,  do  coniirm  the  same  accordin.^'ly.     Sei)teuiber  14,  1825. 

AKrniAViT. 

Territokv  of  Florid.v,  County  of  Si.  John  s  : 

George  Gianoply  vs    TIte  United  Stale:^.     For  six  liundred  and  forty  ncrcs-  of  land  in  tlie  Tn-elve-mile  .'<urimp- 

The  deposition  of  John  Leonardy,  taken  before  Elias  B.  Gould,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  <jf  St. 

John's. 

John  Leonardy,  being-  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  claimant,  George  (iiaiioply; 
knows  that  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Twelve-mile  swamp  about  eight  years  ago,  and  that  he  was 
ou  it  and  cultivated  it  at  and  previous  to  the  change  of  government  in  1821,  and  had  done  so  from  the 
time  of  his  first  settlement.  He  says  that  the  father  of  the  present  claimant  has  land  in  the  sami'  swamp, 
but  that  the  land  which  is  now  claimed  lies  to  the  west  of  it.  The  claiiuant  had  a  house  on  this  tract, 
and  lived  in  it,  and  planted  corn  and  i>umpkins,  and  knows  that  claimant  had  two  or  three  hands.  It  is 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  from  St.  Augustine. 

JUAN  LEONAIJDY. 

Sworn  to  befi.)re  me  September  8,  1825. 

E.  B.  GOULD,  .7((.s/(>c  of  the  Peaee. 

[Nos.  4  and  5  were  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  tla.-  commissioners. J 

No.  6. — See  1iki'oi;t  No.  4. 

Pedro  Jlesfre  vs.    The   United  Slale.-i.     For  si.r  Itandred  and  forty  aerex  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  eommisdoner.^  appointed  to  ascertain  claim.-:  and  tille.'^  to  lands  tn  Ea.d  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Pedro  Mestre  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  menjorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  (if 
laud  containing  si.\  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  on  the  north  of  the  head  of  the  North  river,  which 
tract  he  claims  liy  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  and  approved  May  2(),  1824, 
granting  lands  to  such  piersons  as  were  in  cultivation  and  occupation  of  the  same,  commenced  between 
February  22,  1819,  and  July  IT,  1821,  when  Florida  was  surrendered  to  the  United  States.  And  your 
memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  was,  is,  and  has  been  in  actual  habitation  and  cultivation  of  said  tract 
of  land,  so  situated  as  aforesaid,  for  a  luimber  of  years,  and  that  he  does  not  claim  title  to  any  other  tract 
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of  land  in  this  Ten-itorv  by  reason  of  any  title  derived  from  either  the  British  or  Spanish  governments. 
And  yonr  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  and  a  native  of  East  Florida.     And  your  memorialist  prays  confirmation  of  the  same. 

PEDRO  MESTKE. 

DECREE. 

Pedro  Meslre  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having   ascertained  from  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  above 
land  nnder  the  donation  act,  do  therefore  confirm  it  to  him.     December  2,  1825. 

[Nos.  1  to  10,  inclusive,  were  not  returned  by  the  commissioners  to  the  General  Land  Office.] 

No.  1. — See  Ilei'ort  No.  5. 
Dorcas  lllark  vs.   Tltr  Uniled  Slates.     For  .sir  Jnnidred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 


To  thi'  honorahli'  tlic  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  East  Florida: 

Tiie  petition  of  Dorcas  Black  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land  containing  si.\  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  on  the  road  called  the 
Crawford  road,  leading  from  St.  Augustine  to  the  St.  Jcilin's  river,  and  bounded  west  by  lands  of 'William 
Hollingsworth,  on  the  south  by  lands  claimed  by  William  Hartley  and  Bowen,  on  the  east  and  north  by 
vacant  lands.  Her  house  and  improvements  are  known  as  the  improvements  and  premises  of  the  said 
Dorcas  Black.  Your  memorialist  claims  title  to  the  above-named  premises  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  and  approved  May  26,  1824,  granting  lands  to  such  persons  as  were  in  actual  possession  and 
improvement  of  the  same  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  11,  1821,  when  Florida  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  has  been,  and  now  is,  in  actual  possession  and 
improvement  of  said  tract  of  land,  so  situated  as  aforesaid,  since  the  year  1818,  and  has  enjoyed  peaceable 
possession  and  improved  the  same  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  claims  no  tract  of 
land  in  this  Territory  by  virtue  of  any  written  evidence  of  title  derived  from  the  British  or  Spanish  govern- 
ments. And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  she  is  a  native  of  the  United  States,  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  the  head  of  a  family.     And  your  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

\)()ViC\^  ^LXV,'^,lnj  her  Attorney,  Streter. 

Territory  of  Fi.oriii.\,  St.  John's  (Joiudy: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Jones  and  Emanuel  D.  Mott,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and 
say  that  they  are  well  accpuiinted  with  Mrs.  Dorcas  Black,  and  that  she  has  been  settled  on  the  place 
where  she  now  lives  for  five  or  six  years,  and  that  she  has  built  a  house  and  other  buildings  on  said  place, 
and  cultivated  said  place;  and  has  made  a  crop  this  year,  and  lives  there  now,  and  has  ever  since  she  first 
settled  said  place. 

EMANUEL  y.  D.  MOTT. 

mark. 

JOHN  JONES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  September,  A.  D.  182G. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DECREE. 

Dorcas  Black  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  hnving  ascertained  that  the  claimant  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  land  above 
claimed  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  H,  1821,  do  report  U  to  Congress  under  the  donation  act. 
May  16,  1825. 

TESTIIIOXY. 

Dorcas  Black  vs.  Tlte  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

John  Black,  being  sworn,  and  being  asked  at  what  time  his  mother,  the  claimant,  was  in  possession 
of  the  tract  of  land,  answered,  about  four  years  since. 

Question.  How  long  was  she  on  the  laud  before  the  exchange  of  Hags  ? 

Answer.  Believes  she  was  a  few  months. 

Question.  What  improvements  did  the  claimant  put  on  the  land  claimed  ? 

Answer.  She  built  s(ime  iiouses,  and  cleared  and  cultivated  some  land. 

Question.  Does  the  claimant  still  reside  on  the  land  ? 

Ansiver.  She  does. 

Question.  Has  the  claimant  ever  derived  any  written  evidence  of  title  from  the  British  or  Spanish 
governments  ? 

An.'iwer.  She  never  has. 

Question.  Is  the  claimant  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ? 

Answer.  She  is. 

JOHN  BLACK. 


David  Scurry  sworn: 

■s.  Black  go  on  the  land  now  claimed  by  her  ? 
hange  of  liags. 

DAVID  SCURRY. 


Question.  What  time  did  Mrs.  Black  go  on  the  land  now  claimed  by  her  ? 
Ansiver.  It  was  before  the  change_of  fiags. 
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James  Ilall  swdiii: 

States  that  tli<'  clainiaiit  wont  nii  tlif  tract  claiincil  l._\  licr  prcvicms  tu  the  (■x<'lianj;r  iif  llaus,  ami 
made  sonio  iiiiprovciuciil?.  mi  tlic  sanif. 

JAMKS   IIAI.L. 
Bcfiirc  the  lioanl  in  session  May  111,  1X25. 

Xo.  '2. — See  Rei'ciut  Xh.  5. 
Jii}in  U   IFtiijiiNs  \>^.  TJic  Uiiilid  Slali'!^.     For  si.r  hiiii(Jrf'f  and  /'<ir/i/  ai-nv  tif  laiifl. 

MEMOUIAI.. 

To  the  honorable  the  comnmdoners  appointed  to  ascertain  elaim.f  and  litle.-<  to  land.-<  in  Ea:<t  Florida : 

The  petition  of  John  R.  Ilog-ans  respeetf'ully  showeth:  Tiiat  yonr  memorialist  chiims  title  tn  a  tiact  of 
land  cousistiug-  of  six  hniulred  and  forty  acres,  situated  on  tlje  nortli  side  of  tlie  river  St.  John's,  liomidecl 
east  by  lands  of  Iludnall,  west  liy  Ilogans'  land,  north  by  inil>lic  lands,  and  south  by  the  ereek  entering  in 
the  St.  John's  river;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  jiossession  before  January  24,  181s  And 
your  memorialist  further  showetii  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  the  said  land;  tliat  he  is  a  citiy.en  of 
the  United  States  and  resident   of  the  Tcrritorv  of  Florida.     All  of  which  is  respectlullv  suliiiiiited 

A.P,Er,LAJIY,  Atlornr,j. 

DKCREK. 

John  Ii.  ILx/ans  vs.  Tlie  United  Stales.     For  si.r  liiindred  ami  fortij  acres  of  land. 

The  board  tiiiding  by  tiie  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  iliil  actually  inhabit  ami  culti\-.ate  the 
above  land  between  February  22,  IsHi,  ami  Jidy  17,  1821,  do  report  it  to  Congress  under  the  donation 
act.     August  30,  1825. 

TESTISIO.NV. 

John  It.  Iloijnns  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  six  hundred  and  I'ortij  acres  of  land. 

Zaehariah  Ilogans  sworn: 
Question.  About  what  time  did  claimant  settle  the  land  below  Jacksonville? 
Ansiver.  The  latter  part  of  the  year  1820. 
Question.  How  long  has  he  resided  on  the  land? 
Ansiver.  About  tliree  years. 
Question.  Does  he  still  claim  the  land  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  if  he  has  not  sold  it. 

Cross-examined. 

Question.  Is  it  public  land  ? 
Answer.  It  was  always  considered  so 
Question.  Is  claimant  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ? 
Answer.  He  is. 

Question.  Is  he  the  head  of  a  family? 
Ansicer.  He  is. 

Question.  Has  lie  ever  received  any  written  evidence  of  title  from  either  the  British  or  Spanish 
governments  ? 

Answer.  He  never  has  to  my  knowledge. 

Z.  HOGAXS. 
Before  the  board  in  session  May  16,  1825. 

X^o.  3. — See  Report  Xo.  5. 

Levi  Sparlcrnan  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  andforhj  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Levi  Sparkman,  of  full  age.  showotli:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  in  East  Florida,  lying  on  Little  Trout  creek,  adjoining  the  road  leading  from 
Jacksonville  to  Camp  Pinckney,  and  above  the  road;  which  said  tract  of  land  your  memorialist  claims 
title  to  by  virtue  of  an  actual  settlement  made  thereon  by  liimself,  and  habitation  and  cultivation  of  the 
same  in  the  j^ear  1819,  and  ever  since  by  himself  and  family,  or  by  his  tenant,  and  by  virtue  of  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  May  24,  1824,  fn-  the  benefit  of  actual  settlers  in  Florida.  Your  memorialist  further 
shows  that  he  has  no  claim  for  lands  in  Florida  derived  to  him  by  any  grant  from  the  British  or  Spanish 
governments.  He  prays  that  it  maj-  be  ccjntirmed  to  him  for  the  benefit  of  Arthur  Birney.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  SPAHKMAX. 

DECREE. 

Levi  SparLmaa  vs.  The  United  States.     For  .sij-  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  finding  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  did  actually  inliabit  and  cultivate  the 
above  land  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  1",  1821,  do  report  the  same  to  Congress  under  the 
donation  act.     August  30,  1825. 
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TESTIMONY. 

Levi  Sparhnan  vs.  The  Uniled  Stales.     For  s-i.r  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

LsiKic  Carter,  sworn  on  tlie  part  of  tlic  claimant,  states  that  Lovi  S|)arkman  settled  a  place  very  early 
in  the  sin'infi,-  of  tiic  year  1819  on  Little  Trout  creek,  joinirig-  the  main  road;  tliinks  that  he,  the  claimant, 
settled  on  the  land  in  the  montli  of  .March  or  April  of  the  same  year;  the  claimant  is  the  head  of  a  family, 
and  over  the  a^'e  of  twenty-one  years;  that  he  had  a  cowpen  on  the  land  the  next  year,  and  had  a  black- 
smith's shoi)  on^the  same;  claimant  left  the  land  last  year  in  the  possession  of  another  person. 

'  ISAAC  CARTER. 

Seymnur  Pickett,  swoi-ii,  stat<>s  that  in  the  spring  of  1S20  he  got  a  ploughshare  sharpened  at  claim- 
ant's lifacksmith's  shop   and  the  imtirovements  indicated  tliat  he  had  lieen  settled  there  some  time. 

SEYMOUR  PICKETT. 
Before  the  boanl  in  session  May  111,  1823. 

No.  4. — See  Report  No.  5. 

Jolm  1>.  Jlliidw<yrlh  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 


To  the  hi)norat)le  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  I).  Bludworth  respectfully  sliowetli:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  near  the  public  road,  at  the  head  of  Deadman's  swamp; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  an  act  of  Congress  passed  May  26,  1824,  for  the  relief  and 
benefit  of  actual"sottlers.  Your  memorialist  further  states  that  ho  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  tract  of 
land,  and  has  been  since  1820;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  BELLAMY,  Attorney. 

DECREE. 

Joiui  D.  lUudieorth  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  sir  hundred  andforltj  acres  of  land. 

The  lioard  finding  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  clain::ant  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
above  land  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  17,  1821,  do  report  it  to  Congress  under  the  donation 
act.     May  18,  1825. 

TESTIMONY. 

JoJm  D.  Jilndirorth  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  si.r  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Question.  Do  you  kimw  the  claimant? 
Ansiver.  I  do. 

Que.-ition.  Do  you  know  him  to  lie  the  head  of  a  family,  and  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years? 
Ansiver.  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  knnw  at  what  time  he  first  occupied  the  land  ? 
Answer   About  th<'  lall  of  the  year  1820. 
Question.  Did  he  build  liouses  and  cultivate  the  land?  . 
Ansiver.  He  did. 

Question.  Do  j'ou  know  whether  Mr.  Bludworth  claims  title  to  any  other  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory 
derived  either  from  the  British  or  Spanish  governments? 
Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
Question.  Where  is  the  tract  of  land  situated  ? 
Answer.  At  the  head  of  Deadman's  swamp,  near  the  road  formerly  called  the  King's  road. 

JOHN  UPTEGROVE. 
Before  the  board  in  session  May  IS,  1825. 

No.  5. — See  Report  No.  5. 

Heirs  if  John  Carter,  deceased,  vs.  The  United  States.     For  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.VL.  » 

To  the  honoralile  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  William,  Caleb,  and  Elizabeth  Carter,  infants  and  orphans  of  John  Carter,  deceased, 
respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  are  the  legitimate  issue  and  sole  heirs  of  John  Carter, 
deceased;  that  they  claim  title  to  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  lying  on  Trout  creek,  and  the  south 
side  thereof,  at  a  place  called  the  Cold  Hill,  to  include  the  improvements  which  were  there  made,  and  in 
the  haliitation  and  cultivation  of  their  said  deceased  father  at  the  time  of  his  death;  which  said  tract  of 
land  3'our  memorialists  claim  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  purchased  thereon  by  their  aforesaid  deceased 
father,  John  Carter,  or  his  agent,  in  the  year  1809 — possession  whereof  had  been  held  from  that  time  until 
his  death,  wdiicli  hapi)ened  in  December,  1824 — and  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  26, 
1824,  i'or  the  benefit  of  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  They  further  saj'  their  deceased 
ancestor,  n(n'  any  of  them,  never  had  any  claim  to  lands  in  Florida  derived  from  any  British  or  Spanish 
grant.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AVILLTAM  CARTER, 
CALEB  CARTER, 
ELIZ'II  CARTER, 

Infants  of  J  no.  Carter,  deceased. 
By  ISAAC  CARTER,  their  next  friend. 
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DKCRKK. 

Jnlin   Caiicr'.-:  Iiiir.<  \!i.   Tlir   I'lii/ril  Slafcs. 

The  bii;inl  Ihidilii;'  liyllir  cviilclirr  aiMilccil  thai  .l.ili'i  ('arlrr,  (Icccascd,  diil  art  nail  v  iiilialiit  and 
cultivate  the  ahuvc  hiiid  lntwccii  I'cluuai'V  1^:.'.  Is  1 '.I.  and  .1  iily  17.  1  S-J  1 ,  du  ic|H,rl  it  to  ( "uu;;-i-ess  iiiiiha- 
the  donation  act.     August  li'.i,  ls2."i. 

No.  I'l. — Sec  KkI'uIit  No.  fi. 

Ii<aac  C'«r/i'/' \s.  Tlir  Liiital  Sales.     Fur  si.r  Itiuidi'id  ami  I'diiij  acres  (>!'  land. 

MEMOUl.U.. 

To  Ihe  hiinorahic  tlv  ccninnissinners  (ippaintcd  lo  asccrlaiii  claims  uinl  titles  tn  lands  in  East  I-'/urida: 

The  nieniorial  of  Isaac  Carter  resjieetfully  shnv.'elh:  'lli.it  yiair  niemniialist  elaiin.s  title  to  six 
luiiidred  and  forty  acres  of  land  at  the  [ilace  wIrtc  he  now  resides,  on  Nine-mile  eicck,  about  half  a  nnic 
from  the  road  leading  from  Jacksonville  to  Camp  I'inekney,  and  below  the  (dace  where  .said  road  crosses 
said  creek,  to  include  said  improvements  whereon  I  rcsidi',  and  to  run  dnwn  the  creidc  twice  the  length  of 
its  breadth,  beginning  on  AVilliam  ^Monroe's  cast  line;  which  said  tract  <if  land  ymir  memorialist  derives 
claim  to  by  actual  settlement  m.ade  in  the  year  IbOo  by  his  I'alher-indaw,  whose  pussession  was  surrendered 
to  him  in  the  year  1819,  which  he  has  ever  since  maintained,  and  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress 
approved  May  2(i,  1S24,  for  the  benelit  of  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  c.\i;tki;. 

DECREE. 

Isaac  Carter  \s.  The  United  Stales.     For  si.r  hundred  and  fortj/  acres  (if  land. 

Tlie  board  finding'  bj'  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  tlie 
above  land  between  February  '22,  1819,  and  July  IT,  1821,  do  report  it  to  Congress  under  the  donation 
act.     August  29,  1825. 

TESTI5I0NY. 

Isaac  Carter  vs.  2'he  United  States.     Fur  .•<i,r  hundred  and  fort  ij  acres  of  land. 

John  Silcock  swnrn: 

Question.  Are  you  the  father-indaw  c>f  claimant? 

Ansu:er.  I  am. 

Question.  Do  3'ou  know  the  place  on  which  he  resides  on  Nine-mile  creek 'Z 

Answer.  Yes;  I  first  settled  it. 

Question.  Will  you  state  the  time  you  first  settled  it  ? 

Ansuvr.  About  the  year  1803. 

Question.  Will  you  state  the  circmnstances  of  giving  possession  of  the  same  to  Mr.  Carter? 

Ansu-er.  I  lived  on  and  cultivated  it  for  seven  years,  when  1  was  obliged  to  abamlon  it  on  accoujit  of 
the  troubles  of  this  then  province.  1  again  moved  on  it,  and  lived  thereon  six  or  eight  months,  and  was 
obliged  to  leave  it  again;  after  which  I  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Carter  and  her  children.  The  claimant  has  been 
residing  on  the  land  ever  since  I  gave  it  to  his  wife  and  children. 

Cross-e.rcnninirl. 

The  claimant  still  resides  on  the  land.  Witness  further  states  that,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
claimant  docs  not  hold  any  land  derived  either  from  the  British  or  Spanish  governments. 

JUIIX  SILCOCK. 

Seymour  Pickett,  sworn  on  the  part  of  claimants,  states  that  he  first  saw  Mr.  Silcock,  the  father-in-law 
of  claimant,  on  the  land,  about  the  year  180-1,  and  also  in  1809.  ^\'hen  witness  moved  on  Nassau  he  saw 
him  on  the  land.  Witness  first  saw  claimant  on  the  land  in  the  year  1820  or  1821,  but  is  not  certain. 
The  land  was  cultivated  by  Mr.  Silcock  in  the  year  1819.  when  he  built  a  lioiisc  on  the  same  and  resided 
thereon. 

SEYMOUR  PICKETT. 

Before  the  board  in  session  May  19,  1825. 

[No.  7  was  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Oflice  by  the  commissioners.] 

No.  8. — See  PiEroRT  No.  5. 

John  G.  Brindleij  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  si.r  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

.iiEMor,i.\r.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  In  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  John  G.  Brindlcy  respectfully  showeth:  That  yoiu-  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  consisting  of  si.\  hundred  and  forty  acres,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Black  creek. 
His  house  and  improvements  are  known  as  the  improvements  and  premises  of  the  said  John  G  Brindh^y, 
in  the  county  of  Duval,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  and  approved  May 
26,  182-1,  grantino-  lands  "to  such  persons  as  were  in  actual  settlement  and  iminovement  of  the  same, 
comraeuced  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  17,  1821,  when  Florida  was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
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And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  and  improvement  of  said  tract  of 
land  so  situated  as  aforesaid,  since  the  year  1819  until  the  date  of  this  memorial,  and  has  peaceably 
enjoyed  possessed,  and  iiii|irnved  the  same.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  claims  no 
tract  of'land  in  said  Territory  by  virtue  of  anv  written  evidence  of  title  derived  from  either  the  British  or 
Spanish  governments.  And  yuur  memorialist  "further  showeth,  agreeably  to  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  that  he  is  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

And  your  meinorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c.  t^^tt^t  r.    r,TlT^TT^T  T.,r 

•'  JOHN  G.  BRINDLEY, 

By  his  attorney,  JOHN  M.  FONTAINE. 

Territory  of  FLORinA,  SI.  John's  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  Fairbanks,  esq.,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  said 
county  William  Molphos,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  in  the  year  1818  or  1819  he 
helped' to  build  a  house  on  Little  Black  creek,  and  helped  to  jilant  some  peas  and  corn,  and  knew  John 
Cieor"-c  Brindley  to  live  on  saiil  place;  and  last  year  he  was  at  Brindley's  house,  and  knew  him  to  have 
a  gootl  crop  of  corn  at  the  same  place;  and  this  deponent  helped  J.  G.  Brindley  to  dig  his  potatoes  last  fall. 

WILLIAM  M  MOLPHOS. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  mo  this  16th  day  of  Augu.st,  A.  D.  1824. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Territory  of  Florida,  St.  J"o/i»!'.s  County: 

Personally  appeared  bef  ire  me,  Samuel  Fairbank,  esq.,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  said 
county,  Hannah  Nobles,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  she  is  well  acquainted  with  John 
George  Brindley,  and  that  he  settled  at  a  place  at  Little  Black  creek  in  January,  1820,  with  his  family; 
and  that  he  had  a  house  and  land  cleared  at  said  place. 

her 

HANNxVH  X  NOBLES. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  18tli  day  of  August,  1824. 

SAMUEL  FAIRBANKS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DECREE. 

John  G.  Brindley  vs.  77ie  United  States.     For  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

The  board  finding  by  the  evidence  adduced  that  the  claimant  did  actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
above  land  between  February  22,  1819,  and  July  IT,  1821,  do  report  his  claim  to  Congress  under  the 
donation  act.     August  29,  1825. 

[Nos.  9  to  13,  inclusive,  were  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  commissioners.] 

No.  1. — See  Report  No.  6. 
John  Bachclot  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  small  island  of  marsh. 


To  the  honorable  the  conunissioncrs  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  John  Bachelot  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  a  small  island  of  marsh,  situated  near  that  of  the  Doctor;  which  title  your  memorialist 
derives  from  a  concession  made  to  him  November  29,  1800,  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal 
order  of  1790,  a  certified  copy  of  which  concession  is  herewith  presented.  And  your  memorialist  further 
showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  and  was  so  at  the  cession;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  resident  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia.     He  prays  confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

JOHN  BACHELOT. 

CERTIFIED    COPY. 

Don  Juan  de  Pierra,  lieutenant  of  the  infantry  regiment  of  Cuba  and  secretary  of  the  government: 
I  certify  that,  to  a  memorial  ]iresented  by  John  Bachelot,  soliciting  a  small  marsh  island,  which  is  near 
that  of  the  Doctor,  for  pasturage  for  his  cattle,  the  following  decree  was  this  day  made:  "Let  there  be 
granted  to  this  party  the  land  which  he  solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person. 

"  WHITE." 

And  that  it  maj'  serve  as  a  security  to  the  interested,  I  give  this  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  November 
29,  1800.- 

JUAN  DE  PIERRA. 

I  certifj'  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  decree  made  by  Governor  White, 
in  the  Spanish  language,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE. 

John  Bachclot  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  small  island  of  marsh. 

The  above  being  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  but  undeiined  in  quantity,  tlie  board  do  report  it  to  Congress 
accordingly.     September  29,  lS2.'j. 
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No.  2. — .Sec  1;ki'(ii!t  No.  (i. 
The  heir.f  lit'  Thuina^f  IVacc/v  vs.  The  i'lii/i'il  Sidles.      l'\ir  <ine  llidiismul  aerex  uf'  ImnL 

■MEMdHIAI.. 

To  the  honorable  tlie  e(i)ii)ni.<siiiner.<  apjiointeil  to  asreiiaiii  eliiiiiis  nihl  lilirs  I,,  limih  in  L'lisl  Flnriilii: 

The  [K'titioM  of  the  heirs  ..f  Tlmnias  Tiaveis,  \<y  (Hir  ..I'  Ihrm,  W'lHi.im  'I'ravcrs,  ics|i(Ttrullv  sh..wrlii: 
Tliat  yotii-  nieiiiorialists  ehiiiii  tith'  to  a  traet  (jf  hiuil  cuiisistiii--  of  mio  tiioiisaiul  acres,  situated"  at  a  iihieci 
called  the  Okl  .Savaimas,  where  Mr.  Mann  had  a  rice  phiiitation,  (see  an  accurate  description  of  the  said  lauil 
aud  its  marks  and  boundaries  in  the  ^-rant  filed  lierewitli;)  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  I'rom  a 
grant  made  to  them  by  Covernor  Coppinger,  in  virtue  of  the  idyal  onlcr  nt'  HlH).  'J'lu'  said  .tyrant  oi-  royal 
title  is  dated  July  9,  1819,  and  is  founded  npon  a  transfer  of  concession  made  by  the  heii-s  of  Isnardv 
with  cou.scnt  of  government,  August  31,  1.S05,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  documents.  Ami 
your  memorialists  show  that  they  are  in  actual  p(.issession  of  said  lands;  that  they  resided  in  f'lori.la  at 
the  change  of  flags,  and  still  do  so. 

(JEOKGI':  MIKK.VY,  /or  .Vem<,r,alisls. 

[Translation.] 

Senor  Governor:  Don  ]\[iguel  Isnanly,  an  inhabitant  and  merchant  of  this  city,  with  due  respect,  states 
to  your  excellency,  as,  by  the  annexed  memorial  and  decree  of  your  excellency '.s  ]iredecess(jr,  it  is  evident 
that  he  is  in  possession  of  the  land  cited  in  it  until  the  royal  connnand;  and  umlerstanding  that  his  Majesty 
has  resolved  to  distribute  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  he  prays  .your  excellency'  to  lie  iileased 
to  grant  him  and  ratify  the  said  concession,  from  its  being  certain  that  your  memorialist  has  been  the  due 
time  in  possession  of  it  in  proper  form,  a  favor  which  he  hopes  to  merit  from  the  justice  of  your  excel- 
lency.    St.  Augustine,  January  3,  1791. 

MIGUEL  ISXAlMtY. 

St.  Aroi-sTiNE,  Ocluher  19,  1791. 
Let  it  be  granted  to  this  party  in  the  place  in  which  he  is  established  until,  at  the  survey  of  the  lands, 
the  quantity  corresponding  to  his  family  be  surveyed  to  him,  witlmut  injury  to  a  third  person. 

QUESADA. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  oflice  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

P.  J.  FATIO,  S.  n.  L.  G. 

[Translation] 

Sexor  Goverxok  and  Comm.\nder-in'-chief:  Don  Miguel  Isnardy,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  with  all  due 
respect,  states  to  your  excellency  that  the  officer  commissioned  for  the  survey  of  lands  having  arrived  in 
the  neighborhood  (jf  those  he  possesses  on  the  North  river,  as  he  has  proved  by  the  preceding  memorial 
which  lie  jjresented,  and  by  it  asked  that  there  should  be  surveyed  for  him  one  hundred  acres  in  tlie  said 
place;  and,  besides  this,  that  he  shall  be  put  in  possession  until  the  complete  extension  of  his  family, 
which  is  composed  at  present  of  twentyone  ))ersons,  including'  himself,  in  the  pjlace  known  as  the  Old 
Savannas,  and  its  vicinity,  where  rice  was  planted  by  a  former  English  inhaliitant,  Mr.  Mann;  he  prays 
your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  his  petition,  and  command  what  is  proper  for  the  purpose,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  surveyed  for  him  in  the  places  already  mentioned,  a  favor  which  he  diies  not  doubt  to 
receive  from  among  the  many  which  your  excellency  distributes  daily.     Florida,  April  2(5,  1793. 

MIGUEL  ISXAUDY. 

St.  Ai-GU-STixE,  May  10,  1793. 

Let  this  be  placed  with  the  foregoing,  and  confirming  by  them  the  possession  which  the  jiarty  has  in 
the  lands  which  Don  Pedro  Marrot  refers  to — this  decree  not  opposing  the  former  which  he  has  from  this 
government;  aud  let  him  proceed  to  the  survey  of  the  hundred  acres  on  the  North  creek,  and  the  remainder, 
to  complete  what  his  family  is  entitled  to,  at  the  Old  Savannas. 

QUESADA. 

I  certifj'  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spianish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  lA  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  n.  L,  C. 

'  [Translation.] 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Francisco  Povina,  attorney  and  agent  of  the  widow  of  Don  Miguel  _de 
Isnardy,  and  charged  by  the  said  widow  and  the  tribunal  to  adjust  and  liquidate  the  accounts  which 
were  i)ending  by  the  death  of  said  Isnardy,  having  examined  the  accounts  pending  between  Dr.  Don  Thomas 
Travers  and  the  deceased,  it  results  in  the  projjerty  which  I  administer  owing  to  the  said  Don  Thomas  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars;  in  virtue  of  which,  and  the  said  doctor  having  ])roposed  to  me  that  he  would 
take  in  payment  of  the  balance  in  his  favor  a  piece  of  land  which  the  said  Isnardy  (jbtained  and  culti- 
vated, situated  on  the  Little  beaches  of  Santa  Lucia,  and  having  been  informed  by  men  who  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  said  land  that  it  is  well  paid  for  at  that  sum,  I  have  agreed,  in  the  name  of  the  said 
widow  and  the  other  heirs,  to  sell  them;  and  by  this  document  which,  until  the  government  permits  a 
deed  of  sale  to  be  made  in  form,  shall  serve  as  a  title,  I  sell  him  the  above-named  i)ieco  of  land  for  the  precise 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars — all  accounts  at  both  sides  being  settled  and  paid  up  to  this  date,  without 
any  claim  remaining  on  either  side.     And  I,  Don  Thomas  Travers,  acknowledge  myself  satisfied  with  the 
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settlement  of  accounts  above  mentioned,  and  receive  in  payment  of  the  above  balance  in  my  favor  the 
lands  mentioned,  and  whicli  I  consider  as  delivered  to  me;  and  to  confirm  all,  we  sign  this  in  St.  Augus- 
tine, Florida,  August  31,  1805.  ^^^^^    TRAVERS. 

FRANCISCO  ROVINA, 
For  Donna  Juana  de  la  Torre,  and  as  her  Altorneij. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 

on  file  in  th'e  office  ..f  llie  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine.  '  „  .  „.^  .  „    „    ^    ^ 

r  .   J .   X  A  i  lU,    o.   7-3.   Jv.  0. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  survey  dated  April  25,  1819,  and  a  royal  title  dated  July  9,  1819.] 

E.\sT  Flomd.v,  St.  Aucusti.ne,  Si.  John's  Counlij: 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
aforesaid,  ]5artolome  Leonardv,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  Don' Miguel  de  Isnardy,  and  recollects  of  his  planting  for  many  years  up  the  North  river,  at  a  place 
called  the  Old  Savanna.f,  distant  about  fifteen  miles  north  from  St.  Augustine,  and  adjoining  to  the  north 
by  the  place  now  in  the  occupation  of  tliis  deponent;  that  he  has  always  understood  that  the  land  in 
ciuestion  belonged  to  said  Miguel  Isnardy;  that  he  never  heard  it  disputed  to  the  contrary. 
'  "^  BARTOLOME  LEONARDY. 

Sworn  to  before  me  Julv  20,  1824. 

BERNARDO  SEGUI,  J.  P. 

DECREE. 

Heirs  of  Thomas  Travers  vs.  Tlie  United  Slales.     For  one  thousand  acres. 

The  Ixiard  having  ascertained  the  above  to  \n:  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  but  the  quantity  of  land 
being,  in  their  opinion,  iindelined,  they  report  the  same  accordingly  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
September  2t,  1825. 

No.  3. — See  Report  No.  0. 

Bartolome  Bleslre  vs.  The  United  States.    For  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

ME5I0RIAL. 

To  the  honorable  Die  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Bartolome  Mestre,  jr.,  for  his  mother,  Mariana  Mestre,  respectfully  represents:  That  your  memorialist 
claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  Thompson's  branch,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Matanzas  river  from  the  Little  bar,  which  has  not  been  surveyed;  that  the  same  was 
granted  to  her  husband,  Bartolome  Mestre,  without  specifying  the  number  of  acres,  but  according  to  the 
number  of  his  family,  which  consisted  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  three  children,  and  to  take  possession  in 
one  month;  which  conditions  were  performed.  And  your  memorialist  states  that  the  said  Bartolome 
Mestre  afterwards  abandoned  his  family,  and  left  his  children  with  the  said  Mariana,  who  has  supported 
them  for  many  years,  and  ever  since  the  said  Bartolome  abandoned  his  wife  and  family;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  the  said  Bartolome  Mestre  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the 
royal  order  of  1790,  June  28,  1796,  as  appears  by  the  memorial  and  decree  herewith  presented.  And 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said  Mariana  Mestre  is  in  legal  possession  of  said  lands,  and 
was  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and  has  been  ever  since  the  grant;  that  she  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  Florida.     St.  Augustine,  October  11,  1823. 

JOHN  B.  ST'RO'SG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 

[Translation.] 
To  the  Governor: 

Bartolome  Mestre,  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  with  due  respect,  submits  to  your  excellency  that,  finding 
himself  obliged  to  attend  to  the  daily  support  of  his  family,  and  not  having  the  means  to  do  it  in  this 
city  without  the  greatest  toil,  by  reason  of  his  not  meeting  with  a  vacant  place  in  which  to  employ 
himself;  and  as  he  has  always  lived  desirous  of  complying  with  his  duties,  he  desires  to  employ  himself 
in  some  honest  calling  which,  by  its  produce,  may  lead  to  this  intent;  and  finding  himself  well  acquainted 
with  country  labor,  which  he  has  exercised  for  some  time,  as  his  Majesty  has  deigned  to  grant  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  lands  in  proportion  to  the  family  which  each  person  may  have,  embracing 
this  favor  he  has  solicited  a  piece  of  land  on  which  to  settle  himself — he  met  one  in  front  of  the  Little  bar. 
on  the  river  Matanzas,  named  Thompson's  branch,  which  no  person  is  in  possession  of.  Wherefore,  he 
supplicates  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him  the  said  land  until  the  survey  and  distribution  of 
lands  already  commenced,  whicli  has  been  put  a  stop  to  by  the  declaration  of  the  last  war;  he  followed  up 
a  request  which  he  promises  himself  from  the  goodness  of  your  e;xcellency.     Florida,  June  21,  1796. 

The  memorialist  not  knowing  how  to  write  his  name,  I  sign  for  him  at  his  request. 

JOSE  DE  ZAVALIA. 

DECREE. 

St.  Augustine,  June  23,  1796. 

Let  the  commandant  of  engineers  report  if  the  land  asked  for,  being  settled,  would  embarrass  the 
defence  of  this  city  and  province. 

WHITE. 

REPORT. 

All  the  uncultivated  land  from  the  tower  of  Matanzas  to  the  south  would  be  very  useful  for  the 
support  of  the  province,  the  cultivation  (jf  it  not  being  in  any  respect  prejudicial  to  the  defence  of  the  city 
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or  province;  and  as  the  land  which  tlic  memorialist  asked  for  is  comprised  in  tliat  part,  there  hein"-  no 
objection  to  your  cxceUency's  uTaiitin;;-  it,  it  heing-  on  tii(!  main  hind,  at  a  small  distance;  and  opposite  tiio 
Little  bar  there  is  a  small  island  named  tlie  Kock,  or  Larf;-e  bar,  where  the  predecessor  nf  your  exeellencv 
permitted  the  inhabitants  to  make  lime,  but  ascertainiiifi;  that  iiis  |i;ntiirr,  Hike,  raised  s'ome  stniic  fn.in 
the  borders  of  the  bar  in  order  to  sell  it  to  individuals  of  the  city,  with  manifest  injnrvtn  the  entrance  uf 
vessels  by  it,  it  beinjz;  now  capable  of  admitting-  small  canoes,  deponent  was  onlcred  by  tlie  };-(ivernment 
to  quit  that  post,  and  not  use  the  license  p;ran1cd  to  him.  If  the  himl  which  the  party'asks  I'm-  is  at  liu^ 
said  Large  bar,  and  if  it  be  on  the  main  land,  there  is  no  incnnvcnic  nee  in  your  cxi'iHcncy's  n;rantinj;-  it, 
if  it  be  your  pleasure,  for  thi^  )iurpose  he  jm-tends,  which  is  all  1  can  n^pnit  t'l  ynur  excellcTicv  in  i-iiniiili- 
ance  with  your  preceding  decree.     St.  .\iigustine,  Florida,  June  -JT,  17'.iii. 

PKDiM)  iii,\/,  i;i:i;i;i(). 

COXCE.SSI0.\. 

St.   Aiia-STINK,  i'Voyn/rt,  ,/(///'■  2s,   17'.M). 

The  laud  asked  for  not  being  that  referreil  tn  in  the  foreg'oing  re]iort,  let  it  be  giaiiled  tu  the  pctitiniier, 
without  injury  to  a  third  iM.'rsiin.  ami  on  the  conditions  allowcil  to  otlin-  settlers  or  inhabitants. 

WlIITi:. 
Licentiate  Abreu. 

Certiticatc  is  granted. 

rKXClL. 

I  certifj'  tliat  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  ]!.  L.   (J. 

Teruitoky  of  Fr.oRiD.\,  Counltj  of  Si.  J'/lin\-<: 

Francis  Pidliscr,  jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that  he  was  acquainted  with  Bartolome 
Mestre,  of  this  county;  that  about  twenty  years  ago,  or  something-  more  or  less.  In;  settled  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  Matanzas  river,  west  of  the  Matanzas  fort,  and  is  the  same  tract  of  land  for  whicli  he  obtained  a 
grant  from  the  Spanish  government  about  that  time.  This  deponent  knows  he  was  there  making  improve- 
ments for  some  time,  but  cannot  say  pi-ecisely  how  long;  he  had  a  wife  and  several  children;  his  wife's 
name  is  Mariana  Mestre,  and  now  resides  in  the  city  of  St  Augustine.  The  said  Bartolome  Mestre,  some 
time  after,  left  his  said  wife  and  family,  and  has  never  atVorded  them  any  support  for  many  years,  his  wife 
having  supported  and  raised  the  children.  The  said  Bartoh:ime  went  to  Darien,  and  has  there  lived  with 
a  colored  woman,  bjf  whom  he  has  had  children,  as  this  deponent  has  been  informed  and  believes.  The 
tract  of  land  above  alluded  to  is  said  to  contain  about  three  hundred  or  three  hundred  and  fiftv  acres. 

FRANCIS  PELLISEK,  Jr 

Sworn  before  me  April  2(i,  1S25. 

W.  II.  ALLEN. 

decree. 

Baiioknne  JL'sIre  \fi.   The  Cnilcd  Slates.     For  Ihrrr  hinidred  acrr^t  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  aliovc  to  lie  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  but  undelined  in  quantity, 
do  therefore  report  it  to  Congress.     June  14,  1825. 

No.  4. — See  IiEroRT  No.  0. 
Jt'hu  Underwood  vs.   The  United  Sfafe.^.     For  .si.r  hundred  aeres  of  land. 


To  the  honoraljle  (he  commi.^nioner><  appointed  to  ascertain  c/ou».s  and  tithv  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Jehu  Underwood,  a  citizen  of  the  L'nited  States,  residing  in  the  county  of  Camden, 
in  Georgia,  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  county  of  Duval, 
on  a  creek  called  Black  creek,  containing  six  hundred  acres,  I.ying  in  the  following  form,  to  wit:  the  tirst' 
line  running  cast  twenty  chains;  second,  south  eiglity-six  chains;  and  the  third,  west  twenty  chains, 
bounded,  as  yonr  memorialist  believes,  on  all  sides  by  vacant  lands;  which  said  tract  of  land  your 
memorialist  claims  as  follows:  first,  under  a  concession  made  to  him  on  May  20,  1805,  granting  him  the 
privilege  of  building  a  mill  thereon,  and  cutting  timber,  which  said  concession  is  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  A;  that,  in  virtue  of  said  concession,  shortly  thereafter  the  said  Jehu  Underwood  went  into 
possession  of  said  tract  of  land,  namely,  the  same  year,  and  built  a  saw-mill  on  said  Black  creek,  and 
continued  in  the  possession  of  the  same  until  1812,  when  the  said  mill  was  burnt  down  liy  the  Indians,  and 
he  was  driven  off  by  them;  that  as  soon  as  with  safety  he  could,  which  was  some  years  after,  he  went  on 
to  said  tract  of  land  again,  and  recommenced  another  saw-mill,  which  he  shortly  thereafter  completed,  in 
consideration  of  whichron  February  20,  1821,  he  obtained  a  royal  title  to  six  hundred  aci-cs  of  land  as 
above  described,  which  said  tract  ot' land  lie  was  in  actual  possession  of  on  the  day  East  and  West  Florida 
were  transferred  to  the  United  States.  Your  memorialist  refers,  as  evidence  of  such  royal  title,  as  per 
exhiliit  marked  B,  which  he  hereby  introduces,  not  as  direct  evidence  of  the  deraigument  of  the  title,  but 
as  collateral  evidence,  to  estalilish  the  fact  of  the  quantity  of  land  he  was  in  possession  of  by  virtue  of 
the  concession  marked  exhibit  A,  at  the  time  of  the  transler  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States.  All 
which  is  liuniblv  sulimitted  to  vour  consideration.     AuL;-ust  27,  1823. 

15ELTUN  A.  CO  PP. 

A.  —  [Tian.slatiou  ] 

To  the  governor: 

Don  Jehu  Underwood,  inhabitant  of  this  province,  to  your  excellency  respectfully  showeth:  That 
in  April,  1804,  he  swore  allegiance  to  his  Catholic  Majesty;  that  in  December  last  he  began  to  culti- 
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vate  a  tract  of  laud,  wliicli  lie  lias  hired  on  the  river  St.  John's,  with  fourteen  negroes  and  six  white 
laborers,  where  has  the  pleasing-  pro.speet  of  an  abundant  crop  of  provisions;  that  his  intention  was,  from 
the  nionient  of  liis  arrival  in  tiiis  province,  to  ask  of  tlio  government,  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  them, 
but  has  neglected  doing  so  until  the  present  moment;  that  the  government  could  not  doubt  his  intention 
of  establishing  himself  in  tiiis  province;  that,  lastly,  being  convinced  of  the  abundance  of  timber  therein, 
he  has  determined  to  erect  two  saw-mills  on  tlie  banks  of  tiie  river  St.  Mary's,  on  two  creeks,  the  one 
called  Dunn's  creek  the  other  Deep  run;  the  first  is  situated  three  miles  west  from  Pigeon  creek,  apper- 
taining to  Don  Thomas  Travers,  Ixiunded  on  the  n(irth  by  the  river  St.  Mary's,  and  on  all  other  sides  by 
vacant  lands;  the  last  mentioned  is  situated  about  ten  miles  from  the  first;  its  front  is  bonnded  by  the 
river  St.  Mary's;  on  all  other  sides  by  vacant  lands;  the  intention  of  your  memorialist  being  that  of  erect- 
ing the  said  two  saw-mills  immediately,  with  a  part  of  his  said  laborers,  and  thirty  new  negroes,  for  whom 
he  has  written,  and  expects  them  very  soon.  He  thereftjrc  iirays  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
him  your  superior  ])ermission  for  that  purpose,  conceding  him  the  land  sufficient,  that  the  said  two  saw- 
mills" may  have  sufficient  quantity  of  pine  timber  for  their  use  in  their  respective  neighborhoods.  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  May  20,  1805. 

JEHU  UNDERWOOD. 

St.  ArcrsTiN-E,  May  20,  1805. 

A'grecably  to  his  request,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  give  him  the  corresponding  license 
from  the  secretary's  office. 

WHITE. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translatifm  from  a  document  in  the  Sjianish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  May  10,  1818,  before  his  excellency,  Don  Jose  Cojipinger,  colonel 
of  the  royal  armies,  jiolitical  and  militay  governor  of  this  city  and  its  province,  appeared  Don  George 
Fleming,  captain  of  militia,  with  the  rank  of  provincial  in  this  city,  and  planter,  native  of  Ireland,  of  the 
married  state,  from  whom  his  excellency,  in  virtue  of  the  information  moved  for  by  Don  Jehu  Underwood, 
received  the  oath  which  he  made,  according  to  law,  under  the  obligation  of  which  he  promised  to  tell  the 
truth  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  in  what  should  be  asked  him;  and,  having  been  questioned  as  to  the 
tenor  of  the  memorial,  said  that  he  knows  positively  that  Don  J('hu  Underwood  built  the  water  saw-mill 
to  which  he  refers  in  his  representation,  in  virtue  of  the  permission  granted  by  this  government,  in  which 
he  invested,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  deponent,  about  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  water 
saw-mill  remained  working  until  the  year  1812,  when  the  insurrection  of  this  province  took  place;  at  which 
time  the  de|i(inent  knew,  l)y  persons  worthy  of  credit,  that  the  said  Underwood  was  ruined,  because  of  fire 
having  been  set  to  tiie  said  water  saw-mill,  and  he  lost  what  he  had  tliere;  that  all  that  he  has  set  forth  is 
amply  public,  and  well  known,  as  also  that  Underwood  was  one  of  the  faithful  subjects  at  the  time  of  the 
said  insurrection;  so  that,  to  avoid  following  the  course  of  the  malcontent  inhabitants  of  the  province,  he 
absented  himself  from  it  for  the  United  States,  after  having  been  harassed  by  the  said  insurgents;  and 
tiiat,  further  t(j  confirm  the  deponent  that  the  said  saw-mill  was  in  operation  at  the  period  referred  to,  ho 
obtained  from  it  quantities  t)f  lumber,  which  he  bought  for  his  own  use;  further,  he  does  not  know  that, 
at  the  present  day,  vhat  Underwood  says  is  right,  because  he  has  not  been  at  that  place  since  said 
rebellion,  and  he  answers  that  all  is  truth,  by  virtue  of  his  oatii;  that  he  is  of  the  age  of  sixty  years; 
that  the  exci'iitions  of  tiie  law,  which  he  was  made  ac(iuainted  with,  do  not  affect  him.  And  having  been 
also  ai)pri/,ed  of  the  contents  of  this,  his  declaration,  he  signed  it  with  his  excellency;  which  I  attest. 

[A  ^Ujmi.]  JORGE  FLEMING. 

Before  me—  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  j-ear,  Don  Jehu  Underwood,  for  the  information  which  he  is 
giving,  presented  as  a  witness  Don  Fernando  dc  la  Maza  Arredondo,  jr.,  native,  resident,  and  planter  in 
tills  city,  from  whom  his  excellency,  before  me,  the  notary,  received  on  oath,  which  he  made  according  to 
law,  under  tie  oliligation  of  which  he  jiromised  to  tell  the  truth,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  in  what 
should  be  asked  him;  and,  examining  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  memorial,  said  that  it  is  very  certain, 
jiublic,  and  notorious,  that  Don  Jehu  Underwood  built  a  water  saw-mill  on  the  place  pointed  out  in  his 
representation,  where  the  deponent  was  with  the  schooner  Palafox,  in  the  year  1810,  to  load  her  with 
lumber,  wliicli  he  eflected,  carrying  it  to  the  Havana;  that  said  mill  was  in  full  operation,  and  very 
eflective;  since,  for  its  establishment,  the  said  Underwood  expended  about  ten  thousand  dollars,  which 
accounts  the  deponent  had  in  his  hands,  as  they  came  througii  those  of  his  father,  Don  Fernando,  is  in 
said  Havana;  but  that,  in  the  year  1812,  said  mill  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  which  the  Indians  put  to  it— 
the  said  Underwood  having  been  ruined,  having  lost  what  he  had  there,  being,  fis  he  was,  a  faithful 
inhabitant,  who  did  not  meddle  in  said  insurrection;  that  he  does  not  know  if  said  water  saw-mill  has 
been  actually  re-established,  l)ecanse  he  has  not  been  since  at  that  place;  and  answers  that  all  is  the  truth, 
by  virtue  of  his  oath;  that  lie  is  thirty  years  of  age;  not  atfected  by  the  exceptions  of  the  law;  and  he  signed 
this,  with  his  excellency;  which  I  attest. 

lA  4<jH,'t]  '  FERNANDO  DE  LA  MAZA  ARREDONDO,  Jr. 

Before  me—  JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO. 

On  the  same  day  apjiearcd  before  his  excellency  Eleazer  Staflord,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  and 
laborer  in  it,  native  of  South  Carolina,  of  the  married  state,  from  whom  his  excellency,  before  me,  the 
notary,  received  the  oath,  which  he  made  in  form  of  law,  promising  to  tell  the  truth,  to  tiie  liest  of  his 
knowledge,  in  what  should  be  asked  liim;  and  being  so,  in  the  same  manner  with  tiie  former,  he  said  that, 
since  the  year  1805,  when  he  was  estaliiisiied  in  this  province,  he  saw  that  Don  Jeiiu  Underwood  built  a 
water  sjiw-mill  on  Black  creek,  wliicli  he  put  in  good  order  in  every  respect,  and  had  it  working  until  1812, 
when  the  insurrection  of  this  province  took  place,  at  which  time  said  water  saw-mill  was  destroyed  and 
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burned  l\v  the  Indians,  by  which  LTndcrwood  snflered  losses  wlii^'h  left  liim  miiililc  t.i  irliiiild  said  mill,  u  liicli 

he  hiis   now  returned   to  re-estalilisli,  althouo-h    not    with    all    [x^rleelion;   but    as   lljc  i|c| nt  \\m-<,  himt 

the  said  establishment,  he  has  seen  that  it  has  been  sawiufj;  I'or  tliesc^  si.\  nmiillis;  and  llial,  aeruidirij^-  to 
the  declaration  of  the  dejuuient,  he  has  sawed  since  last  sprinjj;  alxjut  100, (Kin  I'lil  ,.r  lumlM  r,  bcin;^'  at 
present  fit  to  continue  if  the  waters  permit;  and  answers  that  all  is  thr  trnlli,  l>y  \  iilnc  nl'  ihis  ualli;  that 
he  is  of  the  age  of  forty-live  years,  anil  that  the  except  imis  i)f  tlii'  law.  wliii-h  were  axplaineil  t<>  him,  do 
not  atl'ect  him.  And,  beini;-  infcirme<l  of  what  is  cnnlained  in  this  ilcclaraliui],  he  said  thai  it  was  faith- 
fully written;  and  signed  it,  with  his  excellency;  which   1  attest. 

[J  signet.] 

KLKAZKli  ST.MTOIM). 

Refore  ine — 

.ir.\N  UK  i;n  Ti.'Ai.co. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  dncumeiil  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  tile  in  the  olHcc  of  the  [lulilic  archives. 


F.  J.  FAd'lO,  s.  n.  L.  a. 


B. 


[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  rnyal  title  made  by  (Jovernor  Cnppinger,  ilaled  I'eliruary  17,  1821, 
for  six  hundred  acres   of  land.] 

DECKER. 

Jehu    Underwood  vs.   The  Cniled  Stales.    Fur  si. r  hundred  nere.t  (i/'  Idiiil 

The  board  iind  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  the  conditions  <jf  which  liave  lieeii  cmn- 
plied  with;  but  as  the  quantity  of  land  is  undefined  by  it,  and  the  royal  title  conliriningand  ascertaining  the 
quantity  is  dated  after  January  24,  1818,  they  report  to  Congress  for  decision.     Seidendier  27,  1S25. 

No.  5. — See  Ketort  No.  6. 

Francis  P.  Sanchez  ys    Tlie  United  Sfafes.      For  si.r  hundred  aires  af  land. 

M';.Mi.imAi.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commL'^sionos  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fast  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Francis  P.  Sanchez  respectfully  showeth:  That  he  claims  title  in  and  to  o  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  consisting  of  six  hundred  acres,  situated  and  being  in  East  Florida  aforesaid;  that  the  said 
tract  of  six  hundred  acres  is  part  of  a  grant  of  two  thousand  acres  originally  made  to  one  lioque  Leonardy, 
now  deceased,  by  three  several  concessions,  one  of  wdnch  was  made  on  December  24,  1792,  and  one  on 
April  11,  1793,  by  Governor  Quesada,  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  and  the  other  on  January  3,  1799,  by 
Governor  White,  the  governor  of  East  Florida;  which  several  concessions  were  made  under  and  in  virtue 
of  a  royal  ord(;r  of  the  King  of  Spain,  bearing  date  October  29,  1790 — all  which  will  fully  appear  by  a  ref- 
erence to  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  concession  now  here  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  A; 
that  the  said  Koque  Leonardy,  u]ion  the  ol)taining  said  concession,  took  immediate  and  actual  possession  of 
the  lands,  and  improved  and  cultivated  them,  and  remained  in  the  actual  possession  and  occupancy  of  them 
till  his  death,  which  took  place  about  the  year  1803,  and  that  his  heirs  are  now  in  the  actual  occupancy  of 
this  part  of  the  said  lands  now  sold  to  your  memorialist;  that  the  said  lands  were  surveyed  very  soon  after 
their  concession  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  East  Florida,  Pedro  Marrot,  but  this  plat  having 
been  lost,  apiilication  w%as  made  by  the  heirs  of  the  said  Leonardy  for  a  rcsurvey  of  them,  whicli  was 
ordered  A|iril  5,  1819,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  certified  copy  of  the  application  and  order  for  the 
s  lid  resurvey  herewith  submitted  and  filed,  and  marked  exhibit  B;  that  the  said  concession  of  two  thousand 
acres  were  'located  b_y  the  said  Koipie  Leonardy  in  two  distinct  tracts — one  of  which  consisted  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred,  and  the  other  of  six  hundred,  the  latter  of  which  is  that  claimed  by  your 
memorialist,  as  appears  by  the  certified  copies  of  the  plat  thereof  now  submitted  and  file<l,  and  marked 
exhibits  C  and  B;  that  the  said  tract  of  six  hundred  acres  is  situated  on  the  North  river,  about  sixteen 
miles  from  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  between  the  road  to  San  Vincent  Ferrer  and  lands  of  John  Andrew, 
and  has  the  following  lines  and  dimensions,  that  is  to  say:  the  first  line  begins  at  a  pine  marked  -f ,  and 
runs  north  77°  east,  60  chains,to  another  pine,  marked  +;  the  second  line  runs  north  13°  west,  100  chains, 
to  another  pine  marked  -f ;  the  third  line  runs  south  77°  west,  60  chains,  to  another  pine  marked  with  a 
-f ;  the  fourth  runs  south  13°  east,  100  chains,  to  the  place  of  Ijcginning.  The  said  land  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
survey  thereof,  bounded  on  the  south  by  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Travers,  on  the  north  by  vacant  lands,  on 
the  west  bv  the  road  to  San  Vincent  Ferrer,  as  will  more  distinctly  appear  by  the  jilat  thereof  contained  in 
exhibit  D.  'Your  memorialist  further  shows  that.  May,  25,  1821,  a  grant  in  absolute  property  of  the  aforesaid 
tract  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land  was  made  by  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  the  governor  of  East  Florida,  to  the 
heirs  of  the  said  luique  Leonardy,  as  will  appear  by  a  certain  certified  cojiy  thereof  ikjw  herewith  submit- 
ted and  filed,  and  marked  exhibi't  E;  and  that  Bartolome  Leonardy,  Juan  Leonardy.  anil  Maria  Ugarti,  the 
heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Roque  Leonardy,  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  March  20,  ls22,  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration paid  to  them  by  your  meinorialist,  conveyed  to  your  memorialist  in  fee  sinqile  absidiite  the 
said  tract  or  parcel  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  its  a])purtenances,  as  will  appear  by  original  con- 
veyance thereof  to  your  memorialist,  now  herewith  subnntted  and  filed,  and  marked  exliibit  F.  And  your 
memorialist  further  avers  and  shows  that  the  said  Roque  Leonardy  was,  at  the  time  the  said  six  hundred 
acres  of  land  were  conceded  to  him  as  aforesaid,  and  at  his  death,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida, 
and  a  subject  to  the  King  of  Spain;  and  that  his  heirs  were,  at  the  time  of  their  father's  death,  also  settlers 
of  East  Florida,  and  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  were  settlers  of  East  Florida  at  the  time  they 
conveyed  the  said  land  to  your  mcmorialis't ;  that  your  memorialist  was,  at  the  time  of  tlw  cessinn  of  thit 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida,  and  has  so  continued  ever  since 
Wherefore,  he  nravs  confirmation  of  his  title  to  the  said  six  hundred  acres  nf  hind  and  its  appurtenances,  &c 
'     '  FRANCIS  P.  SANCHEZ, 

By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 


icy 

s 
ce. 
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fTrauslation.] 

MEMORHL. 

Se.vor  Governor:  Don  Roqiio  Lponardy,  an  inliabitant  of  this  citj',  with  dun  respect,  states  to  your 
excellency  that  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  north  of  this  city  there  is  a  piece  of  land  belonging  to  the  King, 
Avhich  in  former  times  was  planted  by  a  certain  Mr.  Jfenn,  and  at  present,  for  want  of  a  person  to  possess 
it,  is  uncultivated.  Wherefore,  he  "prays  the  goodness  of  your  e.Kcelleiicy  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him 
the  said  land,  by  which  he  will  receive  a  singular  favor,  which  he  hopes  from  the  well-known  justice  of 

your  excellency. 

KOQUE  LEONARDY. 

St.  ArorsTiNE,  December  24,  1792. 

As  he  requires,  without  injiu-y  to  a  third  person,  let  this  party  be  permitted  to  establish  himself 
whore  he  solicits  until  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  general  survey  of  lands  shall  assign  him  those 
which  corresDond  to  his  family. 

QUESADA. 


Se.nor  Goverxor  ANT)  ('oMMANDER-i.v-CniEF:  Dou  Roquo  Lconardy,  resident  of  this  city  and  inhabitant  of 
the  province,  with  all  rcsjiect,  states  to  your  excellency  that  his  only  business  being  that  of  a  laborer,  by 
which  he  has  to  maintain  his  large  family,  and  for  this  same  reason  your  excellency  having  done  him  the 
favor  to  grant  him  the  plantation  called  Mr.  Menu's,  agreeably  to  the  distribution  of  lands  to  the  other 
inhabitants,  and  having  resulted  to  be  in  possession  of  another  individual  by  a  former  decree  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  superior  government.  Wherefore,  he  prays  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant  him  three 
hundred  acres  of  land,  the  boundary  of  which,  to  the  north,  is  where  the  cutting  of  wood  for  the  King 
takes  place,  without  injuring  in  any  manner  said  place  for  cutting  wood,  the  land  being  open  and  worked 
for  a  few  years,  and  in  the  whole  there  is  scarcely  wood  of  any  consideration;  furthermore,  those  which 
your  excellency  should  think  proper  to  grant  him  four  miles  more  to  the  north  of  that  place  at  the  Rice 
plantation,  so  called,  as  your  memorialist  has  family  and  slaves  enough  for  the  cultivation  of  said  lands, 
and  the  three  hundred  acres  which  he  has  set  forth  not  being  sufficient,  which  is  a  favor  he  hopes  for  from 
the  justice  of  your  excellency. 

ROQUE  LEONARDY. 

St.  Augustine,  April  11,  1793. 

If  the  lands  which  this  party  solicits  be  not  destined  for  the  King's  woods,  nor  previously  to  any 
other  inhabitant  of  the  province,  the  captain,  Don  Pedro  Marrot,  commissioned  for  the  general  distribution 
of  them,  shall  assign  tliosc  which  correspond  to  him  in  the  places  which  he  points  out. 

QUESADA. 

MEMORIAL. 

St.  Augustine,  January  3,  1799. 
Senor  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief:  Don  Roque  Lconardy,  inhabitant  of  this  city,  with  due 
respect,  states  to  your  excellency  that  when  the  lands  were  survej'ed  there  remained  a  piece  near  his 
plantation,  and  to  the  south  of  it,  which  bounds  that  of  Don  Teresa  Gill;  this  said  piece  of  public  land 
consists  of  a  scrub,  very  thick,  and  full  of  palmettos,  although  there  is  a  small  part  a  little  cleared;  but, 
although  that  which  corresponds  to  him  of  the  uncleared  is  but  small,  he  receives  much  injury  from  the 
vicinity  of  it  to  the  house  of  your  memorialist.  He  humbly  prays  your  excellency  to  be  pleased  to  give 
him  a  piece  of  land,  good  and  bad,  that,  by  this  means,  he  may  les"sen  tlie  increa'sed  damages  which  he 
receives  in  clearing  and  cultivating  it,  a  favor  which  he  hopes" to  receive  from  the  equitable  charity 
of  your  excellency. 

ROQUE  LEONARDY. 

St.  Augustine,  January  3,  1799. 
Let  the  commandant  of  engineers  report. 

St.  Augustine,  January  3,  1799. 
Senor  Governor:  The  lands  on  which  the  petitioner  has  his  plantation  correspond  to  those  of  North 
creek  and  he  sees  no  objection  that  the  lands  which  he  solicits  shall  be  increased  in  his  possession  and 
placed  m  cultivation,  it  being  not  only  useful  to  shun  the  damages  which  the  thickness  of  the  woods 
occasions  him,  but  also  advantageous  to  the  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  the  province,  which  is  all 
lie  lias  to  inform  your  excellency  of  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing  decree. 

PEDRO  DIAZ  BERRIO. 

decree. 

St.  Augustine,  January  3,  1799. 
Let  there  be  granted  to  this  party,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  the  lands  he  solicits  until, 
agreeahiy  to  the  persons  he  may  have  for  its  cultivation,  tlie  corresponding  quantity  bo  assigned  him. 

WHITE. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

[Trauslation.] 

'Ihe  legitimate  heirs  of  Don  Roque  Le.uiardv  and  Dmi  Aguida  Coil,  now  deceased,  with  due  venera- 
tion, represent  to  your  excellency,  through  the  medium  of  Don  Jose  M.  Urgarte,  as  husband  of  Donna  Maria 
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Leonardy,  one  of  tlioiii,  and  tlio  only  one  pi-esent,  tliat  tliere  Iicl(in<?iup,-  (o  tlieni  liy  (•(iTice-ssions,  wliidi  tlie 
annexed  documents  pi-ove,  as  alsi)  long-  jiosscssidii  ami  (•..nstaiit  eultivatinn  fur  more  than  twenly-six  \cai,,, 
the  foUowing-  lands,  to  wit:   lieo-innin';-  hy  a  line  wliicli  should  run  east  and  west,  fmni  thai  <.f  {heir  I'jinnid- 

ing  neighbors;  on  the  soulh,  the  heirs  of  i''rahcis<'(i  Anian;   in\  Ihcci-eck  nai I  the  i\iii^'s  laiidiii"-  dislanl 

twelve  miles  to  the  nurth  of  this  |ilai-e;  i>\\  the  margin  nf  the  West  river,  until  it  Iciuiiuali-s   to  the  n(H-|h 

with  tlie  lands  and  appurtenances  n\'  Ihe  uld  plantatiuu  uaiucd  Mcsta  Man,  as  all  must  run  Icr  the  sauK; 

lines,  and  amongst  them  the  said  pcissessien  of  Mnni,  llui'i'  hnmlred  aeres  niarknl  nul  Ik.ui  the  said 
boundary  of  Aniaii  to  the  land  also  granted  Jainiary  )!,  171i'.t;  also  what  is  called  the  Hire  plaulalidu, 
distant  sixteen  miles,  on  the  said  Xortli  river,  from  this  place,  also  lo  the  west,  wliich,  willi  their  appur- 
tenances, as  well  on<'  as  the  other,  have  heen  formerly  snr\-eyed  ami  laid  oil',  exeejit  the  sciuh  under  the 
commission  of  C'aidain  Don  Pedro  Marrot  at  that  time  jdacecl  in  the  general  plan  of  snrvevs  nf  this 
province,  the  place  of  deposit  of  which  is  unknown,  and  is  wanting  to  the  injury  of  the  meinorialisls. 
Wherefore,  they  jiray  }-our  excellency  to  have  tlui  goodness  to  permit  that  the  pri\  ate  snrv(yor,  Don 
Andres  Bergevin,  may  pass  to  said  lands  to  make  new  surveys  of  them  under  the  regulations  est'alilislied 
in  such  cases;  and  that  being  ell'ected,  the  corresiiondiug  documents  be  delivered  to  them  to  puiceed  lo 
prove  the  other  circumstances  which  consolidate  the  right  of  property  which  they  ought  to  eiijos'  IVoni 
liaving  complied  with  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  regulations  of  this  government  on  this  mallei-,  they 
being  ready  to  pay  in  full  the  expenses  due.     St.  Augustine,  Florida,  April  3,  1S19. 

JOSE  MAi;iA  UGAKTE. 

DECREE. 

St.  AuarsTiNK,  April  ft,  isi'.t. 
Let  it  be  granted  as  asked    for,  agreeably  to   the   forms   of  law,  ami    with   notice   to   the    iKJundiug 
neighbors. 

coi'riX(;Ei;. 

St.  Acgcsti.ne. 

On  the  same  day,  month  ami  year  the  foregoing  decree  was  made  known  to  Don  Josii  Maria  Ugarte; 
wliich  I  attest. 

EXTUALCO. 

On  the  same  day  Don  Andres  Burgeviu  was  notilied  of  the  appointment  made  of  him  as  survevor, 
and,  on  being  iid'ormed  of  it,  said  that  he  accepted  of  it,  and  juomised  under  oath,  in  due  form,  wt-ll  and 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  intrusted  to  him  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing, and  signed  it;   which  I  certifv. 

AXDIIES  BEKGEVIX. 


Before  me- 


JUAX  1)E  EXTRALGO,  dc 


I  certifv  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  fr(.im  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language- 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

* 

[Translation.] 

Don  Andres  Burgeviu,  as  surveyor  ajipointed  by  government  by  decree  made  on  the  5th  instant  in 
favor  of  the  interested:  I  certify  that  I  have  na-asured  and  hiid  otf  for  the  heirs  (jf  Don  liocpie  Leonardy 
and  Dtm  Aguida  Coll  a  piece  <jf  land  which  contains  six  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  western  bank  of 
the  North  river,  twelve  miles  from  this  city,  beginning  on  the  southern  tioundary  with  the  north  line  nl' 
the  heirs  of  Don  Francis  Aman,  ending  to  the  north  %vitli  the  first  salt  creek  to  the  east  of  said  river,  and 
to  the  west  with  vacant  pine  land,  and  being  in  its  other  circumstances  conformal)le  to  the  following  plat, 
to  confirm  wdnch  I  give  these  presents;  which  I  sign  in  St.  Augustine,  April  28,  1819. 

AXDRES  BUKGEVIX. 


Pine. 

2il  line.    North  13-  West,  100  chains. 

Pine  land. 
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Ham 
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mock. 
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""" 
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Pine  laiid. 

'C 

Pine.  4tli  line.     Snuth  13=  East,  100  cliains.  Pine. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,v.  /;.  /..  a. 

[Here  follows  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  the  heirs  of  lujinie   Leonardy  to  claimant,  dated  ilarch  21, 
1822.J 

DECREE  BY  THE,  BO.VRD. 


The  claimant,  in  support  of  his  title,  exhibited  in  evidence  three  concessions  of  different  dates   made 
to  Roque  Leonardy,  deceased;  the  last  of  which,  by  Governor  White,  is  dated  January  3,  1199,  the  quantity 
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of  land  conceded  not  specified  nor  defined  in  the  second  concessions.  The  board  not  being  authorized  to 
deciile  finally  un  claims  when  the  ariiuunt  claimed  is  undefined,  they  order  that  all  the  documents  filed  in 
tiiis  case  beforwarded  to  Congress  for  their  determination.     April  U. 

No.  6. — See  Keimut  No.  6. 

Gabriel  W.  Pirpall  vs.  The  United  Slatc.t.     For  six  hundred  and  fort tj  acres  of  land. 

MEMORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Eaut  Florida: 

The  petition  of  G.  W.  Perpall  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consist- 
ing of  a  mile  square,  (040  acres,)  situated  on  the  river  St.  Sebastian,  about  one  mile  in  a  southwest 
direction  from  this  city;  Ijounded  on  the  east  by  the  river  Matanzas  and  St.  Sebastian;  on  the  south  by  a 
little  creek  called  Jula;  on  the  n(.irth  by  another  creek  called  Gonzalez;  and  on  the  west  by  the  pine 
barren;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  judicial  sale  by  Governor  Quesada  to  Tiiomas  Travers, 
and  by  him  sold  to  George  Taylor,  who,  t»y  his  attorney,  F.  M.  Arredondo,  sold  to  your  memorialist.  And 
your  menffirialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine.     November  10,  1823. 

G.  W.  PERPALL. 

[Translation.] 
JUDICIAL  SALE. 

Don  Juan  Nepomuceno  do  Quesada,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  governor,  and  commander-in-chief  of 
this  city  and  province  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  for  his  Majesty,  says  that  an  official  letter  was  transmitted 

to  me  from  the  accountant's  ofiice  of  the  royal of  this   said  city,  dated  9th  October  of  the  year 

last  past,  1790,  showing  me  that,  by  the  decease  of  Don  Jesse  Fish,  of  the  English  nation,  under  which 
Protestant  religion  he  died,  there  remained^a  piece  of  cultivated  land  called  the  Grove,  and  that  a  son  of 
the  said  deceased  had  retired  to  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  that  the  laws  of  these 
kingdoms  forbid  that  foreigners   should  hold  real  property  unless  they  are  established  in  our  dominions, 
soliciting  said  minister  that  thus  the  said  landed  property,  as  well  as  whatever  others  are  found  in  this 
province  and  belong  to  said  Fish,  their  rents  and  arrears,  siiould  belong  to  his  Majesty,  requesting  me,  at 
the  same  time,  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  investigation  of  this  business.     In  virtue  of  which, 
by  a  judicial  decree  of  the  same  month  and  year,  I  ordered  that,  being  included  in  one  of  the  resolutions 
which  the  said  official  letter  from  the  accountant's  office  points  out  in  law  34th,  book  2d,  and  chapter  32 
of  the  recopilatos  (abridgment)  of  these  kingdoms,  to  give  completion  to  the  said  estate,  testimony  is  to 
be  taken  by  the  notary  of  the  testamentary  disposition  of  Fish,  or  any  other  under  which  he  may  have 
died,  informing  his  executors  or  other  persons;  certifying  also,  and  warning  the  tenants  previously  to  an^'- 
tiiing'  else,  that  they  have  to  account  to  the  royal  administration  for  the  rents;  that  it  ought  to  be  made 
known  tliat,  unless  lawful  creditors  appear,  the  King,  our  sovereign,  is  to  enter  subsequently  into  posses- 
sion of  the  wh(jle.     In  attention  to  which  the  said  notary,  having  a  copy  of  the  will  annexed,  certified 
that  the  prope'rty  of  which  he  had  notice,  what  the  said  Fish  left,  besides  what  the  said  will  contained, 
Consisted  of  copies  of  deeds  which  he  produced;  in  which  stage  the  executors,  Don  Thomas  Travers  and 
Don  J(jhn  Leslie,  presented  themselves,  setting  forth  the  just  reasons  which  hindered  them  from  soliciting 
a  writing  of  inventory,  and  referring  to  the  property  in  the  said  notice  which  the  notary  presented — they 
asked  for  a  postscript,  "that  many  of  the  goods  were  of  these  that  were  purchased  (servando  servare 
non  passunt)  and  others,  as  the  houses  which  were  every  day  losing  their  value  for  the  want  of  repairs, 
So  that  their  total  ruin  was  to  be  dreaded  in  a  little  time,  to  the  injury  of  the  creditors  or  his  Majesty.     I 
did  order,  having  previously,  according  to  law,  received  information  of  it,  that  all  should  be  valued  and 
sold  regularly;  that  the  proceeds  might  be  placed  or  deposited  in  the  royal  coffers  until  the  issue;  and, 
by  a  decree  of  the  6th  of  November  of  said  j'car  ago,  I  ordered  that  the  master  carpenter  and  masons 
should  proceed  to  a  valuation  of  the  houses  which  were  pointed  out;  also  explaining,  by  a  sw(jrn  return, 
what  they  think  as  to  the  necessity  for  selling  them,  and  that,  along  with  what  the  accountant's  office  had  to 
say,  whose  duty  it  is  to  interfere  in   said   business,  there  shall  be  a  decree.     In  attention  to  which  the 
valuation  and  survey  of  the  houses  and  lots  was  proceeded  to,  the  said  master's  swearing  in  due  form 
tiiat,  in  the  state  in  which  they  found  this  property,  it  was  threatened  with  entire  ruin;  that  the  sale  of 
it  would  be  favorable,   since,   if  not,  they  would  be  exposed  to  the  loss  of  their  value,   which,   being 
seen   by  the   accountant's  office  of  the  royal  domain,   it  was  their  opinion  that  the  said  sale  should 
be  proceeded  to,    and  by  a  decree  of  the  15th  December  of  the  said  year  I  ordered  that  the  sale  should 
be   proceeded   to;    for   which    purpose   handbills   were    posted    up   at  the    public   places   for  the   lawful 
time,   and    the  day  of  the   sale  being   made   known,   it  was   carried  into  eflect  at   the   gates  of  this 
government  house   in  legal  form;    and  various  bids,   offers,   and  outbids  being  made  for  said  goods, 
the.  hour  appointed  for  its  conclusion  having  arrived,  the  said  auction  was  concluded  of  the  houses 
and  lots  referred  to,  by  various  individuals.     In  consequence  of  which,  by  a  decree  of  January  3,  1791, 
I  ordered  that  what  is  contained  in  the  proceedings  at  auction,  being  prepared,  let  each  person  deposit, 
respectively,  the  sums  which  correspond  to  him,  and  in  its  virtue  they  shall  prove  the  production  of 
the  said  sums,  as  appears  from  the  letters  of  payment  which  they  produced,  made  by  the  royal  treasury 
of  this  place,  with  the  intervention  of  the  accountant's   office  of  the  royal  domain,   and  my  approval 
thereof.     By  my  decree  of  the  17th  of  February  of  the  said  year,  1791,  I  commanded  that  there  should  be 
delivered  to  each  purchaser  a  competent  deed  of  property,  and  concluded  with  the  corresponding  note  in 
the  proceeding  that  may  be  brought,  said  deeds  being  executed  as  well  for  the  houses  and  lots  referred  to, 
as  also  the  negroes  belonging  to  said  estate,  which  were  also  auctioned  with  due  solemnity  to  several 
individuals,  depositing  also  its  proceeds  in  the  royal  coffers.     I  commanded,  by  a  decree  of  the  2d  April 
ot  the  said  year,  there  shall  be  given  to  each  interested  the  copy  which  he  requires,  he  paying  the  proper 
cost,  and  at  the  same  time  the  cost  of  the  judicial  ilecrees,  and  "its  amount  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  auctions  deposited  in  the  royal  coffers,  and,  when  done,  let  it  be  brought   forward,  that  what  is  neces- 
sary may   be  decreed  in   this   stage;  and   various    creditors   of  the   said  deceased  having  come  forward 
claiming  his  credits,  and  as  the  tribunal  has  been  informed  that  there  are  several  others  having  presented 
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what  Don  Thomas  Travcrs  and  Don  Juan  Leslie  in  tlieir  representation  in  llie  8  vnli(j  df  the  said  jn-oceed- 
iiif;-s,  and  havinf^  in   every  respect  to  act   according    to    hiw,  I  liave   coniniaii(U'd  tliat  tiie  pmceeds  of  the 
wiiole  sale  being-  presented,  as  it  was  in  the  royal  cofVers    until   another  thin;;-  is  di-ti-rniined  im  leslinionv 
of  tiie  acconnts  of  the  debts  wliich   are   ]iointed  out  in   siii.l  S  vdjio,  iind,  in  every  ease,  that    Ddii  Mannel 
Fernandez  Bendicho    be   presented,  who  was    named    :is   dcfrndcr  nf  said   estate,  that,  iiaviiii;-  previonsly 
acceiited  and  taken  the  oath,  h(^    shall    explain    what    is    iieei'ssary  nf  the   slate  and  nature  of  the  cause, 
calling-  tog-ether  the   [iresent  creditors  liy  hauilbills;   ami,  as  respei-ts  the  absent  in  the  city  of  Havana  and 
the  Islanii  of  Cuba,  a    despatch  shall    be    f.irwarded    tu    the    captain  general,  to  the  end  that  he  may  onler 
edicts  to  be   posted  up  that,  by  themselves  or  their  attorneys,  they  apjx'ar  within  the  term  of  six    mnnlhs 
to  allege   their   debts,  and    in    the   meanwhile   everything  shall  remain   suspended,  with  the  excerption  of 
whatever   the   said   defender   may  move,  who   renounced   the  charge,  for    which    purpose  he  ]]resen|iM|  a 
representation,  setting  forth  in  it  that  he  did  not  consider  hiinst'lf  to  possess  the  necessary  iiifm-mation  for 
this  delicate  atiair;  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  give   his   attention    to  various    husiness  now  )iending  of 
the  rents  of  the  post  ofHcc  which   he  administereil,  on  views  of  which  I  have  admittecl  the  said  renuncia- 
tion, and  in  consequence  name  in   his  jilaco   Don  Fermmdo  do  la  Ma/.a  Arrcilondo,  to   whom,   having 
previously  notified  said   appointment,  and    taken   liis   oath,  the   altove-mentioned   judicial  decrees  shall  bo 
handed  over:  all  being  concluded,  and  the  new  defender  having  accepted  of  and  sworn  to  his  charge,  he 
came  forward  representing  and  saying  in  his  p(-tition  (jf  the  -Jd  July  of  tlie  same  year  of  1791,  that,  having 
examined  attentively-  the  steps  taken  in    the  said   decree,  .md  in  as  far  as  they  have  |iroceede<l  all  appears 
to  have  been  very  regular,  and  that  he  agreed  to  the  whole;   hut,  as  many  individuals  who  have  to  appear 
at  said  meeting  may  delay   some  time  in   coming  or  presenting  their  powers,  he  judged  that,  until  they 
appeared,  it  would  be  proiier  not  to  cause   them   any  delay  afterwards,  and  to  prevent  every  contingency 
of  damage  of  the   pr(.iperty  which   remains,  that  it  be  valued  in  due   form,  and    auctioned   as  the  former, 
passing  tiie  proceeds  to  tin?  deposit  before  provided,  setting  forth  at  the  same  time,  in  addition,  that,  inas- 
much as  the  place  named  the  Grove  belonged  to  the  deceased,  although  it  does  not  appear  in  the  deed  of 
title  with  which  he  enjiiyed  it,  being  certain   tliat  he  had  an  immemorial  possession,  I  should    be  favored 
by  having  it  ordered  that   tlie   trees   and   buildings  should  be  valued,  and  that  they  should  go  to  auction 
with  the  rest,  determining  on  what  may  be  most  correct  as  to  the  land.     To  all  wliich  I  liave  acceded  by 
m_y  decree  of  the  said  month  and  year,  commanding  that   all  should   be  done   as  required  and  in  proper 
form,  which  proceeding  has  been  delayed  some  time  by  the  great  business  of  the  notary,  and  sometimes 
by  sickness,  which  prevailed  at  that  time.     The  said  defender  represented   again,  stating  that,  from  the 
well-known  injury  sustained  by  the  property  of  the  deceased,  Fish,  from  want  of  a  master  who  wotdd 
take  care  of  it  as  his  own,  he  prayed  that  I  would   order  that,  without  loss  of  time,  the  valuation  should 
be  made,  and  the  sale  provided  for;  explaining   by  an  addition,  for  the  better  understanding,  that  inas- 
much as  by  the  deed  of  property  of  the  possession  of  the  said  Don  Juan  Eliju  de  la  Puenta  had  not  sold 
them  under  any  survey,  only  marking  the  limits  with  creek,  salt  marshes,  roads,  and  other  marks,  which 
are  yet  in  being;  in  virtue  of  which  lie   asked  that  two  measurers  or  surveyors  should  be  hired,  and  it 
would  be  sutficient  to  name  only  two   skilful  persons,  who,  informed  of  the  places  more  or  less  advanta- 
geous, and  instructed  of  what  lands  produce   in  this  country,  should  value  said  possession,  accompanied 
by  the   individuals  who   may  find  it   convenient  to  choose,  that,  in  the  place  of  a  notary,  supposing  there 
was  not  one,  if  said  valuation  should  be  presented — it   being  well  understood  that  the  lots   whicli   were 
within  the  city  were  to  be  measured  and  valued  without  fail,  in  the  regular  form,  for  which  he  asked  for 
the  judicial  and  final  decrees  by  my  decree  of  the  16th  January  of  the  present  year — I  commanded,  araong 
other  things,  that,  it  resulting  that  the  valuation  ajid  sale  referred  to  had  not  had  effect,  it  shotdd  be  pro- 
ceeded to  in  presence  of  the  said  defender  of  Don  Vicente  Maria  and  Fran.  Kovira,  for  want  of  a  notary, 
and  Don  Manuel  Solana  and  Don  Koque  Leonardy,  who  were  named  as  skilful  men;  that  the  boundaries 
being  regulated  according  to  what  is  certain  from  the  deeds  of  sale  of  the  land,  they  may  proceed  to  its 
valuation,  having  first  performed  the  customary  forms,  and  may  successively  make  the  sale  of  the  whole 
at  public  outcrj'  in  favor  of  the  best  bidder,  for  which  purpose  the  corres|ionding  commission  shall  bo 
expedited,  with  an  insertion  of  the  lands  which  ought  to  be  valued,  with  the  boundaries  assigned,  that 
orders  may  be  complied  with;  which  being-  done,  it  being  added  to  the  judicial  decrees  on  the  Imsiness  to 
confirm  them;  and  as  respects  what  relates  to  the  lot,  it  may  be  done   as  the  said  defender  piroposes;  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  said  commission  was  delivered,  and  the  said  valuation  made  as  was  ordered. 
I  commanded  him  to  show  it  to  the  oflice  of  royal  accountant  g-cneral,  to  say  if  there  was  anj-thing  to  bo 
said  relative  to  the  royal  interests;  and  in  order  that,  in  the  accustomed  manner,  the  survej'  and  valuatiiui 
of  the  lots  should  be  proceeded  to  with  its  knowledge,  which,  notwithstanding,  resulted  without  this  circum- 
stance, and,  in  consequence,  to  the  sale  of  all,  naming  as  master  carpenter  John  Purcell,  and  mason  Joaquin 
Sanchez,  who,  in  compliance  with  orders,  and  by  virtue  of  tlie  concurrence  of  the  said  royal  account- 
tant  general's  office  communicated  in  the  opinion  of  the   11th  February,  they  proceeded  to  the  sale  at  auc- 
ion,  which  was  done  in  form  of  law,  and  various  bids,  offers,  and  out-bids   having  been  offered,  the  hour 
appointed  for  its  conclusion  having  taken  place,  there  remained  auctioned  in  favor  of  Don  Thomas  Travers 
the  savannas  of  St.  Sebastian,  which  are  situated  at  the  distance  from  this  city,  to  the  southwest,  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  league  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  of  this  name  of  St.  Sebastian;  and  tlie  said  savannas, 
from  a  creek  which  leaves  said  river  and  turns  to  the  west,  whicli  is  called  Gonzalez  Mendez,  runs  to  the 
south  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league  on  the  banks  of  the  salt  marshes  this  way,  which  runs  towards  the 
bar  at  Matanzas  until  it  bounds  with  other  salt  marshes  which  divide  the  savanna  of  Brioso,  which  is  the 
last  of  St.  Sebastian,  with   another  which  is  called  de  Jula.     The  breadth  of  said   savannas  is,  from  east 
to  west,  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league;  the  boundaries  of  which  are:  on  the  north  of  the  said  creek  of 
Gonzalez  Mendez;  on  the  west  b_v  a  pine  barren  and  a  gravelly  place,  from  which  proceeds  a  branch  which 
runs  to  the  si,)Uth;  on  the  south,  the  said  salt  marsh  of  Jula;  and  on  the  east,  said  i-^ver  St.  Sebastian  and 
its  salt  marshes,  and  that  which  communicates,  as  is  already  set  forth,  with   the  bar  of  Matanzas;  which 
sale  was  verified  in  favor  of  said  Don  Thomr.s  Travers  for  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  there  being  no  person 
who  would  give  more,  and  I  have  approved  it  in  favor  of  the  aforesaid;  and  by  my  decree  of  the  22d 
of  JIarcli,  I  have  ordered  that  it  should   be  notified  to  those  contained  in  the  proceedings  of  sale,  that 
within  three  days  the_y  should  each  produce  into  the  accountant  general's  office  the  sum  which  respectively 
corresponds  to  them,  "that  it  might  lie  deposited  in  the  royal  coffers,  placing  a  note  to  that  effect  on  the 
judicial  decrees,  and,   that   being   done,  I  W(juld  give  a   jirovisional  judgment;  after  which,  and  liaving 
continued  in  various  other   proceedings   relating  to  the  said  property,  some  of  it  being  already  sold,   that 
they  have  not  had  a  bidder  for  the  former;  and   having   already  decreed,  provisionally,  on  various  memo- 
rials of  some  creditors  to  the  said  property,  Don  Felipe  de  Aguirre,  one  of  the  purchasers,  presented 
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him.self;  prajn'ng-  inc  to  order  what  may  be  convenient,  in  order  that  a  deed  or  document  of  property  should 
be  delivered  to  him,  which  would  accredit  what  had  been  performed  relative  to  the  land  referred  to,  called 
the  Five  Miles,  and  as  lie  had  satisiied  the  amount  and  presented  the  receipt  for  payment,  which  prove  it,  to 
the  notary;  in  attention  to  which,  by  my  decree  of  the  28th  July,  that  it  being  certain  that  the  said 
amount  was  satisfied,  the  corresponding  deed  should  be  formed,  which  was  solicited,  and  the  same  to 
other  persons  in  a  similar  case.  In  virtue  of  which,  and  there  being  no  person  to  represent  the  rights  of 
the  said  Fish,  with  the  exception  of  the  said  defender,  given  officially,  with  whose  concurrence  said  sale 
was  carried  into  eifect,  and  that  tlie  said  Thomas  Travers  may  have  a  legitimate  title  to  the  said  property 
or  land  sold  to  him  at  auction,  and  my  orders  the  due  eilect,  I  declare  by  these  presents,  in  the  name  of 
his  Majesty,  (win  m  God  preserve,)  and  of  his  royal  justice,  which  I  administer,  that  I  sell,  and  give  in 
absolute  side  fjrever,  to  the  said  Don  Thomas  Travers,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  the  said  lands  of  the 
savannas  of  Sebastian,  free  of  all  tribute  or  mortgage,  at  the  price  of  the  said  fifty  dollars,  which  he 
gave  in  silver,  [laid  and  deposited  in  the  royal  treasury  of  this  city,  for  which  there  was  given  a  receipt  of 
])ayment,  and,' it  being  necessary,  let  it  be  given  anew,  with  the  renunciation  of  the  laws  which  may  be 
necessary;  and  from  lience  and  for  the  future  I  take  from  him,  the  said  Jesse  Fish,  the  power,  and  sepa- 
rate him"  from  tlie  right  which  he,  his  heirs,  or  other  persons,  in.ay  have  to  the  po.ssession,  property, 
sei"-niory,  title,  power,  appeal,  and  any  other  right  which  appertained  or  belonged  to  said  savannas;  since 
I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  it  all  to  the  said  purchaser  and  his  representatives,  that,  as  their  own,  they 
may  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  the  said  savannas  at  their  will,  in  virtue  of  this  deed,  which  I  deliver  in 
their  favor,  by  which  they  can  take  and  acquire  the  possession  when  it  best  suits  them;  and  for  its  better 
validity  and  firmness,  I  interpose  my  autiiority  and  judicial  decree,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought  to 
contribute  thereby  to  the  good  administration  of  justice;  and  I  deliver  these  presents  in  this  city  of  St. 
Augustine,  Florida.,  November  22,  1792,  there  being  witnesses,  Don  Manuel  Rengil,  Don  Thomas  Aguilar, 
and  Sylvester  Miranda,  iidiabitants  present,  and  his  excellency  signed  it,  and  whom  I,  the  undersigned 
notary,  know,  and  hold  as  such  governor  and  connnander-in-chief  of  this  said  city  and  its  province,  he  as 
such  exercising  the  administration  of  the  royal  justice  in  it.     All  of  which  I  attest. 

QUESADA. 
IJefore  me —  / 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZAKETTA,  Notary  of  Government. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  tlie  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  ollice  of  the  ijublic  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  B.  L.  C. 

I,  AVilliam  Reynolds,  keei>cr  of  the  public  archives,  do  hereby  certify  that,  on  August  29,  1803, 
Thomas  Travers  sold  and  conveyed  to  George  Taylor  a  tract  of  land,  situated  on  St.  Sebastian  river, 
containing  an  undefined  number  of  acres,  being  the  same  which  he  bought  at  government  sale  March  21, 
1192,  all  which  a|)pears  on  record  in  my  office.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
of  office,  at  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  this  Ttli  day  of  September,  1824. 

[l.  s.]  WILL.  REYNOLDS,  Keeper  of  the  Public  Archives. 

•  [Translation.] 

GEXEEAL  POWER. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  George  Taylor,  a  new  settler  of  this  province,  received  under  the  protectimi  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  declare  that  I  give  all  my  full,  amiile,  and  suificient  power,  as  uniy  be  required  in  law 
and  necessary,  to  Don  Fernando  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  of  this  i)lace,  that,  in  my  name,  and  representing 
my  proper  iierson,  rights,  and  actions  generally,  lie  may  have,  demand,  receive,  and  recover,  judicially 
or  cxtra-judicially,  of  all  and  every  person,  of  whatever  state,  quality,  and  conditions  they  may  be,  all  the 
sums  of  money,  gold,  silver,  jewels,  slaves,  merchandise,  goods,  property,  and  elfects,  of  whatever  kind 
or  quality  they  may  be,  which  may  be  owing  to  me,  and  may  be  due  to  me  henceforward,  in  virtue  of 
public  or  sinqile  instruments,  and  without  tliem,  all  the  debts,  persons,  cause  or  reason  of  proceeding, 
quality,  quantity,  time,  form,  or  other  circumstances  necessary  in  law,  are  not  declared,  because,  under 
the  generality  of  this  clause,  I  have  comprised  whatever  particularity  may  arise;  and  that  he  may  demand 
and  take  accounts  of  my  debts,  and  give  them  to  the  persons  who  may  owe  me,  and  make  charges,  and 
allow  their  acquittances,  with  the  approval  or  contradiction  of  the  terms,  until  the  conclusion  or  liquidation 
of  the  balances  which  he  may  receive  and  recover  agreeably  to  the  same;  and,  in  case  of  doubts  or  differ- 
ences arising  which  cannot  be  conveniently  adjusted,  he  may  refer  them  to  judges  in  arbitration,  friendly 
referees,  and  umpires,  that  in  arbitrating,  adjusting,  and  compounding,  they  may  decide  and  determine 
them,  obliging  myself  to  stand  and  abide  by  their  decision.  That  he  may  be  able  to  administer  all  and 
every  my  goods,  real  and  personal,  movable  and  immovable,  sell  some  and  buy  others,  rent  and  mort- 
gage them,  for  the  prices  and  terms  which  he  maj^  adjust  and  agree  to,  delivering  the  deeds,  receipts,  and 
letters  of  paymmit  nccessarj',  which  I  approve  and  ratify,  as  if  I  myself  were  present  at  the  delivery;  and 
that  he  may  defend  me  in  all  my  lawsuits,  causes,  and  business,  civil  and  criminal,  ordinary  and  executive, 
moved  and  to  be  moved,  with  all  persons  whatsoever,  demanding  and  defending,  presenting  petitions, 
deeds,  witness,  testimonials,  certificates,  proofs,  bonds,  accounts,  balances,  and  other  instruments,  sec 
presented,  sworn  to,  and  consented  to  those  on  the  contrary  side,  make  objections  and  find  defects, 
guarantee  depositions  and  persons,  hear  judicial  decrees  and  sentences,  interlocutory  and  definitive,  consent 
to  what  is  favorablefand  appeal  from  what  is  adverse,  and  petition  wlien  he  can  and  ought  lawfully  to  do 
so,  follow  the  course  of  law  or  desist  from  it,  refuse  judges,  lawyers,  notary,  and  other  law  officers,  ])roving' 
the  causes  of  his  refusals,  or  withdrawing  himself  from  them  a.s  may  best  suit,  and  finally  proceed,  act, 
and  do  whatever  may  ha  in  my  favor,  so  that,  for  want  of  my  power,  clause,  requisites,  or  (irecise  circum- 
stance, he  may  fail  to  act,  since,  in  every  respect,  I  give  him  full  power,  without  limitation,  with  free,  open, 
and  general  administration,  incidences,  and  dependencies,  power  to  prepare  cau.ses  for  judgment,  to  swear, 
omit,  and  suhstitute,  make  sul>stitutes,  and  name  others  with  substitution  in  form;  and  for  the  fulfilment 
of  what  he  shall  perform,  1  bind  myself,  with  my  property,  present  and  future  power,  and  submission  to 
the  tril)unals  of  his  Majesty,  that  they  may  comjiel  me  to  its  performance,  as  b.y  sentence  consented  to  and 
passed  in  aulliority  of  an  adjudged  case;  on  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges, 
in  my  favnr,  and  tiie  general  in  form  which  prohibits  it.     In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  the  city 
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of  St.  Aug-ustinc,  Florida,  February  18,  1804.  I,  the  notary,  attest  tliat  1  kiiuw  the  ,i;-raiitor  wliu  si^-ni'd 
this,  being  witness,  ])ou  Franriseo  Itovira,  i'mi  .Iiiaii  di^  iuitral^-M,  and  l»uii  Uri'iianlj  .bjsi- Sci;-ni,  inhabi- 
tants present. 

<;i:(»i;(;i':  tailoi;. 

Before  me —  , 

JUSK  I)F  /.riM/Ain-riTA,  Nntarn  .,/(;„,■,■,■, nnr„l. 

I  eertify  tlie  foregoilig  to  !»■  a  tnu-  and  con-ect  translation  IVoni  a  document  in  liic  S|iainsli  larigiia"-(! 
on  file  in  the  olViee  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  ,\ugustinc 

F.  J.   F.VTIO,  S.  I!.  L.  (J. 

[Translation.] 
CO.WF.Y.IXCK. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Fernando  do  la  Ma/.a  Arredondo,  merchant  of  this  city,  general  attorney  of 
Don  Cieorg"e  Taylor,  who  is  absent,  and  which  power  he  has  conferreil  on  nie  before  the  present  notary, 
February  15,  I8U4,  which  power  has  not  lieen  reyoked,  and  is  snilicient  for  what  shall  be  said:  I  declare 
that  I  really  sell  to  Don  Gabriel  (\.  Perpall,  also  of  this  place,  certain  savannas  bidong-ing  to  my  principal, 
known  by  the  name  of  St.  Sebastian,  and  which  are  situated  to  tlie  southwest  of  this  city,  at  the  distance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  league,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  of  St.  Sebastian,  which,  from  a  creek  which  it  forms 
and  turns  to  the  west,  called  Gonzalo  Mendez,  runs  to  the  south  more  than  a  ijuarter  of  a  league  on  the 
bank  of  salt  marshes  on  this  course  to  the  bar  of  Matanzas,  which  divide  the  savanna  of  Briesto,  whicii  is 
the  bist  of  St.  Sebastian,  with  another  called  Juta,  haying  a  breadth  east  and  west  a  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  league,  whose  boundaries  are  on  the  north  of  said  cre(>k  of  (ionzalo  Menilez,  on  the  west  the 
pine  barren  and  a  g-ravel  bank,  from  which  arises  a  creek,  turning  to  the  south  on  this  side  the  said  salt 
marsh  of  Juta,  and  on  the  east  the  said  river  St.  Sebastian  and  its  salt  marshes,  and  of  that  which  commu- 
nicates, as  said  before,  with  the  bar  of  Matanzas,  which  said  savanna  mj-  ]irincipal  had  ami  bought  from 
Don  Thomas  Travers,  deceased,  by  deed,  which  he  made  in  these  archives  .Vugust  29,  1803;  and  I  make 
hira  the  said  sale,  with  all  its  entrances,. outlets,  uses,  cnstoms,  riglits,  and  services,  whicli  belong  and 
appertain  to  the  said  savannas,  and  free  of  all  encumbrance,  as  I,  the  said  notary,  certify,  fnjm  the  results 
of  the  book  of  mortgages  in  my  charge,  which  I  have  searched  for  the  purpose,  at  the  price  of  six  hundred 
and  lifty  dollars,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  me  in  cash,  which  sum  I  acknowledge  as  delivered  to  my 
will;  on  which  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  to  money  not  counted,  fraud,  and  eyerything 
else  in  the  case;  for  which  I  separate  mj-  said  principal  from  the  right  of  property,  possession,  use, 
seigniory,  and  other  rights,  real  and  personal,  which  he  had  or  held  to  the  said  savannas  of  St.  Sebastian; 
that  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  them  to  the  purchaser,  and  his  representation,  that,  as  his  own,  he  may 
possess,  sell,  and  alienate  them  at  his  will,  in  virtue  of  this  writing,  which  I  deliver  in  his  favor  as  a 
token  of  real  delivery,  by  which  it  is  seen  tliat  he  has  acquired  the  possession,  witliout  occasion  for  further 
proof,  from  which  I  release  him,  and  oblige  myself  to  the  eviction  and  guarantee  of  this  sale  in  due  form, 
and  as  may  best  suit,  in  favor  of  the  purchaser,  with  my  property,  present  and  future  power,  and  submission 
to  the  tribunal  of  his  Majesty,  that  they  may  force  me  to  compliance,  as  by  sentence  consented  to  and 
passed  in  authority  of  a  thing  adjudged,  on  which  I  renounce  all  laws,  customs,  rights,  and  privileges  in 
my  favor,  and  everything  in  form  which  prohibits  it.  And  I,  the  said  Don  Gabriel  W.  Perpall,  being 
present,  accept  in  my  favor  this  writing,  and  by  it  receive  as  purchased  the  said  savannas  of  St.  Sebastian, 
at  the  price  and  agreement  on  which  they  were  sold  to  me,  and  I  acknowledge  them  as  delivered  to  my 
will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  those  of  a  thing  not  seen  or  recei^'ed,  fraud,  and  everything  else 
in  the  case;  for  which  I  deliver  a  receipt  in  form.  In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine,  March  18,  1809.  I,  the  notarj',  attest  that  I  know  the  parties  who  signed  this,  being  witnessed 
by  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  Don  Bernardino  Sanchez,  and  Don  Bernardo  Jose  Segui,  inhabitants  present. 

FERX.VNDO  DE  LA  MAZA  ARREDOXDO. 

GABIUEL  G.  PERPALL. 
Before  me — 

JOSE  DE  ZUBIZARETTA,  Guvcrnment  Notary. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  fde  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  C. 

IiECRF.E    r.Y  THE    EO.VP.n. 

The  claimant  in  this  case  exhibited  a  judicial  or  government  sale  of  the  land  by  Governor  Quesada  to 
Thomas  Travers,  which  sale  we  ascertain  was  made  in  conformity  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  late 
Spanish  Government,  and  dated  November  22,  1792.  An  abstract  from  the  office  of  the  public  archives 
was  also  exhibited,  by  which  it  appears  that  Travers  sold  and  conveyed  the  land  to  George  Taylor,  by  his 
attorney,  Fernando  <le  la  Maza  Arredondo,  who  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  to  the  claimant.  The  board 
having  ascertained  from  the  exhil)its  oflered  that  the  quantity  of  land  claimed  is  undefmed,  the^-  order 
that  this  case  be  reported  to  Congress  for  their  detenuination.     April  14. 

No.  7. — See  Report  No.  6. 

Rohert  Gilbert  vs.  The  United  States.     For  one  hundred  aere.-^  of  land. 

MEMORI.iL. 

To  the  honorable  the  eommissionera  ajypointed  to  aseerlain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Robert  Gilbert  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the  :NLatanzas  river,  and  has  not  been  surveyed, 
the  original  documents  of  which  are  in  the  office  of  the  archives,  as  is  supposed,  and  a  certiticate  of  which 
from  the  government  secretary  is  herewith  presented,  dated  March  1,  1798;  which  title  your  memorialist 
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derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  tlie  royal  order  of  1190;  and  your  memo- 
rialist further  showeth  that  he  is  not  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands,  they  not  having  been  set  off  to  him 
by  the  government,  but  were  granted  to  him  on  account  of  grievances  which  he  had  suffered  by  the  govern- 
ment: that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Florida. 

JOHN  E.  STRONG,  Attorney  for  Claimant. 
St.  Augustine,  November  24,  1823. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Juan  de  Pierra,  sub-lieutenant  of  the  fourth  company  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  infantry  regiment 
of  Cuba,  and  secretary  of  this  goveriunent,  and  commanding  general:  I  certify  that  a  memorial  presented 
by  Eobert  (iilljert  tiie  27th  of  last  month,  soliciting,  in  virtue  of  tiie  delinitive  sentence  in  the  decrees 
against  various  inhabitants  for  the  crime  of  rebellion,  lands  which  are  vacant  in  the  place  named  Mosse, 
tins  day  the  folhjwing  decree  was  made:  "This  party  having  made  it  appear  that  the  lands  which  he 
solicits"  are  not  in  Mosse,  but  in  Matanzas,  this  error  originating  from  the  mistake  of  the  writer,  let  those 
he  solicits  be  granted  him,  without  prejudice  to  a  third  person,  until,  according  to  the  persons  he  may  liaye 
for  its  cultivation,  the  corresponding  quantity  is  assigned.  This  writing  having  to  be  passed  to  the 
nnlitary  assessor  in  order  that  it  may  be  united  to  the  jiroceedings  instituted  against  the  petitioner  for 
the  crime  of  rebellion,  and  that  it  may  serve  for  the  interested,  I  give  these  presents  at  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  March  1,  1198. 

"JUAN  DE  PIERRA." 

I  certifv  that  tlie  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  .S'.  B.  L.  C. 

DECREE    OF    THE    BOARD. 

The  claimant  exliibited  to  the  lioard  a  certified  copy  of  concession  for  the  land  by  Ciovernor  White  to 
him,  dated  March  1,  1798;  quantity  undefined.  The  board  not  being  authorized  to  decide  finally  on  claims 
of  this  nature,  they  therefore  order  tliat  the  documents  accompanying  the  memorial  be  forwarded  to 
Congress  for  their  determination.     December  1. 

No  I. — See  Report  No.  7. 
William  Travers  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     Fur  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  William  Travers,  son  of  Thomas  Travers,  late  of  St.  Augustine,  deceased,  for  himself 
and  the  other  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Travers,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  containing  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  situated  about  two  or  two  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  St.  Augustine,  and  bounded  as  follows:  beginning  at  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  running  thence 
north  63°  east,  70  chains  71  links,  to  a  pine  marked  with  a  Roman  number  XII;  thence  south  27°  east,  52 
chains,  to  a  pine  marked  with  a  cross;  thence  south  74°  west,  24  chains,  to  a  pine  with  III;  thence  north 
34°  west,  12  chains,  to  a  pine  with  III;  thence  north  63°  west,  to  a  pine  with  a  cross;  thence  north  27° 
west,  to  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  sale  made  to  Joseph  Peavitt,  May 
18,  1779,  by  Henry  Skinner,  of  the  said  land;  and  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said  Peavitt 
cultivated  the  said  lands,  and  had  possession  of  them  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  when  they  came  legally 

into  possessioii  of  Maria  Evans,  wife  of  the  said  Peavitt,  who,  by  her  last  will  and ,  devised  them  to 

your  memorialist's  father,  Tiiomas  Travers.    Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  he  is  in  actual  possession 
of  said  land,  and  that  he  is  an  American  citizen,  and  a  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

WILLIAM  TRAVERS. 

[Here  follows  a  mutilated  instrument  of  writing,  purporting  to  bo  a  lease  from  Henry  Skinner  to 
Joseph  I'eavitt  for  one  year,  dated  May  17,  1775;  also  a  mutilated  release  in  fee,  dated  May  18,  1779,  and 
also  an  order  of  survey  directed  to  Benjamin  Lord  by  Governor  Pat.  Tonyn,  dated  March  10,   1783.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  certificate  and  plat  of  survey,  by  A.  Burgevin,  of  the  428  acres, 
dated  December  20,  1819.] 

East  Florida,  St.  John's  County: 

Tins  day  personally  appeared  Ijcfore  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  GabnelTriay,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  dotii  depose  and  say  that  he  has  resided  in  and  about  St. 
Augustine  near  fifty-five  years;  that  he  "knew  Joseph  Peavitt  as  early  as  1779,  and  remained  acquainted 
with  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death:  that  Peavitt  remained  here  after  the  cession  of  the  country  by  Great 
Britain  to  Spain  in  1784,  and  became  a  Spanish  subject;  that  he,  this  deponent,  was  employed  by  Peavitt, 
whilst  the  British  had  possession  of  the  country,  to  build  houses,  &c.,  upon  a  plantation  belonging  to  the 
said  Peavitt,  at  a  place  about  two  miles  west  from  St.  Augustine,  at  a  place  called  Peavitt  swamp;  that 
Peavitt  retained  possession  of  the  said  lands  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  some  time  after 
the  Spaniards  came  into  the  country;  that  he  never  heard  the  right  of  Peavitt's  heirs  to  this  property 
questioned.  The  improvements  made  upon  this  plantation  were  burnt  by  the  Indians,  and  the  plantation 
broken  up  many  years  ago.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Penman  had  a  plantation  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to 
the  northward  of  the  place  described  by  this  deponent.  Deponent  knows  that  Joseph  Peavitt  had  negroes 
upon  1  ennuin's  place  for  several  years,  and  cultivated  that  place  at  the  same  time  that  he  jilanted  the 
plantation  m  Peavitt's  swamp.  Deponent  dcjes  not  know  how  much  land  Peavitt  owned  in  the  swamp, 
but  always  thought  the  whole  belonged  to  him.  Deponent  knew  Maria  Evans,  the  wife  of  l^eavitt,  well; 
alter  the  death  of  Peavitt  she  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hudson,  who  died  here  some  time  since — 
some  time  before  the  death  of  Maria  Evans.  Peavitt  had  no  children,  and,  alter  his  death,  his  wife  had 
pos,session  ot  all  his  property  t(j  the  time  of  her  death.  The  house  built  by  Peavitt  was  from  thirty  to 
tliirty-iive  feet  long,  and  sixteen  or  seventeen  broad;  he  had  about  twenty-eight  negnjes,  workers,  and  all 
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necessary  houses  for  thein,  aiul  had  about  forty  or  fifty  acres  cleared  and  in  cultivation  for  them    Ijcsides 
a  considerable  (juantity  of  pine  land.  ' 

(iAHUIKL  +Ti;i.\Y. 
Sworn  to  before  me  July  19,  1824.  """''■ 

RERXAKDO  .<E(U1,  ,/.  /'. 

E.\ST  Fi.oRiPA,  St.  John's  Count  11 : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  (if  (he  peace  for  the  coimtv 
aforesaid,  Nicholas  Kstefanoimly,  who,  beinj;-  duly  .sworn,  doth  de|)os'e  and  say  that  he  lias  resided  in  Si. 
Augustine  for  nuiny  years;  that  he  was  ac(|uainted  with  Jo.seph  I'eavitt  bel'ore  and  alter  the  eession'of 
this  country  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  and  knew  of  the  said  Jo.seph  I'eavitt  becoiiiin--  a  Spanish  subject- 
that  he,  this   deponent,  was   employed   by  IVavitt   at  sundry  jobs   at   said  Peavitt's  plantation,  situated' 

about  two  miles  west  from  St.  Augnistine,  and   at  a  place  called  Swam|) — this whilst  under  the 

■government  of  Great  Britain;  but  that  he  knows  I'eavitt   remained  cultivating   tlie   said  land  u|i  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  that  he  has  not  a   doubt  his  widow  continued    in   jiossession  lor  manv  years  alter 
and  planted  the  same;  that  he  never  heard  the  right  of  Peavitt's  heirs  to  this  land  questioned."    Deponent 
knew  Maria  Evans,  the  wife  of  Peavitt;  after   the   death   of  IVavitt  she   married    a   man   by  the  name  of 
Hudson,  who  died  here  some  time  before  the  death  of  Maria  Evans 


Sworn  to  before  me  July  21,  A.  D.  1824. 


NICHOLAS  +  ESTEFANOI'OLY. 

mark. 


BERNARDO  SEGUI,  J.  }> 


DECREE  r>Y  THE  BO.VRn. 


In  this  case  we  ascertain  that  the  land  was  originally  granted  to  one  Skinner  by  the  British  govern- 
ment; that  ho  conveyed  it  by  deed  to  Joseph  Peavitt;  thatPeavitt,  after  the  cession  of  this  country  to 
Spain,  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate  it;  that  he  became  a  Spanish  subject,  and  died  without  issue; 
that  his  wife  continued  to  occupy,  and  cultivated  the  same  until  her  death;  that  in  her  last  will  and  testa- 
ment she  bequeathed  the  land  to  Thomas  Travers,  deceased.     AVe  conlirm  the  title  to  claimant.     April  15. 

[Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5  were  not  returned  to  the  General  Laud  Office  by  the  commissioners.] 

No.  6. — See  Report  No.  1. 
Charles  TF.  and  Geo.  J.  F.  Clarke  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     Claim  for  three  liundred  acre.-i  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajipointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Charles  W.  and  George  J.  F.  Clarke  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists 
claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  Matanzas  river,  at  a  place 
called  Worcester;  the  first  line  beginning  at  a  stake,  and  running  west,  forty-seven  chains,  to  a  pine; 
second  line,  south,  fifty-five  chains,  to  a  blank  corner;  the  third,  east,  sixty-seven  chains,  to  a  pine;  fourth 
line  formed  and  bounded  bj'  the  marslies  of  Matanzas  river;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a 
British  title  made  to  Thomas  Clarke,  their  father,  by  Governor  Grant,  as  will  appear  by  an  original  grant 
accompanying  this  petition.  The  original  instrument  showing  the  Spanish  recognition  of  this  title  has 
been  already  presented  to  your  honorable  board  by  George  J.  F.  Clarke  in  another  petition.  And  your 
memorialists  further  .show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  they  are  natives  and 
residents  of  Florida.     Your  petitioners  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  forever  pray,  &c. 

GEO.  J.  F.  CLARKE, 
For  CHARLES  AND  GEORGE  CLARKE. 

[Here  follows  a  grant  of  the  British  governor,  James  Grant,  to  Thomas  Clarke,  dated  April  2,  1770.] 
[Here  follows  a  recognition  of  the  above  grant  by  the  Spanish  government,  dated  November  15,  1787.] 

Charles^W.  and  Geonje  J.  F.  Clarke  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  above  is  a  valid  British  grant,  and  that  it  has  been  duly  recog- 
nized by  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  that  the  claimants  are  the  legitimate  heirs  of  the  grantee,  do  confirm 
it  to  them  accordinglj-. 

No.  7. — See  Report  No.  7. 
James  and  George' Clarice  vs.  The  United  States.     Claim  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land. 

MEM0RL\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commis.'iioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in.  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  James  and  George  J.  F.  Clarke  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  five  hundred  acres,  situated  on  the  west  of  Matanzas  river;  first 
line,  south  sixty-six  degrees  west,  eighty-two  chains,  from  a  pine  to  a  pine;  second  line,  north  twentj'-four 
degrees  west,  sixty-<jne  chains,  to  a  stake;  third,  south  sixty-six  degrees  west,  eighty-two  chains,  to  a 
stake;  fourth,  twenty-four  degrees  east,  sixty-one  chains,  to  the  pine  of  beginning;  which  title  your 
memorialists  derive  from  a  British  title  made  to  Honoria  Clarke,  their  mother,  by  Governor  Tonyn,  as  per 
original  grant  herewith  presented;  the  recognition  thereof  will  be  found  in  a  Spanish  original  instrument 
alreadj'  presented  by  George  J.  P.  Clarke  in  another  memorial.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  five 
hundred  are  the  property  of  said  James  Clarke,  of  the  Spanish  army  in  Europe,  and  the  remaining  one 
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hundred  and  fifty  are  that  of  your  petitioner  present.  And  j-our  memorialists  further  show  tliat  they 
are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands.  Both  your  petitioners  are  natives  of  East  Florida,  and  the  present 
a  resident.     Your  petitioners  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  pray,  &c.  ^ 

GEO.  J.  P.  CLARKE, 
For  JAMES  AND  GEORGE  CLARKE. 

[Here  follows  a  grant  of  the  British  governor,  Patrick  T<inyn,  to  ilrs.  Ilonoria  Clarke,  dated  September 
20,  1780.] 

[Here  follows  a  recognition  of  the  above  grant  by  the  Spanish  government,  dated  Novemberl5, 1181.] 

DECREE. 

James  and  G.  J.  F.  Clarke  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  Jive  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  above  is  a  valid  British  grant,  and  that  it  has  been  duly  recog- 
nized by  the  Spani.sh  authorities,  and  that  the  claimants  are  the  legitimate  heirs  of  the  grantee,  do  confirm 
it  to  them  accordingly.     October  10,  1825. 

[No.  8  was  not  returned  by  the  commissioners  to  the  General  Land  Office.] 

No.  1. — See  Report  No.  8. 

Far(juhar  Bethunc  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 


To  the  honorable  the  covimissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

Tlie  memorial  of  Farquhar  Bethune  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  lot 
in  tlie  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  on  the  plan  of  said  town  by  tlie  number  seven  of  the  ninth  square, 
measuring  in  front  seventeen  varas,  and  in  depth  tliirty-four,  bounded  on  the  north  by  ^Vhite  street,  on 
the  east  by  another  lot  belonging  to  yijur  memorialist,  on  the  south  by  Joseph  Gantt's  lot,  and  on  the 
west  by  Joseph  Hernandez's  lot;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  in  fee  simple  made  to 
George  Atkinson  by  Governor  Kindelan,  August  16,  1814.  Your  memorialist  further  showetli  tliat  he  is 
in  possession  of  said  lot,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession.  That  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Florida,  and 
a  resident  of  Amelia  island,  having  purchased  said  lot  from  George  Atkinson  September  1,  1814.  The  bill 
of  sale,  marked  A,  is  annexed,  as  also  the  grant  marked  B.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  the  royal  title  made  by  Kindelan  to  George  Atkinson  for  the  lot  of 
land,  dated  August  16,  1814.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  sale  from  Atkinson  to  claimant,  dated  September  1,  1814.] 

DECREE. 

The  board  ascertain  this  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  confirm 
the  title  to  claimant.     April  25. 

No.  2. — See  Report  No.  8. 
Farquhar  Bethune  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  of  land  in  Fernandina. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Farquhar  Bethune  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  lot 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  number  five  of  the  ninth  square,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Daniel  Hurl- 
bert's  lot,  on  tlie  south  by  Josiali  Grey's,  on  the  west  by  your  memorialist's  lot  number  seven,  on  the 
nortli  by  AVhite  street,  and  contains  in  front  seventeen  varas,  and  in  depth  thirty-four;  which  title  your 
memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Andrew  Atkinson  October  2,  1811,  by  Governor  Estrada,  from 
whom  your  memorialist  purchased  it  September  1,  1814.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said 
lot  was  improved  in  compliance  with  the  conditions  imposed  bj'  the  order  of  May  10,  1811,  by  the  first 
occupant  and  by  your  memorialist:  that  he  has  been  in  possession  of  said  lot  since  the  year  1814,  and  is 
so  now;  that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Florida  and  resident  of  Amelia  island.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  grant  by  Governor  Estrada  of  the  lot  of  land  to  Andrew  Atkinson, 
dated  May  2,  1811.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  sale  of  the  lot  from  Atkinson  to  claimant,  dated  September  1, 1814.] 

DECREE. 

The  board  ascertain  tiiis  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  and  confirm 
the  title  to  claimant.     April  21. 

No.  3. — See  Report  No.  8. 

Zephaniah  Kingsley  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjwinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  by  George  Gibbs,  attorney  in  fact,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  lot  of  land  consisting  of  seventeen  varas  in  front  and  thirty-four  varas 
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in  doiitli,  sitiiatfil  in  liie  tnwn  of  i-'cM-niUiilina,  Amelia  island,  Ininnilrd  mi  the  imrth  liy  llio  niar.sli  nl"  Iv'-anV 
crcok,  on  the  soiitii  liy  a  lot  of  Jcilin  .Mi-Cliire.  on  the  east  liy  the  street  I'ase..  de  his  Damas,  on  the"vest 
by  a    hit   of  I'iiilip   ll.  YonjiV;   whicii    title   ymu-    nuiuoiialisl    di'i-Ucs   from    a    ro\al    lilh'    made    tii    vour 

mcmm-ialist   by  (niveniur  Estrada  July  1,  ISl;'),  marked   A,  herewith   snlmiilted.  '  And    \- ■   niemoiialist 

further  showeth  that  he  is  in  aetnal  iiossession  of  said  lot;  that  he  is  now  a  eili/.en  u['  I'lie  Inite.l  Stat<'.s 
and  rcsidi-nt  of  the  Territory  ol'  fh/rida. 

/KI'llAM AH   k'INCSLKV, 
liy  CKOItCK  (;il!l5S,  A/lnnir,/' ;„/„<■/. 

[Hero   fidlows   the   translati;iii  of  tlio    royal    title    made   liy  (hjyt'nior   J';stra<la   for  a  lot   dated  dnly 
1,  1815.]  .  .  :  J 


Till'  hoard  aseertain  this  to  he  a  yaliil  Spanish  j;rant  made  jireyioiis  lo  .Tannai-y  'Jl.  ISIS,  and  eoiiliim 
the  title  to  elaimant.     Ajiril  2ti. 

No.  4. — See  IiKrnr.T  No.  S. 
Zi'phaniah  Kimj^lci/  ys.  The  Uailrd  Slu/c.^.     For  a  lot. 

MEMOIil.M,. 

To  fill'  honovabh:  Ihe  commi:<.<loiicr.i.  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  i/i  Bad  Florida: 

The  petition  of  /ephaiuah  King-.sloy,  by  George  Gibbs,  attorney  in  faet,  re.speutfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  \o  a  tract  of  land  consistin."-  of  about  one  hundred  and  .seventy  feet  north 
and  south,  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  about  ninety-three  feet  from  east  to  west,  which  is  equal 
to  about  fourteen  hundred  and  seyenty  scjuare  yards,  bounded  on  the  north  liy  a  creek  called  I-],!j,'an's  creek, 
on  the  oast  by  vacant  marsh,  on  the  south  by  other  lands  belonging;  to  your  memorialist,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  canal  belonging-  to  Hibberson  and  Yonge,  being  from  north  to  south  forty-seven  varas,  and  from 
east  to  west  thirty-four  varas;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  your 
memorialist  by  Governor  Coppinger,  per  memorialist's  decree  dated  July  8,  1815,  marked  A,  herewith 
enclosed,  and  reference  to  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the  archives  of  the  Territory  will  more  fully 
appear.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  is 
now  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

ZEl'IIANIAH  KIN(iSLKY, 
By  GE(_)KGE  GIBP.S,  Altorncij  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  March  27,  1817.] 

DECREE. 

Zephaniah  Kinr/sleij  vs.  Tlie  United  States.     For  a  marsh  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina. 

Tin'  board  ascertained  this  to  be  a  valid  grant  made  to  memorialist  previous  to  January  24,  1818, 
and  therefore  coiitirm  the  same  to  claimant.     April  2'.),  1825. 

No.  5. — See  IxEroRT  No.  8. 
Farquhar  Jlethune  vs.  The  United  State.-f.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

MEMORI.VI,. 

To  the  honorable  the  commis.':ioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Farquhar  Bethnne  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  lot 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  in  the  plan  of  said  town  hj  number  nine  of  the  ninth  square, 
containing  in  front  seventeen  varas,  and  in  depth  thirty-four,  boumled  on  the  north  by  White  street,  on 
the  east  b,y  another  lot  of  your  memorialist,  on  the  south  liy  Damian  Rainey's  lot,  and  on  the  west  hy 
Joseph  Bergallos;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Francis  Entralgo  January 
31,  1811,  by  Ciovernor  White.  Entralgo  dying  without  heirs,  said  lot  became  his  mother's,  Catalina 
Hijiielos,  according  to  Spaniali  laws,  wdio  sold  said  lijt  t<.i  Francis  Marin,  by  his  attorney,  John  J]ntralgo, 
from  which  Marin  your  memorialist  purchased  said  lot.  At  the  time  of  issuing  this  grant  there  was  no 
regularly  laid  out  town,  but.  May  10,  1811,  orders  were  had  for  forming  a  regular  plan,  and  decree  passed 
that  those  who  should  build  and  inqirove  on  said  new  plan  shonld  be  entitled  to  a  grant  in  fee  simple, 
wdiich  was  not  previously  the  case.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  the  said  lot  has  been  duly 
improved  hy  the  tirst  occupants  and  liy  himself;  that  he  is  now  in  possessic.m  of  said  lot.  and  was  so  at  the 
time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  an  inhaliitant  of  Florida  and  a  resident  of  Amelia  island.  All  of  wdiich  is 
respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

FAUiiniAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  translatiim  of  a  concession  made  by  Governor  Wliite  January  31,  1>;11,  to  Francis  de 
Entralgo.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Catalina  Hijiielos,  h'gal  heiress  of  Francisco  do 
Entralgo,  to  Francisco  Marin,  dated  December  28,  1810.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Francisco  Marin,  by  liis  attorney,  Pedro  Pons,  dated 
September  12,  1818.] 
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PECREE. 

Farquhar  Bdhune  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  a  lot  in  Fcrnandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession,  and  tlie  deraignnient  to 
cLaimant  being  rcguLar,  the  same  is  confirmed  accordingly.     April  29,  1825. 

No.  6. — Sec  Report  No.  8. 

George  Fleming's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

memorial. 

lb  the  honorable  the  commissioners  apjMinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  George  Fleming,  deceased,  bj'  Sophia  Fleming,  widow  and  relict,  of  said 
decedent,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  one  lot, 
situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  as  lot  number  seven;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  concession  made  to  George  Fleming  !N[ay  2,  1811,  by  Governor  Estrada,  which  is  herewith 
exhibited,  marked  B.  And  your  memorialists  show  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said  lot,  and  were 
so  by  themselves  ancestor  before  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States  by  Spain,  as  ivell  as  that 
time,  and  ever  since;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  East  Florida.  They  pray 
confirmation  of  title,  &c.     All  of  which  is  submitted,  &c. 

SOPHIA  FLEMING, 
For  herself  and  the  heirs  of  George  Fleming. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  decree  of  concession  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  Alay  2,  1811.] 


George  Fleming's  heirs  vs.  The  United  States.    For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  to  George  Fleming,  de- 
ceased, do  confirm  it  to  his  heirs  accordingly.     April  29,  1825. 

No.  7. — See  Retort  No.  8. 
William  Hobhirk  vs.  Ihe  United  States.    For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  William  Hobkirk  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  consisting  of  a  town  lot,  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  numbered  square  eighteen,  and  lots 
three  and  four  in  the  plan  of  said  town,  measuring  seventeen  varas  front  and  thirty-four  varas  in  depth; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to  memorialist  by  Governor  Coppinger,  a 
copy  of  which  said  royal  title  is  herewith  filed,  dated  January  13,  1810,  marked  A;  and  your  memorialist 

further   showeth  that  he  is  legally  seized  and -^wssessiofi  of  Said  lands;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 

United  States   and  resident  of  East  Florida,  and   was  so  at  the  time  and   before  the  cession  of  this 
province.     Me  jirai/s  confirmation  of  title,  &c. 

WILLIAM  IIOBKIRK. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  from  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  January  13,  1816.] 

DECREE. 

William  ffobtirk  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

This  being  a  valid  Spanish  title,  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  it  is  therefore  confirmed. 
May  30,  1818. 

No.  8. — Sec  Report  No.  8. 

George  Atkinson  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  Atkinson,  by  George  Gibbs,  attorney  in  fact,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  lot  consisting  of  seventeen  yards  in  front,  and  thirty-four  in  depth, 
situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  bounded  on  the  north  by  San  Fernando  street,  on  the  east  by  the  lot 
of  the  black  woman  Flora,  on  the  south  by  the  lot  of  Henry  Quible,  and  on  the  west  by  the  lot  of  Anna 
Wiggins;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  your  memorialist  by  Governor  Cop- 
pinger, May  1,  1811,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  said  grant,  herewith  exhibited,  of  the 
above  date,  marked  P.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  legal  possession  of  said  lot; 
that  lie  is  a  citizen  of  the  Lfnited  States  and  resident  of  Darien,  Georgia. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  May  7,  1811.] 
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IlKCHKE. 

George  Atl-in^on  vs.  The.  I'nitfd  Stall's.     I'ar  a  Jul  in  Fmiiiiuliiia. 

Tliis  boing-  a  valid  Spanish  title  iiiailo  prrvimis  to  .lanuary  24,  ISIS^  ii  is  tlicrclnr-i'  ciinliniicd. 
Juno  6,  1825. 

No.  II.— Sec  Rei-okt  Xo.  8. 

John  Middldon  vs.  The   United  Slale.f.     For  a  lot. 

MEMOItl.VL. 

2b  the  honorahle  the  ronu?HWo?i('?v  ajijudn/ed  to  a.fcertain  rlainnf  and  titles'  to  Iiin)l.<  in  F.nal  Floridii : 

The  memorial  of  John  Midilleton,  liy  his  :ittorney,  Farijuhar  ]?etlnino,  i-es|ieetl'iilly  slinwcth:  'I'h.il  vour 
mcmoriali.st  claini.s  title  to  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  known  in  the  plan  of  suid  town  \i\  liir  niinilier 
six  of  the  tirst  scpiare,  containing-  in  front  seventeen  varas,  and  in  de])th  thirty-four,  houndtMl  on  the  nortli 
by  Mrs.  Jane  Sibbald's  lot,  on  the  cast  by  William  Hall's,  on  the  south  by  Constitution  sipiare,  ami  <in  the 
west  by  Joseph  Arredondo's  lot;  which  title  your  memorialist  claims  from  a  g-nint  in  fee  simple  mad(!  to 
James  Cashen  by  Governor  Kindelan  on  the  thirtii'th  March,  one  thousand  eig-ht  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  by  said  Cashen  conveyed  to  Middleton  and  Sibley  by  the  deed  bearing  date  November  20,  1SJ7;  and 
your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  piosseasion  of  said  lot,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the 
cession;  tliat  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  resident  of  Fernandina.  The  title  above  referred 
to,  marked  A,  and  the  deed,  marked  B,  accompanies  this  memorial.    All  of  wliich  is  respei-lfully  submitted. 

JOHN  MlDDl'd-rON, 
Ry  his  att.irney,  FA1!(^  I'.ETIIUXE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title,  dated  March  30,  1814,  niaile  by  Governor  Kindelan  to 
James  Cashen.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  from  James  Cashen  and  Susannah,  his  wife,  to  John  .Middleton  and  J(jhn 
Sibley,  dated  November  20"  1811.] 

DECREE. 

.7o7i)i  Middleton  vs.  The  Fnited  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant  made  to  James  Caslicn,  and  Ijy 
him  conveyed  to  John  Middleton  and  John  Sibley,  the  same  is  confirmed  to  them  accordingly.  May  12, 
1825. 

No.  10. — See  Report  No.  8. 

George  AtHnson  vs.  The  United   States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

MEMORI.U,. 

To  the  honorahle  the  commissioners  appointed  to  asrertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Flornlu  : 

The  petition  of  George  Atkinson,  by  his  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  respectfully  sh(.iweth:  That  your 
memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  a  lot  of  land  in  Fernandina,  situated  in  Amelia 
island,  containing  seventeen  yards  inTront,  and  thirty-four  j-ards  in  depth,  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  lot 
belonging  to  memorialist,  on  the  east  l\y  a  lot  of  Joseph  Alvarez,  on  the  south  by  a  lot  of  George  Clarke, 
and  on  the  west  by  Constitution  square;  which  title  j'our  memorialist  derives  from  a  royal  title  made  to 
him  by  Governor  Kindelan  August  1(5,  1814,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  grant  herewith 
exhibited,  of  the  above  date,  as  marked  Ijelow.  And  your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  legally 
in  possession  of  said  lands  or  lot  called  No.  11,  per  exhibit  G  A,  No.  11;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  resident  of  Darien,  Georgia. 

GEORGE   ATKINSON, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorneg  infaet. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  August  1(5,  1814.] 

■   DECREE. 

George  Atkinson  vs.  The    United  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  to  claimant,  do  confirm  the  same 
accordingly.     July  8,  1825. 

No.  11. — See  Report  No.  8.  ' 
George  Atkinson  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

ME.MORI.iL. 

To  the  honordile  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Ea.<t  Florida: 

The  petition  of  George  Atkinson,  by  George  Gibbs,  his  attorney  in  fact,  showeth:  That  your  memo- 
rialist claims  title  to  a  tract  of  land  c(.nsi.sting  of  seventeen  yards  in  front  and  thirty-f>ur  in  depth, 
situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  bounded  n(n-th  by  the  lot  of  Jose  M.  Arguelles;  east  by  the  lot  of 
Felicia,  a  free  woman  of  color;  on  the  south  liy  AVhite  street;  and  on  the  west  by  the  lot  of  Charles  Clarke; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger  May  1,  1817,  as 
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■will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  said  grant  herewith  submitted,  of  the  abovedate,  marked  R. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showetli  tiiat  he  is  ia  legal  possession  of  said  lot;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  resident  of  Darien,  Georgia. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Altoiimj  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  May  T,  1817.] 


Grcrn/t'  All•in^:on  vs.  The  United  States     For  a  tot  in  Fernandina. 

Tiie  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  bo  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do' confirm  the  same  accordingly. 
July  8,  1825. 

No.  12.— See  RKroRT  No.  8. 
Lindsay  Todd's  executors  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  mj  Fernandina. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  hiiiwrahle  the  commissioners  a2y2Minted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  the  executors  of  Lindsay  Todd,  by  George  Gibbs,  attorney  in  fact,  showeth:  That 
your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  lot  consisting  of  seventeen  yards  in  front  and  thirty-four  yards 
in  deptli,  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  lots  of  Diana  Domingo,  on  the 
east  by  Commandant  street,  on  the  soutli  by  White  street,  and  on  the  west  by  the  lot  of  Maria  Clark; 

■which  title  j-our  memorialists  derive  from   a  grant  made  to by  Governor  Kindelan,  in  virtue  of 

June  7,  1814,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  grant  herewith  submitted,  of  the 


above  date,  marked  W.     And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  said 
lot;  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Darien,  Georgia. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON, 
DAVID  KIDD, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 


)N  1 

'  V  Executors, 


[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  June  1,  1814.] 


Exccidors  of  Lindsay  Todd  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  to  Lindsay  Todd,  deceased, 
do  confirm  the  same  to  his  executors.     July  8,  1825.  ^ 

No.  13.— See  Report  No.  8. 
Henry  Yonge  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lotin  Fernandina. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  ajijjointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Henry  Yonge  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  or  lot  consisting  of  seventeen  yards  in  depth  and  the  same  number  in  breadth,  situated  in  the  town 
of  Fernandina,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  sti'eet  of  St.  Fernando,  on  the  east  by  another  lot  belonging 
to  Henry  Yonge,  on  the  south  by  another  lot  belonging  to  John  Forbes,  and  on  the  west  by  Marine  street; 
which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  Henry  Yonge  by  Governor  Kindelan,  who  sold 
the  same  to  your  memorialist;  which  grant  is  dated  January  31,'  1814,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ence to  the  said  grant  and  transfer  herewitli  exhibited,  of  the  above  date,  marked  X.  And  your  memo- 
rialist further  show.s  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of  said  lot;  that  he  was  a  subject  of  Spain  and  resident 
of  the  United  States. 

HENRY  YONGE, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Kindelan,  dated  January  31,  1814.] 

DECREE. 

Henry  Yonge  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title  to  claimant,  do  confirm  it  to 
him  accordingly.     June  11,  1825. 

No.  14. — See  Report  No.  8. 
Hihherson  &  Yonge  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina. 

memorial. 
To  the  honorahle  the  co7nmissioners  apjwinted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  llibberson  &  Yonge,  by  their  attorney,  George  Gibbs,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  a  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  town  of 
iernandina,  Amelia  island;  which  said  lot  extends  two  hundred  feet  northeast  from  their  storehouse. 
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tlieuce  to  the  southwest;  which  tith;  j-om- nieinoruilists  derivo  IVotn  ;i  license  iiiadr  to  them  to  Imild  a 
wharf  by  Govcnior  Estrada,  Docoiuber  4,  ISU,  as  |)er  exhiliil  I',  :is  liy  rcrrrciicc  Id  the  said  ^■raiil,  heri'- 
with  submitted,  will  more  I'nily  appear.  Am!  your  iiienmrialisls  finihiu-  shnw  Ihat  ihi'V  arc  icj^'ally  in 
possessiou  of  said  lauds;  that  ihcv  were  subjects  nf  Spain  and  rcsi(h>nts  ol'  the  I'nitcd  States. 

IIIHI'.KKSON   \-   VONtlK, 
By  GEOUtii-;   (ili'd'.S,  Mlonii'ij  in  furl. 

[Uere  follows  translation  of  a  coneessioii  by  Governor  Estrada,  dated  Uccendicrl,  1811. J 

DECREE. 

Hibberson  t[-  I'dnge  vs.  Tlic  L'liiird  iSlatcs.     Fur  a  Jul  in  Fi-rnandina. 

The  board  having'  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  concession  ilo  cunliiin  the  same 
accordiiig-ly.     July  11,  1S25. 

No.  15.— See  IJErora  No.  8. 

IIiI)bc7'Sun  d-  Yontjc  vn.  The  Unilcd  iSfalcs.     F/r /uur  and  a 'luar/rr  wrc^  iif  laixL 

MEMORIAI.. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Fad  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Hibberson  &  Youge,  by  George  Gibbs,  attorney  in  fact,  showeth:  That  your  memo- 
rialists claim  title  to  a  tract  of  laud  consisting  of  one  and  three-quarters  acre  of  high  land  and  two  and 
a  half  acres  of  marsh,  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  on  the  north  by  Egan's  creek,  on  the  east 
by  Amelia  street,  lots  of  difterent  individuals,  and  marshes  of  the  said  creek,  on  the  south  liy  San  Fer- 
nando street,  and  west  by  the  lots  of  James  Cavedo  and  James  Caslien,  Estrada  street  ami  swamp;  which 

title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  them  by  Governor  (Joppinger,  in  virtue  of , 

February  1,  1816,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  said  grant  iierewitii  submitted,  of  the 
above  date,  marked  Z.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  they  are  in  legal  possessiou  of  said 
lands;  that  they  are  subjects  of  Spain  and  residents  of  the  United  States. 

HIBBERSON  &  YONGE, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppiuger,  dated  February  1,  181G.] 

DECREE. 

Hibberson  <&  Yonge  vs.  The  United  Stales.     For  four  and  a  quarter  acres  of  land. 

This  being  a  valid  Spanish  title  made  previous  to  January  24,  1818,  it  is  therefon.'  confirmed.  July 
11,.  1825. 

No.  16. — Sec  Report  No.  8. 
Hibberson  £  Yonge  vs.   The   United  States.     For  thirtyfour  yards  of  marsh  land. 

MEMORI.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Easl  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Hibberson  &  Yonge  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a 
lot  of  land  consisting  of  thirty-four  yards  of  marsh  land,  situated  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  on  the  north 
by  a  marsh  granted  to  D.  la  M.  Ajrredondo,  on  tlie  east  by  Marius  tract,  on  the  south  by  vacant  marsh, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  river;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  them  by  Gov- 
ernor Coppiuger  February  1,  1816,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  grant  herewith  exhibited, 
of  the  above  date,  marked  Y.  And  your  memorialists  furtlier  show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of 
said  lot;  that  they  were  subjects  of  Siiain  and  residents  of  the  United  States. 

^  HIBBERSON  &  YONGE, 

By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney,  dv. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppiuger,  dated  February  1,  1816.] 

DECREE. 

Hibberson  d  Yonge  vs.  The  United  States.     For  thirhjfour  yards  of  marsh  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  confirm  the  same  accordnigly. 
July  11,  1825. 

No.  n.— See  Report  No.  8. 

Hibberson  &  longe  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Hibberson  &  Yonge,  by  George  Gilibs,  attorney,  respectfully  slioweth:^  That  your 
memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  lot  consisting  of  thirty-four  yards  of  marsh  land,  situated  ui  the  town 
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of  Fernacdina  on  the  north  bi/  vacant  marsh,  on  the  east  by  Marius  tract,  on  the  south  by  Sommeruelos 
street  and  on  the  west  by  tlie  river;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive  from  a  grant  made  to  them  by 
Governor  Coppingx-r,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  oijier,  February  1,  I^-IB,  as  will  more  tully  appear  by  refer- 
ence to  the  said  grant  herewith  e.xhibited,  of  the  above  date,  marked  H.  And  your  memorialists  lurther 
show  that  they  are  in  actual  possession  of  the  said  lot;  that  they  were  subjects  of  Spam  and  residents 
of  the  United  States.  IIIBBERSON  &  YONGE, 

By  GEOKGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  February  1,  1816.] 

DECREE. 

Eibherson  &  Yonge  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  a  lot  in  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly. 

July  11,  1825. 

No.  18.— See  Eeport  No.  8. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.    For  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  a^ypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a 
lot  of  land  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by  the  number  four,  of  square 
twenty-three,  measuring  in  front  seventeen  varas,  in  depth  thirty-four  varas,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
John  Moore's  lot,  on  the  east  by  William  Garvin's  lot,  on  the  south  by  White  street,  and  on  the  west  by 
your  memorialist's  lot;  which  title  your  memorialist  derived  from  a  grant  in  fee  simple  made  to  him  by 
Governor  Coppinger  April  10,  1817.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  now  in  possession 
of  said  lot,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Florida  and  a  resident  of 
Amelia  island.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

DOMINGO  FERNANDEZ, 
By  his  attorney,   FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  April  10,  1811.] 

DECREE. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  9,  1825. 

No.  19.— See  Report  No.  8. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  four  half  lots  in  Fernandina. 

memorial. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  aiypointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez,  by  his  attorney,  Farquhar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  four  half  lots  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  known  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by 
the  numbers  five,  six,  seven,  and  eight,  of  square  number  twenty-three,  and  containing  in  front  seventy- 
eight  varas,  in  depth  seventeen  varas,  bounded  on  the  north  by  St.  Fernando  street,  on  the  east  by  John 
Moore's  and  John  Lofton's  lots,  on  the  south  by  White  street,  and  on  the  west  by  New  street;  which  title 
your  memorialist  derives  from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger  April  10,  1811;  which  grant 
is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Florida 
and  a  resident  of  Amelia  island.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

DOMINGO  FERNANDEZ, 
By  his  attorney,  FARQUHAR  BETHUNE. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  royal  title  by  Governor  Coppinger,  dated  April  10,  1817.1 

DECREE. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  77(6  United  States.     For  four  half  lots  in  Fernandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  title,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly. 
August  9,  1825. 

No.  20.— See  Report  No.  8. 
Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  in  the  toum  of  Fernandina. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Domingo  Fernandez,  by  his  attorney,  Farciuliar  Bethune,  respectfully  showeth:  That 
your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  designated  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by 
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the  mimbcH-  two,  of  scjuare  munliov  eighteen,  coiituiuing'  in  I'nint  seventeen  varus,  and  the  s;une  in  cli^pth, 
l)onnded  on  the  north  by  .lohn  Shar|i's  lot,  on  the  east  by  Cnnnnandant's  street,  on  the  S(iUth  liv  William 
Ilobkirk's  hit,  and  on  the  west  by  Zeijhaniali  Kingsley's  lot;  whieii  tilh'  ydiii-  nn-morialist  derives  Iriini  a  "'rant 
made  to  him  by  Governor  Coppinger,  Afareh  '27,  18H),  in  eoiiscMniciifc  ul'  ymn  niriii(irialist'«  having  eoni- 
plied  with  the  conditions  on  whicli  such  grants  wore  made,  as  appears  from  tlie  eertilicato  of  the  snrveyor 
general,  dated  June  1,  1817,  referred  to  in  tlu!  title.  Your  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he;  is  now  in 
possession  of  said  lot,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  the  cession;  tliat  h(^  is  an  inhabitant  of  Florida  and  a 
resident  of  Amelia  island.  The  grant  above  referred  to  is  annexed  to  the  memorial.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

I)().\ll\(i0  FERNANDKZ, 
Ry  his  attorney,    FAlUilllAl!,   Bfri'lirNF. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  the  certificate  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  surveyor  general,  accrediting  the 
compliance  with  the   conditions   prescribed   by  the   government,  and  stating  the  boundaries,  dated  .June 

1'1«1'-]       .  .  .  .      ■ 

[Here  follows  translation  ot   a  memorial  to  the  governor,  with  his  decree  granting   the  praycn-  of  the 

same,  that  a  royal  title  should  be  given  for  the  aliove  lot,  dated  March  27,  ISl'.t.J 

[Here  follows  translation  of  the  royal  title,  dated  March  27,  Ibl'J,  by  Governor  t'opi)inger.] 

DECREE. 

Domingo  Fernandez  vs.  The  United  Staler.     Fur  a  lot  in  the  town  of  Frrnandina. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  the  title  to  the  above  was  a  valid  Spanish  concession  made  pre- 
vious to  January  24,  1818,  and  that  the  necessary  proceedings  were  afterwards  taken  in  conlirmation 
thereof,  do  conlirm  it  accordingly.     September  2,  1825. 

No.  21. — See  Report  No.  8. 

Jogeph  Allen  Smith  vs.  The  United  Statets.     For  a  lot  if  land  in  St.  Aiojuxtine. 

memorial. 
TERRrroRY  OF  Florid.^,  East  Florida: 
To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida : 

The  memorial  of  J.  Allen  Smith  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  mcniorialist  claims  title  to  a  certain 
lot  or  parcel  of  ground  situated  and  being  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida  aforesaid,  having 
the  following  lines,  dimensions,  and  boundaries,  that  is  to  say  :  the  north  line  thereof  is  ninety  varas 
long,  and  is  bounded  by  lands  belonging  to  George  J.  F.  Clarke;  the  east  line  is  eighty-four  varas  long, 
and  is  bounded  by  the  head  of  Matanzas  river;  the  south  line  is  eighty  varas  in  length,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  survey  thereof  was  bounded  by  lauds  of  the  King;  and  the  west  line  thereof  is  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  varas  in  length,  and  is  bounded  by  tiie  road  or  street  which  leads  from  the  powder-house  to 
the  city.  The  said  lot  of  ground  is  situated  near  the  southern  extremitj'  of  the  boundaries  of  the  city 
called  Sully's  Buildings  Stand;  which  said  lines  and  several  boundaries  will  fully  appear  by  a  reference 
to  the  description  of  the  said  lot,  as  it  is  contained  and  set  forth  in  the  royal  title  to  the  same  granted 
March  9,  1818,  which  is  of  rec(ird  in  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  East  Florida.  Your 
memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  lot  of  land  was  originally  granted  in  or  aliout  the  year  1793,  to 
one  Jose  Ximenes,  under  the  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  of  March  29,  1790;  that  possession  of  said 
lot  was  actually  taken  and  kejit  by  the  said  Joseph  Ximenes  until  his  death;  that  the  original  grant  or 
concession  to  the  said  Jose  Ximenes  has  been  lost,  and  appears  to  have  been  lost  before  the  royal  or 
absolute  title  thereto  was  granted;  that  Catalina  Acosta,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  said  Jose 
Ximenes,  applied  for  said  royal  title,  alleging  the  loss  of  the  original  concession,  making  proof  of  its 
existence,  the  possession  and  actual  occupancy  of  the  said  lot  of  land  from  about  the  year  1793,  by  her 
husband  and  his  family,  and  after  his  death  by  herself;  and  of  the  cultivation  tliereof,  and  her  right  to  an 
absolute  title:  Whereupon,  an  absolute  or  royal  title  was  made  to  the  said  Catalina  Acosta,  the  widow 
and  heir  of  the  said  Jose  Ximenes,  March  9,  1818,  and  the  said  allegations  with  respect  to  the  right  of 
the  said  Catalina  Acosta  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  said  original  grant,  of  record  as  aforesaid. 
Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  ancient  concession  and  grant  of  the  said  lot  of  ground  to  the 
said  Jose  Ximenes  is  further  proved  by  the  original  plat  and  certificate  of  the  first  survey  of  the  same  for 
the  said  Jose  Ximenes  made  in  the  year  1797,  which  is  of  record  in  the  ofiice  of  the  keeper  of  the  public 
archives,  and  to  which  your  memorialist  prays  a  reference;  that  the  said  lot  of  land  and  its  appurte- 
nances were,  on  the  12th  of  March,  conveyed  by  the  said  Catalina  Acosta  to  the  late  Michael  Crosby, 
deceased,  and  by  the  said  Michael  Crosby  to  your  memorialist  on  June  25,  1821,  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion paid  to  him  liy  j-our  memorialist,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  convej-ances  of  record 
in  the  office  of  the"  keeper  of  the  public  archives,  since  which  your  memorialist  has  erected  three  large 
dwelling-houses,  and  otherwise  improved  the  said  lot  of  ground,  and  the  said  houses  are  occu|)ied  l)y 
tenants'of  your  memorialist.  Your  memorialist  further  shows  that  the  said  Jose  Ximenes,  and  Catalina 
Acosta,  and  Michael  Crosby,  were  severally,  at  all  the  times  herein«mentioned,  inhabitants  and  settlens  of 
East  Florida  and  Spanish  subjects;  and  that  your  memorialist  was  a  resident  of  East  Florida  at  the  time 
of  the  conveyance  to  him  of  the  said  lot,  and  at  the  cession  of  this  Territijry  to  the  United  State.  Where- 
fore, your  memorialist  prays  confirmation  of  his  title  to  the  said  lot  of  land  and  its  appurtenances;  and  he 

will  ever  pray,  &c. 

■'  J.  ALLEN  SMITH, 

By  his  attorney,  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  certificate  of  survey,  dated  January  3,  1797.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  an  order  from  Governor  Coppiuger,  directing  a  royal  title  to  be 

issued  for  the  above,  dated  March  8,  1819.] 

[Here  follows  the    translation   of  a  royal  title  to  Catalina  Acosta  by  Governor  Coppmger,  dated 

March  9,  1819.] 
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[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  convej-ance  from  Catalina  Acosta  to  Miguel  Crosby,  dated  March 
12   1819] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  conveyance  from  Miguel  Crosby  to  Joseph  Allen  Smith,  dated  June 

25,  1821.] 

DECREE. 

Josq)h  Allen  Smith  vs.  The  United  States.     For  a  lot  of  land  in  St.  Augustine. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  a  valid  Spanish  grant,  and  the  deraignmcnt  to  claimant 
regular,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     September  6,  1825. 

TESTIIIO.VY. 

J.  Allen  Smith  vs.  The  United  States.     A  lot  of  land  in  St.  Augustine. 

John  Drysdalc,  being  sworn  on  the  part  of  claimant,  states  that  it  is  within  liis  knowledge  tliat  tlio 
buildings  wliich  now  stand  on  the  lots  claimed  by  the  memorialist  were  erected  by  Chester  Sully,  as  tlie 
agent  for  claimant,  soon  after  the  purchase  of  the  property;  that  from  that  time  until  Mr.  Sully  left  this 
cfty,  which  was  about  eighteen  mouths  ago,  had  charge  of  the  property  as  agent  for  the  claimant;  that 
at  tiic  time  when  Mr.  Sully  left  this,  this  deponent  was  appointed  the  agent  of  Mr.  Smith  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  care  of  said  jiroperty;  and  that  said  property  now  belongs,  as  the  deponent  believes,  to  claim- 
ant; and  that  one  of  tlie  houses  on  the  said  lot  is  now  occupied. 

JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

Before  the  board  in  session  September  6,  1825. 

No.  22.— See  Rei-okt  No.  8. 
J.  Allen  Smith  vs.  The  United  States.     For  seven  and  a  quarter  acres  of  land. 

MEMORIAL. 

Territory  of  Florida,  Fast  Florida  : 

To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  J.  Allen  Smith  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  in  and  to  a 
certain  lot  of  ground  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida  aforesaid,  containing  seven  acres  and  a 
quarter,  and  rather  more;  that  the  said  lot  of  ground  was  originally  granted,  or  many  years  ago  belonged, 
to  one  Martin  Floriand;  and  that  the  said  lot  was,  in  the  year  1809,  sold  by  the  order  of  the  Spanish 
government  of  East  Florida  at  public  sale,  to  raise  certain  duties  which  were  due  and  owing  by  the  said 
Martin  Floriand  to  the  Spanish  government;  at  wliich  sale  one  Francisco  Rovira  became  the  purchaser, 
as  will  fully  and  at  large  a])pear  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  under  which  the  said  lot  of  ground  was 
sold,  and  of  the  sale  thereof,  which  are  of  record  in  the  ofiBce  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  East 
Florida;  that  the  said  Francisco  Rovira  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  October  21,  1810,  conveyed  the  same  to 
one  Joseph  Sanchez,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  original  conveyance  to  the  said  Joseph  Sanchez, 
of  record  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  Joseph  Sanchez,  on  October  3,  1821,  for  a  large  and  valuable 
consideration  paid  by  your  memorialist  to  the  said  Joseph  Sanchez,  conveyed  the  said  lot  of  ground  and 
its  appurtenances  in  fee  simple  absolute  to  your  memorialist,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  a  recorded 
copy  of  the  said  original  convej'ance  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  court;  that  the  said  lot  had, 
at  the  time  of  the  survey  thereof,  the  following  boundaries,  that  is  to  say:  it  was  bounded  on  the  north 
by  a  lot  belonging  then  to  Francisco  Perez,  now  to  Josiah  Smith,  on  the  south  by  a  lot  belonging  to  Don 
Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  on  the  west  by  the  Ferry  river,  and  on  the  east  by  lands  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  Mr.  William  Lafont  and  to  John  Geiger;  and  that  the  said  lot  of  land  has  been  in  the  actual 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  aforesaid  persons,  under  whom  your  memorialist  claims  title,  for  a  great 
many  j'ears  past,  and  has  been  in  the  occupancy  of  the  agent  of  your  memorialist  ever  since  his  purchase 
thereof;  that  the  aforesaid  Hovira  and  Sanchez  were,  at  the  times  they  respectively  acquired  the  said  lot, 
Spanish  subjects,  and  inhabitants  and  settlers  of  East  Florida;  and  that  the  said  Sanchez  was,  at  the  time 
of  the  cession  of  this  Territory  to  the  United  States,  and  at  the  time  he  conveyed  the  said  lot  to  j'our 
memorialist  as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitant  and  settler  of  East  Florida;  and  that  your  memorialist  is  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Cliarleston,  South  Carolina.  Wherefore,  he  prays  a  confirmation  of  his 
title  to  the  said  land  and  its  appurtenances. 

J.  ALLEN  SMITH, 
By  JOHN  DRYSDALE,  his  Attorney. 

[Hero  follows  translation  of  a  conveyance  made  by  Francisco  Rovira  to  Jose  Sanchez,  dated  August 
21,  1810.] 

[Here  follows  a  conveyance  froni  Jose  Sanchez  to  J.  Allen  Smith,  dated  October  3,  1821.] 


DECREE. 


J.  Allen  Smith  vs.  The  United  States.     For  seven  and  a  quarter  acres  of  land. 

The  board  having  ascertained  that  a  judicial  sale  in  due  form  was  made  of  the  above  laud  on  October 
27,  1809,  at  which  Francisco  Rovira  was  the  purchaser,  and  the  deraignment  being  clear  from  him  to  the 
claimant,  the  same  is  confirmed  accordingly.     September  11,  1825. 

TESTI.MONY. 

J.  Allen  Smith  vs.  The  United  Slates.     For  a  lot  rf  land  at  tlie  back  part  cf  St.  Augustine. 

G.  W.  Perpall,  sworn  on  tlie  jiart  of  the  claimant,  states  that  the  lot  in  quesfion  has  been  known  as 
privnte  ])ro]iorty  Ibi-  fdiiy  years;  tliat  Josejih  Sancliez  was  the  owner  iil'  it  about  eight  or  ten  years  ago, 
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and  cultivated  the  same,  and  had  iK'opk;!  liviiiu-  mi  tlio  sanii'  until  lie  sold  it  to  Mr.  Snilv,  wliirli  wasalMint 
the  exchange  of  Ihigs.      Since  that  pei-i<.id  Mr.  Sully  has  had  tlie  laanageinent  ami  can-  iif  it. 

(i.  \V.  I'KKl'ALL. 
Before  the  bnard  in  session  Se])tenil)er  11,  1825. 

No.  23.— See  ItiU'ouT  No.  8. 

The  wardens  of  the  Human  Catlialie  ehunh  of  Si.  Ainjuxfine  vs.  The   Uniled  S/a/es.     Far  Ihirhj-une  and  a 

half  aors  i>/  huul. 

MF.MOI51.M,. 

To  the  honorable  the  hoard  of  land  commi.^ioners  ajypoinlcd  to  axcerlain  clahns  and  lith-.-^to  landii  in  Ea.i^l  F/arida: 
The  memorial  of  the  wardens  of  the  Koman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine,  incoriiorated  by  law, 
respectfully  showoth:  That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  thirty-one  and  a 
lialf  acres,  situated  at  the  iioint  called  Esperanza,  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  b(iunded 
on  the  north  by  the  lands  of  tlie  heirs  of  B.  Segui,  deceased;  cm  thosuuth  and  west  by  St.  Sebastian's  river; 
and  on  the  cast  by  the  crook  called  Bridge  creek;  which  title  your  memorialists  derive,  as  wardens  of 
said  church,  from  the  will  of  the  lato  J[aria  Evans,  deceased,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  third 
section  of  said  will  on  record  in  tlio  office  of  the  public  archives.  And  your  memorialists  furthi'r  show 
that  they  will  jiroducc  further  evidence  of  title  when  required  by  the  bfiard. 
P\ir  the  board  of  wardens: 

P.  J.  FATIO,  Scerelayi/  <,f  Bnard  <,f   Wardvnx. 

[Here  follows  translatinn  of  an  extract  from  the  will  nf  Maria  Evans,  deceaseil,  date(l  .July  2'.>,  17112.] 
[Here  follows  a  couvevance  from  Alexander  Tudd    to  Joseph   IVavett,  esij.,   dated   Septendier    IC), 
1782.] 


^Vardens  of  the  Roman   Catholic  church  of  St.  Aur/ii.''linr  vs.  Tlie   Uniled  Stales.     For  thirhj-one  and  a  half 

acre.-;  <f  land. 

The  Loard  having  ascertained  the  above  title  tn  be  a  valid  British  one,  and  recognized  by  the  Spanish 
gOTOrnment,  and  that  the  deraignment  to  claimants  is  regular,  do  confirm  the  claim  acci,irdim;-lv.  Octolier 
26,  1825. 

TESTIMnXY. 

The  imrdens  of  the  Homan  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augu.^line  vs.  Tlie  United  Slates.     For  thirty-one  and  a  half 

acres  of  land. 

Cliarlcs  W.  Clarke,  being  duly  sworn,  d(ith  depose  and  say  that  he  was  ac(|uaintcd  with  Mrs.  Pcavctt; 
that  he  knew  her  to  have  a  framed  house  between  Maria  Sanchez's  creek  and  St.  Seliastian's  river  on  tlie 
point,  which  she  resided  in  for  some  time;  she  had,  also,  negroes  planting  there  for  some  years,  with  the 
knowledge  and  acquiescence  of  the  Spanish  government.     And  further  tliis  deponent  saith  not. 

CHAKLES  AV.  CLARKE. 
Before  me  this  21st  September,  1825. 

DAVIS  FLOYD. 

No.  24.— Sec  Report  No.  8. 
TJie  icardens  of  the  Boman  Catholic  church  vs.  The   United  Slates.     A  lot  of  land  in  the  city  of  SI.  Awjwtine. 

MEMORl.VL. 

To  the  honorable  the  comrnis.'<ioncrs  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  tiiles  to  lands  in  East  Florida: 

The  memorial  of  the  wardens  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine  respectfully  sboweth: 
That  your  memorialists  claim  title  to  a  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  ou  the  north  side 
of  the  public  square,  and  upon  which  the  church  and  scliool-house  now  stand,  bounded  on  the  west  by  St. 
George's  street,  ou  the  east  by  the  custom-house  and  the  Marquis  Fougere's  lots,  on  the  south  by  the 
public  square,  and  on  the  north  by  the  lots  of  Joseph  M.  Ilcrnandez  and  the  heirs  of  Peso  de  Burgo, 
measuring  72i  varas,  Spanish  yards,  front  on  the  square,  and  58i  varas  in  depth;  which  title  your 
memoriairsts  derive  from  a  judicial  sale  executed  on  April  12,  1T93,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  a  certified 
copy  of  the  same  herewith  filed.  And  your  memorialists,  on  behalf  of  the  said  church,  jiray  confirmation 
of  title  to  the  said  lots. 

On  behalf  of  the  wardens  of  said  church: 

F.  J.  FATIO,  Secretary. 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  deed  of  sale  dated  April  12,  1793.] 

DECREE. 

Tlie  wardens  cf  the  lioman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine  vs.  The  Uniled  Slates.     For  a  lot  rf  land  in  the  city 

of  St.  Augu.-iline. 


It  appearing  in  evidence  before  this  board  that  this  was  a  valid  British  grant  confirmcdby  the  Spanish 
government,  and  regularly  conveyed  by  deed,  bearing  date  April  12,  1793,  to  the  King,  intrust  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  congregation  of  St.  Augnistine,  for  the  purpose  of  Iniilding  a  church  thereon,  it  is  therefore 
confirmed  to  said  wardens  in  trust  for  said  congregation.     October  29,  1825. 
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The  wardens  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Augustine  vs.  Hie  United  States.    For  a  lot  of  land  in  St. 

Augustine. 

G  W  Perpall,  swoni  and  examined  on  the  part  of  claimants,  says  that  Mrs.  Humbert,  who,  by  her 
attorney  M  Lazag'a,  sold  the  lot  on  which  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  the  new  city  council  chamber 
stands  was  the  sister  of  the  witness;  and  that  the  wh.jle  of  said  lot  was  at  the  time  of  said  sale  an  orange 
grove  'that  is  from  St.  George's  street  to  the  late  custom-house  square.  Witness  saj-s  that  the  whole  of 
the  lot  was  sold  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  church.  The  house  of  the  city  council  was  then  a  dwelling- 
house  and  was  intended  for  a  parsonage  house,  but  as  the  parsons  or  priests  usually  had  houses  of  their 
own  in  which  they  preferred  living,  the  house  on  the  lot  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  school.  The 
members  of  the  Catholic  church,  at  the  purchase  of  the  lot,  and  the  commencement  of  building  the  present 
church,  raised  sums  as  large  as  they  were  able,  by  subscription,  for  the  purchase  of  the  lot  and  building 
of  the  same;  but  as  they  were  unable  to  complete  the  said  church.  Governor  Quesada  made  a  representa- 
tion to  the  Kill"-  of  Spain,  who  directed  that  the  church  should  be  finished  at  the  King's  expense. 

"=         '  G.  W.  PERPALL. 

Before  the  board  in  session  October  27,  1825. 

No.  25. — See  Report  No.  8. 
Antelm  Gay  vs.  The  United  States.     For  two  lots  of  land  in  St.  Augustine. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honoralile  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  memorial  of  Antelm  Gay,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resident  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
in  East  Florida,  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  two  lots  of  land  in  the  city 
of  St.  Augustine,  which  your  memorialist  purchased  of  Don  Bartlome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer,  on  January  26, 
1822 — one  of  which  said  lots  is  bounded  west  on  the  street  which  passes  to  the  east  of  the  convent  or 
barracks  of  St.  Francis,  on  the  east  by  the  bay,  on  the  south  by  the  public  land,  and  on  the  north  by  a 
lot  the  property  of  the  said  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer;  the  other  of  the  said  lots  is  bounded  west  by 
the  said  street,  on  the  east  by  the  bay,  on  the  north  by  the  lot  of  Mariano  Serra,  and  on  the  south  by  the 
lot  of  the  heirs  of  Salvator  Martin;  which  said  two  lots  were  purchased  by  the  said  Bartolome  de  Castro 
y  Ferrer  of  Antonio  Vallcjo  and  his  wife,  at  which  time  there  were  houses  on  the  said  lots,  but  which  have 
been  since  destroyed,  the  said  Antonio  Vallejo  having  purchased  one  of  the  said  lots  of  Miguel  Rodriguez, 
as  appears  by  the  original  deed  deposited  in  the  public  archives,  executed  June  14,  1803;  and  the  other 
lot  was  bought  by  Antonio  Peter's  wife  of  the  said  Antonio  Vallejo  of  Pedro  Fornells,  as  appears  by  a 
deed  deposited  in  the  public  archives,  executed  April  10,  1799.  Both  of  the  aforesaid  lots  fell  to  the 
domain  of  the  King  of  Spain  after  the  evacuation  of  the  British,  but  were  delivered  to  the  purchasers  and 
occupants,  and  confirmed  to  them  by  a  decree  of  the  Spanish  government  of  June  17,  1801;  all  which  will 
more  clearly  appear  by  the  certificate  of  Jos^  de  Zubizaretta,  the  public  escribano,  dated  July  30,  1812, 
herewith  presented;  and  your  memorialist  has  been  in  possession  of  said  lots  since  his  purchase,  as 
before  mentioned. 

In  confirmation  of  his  title,  the  following  documents  are  herewith  respectfully  presented: 
1.  Certificate  of  the  above-mentioned  of  the  public  escribano,  (deed  from  Don  Bartolome  de  Castro  y 
Ferrer  to  your  memorialist,)  recorded  in  the  public  office  of  records  in  St.  Augustine,  January  6,  1802. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ANTELM  GAY, 
By  his  attorney,  JOHN  RODMAN. 
St.  Augustine,  August  20,  1823. 

[Here  follows  translation  of  the  grant  to  Bartolome  Cartado,  dated  November  17,  1792,  by  Governor 
Quesada,  and  a  translation  of  a  transfer  to  Pedro  Fornells,  dated  April  14,  1795.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Pedro  F'ornells  to  Antonio  Petrus,  dated  April 
10,  1799.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  concession  to  Bartolome  Cartado  by  Governor  Quesada,  dated  January 
13,  1794,  and  a  transfer  to  Pedro  Fornells,  April  14,  1795.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Bartolome  Cartado  to  Pedro  Fornells,  dated 
April  14,  1795.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Pedro  Fornells  to  Miguel  Rodriguez,  dated 
November  6,  1799.] 

[Here  follows  the  translation  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Miguel  Rodriguez  to  Antonio  Vallejo, 
dated  June  14,  1803.] 

[Here  follows  translation  of  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Antonio  Vallejo  and  Antonio  Petrus,  husband 
and  wife,  to  Bartolome  de  Castro  Ferrer,  dated  April  2,  1807.] 

[Here  follows  deed  of  conveyance  from  Bartolome  de  Castro  y  Ferrer  to  Antelm  Gay,  dated  January 
26,  1822.] 

DECREE. 

Antelm  Gay  vs.  The  United  States.     For  tico  lots  of  land  in  St.  Augustine. 

The  board  having  ascertained  the  above  to  be  founded  on  valid  Spanish  concessions,  and  the  deraign- 
ment  being  regular,  do  confirm  the  same  accordingly.     October  29,  1825. 

[Nos.  26,  27,  and  28,  were  not  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  commissioners.] 

[Note. — The  commissioners  returned  no  papers  with  report  No.  9.] 
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No.  1.— So('  Iti-.i'oKT  Nil.  10. 

George  F.  ai^d  Olirer  Palmes  vs.  Tlie    I'niled  S/a/es.     Fm-  ninr  hiiiiiln-il  mul  )iiii'ii/-,,iiir  mid  l/iri'r-.jinir/ir.-: 

(;(■/■(  s  n/'  land. 

MI'.MillUAl.. 

To  lite  honiiralde  lite  cniiDiu.^f^ioncr.-i  ojiiioinled  In  (i.-iceiidin  i-laiin>:  and  lille:<  Id  land?^  in  EaxI  Klnrlila: 

The  petition  of  (ieorg-c  F.  I'liliiies  and  Oliver  Paliiu's  rcsprctl'iiliy  slioweth:  'I'liut  your  lucinorialisls 
claim  title  to  a  tract  of  laml  eonsistinp;  of  nine  Innulred  and  ninety-nine  and  ihree-fourlli.s  acres  of  limd, 
situated  at  tiie  place  calleil  'I'urnbull,  on  botli  sides  of  Spruce  creek,  in  (he  lerriluiy  <if  .\lns(iuitn,  Ixmiidcil 
on  the  north  by  pine  lands,  on  the  south  by  lands  belonp,'ing  to  William  Williams,  on  tln'  east  by  marsh; 
for  which  an  absolute  title  was  nnide  to  Robert  McIIardy  by  (ioNi-rncr  Estrada  July  :i.  1X15;  wiiicli  title 
your  memorialist.s  derive  from  a  .g-rant  made  to  Robert  McIIardy  .Inly  21,  ISo;;,  by  (luscrnor  White,  in 
virtue  of  the  royal   order  of  October  "29,  17'.tO,  who  sold  the  samr  to  I'aul  Dupon,  by  dccil  dated  .hnic  2, 

1818,  which  is  herewith  subnutted,  who  holds   the  sauu'  in  trust  lor  memorialists,  as  will  be  sicn  by  1 1 

filed  ill  their  claim  for  24.i  acres.  And  your  memorialists  further  show  that  thi  y  arc  le-ally  scl/cd  and 
possessed  of  said  lauds  by  the  trustee  aforesaid,  and  were  so  at  the  tinu'  of  cession;  that  they  are  citizens 
of  the  Laiited  States  and  residents  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  (ieorj^'ia.  They  pray  contirmation  of  title, 
&c.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  tte. 

GEORGE  F.  I'ALMES. 

OLIVER  l'ALMi;S. 

[Translation  ] 

Title  cf  prnperhj  in  favor  of  Don  RhIhtI  Me  Hard  tj.     For  one  llinnxand  aerex  if  land. 

Don  Juan  Jose  de  Estrada  y  Toro,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  riival  ariincs,  i^'c,  iVc,  ifcc: 

Whereas,  by  a  royal  order  communicated  to  this  j;-iivernment  October  2it,  171)0,  by  the  captain  j;-eneral 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  amongst  other  thing's,  that  lands  shall  be  laid 
otr  gratis  for  those  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  present  themselves  to  swear  allegiance  to  our 
sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  laborers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  Robert  McIIardy 
having  presented  himself  as  one  of  those,  he  solicited  from  the  govermnent,  and  there  were  granted  to 
him  July  21,  1803,  one  thousand  acres  of  land  at  the  plantation  named  l)r.  Truinhnl,  situati-d  towards 
a  part  of  the  river  Mosquito,  and  at  both  sides  of  the  creek  named  Spruce,  as  appears  from  the  certilicat(^ 
which  was  issued  on  the  same  date  by  the  secretary,  and  is  annexed  to  the  proceeding  moved  for,  soliciting 
that  the  corresponding  title  of  property  to  said  lands  should  be  delivered  to  him,  the  boundaries  of  which 
are  as  follows:  on  the  north  and  west  with  jiine  lands,  on  the  south  \)y  lands  of  the  heirs  of^  Don 
William  Williams,  and  on  the  east  by  marsh,  as  the  said  proceeding  sets  forth.  And  as  there  has  not 
been  delivered  to  the  said  Don  Rolicrt  McIIardy  any  title  for  the  security  and  confirmation  of  his  dominion 
to  the  said  land,  in  the  form  in  wduch  it  has  been  granted  to  others  who  have  already  passed  more  than 
ten  years  of  uninterrupted  possession  io  obtain  the  useful  and  direct  dominion  to  the  said  lands,  nuide 
buildings  upon  them,  cultivated  them,  and  complied  Avith  the  other  conditions  established  by  the  govern- 
ment for  concessions  and  grants  of  this  natiu'e  existing  in  the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlers  in  the 
proceedings  set  forth:  AVherefore,  and  in  consideration  of  everj-thiug,  I  have  granted  unto  the  said  Don 
Robert  McHardy  the  1,000  acres  of  laud,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property;  and 
in  expediting  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding  title  by  which  I  separate  the  royal 
domain  from  the  right  and  domimion  it  had  to  said  lands;  and  I  cede  and  transfer  it  to  the  said  ifcllardy, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  conseqvience,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without 
any  encumbrance  wdiatsoever,  with  all  it's  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it 
has  had,  and  in  fact  and  law  belong  and  appertain  unto  it;  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  transfer,  and 
alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  of  which  I  interp'.ise  my  authority,  as  I  can  and  of  right  ought, 
in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned  notary  pro  lem.  of  gcjvernment  and  the 
royal  domain,  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  July  3,  1815. 

JUAN  JOSE  DE  ESTRADA. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  bo  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 
^       "  F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  Jl.  L.  C. 

[Translation.] 

COXVEY.WCE. 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Don  Robert  McIIardy,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  declare  that  I  really  sell 
unto  Paul  Dupon,  a  new  settler  in  it,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  and  two-thirds  acres  of  land,  situated 
in  the  territory  of  Mosquito,  in  this  province,  towards  the  river,  at  a  place  called  Dr.  Turnbnll,  and  at 
Loth  sides  of  a  creek  called  Spruce,  bounded  on  the  north  and  west  with  pine  lands,  on  the  south  by  lands 
belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Don  William  Williams,  and  on  the  cast  by  a  swamii,  which  lands  are  the  same 
that  were  granted  to  me  by  the  government  July  21,  1803,  and  for  which  a  title  of  absolute  projierty  was 
expedited  to  me  to  the  number  of  1,000  acres  of  land  July  3,  1815,  remaining  oidy  with  one-quarter  of  an 
acre  for  my  use  and  dominion,  and  I  sell  him'the  other  999|,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs, 
rights,  and  services,  which  it  has  and  belong  to  it,  free  from  all  encumbrance,  (as  I,  the  said  notary, 
certify,  from  the  result  of  my  search  of  the  book  of  mortgages  which  I  have  made  for  the  purpose,)  at  the 
price  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which  the  purchaser  has  paid  me  in  cash,  which  I  acknowledge 
as  delivered  to  mj^  will.  I  renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  exception  to  money  not  counted,  fraud,  and 
anything  else  in  the  case,  for  which  I  grant  a  receipt  in  form.  In  virtue  of  which,  I  separate  myself  from 
the  right  of  property,  possession,  use,  seigniory,  and  other  actions,  real  and  personal,  which  I  had  and  held 
to  the  said  lands,  all  of  which  I  cede,  renounce,  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  and  Ida  representatives, 
that,  as  their  own,  they  may  possess,  sell,  and  alienate  it  at  their  will,  in  virtue  of  this  deed  which  I  grant 
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in  their  favoi-  as  a  token  of  real  delivery,  by  which  it  is  seen  that  he  has  acquired  the  possession  without 
occasion  for  further  proof,  from  which  I  relievo  him,  and  oblige  myself  t(j  the  eviction  and  guarantee  of 
said  sale  in  due  form,  and  as  may  best  suit  the  purchaser,  witli  my  jn-operty,  present  and  future,  power 
and  submission  to  the  tribunals  ("if  his  Majesty,  that  they  may  compel  me  to  compliance  as  by  sentence 
consented  to  and  passed  in  authority  of  an  adjudg-eil  case,  on  which  I  renounce  all  the  laws,  customs, 
rights,  and  privileges  in  my  favor,  and'the  general  law  in  form  which  prohibits  it.  And  I,  the  said  Don  Pablo 
Dupon,  being  present,  accept  in  my  favor  this  deed,  and  by  it  receive  as  purchased  the  said  lands  at  the 
price  and  agreement  on  which  they  were  sold  to  me,  and  I  acknowledge  them  as  delivered  to  my  will.  I 
renounce  proof,  laws  of  delivery,  those  of  a  thing  not  seen  or  received,  fraud,  and  everything  else  in  the 
case,  for  which  I  deliver  a  receipt  in  form.  In  testimony  of  which,  this  is  dated  in  this  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  the  second  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen.  I,  the  notary,  attest  that  I  know 
the  iiarties  who  signed  this,  there  being  witnesses  present,  Don  Jose  Mariano  Hernandez,  Don  Eusebio 
Maria  Gomez,  and  Don  Jose  Maria  Bousquet,  inhabitants  present. 

EOBEltT  McHARDY. 

P.  DUPON. 

Before  me — 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO,  N<Aary  of  Government. 

I  certify  the  foren'oin"-  to  lie  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 

DECREE  BY  THE  BOAKD. 

The  claimant  exhibited  t«i  tiie  Imard  a  royal  title  made  by  Governor  Estrada  to  Robert  McHardy  for 
the  land  for  headrigiits,  dated  July  o,  1815,  who  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  to  Paul  Dupon  in  trust  for 
claimants,  as  ]ier  bond  referred  to  ani  filed  in  the  claim  of  Miss  Palmes  for  245  acres.  The  board  having 
ascertained  that  the  title  of  the  claimants  is  interfered  with  by  British  titles,  under  which  the  heirs  of 
Turnbull  claim,  they  therefore  order  that  the  documents  accompanying  the  memorial  in  this  case  be 
reported  to  Congn'ss  for  their  determination.     September  24. 

No.  2.— See  Report  No.  10. 
John  Buncli  vs.  Tlie  United  Slakv.     For  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixtij  acres  of  land. 


To  the  honorable  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  : 

The  petition  of  John  Bunch  respectfully  showeth:  That  your  memorialist  claims  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  consisting  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres,  situated  on  the  watei's  of  Mosquito  or  Halifax 
river,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  (as  by  survey  herewith  tiled,  marked  B:)  beginning  at  a  cabbage  tree 
near  a  marsh,  and  running  west,  98  chains,  to  a  jn'ide  of  Egj'pt;  thence  north  80°  west,  to  a  pine;  thence 
along  the  public  road  south  50°  east,  to  a  stake;  thence  east,  100  chains,  to  Tomoka  river;  thence  with 
said  river  to  its  mouth;  thence  with  Haulover  river  to  the  beginning;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives 
from  a  grant  made  to  him  by  Governor  White,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  1790,  for  hcadrights,  on 
August  11,  1804,  (sec  order  of  concession,  marked  A,  filed  herewith;)  and  your  memorialist  further 
siioweth  that  he  has,  since  tlie  11th  day  of  August,  been  in  actual  possession  of  said  lands;  that  he  has 
cultivated  them  up  to  the  present  period,  and  still  continues  to  do  so.  Your  memorialist  further  shows 
that  he  was,  at  the  change  of  tlags,  a  Spanish  subject,  and  that  he  intends  residing  at  Tomoka,  his  present 
home,  in  future.  Your  memorialist  therefore  prays  that  his  title  nuxy  be  confirmed;  and  he  will  ever 
pray,  &c. 

JOHN  BUNCH, 
By  his  attorney,  GEORGE  MURRAY. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Juan  de  Pierra,  lieutenant  of  grenadiers  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  regiment  of  Cuba,  and 
secretary  of  the  government:  I  certify  that  to  a  memorial  presented  by  Don  Juan  Bunch,  soliciting  that 
there  should  be  granted  to  him  in  the  territory  of  Mosquito  the  lands  which  corresponds  to  him,  his  wife, 
sixty-two  negroes  of  more  than  twenty  years,  and  thirty-four  from  eight  to  sixteen,  whicli,  in  the  time  of 
the  British  dominion,  were  possessed  by  Moultrie  and  Moncrief;  these,  whicli  were  granted  to  Don  Nicolas 
Turnbull,  wlio  did  not  take  possession  of  them  in  due  time,  tlie  following  decree  was  made:  "Let  there 
be  granted  to  the  interested  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  the  place  which  he 
solicits,  without  injury  to  a  third  person,  and  those  are  what  ho  is  entitled  to;  and  until,  according  to  the 
number  of  laborers  he  may  have,  when  the  general  survey  takes  place,  those  which  correspond  to  him  be 
surveyed,  he  being  bound  to  take  possession  of  the  said  land  within  the  term  of  six  months." 

WHITE. 

And  that  it  may  serve  for  a  security  to  the  interested,  I  give  these  presents  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 
August  11,  1804. 

JUAN  DE  PIERRA. 

Note. — That  by  a  decree  of  April  li,  1808,  there  were to  Don  Samuel  Bunch,  son  of  him  contained 

in  this  certificate,  240  acres  of  land  on  the  river  St.  Mary's,  for  nine  negroes  over  sixteen  years,  and  one 
of  thirteen  years;  which  ninnljer  of  acres  are  to  be  deducted  from  the  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty 
of  his  father,  on  account  of  those  which  correspond  to  his  son's  ten  negroes  being  included  to  this  number 
of  acres.  PIERKA. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  decree  and  note  are  true  and  correct  translations  from  their  originals  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  public  archives  of  St.  Augustine. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  S.  B.  L.  G. 
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DECREE    liV    THE  l;n.\p.n. 

The  claimant  in  tliis  case  produced  a  certified  copy  of  concession  for  the  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  Land,  dated  August  11,  1804,  made  by  Governor  'White  to  liini  for  "headrights."  It 
appeared  fnrtlier  to  tiie  board  tliat  tiie  claimant  occupied  and  cultivated  the  land  ever  since  it  was  granted 
to  him;  but  having  a.scertained  that  his  title  is  interfered  with  by  a  British  title,  under  whicli  the  heirs  of 
Turnbull  claim,  we  do  therefore  order  that  the  documents  accomjjanj'ing  the  memorial  be  forwarded  to 
Congress  for  their  determination.     October  11. 

<7o/i?!  Bunch  vs.   The  Uni/cd  States.     For  tuv  thousand  one  hundred  and^si.rli/  acres  of  land. 

Horatio  S.  Dexter,  being  sworn,  states  that  in  the  year  1813  he  was  at  the  said  tract  df  land  occupied 
by  Mr.  Bunch,  -who  had  a  considerable  quantity  of  stock,  and  above  forty  iiegmrs,  and  that  it  wa.s  a 
matter  of  general  notoriety  under  the  Spanish  government  that  said  tract  of  land  was  the  property  of 
said  Bunch. 

IIOEATIO  S.  DEXTER. 

Before  the  board  in  session  October  11,  1824. 

G.  W.  Pcrpall,  being  sworn,  states  that  he  recollects  Mr.  Bunch  having  obtained  possession  of  the 
above  tract  about  a  week  after  the  grant  was  made  him  by  the  SpanL^^h  goverrjment,  and  has  continued 
cultivating  the  same  to  the  present  period,  and  that  the  said  Bunch  has  had  continually  on  the  place  from 
thirty  to  forty  negroes. 


Before  the  board  in  session  October  11,  1824. 


O.  W.  PER  BALL. 
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No.  .3.— See  Report  No.  10. 
Zephaniah  Kinr/slei/  v.s.  The  United  States.     For  two  thousand  aci'es  of  land. 

MEMORI.\L. 

To  the  honorable  the  commi.-<sioners  ap^Minted  to  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  Hast  Florida: 

The  petition  of  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  liy  his  attorney,  Georg;e  Gibb.s,  rcspectfiilly  slioweth:  Tiiat  your 
memorialist  elaims  title  to  a  tract  of  hind  consisting  of  two  thousand  acres,  more  or  less,  situated  on  the 
island  calk-d  Drayton  island,  at  the  entrance  of  Lake  George,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  the  river  St  John's 
and  Lak(;  George,  it  being  an  island,  as  per  royal  title,  certified  by  Juan  do  Entralgo,  government  notary, 
dated  July  27,  1821,  per  exhibit  K,  to  which,  and  to  other  documents  in  the  ofBce  of  the  archives  of  the 
Territory,  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  same;  which  title  your  memorialist  derives  from  a 
title  made  to  George  Sibliald  for  part  by  Governor  Kirjdelan,  in  virtue  of  the  royal  order  of  October  29, 
1190,  who  sold  your  memorialist  iilteen  hundred  acres  of  the  said  island,  being  all  his  interest  and  right 
in  the  same-  and  the  rest  and  residue  of  the  said  island  was  granted  to  your  memorialist  by  the  same 
Governor  Kindelaii,  as  per  the  aforementioned  title — reference  to  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the  public 
archives — will  more  fully  appear.  And  j-our  memorialist  further  showeth  that  he  is  in  actual  possession  of 
said  lands;  that  he  is  now  a  citizen  of  tlie  United  States  and  resident  of  St.  Augustine. 

ZP]PHANIAH  KINGSLEY, 
By  GEORGE  GIBBS,  Attorney  in  fact. 

[Tianslation.] 

Title  rf  'property  in  favor  of  Don  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  of  Drayton  island. 

Don  Sebastian  Kindelan  and  O'Regan,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  James,  brigadier  of  the  roj'al  armies, 
political  and  military  governor  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  and  its  province: 

Whereas,  in  a  roj'al  order  communicated  to  this  government  October  29,  1790,  by  the  captain  general 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  two  Floridas,  it  is  provided,  amongst  otlior  things,  that  lands  should  be  granted 
and  surveyed  gratis  to  those  foreigners  who,  of  their  own  free  will,  offer  themselves  to  swear  allegiance 
to  our  sovereign,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  workers  each  family  may  have;  that  Don  George  Sibbald 
liaving  presented  himself  as  one  of  them,  he  solicited  from  the  government,  and  had  granted  unto  him, 
fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  October,  5,  1804,  in  the  island  called  Drayton,  at  the  entrance  of  Lake  George, 
in  the  river  St.  John's,  which  he  ceded  to  Don  Zephaniah  Kingsley,  with  all  its  improvements,  to  whom  it 
was  adjudged  in  solutune,  in  virtue  of  the  agreement  of  the  parties  authorized  by  a  decree  of  this  said 
government  July  18,  1811;  and  afterwards,  l\y  a  decree  of  the  4th  of  September  of  the  same  year,  there 
were  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Kingsley  five  hundred  acres  more,  which  were  vacant  in  the  said  island, 
which  in  all  may  contain  about  two  thousand  acres,  more  or  less,  as  appears  more  at  length  from  the 
documents  and  certificates  which  are  annexed  to  the  proceeding  moved  by  the  said  Kiugsly,  soliciting'  that 
there  should  be  issued  in  his  favor  the  corresponding  title  for  the  lands  which  the  said  island  of  Drayton 
contains:  Wherefore,  and  considering  that  he  has  already  passed  more  than  ten  years  of  an  uninterrupted 
possession  to  obtain  the  useful  and  directed  dominion  to  the  said  island  of  Draj'ton,  made  buildings  on  it, 
cultivated  it,  and  finally  comiilied  with  all  the  other  conditions  established  by  the  government  for  grants 
and  concessions  of  this  nature  existing  in  the  titles  delivered  to  other  settlers,  as  is  set  forth  and  proved 
in  the  said  proceeding,  I  have  granted,  as  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  I  do  grant,  unto  the  aforesaid  Don 
Zephaniah  Kingsley  the  said  Drayton  island,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  absolute  property ;  and 
^n  despatching  to  him,  as  by  these  presents  I  do,  the  corresponding'  title,  by  which  I  separated  the  royal 
domain  from  the  right  and  dominion  it  had  to  said  land;  and  I  cede  and  tranferit  unto  the  said  Kingsley, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  that,  in  consequence,  they  may  possess  it  as  their  own,  use  and  enjoy  it,  without 
any  encumbrance  whatsoever,  with  all  its  entrances,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  rights,  and  services,  which  it  has 
had,  has,  and  of  custom  and  by  law  belong  and  may  appertain  unto  it;  and,  at  their  will,  sell,  cede,  trans- 
fer, and  alienate  it  as  may  best  suit  them.  To  all  which  I  give  the  sanction  of  my  authority,  as  I  can 
and  of  rig'ht  ought  to  do,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  coiintersigned  by  the  undersigneil  notary  of  government  and  of  the  royal 
domain,  in  this  said  city  of  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  January  7,  1815. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 

By  command  of  his  excellency: 

Juan  de  Entkalgo,  Notary  of  Government  jjro  tern.  ^ 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  translation  from  a  document  in  the  Spanish  language 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  public  archives. 

F.  J.  FATIO,  ,S'.  n.  L.  a 

.  DECREE. 

Tlie  board  having  ascertained  that  this  claim  is  covered  by  a  British  grant,  they  therefore  order  that 
it  lie  rei>orted  to  Congress  fir  their  determination.     December  15. 
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19th  Congress.]  No.   504.  [lar Session . 

NEW     .MA  DIM  I)    CLAI.M     IN     M  1  S  .-;  ( M'  U  I  . 

COMMrXIC.VTKD    To  TIIK  IIDI  SK  (IK  KKlMiKSKXTATIVES     FKIliaAKY   24,    l.S'iC). 

Mr.  Scott,  iVuin  tiie  Coininittoc  on   Public  Lamls,  tn  wlnnji   were  refencil  the  |ii'titinii    and   (.lucmueiil.s  of 
Isidore  Moore,  of  i'err}'  county,  iu   tlie  ."^tate  of  Mis.snuii,  re|iorted  ; 

That  on  the  ITth  day  of  February,  1SI5,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  tlicu  Missouri  Territory,  who  had  sulfered  liy  earthijuakes;  that, 
amongst  the  <-itlier  provisions  of  tlic  act,  Fredcriclv  Uates,  cs(j.,  tlien  the  recorder  of  land  titles  iu  Missouri, 
was  authorized  to  receive  the  evidence  of  actual  damage  done  to  lands  in  that  ([uarter;  and,  on  being 
satisfied  that  material  injiiri/  had  been  done  to  the  soil,  the  recorder  was  to  take  a  release  from  the  claimant 
of  the  land  injured  to  the  United  States,  and  issue  his  ecrtiticatc  in  favor  of  the  jiarty,  authorizing  him  to 
locate  the  like  quantity  (not  exceeding  one  section  to  any  one  claimant)  on  any  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
then  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  sale  of  which  was  authorized  by  law.  The  law  of  February  17,  1815, 
authorized  the  recorder  to  issue  to  persons  who  held  lots  or  pieces  of  ground  of  a  less  quantity  than  one 
hundred  and  sixtj-  acres  certilicates  of  location  calling  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  notwithstanding 
the  quantity  of  land  injured  was  less  than  that  quantity.  The  construction  which  the  recorder  gave  this 
portion  of  the  act  was  this:  that  for  each  lot  or  piece  of  ground  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixtj'  acres 
a  certificate  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  should  issue,  provided  the  whole  did  not  exceed  one  entire  .section; 
so  that,  if  one  person  held  four  lots  or  pieces  of  ground  of  oidy  one  arpent  each,  the  recorder  issued  four 
certificates  severallj'  conferring  the  right  to  locate  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  AVhen  those  cer- 
tificates were  issued  by  the  recorder  they  went  into  circulation  currently  as  land  warrants  issued  by  the 
proper  and  competent  authority;  they  were  transferred  from  hand  to  hand  for  large  prices;  some  were 
purchased  up  on  speculation,  others  were  purchased  ui)  by  the  poor  and  industrious  farmers  to  secure  for 
themselves  and  families  a  home.  It  was  never  made  a  question  whether  the  recorder  had  exceeded  his 
power  or  misconstrued  the  law;  the  people  confided  in  the  act  as  correctl_y  done,  and  expended  their  money 
in  the  purchase  of  those  certificates  under  the  full  belief  that  the  right  to  the  land  called  for  by  this 
warrant  was  nndoulited.  Subsequently,  however,  when  those  certificates  of  the  recorder  were  presented 
to  the  General  Land  Office  for  patents,  the  commissioner  refused  to  issue  a  patent  on  but  one  of  them,  on 
the  ground  that  the  recorder  had  misconstrued  the  law,  and  issued  to  several  claimants  more  certificates, 
and  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land,  than  he  was  authorized  to  do.  This  decision  of  the  department  was 
sustained  by  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  patents  in  all  cases  suspended  where  more  than  one 
certificate  had  issued  to  anj'  one  person,  predicated  on  lots  or  pieces  of  ground  for  a  less  quantity  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  The  number  of  cases  in  which  patents  are  suspended  is  from  eighty  to 
eighty-five.  The  present  petitioner,  Isidore  Moore,  claims  under  one  J.  B.  Chartier,  who,  it  appears, 
redinquished  four  small  lots  or  pieces  of  ground  to  the  United  States,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  arpents,  and  received  from  the  recorder  four  certificates  calling  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each.  It  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  Isidore  Moore  is  not  a  speculator,  but  an  honest 
farmer,  who  has  purchased  and  located  for  the  express  purpose  of  settlement,  and  that,  to  quiet  the  title, 
he  has  already  purchased  the  same  land  twice.  It  also  appears  that  the  petitioner  has  actually  iinproved 
and  cultivated  the  land  in  question  with  a  view  to  make  it  a  permanent  home.  Without  taking-  into  con- 
sideration the  question,  or  deciding  whether  the  recorder  did  or  did  not  exceed  his  powers  in  granting  to 
the  same  person  several  certificates,  and  without  deciding  whether  the  government  is  or  is  not  bound  by 
the  construction  given  and  acts  done  by  the  recorder  to  and  under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  the  com- 
mittee think  the  case  of  the  petitioner  one  of  those  to  wliich  relief  ought  to  be  granted: 

1st.  Because  he  has  purchased  the  land  in  good  faith,  under  a  full  belief  and  reliance  on  the  propriety 
of  the  act  and  powers  of  the  recorder  to  fully  and  finally  decide  on  the  law. 

2d.  Because  the  petitioner  has  already  twice  paid  for  the  land,  under  the  belief  that  the  title  was  good, 
as  it  rested  on  the  official  acts  of  the  agent  of  the  government. 

3d.  Because  the  petitioner  has  purchased,  not  for  speculation,  but  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  has 
actually  improved  and  cultivated  the  same. 

The  committee  have  not  decided  the  question  of  general  relief  in  all  cases.  On  that  subject  there 
is  a  bill  before  the  House  that  has  passed  the  Senate,  and  the  committee,  not  having  been  able  to  recommend 
a  course  on  that  bill,  submit  the  final  decisiim  of  the  Uouse  without  prejudice. 

The  committee  in  the  case  of  Isidore  Moore  report  a  bill. 
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19th  Congress.]  '^O-   505.  [1st Session. 

TO  SET  Al'AKT  A  I'ORTIOX  OF  THE  NET  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  SALES  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
LANDS  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS,  TO  BE  xVPPORTIONED  AMONG  THE 
SFVER.VL  STATES. 

COMML'XIC.iTED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.ITIVES    FEBRUARY  24,   182G. 

lilr.  Str(ixo,  h\m  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  December  21, 
1825,  instructing-  them  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  apiiruijriating-  a  portion  of  tbe  net  annual 
proceeds  of  the  sales  and  entries  of  the  public  lands  exclusively  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  of  ai)portiiining-  the  same  among  the  several  States  in  proportion  to  the  representation  of  each 
ill  the  House  of  Representatives,"  reported: 

That  the  subject  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  is  manifestly  of  great  interest.  It 
has  directly  in  view  the  improvement  of  the  mind  and  morals  of  the  present  generation,  and  of  generations 
to  come.  It  contemplates  giving  additional  stability  to  the  government,  and  drawing  around  the  republic 
new  and  stronger  bonds  of  union.  We  are,  indeed,  a  peculiar  people.  None  enjoy  more  freedom  than 
we  do;  and,  though  it  be  the  price  of  blood,  yet  it  is  not  founded  in  usurpation  nor  sustained  by  the 
sword.  The  most  casual  observer  of  human  institutions  at  once  perceives  that  our  political  as  well  as 
civil  condition,  in  some  essential  particulars,  dilfers  fundamentally  irom  that  of  every  other  nation.  The 
Constitution  under  which  we  live  is  the  only  one,  beyond  the  limits  of  this  republic,  which  secures 
religious  toleration  and  leaves  the  tongue  and  the  conscience  free.  This  was  chiefly  the  result  of 
education.  Chastened  liberty  lives  in  the  voluntary  choice  of  an  enlightened  people,  while  arbitrary 
power  depends  for  its  existence  upon  the  slavish  fear  of  an  ignorant  multitude.  Hence,  a  government 
like  ours,  which  guarantees  equal  representation  and  taxation,  trial  by  jurj',  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press,  of  religious  opinion  and  profession,  not  only  depends  for  its  energy  and  action,  but  for  its 
very  existence,  upon  the  will  of  the  people.  They,  and  they  only,  can  alter,  or  change,  or  abolish  it.  And 
are  the  rights  of  mankind  and  the  obligations  of  civil  society  generally  understood  or  respected  by  the 
ignorant?  Has  pr6perty,  or  reputation,  or  life,  when  left  to  depend  upon  the  wisdom  of  ignorance,  or  the 
forbearance  of  passion,  ever  been  accounted  safe?  And  where  is  the  human  character  usually  found  the 
most  degraded  and  debased?  Is  it  where  schools  and  the  means  of  education  abound,  or  is  it  where  the 
light  of  knowledge  never  illumined  the  human  intellect?  If,  then,  the  habits,  notions,  and  actions  of 
men,  which  naturally  result  from  the  ignorance  of  letters,  from  the  force  of  superstition,  and  the  blind 
impulst's  of  passion,  are  utterly  incompatible  with  rational  libertj',  and  every  way  hostile  to  the  political 
institutions  of  freedom,  how  high  and  imperious  is  the  duty  upon  us,  living  under  a  government  tiie  freest 
of  the  free — a  government  whose  action  and  being  depend  upon  popular  will — to  seek  every  constitutional 
means  to  enlighten,  and  chasten,  and  purify  that  will?  How  shall  we  justify  it  to  ourselves,  and  to  the 
world,  if  we  do  not  employ  the  means  in  our  power  in  order  to  free  it  from  the  severe  bondage  of  ignorance 
and  passion,  and  place  it  under  the  mild  control  of  wisdom  and  reason?  As  large  as  the  opportunities  of 
acquiring  knowledg'e  are,  and  as  much  of  common  learning  as  tlie  American  people  have,  there  are  some 
growing  into  manhood  around  us  who  have  neither  learning  nor  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  it. 

The  resolution  under  consideration  proposes  to  appropiriate  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  to  a  new  and  specific  object;  to  convert  it  into  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use  and  support  of 
common  schools  in  the  several  States,  and  to  divide  this  fund  among  the  several  States  in  proportion  to 
the  representation  of  each  in  this  House. 

Of  cqrpropriatinfj  a  jjortion  of  these  23roceeds  to  a  ncio  and  qwcific  ohject. — A  part  of  the  public  domain 
was  acquired  by  the  fortune  of  war,  and  a  part  by  purchase.  The  whole  constitutes  a  common  fund  for 
the  joint  benefit  of  the  States  and  the  people.  This  domain  amounted  to  some  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
and  of  it  probably  some  two  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  good  land  yet  remain  unsold.  It  is  true  that 
the  proceeds  of  these  lands,  together  with  those  of  the  internal  duties,  and  the  duties  on  merchandise,  and 
the  tonnage  of  vessels,  to  the  amount  of  ten  million  of  dollars  annually,  are  appropriated  and  pledged  to 
the  "  sinking  fund."  But  is  this  a  valid  objection  to  the  appropriation  of  the  whole  or  of  any  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  those  lands  to  any  other  proper  object?  Since  the  act  of  March,  181T,  making  this  appropriation 
and  pledge  to  the  sinking  fund,  the  annual  average  amount  of  the  public  revenue  has  been  about  twenty 
millions  of  dollars.  So  long,  therefore,  as  ten  millions  of  dollars  are  left  to  the  sinking  fund,  the  appropria- 
tion is  answered  and  the  pledge  redeemed;  and  the  surplus  revenue,  from  whatever  source  derived,  not 
having  been  appropriated  or  pledged,  remains  to  bo  disposed  of  in  such  waj'  and  for  such  purposes  as 
the  Congress  may  direct.  But  are  the  public  lands  a  source  of  revenue  upon  which  a  wise  and  prudent 
government  ought  to  risk  its  credit?  AVill  capitalists  lend  their  moiiej^  upon  such  vague  and  uncertain 
securitj-?  The  laml  may  be  otfered  for  sale,  but  no  maa  can  be  compelled  to  buy.  The  purchaser  is 
wholly  voluntarj'.  The  promised  revenue  to  be  derived  from  it  is  altogether  contingent.  It  depends  not 
at  all  upon  the  power  or  the  necessities  of  the  government,  but  upon  the  Avill  of  the  purchaser.  Besides, 
the  faith  of  the  government  docs  not  consist  in  tlie  intrinsic  value  of  the  thing  pledged.  This  is  not  enough. 
No  prudent  man,  for  example,  would  lend  his  money  to  the  government  to  bo  reimbursed  out  of  tlie  proceeds 
which  may  or  may  not  accrue  from  the  lead  mines  and  salt  springs  belonging  to  the  United  States.  The 
value  of  the  pledge  is  the  credit  it  secures.  And  the  thing  pledged  is  valued  in  proportion  to  its  peculiar 
fitness  and  proper  adaptedness  to'the  end  for  Avhich  it  was  pledged.  So  that  the  faith  of  the  government 
necessarily  depends  ui)on  its  ability  to  coerce  the  possession — to  touch  and  turn  the  thing  pledged  into 
money.  This  the  government  cannot  do  with  the  public  lands.  They  are,  in  deed,  tangible;  but  neither 
the  wishes,  the  will,  nor  the  power  of  the  government,  can  change  them  into  money.  They  are,  therefore, 
not  a  proper  source  of  revenue  upon  which  the  faith  or  the  credit  of  the  nation  should  be  hazarded.  Congress 
seems  to  have  considered  them  so.  A  township  of  land  has  been  given  to  the  "Nation's  Guest."  Large 
portiorvs  of  land  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  given  to  other  individuals,  and  to  public  institutions. 
Now,  if  it  be  good  faith  to  give  away  the  lands  from  which  the  revenue  pledged  to  the  sinking  fund 
is  derived,  it  cannot  be  bad  faith  to  appropriate  a  portion  at  least  of  their  proceeds  for  the  support  of 
common  schools. 

Of  converting  it  inlo  a  permanrnl  fund  for  the  sole  use  and  support  of  common  schools  in  the  several 
States. — Unless  children   arc  taught  hnw  to  govern  tliemselvcs  and  how  to  be  governed  by  law,  they  will 
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rarely  make  2;ood  citizens.  It  may  be  objected  that  the  Ccinstituliiui  does  not  o-ive  to  ('on.n'res.s  the  |ii]\\cr 
to  appropriate  the  proeeed.s  of  these  lands  fur  tlie  purposes  of  eihication.  The  ipirsticm  is  nut  whether 
Con^Tess  can  superintend  and  control  the  private  sclumls  in  tlu;  several  States,  luil  whclhcr  ( 'nni^'ress  can 
appropriate  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  for  the  use  and  support  of  those  (irivatc  scIhk.Is  to  lie  apiilied  by 
and  under  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  several  States  ?  The  only  clause  in  tiie  Cnnstitutiun  which, 
perhaps,  can  in  any  way  restrain  the  g-eneral  rig-ht  ul'  apjiropriatinc:  muney  is  that  which  declares  that 
Conrjress  shall  have  power  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  jiay  the  debts,  and 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  g-eneral  well'are  ol'  the  United  States." 

Can  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  in  any  sense,  be  considered  a  tax,  duly,  impost,  or  excise?  ,V 
tax  must  be  levied,  and  the  obligation  to  pav  it  created  by  the  authority  of  law.  'I'he  nitmey  deri\-e(l  fidm 
the  public  lands  is  not  levied,  nor  is  the  obfig-ation  to  pay  it  created  by  law.  liolh  llie  piuchase  and  the 
obligation  are  voluntary,  'i'he  Constitution  gives  Congress  the  power  of  disposing  of  the  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States,  but  it  nowhere  considers  the  proceeds  of  these  hinds  as  a  revenue  to 
be  applied  as  the  proceeds  of  taxes  arc  directed  to  be  aiiplied.  The  ililitary  Aeadiniy  at  West  I'oint  is  an 
invaluable  institution.  If  Congress  has  the  constitutional  power  (and  we  believe  no  ipue  denies  it)  to 
establish  such  a  scIumiI,  to  draw  money  directly  from  the  public  treasury  for  its  support,  to  jiay  for 
teaching  a  bo^y  mathematics  and  engineering,  it  may  be  difficult  to  show  that  Congress  has  not  the  power 
to  employ  a  tl'w  acres  of  the  public  domain  to  teach  the  poor  man's  son  how  to  read.  But  did  any  ilouht 
remain,  that  doubt  w'ould  appear  to  be  removed  by  referring  to  the  facts  that  a  portion  of  these  lands  has, 
from  the  beginning,  been  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  common  education,  and  that  other  portions  of  them 
have  been  given,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  use  of  colleges,  and  of  deaf  and  dunib  asylums,  and  for  the 
construction  of  roads  and  canals. 

Of  apportioning  this  fund  among  the  several  Slates. — Equality  of  rights  and  [irivileges,  both  as  it 
regards  citizens  and  States,  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  g-ovcrnment.  Hence  the  people,  so  far  as 
the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  States  will  permit,  are  equally  represented  in  the  iiopular  branch  (jf 
the  national  legislature.  Cuided  by  this  rule,  the  committee  have  no  doubt  that  the  apportionment  should 
be  made  among  the  several  States  according  to  the  representation  of  each  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives. 
This  will  distribute  the  fund,  and  dispense  the  Idessings  resulting  from  it,  upon  the  strictest  principles  of 
dfjuality.  The  ordinary  disbursement  of  the  ]iublic  money  does  not  directly  benefit  all  alike.  This 
apparently  partial  distribution  of  the  money  of  the  nation  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  objects  to 
which  it  is  applied.  An  army  is  stationed  where  its  services  are  required;  a  fortress  erected  where  it  is 
wanted;  a  navy  constructed  where  it  can  bo  done  the  safest  and  the  best;  and  the  money  to  pay  for 
objects  of  this  sort  necessarily  goes  to  tliose  portions  of  the  country  only  in  which  the  services  and  labor 
have  been  performed.  Tliese  great  objects,  which  enter  so  largely  into  the  defence  of  tlie  nation,  are 
local  in  their  character;  and  hence  it  is  that  some  of  the  States,  and  many  pcjrtions  of  the  country,  receive 
no  direct  benefit  from  the  annual  expenditure  of  millions  of  the  public  money.  But  the  proposed 
appropriation  for  tlie  suiiport  of  common  schools  is  for  an  object  general  in  its  nature  and  benefits.  It  is 
an  appro]iriatiiMi  in  which  every  American  citizen  has  a  deep  interest,  and  by  the  operation  and  influence 
of  which  the  ignorant  and  the  wise,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  government  and  the  governed,  will  receive 
direct  and  lasting  benefits.  The  ignorant  and  the  poor  will  be  aided  and  enlightened;  the  wise  and  the 
rich  estimated  and  protected;  and  the  government  appreciated  and  defended.  Common  schools  are  the 
nurseries  of  youth;  they  are  the  most  universal,  as  they  are  the  most  cifectnal  means  of  opening 
the  mind;  of  giving  reason  the  mastery,  and  of  fixing,  in  habits  of  sober  industry,  the  rising  generations 
of  men.  Can,  then,  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  national  domain  be  expended  in  any  way  which  will 
more  directly  or  forcibly  come  home  to  the  wants  and  wishes,  the  business  and  bosoms,  of  the  people? 

The  resolution  before  the  committee  does  not  indicate,  in  terms,  whether  the  principal  annually 
apportioned,  or  the  interest  of  the  principal  only,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  States.  Nor  does  it  p(.iiiit 
out  any  mode,  in  case  the  interest  only  is  to  be  applied,  of  investing  the  principal.  This  part  of  the  subject 
merits  some  examination.  It  seems  to  be  manifest?  that  the  more  certain  and  permanent  tlie  fund,  the 
greater  and  more  lasting  will  be  the  benefits  flowing  from  it.  To  apportion  and  pay  the  principal  annually 
to  the  several  States  will  be  doing  equal  and  exact  justice.  But  the  principal,  in  that  case,  would  be 
annually  expended.  The  consequence  of  tliis  will  be,  that,  as  the  public  domain  diminishes  by  sales  until 
the  whole  is  sold,  the  fountain  whence  the  fund  is  to  be  drawn  will  be  gradually  and  finally  exhausted,  and 
tiie  fund  and  its  benefits,  of  necessity,  diminish  and  cease  altogether.  As  this  domain  is  not  exhaustless, 
if  the  principal  set  apart  for  the  use  of  these  common  schools  be  annually  expended,  its  benefits  will  be 
chiefly  confined  to  our  own  time;  but  by  investing  the  principal,  and  dividing  the  interest  only,  the  fund 
w-ill  accumulate,  and  its  benefits  may  continue  to  future  ages.  The  committee,  therefore,  propose  that  the 
sum  annually  appropriated  shall  be  invested  by  the  United  States  in  some  productive  fund,  the  interest 
or  other  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  annually  apportioned  among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
representation  of  each  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.  This  sum  may  be 
invested  in  various  ways.  It  may  be  invested  in  bank,  canal,  or  United  States  stock;  or  a  new  stock 
may  be  created  for  the  piuqpose:  or  portions  of  the  redeemed  stock  of  the  United  States  maj-,  from  time 
to  time,  be  set  apart  by  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  uncancelled,  and  bearing  the  former  or  a 
new  rate  of  interest  to  meet  the  object.  The  general  investment  of  the  principal  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  division  of  the  interest  in  the  manner  proposed,  seems  to  be  the  only  way  t)y  which  all  the  States 
and  the  people  can  now  and  hereafter  be  equally  benefited.  The  annual  appropriation  should,  and  may, 
be  so  invested  as  neither  to  affect  for  the  worst  the  commercial  relations  of  the  country,  nor  to  create 
artificial  distinctions  or  moneyed  aristocracies.  It  should,  and  may,  be  so  invested  and  so  applied  as  to 
satisfy. the  moral  and  intellectual  wants  of  all,  while  it  wnll  supply  the  pecuniary  wants  of  none.  Should 
the  interest,  by  any  particular  mode  of  investing  the  principal,  become  an  annual  charge  upon  the  United 
States,  still,  as  the  whole  matter  will  at  all  times  depend  upon  the  wisdom  and  jileasure  of  the  States 
and  the  people,  no  man,  we  believe,  can  reasonably  doubt  that  they  will  release  this  charge  the  instant  its 
burdens  exceed  its  benefits.  Hence,  the  evils  of  the  measure,  if  there  be  any,  will  be  rather  negative  than 
positive,  and  always  under  the  control  of  the  peojile,  who  alone  are  to  be  benefited  or  iiijured  by  it. 

In  further  discussing  this  measiu-e,  some  of  its  obvious  advantages  must  not  be  overlooked.  It  will 
give  some  aid  to  all  in  the  acquisition  of  learning.  It  will  give  eificient  aid  to  the  destitute,  without 
which  aid  they  must  be  left  uneducated  and  in  ignorance.  It  will  diffuse,  in  the  (j^uickest  and  cheapest 
way,  the  greatest  amount  of  useful  knowled,ge  amon,g  the  people.  It  will  tend  as  much  as  anything 
else  to  make  youii,g  men  and  old  respectable,  efficient,  .good  citizens.  These  coiisiilerations,  it  would  seem, 
cannot  fail  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the  State  legislatures.     They  surely  are  not  now  to  leain,  for  the  first 
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time,  that  the  success  of  good  government,  the  independence  of  the  States,  and  the  permanency  of  their 
political  institutions,  are  vitally  connected  with  a  well-educated  yeomanry.  Besides,  the  fact  of  there 
being  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  glorious  purpose  of  training  up  the 
young  mind  in  the  way  of  knowledge  and  morals,  will,  in  some  degree  at  least,  excite  in  these  guardians 
of  State  rights  a  just  emulation  in  promoting,  to  every  practicable  end,  the  great  cause  of  common 
education 

It  is  a  singular  fact  in  the  history  of  nur  species  that  nowhere  has  common  education  made  any 
considerable  progress  among  tiie  people  without  the  elBcient  aid  and  protection  of  the  government. 
There  is,  generally,  a  prevailing  inditference  among  the  illiterate  to  the  cultivation  of  the  mind;  were  it 
not  so,  the  ]nnn-  man,  though  learned,  can  rarely  instruct  his  children,  because  his  time  is  necessarily  oc- 
cupied in  earning  their  bread;  and  the  ign(jrant  man,  though  rich,  cannot  do  it,  because  he  is  himself 
untaught.  In  other  countries  multitudes  of  the  human  race  successively  live  and  die  as  illiterate  as  they 
were  born;  and  in  our  own  favored  land,  with  all  the  liberal  patronage,  private  and  public,  which  learning 
receives,  we  are  not  wholly  exempt  from  those  lamentable  examples.  Under  a  government  like  ours 
there  should  nowhere  be  left  masses  of  mind,  illiterate  and  humbled,  over  which,  in  an  evil  hour,  some 
master-spirit  may  exercise  a  fatal  control.  Ignorance  is  the  banc  of  liberty.  Ordinarily,  conspiracies 
and  treasons  are  executed  by  the  ignorant.  These  instruments  of  unholy  ambition,  however,  are  not 
selected  from  schools  where  letters  and  morals  are  taught.  Are  not,  then,  the  national  and  State  legisla- 
tures under  the  strongest  obligations  to  the  people  of  this  country  to  provide  and  apply  the  means 
whereby  every  child  may  have  the  opportunity,  in  these  nurseries  of  the  mind,  of  acquiring  some 
knowledge  of  letters,  and  of  the  various  duties  he  owes  to  his  country  and  his  God? 

It  will  moreover  bind,  by  an  additional  and  a  stronger  tie,  the  people  to  the  States,  and  the  States  to 
the  Union.  There  is  something  in  this  tie  of  mind,  affection,  and  blood.  It  attaches  itself  to  every  father 
of  a  family,  and  to  children's  children.  It  successively  connects  with  the  present  each  succeeding  gen- 
eration. Common  education  can  be  estimated  only  in  proportion  as  its  necessities  and  advantages  are 
felt;  and  as  the  same  number  of  children,  as  there  are  dollars  annually  distributed  from  this  fund,  may 
receive,  with  proper  management,  about  six  months'  common  schooling,  will  not  the  people,  witnessing 
these  moral  and  intellectual  impr(jvements,  look  with  intcnscr  interest  to  their  respective  State  legisla- 
tures as  the  immediate  dispensers  of  these  benefits?  And  will  not  the  legislatures  of  each  Statf, 
viewing  the  increase  of  common  schools,  and  the  augmented  amount  of  schooling,  and  perceiving  their 
benign  and  salutarj'  effects  upon  the  mind,  morals,  and  habits  of  the  rising  generation,  look  with 
increased  steadiness  to  the  federal  head,  whence  these  blessings  flow?  Common  schools,  of  themselves, 
will  not  multipl}-,  nor  learning  spread;  moans  and  opportunity  must  be  aftbrded.  By  affording  them, 
schools  will  multiply,  learning  spread,  and  ignorance,  idleness,  and  vice  gradually  give  way  to  intel- 
ligence, industry,  and  virtue.  Examples  of  these  cheering  results  are  not  wanting.  Let  any  man  com- 
pare the  calendar  of  profligacj'  and  crimes  among  a  given  population  where  no  schools  have  been  kept, 
with  that  among  an  equal  piipulation  where  the  means  of  common  education  have  been  abundant,  and  the 
great , difference  in  favor  of  the  latter  cannot  fail  to  convince  him  of  the  necessity  of  these  initiatory 
institutions.  The  States  and  the  people,  perceiving  these  results,  and  learning  from  experience  that  the 
influence,  respectability,  and  power  of  a  State  are  in  proportion  to  the  intelligence  and  soundness  of 
its  citizens,  will  cherish  the  federal  hand  that  aids  them,  and  cling  with  stronger  affection  to  the 
governments  of  their  choice. 

The  committee  are  not  unaware  that  there  is,  in  this  pecuniary  connexion,  a  seeming  tendency 
to  produce  an  undue  dependence  of  the  States  upon  the  federal  government.  They  are  persuaded, 
however,  that  a  little  examination  will  dissipate  this  cause  of  alarm.  The  strength  of  the  tie,  and 
the  degree  of  the  dependence,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  will  always  be  in  exact  proportion  to  the  actual 
benefits  resulting  from  the  proposed  fund.  If  the  fund  be  not  beneficial  it  can  have  no  influence,  good  or  bad. 
Suppose,  great  benefits  to  flow  from  it,  what  are  they?  Shall  we  hereafter  look  for  them  in  the  increase 
ignorance  and  subdued  spirits  of  our  fellow-citizens?  or  shall  we  find  and  feel  them  everywhere  in  the  rapid 
progress  of  education,  and  in  the  improvement  of  mind  and  morals?  If  it  be  true,  as  it  unquestionably 
is,  that  the  safety  and  success  of  our  political  institutions  depend  absolutely  upon  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  the  people;  and  if  it  be  true,  also,  that  the  direct  effect  of  the  proposed  fund  will  be  to  increase 
that  intelligence  and  virtue,  then  it  is  equally  true  that  there  can  be  no  undue  dependence  of  the  people 
or  the  States  upon  the  federal  government.  As  these  benefits  increase,  so  also  will  increase  the 
ability  and  means  of  detecting  and  resisting  the  encroachments  of  power.  Although  each  part  of  our 
political  system  is  dependent  upon  the  other,  yet  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  that  dependence 
which  springs  from  mean  or  guilty  motives,  and  which  has  for  its  end  the  union  and  strength,  the  happi- 
ness and  glory  of  a  generous  people.  And  whatever  other  men  may  be  disposed  to  do,  that  portion  of 
the  people  to  whom  our  gcvernments,  whether  federal  or  State,  in  prosperity  or  adversity,  must  look  for 
protection  and  defence,  if  intelligent  and  virtuous,  will  never  do  slavish  homage,  or  tamely  surrender 
their  liberties  to  any  earthly  power. 

The  proposed  measure,  the  committee  are  also  induced  to  believe,  will  have  a  most  salutary  efiect  in 
respect  to  the  jniblic  domain  itself,  and  all  the  great  interests  connected  with  it.  There  is  much  apathy 
in  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  value  and  importance  of  these  lands.  Strong  indications  are  mani- 
fested to  reduce  their  price,  and  to  bring  the  whole  into  market  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  without  any 
reference  to  the  existing  demand  for  them.  Should  this  happen,  the  consequence  will  be,  to  depreciate 
the  fair  average  value  of  land,  whether  cultivated  or  uncultivated,  by  putting  more  into  the  market  than 
could  be  occupied  perhaps  in  fifty  or  an  hundred  years  to  come;  to  fling  tho'best  of  them  into  the  hands 
of  moneyed  men  and  speculators  by  their  cheapness  and  the  prospect  of  gain;  and  to  retard  cultivation  and 
population  by  the  high  prices  at  which  they  would  be  held.  The  committee  think  the  proposed  niea.sure 
will  produce  a  counteracting  interest — an  interest  which,  while  it  guards  the  public  domain  from  sudden 
depreciation  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  speculation  on  the  other,  will  induce  a  more  rapid  and  a  sounder 
population. 

There  is  another  consideration  connected  with  this  subject  which  the  committee  cannot  pass  over  in 
silence.  _  Our  government  was  the  first  successful  eflbrt  aniong  men  to  establish  rational  liberty.  Our 
fathers  instituted  and  secured,  upon  the  broadest  principles  of  equality,  representation,  trial  by  jury, 
freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and  religious  toleration;  and  to  thi's  hour  it  stands  a  proud  example 
to  the  world,  unsurpassed,  unequalled.  The  young  and  interesting  republics  of  Spanish  America  have, 
perhaps,  come  as  near  to  it  as  the  condition  and  habits  of  their  people  would  permit.  Still  there  is  this 
marked  difference:  they  retain  in   some  degree  the  old  connexion  of  church  and  state.     Tliey  have  an 
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thiin  another,  it  would  seem  to  bo  tliis,  tlial,  when'  any  reli.n'ion  is  c.-itaMishiil  li\   law,  tli'ii'  noillicr  liio 

tongue  nor  the  conscience  can  be  tree.     As  oui-s  was  th(.'  lirst,  so  it  may  In'  ihc  I.1--I  Imi f  rivil  lihorly. 

No  other  considerable   place  remains  on  the  globe  where  a  secoml  elV.nl  ran  It  i ie  under  like  anspiees. 

The  continents  and  the  islands  of  the  sea  are  mostly  inhaliitel  liy  men  Ihuii  nmler  i:'a  .■rnnienis  and  liroughl 
up  under  the  intlnenee  of  princi()les  and  habits,  with  a  lew  exceptions,  niterly  liesiile  1.1  .  mr  not  ions  of 
freedcnn.  Since  this  is  so,  our  oliiigations  ilo  not  enil  with  onisidves.  We  owe  iniieli  in  ihe  great  causes 
of  liberty.  This  debt  we  can  discharg(-  the  best  and  the  most  honorably  by  seenring  w  ell  ih.'  iMiindal  ion  and 
superstructure  of  our  own  lilierties;  thus  giving  to  the  Innnan  family  the  intlnenee  nf  ;i  piafrei  e\aniple  ,,|' 
civil  freedom.  The  i'oundation  of  mir  political  institutions,  it  is  well  known,  rests  in  the  w  ill  nf  the 
people,  and  the  safety  of  the  whole  superstruetnri',  its  temple  and  altar,  daily  and  hoiirly  depend  upon  the 
discreet  exercise  of  that  will.  How,  tlnai,  is  this  will  to  be  corrected,  clnustened,  subdued  '.'  liy  edneatien — 
that  education  the  first  rudiments  of  which  can  be  acquired  only  in  conimon  schools.  Mow  are  tli<'  mil- 
lions of  American  citizens  to  be  eiiabled  to  compare  th(>ir  goveninn'nl  .md  institntiens  with  llinse  nl'  nlher 
countries;  to  estimate  the  civil  and  political  privileges  and  blessings  they  enjoy;  ami  te  deride, 
understandingly,  whether  they  ought  or  ought  not  to  protect  and  ilefenil  the  Constitution  under  which 
they  live?  By  education.  lias  the  legislature  of  each  State  iirovided  all  the  means  that  are  wanted  to 
this  end?  Is  there  nothing  more  to  Ik'  done?  Are  all  sulliciently  ednc.ited?  There  are  some  wealthy 
men,  and  many  a  poor  man,  in  our  hind,  whose  family  an(»  tiri'side  hav<'  never  yet  been  elieer<'d  by  the 
light  and  benefits  vi'  common  education.  Is  there,  tlien,  no  necessity  for  tln'  propnscd  measure?  Its 
advantages  nuist  be  admitted.  That  there  are  heads  and  hearts  among  us  waiting  for  instruction,  culti- 
vation, improvement,  will  not  be  denied:  and  that  the  means  are  still  wanted  (through  the  inability  or 
inditTerence  of  individuals  and  of  the  States)  to  accomplish  this  great  purpose  eainiot  be  doubted.  AVhy, 
then,  delay?  We  are  at  peace  with  the  world.  Our  burdens  are  light.  AVe  have  money  to  meet  all  the 
engagements  and  exigencies  of  the  government,  and  some  to  spare. 

I?ut,  if  need  he,  jnish  not  so  rapidly,  nor  so  far,  the  costly  defences  of  the  country,  'i'he  tooth  of  time 
will  wear  away  the  granite.  Our  strong  fortresses  and  gallant  ships  will  decay;  but  the  young  mind 
and  heart,  expanded,  enlightened,  and  disciplined  in  common  schools,  will  grow  brighter  and  sounder  by 
age.  Besides,  our  reliance  under  God  for  protection  is  upon  the  arm  of  tlesh.  The  impassable  rampart 
to  our  liberties  and  institutions  must  be  composed  of  intelligent  heads  and  sound  lieaits.  t>ur  panoply, 
in  peace  or  war,  must  be  the  heaving'  bosoms  and  vigorous  arms  of  enlightened  and  virtuous  frei'meu. 
Shall  we  not,  then,  afford  to  all,  especially  to  the  ignorant,  the  poor,  the  destitute,  the  means  at  our  com- 
mand,— the'only  means  perhaps  by  which  the}'  can  ever  acquire  knowdedge?  Who  are  first  to  be  benefited? 
The  children  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and  manufacturers.  Where  do  we  look,  and  wdicre  nmst  we  look, 
for  the  moral  and  physical  jiower  of  the  nation?  Tii  the  agricultural  and  mechanic  interests — to  the 
handicraftsmen  of  the  land.  Unsoundness  here  will  be  fatal.  It  is  rottenness  at  the  heart.  Is  knowledge 
power?  Does  our  power,  do  our  liberties,  do  all  we  hold  dear,  depend  upon  the  avill  of  our  fellow-men, 
whether  that  will  be  left  to  the  guidance  of  enlightened  reason,  or  of  untempered  ignorance?  And  shall 
we  not  provide  the  means  we  have  at  hand  of  teaching  the  ignorant  and  destitute  to  range  themselves 
beneath  the  eagle,  and  among  the  defenders  of  freedom?  Or  shall  we  neglect  them  altogether,  and  leave 
them  to  be  schooled  and  disciplined  by  the  Catilines  and  Caesars  of  the  day?  Believing,  therefore,  that  a 
portion  of  the  ]iroceeds  of  the  public  lands  may  be  spared;  that  the  difl'nsion  of  connnon  education  among 
the  people  is  demanded  by  the  highest  considerati<ins  of  national  glory  and  salV^ty;  and  that  ('ongress 
possesses  both  the  power  and  the  right  to  appropriate  them  for  tliis  purpose,  the  conuuittee  submit  a 
bill. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    506.  [1st  Session. 


EXAMINATIONS    OF    LAND    OFFICES    AND    COMPENSATION    OF    RECEIVERS    FOR  TRANS- 
PORTING FUNDS. 

COMMUXICVTED    TO    TtlE    SEX.\TE    FEBRV-VRY    28,    l.S2Cl. 

Trk.\sury  Dep.vrtmext,  Fehnianj  28,  I82i). 

Sir:  I  was  honored  with  your  communication  of  the  10th  instant,  making  inquiry  whether  so  much 
of  the  14th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  26, 1804,  as  relates  to  the  examination  of  land  offices 
might  not  be  repealed  without  prejudice  to  the  treasury;  and  also  asking  my  opinion  whether  an  addi- 
tional compensation  ought  not  to  be  given  to  receivers  of  public  moneys  in  the  si'veral  land  offices  for  the 
transportation  and  depositing  of  those  moneys,  and  by  what  rule  sucli  compensation  should  be  fixed. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  believe  the  examimition  of  the  land  offices  under  the  law  in 
question  is,  upon  the  whole.  ]u-riductive  of  advantages  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  expense  attending 
it,  and  that,  consequently,  its  repeal  at  this  time  would  not  be  advisable.  That  the  maimer  in  which  this  dtity 
is  performed  may  be  fully  before  the  committee,  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  instructions  lately  issued 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  bearing  date  the  24th  instant,  to  one  of  the  examiners 
appointed  since  the  commencemcnt^of  the  present  year.  These  instructions  are  such  as  are  usually  given 
to  all  the  examiners. 

In  regard  to  the  second  point  endjraced  in  your  letter,  I  beg  to  state  tliat  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 

that  additional  compensation  ought  to  be  given   to  the   receivers  of  public  moneys  for  transporting  and 

depositing  those  monevs.     The  allowance  might  be  regulated   by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  r  so, 

however,  that  it  in  no  case  exceeded  onedialf  per  cent,  upon  the  auiount  deposited.     This  was  the  opinion 
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of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  contained  in   a  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
17th  of  February  of  hist  year,  innvhich  I  entirely  concur. 

I  have  "the  honor" to  remain,  with  trreat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Hon.  David  Barton,  Chairman  of  the  Land  Committee  of  the  Senate. 


Treasury  Department,  General  Land  Office,  Feliniary  24,  1826. 

Sir:  By  the  14th  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making-  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  March  26,  1804,  it  was  made  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause,  at  least  once  every  year,  the  books  of  the  land  offices  to  be 
examined,  and  the  balance  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  several  receivers  of  public  moneys  to  be 
ascertained. 

Ao-recalilv  to  this  ]>rovision  of  law,  you  have  been  appointed  to  examine  the  several  land  offices  in 
the  States  of  "lllimiis  and  Mis.souri,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

As  it  will  seldom  occur  that  your  examination  of  any  one  office  will  be  completed  on  the  last  day  of  a 
month,  and  as  the  balances  due  by  receivers  to  be  exhibited  in  your  report  should  be  stated  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  admit  of  a  comparison  with  the  monthly  returns  made  by  the  receivers  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  state  in  your  report  the  balances  due  on  the  last  day  of  the 
month  preceding-  that  in  which  the  examination  shall  be  made,  and  also  the  balances  due  at  the  date  of 
your  examination. 

Herewith  is  transmitted  a  statement  showing-  the  balances  due  on  the  date  of  the  last  examination 
of  each  of  the  offices  you  will  examine. 

You  will  form  an  account  between ,  the  receiver,  and  the  United  States,  debiting  him 

■with  tlio  lialance  exhibited  in  the  enclosed  statement,  and  with  all  the  moneys  received  by  him  since  that 
period,  and  u])  to  the  date  of  j'our  examination,  and  crediting  him  with  all  the  items  of  cash  deposited 
into  bank  to  the  -credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  drafts  of  the  treasury  which  have  been 
paid  by  him,  the  salary  and  commission  of  himself  and  the  register,' the  incidental  expenses  of  both 
offices;  in  short,  all  items  to  his  credit  which  appear  on  his  books,  and  for  which  he  shall  produce 
vouchers. 

You  will  then  take  an  account  of  all  moneys  in  his  hands,  specifying  distinctly  the  number  of  gold 
and  silver  coins,  and  the  different  s]>ecies  of  bank  notes,  and  ascertain  the  coincidence  between  the  cash 
on  hand  produced  to  you,  and  the  balance  which  you  will  have  previonslj'  ascertained  to  be  due. 

You  will  examine  the  journal  and  the  ledger  of  the  receiver,  and  state  to  what  period  the  entries  of 
the  former  are  posted  into  the  latter;  and  make  a  comparison  between  the  entries  on  the  books  of  the 
receiver  and  those  of  the  register,  and  see  how  far  they  agree.  This  comparison  is  expected  to  be  only  as 
regards  results,  as  it  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  enter  into  much  detail. 

You  will  examine  the  several  books  of  the  ref/i»ter's  office,  and  see  whether  they  wear  the  appearance 
of  neatness  and  accuracy;  also  how  far  the  journal  entries  of  his  office  have  been  posted  into  his  ledg-er. 

You  are  requested  verj-  particularly  to  examine  into  the  mode  of  marking  the  land  sold  in  the 
township  maps,  and  most  particularly  to  urge  on  the  registers  the  necessity  of  great  punctuality  in 
designating  on  the  maps  each  tract  sold  so  .soo/i  as  the  money  is  paid  by  the  purchasers,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  unpleasant  mistakes  which  in  some  offices  too  frequently  occur  in  selling  the  same  land  twice;  which 
mistakes  niig'ht  be  entirely  prevented  by  observing  punctuality  in  marking  their  maps. 

You  are  requested  also  to  observe  the  manner  in  which  each  one  of  the  books  is  kept  as  to  the  hand- 
writing; whether  tlie}'  are  regularly  brought  up;  also  whether  any  additional  supply  of  books  is  wanted 
in  the  offices  respectively.  The  books  alluded  to  are  the  tract  tooA's,  in  which  all  the  tracts  in  the  district 
subject  to  sale  are  entered  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  which  the  land  sold  is  noted  as  the  sales  are  made 
from  time  to  time.  The  entries  in  this  book  ought  to  correspond  with  the  tracts  sold  as  marked  in  the 
maps.  The  .mles  books,  in  which  the  sales  are  noted  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  are  also  to  be  examined. 
In  this  book  no  blank  spaces  are  admissible  between  the  entries.  You  will  note  the  necessary  particu- 
lars respecting-  those  books  in  j'our  report,  and  distinctly  state  whether  the  tract  book  and  the  maps 
ciirrespond. 

Ou  May  31,  1825,  a  circular  letter  was  addressed  to  the  several  registers  and  receivers,  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed,  requesting  them  to  procure  such  bookcases  and  desks,  or  boxes,  as  the  case  might  be, 
as  were  actually  necessary  for  the  due  2ireservation  and  .safe-keejnng  of  the  public  boots  and  papers.  Finding 
that  raanj-  officers  had  misconstrued  the  intention  of  that  letter,  and  had  procured  writing  desks  for  their 
personal  accommodation,  which  were  not  authorized  and  cannot  be  allowed,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
correcting  the  misapprehension  by  a  second  circular  letter,  dated  August  20,  1825,  a  copy  of  which  is 
also  encloscnl.  I  wish  you  to  ascertain  how  far  the  instructions  have  been  complied  with;  whether  the 
cases  and  desks  jirovided  for  the  accommodation  of  books  and  papers  are  such  as  answer  the  purpose, 
and  whether  the  papers  are  properly  arranged;  also  whether  the  instructions  as  to  binding  the  township 
plats  has  been  complied  with  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  circular,  and  whether  the  charges  for  the 
articles  procured  are  reasonable. 

In  all  cases  where  the  accounts  for  articles  procured  under  the  instructions  have  been  necessarily 
returned  for  any  cause  which  rendered  the  payment  of  them  inadmissible,  I  will  thank  you  to  inquire  into 
them,  and  certify  your  opinion  as  to  their  reasonableness. 

A  circular  letter,  dated  the  22d  instant,  has  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
several  receivers  of  pulilic  monej's  in  relation  to  the  making-  of  deposits  into  bank  of  public  moneys  in 
their  hands.  I  will  thank  ydu  to  report  whether  these  instructions  liave  been  received  by  them  and  duly 
attended  to. 

Your  report  will  consist  of  two  papers,  to  be  marked  Xo.  1  and  No.  2. 

No.  1.  In  account  between  the  receiver  and  the  United  States,  in  which  you  will  debit  him  as  follows: 

1st.  With  the  balance  due  at  the  end  of  the  last  examination. 

2d.  With  all  the  moneys  received  by  him  since,  and  to  the  end  of  j'Our  examination;  the  amounts  of 
money  received  to  be  stated  for  each  month,  distinguishing  between  the  moneys  received  under  the  cash 
and- credit  systems  at  these  offices,  which  were  in  operation  prior  t(j  July  1,  1820,  when  the  system  of 
selling  lands  on  a  credit  was  abolished. 
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The  distinction  between  the  cash  ami  crt'dit  t)f}ic('s  you  will  perceive  is  made  in  the  statement  sent 
herewith  by  the  wt]rds  "cash,"  "credit,"'  marked  opposite  the  otliccs  respectively. 

In  the  same  report  yon  will  c;'t'(/(<  the  receiver  with  all  the  items  to  his  credit  whirh  appiMi- on  his 
books,  and  for  whii-h  he  will  prndnce  to  yo>i  vouchers,  or  refer  you  to  vouchers  trniisiiiitlcd  to  ihc  treasury 
in  any  instances  when  the  duplicate  of  a  voucher  may  have  hccii  transmitted  to  sujiply  the  loss  (jf  aii 
orig'inal. 

These  crc'dits  will  consist  ol'  the  followinji-  items,  to  lie  stated   by  nitii}fh.<: 

1st.  Payments  into  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  .States,  and  paynient  of  tre.isurv 
drafts,  specifying'  the  number  of  each  draft. 

2d.  Salaries  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

3d.  Commissions  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

4th.  Incidental  expenses  of  both  ollices. 

After  the  credits  for  the  last  month  of  your  examination  you  will  add  a 

5th  item.  "Balance  due  by  the  receiver,  as  ascertained  by  this  rejiort,  and  whii-h.  after  counting  all 
the  moneys  in  his  hands,  I  find  to  consist  of  the  f.dlowing'  denominations  of  money,  viz  :" 

Gold,  foreign.  ..      ') 

Gold,  domestic.       r  Specifving  the  principal  coins,  whether  eagles,  half  ijuarter,  douliloons,  &c. 

Silver ) 

Total s 


Bank  paper,  as  follows: 

Notes  of  the Bank. 

Notes  of  the Bank. 

Notes  of  the Bank. 


Total. 


No.  2  is  to  relate  exclusively  to  the  books  and  papers  of  the  two  offices;  the  period  to  which  thej' 
have  been  respectively  brought  up;  the  arrangement  of  the  papers  into  cases;  the  binding  of  the  township 
plats,  as  required  by  the  circular  letter  sent  herewith;  and  the  several  particulars  before  noted. 

In  this  paper  you  will  refer  to  the  reg'isters'  and  receivers'  offices,  respectively,  under  distinct  heads. 

I  will  also  thank  you  to  examine  into  the  coincidence  between  the  amount  of  balances  stated  to  be 
due  from  individuals  on  the  books  of  the  receiver  with  that  stated  on  the  books  of  the  register  of  each  of 
the  credit  system  offices,  and  state  the  result  in  your  report  No.  2. 

Enclosed  is  a  circular  letter  addressed  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  each  of  the  offices  you  will 
examine,  requesting  them  to  afford  you  all  the  necessary  facilities  in  making  your  examination. 

With  great  respect,  G.  G. 

Joel  Johnson,  Esq.,  Great  Crossings,  Kentucky. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   507.  [1st Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  FOR  GRANT  OF  LAND  FOR  A  SEAT  OP  JUSTICE  IN  GALLATIN 

COUNTY. 

COlDIfNICWED    TO    THE    SEN.WE    MARCH    1,     1826. 

St.vte  of  Illinois,  Executive  Department,  January  30,  1S26. 
Gentlemen:  V>y  request  I  transmit  you  a  memorial   addressed  hy  the  general  assembly  of  this  State 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  asking  its  assent  that  one  hundred  acres  of  the  tract  of  land  granted 
to  Illinois  for  the  saline  in  Gallatin  county  may  be  given  to  said  county  for  the  purpose  of  locating,  in  a 
central  position,  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  county. 
I  am,  respectfullv, 

EDWARD  COLES. 
J.  B.  Thomas  and  E.  K.  Kane,  Esqrs  ,  Senators  in  Congress  from  Illinois. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Un  ited  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  tlie  general  assembly  of  the  States  of  Illinois  respectfully  represents:  That  the  said 
legislature  have  passed  a  law  at  their  present  session  authorizing  and  giving  their  assent  to  the  location  of 
the  seat  of  justice  of  Gallatin  county,  and  within  the  saline  reserve,  and  the  lessee  of  the  tract  on  which 
said  location  may  be  made,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  said  law,  having  given  his  assent  thereto,  and 
executed  a  relinquishment  of  his  title  thereto;  for  such  purpose  your  memorialists  respectfully  request 
that  your  honorable  body  will  pass  a  law  making  a  d(ination  of  one  hundred  acres  within  the  said  saline 
reserve,  and  as   shall   fall   within  the   proposed   locatitm,  so  as  to  enable  the  citizens  of  said  county  to 
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establish  their  scat  of  justice  mi  such  reserve;  and  that  for  such  ])urpose  a  survej'  may  he  made  of  such 
traet  as  the  coniiiiisskjiiers  under  said  hiw  of  the  State  may  select,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  lay  ofl"  the 
same  into  lots:  and  vour  memorialists  will  forever  pray. 

'  •"  DAVID  BLACKWELL, 

Speaker  of  t tie  Houxe  of  Eepreaentatives 
RAPHAEL  WIDEN, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Originated  in  tlie  house  of  representatives. 

■  CHAS.  DUNN,  Clerk. 


Til  the  Ilnn.  Eliag  K.  Kane  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  senators,  and  Daniel  P.  Cook,,  representative,  in  the  Congress 

of  the  United  States  : 

The  undcrsij;;'ncd,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Gallatin,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  having  understood  that 
the  Coni;-ress  of  the  United  States  have  recently  been  memorialized  by  the  leg'islatureof  the  State  to  grant 
to  this  county  a  hundrc'd  acres  of  land  within  the  tract  reserved  by  Congress  for  the  use  of  the  Ohio  and 
Wabash  saline,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  seat  of  Justice  of  said  county  thereto,  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  remonstrate  against  such  grant  being  made,  or  rather,  the  consent  of  Congress  being  given. 

The  county  of  Gallatin  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State,  and  was  formed  under  the  Territorial  govern- 
ment, and  by  the  act  of  formation  the  county  seat  was  established  at  Shawneetown,  a  place  laid  out 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  very  eligibly  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio  river,  about 
ten  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  river.  But  as  no  public  square  had  been  reserved  in  the 
original  survey  of  the  town  by  government,  a  number  of  public-spirited  individuals,  at  the  sale  of  lots  in 
the  year  1814,  joined  together  and  purchased,  by  paying  the  first  instalment  thereon,  two  contiguous  lots 
for  that  purpose,  and  dedicated  them  to  the  county  as  the  site  for  the  public  buildings,  not  doubting  but 
that  Congress,  when  the  matter  should  be  properly  represented  to  them,  would  remit  the  remaining 
instalments,  and  gi-ant  the  lots  to  the  county  in  absolute  ownership,  which,  after  repeated  applications 
of  many  of  the  undersigned,  wijs  done  by  an  act  passed  on  March  3,  1823,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  the  instalments  due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois."  On  these  lots,  thus  become  the  public  square,  and  property  of  the  county,  a  contract  has 
been  made  to  erect  a  court-house  and  jail,  under  the  authority  of  a  special  act  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State,  passed  January  17,  1825,  for  the  speed}'  completion  of  which,  in  a  style  suitable  to  the  extent  and 
respectability  of  the  county,  the  contractor  has  given  satisfactory  security. 

Tlie  removal  of  our  seat  of  justice,  therefore,  at  this  time,  would  jirobably  involve  the  county  in  great 
difBculty  and  embai'rassment,  and  defeat,  besides,  the  munitieence  of  Congress,  as  displayed  in  the  above- 
recited  act.  It  would  also  greatly  retard,  if  not  entirely  check,  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Shawnee- 
town, where  the  United  States  yet  hold  several  hundred  very  valuable  lots,  and  whence,  from  the  sales 
of  others,  they  have  heretofore  received  into  the  public  treasury  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

Ntjr  would  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  justice  to  the  centre  of  the  county  bo  otherwise  desirable  to 
anj'  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens,  further  than  as  it  would  be  brought  simply  to  the  centre,  whereas  it  is 
now  situated  on  the  Ohio  boundary  of  the  county,  yet  central  as  between  the  extremes  of  that  boundary, 
and  has  the  advantages  of  navigation,  a  yet  thriving  town,  and  an  enterprising  population. 

The  saline  reservation  is  a  tract  of  country  containing  about  four  townships  of  land,  and  is  situated 
directly  in  the  heart  of  the  county.  It  would,  therefore,  be  about  in  the  centre  of  this  tract  of  country, 
which  must  forever  remain  uninhabited,  except  by  salt-makers,  or  short  leases,  uncultivated,  except  for 
timber,  and  unsold,  except  with  the  consent  of  Congress  and  the  State,  that  the  centre  of  the  county  would 
be  found.  The  soil  is  generally  very  thin;  the  country  quite  unimproved,  and  offering  no  inducements  to 
settlement,  except  to  persons  immediately  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  salt. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that  many  of  these  arguments  would  have  been  more  properly  used  in 
resisting  the  memorial  before  our  own  legislature.  But  as  the  act  providing  for  the  removal  of  our  seat 
of  justice  makes  the  consent  and  grant  of  Congress  a  condition  precedent  to  its  taking  eflect,  it  is  hoped 
they  will  not  be  considered  as  altogether  impertinent.  Many  of  the  undersigned  were  not  apprised  that 
the  legislature  of  the  State  would  be  solicited  on  this  subject  until  that  body  had  finally  acted  upon  it; 
and  others,  though  aware  that  petitions  were  in  circulation  in  remote  parts  cif  the  county,  thought  it 
unnecessary  at  the  time  to  make  any  efforts  against  them,  l)elieving  tliat,  as  the  session  at  which  the  law 
was  passed  and  the  memorial  adopted  was  an  extraordinarj'  one,  convened  for  a  special  purpose,  no 
business  of  a  local  nature  would  be  taken  up;  and  trusted  confidently  in  the  good  sense  and  justice  of 
the  next  general  assembly,  bi'fore  whom  it  was  designed  to  lay  a  remonstrance,  to  reject  the  application. 

The  undersigned  have  thus  been  taken  completely  by  surprise;  and  though  it  is  firmly  believed  that 
a  large  majority  of  the  county,  even  with  its  present  boundaries,  if  candidly  appealed  to,  would  give  their 
suffrages  in  favor  of  keeping  the  seat  of  justice  on  the  river,  yet  the  legislature,  acting  from  the  ex  parte 
representations  before  them,  have  passed  the  act,  and  thereby  imposed  upon  the  undersigned  the  only 
alternative,  of  apjiraling  directly  to  Congress  to  arrest  so  ruinous  and  so  unadvised  a  measure. 

THOMAS  C.  BKOWNE  and  192  other  persons. 
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19th  Congress.]  No.    508.  [1st  Session. 

APPLirATinX  TO   CONFIR.M  THE  TRANSFER  OF  A  CHEROKEE   RESEi;V.\TIO\. 

LOMMINKWTED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JUKCII    1,     182G. 

J[r.  Vinton,  from  tlio  Comiiiittoo  on   Fulilic  Lauds,  to  whom  was  rolorred  the   iiclitiini  ol'  .lohii  Th(iiiii)siin 

and  Elizabeth  Thompson,  his  wile,  reporte<l: 

That  it  appears,  fr(.)m  the  ]ietition  and  papers  aceompanyiiiij;  it,  that  .Tohu  'I'lmmpsdn  was  thr  lirad  (if 
an  Indian  family,  who  took  a  life  estate  in  a  reservation  of  six  hundred  and  forty  aeres  of  land,  with  a 
reversion  in  fee  simple  tojiis  children,  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  July  8,  1817,  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the  Cherokee  nation  iif  Indians,  subject  to  revert  to  the  United  Stales  in  ease  nf 
removal  from  the  reservation.  The  petitioners  state  that  they  are  insolvent,  and  indebted  to  une  William 
H.  Salmon,  of  South  Carolina,  to  whom  they  have  assit;'ned  said  section  (jf  si.x  hundred  and  forty  acri's  of 
land  in  satisfaction  of  his  claim  against  them.  They  exhibit  an  assignment  or  transfer  of  an  estate  in  fee 
simple,  with  a  covenant  of  g'cneral  warranty  for  themselves,  tlieir  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  to 
said  Salmon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  pray  that  Congress  would  g'rant  a  patent  of  the  land  to  Salmon  in 
fee  simple  upon  his  paying  the  government  price  for  the  lands.  Salmon  is  not  a  partj*  t(j  this  apiilication, 
and  whether  it  is  made  with  his  knowledge,  or  at  his  instigation,  does  not  appear,  and  is  a  matter  of 
conjecture  only,  from  the  nature  of  the  petition  and  the  character  of  the  evidence  adduced  in  its  support. 

In  looking  at  this  application,  an  obvi(.ius  and  conclusive  objection  against  it  presents  itself,  arising 
from  the  form  in  which  it  is  bi'ought  here.  If  the  case  made  liy  the  pevilioner  were  a  proper  subject  of 
relief,  it  would  still  be  altogether  irregular  and  anonuihius  to  legislate  upon  it,  on  the  apjilication  (if  third 
persons.  In  this  case  the  person  for  wliose  benefit  we  are  called  upon  to  act  is  not  a  party  to  the  ]ietition. 
But  waiving  the  form  of  the  application,  and  admitting  the  iacts  stated  in  the  petition  to  be  true  to  their 
fullest  extent,  the  committee  are  still  of  opinion  the  assignment  is  void,  and  that  Congress  has  no  power 
to  giv-e  it  validity.  The  attempt  to  transfer  away  the  reversionary  interest  of  the  children  of  Thompson 
is  clearlj"  a  fraud  uiion  them,  in  case  there  are  anj'  children.  That  interest  being  secured  to  them  under 
the  treaty,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  annul  the  title  or  give  it  any  new  direction.  So 
far,  then,  as  the  children  are  to  be  aflected,  the  grant  to  SaluKju  is  of  no  avail;  and  so  far  as  the  grantors 
and  the  United  States  are  concerned,  the  committee  are  also  of  opinion  it  is  v(.)id,  it  being  the  evident 
intent  of  the  treaty  that  those  Indians  to  whom  the  reservations  were  made  under  that  article  of  the 
treaty  should  not  alienate  but  should  reside  upon  their  lands,  which  is  demonstrated  by  the  proviso  in 
that  article,  "that,  in  case  of  removal,  the  land  should  revert  to  the  United  States."  Should  the  peti- 
tioners surrender  to  Salmon,  the  right  of  the  United  States  woidd  attach  under  the  proviso.  The  attempt 
to  purchase  this  land,  to  say  nothing  of  the  suspicious  circumstance  of  the  Indians  being  the  petitioners, 
is  in  direct  violation  of  what  your  committee  conceive  to  lie  the  policy  of  the  treaty  and  of  the  rights 
secured  by  it. 

The  committee  therefore  recdnimend  the  ad(:>ption  of  the  billowing  resolution: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   509.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  LOUISIANA  FOR  LAND  TO  INHABITANTS  OF  POINT  COUPEE  FOR  EDU- 
CATION AND  REPAIRING  LEVEES,  AND  FOR  HOUSE  AND  LOT  TO  THE  PARISH  OF 
PLAQUEMINES  FOR  A  COURT  AND  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

COMJirXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErRESENTATIVES    M.VRCH    (5,    1826. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepregenlativef!  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congi'ess  assembled  : 

The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  respectfully  represent:  That  the  inhaliitants  of  Point 
Coupee,  within  this  State,  a  large  and  respectable  class  of  the  ancient  jiopulation,  sensibly  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  education,  have  represented  to  this  body  their  intention  of  establishing  a  public  semi- 
nary of  learning  within  their  settlement;  that  the  only  obstacle  to  their  progress  in  this  useful  under- 
taking has  been  the  want  of  a  suitable  lot  of  ground,  conveniently  situated  to  the  inhabitants,  to  fix  the 
aforesaid  seminary;  that  there  is  a  tract  of  this  description  containing  one  hundred  superficial  arpeuts 
belonging  to  the  public  domain,  and  formerly  an  apipurtenance  to  a  militarj'  fort  under  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, for  a  donation  of  which,  for  the  aforesaid  purposes,  the  said  inhabitants  have  petitioned  the  general 
assemlily  to  apply  to  your  honorable  body. 

The  general  assembly  further  represent  that  the  tract  hieing  small,  the  object  highly  useful,  and  as 
there  are  examples  of  the  liberality  of  Congress  in  granting  to  public  uses  lauds  that  were  applied  to  the 
same  objects  under  the  former  government  of  the  country,  they  iudulge  the  hope  that  the  tract  solicited 
will  be  granted  bj-  the  national  legislature  to  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee  fir  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

They  also  state  that  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee,  situated  near  a  remarkable  bend  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, have  been  compelled  for  many  years  to  keep  up  and  annually  repair  a  levee  of  UKire  than  ordinary 
magnitude,  in  front  of  another  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  Ignited  States,  of  forty  acres  wide,  on  the 
river;  that,  otherwise,  the   plantations  of  the  whole  settlements,  as  well  as    the  public   lands  fiir   a  great 
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number  of  leagues  in  exteut,  would  be  constantly  overflowed;  that,  in  consequence  of  the  foi-ty-acre  tract 
aforesaid  beiii"-  subject  to  falling  in  on  the  river,  it  causes  much  damage  to  the  levee,  which  had  been 
made  at  the  expense  and  bv  the  labor  of  the  inhabitants;  that  if,  however,  this  tract  belonged  to  the 
coinitv  of  Point  Coupee  instJad  of  the  public,  such  would  be  the  increased  interest  among  the  inhabitants 
to  apiilv  its  avails  to  the  keeping  up  the  levee  aforesaid  as  equally  to  protect  their  own  plantations  by 
a  stroll"-  and  durable  levee,  as  well  as  to  secure  from  future  overflows  the  immense  tract  ot  public  lands 
now  exposed  to  annual  inundation.  The  general  assembly,  therefore,  sensibly  impressed  with  the  situation 
of  the  aforesaid  settlement,  beg  leave  to  solicit  a  donation  of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  forty  acres  front,  at 
the  Point  Coupee  bend,  to  the  county  of  Point  Coupee,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  maintaining 
and  keeping  up  the  aforesaid  levee.  ,     •       ,  •       i  ,       , 

BfaulLvd,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  memorial  and  this  resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  governor 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  obtain  from  Congress  the  donations  solicited  in  the  foregoing  appeal. 

I).  C.   KERR,  Speaker  of  the  Rouf:e  of  Representatives. 
T.  POYDRAS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  deposited  in  the  ofiice  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

rj_.s .]  "  J.  VILLERS,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

New  Orle.\n-s,  February  23,  1820. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rejwesentatlves  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  in  general  assembly  convened, 
That  the  senators  of  this  State  in  Congress  be  required,  and  our  representatives  invited,  to  solicit  the 
general  government  to  grant  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  a  lot  of  ground  measuring 
three  hundred  feet  square,  together  with  the  brick  building  thereon,  for  the  reception  of  a  parish  court 
and  for  the  keeping  of  a  public  school  in  said  parish;  which  lot  of  ground  formed  a  part  of  the  quarantine 
ground  established  in  the  said  parish  in  the  year  1818. 

A.  B.  ROMAN,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representalives. 

H.  S.  THIBODEAUX,  President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  January  12,  1826. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 


19th  Con-gress.]  No.   510.  [1st  Sessiok. 

DEFENCE  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OP  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  ADJUSTING  LAND  CLAIMS  IN  EAST 

FLORIDA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXTATIVES,    BY    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    PUBLIC    LANDS,    MARCH    6,    1826. 

Washington,  Monday,  March  6,  1826. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  M.  White  that  impressions  unfavorable  to  the  com- 
missioners of  East  Florida  had  been  made  by  a  recent  publication  in  one  of  the  public  prints  of  an  extract 
from  a  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  a  gentleman  travelling  through  Florida,  and  also  by  the 
statements  of  certain  individuals  remonstrating  against  the  continuance  of  the  board,  I  feel  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  make  a  reply  to  your  department,  and  refute,  so  far  as  in  my  power,  such  illiberal  imputations.  The 
most  important  complaint  seems  to  bo  that  the  board  have,  in  their  adjudications,  permitted  counsel  to  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  board  in  argument  (which  made  it  necessary  to  have  counsel  on  both  sides)  which 
ought  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  adjudication  of  the  claims,  and  this  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging  as  much 
as  possible  the  existence  of  the  board.  It  is  true  that  most  of  the  claims  are  advocated  by  professional  men, 
who  claim  the  right  of  being  heard  on  such  questions  as  might  arise,  either  as  to  the  evidence  or  the  merits 
of  the  grants  themselves.  That  the  exercise  of  this  right,  to  present  the  cases  in  the  most  favorable  light 
to  the  board,  may  in  some  measure  have  procrastinated  and  delayed  the  progress  of  the  commission  is 
admitted;  but  that  it  was  a  privilege  that  could  not  be  denied  or  witliheld,  and  is  incident  to  the  very 
nature  of  those  claims,  must  be  asserted.  This  has  been  alleged  as  the  reason  why  the  whole  of  the  busi- 
ness has  n(3t  been  concluded. 

The  history  of  the  commission  since  its  establishment  will  prove  that  the  translators  employed  could 
not  by  anjf  industry  translate  more  than  they  have  done,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  board  in  no  case  have 
interrupted  that  part  of  tlieir  duty;  that  the  business  of  investigating  and  probing  into  the  secrets  of 
Spanish  grants,  and  bringing  to  light  frauds  and  forgeries,  would  not  be  popular  witli  persons  interested; 
and  that  those  who  were  the  moans  of  detecting  and  exposing  such  nefarious  transactions  would  thereby 
make  to  themselves  enemies,  will  be  readily  admitted,  and  was  reasonabl}' expected;  that  there  are  cases 
of  a  doubtful  and  suspicious  character,  and  which  have  been  held  back  by  the  claimants  in  the  hope  that 
the  business  might  fall  into  more  favorable  hands,  is  confidently  believed;  and  hence  a  solicitude  for  a 
change  was  calculated  on. 

Should  those  insinuations  have  weight,  I  conceive  that  it  will  be  but  justice  to  compare  the  report 
and  labors  of  the  commissioners  of  East  Florida  with  the  report  of  other  commissioners,  and  see  how  far 
they  have  fallen  short  of  others  for  the  same  length  of  time;  and  further,  to  examine  the  rules  and  princi- 
ples which  have  governed  them  in  their  decisions;  and,  should  the  subject  be  examined  according  to  the 
said  rules,  the  commissioners  of  East  Florida  feel  satisfied  that  they  will  be  released  from  such  ungenerous 
imputation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  veiy  obedient,  humble  servant, 

DAVIS  FLOYD, 
Blember  of  the  late  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  for  East  Florida. 

Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Seci-etary  of  the  Treasury. 
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P.  S. — I  iT(;-i-et  that  General  Call  ilid  imt  Hie  with  your  eonimittee  the  ihu-unieiits  tDrel'ule  the  iiiipiita- 
tion  of  !^[^.  Haiiiilton,  that  I  had  been  enqdcyeil  as  eoniisel  in  land  eases  the  titles  nt' whieli  wi-ic  beluro 
the  conunissienei's. 

[).  F. 

Sir:  It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  cniliarrassnient  that  I  foci  mj-sclf  eonipelled,  as  a  member  of  the 
late  board  of  land  commissioners  tor  East  Florida,  to  assume  the  respnnsibilitj-  uf  giving-  ludre  in  detail  a 
further  explanation  and  comment  on  the  rejiort  recently  made  by  them  to  your  de|)artment ;  and  tljis 
embarrassment  arises  chielly  from  the  circumstance  that,  owing-  to  a  slig'ht  dill'erence  of  opinion  among 
the  members  of  the  board,  no  detailed  report  could  be  framed  which  would  nicet  the  views  of  each,  and 
which  I  considered  would  be  sufficient  to  show  the  course  pursued  by  them.  It  will  be  unnecessary  for 
ine  to  include  in  the  explanations  iiuw  maiji'  mailer  which  has  already  been  connnunicated  in  former 
reports,  except  when,  from  further  exaniinaiiMn,  1  may  be  able  to  shed  additional  light  on  the  subject,  or 
show  reasons  why  the  rules  and  iirinciples  laiil  down  in  the  lirst  report  for  the  go\ernment  of  cjur  adjudi- 
cations should  be  materially  changed  in  their  import. 

No.  1  contains  -a  register  of  claims  to  lands  not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  which 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  board,  and  will  be  found  to  consist  of  royal  titles,  concessions  without  condi- 
tions, concessions  with  conditions  annexed,  and  orders  of  surve_y.  A  royal  title  is  the  highest  title  known 
by  any  law,  usage,  or  principle  existing  in  the  province  of  East  Florida.  It  was  desig-ned  to  convey  the 
fee  simple  to  the  grantee;  was  usually  made  by  the  acting  governors  of  the  province  in  the  name  of  the 
King;  contained  the  usual  words  of  perpetuity,  and  generally  had  the  metes  and  bounds  specially  set 
forth;  and,  although  it  is  believed  there  are  a  few  exceptions,  yet  this  title  may  be  said  to  bo  answerable 
to  the  patent  issued  bj-  our  g-overnment.  A  concession  without  a  condition  seems  to  ditt'er  from  a  royal 
title  only  in  this:  most  of  the  royal  titles  have  the  metes  and  bounds  designated,  while  the  concession 
has  seldom  any  identity  other  than  that  the  grantee  is  entitled  to  the  (juantity  of  land  named  in  the  con- 
cession, which  is  conceded  in  absolute  property;  but  when  jjroperly  surveyid  and  certified,  the  concession 
was  perfected  by  the  royal  title.  In  concessions  with  conditions  it  was  always  expected  by  the  ."Spanish 
authorities  that  the  grantee  would  comply  with  them,  and  not  until  then  could  he  obtain  a  royal  title;  yet, 
in  the  proof  of  conditions  performed,  it  is  believed  that  they  were  never  very  rigorous.  Orders  of  survey 
were  generallj'  predicated  upon  concessions  previously  granted,  yet  a  few  have  come  before  the  board  that 
were  not,  but  were  made  by  the  deputy  governor  (as  he  states  in  his  testimony)  under  a  verlial  order 
from  the  g'overnor.  In  no  case,  however,  has  the  quantity,  when  confirmed,  exceeded  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  and  not  then  until  the  claimant  proved  that  he  had  been  in  the  actual  possession  and  cultivation 
of  the  land  at  and  previous  to  February  27,  1819.  In  deciding  on  the  cases  comprised  under  the  above 
heads,  the  board  has  in  all  cases  of  royal  titles  and  concessions  without  condition,  when  the  documents 
relating  to  them  were  found  among  the  archives  of  the  country,  and  nothing  in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
could  be  alleged  against  them,  and  when  the  quantity  did  not  exceed  one  thousand  acres,  considered 
itself  bound  to  grant  certificates  of  confirmation  to  the  claimants;  and  in  all  cases  over  one  thousand  and 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  \vhen  the  party,  in  addition  to  the  above,  proved  that  he 
was  in  the  actual  possession  and  cultivation  of  the  land  at  the  time  of  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  the  board  likewise  considers  itself  bound  to  grant  a  certificate  of  confirmation  t(^  the  claimant; 
and  also,  in  addition  to  the  above,  in  the  case  of  a  concession  with  conditions,  when  the  claimant  proved 
that  the  conditions  had  been  substantially  performed. 

No.  2  contains  a  reg'ister  of  claims  not  exceeding-  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  which,  although 
found  to  be  valid  Spanish  g-rants,  have  not  been  confirmed  for  want  of  proof  of  actual  possession  and 
cultivation  at  the  time  of  the  late  cession.     They  will  be  found  to  consist  of  royal  titles,  &c.,  as  in  No.  1. 

No.  3  contains  a  register  of  claims  over  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  which  liave  been  found 
among  the  public  archives  of  the  country,  and  have  been  ascertained  by  the  commissioners  to  be  valid 
Spanish  grants,  and  have  been  reported  to  Congress  for  confirmation.  In  reporting  these  cases,  it  is 
necessary  to  state  that  the  commissioners,  although  this  subject  has  occupied  their  continued  and  special 
examination,  have  been  unable  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  calculated  to  alter  the  rules  laid  down  in  tlioir 
former  report,  by  which  their  adjudications  had  been  regulated  and  governed.  From  the  most  correct 
information  which  we  have  received,  it  is  believed  that  rules  and  regulations  for  the  granting  of  lands 
different  from  those  in  other  Spanish  provinces  were  established  in  East  Florida.  In  East  Florida  the  gover- 
nors seem  to  have  exercised  a  discretionary  power  in  granting-  away  the  public  land  for  various  purposes, 
and  to  all  such  as  applied  to  them  for  it;  and  the  commissioners  of  East  Florida  have  been  much  perplexed 
in  endeavoring-  to  find  out  the  limits  of  their  authority  on  this  subject,  but  hitherto  their  researches  and 
endeavors  have  been  fruitless  and  in  vain.  That  the  governors  have  uniformly  exercised  a  discretionary 
power  is  clearly  to  be  inferred  from  their  acts.  The  first  governor  after  the  cession  of  the  province  to 
Spain  by  Great  Britain  in  1783  made  no  grants  for  land,  or  but  few,  and  those  only  for  small  quantities; 
the  one  who  succeeiled  him,  GJovernor  Quesada,  estalilished  and  published  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
distribution  of  the  public  lands,  one  of  which  was  the  ajipointment  of  a  commissioner,  who,  with  the 
assistance  of  a  surveyor,  was  specially  intrusted  with  the  distriliution  of  public  lands.  This  they  did  in 
the  following-  proportions:  to  the  head  of  each  family  one  hundred  acres,  and  to  other  mendiers  of  the 
family,  whether  of  either  sex,  white  or  black,  fifty  acres;  yet,  notwithstanding,  we  find  Governor  Quesada 
making  grant.s  in  violation  of  those  rules.  Governor  White,  the  successor  of  Quesada.  established  diflerent 
rules  and  regulations,  reduced  the  quantitj'  allowed  to  the  heads  and  other  members  of  the  family,  and 
added  the  condition  often  years'  possession  before  the  party  was  entitled  to  a  roj-al  title;  he  is  also  found 
to  depart,  in  some  cases,  from  the  rules  laid  downi  by  himsidf,  and  likewise  by  Governor  Quesada.  There 
is  also  a  distinguishing  peculiarity  in  the  phraseology  of  the  royal  titles,  for  they  invariably  recite  a  right 
in  the  governors  to  grant  the  land,  from  -wliich  it  is  clearly  to  be  inferred  that  the  governors  considered 
themselves  entitled  to  and  did  exercise  a  discretionary'  power  of  granting  the  public  land  to  such  as  made 
application  for  it,  and  in  such  (piantities  as  they  conceived  tended  most  to  the  advancement  of  the 
population  and  improvement  of  the  country.  An  examination  of  the  corres]iondence  between  the  King 
and  the  intendants  shows  that  the  latter  were  particularly  charged,  especially  in  East  Florida,  to  promote 
the  population  and  improv(>ment  of  the  provinces  under  their  charge,  by  all  the  prudential  means  in  their 
power.  To  this  avoiced  end  and  ijurjiose  we  find  all  the  governors  giving  grants  of  land  for  agriculture, 
for  pasture,  for  grist  and  saw-mills,  fjr  tanneries,  and  finally,  for  losses  and  military  services,  each  of 
which  seem  to  come  within  the  scope  of  their  discretionary  powers;  and  I  think  (with  a  few  exceptions) 
that,  until  about  the  year   1814,  they  may   be  considered  to  have  been  regulated   by  a  sound  discretion, 
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bounded  by  reason  and  justice.  About  the  year  1814,  eitlier  from  the  expectation  that  the  country  would 
in  a  short  time  be  transferred  to  the  United  States,  or  from  some  other  cause  unknown,  the  governors  of 
FKjrida  lost  sij<-lit  of  those  great  h-ading  objects  and  principles  of  their  sovereign,  and  were  apparently 
regulated  only  by  a  wish  to  satisfy  the  avarice  of  all  who  applied  to  them  for  lands.  There  is  one  rule 
which  it  is  considered  it  would  not'he  unreasonaldc  t.i  appily  in  the  adjustment  of  those  claims;  it  is,  that 
where  an  ap])lication  was  made  for  a  grant  of  land  as  a  remuneration  for  merit >rious  services,  or  other 
object  embraced  in  the  general  policy  of  the  government,  and  the  grant  was  made  accordingly,  and  the 
8a'me  individual  made  a  second  application  for  remuneration  for  the  same  services,  which  was  also  conceded, 
that  it  is  but  just  to  consider  that  the  lirst  was  full  and  ample  unless  otherwise  expressed  in  the  grant 
itself;  and  tliat  the  subsei|uent  grant  was  an  assumption  of  jiower  not  warranted  by  the  laws  and  usages 
nor  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  government.  The  commissioners  have  not  considered  themselves  authorized 
to  do  more  than  prejiare  the  cases  in  such  manner  as  tn  enable  Congress  to  come  at  the  merits  of  the 
claims;  indeed,  it  would  seem  too  much  like  arrogance  in  them  to  point  out  rules  to  govern  Congress, 
when  their  limited  means  of  information  are  considered. 

No.  4  contains  a  register  of  claims  under  the  donation  act  of  1824,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  which  have  been  contirmed  by  the  board  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  the  claimant  was  twenty- 
one' years  of  age,  the  head  of  a  family,  and  had  never  received  from  the  British  or  Spanish  governments 
any  written  evidence  of  a  title  to  land,"and  was  actually  settled  on  and  cultivated  the  same  at  and  previous 
to  "February  27,  1819. 

No.  5  contains  the  register  of  claims  under  the  aforesaid  act,  which  have  been  reported  to  Congress 
on  the  ground  that  the  settlement  was  made  between  February  21,  1819,  and  July  17,  1821,  the  time' of 
the  change  of  goverimients. 

No.  6  contains  the  register  of  claims  derived  from  the  Spanish  government  by  written  evidence, 
which  have  been  ascertained  to  be  valid  Spanish  grants,  and  have  been  reported  to  Congress  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  undefined  in  quantity. 

No.  7  contains  tlie  register  of  claims  not  exceeding  throe  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  founded  on 
British  grants,  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  board  as  valid  on  jn'oof  of  their  recognition  by  the  late 
Spanish  authorities,  and  of  cases  over  one  thousand  where  actual  possession  and  cultivation  has  been 
shown. 

No.  8  contains  a  register  of  town  lots  and  out-lots  founded  on  actual  possession  and  occupation  previous 
to  February  22,  1819.  and  were  conlirnied  upon  proof  that  the  claimants  were  in  actual  possession  at  and 
previous  to  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  by  and  with  consent  of  the  Spanish  government. 

No.  9  contains  a  register  of  a  chxss  of  cases  differently  situated  from  all  the  foregoing,  and  hence 
entitled  to  diflerent  rules  in  their  adjudication.  Those  contained  in  the  foregoing  numbers  were  regularly 
filed  in  the  proper  "otfice,  and  were  entitled  to  all  the  legal  presumption  in  their  favor  which  applies  to 
records  in  <iur  government;  these  grants  were  found  in  the  possession  of  the  claimants,  while  no  trace 
could  be  found  of  their  existence  in  the  archives  of  the  country',  which  circumstance,  coupled  with  the 
notoriously  bad  character  of  the  officer  whose  name  and  official  certificate  they  all  bear,  cast  a  shade  of 
suspicion  over  them,  which  applies  to  all  those  similarly  situated.  The  board  of  commissioners,  in 
adjudicating  upon  them,  have  required  the  claimant  to  prove  the  execution  of  them  and  to  account  for 
their  not  being  among  the  archives  of  the  country,  although  in  many  cases  tlie  proof  is  pretty  positive; 
yet,  from  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  numerous  cases  of  a  similar  character,  it  has  not  been  of 
that  description  which  is  calculated  to  make  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  fact  sworn  to.  The 
witnesses,  although  by  the  rules  of  evidence  they  are  perfectly  Competent,  yet,  from  their  interest  in  the 
principle  sought  to  be  established,  and  on  other  grants  of  a  like  character,  their  credibility  is  much 
lessened  The  board  has  considered  itself  justified,  nay,  bound  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  relax  in  some  cases 
the  rules  of  evidence;  otherwise,  many  frauds  and  forgeries  would  remain  undetected.  That  there  are 
cases  of  that  description  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  it  will  be  found  by  the  existing  rules  of  evidence  in 
courts  of  law,  to  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  detect  them.  The  board  has  used  all  the 
means  in  its  power  without  as  yet  being  able  to  report  on  any  but  a  few.  Indeed,  such  has  been  the 
reluctance  in  submitting  these  cases,  the  board  was  unable  to  pass  an  act  upon  them  from  an  alleged 
ability  and  intention  of  the  parties  to  remove  the  suspicion  entertained  of  their  validity.  That  many  of 
the  grants  which  have  been  withheld  bj' the  parties  for  the  purpose  of  producing  additional  testinn)ny  are 
good  and  valid  I  would  not  be  willing  to  deny,  but  that  others  are  shrouded  in  doubt  and  suspicion  I  feel 
bound  to  assert.  The  commissioners,  in  reporting  a  grant  as  a  valid  Spanish  grant  and  recommending'  it 
for  confirmation,  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  intimating  to  what  extent  it  ought  to  be  confirmed;  the 
known  ability  of  the  land  committee  and  their  superior  knowledge  of  the  various  laws  relative  to  the 
distribution  of  public  lands  in  all  the  provinces  of  North  America,  together  with  the  distinguished  liberality 
of  Congress,  forbid  it. 

The  circumstance  of  the  board  having  been  at  all  times  pressed  with  business  for  its  decision  will 
alTord  a  reason  why  many  of  the  more  important  cases  were  not,  by  some  coercive  measure  of  the  board, 
brought  forward  and  determined.  We  conceived  it  just  to  give  a  reasonable  time  for  preparing  tes- 
timony, &c. 

I  would  remark,  further,  that  from  reports  which  were  circulating  in  the  country,  and  from  the 
instructions  received  from  the  President,  we  have  been  extremely  cautious  in  passing  on  any  grant  until, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  every  kind  of  examination  had  been  made,  not  only  of  the  original  records 
and  papers  in  the  office,  but  even  to  inquire  of  the  old  inhabitants  whether  they  knew  of  any  circumstance 
wliicli  went  to  impeach  the  particular  grant  named.  This  duty  devolved  on  the  district  attorney;  and  in 
no  case  whatever  has  the  board  finally  passed  on  it  until  answered  bj'  that  officer  that  he  had  nothing,  or 
nothing  further,  to  allege  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  found  by  an  examination  of  the  cases  reported,  that  to  each  is  an  opinion,  stating,  as 
concisely  as  practicable,  1he  facts  relating  to  it,  and  the  deductions  drawn  from  them.  This  course  was 
thought  better  than  to  arrange  any  large  number  of  claims  together,  and  give  an  opinion  embracing  all, 
as,  although  similar  to  a  certain  extent,  not  so  much  so  as  to  justify  it.  It  is  also  a  source  of  some 
mortification  to  me  to  understand  that  our  reports  are  considered  too  voluminous.  The  act  organizing  the 
board  recpiires  the  commissioners  to  appoint  a  secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record,  in  a  book  for 
the  purpose,  the  deraignment  of  title,  and  also  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  and  at  particular  periods  to 
transmit  copies  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  hj  him  laid  before  Congress.     This,  we 
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luinibly  coiiceivc,  is  all  lliat  «!■  liavc  il.in,.;  and  iftliiit  is  tnw  niucli,  \vc  rc.i^-ivt  tliut  we  IkkI  ikiI  brcn  suiiiicr 
inlunncd  of  our  error.     It  pnjcccdcd  Iruni  a  mistakr  in  judt^'in^-  ot'  the  jimxjsii.ns  cil'th,.  act. 

For  tlic  royal  orders,  rules,  and  re;;-ulati(ins,  and  more  detaileil  coniimnt  iqion  each,  see  repurt  .\ci    1 
of  our  liciard,  made  to  the  sessions  of  18^:i  and  1824. — (See  No  413.) 


All  wliirli  is  resi)eetfully  submitted,  A;t 
Hon.  l!i(  ii.W'.D  ill  sii. 


DAVIS  FLOYD. 


19th  Congre.?s.]  No.   511.  [1st  Se.-^sion. 

AITLICATION  FOH  FFRTlIEi;  KFLIEF  TO  rUKCIIASERS  OF  PUHLItJ  LANDS  I'.Y   AD.MlTTlN(i 
THE  RETENTION  OF  A  FOimON  OF  THE  LAND. 

COMMUXIC.UED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KErRESEXTATIVES    M.XRCH    7,    1826. 

Mr.  YiXTON",  from  the  (.'nmniittee  on  FuMie  Lands,  to  wliuui  was  referred  the  resolutio]!  of  Feliruarv  SI, 
182l),  direeting-  "  an  inijuiry  into  the  e.\|iedieney  of  autln  irizing'  by  law  the  le^'al  holder  of  any  certilieato 
of  further  credit  for  the  public  lauds  to  relin(|uisli,  \\y  leg-al  subdivisions  to  the  United  States,  either 
by  an  ea^f  and  irrst  or  by  a  north  and  ttoiilh  line,  as  may  best  suit  the  holder  of  any  certificate  as  afore- 
said, and  also  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  holder  of  any  certificate  of  furtlicr  credit  to 
relinquish,  by  a  legal  subdivision  as  aforesaid,  any  nundjer  of  acres  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  a 
quarter  section,"  reported: 

That  as  early  as  the  year  lliKj  the  foundation  of  the  present  land  system  was  established;  that  tlio 
acts  of  Congress  of  1800  and  1804  were  but  modifications  and  improvements  on  the  foundations  of  the 
act  of  1*196;  alt  the  laws  that  ijave  been  passed  by  Congress,  from  the  origin  of  the  plan  to  the  pre.3ent 
•  day,  having  relation  to  the  surveying  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  have  only  been  to  remedy  defects 
discovered  by  experience  in  the  operations  of  the  system.  A  general  uniformity  in  the  manner  of  sur- 
veying and  subdividing  the  public  lands,  as  also  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  them,  has  always  been  in  the 
view  of  Congress  in  every  regulation  on  the  subject.  All  the  public  surveying  has  been  done,  and  all  sub- 
divisions of  tracts  made,  to  conform  to  the  general  system  of  survej'ing  in  squares.  All  the  land  offices 
created  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  have  been  put  into  operation,  and  all  sales  and  surrenders  made 
have  been  in  conformity  to  this  admirable  iilan.  All  the  maps  and  plans  of  the  public  lands  are,  so  far  as 
surveying  has  been  done,  made  out  with  reference  to  this  division  by  squares.  The  conuuittee  think  that 
a  large  proportion  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  for  whose  benefit  the  act  of  March  2,  1821,  and 
the  several  acts  extending  and  amending  its  provisions,  was  passed,  have  profited  by  those  laws  and 
obtained  relief;  and  although  the  committee  are  prepared  to  extend  to  others,  who  have  not  availed  them- 
selves of  those  laws,  further  time  to  do  so,  yet  the  committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  afl'ord  that  relief, 
to  change  the  whole  land  s^'stem  of  the  Union,  and  intniduce  a  new  principle  in  reference  to  surveys  that 
would  not  only  be  productive  of  additional  expense  to  the  public,  but  be  the  source  of  endless  confusion 
in  all  the  land  department,  from  the  General  Land  Office  down  to  the  most  subordinate  agent. 

The  committee  therefore  present  the  fnllowing  resolution: 

Rcf^olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds   be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 


19th  Coxgress.J  No.   512.  [1st  Session. 

TO  VEST  THE  FEE  SIMPLE  IN  SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  INDIANA  IN  THE  TRUSTEES  APPOINTED 

BY  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

COjn[l'XIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOfSE    OF    REPRESEXT.ITIVES    M.^RCH    T,    1826. 

Mr.  Jexxixgs,  of  Indiana,  from  the  dimmittee  on  Public  Lands,  instructed  liy  a  rosoluticm  of  the  House,  of 
the  2Tth  January,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  vesting  the  fee  simple  of  the  lands  set  apart  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  the  lllimiis  grant  in  the  trustees  appointed,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  apipoinled, 
under  the  direction  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  their  successors  in  office,  reported: 

That,  by  the  act  of  Congress  enabling  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  approved  April  19,  1816,  the  United  States  became  bounded  by  compact  to  the  State  of 
Indiana,  upon  the  admission  (jf  said  State  into  the  I^nion,  where  the  sections  numbered  sixteen  in  each 
township  bad  "  been  sold,  granted,  or  disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  and  most  contiguous 
to  the  same,  sliould  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use  of  schools." 

That,  in  pursuance  of  such  compact,  an  act  of  Ctmgress  was  passed  entitled  ".Vn  act  authnrizing  the 

location  of  certain  schonl  lamls  in  the  State  of  Indiana,"  apjiroved  May  7,  1822,  by  the  provisions  of  which 

the  register  of  the  land  office   at  Brookville  was  authorized  to  select  school  lands  within  the  sai  !  district 

e(piivalent  to  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  reservatiun,  conimtmly  called   Clark's  grant,  fur  tho  use  uf 
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schools  witliin  tlie  Riiinc.  Tlio  solectiou  and  location  of  said  lauds  have  been  made  in  conformity  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid;  hut  their  relative  situation  in  reference  to  Clark's  grant  is  too  remote  to 
render  it  practicalile  for  tiie  inhabitants  of  said  grunt,  for  whose  use  those  lands  have  been  set  apart,  to 
preserve  them  from  waste,  (jr  to  avail  themselves  of  such  use  without  incurring  considerable  expense  and 
ultimate  losses.     The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill. 


19th  Cg.vgkess.]  ^O-    513.  [1st  Session. 

AUTUOIUTY   TO    MICHIGAN    TO    LEASE    SCHOOL    LANDS. 

COMMU.N'ICATED  TO  THE  UOfSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  10,   1826. 

Mr.  Yi.vTOx,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  January  25, 1826, 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of 
Miciiig-an,  (agreeably  to  their  memorial  of  November  23, 1824, )  an  authority  to  lease  the  school  sections 
in  each  township  in  said  Territory,  and  to  make  such  other  regulation.s  as  will  prevent  waste  and 
render  them  iiruductive,  reported: 

That  the  iuiportanco  of  these  grants  to  new  settlements,  where  the  lands  can  be  made  immediately  pro- 
ductive, and  the  jiroceeds  applied  to  the  support  of  schools,  is  so  obvious,  the  earliest  measures  should  be 
taken  to  give  effect  to  the  design  of  the  government  in  making  those  appropriations. 

The  committee  are  informed  that  several  sections  of  these  lands  in  the  Micliigan  Territory  are  already 
under  a  state  of  improvement;  but,  as  no  authority  is  vested  in  the  local  government  to  lease  them,  and 
appropriate  the  proceeds  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  the  object  for  which  they  were  designed  is  not  only  for 
the  time  being  defeated,  but  the  land  is  impoverislied,  and  every  year  rendered  less  valuable  by  occupants 
over  whom  the  local  authoritic^s  have  no  control.  Strong  doubts,  however,  are  entertained  of  the  propriety 
of  authorizing  a  territorial  legislature  to  grant  leases  for  a  term  of  time  beyond  which  the  territorial 
government  will  probably  exist.  And  in  conferring  the  authority  asked  for  upon  the  legislative  council 
of  Micliigan,  it  is  believed  that  it  should  be  done  witii  a  limitation  to  a  short  period  of  time,  and  have  fixed 
upon  the  term  of  four  years. 

The  committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  accompany  their  report  by  a  bill  to  that  effect. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   514.  [1st  Sessiok. 

CORRECTION  OF  AN  ERROR  MADE  AT  THE  LAND  OFFICE  AT  CINCINNATI. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  14,  1826. 

Mr.  Test,  from  the  Conniiittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob 

Hampton,  reported: 

That  they  have  given  to  the  petition  and  the  documents  exhibited  to  them  such  consideration  as  they 
merit.  The  petitioner  sets  forth  that  in  1816  he  purchased  the  fractional  section  No.  T,  in  township  No. 
14,  and  range  1  west,  which  called  for  .334.50  acres,  at  two  doHars  i)er  acre;  that  previous  to  the  purchase 
he  had  viewed  the  jiremises,  and  was  under  an  impression  that  it  contained  something  more;  that,  when 
they  went  to  make  the  entry,  they  suggested  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Cincinnati,  where  they 
made  the  entry,  that  the.y  thuught  there  was  more  land  in  the  fraction  tlian  334.50,  and  that  if  there  was 
he  should  not  be  able  to  pay  it  out  of  the  office,  as  he  had  no  more  money  than  would  paj'  for  that  quantity. 
The  register  assured  them  there  was  no  more;  but,  for  fear  there  was  some  mistake  about  it,  they  recpiired 
him  to  search  a  second  time,  which  he  did,  and  told  them  he  need  not  fear  to  buy  it,  for  if  there  should  be 
more,  it  would  not  justify  them  in  being  at  the  expense  of  resurveying  it  to  correct  the  mistake;  whereupon 
he  concluded,  and  did  [mrchase  the  said  fraction,  and  paid  the  full  amount  thereof,  and  got  a  final  receipt 
of  the  register,  and  sent  on  for  his  jiatent,  which  issued  accordingly;  that  when  it  came  to  Cincinnati  the 
register  refused  to  give  it  up  to  him  until  he  paid  for  the  balance  of  the  land,  which  he  stated  to  be  a  very 
considerable  sum  of  money;  that  they  did  not  receive  the  patent  at  Cincinnati  till  sometime  in  June,  1824; 
that  in  the  meantime,  from  his  entering  tlie  land  until  the  ]iatent  issued,  being  necessitated  to  do  so,  he 
sold  all  the  land  but  105  acres  (which  he  conveyed  by  deed  of  gift)  at  so  low  a  rate  (supposing  there 
could  be  no  further  demands  on  him  concerning  it)  that  he  did  not  receive  for  the  whole,  including  the  105 
acres  conveyed  as  above,  the  original  purchase  money  and  the  interest  thereon;  that  he  has  given  his 
obligations  to  make  titles  in  fee  simple  for  the  whole,  which  he  is  unable  to  do  for  the  want  of  the  patent; 
that  if  the  mistake  had  been  made  known  to  him  before  he  disposed  of  the  land  in  the  manner  he  did,  or 
within  five  years  after  he  made  his  entry,  he  could  have  made  out  to  pay  the  balance  in  some  way  or  other, 
but  tliat  it  is  now  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  do  so,  and  that  he  is  placed  in  very  embarrassed  circum- 
stances in  consequence  of  having  made  sale  of  the  laud.  Wherefore,  he  prays  that  he  may  be  enabled 
to  retain  the  land,  and  receive  his  patent  by  paying  for  the  land  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre 
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the  present  miiiiiniiiii  price.     Your  committee,  I'nnn  evidence  submitted  I(j   llicm,  are  salislicd  dfllir  Inilh 
of  the  statements  made  in  the  petiti<.in,  and  that  the  pctitiuner  duji'iit  to  ha\c  iclic  I'. 

It  appears  by  the  atiidavit  of  .\ndrew  Hampton,  who  entered  thi'  land  tni-  liinj,  ihat  the  mislak<' 
originated  with  tlie  register  of  tiie  himl  oltice  at  Cincinnati,  and  after  a  canlinii  l.y  the  alliaiil,  and  '»i  a 
second  examination  liy  tlie  register;  that  the  petitioner  acted  fairly  and  honestly  in  the  \vlinli>  1 1  aiis.iciinn. 
It  further  appears  by  the  letter  of  the  t'ommissioiier  of  the  (jenei-al  Land  Ollire  thai  ihe  |).t  it  innec  Ims 
paid  up  the  full  amount  for  the  fraction  according  to  the  representation  maile  In  hini,  and  llial  a  patent  has 
issued  to  him  for  the  land.  It  appears  from  the  same  letter  that  the  nnmlier  ut  aens  aelnally  paid  fnr 
b}'  the  petitioner  was  334^;  that  the  quantity  contained  in  tlie  fiaetion  is  ."):;.'i.S4.  ( 'alculaluig  lliese  :v.'Ak 
acres  at  twfi  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  quantity  ultimately  discovered  to  he  mntaineil  in  it  at  one-  dollar  ;ftid 
twenty-live  cents  per  acre,  it  will  appear  that  he  has  oveipaid  for  the  wlmle  eleven  dollars  and  eighly- 
five  cents.     Wherefore,  your  committee  report  a  bill  fnr  his  relief. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  515.  [1st  Session-. 

CLAIM  FUK  LXUKMNITY    FOR   LOSS  OCCASIONED  BY  DEFECT  OF  TITLE  TO  LAND  IX  THE 
VIRGINIA  MILITARY  RESERVE  DERIVED  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

coMSirxicvTEr.  to  the  hm-se  of  rkpresext.wives  M.iitcii  14,  182(3. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Joseph  Miller,  reporteil: 

The  petitioner  states  that  Justus  Miller,  deceased,  in  his  lifetime,  pttrchased  of  Seymour  Powell 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  Virginia  military  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
for  a  valuable  consideration;  that,  by  a  decisii>n  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  the  heirs  of 
the  said  decedent,  of  whom  the  petitioner  is  one,  have  been  deprived  of  the  said  tract  of  laml:  Wherefore, 
Congress  is  solicited  for  relief. 

The  committee  tind  in  "  Wlieaton  a  report  of  the  decision  alluded  to,  the  style  of  which  I's  Miller  and 
others  v,v\  Kerr  and  others.  It  appears  that,  through  mistake,  a  warrant  for  2,663|  acres  issued  to 
Seymour  Powell,  as  heir-atdaw  of  Thomas  Powell,  for  services  rendered  in  the  Virginia  continental  Hue, 
when  it  should  have  lieen  for  services  performed  in  the  State  line;  that,  July  10,  1800,  Justus  Miller 
purchased  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres  of  land,  covered  by  a  part  of  this  warrtint.  received  an 
assignment  of  the  plat  and  certificate,  and,  in  February,  1808,  obtained  a  patent.  The  same  land  was 
entered  by  John  Neville  in  May,  ISOt),  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  granted  for  services  in  the  Virginia  conti- 
nental line,  and  was  patented  to  his  heirs  April  30,  1S07.  Neville's  heirs,  having  the  elder  patent, 
instituted  an  action  of  ejectment  against  ililler's  heirs,  who,  supposing  themselves  possessed  of  the 
earlier  and  better  equitable  title,  filed  their  bill  to  stay  the  proceedings  at  law,  and  to  compel  the  defendants 
to  convey. 

The  question  presented  by  tlie  facts  for  the  consideration  of  the  Supreme  Court  was,  shall  a  prior 
entry  and  survev'  on  a  warrant  issued  through  mistake  prevail  over  a  senior  patent  ?  Their  answer  is  in 
the  negative.  Judge  Todd,  however,  who  rendered  the  oiiinion  of  the  court,  declares  the  case  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiffs  a  hard  one,  and  that  "they  have  strong  claims  on  the  liljerality  and  justice  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  Virginia." 

The  committee  will  remark  that  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  ceding  to  the  United  States  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  reserved  that  piortion  of  it  which  is  situated  between  the  Little  Miami  and 
Scioto  rivers  to  satisfy  the  holders  of  warrants  which  emanated  for  services  performed  in  the  Virginia 
line  on  continental  establishment.  By  the  act  of  cession  the  general  government  acquired  the  fee  simple 
as  a  trustee,  and  became  bound  to  prescribe,  hy  legislative  provisions,  the  manner  of  making  grants. 
This  was  done  in  due  time. 

With  this  view  of  the  facts,  and  in  full  conviction  of  the  justness  of  the  decision  of  the  case  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  committee  are  unable  to  discover  any  obligation  on  the  general  government  to  g'raut 
the  relief  sought  by  the  petitioner.     Therefore,  the  following  resolution  is  recommended: 

Besolved,  That  the  prav'er  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


19th  Congress.!  N"o.   516.  [1st  Session. 


CLAIM  TO  LAND  IN  MISSISSIPPI  DERIVED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  GOVERN.MENT. 

COMMTXIC.WEn    To    THE    SEN.iTE    JLVRCII    14,     182(5. 

General  Laxp  Office.  Marrli  11.  182G. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor   to  enclose  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  cojiy  nf  the  evidence 
taken,  and  of  the  decision  of  the  register  and   receiver  of  the  land  ollice  at  Jackson  Court-house,  iu  the 
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State  of  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Woodson  Wren,  in  pursuance  of  the  requisitions  of  the 
act  of  Conuress  passed  March  3,  1823,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  ^^^    GRAHAM. 

Hon  J.  C.  Cauioi-k,  Vice  rremknt,  and  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates. 


•  I{e2Jort  on  the  claim  of  Woodson  Wren. 

Land  Office  at  Jacksox  C.  H.,  3E.ss.,  Jidy  12,  1823. 

The  ren-ister  ami  iTceiver  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Jackson  Court-house,  Mississippi,  to  whom 

the  claim  of  W'oudson  Wren  to  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  bay  of  Biloxi,  between 

Belle   Fountain  Point  and  the   Old  French  fort,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  Littlepage 

Kobertson,  has  been  referred  by  the  act  of  Congress  entitled   "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Woodson 

Wren,"  approved  the  —  day  of  ^^ ,  1823,  report: 

That  they  have  taken  into  consideration  the  documents  of  claim  submitted  to  them  by  the  claimant, 
Woodson  Wren,  which  consist  of— 1st.  A  permission  of  settlement  granted  by  Don  Henry  Grimarest,  civil 
and  military  governor  of  the  town  of  Mobile  and  its  jurisdiction,  to  Littlepage  Kobertson,  as  a  settler  on  the 
lauds  he  occupied  at  the  bay  of  Biloxi,  dated  at  Mobile,  June  9,  1782;  2d,  a  deed  of  conveyance  from  Little- 
page Robertson  to  Woodson  Wren  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  east  side,  on  the  bay  of  Biloxi,  claimed 
under  a  Spanish  qrant  or  requete  from  Don  Henry  Grimarest,  the  Spanish  commandant  at  Mobile,  dated 
in  the  year  1812,  regularly  and  duly  authenticated  under  the  act  of  Congress  in  such  cases;  3d,  the 
affidavits  of  Pierre  Carco  and  Susan  P'ayer,  taken  before  Willoughby  Barton,  register  of  this  office,  August 
8,  1820,  proving  that  Littlepage  Robertson  settled  with  his  family  on  the  place  now  claimed  by  Woodson 
Wren,  situated  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  bay  of  Biloxi,  adjoining  View  Fort,  about  two  or  three  years 
after  the  capture  and  occupation  of  Mobile  by  the  Spaniards,  and  that  the  said  Littlepage  Robertson 
continued  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  said  place  for  many  years,  until  he  raised  his  children  to  manhood. 


The  ordinary  conditions  on  which  gratuitous  concessions  of  lands  were  made  by  the  Spanish  authorities 
of  Louisiana  were,  that  the  settler  should  commence  his  establishment  within  the  peremptory  term  of  one 
year,  the  concession  to  be  held  null  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  precise  period  of  three  years,  he  had  not 
contemplated  his  establishment  by  putting  under  cultivation  ten  arpents  in  every  hundred,  &c.,  and  made 
the  regular  barrancas,  or  levees,  bridges,  &c.  A  substantial  compliance  with  these  conditions,  however, 
seems  only  to  have  been  required — the  usages  and  customs  of  the  province;  the  title  in  form  being  granted, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  after  three  consecutive  j'ears  inhabitation  and  cultivation. 

The  concession  or  permission  of  settlement  in  question  contains  no  special  condition  by  which  the 
claim  may  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  general  regulations  of  the  Spanish  government  tisr  the 
allotment  of  lands;  and  a  substantial  performance  of  the  usual  conditions  of  inhabitation  and  cultivation, 
according  to  the  regulations,  having  been  established  by  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses,  Pierre  Carco  and 
Susan  Fayar,  we  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  claim  aforesaid  of  Woodson  Wren,  under  Littlepage 
Robertson,  is  valid,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  confirmed  by  the  United  States  for  a  quantity  not  exceeding  eight  hundred  arpents. 

W.  BARTON,  Register. 
G.  B.  DAMERON,  Receiver. 

John  McLean,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington. 


Land  Office,  Jackson  C.  H.,  llississippi,  July  12,  1823. 
Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  on  the  claim  of  AVoodson  Wren,  under  Little- 
page Robertson,  jirepared  in  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  last  session 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren." 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  BARTON,  Register. 
G.  B.  DAMERON,  Receiver. 
John  McLean,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington. 


Land  Office,  District  of  Jackson  C.  H.,  Hiss.,  Augusta,  Sq:)temher  8,  1824. 

1,  George  B.  Dameron,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Jackson  Court-house,  Mississippi,  do  hereby  certify 
the  foregoing  is  a  correct  transcript  of  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Woodson  Wren,  made  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wood 

Wren,"  approved  tljc  —  day  of ,  1824. 

G.  B.  DAMERON. 


son 
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CLAIMS   TO    LAND    IN    THE    ST.   HELENA    LAND    DISTRICT,  IN    LO  11  SI  ANA. 

COMMr.VICATED    TO    THE    IIOVSE    OF    HEPRESEN'TATIVES    MARCH    17,    1820. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Cdinmittoc  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  rcforrcd  tlio  report  of  the  rop;islor  and 
receiver  of  St.  Helena  on  land  claims  in  that  district,  with  the  sujiplenient  tliereto,  reported: 

On  April  2."i,  1812,  Cnnj^'ress  passed  an  act  "for  asccrtainint;'  the  tilh'S  and  claims  to  lands  in  that 
])art  (if  Ldnisiana  which  lies  east  i.if  the  river  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans."  Hy  this  act  it  is 
provided  that  the  country  between  the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New  Orleans  and  the  rerdido  shall 
be  divided  into  two  land  districts,  the  dividing  line  between  which  is  the  Pearl  river.  For  each  of  these 
districts  a  commissioner  is  to  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  made  to  receive  from  those  claiming  lands  in 
said  districts  all  grants,  ordens  of  survey,  or  other  evidence  of  claim  whatsoever,  derived  from  tlie  French, 
Briti.sh,  or  Spanish  governments,  and  to  record  the  same  in  a  book  of  records  to  be  by  them  kept  fur  the 
purprise. 

The  commissioners  provided  for  by  this  act  are  vested  with  a  general  power  to  inipiire  into  and  decide 
upon  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  claims  fded  with  them.  The  act  further  provides  for  the  classilication 
and  report  of  the  claims  tiled  under  it  to  Congress  for  their  revision  and  conlirmation. 

By  the  act  of  April  18,  1814,  the  time  for  tiling  titles  and  claims  under  the  former  act  is  extended  to 
the  first  day  of  November  tlien  next. 

The  connnissioners  reported,  under  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  acts  of  Congress,  such  claims  and 
titles  filed  with  them  as  thej- judged  entitled  to  confirmation  by  the  government  of  \he  United  States. 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  Congress  confirmed  all  the  titles  and  claims  reported  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  laud  districts  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  islanil  of  New  Orleans  which  iieprndi'(l  upon 
the  following  principles,  viz: 

1st.  All  con)plete  grants  from  the  Spanish  government  wliicli  were  by  the  commissioners  deemed 
"  valid,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  said  government." 

2d.  All  claims  founded  on  British  grants,  made  while  the  Floridas  were  held  by  Great  Britain,  which 
had  been  sold  and  conveyed  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  September  3,  1183,  or  which  were  settled  and  cultivated  by  pers(.ins  liaving  legal  title  at  the  date 
of  said  treatj-. 

3d.  All  claims  founded  on  orders  of  survey,  reipiete,  permission  to  settle,  or  any  written  evidence  of 
claim  derived  from  the  Spanish  authorities,  which  originated  prior  to  Decemlier  20,  1803,  where  tlie  land 
claimed  was  inhabited  and  cultivated  on  or  before  that  day.  In  this  class  of  claims,  where  the  plat  and 
certificate  of  .survey,  made  prior  to  April  15,  1813,  under  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  government,  had 
not  been  filed  with  the  commissioners  at  the  date  of  the  act,  the  C[uantity  cf  land  confirmed  to  one 
individual  was  restricted  to  1,280  acues. 

4th.  All  other  claims  to  lands  comprised  in  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  which,  in  their  opinion, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  were  confirmed  as  donations,  but  were  restricted  in  ipiantity  to  1,280  acres  to  an 
individual  claimant. 

5th.  Persons  who  inhabited  and  cultivated  lands,  and  who  had  no  written  evidence  of  claim,  where 
liabitation  and  cultivation  were  proved  to  have  conunenced  on  or  before  April  15,  1813,  were  granted  a 
donation  of  640  acres,  if  no  other  tract  had  been  continued  to  them  in  either  of  the  foregoing  classes. 

On  May  8,  1S22,  Congress  passed  an  act  confirming  ti)  claimants,  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  certain  lots, 
upon  the  same  principles  and  under  the  same  restrictions  as  are  contained  in  the  act  of  March  3,  1819, 
except  as  to  quantity.  On  the  same  day  Congress  passed  an  act  confirming  to  claimants  to  lands  east  of 
the  island  of  New  Orleans  their  titles  and  claims,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  upon  the  same  principles 
as  those  contained  in  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  in  cases  where  the  commissioners  had  made  favorable 
reports  upon  such  claims  and  titles. 

On  May  26, 1824,  an  act  was  passed  giving  to  claimants  further  time  (until  the  first  day  of  January  then 
next)  to  file  their  claims  with  the  register  and  receiver,  and  to  said  officers  to  report  upon  further  claims 
thus  filed,  under  the  restrictions  and  limitations  of  the  act  .of  March  3,  1819. 

The  register  and  receiver,  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  have  reported  sundry  claims,  which  they 
have  classified  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1819. 

In  some  of  these  classes  claims  are  reported  which  do  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  several 
acts  which  have  Ijeen  previously  passed  by  Congress  relating  to  land  titles  east  of  the  river  Mississippi 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  but  the  register  and  receiver  have  recommended  confirmations  of  titles  only 
to  the  extent  that  they  were  authorized  bj-  the  act  of  March  3,  1819. 

The  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  former  legislation  of  Congress  relative  to  land  titles  in  this 
district  of  country  has  been  sufBciently  lilieral,  and  such  as  justice  and  equity  required,  have  reported  a 
bill  to  confirm  the  titles  and  claims  reported  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  St.  Helena  land  district,  so 
far  as  they  come  within  the  purview  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  and  the  several  o*llier  acts  relating  to 
the  same  subject. 
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19th  Co.vgress.]  No.  518.  [1st  Session. 

TO  PROVIDE  AfiAIXST  FRAUDS   IN  THE  EESALE    OF   RELINQUISHED  LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    11,    1826. 

Treasury  Department,  March  15,  1826. 

Sir:  In  obcdionco  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th  instant,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  to  report  to  the  House  any  information  in  the  possession  of  the  department 
evincing  the  proprictj'  of  legislative  enactment  to  guard  the  public  interest  against  the  fraudulent  prac- 
tices of  combinations  of  individuals  in  the  resale  of  relinquished  land,  and  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the 
interest  of  the  purchasers  of  public  land,  and  the  interest  of  the  government,  will  not  be  greatly  promoted 
by  enacting  some  ])rovision  which  will  e.xtend  to  the  person,  or  his  legal  representative,  the  right  of 
repurchase  in  the  land  he  may  have  relinquished  at  a  certain  proportion  of  the  price  for  which  it  was 
originally  sold,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter,  dated  the  14th  instant,  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  the  extract  of  a  communication,  to  which  it  refers,  from  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  St.  Stephen's,  in  Alabama,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Owen,  of  Alabama,  and  to  express  my  concurrence  in  the  views  presented  by  the  Commissioner  upon  the 
subject  of  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


General  Land  Office,  3Iarch  14,  1826. 

Sir:  The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th  instant  having  been  referred  to  this 
office,  it  is  herewith  returned,  together  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  at  St.  Stephen's,  which  shows  the  nature,  object,  and  eftects  of  the  combinations  which  are 
formed  by  individuals  to  purchase  up  the  public  lands  at  public  sales. 

These  combinations  take  ]ilace,  for  tlie  most  part,  at  the  sales  of  lands  that  are  valuable  from  their 
situation,  or  from  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  upon  them  by  settlers.  It  appears  that  the  sale 
of  the  town  lots  at  the  Big  .S]iring,  in  the  Huntsville  district,  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  such  a  com- 
bination of  individuals;  and  at  the  sale  in  the  Choctaw  land  district  of  the  lands  situated  in  the  county  of 
Monroe,  which  lands  had  been  settled  previous  to  the  sale,  one  of  the  officers  states  the  speculators  had 
received  as  much  money  at  the  sale  as  the  United  .States  had. 

The  relinquished  lands  which  were  offered  for  sale  at  St.  Stephen's  and  at  Cahaba  sold  in  but  few 
instances  for  more  than  the  minimum  price,  although  much  of  this  land  was  originally  purchased  at  very 
high  prices.  It  is  understood  that  this  was,  in  a  great  measure,  occasioned  by  combinations  of  indi- 
viduals, and  it  is  appreiiended  that  similar  combinations  will  prevent  the  relinquished  lands,  which  are 
advertised  for  sale  in  May  and  June  next,  at  Huntsville,  from  yielding  to  the  treasury  the  amount  which, 
from  their  real  value,  they  ought  to  sell  for. 

The  relinquished  lands  which  are  now  subject  to  sale  are  lands  that  were  originally  purchased  at  a 
high  price,  and  the  real  value  of  which  has  been  increased  by  the  progress  of  population  and  by  improve- 
ments made  upon  them.  It  is  this  value,  compared  with  the  minimum  price  at  which  they  are  subject  to 
be  sold  at  public  sale,  that  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  combinations  of  individuals,  by  which  they  obtain 
from  the  settlers  the  difference  between  that  value  and  the  minimum  price. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  most  eflectual  enactments  to  guard  against  such  combinations,  and 
to  give  to  the  persons  who  relinquished  the  land  an  opportunity  to  repurchase  those  improved  by  them  at 
a  fair  and  reasonable  price,  would  be  to  increase  the  minimum  price  at  which  the  lands  that  have  been 
relinquished  should  be  sold  at  public  sale,  and  to  permit  the  persons  who  relinquished  to  enter  the  lands 
relinquished  by  them  within  a  given  time,  at  such  given  graduated  prices,  being  a  fixed  percentage  upon 
the  prices  originally  given,  as  Congress  in  their  wisdom  may  deem  proper;  and  I  would  recommend  that 
such  graduated  prices  be  established  as  the  minimum  price  at  which  the  relinquished  lands  should  be 
sold  at  public  sale,  provided  no  relinquished  lands  should  be  sold  at  private  or  public  sale  for  less  than 
two  dollars  per  acre. 

As  it  relates  to  the  L'uids  that  have  been  relinquished,  the  enactment  of  the  foregoing  provisions 
would  be  essentially  beneficial  to  the  government,  and  they  would  effectually  prevent  the  combinations 
complained  (if;  but  tyij  the  adoption  of  them  may  materially  aftect  the  operation  of  any  act  that  may  be 
passed  for  the  further  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  pulilic  lands,  and  may  induce  individuals  to  relinquish 
lands  which  they  (itherwise  would  not,  it  would  be  advisable  to  guard  against  such  relinquishments  by 
declaring  that  lands  hereafter  relinquished  should  not  be  subject  to  entry  by  the  party  relinquishing 
previous  to  public  sale,  and  that  they  should  be  sold  at  public  sale  on  the  ternis  and  conditions  provided 
by  the  act  for  lands  heretofore  relinquished. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  the  lands  relin(iuished  in  the  Huntsville  land  district,  amounting  to  four 
hundred  aiid  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  and  twenty-one  hundredths  acres,  which  sold 
originally  for  $3,147,232  15,  are  proclaimed  for  sale  in  the  months  of  May  and  June  next,  and  that,  if  any 
provision  is  made  in  relation  to  the  s.ale  of  the  relinquished  lands,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  made  in 
time  to  postpone  the  sale  of  these  lands. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Owen  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

All  of  which  is  respcctfullv  submitted. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


1826.J  FRAUDS    IN    RESALE    OF    RELINQUISHED    LANDS.  7G7 


La  Nil  OrFiiK,  Sf.  Sl,'jilien's,  Mny  i,  1819. 
It  WdulJ  not  be  pi'iUKT  to  uiiiit  iiotiriiii.;-  tlu'  provulciirc  (if  a  systci 

foinitcraii  nr  periiiit. 


'  -    -    '  -   —    (-, -   -  — ,v . . 

oompany  ami  actual  settlors  has  produced  the  <;-ovcniiiii'iit 
extraordinary  prices;  this  has  resulted  in  the  coni[)riiinises  in  sulise([uent  instances.  Tliis  coinliinalion 
had  been  formed,  and  was  in  operation,  several  days  before  it  was  discovered  by  the  supi'rintendents. 
No  mode  of  resisting-  its  effects  were  in  their  power,  but  exercising  their  private  ri-i-lit  of  biddint;-  up  '"i'  H'c 
lands.  Where  the  prices  were  known  to  be  g-reatly  iiiaderpiate,  tliis  was  exercised,  in  some  cases,  by  the 
superintendents. 

IS1;AEL  PU'KEXS,  n,yistrr. 
WILLIAM  (JKAAVFURD,  Jicceiver. 
JosnH  Meigs,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


Treasury  Depart.mext,  July  31,  1820. 

Sir:  I  am  this  day  authorized  by  the  President  to  request  that  you  will  instruct  tlie  rej^-isters  and 
receivers  of  the  land  offices,  especially  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  wlienever  they  perceive  that  combina- 
tions are  formed  and  acted  upon  to  prevent  a  competition,  that  tliey  are  authorized  to  liid  a  reasonable 
price  for  the  tracts  as  they  are  set  up,  according  to  the  information  they  have  in  tlieir  possession,  and  if 
no  hig-her  bid  is  otforcd  to  declare  that  the  tract  is  reserved  from  sale.  In  the  exercise  of  this  ])ower  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  not  bid  the  value  of  the  land,  and  always  cease  the  competition  on  their  part 
when  it  exists  among-  the  bidders. 

In  this  manner  the  necessity  which  has,  in  several  instances,  been  supposed  to  exist  of  postponing- 
the  sales  generally  will  probably  be  avoided. 

The  single  fact  that  the  land  does  not  sell  at  its  suppost'd  value  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  exercise 
of  the  authority  intended  to  be  given.     A  combination  to  prevent  competition  at  the  sales  for  the  benefit 
of  those  associated  must  exist.     The  combination  may,  however,  be  inferred  from  the  general  absence  of 
competition  and  other  concurrent  circumstances,  of  wliich  the  register  and  receiver  will  judge. 
I  remain  with  respect,  &c., 

\VM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

JosiAii  Meigs,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Note. — Instructions  were  issued  to  land  officers  August  2,  1820. 


WASniXGTox,  January  2,  1826. 

Sir:  Frciin  tlie  conversation  wo  had  some  days  ago  relative  to  the  future  sales  of  our  relinquished 
and  forfeited  lands,  I  am  induced  to  communicate  to  you  more  fully  my  ideas  upon  that,  ^^  !'■•<,  all-inqiortant 
subject.  The  more  reflection  I  bestow  upon  it  the  more  strongly  I  am  C(.)nvinced  that  the  two  inqiortant 
objects  that  should  be  regarded  in  all  legislation  on  this  subject  will  be  more  completely  attained — that 
is,  to  secure  the  revenue  arising-  from  this  source  to  the  government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve  the 
interests  of  that  most  imjiortant  and  valuable  class  of  our  citizens — the  planters  or  |iurchasers  wlio  seek 
land  for  actual  settlement. 

I  will  not  say  that  the  modes  heretofore  pursued  were  unjust,  but  that  they  did  operate  hardly  upon 
this  class  of  our  people  all  readily  admit:  and  that,  too.  when  no  relative  increase  was  added  to  our 
revenue.  Tlie  systems  of  speculatiiui  which  have  and  which  will  ever  exist  under  the  present  jiolicy-  were 
destructive  to  the  honest  planter  when  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  were  not  increased.  Such  has  been 
their  systematic  organization  that  the  minimum  was  received  by  the  g-overnment  when  the  planters  had 
to  give  fourfold  that  amount  for  their  lands.  This,  so  far  from  its  being-  the  policy  of  the  g-overnment  to 
encourage,  should  by  all  means  be  provided  against. 

The  plan  I  propose  is  based  upon  the  principle  that  the  lands  relinquished  or  forfeited  liave,  in  every 
instance,  sold  for  more  than  their  value.  This  was  from  causes  now  well  known,  and  gave  rise  to  the 
policy  of  extinguishing-  the  land  debt — a  policy,  by  experience,  proved  to  be  beneficial  towards  our  fiscal 
operations  and  productive  of  great  good  to  the  people. 

I  therefore  take  tlie  liberty  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  recornmending- 
to  Congress  tlie  adoption  of  the  following  system  for  the  future  disposal  of  relinquished  and  forfeited 
lands — that  is,  to  graduate  their  prices,  conforming  to  the  original  price  at  which  the  person  wiio  has 
relinquished  or  forfeited  may  have  the  riglit  of  preference  in  purcliasing.  Thus,  to  exemiilify  my  idea, 
when  lands  have  been  sold  at  twenty  dollars  or  more,  the  right  of  purchasing  at  private  sale  at  the  sura 
of  ten  dollars  per  acre;  when  it  has  sold  at  ten  dollars,  and  not  more  than  twenty,  the  right  of  purchasing, 
in  like  manner,  at  five  dollars  per  acre;  when  it  has  been  sold  at  five  dollars,  and  not  exceeding-  ten, 
at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  jicr  acre;  and  when  it  has  been  sold  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  not 
exceeding  five,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  This  graduation  has  been  taken  to  explain 
the  system.  Any  other,  making-  it  more  minute  or  extensive  in  detail,  if  deemed  proper,  can  be  taken; 
but  that  something-  upon  this  system  can  be  advantageously  done,  as  well  to  the  public  treasury  as  to  the 
individuals,  I  am  well  convinced.  To  avoid  competition,  and  the  piainful  solicitude  therewith  connected, 
the  advancement  of  the  mininniuis  stijiulated  would  be  invited.  Tliat  great  benefit  would  ri'sult  to  this 
class  of  people  will  be  admitted,  and  that  no  diminution  in  the  receipts  at  your  land  offices  would  be  the 
consequence   lam  also  well  convinced;  for  the   system,  as   before  mentioned,  adopted   by  speculators,  at 
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the  same  time  that  tliey  oppress  ;uul  niin  the  actual  settler,  prevents  the  fair  competition  which  would 
result  beneticially  to  g-ovcmment.  They  cause  the  lands  to  be  sold  at  the  minimum;  these  bring  from  the 
occupant  an  advance  with  which  they  enrich  themselves. 

The  plan  I  propose  would  give  vou  a  fair  value  for  the  public  lands;  your  oflices  would  be  at  all 
times  open;  thee.xtra  expenses  attending  a  public  sale  would  be  greatly  diminished;  the  amounts  received 
in  your  offices  would  be  increased  instead  of  lessened;  the  price  paid  for  the  lands  by  the  purchaser  would 
go  into  your  treasury  and  not  into  the  hands  of  men  couibined  and  associated  together  to  extort  from  the 
jdanter  "the  means  of  iiis  subsistence.  ...  ,  ., 

This  system  1  am  well  satisfied  will  meet  the  views  of  our  administration,  when  we,  with  grateful 
feeling,  acknowledge  the  kind  notice  taken  of  our  situation  in  recommending  a  continuance  of  our  relief 
systems.     I  hope  you  will  view  it  as  1  have,  and  express  your  assent  to  its  adoption  for  a  limited  time 

•  at  least. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       '  ■^'•'  G.  W.  OWEN. 

■  Geouge  Gr.\h.\5i,  Esq.,  Commismoner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

p.  S. — You  will  oblige  me  by  favoring  me  at  an  early  day  with  your  views  upon  this  subject. 


19rH  Congress.]  No.   519.  [1st  Session. 

REDEMPTION    OF   LANDS  SOLD   FOR  TAXES   IN   THE   TERRITORIES. 

COMMUXICATEIl  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPRESE.VT.\TIVES  MARCH  20,   1826. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  December  28,1825, 
instructing  them  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  sales  of  land  for  the 
non-payment  of  taxes  laid  thereon  by  authority  of  the  territorial  governments  shall  not  be  made  in  a 
shorter  period  than  one  year  after  such  taxes  shall  have  become  payable;  that  two  years  shall  be 
allowed  for  redenqition  upon  payment  of  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  per  centum  on  the  amount 
of  the  tax;  and  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OlBce,  or  other  proper  officer  of  the 
government  residing  at  tlie  city  of  Wasnington,  be  authorized  to  receive  such  tax  and  penalty  from 
non-resident  proprietors,  and  required  to  deposit  the  same  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  proper  terri- 
torial officer,  and  make  to  him  quarterly  returns  of  the  sums  thus  deposited,"  reported: 

It  is  very  common  for  considerable  quantities  of  land  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  to  belong 
to  persons  who  do  not  reside  in  them.  In  each  of  the  Territories,  but  especially  in  that  of  Arkansas, 
numerous  tracts  of  land  are  owned  by  non-residents.  By  the  act  of  May  6,  1812,  two  millions  of  acres 
were  set  apart  in  what  is  now  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  for  military  land  bounties.  This  tract  has  been 
surveyed  by  the  United  States,  and  many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  have  drawn  their  bounty  lands  iu 
it.  The  existing  law  of  Congress  exempts  these  lands  from  taxes  for  three  complete  years  after  the 
issuing  of  the  patent  to  the  soldier,  provided  the  title  for  that  time  remains  in  him  or  his  heirs.  These 
lands  have  been  taxed  by  the  territorial  authority.  In  ls24  and  in  1825  several  hundred  quarter-sections 
were  sold  for  the  arni.mnt  of  the  taxes  due  on  them.  On  referring  to  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of 
Arkansas  October  29,  1823,  to  regulate  the  colfection  of  taxes  on  military  bounties,  it  appears  that  the 
lands  are  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that  the  sherifl's  of  the  several  counties  are  required  to  give  "sixty 
days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place"  of  the  sale.  This  notice  is  too  short.  The  proprietors  of  these 
lands  reside,  in  greater  or  less  numbers,  in  every  State  in  the  LTnion.  And  it  is  plainlj'  impossible  for  a 
soldier,  or  any  other  man,  who  lives  in  the  remote  parts  of  New  Hampshire  or  Maine  to  receive  informa- 
tion by  the  ordinary  course  of  the  mail  that  his  lot  has  been  advertised  for  the  taxes,  and  to  send  to 
Arkansas  and  pay  them  before  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days. 

This  necessarily  produces  manifest  injustice.  As  it  respects  the  most  distant  proprietors,  their  lands 
might  as  well  be  sold  without  any  notice.  The  committee  do  not  mean  to  impute  bad  faith  to  the  local 
legislature,  or  to  intimate  that  the  authorities  of  Arkansas  have  not  been  governed  by  those  pure  and 
exalted  principles  which  ought  to  direct  and  control  every  legislative  body.  But  they  owe  it  to  candor  to 
remark  that  the  whole  course  of  legislation  upon  tliis  subject  is  characterized  by  a  looseness  altogether 
unusual.  One  year  is  allowed  for  redeeming  the  lands  sold.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  any  officer 
or  other  person  in  the  Territory  has  been  authorized  to  receive  the  redemption  money;  and  the  unfortunate 
soldier,  whose  lot  has  been  sold,  is  left  to  seek  the  purchaser,  and  if  he  cannot  find  him  he  loses  his  land. 
The  difficulties  do  not  end  here.  It  seems,  in  some  cases  at  least,  that  the  purchaser  gets  the  possession 
of  the  land  before  the  time  for  redeeming  it  expires,  and  when  application  is  made  to  hira  to  redeem  it 
he  demands  pay  for  his  improvements. 

As  more  or  less  land  in  the  Territories  will  naturally  be  owned  by  non-residents,  the  committee  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  adopt  some  general  rules  in  regard  to  lands  thus  held,  applying  to  all  the  Terri- 
tories; and  in  dding  so  thej'  have  endeavored  to  consult  the  interest  and  convenience  as  well  of  the 
Territory  as  of  the  citizen.  To  remedy  the  present,  and  to  guard  against  future  evils,  the  committee 
propiise  the  following  plan: 

1.  To  give  one  year's  notice  of  tlie  time  and  place  of  sale,  and  allow  two  years  to  redeem  in,  upon 
paying  the  amount  of  the  tax  and  tAvonty-five  ]ier  cent,  per  annum.  This  will  afford  time  enough,  and 
not  too  much,  to  distant  proprietors  to  pay  the  taxes  on  their  land  when  it  is  advertised  for  sale,  or  to 
redeem  it  when  it  has  been  sold. 

2.  To  require  the  appointment  by  the  local  authority  of  some  proper  person  to  receive  the  taxes,  and 
who  shall  reside  at  the  seat  of  the  territorial  government.  By  this  arrangement,  which  justice  and 
prudence  equally  require,  soldiers  and  others  wholiold  lands  will  know  where  to  send  to  redeem  or  to  pay 
the  taxes  on  them.  To  be  compelled  to  seek  the  ])urchaser  to  redeem  is,  in  most  cases,  tantamount  to  a 
denial  of  the  right  to  redeem. 

">.  To  secure  the  itroprietur  the  legal  title  and  possession  of  his  hind   until  the  time  for  redeeming  it 
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has  elapsed.  It  is  certainly  g'reat  injiisfiee  to  ]i(>nnit  t!i(>  purchaser  (d  lake  posscssiim  nf  hiiid  which  is 
redeemabk',  and  to  exact,  in  adililinn  in  ihe  purchase  ninney  and  the  lireniinm,  pay  I'mi-  his  iuiiirdvements. 
This  reg'uhitiou,  therefore,  -wliih'  it  will  not  interlere  witii  the  interest  of  llic  'IViiitmy,  will  secure  the 
ackuowledj;-ed  rig-hts  of"  the  ]iroprietor. 

4.  To  ap])oint  an  aji'ent  lor  nou-rrsidents,  ;it  I  ho  city  ol'  A\  ashiiiLitou,  to  icci'Inc  I. in  is  and  icdcuipl  ion 
money,  and  to  place  the  same  to  the  cre(|it  of  tlio  proper  Tciriti  a'v.  And  fn-  llio  purpose  ,,l'  lesseniu'j,- 
still  further  the  c.\p<'nse  to  soldiers  ami  others,  to  re(pnie  the  l^hn  eiiior  of  each  Terrilorv  to  send  to  llie 
Couunissioner  of  the  (ieucral  Land  Ollice  coinph'le  lists  of  the  lauds  adverlisc(|  lor  sale  and  of  Ihuse  seld, 
for  the  licuelit  ot'  the  a^'cut   for  uou-resideids. 

It  is  further  projiosed  to  olili.ij,-e  this  an'iMd  to  ^'ive  honds  for  the  faitlil'iil  performance  ol'  his  dul  ies;  to 
allow  him  a  small  jtercentao-e  and  fees,  to  make  the  ollice  no  char^'i'  to  the  I'nited  States;  and  to  lindt 
the  period  of  the  a,trencv.      The  committee  think  this  a!j,-cncy  will  result  in  tin'  foljowini;'  advaida.ncs: 

1.  It  will  alTord  to  the  soldier  and  others  the  safest  and  cheapest  niodi'  of  paying;'  their  taxes  and 
rcdeemin,LJ,'  their  lands. 

2.  It  will  secure  to  the  'ferritory,  espi'cially  when  lauds  are  hiil  olf  for  its  heueht.  more  money  and  a 
sound  currency.  'I'his  will  he  of  no  small  advautaj;'e  when  it  is  I'onsidereil  that  the  value  (■!'  Ilie  local 
currency  is  often  ji'reatly  dc]U'eciated. 

At  the  sales  of  the  military  houiity  lands  for  taxes  in  Arkansas,  in  ls24-''2ri,  many  of  them  were 
struck  off  to  the  Territory.  As  thi'  usual  power  of  t'ong'ress,  reserved  in  all  olhi^r  cases,  of  disapproving- 
of  the  legislative  acts  of  a  territiu'ial  g-overnment  has  not  been  reserveil  in  the  case  of  Arkansas,  th<: 
committee  doubt  the  ri,g-ht  of  authorizing  the  redi'm]iti(m  (where  the  time  has  exi)ired)  of  these  lands  thus 
acquired  and  held  by  tlic  Territory.  Believing',  however,  that  the  ,g-overnment  of  Arkansas  does  not  mcini 
to  liecome  a  land  speculator,  they  cannot  doubt  that  the  local  authorities  will  iuniiedialely  exti'ud  the 
time  for  redeeming'  all  the  lands  thus  held.  In  too  many  instances  this  pittance  cif  aci'es  is  tlu'  only 
reward  the  ]>oor  but  patriotic  soldier  has  left  of  all  his  toils  and  |ierils. 

To  ju'event  any  attemjits  which  mav  hereafter  be  maile  to  disi-riminafe  between  the  lands  of  resideids 
and  non-residents,  a  provision  is  inserted  to  prohibit  any  lii,ghcr  tax  from  being-  imposed  upon  the  latter 
than  is  imposed  upon  the  former. 

The  legislature  of  Arkansas,  by  an  act  of  October  '25,  1S20,  lindted  the  writ  of  right  ami  thi>  ri.ght  of 
entry  to  seven  years.  This  was  an  extreme  hardship  u])on  non-resident  landholdi-rs.  In  1823,  however, 
this  act  was  repealed  anil  a  new  om'  passed  extending-  the  tiuu'  to  llfteen  vcars.  Upon  this  subject  tin; 
committee  think  the  rules  of  the  common  law  ou.ght  to  be  rceog-uized  and  estal.ilisheil. 

In  conformity  with  the  preceding-  sug-g-cstions  a  bill  is  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
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OPEKATIOX  OF  THE    "ACT  TO  PROVIDE   FOR  THE   EXTIXfiriSHMEXT  OF  THE  DEBT  DUE 
THE  UXITED  STATES  BY  THE  PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  L.AXDS  PRIOR  TO  JULY  1,  ls20." 

COMMIXICATED    TO    THE    SEN.VTK    MARCH    20,     182f). 

General  Land  OFrn-E,   Man-h  fi.  lS2fi. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  statement  showing  the  (piantity  of  land  relinquished,  and  that  tully  jiaid  for,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  18,  1824.  This  statement  exhibits  the  quantity  of  land  on  which  a 
further  credit  of  four  years  was  obtained  under  the  act  of  JIarch  2,  1821,  and  which  has  reverted  to  the 
United  States  in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  make  complete  paj'iuent  therefor;  and  it  also  shows  the 
quantity  of  land  on  which  the  holders  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  laws  for  the  relief  tif  the  purchasers  of  the  iiublic  lands,  and  which  is  now  subject  to  be  si.ild  by 
the  registers  of  the  land  offices  in  pursuance  of  the  5th  sectic>n  of  the  act  of  May  10,  1800,  (Laws  U.  S., 
voL  3,  p.  388.) 

In  compliance  -with  your  request,  I  also  enclose  a  substitute  for  the  second  section  of  the  bill  i-eported 
by  you,  making  provision  for  the  exting-uislimcnt  of  the  debt  due  liy  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands. 
Tins  substitute  embraces  three  descriptions  of  land  which  would  not  bo  covered  by  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  as  reported: 

1.  The  lands  which  had  been  further  credited  for  four  3"cars,  and  whicli  reverted  to  the  United  States 
on  the  10th  of  April  last,  in  consequence  of  not  having  been  fully  paid  for.  The  ipiautity  of  land  thus 
forfeited  is  17,183.56|  acres,  on  which  S3T,T76  fiS  has  been  ]iaid. 

2.  The  lands  on  which  the  holders  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  l.ieuefit  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  and  which  are  now  suliject  to  be  sold  by 
the  registers  of  the  laud  offices,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  oth  section  of  the  act  of  May  10, 
1800,  (Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  3,  p.  388.)  The  quantity  of  land  of  this  description  is  120,y33.48i  acres,  and  the 
amount  jiaid  thereon  is  $103,80(5  58. 

3.  The  land  which,  a,g-rceably  to  the  provisions  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  May  10,  1800,  has 
become  forfeited  to  the  United  States  gince  July  1,  1820,  and  which  has  not  been  sold.  The  (piantity  of 
land  of  this  descriptiiin  cannot  be  ascertained  without  nnieh  labor,  but  it  cannot  lie  great,  as  it  is 
presumable  that  much  of  that  which  might  have  been  redeemed  has  been  sold. 

^Vith  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  GEORCE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  David  Barton,  Senate  United  States. 

P.  S. — The  words  "and  of  the  several  acts  therein  7-ecited/'  in  the  Oth  and  1th  lines  of  the  1st  section, 
sliould  be  stricki  n  out. 
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I 9th  Congress.]  ^0-    .^)21.  [1st  Sks.-;ion-. 

CLAIMS  TO  LAND  1!LT\VKE\  UOliKliTS'  AND  LUPLOWS  LIXKS,  I\  OHIO.  P.V  I'ri;ciL\Si:i!S 
FEOM  THE  INITKI)  STATES  AND  IIOLDEKS  OF  VIi;(ilXl.\   MILITARY   WALKA.NTS. 

I'inntrxir.vTKii  ro  tiik  iihisk  ok  itEi'iiKsKNCATix  r.s  maiicii  ■2s,   ISl'Ci. 

Mr.  ViNTiix,  rrmii  tlic  ('I'liiiiiitti'e  mi  I'liMir  Lamls.  tn  wiuiiii  were  rcrriTcil  certain  |i:i|icrs  rclali\i'  lolhc 
i-laiins  of  certain  luiri'liasors  niiiltr  tlir  liiilcd  Stairs,  ami  Imldcrs  ul'  \'ir,L;inia  niililuiy  \\:ii  rants, 
ln't\vcoii  Lmllow's  and  Knlirrts'  linrs,  iu  tin-  State  I'l'  Oliin,  re|inrtcil: 

Tliat,  IViini  cvidcncL'  adduri'd  licfnii'  tlic  ci  nnndtiee,  it  appears  that  the  I'liileil  States  ha\i'  si.ld  .-nid 
eeliveyed  tn  varinus  purchasers  the  i^-realer  part  efihe  hmds  lyinj;'  snulh  cd'tlie  (lreen\ilh'  treaty  line,  and 
hetween  what  are  known  hy  thi'  names  (if  K'olierts'  and  Lnd low's  lines,  liotli  of  which  were  rnn  {•<  aseei  |  aiii 
(he  western  boundary  line  of  the  \'ir^'inia  nnlitary  reservation  in  tin' State  of  Ohio.  In  the  yi'ai-  A.  1). 
1810  about  14,000  acres  of  the  land  so  sold  by  the  I'nited  States  were  hieated  upon  by  hohlers  of  Vir-inia 
military  laud  warrants,  as  land  within  that  reservation.  I  pon  a  pait  ol'  these  locations  patents  ha\-e 
issued,   and   tlie  entries   up(_in   the   residue   have  never  been  withdrawn.      In   this    way    the   claims   of  the 

purchasers  ttnder  the  United  States  and  the  Virginia  nnlitary  locations  an'  brou^-ht  in  ilirec't  i liict.      In 

this  controversy  the  I'uited  States  is  iiderested  as  the  orig-inal  vendor,  and,  as  such,  in  duty  bound  to 
j)rotcct,  and,  in  case  of  loss  of  title,  to  indenniify  the  g'overinnent  pnr^•haser.  Ero;n  an  atteuti\'e  c-xamiua- 
tion  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  previous  leii'islatiou  upon  tin.'  suliject.  the  committee  are  of  opiidou 
Congress  ought  to  (|uiet  the  title  of  the  ,L;'overinnent  imrchasers  by  paying  to  the  \'irginia  nnlitary 
claimants  the  vabu'  ot'  the  l.'ind  claimed  liy  them,  'fo  put  the  House  in  possession  of  tlie  reasons  upon 
which  this  opinion  is  iVmnded.  it  will  be  necessary  tii  ,i;i\'e  some  account  of  the  ori^'in  of  the  title  to  tht; 
lands  in  controversy,  and  of  the  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings  that  have  been  had  concerning  them. 
This  reservation  had  its  orig'in  iu  the  cession  of  the  country  northwest  of  the  river  (.)liio  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Vii'giuia  to  the  United  States.  In  the  deed  of  cession  there  is  a  stipulation  that,  iu  case 
the  quantity  of  good  land  on  the  .southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  in  t Ik.'  now  State  ut'  Kentucky,  which  had  be(.'U 
reserved  by  law  for  the  Virginia  troops  u[)on  Ci.mtini'Utal  establishment,  should  iimve  i:isullicient  for  their 
legal  bounties,  the  deliciency  should  be  made  up  to  said  troojis  in  good  land,  to  be  laid  u&'hrlween  tlie  rici-r^ 
Scioto  and  Little  Jliaini,  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  river  Ohio,  in  such  pro|ii,rtions  as  Iiad  lieen  engaged 
to  them  by  the  laws  of  Virginia.  Not  many  years  afterwards  a  deticiency  of  .good  laud  was  found  to  exist 
in  Kentucky,  and  locations  were  permitted  in  Ohio.  In  the  year  A.  I).  1S02  Israel  Ludlow  was  directed, 
by  the  then  surveyor  general  of  the  I'nited  States,  to  run  the  western  boundaiw  line  of  the  military 
vescrvaticui  from  the  source  of  tlie  Little  Jliami  to  the  Scioto  river:  and  he  accordingly,  after  exploring 
the  headwaters  of  the  former  river,  ran  a  line  from  its  si.mrce  towards  what  he  supp'.ised  to  be  the  head- 
water of  the  Scioti.i,  as  far  as  the  Greenville  treaty  line,  where  he  was  ])revented  by  the  Indians  from  the 
further  prosecution  of  his  survey.  From  that  line  to  the  head  of  the  Scioto  the  country  was  then  Indian 
territory,  and  the  connnittee  can  find  no  evidence  that  he  made  an  actual  exploration  of  the  headwaters 
of  the  Scioto,  and  jiresunie  none  was  made  at  that  time.  In  1804  Congress  passed  an  act  declaring  that 
Ludlow's  line,  extended  to  the  Scioto,  should  be  the  western  boundai-y  line  of  the  reservation  in  ease 
Virginia  should,  within  two  years,  assent  to  it.  Virginia  onatted  to  -ive  her  assent,  anil,  accorilingly, 
the  act  of  Con.u'ress  never  took  efi'ei't.  From  this  time  until  the  yi'ar  1S12  ni.i  effort  was  made  to  establish 
the  boundary.  In  the  meantime  the  locations  above  mentioned  wi're  made  by  the  holders  of  military 
warrants.  In  the  year  1812  the  President  was  authorized,  by  act  cd'  (.'i.in,i;-ress,  to  apjioint  three  ci.mmis- 
sioners  to  meet  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  Vir.n'inia,  who  were  invested  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  ascertain,  survey,  and  mark  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  military  reservation  between 
the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  rivers,  acciirdin.L;'  to  the  true  intent  and  meanin,g  of  the  deed  (.)f  cession,  and 
providing  that  Ludlow's  line  should  be  the  boundary  until  a  line  should  be  established.  Counnissioners 
accordingly  met  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and,  after  having  explored  the  headwaters  i.if  both  those  rivers, 
directed  Charles  Eoberts,  their  surveyor,  to  run  a  line  from  the  pi.jint  ascertained  by  them  to  l)e  the  source 
of  the  Little  Miami  to  that  of  the  Scioto,  which  was  done  by  him,  the  line  so  run  boin.g  known  by  the  name 
of  Eoberts' line.  After  these  explorations  had  beeir  made,  and  it  having  been  ascertained  that  the  head- 
waters of  the  Scioto  were  west  of  those  of  the  Little  Miami,  tlie  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  set  up  a  claim  to  run  from  the  source  of  the  Sciiito  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  at 
its  confluence  with  the  Ohio,  thus  endiracin,^'  a  large  extent  of  country  west  of  the  Little  ^liami,  upon 
which  the  neg'utiation  between  the  commissioners  was  broken  olf.  Xo  effort  on  the  part  of  either  govern- 
ment has  since  been  made  to  establish  this  boundary.  In  the  case  of  Hoddridge's  lessee  r.<.  Thomjison  and 
Wright,  lat(dy  decided  in  the  Su|n-enie  Court  of  ihi'  United  States,  the  plaintitf  derived  title  from  a  locition 
made  between  Ludlow's  and  Eoberts'  lines,  south  of  the  (.ireenvilh.'  treaty  line,  in  the  year  ISlO,  having 
been  made  tlie  same  year,  and  under  precisely  the  same  circumstances,  with  all  the  other  hications  between 
those  lines.  The  defendant,  Thompson,  derived  his  title  from  the  United  States  as  a  purchaser  under  the 
government  In  that  case  it  was  agreeil  that  liolierts'  was  the  true  line,  and  under  this  aurcement  the 
question  to  be  decided  by  the  court  v.'as,  ■'whether  a  location  made  prior  to  the  act  of  ]S12,  '.vest  of 
Ludlow's  line,  and  between  it  .ind  Eoberts"  line,  was  ^aliil  and  ou,u'ht  to  prevail  over  the  title  maile  by  the 
government  to  the  defendant,  Thomps'iu  "r"  The  court  di'cided  this  iptestion  in  iiie  allirmative.  and  a 
recovery  was  had  for  the  i>laintitl'.  This  decision  seems  firndy  to  establisji  the  title  of  the  Vir.ginia 
claimants,  and  they  must  prevail  a.L;^ainst  the  purchaser  umier  the  United  States,  unless  the  admission  of 
Eoberts'  being  the  true  line  from  the  sources  of  those  rivers  was  erri.meously  made.  Tlie  connnittee  are 
satisfied  that  the  admission  was  correctly  made,  and  that  Eoberts',  and  not  EudlMw's,  is  the  triii'  lino 
between  the  heads  of  those  rivers.  1st.  From  the  fact  that  Ludlow  did  not  run  his  line  to  tlie  Scioto, 
having  been  arrested  in  his  ]iro,a^rv'ss  at  the  Greenville  treaty  line,  about  lliree-fiiurtlis  ot'  the  way  to  the 
Scioto,  the  source  of  which  river  the  committee  are  mit  informed  was  ever  examined  by  him;  but  the  head- 
waters of  that  river  were  examined  by  the. joint  commissioners  wlm  directed  Eoberts"  line  to  be  run,  both 
parties,  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Vir.i;-inia,  bei!;,i;^  represented  at  the  time;  whili',  on  tin.' i.ither 
and,  the    examination  ot'  it  by   Ludhiw,    if  e\er  madi.',  was  I'.i-  jiiiii'\   Vir.u'inia   having   no  a.L;'ency   in  t'^e 
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mnttpr  Tlie  lici.clwatcT  vS  the  Scioto  must,  therefore,  be  presumed  to  be  at  the  point  of  the  termination 
of  Roberts'  survey  Jioth  LiuUnw's  ;iu(l  Roberts'  lines  commence  at  or  very  near  the  same  point  on  the 
same  branch  of  the  Little  Miaiui.  The  Indian  title  to  this  part  of  the  country  having  been  extinguished 
before  Ludlow's  survey,  the  sources  of  that  river,  from  which  he  began  to  run,  were,  without  doubt, 
e.\-imined  bv  him  and  were  afterwards  examined  by  the  commissioners,  as  above  stated.  Nor  do  the 
committee  see  an'vthing  in  the  documents  to  them  referred  to  change  their  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  line  established  by  tiie  sai.l  commissioners.  There  is,  therefore,  no  just  ground  of  dispute  about  the 
source  of  this  river  'But,  if  the  correctness  of  Roberts'  line  were  even  doubttul,  a  question  would  still 
arise  whether  Cono-ress  lias  not  gone  too  far  by  its  legislation  to  give  a  sanction  to  that  line  now  to  recede. 
Conc-'ress  by  a  law^  passed  in  1818,  declared  that  Ludlow's  line,  until  otherwise  directed,  as  far  as  the 
Greenville  treaty  line  and  from  the  Greenville  treaty  line  to  the  source  of  the  Scioto,  Roberts'  line,  should 
be  unconditionally  the  western  boundary  of  the  Virginia  reservation.  Since  the  passing  of  that  act  it  is 
(luite  certain  Congress  could  iKjt  allcct  entries  made  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  line  above  the  Green- 
ville treaty  line; "and  so  much  of  Roberts' line  is,  at  least,  binding  upon  the  United  States.  A  direct 
ac(iuiesceiice  in  the  correctness  of  Roberts'  line  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  found  in  the  act 
of  May  26  1824  passed  immediately  after  the  above-mentioned  decision  of  the  Supremo  Court,  in  the  case 
of  Doddridge's' lessee  vs.  Thompson  and  Wright.  That  act  "  directs  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  and,  by  appraisement  or  otiicrwisc,  the  value  thereof,  exclusive  of  improve- 
ments' of  all  such  lands  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  may,  agreeably 
to  the'principles  of  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Doddridge's  lessee 
us  Thompson  and  Wright,  be  held  by  persons  under  Virginia  military  warrants,  and  on  what  terms  the 
holders  will  relinquish'^tlie  same  to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  report  tlie  facts  to  the  next  session  of 
Cono-ress."  As  was  remarked  above,  all  the  locations  made  between  these  lines  mentioned  in  this  act  rest 
upon  the  same  princi|)le,  and  were  made  under  the  same  circumstances,  as  that  decided  upon  by  the  court. 
The  committee  regard  this  act  as  admitting  the  validity  of  all  such  claims,  and  as  further  indicating  the 
intention  of  Cou'-ress  to  quiet  the  purchasers  under  the  United  States  by  obtaining  a  reliuquisliment  of 
title  from  the  Virginia  military  claimants.  The  lands  so  claimed  were  valued  at  $62,515  25,  and  application 
was  made  to  the  claimants  to  ascertain  on  what  terms  they  would  relinquish  their  titles.  A  reliiKpiishment 
in  all  cases  b\'  payiii"'  the  appraised  value  of  the  land,  was  ofl'cred,  except  in  the  case  of  the  tract  of  about 
100  acres,  recovered  by  Doddridge,  which  he  proposed  to  relinquish  on  paying  to  him  the  sum  received 
by  the  United  States  from  the  sale  of  it,  and  interest  from  that  date. 

The  committee,  from  a  view  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  think  it  an  act  of  justice  to  the  purchasers 
under  the  ITnited  States,  against  some  of  whom  suits  are  now  pending,  to  quiet  them  in  their  titles  to  their 
lands,  upon  most  of  which  it  is  understood  they  have  made  great  and  very  valuable  improvements,  and, 
in  pursuance  of  what  they  deem  to  be  the  intention  of  the  act  of  1824,  have  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief. 


19th  Congress.]  JSTo.  522.  [1st  SESSIO^T■ 

CLAIM    FUR   MILITARY    BOUNTY   LAND. 

CO.MIII-NICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OP    KEPRESEXTATIVES    APRIL    26,    1826. 

Mr.  FosDicK,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  documents 

of  Jacob  Shafer,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that,  in  the  late  war,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
term  of  five  years;  that  he  served  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war;  that,  being  anxious  to  see  his  family, 
consisting  of  a  wife  and  eight  young  children,  whom  he  had  left  in  penuiy,  he  applied  for  a  discharge, 
which  was  given  him  on  the  relinquishment  of  his  right  to  retained  bounty  or  land;  that,  at  the  time  he 
was  discharged,  there  was  a  soldier  of  the  name  of  John  Siiarp,  a  German,  who  had  completed  his  term 
of  service,  and  was  desirous  to  visit  his  own  country,  witViout  any  intention  of  returning  to  this;  that  he 
was  advised  by  Capt.  John  P.  Duvall  to  purchase  Sharp's  discharge,  which  he  did,  thinking  thereby  to 
indemnify  himself  for  the  loss  of  his  own  bounty  and  land;  that  he  cannot  obtain  a  patent  in  his  own 
name  on  Sharp's  discharge;  therefore  he  asks  relief. 

There  is  documentary  evidence  before  the  committee  that  the  petitioner  was  discharged  at  Norfolk, 
in  Virginia,  April  15,  1815,  (after  having  served  about  twenty  months,)  and  that  his  discharge  was  upon 
condition  that  he  relin(|uislied  his  claim  to  retained  bounty  or  land. 

Accomjianying  the  [letitioii  in  this  case  there  is  also  a  certified  copy  of  John  Sharp's  discharge,  with 
his  assignment  to  Jacob  Shafer,  the  petitioner,  endorsed  thereon. 

The  coramittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  petitioner  has  no  claim  to  relief;  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
transfer,  there  is  not  and  ought  not  to  be  any  validity  in  the  informal  assignment  of  John  Sharp.  It 
was  made  before  anj-  title  to  land  was  vested  in  him,  but  having  an  e(piitable  claim  by  law  in  his  own 
right,  he  can,  at  any  time,  demand  for  himself,  or  his  lieirs  for  themselves,  the  land  warrant  to  which  his 
services  entitled  him,  and  the  government  could  not  withhold  it;  no  transfer  made  prior  to  the  issue  of 
the  w-arrant  could  deprive  him  of  his  right,  and  consequently  such  transfer  would  not  exonerate  the 
government  from  his,  or  his  heirs,  legal  claim  for  land.  Should  the  government  assume  the  power  of  thus 
diverting  the  land  warrants  from  the  original  design  on  such  transfers,  they  would  violate  an  important 
principle  recognized  in  the  act  granting  the  bounty,  and  might  be  subject  to  innumerable  applications, 
which,  being  granted,  the  soldiers  themselves,  or  their  heirs,  would  still  have  a  legal  and  just  claim.  In 
this  case  there  is  no  certainty  that  John  Sharp  may  not,  by  himself  or  his  heirs,  apply  for  the  land  to 
which  he  is  entitled.  If  so,  the  government  would  be  bound  to  furnish  the  warrant,  leaving  the  question 
of  assignment  to  be  settled  between  him  and  the  assignee. 
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The  disrliarg'e  ot"  the  pi^titimirr  lius  a  i'(iii<lif  imi  .•luiirxcil,  Ipy  whiili  he  is  inadf  (o  rcliii,|iiisli  his  <-hiii]i 
to  retain  bdiiiity  nr  hiinl.  This  ecimlilidii  the  cnniiiiitlec  cdiisiilers  uiiatilhuri/.cil,  illegal,  and  void.  Tlicre 
is  no  hnv  which  i-onstitntcil  tiic  nlHccr  an  a;.;cnl  d'  thr  fj^ovcrnnient  inr  that  |iur|ins(';  j;-(ivci-nnii'nt 
tliercfofc,  eaniuit  sanction  tliis  Ccmditinn;  they  cannnl  make  it  their  own  act  withiint  a  vinhiliou  (jf  their 
own  hiw,  l>y  whicii  they  have  ])riitecle(l  Ihc  SMhlicr  I'lniii  his  nwn  indiscrct inn,  liy  reiKhn-inji;  llie  rit;'lit  to 
bounty  Uuid  nnassig-nalije;  they  wnnhl  \-iohite  this  ini|Mirtant  and  hinnanc  iinivision  nl'  ilicir  nwn,  liy  iiro- 
cnring-  an  assig-nnient  tlirongli  an  unaiitiioriy.ed  ag'i'nt,  in  the  Innn  d'  a  rch'asc.  it  is  imi  a  \i>hinlary  act 
on  till!  part  of  tiio  soldier;  lie  is  otl'ered  a  discharg'e — lor  what  iinr|iiisey  Is  it  because  gn\crnnicnt  jki 
longer  requires  hi.'f  services,  or  is  it  with  a  view  to  nbtain  Ironi  iiini  a  release  ni'  his  rie-ht  in  li(mnty  and 
Laud?  The  soldier,  anxions  t'ur  a  discliarge,  accepts  it  nn  such  terms  as  are  ilictateij  t(,  jiim,  and  he  is 
thus  compelled  tn  do  an  act  whicli  the  law  has  pronounced  iPenal. 

The  connnittee  ai'e  therclore  of  oiiinion  that  the  pelitioiur  is  entitled  to  his  bounty  land,  and  re]iort  a 
bill  for  his  relief 


19t!I  CoNiujEss.]  No.    523.  [1st  Skssion 

AMOUNT  OF   EMOLUMENTS    AND    ALLOWANCES  TO  THE  KEOLSTEES  AND  RECEIVERS  OP 

LAND  OFFICES,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  SALAltY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REI'RESENTATIVES  MAY  3,    182G. 

~  Treasury  Department,  J[a)j  1,   1820. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  of  February  last, 
"requiring-  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  transmit  to  the  House  a  statement  showing-  the  annual 
amount  of  emoluments  and  allowances,  exclusive  of  salary,  received  by,  ov  granted  to,  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  in  the  L'nited  States  for  percentage,  stationery,  clerk  hire,  office 
rent,  adjudication  on  ]n-e-eniption  claims,  examination  and  report  of  lead  mines  and  salt  springs,  for  the 
transmission  of  moneys  by  receivers  to  the  place  of  deixisit,  and  for  any  and  all  other  services  and 
purposes  since  April  20,  1818,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1825,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  letter 
from  the  liegister  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  a  statement  containing  the  information  re(juired,  as 
far  as  the  same  is  afforded  liy  the  accounts  whicli  have  been  received  at  this  department. 
I  have  the  honor,  <i:c., 

IHCHAltD  EUSIL 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  t]if  House  of  Pirjjrescnla/ivcs. 


Treasury  Department,  Begisfe7-'s  Office,  3Iay  1,   1826. 

Sir:  The  statement  of  emoluments  of  receivers  and  registers  of  the  land  offices,  laid  on  your  table, 
has  been  prepared  from  the  accounts  to  the  end  of  the  year  1824.     The  accounts  for  1825  being  under 
adjustment,  a  satisfactor_y  exhibition  of  their  receipts  during  that  year  could   not  be  given  with  any 
degree  of  certainty,  and  would  have  caused  further  delay  in  rendering  the  statement. 
I  have  the  Iionor,  &c., 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  llcjidcr. 
Hon.  Richard  Risii,  Secrelari/  of  lite  Treasunj. 
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StalemenI  exhibiting  the  amount  of  compensation  allowed  to  receivers  and  registers  of  public  lands  after  AprU 
-'0  1818  (exciusive  of  salary,)  consisting  of  commission,  superintending  sales,  adjudicating  im-cmption 
claims  examination  and  report  on  lead  mines  and  salt  sjjrings,  transmission  of  public  money,  office  rent  and 
stationerii,  clerk  hire  at  pid,lic  sales,  and  bringing  up  arrearages,  and  for  all  other  services,  prepared  m 
'  of  a  resolution  of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  cf  February  1,  182(3. 
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614  2.1 

3J7  51 

633  06 
3-23  10 

14  07 
450  63 

347  09 
70  06 
741  07 
386  37 
207  87 
400  01 
166  84 
214  00 
713  21 
706  12 
397  82 
■223  14 
400  00 
132  66 
250  44 

1,654  10 

1,-355  48 

1,375  31 

724  14 

1,241  07 

237  49 

443  40 

1.875  00 

1,912  95 

1,063  :h 

659  57 

1,038  23 

-222  28 

421  41 

33  01 
36  -26 
17  06 

182  46 
36  34 
23  36 
46  00 
43  58 

175  02 
50  15 
30  19 

397  85 
727  06 



$r)0  00 

7  0(1 
■10   Vi 

7r>  H7 

i-i  6-J 
I'J  HI 

270  iio 
;( 00 

■J7  1-J 
SA  4-J 
25  25 
62  88 
22  00 
18  .50 

1&:31 

183-2 

itaa  .1.1 - 

IS-3-1 

(Id 

.*60  00 

1818 

WOOSTEIl,  I. mo. 



.$■.^00  00 

1S19 
1819 

do. 

Snnim-I  Qtiiiili}'.  ri-<-t'i\.'r 

(1c 

do 

do 

IfJI) 

18il 

60  00 

182  J 

1S23 
1S-2J 

d 



do 

6\i  (10 

1818 

Ucziti  Bc;il('.  rc^gi.^Ier 

1819 

1820 

do 

d 

do 

23  42 

18a; 

60  00 

18-« 

1623 

10  01) 

1824 

d.) 

1824 

Cyrus  Si>iiik,  register 

CHII.ICOTIIF.  OHIO. 

60  00 

1818 

' 

25  75 
17  50 
•23  24 
129  56 
17  67 
30  37 
17  00 
44  77 
19  73 
23  50 

1  50 
13  12 
48  00 

3  75 
75 

246  50 
185-25 
93  88 
57  68 
35  25 
15  38 
11  75 
330  18 
167  37 
111  25 
48  00 
62  62 
40  00 
34  50 

7  13 

181N 

.M.-xaiider  Dounie.  receiver 

1819 

1S2U 

d.) 

do 

1821 

IS-in 

1, 



1823 

do 

1824 

du 

60  00 

1818 

1819 

do 

1820 

1821     ,1., 

1822 

do             

1823 

do 

do 

CIN(-INNATI,  OHIO. 

1824 

60  00 

1818 

1619 
1820 
1821 
1822 

d 



do 

do 

.1.^ 

1823    .    .    .       ilo   .. 

<*.. 

1824    .   .           do 

40  00 

1819    ,1.) 

1820 

do 

1821 

lo 

1800 

1823 

do 

do 

PIQL-A.    OHIO. 

William  [McLean,  receiver 

do.     ..          .                     

1824 



40  00 

60  00 
60  00 
180  00 



24  00 

1820 

1621 

180-1 

do 

4  50 

18-23 

do 

1823 

11  57 
7  36 

18  63 
88 

10  00 
5  00 

10  44 

18  63 
10  50 

1824 

do 

Thomas  B.  Van  Home,  resibter 

do 

do 

do 

do 

DELAWARE,  OHIO. 

Horton  Howard,  receiver 

do 

18-20 

60  00 
60  00 
180  00 

1821 

18-00 

18-23 

18-24 

1820 

180  00 
ISO  OU 

27  00 

1821 
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[No.  523. 


Statement  exhihiliiu/  the  amount  of  compensation  atloveij  to  receiverit  and  rerjiders  of  pitlilie  lands — Continued. 


Year. 

Di^^Iricls  and  otl'ioers. 

CommisBjon. 

c. 
c    ^ 

is 

c 

■= 

c 
5    '" 

< 

1  . 

c  .S 

11 
1  § 

>■ 

o 

li 
s  1 

c    « 

'^  1 
c      ' 

•=    = 
c   o 
ra 
••< 
W 

E.xpenses  in  transmit- 
ting public  monpy. 

c 
£ 

O 

1 
o 

D. 

1822 
1823 

Dl;l.AWAKi:,  finiii— ruTilimi'-il. 

Horton  llnwaril.  ri'crivcr 

,|„                        

«l,3b7  09 
747  54 
237  86 
398  35 
821  21 
1,278  87 
752  02 
340  22 

1,666  66 

1,865  32 

535  63 

.«9U  00 

f  13  25 

3  50 
8  75 
6  00 
6  62 

4  00 
14  88 

4  00 

113  50 

292  38 
48  17 

159  85 

100  83 
10  50 
14  87 
32  03 

.307  67 
52  06 

123  28 
27  62 

328  00 
96  37 

$108  00 

1624 
1820 
1821 

Plan  Urush,  rc-f,'i>l'T 

do                                   

180  00 
180  OU 
90  00 



1822 

108  00 

18"'*4 

Jq                                              

1818 

VINTENNES,  INDIANA. 

Nallianicl  Ewing,  riicfivor 

1819 

18J9 

'Jtiliii  (_'.  S.  Harrison,  ri-'ceiver 

,]o 

18^0 

1,356  05 

616  96 

965  42 

88  10 

248  23 

2,360  51 

2,472  83 

1,419  76 

619  35 

282  80 

264  76 

223  32 

1,812  83 

1,923  17 

543  67 

936  62 

573  85 

331  14 

501  _00 

71  57 

101  13 

1,250  00 

1,917  84 

1,483  63 

636  18 

696  99 

171  67 

248  79 

952  09 

2,419  58 

2,371  26 

956  43 

410  01 

863  01 

2,500  00 

1,922  37 

1,082  73 

758  56 

13  11 
293  20 
552  46 
773  71 
804  15 
247  15 
220  57 
987  84 
734  03 
900  74 

10  63 
13  42 

60  00 



§32  25 

1821 

do 

18;>2 

do 

)823 

do 

1824 

do 

60  00 

1818 

1819 

do 

IISM 

1821 

do 

60  00 

1822 



1823 

do 

do 

1824 

60  00 

1818 

JEFFERSONVILLE,  INDIANA. t 

Edmund  H.  Taylor,  receiver 

do 

151  87 
91  50 
81  00 

1819 

1820 

1820 

Charles  iVI.  Taylor,  receiver 

105  00 

105  00 

1821 

do 

17  12 
48  00 
71  12 

182-2 

do 

1823 

do 

1824 

do 

1824 

Aiidrew  P.  Ilay,  receiver 

60  00 



41  50 
122  62 
198  75 
82  50 
91  00 
74  73 
38  25 

30  00 

1818 

1819 

do 

1820 

do 

181JI 

d. 

1&22 

do 

105  00 

1823 

1824 

do.. 

60  00 

105  00 
120  00 
120  00 

30  00 

1820 

BROOKVILLE,    INDIANA. 

Lazarus  Noble,  receiver 

do 

50  00 

1821 

112  41 
42  00 
112  50 
325  00 

37  75 
106  83 

72  75 
14  87 
33  50 

29  87 
2  12 

38  30 

48  00 

1822 

do 

48  00 

1823 

do 

1824 

do 

60  00 

1820 

do 

•    105  00 
120  00 
120  00 

50  00 

1821 

48  00 

1822 

do :.:;:; 

48  00 

1823 

do 

1824 

do 

1820 

CRAAVFOnnSVII.LE,   INDIANA. 

.\nibrosc  Whilloek,  receiver 

do 

90  00 

7  50 

36  00 

1821 

18K 

d( 

120  00 

18  00 

1823 

do 

d( 

William  Dunn,  register 

1824 

115  00 
90  00 

32  00 

5  00 

46  00 

1820 

36  00 

1821 

do 

1822 

do 

120  00 

48  00 

1823 

do 

19  68 
6  28 

1824 

do 

115  00 

46  00 

1824 

FORT    WAYNE,    INDIANA. 

Joseph  Holinan,  receiver 

Samuel  C.  Vance,  ri-gister 

1824 

i 

'  Paid  $1 1  ">  for  invi'stigating  the  conduct  of  the  receiver  at  Vincenne.s. 

t  Paid  for  inve-stigating  the  conduct  of  the  receiver  at  Vincennes:  To  Edrimiid  H.  Taylor,  S103  ' 


to  Samuel  Gwathmey,  $115. 
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Slali'tnoif  ('.fliibiliiig  the  amount  of  comju'n.-ialion  allotci'J  to  ivi'rirrrs  and  rriji.-itcrs  nf  j/iihlic  lands — (JimtiiiUfd. 


Year. 

Dislri.-L>  ami  iilliciTS. 

U 

s 
c 

M    . 

o 

c 

3 

t,  1 

< 

a 

1 
1     t 

If 

a 

O 

o 

o 

-3 

re 
7j 

1818 
1818 
1819 
1820 
16-20 
1821 
18-22 
1833 

KASKASKIA,  ILLINOIS. 

Shadrac-Ii  Bond,  n-ceiver 

Warren  Brown,  receiver 

§5:1.-,  74 
239  07 
43.')  44 
767  64 

26  II 
78  04 

202  35 

16  34 

13  01 

913  43 

7-33  43 

367  15 

62  63 

167  54 

30  40 

33  64 

1, 197  93 
968  71 
597  33 
171  47 
339  73 

32  03 
46  60 

1,334  74 
934  64 
398  46 
1S3  -i") 
342  03 

33  76 
50  03 

226  73 
441  15 
845  U 
430  71 
314  t<l 
144  33 
169  -33 
389  60 
99  79 
233  63 
534  00 
307  64 
507  71 
205  06 
96  73 
74  80 

113  68 
22  76 
6  33 
10  52 

lis  84 

27  56 
5  00 

§64  85 

114  19 
69  00 
5  00 

do 

$;,o  00 

Edward  Ihiniphrej  ri,  receiver 

do . .   . 

1 

do 

a  91 

19  no 

56 
13  00 
79  37 
192  23 
44  75 
.36  49 

do 

lg.04 

do 

$60  00 

Micliael  Jones,  register 

do 

1820 



1821 

do 

IS" 

do  . 

1823 



1821 

do 

60  00 

1  13 

1818 

SHAWSEETOW.V,  ILLINOIS. 

...    . 

1819 

108  00 
108  00 
90  00 

202  00 

1820 

do 



1821 

do 

. 



146  50 

18» 

(\q 

1823 

162-1 

60  00 

103  00 
108  OU 
90  00 

Thomas  Sloo,  receiver* 

do 



S5O0  00 

93  63 
2-26  66 

1819 

1820 

do 

18-21 

do 

56  75 

1822 

do 

1823 

do 

::::::::::::::"■" 

43  63 
10  50 

377  00 

•364  37 

15  13 

98  66 

100  71 

1824 

do 

60  00 

1818 

EDWARDSVILLE,  ILLINOIS. 

1819 

do 

108  00 
60  00 
60  00 

*10:^  00 

1820 

do 



18'''l 

do 

18-M 

lo 

18-23 



60  00 

18-''4 

do 

60  00 

11  00 

'23  00 

1816 

John  McKee,  register 



1818 

1819 

do 

1819 

Edward  Coles,  roister 

103  00 
60  00 
60  00 

1820 

do 

1821 

dot 

6  50 

1^ 

1833 

William  P.  MeKee,  register 

do 

60  00 



19-25 

1824 

60  00 
60  00 

1821 

VANDALIA,  ILLINOIS. 

ISH 

do 

1-30  00 

20  -i-) 
13  00 
12  50 
34  50 

1823 

...,....do 

18-34 

do 

1K21 



60  00 
1-20  00 

200  00 

1822 

do 

18-33 

do 

1823 

1824 

9  67 

8  70 
19  32 

266  37 
56  17 
11  92 

206  55 
98  79 

149  30 

IS-^l 

PALESTINE.  ILLINOIS. 

20  62 
15  63 
25-25 

18-''-'' 

■240  00 

1823 

(84  00 

1824 

60  00 

18^1 





1822 

•340  00 



18-33 

1  50 

1834 

do 

60  00 

•  Paid  S301  for  examining  tlie  conduct  of  the  receiver  at  St.  LouLs. 
t  Paid  $100  for  negotiations  with  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  i  Money  boxes. 

r 98  c 
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Statement  exhibiliiuj  th-  amount  <,/  comjynmfion  a'lowed  to  rm-ivers  and  ivgi^^tms  of  imUk  /a»f?8— Continued. 


Year. 


District-*  ami  ofTictir^. 


SI'UINaKlKLD,  ILLINOIS 


la-i 
18-21 
182.1 
1824 

1818 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1621 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1818 
1819 
182U 
1821 
1821 
1822 
]82,1 
1824 

1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1622 
1823 
lt;24 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 


1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1824 
1821 
lg» 
18-23 
1824 


1824 
18-24 

1822 
1823 
1824 
1822 
1823 
1824 

1821 
1823 
1823 
1824 
1824 
1821 
1822 
182,1 
1824 


Pascal  P.  Eiios,  rcc 

do 

Thomas  Cox.ngi- 
do 


ST.   I.OL'IS,  MISSOl-RI. 

Samuel  Ilainuioiul.  a-ci-ivi-r 

, do 

do 

George  F.  .'^trolliiT,  rt-CL-ivrr.... 

lo 

, (In 

di 


Aioxaildcr  !\Ic\air,  n-;.' 

do 

il 


.do. 


William  Christy,  r<?gisti-r  . 
do 


FRANKLIN,  MISSOURI. 

Tliomas  H.  Smith,  roccivcr 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Charles  Carroll,  register 

do 

ilo 

, do 

John  Miller,  register 

do 

do 


JACKSON,  MItfS0CRl4 

Tiinstall  Qiiarles,  receiver 

do 

do 

do 

John  Hays,  receiver 

George  Bullitt,  register 

do 

do 

do 


LEXINGTON,  MISSOURI. 

William  D.  McKay,  receiver 

Jonathan  S.  Findlay,  register 

EATESVILLE,  ARKANSAS. 


John  Trimble,  receiver.  .. 

do 

William  Noland,  receiver 
Ilartweil  IJosu-ell,  register 

........do 

do 


LITTLE  ROCK,   ARKANSAS. 

Henry  W.  Conway,  receiver 

do 


.do. 


.do. 


Benjamin  Desha,  receive 
Bernard  Smith,  register. 

do 

do 

do 


$12  14 
544  33 
484  05 
279  22 


641 
2,030 
239 
392 
336 
471 
379 
3-25 
383 
2,103 
712 
186 
334 
629 
447 
157 

591 
1,669 
935 
720 
531 
206 
240 
62.5 
2,500 
812 
632 
588 
689 
500 


18 
450 

16 

180 

3 

386 

90 

32 
199 


11  97 
150  48 

22  09 
35  15 
14  83 
283  75 
11  17 
33  41 


460  00 
60  00 
69  00 
60  00 


294 
210 


70 
140 


240 

120 

216 

210 

70 

70 

70 


240 
120 


546  0!) 
90  00 
120  00 


180  00 
60  00 


465  00 
60  00 
120  00 


180  00 
60  00 


180  00 
120  00 


180  00 
120  00 


60  00 
60  00 


240  00 


60  00 
240  00 


60  00 


12  32 
38  66 
3  98 
37  13 
10  00 
6  92 
9  11 


120  00 
70  00 


»5-339  00 


120  00 
120  00 


e 
o 


t9  00 
t4  00 
tlo  73 


t2  00 
t27  00 


1,299  33 


$-70  50 


274  50 

100  50 

3  50 

7  50 

45  00 

1  50 

37  75 

49  12 

417  50 


11 

25 

11 

00 

27 

87 

28  00 

53 

25 

64  00 

127 

15 

260  00 

54  25 

31 

75 

243 

75 

383  62 

29  12 

56  95 

22 

29 

15  00 

11 

74 

22 

12 

51 

93 

75 

24 

9 

25 

5 

20 

12 

68 

1 

25 

27 

00 

159 

72 

4 

25 

29 

25 

8  00 

55 

18 

89 

75 

5  00 
2  00 


*  Compensation  to  receiver.  $125  ;  compensation  to  assistants,  $214  ;  total,  $339.  t  Money  boxes. 

t  Olher  seriiees — For  setting  apart  other  lands  lor  the  use  of  schools  than  the  I61I1  seclion,  under  the  .act  of  March.  18-23 :  Receiver's  compensation, 
$.>0 ;  register's  eoinpensation,  $.".0  ;  total,  .-ilni).  Transmission  of  public  money :  Receiver's  conipi-nsation,  S600 ;  contingent  expenses,  $699  33 ;  total, 
$1,299  33.  Clerk  hire  on  pre-em|ition  claims.  .<-21G  :  clerk  hire  on  lead  mines,  $20  :  total,  $236.  These  allowances  were  made  by  order  of  the  late  Secre- 
tary 01  the  Treasury. 
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SlalonenI  cj-hilnliinj  tlir  ammtnl  <}/\-(imp<')i.-<ii/ioii  alloiird  tn  rcivtrcr.->  and  r(V//V/cr.s  a/'  /nililic  landr: — Coiitiiiuiii. 


Year. 

Districts  ami  oiVhmts. 

c. 
w    . 

II 

5* 

c    - 
C   rs 

f4 

c    7" 

5    o 

J. 

o 
o 

€ 

o 

j 

i 

1831 
lft>3 
1833 
1831 
1821 
1833 
1833 
1834 

1831 
1833 

OllArniTA,   LliniSlANA. 

Ik'Tiry  Rry,  rcL-fivrr 

do 

,«lll  fl(l 
12  13 

,«60  00 

.513  (W 

,!„ 

HI  37 

c  4i; 

20  38 

Danii'l  r*.  Siitloii,  n;;i.t.T 

..     lit) 

' 

(io  on 

ilu,      .. 



3  7."> 
O'l  0.-^ 

(ll'KI.OISAS,   I.OflStAN  v. 

William  naiiani,  rrceivrr 

Luke  Lecassit-r,  receiver 

11  (;■'< 

U  70 
41   17 



183.1 
1831 
1833 
1833 
lg04 

ilo 

2:1  00 

Levin  Wailcs.  re;;istcr 

do 

180  00 

1 1  21 
.">4  .'.ll 

474  Oli 
13  tl2 

970  ;w 

18  fi7 

482  on 

978  47 



do 

1831 
1823 

NKW   ORLFANS.   I.OflSIASA. 

S.  11.  llarpi^r,  aeliii?  receiver 

J.  MeLaiialiati,  acting  receiver 

do 

15  on 

1 

41  75 

18"'*4 

45  00 

126  50 

IMl 

Samuel  H.  Harper,  register 

do 

1S33 

1 

do 



do 

11.1  .'.1 

783  41 

1,793  13 

164  11 

,=>56  18 

736  04 

333  83 

414  03 

306  68 

1,380  33 

1,90.8  13 

594  36 

360  03 

403  78 

701  87 

45  on 

163  50 

Parii  Walton,  receiver 

lo 

do 

181U 

1 

1830 

389  00 
23  .50 
144  34 

.58   15 
45  06 

17  00 

1 

1831 

60  on 



lS»o 

do  

do 

1 

1833 

1 

.... 

18-''4 

do 

60  00 

i 

36  00 

1818 

1 

1819 

,Io 



1830 

ilo 

430  48 
70  IS 
120  3:, 
100  75 
S.l  00 
13  00 

3  00 
50  35 

1821 

d 



! 

1831 

neiiiaiiiin  K.  Grayson,  register 

d 

60  00 

1 

1823 

1 

183;1 

do 

1  

•■^.•^^7  16 

1854 

do 

116  13 

17  69 
13  18 

100  82 

60  on 

30  00 

1830 

AUGCSTA,  MISSISSIPPI. 

30  00 

1821 

do 

IS-'-' 

d 

1823 

d 

1 

1834 

3  97 

2  63 
6  35 

1820 

30  on 

t66S  67 

1821 

do 

1832 

do 

183:) 

do 

18-^4 

1 

1823 

CHOCTAW,    .MISSISSIPPI. 

.tames  C.  Diclvson,  receiver 

dn.       .    . 

21  83 

273  37 

3r,:i  S4 

1.363  31 

.WI  61 
3,499  :r7 
737  24 
:!62  .i3 
343  ,i7 
1.041  48 
33.'^  IS 

130  on 
130  on 
130  on 
13U  00 

18  00 
108  00 

64  33 
51   13 

73  no 

1834 

72  00 

1833 

1834 

(In 

1818 

William  Crawlord.  re.-eiver 

854  53 
•135  05 
491  .56 
114  34 
3.55  97 
1.50  41 
49  no 

1819 

51  (10 

1830 

do .                   

1821 

60  no 

1823 

do.     . 

1833 

1-JO  1)0 

1824 

do 

'  .      ... 

7.S  I'O 

'  ra>  iiniil?:  Inr  clerk  liiri'  to  Ipriiin;  up  arn-nra:;!- 


t  Paid  clerk  lure  to  hnn;;  up  arrcara-^es  in  reccivtr*^  orlicr.  .*1U  1 ;  f  a'd  <krk  Inn-  i«i  liriiij;  up  arr 


f  rai.l  Julni  i:ihntt  a^  inui^lalcr  and  d'-rk.  iifiric  a  halaiu-<-  iluc 
earaycs  in  rci'isit-r's  oltice,  .-iltid. 
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Statement  exhibilimj  the  amount  of  compensation  allowed  to  n 


rs  and  registers  of  public  lands — Continued. 


Year. 


1624 
1618 
1819 
1820 
1621 
1822 
1823 
1824 


181B 
1819 
1620 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 


1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1824 


1818 
1619 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 


i822 

i«a 

1824 
1822 
1823 
1824 


Dislricts  and  officers. 


ST.  STEPnES'.S,  ALABAMA— ('ontiniK-lI. 


Georgf.'  Conw.iy,  ri'ffivcr. . 

Lsmel  I'ickfiis,  ri'gisicT 

do 

do 

do 

William  .Vyli'tt,  rogistiT  . . . 

do 

do 


IIltSTSVILLE,    ALABAMA. 

John  HralKiin,  rt-t-civcr 

do 

do 

Obadiah  Jones,  reccivi'r 

do 

io 

do 

do 

Jolin  Head,  register 

do 

do 

Benjamin  S.  I'ope,  register 

do 

do 

do 

do 


TUSCALOOSA,    ALABAMA. 

William  G.  Parish,  receiver 


.do. 
■  do. 


John  MeKee,  register  ... 

do 

lo 

do 

Wlllia[n  P.  Gould,  registi 


CAIIABA,    ALABAMA. 


John  Taylor,  receiver  . 
do 


.do. 


do.   

William  Taylor,  receiver. 

do 

do 

do 

Alexander  Pope,  register  . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


SPARTA,    AL^ 


John  Herbert,  receiver  ... 

do 

do 

Eldridge  S.  Greening,  regis 

do 

do  


§142 
990 
2.:i00 
784 
296 
333 

1,196 
313 


1,429 
2  222 
438 
142 
864 
499 
501 
22 
1,485 
2,034 
492 
853 
437 
579 
185 
152 


1,201  45 
2,440  41 
562  80 
105  83 
l.a50  00 
1,140  02 


1,746  57 
2,500  00 
2,537  75 

949  11 

7  78 

2,066  78 

637  02 

653  03 
1,756  92 
2,500  00 
1,274  69 

404  86 
2,398  51 

717  55 
1,242  85 

12 

19  68 

333  51 

2  03 

343  50 

89  69 


$70  00 
18  00 
108  00 


330  00 
180  00 

60  00 
215  00 

60  00 


330  00 
180  00 

60  00 
215  00 

60  00 


70  00 
546  00 
310  00 


120  00 

70  00 

546  00 

210  00 


120  00 
60  00 


120  00 
60  00 


c  -3 


o 


§63  92 


192  56 


15 

00 

68 

16 

110  40 

54  96 

442  04 

167 

26 

243  51 

30  99 

216  37 

92 

21 

39 

50 

15 

13 

590 

2,7 

100 

43 

194 

75 

35 

12 

12 

25 

10 

.50 

27 

87 

8  00 

121 

05 

84 

25 

35  37 


576  25 

191  30 

235  62 

U  00 

1  00 

24  87 

5  62 

25  50 

279  80 

12  81 

156  87 

8  00 

a>  50 

4  .50 

57  62 

10  00 

2  60 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  *1irril  '29,  18-26. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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I'Jth  CnxcRESs.]  yp.    524.  [1st  Session. 

TO  ArTIIOinZK   THE    LOrATIOX  OF   A  YIKCIXIA    MILITARY  I.AXTi    AVAUKANT    ON    l,A\[» 

OF  THE  UXn'El)  STATES  IX  OHIO. 

Cli.MMlXlC.iTEP    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    liEPUESENT.VTI  \  KS    .M.W    fl,     1  SlJCi. 

Mr.  Estill,  h\nii   the  CoiuiuiUci'  on  I'liblic  Lamls,  to  wliom  was  lol'eiTcil  tlir  potiliou  of  I'raiu-is  Ficston, 

rrliorto(l: 

It  appears  from  tlio  petition  and  docuincnts  to  ns  referred  that  General  A\'illiani  Canipljcll,  at  the 
coinnieiiceinent  of  the  revolutionary  war,  was  a  cajitain  in  the  rej;'iinent  eoininandeil  l>y  Colonel  I'atriek 
Henry,  but  whether  that  ri\n-inient  was  ever  taken  into  the  United  States  ser\iee  I  he  (lestiueli..n  of  llie 
public  rce<irds  by  the  enemy  renders  it  dillieiilt  now  to  determine;  that  on  dune  14,  ITM,  (ieneial  Camp- 
bell was,  by  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  delep.'ates  of  Yiri;'inia,  created  a  lirij;-adier  p;eneral  ol  her  niililia, 
and  coutimicd  g'cnerally  in  service  till  his  death;  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  merilorious  ami  gallant  of 
her  oflicers,  and  at  Kinj;''s  Jlonntaiii,  where  he  commanded,  Guilfonl,  and  other  liattles  -wilh  the  emniy, 
rendered  the  most  signal  services  to  his  conntry,  for  which  he  receiveil  a  vote  of  thanks,  a  Imrsi',  swoiil, 
pistols,  &c.,  from  his  native  State;  that  after  his  death  in  the  public  service,  by  a  resolution  ui'  the  \"n-- 
ginia  legislature  of  December  19,  1183,  it  was  determined  further  to  reward  the  extraordinary  and  meri- 
torious military  services  nf  ihis  oilicer  by  a  bounty  of  o.ddO  acres  of  land;  that  on  Decendier  22,  1783, 
Yirginia,  by  resolution,  appropriated  all  the  surplus  of  the  lands  set  apart  for  the  ollicers  and  soldiers 
of  her  army  on  continental  and  State  establishment,  and  which  should  n(jt  be  entered  before  duly  1,  1784, 
to  tiie  satisfaction  of  such  military  bounties;  that  the  lands  so  set  apart  for  the  satisfaction  of  warrants 
issued  by  Yirginia  to  her  ollicers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishment  were  situate  in  the 
now  State  of  Kentucky;  that,  from  various  causes,  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State 
establishment  could  not  locate  their  warrants  within  the  time  specified  by  law,  nor  until  after  Yirginia 
ceased  to  have  control  over  the  territory  set  ajjart  for  their  location,  by  the  erection  of  Kentucky  into  an 
independent  State;  that  on  Itecember  23,  1783,  Yirginia  issued  a  warrant  to  Charles  Campbell,  only  S(jn 
of  General  Campbell,  for  ri.OOO  acres  of  land,  in  consideration  of  the  meritorious  military  services  of  his 
father;  that  Charles  Camiibell  died  a  minor,  leaving  an  only  sister,  also  a  minor,  to  wdiom  said  warrant 
descended,  and  who,  in  17'J3,  and  still  a  minor,  intermarried  with  the  ))etitioner;  that  jn'evious  to  the  mar- 
riage the  time  for  locating  this  and  such  warrants  expired,  and  further  permission  to  locate  could  not  be 
given  b_y  Yirginia,  who  had  previously  ceased  to  have  control  of  the  territory,  and  no  provision  has  been 
made  bj-  Kentucky  by  which  such  warrants  could  be  located  in  her  territory;  that  the  petitioner  has,  since 
his  marriage,  made  an  unsuccessful  application  to  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  for  some  provision  by 
which  he  might  be  enalded  to  locate  his  warrant  in  that  State;  that,  at  the  jircssing  solicitation  of  the 
Congress,  Yirginia,  from  motives  the  most  disinterested  and  patriotic,  in  1784,  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
without  any  equivalent,  nearly  all  of  her  territory  north  of  the  Ohio  river,  comprising  much  the  largest 
and  richest  portion  thereof,  for  the  ])urpose  of  enabling-  the  Con.gress  to  meet  its  engagements  contracted 
during  the  war  of  the  revolution.  This  donation,  perhaps  the  most  valuable  and  ilisinterested  ever  made, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Congress  the  present  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  together  with  the 
Michigan  and  Xortlnvcst  Territories — a  fund  from  wdiich  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  derived 
many  millions  of  dollars,  and  which  is  still  productive;  that  Yirginia,  anxious  to  ju'cserve  her  puldic 
faith,  and  fearing  that  the  lands  set  apart  in  that  portion  of  her  territory  composing  the  [U'esent  State  of 
Kentucky  for  the  location  of  warrants  issued  to  her  officers  and  soldiers  might  prove  insufficient  for  the 
designed  object,  in  her  deed  of  cession  to  the  United  States,  reserved  the  territory  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
lying  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami  rivers  fVir  the  satisfaction  of  these  warrants.  It  is  ditKcult  at  this 
time  to  determine  whether  General  Campbell  ever  was  an  officer  within  the  description  mentioned  in  one 
part  of  the  deed  of  cession,  viz:  "an  officer  on  continental  or  State  establishment; "  but  there  is  little 
difficult}'  in  determining  that  ho  is  within  another  description  of  those  provided  for  in  said  deed,  viz: 
"officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army."  Y'our  C(unmittee  arc,  however,  inclined  tii  the  opinion  that 
he  comes  within  the  description  of  each  class,  and  was  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  reservation  of 
the  tract  of  country  between  the  Scioto  and  JSIiami  rivers.  If  so,  this  warrant  might  have  been  located 
within  that  reservation.  But  the  petitioner  had  a  difficulty  to  encounter  in  the  location  of  his  warrant 
which,  it  seems,  has  hitherto  been  considered  insurmountable  without  legislative  aid,  and  which  has  pre- 
vented its  location,  and  may  be  supposed  to  present  an  obstacle  to  its  hjcation  within  the  reserved  district. 
The  difficultj'  is  this:  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution  on  which  this  warrant  is  founded,  and  by  the  warrant 
itself,  its  location  is  to  be  postponed  until  after  the  lands  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  conti- 
nental and  State  line  should  be  laid  ijff;  and  your  committee  are  infornicMl  that  those  lands  are  not  yet  all 
laid  off.  To  this  it  may  be  answered  that  at  the  date  of  this  warrant  Yirginia  had  not  parted  with  any 
of  her  territory;  that  Kentuckj'  was  not  erected  into  a  separate  State  until  1792;  that  there  was  a  time 
fixed  by  law  for  the  location  of  those  warrants,  to  which  tliis  was  postponed,  within  which  it  was  reascm- 
able  to  expect  that  those  warrants  would  be  located,  and  bej'ond  wdiich  it  was  not  contemplated  by  Yir- 
ginia to  postpone  its  location.  It  is  not,  therefore,  reasonable  further  to  postpone  the  location  of  this 
warrant,  more  especially  wdien  it  is  considered  that  the  United  States  Jiave,  from  time  to  time,  made  provi- 
sion by  law  extending  the  time  within  which  the  warrants  to  which  this  has  been  postponed  might  be 
located,  the  last  of  which  expired  in  January,  1824,  and  as  it  is  believed  that  the  reserved  lands  within 
the  district  aforesaid  are  abundantly  sufficient  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  warrants  issued  by  Yirginia 
to  her  officers  and  soldiers.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  petitioner  has  felt  bound  to  wait  for  the  location 
of  all  the  warrants  issued  to  the  ollicers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  and  State  line  before,  in  his 
opinion,  his  own  could  be  located,  and  has  thus  been  prevented  from  locating  it. 

Y'our  comnnttce  forbear  to  urge  any  argument  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of  the  iictitioner,  as  the  subject 
is  fully  and  ably  discussed  in  the  several  statements  of  the  petitioner,  from  1  to  3,  inclusive,  to  be 
found  among  the  documents  accompanying  the  petition,  and  to  which  they  refer.  Ymir  committee  content 
themselves  with  the  simple  impiiry,  what  would  Yir.ginia  now  do  if  slie  possessed  the  I'urisdict ion  and 
soil  ceded  to  the  United  States?     A   reference  to  lii'i'  resululion  of  I»ecendicr  22,  1783,  tn  bi'  found  ainung 


782  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  524. 


the  documents  referred  to,  and  her  act  of  cession  to  the  United  States,  wdl  satisfactorily  answer  the  ques- 
tion There  cannot  be  a  doubt  tliat,  as  she  tlien  felt  that  her  faith  was  pledged  to  provide  a  fund  for  the 
satisf'ictioii  of  this  warrant;  that  as  in  her  deed  of  cession  she  manifested  the  strongest  disposition  to 
provide  for  this  among  other  claims  upon  her  bounty  and  justice;  that  as  she  has,  by  her  public  acts, 
o-iven  the  hi<'-hest  evidence  of  her  sense  of  the  services  rendered  her  and  our  common  country  by  this 
distino-uished^and  meritorious  officer,  that  she  would,  without  hesitation,  provide  the  means  of  satisfying- 
this  warrant  if  in  her  i.ower.  lias  the  obligation  acknowledged  by  A  irgiuia  passed  with  the  soil  to  the 
United  States  ''  Your  connnittee  think  that  it  has.  The  right  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  this  reserved 
territory  was  vested  at  the  time  of  the  cession.  The  United  States  took  the  soil  as  a  volunteer,  with  the 
exception  of  this  and  some  ntlier  small  reservations,  which  were  never  intended  to  be  passed  to  the 
United  States-  and  as  this  government  received  the  jurisdictiTm  over  this  territory  -svithout  equivalent,  it 
is  morally  and  equitably  liound,  in  all  cases,  to  redeem  the  pledged  faith  of  the  donor,  inasmuch  as  the 
United   States  accepted*  the  grant,  subject  to   all  the   obligations  and   conditions  to  which  Virginia  had 

previou.slv  subjected  herself.  .  ,  .      ,  -,   ,-      .       ,    ■       ,    ,  ,      <.   •  , 

Your  committee,  uiulerstaiiding  that  there  is  within  the  reserved  district  lying  between  the  bcioto 
and  Miami  rivers  a  sulliciency  of  g'ood  land  for  the  satisfaction  of  this  and  all  other  military  warrants 
intended  by  Virginia  to  be  located  there,  think  it  just  that  the  petitioner  should  have  leave  to  locate  his 
warrant  of  5,000  acres  on  any  of  the  vacant  lands  in  that  district.  They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 


No.  1. 
Ix  THE  llnrsE  OF  Delegates,  Friday,  Dcccmhcr  19,  178.3. 

Jiesolvcd,  That  tlu^  )ietitii>n  of  AVilliam  Christian  and  Artliur  Camiibell,  guardians  of  Charles  Campbell, 
the  only  son  of  General  William  Campbell,  deceased,  is  reasonable. 

Mesoh-ed,  That  after  the  lands  given  by  law  as  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  snrvej'ed 
and  laid  ofl", 'five  thousand  acres  of  the  surplus  be  granted  tn  the  said  (•liarles  Campbell,  in  consideration 
of  the  meritorious  services  of  his  late  father,  General  AVilliam  Campbell,  deceased. 

\  true  coviv  of  a  resolution,  as  the  same  passed  in  the  general  assembly  December  22,  1783. 

Teste:  J.  PLEASANTS,  Jr,  C.  ff.  i». 

December  1-2,  ]S08. 


No.  2. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  disire  of  the  committee  that  I  slmuld  prove  General  Campbell  to  have  been  on 
continental  establishment,  and  of  that  grade  which  would  entitle  liiin  to  the  quantity  of  acres  of  land 
which  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  their  resolution  of  1783,  gave  him.  In  jnirsuing  these  inquiries  in  the 
old  records  of  Virginia,  I  have  found  insurmountable  difficulties,  as  well  from  the  destruction  of  the 
records  of  those  times  by  tin;  enemj'  as  from  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  our  countrj^  were 
mana<i-ed  at  that  early  period  of  the  revolution.  Our  situation  was  novel  and  critical,  our  plans  undigested, 
of  course  governed  by  events  as  they  occurred,  and  consequently  no  regular  system  pursued.  It  is  therefore 
presumed  it  cannot  be  expected  that  complete  information  can  now  be  obtained.  In  aid,  however,  of 
these  means,  I  have  resorted  to  gentlemen  who  I  supposed  might  have  a  knowledge  of  the  concerns  of 
our  country  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  of  General  Campbell  personally.  Their  certificates 
are  herewith  enclosed,  and  will  prove  that  General  Campbell  was  in  the  service  of  liis  countrj',  as  a 
captain,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  until  1777,  on  that  kind  of  continental  establishment  which 
was  only  known  at  that  period;  that  he  commanded  as  a  colonel  at  King's  Jlouutaiu,  and  that  in  1781  he 
was  appointed  a  general  over  the  militia  of  Virginia  by  the  legislature  thereof.  These  are  the  military 
situations  in  which  he  stood  in  the  revolutionaiy  war;  and  for  his  services  in  those  situations  it  was  that 
the  legislature  of  Virginia  granted  this  warrant. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  from  these  facts  that  if  the  title  of  the  soil  on  the  southeast  and  northwest 
sides  of  the  Ohio  river  had  remained  in  Virginia  no  hesitation  could  possibly  be  made  to  the  satisfaction 
of  this  claim.  When  the  resolution  on  which  it  exists  did  pass  the  public  gratitude  was  unbounded 
towards  General  Canqibell;  indeed,  the  people  of  Virginia  have  not  yet  forgotten  his  signal  services,  nor 
would  they  be  indifferent  to  the  event  of  his  claim,  but  would  hold  themselves  under  an  obligation  to 
remonstrate  upon  a  refusal  of  a  compensation  for  a  right  the  origin  of  which  may  be  said  to  have  been  a 
leading  nerve  of  the  American  independence. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Virginia  no  longer  can  control  the  disposal  of  the  soil,  except  it  be  by  appeal- 
ing to  the  real  circumstances  which  dictated  the  cession. 

^Vhat  induced  her  to  cede  this  territory?  It  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  at  the  most  urgent 
entreaty  c)f  Congress,  that  the  confederation  might  be  no  longer  obstructed.  The  jealousy  of  those  States 
having  no  waste  lands  could  not  otherwise  be  soothed. — (See  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  September, 
1780.)  Her  magnanimity  and  patriotism  would  seem  to  deserve  at  least  this  return,  that  the  claim  of  Gen- 
eral Campbell  on  the  honor  and  justice  of  Virginia  should  not  be  treated  with  the  same  rigor  and  scrupulous- 
ness as  if  she  had  sold  her  territorj'  to  the  other  States  with  a  view  of  making  money  by  the  bargain,  or 
as  if  the  other  States  had  given  money  for  it.  There  is  a  character  in  transactions  like  these  which 
the   United  States  ought  never  to  relinquish  by  the  adoption  of  strict  criticisms. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  revolution  a  tract  of  country  had  been  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Virginia  troops  serving  in  the  war;  and  when  the  land  office  was  opened  in  ilay,  1799,  that  reservation 
was  contirmed. — (P.  Oti,  Chancellor's  Revisal.)  The  grant  to  General  Campbell  was  placed  on  the  ground 
with  that  to  the  other  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  State  and  continental  line,  except  that  they  were  to  be 
satisfied  first.  On  Drcemlier  19,  17S3,  the  resolution  passed  the  house  of  delegates,  and  on  the  20th 
became  final  liy  the  approliation  of  the  senate.  At  this  time  the  general  assembly  had  full  powers  over 
tlie  lands  in  cpiestion,  and  understood  that  tliiy  possessed  and  acted  on  this  belief,  although  they  had,  on 
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J;imuirY  2,  l"Sl,  ulVcrcil  lu  rnlc  the  rouiilry  tn  llic  I'liiti-il  Sl:itrs  mi  \rr_\  imn\  tiMiiis,  wliirh  had  uol  licrii 
tlieii  accoiitcd  by  Ciinj;'rcss.  NiiV,  nutrc;  cm  |)ci-riiLlici'  i'l.  \\>^',\,  llicv  spci-iully  |iiiivii|c  fur  iMumtics,  lil.,' 
that  of  Guucral  Caiuplu'll's,  cmt  nf  thcsf  huiils.  On  ihr  \rv\  same  chiv  (hry  passed  Ihc  hiw  aLilhm-i/.iiij;- 
the  dclog'atfs  tVulu  Viryniia  to  (JoiigTCSb  to  make  tlu;  cession  liy  a  deed,  whieh,  however,  was  not  exeruled 
until  some  time  in  the  succeeding' year.  Is  is  credilalih'  that,  with  so  reeeni  an  attenlion  to  liie  snlijeet, 
they  woukl  have  lost  the  memory  ol'  wliat  Ihi^y  hail  done  hut  a  lew  hours  I.elMre  lor  (ieneial  ('auiiihell's 
heirs?  I^'ot  forgetting'  it,  can  they  he  [iresunied  ijdentionally  lo  ha\c  renouneeil  llieir  lienevohiiee, 
spring'ing'  from  gratitude,  and  to  liave  aliamloned  him  to  wiioni  the  I'liiteil  Stales  were  so  dee|ily  indelited? 
or  can  there  exist  a  hardiliood  sullicient  to  assert  tliat  tlie  otiier  States  would  have  paused  at  the  aeeepl- 
ance  of  the  cession,  merely  bei'ause  5,000  acres  were  to  he  withdrawn  from  ihe  millions  ceded,  and  given 
to  the  family  of  a  nu^n  whose  valor  acliieved,  upon  a  voluntary  imjiulse,  what  is  now  recorded  in  history 
as  an  illustrious  epoch  in  our  revolutionary  strug'g'le? 

It  is  believed,  moreover,  if  the  act  of  cession  were  to  be  interpreti'd  as  a  court  of  eipiity  would  inter- 
pret a  deed,  under  such  circumstances  (Jeueral  Campbell's  heir  would  be  slieltereil  uudi'r  its  construction. 

The  true  reasou  why  tlu'  resohitiou  (d'  January,  1781,  did  not  speak  specially  of  this  and  other  boun- 
ties ■v\'as,  that  nonesuch  had  occurred  out  of  the  continental  and  State  lines,  which  alone  weri'  then  con- 
templated and  recognized  in  express  terms.  But  when  the  act  of  cession  was  drawn,  the  reseivation  of 
these  lines  is  uot  excepted  out  of  the  general  grant  to  the  United  States  by  the  same  express  and  special 
terms,  but  bj'  these,  "not  disposed  of  liy  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  AmiTican  urinij.'' 
General  Campbell's  is  a  bounty,  lie  was  an  i.illicer,  not  as  far  as  appears  in  the  resolution  in  his  favor  in 
either  of  the  lines;  he  was  an  otllcer  of  the  Ameriran  ui'imj,  because,  in  strictness,  the  militia,  the  State 
troops,  and  the  continental  troops,  were  never  so  denominated  but  in  a  lil.ieral  sense,  lie  was  an  ollicer 
in  the  army,  in  a  military  corps  serving  the  American  cause.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  this  deliniliou 
will  admit  pretent:-ions  from  oflicers  of  the  militia,  because  General  Camiibell  claims  a  bounty  particular 
to  himself  by  special  resolution,  and  oflicers  of  the  militia  in  general  could  not  lind  words  even  so  com- 
prehensive, which  before  the  act  of  cession  would  confer  bounties  on  them,  liut,  after  all,  if  the  Virginia 
assembly  mistook  the  real  force  of  the  terms  American  army,  or  even  if,  while  the  act  of  cession  was  in 
its  progress  through  the  legislature  at  the  same  time  with  General  Caniiibell's  resolution,  they  should 
have  fiu-g'otten  the  latter,  is  it  j)ossible  that  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  can  so  far  hazard  itself  for 
the  paltry  quantity  of  5,000  acres  of  wild  lands,  whieh  they  hold  in  immense  cjuainities,  and  millions  of  them 
by  the  courtesy  of  Virginia,  as  to  suil'er  it  to  be  iiroclainied  that,  without  paying  a  cent  from  their  treasury, 
they  will  accept  a  pure  gift  from  Virginia  of  federal  patriotism,  which  luul  been  previously  enciuubered 
with  a  perfect  debt  of  public  gratitude  to  an  indi\'idual,  and  take  refuge  in  the  ambiguity  of  language  from 
that  debt  which,  but  for  inattention,  misapprehension,  or  accident,  w'ould  have  been  more  minutely  avowed  1 
Besides,  in  a  case  Ix'tween  man  and  man,  this  woidd  be  reprobated  in  a  court  of  equity.  It  might  be 
said  that  when  the  seller,  who  had  in  the  usual  course  of  such  transactions  clogged  the  estate  sold 
with  any  encumbrance,  had,  from  any  cause,  failed  to  UK'tdiou  it  to  the  purchaser,  the  estate  itselt  sliouhl 
continue  charged  with  it.  In  the  present  instance  the  usual  style  of  such  business  was  jircserved. 
Virginia,  possessing'  full  soverei,g'nty  over  the  lands,  resolve  that  General  Campbell's  heir  shall  have  a 
small  portion  of  them  for  the  most  valuable  consideration.  A  patent  could  not  lie  immediately  issued  in 
full  form,  because  it  was  to  be  satislied  out  of  the  surplus  not  yet  ascertained.  Before  the  surplus  could 
be  ascertained,  the  property  is  alienated  to  a  body  who  paid  nothing  for  it.  The  grant  of  this  warrant  is 
one  of  the  public  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  legislature.  That  body  felt  the  service  wdiich  dictated  the 
grant  as  connected  with  their  welfare,  if  not  with  their  being.  It  would  therefore  seem,  to  reject  sui-h  a 
claim,  the  United  States  must  assume  the  prerogative  of  converting  what  woiUd  be  a  wrong  in  a,n 
.individual  into  a  right  in  their  own  case.  Xo  rule  of  morality  is  known  to  render  justice  thus  liexible, 
nor  are  the  United  States  understood  ever  to  have  assuiued  an  exemption  from  the  rules  of  good  faith. 
It  is  therefore  hoped  that  the  commander  of  Eincj'a  Mountain,  wdio  died  in  the  service  of  his  country,  v.-ill 
uot  be  marked  as  a  solitary  example  of  such  imminent  injustice.  It  is  the  descendant  of  this  man  who  is 
now  seeking'  her  rights  from  the  representatives  of  this  nation,  and  -who,  if  it  had  not  been  for  fortuitous 
■  circumstances,  might  have  b<x'n  leading  out  a  life  in  wretchedness  and  poverty,  with  a  claim  of  iive 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  her  pocket,  predicated  on  tin.'  bounty  of  her  country,  without  possessin,g  one 
solitary  acre!  It  is  true,  the  heir  of  General  Camiibell  is  far  from  relying  on  this  for  her  subsistence;  j'et 
the  possessing'  it  would  be  more  grateful  to  her  than  double  the  number  of  acres  in  the  ordinary  mode  of 
jjurchase. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  so  strongly  inqiressed  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  be  actuated 
by  the  same  justice,  liberality,  and  gratitude,  in  disjiosing'  of  this  claim,  wdiich  pervaded  the  breasts  of 
those  who  gave  it,  that  it  is  with  contidence  and  with  jjleasure  I  submit  the  subject  to  their  consideration 
and  disiiosai. 

I'UANCIS  niESTON. 


No.  3. 

To  the  Committi'c  on  Fuhlir  Land^ : 

I  have  deemed  it  not  improper  to  present  to  the  committee  a  short  statement  of  tlie  case  contained  in 
the  petition  I  liad  the  honor  to  have  presented  to  Congress,  and  some  ideas  which  have  occurred  on  the 
limited  consideration  I  have  been  enabled  to  give  the  subject.  For,  although  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
interest  to  rac,  yet  I  have  never  heretofore  thought  it  necessary  to  investigate  the  principles  of  the  I'laim, 
because,  having  the  evidence,  I  supposed  the  faith  of  the  State  was  pledged  for  its  satisfaction,  and  that 
any  regulations  wdiich  she  would  make  in  relation  to  her  lands,  cither  with  the  United  States  or  the  Static 
of  Kentucky,  would  always  have  an  eye  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  iif  her  oflicers  and  soldiers,  and 
that  her  bounties  and  gifts  were  not  merely  nominal,  but  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  good  faith. 
^S&  On  December  19,^1783,  by  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  a  warrant  of  5,000  acres  was 
granted  to  Charles  Campbell,  son  of  General  William  Campbell,  for  the  meritorious  services  of  tlie  said  (Gene- 
ral Campbell  in  the  revolutionarj'  war,  on  the  condition  it  should  not  be  located  until  the  claims  for  land  by 
the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State  establishiuent  should  be  satislied. 

On  December  22,  17S3,  another  resolution  passed  tlie  legislature  of  Virginia,  directing  that  all  the 
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surplus  ImmiIs  witliin  tlic  territory  laiil  n(T  liy  law  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  continental  and  State 
estal'lislunents  on  the  east  side  of"  the  river  (iliid,  which  may  be  left  after  such  officers  and  soldiers  shall 
liave  surveyed  their  several  portions  under  entries  made  before  tlie  first  of  July  next,  (1184,)  shall  be  set 
apart  and  reserved  for  the  jinrposo  of  making  good  all  such  bounties.  About  this  period  Charles  Campbell 
<lied,  a  minor,  whereby  this  warrant  became  vested  in  Sarah  B.  Campbell,  the  only  remaining  child  of 
(jeneral  Campbell,  who  was  also  a  minor,  and,  of  course,  incapable  of  transacting  any  business,  or 
procuring  it  to  be  done;  but,  soon  after,  guardians  were  appointed  for  the  said  Sarah  for  this  and  other 
])urposes,  though  before  they  proceeded  to  act  on  this  warrant  further  than  to  deposit  it  in  the  proper 
iitlice,  a  ciintest  arose  as  to  the  ]iropriety  of  their  appointments,  which  jjcnded  until  Kentucky  became  a 
State,  within  whf)se  limits  the  portion  of  the  country  allotted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  lay. 

In  the  year  l"'.t:5  1  became  interested  in  this  warrant  by  my  intermarriage  with  Sarah  B.  Campbell, 
but,  being  in  i)ublic  business  at  that  period,  did  not  bestow  attention  to  it  until  the  year  1795,  when  I 
went  t(i  Kentucky  to  have  the  land  l(K"ited,  having  learned  it  had  been  neglected  by  the  guardians.  On 
apjilying  to  the  ]iroper  office,  kejtt  by  Major  Croghan,  he  thought  he  had  no  authority  then  to  locate  or 
enter  the  warrant,  and  advised  an  application  to  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  which  I  ininjediately  made 
by  petition,  jjraying  |)ermission  to  I(_)cate  it  on  the  lands  lying  on  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers,  as 
reserved  by  the  law  of  Virginia  erecting  Kentucky  into  a  sejiarate  State;  but  this  application  was  refused, 
under  the  impression,  it  is  believed,  that  it  was  a  subject  which  belonged  to  the  general  government,  and 
that  priivisio',1  was  made  for  it  in  the  deed  of  cession  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  United  States 
lif  the  lands  nurthwestward  of  the  river  Ohio. 

On  recurring  tci  that  instrument,  which  was  executed  Ijy  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
^'irginia  in  17JS4,  I  find  it  provides  that  in  case  the  good  lands  on  the  Tennessee,  Cumberland,  and  Green 
rivers,  which  had  been  reserved  for  the  American  army,  should  be  insufficient  for  the  jjurposes  intended, 
that  then  the  deficiency  should  l)e  made  up  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami  rivers.  This  provision  seems 
to  embrace  the  jiresent  case,  and  imposes  an  obligation  on  the  United  States  to  permit  this  w-arrant  to  be 
located  in  that  p(jrtion  of  the  country.  If  this  be  not  the  case,  the  State  of  Virginia  has  either  acted  with 
jierliily,  or  has  been  overreached  in  the  deed  of  cession,  as  it  relates  to  gifts  of  this  description.  As  to 
pi-rlidy,  the  State  of  Virginia  has  ever  been  incapable;  her  magnaninKJus  generosity  to  her  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  forbid  the  idea.  The  grant  of  the  warrant,  now  the  subject  of  investi- 
gation, does  away  any  imputation  of  the  kind,  as  there  was  no  positive  obligation  on  her  to  grant  it,  but 
arose  from  the  best  motives — a  grateful  remembrance  and  a  just  compensation  for  the  extraordinary 
services  of  a  meritorious  and  gallant  officer;  which  services  were  duly  appreciated  by  Virginia,  as  appears 
by  the  resolutions  herewith  exhibited.  That  the  State  of  Virginia  may  have  been  overreached  in  this 
transaction  is  not  improbable;  for  acting  with  the  United  States,  whom  she  would  properly  suppose  were 
actuated  by  the  same  generous  feelings  towards  the  supporters  of  the  revolution  that  she  was,  and  would 
do  precisely  as  she  would,  employed  no  caution  in  the  terms  of  that  transfer  which  granted  to  the  United 
States  an  extensive  fertile  portion  of  her  State  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Union,  after  complying  with 
her  special  engagements.  If  a  doubt  can  remain  whether  tlie  above-recited  clause  of  the  deed  of  cession 
embraces  this  case,  it  would  seem  there  ought  to  be  very  little  hesitation  in  the  legislature  of  the  Union 
to  carry  into  execution  the  intention  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  who,  most  certainly,  intended  to  provide 
for  such  claims.  Justice  seems  to  demand  a  liberal  construction,  and  policy  requires  it;  for,  being  on  the 
eve  of  a  war,  it  will  be  poor  encouragement,  indeed,  for  men  to  hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes  when  they 
observe  an  unwillingness  in  the  representatives  of  the  nation  to  make  compensation  for  those  hazards  and 
privations.  P>ut  I  am  inclined  to  believe  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  this  jioint;  and  that  the  only  difficulty 
is,  whctlier  this  warrant  is  to  remain  unlocated  until  all  the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  conti- 
nental estaljlishment  are  satisfied,  as  appears  to  be  the  condition  on  the  face  of  the  warrant.  This  condition, 
to  be  sure,  is  an  extraordinary  one,  but  it  would  have  been  infinitely  more  so  if  a  limitation  had  not  been 
fixed  for  the  location  of  warrants  on  continental  establishment.  But  this  was  done  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Virginia  legislature  in  relation  to  the  claims  on  the  lands  southeast  of  the  Ohio,  and  by  the  laws  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  northwest  side,  though  afterwards  extended  from  time  to  time  by 
Congress,  and  thereby  prevented  the  location  of  this  warrant.  As,  then,  the  limitation  has  been  extended 
fre<juciitly,  and  may  be  continued  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  this  claim,  it  would  seem  but  justice  that  it, 
which  is  as  obligatory  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  as  any  other  claim,  ought  now  to  be  permitted  to 
rest  on  the  same  princijiles  that  those  on  continental  establishment  do. 
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CT;.\Br  TO  BOUNTY  LAND  OF  AX  OFFICER  OF  THE  REGIMENT  COMMANDED  BY  GENERAL 

GKOIiGE  ROGERS  CLARK. 

COMMrXIC.VTED    TO    THE    SEX.\TE    5I.\Y  8,    1826. 

Mr.  IJ.Mirox,  fVoni  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Biggs,  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of  General  George  Rogers  Clark,  for  whom  a 
reservation  was  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia  in  her  act  of  cession  to  the  United  States,  and  was  entitled, 
under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  to  the  quantity  of  two  thousand  acres  of  that  reservation.  By  a  law  passed 
m  1  "S'J  Virgniia  appointed  a  board  of  commissioners  to  distribute  the  said  reservation  among  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  that  reginusnt,  but  provided  no  mode  of  giving  notice  to,  or  convening  the  officers  and 
soldiers  at,  such  distribution. 

Early  in  1785  the  petitioner  removed  from  Ohio  county,  Virginia,  to  the  Illinois  country,  which  had 
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been  conquered  by  General  (Mnrk,  an.l  li:.s  wsh],;]  ilicrc  evr  sine,-.     Snn„.ti,„,.   i„   Ur.M  \v,r  tlw  Yii-.'ini-i 

OoinnilSSluliers  nirt  at  l>nuisvill<',  in  Krnlurky,  l.,  in;.kr  Ihc  .lislril.utiui,  nl'  iIh-  IvsnvaliM,,  li  ■,|,,;T-,is 
from  the  evidence  l.rfore  tlie  e(.niniitt(r,  (hat  no  irouhu-  rol|,,rtho  said  o|lir,-rs  and  sn|,li,.,-s  had  h'.-rn' 
pi'eserved,  andtliatthedistrihnlinn  was  made  npon  the  ivcnHc-lion  of  ihr  ,,lli,vrs  ihiai  pivs.-nt  and  wilhmu, 
alh)ttino-_any  part  ol   tiie  hind  to  Iho  |.cliti.ai(  r,  who  was  ihoi,  ahscril.  aii.l  wilhoul  n..li.r  .,r  ,'iih.T  il,,-  ad 

of  Vn-g-inia  or  tlic  distrduitiun  mad.'  nndcr  il.     Tho  whoh.  ,,r  the  ivsevvalion  has  hem  di.n  Ihm.M  anio" 

the  other  olljeers  and  sohliers  of  that  rc-iiiKiil.  The  |,rtitioncr  ninst  lose  his  share  of  i|„-  irs,M\  ali,,,? 
without  hi.s  fault,  unless  either  the  State  of  Viru'inia  or  the  Cniled  Stales  will  comiKaisate  him  f.'.r  his 
services,  a.s  was  mtenileil  hy  In.th  Governments  in  formin-  the  c. impact  expr.'ssed  in  the  a<l  ,,f  cession 
and  tlie  acceptance  thereof  liy  tlie  Inited  Stati'S.  ' 

Yirg-inia  has  divested  herself  of  the  fund  ont  of  whi.h  slie  could  ph.ce  the  petitioner  in  the  sit  u.ation 
of  the  other  oihc(>rs  of  tliat  reginuMit,  and  therefore  caimol  do  s,,.  'fh,>  Inilcd  Statics  have  <,hlaine<i  a 
liberal_  cession  Ironi  the  Stat(>  of  Virginia,  and  has  the  means  of  compensating-  tlie  pel  it  loner  without 
prejudice  to  the  true  interests  of  the  Union.  Tlie  petitioner  is  now  old  and  lias  a  niimiaons  fcmilv,  and 
is  in  adverse  circumstances. 

The  committee  therefore,  without  insisting  upon  any  legal  oMigation  nn  llie  p.iii  .,f  the  rniied 
States  to  indeuinify  the  iietitioner,  believe  it  e(|uital.le  that  "the  petili.aier  should  he  phice.l  in  ihesilualion 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the  other  officers  of  the  regiment  that  con, pu  red  the  coimtrv  out  (,f  which  \u: 
asks  to  be  compensated. 

They  tlierefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  introduced  for  that  purpose,  as  amended  hy  ih(! 
committee. ' 
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RELATIVE   TO   TIIE   TRUE  BOL'XDAi;iES  OF  THE  VIROIXTA    MILITARY  lUjUXTV  L.\XI)    IX 
OHIO  AXD  CLA1.M8  TO   LAXD  WlTlllX  TIIE  SAME. 

CU.MiirXIC.VTED    TO    THE    SEX.VTE    .M.W    12,    182li. 

Mr.  Eatox  submitted  tlie  following-  statement: 

GEXER.iL    5l'Al;THir,'s    CLAIM. 

For  detailed  and  particular  information  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  tlie  bill  referred,  "a  hill  pro\  iding 
for  quieting-  the  puit;liasers  of  certain  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  in  tla-  State  of  Ohio,"  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  which  accompanied  the  bill  from  the  House  of  liepresentatives,  with  the 
documents  thereto  appended,  and  more  ]iarticulai-ly  tii  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Cairt  in  the  cas('  of 
Doddridge's  Lessee  i-.s.  Thompson  and  Wright. 

This  is  a  matter  of  fact  inquiry,  depending-  upon  where  a  particular  line  is  sitnateil. 

Yirg-inia  ceded  to  tlie  United  States  her  western  territory,  and,  lest  there  might  not  be  a  snnii-iency 
of  land  tit  for  cultivation  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  she,  in  her  act  of  cession,  declared  ■■that  if  the 
quantity  of  land  reserved  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio  for  the  Virginia  troo|is  on  continental  estab- 
lishment should  prove  insufticient  for  tlieir  legal  bounties,  the  deficiency  should  lie  maile  up  to  said  Iroeps 
in  good  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  rivers." 

The  lauds  reserved  for  this  purpose  on  the  siuitheast  side  did  prove  insufficient,  and  locations,  -svitli  a 
view  to  the  satisfaction  of  Virginia  continental  warrants,  weie  permitted  to  be  made  in  Ohio  between 
those  two  rivers,  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami. 

Each  of  those  rivers  run  from  the  m;irth  in  a  southern  direction,  discharging  themselve.-;  infii  the 
Ohio.  The  source  of  the  Scioto  is  fouud  to  be  upwards  of  fifty  miles  higher  to  the  norlli  than  tiie  .Miami. 
Its  liead  branch,  passing  round  the  Miami,  rises  west  of  it.  It  is  here  the  dispute  arises,  ami  the  (piestiou 
made  is,  what  proper  construction  is  to  be  given  to  the  words  used  in  the  Virginia  cession,  •■  between  the 
Scioto  and  Little  Miami?"  If  the  sources df  those  two  rivers  were  near  eac-h  other,  or  on  the  same 
parallel,  the  common  sense  and  plain  answer  w-ould  be  to  c-onnect  the  streams  by  a  direct  line;  and  to 
permit  entries  and  locations  between  those  rivers,  and  below  such  a  connecting  line,  wcaiKl  he  :i  compli- 
ance with  both  the  design  and  intention  of  the  declaration  contained  in  the  cession  hy  \  irginia  t.>  the 
United  States.  Owing,  however,  to  the  circumstance  of  one  river  having  its  source  farther  to  the  north 
than  the  other,  and  winding,  too,  further  to  the  west,  doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  manner  the  line  should 
be  run  from  tlie  Miami  to  the  Scioto,  so  as  to  constitute  truly  a  western  boundary  to  the  reserve. 

In  the  year  ISOU  the  United  States  directed  the  source  of  the  Miami  to  be  ascertained,  and  thence 
the  western  boundary  to  be  run;  in  pursuance  of  which  direction,  in  1SI)2,  a  line  was  ruii  and  marked 
from  the  source  of  the  Miami  to  the  Scioto,  which  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Ludlow's  line.  The  act 
of  Congress  provided  that  this  should  lie  recognized  as  the  west  l.Hiuiidary  to  the  resia-ve  if  m  two  years 
A'irginia  assented  to  it.  Virginia  never  did  assent;  and  hence,  although  the  line  was  run,  yet,  so  tar  as 
its  establi.shment  reiinired  the  assent  of  Virginia,  it  never  having  been  given,  the  line  was  not  coiiclii.sive. 

Another  attempt  was  made  in  the  year  1812,  and  in  that  year  commissiouers  on  the  part  ol  the  I  nited 
States  were  met  by  those  of  Virginia.  "  Tliev  did  not  agree,  and  of  course  nothing  definitive  or  conclusive 
was  done.  The  line  was  still  not  established,  the  Virginia  commissioners  contending  that  the  correct 
plan  was  to  commence  at  the  source  of  the  Scioto  and  run  .south  to  the  mouth  of  the  .Miami;  the  efiect  ot 
which  would  have  been,  not  to  set  apart  the  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami,  but  to  place  the  line 
entirelvb.  the  west  of  the  latter  river.  In  this  state  of  thnigs,  and  most  probably  in  expectation  of 
attaining  an  amicable  adjustment  <if  the  difference,  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  I  nited  states 
fixed  upon  a  point  very  ii'ear  to  wliere   Ludlow"  had   made   his    hegininng   and   departure;  but,  instead  ot 
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ninningr  north  to  the  Scioto,  tliey  turned  west  of  north,  and  ran  the  line  directly  to  the  head  source  of  the 
Scioto,  whicii  line  is  now  called 'Roberts',  leavinp-  included  between  it  and  Ludlow's  the  line  first  run,  viz: 
in  1802,  about  55,000  acres  of  land.  To  this  line  of  Roberts'  the  Virg-inia  commissioners  never  assented, 
and,  accordino-ly,  if  the  assent  of  that  State  be  at  all  necessary,  the  boundary  is  as  unfixed  and  uncertain 
as  is  that  of  Ludlow's. 

Between  tiiese  two  lines  General  McArthur,  in  1810,  made  locations  to  the  amount  of  14,000  acres, 
none  of  which,  except  one  for  255  acres,  was  perfected  into  a  grant  until  June,  1812;  9,000  or  10,000 
acres  are  iKit  yet  perfected;  and,  for  the  residue,  grants  were  obtained  after  the  United  States  had  sur- 
vej'ed'and  solii  lands  l>v  him  entered  upon,  and  now  claimed. 

The  <|uestioii,  under  these  circumstances,  is,  whether  Duncan  McArthur  or  those  who  purchased  .of 
the  United  States  iiave  tlie  better  title.  It  is  alleged  that  McArthur  has;  that  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the 
case  of  Doddridge's  Lessee  iv.  Wright  and  Thompson,  has  so  decided;  and,,  accordingly,  this  bill  is 
introduced  to  pay  (ieueral  McArthur  865,000,  and  thereby  to  put  aside  his  opposing  claim,  and  to  quiet 
the  claims  of  tho.se  who  have  ])urchased  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  conceived  that,  under  the  cession  and  contract  with  Virginia,  no  obligation  existed  against  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  continental  claim  of  Virginia,  to  the  extent  that  the  State  of  Virginia 
cciuld.  in  any  manner,  call  in  question  the  acts  of  the  United  States,  or  claim  any  visitorial  right  or  power. 
The  satisfaction  of  these  claims  dejiended  alone  on  good  faith  and  a  proper  execution  of  the  trust  con- 
lidcd.  Virginia,  in  tiie  cession  made  by  her  to  the  United  States,  makes  no  reserve  of  right,  but,  in 
language  merely  declaratory  of  her  owu  objects  and  purposes,  says  that,  if  the  lands  reserved  should 
prove  iiisuflicient,  the  deficiency  was  to  be  made  up  bcUrecn  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami.  Here  is  not  a 
right  reserved,  but  a  mere  direction  of  the  ti'ust.  Her  lands  were  about  to  be  yielded  to  the  general 
government;  a  debt  was  due,  founded  on  previous  assurances  made  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Rrevolution 
engaged  in  her  service;  and  hence,  in  the  cession  made,  a  language  like  this  is  held:  "  all  the  lands  to 
the  west,  witiiin  my  limits,  are  ceded,  but  j'ou  must  take  care  of  the  interests  of  those  to  whom  my  bounty 
has  been  prcjmised;  and  if  the  lands  reserved  in  Kentucky  shall' prove  insufficient,  provision  for  satis- 
fying their  claims  must  be  made  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami." 

With  a  view  to  this  object.  Congress,  in  May,  1785,  enacted  "  that  tlie  lands  lying  between  the  rivers 
Scioto  and  Miami  should  not  be  sold  or  alienated  until  there  should  be  taid  off  and  appropriated,  for  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  Virginia,  the  land  they  were  entitled  to  agreeably  to  the  act  of  cession."  In  this 
is  recognized  the  right  both  of  soil  and  of  sovereignty,  and  the  idea  maintained  that,  until  the  country 
should  be  particularly  designated,  laid  off]  and  appropriated,  and  autlioritj'  to  make  entries  did  not  attach, 
and  no  locations  could,  of  course,  be  made.  Virginia  had  merely  assented  that  certain  lands  lying  within 
a  particular  region  of  country  should  be  set  apart  for  the  satisfaction  of  her  bounty  claims;  but  when  this 
should  be  done,  or  how  they  sliould  be  meted  and  bounded,  was  aright  which,  in  the  nature  of  sovereignty, 
attacljed  to  the  United  States,  wl^o  stood  in  the  character  of  grantee  to  Vii-ginia.  Suppose  the  State  of 
Virginia  never  to  have  parted  with  the  soil;  that  she  had  3-et  retained  it,  and,  on  her  statute  book,  expres- 
sions such  as  Congress  has  used  had  been  found,  to  wit,  that  the  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami 
should  not  Vie  sold  or  alienated,  but  should  be,  and  was,  reserved  for  the  satisfaction  of  her  bounty  claims 
until  some  definite  act  w'as  passed  authorizing  locations  and  surveys  to  be  made  by  claimants,  it  would 
not  be  pretended  that  any  one,  merely  in  virtue  of  the  words  making  the  reservation,  would  be  possessed 
of  authority  to  proceed  and  perfect  their  warrants  into  g'rants.  To  authorize  this,  something  more  would 
be  necessarj';  it  would  be  necessarj'  for  the  sovereign  to  say  that  such  was  permitted  to  be  done,  and 
how,  and  when,  and  under  what  circumstances,  the  surveys  and  locations  should  be  made,  and  to  pre- 
scribing the  whole  process  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  right.  The  transfer  being  made,  the  LTnitcd 
States  possessed  every  right  which  Virginia  had;  and,  until  they  had  thrown  open  the  country,  there  was 
nothing  to  authorize  a  valid  entry  to  be  made.  The  question  remaining  is,  has  the  United  States  con- 
ceded this  authority? 

I'nquestionalily  the  United  States  had  the  right  to  say  that  a  line  should  be  drawn,  and  all  locations 
be  made  within  such  limits  as  they  might  prescribe,  and  refuse  to  set  apart  anj'  other  quantity  until  that 
should  be  fully  exhausted,  taking  care,  as  good  faith  required,  that  if  the  warrants  could  not  all  be  satis- 
fied, another  and  another  portion  of  their  location  should  be  again  assigned. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  pas.sed  in  May,  1800,  Congress  undertook  to  define  the  western  boundary  of 
the  reserve,  and  to  appropriate  those  reserved  lands  to  be  entered  upon  by  Virginia  claimants.  Accord- 
ingly land  districts  and  land  offices  were  created,  and  directions  issued  to  the  surveyor  general  to  have 
the  western  boundary  of  the  reserve  run.  Ludlow-,  who  was  directed  to  proceed  upon  this  business, 
having  ascertained  the  head  of  the  Little  Miami,  run  a  line  north  towards  the  Scioto  until  it  struck  the 
Indian  boundary,  where  he  discontinued  it.  This  line  was  run  and  marked  in  1802,  and  immediately 
thereafter,  in  pursuance  of  the  same  act  of  Congress,  he  surveyed  the  lands  lying  west  of  that  line,  and 
which  lands,  so  surveyed,  wi'rc  subsequently  sold  by  the  United  States.  They  are  the  same  lands  which 
General  McArthur  now  claims  in  pursuance  of  location  of  military  warrants  made  in  the  year  1810. 

Two  years  after  this  period,  to  wit,  in  March,  1804,  Congress  again  legislated  upon  this  matter,  and 
declared  that  the  line  run  by  Ludlow  should  constitute  the  western  boundary  of  the  reserve,  if  Virginia 
assented  thereto  witliin  two  years.  This  Virginia,  however,  never  did  do,  and  thence  is  maintained  an 
authority  to  niake  location  of  warrants  west  of  the  line.  This  opinion,  however,  must  be  fallacious,  inas- 
much as  the  United  States  were  altogether  sovereign,  and  Virginia,  by  virtue  of  the  terms  of  her  cession, 
deprived  of  every  authority  to  interfere  in  any  manner  whatever. 

From  this  period  until  1812  nothing  more  was  done  in  reference  to  the  establishing  the  western 
boundary  of  the  reserve.  In  that  act  they  refer  to  and  declare  Ludlow's  to  be  the  line,  and  that  it  should 
be  so  considered  until  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  part  of  Virginia  should, 
hij  eonmit,  edabti.--h  one.  At  the  same  session  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Congress  were  appointed, 
who  sub.sequently  met  those  of  Virginia,  but  they  did  not  arrive  at  any  agreemejit;  and  a  line,  under  the 
direction  of  the  United  States  commissioners  alone,  was  run  and  marked  from  the  head  of  tlie  Little 
Miami  to  the  s(jurce  of  the  Scioto,  a  distance  of  fifty-three  miles.  In  this  case  the  parties  disagreed,  and, 
of  consequence,  consent  not  being  had,  by  virtue"  of  the  terms  of  the  act,  Ludlow's  was  declared  to  be 
the  true  line.  By  w-hat  sort  of  argument  can  it  be  maintained  that  Roberts'  is  truly  the  line,  and  Lud- 
low's not?  The  United  States,  not  Virginia,  had  the  unquestioned  right  to  ascertain  and  to  decide  vpon 
this  matter.  Early  as  1804,  in  pursuance  of  this  right,  legislation  took  place  upon  this  subject,  and 
Ludlow's  line  was  agreed  upon,  subject,  to  be  sure,  to  the  condition  that  the  State  of  Virginia  should,  in 
two  years,  to  wit,  by  Marcli,  ISOfi,  give  her  consent.     In    1812,  however,  when   the  subject  was   again 
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legislated  upon,  this  line  of  Ludlow's  is  adverted  to,  and  the  declaration  made  that  it  is  to  be  and  remain 
tlie  true  line  unless   another  should,  by  eniisciil,  l)e  estalilished.     This   i-iinscnl  was  iicxci-  hinl,  ami    licni'c 

it  woidd  seem  to  be  a  lair   eonehisimi  that,    it  nut    belure.  al    least  in  ,  ls|-J,  Luillow's  wns,  liy   the 

jjroper  and  competent  authdrity,  iicclarc(l  to  be  thr  tnir  w cslia  ri  liniiii.|;iiy  to  the  rcsci  \ c  it  lln-  bnunilai'y 
lixed  by  the  act  of  1804  was  nut  absulute  and  certain,  ami  thr  eunsc-iit  ui'  \' ivj;\\\'.:[  mudr  any  diU'cri'iice, 
it  was  at  least  a  notice  to  clain)ants  tiiat  beyond  tiiat  linr  bi  thr  west  i(  was  nol  inlindnl  ihcy  sli.mld 
proceed  with  their  claims  for  location;  and  this  restrietinn  and  limit,  it  is  liclicN cii.  (he  I'nilcil  Stairs,  in 
virtue  of  the  rights  she  had  acquired  from  Virginia,  had  the  unrjuestioned  antlmrity  to  do.  If  ili<-  ciiiidi- 
tion  annexed,  that  it  rested  on  the  assent  .if  \'irginia,  can  \arv  tlie  force  of  llic  ar'.;uiiicnt.  Ilion,  nt  any 
rate,  the  act  of  1SI2  diil  liave  the  elfecl.  there  being  no  condition  then  anncxecl  to  [\\  and  eslalibsii  Lud- 
low's as  the  true  line. 

We  have  before  remarked  that  (ieneral  Mt-.\rthur  nnule  his  locations  in  the  year  islii,  six  years  after 
the  United  States,  liy  the  declaration  made  tliat  she  considered  Ludlow's  to  be  the  line,  had  given  notice 
that  tlie  lands  to  the  west  of  that  line  were  not  subject  to  appropriation,  ami  long  after  the  time,  too, 
when  the  public  surveys  had  been  made  aiul  the  land  west  of  the  line  sold  to  legitimate  pnrchasei-s.  Of 
course  McArthur  does  not  present  himself  to  the  consideration  of  the  couii:ry  as  a  man  clear  of  fault,  or 
acting  under  such  sort  of  innocent  mistake  ;is  to  be  recommendi'd  to  the  favorable  ncitice  and  considera- 
tion of  Cong'ress.  He  advanced  u]ion  the  danger  with  a  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances.  He  knew 
of  the  act  of  1804.  He  knew  of  Ludlow's  line  being  run  under  sanction  of  the  govermnent.  He  knew  of  the 
surveys  that  had  been  made  west  of  that  line,  and  of  the  sales  that  had  been  made  t(.i  innocent  purchasers 
for  fair  and  valuable  consideration.  He  knew,  too,  of  other  and  good  lands,  properly  and  certaiidy  within 
the  reserve,  which  he  might  have  appropriated  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  warrants;  .all  these  things  he  did 
know,  and  yet,  disregarding  them  all,  chose  to  throw  himself  in  collision  with  the  United  States,  and  to 
draw  iu  question  and  to  embarrass  all  they  had  done. 

Again:  although  General  McArthur's  locations  were  made  in  1810,  his  grants,  most  ol'  them  at  least, 
are  not  yet  issued.  The  few  tliat  have  been  issued  are  posterior  to  the  act  of  1812,  which  positively  declares 
Ludlow's  to  be  the  line,  with  the  exception  of  one  of  about  250  acres;  and  this  was  issued  a  few  days 
before  the  passing  of  the  act  of  1812.  If,  then,  hardships  are  to  be  complained  of,  they  are  truly  of  his 
own  seeking,  for  justice  was  within  his  reach  without  his  coming  in  contact  with  those  acts  which  had 
been  authorized  hy  the  government.  Locations  or  entries  are  but  incipient  inchoate  rights;  no  titles  are 
derived  until  the  grant  be  issued.  The  location,  to  be  sure,  operates  as  a  lien  upon  the  land  ai>pro]iriated, 
to  the  extent  of  notice  to  after  locators,  that  tliej-  may  avoid  collision,  but  ag-ainst  the  sovereign  authority 
it  creates  neither  a  lien  nor  bar;  it  is  only  when  the  sovereign,  by  its  own  ;ict,  in  the  making  a  grant,  is 
estopped,  and  even  then  the  esti'ppel  fails  to  operate,  if,  as  in  this  case,  previous  grants  have  been  made 
to  others.  General  ilcArthur  consequently  had  the  authority,  and  j^et  has  it,  to  the  extent  of  10,000 
acres,  of  withdrawing  his  entries,  and  receiving  all  that  the  United  States  is  bound,  in  right,  justice,  or 
under  her  compact  of  cession,  to  do.  to  be  furnished  with  lands  tit  for  cultivation.  With  this  he  is  not 
content,  but,  with  open  eyes,  ventures  in  contlict  with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  subjects  her 
to  much  trouble  and  expense,  as  ■well  iu  courts  of  justice  as  out,  and  now  comes  here  and  asks  to  be  paid 
the  value  of  lands  which,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances,  he  has  improperly  entered. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  adjudged  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  this  case,  and 
that  the  decision  iu  the  case  of  Doddridge's  Lessee  us.  Thompson  and  Wright  determines  every  doubt  iu 
favor  of  General  McArthur.  This  is  believed  not  to  be  the  case.  Thompson,  who  was  defendant  in  this 
case,  was,  to  he  sure,  a  purchaser  under  and  from  the  LTnited  States;  but  then  the  very  fact  which  is  the 
material  one  in  the  inquiry  was  yielded.  It  was  an  agreed  case,  and  the  facts  consented  to  were  all 
spread  upon  the  record;  and  upon  the  facts  thus  agreed  to  and  spread  out  the  court  was  required  to 
decide.  One,  and  the  most  material  of  all,  was  the  admission  that  Roberts'  was  the  true  line;  which  lieing 
conceded,  the  court  determined  this,  and  nothing  more,  that  the  locations  made  were,  of  course,  within  the 
reserve,  and  if  so,  then  was  the  result  certain  that  they  were  subject  to  entry  by  the  holders  of  military 
warrants.  The  line  of  Roberts  being  admitted,  the  conclusion  fairly  resulted  that  those  lands  were  sutiject 
to  entry  and  location  for  the  reason  that,  by  the  act  of  1T90,  a  general  authority  was  given  to  the  holders  of 
warrants  to  proceed  to  satisfy  them  on  the  lands  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami,  and  because,  by  the  act 
of  1785,  not  repealed,  Congress  had  abs<ilutely  forbid  that  any  of  the  lands  lying  hiiirecn  those  rivers 
should  be  sold  or  alienated  until  the  Virginia  warrants  should  have  been  satished.  The  simple  isolated 
inquiry'  for  the  Supreme  Court  to  determine  was,  whether  or  not  was  the  location  of  Doddridge  situated 
between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami;  and  here  they  were  precluded  from  all  inquiry,  for  the  reason  that 
Roberts'  line  was  adntitted  on  the  record.  Consequently,  the  court,  in  delivering  their  opinion,  use  this 
language:  "We  are  relieved  from  the  inquiry  respecting  the  main  branches  of  these  rivers  by  the 
case  agreed.  *****  Admitting  this  line  tcj  constitute  the  true  boundary  of  the  militar}'  reserve, 
the  laud  in  controversy  lies  within  it,  and  the  plaintiff's  patent  would  consequently  be  valid  if  it  depended 
entirely  on  the  original  deed  of  cession  and  the  acts  of  Congress  which  have  been  recited." 

Another  material  omission  in  the  agreed  case  of  Doddridge's  Lessee  vs.  Thompson  and  Wright,  is 
found  in  this,  that  the  date  of  tlie  plaintiff's  location  is  not  given.  The  Supreme  Court,  in  declaring  their 
opinion,  remark,  it  does  not  ajypear  irhcn  this  location  icas  made.  "It  might  have  have  l>een  made  previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1807,  and  the  presumption  of  law  is,  that  it  was  made  before  that  time,  since 
the  patent  is  presumed  to  be  valid  until  the  contrary  is  shown." 

To  arrive,  then,  at  a  conclusion  favorable  to  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff,  the  court  assumes  the  fact, 
through  presumption,  for  the  record  was  silent,  that  this  location  was  made  anterior  to  1807.  ^^  liether, 
iu  the  case  of  Doddridge's  Lessee,  this  was  a  true  or  false  presumption  is  material  to  this  investigation 
oidy  to  the  extent  of  showing  that  such  is  not  the  fact  in  this  case.  And  if,  as  the  Supreme  Court  appear 
to  have  done,  this  was  a  material  point  in  that  case,  then  the  same  fact  not  now  appearing  in  this,  the 
same  conclusion  may  with  propriety  be  disputed.  McArthur's  locations  are  shown  to  have  been  made  in 
1810,  three  j-ears  after  the  passing  of  the  act  of  1807. 

By  the  act  of  1807,  three  years  further  time  was  given,  as  repeatedly  since  has  been  the  case,  to 
claimants  under  Virginia  warrants  to  perfect  their  rights.  The  act,  however,  contains  this  saving 
provision:  provided,  that  no  location  by  the  holders  of  any  warrants  should,  under  any  circumstances, 
"be  made  on  tracts  of  land  for  which  jxdenfs  had  been  jirevioushj  issued,  or  which  had  been  previously 
surveyed."     If  any  such  wereobtained,  they  were  declared  ntdl  and  void. 

After  the  passing  of  this  act,  viz:  iii  1810,  General  McArthur  having  gone  into  the  market,  and 
purchased  various  claims  from  various  persons, 'ma<le  locations  to  the  amount  of  f mrteen  thousand  acres. 
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are  the  present  suliject  of  investigation.  Thej^  are,  iu  the  hmgiuige  of  tlie  act,  mill  aud  void,  for 
the  reason  that  they  were  made  on  huids  for  whicli  jialcnts  had  been  j/rcvioudy  issued,  or  on  lands  precioushj 
survi-i/i:d,  either  of  \vhieli  made  them  void.  It  is  diliieult  to  conceive  what  other  end  or  object  couhl  have 
"beenliekl  iu  view  by  tiie  proliibition  of  the  act  of  1807,  if  it  was  not  to  guard  against  tlie  very  kind  of 
cases  now  submitted.  Congress,  solicitous  to  do  justice,  and  fairly  aud  faithfully  to  execute  the  trusts 
e<Jidided  bv  Virginia,  endeavored  to  arrange  the  western  boundary  of  the  Scioto  and  Miami  reserve,  and  as 
early  as  1802  directed  the  line  to  be  run,  and  which  was  run  by  Ludlow.  It  was  provided,  however,  in  1804, 
that'  to  this  the  consent  of  Virginia  should  be  given  in  two  years.  Here,  then,  in  the  year  1804,  the  line 
of  Ludlow  is  recognized,  subject  to  the  approval  in  two  years  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  necessarily 
would  have  fallen  in  March,  1806;  when,  therefore,  in  the  following  year,  1807,  they  came  to  legislate 
again  iu  reference  to  this  subject,  they  enlarge  the  time  for  making  locations  to  three  j-ears,  giving  a  still 
hmger  period  lor  making  and  returning  surveys;  and  with  this  express  and  positive  limitation  annexed,  that 
an\-^  locations  thus  to  lie  made  were  to  be  and  should  be  void  if  made  on  landa  previously  patented,  or  on 
lands  jircvioushj  siirvei/ed.  This  precaution  taken  in  the  bill  evidently  was  designed  to  protect  locations 
and  titles  west  of  Ludlow's  line,  and  could  have  been  intended  for  no  other  purpose.  It  could  not,  by 
any  forced  construction,  have  been  intended  to  aflect  the  claims  of  Virginia  bounty  land  claimants,  for  a 
most  obvious  reason,  that  it  could  not  reach  them.  A  patent  previously  issued  placed  at  defiance  every 
warrant-holder  and  subsciiuent  locator,  and  hence  needed  no  aid  from  the  statute.  He  who  had  a  previous 
location,  and  whose  land  had  been  surveyed,  thereby  acquired  a  lien  or  inchoate  right  which  no  future 
locator  or  enterer  could  disturb.  It  would  then  have  been  the  veriest  imaginable  folly  for  a  legislature 
of  well,  informed  men,  or  even  common  sense  men,  to  have  set  themselves  to  work  to  give  protection 
through  laws  enacted  to  claims  already  resting  in  most  perfect  security.  The  adducible  inference,  and 
none  other  can  be  inferred,  is,  that  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1807  was  alone  intended  to  guard  the 
surveys  which  had  |irevinusly  been  made  by  Ludlow,  and  which  were  situated  to  the  west  of  the  line  run 
by  hiiii  in  1S02,  under  the  orders  of  the  government. 
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OPERATIOXS  or    THE    LAND    SYSTEM,  AND   THE   NUMBER  OF   MILITARY  BOUNTY   LAND 
WARRANTS  ISSUED  DURING  THE  LAST  YEAR. 

COJIMUXICATED  TO  CONGRESS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  WITH  HIS  ANNUAL  MESSAGE,    DECEMBER  5,   1826. 

General  Land  Office,  December  1,  1826. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  report  made  by  mo  on  December  15,  1825,  and  then  submitted  to  you,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  state  that  the  whole  of  the  very  heavy  arrearages  of  the  business  of  the  office  has  been 
brought  up,  and  that  the  current  business  of  the  office  in  all  its  branches  has  been  brought  up  to  the 
present  time,  so  far  as  the  returns  have  rendered  it  practicable;  and  I  feel  great  satisfaction  in  adding 
that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  returns  of  the  registers  and  receivers  have  been  promptly  and  regularly 
made,  and  that  in  most  of  the  cases  where  there  has  been  delay  in  making  their  returns  satisfactory 
reasons  have  been  assigned  for  sucli  delay.  The  paper  No.  1  exhibits  the  periods  to  which  the  quarterly 
accounts  of  the  receivers  have  been  returned,  the  periods  to  whicli  they  have  been  adjusted,  and  the 
amounts  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  at  the  dates  of  the  accounts  respectively.  The  paper  No.  2  is  a 
statement  showing  the  cases  where  the  returns  of  the  registers  have  been  delayed,  and  the  causes  of  such 
delay  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  this  office. 

In  respect  to  the  surveying  department,  so  far  as  it  is  connected  with  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  returns  of  the  surveyor  general  whose  surveying  district  embraces  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana  and  the  Territoiy  of  Michig'an  are  reg'ularly  and  promptly  made,  and  that  there  are  no  existing 
end.iarrassmcnts  in  relation  to  the  business  of  that  office. 

In  the  surveying  district  embracing  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 
evei'y  possible  exertion  is  made  by  the  very  able  officer  at  the  head  of  that  department  to  bring  up  the 
very  heavy  arrearages  which  existed  in  that  office  previous  to  his  appointment,  and  to  execute  the  current 
business. 

In  the  district  embracing  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  great  embarrassments  exist  in  the 
surveying  deiiartment,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  surveying  and  preparing  for  patenting  the 
jirivate  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  Some  of  the  causes  of  embarrassment  can  onlj'  be  removed  by 
the  inter|)osition  of  the  legislative  regulations.  On  this  subject  I  made  a  communication  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Land  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  last  session  of  Cong)-ess;  and,  with- 
out some  furtlier  legal  provisions,  I  have  great  doubts  whether  the  present  incumbent  will  be  able  to 
surmount  tlie  existing  difliculties  attending  the  execution  of  the  surveys  in  that  district. 

In  the  surveying  district  which  embraces  the  State  of  Alabama' the  surveying  has  generally  been 
executed,  with  the  exception  of  the  surveying  of  the  lands  lying  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude  in 
that  State._  This  particular  tract  of  country  formed  a  part  of  the  surveying  district  embracing  the  States 
of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  but,  by  the  act  of  February  28,  1824,  it  was  attached  to  the  surveying  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Alabama.  As,  however,  by  the  existing  laws,  the  survej'ing  of  the  private  claims  in 
this  tract  of  country,  which  include  a  large  portion  of  the  best  land  iu  it,  is  subject  to  tlie  direction  of  one 
ol  the  principal  deputy  surveyors  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  suspend  the 
surveying  generally  until  the  surveying  of  the  private  as  well  as  the  public  lands  shall  be  placed  by  leg- 
i.slative  enactment  under  the  entire  control  of  the  survevor  for  Alabama.  A  communication  embracing 
this  subject  has  been  made  to  the  chairman  of  the  Land  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  the  surveying  district  for  the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  surveving  of  the  public  lands  has  progressed 
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with  as  much  nii)idity  as  was  dosirable.  It  is,  howi'vor,  iiulispciisalily  necessary,  fur  tli(>  furtlier  due 
execution  of  tlie  surveying'  business  in  tlial  Terrilory,  tliat  le.n'islative  ]irovisiiiii  lie  made  for  (lie  surveviii"" 
of  the  private  hind  claims  in  Kloriihi.  Hail  the  hill  in  relatitjii  to  this  siilijecl,  which  was  reiiorU'il  lu  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  last  session  of  ('iin;;'ress,  been  acted  upon  iind  passeij,  it  w<iuld  lia\-e 
enabled  the  surveyor  to  lia\-e  closed  the  surveys  of  the  pi'i\ate  ;ind  public  hinds  in  thai  'I'eiiilDiy  within 
a  very  short  period  of  time. 

The  arrearages  of  the  business  of  this  oHice  having  bi'en  brought  np,  and  all  that  ]iiiil  imi  ol'  the 
business  relating  to  military  land  claims  of  t'very  description  being  veiy  much  dindnislied,  ii,  bminies  my 
duty  to  state  that  the  number  of  the  clerks  in  this  ollice  may,  with  a  due  regard  tn  the  publie  inleiesl,  be 
diminished.  Previous  to  th<'  aet  of  .\pril  '20,  1818,  the  number  nf  eleiks  in  this  ullice  had  be<'n  incicaseil 
with  a  view  to  ex|)edite  the  issuing  <il  the  military  land  iiatenls  tn  the  suldieis  nf  the  late  war.  The  act 
referred  to  authorized  the  employment  of  twenty-three  clerks  in  this  ollice,  ;ind  lixcd  ihe  conipensatinn, 
which  amounted  to  twenty-two  thoiisaiul  five  hundreil  and  lifty  clollars,  and  regulaleil  their  salaries 
agreeably  to  the  annexed  schedule,  marked  No.  3.  But  as  the  duties  assigned  to,  and  leipiired  of,  the 
respective  clerks  in  this  oflice  in  no  manner  corres]iond<Ml  with  the  amount  of  the  salaries  wliich  they 
respectively  received,  and  as  the  act  of  1818  had  lixed  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  this  ollice  in  a  ratio 
Very  disi)ro]iortionate  to  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  all  the  other  de]iartmonts  of  the  governinent,  its 
provisions  have  operated  unciiually  and  injuriously  in  relation  to  this  ollice. 

It  is  lielieved  that  seventeen  competent  clerks,  seven  of  those  being  giKjd  and  ellicient  bookkeepers, 
would  be  adetpiatc  to  execute  the  business  assigned  to  this  ollice.  I  thereh/re  submit  the  ]iaper  marked 
No.  4,  exhibiting'  a  statement  of  the  number  of  clerks  recpiired  in  this  oflice,  the  nature  of  their  duties, 
and  their  salaries,  respectively,  having  reference  to  the  salaries  generally  allowed  in  other  oflices,  anil 
would  respectfully  recommend  that,  from  and  after  the  fourth  of  March  next,  that  part  of  the  act  of  April 
20,  1818,  which  regulates  the  number  and  fixes  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  this  office  be  so  amended 
as  to  regulate  the  numlier  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  same,  in  conformity  to  the  stateuieut  e.vliibited 
in  the  paper  now  submitted. 

I  have  the  lienor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  .servant, 

GEO.  GRAIIA.M. 

Uou.  Eicii.usD  Ri'sn,  Stxrelari/  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  1. 

Exhihlt  of  thc:  slate  of  the  accounts  of  the  receivers  of  public  moneys,  shouituj  lite  laH  ijuartfrhj  return  recpived 
and  Ofljustcd  at  tJm  General  Land  Office,  and  shuninr/  also  the  I)alancc  cj-liiliitcd  tnj  earli  reccirer  in  tlic  last 
ari-inint  rendered. 


Laiiil  ollices. 

.■Vceoutits     re- 
ceived tortile 
(|uarter   end- 
ing- 

.Accounts  adjn.st- 
ed  for  quarter 
ending- 

.Vmountsuliject  to 
treasury    drafts, 
as   exhibited  liy 
the  receivers. 

Explanatory  remarks. 

Sept.    30,  1826 

Sept.    30,  1826 

,$1,118  24 
1,001  64 
4,271  24 
1,469  22 

do 

do 

CliilicotlK- 

do 

do 

do 

Wooster 

Piqua. 

do 

do 

do 

d.. 

do 

dc 

do 

do 

do 

662  84 

859  74 

269  21 

2,278  35 

14,632  19 

1,1115  ^2 

27,618  61 

1,428  22 

2,119  66 

2,019  46 

1,015  04 

75  48 

5.52  04 

32,632  82 

51,391  82 

2.640  72 
1,736  56 
32,a'>S  39 
3,075  57 
2,9.30  37 
9,416  78 

4,032  64 

1,274  55 

13,267  23 

85  63 

1,600  82 

do. 

d 

do 

ilo 

*11. 000  of  this  sum  were  received  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber last. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d 

do 

d 

do 

lo 

do 

do 

do 

d 

June    30.  1826 
Sept.    30,  1826 

June    30,  1826 

Sept.    30,  1826 
dc 

The  receiver's  quarterly  accounts  for  September  last  liave 
been  delayed  in  consequence  of  liis  absence  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seltlinu  his  accounts  at  the  treasurj-  and  depositing 
the  money  into  bank.  It  appears.  tVoni  his  monthly  accounts 
for  Sepleniber,  that  tllere  was  then  in  hand  .$5, 527  ilo. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sept.    30,  182.5 

Sept.    30,  1825 

Sept.    30,  1826 
June    30.  1826 
Sept.    30,  18.36 
June    30,  1626 
Mar.    31,  1825 

Xo  sales  since  that  period,  the  gentleman  appointed  to  tlie 
office  of  receiver  having  declined  to  aet. 

B.ite'JVille 

Sept.    30.  1826 

June    30,  182S 
Sept.    30,  1826 
June    30,  1826 
War.     31.  1825 

Ouachita 

Opelousas 

Received  princijiall}-  in  Septenilier  last. 

New  Orleans 

Receiver  reino\ed. 
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\o.  l.—E.rhM  of  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  receims  of  jmhlic  moneys,  (f-c— Continued. 


Land  otTices. 

Accounis    re- 
ceived for  llic 

qunrier   end- 
iiig— 

Accounts  adjust- 
ed for  quarter 
riiding — 

Amount  subject  10 
treasury    drafts, 
as  exhibited  by 
llie  receivers. 

Explanatory  remarks. 

No  lands  in  market. 

Washingion 

Sept.    ;W,  18:}6 
do 

Sept.    30,  1826 
do 

$1,701  85 

16  52 

2,  .378  84 

,jo       

do 

Choriaw  iJislrii't 

Dec.    31,  Ifc^j 

Sept.   30,  1806 
Mar.     Jl,  IK6 

Dec.     31,  182-1 

June    30,  1826 
Sept.   30,  18-26 

Dec.    31,  1825 

Sept.   30,  1826 
Mar.    31,  1826 

Dec.     31,  1824 

June    30,  1826 
Sept.    30,  1826 

fFrom  tlic  monthly  returns  of  the  receiver  for  September  last 

Hiinl^ville 

Tuscaloos.! ? 

1,291   11 
2,623  37 

It  appears  that  there  were  then  in  his  hands  §8,533  13.    It 
is  presumed  that  the  quarterly  accounts  have  been  delayed 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  receiver. 

The  absence  of  the  receiver,  and  his  indisposition,  have  de- 
layed the  rendering  of  his  quarterly  accounts. 
Balance  due  by  the  present  receiver  on  3Ist  March  last  waa 

7,292  89 
11,034  35 

§13,427.    The  quarterly  accounts  have  been  delayed  fiom 
the  necessity  of  bringing  up  the  books  of  his  predecessor. 
In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  receiver,  and  indis- 
position of  the  register,  very  little  business  has  been  done 
in  this  office  since  March  last. 
This  is  the  balance  found  to  be  due  on  adjustment  of  the  ac- 

counts of  this  office.    The  receiver  is  dead. 

No.  2. 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  returns  of  the  registers  of  the  land  offices  which  have  been  delayed,  and  the  cause  of 

such  delay. 

Lexington,  3Iissouri. — Returns  made  to  November,  182.5.  No  receiver  has  been  in  commission  since 
that  period,  which  circimistance  has  stopped  the  sales. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana. — Keturus  made  to  March  31,  1806.  The  receiver  removed  in  consequence  of 
absence. 

Cahaha,  Alabama. — Returns  to  June,  1826.     The  register  absent  on  account  of  his  health. 

Tuscaloosa,  Alabama.— B-eimna  to  June,  1826.     Sickness  of  tiie  ofBcer  has  caused  the  delay. 

No.  3. 

Sc-hedule  of  the  number  rf  clerks  in  the  General  Land   Office  and  their  salaries,  resjxctively,  as  fixed  by  the  act 

of  Ajml  20,  1818. 

1  chief  clerk,  at  $1,700  per  annum,  is , • $1,700 

2  clerks,  at  $1,400  per  annum,  is 2,800 

3  clerks,  at  §1,1.50  per  annum,  is 3,450 

5  clerks,  at  $1,000  per  aniuun,  is 5,000 

1 2  clerks,  at  $800  per  annum,  is 9,600 

23  22,550 


No.  4 

Schedule  of  the  numljer  of  clerks  and  their  salaries,  respectively,  as  jwoposed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  to  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  those  authorized  by  the  seco)td  .%'cHon  of  the  act  of  April  20,  1818. 

1  chief  clerk,  at  $1,700,  is $1,700 

7  good  and  efficient  accountants  and  bookkeepers,  at  $1,150,  is 8,050 

1  draughtsman,  at  $1,150,  is 1,150 

1  clerk  to  superintend  the  private  claims  and  keep  the  contingent  account,  at  $1,150,  is 1,150 

1  clerk  to  attend  to  military  land  claims,  at  $1,160,  is 1,150 

6  clerks  for  making  out  patents,  recording,  copying,  making  indexes,  at  $1,000,  is 6,000 

Additional  allowance  to  the  clerk  who  keeps  the  account  of  the  3  per  cent,  fund 250 


19,450 


General  Land  Office,  December  15,  1825. 

Sir:  I  submit  to  you  a  report  relative  to  the  execution  of  those  acts  which  have  been  placed  under 
the  immediate  superintendence  of  this  office,  and  the  transactions  of  the  office  generally. 

You  have  been  heretofore  furnished  with  a  statement  showing  the  quantity  of  land  sold  in  the  year 
1824,  and  for  the  first  six  months  of  1825,  with  the  amounts  for  which  they  sold,  and  those  paid  into  the 
treasuiy. 

Tlie  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by 
the  purchasers  of  iiublic  hinds,"  passed  May  18,  1824,  having,  from  its  own  limitations,  expired  on  the  10th 
of  April  last,  I  have  the  honor  now  to  submit  to  you  two  statements  showing  the  amount  of  debt  which 
has  been  extinguished  under  the  jirovisions  of  that  act,  and  the  balances  now  clue  to  the  United  States  by 
individuals;  tiiat  marked  A  exhitiits,  for  each  land  district,  the  quantity  and  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  ol  the  lands  relinquished;  the  quantity  and  amount  of  the  purchase  m(.iney  of  the  lands  fully  paid 
for;  tlie  balances  due,  includimr  interest,  on   the  lands  fully  paid  for,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 


paid;   tlie   (lunntity  of  laml,  ,;ii(l    the   amount  of  money   paid    thereon,  on    which    further  credit   1 


been 
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taken,  and  which,  by  tlie  provisions  of  the  act  of  1821,  has  become  forfeited  to  the  United  States;  the 
quantity  of  hind  and  the  amount  of  nionej'  paid  tlierenn,  whieli,  afi'reealily  to  the  provisions  of  llie  act  of 
May,  1800,  is  subject  to  be  solrl  for  tlie  liahuiee  liur  to  the  I'nited  States;  and  tiie  amount  of  ihbt, 
inchidinjj,'  the  interest  on  the  i)Hrcliase  money  of  thr  hinds  fully  ]iaid  I'm.  whicii  has  hecu  lii|ui(hited.  Tliut 
marked  H  exhibits  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  debt  due  liy  individuals  for  the  ptu'chase  iA'  the  public 
lands  at  the  i>eriods  tlierein  desin-nated.  Fi-oni  these  exhibits  it  a])peius  that,  by  the  uperation  of  llie  act 
of  May  18,  IS'24,  the  delit  due  tor  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands  has  been  reduced  in  an  aiiiuunt  cipial 
to  ^3,s'>0li,57S  31;  tliat  there  has  been  relinquished  to  the  Unite(l  States  1,140,749  acres  uf  land,  which 
had  been  sold  for  ?:5,314,804  32;  and  that  conqilete  payment  has  been  made  fir  1132, 0(18  acres,  the  (jri;;-inal 
purchase  money  of  wliicli  was  $2,3Gl,87ti,  and  on  Avhich  there  was  due,  including'  iiderest  at  the  time  of 
payment,  $1,511,004  07.  It  also  ajipcars  that  tlic  debt  dm-  by  individuals  fir  the  ])urcliase  df  pulilic 
lands  amounted,  on  December  31,  1820,  to  $21,213,350  17;  and  tiiat  on  June  30,  1825,  it  had,  l.y  payments 
and  relinquishment  of  lands,  been  reduced  to  .$t),322,(i75. 

B_y  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchas<'rs  of  the  iniidic  lands,  passed  March  2, 
1821,  the  debt  due  by  the  individuals  who  availed  themselves  uf  the  lienefit  of  the  act  was  divided  into 
three  classes:  on  the  first  class  a  credit  of  eight  years  was  given;  on  the  second,  a  creilit  of  six  years; 
and  on  the  third,  a  credit  of  four  years,  payable  by  annual  instalments;  the  perind  "f  credit  on  the  third 
class  expired  in  April  last,  at  which  time  it  appears  that  the  debt  due  in  tliat  class  had  lieen  liijuiilated,  with 
the  exception  of  that  portion  which  was  due  on  lt'i,734  acres  of  land,  on  which  there  had  been  paid 
$3(1,063  81,  which  amount,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  above  referred  to,  has  become  i'orfeited,  and  the 
lands  reverted  to  the  Uiuted  States.  The  debt  due  in  the  second  class  will  all  have  accrued  and  become 
due  on  Deceml.ier  31,  1820,  and  that  in  the  first  class  on  March  31,  182'.(.  I'nless  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
May  18,  1824,  shall  be  extended,  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  impracticable  for  the  purchasers  of  the  lands 
to  make  payment,  and  the  lands  with  the  amount  p:ad  thereon,  to  a  great  extent,  will  revert  and  be 
forfeited  to  the  United  States.  The  provision.s  of  the  act  of  May  18,  1824,  are  sufficiently  liberal,  and 
have  aBbrded  g'eneral  satisfaction  td  thi'  persons  interested.  Should  it  be  deemed  proper  liy  Cuiig'ress 
to  renew  this  act,  it  is  recommended  that  provision  be  made  by  which  tlie  owners  of  the  lanils  embraced 
in  the  third  class,  and  which  lands  have  reverted,  may  be  permitted  tu  redeem  them;  it  is  prnbable 
that  owners  of  a  larg'c  portion  of  these  lands  intended  to  abandon  them,  but  tliere  are  many  cases 
where,  from  ignorance,  inadvertence,  or  accident,  they  have  become  forfeited. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  great  reduction  of  tlie  debt  due  from  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands 
has  been  principally  etiected  by  a  relinquishment  of  a  part  of  the  lands  purchased.  The  lands  thus 
relinquished  are,  for  the  most  part,  those  which  were  purchased  at  the  higlicst  prices;  so  I'ar  as  these 
relinquished  lands,  however,  have  been  sold,  thej"  have,  with  few  excejitiuns,  bri'Ught  only  the  minimum 
price.  This  is  attributable  to  two  causes;  1st.  The  very  large  quantity  of  ]iuLilic  lands  subject  to  entry  at 
the  minimum  price  in  eacli  land  district,  which  has  a  general  tendency  tu  (irevent  competition.  2d.  The 
condiination  of  individuals  in  those  districts  where  the  lands,  from  their  value  and  situation,  would  have 
connnanded  high  prices.  At  some  of  the  public  sales  it  is  believed  that  such  combinations  (jf  individuals 
have  received  from  the  occupants  and  actual  purchasers  of  the  land  a  greater  sum  of  money  in  addition 
than  that  received  by  the  guvernment.  To  remedy  this  evil,  it  is  recommended  that  the  lands  heretofnro 
relinquished,  and  such  as  may  hereafter  be  relinquished,  should  not  be  sold  at  public  or  private  sale, 
unless  they  brought  a  given  price,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  and  which  should  be  greater  tlian  the  minimum  price 
at  which  other  lands  are  now  subject  to  be  sold.  Such  a  provision  would  i^robablj'  prevent  combination; 
it  would  insure  a  fair  price  for  the  lands,  and  enable*  the  government  to  bring  into  market,  without  delay,  the 
whole  relinquished  lands  without  sacrifice,  as  sucli  of  them  as  were  not  sold  at  public  sale  would,  subse- 
quently, be  entered  by  individuals  as  their  means  might  enalde  them  to  do  so.  That  portion  of  them  which 
would  not  bring  the  minimum  price  thus  fixed,  could,  at  some  future  period,  be  again  offered  at  puMic 
sale,  and  be  sold  as  other  public  lands  now  are. 

On  reference  to  the  statement  marked  A  it  will  Ije  seen  that  the  average  price  of  all  tlie  lands  relin- 
quished under  the  act  of  May  18,  1824,  was  about  $3  per  acre.  If,  in  addition  to  this,  authority  be  given 
to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  respective  land  offices  to  purchase  in,,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
sucli  tracts  of  land  at  the  public  sale  of  the  relinquished  lands  as  they  have  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
to  believe  will  not  sell  for  a  price  equivalent  to  their  fair  value,  in  consequence  of  the  combination  or 
collusion  of  individuals,  it  is  believed  that  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  the  bona  fide 
purchasers,  will  be  sufficiently  secured  on  the  resale  of  the  relinquished  lands.  It  has,  however,  been 
represented  to  this  office  that  many  persons  who  have  relinquished  lands  would  repurchase  them,  within 
a  reasonable  time,  at  the  prices  originally  given  for  them.  To  such  a  provision  there  could  be  no 
reasonable  objection,  provided  the  repurchase  was  made  befjre  the  public  sale  of  the  lands  tiius 
relincpished. 

Notwithstanding  the  execution  iif  the  act  of  May  18,  1824,  has  very  much  increased  tlie  duties  and 
labors  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  all  the  land  offices  wliere  lands  had  been  sold  on  a  credit,  and  tlmse 
of  this  office  in  ]iarticular,  yet  I  havi'  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  returns  for  the  land  offices  have 
been  made  regularly  and  piinctuallj-,  with  very  few  exceptions,  and  tliat  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
bringing  up  the  arrears  in  the  several  branches  of  the  business  in  this  office.  Patents  have  been  issued 
for  all  the  lattds  purchased  and  paid  for  under  the  credit  and  cash  systems  previous  to  the  1st  of  May  last, 
so  far  as  the  returns  of  the  registers  and  survey(u-s  will  enable  us  to  issue  them,  with  the  exception  (jf 
the  lands  purchased  at  the  offices  of  St.  Louis  and  Caliaba.  In  consequt'iice  of  tiie  delaj-  in  the  receipt 
of  the  returns  from  those  offices,  patents  have  only  been  issued  for  the  lands  purchased  at  those  offices 
previous  to  the  ISth  and  21st  of  March  last.  The  whole  number  of  patents  issued  since  July,  1823,  for 
lands  purchased  from  the  L'nited  States  is  45,410.  Estimating  the  annual  sales  to  requii-e  the  issue  of 
9,000  patents,  it  will  appear  that  there  were  nearly  three  years  arrearages  to  bring  up  in  this  branch  of 
the  business  of  this  office.  The  posting  of  the  books  of  this  office  has  been  brought  up  to  the  periiids 
respectivelj- to  which  the  patents  have  been  issued — the  arearages  of  this  branch  of  business  were  also 
very  great.  The  paper  marked  (J,  herewith  transmitted,  exliibits  the  periods  to  which  the  accounts  of  the 
receivers  of  public  mouej-  were  settled — the  dates  to  which  they  have  been  rendered.  The  Av\a.y  in 
rendering  the  accounts  by  the  receivers  at  Caliaba  and  St.  Louis  is  attributable  to  the  resignations  of  the 
receivers  of  those  offices.  That  branch  of  tlie  business  of  this  office  relating  to  the  issuing  of  military 
patents  of  every  description  has  never  been  in  arrear;  and  that  relative  to  the  issuing  of  patents  for 
private  claims  has  been  lirought  u}!  so  far  as  the  returns  of  the  resiiective  officers  and  surveyors  will 
justify  the  issuing  of  them. 
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The  surveying-  of  tlic  public  lands  lias  progressed  regularly  and  satisfactorily,  with  the  exception  of 
the  pul.lic  lands  and  private  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  that  part  of  Alabama  south  of  31°  of 
latituile.  In  this  section  of  country  but  little  progress  has  been  made  in  surveying  the  private  claims 
and  such  parts  of  tJie  ])ublie  lands  as  it  is  desirable  to  bring  into  market.  A  variety  of  causes  has 
occasioned  and  will  continue  to  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  difficulty  in  completing  the  surveying 
of  this  section  of  tiie  country.  .Much  of  this  embarrassment  is  attributable,  however,  to  the  extension  of 
the  laws  for  the  adjustment"  of  private  claims  in  Louisiana,  to  the  organization  of  the  surveying  depart- 
ment, and  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  surveyors  to  survey  the  public  and  private  lands,  and  to  connect 
the  private  surveys  which  have  been  made  with  the  township  lines  in  certain  portions  of  this  section  of 
the  country  for  tiie  compensation  allowed  by  law. 

The  surveying  of  the  lands  in  Louisiana  is  by  law  placed  under  the  sujierintendence  of  the  surveyor 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  who  resides  at  Washington,  Mississippi;  and  the  survej'ing  of  those  in 
Alabama,  south  of  the  81st  degree  of  latitude,  by  a  late  act  of  Congress  was  placed  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  surveyor  for  that  State.  But  within  this  district  of  country  there  are  three  principal  deputy 
6urvey(jrs  who  are  appointed  by  tlie  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  the  duties  and  powers  of 
one  of  which  officers  extend  totlie  surveying  of  the  private  claims  in  that  part  of  Alabama  lying  south 
of  31"  (if  latitude.  In  a  report  lornierly  made  from  this  office,  and  submitted  to  Congress,  it  was  stated 
that  this  organization  was  defective,  and  further  experience  has  confirmed  that  impression.  It  is  therefore 
res]iectfully  recommended  that  the  offices  of  the  surveyor  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  those  of  the 
principal  dejiuty  surveyors  of  Louisiana,  be  abolished;  that  a  surveyor  be  appointed  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana  wiiose  duties  and  jiowers  shall  be  limited  to  the  surveying  of  the  lands  within  that  State;  that 
a  principal  deputy  surveyor  be  appointed  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  invested  with  the  powers,  and  who 
shall  perlbrm  the  duties  required  of  the  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee  in  relation  to  the  surveying  of  the 
huuls  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mississippi;  that  the  surveying  of  all  the  lands  south  of  the  31st 
degree  of  latitude  in  Alabama  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  for  that  State. 

Such  an  organization,  it  is  l)elieved,  would  expedite  the  ultimate  completion  of  the  surveying  of  the 
lands,  would  give  more  general  satisfaction  to  the  citizens  immediately  interested,  and  might  be  made 
more  economical.  The  salaries  and  clerk  hire  for  the  surveyor  and  principal  deputies  now  amount  to  five 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  the  pu'lncipal  deputies  are  allowed,  in  addition,  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents  a 
mile  for  every  mile  of  the  boundary  line  of  each  survey  examined  by  them,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
certificate.  Allowing  to  the  surveyor  for  Louisiana,  for  his  own  compensation  and  clerk  hire,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  to  the  principal  deputy  for  Mississippi,  for  his  compensation  and  clerk 
hire,  one  thousand  five  luindred  dollars;  the  expense  under  the  proposed  organization  would  be  five 
thousand  dollars. 

The  objection  to  the  afiolishing  of  the  office  of  the  principal  deputy  surA-eyors  in  Louisiana,  and 
consolidating  the  surveying  department  for  both  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  under  one  office, 
is,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  best  lauds  in  each  of  those  States  are  held  as  private  claims,  much  of  the 
evidences  of  titles  to  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  files  and  on  the  records  of  the  surveyors  offices;  and 
if  they  were  removed  from  one  or  the  other  of  those  States,  it  would  subject  the  claimants  to  inconvenience, 
and  would  produce  great  excitement  among  the  citizens  of  the  State  from  which  they  were  removed. 

The  puldic  lands  in  Mississippi,  so  far  as  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  have  nearly  all  been 
surveyed,  and  no  difficulty  exists  in  relation  to  the  surveying  to  be  executed  in  that  State,  except  as  to 
the  resurveying  required  for  the  correction  of  errors.  The  organization  proposed  is  believed  to  be 
entirely  adequate  for  all  the  ])urposes  of  a  surveying  department  located  in  and  confined  to  the  limits  of 
that  State.  Under  the  existing  laws  the  maximum  price  allowed  for  surve3nng  is  four  dollars  per 
mile,  and  that  sum  has  been  given  indiscriminately  for  the  surveying  of  all  lands  for  which  contracts  have 
been  made.  It  is  represented  that  much  of  the  alluvial  lands  in  Louisiana,  and  the  surveying  and  con- 
necting the  private  claims  generally,  cannot  be  contracted  for  at  that  price;  it  is  therefore  recommended 
that  [u-ovision  be  made  by  law  for  increasing  the  maximum  price  for  survej'ing  the  alluvial  lands,  and  for 
surveying  private  claims  and  connecting  them  with  the  township  lines  in  that  section  of  country  within 
the  limits  of  the  Jand  district  south  of  Tennessee,  and  in  that  part  of  Alabama  south  of  the  31st  degree  of 
latitude;  and,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary,  the  price  now  allowed  by  law  for  surveying  the  other  description 
ot  lands  within  those  districts  might  be  reduced.  Should  any  new  organization  of  the  surveying  depart- 
ment in  this  district  be  made,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  removal  and  arranging  of  the  papers, 
and  lor  the  infliction  of  a  ]ienalty  on  any  officer  refusing  to  give  up  the  records  and  papers  of  his  office. 

An  act  passed  on  May  2f),  1824,  providing  for  the  disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of  land  in 
Tuscarawas  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes.  Mr.  Patrick,  of  New  Philadelphia,  in 
Ohio,  was  appointed  the  agent  for  carrying  into  eft'ect  the  provisions  of  this  act.  It  appears  from  his 
returns  that  the  lands  in  the  three  tracts  were  valued  at  twent.y-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  dollars  and  twenty  cents;  that  those  sold  by  him  at  public  sale,  together  with  the  rents,  yielded  ten 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents;  that,  after  paying  the  expenses  incident  to"  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act,  and  six  th(jusand  six  hundred  and  fiftv-two  dolla'rs  and  forty-six  cents  due  and  directed 
by  the  act  to  be  paid  to  the  Society  of  United  Brethren,  he  deposited  in  tlie  branch  bank  at  Chilicothe 
(me  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and  ninetv-eight  cents  and  a  half  to  the  credit  of  the 
fuiifl  for  raising  an  annuity  for  the  Christian  Indians.  The  hmds  remaining  unsold  at  public  sale  being 
subject  to  private  entry  at  the  land  office  at  Zanesville  for  the  prices  at  which  they  were  valued,  it 
ap|iears  from  the  returns  from  that  office  to  the  31st  of  October  that  a  further  sum  of  "four  thousand  and 
sixty-niiK!  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents  has  been  received  and  is  applicable  to  the  same  fund. 

The  act  jiassed  on  JIarcli  3,  1823,  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
provides  that  all  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  the  treaty  of  Chicago  shall  be 
attached  to  that  district.  .\s  there  is  an  interference  in  the  boundaries  o"f  the  lands  ceded  by  the  treaty 
at  Chicago  ;ind  those  ceded  by  the  treaty  at  Saginaw,  which  were  attached  to  the  land  distric"t  of  Detroit, 
and  as  the  Grand  river  is  the  northern  boundary  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Chicago,  and  that 
river  not _  being  navigable  in  a  great  part  of  its  course,  it  is  not  therefore  a  con'venient  boundary  for  a 
land  district,  it  is  recommended  that  the  law  be  altered  so  as  to  make  the  division  line  between  those 
districts  correspond  with  the  meridian  line,  and  such  of  the  r(>gular  townshiii  lines  as  Congress  may  deem 
proper.  °  '  o  j 

^^■ith  very  great  respect,  &c  ,  kc, 

„       „  ,  GEO.  GKAIIAM. 

lion.  lucii.M'.n  lasii,  »;;rlar;/  „f  the  Trcasun/  <,f  the  Uni/cd  Stales. 
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B. 

Slalcincitl  of  lilt'  liiilcux-i's  dm'  fram  llir  purcliaf^crx  i>f  llic  jnitilii:  hiii(i<  prinr  in  .lulij  1 ,  I  s-JO,  nl  Ijir  .^crtTal  jirruxh 

(li'siijiia/i-cl. 


I.aiul  ..rtirrs. 

Di'.-ilnh.r  31.1820 

§90,777  47 
370,893  44 
257.  MO  62 
314,8-25  94 
994,844  19 
497,857  77 

8r|.ii'iuli.'i  :iO,  1822 

Man  li  31.  1.-24, 

Jan.-  :iO,  18-35. 

Mari.tta 

ZanPsvillc 

SU'ubonvilh' 

§43,641  50 
192,196  73 
131,3.i0  39 
1,52,050  16 
.526,818  00 
214,814  09 

S-37,219  00 
175,  .552  69 
123.670  69 
136,. 587  13 
499,2:14  36 
179,3<i  19 

.$-38,941  58 
1-30,4-36  31 
82.  .5:1:1  07 
95  rw  51 

;(()■)  ojj-  f,-{ 

WUO^IIT 

118. 141  09 

2.527,008  43 

1,260,870  87 

1,1.',0,649  00 

909,7.52  45 
1.304.416  18 

542,951  14 
669.825  01 

523,747  38 
647.564  32 

310.779  46 
:)91.|-3U  75 

Tiital  in  Imliaim 

2.214,108  63 

1.212,770  15 

1,171,311  70 

705, -JOO  21 

Kaskaskia 

490,163  36 
724,812  85 
.V27,024  24 

204.014  61 
430,065  70 
206,288  .53 

193,479  18 
411.229  73 
191,791  70 

81,416  75 

203.  .-153  71 

72.832  88 

Edwanlsvillc 

Total  in  Illinoi-i 

1,742, COO  45 

840,368  84 

796.  .500  61 

357  60-^  34 

1,504.119  76 
8.'i9,816  56 

."{39.312  2;j 
362,995  20 

321,431  05 
3-14,067  68 

c-^  891  47 

127,8,50  :ioi 

2,363.936  32 

702,307  43 

665,498  73 

331,741  77' 

1,267,692  41 
3,W4,680  47 
6,014.073  86 

695,448  85 
2,269,563  13 
2,801,268  55 

707,831  09 
2,1.58,070  59 
2,792,126  57 

1,0-3-3,714  19 
2,298.864  19 

Huntsvillp 

Total  in  -\labaina 

11,206.446  74 

5,766,279  53 

5,6.58,0-38  25 

3,677,285  .37 

972,023  38 

684,093  50 

673.9:13  07 

Opeliinsa?.  Louisiana 

60.019  76 

55,581  86 

55,  ,581  86 

48.510  71 

Detroit.  Sliclnoan  Territory 

127.746  46 

50,097  43 

49.767  72 

37,670  44 

RECAPITULATIOX. 


States.  December  31,1.8-20 

Oliio '  §-2.  ,527, 008  43 

Indiana \  2, 214, 168  63 

Illinois I  1 ,  742, 000  45 

Missouri ;  2,;!6:t,936  32 

Mississippi '  972,02:1  :!8 

Alabama |  11, -206, 446  74 

Louisiana j  60,019  76 

Micliigan  Territory 127,746  46 

Total 21 .213, 350  17 


.^eptenibi-r  30. 18-32.     Mareli  31,  18-24.    |      June  30,  18-35. 


,51.260,870  ,87 

1,212,776  15 

840,368  84 

703,307  43 

68-1,093  50 

5,766,279  53 

55.584  86 

50.097  43 


.5-1,1.50,6  19  06 

1,171.311  70 

796,.500  61 

605.498  73 

673,9:13  07 

5,658,02s  25 

.55,584  86 

49.767  72 


10,572,378  61     [       10,-321,-374  00 


.5-747,388  ;I9 

705.209  21 

357.602  34 

221,741  77i 

5-27, 351  41 

3,677,285  37 

48.516  71 

37.670  44 

6.322.705  64 J 
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Slalemenl  shoidmj  the  prriod  to  rchlrh  lh>:  accounls  of  Ihe  foUowinrj  distrwU  ivere  adjusted  jmor  to  July,  1823, 
«.s  aUo  the  lalcd  adjudmeiit  and  rendition  of  those  accounts. 


erioils  to  which  the  nccounts 
weru  adjustetl. 


September  :iO,  ll^il. 
Deeemlierlil.lSJl  . 
Juiit-yo,  Ifcy 


JctTersaiivillc 

IMunettn 

Zunesvilli! 

\"liieeriliert I  Juiu*  'JO;  IHJl 

Ton  Wiiyiie I 

frjwl'.irdsvilli- '  Deceinher  :il ,  IHM  . 

C'iiieiiiiuUi M^reli  31,  It'i-'.   ... 

SteuUenvilie '  Seplcriiber  3(1,  18". 

ChUieotlie ...       il" 


Periods  to  whicli  the  accounts 
arc  adiusted. 


June  30,  JSJJ 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

December  31,  1S34  . 


Wooster ' do I  June  30,  18-25 

piqu.i '  I)eci-mber31,  IWJ I do 

D,.|;,„are !  Sc|ilcmher  30,  1832 

Urookevijb' '  December  31,  18i0 


.do. 
.do. 


Periods  to  whicli  the  accounts 
are  rendered. 


September  30, 1823. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

June  30, 1825 


Kcmarks. 


Accotnils  adjusted  hij  Stirlinij  Gresliam  since  July  1,  1823. 


Land  offices. 


lluntsville 

Washington  ... 
St.  Stephen's  .. 
Cali.dia 


Date  10  which  the  accounts 
were  settled. 


May  2-2,  1830 

December  31,  1822  . . . . 

December  31,  1818 

June  30,  1819 


Tuscaloosa I  December  31,  18: 

Sparta [ do 

Augusta 

Choctaw 

Batesvillc 

Little  Rock 

Tallahassee 


Date  to  which  the  accounts 
have  been  settled. 


June  30, 182,) 

do 

June  30,  1824 

do 

June  30, 1825 
do 

September  30,  1822 ' do 

March  31,  1823 lo 

None 

December  31,  1821 

None 


do 

March  31,  1825. 
June  30,  1825  .. 


Date  to  which  the  accounts 
have  been  rendered. 


September  30,  1825. 

do 

June  30,  1834 

December  31,  1834  . 
September  30,  1835. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

March  31,  1825 

June  30,  1825 


Statement  of  the  accounts  examined  and  adjusted  by  E.  A.  VaU,  subsequent  to  July  1,  1823. 


Oftices. 

Dar<.'  ol'tlie  last  adjii-.tnieiit  at 
the  above  jienoil. 

To  wliat  time  adjusted. 

To  what  tidie  received. 

Remarks, 

Shau'iieetown 

June  30, 1831 

do 

dn 

Marcli  31,  IbOO 

do 

December  31,  Ib'iO 

do 

Palrsiiiio 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Mdiiroe 

do 

do 

June  30,  18-:iO 

Ueceinbrr  31,  l^-^l     . 

March  31,  18-24 

Fraiiklin 

June  30,  18-2J 

do 

Cnpu  Girardeau 

ralinyra 

do 

do 

Ouat-hita 

December  31,  18-.il 

do 

Opclousas 

Mav,  1813 

'M.  IlL'k'iiu  Court-house 

Nu  lamb  in  market. 

Statement  if  lands  sold  at  New  York  and  Pittsburg,  d-c. 

In  1787,  at  New  York.    Acres  sold,  72,974.     Proceeds 

Amount  of  deposits  forfeited !.!.!*.!!.".*'.!!!"*.*.!.'!*.*.!! 

Total  amount  of  money  received 

In   1797,  at  Pittsburg,     .\eres  sold,  43,446,51.     Proceeds 

.Amount  of  deposits  forfeited. 

Total  amount  of  money  received 

In  1792.    Lands  sold  to  tile  Sl.ite  of  Pennsylvania.     Acres,  202,187.     Paid  for  in  certilicates  of  the  public  debt. 
1  here  were  no  lands  sold  .at  auction  in  Philadelphia. 


$87,335  59 
29,782  65 


117 

108  34 

§•99 

901  59 
5-25  94 

100,427  53 

S151^ 

640  35 
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Ripnii  /'ivni  tlic  hdini/tj  himl  tifficc. 

I'KrAiMMKNT  or  \Vai;,  Hiiui^tij  Ltuid  (->llii'c,  XorciiiliiT  i'.),  lSi>ri. 

Sir:  A^n'rcriilily  to  iiKstructions  I  licrowitli  hand  vnu  llic  uiiuual  rcpurt  uf  the  business  ul'  this  nllirc  lor 
the  year  entlini;-  the  22d  instant. 

1  have  the  honor  to  \h\  with  L;r(_'at  rcsjicct,  sir,  vour  most  olicilicnt  servant, 

\VM.  -\l.  STElAiri',  CIrd: 
Hon.  J.vMKS  B.vKiuirn,  Sccrrlun/  cf  W'ur. 


Abstract  of  tin:  number  of  irarran/^  iiisurd  fur  mililanj  bounty  Janth  from  November  23,  1825,  to  Xneemtirr  22, 
182('),  incluxia'j/ur  ncrrices  rendered  durin;/  the  late  war. 

First.  Authorized  by  the  aet  of  Derenilier  24,  ISll,  and  January  11,  1S12 142 

Second.  Authorized  by  the  act  i.if  December  10,  1S14 2 

Total 


Whereof  the  first  description,  142  g'ranted,  160  acres  each,  amounting-  to. . 
Whereof  the  seci.md  deseriptii.in.  2  g-ranted,  320  acres  each,  amminting  to. 


Acre;; 


22 

144 

720 
040 

23 

3(J0 

At  tlie  termination  of  the  year  ending'  ."-eptemlier  30.   1825,  there  remained  on   fde,  sns[H'nded, 

awaiting-  further  evidence ." 406 

Claims  since  received,  from  Octolier  1,  1825,  to  September  30,  1820 509 


Total 075 


Whereof  the  number  admitted,  for  which  warrants  issued 150 

Whereof  the  number  previously  satisfied 01 

Whereof  the  numljer  rejected,  not  entitled lil 

Whereof  the  number  returned  for  further  evidence,  i^'C 201 

Whereof  the  number  remaining  on  file 400 


Total 0T5 


The  number  of  claims  for  "five  years'  half-pay  pension,''  in  lieu  of  bounty  lands  remaining-  on  file 

at  date  of  last  report,  were 15 

Subsequently  called  up  and  adnutted 1 


14 


The  number  of  "Canadian  volunteer"  claims  remaining-  the  same  as  at  last  report 125 


The  number  of  revolutionary  claims  on  file  at  date  of  last  report,  awaiting-  additional  vouchers, 

were 52 

Clainjs  received  from  October  1,  1825,  to  September  30,  1820,  inclusive 813 


T.ital !S05 

Disposed  of  as  follows,  viz: 

Number  of  warrants  issued 45 

Nund;ier  of  warrants  rejected,  not  being-  entitled 547 

Number  of  warrants  admitted  as  being-  entitled,  Imt  awaiting-  additional  do.niments  or  authority 

to  call  and  receipt  fi  ir  the  warrants 80 

Number  of  warrants  suspended  and  still  kept  on  file  till  known  to  what  line  of  the  army  they  were 

attached ! 1 93 


80o 


To  colonels 1  of  500  acres 500 

To  lieutenant  colonels 3  of  450  acres  each ]  ,350 

To  majors 1  of  400  acres 400 

To  captains 7  of  300  acres  each 2,100 

To  physicians 1  of  300  acres 300 

To  lieutenants 10  of  200  acres  each 2,000 

To  privates 22  of  100  acres  each 2,200 


Total  warrants 45  Total  acres 8,850 


The  fifty-nine  revolutionary  land  warrants  signed  by  Generals  Knox  and  Dearborn  remain  still  on  file, 
not  having-  as  j-et  been  called  for. 

W.M.  M.  STEUART,  Clerl: 
War  Departmext,  Bounty  Land  Office.  Xoeendier  23.  1826. 
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API'LICATIUX  or  ARKANSAS  FOR  RELIEF  TO  THE  SETTLERS  OX  THE  CHOCTAW  LANDS. 

COMMl-NIfATi:n  Til  THE  nOl'SE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  1,    1826. 

To  Ihe  honorable  Snuilr  aiul  House  of  Ilepresmtalives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  nicMini-iiil  of  the  g-ciioi-al  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  respectfully  represents:  That 
V. air  MicnKuialists  have  noticed,  with  deep  interest  and  much  concern,  that  the  general  f^overnmeut  has 
"not  licen  alile,  I'V  tlie  late  treaty  made  and  concluded  with  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians  at  the  city  of 
\\'ashin"-ton,  on" January  20,  1825,  to  acquire  from  that  nation  all  their  tract  of  country  within  our  Terri- 
tory winch  had  Ijcen  settled'and  improved  by  a  civilized  and  industrious  population  previous  to  the  cession 
of  "tins  part  of  our  Territory  to  the  said  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians  by  treaty  at  Doak's  Stand  of  October 
18,  1820. 

Your  nirniniialists,  therefore,  arc  called  upon  Ijy  that  sacred  sense  of  duty  which  they  owe  to  them- 
selves, and  liy  that  regard  wliicii  is  due  to  a  distressed  and  ruined  portion  of  their  community,  to  notice 
that  distress  and  niisi^y  which  await  a  portion  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  Crawford  and  Miller  counties,  by 
being  driven  from  their  improvements,  tlieir  houses,  and  homes,  and  to  implore  the  munificence  of  the 
general  government  in  their  bciialf. 

Your  memorialists  would,  while  they  appeal  to  the  sympathy,  magnanimity,  and  beneficence  of  a  great 
nation,  invite  tlie  consideration  of  Congress  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  this  distressed  portion  of  their 
fellow-citizens  previous  to  the  late  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  January  20,  182.5. 

Tlie  tract  of  country  from  which  our  citizens  are  about  to  be  driven  was  acquired  by  the  United 
States  from  the  Quajjaw  nation  of  Indians  by  treaty  of  August  21,  1818,  by  which  it  became  a  part  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  over -which  the  legislature  of  Missouri,  to  which  this  tract  of  terri- 
tory then  ajipertained,  extended  its  civil  jurisdiction. 

That  about  tlie  year  1819  a  i)art  of  tlie  said  public  lands  was,  by  tlie  authority  of  the  United  States, 
surveyed  into  townships,  and  subdivided  into  sections  as  far  as  ranges  38  and  39,  and  within  about  eight 
miles  of  the  present  western  boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  as  lately  established  by  act  of 
Congress. 

Tliat  on  January  .5,  1819,  an  order  issued  from  the  headquarters  of  the  division  of  the  south,  directed 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  troops  at  Fort  Smith,  of  wliicii  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  immediate  measures  will  be  taken  to  remove  all 
settlers  on  the  Red  river  above  tlie  mouth  of  the  Kiamiche,  and  on  the  Arkansas  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Poto,  and  to  tlie  west  of  the  main  branches  of  the  Kiamiclie  and  Poto,  and  a  line  drawn  between  their 
sources." 

The  settlers,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  order,  immediatelj'  removed  and  located  them- 
selves below  and  cast  of  said  Kiamiche  and  Poto  upon  lands,  to  the  settlement  of  which  they  did  not 
conceive  there  existed  any  prohiiiition,  as  about  that  time,  or  soon  afterwards,  a  part  of  said  public  lands 
was  survej'cd  into  sections  as  if  with  a  view  to  encourage  and  invite  emigrants. 

That,  under  these  encouragements  and  flattering  prospects  held  out  by  the  authorities  of  the  govern- 
ment, there  was  an  immediate  and  considerable  increase  of  the  settlements  east  of  the  Kiamiche,  on  Red 
river,  in  Miller  county,  and  below  and  east  of  the  Poto,  in  Crawford  county,  upon  and  near  the  lands 
surveyed  into  sections  as  aforesaid,  which  settlements  were  then  made  with  a  view  to  a  permanent 
residence,  and,  consequently,  the  improvements  were  large  and  valuable. 

That  these  settlers,  to  whose  situation  your  memorialists  would  call  the  attention  of  Congress,  became 
greatlj'  alarmed  by  the  treaty  of  October  18,  1820,  aforesaid,  by  which  the  tract  of  country  upon  which 
tliey  did  then  reside  was  ceded  to  the  Choctaw  Indians,  but  were  soon  afterwards  more  reconciled  by  the 
assurances  from  the  the  President  of  the  LInited  States,  received,  as  the'y  believe,  by  James  Miller,  late 
governor,  and  also  by  the  late  and  present  delegate  in  Congress  from  this  Territoiy,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  general  government  to  disturb  or  remove  any  of  the  settlers  from  the  lands  then  ceded 
to  the  Choctaw  Indians,  and  that  the  settled  part  of  said  country,  ceded  to  the  said  Indians,  would  be 
repurchased  from  them;  which  repeated  assurances  greatly  satisfied  our  citizens,  and  they  continued  to 
enlarge  and  extend  their  improvements. 

Your  memorialists  further  respectfullj'  represent  that,  from  the  time  of  their  first  settlement  where 
they  now  reside,  a  civil  government  and  civil  jurisdiction  has  been  extended  to  them,  and  courts  of  law 
established  and  held  within  the  tract  of  country  which,  bj-  the  late  treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  January  20, 
1825,  has  been  transferred  or  reserved  for  said  Indians,  and  from  which  a  considerable  portion  of  these 
distressed  persons  arc  to  be  removed.. 

Your  memorialists  are  well  aware  that  the  general  government  has  heretofore  removed  from  Indian 
lands  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had  settled  upon  lands  owned  at  the  time  of  such  settlement  by 
any  Indian  tribe  or  nation;  but  the  unfortunate  part  of  our  fellow-citizens,  whose  ruinous  situation  has 
excited  and  enlisted  our  sympathies,  settled  upon  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  when  a  part  of 
these  public  lands  had  been  surveyed  into  sections,  and  previous  to  the  treaty  of  October  18,  1820,  by 
which  it  was  transferred  to  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians;  and  they  had,  therefore,  the  strongest  reason 
to  bcHevc  that  they  would  not  in  future  be  molested  or  deprived  of  their  quiet  possessions. 

Voiir  memorialists  would  i'lirther  respectfullj-  observe  that  they  have  been  informed  that  an  order 
issued  from  the  Department  of  War,  in  the  year  1823,  directed  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United 
States  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Smith,  which  commanded  the  removal  of  all  those  who  had  settled  on  the 
Red  river  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kiamiche,  and  on  the  Arkansas  above  the  Poto,  and  a  line  drawn 
between  their  sources;  which  order,  being  in  accordance  with  that  of  January  5,  1819,  seems  clearly  to 
iiii]ily  and  strongly  confirms  the  belief  that  all  persons  settled  below  said  line  would  not  be  disturbed  in 
their  possessions,  inasmuch  as  a  prohibition  to  settle  above  said  line  inferred  a  permission  on  the  part  of 
the  government  to  settle  below  the  Kiamiche  on  Red  river,  and  Poto  on  Arkansas. 

■^  our  memorialists  would  also  further  represent  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  it  is  not, 
under  all  the  circumstances  in  which  these  settlements  and  improvements  were  made,  extremely  unjust 
that  they  should   ui.iw  be  forced   and  driven  by  our   own  government  from  the  farms  and  improvements 
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wliicli  they  had  hxborcd  for  years  to  make,  iiinlcr  th(^  I'nith,  as  tlii'V  lirlii'ved,  nl'  ihc  n-nvci-iiiiiciil  liy  wlmiu 
they  are  to  be  deprived  of  their  homes,  and  dudiiied  t<i  inivcrty  and  luiii,  w  ilhnut  smur  lilllr  iclirf,  some 
small  remuneration  for  years  employed  in  laborions  indiistr_y. 

It  is  therefore  submitted  to  the  g'eneral  g-ovcrnment  wliether  some  )ii-ovisioii  cither  in  mnii(\-  or  lauds 

should   not    he   made  fur   the   relief  of  thoSo  few   of  l heir  distressed  ieihiw-citi/.cus    who    ha\c"madc   thi- 

■  improvements,  as  aforesaiii,  east  of  the  Poto   ami    l\iami('he,  and  west  of  the  ('h(ic-law  caslcni  l.nunihirv 

lino  as  established  liy  the  treaty  of  Jauuarj'  20,  1825.     And  your  memorialisis  will,  as  in  duly  Imunil,  evc'r 

pray. 

ROBERT  REAX,  Hprahr  ,,r  thr  ffmism/-  Hrprc-^nUalhr..-!. 
JAt'Ol!  RAKKMAN,  l'ir^i<l,iit  nf  Ihr  ConiinL 
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LEAD  MINES  IN    ILLINOIS  A\l>  MISSOURI,  AND  OPERATIONS  THEREAT. 

COMMfXICATED    Tl)    TUE    HOUSE    OE    REniESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    8,     182'). 

To  the  House  of  Beprcsriilaliceg  (if  the  United  Stoles: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Seeretary  of  War,  with  sundry  docu- 
ments containing  the  information  reciuested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  .sth  of  May  last, 
relating  to  the  lead  nuues  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Wasiiixgtox,  Beeember  8,  182(5. 


Department  oe  War,  Deecmlier  7,  182f). 
The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referreil  tlie  resolution  of  the  8th  of  ^lay  last,  requesting  "the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  obtained,  and  lay  the  same  before  Congress  at  the  next 
session,  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  working  the  lead  mines  belonging  to  the 
United  States  in  Illinois  and  Missouri;  the  quantity  of  mineral  raised  at  them;  the  quantity  of  land  that 
has  been  ascertained  by  discovery  to  be  mineral  laud;  and,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  quantity  of  lead 
made  at  those  mines  since  the  first  day  of  July  last;  and  also  a  statement  showing  the  nnmljer  of  persons 
eng'aged  in  working'  such  mines  in  said  States  as  belong  to  private  individuals  or  companies;  and,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  the  quantity  of  mineral  raised  and  lead  made  at  those  mines  since  the  period  aforesaid," 
has  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  colonel  of  ordnance,  made  in  complianco  with  the  resolution. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RARROUR. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Ordxaxce  Deeartmext,  Wasliinrjhm,  Decemtier  4,  1821). 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  to  collect  and  transmit  the  information  required  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Sth  of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  rcc[uisite 
instructions  were  given  to  the  superintendent  of  the  lead  mines  to  collect  and  forward  the  information 
required.  And  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  his  report,  which  contains  all  the  informatii.in  upon  the 
subject  which  it  has  been  in  his  power  to  collect. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  report  of  the  superintendent  is  not  limited  to  the  matters  mentioned  in 
the  resolution,  but  embraces  others  which,  although  not  expressly  required  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution, 
are  considered  material  to  the  subject  of  it.  It  is  considered  proper,  therefore,  to  present  tlie  report 
entire,  as  in  this  state  it  gives  a  fuller  account  of  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the  public 
lead  mines. 

The  superintendent  renews  a  propositiem,  heretofore  submitted,  fu'  oiieuing  a  road  from  Rotosi  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  adds  another  for  imiiroving-  the  navigation  of  the  "  Ujiper  Mississippi."  Both  of 
these  propositions  are  conceived  to  be  of  suflicient  importance  to  merit  the  consideration  of  the  proper 
authorities.  It  is  believed  that  the  expense  of  carrying  them  into  effect  would  in  a  short  time  be  reim- 
bursed by  the  increa.sed  product  of  the  lead  mines.  The  improvement  recommended  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  it  is  conceived,  would  be  impiirtant  to  the  public  service  in  other  respects  than  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  lead  mines,  as  it  would,  doubtless,  greatly  lessen  the  difficulties  of  commu- 
nicating with  the  remote  military  posts  situated  on  the  headwaters  of  that  river. 

It  is  presumed  that  legislative  sanction  is  necessary  to  measures  like  these  now  proposed.     They  are 
therefore  respectfully  submitted  in  connexion  with  the  report  which  is  made  in  answer  to  the  resolution. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  most  obedient. 

GEO.  ROMFORD,  nrerri  Colonel,  on  Ordnanee  servii-e. 

Hon.  Ja5[es  Barboir,  Seeretanj  of  War. 
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U.viTF.n  St.vtes  Lead  Mi.ve  Office,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  September  30,  1826. 

Pm-  In  complianco  with  your  iii.stnictioiis,  I  procoed  to  repru-t  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
„,)rkin"-  tlie  lead  niini'.-;  the  i)nii)crty  of  the  United  Statesr  in  IHinois  and  Missonn;  the  quantity  of 
niinerafraised  at  them,  aiid  tlie  l(.ad  niade  .since  July  1,  1825;  the  number  of  persons  engag-ed  m  working 
prirale  mines-  the  (inuntitv  of  mineral  raised  at  them,  and  the  quantity  of  lead  made  since  July  1,  1825, 
and  the  quantity  of  land  that  has  licen,  by  discovery,  ascertained  to  be  mineral  land;  which  information  is 
required  by  a  resolutidu  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives  l>y  the  Hon.  D.  P.  Cook  at  the  last 
scssionof  Congress,  a  copv  of  which  was  received  with  your  instructions.  ,,      ,    , 

It  is  necessary  to  premise  that  a  [lortion  of  the  information  reciuired  by  the  resolution  could  only  be 
ol>tained  in  an  incomplete  and  somewhat  unsatisfactory  manner,  owing  to  causes  beyond  my  control,  and 
wliich  will  be  explained  in  this  report.  So  far  as  was  practicable,  I  have  given  facts;  when  compelled 
to  resort  to  other  sources,  I  have  used  due  caution  in  adopting  the  estimates  and  information  obtained. 

First.  The  number  of  persons  engaged  in  working  the  public  lead  mines. 

1  am  enabled  to  give  with  accuracy  the  number  of  persons  at  the  public  mines  in  Illinois  only,  or 
rather  at  the  mines  near  the  north  boundary  of  that  State,  and  which  are  supposed  to  be  within  its  limits, 
commonly  known  as  the  Fever  Hiver  mines,  viz:  On  July  1,  1825,  there  were  at  those  mines  abi.iut  one 
liundred  men;  on  December  31,  1825,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  men;  on  March  31,  1820,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four;  on  Jum;  30,  1820,  four  liundred  and  six;  and  on  August  31,  1826,  (the  date  of  the  last 
report,')  there  were  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  men.  You  will  ob.serve  the  increase  has  been  gradual, 
and  the  numl)er  is  still  augmenting.  In  j/issoi/n",  the  number  of  miners,  teamsters,  and  laborers  of  every 
description,  (including  slaves,)  at'the  public  and  private  mines,  may  be  estimated  at  about  two  thousand. 
Thi'y  do  not,  however,  work  constantly  at  mining;  many  are  farmers,  &c.,  who,  with  their  slaves,  devote 
to  inining  such  time  only  as  they  can  spare  from  their  other  pursuits.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  not  more 
than  thc^piantum  of  labor  to  be  derived  from  the  steady  application  of  one  thousand  men  is  applied  to 
the  mining  and  other  incidental  business  connected  with  it  in  Missouri.  The  miners  working  for  themselves 
generally  labor  when  they  please  and  as  they  think  prciper.  The  ]iroprietors  or  lessees  of  the  mines  have 
no  control  over  the  miners  other  than  that  of  requiring  them  to  deliver  the  mineral  they  obtain;  they  are 
constantly  changing  from  one  mine  to  another,  and  it  is  impossible,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  to 
ascertain' the  amount  of  laljor  bestowed.  The  estiviale  I  have  given  is  from  observation,  and  information 
derived  from  experienced  persons. 

Second.  The  quantity  of  mineral  raised  and  lead  made  at  the  public  mines. 

At  the  Fever  River  mines,  (Illinois,)  from  July  1,  1825,  to  August  31,  1820,  there  were  2,410,350 
pounds  of  mineral  obtained,  and  1,042,288  pounds  of  lead  made,  leaving  on  hand,  at  the  latter  date, 
mineral  and  OKhes  (line  mineral  partly  desulphurated)  sufiiciont  to  make  1,380,000  pounds  of  lead,  including 
about  1,200,000  pounds  of  mineral  raised  at  the  mines,  but  not  taken  to  the  furnaces.  In  Missouri,  from 
July  1,  1825,  to  Septemlier  30,  1820,  there  were  obtained  from  the  public  mines  under  lease  2,041,231 
pounds  of  mineral,  and  1,738,421  pounds  of  lead  wore  made,  leaving  mineral  and  ashes  on  hand  at  the 
latter  date  sufficient  to  make  110,000  pounds  of  lead. 

lliird.  The  number  of  persons  engaged  in  working  the  private  lead  mines  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

As  respects  3n.<'.-:oiiri,  I  have  already  stated  that  the  miners  work  indiscriminately  at  public  and 
jirivate  mines.     In  Illinois  there  are  no  private  mines  wrought. 

Fourth.  Tlie  quantity  of  lead  made  at  private  mines. 

I  am  Compelled  to  estimate  when  answering  this.  Persons  are  naturally  unwilling  to  disclose  the 
amount  of  their  business.  From  the  best  sources  witiiin  my  reach,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  about 
8, Otto, 000  of  jiounds  of  lead  were  made  in  Missouri  from  July  1,  1825,  to  September  30,  1826,  from  mines 
other  than  those  leased  from  the  United  States.  At  least  one-fourth  (if  that  amount  was,  however,  made 
from  mineral  surreptitiously  olitained  from  public  mineral  lands,  principally  in  small  quantities  at  a  time, 
leaving  about  0,000,000  of  lead  as  the  product  of  the  mines  owned  or  claimed  by  individuals  in  Missouri. 

Fifth.  The  quantity  of  land  wliich  has  been  ascertained  by  discovery  to  be  mineral  land. 

I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  answer  this.  If  it  is  meant  to  inquire  the  number  of  acres  from  which 
lead  ore,  in  quantiti/,  has  been  obtained  in  Missouri,  it  may  be  estimated  at  3,000  acres.  This  amount,  it 
may  be  observed,  is  very  small  compared  with  the  reservations  from  sale  on  account  of  mineral  appear- 
ances; but  as  the  land  is  surveyeil  and  subdivided  into  tracts,  the  smallest  of  which  is  eighty  acres,  when 
one  acre  is  found  to  be  mineral  land,  it  is  necessary  to  reserve  the  whole  tract,  as  the  acre  of  mineral 
land  may  produce  an  immense  quantity  of  mineral  in  a  very  short  time.  The  Mine  Shibboleth  has,  since 
its  discovery  in  1811,  produced  at  least  $500,000  worth  of  lead.  This  mine  covers  less  than  thirty  acres. 
One  public  mine  leased  in  November,  1824,  has,  from  that  period  until  September  30,  1820,  iiroduced 
()St),OliO  pounds  of  lead,  exclusive  of  about  180,000  pounds  taken  from  it  previous  to  the  lease.  This  mine 
does  not  cover  more  than  ten  acres.  Another  lease  of  a  mineral  tract,  of  less  than  eighty  acres,  has 
produced  about  000,000  pounds  of  lead  principally  from  one  vein  covering  but  a  small  superficial  extent. 
15ut  if  the  infjrmation  required  by  the  resolution  is  the  amount  of  land  which,  from  geological  and 
mineralogical  features,  is  considered  mineral  land — land  possessing  such  indices  as  to  leave  no  reasonalile 
doubt  of  its  containing  lead  mineral  under  the  surface — the  amount  may  be  stated  at  present  at  400,000 
acres.  This  amount  includes  all  which  has  been  reserved  from  sale  by  law,  as  well  as  all  the  land  cfaimed 
and  held  under  French  and  S|3anish  grants,  pre-emption  and  settlement  rights,  and  all  other  incomplete 
titles  which  happened  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  the  reservations. 

1  have  thus  replied  to  the  resolution  in  the  best  manner  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  do,  and  I  will 
1:il;c  the  lihcity  to  subjoin  such  other  remarks  as  may  probably  be  illustrative  or  interesting. 

I'lom  July  1,  1S25,  to  September  30,  1820,  there  has  accrued  as  rent  of'the  public  mines  218,011 
p'Miiids  (if  lead,  and  there  is  mineral  ncjw  on  hand  sufiiciont  to  yield  155,000  pounds  UKire — making  a  total 
ol  433,011  pdiinds,  which,  at  the  present  price,  would  amount  to  $21,053  55.  After  deducting  tlio 
expenses  of  cdllcclidn,  transportation,  &c.,  &c.,  (about  §3,000,)  the  clear  revenue  would  be  $11,053  55  for 
a  little  moic  than  one  year,  and  this  has  accrued  under  unfavorable  circumstances;  for,  in  Missouri, 
owing  to  a  vciy  wet  season,  mining  has  been  jirosecuted  with  but  little  success,  and,  as  before  staled, 
mucli  has  Iji.'cn  lost  to  the  United  States  from  unauthorized  mining.  At  Fever  river  the  operations  wer(.' 
nut  lairly  comnicnced  until  June.  Previous  to  that  time  but  two  furnaces  were  in  operation;  subsequenll.y 
//(■'■  hav('  bei'ii  in  constant  activity.  AUhough  the  amount  of  rent  above  stated  is  of  little  comparative 
importance  to  the  government,  yet  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  business  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
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(litiiin,  anil  bids  I'air  to  iiH'i\'as<'  aiftiuiilly.  'I'lic  iiiiiulicr  ul'  minrrs  al  l'r\ci-  rivn-  is  iiuTca.siiin"  rapiiUv. 
Such  are  tlio  iniliK-cnioiils  to  iiidivicliial  eiiti'r|iiisi'  and  industry  at  tliosc  mines,  that  nundiers  of  the  moist 
respectable  inhalutanls  of  tiie  "Upper  Mississippi"  are  resorlin.n'  to  tiiem  as  ;i  source  ol'  ri.'wurd  for  hilior 
not  attaiuabk'  elsewhere.  The  nnirket  tiiose  mines  alliu-d  lor  the  a.L;'rieultural  prodnclions  of  tlie  upper 
settlements  is  already  considerable,  and  is  increasinj;-,  as  iho  prii-e  of  laUor  a(  thr  mines  precludes  coni- 
petition  with  the  settlements  below,  where  it  is  cheap  and  tlir  cost  of  I  ransporlat  ion  I  lilliuL;'.  |{<d  i<-vin'.;', 
as  I  <lo,  that  the  main  object  of  the  j^overnment  is  "a  full  dr\rlopniciil  of  the  mineral  rcsonices  of  tiie 
country  ])revi(Uis  to  a  sale  of  the  lands  to  individuals,"  1  a;.;aiii  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  lo  fa\oiablo 
notice  the  plan  of  niakinj;-  a  road  iVoin  I'otosi  (the  centre  of  the  [uancipal  nunes  at  presi'ut  w  roi|w-|it  in 
Missouri)  to  the  Mississippi  river,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  suf^'gest  in  my  report  last  -,\in|er.  !  am 
induced  to  repeat  the  rccominemlation  from  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  bemlicial  tendency  of  iIk;  road 
as  respects  the  value  of  the  public  mineral  lands,  particularly  should  they  be  broun'ht  into  market  I 
would,  for  the  same  reason,  also,  resi)ectfull3'  ur.ije  the  eonsiileration  of  what  1  conceive  to  bi'  a  still  more 
important  measure.  I  allude  to  clearing,-  out  a  boat-cliannid  tlirounh  the  ra|)ids  in  the  "  I'pper  .Missis- 
sippi"— the  iirst  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  the  other  just  ab(}ve  Fort  Armstrong'  or  Hock 
Island.  From  information  which  nia_y  be  relieil  on,  I  believe  a  boat-channel  atlording-  three  and  a  half  feet 
water  at  the  lowest  stages  of  the  river  may  be  <deared  ont  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  l^oO.tKHI.  This  sun. 
will  be  about  the  amount  of  two  years'  rc^nt  of  the  Fevei-  Itiver  mines  even  should  no  njatcri.-d  incicase 
take  ]ilacc  in  their  product.  The  objeet  is  one  of  great  importance  in  many  points  of  view,  independent 
of  facilitating  the  intercourse  with  and  conse([uent  development  of  the  lead  mines.  The  impe(|inients 
consist  priiuMpally  in  loo^e  rocks  in  the  In-d  of  the  river.  In  a  conununication  from  tme  of  the  most  intel- 
ligent residi'uts  at  the  upper  mines  on  this  subject,  he  states  that  he  has  been  detained,  in  low  water,  ten 
days  at  each  of  the  rapids  above  referred  to,  by  obstacles  which  he  is  of  o[iinioii,  from  particular  observa- 
tion, could  bo  removed  for  $20,000.  These  rapids  are  the  onlj'  serious  impediments  in  the  navigation  of 
the  "Upper  Mississippi"  as  far  up  as  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  more  than  eight  hundred  miles  above  St. 
Louis.  Steamboats  ascend  that  distance  in  the  spriiir/  of  the  year  under  present  circumstances;  bnt  were 
the  improvements  suggested  to  be  made  in  the  rapids,  it  is  believed  the  intercourse  would  be  continued 
for  sf'.r  months  in  the  year. 

The  extent  of  the  mineral  region  of  the  "  Upper  Mississippi"  is  immense.  That  jjoition  of  it  now 
wrought  for  lead  ore  is  trilling  compared  with  the  whole,  and  yet  it  has  yielded  Sd.CKJU  dollars'  -wortii  of 
lead  during-  the  present  year.  From  Apple  river  (and  from  below  it  in  fact)  to  the  Wisconsin,  a  distance 
of  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  the  same  geological  features  ]u-esent  tliemselves,  and  tlieie  is  nothing 
but  labor  required  to  develop  the  immense  value  of  the  C(juntry.  On  the  1st  of  .lune  last,  from  the 
returns  of  mineral  obtained  at  the  Fever  River  mines  during  the  preceding  year,  the  arrrai/i'  amount  to 
each  miner  was  found  to  be  four  hundred  and  lifty-seven  dollars  for  his  year's  labor.  Subseijuent  ret^irns 
are  equally  larjc.  This  state  of  facts  leave  Init  little  doufit  that  additional  labor  will  soon  be  applied 
■when  it  will  be  so  well  rewarded. 

With  respect  to  the  trespasses  on  the  mineral  and  timber  of  the  public  lands  in  the  mine  district  of 
Missouri,  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  plan  (jf  leasing-  larg'er  cjuantities  than  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  to  one  person  or  company,  which  I  proposed  to  the  de]iartment  last  winter,  will  lun'e  a  beneficial 
tendency.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  lessee  to  prevent  all  unautlnirized  proceedings  on  the  land  ho  has 
leased,  he  tlie  amount  g'reat  or  small.  There  are  freijueutly  ten  or  fifteen  |.)laees  in  a  township  where  lead 
ore  in  small  quantities  is  obtained,  neither  of  which  are  sufficient  to  induce  a  person  to  lease  it,  as,  under 
the  present  regulations,  he  can  have  but  one  lease  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  (to  be  taken  in  one 
place,)  even  if  his  ability  to  work  the  mines  found  on  five  limes  that  qu'intit^y  be  known;  consequently 
all  are  desirous  of  leasing  the  productive  mines  only,  whilst  those  of  less  importance  are  neglected. 
These  places  become  the  resort  of  trespassers,  and  although  the  amount  of  mineral  obtaiia^d  by  them  at 
anv'  one  of  such  places  may  be  small,  the  aggregate  is  very  large.  Not  only  so,  but  the  pretence  of 
having  obtained  the  mineral  from  public  land  not  leased  is  held  forth,  when,  in  I'act,  it  is  frequently' 
obtained  from  that  which  is  leased,  and  also  from  private  property,  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  owners. 
Unfortunately  there  are  persons  engaged  in  smelting  lead  ore  who  are  so  regardless  of  all  moral  restraint 
or  law  as  to  make  it  a  practice  to  purchase  ore  at  an  advanced  price,  (equivalent  to  the  rent  required  by 
the  United  States,)  no  matter  how  obtained.  This  is  a  serious  evil  to  the  whole  of  the  owners  of 
mines,  public  and  private,  and  I  know  of  no  better  [ilan  to  suppress  it  than  to  put  all  the  land  at- present 
wrought  for  ore  under  lease.  When  the  ciuantity  obtained  from  five  or  six  of  the  smaller  mines  is  no 
greater  than  that  obtained  from  one  of  the  most  productive,  I  would  lease  the  whole  of  the  former  to  one 
person,  and  therebj-  place  the  lessees  more  upon  an  equality.  The  only  objection  to  this  plan  which 
sug'gests  itself  to  me  is  mon(.)poly,  and  that  is  already  guarded  ag-ainst  by  upiwards  of  sixty  leases  which 
are  now  granted,  and  which  are  so  located  as  to  destroy  the  coiniexion  of  any  very  larg'e  tracts  that  it 
would  be  rerpiisite  they  should  have. 

As  respects  the  reservations  from  sale,  it  is  nothing  more  than  common  justice  to  )ilace  all  the 
residents  of  the  mine  districts  on  an  equality,  either  by  reserving  the  whole  of  the  mineral  lands  from 
sale  or  none  of  it.  So  long  as  a  jMii ion  onh/ lA'  the  mineral  land  is  reserved,  it  holds  out  a  powia-ful 
inducement  to  the  adroit  and  crafty  speculator  to  purchase  the  remainder,  whilst  those  w\\o  are  more 
scrupulous  of  taking  the  advantage  of  the  want  of  information  on  the  part  of  the  government  now 
particii)ale  in  the  great  profits  which  they  frequently  see  others  obtain  by  unworthy  means.  I  have 
therefore  not  hesitated  to  make  reservations  of  mineral  land  so  i'ar  as  my  imformation  wotild  justify.  The 
land  is  generally  poor,  rocky,  broken,  and  difficult  of  access,  and  it  is  undeniable  tliat,  were  it  not  for  the 
lead  mines,  those  small  tracts  of  good  land  which  are  interspersed  throughout  the  mine  districts  would 
not  sell  for  scarcely  anything.  It  is  very  probable  that  some  small  tracts,  apparently  fit  for  cultivation 
only,  may  be  reserved  as  containing  lead  mines;  but  such  places  w-ill  be  required  for  the  sinidting  estab- 
lishments on  the  adjoining  lead  mines  whether  they  be  leased  or  sold;  and,  as  the  measures  now  taking- 
are  of  a  general  and  not  of  a  partial  character,  it  is  presumed  that  the  sale  of  a  few  small  and  detached 
tracts  of  cultivated  land,  in  so  large  a  district  as  that  of  the  mines,  can  be  of  but  little  moment  whether  it 
takes  place  now  or  a  few  j-ears  hence.  Should  a  contrai-y  opinion,  however,  prevail,  I  can  re-examine  the 
country  and  release  from  the  reservation  the  tracts  alkuled  to  should  any  such  be  found. 

In  my  former  report  I  adverted  to  the  wasteful  manner  in  which  the  lead  ore  was  smelted.  Should  it 
meet  your  approbation,  I  would  intrtiduce,  by  way  of  experiment,  the  improved  modern  "reverberator}' 
furnace;"  and,  as  nothing  is  moi-e  difficult  than  to  convince  the  generality  of  workmen  that  any  improve- 
ment can  be  made  in  the  process  of  a  business  they  have  grown  gray  in  following,  it  will  be  requisite,  in 
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order  to  have  it  introduced,  to  build  tlie  furnace  and  put  it  in  operatioft  at  the  public  expense.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  most  ex|Kn-ienccd  smelters  that  a  very  material  saving  would  be  made  by  the 
adoption  of  this  description  of  furnace  in  lieu  of  the  one  at  present  in  use  here.  I  am  convinced  ot  the 
fact  myself  and  that  the  cost  of  the  exiieriment  would  soon  be  repaid  by  the  increase  of  the  product,  and 
consemientiv  of  the  rent  of  the  mines,  which  is,  it  appears  to  me,  one  of  the  legitimate  objects  of  the 
govcrnment'in  regard  to  its  lead  mines.  I  therefore  trust  that  the  proposition  will  meet  with  a  favorable 
consideration  'IV-  improvements  in  the  metallurgical  department  of  the  French  "School  of  Alines"  has 
amply  repaid  the  expens.'s  attending  them.  We  have  authentic  information  on  this  subject.  In  one 
instance,  at  the  lead  mines  of  "  I'escy,"  the  increase  of  lead  fr..m  the  ore  was  Jortij-six  jxr  cent.,  and  which 
was  etfci-ted  by  an  improvement  upi)n  a  plan  of  smelting  which  had  existed  for  ages.  The  mine  district 
of  Missouri  alibrds  a  clay  of  superior  quality  for  making  fine  brick,  very  suitable  for  the  new  furnace 
slKAild  it  be  addpted.  Another  advantage  in  this  furnace  is  that  it  requires  much  less  fuel  than  the  old, 
which  is  a  consideration  of  imiiortance  in  this  country  where  it  is  so  scarce. 

^Vith  respect  to  the  profits  arising  to  the  owners  of  the  private  mines,  which  it  would   appear  to  be 

in  part  the  otqect  of  the  resolution  to  ascertain,  it  is  considered  that  the  only  diiJ'ereiice  between   the 

owners  and  lessees  of  mines  is  the  amount  of  the  rent  required  by  the  United  States.     Private  mines  are 

frequently  leased  upon  the  same  terms  as  those  of  the  i)iiblic.     They  are  worked  in  the  same  manner  also. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

M.  THOMAS, 
Liculcnant  United  Slativ  Army,  Superintendlmj  United  States  Lead  Mines- 

Colonel  (iKoiiGK  BoMFonD,  o/i  Ordnance  Sercice,  Waaliuvjlon,  D.  G. 
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API'LICATIOX   OF  THE  CITIZENS   OF   MOBILE,  ALAI3AMA,   FOR  THE  ADJUSTMENT  OF 
.     .  TITLES  TO   LAND  IN  THAT  CITY. 

■   COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SEN.\TE    DECEMBER    15,    1826. 

To  the  honorahte  liic  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Mobile  respectfully  represent: 
That  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  this  city,  although  they  have  often  attracted  the  attention  of  Congress, 
and  have  been  the  subject  of  several  laws,  yet  remain  in  an  unsettled  and  embarrassing  situation,  injurious 
to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  place,  the  fruitful  source  of  expensive  lawsuits  and  contention  among  our 
citizens,  and,  at  the  same  time,  exposing  the  honest,  industrious  man  to  the  wiles  and  machinations  of  the 
cunning,  artful  knave. 

Thirteen  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since  Mobile  has  become  a  component  part  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  inhabitants  have  ever  anxiously  looked  to  Congress  for  an  adjustment  of  their  claims,  and,  although 
two  boards  of  commissioners  have  examined  and  reported  upon  them,  and  several  laws  have  been  enacted 
on  the  subject,  they  still  find  themselves  in  the  same  embarrassing,  perplexing,  and  unhappy  situation — • 
not  secure  in  the  possession  of  the  houses  which  sheltered  them  under  a  foreign  government.  We  would 
paint  no  fiction;  we  feign  not  our  insecurity.  The  ])ractice  of  making  simulated  Spanish  grants  and  papers 
existed  before  the  American  government,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  machinations  of  this  nature 
are  not  yet  extinct.  New  grants,  worn,  smoked,  and  antedated — old  in  date,  new  in  existence — threaten 
our  oldest  and  dearest  possessions;  we  feel,  we  know,  the  difficulties  attending  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  this  citj'.  The  Spanish  records  were  carried  away,  or  retained  here  in  such  careless  keeping  as 
to  afford  ample  opportunities  for  fraudulent  practices;  claims  for  mistaken  quantity,  either  more  or  less, 
have,  in  some  instances,  been  honestly  exhibited  and  allowed;  certificates  have  been  wrongly  issued,  giving 
more  or  less  land  than  ought  to  have  been  given;  some  have  gone  to  the  hands  of  wrong  persons,  and 
some  have  been  lost  or  destroyed.  The  survej's  are,  of  course,  equally  wrong  and  injurious.  Such  is  the 
uncertain  situation  of  land  claims  in  this  commercial  depot  of  Alabama.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  rogues 
will  profit,  honest  men  must  suffer;  but  it  is  desirable  to  know  the  extent  of  suffering. 

Many  of  us  have  witnessed,  from  year  to  year,  the  sale  of  claims  rejected  by  the  commissioners, 
warranty  titles  given,  and  valuable  houses  built  thereon.  More  than  fifty  dwellings  have  been  erected  on 
such  spurious  titles.  In  many  instances  the  sellers  are  dead,  and  nought  remains  but  the  remembrance  of 
their  deeds.  The  bjjyers  have  been  deceived  by  artful  men,  aided  by  the  long  delay  of  the  government  to 
designate  clearly  their  own.  The  value  of  lots  has  advanced  from  hundreds  to  thousands  of  dollars.  Shall 
such  purchasers  be  now  turned  out  from  their  improvements  and  their  dwellings?  Their  industry  and  the 
growth  of  the  city  have  given  the  present  value.  Ten  years  ago  the  same  ground  was  not  worth  fencing. 
The  possessors  of  such  property  must  now  ajtpeal  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  government. 

That  the  present  situation  of  land  claims  in  this  city  may  be  faithfully  and  impartially  examined  into, 
that  errors  may  be  correcttHl  and  frauds  exposed,  your  petitioners  solicit  that  commissioners  distinguished 
for  talent  and  integrity,  strangers  to  our  population,  unprejudiced  and  impartial,  may  be  appointed  to  revise 
and  examine  the  respective  claims,  with  such  powers  as  Congress  may,  in  their  wisdom,  deem  proper  to 
grant  them.  It  is  also  important  that  the  commissioners  should  look  at  the  grounds  claimed.  Had  this 
been  done;  by  the  former  commissioners,  it  might  at  once  have  excited  suspicion,  and  led  to  an  investi- 
gation and  rejection  of  the  claim,  and  thus  prevented  the  grant  of  valuable  ground  for  the  prodigious 
improvement  of  a  pig-stye  upon  it.  Your  petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  they  have  learned 
that  a  bill  in  relation  to  these  land  claims  was  before  the  last  Congress,  which  proposed  to  appoint  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Jackson  Court-house  commissioners  to  examine  these  claims. 
I  he  latter  of  those  officers  is  well  known  to  your  petitioners.     He  long  resided  in  this  place,  and  left  it 
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under  circiinistiuicos  we   ferlieiir  In  detail.      'I'hey  were  siieli   :is  .u'ive  Idni  im  elaim  to   nur  ennlidcnee;   and 

we  hog  leave  to  add,  as  a  duty  we  owe  our.selves  and  tlie  ^•overniiieiil ,  that  we  niiuht  lie  nmii'  .satisfac- 
torily and  inipartially  represented. 

Addiu  [ii'wis.  IJoliert  K.  Center.  William  K.iser. 

Henrv  V.  Cliainlierlain.  L.  .Mont<;-iinierv.                                         Itcib.  Hi in 

r.  H.'lfnl.art.  Thos.  W.  Dailev.  Isaac  .Meeker. 

T.  F.  Tdulniin.  JEo.scs  Sewall.  Mai'tin  'I'liaxler. 

Kolit.  L.  Crawford.  Daniel  Stow.  .Nidi's  Weckcs. 

Jack  F.  Ross.  (iorliani  l>aven[inrt.  |)'.|Ui'  .^allev,  ji-. 

I'liilip  .McLoskey.  \\'ni.  .Imies,  jr.  J.  W.  Towh^iihI 

Diez  McCoy.      "  W.  R.  Uallett.  Cliester  Kn.,!. 

Edward  Hall.  K.  Wilson.  dona.  Hunt. 

J.  W.  >[onre.  P.  W.  K.  llalletl.  Tli..n,as  Murray 

L.  .ru<l.son. 


IOtii   CoXi;re.ss.]  No.    531.  [2nSK.s.sinN. 

LAND    CLAIM    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COSnirNIC.\TED   to   the    house    of   r.EraESEXT.VTIVES    I)ECE.\!I1ER    H),     1826. 

Mr.  BrcKNEi!,  from  the  Coniniittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  jietition  and  docu- 
mciit.s  of  the  lieirs  of  Louis  de  la  Iloussaj'e,  deceased,  reported: 

That  at  the  last  session  of  Cong-ress  the  .same  were  referred  ti.>  this  committee,  who,  on  the  lOtli  of 
January,  1826,  made  the  folhiwing-  reiiort: — (See  No.  469.) 

"Le  Peltier  de  la  Houssaye,  Chevalier  de  la  Iloussaye,  for  themselves  and  the  other  heirs  and  le.i^-.il 
representatives  of  Louis  de  la  Iloussaye,  deceased,  residents  of  the  county  of  Attakapas,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  represent  that  sometime  about  the  year  1813,  Levin  Wailes,  re.g'ister  of  the  land  otlice  at 
Opcdonsas,  and  Louis  Chachere,  sworn  interpreter  to  the  lioard  of  commissiimers,  came  to  the  house  of  the 
decedent,  who  was  an  old  and  intirm  man,  for  the  purpos(>  of  taking'  his  deposition,  and  who  then  delivered 
to  the  said  reg-istcr  a  com[ilete  grant  to  him  from  the  Spanish  government  for  one  league  of  land,  fronting 
upon  each  side  of  the  Bayou  Cailloux,  of  the  ordinary  depth;  that  the  said  register  promised  to  record  the 
Said  g'rant  for  confirmation;  that  soon  after  their  father  died;  that,  upon  inrjuiry  at  the  land  office,  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  register  had  not  only  neglected  to  record  the  grant,  as  he  had  promised,  but  hail 
actually  lost  or  mislaid  it,  so  that  it  could  not  be  regained;  that,  in  consequence  of  his  negligence,  their 
title  to  the  said  land  has  not  been  coniirmcd:  wherefore  they  solicit  the  passage  of  an  act  for  their  relief. 
The  proof  exhibited  in  sujipcirt  of  this  claim  is  as  follows:  Louis  Chachere  swears  that  he  was  present  at 
the  house  of  Louis  de  la  Iloussaye  with  Leviu  AVailes,  the  register,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  said  De 
la  IIoussaye",s  deposition  in  reference  to  a  claim  entered  for  confirmation  liy  the  late  Andre  .Martin:  that  De 
la  Houssaye  exhibited  a  concession  of  the  Spanish  government,  granting  to  him  one  league  of  hind  fronting 
on  each  side  of  the  Bayou  Cailloux,  which  concession  he  handed  to  the  legister  for  the  purjiose  of  entering- 
the  same  before  the  board.  The  affiant  thinks  the  concession  was  signed  by  (lovernor  Galvez,  and  was  a 
complete  grant;  he  does  not  recollect  at  what  time  this  instrument  was  lianded  to  the  register.  Valery 
Martin  swears  he  was  present  at  the  house  of  De  la  Houssaye  at  the  time  alluded  to  by  Chachere,  but  does 
not  recollect  whether  the  concession  was  handed  to  the  rcg'ister  or  not. 

"The  Committee  do  not  iind  the  case  frei'  from  difficulty.  The  petitioners  claim  under  a  complete 
Spanish  title,  which  has  been  lost  in  the  liands  of  a  United  States  nliicer,  whose  dutj"  it  was  to  admit 
it  to  record.  C.  Pellerin,  whose  testimony  is  strong-est  as  to  the  character  of  the  grant,  swears  that 
Mr.  de  la  Houssaye  took  possession  of  the  land  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  and  has  always  been  in 
possession  of  the  same,  and  enjoyed  it  as  his  property  to  the  present  day,  and  that  his  family  is  now  in 
possession  of  it  Ho  does  not  say  the  possession  was  actual,  or  such  an  one  as  would  be  jiroduced  by 
habitation  and  cultivation.  The  opinions  of  men  are  so  variant  as  to  what  ci institutes  a  complete  Spanish 
grant  that  it  seems  to  the  conunittec  some  doubt  may  rest  on  that  of  ^Mr.  Pellerin.  He  may  in  his  first 
affidavit  allude  merely  to  an  order  of  survey.  He  says  he  went  upon  the  land,  and  located  it,  and  fmik 
possession.  The  fair  deduction  is  that  he  acted  as  Mr.  de  la  Iloussaye's  agent  in  having  the  land  surveyed, 
which  was  an  act  preliminary  to  that  of  obtaining  a  perfect  title.  It  was  but  rarely  the  case  that  a 
patent  was  g-iven  for  land  jirior  to  the  location.  Upi.m  what  condition  this  grant  was  given  does  not 
appear. 

"As  the  claim  is  for.  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  the  case  suscepitiblc  of  more  j)artieul.ar  and  pointed 
proof,  the  committee  recommend  that  they  be  disciiargcd  i'rom  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions 
and  documents,  and  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table.'' 

The  committee  do  now  i'urther  report,  that  it  ajipears,  from  statements  made  tn  them  by  Mr.-  Brent,  of 
Louisiana,  that  Louis  Chachere  and  C.  Pellerin,  whose  affidavits  are  filed  as  testimony  in  this  case,  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  land  titles  under  the  Spanish  government,  and  were  competent  judges 
of  what  were  the  essential  requisites  of  a  complete  Spanish  grant;  that  thej'  were  in  the  service  of  the 
Spanish  government  during  the  cxisti'uce  of  that  government  in  Louisiana,  and  that  Mr.  Chachere  was 
selected  as  a  translator  tif  land  titles  in  the  western  district  of  Louisiana  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  handwriting  and  signatures  of  the  different  Spanish  officers,  and  of  the  forms  and  leg'al  requisites  of 
Spanish  grants.  Both  Chachere  and  Pellerin  swear  that  tliey  saw  the  grant  above  alluded  to,  and  state 
it  to  be  a  complete  Spanish  grant.     The  committee  do  not  conceive  that  such  men  as  they  are  represented 
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to  be  could  have  mistaken  a  mere  order  of  survey  for  a  complete  -rant,  and  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
such  a  arrant  was  issued  to  said  De  la  Honssaye  by  the  said  ^M.vernment. 

The  committee  further  report  that  on  the  4th  day  ot  March  last,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brent  they 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  confirnung-  this  claim;  and  that  a  bill  was  accordingly  reported  on  March 
1  IS-T.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  the  committee  are  ot  opinion  that  the  pe  itioners  are 
entitled  to  r.'lief,  and,  in  pursuance  of  that  oi.inion/  d,;.  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  accom- 
panies this  report. 


19th  CoKaRK.?s.]  ' 


No.     532.  [2d    i^KSSION. 


PRE-EMPTION  inCIIT^J  IN  THE  ST.  HELENA  LAND  DISTRICT  IN  LOUISIANA. 

COMMU.N-ICVTED    TO    THE    HOrSE    OF    REriJESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    20,    1826. 

Jh-.  C'rr.i.EV,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  this  House,  on 
the  Stli  instant,  tn  iiuiuire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  actual  settlers,  reported  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  land  ollice  at  St.  Helena  Court-house  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiiyia,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1819,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  not 
exceeding  one  section,  including  their  improvements,  in  all  cases  w^here  such  settler  is  not  entitled 
to  the  sa"iie  as  a  dnnatiou,  or  by  title  derived  from,  or  confirmed  by,  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  reported: 

That,  by  the  law  of  March  3,  1819,  referred  to  in  said  resolution,  the  registers  of  the  land  offices  in 
the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Court-house  land  districts  were  required  to  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  a  list  of  actual  settlers  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  to  be  by  him  laid  before 
Congress  for  their  determination  thereon. 

The  resolution  referred  to  your  committee  proposes  to  extend  the  right  of  preference  in  the  purchase 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  persons  embraced  in  the  list  of  actual  settlers  reported  under  the  provisions  of 
this  law,  and  who  have  not  received  lands  liy  donation  or  title  derived  from,  or  confirmed  by,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  April  2r>.  1812,  contains  a  similar  provision  with  the  law  of  March  3,  1819; 
and,  by  the  last-mentioned  act,  a  right  of  preference  is  granted  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands  to 
every  person  embraced  in  the  list  of  actual  settlers  made  under  tlie  law  of  1812. 

Your  committee  can  readily  believe  that  the  act  before  referred  to,  of  March  3,  1819,  connected  with 
the  previous  legislation  of  Congress,  induced  the  settlers  in  this  district  of  country  to  believe  that  the 
privilege  now  asked  would  be  extended  to  them,  and  that  improvements  have  been  made  in  consequence 
thereof  which  it  would  be  extremely  hard,  if  not  unjust,  to  deprive  them  of  by  refusing  to  grant  them  the 
right  of  preference  in  the  purchase  of  lands  rendered  valuable  by  their  own  labor.  It  is  not  known  to  the 
committee  that  any  loss  will  be  experienced  by  the  government  in  giving  the  right  of  preference  to  lands  in 
this  district  of  country,  as  tliey  are  generally  sterile  and  unproductive,  and  would  not,  perhaps,  command 
in  market,  in  a  state  of  nature,  the  present  miuimuin  price  at  which  the  public  lands  are  required  to  be 
Sold. 

It  is  projier,  however,  to  observe  that  if  your  committee  had  entertained  any  doubt  on  this  subject, 
it  is  removed  by  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  in 
the  Jackson  Court-house  land  district  under  the  law  of  1819,  which  is  equally  applicable  to  both.  TlK\y 
are  unable  to  discover  any  reason  why  a  privilege  should  be  extended  to  the  citizens  of  one  district  and 
withheld  from  those  fif  the  other. 

They  therefore  report  a  bill. 


191(1  Con-cress.]  No.   533.  [2d  Sessio.v. 

ArrLir.VTION  of  the  land  debtors  in  ALABAMA  FOR  FURTHER  RELIEF. 

C0JIMC.\IC.\TED    to    THE    SE.V.\TE    DECEMBER    22,    1820. 

To  the  honorahle  Ihc  Srnair  and  House  of  Bejyrescnlatives  in  CongrcA-:: 

The  undersigned,  inhabitants  nf  the  State  of  Alabama,  beg  leave  to  represent:  That  tiieir  situation 
in  respect  to  the  imblic  land  debt  due  from  them  to  the  United  States  causes  the  most  painful  anxiety  to 
your  memorialists,  and  tliey  believe  it  will  not  be  disadvantageous  to  the  government  to  palliate  it  by  the 
passagf!  of  an  act  for  their  relief. 

The  undersigned  viewed  with  the  liveliest  interest  the  measure  which  received  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  giving  permission  to  tlie  person  who  had  relinquished  lands  to 
re-enter  tl.em  at  certain  fi.\cd  prices;  ami,  although  tliat  bill  was  unsuccessful,  they  cannot  but  hope  that 
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anotliLT,  I'liuiidril  ii])iin  .-iiinilar  |niiiciplcs,  willi  tlic  iiioclilicat  inns  In  rciinricr  cniucssiiI,  ami  ciiiliiai-ini;- 
otliL'i'  chisscs  111'  |iurclKiscr.s,  will  receive  llie  I'avnralile  eiiii.siilcraliiiu  nl'  Ciiii^-ress  at  llic  ensuiiin-  ses.siuii. 
The  whole  ciiiiiniiiiiitv,  the  dcenpanl  of  every  tract,  is  (leeply  iiiteresteil  in  the  |iassai;-e  nfsiieh  an  act,  and 
while  we  present  our  claims  to  the  juslicc^  anil  lilierality  nf  ('on.^'ress,  we  are  iliscliai-i;in;j'  a  iliilv  tn 
ourselves  and  our  country  liy  submitting'  to  that  liody  the  liillowiiii;'  fads,  vi/,: 

1st.  The  amount  due  for  lands  sold  iu  Alahama  previmis  tn  the  aliolilinn  nf  llir  cinlit  sNstrmwas 
(in  round  numliers)  $10, SOO, 000,  nearly  eipial  to  the  whole  aimmnt  due  IVnin  all  tin-  nlhii  Stairs  and 
Territories,  and  c.rvecd'uKj  IJic  drbl  due  fur  liie  sinne  iiinuher  (if  arrrs  tjt  llie  nlhfr  Stale.-:,  ,fr.,  !?S,."iO(l,(lo(i. 

2d.  The  districts  in  this  State  which  were  sold  under  the  credit  system  are  unw  experiencing-  the 
o-reatest  pecuniary  einharrassmeiits  e\er  known  to  an  ag'ricultural  I'omninnity;  and  llie  iiiliaf ilanis  aie 
wholly  unable  to  make  provision  for  the  vast  debt  which  is  due  to  the  guvcrnmcnl. 

'6d.  The  debt  was  contracted  principally  in  1S17,  1818,  and  1811),  when  the  cnnnni'ii  r  nf  llie  whnii' 
world  was  at  the  height  of  prosjierity;  wdien  the  southern  States  were  a]ipareiitly  limn  isliing  biyoiid  all 
former  precedent;  when  produce  was  high  and  money  plenty,  or  rather  wlirn  prul'iise  eniissiiuis  nf  bank 
notes  inundated  the  western  conntr_y. 

4lh.  Immediately  thercaftei-,  in  1820,  cotton,  the  staple  pimlnce  nf  Alabama,  fill  to  less  than  nm-half 
of  its  former  value;  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  scarcely  wnith  inie-fnii  lili  nf  tlm  fair  markit  [nice  in 
1818,  wliich  has  checked  the  settlement  nf  the  cnunlry  and  greatly  rcdiicnd  the  value  nf  lands. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  have  no  otiier  alternative,  ^vithout  the  timel^'  intervention  of  L'ungress, 
than  to  occupy  the  lands  as  tenants  for  a  short  term  of  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  to  forfeit 
them,  a  measure  alike  odious  to  one  juirty  and  distressing-  to  the  other.  In  the  meantime  we  must 
experience  every  sort  of  inconvenience  incident  to  the  unsettled  state  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  tlii'se  are 
obviously  of  such  a  nature,  so  serious  and  so  numerous,  as  not  to  require  to  be  jiartieularized.  And  we 
liave  good  rcasnn  to  believe  that,  after  a  forfeiture  and  upon  a  resale,  the  occupant  will  either  obtain  his 
farm  at  the  minimum  price  or  purchase  it  at  second  hand  from  a  powerful  combination  of  speculators, 
who  would  themselves  receive  a  greater  amount  in  profits  than  the  government  from  the  sales. 

When  this  simple  statement  of  nuked  facts  is  attentively  considered,  and  the  situation  of  both  debtor 
and  creditor  duly  appreciated,  we  feel  conlident  that  your  honorable  bodii-s  w'ill  not  deny  us  just  and 
equitable  relief.  But  when  we  reflect  that  it  has  been,  in  no  small  degree,  by  the  acts  of  the  goveniinent 
that  we  are  reduced  to  this  deplorable  condition,  by  availing-  itself  of  the  most  prnsperous  times  ever 
known  to  bring  into  market  very  large  districts  of  lands,  greatlj' beyond  the  wants  nf  the  inhabitants 
and  their  means  to  purchase;  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  spirit  of  speculation  ran  high  through  all  parts  of 
the  nation;  when,  in  addition  to  the  recent  establishment  of  seventy  new  banks,  no  less  than  four  millions 
of  depreciated  public  stock  had  become  available  in  the  purchase  of  these  lands  alone:  all  tlii'se  circum- 
stances combining  to  excite  an  active  competition  and  to  favor  indiscreet  specula!  inn,  and  our  nwn 
g'overnment,  the  monopolizer  of  lands,  having  reduced  the  price  from  $2  to  $1  2."i  jier  acre,  thereby 
lessening  the  real  value  of  lands  everywhere;  when  all  these  facts  and  circumstances  are  impartially 
considered,  and  due  allowance  made  for  tlieir  intluence,  we  are  emboldened  to  ask  a  cancelling  of  the 
contract  as  one  which  it  is  both  contrary  to  good  faith  and  good  conscience  to  enforce,  and  we  are 
encouraged  to  solicit  that  kind  of  relief  which  our  peculiar  situation  requires. 

We  are  well  assured,  and  the  general  transactions  of  the  country  for  the  last  six  years  eonllrm  our 
opinions,  that  the  public  lands  of  this  State,  if  sold  at  any  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  cash  system, 
would  not  luive  produced  to  the  national  treasury  a  larger  amount  than  has  already  been  [laid  for  the  lirst 
instalment.  Without,  however,  indulging  in  the  pileasing'  reflection  of  what  our  situation  under  those 
circumstances  would  luive  been,  we  will,  witli  becoming  deference  to  the  superior  wisdom  nf  your  honor- 
able bodies,  suggest  the  passage  of  an  act  which,  although  it  will  not  relieve  every  hardship  nor  redress 
every  grievance,  yet,  wo  respectfully  maintain,  will  be  bnth  creditable  and  highly  advantageous  tn  the 
government,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  will  afl'ord  to  your  memorialists  that  particular  relief  which  the 
individual  necessities  and  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country  imperiously  require. 

We  therefore  humbly  pray  for  the  passage  of  an  act  embracing,  among  such  other  erpiitable  and 
indulgent  provisions  as  your  honorable  bodies  shall  deem  expedient,  the  follownng,  viz: 

That  all  lands  which  have  been  relinquished  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  that  purpose  may 
be  divided  into  five  classes,  and  be  subject  to  re-entry  at  the  following  fixed  ]irices.  viz: 

First  class  to  embrace  all  lands  which  cost  .§30  per  acre,  or  upwards,  at  $.5  per  acre.  Second  class  to 
embrace  all  lands  which  cost  more  than  §20  per  acre,  and  less  than  §30,  at  §4  per  acre.  Third  class  to 
embrace  all  lands  wliich  cost  inore  than  ^10  per  acre,  and  less  than  §20,  at  §3  per  acre.  Fiiurth  class  to 
embrace  all  lands  wdiich  cost  more  than  $.5  per  acre,  and  less  than  §10,  at  §2  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that 
cost  §5  or  less,  at  the  minimum  price 

That  the  person  relinquishing,  his  heirs,  &c.,  may  be  entitled  to  re-enter  in  all  cases,  except  wdiere 
the  holder  of  the  certificate  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  relinquishment  act,  had  afterwards  trans- 
ferred such  certificate,  but  had  retained  possession  of  the  land  and  cultivated  the  same;  in  such  case  the 
person  so  retaining  the  possession  of  and  cultivating  the  land,  his  heirs,  &c.,  may  have  the  right  of 
re-entry;  provided  that  no  person,  his  heirs,  &c.,  sliall  have  the  right  to  re-enter  more  than  one  section. 

And  also  that  the  holders  of  certificates  of  further  credit,  their  heirs,  &c.,  may  be  permitted  to 
surrender  such  certificates,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  re-enter  the  lands  described  therein  at  the  above 
graduated  prices,  and  that  tliej'  be  allowed  a  credit  for  all  sums  paid  by  them  since  the  date  of  the 
ccH'tificate  of  further  credit,  provided  such  payments  do  not  exceed  tlie  fixed  prices  as  graduated  above; 
and  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  extended  to  September  30,  1829. 

In  concluding  we  take  occasion  to  express  our  warm  approbation  of  the  plan  which  was  under 
discussion  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  disposing  of  the  unsold  and  refuse  lands  by  suflering  them 
to  be  entered  at  certain  periods  after  they  shall  have  been  oft'ered  at  public  sale,  and  at  certain  graduated 
and  reduced  prices. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Jt.mX  COlAAy."^,  and  :<Lrhj-three  others. 

October,  182(5.  , 
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WHICH  PATENTS  HAVE  BEEN  WITHHELD. 


CiiMMrNU 


ATED  TO  THE  SENATE  DECEMBER  22,   1826. 


Treasury  Department,  December  21,  1826. 

^lu-  1.1  nliiMlii'iu-c  t(i  u  rcsdlntidii  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  Itli  iustant,  "directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  land  claims  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
upon  which  patents  are  \vitliheld  or  haye  not  yet  been  issued,  founded  upon  patent  certificates  issued  by 
the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis  under  an  act  of  February  11,  1815,  'for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  late  county  of  Ne\v  Mailrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  \yho  suflered  by  earthquakes,'  and  the  number 
of  chums  founded  upon  confirmation  by  any  act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  board  of  commissioners,  or  by  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  or  founded  upon  purchase  from  the  United  States  at  public  or  private 
sale  upon  which  patents  are  withheld  from  the  claimants,  with  the  reasons  for  ^vitllholding  such  patents, 
rcsp'ectiyely,  in  each  description  of  claim,"  I  haye  the  honor  to  submit  a  communication  this  day  received 
from  the  ('o'mmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice,  dated  the  I'.Uh,  and  another  dated  the  4th  instant, 
which,  with  the  documents  to  which  they  refer,  contain  the  information  required  by  the  said  resolution. 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EICHARD  EUSH. 

Hon.  the  President  of  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Office,  December  19,  1826. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  Ith  instant,  in  the  following  ^vords: 
"Beaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  land  claims  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  upon  which  patents  are  withheld  or  have  not  yet  been 
issued,  founded  upon  patent  certificates  issued  by  tlic  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  under  an  act  of 
February  17,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, who  suflered  by  earthquakes,  and  the  number  of  claims  founded  upon  confirmation  by  any  act  of 
Congress,  or  l)y  any  board  of  commissioners,  or  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  or  founded  on 
purcliase  from  "the  United  States  at  public  or  private  sale,  upon  which  patents  arc  withheld  from  the  claim- 
ants, with  the  reasons  for  ^yithholding  such  patents,  respectively,  in  each  description  of  claim,"  and 
which  has  been  referred  by  you  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  cases  in  which  patents 
have  been  suspended  for  lands  lying  in  Missouri  resolve  themselves  into  the  following  classes: 

Firdcla!>s.  Cases  in  which  patents  have  been  withheld  in  consequence  of  the  lands  claimed  to  be 
patented  containing  mineral.  In  relation  to  which  cases  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  and  make  part  of  this 
report  the  communication  made  to  you  from  this  office  on  the  4tli  instant,  and  to  which  it  is  not  deemed 
necessary  to  make  any  addition,  except  to  add  a  list  of  ten  i)rivate  claims,  the  patents  for  which  are 
suspended  in  consequence  of  the  tracts  being  supposed  to  contain  lead  mineral,  marked  A,  and  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Thomas,  the  United  States  agent,  herewith  transmitted,  marked  B. 

Second  clafft.  Cases  arising  under  the  act  of  February  1",  1815,  for  the  relief  of  persons  suffering  by 
eartlKjuakcs.  The  papers  marked  C,  D,  and  E,  will  exhibit  the  number  of  cases  in  \yhicli  patents  claimed 
under  this  law  have  been  withheld,  and  the  reasons  for  withholding  them. 

Third  clastt.  Cases  in  wliich  patents  have  been  suspended  for  claims  to  land  supposed  to  have  been 
confirmed  under  the  act  passed  April  12,  1814.  The  paper  marked  F  exhibits  these  particular  cases,  and 
the  causes  of  suspension. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  general  practice  in  relation  to  claims  confirmed  under  the  act  of 
April  12,  1814,  has  been  to  resurvey,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  of  the  claims 
supposed  to  have  been  confirmed  under  that  act,  as  well  those  which  had  been  previously  surveyed 
under  the  authority  of  the  government  granting  the  land  as  those  claimed  by  a  special  entry.  To  the 
resurvey  thus  made  full  faith  has  been  given  by  this  office,  except  in  those  cases  where  satisfactory 
evidence  has  been  exhibited  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  resurvey  was  not  made  in  conformity  to  the 
original  survey,  or  that  the  land  claimed  was  not  that  %vliich  was  originally  intended  to  be  granted.  In 
such  cases  the  resurveys  have  not  been  approved  at  this  oflice,  and  the  parties  claiming  are  left  to  sustain 
their  claims,  under  the  act  of  confirmation,  in  the  courts  of  justice  or  by  application  to  Congress.  Under 
a  strict  and  rigid  construction  of  the  act  of  April  12,  1814,  the  parties  claiming  a  confirmation,  by  that 
act,  of  an  old  survey  would  be  entitled  to  patents  for  the  same  without  a  resurvey.  Such  patents,  how- 
ever, would  necessarily  issue  in  conl'orinity  to,  and  calling  for,  the  old  survey,  and  would  therefore  place 
the  claimant  in  all  disputed  cases  in  no  better  situation  than  lie  would  liavp  been  under  the  act  of  con- 
firmation and  without  a  patent;  and  such  a  eoustruction  is  liable  to  so  many  obvious  objections  in  relation 
to  undisputed  cases  that  it  seems  never  to  have  been  acted  upon. 

Fourth  cloKs.  Cases  of  suspension  in  consequence  of  the  recorder's  certificate  not  corresponding  with 
the  original  report  on  which  the  confirmation  was  made. — (See  paper  marked  G.)  These  cases  suggest 
the  pid|u-ietyof  some  enactment  by  ^vhicll  tlie  executive  would  be  enabled  to  correct  cases  of  error,  where 
there  is  a  discreiiancy  between  the  reports  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  as  confirmed  by  Congress  and 
the  original  tilh^  papers  in  his  oflice. 

All  whiih  is  respectfully  sulimitted. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Ib'U.    Ill'  ii\i;ii   Rrsii,   Si-crclari/  of  the  Trcaxiw)/. 
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CLAIMS    IX    MISSOriM    AM)    AKKAXSAS,    ETC. 


SI  1 7 


Slatrmcnl  c.rhiliiling  the  hi)(h  in  fJn'  tJI.</ri(i.<i  of  Cap)'  Gimnlctni  and  St.  Lnai^,  rc/i'>r/i<l  In  /In'  (Inarul  Laml 
Office  by  t)n'  United  tSlati:<  ageid  as  eiinldiniiii/  lead  ore,  irhifli  iutd  heen  so/d  j^rmi-  In  llir  rr/mii  o/  Ihf'  ai/fid, 
bid  for  which  ]>alenl!<  not  havimj  lieen  i.-isaed  thi:  reeeieera  were  directed  to  refund  l/ic  piirclin^n'  inoncij,  and 
the  jxtenLi  icerc  irithhcld. 


DisxracT  OF  sx.  louis. 


I>i'>cii()tioii  of  ilic  tnict. 


Township. 


Eiisl  iialfnorlliwi'st,  and  \vi'~l  li.ilf  imitln':ist  quailor,  17 

NonllL-ast  quarter,  9 

Easl  halt"s<)iilliw('st  iiiiarti-r,  4 

West  halt'  iiiirthwesl  iiiiartrr.  ami  west  Iiall"  i-uiithwc^t  (jiiartrr,  17. 

West  lialt"  northwest  quarter,  i) 

Easl  liall"  northeast  iiuarter,  17 

West  half  southwest  quarter.  2 

East  half  southeast  quarter,  13 

Nortliwest  tViietional  ciuarter,  4 

East  half  northeast  iiuarter,  13 

AVe>l  half  southeast  (|Uarter,  13 

\orthwe3l  (luarter,  17 

Northwest  fraetional  (pianer.  'Jl 

West  half  northwest  quarter,  24 

Northeast  fractional  (|uarter,  18 

West  half  northeast  quarter,  13 

East  half  southeast  ipiarter,  31 

Southeast  quarter.  l.'> 

East  half  southeast  quarter,  23,  and  west  half  southwest  quarter,  24 
West  half  northwest  quarter,  23,  and  east  half  northeast  quarter,  26 

East  half  northeast  quarter.  24 

West  half  southeast  quarter,  24 

East  half  northwest  quarte-r,  2.') 

East  half  >outheast  quarter,  ly 

West  half  southeast  quarter,  31 

Southwest  fraetional  quarter,  7 

Southwest  I'raetioiial  quarter,  II 

Southwest  I'raetional  quarter,  7 

Southwest  quarter,  6 

East  half  nortliwest,  and  east  half  southwest  quarter,  b 

Northwest  fr.ictional  quarter.  7 

^\'est  half  northwest  quarter,  14 

East  half  southeast  quarter,  34 

Northwest  quarter,  10 

West  half  southwest  quarter,  13 

West  half  northwest  quarter,  24 

East  half  northeast  cpiarter,  lo 

East  half  soutliwest  quarter,  14 

Northwest  fracuonal  quarter,  32 

West  half  northeast  quarter,  9 

East  part  of  fraetional  seetion  23 

East  half  southeast  quarter,  6 

Northeast  traclional  quarter,  30 

East  half  southeast  quarter,  14 

Southeast  fractional  quarter.  6 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  23 
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38 
38 
38 
38 
39 
41 
38 
41 
41 
41 
3!) 
3'J 
41 
41 
38 
39 

41 
41 
41 

41 
41 
.38 
38 
.  41 
41 

38 
38 
33 
38 
35 
37 
36 
36 
36 
36 
.30 
36 
33 
36 
33 
36 
37 
36 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

2  E 

4  E 


.do 


5  E. 
3  E. 


3E. 

4  E. 


4  E.... 

5  E . . . . 


.do. 
.do. 


I 


3  E 

3E 

2  E 

do. 

3E 

do. 

11  E 

3E 

2  E 

4E 

10 

3E 

do. 

do. 


of  tile  pureh.aser. 


French  Strother 

Dennis  <)"\eil 

Ewel  Uaker  and  John  llent 

William  and  .luliii  Terry 

French  Strolln-r  and  Lviiian  Seoll 

Ilaptiste  Valle 

Elienne  Koussni 

Wilhani  (Jlasfow  and  David  llryant 

John  Bent  and  Ewel  Maker 

Daniel  lilair 

It.  11.  I'eehles  and  Clement  11.  Fl.  teller. , 

Clement  1).  Fleteher 

Isabella  riear>t 

Julius  II i^'itiiis 

Daniel   HIair 

Clement  H.  Fletcher  ami  Win.  Clasjtow. 

John  Maiielie>ter   

William  Motliershead 

John    W.   Honey,    Elias    Dates,    Daniel 

Dlair,  and  John  Blair. 

Clement  B.  Fletcher 

Clement  B.  Fletcher  ami  .\lfrcd  Skinner. 

do ilo 

."Siisaniiali  Ma|)es 

John  Bequette  and  Tlioinas  Manchester. 
Jas.  Hall,  John  Bcvins,  and  Clias.  J.  Driiry 

.Mirahani  Ej man 

John  W.  Honey,  Samuel  Woodson,  and 

John  Bell. 

George  F.  Strother 

do 


.do. 
.do. 


Elislia  Waltcii    

John  Scott,  jr 

Joseph  Carver 

Eihvard  Hunt  and  Samuel  Edwards 

John  Anderson 

Itobert  Hewes 

John  Laytoii  and  others 

.\hrahain  Eaton 

.\l)raham  Eversoll 

Moses  K.  McCrcary 

Simon  Duvall  and  others 

Kohert  Hughes 

John  C.  Scott 

Robert  Huj-hcs 


May     3. 
do. 


May  4. 
May  3, 
.May  21, 
.May  2.-I, 
May  311, 
July  14, 
.\lia.  4, 
Anj;.  16, 
.\ilS.  20. 

do. 

.\iii;.  23, 

do. 

.Aug.  27, 
Se|,t.  1, 
Sept  6, 
do. 

Sept.  1.5, 

Sept.  17, 

do. 

do. 

Sept.  19, 

lo. 

(let.  22, 
do. 


1823. 
1.82.-I. 
182.-). 
l8-i3. 
1823. 
18J.-). 
1823. 
181-). 
182.3. 


1823. 
1823. 
1825. 

1825. 


1833. 


Oct.  24,  1825. 


..\pril  3, 
June  4, 
Aug.  4, 
Aug.  27, 
.May  27, 
June  16. 
June  29, 
July  7, 
.\ug.  5, 
Aug.  6, 
Aug.  19, 
Sept.  3. 
Sept.  13, 
Sept.  24, 
flet.  10, 
Oct.  12. 
Oct.  22, 
Oct.   12, 


1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
182.">. 
1823. 
1823. 
1823. 
1823. 
1625. 
182.7. 

1825. 
1,825. 
182.3. 
18-25. 
1843. 
11^23. 


Statement  exhilnting  the  lands  in  the  districts  of  Cape  Girardeau  and  St.  Louis,  reported  to  the  General  Land 
Office  by  the  United  States  agmit  as  containing  lead  ore,  ivhich  had  been  sold,  and  the  patents  issued  thereon, 
pjrior  to  the  examination  and  report  of  the  agent. 


DISTRICT  OF  ST.  LOUIS. 


Description  of  the  tract. 


Township.     Range 


Name  of  the  purchaser. 


Date  of  sale.     Date  of  patent. 


Soutlnve~t  quarter,  and  southeast  fractional  quarter,  32 

East  half  northwest  quarter,  32 

South  half  northeast  quarter,  33 

North  half  northeast  quarter.  33 

Northwest  quarter,  34   

West  half  southwest  quarter,  2U 

Northwest  quarter,  36 


40 
40 
38 
3« 
,38 
38 
38 


2  E Augustus  Labaunie. 


Nov.    6.1824  I  Mav  10.1824. 


do I  .Amos  C.  Shook ,  Oct.  16,1822    do 

3E John  Scott,  jr .Mar.    3,1821      May     1,1824. 

....do....i  Daniel  Dunkbn Sept. 14,1822  ,  May  10,1k24. 

do George  Jamison .Mar.    8,1821      I\Iay     1, 1824. 

2E !  Wm.  .M.  &  J.  r'erry Oct.     8.1822      May  10,1824. 

...do....l  Walter  B    Ale.vander Nov.    2.1=21     do   
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DISTRICT  OF  ST.  LOUIS— Continued 


Ucscriplion  nl"  llic  trad. 


To\vii?Iiii).     HiingL' 


'MUllUX- 


Wist  iKiir  iKirthiasi  quarlir,  3" 

K:isl  hair  ^l)llthl-a^t  <|iiarti-r.  .'10 

Wrst   liatf  iinrthwi'st   ijiiartL-r,  ami   c'lst  hall' 

ijuarhT,  1-J. 

HoulliHc.>t  iVai-Iiniial  i|iiart(-T.  (ra-l  «tl"Mrriiii..-f.)  ]:> 

I^ast  half  soulhwrst  iiuarl(;r,  'Jl 

Ka!.l   half  sdiilhuivst   (inarUT.   atiil    ui-st   hall'  >iMilliL-ast 

i[u:irUT.  '^i. 

.Snuthwr^t  fraction, 1 1  (|iiarIiT.  Kl 

Last  fmclioiial  half.  {wl-sI  of  .MiTJini-c,)  Xj 

South  west  tpiartrr.  i'* 

Lot  No.  1,  nonhfast  <|narIiT.  '.\ 

Lot  No.  1,  northeast  quarter,  -I 

Kast   half   soiilliHest   i|uarler,  am]   west    half   snutlieast 

([iinrter.  ;j^. 

Northeast  ([uarter.  .*t.> 

West   li.alf   southeast   r|uarler.  ami    east    half  suuihwost 

(|narter,  .'Ci. 

Lot  No.  1,  tiortliwest  quarter.  3n ' 

Lot  No.  9,  southwest  quarter,  31 

West  half  northwest  quarter,  32 

We.st  half  southwest  quarter,  .33 

East  half  northwest  qtiarter,  S.'i 

West  half  southeast  quarter,  3,  .ind   east   half   northeast 

quarter,  HI. 

West  half  southwest  qu.irtcr,  3 

r.ast  half  southwest  quarter,  4 

Lot  No  1,  northwest  quarter,  -1 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  l.'i 

East  iialf  southe.ist  ijuarter,  Ifi.  ami  west  half  norllieast 

t|uarter. 'JO.  I 

East   half    northeast   (|uarter.   ami    e;i-t   li.ilf    northwest 

(jtiarter.  -il. 

AVest  half  southeast  quarter,  'J3. 

West  half  smith  west  qtiarter,  Ql 

Northwest  fractional  tiuarter.  '29 

Etist  half  southeast  ([uarter,  iii 

Northeast  fraetional  quarter,  3a 

West  half  northwest  quarter,  'J3 

Wi'St  half  southwest  i]uarter,  II 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  l-J 

West  half  northejist  quarter,  1-3 

West  half  northwest  quarter,  l-i 

East  half  northwest  quarter.  1*2 

Southeast  (|u;irter.  13 

Southwest  quarter,  13 

Ea.st  half  northwest  quarter,  2.'j 

South  fraetional  half,  '37 

Srmtheast  fr;ietional  (piarter,  '38 

Norllieast  fraetional  f|uarter,  33  

Srmtheast  (|tiarter.  .") 

East  half  northeast  (jtiarter,  7 

Eiist  half  s(nitheast  t] uarter,  9 

E.xsl  half  southeast  tjuarter,  7 

West  I  alf  southwest  quarter,  8 

West  half  northi'ast  (piarter,  7 

West  half  northwest  quarter.  8.  ami  west  half  snuthenst 

(luarter,  7. 

West  half  southwest  qtiarter,  ■(....? 

East  half  imrtheasl  quarter,  H 

East  half  southwest  <iuarler,  .'J 

West  half  northeast  quarter,  18 

East  half  northeast  quarter.  Is 

Northeast  quarter,  .5 

East  half  northeast  tjtiarler,  29 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  11 

South  fraetional  half,  33 

Northwest  quarter.  18 

Southeast  i|uarter.  3 

Northwest  fraetional  quarter.  3.'> 

ScMithwesi  fra.-li.uial  quarter,  3.-> 

Sonthiast  fraetional  iiuarter,  31 

Lot  No.  1,  northeast  quarter,  a 

Northwest  fraetional  quarter.  13 

East  half  soutliwi'st  quarter,  2 


40 
39 

39 

38 

38 

40 
40 
40 

36 
38 
3.8 

33 

38 

39 
39 
39 
39 
39 
39 

39 
.'i9 
39 
39 
39 


39 
39 
39 
39 
38 
39 
39 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 

38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
39 
39 
38 
38 
39 
40 
40 
40 
39 
39 
39 


Name  of  the  purehascr. 


D.ite  of  sale.    Date  of  patent. 


.do. 
....do. 

lo. 

....do. 
....do., 

....do., 
3  W.., 

....do., 
3E.... 

....do.. 
.'".  E . . . . 

....do.. 
....do.. 


.Marniel  .Anielin 

Tonissaint  Charhumieaii 
Joh  Westo\-er 


Mar.  13,1832     May  10,1834. 

do     do 

June    2,1833     May  20,1834. 


William  Harrison 

\V'ni.  I\L  and  John  Perry 

Iteuhen  Smith  and  E.  Lamarque.. 


Scpt.aO,  1,923 
Sejit.    9,1823 


..do 

. .  do     . . . 


.'  S,'pt, 16,1824      July   l.''j,1835. 


Uriah  Hums ,  Jan.   15, 1833 

John  .Morrison '  Mar.  13,1835 

B.artlett  Martin Mar.  17,1825 

John  Perry ;  Sept.  24, 1824 

Jacoh  II.  Raniho 1  Nov.  19, 1824 

Henry  Poston May  10, 1821 

1 
Kohert  Chapman | do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

-May    1,1824. 


.do. 


.do. 


Matthew  Me  Peak. 


.do. 
.do. 
do. 


Jeremiah  lilaekwell. 

Samuel  .Staples 

James  Doniiell 

Leard  n.  Bovd 


J  May  13,1823  May  10,1824. 

Feh.  32,1831  I  May     1,1824. 

Mar.    9,1831  I do 

Feh.  32,1831      ....   do 

Sept.  21,1831  I  May  10,1834. 

Feh.  24,1821  May     1,1834. 

Feh.  21,I8!1  ; do 


,do. 
....do. 
,do. 
,do. 
do. 


,...do. 
,...do. 
,...do. 
...do. 
5E... 
3E... 
...do. 
5  E..., 
...do. 
...do. 
...do. 
...do. 
...do., 
...do. 
...do., 
...do., 
...do. 
...do., 
...do., 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 


.Simeon  Woods 

Philip  ().  Harver... 
John  Thurmond  .  . . 
Wm.  Mothershead. 
Thomas  Hearst  .... 


M.'ir.  9,1831 
Mar.  '2,1821 
Feh.  96, 1821 

Mar.    9,1821  I do 

.^pril    7,1821    do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Wm.  .Mothershead Mar.    2,1SJ1 

Nathaniel  Parker j  Mar.    9,1821 

David  Strong 1 do 

Joseph  l!e(|iiette Feb.  26, 1821 

Austin  Baker ,  April    2, 18'23 

Jean  B.  Valle April29,1833 

David  Strong June  19,1823 

Win.  Mothershead Sept.  11,1823 

Jane  Bowles '  May  18,1831 

John  MeLau^fhlin !  Aug.  30, 1831 

Mieh.ael  Burns .May  25,1831 

Timothy  Gariion \  Jan.  23,1833 

Miehael  McLaughlin M.ly  18,1831 

Patrick  Sawey do 

John  Bailey i  April  97, 1821 

Samuel  Rudder '  Miiy  18,1891 

Jabez  Ferris Sept.  7,1831 

John  B.  Valley  and  John  Bequette j  Oct.     8,1833 

Aiitoine  Janis  and  J.  B.  Valle !  Feb.  18,1824 

do do '  Mar.  29, 1824 

Aniie  Pernod '■  April    9,1824 

Antoine  Jauls  and  J.  B.  ^'alle ' do 

do do do 

Antoine  Janis |  April 22, 1694 

Antoine  Janis  and  J.  I^'alle |  April  30,18-24 


....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
3E..., 
....do. 
5E..., 
....do., 
2E..., 
2  W... 
,...do.. 
,...do.. 

aE.... 

...do.. 
...do.. 


do 

do 

do 

May  90,1834. 

do 

do 

do 

May    1,1894. 

May  10,1894. 

May    1,1824. 

May  10,1824. 

May    1, 1834. 

do 

do 

....  do 

May  10,18-24. 

May  20,1824. 

June    1,1824. 

June  10,1824. 

July  15,1895. 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Jonathan  L.  liean j  July     3,18-34 

Antoine  Janis  and  J.  B.  Valle July  98,18-24 

Joseph  W.  Garral> Aug.  18, 1824 

James  Clemms.jr Aug.  31.1824 

John  Perry Sept.   9. 1894 

R.  H.  Price Sept.  6,!K4 

Charles  Yates '  Sept.  15, 18-24 

F.tienne  Lamarque ,  Sept.  19,1824 

John  MeKee |  Oct.     7,1824 

Albert  Biseh '  Oct.     9,1824 

Eticnnc  Roussin :  Nov.  13,1834 

John  Hughes '  Dec.    8,1824 

Henry  Whitniire... do...  . 

Jesse  Eiiloe Jan.  15,1825 

Etienne  Roussin Jan.  29,18-35  I do 

do ' do ' do 

do ' do I do 


do.. 

do  . 

do.. 

do.. 

do  . 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

....   do.. 
....  do.. 

do.. 

....   do.. 


18'26.J 


C  L  A  I  M  S    IN    M  I  S  S  O  U  K  I    AND    A  11  K  A  N  S  A  S  ,    ETC. 


Statement  exhibilhig  the  land.'i  in  the  dislririg  of  Cape  Girardeau  and  SI.  Loui.f,  <{r. CduliiiiKHl. 
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Di'scrilHinn  of  llic  tract 


Township.     Ruiigo 


Soutlnvfst  IVaclioiial  tpiartor,  '34 

Soutlie.tst  fractional  quarter,  3;i,  and  west  Imlt"  ^uiithwcst 
()uartt:r,  34. 

\Vesl  lialt'  sniithwcst  iiuartcr,  'i'J 

Southeast  quarter,  and  west  halt'  nortlieast  quarter,  H 

East  hall"  southwest  quarter,  ihi 

\Vcst  halt"  southwest  quarter,  .S 

Nortliwest  t'raetional  quarter,  ii 

Southeast  quarter,  IS 

Soutliwest  fractional  iiuarter,  18 

East  halt"  southeast  quarter,  6     

East  half  southwest  quarter.  30 

Northwest  quarter,  19 


40 

3S 

3y 

38 

3y 

38 
38 

38 
38 
38 

;« 

38 


.".  i: 


4E 

.1  E 

SE 

5  E 

...do... 

...do... 
...do... 

...il 

4  E 


Name  of  the  piin-liaser. 


.1  .StepheiL  Sulhva 
.    John  liequit.. .. 


Date  or>a]i'.  ,  Date  nf  pruenl. 


Jan.  28,1835 
Jan.  ay,  18-J.'') 


.\nthnny  Wilkson F.-li.  I.",, 

.\nIoinc  Janis.-ind  J.  II.  Valle I'eh.  17, 

John  Hearty '  .Mar.  14, 

William  E.  Carraty .liar.  10, 

John  W.  Honey,  Ehas  Bates,  and  J.  VV.  '  April  f>, 
Garraty. 

,\lex.  H.  Ferris \|iril   9. 

.\lbert  Uiscli I  April  1 1, 

.■^yniim  and  John  Scott do. 

Henry  Haverstiek .^pril■23, 


5  E .\lexander  H.  Ferris April : 


if^-r. 
18-r. 
isa.'i 

183,-1 
1835 

183.-, 

is-ri 

1835 
1835 


July  15, IKo 
do.... 

do.... 

d.i.... 

d.i... 

lo.... 

d 

d 

.do 

d 

do 

do 


DISTRICT  OF  CAPE  GIRARDEAU. 


West  half  northeast  iiuarter,  31* 

SouUieast  fractional  quarter,  39 

Lot  No.  3,  northwest  quarter,  1 

West  half  southeast  quarter,  .'i 

East  half  southwest  quarter,  5 

Northwest  quarter,  10 

West  half  southeast  quarter,  31 

Southeast  and  east  half  southwest  quarter.  33 

East  half  southeast  quarter,  31,  and  west  half  southwest 

quarter,  33. 

West  half  southwest  quarter,  33 

West  half  southwest  quarter,  34 

West  half  northwest  quarter,  36 

East  half  southwest  quarter,  4 

Southeast  quarter,  4 

West  half  northeast  quarter,  8 

Lot  No.  1,  northeast  quarter.  I 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  7 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  28 ^ 

Southeast  fractional  quarter,  38 

East  half  northwest  quarter,  31 

Southeast  fractional,  36 

Northeast  fr.aclional,  33,  and  northwest  fractional,  33 

Northeast  fractional  quarter.  36 

East  half  northwest  quarter.  8 

West  half  southwest  quarter,  14,  and  east  half  soutlieast 

quarter,  15. 

East  half  nortliwest  quarter,  15 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  37 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  38,  and  southwest  quarter,  37, 

Northwest  quarter,  33 

Northeast  quarter,  34 

East  half  northeast  quarter,  13 

West  half  soutlieast  quarter,  and  east  half  souiliwe>t 

quarter,  14. 

East  half  northeast  quarter.  15 

East  half  southeast  quarter,  19 

East  half  northwest  quarter,  33 

Northeast  fractional  quarter,  17 

Southwest  quarter,  29 

East  half  soutlieast  quarter,  30 

East  half  southwest  quarter,  4 

Southeast  quarter,  4 

West  half  southeast  quarter,  15 

West  half  southeast  iiuarter,  10 

Southeast  fractional  quarter,  33 

West  half  northeast  quarter,  8 

West  half  northeast  quarter,  33 

Southwest  quarter,  28 

Lot  No.  1,  northeast  quarter,  1 

Northwest  fractional  quarter,  '^ 


36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
37 
37 
37 

37 
37 
37 
36 
36 
36 
36 
35 
36 
36 
37 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 

36 
36 
36 
X 
36 
36 
36 

36 
36 
36 
37 
37 
37 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
33 
36 
36 
36 
36 


3E 

....do... 

3  E 

4  E 

...do... 
..  do,,, 
,,,do... 
...do... 
...do... 

....do... 
L,..do... 

do... 

3E 

....do... 

hE 

I  3  E 

....do.... 

J  3  E 

....do.... 
'....do.... 

....d 

do 

....d 

3E 

....do.... 

....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 

4  E 

....do... 

....do... 
....do... 
,,,.do... 

3E 

....do... 

....do.... 

....do... 

,,,.do... 

....do... 

....do... 

...   do... 

4E 

3E 

aE 

3E 

aE 


.Vreliiliald  itobinson  . 
Thomas  li.  Harris... 

David  Weiger 

Zaehariah  Hil;;lles  . . 

do 

James  O.  Gillespy... 

Samuel  Perry 

William  Hunt 

Job  We^tover 


.Moses  Cainphell 

John  Givens 

.\ndrew  Peery  and  J.  Eversoll  . 

John  Jamison 

James  Jamison 

Zacliariah  Hughes 

Stephen  Gorro 

John  S  imnierson 

.\rehibald  Kohinson 

\Villiam  Brjan 

Wni.  M.  and  Jolin  Perry 

William  Hiiithes 

Abijah  W.  Hudspeth 

Thomas  II.  Harris 

.\ndrew  Henry 

Robert  Hughes 


May  25,1831 
May  26,1832 
Aprdie,  1821 
.\ug.  18,1621 
Mar.  15,1821 
Aug.  10,1821 
Mar.    7,1.821 

do 

.Mar.  14,1821 


Joseph  .MeCorniick.. 

.\nios  Sloan 

John  Hughes 

William  Henderson 
William  It.  Wolhn.. 

\Villiam  Gillespy. 

.\le\ander  Givins 


John  Dull' 

William  IJaynes,  sr 

Lewis  Sims 

Thomas  B.  Walthall 

Jean  B.  Valle,  jr 

Job  Westover  and  Jiio.  Jamis 

John  Jamison 

James  Jamison 

Robert  Huglies 

Jason  Frizzle 

Fergus  Sloan 

Zaehariah  Hughes 

Robert  Hughes 

Luke  Davis 

Stephen  Gorro 

Thomas  Garvin 


April  6,1831 
Aug.  7,1821 
May  25, 1821 
Mar,    8,1823 

do 

April  19,1823 
May  38,1823 
Oct,  20,1824 
Jan.  15.1824 

...;*do 

Feb.  5,1831 
Jan.  7,1.833 
Jan.  24,1822 
.Mar.  16, 1822 
Sept  10. 1821 
Feb.  27,1821 

Jan  18, 1822 
Sept. 20. 1822 
Mar.  2,1821 
Feb.  26.1821 
.Mar.  6,1821 
Aug.  10, 1821 
Feb.  26,1821 


April  6,1821 
M,ar.  27,1831 
Jan.  15,1823 
April  G.1822 
Mar.  4.1823 
Mar.    8.1823 

do 

do 

April    4,1833 

do 

do 


April  19.1823 

do 

April  33. 1823 
May  28,1823 
do 


May  1,1824. 
May  10,1824. 
M.ay  1,1824. 
May  10.1824. 
May  1,1824. 
May  10,1824. 
-May  1,1824. 

do 

do 


do 

May  10, 1824. 

May  1,1824. 

M.ay  20,1824. 

do 

do 

....  do 

July  15.1825. 

.M.ay  31,1824. 

do 

."May  1,1824. 

May  10,1824. 

do 

do 

do 

.May  1.1824. 

.May  10.1821. 

do 

May  1,1824. 

do 

,  .  ..do 

.May  10,1824. 
.May  1,1824. 


, do 

do 

May  10,1824. 

, do 

May  20,1824. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do , 

....  do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

....  do 
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810  PUBLIC   LANDS.  [No.  534. 


General  Land  Office,  December  4,  1826. 

Sir-  Bv  tl.c  tenth  section  of  the  act  passed  February  15,  1811,  (Laws  of  the  United  States,  volume  4 
paffc  3-'G  )*authurizin-  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  tlien  Territory  of  Louisiana,  now  State  of 
Missouri  and  Territory  .,f  Arkansas,  "lead  mines"  are  reserved  from  sale.  •         .     „ 

It  does  not  aiipear  from  the  records  of  this  office  that  any  special  instructions  wore  given  to  the 
recristcrs  and  receivers  when  the  land  offices  were  first  established  in  Missouri  in  relation  to  the  reserva- 
tion of  lead  mines.  ^  -,      ■,    .^       -,    ,_       r  ±\  ^         ^     ^i 

The  second  section  ..f  the  act  passed  May  18,  1190,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  surveyors  to  note  the 
situation  of  all  mines,  and  from  this  source  the  land  officers  have  principally  derived  the  information  on 
which  tiiev  have  reserved  from  sale  lands  as  "lead  mines."  This  source  oi  information,  however,  being 
necessarily  defective,  much  land  has  been  sold  which  contains  lead  mineral  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
fact  on  tlie  part  of  the  land  ofhcers.  ■  ^  j   i      *i      t,      ■  i      . 

From  the  reports  made  to  this  office  by  Lieutenant  Thomas,  the  agent  appointed  by  the  President 
under  the  iirovisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1807,  (Laws  of  tlie  United  States,  volume  4,  page  118,)  to 
lease  mineral  lands  it  appears  that  the  several  tracts  of  land  enumerated  m  the  enclosed  list  contain  lead 
mineral  all  of  whicl'i  have  been  sold,  and  a  large  portion  of  which  has  been  patented  as  designated  in  said 
list-  and  it  is  possible  that  much  other  land,  not  yet  explored  by  Lieutenant  Thomas,  may  be  similarly 
situated  As  for  all  those  tracts  for  which  patents  had  not  issued  previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  reports  of 
the  a"-ent,  the  i)atents  were  withheld,  and  instructions  given  to  the  receivers  to  notify  the  purchasers 
thereof,  iu'id  to  return  the  purchase  money.  But,  as  the  purcha.se  money  has  been  returned  in  very  few 
cases,  and  as  the  purchasers  persevere  in  claiming  patents,  and  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  pur- 
chased, in  many  instances,  as  well  in  relation  to  those  tracts  which  have  been  patented  as  those  in  which 
patents  are  withheld,  with  a  knowledge  that  the  lands  contained  lead,  and  for  the  purpose  of  working  them 
as  lead  mines,  it  may  be  deemed  proper  and  expedient  to  submit  the  subject  to  Congress  that  measures 
may  be  taken'  by  tlK^ni  either  to  confirm  or  annul  the  sales  of  mineral  lands  made  by  the  land  officers 
without  a  knowledge  that  they  contained  lead  in  those  cases  where  patents  have  not  been  issued,  and  to 
make  such  i)rovision  for  those  cases  in  which  patents  have  been  issued  as  by  thcra  may  be  deemed 
expedient. 

All  which  is  resijectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  GPvAHAM. 

The  Secretap-v  ifihc  Treamry. 


Lid  of  jviLvte  claims,  the  jialenfs  for  ichich  are  suqiended  in  consequence  of  its  being  sifpposed  that  the  land 

contains  lead  mineral. 


iiuaiea  in  lownsnip  no  nortii,  ranges  a  anu  a  easi;  ceriiucaie  zv,  lor  vv  uuam  jikuoiook,  situaueu  in  lown- 
:iip  36  north,  rajige  2  east;  certificate  1020,  for  Benj.  Crow,  situated  in  township  35  north,  range  2  east; 
srtificate  1037,  for  E.  Baker's  representatives,  situated  in  township  36  north,  range  2  east. 


B. 

United  States  Lead  Mine  Office,  St.  Louis,  3Io.,  August  14,  1826. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  tlie  IGth  of  June,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office  at  St.  Louis,  was  duly  received.  My  engagements  have  been  such  as  to  prevent  an 
earlier  attention  to  this  matter. 

The  register  has  thought  proper  to  bring  my  name  into  question  when  rebutting  charges  which  appear 
to  have  had  no  existence  except  in  his  imagination,  for  I  perceive  you  disclaim  any  intention  of  charging 
him  with  "illegal  and  improper  conduct,"  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  have  never  done  him  the 
honor  to  mention  him  to  you,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  for,  in  truth,  sir,  I  consider  him  of  far  less 
importance  than  he  appears  to  consider  himself. 

He  states  that  he  has  never  sold  mineral  land  knowing  it  to  be  such,  and  I  believe  him,  for,  in  my 
opinion,  he  values  his  office  and  its  emoluments  too  highly  to  jeopardize  them  by  an  act  which  would 
doubtless  cause  his  dismissal.  But,  sir,  there  is  such  a  thing"  as  keeping  just  within  the  provisi(ins  of  a 
law  and  yet  being  hostile  to  the  s]iirit  of  it.  As  before  stated,  I  do  not  know  that  the  register  sold  mineral 
land  knowing  it  to  be  such,  but  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the  register's  son,  in  conjunction  with 
others,  purchased  mineral  land  knowing  it  to  be  such.  I  know  that  the  register  permitted  my  letters 
(franked  in  my  official  cai)acity)  to  remain  untouched  in  the  post  office  because  the  postage  was  not  paid, 
without  Hiforming  me  that  such  was  his  rule  of  ofHce.  1  further  know  that  somebody  regularly  gave 
information  (jf  niy  returns  of  mineral  lands  to  the  office  at  St.  Louis  to  a  vile  newspaper  printed"  there, 
and  tiiat  such  information  was  the  text  for  long  scurrilous  articles  ])ublislied  against  the  government  and 
niyself.  I  also  know  that  upon  receipt  of  your  letter  of  2Sth  April  la.st  an  appeal  to  the  imblic  was 
made  in  this  vulgar  newspaper,  in  which  the  immaculate  register  was  bepraiscd  and  the  government  and 
superintendent  of  mines  viliilied  and  shamefully  abused.  All  this  /  do  know,  and  can  substantiate,  if 
requested. 

I  must  apologize  for  thus  trespassing  upon  your  time,  but,  sir,  it  is  proper  that  you  should  know  these 
details,  and  that,  from  the  first  hour  that  I  commenced  checking  the  abuses  in  the  mine  district,  there  has 
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boon  a  stoady  uiiintorniptod  stream  of  abuse  and  villification  pmu'cd  Cortli  upon  nio,  both  vorbally  and  in 
print.  ^VIlen  it  is  known  how  innch  iUogal  g'ain  I  have  prevented,  tlie  cause  will  doubtless  be  ol.ivious 
and  duly  appreciated. 

As  respects  nij'  returns  of  mineral  lands,  they  are  mach'  with  due  eaiitinn.  A\'hen  it  shall  be  niaile 
to  appear  that  tlie  lands  reported  as  such  are  not  mineral  lands  I  shall  acknowledge  my  en'or;  Iml  they 
arc  known  to  be  such,  are  purchased  as  such,  and,  for  mining  ])urposes,  the  preservation  i,i'  which  c. insti- 
tutes the  groundwork  of  the  hue  and  cry  ag'ainst  the  measures  of  the  government. 

AVhen  examining  the  mine  district  I  did  not  stop  to  iuipiiro  which  ]iart  was  sold  or  niiscild  l^'icnrh  or 
Spanish  claims.  It  was  sutlicient  for  my  purposes  to  know  that  it  was  mineral  land.  If  it  su  happenecl 
that  whilst  the  reports  were  in  transitu  between  my  oflice  and  that  of  the  register  a  part  of  the  land  was 
sold,  that  is  a  matter  in  which  I  have  no  control.  Whether  the  holding  of  a  document  from  the  register 
and  receiver  showing  that  a  sum  of  money  has  been  paid  for  a  portion  of  the  public  land  constitutes  an 
incipient  or  complete  title  is  a  question  for  others  and  not  for  mr  to  decide.  I  would  only  observe  that 
it  is  best  that  such  decision  .should  take  place,  as  it  i.s /icrc  contended  that  a  patent  must  issue,  and  tiie 
custom  is  to  go  into  possession  upon  paying  money  for  land. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

M.TIIOM.VS, 
Lii'uli'iiaiil  Uiillrd  Sla/c.^i  Armij  an<l  Supcrintcndriil  (•/  Lruil  Jlliii:<. 

GEORfiE  Gn.MIAM,   Es([., 

C(.i)iuiiissioiicr  I  if  the  General  Land  Offiee. 


C. 

A  statement  e.rhihUin<j  the  number  of  ccrtifieatca  ixt^iied  Inj  the  rceorder  r.f  land  titles  at  St.  Liiui.<  under  the  wt 
of  Februari/  17,  1815,  entitled  ''An  art  for  the  relief  of  the  inhahi'tanis  vf  the  late  county  ef  New  Madrid, 
in  Missouri  I'erritory,  udio  suffered  hi/  earthquakes,'^  tin:  numljer  ef  certiftrales  suspended,  the  number 
patented,  and  the  number  not  yet  patented  on  tvhieh  patenis  mnij  be  issued. 

The  ojiiniou  of  the  Attorney  General  will  prevent  patents  from  being  issued  on  eighty-live  cases. — 

(See  paper  marked  D ) 85 

In  eiglitj'-eight  cases  the  evidence  furnished  to  this  office  that  tlie  persons  executing-  the  relinquish- 
ment to  the  I'nited  States  of  the  tracts  originallj-  coniinned  had  fidl  autliority  to  do  so  is 
defective.     Of  this  uundier,  however,  twenty-one  cases  are  included  in  the  preceding  item ....        61 

In  ten  eases  the  original  confirmations  state  the  tracts  to  be  situated  in  either  the  county  of  Cape 

Girardeau  or  in  Arkansas,  and  the  law  grants  relief  in  those  cases  only  in  which  the  tract 

injured  was  situated  in  the  county  of  Xew  iladrid.     Evidence,  however,  may  fie  produced  that 

the  land  injured  was  included  within  the  limits  of  Xew  Madrid  county,  as  they  existed  Novem- 

.     ber  10,  1812.     In  six  of  these  cases  the  evidence  of  right   to   relinquish    being   defective,  they 

are  included  in  the  foregoing  item 4 

There  are  three  cases  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  location  certificates  having  been  issued  for 
more  land  than  was  contirmcd  to  the  claimants,  respectively,  (.)ther  than  those  issued  for  town 
lots  or  tracts  of  less  than  160  acres 3 

One  case  is  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  locati(.in  having  been  made  on  lands  reliiKpiished  to 

the  United  States  under  the  acts  I'dv  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  luildic  lands 1 

There  are  four  cases  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  locations  having  been  made  on  unconfirmed 
private  claims.  One  of  these  is  included  in  the  number  suspended  in  consequence  of  tin;  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General,  and  one  is  included  in  the  preceding  item  of  cases  suspended  in  conse- 
quence of  defect  in  the  title  of  the  persons  executing  the  relinquishments.  Patents  are  also 
suspended  in  six  or  eight  cases  of  purchased  lands,  in  cinisequence  of  their  interfering"  with 
uncontirmed  private  claims 2 

There  are  two  cases  included  in  the  first  item  in  which  the  certificates  have  been  erroneously  issued 
in  lieu  of  lots  that  have  not  been  confirmed  to  the  claimant. 

Patents  have  been  issued  on 23T 

Patents  will  be  issued,  unless  the  locations  have  been  made  upon  unconfirmed  private  claims  or  lands 

relinquished  to  the  United  States,  whenever  the  certificates  are  presented,  on 116 

Total  number  of  certificates  issued  by  the  recorder 515 


It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  patents  were  issued  on  some  certificates  covering  relinquislied  lands, 
and  upon  others  in  which  the  title  to  relinquish  the  confirmed  claims  is  defective,  before  this  oflice  was 
apprised  of  those  facts. 


D— Xo.  1. 

Treasury  Dep.irtmext,  General  Land  Offiee,  January  11,  1S22. 

Sir:  The  act  of  February  It,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  suflerers  by  earthquakes  in  the  county  of  X'ew 
Madrid,  authorizes  them  to  locate  the  like  (piantity  of  land  on  any  of  the  public  lands  in  the  (then)  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law:  "I'rorided.  Tliat  no  person  shall  be  iiermitted  to 
locate  a  greater  quantity  ef  land  undi/r  this  act  than  the  (piantity  coiitinned  to  him,  excejit  the  owners 
of  lots  of  ground,  or  tracts  of  land  of  less  quantity  tlian  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  who  are  hereby 
authorized  to  locate  and  obtain  any  quantity  of  land  not  e.rceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  arres,  nor  shall 
any  person  be  entitled  to  locate  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres." 


812  PUBLIC   LANDS.  [No.  534. 


The  point  to  wliicli  I  bcff  leave  to  call  your  attention  is  this:  on  the  list  of  certificates  of  the  right  of 
new  location  uii.ler  that  act  1  find  that  the  same  individual  has  been  permitted,  in  numerous  instances,  to 
locate  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres  for  each  lot  of  one  arpent,  and  certificates  of  location  in 
such  cases  have  been  granted  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles.  To  exemplify  my  meanins-,  I  would  merely 
mention  two  instances:  Francis  Losieur  has  received  four  certificates  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each,  for  f.jur  lots  of  one  arpent  each;  Joseph  Geuereux  has  received  four  certificates  of  the  same  kind, 
and  for  the  same  number  of  lots  of  one  arpent.  i  ,    ,,         •   ■,  ^  , 

Couceivinir  that  tiie  law  never  intended  to  grant  to  any  one  owner  of  town  lots  the  privilege  of  loca- 
ting more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  except,  indeed,  in  cases  where  the  quantity  of  the  lots  owned 
bv  them  exceedin.'-  the  .niantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  would  thereby  entitle  them  to  tlie  privi- 
lege of  locating  a  [ike  greater  quantity,  whatever  such  might  be,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  advice  whether  patents 
can  legallv  be  demanded. 

And  am,  witii  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  ^rr^Tne 

JUblAJti  JMJiKjtis. 

Hon.  Secretauy  "/'  the  Trea.<ur>j. 


D— No.  2. 

Office  of  the  Attorxey  General  of  the  United  States,  January  22,  1822. 
Sn;:  I  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  tiie  act  of  Congress  of  February  11,  T^L'i,  to  permit  the  owners  of  town  lots  in  the  county 
of  New  Madrid  to  locate  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  each  town  lot  they  may  own,  but  one 
tract  for  the  ichole  of  their  town  lots,  however  mani/,  unless  the  aggregate  shall  exceed  the  quantity  of  one 
hundrc'd  and  sixty"  acres,  when  they  will  fall  within  the  general  enactment  of  being  authorized  to  locate 
the  quantity  they  have  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WIRT. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Treasury  Department. 


D— No.  3. 

Ge.veral  Land  Office,  January  26,  1826. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  I  furnish  you  with  the  enclosed  statement,  showing 
the  cases  in  which,  under  the  act  of  February  17,  181.5,  the  recorder  has  issued  more  than  one  certificate 
of  location  to  persons  holding  town  lots  or  other  tracts  containing  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that,  in  issuing  certificates  under  tlie  provisions  of  the  act  of  February  17, 
1815,  the  recorder  issued  them  in  the  name  of  the  original  confirmee  or  his  legal  representatives.  When 
the  original  claim,  therefore,  was  for  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  only  one  certificate  issued. 
AVhen  the  original  claim  was  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  less  than  si.x  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  a  certificate  issued  for  the  quantity  contained  in  the  tract;  and  if  one  confirmee  had  more 
than  one  tract  of  this  description,  he  received  more  than  one  certificate,  provided  the  whole  quantity  did 
not  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  When  the  original  confirmation  was  for  town  lots  or  tracts  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  recorder  issued  as  many  certificates  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each,  in  the  name  of  the  confirmee,  as  he  had  town  lots  or  tracts  not  exceeding  four  certificates. 

The  statement  enclosed  embraces  these  last  cases,  and  it  is  to  them  only  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  refers. 

Although  the  recorder  issued  the  certificates  in  the  name  of  the  original  confirmee  or  his  legal  rep- 
resentatives, he  received  the  relinquishment  of  the  land  injured  from  the  persons  claiming  the  same.    Many 
of  these  relinquishments  were  made  by  the  same  person,  or  the  legal  representatives  of  the  confirmee. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  John  Scott,  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  IT.  R. 

Statement  of  the  cases  in  ichich,  under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  the  recorder  has  issued  more  than  one 
certificate  cf  location  to  persons  holding  town  lots,  or  other  tracts  containing  less  than  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  viz : 

To  11  persons,  4  certificates  each 44  certificates. 

To  15  persons,  3  certificates  each 45  certificates. 

To  18  persons,  2  certificates  each 36  certificates. 

125  certificates. 


The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  will  prevent  the  patents  being  issued  on  eighty-five  of  the  above 
cases. 


E— No.  1. 


St.  Louis,  August  23,  1824. 
Sir:  On  the  22d  of  November  last  I  took  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  a  private  letter,  enclosing 
the  survey  and  patent  certificate  of  a  New  Madrid  location  foi^six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  in  the 
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name  of  Peter  Noblesse,  uikUt  Paul  AVashbnni.  Ycm  were  kind  cinmgli  to  say  in  yoiir  answer  lliat,  if 
it  shonid  a|i|iear  iVom  the  certilicate  of  (jeneral  Clark,  or  from  a  jilat  of  the  to\vn^lli|l,  lliat  llic  localinn  iliil 
not  eonlliet  with  the  claims  of  other  persons,  the  )iat<'nt  would  lie  lorwarded. 

1  applied  to  CJeneral  CJark  immediately,  wlio  infornicil  nic  thai  lie  wnuld  fniwanl  the  plal  w  ilh  his 
first  convenience.  However,  within  a  lew  days  past  I  have  asccrlained  that  the  phit  has  iml  liccn  sml, 
but  will  probably  go  by  the  next  mail.  1  liave  not  had  an  o|)|)ortnnity  of  ins])ectinij;  the  phil,  and  am  told 
that  our  claim  conllicts  with  the  claims  of  Angnst  Chontean  and  the  heirs  of  .lames  ,Marl;av,  the  I'ornjer 
of  which  is,  I  am  told,  npoii  the  plat,  and  mnst  have  been  placed  there  by  .Mr.  Chouteau  hmi;  sinee  the 
location  of  the  land  undei'  llie  New  Madrid  certifu'ate. 

Mv.  Chouteau's  chiim  is  now  iiending  (on  a  petition  for  coulirmation)  bi^fore  the  dishiel  ei.url;  il  is, 
therefore,  of  tlu'  utmost  conse(iuence  to  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Coulter  (whose  rig-lits  are  jeopardized  by  that 
proceeding-)  to  have  their  title  perfected  as  soon  as  possible,  if  they  have  a  legal  right  to  demand  it. 
That  they  have  ap]iears  to  mo  evident.  That  you  may  not  siiii]iose  this  opinion  the  mere  result  of  an 
interested  bias  in  the  cause,  1  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  verj'  brief  statement  of  the  main  reasons 
which  conduct  me  to  this  conclusion. 

1st.  Mr.  Chouteau's  claim  has  been  exhibited  to  and  rejected  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  (having- 
been  initiated  in  violation  of  tiii!  reg-ulations  of  the  intendant,  Morales,  the  grantee  having  already  as  much 
as  the  law  allow-ed  him  to  hold.) 

•2d.  Mr.  Chouteau's  survey,  if  it  a]ipear  upon  the  plat  in  the  surveyor's  office  at  all,  is  not  there  nfficialh/. 
It  must  have  been  placed  there  by  Mr.  C.'s  agency,  in  order  to  reserve  it  from  |)ublic  sale  by  the 
register  and  receiver,  aincc  the  location  under  the  New  Madrid  certificate. 

3(1.  At  the  time  of  the  location  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  localitj-  of  Mr.  (.'houteau's  claim  in  the 
surveyor's  office  at  St.  Louis.  That  office  was  the  depository  of  all  the  surveys  of  the  country,  and,  of 
course,  the  only  proper  judge  (in  the  first  instance)  if  an  interference  -n-ould  be  created  l>y  the  new  loca- 
tion. By  receiving  the  entry  and  giving  a  certified  copy  of  the  sTirvey  he  has  decided  that  there  was  iia 
interference. 

4th.  The  act  of  Congress  of  1815  (the  New  Madrid  law)  authorized  the  sufl'erers  by  earthi|iiakcs  to 
locate  on  any  lands  in  Missouri  "the  sale  of  w-hicli  was  authorized  by  law."  The  sale;  of  tlie  land  in  ques- 
tion icas  then  authoiized  In/  !air,  and  continued  so  until  after  the  location  was  made.  In  fact,  had  it  not 
been  located  by  Noblesse,  it  would  have  been  sold  at  public  'auction  by  the  register  and  receiver,  but  for 
the  mibsequent  act  of  Mr.  Clujuteau,  done  by  virtue  of  a  sidii<equrnt  law,  after  the  rights  of  Noblesse  had 
attaclied  and  were  vested. 

5th.  I'y  the  New  Madrid  law,  the  right  of  the  sufferers  by  earthquakes  became  irstcd  by  the  mere  act 
of  the  party  in  making  the  location;  and  those  rights,  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  very  terms  of  the  law,  are 
oflicially  authenticated  by  the  issuing-  of  the  patent  certificate,  on  the  production  of  which  the  law  says 
the  patent  shall  issue. 

6th.  Every  officer  of  the  governincnt  is  to  be  trusted  in  his  own  legal  sphere  of  action,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  government,  in  the  protection  of  ils  oim  interests,  has  never  by  its  laws,  or  the  regulation 
of  its  ofhccs,  required  further  proof  of  the  claimant's  right  to  his  patent  than  the  production  of  the  patent 
certificate  for  which  the  law  has  provided.  This  proof  we  have  produced;  and  believing  the  issuing  of  a 
patent  to  be  a  duty  purely  ministerial,  -we  think  we  may  now  demand  the  patent  as  a  common  legal  right. 

If  the  patent  be  now-  refused  us,  it  is  obviously  not  because  we  have  not  jiroduced  sufficient  evidence 
of  our  right  as  again.'it  llie  government,  but  because  a  Ihhrl  person  sets  up  a  claim  to  the  same  laijd,  and 
desires  the  governnu'nt  to  withhold  the  evidence  of  our  title  until  it  can  be  ascertained  whether  ^ic  has  any 
legal  grounds  to  dispute  it  with  us.  I  think  it  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  a  doubt  that  the  executive  ofiicers 
of  the  United  States  (supreme  and  subordinate)  are  not  lawful  and  competent  judges  of  the  contlicting 
claims  and  interests  of  individuals;  and  hence  it  has  often  hai)pcncd  (as  in  the  case  of  the  town  of 
Fraidvlin,  in  this  State)  that  the  President  has  issued  two  or  more  patents  for  the  same  land,  leaving  the 
settlement  of  the  disputed  right  to  the  constitutional  tribunals — the  ordinary  courts  of  justice.  Tliere  we 
should  have  a  constitutional  judge  to  expound  the  law,  a  jury  t(.i  ascertain  the  facts,  compulsory  process 
for  -witnesses,  and  counsel  to  explain  and  enforce  the  cause.  All  these  helps  w-e  are  deprived  of  before 
the  President  or  the  general  commissioner.  Yet  all  these  are  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  Indeed, 
there  is  no  trial  depending  before  the  President  or  the  land  department.  AVe  are  not  called  upon  ami 
have  no  opportunity  of  appearing  there  to  make  good  our  claims.  It  is  a  mere  suspension  of  what  is  tmr 
apparent  right,  on  the  suggestion  of  a  doubt  by  a  third  person,  which,  w-hether  true  or  false,  and  whatever 
may  be  its  legal  efl'ect,  is  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  any  executive  officer  of  the  United  States. 

The  law  has  provided  a  means  of  repealing-  patents  issued  by  fraud  or  by  error,  (a  scii'e  facias,)  and 
has  given  that  power  to  the  courts,  because  it  is  a  Judicial  act.  13ut  to  give  the  President  power  to  refuse 
the  patent,  when  all  the  previous  requirements  of  the  law  have  been  strictly  fulfilled,  would,  in  my  judg- 
ment, be  a  great  departure  from  the  general  principles  of  our  institutions,  and  a  plain  infraction  of  the 
letter  of  the  act  under  which  we  claim. 

If  the  highest  officer  can  withhold  the  patent,  (which  is  but  the  embodying  of  the  evidence  of  a  title 
pre-existent,)  the  law  having  made  no  distinction  between  him  and  his  subordinate  officers  in  that  respect, 
I  see  no  reason  why  they,  the  recorder  and  surveyor,  in  the  exercise  of  a  like  discretion,  may  not  refuse 
the  documents  which  the  act  of  Congress  requires  to  emanate  from  their  offices  respectively,  and  thus  take 
to  themselves  the  power  of  deciding  between  man  and  man,  which,  I  apprehend,  the  law  never  desi,g-nod  to 
intrust  to  them.  1  am  led  to  believe  that  Mr.  Chouteau's  attorney  has  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office  a 
notice,  in  the  nature  of  a  caveat,  against  the  issuing  of  this  patent.  I  know  that  S(ime  of  the  States  have 
authorized  their  land  officers  by  law  to  suspend  the  issuing  of  patents  under  similar  proceedings,  but  I 
am  unaw-are  of  any  law  of  the  United  States  recognizing  the  use  of  caveats  in  any  case,  and  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  how  a  man  can,  by  his  own  act,  in  filing  a  notice  in  a  public  office,  change  or  suspend  the 
legal  rights  of  individuals,  or  the  powers  and  duties  of  public  ofiicers. 

By  delivering  to  us  our  patents,  which  we  deem  an  act  of  common  justice,  it  is  impossible  that  any 
wrong  can  be  wrought  to  Mr.  Chouteau.  The  courts  will  bo  ojion  to  him;  and  if  his  right  be,  in  truth, 
better  than  ours,  his  remedy  will  be  simple,  short,  and  certain.  As  yet,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  has  any  right,  while,  on  our  part,  we  produce  the  only  proof  that  the  law  has  ever  required  to  entitle 
the  claimant  to  a  patent — I  mean  the  patent  certificate. 

On  consideration  of  these  suggestions,  and  others,  which,  for  lirevity's  sake,  I  omit,  but  which  will 
doubtless  present  themselves  to  your  numl,   I   b'el   persuaded  you   will  no  longer  doubt  the  jiropriety  vt' 
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issuing-  the  patent,  aii.l,  consequently,  that  you  will  do  mc  the  favor  to  cause  it  to  be  transmitted  to  me 
at  VDur  convenient  leisure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  .  „T^  t,  .  mr^o 

EDWARD  BATES. 

lion.  Gko.  Git.uiAM,  Commis!'-io7U'r  (f  the  General  Land  Office. 


E— No.  2. 

Office  of  the  Attorney  Gexerai,  of  the  United  St.wes,  October  10,  1825. 

Sin:  The  case  rrfrrred  to  me  by  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  from  the  General  Land  Office  has  had 
inv  earliest  attenti(in,  and,  after  a  'careful  examination  of  the  acts  of  Ccjugress  ou  the  subject,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  ]jrac'tice  of  suspending-  jjatents,  stated  by  the  commissioner,  is  perfectly  correct.  In  the 
jiarticular  case  I  can  sec  no  benefit  which  can  arise  by  issuing  the  patent  immediately,  and  no  injury 
which  can  arise  to  the  individual  by  withholding  it,  while  the  issuing  it  may  eventually  prove  to  be  a 
needless  expense  and  trouble,  and  may,  moreover,  create  improper  embarrassment  to  the  petitioner  before 
the  district  ctiurt.  Tlie  claim  on  which  Mr.  Bates  demands  a  patent  is  one  of  those  which  are  known  to 
our  laws  as  New  Madrid  claims.  By  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  "  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  tlie  Missouri  Territory,  who  suflered  by  earthquakes,"  it  is  provided  that 
thii.se  sull'erers  might  locate  an  equal  quantity  of  land  with  that  which  they  had  lost,  "on  am/  of  the  jnMic 
lands  of  the  mid  Territorij  (Missouri)  the  sale  of  ichich  is  authorized  by  law."  In  order  to  ascertain  what 
lands  were  then  authorized  hij  law,  we  must  look  to  the  act  of  March  3,  1811,  "providing  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  claims  to  land,"  &c.,  the  10th  section  of  which  describes  the  lands  which  the  President  was 
autliorized  to  sell,  and  liy  the  ))roviso  to  which  section  it  is  expressly  declared  that,  "till  after  the  decision 
of  Congress  thereon,  no  tract  of  land  shall  be  offered  for  sale  the  claim  to  which  has  been  in  due  time,  and 
accordin;/  to  law,  jiresented  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  district  of  Louisiana,  and  filed  in  his  office,  for 
the  jmrpose  ofljcing  investigated  by  the  commissioners  apxioinled  for  ascertaining  the  rights  of  persons  claiming 
lauds  in  tlie  Territory  of  Louisiana.''''  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  you  that  this  Territory  is  the  same 
which,  by  act  of  Congress  in  the  following  year,  (June  4,  1812,)  took  the  name  of  Missouri.  And  again, 
by  the  3(1  section  of  tlie  act  of  February  17,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the  establishment 
oi'  additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory-  of  Missouri,"  it  is  declared  that  whenever  a  land  office  shall  have 
been  established  in  any  of  the  districts  aforesaid,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized 
to  direct  a  sale  of  the  public  lands  therein,  xcith  the  sanw  resei'valions  and  e.rceptions  as  were  provided  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  by  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1811,  which 
we  have  just  examined.  So  that  the  reservation  of  lands  to  which  claims  had  been  filed,  as  set  forth  in 
the  proviso  of  that  section,  became  permanent,  and,  being  excepted  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  did  not 
fall  within  the  description  of  those  lands  on  which  the  New  Madrid  suflerers  were  authorized  to  make  their 
locations.  Anmng  the  documents  handed  to  me  on  this  subject  is  a  letter  from  the  late  Secretai-3'  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Crawford,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  Mr.  Meigs,  bearing  date  June  10,  1818, 
in  whicn  I  perceive  that  he  takes  the  same  view  of  this  exception,  and  gives  the  necessary  orders  to 
exempt  the  lands  so  claimed  from  public  sale.  The  decision  of  Congress,  until  which  lands  claimed  as 
above  were  to  be  reserved  from  sale,  and  consequently  from  location  by  the  New  Madrid  suflerers,  was 
nut  finally  taken  until  May  20,  1824,  when,  by  the  act  of  that  date  "  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within 
tiu^  limits  of  the  State  of  Jlissouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  tti  try  the  validity 
of  their  claims,"  the  claimants  were  authorized  to  tile  pietitions  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  trial  of  their  claims.  And  ljy  this  law  it  is  expressly  provided,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  when  any  claim  lias  been  decided  against  the  claimant,  the  land  shall  belong  to  the  United 
Stales;  and,  on  tiie  other,  tliat  where  the  decision  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  and  the  land  shall  have 
been  previously  sold  to  another  person  liy  the  L'uited  States,  the  party  interested  may  reimburse  himself 
by  a  location  elsewhere. 

Now,  the  claim  which  Mr.  Bates  represents  is  a  New  Madrid  claim,  which  is  stated  to  have  been 
improvidcntly  located  upon  some  of  this  interdicted  land,  with  regard  to  which  the  claimant  has  filed  his 
petition  before  the  district  court,  and  the  case  is  still  .ndijudice.  Mr.  Bates  demands  the  patent,  because, 
however  these  facts  may  be,  he  has  produced  the  patent  certificate,  and  the  issuing  of  a  patent  is  an  act 
so  purely  ministerial  that  the  officer  is  bound  to  issue  it  although  he  may  see  distinctly  that  it  is  about  to 
issue  for  lands  not  at  all  subject  to  the  claim:  that  is  to  say,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  whose 
peculiar  constitutional  function  it  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  properly  executed,  is  himself  to  become 
instrumental  in  a  consci(}us  breach  of  those  laws  by  signing  the  jiatent,  because  an  inferior  officer  has 
ignorantly  or  inadvertently  taken  a  false  step  in  giving  what  Mr.  Bates  calls  a  jMtent  certificate.  I  am  not 
of  this  opini(]u.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  most  proper  that  all  executive  action  on  the  subject  should 
cease  until  the  judiciary  shall  have  decided  ou  the  claims.  The  documents  are  returned. 
I  havr  the  lioiKir  to  remain,  sir,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WIRT. 

Hon.  Pii  iiAKii  l!i  sii.  Treasury  Dcporluieut. 


E— No.  3. 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  Xovember  25,  1824. 

Siu:  On  the  question  "whether  patents  for  lands  can  lie  witiilield  by  the  government  where  their 
confii-matiou  has  been  olitained  liy  fraud,"  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  they 'can  and  ought  to  be  withheld; 
nor  iKivr  I  any  ({(jiiM  tiiat,  if  patents  had  been  actually  issued  under  such  circumstances,  the  courts  of  llie 
coimti-y  might  and  would  caiicci  and  avoid  them.     The  documents  are  returned. 

1  have  lhi>  honor  to  remain,  vny  icsprctfully,  your  obedient  servant,  WM.  AVIRT. 

lio]i.  \\'ii,i,i.\M  II.  ('i;\\\  I  ,,';h,   'fniisiiry  /Irpartuwnl. 
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F. 

Tliird  (■/o,^■.s■  of  Cffscs  //(  n'liirJi   pdlciiU  Iiaiv  Ixvii   susju'iidi'd  for  i-laim.'<  s>ipp<isc(I  la  Itarr  hem  i-niijh'iiicd  uiukT 

IJir  wl  pu'^srd  April  12,  iSl4. 

1.  Case  of  \Villiaiii  Nash,  iimler  Josopli  r)rpuly. 

This  is  a  case  whoiv  tlic  (•Jailnant  rcsoi'lcd  to  tiii'  Odiirts  of  ^[issouri  to  I'sfalilish  his  {■laini,  and,  failiii"- 
recniirod  of  tliis  offit-e  a  patent  foimdi'd  on  a  i-csiirvey  made  under  the  authority  of  tiie  United  Stales. 
The  evidence  taken  in  the  suit  tlien  [lendin^;-  in  the  case  bcin^-  of  such  a  character  as  to  induce  f;-reat 
doubts  wlietliev  tlie  hind  claimed  tinder  the  resurvey  was  that  covered  hy  an  original  survey  actually  made 
for  that  ijuantity  under  the  authority-  of  the  Si)anisli  government,  and  that  the  certificate  was  iioti  there- 
fore, issued  agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  April  12,  1814,  a  patent  was  refused 
to  be  issued  on  the  resurvey.  It  has  been  contended  that  the  E.\ecutive  was  bound  to  issue  a  patent 
for  all  the  survej-s  conlirmcd  by  the  act  of  1814,  as  a  mere  ministerial  act;  if  so,  they  can  be  iMiund  oidy 
to  issue  such  patents  as  call  for  and  recognize  the  old  survey.  There  would  be  no  olijection  to  issuing 
a  patent  of  this  description  in  this  particular  case,  but  to  issue  patents  in  disputed  cases  nu  a  r<'survey 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  would  be,  In  fact  and  in  ell'ect,  a  judicial,  and  not  a  mere 
ministerial  act. 

All  the  papers  in  this  case,  numbered  1  to  22,  are  submitted,  that  Congress  ma}-  be  the  better  enabled 
to  judge  how  far  an  explanatory  act  for  the  further  and  better  execution  of  that  of  April  12,  1814,  may  bo 
necessary. 

2.  Gregoire  Sarpj-,  for  7,05(i  arpents. 

In  this  case  Gregoire  Sarpy  obtained  a  concession  for  6,000  arpents  from  the  Sfianish  government,  on 
which  a  survey  was  made  under  the  authority  of  that  government  for  4,002  arjients,  8  niiles  from  St. 
Louis;  and  another  survey,  containing  1,400  arj]ents,  was  made  under  the  same  authority,  abuut  20  miles 
from  St.  Louis.  Sarpy  entered  his  claim  for  6,000  arpents,  and  filed  the  two  surveys  "with  the  commis- 
sioners, who  rejected  the  claim.  These  surveys,  lR)wever,  were  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1814,  and  reported 
by  the  recorder  as  confirmed.  The  resurvey  on  which  the  patent  is  claimed  is  for  7,056  arpents;  it 
includes  one  of  the  original  surveys,  which  appears  to  have  been  accurately  made,  and  contains  within 
the  courses  and  distances  the  quantity  called  for,  4,002  arpents.  The  jiatent  on  the  resurvey  is  with- 
held, because  it  varies  from  the  original  survey,  and  includes  a  large  quantity  uf  land  confessedly  not 
included  in  cither  of  the  original  surveys,  and  therefore  not  confirmed  to  the  claimant.  The  papers*  in 
this  case,  and  a  letter  from  Colonel  McKee,  are  submitted,  that  Congress  may  take  such  measures  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  and  jiroper. 

3.  Louis  Labaume,  for  9,7.'i2.3S  acres. 

In  this  case  Louis  Labaume  claimed  8,000  arpents  before  the  board  of  commissioners,  who  rejected 
the  claim;  and  it  is  not  included  in  the  .subsequent  reports  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles.  A  patent 
certificate,  issued  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  under  the  act  of  1814,  has  been  presented  for  a  patent, 
accompanied  by  a  survey  for  9,752.38  acres,  which  has-been  refused,  on  the  grounds  that  the  claim  has  not 
been  confirmed,  and  that  the  recorder  had  no  authority  to  act  ujion  claims  exceeding  a  league  square. 

4.  Bernard  Pratte,  under  John  B.  I'ujol. 

In  this  case  the  recorder  of  land  titles  has  issued  a  patent  certificate  in  favor  of  Bernard  Pratte,  under 
John  B.  Pujol,  for  204.2  acres,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1807,  but  the  reports  in  the  General  Land  UiUce 
do  not  exhibit  such  a  confirmation. 

5.  Heirs  of  ^Villiam  Hays,  under  P.  Miller. 

In  this  case  the  recorder  of  land  titles  issued  n  patent  certificate  under  the  act  of  April  12,  1814,  in 
favor  of  the  heirs  of  William  Hays,  under  Pliili])  Miller,  ior  600  arpents,  but  there  is  no  such  confirmation 
exhibited  on  the  books  of  the  General  Lund  Office,  or  on  those  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles. 

6.  Beneto  Vasquez. 

Yasquez  entered  this  claim  before  the  commissioners  in  virtue  of  settlement,  and  it  was  rejected  by 
them.  It  is  not  included  in  any  of  the  reports  of  the  recorder  confirmed  bj'  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of 
April  29,  1816  A  certificate,  issued  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  under  the  act  of  1814,  has  been  pre- 
sented for  a  patent,  which  is  refused,  as  the  claim  is  not  embraced  in  any  of  the  recorder's  reports. 

7.  David  Kincaid. 

In  this  case  Kincaid  claimed  before  the  board  of  commissioners  a  settlement  right,  which  was  rejected 
by  them;  and  his  claim  is  not  embraced  in  any  of  the  subsecjuent  reports  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles, 
who  has,  however,  issued  a  certificate  for  a  patent,  which  is  refused,  as  the  claim  is  not  considered  as 
Laving  been  confirmed. 

These  two  last  cases  seem  to  have  been  cases  of  omission,  as  they  ought  to  have  been  reported  by 
the  recorder,  and  were  entitled  to  confirmatii.in.  It  is  therefiire  respectfully  submitted  how  far  it  may  be 
expedient  to  pass  an  act  of  Congress  confirming  these  claims. 


No.  1. 

FR.iN-Kr.ix,  JIo.,  July  12,  1822. 
Sir:  Permit  me  to  call  j-our  attention  fur  a  few  moments  to  a  piece  of  business  which  concerns  not 
only  my  own  interest,  but  that  of  several  other  individuals  who  are  placed  in  a  similar  situatiim.  Your 
attention  to  it,  besides  the  advantage  it  will  confer  on  us,  will  tend  to  avoid  some  confusion  in  \\\v.  afl'airs 
of  the  land  office  department.  Myself,  William  Taylor,  and  James  Barnes,  settled  in  township  48  north, 
range  16  west,  on  sections  5  and  6,  in  time  to  ac(juire  the  right  of  pre-emption  according  to  the  act  of 
Congress  for  that  purpose.  Sometime  after  our  settlement  a  claim  was  set  up  of  800  arpents  by  several 
persons,  claiming  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  concession  said  to  be  made  by  the  authority  of  the  Spanish 
government  to  Joseph  Deputy,  which  includes  our  respective  settlements.    I  have  every  reason  to  believe 

■~  The  p.ipfis  liLMc  iffrirt-d  to  ore  not  on  file. 
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the  chiiin  to  l.e  fraudulent,  or,  at  least,  tljat  its  orip:inal  place  of  location  is  different  from  the  one  where 
they  now  attempt  to  cstablisli  it.  The  .Spanish  claimants  commenced  suit  against  myself  and  the  other 
individuals  above  named  ab.nit  five  vears  ago.  They  have  sedulously  avoided  a  trial  by  having  the  cause 
often  continued  on  the  slightest  ground.  It,  however,  has  come  to  trial  twice,  and  at  each  trial  they 
were  non-suited,  which  is  their  present  situation,  the  trial  having  taken  place  at  our  last  term  of  the  Cal- 
laway circuit  court.  My  request  is,  therefore,  that  you  will  grant  instructions  to  the  register  and  receiver 
at  this  place  to  issue  to  me  and  the  other  individual's  concerned  our  certificates  of  pre-emption,  our  right 
to  them  having  been  regularly  ju-oved  and  returned  l>y  the  register  and  receiver  to  your  department;  and 
if  any  fiirtlierlissurance  of  our  being  entitled  is  requisite,  the  register  and  receiver  here  are  prepared 
and  willing  to  give  it,  they  being  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the  justice  of  our  claim  and  the  impropriety  of 
longer  witliholiriiig  the  acknowledgment  of  it.  If,  however,  this  is  not  done,  I  must  protest  against  a 
patent's  being  issut'd  to  the  o])i)osite  party,  and  am  satisfied  that  they  will  never  recommence  suit  unless 
they  succeedln  obtaining  one  by  imposing  on  the  government.  This  would  place  us  in  a  very  disagree- 
able situation,  as  they  would  then  meet  with  no  difiiculty  in  maintaining  an  action  of  ejectment,  and  our 
remedy  afterwards  would  be  tedious  and  expensive  belbre  we  could  receive  possession. 

^Vitll  the  hope  that  you  will  give  your  attention  to  the  above,  I  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient 


servant, 

Josi.ui  Meics,  Esq. 


SHADKxiCH  BARNES. 


No.  2. 

General  Land  Office,  Sqitember  12,  1822. 

Silt:  Your  letter  of  the  12tli  of  July  last  to  Josiah  Meigs,  esq.,  late  commissioner,  has  been  received. 
It  is  with  pain  that  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  ^leigs  departed  this  life  on  the  4tli  instant,  and,  until  a 
successor  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office,  the  instructions  necessary  in  your  case  cannot  be  given. 
Meantime,  I  would  suggest  that  you  transmit  such  evidence  in  relation  to  the  fraudulency  or  illegality  in 
the  location  of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Deputy  as  may  be  in  your  possession,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the 
register  and  receiver. 
I  am, 

JNO.  M.  MOORE,  Chief  Clerk. 
SirADKACii  B.vRNEs,  Esq.,  FranUin,  Mo. 


No.  3. 

To  till'  lionoruhh'  tin'  Cornmii<!<ioncr  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  the  City  of  Washington: 

The  pt'titiou  of  Shadracli  Barnes,  James  Barnes,  and  William  Taylor,  of  ILnvard  county,  Missouri, 
rejirt'seiits:  That,  bj'  the  enclosed  certificate  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  oflice  at  this  place, 
and  the  enclosed  testimony,  it  appears  that  your  petitioners  have  claims,  as  prc-emptioners,  to  tracts  of 
land  in  said  district,  and  have  been  in  possession  of  the  said  land  for  the  period  of  about  twelve  years; 
that  their  cultivation  and  inhabitation  were  satisfactoril}'  established  before  the  officers,  who  have  here- 
tofore declined  granting  j-our  petitioners  title  papers  thereto,  solely  on  the  ground  of  an  alleged  claim  of 
one  Josej)h  Deput.y  interfering  with,  not  entirely  covering,  the  whole  of  their  lands  Uius  claimed  by  j-our 
petitioners;  that  the  right  of  your  petitioners  is  clear,  unless  barred  by  the  better  claim  of  the  said  Joseph 
Deputy;  that  the  claimants  of  said  claim  of  Joseph  Deputy  have  urged  and  pressed  their  pretensions  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  patent  from  your  office,  but  none  have  issued;  that  said  claimants  have 
endeavored  by  law  to  recover  i)ossession  of  the  lands,  but  have  also  failed  in  those  endeavors;  and  that 
the  expenses  and  delays  att(,'ndant  thereon  to  j'our  petitioners,  and  the  want  of  a  due  grant  and  title  to 
thcni,  in  order  fully  and  legallj'  to  establish  the  justness  of  their  own  claim,  and  the  fraudulent  pretensions 
of  that  of  their  adversaries,  have  been  to  them  a  source  of  great  vexation  and  regret,  and  is  calculated  to 
enhance  the  expenses  upon  them  to  a  great  amount;  that,  by  the  enclosed  depositions,  it  must  appear 
that  file  claim  <if  the  said  Joseph  Deputy  is  fraudulent;  that  the  land  should  be  considered  as  vacant,  and 
subject  to  grant  to  your  petitioners  for  the  following  reasons:  1st.  That  the  claim  of  said  Joseph  Deputy 
was  never  specially  located  nor  surveyed  prior  to  March  10,  1804,  as  required  by  act  of  Congress  of  April, 
1814.  2d.  That  no  survey  was  made  or  recorded  in  the  land  office  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  change  of 
government  over  the  Territory  wherein  they  lie.  3d.  That  the  survey,  as  pretended  to  have  been  made, 
was  made  in  the  name  of  the  grantee,  William  Nash,  from  Joseph  Deputy,  and  purports  to  have  been 
made  prior  to  March  10,  1804,  for  the  said  William  Nash,  whereas,  in  fact,"William  Nash  purchased  and 
received  his  title  to  the  land  sulisequent  to  the  said  date,  viz.,  in  August  or  September,  1804.  4tli.  That 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  said  claim  of  Jose|)h  Deputy  was  adjudged  fraudulently  by  the  board  of  commissioners 
appointed  to  adjust  the  land  claims  in  said  Territory,  and  therefore  is  void  by  the  said  act  of  April,  1814. 
■)t\\.  'I'hat  the  said  claim  is  not  one  of  those  legally  certified  by  any  board  of  commissioners  or  recorder  of 
land  titles  as  entitled  to  confirmation,  as  required  by  the  same  act.  6th.  That  it  is  believed  there  are 
two  grants  of  record  in  the  recorder's  office  transferred  to  William  Nash;  that,  upon  those  two  claims, 
three  surveys  of  land  have  lieen  reserved  from  sale,  and  the  one  interfering  with  your  petitioners'  was  the 
last  survey  made-  upon  those  grants,  and  the  claimant  only  entitled  to  the  two  first  made.  *?tli.  That  the 
land,  if  ever  located,  was  done  so  by  a  claim  of  400  ari)cnts,  but  that  now  claimed  amounted  to  800 
arpeiits.  Passing  by  many  other  suggestions  and  reasons  why  the  said  claim  is  frandulent  and  void,  and 
that  the  land  was  vacant  and  subject  to  settlement  by  your  petitioners,  and  by  which  a  patent  title 
should  be  issued  to  them,  they  remonstrated  to  your  tlepartment  against  the  issuing  of  any  grant  to 
Joseph  Deputy,  whose  claim  is  manifestly  fraudulent,  from  the  papers  enclosed,  and  from  others  suggested 
in  the  foregoing  reasons,  which  can  be  forthcoming  to  your  oflice,  and  within  your  power  to  examine. 
They  further  represent  and  pray  tliat  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Howard  land  office  may  be  directed 
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to  act  finally  on  the  case  of  your  petitioners,  and  grant  them  such  lands  as  their  (witliout  rej^arding  any 
claim  of  Joseph  Deputy)  settlement  rights  entitle  them  to  upon  payment  therefor;  that  sueii  grant  can 
impair  no  legal  claim  interfering  with  them,  but,  having  enjoyed  twelve  years'  possession,  tiie  justice  of 
the  government  will  be  manifested  to  them  by  such  grant,  and  will  plae(.'  them  in  a  situaticm  to  defend 
their  possession;  and  so  little  doubt  is  entertained  by  them  of  their  elaii]i,  that  tlieir  payments  will  be 
completed  at  their  own  risk.  This  course  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  imt  demied  ineipiitaljle  to  lliem  lur  the 
reasons  assigned,  and  ever  should  be  adopted  towards  them  in  the  event  (if  a  patent  issuing  to  their 
adversary,  as  they  are  aware  that  the  decision  of  the  illegality  or  legality  of  those  interfering  elaim.s 
depend  ultimately  on  the  judicial  department;  but  it  is  expected  the  same  moans  of  combatiu"-  their 
adversaries  before  that  tribunal  will  be  all'orded  these  petitioners  as  to  their  adversary,  viz:  the  issuiu"-  of 
title  papers  to  their  lands. 

SHADRACII  BARNES. 

JAMES  HAUXES. 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR. 
Fr.\nkun-,  Xuvemhcr  IG,  1822. 

Terkptory  of  Missouri,  Norlha-n  Circuif,  ss: 

The  United  States  of  America  to  any  Ju!<tice  of  the  peace  of  the  countij  of  Howard,  greeting : 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity  and  cireuinspection,  do  reijiiire  and 
command  you  that  you  cause  to  come  before  you  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  named  or  jiroduced  to 
you  by  AVilliam  V.  Rector  and  others,  and  thein  examine  upon  their  corporal  oaths,  to  be  by  you  adminis- 
tered on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  touching  their  knowledge  of  anything  that  may  relate  to 
a  certain  suit  now  pending  in  our  superior  court  of  our  Territory  of  Missouri  for  the  northern  circuit, 
between  the  said  Williana  V.  Rector  and  others,  idaintitis,  and  Shadrach  Barnes  and  others,  defendants, 
on  the  part  of  the  said  plaintitVs;  and  having  reduced  the  said  depositions  so  by  you  taken  as  aforesaid 
into  writing,  you  send  the  same,  with  this  dedimus  closed  under  your  seal,  to  our  said  superior  court  with 
all  convenient  speed. 

Witness  the  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  esquire,  presiding  judge  of  our  saiil  court,  at  St.  Lnuis,  this 
thirteenth  daj-  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  of  our  inde- 
pendence the  forty-second. 

[l.  s.]  J.  V.  GARXIER,  Clerk  S.  C.  N.  G. 

Lv  THE  Superior  Coi-rt,  N.  C.  S. 

William  Y.  Eector  and  others  vs.  Shadrach  Barnes  and  others.     In  vacation,  May  13,  1818. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Benton,  for  the  plaintifts,  it  is  ruled  that  a  dedimus  issue  to  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  of  Howard,  to  take  the  depositions  of  witnesses  for  said  plaintifts. 

A  copy:  '  J.  V.  GARXIER,  Clerk: 

To  Messrs.  Shadrach  Barnes,  Amos  Barnes,  John  Welch,  James  Welcli,  William  Taylor,  and  William  Bidgway, 

the  above-named  defendants  : 

Sirs:  Take  notice  that,  by  virtue  of  a  dedimus  issued  pursuant  to  the  above  rule,  we  shall,  by 
ourselves  or  agent,  attend  at  the  house  of  John  W.  Michle,  in  the  Rocher  Perce  bottom,  in  the  county  of 
Howard,  in  Missouri  Territory,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  this  present  month,  between  the  hours  of  seven  of 
the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  six  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  then  and  there  to  take  the 
depositions  of  witnesses  to  be  read  on  the  trial  of  the  above  cause  on  the  part  of  the  plaintifts,  when  and 
■where  you  may  attend  if  you  think  proper.     March  22,  1819. 

WILLIAM  V.  RECTOR, 
JAMES  H.  BEXSOX, 
JOHX  W.  StlUDDER, 
JOSEPH  WIGGIXS, 
By  GEOR(iE  TOMPKIXS,  their  Attorney. 

On  my  oath  I  do  say  that  I  gave  a  copy  of  the  within  notice  and  rule  to  Shadrach  Barnes,  Amos 
Barnes,  John  Welch,  William  Taylor,  and  AVilliam  Ridgway,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  read  the  same  to  each  of  them. 

BRADFORD  LAWLESS,  Bejmty  Sherilf. 

Terrutory  of  Missouri,  County  of  Howard : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county,  personally  appeared  Bradford  Lawless,  who  makes 
oath  that  the  above  aftidavit  is  true,  and  that  he,  as  therein  stated,  served  the  within  notice  on  the  persons 
therein  named  in  manner  stated  in  said  affidavit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  30th  day  of  March,  1819. 

AUGUSTUS  STORRS,  J.  B.     [l.  s.] 

Deposition  of  witnesses  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  on  the  thirtj'-first  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  the  hours  of  seven  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and 
six  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  at  the  house  of  John  Michle,  in  the  Rocher  Perce  bottom,  in 
the  county  of  Howard,  in  Missouri  Territory,  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Howard  aforesaid,  bj-  virtue  of  a  dedimus  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  a 
certain  cause  now  depending  in  the  superior  court  in  the  northern  circuit  of  said  court  for  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  between  William  V.  Rector  and  others,  plaintifts,  and  Sliadrach  Barnes  and  others,  defendants, 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintifts,  directed  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  of  Howard 
aforesaid. 

Ira  P.  X^ash,  of  lawful  age,  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  deposeth 
and  saith  that  he  commenced  making  a  survey  a  few  rods  above  the  slough  which  discharges  its  waters 
into  the  Missouri  river;  that  said  slough  is  about  tme-quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  towu  of  Franklin,  in 
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Howard  county;  and  that  said  beginning  of  said  survey  was  very  near  the  Missouri  river,  and  opposite 
the  isUiud  in  the  Missouri  river  above  Franklin. 
By  the  plaintifls: 

Question.  For  whom  did  vou  make  this  survey?  ,   .     ^  ,,.        ,  ,  • 

AtiAvcr.  I  made  that  .survey  for  no  person,  but  to  be  covered  by  a  claim  for  myself,  or  by  a  claim, 
owned  by  some  other  person  who  iniglit  wish  to  lay  it  there. 

(;>!(ft.-/(V/n.  'Whose  claim  was  laid  tlierc? 

An^'wn:  A  claim  in  possession  of  AVilliam  Nash,  which  he  had  purchased. 

(Jueation.  Ti-11  wljat  you  know  of  the  claim— that  is,  from  whom  it  was  purchased  and  from  whom  it 

was  derived  ?  .      ,^  ,        t  ,        .  •  i    i  ,- 

Ansur.r.  It  originated  from  .Tosepli  Deputy  or  from  Baptist  Prosee,  l)ut  I  do  not  certainly  know  from 
which  of  the  two;  but  I  think  that  William  Nash  purchased  it  from  Antoine  Dtjarlay. 

(Jurdvni.  Did  you  ever  show  the  beginning  of  that  survey  to  any  one  since  ?     If  you  did,  tell  to  whom. 

Jd.sHVT.  i  sliowed  the  place  of  Ijcginning  first  to  William  Clark,  James  Whiteside,  and  William 
Nasii;  and,  in  the  month  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  if  I  recollect  right,  I  showed  the  place  of 
beginning 'to  Aljraham  Barnes,  but  the  tree  had  then  fallen  into  the  river,  as  I  supposed,  on  which  the 
eonicr  was  made,  it  being  then  seven  years  after  the  making  of  the  original  survey.  I  think  in  May, 
some;  one  or  two  years  since,  I  showed  the  same  place  to  Horatio  Christman,  at  the  time  he  was  about  to 
resurvey  it  by  order  of  the  surveyor  general  .of  Missouri  Territory,  as  said  Christman  told  me. 

<,)uesli(m.  Do  any  persons  live  on  the  land  included  in  that  survey?     If  any  do,  tell  who  they  are. 

Aiusn-er.  It  would  be  a  very  tough  thing  for  me  to  tell  that.  The  people  in  Franklin  live  on  it,  and 
William  Taylor  likewise. 

By  the  defendants: 

Question.  Was  the  survey  made  previous  to  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  four  ? 

Angiver.  I  refer  you  to  my  certificate  of  survey  to  ascertain  that. 

Quedton.  Do  j-ou  or  do  you  not  recollect  the  month  in  which  the  survey  was  made? 

This  question  was  objected  to  by  the  plaintifi's  and  overruled. 

Queslion.  Who  were  the  chain-carriers  and  markers  when  the  survey  was  made? 

Answer.  The  chaining  and  marking  was  done  by  myself. 

Quet-lion.  Were  any  persons  in  com))an_y  at  that  time,  and  who  were  they? 

Ansicer.  I  was  alone,  and  run  only  part  of  two  squares  of  the  survey  and  called  for  the  balance;  nor 
did  I  communicate  the  tliing  to  my  company,  Ste)ihen  Hancock  and  Stephen  Jackson. 

Que.^tion.  Did  you  sIkjw  any  marked  tree  to  William  Clark  and  James  Whiteside,  to  whom  you  said 
you  showed  the  place  of  beginning  ? 

Ansuri:  I  did  not  call  their  attention,  but  made  additional  marks  at  the  time  they  were  in  company 
with  me;  I  believe  they  understood  that  to  be  the  place  of  beginning. 

Question.  Was  the  original  marki'd  tree  then  standing? 

Ansivcr.  It  was. 

Question.  AVhat  kind  of  compass  had  you? 

Ansicer.  It  was  a  compass  having  a  perfect  circle,  and  degrees  marked  on  the  edge;  also  a  needle, 
being  on  a  pivot,  so  well  balanced  that  neither  end  dejiressed,  and,  when  perfectly  horizontal,  one  end 
pointed  nortli  and  the  other  south,  as  I  supposed;  it  also  had  uprights  at  each  extreme  end  that  projected 
from  the  circle,  through  which  there  were  certain  crevices  or  slits  through  which  I  could  see  and  take  an 
object. 

Question.  Was  it  a  pocket  compass  with  wooden  sights  or  not? 

An.'iicer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  pocket  compass  or  not;  if  it  was  a  pocket  compass,  it  was 
larger  than  I  would  wish  to  carry  in  my  pocket.     It  had  wooden  sights. 

Question.  What  kind  of  chain  did  y(ni  use  when  you  made  that  survey  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  a  two-pole  chain,  agreeably  to  French  or  Spanish  measure,  and  made  of  genuine 
Louisiana  hemp. 

Question.  Was  it  the  same  with  wliich  you  made  the  survey  in  company  with  StejAen  Jackson  and 
Stephen  Hancock  ? 

Ansiver.  I  carried  but  one  chain  with  me. 

Question.  Did  you  mark  more  than  one  corner  when  you  made  the  survey? 

Answer.  Only  one,  and  that  was  the  bourne  •miellien,  or  what  I  suppose  would  now  be  called  the 
midddle  station  on  tlie  lino. 

Question  by  the  ptaintiffs.  AVhen  you  made  the  survey  above  spoken  of,  were  you  a  surveyor  appointed 
under  law  for  such  purposes  ? 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  by  the  surveyor  general,  Antoine  Soulard,  who  has  sanctioned  all  my  returns 
as  his  deputy. 

Question  by  the  defendants.  At  the  time  that  survey  was  made  did  Stephen  Jackson  and  Stephen 
Hancock  act  as  your  chain-carriers  in  making  other  surveys  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

I.  P.  NASH. 

Territory  of  Missouri,  County  of  Howard,  to  vil: 

The  aforegoing  deposition  of  Ira  P.  Nash  was  taken,  reduced  to  writing,  sworn  and  subscribed  by 
the  said  deponent  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  tlie  peace  in  said  county,  at  the  house  of  John 
M.  Michle,  in  the  Piocher  Perce  bottom,  in  tlie  said  county  and  Territory,  on  this  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eigliteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  the  hours  of  seven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
and  six  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  and  arc  herewith  enclosed,  and  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the 
superior  court  for  the  northern  circuit,  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  dedimus  issued  for  the  taking  of 
said  depositions. 

AUGUSTUS  STORRS,  J.  P. 

Territory  of  Missouri,  Howard  County,  to  wit: 

_  Be  it  known  that  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nnietcen,  at  tlie  office  of  David  Todd,  attorney  at  law,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  between  the  hours  of  ten 
o clock  in  the  f(.renoon  and  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs, 
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a  justice  of  the  peace  ill  said  count}' and  Territory,  tlio  following-  witnesses,  and  tlieir  dei)ositions  were 
then  and  there  taken  as  foUoweth,  before  nie,  ag-reeably  fo  a  dfdiiiius pdtt'slafcin  iiereto  annexed;  and  alst) 
a  notice  annexed  to  be  read  as  evidence  in  favor  of  Sliadrach  Rarnes,  Ainos  Barnes,  \Viiiiani  Tayhir,  and 
^Villianl  Ridg'way,  in  a  suit  of  ejectment  i)endin};-  and  undetermined  in  tile  superior  court  lor  (he  northern 
circuit,  held  at  St.  Louis,  in  said  Territory,  wherein  ^Villiaiu  V.  Rector  and  others  are  plaintilVs,  and  the 
said  parties  first  above-named  and  John  \Velcli  and  James  Welch  are  defendants. 

William  Clark,  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  mi  the  i)art  of  the  dcfemlants,  dep<iselh  and 
saith  that  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Jul)',  in  the  j'ear  u{'  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  this 
deponent  set  out  from  Richard  Chetwood's,  about  four  miles  below  the  mo\ith  nf  tlie  .Missouri  river,  in 
company  with  Ira  Nash,  William  Xash,  James  Whiteside,  and  Daniel  llubliard,  fur  the  puipose  of 
ascending  the  Missouri  and  seeing  the  countrj'.  On  the  way  said  l)ani(d  Hubbard  obtained  a  canoe  and 
returned  back.  This  deijoneut  landed  a  little  above  tla.'  moutli  of  Lanune  creek,  and  went  with  said 
Ira  Nash,  \Villiani  Nash,  and  James  II.  ^Vhiteside  to  Rarclay's  lick,  and  from  thence  to  Roon's  lick,  in 
company  with  said  two  Nasiii.'s,  and  then  returned  ag'ain  to  Rarclay's  lit-k;  from  (hence  the  party  ag'ain, 
being  joined  by  said  "Whiteside,  returned  to  a  jdacc  calle<l  Rrewitt's  trading-house,  a  small  distance  above 
where  the  town  of  Franklin  is  now  situated.  Ira  Nash  tlien  said  that,  being  up  here  sometime  before,  in 
February,  he  had  left  a  compass  in  a  hollow  tree,  and,  with  the  others,  went  to  hunt  it,  while  this  deponent 
went  to  a  place  called  Sulphur  lick  to  kill  deer,  agreeing  to  meet  said  party  the  next  day  at  Rarclay's 
lick,  where  we  met  accordingly,  said  party  bringing  said  compass.  Said  Ira  Nash,  together  with  this 
deponent,  and  William  Nash,  then  met  to  run  a  line  from  one  survej'  at  the  bluft'to  another  on  the  river, 
for  the  purpose,  as  Ira  Nash  said,  of  enabling  him  to  make  a  correct  plot  of  the  same,  or  of  what  ho  had  once 
done  before.  We  run  the  said  line  about  live  outs,  and  coming  to  a  wet — a  grassy  place,  we  were  obliged 
to  relincpush  our  design.  We  then  again  parted — this  witness  by  land,  to  hunt,  and  the  others  by  water — 
to  meet  again  the  next  day  at  Rrewitt's  trading-house,  which  we  then  did.  Something  less  than  a  mile 
below  said  trading-house  said  Ira  Nash  nmrked  a  corner  on  three  percon  trees;  from  which  corner  we 
commenced  running  a  line  down  the  river  ilissouri,  and  ran  not  exceeding  live  outs,  when  said  Ira  Nash 
mentioned  to  the  company  that  lie  was  not  getting  the  land  which  he  wanted,  and  stoi)iied  running.  Said 
Ira  Nash  then  went  back,  as  he  said,  to  make  a  new  corner,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  companj'  came  down 
the  river  to  the  mouth  of  a  slough,  a  little  above  Franklin.  William  Nash  then  told  this  deponent  that  he 
had  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim,  and  would  locate  it  below  the  mouth  of  this  discharge  or  slough  above 
mentioned.  Ira  Nash  then  went  from  the  company,  but  he  set  his  compass,  or  ran  a  line  with  it,  this 
dejionent  does  not  recollect;  but  sometime  afterwards  he  returned,  and  mentioned  that  he,  William,  had 
got  the  plum  orchard,  making  the  observation  to  his  brother  William.  All  the  company  then  went  down 
the  river  to  a  large  spring  between  the  Rocher  I'erce  and  the  Grand  Moniton,  and  William  Nash  observed 
that  he  had  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  that  he  would  lay  there ;'»but  this  deponent  does  not  know 
whether  any  corner  was  made,  but  knows  that  no  lines  were  run.  The  company  then  went  on  down  the 
river  until  they  came  in  sight  of  the  place  where  Cote  Sans  Dessein  now  is,  and  then  lauded.  William 
Nash  then  said  that  he  would  lay  one  of  his  eight  hundred  arpent  claims  in  that  place.  Ira  Nash  then 
set  the  compass,  intending  to  locate  it  in  an  oblong  form  running  up  the  river.  The  whole  of  the  company 
then  again  descended  the  river,  and  reached  the  place  from  which  they  set  oft' about  the  ITth  of  August, 
in  the  same  year. 

Rj-  defendants: 

Question.  What  kind  of  compass  and  chain  was  used  by  Ira  Nash  at  the  times  above  mentioned? 

Ansirer.  It  was  a  large  p<icket  compass,  set  in  a  piece  of  wood,  having  wooden  sights,  and  the  chain 
was  a  rawhide  tug,  and  perhaps  a  piece  or  some  pieces  of  rope  attached  to  it. 

Question.  When  the  percon  trees  were  marked  as  corners,  and  the  line  commenced  running,  who 
marked  the  line  trees? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Did  you  sec  the  lines  marked  at  all? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  tliat  I  saw  them  marked;  and  whether  they  were  marked  at  all  or  not,  I 
cannot  say. 

Question.  How  far  from  the  river  were  those  percon  corners? 

Answer.  About  five  or  sis  poles. 

Question.  At  the  time  William  Nash  talked  of  laying  his  claim  below  the  slough,  do  you  recidlect  of 
any  claim  by  one  of  the  company  being  set  up  to  the  laud,  and  what  passed  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  none. 

Question.  At  or  near  the  percon  corners  were  you  slKrjwn  by  any  of  the  company  any  ciirner  or  lines 
marked  which  were  made  at  anj'  time  previous  to  that  when  j'ou  were  there? 

Ansiver.  I  saw  none;  neither  heard  any  of  the  company  mention  any. 

Question.  How  far  did  Ira  Nash  make  the  corners  on  the  percon  trees  from  Rarclay's  lick? 

An.iicer.  I  do  not  know  exactly,  but  it  was  on  the  Missouri,  below  said  trading-house,  and  we  then 
called  it  six  or  seven  miles. 

Question.  How  far  from  Rarclay's  lick  did  he  cinnmence  to  run  the  line  to  connect  the  two  surveys 
you  first  spoke  of? 

Answer.  It  was  at  or  very  near  thi'  lick. 

Question.  Did  Ira  Nash  qualify  any  chain-carriers,  or  a  marker,  when  he  iireteiidcd  to  ciimmencc  a 
survey,  or  did  he  not  ? 

Ansirer.  He  did  not  when  I  was  with  him. 

Question.  How  far  was  the  place  Ira  Nash  was  hunting  his  compass  from  the  corner  he  made  on  the 
percon  trees? 

Ansicer.  lie  started  from  the  trading-hriuse,  to  hunt  his  comjiass,  toward  tlic  slough  aliovc  mentioned; 
but  I  do  not  know  the  distance. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  think  the  percon  trees  marked  as  a  corner  are  from  the  slougli  where 
AVilliam  Nash  said  he  would  lay  his  claim? 

Answer.  At  that  time  we  called  it  about  three  miles  from  said  trading-house  to  the  slough;  and  said 
percon  trees  are  between  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  a  mile  below  the  trading-h(juse. 

Question.  Were  any  corners  made  about  the  mouth  of  the  slough,  or  between  the  j)ercon  trees  and 
the  mouth  of  the  slough? 

Answer.  I  saw  none  made;  neither  saw  any  at  all.  AVILLIAM  CLARK. 
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Did  you  sec  any  people  in  this  country  from  whom  said 
rvcys,  except  the  company  who  came  up  with  him? 


Stephen  Jackson  also  bein^  sworn  at  the  same  time,  deposcth  and  saith  that  in  the  month  of  February, 
in  the  vear  citrhteeu  'hundred  and  four,  this  deponent,  in  company  witli  Stephen  Hancock  and  Ira  Nash, 
sctout'fromaplace  called  Hancock's  bottom,  about  thirty  miles  above  St.  Charles  for  the  purpose  of 
ascendinn-  the  Missouri  and  making  some  surveys;  said  Stephen  Hancock  and  myself  bemg  then  employed 
by  said  fra  Nash  for  that  purpose,  we  made  several  surveys  while  engaged  m  the  expedition,  and  the 
lower  line  of  the  lowest  survey  that  we  made  was  just  or  very  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lamme 
creek  \fter  completing  said  "surveys  we  went  to  a  trading-house  called  Frew's  trading-house,  and 
remained  there  about  two  or  three  days.  Said  Ira  Nash  then  hid  his  compass  m  a  hollow  cotton-wood 
tree  near  said  tradin-housc,  and  all  the  company  set  otf  liomc.  In  passing  down  passed  through  a 
jirairie  about  one  mik"  northwest  from  Franklin,  and  returned  home  between  the  fifth  and  tenth  days  of 
March,  in  the  same  year. 

By  the  defendants: 

QuestioiK  In  what  manner  were  the  surveys  of  Ira  Nash  made? 

Anmctr.  Said  Nasli  carried  the  compass  and  took  the  course,  and  said  Hancock  and  myself  carried 
the  chain,  this  deponent  Idazing  the  lines. 

Qiic><tion.  How  far  above  Franklin  is  the  lower  line  of  the  last  survey  you  made? 

Amirer.  Between  three  and  four  miles  on  a  straight  line. 

(lucMion.  D"l  -^'"^  s^^"  -inv  neonle  in  this  country  from  whom  said  Nash  could  obtain  assistance  in 
making  his  sun 

Anm-ei:  I  did  not.  ,-      , 

QiieMm.  Do  j-ou  know  of  his  making  any  corners  after  he  left  the  trading-house? 

Anfire):  I  do  not. 

(Jiie^tion.  Was  the  company  ever  separated  so  that  Nash  could  have  executed  a  survey  where 
Franklin  now  stands  without  your  knowing  it? 

Answei:  1  do  not  know  how  to  answer  the  question.  He  could  not  have  done  so  until  after  we  came 
to  the  trading-house;  and  I  do  not  rightly  recollect  about  that.  We  were  there  two  or  three  days  doing 
nothing. 

Quedion.  Whilst  at  the  trading-house  did  you  hear  Nash  say  anything  about  making  further  surveys? 

Anstver.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  trip,  hear  Ira  Nash  say  that  he  had  any  surveys  to  make 
for  his  brother,  William  Nash? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  recollect  at  this  time. 

Question.  The  surveys  that  he  executed,  did  he  not  let  you  know  the  names  for  whom  he  did  it? 

Antiwer.  He  made  one  survey  for  Barclay,  one  for  Ilyacinthe,  one  for  Barraboo,  and  one  for  Allen,  and 
one  for  himself,  as  he  told  this  deponent;  and  I  recollect  no  other. 

Question.  How  far  above  Franklin  is  Frew's  trading-house? 

Ansiver.  Not  exceeding  two  miles. 

Question.  Is  Stejihen  Hancock  alive  or  dead  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  dead. 

Question.  Will  you  describe  the  chain  and  compass? 

Ansivei:  The  compass  was  a  pocket  compass  set  in  a  piece  of  wood,  and  having  wooden  sights;  and 
the  chain  was  a  piece  of  a  rope  and  a  tug  joined. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Ira  Nash  was  ever  in  this  country  before  February,  1804  ? 

Answer.  He  was  never  to  my  knowledge,  and,  from  what  he  told  me  then,  I  am  satisfied  he  was  not. 

This  deponent  is  of  lawful  age,  and  further  saith  not. 

STEPHEN  JACKSON. 

The  above  depositions  of  William  Clark  and  Stephen  Jackson  were  severally  sworn  to  and  subscribed 
before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Howard  county,  Missouri  Territory,  on  this  eighteenth  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen;  and  a  further  examination  of  witnesses  is  hereby  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock;  at  the  same  place  of  which  adjournment,  George  Tompkins  and 
llobert  Wash,  being  present  during  the  examination,  had  notice. 

AUGUSTUS  STORES,  J:  P. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  met  at  the  same  place  for  the  further  examination  of  witnesses;  and 
between  the  hours  of  10  in  the  forenoon  and  G  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  following  depositions  were 
taken : 

James  H.  Whiteside,  licing  sworn  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Howard  county,  deposeth  and 
saith  that  in  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  eigliteen  hundred  and  four,  this  deponent,  in  company  with 
Ira  Nash,  William  Nash,  and  William  Clark,  ascended  the  Missouri  and  landed  opposite  the  mouth  of 
Laminc  creek,  about  the  first  of  August,  in  the  same  year.  The  object  of  this  deponent  in  coming  to  this 
place  was  to  ol)tain  headright  uiiiler  the  Spanish  government.  From  the  mouth  of  Lamine  we  went  to  a 
place  called  Barclay's  lick.  This  dejionent  was  engaged  in  improving  a  place  for  Mr.  Barclay,  while  both 
the  said  Nashes  went  to  survey,  as  they  said,  although  this  deponent  did  not  see  them  survey.  On  the 
river,  nearly  ojiposite  the  moutii  of  Lamine,  said  Ira  Nash  made  an  improvement  by  deadening  some  trees 
and  iiianting  some  corn,  in  which  this  deponent  assisted  him.  This  deponent  was  not  engaged  jiarticularly 
in  surveying  with  said  Naslies,  and  knows  nothing  of  their  surveying  more  until  they  arrived  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Grand  Osage,  where  William  Nash  said  that  he  would  lay  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim. 
Several  years  ago  this  deponent  saw  AVilliam  Nash,  who  told  him  that  he  was'living  or  about  to  settle 
at  the  Grand  Osage,  on  the  claim  above  mentioned.  I  believe  this  is  all  I  know  relative  to  the  case. 
By  defendants: 

Question.  How  often  had  William  Nash  and  Ira  Nash  been  in  this  country  before? 

An.fver.  I  understood  that  Ira  Nash  had  been  here  once  before,  and  that  William  Nash  had  never 
been  in  the  Territory  before;  and  I  lived  only  one  n)ile  and  a  half  from  said  Ira  Nash. 

Question.  Did  Ira  Nash  or  William  Nash  mention  anything  of  William  Nash  having  surveys  here 
before  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  cither  of  them  make  any  corners  between  Barclay's  lick  and  Franklin  ? 

Anavjer.  I  saw  nothing  of  the  kind  except  the  improvement  before  mentioned. 
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Question.  Were  you  presont,  or  do  you  know  auytliiug'  of  any  pcrcun  trees  lirini;-  niarkcil  as  corTnTs? 

Aiifticer.  I  do  not  know  anything-  of  it;   neither  was  1  presiiit 

Question.  When  j'ou  hinded  at  the  nmutli  of  the  slough,  near  l''rariklin,  did  yuu  see  Ira  nr  William 
Nash  make  or  mark  anj-  e(n'ners  there 'Z 

Ansiver.  I  did  nut,  to  my  reeolleetinn. 

Question.  Did  William  Nash  say  that  hi'  had  any  elaim  at  uv  near  that  plaee';' 

Ansirei'.  Not  to  my  recollection.  The  deponent  further  adds  that  if  he  was  present  when  the  porcon 
trees  were  marked,  ho  has  totally  tbrgotten  it;  but  is  lirmly  of  tlu'  npinion  that  he  was  not  jiresent. 

Question.  When  you  were  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  th(!  slough  as  aforesaid,  did  you  hear  either  Ira 
or  William  talk  of  having-  surveyed  as  low  down  as  the  mouth  of  the  slough  while  you  were  at  work  at 
Barclay's  lick. 

Answer.  I  recollect  no  such  couversation. 

JAS.  II.  WHITESIDE. 

William  Clark  claims  two  days'  attendance  and  mileage  for  two  hundred  miles,  and  oiu'  dollar  fov  Iiis 
ferriages.  James  H.  Whiteside  likewise  claims  fir  two  days'  attendance  and  mileage  for  four  hundred 
miles,  and  one  dollar  for  his  ferriages. 

AUGUSTUS  STOllRS,  J.  P. 

Daniel  Munroe,  also  being  duly  sworn  on  the  same  day,  deiioseth  and  saith  that  in  the  month  of 
January  or  February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  Shadrach  Barnes  moved  to  the  jilace  where 
Franklin  now  is,  and  immediately  connnenccd  clearing  a  field,  which  he  enclosed  with  a  good  rail  fence, 
and  raised  about  fifteen  acres  of  corn  during  the  ensuing  sunnner,  wliich  he  gathered  in  the  fall;  and  said 
Shadrach  Barnes  has  lived  on  the  same  place  every  year  since,  except  when  Ibrted,  and  has,  as  this 
deponent  believes,  raised  corn  thereon  every  year  since,  except  since  the  town  of  Franklin  was  laid  ofV 
thereon.  Said  Barnes  did  never  move  his  fanuly  to  the  i>lace  above  mentioned  until  June,  in  the  said 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven;  and  further,  this  deponent  says  that  William  Taylor  moved  to  the 
place  where  he  now  lives,  together  with  his  family,  in  the  3-ear  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve;  and  during 
the  summer  of  the  same  year  raised  several  acres  of  corn,  and  has  continued  to  live  on  and  cultivate  the 
same  place  every  j'ear  since,  except  when  necessarily  compelled  to  live  in  the  fort,  for  two  or  three  years, 
at  intervals;  and  both  said  Barnes  and  said  Taylor  at  this  time  reside  on  the  places  where  they  first 
settled;  and  further,  William  Ridgway  likewise  settled,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  on  the 
Missouri,  below  where  Franklin  now  is,  with  his  family,  and  in  the  same  year  raised  about  five  acres  of 
corn,  and  has  continued  to  live  on  and  cultivate  said  place  every  year  since,  except  when  obliged  by 
Indian  hostility  to  live  in  the  fort;  also,  Amos  Barnes,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  raised 
about  three  or  four  acres  of  corn,  and  settled  in  the  same  year  on  the  ground  where  Franklin  now  is, 
together  with  his  family,  and  built  a  house  on  the  same  place  in  the  same  year.  And  this  deponent 
likewise  says  that  on  Friday  last,  the  tifteenth  instant,  he  showed  to  George  Jackson,  county  surveyor  of 
Howard  county,  the  centre  of  the  four  above-mentioned  improvements,  as  they  were  situated  in  said  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  or  as  near  the  centre  as  he  could  recollect;  and  all  said  improvements  are, 
to  the  personal  knowledge  of  this  de].ionent,  in  township  number  forty-eight  north,  of  range  number 
sixteen  west  of  the  tifth  principal  meridian.  William  Taylor's  said  improvements  are  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  number  six;  and  William  Ridgway 's,  Amos  Barnes',  and  Shadrach  Barnes'  said 
improvements  are  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  number  five,  except  as  to  Shadrach  Barnes'  said 
improvement  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  which  extended  into  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
number  six.  Further,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen  this  deponent  was  in 
company  when  Horatio  Christman,  a  deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  commenced  surveying  an 
eight  hundred  arpent  claim  of  William  Nash,  this  deponent  only  hearing  that  the  claim  was  of  that  size, 
and  including  the  town  of  Franklin  or  a  part  thereof.  Ira  Nash  went  with  said  surveyor  to  show  the 
corner  or  lieginuing,  and  was  unable  to  iind  a  corner,  saying  that  it  had  been  marked  on  a  walnut  tree. 
Said  party  then  established  a  corner  above  the  slough,  and  about  one  and  a  half  chain  from  the  Missouri, 
by  marking  two  or  three  trees  with  an  axe;  said* surveyor  then  took  a  course  from  said  corner  running 
north  twenty  degrees  west,  as  this  deponent  understood,  and  had  the  line  marked  out  by  blazing  the  trees 
near  it.  The  party  continued  running  on  said  line  until  they  were  stopped  in  Mr.  Welch's  field,  and 
desisted  from  running  any  further. 
By  defendants: 

Question.  Did  you  pay  particular  attention  to  find  a  marked  corner  or  a  marked  line? 

Ansuvr.  I  looked  for  a  corner,  liut  could  find  none  except  the  one  then  made;  and  as  to  line  trees, 
I  looked  for  none. 

Question.  Did  Ira  Nash,  or  any  one  of  the  companj-,  find  a  marked  corner  or  a  marked  line  tree? 

Answer.  If  they  found  any  I  did  not  know  it.     This  deponent  is  of  lawful  age,  and  further  saith  not. 

DANIEL  MUNROE,  Jr. 

William  !Munroe,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  same  day,  deposcth  and  saith  that  in  the  year  eighteen 

hundred  and  eleven   Shadrach  Barnes  built  a  house,  and  raised  about  fifteen cif  corn,  and  lived  in 

said  house  with  his  familj-  during  said  year;  said  improvement  was  on  the  ground  where  Franklin  now 
is,  and  where  said  Shadrach  Barnes  now  lives.  In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve  this  deponent 
personally  knew  William  Taylor,  William  Ridgway,  and  Amos  Barnes,  each  of  them,  to  make  separate 
improvements,  by  raising,  each  of  them,  several  acres  of  corn  in  fields  enclosed  with  a  rail  fence;  and 
likewise  knew  each  of  them  to  build  houses  and  inhafiit  them  with  their  families  during  the  same  year — 
said  Amos  Barnes  on  the  g'round  where  Franklin  now  is,  the  others  on  quarters  adjoining  said  town  of 
Franklin,  in  spring-,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen.  This  deputy  surveyor  was  present  when  Horatio 
Christman.  a  deputy  survej'or  of  the  United  States,  together  with  others,  was  engaged  in  running-  out  or 
surveying-  a  claim  including  a  part  of  Franklin,  and  belonging-,  as  this  dejionent  understood,  to  AVilliam 
Nash.  When  assembled  at  the  supposed  place  of  beginning,  Shadrach  Barnes  called  on  this  de[ionent 
and  others  to  examine  and  see  if  they  could  find  aiiy  marked  corner  or  lines;  and  this  deponent,  on 
examining,  could  find  no  corner  or  lines  marked;  neither  heard  of  any  being  found  at  the  time,  except 
those  then  made.     This  deponent  is  of  lawful  age,  and  further  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  MUNROE. 
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The  foreguiiifc  depositions  of  James  H.  Wliitesidc,  Daniel  Munroe,  jr.,  and  William  Munroe,  were 
Kf-vcrally  sulisciihed  liy  tliem,  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  justice  of  tlic  peace  in  Howard  county,  at  the 
time  uf  takiiif;-  the  sanie,  and  at  tiie  place  above  named;  and  said  depositions,  and  the  foroR-oiug  ones  of 
William  Chirk  and  Stephen  Jackson,  arc  lierewith  enclosed,  annexed  to  the  dedimus  issued  for  the  taking 
thereof     ^^'itness  my  hand  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eigiit  hundred  and 

"""^'*''''"'  AUGUSTUS  STORES,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Justice's  fees,  paid  by  defendants,  si.K  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

'^  AUGUSTUS  STORES,  Jwsiiceo/^/ie  Peace. 

Depositions  of  witnesses  produced,  sworn,  and  e.^camincd,  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  ami  nineteen,  between  the  hours  often  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and  six 
of  the  cluck  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  at  the  olHce  of  Augustus  Storrs,  in  the  town  of  Franklin  and 
count  V  of  Howard,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  Ijcfore  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within 
and  li'ir  the  county  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  a  dcdimvs  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  a  certain  cause 
now  depending  in  the  superior  court  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  for  the  northwestern  circuit,  between 
AVilliam  V.  Rector  and  others,  plaintiifs,  and  Shadrach  Barnes  and  others,  defendants,  on  the  part  of  the 
defen>lants  direct('d  to  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  of  Howard,  in  said 
Territory. 

Daniel  Munroe,  jr.,  being  produced  and  sworn,  and  examined,  and  being  of  lawful  age,  doposeth  and 
saith  on  the  part  of  the  defendants: 
Bv  delendants: 

(Jiwsliuii.  'Were  you  along  when  Horatio  Christman  run  the  lines  of  AVilliam  Nash's  Spani.sh  grant  at 
Franklin? 

Answer.  I  was  along. 

Quedion.  Did  Shadrach  Barnes  particularly  call  on  you  to  notice  for  any  marks  or  corner  at  that  time? 

Amwei:  He  did  call  on  th(»  comjiany  generally  to  notice. 

Question.  Did  you  particularly  notice  to  marked  trees  at  the  beginning  or  on  tiie  lino? 

Answn:  I  did  "notice  both  at  the  lieginning  and  on  the  line,  but  saw  none. 

(Jueslion.  Have  you  not,  since  that  time,  been  called  to  notice  again? 

Ansiver.  I  have. 

Question.  On  the  second  examination  did  you  discover  any  old  marks  on  the  line  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  none  which  appeared  older  than  the  line  first  run  by  Mr.  Horatio  Christman. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Ira  Nash  relative  to  the  ciuantity  of  land  included 
in  the  Spanish  hjcation  at  Franklin;  and,  if  so,  what  was  it? 

This  (juestion  was  objected  to  by  INIr.  Tonipkins,  plaintiffs'  attorney,  but  it  is  considered  that  the 
answer  be  inserted. 

Ansu-er.  I  have  had  conversation  with  Ira  Nash  on  that  subject,  and  he  told  mo  that  he  had  a  claim 
of  four  hundred  arpents,  including  Shadrach  Barnes'  and  William  Taylor's  improvements. 

Question.  Did  he  state  where  the  beginning  corner  of  the  said  four  hundred  arpent  claim  was? 

Answer.  He  did,  and  told  me  that  the  beginning  corner  was  marked  on  a  large  walnut  tree  at  the 
mouth  of  a  slough  above  Mr.  Shadrach  Barnes'  house. 

Question.  Was  that  tlie  slough  at  the  mouth  of  which  Horatio  Christman  began  the  survey  of  the 
eight  hundred  arpent  claim  at  the  time  you  mentioned  looking  for  marked  trees? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  other  slough  which  would  be  included  by  a  four  hundred  arpent  claim  including 
Barnes'  and  Taylor's  improvements. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  the  conversation  you  mentioned  take  place  with  Ira  Nash  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  at  that  time  whether  the  said  land  was  claimed  by  him,  the  said  Ira 
Nash,  or  by  his  brother,  William  Nash  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  his  saying  that  it  w»s  his  brother  William  Nash's  land  at  that  time,  but 
Ira  Nash  then  offered  it  for  sale. 

Question.  Did  you,  after  that  time,  hear  Ira  Nash  say  that  tlie  said  four  hundred  arpent  claim  did 
belong  to  his  brother,  William  Nash;  and  if  so,  iit  what  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  his  saying  that  the  said  four  hundred  arpent  claim  belonged  to  William 
Nash,  liut  he  has  since  told  mo  that  the  eight  liundriMl  arpent  claim  belonged  to  AVilliam  Nash. 

DANIEL  MUNROE,  Jr. 

Svv'orn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  September  8,  1819. 

AUGUSTUS  STORES,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

After  taking  the  aforegoing'  depositions,  it  Tieinglate  in  the  evening,  and  it  being  stated  in  the  notices 
<if  the  plaintiffs  that  the  depositions  would  be  taken  from  day  to  day,  if  necessary,  it  is  considered  that  an 
adjournment  take  place  till  to-morrow  morning,  September  9,  at  the  hour  of  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  fore- 
noon of  said  day. 

At  the  hour  of  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  of  this  the  ninth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  nineteen,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  I  again  commenced  the  examination  of 
witnesses  touching  this  suit 

AUGUSTUS  STOEES,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

George  Avorj*,  of  lawful  age,  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined,  on  this  second  day  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  sometime  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen, 
as  well  as  this  deponent  recollects,  he  met  with  William  Taylor  and  Ira  Nash  at  the  house  of  David 
Bryant,  near  (!harette  village,  and  heard  William  Taylor  say  "to  said  Ira  Nash  that  he  had  been  gone  six 
months  and  had  made  four  hundred  arpents  of  hind;  and  that  he,  Nash,  had  l)etter  go  and  stay  six  months 
longer.  Said  Nash  then  observed  that  he  had  a  four  hundred  arpent  claim  where  ^Villiam  Taylor  lived 
that  was  not  siiecial,  and  that  he  had  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  that  was  special;  and  that  he  meant 
to  remove  his  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  to  the  place  where  the  four  hundred  arpent  claim  was,  on 
which  William  Tavlor  lived. 
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Quculioi)  liij  (lef'cndanl.-i.  Did  ycm  hear  Ira  Nasli  say  that  he  had  hiid  an  tni^Ul  humlrcd  ar|>ciit  chiiin  nii 
the  pUacc  where  William  Taylor  now  lives  before  or  since  the  conversation  inenlidiied  liernrc'/ 
Ansicer.  I  never  heanl  Ira  Nash  say  that  lie  had  laid  an  eig-ht  Imniln^d  aipenl  cluim  Ihcir. 

i]]s 
(iKORCH  >^    AVKKY. 

The  aforegoing-  deposition  of  George  Avery  was  taken,  sworn  to  and  suliscribed,  and  reduced  to 
writing,  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  on  the  second  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nineteen,  between  the  hours  of  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and  six  of  the  clock  iu  the  al'ternoon 
of  said  day,  at  the  oiScc  of  Augustus  Storrs,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  in  Howard  county,  and  Missom-i 
Territory;  and,  together  with  the  dcdiuiuft  and  notices,  and  other  depositions,  as  by  the  notices  and  cer- 
tificate affixed  will  appear,  are  sent  under  seal  to  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  loi-  the  nculhern  circuit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Franklin,  this  second  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine- 
teen. 

AUGUSTUS  STOORS,     [i..  s.] 
Judici;  of  thu  Peace. 
State  ok  Missouiu,  Cimid<j  of  Callaway,  set : 

I,  Irvine  0.  Ilockaday,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  ilo 
hereby  certify  that  tlie  foregoing  twenty-seven*  pages  contain  true  and  i)recise  copies  of  the  depositions 
of  Ira  r.  Nash,  William  Clark,  Stephen  Jackson,  James  II.  Whiteside,  Daniel  Mnnroe,  jr.,  ^Vm.  ilunroe, 
and  George  Avery,  filed  among  the  papers  in  the  suit  lately  depending  in  the  circidt  court  fVir  the  circuit 
and  county  of  Callaway  aforesaid,  between  William  V.  Rector  and  others,  plaintills,  and  Shadrach  Barnes 
and  others,  defendants. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  as  clerk  aforesaid,  this  twenty-second  day  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  twentj'-two. 

IRVINE  0.  IIOCKADAY. 
State  of  Missouri,  County  of  Callaicay,  act: 

I,  Wharton  R.  Moore,  a  justice  of  tlie  peace  within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify 
that  Irvine  0.  Ilockaday,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  for  said  county,  made  oath  before  me  the  foregoing 
twenty-seven  pages  contain  true,  i)erfect,  and  precise  copies  of  the  depositions  named  in  his  certificate  above, 
and  tiled  in  the  suit  therein  mentioned. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-second  davi'f  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  twentj'-two 

WHARTON  R.  MOORE,  J.  P.  C.  C. 

Land  Office  at  Feaxklix,  October  31,  1822. 

I  certify  that  Shadrach  Barnes,  James  Barnes,  and  William  Taylor,  (pre-emption  claimants,)  did  prove, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver,  that  they  had  inhabited  and  cultivated,  as  rei|uired  by 
law,  tracts  of  land  within  what  appears  by  the  maps  to  be  a  ]irivate  survey  iu  the  name  of  Joseph  Deputy, 
and  that  certificates  would  have  issued  to  them  but  for  said  survey. 

T.  A.  SMITH,  Ecceiver. 

Land  Office  .\t  Fraxki.ix,  Missouri,  November  16,  1822. 
I  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  application  of  Shadrach  Barnes,  James  Barnes,  and  William  Taylor, 
(pre-emption  claimants,)  and  the  accompanying  testimony  in  support  of  their  respective  claims  to  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  filed  in  this  oflice,  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  have  inhabited  and  cultivated,  as 
recjuired  by  the  law,  tracts  of  land  witliin  what  appears  from  the  maps  to  be  a  private  survey  in  the  name 
of  Joseph  Deputy. 


JOHN  MILLEi;,  Ihyistt 


r. 


No.  4. 


General  Land  Office,  September  20,  1823. 

Sir:  Application  having  been  made  to  this  office  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  claim  of  William  Nash, 
under  Joseph  Deputy,  for  (580.5(5  acres,  iu  townships  48  and  49,  range  1(5  west,  against  which  you 
entered  a  caveat  July  12,  1822,  I  have  to  request  that  you  furnish  this  office  with  evidence  in  support 
of  your  belief  that  the  claim  is  fraudulent,  or  at  least  that  its  original  place  of  location  is  diflerent  from 
the  present  place  of  location,  and  this  evidence  be  produced  by  the  1st  day  of  February  next.  If  it  is 
not  produced  by  that  time  the  patent  will  be  issued  on  the  claim  of  Mr.  Nash. 

I  am,  &c.,  .  GEO.  CJRAHAM. 

Mr.  Shadrach  Barxes,  FranUin,  Missouri. 


No.  5. 

Fraxki.ix,  3Iissouri,  Scptemher  25,  1823. 
Sir:  Sometime  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  ami  eleven  the  writer  of  this  letter,  one  Williavu  Taylor, 
and  James  Barnes,  settled  on  section  five,  in  township  forty-eight  north  of  the  base  line  and  north  of  the 
Missouri  river,  and  range  sixteen  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  and  have  ever  since  continued  in 
the  possession  of  the  improvements  which  were  respectively  made  by  them  on  said  land.  Agreeably  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  they,  at  the  time  appointed  by  law,  made  application  to  the  register  and  receiver  of 
the  Howard  land  district  to  grant  them,  according  to  the  law  extending  tliat  privilege  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  right  of  pre-emption  on  said  land,  and  made  proof  of  their  inhabiting  and 

*There  are  twunty-seven  pages  in  the  original. 
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cultivatin"-  said  land,  before  the  register  and  receiver  aforesaid.  Tlie  said  section  of  land,  however,  benig 
marked  on  the  books  of  the  said  land  office  as  a  confirmed  Spanish  grant,  the  register  and  receiver  have 
refused  hitherto  to  grant  to  ns  the  right  of  pre-emption.  The  said  pretended  Spanish  grant  was  made  in 
the  name  of  Joseph  Deputy,  and  is  now  held  bv  persons  who  have  purchased  under  him.  Sometime  ago 
thev  commenced  an  action'  of  ejectment  against  the  writer  of  this  letter  and  the  persons  before  named 
to  take  from  them  the  possession  of  said  land,  but  were  finally  non-suited,  and,  although  more  than  a  year 
has  elaijsed  since,  have  made  no  advances  towards  a  recommencement  of  their  suit.  At  the  time  ol  the 
non-suit  aforesaid 'the  writer  f.irwarded  ftn  to  the  general  offices  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  which  went 
to  establish  tlie  fact  that  said  Spanisli  grant  was  pretended  and  fraudulent,  and  that  it  never  had  been 
cijiitinned  by  the  board  of  commissioners  established  for  that  purpose;  but,  as  he  has  never  received  any 
intelli"-ence"  of  the  reception  of  these  depositions,  he  presumes  they  have  miscarried.  The  proof  of  his 
beiii"- 'entitled  to  tlie  right  of  pre-emption  under  the  act  of  Congress  was  also  forwarded  to  your  depart- 
menr  by  the  register  and  receiver  aforesaid,  wlu)  have  been  waiting  ever  since  for  instructions  from  your 
department  how  to  proceed.  As  it  is  the  wish  of  tlie  writer  of  this  letter  that  the  controversy  should  be 
settled  as  speedily  as  possible,  he  earnestly  requests  tliat  these  instructions  may  be  forwarded  immediately. 
The  persons  claiming  said  grant  preteiuf  it  was  confirmed  specially  by  Congress  after  the  dissolution  of 
the  board  of  commissioners.     Any  information  on  that  subject  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the 

''''""'■     Kespectfully,  SHADRACH  BARNES. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  6. 

Sin:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  20th  Septemljer  last,  I  hasten  to  enclose  to  you  some  of  the 
evidence  necessary  to  invalidate  the  claims  of  William  Nash,  under  Joseph  Deputy,  situated  in  township 
48  and  49,  range  10  west.  This  evidence  was  forwarded  to  your  office  more  than  a  year  since,  and  was 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Howard  land  district,  stating  that  the 
evidence  I  had  ofl'ercd  to  them  in  support  of  my  claim  to  a  iire-emption  was  satisfactory,  and  that  it  w-ould 
have  been  granted  but  for  the  interference  of  the  Spanish  grant.  I  will  forward  a  similar  certificate  as 
soon  as  I  can  obtain  it. 

The  enclosed  depositions,  it  will  appear,  were  taken  in  the  course  of  judicial  investigation  by  competent 
officers,  where  the  opposing  parties  were  present  to  cross-e.xamine  the  witnesses.  Had  I  the  certificate  of 
the  register  and  receiver  now  to  forward,  I  sliould  deem  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  with  any  evidence  in 
support  of  my  claim  to  a  pre-emption,  but,  in  its  absence,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  depositions 
marked  A,  B,  and  C.  By  these  depositions  it  will  appear  that  I  came  completely  within  the  provisions  of 
the  pre-emption  laws,  aiul  unless  there  be  some  claim  to  the  same  land,  valid  against  the  government,  I  am 
entitled  to  the  land  by  the  beneficence  of  the  government.  As  a  patent  itself  may  be  repealed  and  annulled 
on  account  of  fraud  in  olitaining  it,  I  suppose  those  proceedings  necessary  to  be  had  before  the  emanation  of  a 
patent  are,  at  least,  liable  to  the  same  objections  that  might  be  urged  against  the  title  when  complete.  The 
act  of  Congress  of  April  12,  1814,  requires,  in  cases  like  the  present,  that  it  should  "  appear  by  the  report  of 
the  commissioners,  register  or  recorder,  that  the  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  under  which  the 
claim  is  made,  should  contain  a  special  location,  or  had  been  actually  located  or  surveyed,  within  the  late 
Territory  of  Orleans,  before  December  20,  1803,  or  actually  located  or  surveyed  within  the  Territory  of 
Missouri  before  March  10,  1804,  by  a  surveyor  duly  authorized  by  the  government  making  such  grant." 
These  facts  were  to  appear  by  the  report,  in  order  that  the  claims  should  be  confirmed.  By  the  petition 
of  Deputy,  and  the  concession  by  the  commandant,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  marked  D  and  E,  it  will 
appear  that  both  were  general,  and  referred  to  no  particular  part  of  the  domain  from  which  the  land  was 
to  be  taken.  It  remains  to  see  whether  there  was  any  survey  according  to  the  act  of  Congress.  The 
plat  only  shows  that  the  survey  was  made  in  the  month  of  February,  1804,  but  not  for  whom  it  was 
made.  It  is  signed,  as  would  appear  by  the  record  of  the  recorder's  office,  by  R.  L.  Nash.  This  is 
evidently  a  mistake  in  the  recording  clerk,  as  will  appear  by  the  deposition  of  Nash,  and  must  have 
proceeded  from  tlie  singular  manner  in  which  Ira  P.  Nash  signs  his  name,  as  Ira  P.  was  certainly  the 
person  who  made  the  survey.  The  original  survey  is  not  now  to  be  found.  It  appears  by  the  deposition  of 
Stephen  Jackson,  marked  F,  that  in  the  month  of  February,  1804,  he,  together  with  one  Stephen  Hancock, 
(who  was  dead  when  the  depositions  were  taken,)  ascended  the  Missouri  with  I.  P.  Nash  for  the  purpose 
of  making  surveys,  and  that  the  lowest  line  of  the  lowest  survey  made  to  his  knowledge  Avas  just  opposite, 
or  a  little  above,  the  mouth  of  Lamine  creek,  which  is  between  three  and  four  miles  in  a  straight  line  above 
Franklin.  ^  Jackson  further  states  that  he  saw  no  person  then  in  the  country  from  whom  Nash  could 
have  received  assistance  in  making  a  survey;  that  Nash  mentioned  the  names  of  those  for  whom  he 
made  the  surveys,  but  did  not  mention  that  he  made  any  for  his  brother,  William  Nash.  He  also  describes 
the  manner  of  making  the  surveys,  and  what  kind  of  compass  and  chain  Nash  used.  Take  now  Nash's 
own  deposition,  marked  G,  on  the  other  side  of  the  case,  taken  at  a  difl'erent  time  and  place,  and  see  how  it 
corresponds  with  other  statements.  First,  as  to  the  time  of  making  the  survey,  he  says  nothing  of  it  at 
the  beginning,  but  being  asked  directly,  he  refers  to  his  certificate  of  survey,  thereby,  as  he  may  suppose, 
avoiding  anything  like  direct  perjury.  (See  that  part  of  his  deposition  marked  Z.)  In  subsequent  parts 
ol  his  deposition  he  identifies  the  time  by  saying,  in  one  place,  he  did  not  "  communicate  the  thing  to  his 
imrtij,  Stephen  Hancock  and  Stephen  JacLvn;"  and,  in  another,  that  "  at  the  time  that  survey  was  made 
Stephen  Hancock  and  Stephen  Jackson  acted  as  chain-carriers  in  making  other  surveys.  It  must,  then, 
have  been  made  when  Jackson  was  with  him,  or  it  was  not  within  the  time  required  by  the  act  of 
Congress. 

You  will  see  that  Jackson  and  Nash  difl'er  in  their  description  of  the  compass  and  chain  used  by 
>ash,  and,  taking  Nash's  own  evidence,  the  matter  must  seem  improbable  that  any  survey  was  made  at 
the  time  he  mentions.  It  is  shown  by  his  own  deposition  that  his  return  on  the  plat  is  false.  He  says 
on  the  plut  that  the  survey  was  made  "according  to  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Carlos 
J)elKiuit  Delassus,  dated  March  5,  1800;"  in  his  deposition  he  says  "it  was  not  made  for  any  person,  but  to 
be  covered  by  a  claini  for  himself,  or  by  a  claim  owned  by  some  other  person  who  might  wish  to  lay  it 
tliere.      It  was,  therefore,  not  made  by  the  order  of  the  surveyor  general,  or  any  other  person,  or  by 
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virtue  of  any  coiicossion,  warrant,  or  ordor  of  survey.  It  apjicars  further  froni  liis  deposit imi,  "that  a 
chiini  was  laid  there  that  was  in  tlie  possession  of  AViiliain  Xash,  whii'h  he  liad  p\irehased."  NDw,  il  will 
appear  from  the  deeds  (copies  of  which  are  enclosed,  H,  I,  Iv  and  L,)  that  Deputy  sold  to  Don  St.  N'rain, 
on  February  5,  1804,  two  hundred  arpcnts  of  tiie  concession;  that  afterwards,  on  duly  20,  |S04,  De))uty 
sold  to  Tyson  two  hundred  arpents;  that  Tyson,  on  July  '21,  sold  to  Dejarlai  his  two  hundred  arpents,  and 
that  St.  Vrain,  on  the  same  day,  sold  si.\  hundred  arpent.s  to  Dejarlai;  and  tiiat,  on  the  same  day,  Dejarlai 
sold  the  whole  to  William  Js'ash.  The  deed  from  Deputy  to  St.  Vrain  appears  by  the  eo]iy  to  be  fnr  (inly 
two  hundred  arpents,  and  St.  Vrain  afterwards  sold  six  hundred.  How  they  manag-ed  it  I  knnw  nut,  but, 
admittino-  them  to  lie  correct,  I  thiidi  the  whole  most  clearly,  and  without  question,  contradict  Ira  I'. 
Nash's  dejiosition,  and  show  that,  if  a  claim  in  the  posse.ssion  of  William  Xash,  and  which  he  had 
purchased,  was  laid  where  he  had  made  his  pretended  survey,  it  must  have  been  in  duly,  1804,  and 
therefore  V>ad;  but  I  call  your  attention  to  tliese  deeds  once  more  before  I  dismiss  them.  You  lind 
William  Xash,  to  whom  this  land  was  coidirmed,  a  witness  to  them  all  but  the  one  ti.i  himself,  and  that 
three  of  them  are  dated  July  21,  1804.  This  was  a  time  when  it  was  necessary  to  nuike  haste,  and, 
according-ly,  we  find  by  Clark's  deposition,  marked  X,  that  on  July  22,  1804,  he,  together  with  Ira  Xash, 
William  Nash,  James  II.  Whitesides,  and  Daniel  Hubbard,  started  up  the  Missouri.  By  the  deposition  of 
Whitesidcs,  marked  0,  it  appears  they  started  sometime  in  the  month  of  July,  without  mentioning 
the  day,  but  as  William  Nash  is  witness  to  the  deed  on  the  21st,  it  must  have  been  after  that  time. 
Mention  is  made  in  Clark's  deposition  of  I.  P.  Nash  running  a  line  to  connect  a  survey  at  the  blufl"to  one 
on  the  river,  to  enable  him  to  make  a  correct  plat  of  what  he  had  once  done  before,  and  that  they  had 
failed.  He  speaks  of  Nash  marking  a  corner  on  three  percon  trees,  and  running  thence  down  the  river, 
and  of  his  stopping  because  he  was  not  getting  the  land  he  wanted.  This  corner  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case  now  before  you,  as  you  will  lind  that  it  was  less  than  a  mile  below  the  trading-house,  which  is 
shown  bj-  the  depositions  that  speak  of  its  distance  above  Franklin  to  have  been  at  least  two  miles,  and 
the  survey  pretended  to  be  made  by  Nash,  on  which  the  present  claim  rests,  was  commenced,  as  he 
himself  says,  a  few  rods  above  the  slough  that  discharged  its  waters  into  the  Missouri  river,  and  that 
said  slough  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  town  of  Franklin.  You  find,  further,  from  Clark's 
deposition,  that  the  part}-  came  down  to  the  mouth  of  a  slough  a  little  above  Franklin,  when  ^Villiam 
Nash  told  Clark  "that  he  had  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim,  and  he  would  locate  it  below  the  mouth  of 
the  discharge  or  slougli  above  mentioned,"  and  "that  Ira  Nash  then  went  from  the  company,  Imt  whether 
he  set  his  compass  or  run  a  lino  Clark  does  not  recollect,  but  sometime  afterwards  he  returned,  and 
mentioned  that  he,  William,  had  got  the  plum  orchard,  making  the  observation  to  his  brollur  William." 
It  appears  that  William  Nash  had  divers  eight  hundred  arpent  claims,  as  he  mentioned  no  less  than  three  to 
Clark.  It  appears  pretty  certain  that  Ira  Nash,  when  he  was  up  the  river  in  July,  1804,  was  engaged  in 
making  surveys,  and,  from  the  whole  evidence  thus  ofl'ered,  I  think  it  will  not  be  questioned  that  hisfralernal 
affeclion  for  VVilliam  Nash  has  carried  back  the  time  of  the  survey  on  which  this  claim  must  rest.  I  regret 
extremely  that  there  is  no  cause  now  pending  in  which  I  could  take  evidence  to  prove  Ira  Nash 
unworthy  of  belief  on  his  oath;  but  if  you  should  deem  such  evidence  material,  and  would  receive 
affidavits,  1  believe  they  can  be  procured.  The  cause  in  which  the  depositions  were  taken,  of  which  the 
enclosed  are  copies,  has  been  dismissed  by  the  plantitfs. 

Y'on  will  see  by  the  deposition  of  Chrisman,  marked  P,  that  he  [iretended  to  find  a  corner  of  beginning 
and  line  trees,  but  this  is  entirely  destroyed  by  tlie  second  deposition  of  William  Munro  and  of  Turner, 
marked  Q  and  R.  The  second  deposition  of  Daniel  Munro  jr.,  goes  as  far  as  it  possibly  can  to  show  Ira 
P.  Naslrs  vilhiny.  It  is  marked  S,  and  to  it  I  would  ask  your  attention.  It  is  there  shown  that  Ira  Nash 
himself  had  a  claim  of  four  hundred  arpents,  covering,  as  he  said,  my  improvement  and  that  of  Taylor, 
and  that  the  beginning  corner  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  slough  above  my  house,  marked  on  a  large 
walnut  tree.  It  is  further  shown  to  be  the  same  slough,  near  the  mouth  of  which  (,'hrisman,  tlio  deputy 
surveyor,  began  his  survey;  and  further,  that  this  conversation  was  in  the  year  1811.  Ira  Nash  himself 
oifercd  to  sell  the  land,  and  attcrwards  tuld  Munro  that  the  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  belonged  to 
William  Nash. 

The  person  who  obtained  the  enclosed  copies  of  the  depositions  forgot  to  procure  the  letter  and 
plat  mentioned  in  Canole's  deposition,  and  therefore  I  regret  it  is  entirely  useless.  If  you  could 
extend  the  time,  and  inform  me  of  the  fact,  I  could  send  a  copy  to  j-our  office.  I  shall,  lastly,  ask  you  to 
examine  the  deposition  of  Avery,  marked  T,  where  you  will  find  that  Ira  Nash,  after  claiming  a  four 
hundred  arpent  tract  at  the  saiiie  place,  was  bold  enough  to  avow  that,  it  not  being  special,  he  had 
removed  it,  and  located  the  land  with  another  claim;  this  deposition  is  marked  T.  Having  now  recited 
the  principal  facts,  I  leave  it  to  any  man  to  say  if,  from  the  testimony,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  brothers, 
William  and  Ira  Nash,  have  combined  to  defraud  the  United  States  out  of  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land. 
I  do  think  it  appears  most  manifest  that  no  survey  was  made  before  March  4,  1804,  and  I  can  only  account 
for  the  claim  being  embraced  in  the  report  of  "the  recorder  of  land  titles,  by  supposing  the  officer  who 
appeared  before  the  commissioners  ignorant,  as  he  must  have  been,  of  the  facts  here  detailed. 

The  case  resting  upon  evidence  so  very  lengthy,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  my  remarks  on  it.  I 
have  shown  the  maiiifold  contradictions  of  Nash's  own  evidence,  and  of  his  return,  as  it  appears  to  have 
been  recorded.  I  need  not  urge  upon  you  the  correctness  of  the  position,  that  letters  patent  may  be 
repealed  after  their  emanation,  on  account  of  fraud  in  obtaining  them.  Nor  do  I  suppose  it  necessary  to 
attempt  the  proof  of  a  position  so  evident,  as  that  the  same  fraud  would  vitiate  the  coidirmation  itself. 
The  law  under  which  I  claim  my  right  of  pre-emption  was  passed  on  the  same  day  witli  that  authorizing  the 
confirmation  of  claims  on  the  report  of  the  recorder.  If  the  land  was  not  on  that  day  "  rir/litfuUij  claimed 
by  another,"  shall  I  lose  the  benefits  intended  to  be  conferred  on  persons  standing  in  my  situation?  Shall 
I  not  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  combat  the  opposing  claim  ?  Or,  rather,  will  the  government,  when 
convinced  of  the  illegality  of  the  claim,  grant  a  patent  to  a  person  in  whose  hands,  as  against  the  gov- 
ernment, it  is  a  nullity?  "  I  humbly  hope  that,  after  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  enclosed  copies,  you  will 
with  me  conclude  that  the  claim  of  Nash  is  fraudulent,  and  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  patent.  I  have 
underscored  the  particular  parts  of  the  depositions  to  Avhich  I  wish  your  attention. 
AVith  the  highest  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SHADRACH  BARNES, 
By  II.  R.  GAMBLE. 
George  GRAn.\M,  Esq.,   Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office. 

P.  S. — Will  you  lie  kind  enough  to  inform  me  if  these  papers  arrived  in  time,  directing  to  St  Louis. 

HAMILTON    R.  GAMBLE. 
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Terkitobv  of  Missouri,  Norlhern  Circuit,  as: 

The  United  Slates  of  America  to  any  Justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Howard,  greeting  : 

We  rcposino-  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity  and  circumspection,  do  command  and  require 
that  YOU  ca^useto  come  before  you  William  Munroe,  I)anie]_  Munroe,  _ —  ^Mutcsides,  ^\\  lUiam 


touching'-  their  kn.i\vled"-e  of  anything  that  may  relate  to  a  certain  action  of  ejectment  now  depending  in 

our  said  court    between  Williain  V.   Rector  and  others,  plaintiffs,  and  the  said Barnes,  Shadrach 

Barnes  Williain  Ridgway,  and  William  Taylor,  who  arc  impleaded,  as  aforesaid,  defendants,  on  the  part 
of  the  said  defendants,  and  having  reduced  the  said  depositions,  so  by  you  taken,  as  aforesaid,  into  writing, 
you  send  the  same,  with  this  commission  enclosed,  under  your  seal,  to  our  said  superior  court,  with  all 

convenient  speed.  ,     ,  o^  t      •     .,  ■ 

Witness  the  honorable  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  esq.,  presiding  judge  of  our  said  court,  at  bt.  Louis,  this 
fifth  day  of  .September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  of  our 
independence  the  forty-third.       "  ^    ^    GARDNIER,  ,S.   C.  N.   C. 

Fkan'klix,  Howard  County,  December  16,  1818. 

Gextlemex:  Take  notice  that,  on  the  third  Monday  in  January  next,  being  the  eighteenth  day  of  the 
month,  we  shall  proceed,  at  the  house  of  David  Todd,  attorney  at  law,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  between 
the  hours  of  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  take  the  depositions  of  William 

Munro,   David  Munro,  jr., Whitesides,  William  Clarke,   James   Riggins,   Stephen  Jackson,   John 

Sneathen,  David  Kiiicaid,  Harrison  Jamieson,  and  Matthew  Kincaid,  and  others,  to  be  read  as  evidence 
in  a  case  of  ejectment,  brought  by  you  against  us,  and  John  Welch  and  James  Welch,  in  the  superior 
court  of  Missouri  Territory,  held  at  St.  Louis;  and,  at  the  same  place,  and  between  the  same  hours,  we 
shall  adjourn  from  day  to  day  thereafter,  if  necessary,  until  all  said  depositions  are  completed. 

JOHN  BARNES. 
SHADRACH  BARNES. 
WILLIAM  TAYLOR. 
WILLIAM  RIDGWAY. 
Messrs.  James  II.  Bexso.v,  William  V.  Rector,  Johx  W.  Scudder,  and  Joseph  Wiggixs. 

Jaxuarys  11,  1819. 

I  received  a  copy  of  the  within  notice,  as  attoruej'  in  fact  for  Joseph  Wiggins. 

GEORGE  TOMPKINS. 

HcwAED  CouxTY,  Territory  of  3Iissouri,  set : 

The  affidavit  of  David  Todd,  taken  this  5th  day  of  February,  1819,  who  states  that,  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  December  last,  he  delivered  a  true  copj'  of  the  within  notice  to  John  W.  Scudder,  William  V. 
Rector,  and  James  H.  Benson;  and,  also,  on  the  11th  day  of  January,  1819,  he  delivered  a  true  copy  of 
the  same  notice  to  George  Tompkins,  attorney  in  fact  for  Joseph  Wiggins;  and  that  said  four  named 
persons  reside  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  or  within  three  miles  thereof 

DAVID  TODD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  at  the  date  above  written. 

AUG.  STORRS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

TERRrroRY  OF  Missouri,  Howard  County,  to  idt : 

Be  it  known  that,  on  this  eighteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  at  the  office  of  David  Todd,  attornej'  at  law,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  between  the  hours  of  10 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county  and  Territory,  the  following  witnesses,  and  their  depositions  were 
then  and  there  taken  as  followcth,  before  me,  agreeably  to  a  dedimus  potestatem  hereunto  annexed;  and, 
also,  a  notice  annexed,  to  be  read  as  evidence  in  favor  of  Shadrach  Barnes,  Amos  Barnes,  William  Tajdor, 
and  '\^  illiam  Ridgwaj^,  in  a  suit  of  ejectment  pending  and  undetermined  in  the  superior  court  for  the 
northern  circuit,  held  at  St.  Louis,  in  said  Territory,  wherein  William  V.  Rector  and  others  are  plaintiffs, 
and  the  said  parties  first  above  named,  and  John  Welch  and  James  Welch,  are  defendants.     (N.) 

William  Clark  being  produced,  sworn  and  examined,  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  deposeth  andsaith 
that,_  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  thi.s  deponent  set 
out  from  Richard  Chitwood's,  about  four  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  river,  in  company  with  Ira 
Nash,  ^Villiam  Nash,  and  James  H.  Whitesides,  and  Daniel  Hubbard,  for  the  purpose  of  ascending  the 
Missouri  and  seeing  the  country;  on  the  way,  said  Daniel  Hubliard  obtained  a  canoe  and  returned  back. 
This  deponent  landed  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Lamine  creek,  and  went  with  said  Ira  Nash,  and  William 
Nash,  and  James  H.  Whitesides,  to  Barclay's  lick,  and  from  thence  to  Boon's  lick,  in  company  with  said 
two  Nasiies,  and  then  returned  again  to  Barclay's  lick.  From  thence  the  party  again,  being  joined  by 
said  "\\  lutesides,  returned  to  a  place  called  Prewitt's  trading-house,  a  small  distance  above  where  the  town 
of  I-rauklin  is  now  situate.  Ira  Nash  then  said  that,  being  up  here  sometime  before,  in  February,  he  had 
left  a  compass  in  a  hollow  tree,  and,  with  the  others,  went  to  hunt  it,  while  this  deponent  went  to  a  place 
called  Sulphur  lick  to  kill  deer,  agreeing  to  meet  said  party  the  next  day  at  Barclays  lick,  where  we  met 
accordingly,  said  party  bringing  said  compass.  Said  Ira  Nash,  together  with  this  deponent  and  William 
Nash,  then  went  to  run  a  line  from  one  survey  at  the  bluff  to  another  on  the  river,  for  the  purpose,  as  Ira 
Nash  said,  of  enabling  him  to  make  a  correct  plat  of  the  same,  or  of  what  he  had  once  done  before;  we 
run_  the  said  line  about  five  outs,  and,  coming  to  a  wet,  grassy  place,  we  were  obliged  to  relinquish  our 
design;  we  then  again  parted,  this  witness  by  land  to  hunt,  and  the  others  by  water,  to  meet  again  the 
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next  day  at  Prcwitt's  trading--housc,  which  wc  then  did.  Somcthinp:  less  than  u  mile  below  .said  tradiii!;-- 
house  said  Ira  Nash  marked  a  corner  on  thr(X'  percou  trees,  I'roni  which  curncr  we  commcnccil  luiiiiiiit;'  a 
line  down  the  Missouri  river,  and  ran  not  e.xceediiiy,-  live  outs,  wlieu  said  Ira  Xash  mrnlioucd  to  tiie 
company  that  he  was  not  getting'  the  land  which  ht'  wanted,  aud  sto])ped  ruuniuf;-.  Said  Ira  Nash  then 
went  back,  as  ho  said,  to  make  a  new  corner,  while  all  tiie  rest  of  the  comp.any  came  dowu  to  tlie  river 
to  the  mouth  of  a  slough  a  little  above  Franklin.  William  Nash  then  told  this  (lc|ioiient  that  he  hml  an 
eight  hundred  arpent  claim,  and  would  locate  it  below  the  mouth  of  this  discharge  or  slough  ahovc  men- 
tioned.    Ira  Nash  then  went   fr the  com])any,  but   whether  he  set  his  comimss  or   rau  a  line  with    it 

this  deponent  does  not  recollect,  liut  sometime  afterwards  he  returned,  and  mentioned  that  he,  William, 
had  got  the  plum  orchard,  making  the  observation  to  liis  brother  'William.     All  the  company  tlien  went 
down  the  river  to  a  large  spring  between  the  Ivocher  Perce  and  the  (Jrand  Monitoe,  and  William  Nash 
observed  that  he  had  an  eight  hundreil  arpent  claim,  which  he  would  lay  there,  but  this  deponent  does 
not  know  whether  any  corner  was  maile,  but  knows  that  no  lines  were  run.     The  company  tluMi  went  on 
down  the  river  until  they  came  in  sight  of  the  place  where  Cote  Sans  Desscin  now  is,  and  then  landed. 
William  Nash  then  said  that  he  would  lay  one  of  his  eight  hundred  arpent  (daims  in  that  place.     Ira  Nash 
then  set  the  compass,  intending  to  locate  it  in  an  oblong  form,  running-  np  the  river.     The  whole  of  the 
company'  then  again  descended  the  river,  and  I'eacla'd  the  jdace  from  which  th(;v  set  ntf  about  the  seven- 
teenth da}'  of  August,  in  tlu^  same  year. 
By  the  defendants: 
Queslton.  What  kind  of  compass  and  chain  was  used  b_y  Ira  Nash  at  the  times  above  named? 
Answer.  It  was  a  large  pocket  compass,  set  in  a  piece  of  wood,  and  having  wooden  sights,  aud  the 
chain  was  a  rawhide  tug,  and  perhaps  a  piece,  or  some  pieces,  of  rope  attached  to  it. 

Queslion.  AVhen  the  percou  trees  were  marked  as  corners,  aud   tlie  line  counuenced  ruiining,   who 
marked  the  line  trees  '! 

Ansfcer.  I  do  not  recollect. 
Question.  Did  you  see  the  lines  marked  at  all? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  saw  them  marked;  and   whether  they  were  marked  at  all  or  not 
I  cannot  say. 

Question.  IIow  far  from  the  river  were  these  percon  corners  ? 
Answer.  About  live  or  six  poles. 

Question.  At  the  time  William  Nash  talked  of  laying  his  claim  below  the  slough,  do  you  recollect  of 
any  claim  by  one  of  the  company  being  set  up  to  the  land,  and  what  passed  ? 
Answer.  I  heard  of  none. 

Question.  At  or  near  the  percon  corners,  were  yon  shown,  by  any  of  the  companj',  any  corner  or  lines 
marked  which  were  made  at  any  time  previous  to  that  when  you  were  there  ? 
Answer.  I  saw  none,  neither  heard  any  of  tlie  company  mention  any. 
Question.  IIow  far  did  Ira  Nash  make  the  corners  on  tlie  percon  trees  from  Barclay's  lick  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly,  but  it  was  on  the  Missouri,  below  said  trading-house,  and  we  then 
called  it  six  or  seven  miles. 

Question.  IIow  far  from  Barclay's  lick  did  he  commence  to  run  the  line  to  connect  the  two  surveys 
you  lirst  spoke  of? 

Answer.  It  was  at  or  very  near  the  lick. 

Question.  Did  Ira  Nash  qualify  any  chain-carriers  or  a  marker  when   he  pretended  to  commence  a 
survey,  or  did  he  not  ? 

Ansicer.  He  did  not  when  I  was  with  him. 

Question.  How  far  was  the  place  Ira  Nash  was  hunting  his  compass  from  the  corner  he  made  on  the 
percon  trees  ? 

Answer.  He  started  froni  the  trading-house,  to  hunt  his  compass,  towards  the  slough  altovo  mentioned, 
but  I  do  not  know  the  distance. 

Que.^lion.  How  far  do  you  think  the  percon  trees  marked  as  a  corner   are  from  the  slough  where 
William  Nash  said  he  would  lay  his  claim  ? 

Answer.   At  that  time  we  called  it  about  three  miles  from  said  trading-house  to  the  slough,  and  said 
percon  trees  are  between  three-quarters  of  a  mile  and  a  mile  below  the  trading-house. 

Que.stion.  Were  any  corners  made  about  the  mouth  of  the  slough,  or  between  the  percou  trees  and 
the  mouth  of  the  slough  ? 

Ansiver.  I  saw  none  made,  neither  saw  any  at  all. 

WILLIAM  CLARK. 


F. 

Stephen  Jackson,  also  being  sworn  at  the  same  time,  deposcth  and  saith  that  in  the  month  of 
February,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  this  deponent,  in  company  with  Stephen  Hancock  and 
Ira  Nash,  set  out  for  a  place  called  Hancock's  bottom,  about  thirty  miles  above  St.  Charles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascending  the  Missouri  and  making  some  surveys,  said  Stephen  Hancock  and  myself  being  then 
employed  by  said  Ira  Nash  for  that  purpose.  We  made  several  surveys  while  engaged  in  the  expedition, 
and  the  lower  line  of  the  lowest  survey  that  we  made  was  just  or  very  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of 
Lamiue  creek.  After  completing  said  surveys,  we  went  to  a  trading-house  called  Frew's  trading-house, 
and  remained  there  about  two  or  three  days.  Said  Ira  Nash  then  hid  his  compass  in  a  hollow  cotton-wood 
tree  near  said  trading-house,  and  all  the  company  set  off  home.  In  passing  down,  passed  through  a  prairie 
about  one  mile  northwest  from  Franklin,  and  returned  home  between  the  fifth  and  tenth  day  of  March  in 
the  same  year. 

By  the  defendants: 

Question.  In  what  manner  were  the  surveys  of  said  Ira  Nash  made  ? 

Ansiver.  Said  Nash  carried  the  compass  and  took  the  course,  and  said  Hancock  and  myself  carried 
the  chain,  this  deponent  blazing  the  lines. 

Question.  How  far  above  Franklin  is  the  lower  line  of  the  last  survej'  j'ou  made  ? 

Ansicer.  Between  three  and  four  miles  in  a  straight  line. 


828  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  534. 


Queslion.  Did  you  see  anj'  people  in  this  country  from  whom  said  Nash  could  obtain  assistance  in 
making  his  surveys  except  the  coinpaiiy  that  came  up  with  him  ? 

Ansirrr.  I  did  not. 

Quc><lion.  Do  you  know  of  his  making  any  corners  after  lie  left  the  trading-house  ? 

Angim-.  I  do  not.  w 

Question.  Were  the  company  ever  separated  so  that  Nash  could  have  executed  a  survey  where 
Franklin  now  stands  without  vour  knowing  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  to  answer  the  question.  He  could  not  have  done  so  until  after  we 
came  to  the  trading-house,  and  I  do  not  riglitly  reccjllect  about  that.  We  were  there  two  or  three  days 
doing  nothing. 

Question'.  Whilst  at  the  trading-house  did  you  hear  Nash  say  anything  about  making  further  surveys? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Que.-^lion.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  trip,  hear  Ira  Nash  say  that  he  had  any  surveys  to  make 
for  his  brother,  AVilliam  Nash? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  recollect  at  this  time. 

Question.  The  survey  that  he  executed,  did  he  not  let  you  know  the  names  of  those  for  whom  he  did  it  ? 

Ansicer.  He  made  one  survey  for  Barclay,  one  for  Hyacinthe,  one  for  Baraboo,  and  one  for  Allen,  and 
one  for  himself,  as  he  told  tiiis  deponent,  and  I  recollect  no  other. 

Question.  How  far  above  Franklin  is  Frew's  trading-house  ? 

Ansieer.  Not  exceeding  two  miles. 

Question.  Is  Stephen  Hancock  alive  or  dead  ? 

Answer.  He  is  dead. 

Question.  Will  you  describe  the  chain  and  compass  ? 

Answer.  The  compass  was  a  pocket  compass,  set  in  a  piece  of  wood,  and  having  wooden  sights,  and 
the  chain  was  a  piece  of  a  rope  and  a  tug  joined. 

Queslion.  Do  you  kn(nv  whether  Ira  Nash  was  ever  in  this  country  before  February,  1804? 

Answer.  He  was  never  to  my  knowledge,  and  from  what  he  told  me  then  I  am  satisfied  he  was  not. 

This  deponent  is  of  lawful  age,  and  further  saith  not. 

STEPHEN  JACKSON. 

The  above  depositions  of  William  Clark  and  Stephen  Jackson  were  severally  sworn  to  and  subscribed 
before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Ibiward  county,  Missouri  Territory,  on  this  eighteenth  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen;  and  a  further  examination  of  witnesses  is  hereby  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  of  the  clock,  at  the  same  place;  of  which  adjournment  George  Tompkins 
and  Kobert  Wash,  being  present  during  the  examination,  had  notice. 

AUG.  STORES,  J.  P. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  met  at  the  same  place  for  the  further  examination  of  witnesses,  and,  between 
the  hours  of  10  in  the  forenoon  and  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  following  depositions  were  taken.     (0.) 

James  II.  Whiteside,  being  sworn  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Howard  county,  deposeth  and 
saith  that  in  tlie  month  of  July,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  this  deponent,  in  company  with 
Ira  Nash,  William  Nash,  and  William  Clark  ascended  the  Missouri  and  landed  opposite  the  mouth  of 
Lamine  creek,  about  the  first  of  Aug'ust  in  the  same  year.  The  object  of  this  deponent  in  coming  to  this 
place  was  to  obtain  a  hcadrig-ht  under  the  Spanish  government.  From  the  mouth  of  Lamine  we  went  to 
a  place  called  Barclay's  lick.  This  deponent  was  engaged  in  improving  a  place  for  Mr.  Barclay,  while 
both  the  said  Nashes  went  to  survey,  as  they  said,  although  this  deponent  did  not  see  them  survey.  On 
the  river,  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Lamine,  said  Ira  Nash  made  an  improvement  by  deadening  some 
trees  and  planting  some  corn,  in  which  this  deponent  assisted  him.  This  deponent  was  not  engaged 
particularly  in  survej'ing  with  said  Nashes,  and  knows  nothing  of  their  surveying  more  until  they  arrived 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Grand  Osage,  where  William  Nash  said  that  he  would  lay  an  eight  hundred  arpent 
claim.  Several  years  ago  this  deponent  saw  AVilliam  Nash,  who  told  him  that  he  was  living  or  about  to 
settle  at  the  Grand  Osage,  on  the  claim  above  mentioned.  I  believe  this  is  all  I  know  relative  to  the 
Cise. 

By  the  defendants : 

Question.  IIow  often  had  William  Nash  and  Ira  Nash  been  in  this  country  before? 

Ansicer.  I  understood  that  Ira  Nash  had  been  here  once  before,  and  that  William  Nash  had  never 
been  in  the  Territory  before;  and  I  lived  only  one  mile  and  a  half  from  said  Ira  Nash. 

Que.ition.  Did  Ira  Nash  or  William  Nash  mention  anything  of  William  Nash  having  surveys  here 
before  tliat  time? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  either  of  them  make  any  corners  between  Barclay's  lick  and  Franklin  ? 

Ansicer.  I  saw  nothing  of  the  kind  except  the  improvement  before  mentioned. 

Queslion.  Were  you  present,  or  do  j-ou  know  anything  of  any  percon  trees  being  marked  as  corners  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  of  it;  neither  was  I  present. 

Queslion.  Where  you  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  slough,  near  Franklin,  did  you  see  Ira  or  William 
Nash  make  or  mark  any  corners  there? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not,  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  Willi;im  Nash  say  that  he  had  any  claim  at  or  near  that  place  ? 

An.'iwer.  Not  to  my  recollection.  The  deponent  further  adds  that  if  he  was  present  when  the  percon 
trees  were  marked  he  has  totally  forgotten  it,  but  is  tirmly  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  not  present. 

Question.  When  you  were  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  the  slough,  as  aforesaid,  did  you  hear  either  Ira 
or  William  talk  of  having  surveyed  as  low  down  as  the  mouth  of  the  slough  while  you  were  at  work  at 
Barclay's  lick  ?  . 

Ansicer.  I  recollect  no  such  conversation. 

J.  H.  WHITESIDE. 

William  Clark  claims  two  days'  attendance  and  mileage  for  two  hundred  miles,  and  one  dollar  for  his 
terriages.  James  II.  Wliiteside  likewise  claims  for  two  days'  attendance  and  mileage  for  four  hundred 
miles,  and  one  dollar  for  his  ferriages. 

AUG'S  STORKS,  J.  P. 
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Daniel  MiiiivdC,  alsobrinp;  duly  swum  cm  tlio  same  day,  (lc|Hisi'lh  ami  sailli  tliat  Ijl  tlio  inuiilli  nf  .laiiuary 
or  February,  in  the  year  eifi'liteen  lunidreil  and  eleven,  Sliadraeh  IJarnes  nmved  to  tiie  place  where  Franklin 
now  is,  and  immediately  enmmeueed  elearinj^-  a  tield  wliieli  he  enclosed  with  a  {j^ood  rail  fence,  and  raised 
about  lifteen  acres  of  corn  during-  the  ensuing  summer,  which  he  pathereil  in  the  fall;  and  said  Sliadraeh 
Barnes  has  lived  on  tlie  same  place  every  year  since,  except  when  forted;  ami  has,  as  this  depdnciit  believes, 
raised  corn  thereon  every  j-ear  since,  excei)t  since  the  town  of  Fraidvlin  was  laid  olV  liiereun.  Said  ilarnes 
did  not  move  his  family  to  the  place  above  mentioned  until  June  in  tiie  said  year,  eii;'htecii  hundred  and 
eleven;  and  further,  this  deponent  says  that  William  Taylor  moved  to  the  place  when-  he  now  lives, 
together  with  his  family,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  and  during  the  sunnner  of  the  same 
year  raised  several  acres  of  corn,  and  has  continued  to  live  on  and  cultivate  the  same  place  every  year 
since,  except  when  necessarily  comjielled  to  live  in  the  fort  for  two  or  three  years  at  intervals;  and  both 
said  Barnes  and  said  Taylor  at  this  time  reside  on  the  places  where  they  first  settled;  and  further, 
William  Ridgway  likewise  settled,  in  the  j'car  eighteen  hundre<l  and  twelve,  on  the  Missom-i,  below  where 
Franklin  now  is,  with  his  family,  and  in  the  same  year  raised  about  five  acres  of  corn,  and  has  continued 
to  live  on  and  cultivate  said  place  every  year  since,  except  when  obliged  by  Indian  hostility  to  live  in  the 
fort;  also,  Amos  Barnes,  in  the  j-ear  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  raiseil  about  three  or  four  acres  (jf 
corn,  and  settled  in  the  same  year  on  the  ground  where  Franklin  now  is,  together  with  his  family,  and 
built  a  house  on  the  same  place  in  the  same  year;  and  this  dep<inent  likewise  saj's  that  on  Friday  last, 
the  15th  instant,  he  showed  to  George  Jackson,  county  surveyor  of  Howard  county,  the  centre  of  the  four 
above-mentioned  improvements  as  they  were  situated  in  the  said  j'ear  of  eighteen  huiulred  and  twelve, 
or  as  near  the  centre  as  he  could  recollect,  and  all  said  improvements  are,  to  the  personal  knowdedge  of 
this  deponent,  in  township  number  forty-eight  north,  of  range  number  sixteen  west  of  the  lifth  princiiial 
meridian;  ^\'illiam  Taylor's  said  imprcivenients  are  on  the  northeast  (piarter  of  section  number  six,  and 
William  Ridgway's,  Amos  Barnes",  and  Sliadraeh  Barnes'  said  improvements  arc  on  the  southwest  (piarter 
of  section  number  five,  except  as  to  Shadrach  Barnes'  said  improvement  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven, 
which  extended  into  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  number  six.  Further,  in  the  spring  of  tiie  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen  this  deponent  was  in  company  when  Horatio  Chrisman,  a  deimty  surveyor 
of  the  United  States,  commenced  survej'ing  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  of  William  Nash,  this  deponent 
only  hearing  that  the  claini  was  of  that  size,  and  including  the  town  of  Franklin,  or  a  part  thereof.  Ira 
Nash  went  with  said  surveyor  to  show  the  corners  or  beginning,  and  was  unable  to  find  a  corner,  saying 
that  it  had  been  marked  on  a  walnut  tree.  Said  party  then  established  a  corner  above  the  slough,  and 
about  one  and  a  half  chain  from  the  Missouri,  by  marking  two  or  three  trees  with  an  axe.  Said  surveyor 
then  took  a  course  from  said  corner,  running  north  twenty  degrees  west,  as  this  deponent  understood,  and 
had  the  line  marked  out  by  blazing  the  trees  near  it.  The  party  continued  running  on  said  lino  until  they 
were  stopped  in  Mr.  Welcher's  field,  and  desisted  from  running  any  further. 
By  the  defendants: 

Question.  Did  you  )iay  particular to  find  a  marked  corner  or  marked  line? 

Answer.  I  looked  for  a  corner,^  but  could  find  none  except  the  one  then  made;  and  as  to  line  trees,  I 
looked  for  none. 

Question.  Did  Ira  Nash  or  any  one  of  the  company  find  a  marked  corner  or  marked  line  tree? 

Attswer.  If  they  found  any  I  did  not  know  it.     This  deponent  is  of  lawful  age,  and  further  saitli  not. 

DANIEL  MUNROE,  Jr. 


B. 

Harrison  Janiieson,  also  being  sworn  on  the  same  day,  deposeth  and  saith  that  this  deponent  was  in 
this  country  in  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven  and  twelve,  and  knew-  the  situation  of  the  improvements 
near  Franklin  during  those  years,  and  this  deponent  knew  Shailrach  Barnes,  William  Taylor,  and  William 
Ridgway,  residing  on  their  places  near  or  adjoining  Franklin,  and  each  of  them  to  raise  corn  thft'con, 
and  to  live  thereon  with  their  families  during  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve  and  thirteen,  except 
when  occasionall}'  in  the  fort;  likewise,  he  knew  Amos  Barnes  in  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve  to  cultivate 
a  field  of  corn  between  the  fields  of  Shadrach  Barnes  and  William  Ridgway;  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
January  instant,  in  company  with  Daniel  Muuroe,  jr.,  this  deponent  showed  to  George  Jackson,  county 
surveyor  of  Howard  county,  the  centre  of  each  of  the  above-mentioned  improvements  as  they  were  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve;  William  Taylor's  improvement  is  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  number 
six,  and  William  Ridgway's  and  Amos  Barnes'  improvements  are  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
number  five;  and  Shadrach  Barnes'  said  improvement  is  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  number  five,  and 
extending  over  to  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  number  six,  all  in  township  number  forty-eight,  in  range 
number  sixteen  west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Missouri.  And  this 
deponent  is  of  lawful  age,  and  further  saith  not. 

HARRISON  JAMIESON. 


C. 

William  ^lunroe,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  same  day,  deposeth  and  saith  that  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  eleven  Shadrach  Barnes  built  a  house,  and  raised  about  fifteen  bushels  of  corn,  and  lived  in 
said  house  with  his  family  during  said  year;  said  improvement  was  on  the  ground  where  Franklin  no%y  is, 
and  where  said  Shadrach  Barnes  now  lives.  In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve  this  deponent 
personally  knew  AVilliam  Taylor,  William  Ridgway,  and  Amos  Barnes,  each  of  them,  to  make  separate 
improvements,  by  raising,  each  of  them,  several  acres  of  corn  in  fields  enclosed  with  a  rail  fence,  and  like- 
wise knew  each  of  them  to  build  houses  and   inhabit  them  with  their  families  during  the  same  year — said 


830  PUBLIC   LANDS  [No.  534. 


Amos  Barnes  on  the  ground  where  Franklin  now  is,  and  the  others  on  quarters  adjoining  said  town  of 
Franklin.  In  the  spring  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen  this  deponent  was  present  where  Horatio 
Chrisman,  a  deputy  surveyor  (.f  the  United  States,  together  with  others,  was  engaged  in  running  out  or 
surveying  a  claim," including  a  part  of  Franklin,  and  belonging,  as  this  deponent  understood,  to  William 
Nash."  When  assembled  at  liie  supposed  place  of  beginning,  Shadrach  Barnes  called  on  this  deponent 
and  others  to  examine  and  see  if  they  could  find  any  marked  corner  or  lines,  and  this  deponent,  on 
e.xaraining,  cnuld  find  no  corner  or  lincs'marked;  neitiier  heard  of  any  being  found  at  the  time  except  those 
then  made.'    This  deponent  is  of  lawful  age;  and  further  saith  not. 

'  WILLIAM  MUXROE. 

The  foregoing  dejjositions  of  James  II.  Whiteside,  Daniel  Munroc,  jr.,  Harrison  Jamieson,  and  William 
Munroe  were^severally  subscribed  by  them,  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Howard 
county,  at  tiie  time  of  taking  the  same,  and  at  the  place  above  named;  and  said  depositions,  and  the 
fin-ef-oing  ones  of  William  Clark  and  Stephen  Jackson,  are  herewith  enclosed,  annexed  to  the  dedimus 
issued  fol-  the  taking  thereof.  Witness  my  hand  this  19th  day  of  January,  in  tlie  year  one  thousand  eight 
Ijuudred  and  nineteen. 


Justice's  fees,  paid  by  defendants,  six  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 


AUG.  STORES,  J.  P. 
A.  S.,  J.  P. 


P. 

Depositions  of  witnesses  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  the  hours  of  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and 
six  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  at  the  office  of  Augustus  Storrs,  in  the  town  of  Franklin 
and  county  of  Howard,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  a  dedimus  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  a 
certain  cause  now  depending  in  the  superior  court  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  for  the  northwestern 
circuit,  between  William  A.  Rector  and  others,  plaintiffs,  and  Shadrach  Barnes  and  others,  defendants, 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  directed  to  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Howard,  in  said  Territory. 

Horatio  Chrisman,  of  lawful  age,  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  defendants, 
deposeth  and  saith  that — 

By  the  defendants : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  more  than  once  surveyed  William  Nash's  Spanish  claim  at  Franklin  ? 

Answer.  I  have  run  the  lines  around  it  twice. 

Question.  Had  you  a  copy  of  an  old  survey  at  that  time? 

Ansicer.  I  had  no  old  survey,  but  acted  under  an  order  of  survcj'  from  General  Rector,  surveyor 
general.  — 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  corners  of  said  survey  at  that  time  ? 

Ansicer.  I  saw  many  marked  trees  at  that  time  which  1  supposed  to  be  the  corner  of  the  beginning. 

Question.  Where  was  that  beginning  ? 

Ansu-er.  Immediately  west  of  the  first  slough  bank  putting  into  the  river  above  Franklin,  about  half 
a  mile  above  said  town. 

Question.  Did  you  speak  in  a  former  deposition  of  lined  trees  marked;  and,  if  so,  on  what  line  were 
they,  and  how  were  they  marked  ? 

Answer.  On  the  first  line  running  north  twenty  west,  magnetic  meridian,  I  discovered  some  marked 
trees  six  or  eight  feet  west  of  me,  which  were  blazed  on  each  side. 

Question.  Who  was  with  you  when  j'ou  saw  said  marked  trees  ? 

Answer.  As  well  as  I  can  recollect,  there  were  William  V.  Rector,  James  H.Benson,  Shadrach  Barnes, 
Mr.  Roland,  and  some  others. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  those  marks  ? 

Answer.  Not  particularly;  I  only  saw  them. 

Question.  How  old  were  those  marks  ? 

Ansu-er.  I  did  not  examine  them  particularly,  and  do  not  know  how  old  they  were. 

Question.  Do  you  think  those  marked  trees  were  a  line  of  a  survey  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  cannot  tell;  they  were  running  the  same  course  which  I  run. 

Question.  Might  they  not  have  been  the  blazes  of  some  path  or  road? 

Aimver.  I  do  not  know;  I  did  not  suppose  them  to  be  at  that  time. 

Question.  How  many  marked  trees  did  you  see  at  that  time  on  said  line  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  several  near  the  beginning,  and  others  near  or  about  half  a  mile  from  the  corner, 
towards  William  Taylor's  house,  south  and  west  of  said  house. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  those  marked  trees  where  you  began  your  survey  as  a  corner;  and  if  so, 
how  were  they  marked  ? 

An.wer.  That  place  was  shown  to  me  as  the  place  of  beginning,  where  said  marked  trees  were.  They 
were  marked  diflerent  ways,  some  being  notched  and  some  blazed. 

HORATIO  CHRISMAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  on  this  8th  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  1819.  ^  ^  y  • 

AUG.  STORRS,  J.  P. 
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S. 

Daniel  Munro,  jr.,  being"  prodnccd,  swnrn,  and  examined,  and  liein^j;  nl"  lawful  a,i;-c,  <Ic|i.isctli  and  s.aitli 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants — 
By  defendants: 

Que.^lioii.  Were  you  along  when  Horatio  Chrisnian  rnn  the  lines  of  ^\^illianl  Nash's  S|ianish  grant  at 
Franklin? 

Answer.  I  was  along. 

Question.  Did  Shadraeh  Barnes  partienlarly  eall  on  you  to  notici>  for  any  marks  or  cornei-s  at  that  time'.'' 

Ansicer.  He  did  eall  on  the  eompany,  g-enerally,  to  notiee. 

Question.  IJid  you  particularly  notice  to  see  marked  trees  at  the  beginning,  or  on  tlie  line? 

Answer.  I  did  notice  both  at  the  beginning  and  on  the  line,  but  saw  none. 

Question.  Have  you  not,  since  that  time,  been  called  to  notice  again? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  On  the  second  examination  did  you  disc(jver  any  old  marks  on  thi'  line  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  none  which  appeared  older  than  tlie  line  lirst  run  by  Horatio  Cln-isman. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Ira  Nash  relative  to  the  ipuintity  of  land  included 
in  the  Spanish  location  at  Franklin;  and  if  so,  what  was  it? 

This  question  was  objected  to  liy  Mr.  Tomi)kins,  plaintifl's"  attiirney,  but  it  is  considered  tliat  the 
answer  be  inserted. 

Answer.  I  have  had  conversation  on  that  sul_>ject  with  Ira  Nash,  and  he  told  me  that  he  Ijad  a  claim 
of  four  hundred  arpents,  including  Shadraeh  ]5arnes'  and  William  Taylor's  improvements. 

Question.  Did  he  state  where  the  beginning  corner  of  said  four  hundred  arpent  claim  was  ? 

Answer.  He  did,  and  told  me  that  the  beginning  corner  was  marked  on  a  large  walnut  tree  at  the 
mouth  of  a  slough,  above  Mr.  Shadraeh  Barnes'  house. 

Question.  Was  that  the  slough  at  the  mouth  of  which  Horatio  Chrisnian  began  the  survey  of  the  eight 
hundred  arpent  claim  at  the  time  you  mentioned  looking  for  marked  trees  ? 

Ansu'er.  I  know  of  no  other  slough  which  would  be  included  by  a  four  liundreil  arpent  claim,  including 
Barnes'  and  Taylor's  improvements. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  the  cimversation  you  mentioned  take  place  with  Ira  Nash? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  at  that  time  whether  the  said  land  was  claimed  by  him,  the  said  Ira 
Nash,  or  by  his  brother,  William  Nash  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  his  saying  that  it  was  his  brother  William  Nash's  land  at  that  time,  but 
Ira  Nash  then  oii'ered  it  for  sale. 

Question.  Did  you  after  that  time  hear  Ira  Nash  say  that  the  said  four  hundred  arjient  claim  did 
belong'  to  his  brother,  William  Nash;  and  if  so,  at  what  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  his  saying  that  the  said  four  hundred  arpent  claim  belonged  to  William 
Nash,  but  he  has  since  told  mo  that  the  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  belonged  to  William  Nash. 

DANIEL  MUNRO,  Jr. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  September  8,  1819. 

AUG.  STORES,  J.  P. 


Q. 

William  Munro,  of  lawfid  age,  being  produced   and  sworn  on  the  part  of  tlio  defendants,  dcposeth 
and  saith — 

By  defendants: 

(Question.  Were   you  present  at  any  time   when  Iloratio  Chrisman   surveyed   the   Spanish  grant  at 
Franklin  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  that  survey  made  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  made  in  May  or  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Question.  Were  you  called  upon  at  that  time  by  Shadraeh  Barnes  to  notice  for  marked  trees  at  the 
beginning  corner,  or  on  the  line? 

Answer.  1  was. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  marked  trees  or  marked  corner? 

Answer.  I  saw  none. 

Que.stion.  What  course  did  they  run  from  the  place  of  beginning  ? 

Answer.  They  run  nearly  a  north  course. 

Qkiestion.  Did  you  see  any  marked  trees  at  that  time  ? 

Ansicer.  1  saw  none  except  tliose  then  marked. 

(fiiestion.  Have  you  ever  examined  since  at  the  corner  and  on  said  line;  and  if  so,  did  you  see  any 
marked  trees  at  the  corner  or  on  said  line  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  none  except  two,  which  appeared  to  have  been  marked  about  seven  years  before,  and 
did  not  run  with  the  line,  and  being  about  liaU'  a  mile  from  the  begi«ning  corner. 

Question.  Were  not  there  marked  trees  on  a  wagon  road  leading  to  the  Weed's  prairie? 

This  question  was  objected  to  by  the  plaintifl's'  attorney  as  a  leading  question. 

Answer.  There  is  a  road  now  running  near  where  said   marked  trees  then  were,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  any  road  was  there  then  or  not. 

Question.  Are  not  those  marked  trees  in  the  direction  the  road  now  runs,  and  nearly  at  right  angles 
to  the  said  line? 

Answer.  They  arc. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Ira  Nash  touching  said  .Spanish  claim  at  Franklin; 
and  if  so,  what  was  it  ? 
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riiis  question  was  alsp  objected  to  by  plaintiffs'  attorney. 

■Inswer.  1  have  had  conversation  witli  him  in  eighteen  hundred  and  el 

nish  claim  tjeffinninpr  at  the  slouK'h  above  where  Franklin  now  is,  and 

.     .        •  •  -1      1  1  .'i    ,    „i.„:.   ■ r 1 1 J    ,„,.*., 
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Answer.  1  have  had  conversation  with  him  in  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven.  He  told  mo  that  he  had 
a  Spanish  claim  tjeginiiing  at  the  slough  above  where  Franklin  now  is,  and  running  out  to  a  grassy  slough, 
cornering  at  a  stake  in  said  slough,  and  containing  lour  hundred  arpents. 

Question.  In  what  direction  and  how  far  is  the  grassy  slough  from  the  Missouri  river  V 

Answer.  It  is  between  thrce-cniarters  and  a  mile  from  the  Missouri  river,  in  nearly  a  northeast  direc- 
tion, and  it  does  7iot  communicate  with  said  river. 

Question.  Was  the  corner  at  which  Ira  Nash  said  his  four  hundred  arpent  claim  commenced  the  same 
at  which  Horatio  Chrisman  began  his  survey? 

Anstrer.  It  was. 

Question.  On  which  side  of  the  beginning  line  did  Shadrach  Barnes  and  William  Taylor  live  ? 

Answer.  On  the  east  side. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Ira  Nash  say  that  William  Nash  had  any  part  in  the  four  hundred  arpent 
claim  :' 

Ansu-er.   I  diil  not. 

(^luestion.  Dill  you  ever  Iiear  Ira  Nash  offer  to  sell  the  four  hundred  arpent  claim  as  his  own? 

Answer.  I  heard  him  say  that  he  would  sell  it. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mc  on  September  8,  1819. 


WILLIAM  MUNRO. 


AUG.  STORES,  J.  P. 


After  taking  the  foregoing  depositions,  it  being  late  in  the  evening,  and  it  being  stated  in  the  notices 
to  the  plaintiffs  that  the  depositions  would  be  taken  from  day  to  day,  if  necessary,  it  is  considered  that 
an  adjournment  take  place  till  to-morrow  morning,  September  9,  at  the  hour  of  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
of  said  day. 

AUG.  STORES,  J.  P. 


11. 

At  the  hour  of  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  this  the  ninth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1819,  pur- 
suant to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  I  again  commenced  the  examination  of  witnesses  touching  this  suit. 

Talton  Turner,  of  lawful  age,  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  defendants, 
deposeth  and  saith  that — 

By  the  defendants: 

Question.  Are  you  a  deputy  surveyor  under  the  surveyor  general  of  this  Territory? 

Ansiver.  I  consider  myself  as  such. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  run  around  the  lines  of  William  Nash's  Spanish  claim  at  Franklin  ? 

Answer.  I  have  begun  at  the  beginning  corner  as  established  by  Horatio  Chrisman,  and  run  the  west, 
north,  and  east  boundaries. 

Que.<<tion.  Did  you  see  anj-  marked  line  or  corner  trees;  and  if  so,  describe  them  and  the  age  of  the 
marks  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  fjur  corners,  and  trees  marked  from  each  corner,  as  established  by  Horatio  Chrisman 
on  the  west  boundary  line  from  the  beginning.  I  saw  blocks  cut  of  the  trees,  by  which  the  marks  appeared 
to  be  from  two  to  eight  years  old.  The  marks  which  appeared  to  be  eight  years  old  did  not  run  appar- 
ently with  the  line  which  I  run,  but  run  east  and  west.  One  mark  cut  out  appeared  to  be  four  years  old, 
and  was  in  range  with  my  line.  I  followed  the  said  west  line  from  the  beginning  about  fifty  or  sixty 
chains,  and  saw  blocks  cut  out  of  all  the  most  ancient  marked  trees,  and  only  one  mark  appeared  to  be  so 
old  as  eight  years. 

Question.  Will  you  describe  the  corner  trees,  and  the  marks,  and  the  age  of  the  marks? 

An.swer.  I  know  of  no  corner  trees  except  those  I  saw  made  on  the  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  a 
little  above  the  first  slough  abf)vc  Franklin,  by  Horatio  Chrisman,  or  under  him  by  his  company,  in  the 
last  of  May  or  first  of  June,  1817.  The  marks  on  the  trees  were  large  blazes  facing  a  stake  on  the  bank 
of  the- river,  marked  with  letters  and  figures  made  with  a  marking  iron. 

Question.  Were  you  with  Horatio  Chrisman  when  he  made  the  survey  of  William  Nash's  claim  at 
Franklin,  and  did  you  see,  or  did  he  show  the  company,  any  marked  trees,  and  at  what  time  did  he 
survey  it  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  company  with  him  when  he  made  the  beginning,  and  went  with  him  on  the  west 
boundary  lino  about  one  mile,  where  he  was  stopped  for  that  day  by  John  Welch.  I  saw  no  marked  line 
or  marked  trees,  neither  did  Mr.  Chrisman  point  out  any  to  me,  nor  do  I  know  that  he  did  to  any  of  the 
company.  Said  survey  was  made  by  said  Horatio  Chrisman  in  the  latter  part  of  spring  or  first  of  summer, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Question.  Were  you  called  on  by  Shadrach  Barnes,  when  Horatio  Chrisman  first  made  the  survey  of 
said  claim  at  Franklin,  to  notice  for  the  beginning  corner  and  marked  lines,  and  did  you  see  any? 

Answer.  I  was  asked  by  Shadrach  Barnes  to  go  with  him  to  the  place  where  Horatio  Chrisman  was 
about  beginning  his  survey.  I  looked  and  examined  for  marks  at  the  corner  and  on  the  line,  but  saw 
none  except  what  I  have  before  described. 

TALTON  TUENER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  on  September  9,  1819. 

AUG.  STORRS,  J.  P. 

Jeremiah  Murphy,  being  pniduced,  sworn,  and  examined,  and  of  lawful  age,  deposeth  and  saith — 

By  the  defendants: 
Question.  Were  you  present  when  Horatio  Chrisman  surveyed  Nash's  Spanish  claim  at  Franklin  ? 
Ansvxr.  I  was  present. 
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Question.  Did  Sliadrach  Barnes  call  on  you  to  obsorve  for  marked  trees  or  eorncrs  ? 

Anam'i:  lie  called  me  as  one  of  tiie  company,  calling-  the  company  f;-enerally  to  observe. 

Quc.'itiun.  Did  you  take  partii'ular  notice,  and  did  you  sec  any  marked  trees  at  the  cnrner  nv  un  the 
line? 

Ansuvr.  I  saw  nunc  excepting'  those  marked  tiiat  da}'. 

Qiavfion.  IIow  far  did  you  g'o  with  the  surveyor  from  the  corner;  and  in  what  j-ear  was  the  survi'y 
made  ? 

Answer.  I  went  with  them  about  tln-ee-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  beginning  corner;  and  the  survey 
was  made  about  two  years  ago,  the  last  of  May  ur  lirst  nf  last  June. 

JEREMIAH  +  MCRl'llY. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  on  this  Oth  dav  of  September,  in  the  year 
1S19. 

AUG.  STORRS,  J.  1'. 

The  foreg'oing  depositions  of  Horatio  Clirisman,  Daniel  Munro,  William  Munm,  Talton  Turner,  and 
Jeremiah  Murphy,  were  taken,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed,  and  reduced  to  writing,  before  me,  Augustus 
Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  on  the  eighth  and  ninth  days  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen, 
between  the  hours  often  of  the  clock  in  the  forennon  and  six  of  the  clock  in  the  alternoon  of  said  days,  at 
the  office  of  Augustus  Storrs,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  in  Howard  county,  in  the  Territury  of  Missouri,  and, 
together  with  the  notices  and  dcdinius,  are  sent  inider  seal  to  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  for  the 
northern  circuit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  ilth  day  of  September,  1819,  at  Frard^lin. 

[l.  s.J  '  "  AUG.  STUKRS,  Ji^.s/Kvo/'/ZicPcacv. 

Justices'  fees,  five  dollars  eighteen  and  one-fourth  cents;  paid.  Constables'  fees  in  serving-  subpcenas 
on  witnesses,  six  dollars  eig-hty-seven  and  a  half  cents;  paid. 

AUG.  STORRS,  J.  P. 

Charles  Canole,  of  lawful  age,  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined,  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  on 
this  second  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  deposeth  and  saith  tliat  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eig-hteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  on  his  way  down  Holston  river,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  in  a  boat,  on  his  way  to  the  Missouri  Territory,  William  Nash  came  on  board  this 
deponent's  said  boat,  on  the  said  river  Holston,  and  wrote  a  few  lines,  requesting-  this  deponent  to  deliver 
the  same  to  Mr.  Barnes,  living  in  Missouri  Territory,  at  Boon's  lick,  which  lines  this  deponent  delivered 
to  Sliadrach  Barnes  during-  the  ensuing-  November,  near  said  Barnes'  dwelling-house,  and  read  the  same 
to  the  said  Sliadrach  Barnes.  Said  William  Nash,  in  said  letter  or  writing,  notified  said  Shadracli  Barnes 
that  he,  Nash,  had  been  informed  that  said  Barnes  had  settled  on  a  piece  of  land  claimed  by  said  Nash; 
and  that  he,  Nash,  gave  said  Barnes  the  said  notice,  so  that  he,  Barnes,  niiglit  not  be  taken  unawares. 
On  my  way  to  Boon's  lick  I  stopped  at  the  house  of  John  E.  Allen,  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis,  and, 
in  conversation  with  said  Allen,  this  deponent  informed  hiiu  that  he  had  a  letter  from  William  Nasli  to 
Mr.  Barnes.  Said  Allen  then  informed  this  deponent  that  he  had  William  Nash's  papers,  and  that  he 
would  send  a  copy  of  the  plat  of  said  land  by  this  deponent  to  said  Barnes,  which  he  did  do;  and  this 
deponent  delivered  the  said  plat  to  said  Barnes  at  the  same  time  of  delivering  the  letter  above  mentioned. 
This  deponent  has,  at  the  time  of  giving  in  this  his  testimony,  examined  said  letter  and  plat,  being  to  him 
produced  by  said  Shadrach  Barnes,  and  well  knows  them  to  be  the  same  that  were  sent  by  Nash  and 
Allen,  by  this  deponent,  to  Shadrach  Barnes.  This  deponent,  at  the  time  of  g-iving-  this  testimony,  has 
marked  said  letter  with  the  letter  A,  and  said  plat  with  the  letter  B,  and  has  seen  them  hereunto  annexed 
to  his  deijositiou.     And  further  saith  not. 

CHARLES  CANOLE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  on  this  2d  day  of  October,  1819. 

AUG.  STORRS,  J.  P. 


George  Avery,  of  lawful  age,  being-  produced,  sworn,  and  examined,  on  this  second  day  of  "October, 
1819,  deposeth  and  saith  that  sometime  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  as  well  as  this  deponent 
recollects,  he  met  with  William  Taylor  and  Ira  Nash  at  the  house  of  David  Briant,  near  Charette  village, 
and  heard  William  Taylor  say  to  said  Ira  Nash  that  he  liad  been  gone  six  months,  and  had  made  four 
hundred  arpents  of  land,  and  that  he,  Nash,  had  better  go  and  stay  six  months  longer.  Said  Nash  then 
observed  that  he  had  a  four  hundred  arpent  claim  where  William  Taylor  lived  that  was  not  special,  and 
that  he  had  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  that  was  special,  and  that  he  meant  to  remove  his  eight 
hundred  arpent  claim  to  the  place  where  the  four  hundred  arpent  claim  was,  on  which  William  Taylor 
lived. 

Question  by  defendants.  Did  you  hear  Ira  Nash  say  that  he  had  laid  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim 
on  the  place  where  William  Taylor  now  lives,  before  or  since  the  conversation  you  mentioned  before? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  Ira  Nash  say  that  he  had  laid  an  eight  hundred  arpent  claim  there. 

his 

GEORGE    y.  AVERY. 

mark. 

The  aforeo-oing-  depositions  of  Chai-les  Canole  and  Georg-e  Avery  were  taken,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed, 
and  reduced  to  writing,  before  me.  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  on  the  '2d  day  of  October,  1819, 
between  the  hours  of  ten  of  the  clockiu  the  forenoon  and  six  of  tlie  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  at 
the  office  of  Augustus  Storrs,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  in  Howard  county,  and  Missouri  Territory,  and, 

VOL.  IV 105  c 
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together  witli  the  dedimus  and  notices,  and  other  depositions,  as  by  the  notices  and  certificates  affixed  will 
appear   are  sent  under  the  seal  of  the  clerk  of  the  .superior  court  for  the  northern  circuit. 

Given  undt-r  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Franklin,  this  second  day  of  October,  1819. 

Fj^  g  1  AUG.  UTORRS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


G. 

Depositions  (jf  witnesses  produced,  sworn,  and  examined,  on  tlie  thirty-first  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  ciK-liteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  the  hours  of  seven  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and 
si-K  of  the  chick  in  tlie  afternoon  of  that  day,  at  tiie  liouse  of  John  McMichle,  in  the  Rocher  Perce  bottom, 
in  the  county  of  Howard,  in  .Missouri  Territory,  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within 
and  for  tlie  county  of  Howard  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  a  deiUmus  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  a 
certain  cause  now  depeniliug  in  the  superior  court,  in  the  northern  circuit  of  said  court  for  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  between  ^Viilianl  V.  Hector  and  otliers,  plaintifls,  and  Shadrach  Barnes  and  others,  defendants,  on 
the  part' of  the  plaintiffs,  directed  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  of  Howard 
aforesaid: 

Ira  P.  Nash,  of  lawful  age,  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  deposeth 
and  saith  that  he  commenced  making  a  survey  a  few  rods  above  the  slough  which  discharges  its  waters 
into  the  Missouri  river;  that  said  slough  is  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  town  of  Franklin,  in 
Howard  C(]unty,  and  tliat  said  beginning  of  said  survey  was  very  near  the  Missouri  river,  and  opposite 
the  island  in  the  Missouri  nver,  above  Franklin. 
By  the  plaintifls: 

Question.  For  whom  did  you  make  this  survey? 

Answer.  1  made  that  survey  for  no  person,  but  to  be  covered  by  a  claim  for  myself,  or  by  a  claim 
owned  by  some  other  person  who  might  wish  to  lay  it  there. 

Question.  Wiiose  claim  was  laid  there  ? 

Answer.  A  claim  in  possession  of  William  Nash,  which  he  had  purchased. 

Question.  Tell  what  you  know  of  the  claim;  that  is,  from  whom  it  was  purchased,  and  from  whom  it 
was  derived  ? 

Answer.  It  originated  from  Joseph  Deputy  or  Baptiste  Presee,  but  I  do  not  certainly  know  from  which 
of  the  two;  but  I  think  William  Nash  purchased  it  from  Antoine  Dejarlai. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  show  the  beginning  of  that  survey  to  any  one  since  ?    If  you  did,  tell  to  whom. 

Ansirer.  I  showed  the  place  of  beginning  first  to  William  Clark.  James  Whitesides,  and  W^illiam  Nash; 
and  in  the  month  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  if  I  recollect  right,  I  showed  the  place  of  beginning 
to  Abraluim  Barnes;  but  the  tree  had  then  fallen  into  the  river,  as  I  suppose,  on  which  the  corner  was 
made,  it  being  tiien  seven  years  after  the  making  the  original  survey.  I  think  in  May,  some  one  or  two 
years  since,  I  showed  tlie  same  place  to  Horatio  Chrisman  at  the  time  he  was  about  to  resurvey  it  by 
order  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Missouri  Territory,  as  said  Chrisman  told  me. 

Que.'^tion.  Do  any  jiersons  live  on  the  land  included  in  that  survey  ?     If  any  do,  tell  who  they  are. 

Answer.  It  would  be  a  very  tough  thing  for  me  to  tell  that;  the  people  in  Franklin  live  on  it,  and 
William  Taylor  likewise. 
By  defendants: 

Question.  Was  the  survey  made  previous  to  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
four? 

Ansiver.  I  refer  to  nij'  certificate  of  survey  to  ascertain  that. 

Question.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  recollect  the  month  in  which  the  survey  was  made  ? 

This  question  was  objected  to  by  the  plaintifls,  and  overruled. 

Question.  Who  were  the  chain-carriers  and  markers  when  the  survey  was  made  ? 

Answer.  What  chaining  and  marking  was  done  was  done  by  myself. 

Question.  Were  any  persons  in  company  at  that  time;  and  who  were  thej'  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  alone,  and  ran  only  part  of  two  squares  of  the  survey,  and  called  for  the  balance;  nor 
did  I  communicate  the  thing  to  my  company,  Stephen  Hancock  and  Stephen  Jackson. 

Question.  Did  you  show  any  marked  tree  to  William  Clark  and  James  Whitesides,  to  whom  you  said 
you  showed  the  place  of  beginning  ? 

Ansirer.  I  did  not  call  their  attention,  but  made  additional  marks  at  the  time  they  were  in  companj' 
with  me;  and  I  believe  thej-  understood  that  to  be  the  place  of  beginning. 

Que.'ttion.  Was  the  original  marked  tree  then  standing  ? 

Answer.  It  was.  i 

Question.  What  kind  of  compass  had  you  ? 

An.-iirer.  It  was  a  compass  having  a  perfect  circle,  and  degrees  marked  on  the  edge;  also  a  needle, 
being  on  a  pivot,  so  well  balanced  that  neither  end  depressed,  and,  when  perfectly  horizontal,  one  end 
pointed  north  and  the  other  south,  as  I  suppose.  It  also  had  uprights  at  each  extreme  end  that  projected 
from  the  circle,  through  wliicii  there  were  certain  crevices  or  slits  through  which  I  could  see  and  take  an 
object. 

Question.  W^as  it  a  pocket  compass  with  wooden  sights  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  pocket  compass  or  not;  if  it  was  a  pocket  compass,  it  was 
larger  than  I  would  wisli  to  carry  in  my  pocket.     It  had  wooden  sights. 

Question.  Wliat  kind  of  chain  did  you  use  when  you  made  that  survey  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  two-pole  chain,  agreeably  to  French  or  Spanish  measure,  and  made  of  genuine 
Louisiana  hemp. 

Qui'stwn.  Was  it  the  same  with  which  you  made  the  survey  in  company  with  Stephen  Jackson  and 
Stephen  Hancock  ? 

Answer.  I  carried  but  one  chain  with  me. 

Question.  Did  you  mark  more  than  one  corner  when  you  made  the  survey  ? 

Answ^'r.  Only  one;  and  that  was  the  bourne  meillien,  or  what  I  suppose  would  now  be  called  the 
middle  station  iu  tlie  line. 
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QuC!!/ion  hi/  Ihf  plainlijf't!.  When  yoii  made  tho  survoy  abovo  spoken  of,  were  you  a  surveyor  :i|i)Miinte(l 
under  law  lor  sueh  purposes  ? 

^-l?!s!C)T.  I  was  appointed  by  the  surveyor  ^i^eneral,  Antnine  Soulanl,  who  has  sMnctinucd  ;lI1  mv  rctui'iis 
as  his  dejiuty. 

Question  by  df^frndatit^.  At  the  time  that  survey  was  made,  did  Steiihen  .larUsdii  ami  Slcphi'ii  Han- 
cock act  as  your  cliain-carriers  in  making-  other  survey.s  'i 

Answi'i:  Yes. 

1.  r.  NASII. 

Territory  of  Missouri,  Count  ij  of  Howard,  to  irit  : 

The  aforegoing-  deposition  of  Ira  F.  Nash  was  taken,  reduced  to  writing-,  sworn  and  subscrilioii  by 
the  said  deponent,  before  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county,  at  llit^  house  of 
McMichle,  in  the  Rocher  Perce  bottom,  in  the  said  county  and  Territory,  on  this  thirty-lirst  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  between  the  hours  of  seven  o'clock  in  tho  fore- 
noon and  six  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  and  are  herewith  enclosed  and  sent  to  the 
clerk  of  the  superior  court  for  the  northern  circuit,  agreeablj'  to  the  direction  of  the  dedimus  issued  fur 
the  taking  of  said  deposition. 

AUGUSTUS  STORRS,  J.  P. 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  Callaway,  i^d: 

I,  Irvine  0.  Hockaday,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  county  alViresaid,  do  hercbj'  certify 
that  the  foregoing  thirty-nine  pages  contain  true,  perfect,  and  complete  copies  of  the  depositions  therein 
named,  the  said  depositions  being  filed  in  a  suit,  the  papers  of  which  are  in  my  office,  Itetween  William 
V.  Rector  and  others,  plaintifi's,  and  Shadrach  Barnes  and  others,  defendants,  (iiven  under  my  hand  this 
8th  day  of  November,  1823. 

IRVINE  0.  HOCKADAY. 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  Callaway,  sd  : 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Irvine  0. 
Hockaday,  clerk  of  the  circuit  for  the  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  thirty-nine  pages 
contain  true  and  complete  copies  of  the  depositions  therein  named,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge.  Given 
under  my  hand  this  8th  day  of  November,  1823. 

WHARTON  R.  MOORE,  J.  P.  C.  C. 


D. 

Dn.  Cs.  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  c/overneur  de  la  Haute  Louisiane  : 

Monsieur:  Joseph  Departy  a  I'honneur  de  vous  exposer  que  residant  dans  ce  [lays  depuis  longtems  il 
desire  y  former  un  etablissement  en  consequence,  il  a  recours  aux  boutes  de  ce  gouvernement  pour  qu'il 
vous  plaise  lui  accorder  un  morceau  de  terre,  de  huit  cents  arpents  en  superlicie,  a  prendre  sur  la  terre 
vacante  du  domaine  du  Roy,  dans  I'endroint  qui  paraitra  le  plus  convenable  aux  interests  de  votre  sup- 
pliant qui  espere  cette  grace  de  votre  justice.     St.  Louis,  3  Mars,  1800. 

JOSEPH  +  DEPARTY. 

marque. 

Sn".  Luis  de  Illinois,  5  Marzo,  1800. 
Como  estamos  asegurdos  vue  el  supte.  los  medios  suficientes  para  hazer  valer  los  ticrras  que  solicita 
le  concede  para  el  y  sus  hereferos  la  etierra  qe.  solicitar  si  no  perjudice  a  nadie  y  el  agor.  Dn.  Anto.  Sou- 
lard,  pondra  al  interesado  en  posesion  de  la  cantidad  de  tierra  que  pide  en  un  sitio  vacante  del  domo.  real, 
lo  que  evacuado  formara  piano  entregando  a  la  parte  este  y  certilicacion  para  que  le  serva  a  obtener  el 
titulo  en  forma  del  senor  intendente  general,  a  quien  corresponde  privativamente  por  real  orden  el  repar- 
tir  y  conceder  toda  clase  de  tierras,  &ca. 

CAPlLOS  DEHAULT  DELASSUS. 


Je  soussigne,  Joseph  Departy,  sons  ma  marque  ordinaire,  et  en  presence  de  temoins  soussignes  recon- 
nais  avoir,  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  comme  par  ces  presentes  je  vend,  cede,  quitte, 
transports  et  abandonne,  au  sr.  Jaques  Lassus  de  St.  Vrain,  tons  les  droits,  titre,  action,  possession,  et 
propriete,  que  j'ai  sur  la  concession  de  terre  ci-dessus  pour  lui,  enjouer,  disposer,  vendre,  ou  aliener,  a  sa 
volente  ses  heritez  ou  ayant  cause,  aux  clauses  et  condition,  que  le  dit  sr.  J'ques  Lassus  de  St.  Vrain,  en 
fairee  faire  I'arpantage  a  ses  frais  et  depens  pour  son  compte  et  risque  qu'il  faira  tons  les  fraix  a  ce  neces- 
saire  et  qu'il  ma  donner  a  deux  cent  arpents  de  terre  superticie,  de  la  dite  concession,  quitte,  et  net  de  toutc 
depence,  lequels  deux  cent  arpents  je  prendrai  dans  le  lien  on  la  dite  concession  an  la  ete  arpentee  sans 
cependant  nuire  en  aucune  maniere  au  reste  de  la  dite  concession  et  pour  ca  les  dits  deux  cents  aqients, 
seront  designes  sur  le  plan  figuratif  pur  une  ligne  que  I'on  livera  sur  I'un  des  cotes  du  dit  plan.  Fait  et 
passe  a  St.  Louis  des  Ilinois,  le  cinq  du  mois  de  Fevrier,  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent  quatre. 

JOSEPH  +  DEPARTY. 

marque. 

Temoins:  Albert  Tison. 
Wm.  Nash. 
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SURVEY. 


I  do  certify  that  the  above  survey,  stated  in  plat  to  be  made  by  me  in  the  month  of  Febniaiy,  1804, 
according  to  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  March  5,  1800, 
which  I  will  attest  wherever  need  shall  require. 

E.  L.  NASH,  D.  S. 


Received  for  record.    St.  Louis,  February  28,  1806. 


ANTOINE  SOULAED,  S.  G.  T.  L. 


FIRST   DEED. 

Je  soussigne,  Joseph  Departy,  sous  ma  marque  ordinaire,  et  en  presence  des  temoins  soussigne,  re- 
connais  avoir,  vendu,  ced^,  quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  comme  par  ce  present,  je  vend,  cede,  quitte, 
transporte  et  abandonne,  ces  a  present  comme  pour  toujours  au  sieur  Albert  Tison  acquereur,  pour  lui  les 
tiens  ou  aj'ant  causes,  la  quantite  do  deux  cents  arpents  de  terre  en  superficie,  lesquels  deux  cents  arpents 
font  partie  d'uue  concession  de  huit  cents  arpents  qui  m'a  hik  accorde  par  Dn.  Chs.  Dehault  Delassus,  It. 
gov'eur  de  la  Haute  Louisiane,  eu  dattc  du  cinq  Mars  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent:  partie  de  laquelle  concession 
j'ai  vendu,  au  Sr.  J'ques  Lassu  de  St  Vrain,  qui  en  A  le  litre  m'etant  cette  quantity  de  deux  cents  arpents, 
pour  enjouir,  &c.,  ;l  ma  volontf;  en  vertu  de  quoi  la  presente  vente  est  faite  et  passe  pour  le  prix  et 
Bomme  de  soixante  et  dix  piastres,  la  quelle  somme  le  dit  Sr.  Albert  Tison,  m'a  presentement  payee  comp- 
tant  et  pour  laquelle  je  lui  donne  pleine  et  cntiere  quittance  au  moyen  de  quel  payement  je  me  desiste, 
demets,  renonce  et  abandonne,  touts  les  droits,  titres,  actions,  possession  et  propriete,  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite 
terre  sans  en  rien  retenir  ni  rescrver,  je  les  vend,  cede,  quitte,  transporte,  au  dit  Sr.  Albert  Tison,  pour 
par  lui  les  tiens  ou  ayant  causes,  enjouir,  disposer,  vendre  ou  alienor,  d,  sa  volonte  comme  propriete  a  lui 
appartenante,  promettant  et  m'obligcant,  de  ratifier  la  presente  vente  par  devant  un  juge  competant, 
aussitot  que  j'en  serai  requis,  fait  a  passe  a  St.  Ferdinand,  le  vingt  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet,  de  I'an  mil 
huit  cent  quatre. 


Temoins:  Jaq.  St.  Vrain. 
William  Nash. 


JOSEPH  ><  DEPARTY. 

marque. 


K. 


SECOND    DEED. 


Je  soussigne,  Albert  Tison,  et  en  presence  des  temoins  soiissignds,  reconnais  avoir,  vendu,  cedd, 
transporte  et  abandonne,  comme  par  ces  presentes  je  vend,  cede,  quitte  et  transporte,  au  Sr.  Antonio  De- 
jarlaix,  ai  acquereur  pour  lui  les  tiens  ayant  causes^  (luantite  do  deux  cent  arpents  de  terre  en  superficie, 
lesquels  deux  cent  arpents  font  partie  d'une  concession  de  huit  cent  arpents  qui  a  ete  accordfe  au  Sr.  Joseph 
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Departy,  par  Dn.  Cliarli's  Dchatilt  Delassiis,  lioutouant  g-fiuvcniour  do  la  Haute  Lcniisianc,  en  ilatte  dii  ciin| 
de  Mars,  mil  luiit  cent,  ct  aci]uit  par  inoi,  Albert  Tisoii,  du  Sr.  Joseph  J)e|)arty,  eii  datte  dii  viii-gi  de  Jiiil- 
let,  de  I'an  mil  Imit  cent  <iuatre.  La  preseiite  I'aite  et  passe  pour  le  jirix  et  sunime  de  sciixaute  el  dix 
gourdes,  laquelle  somme  le  Sr.  Aiitoiue  Dejarlaix  m'a  preseutemeiit  pay(;e  ('(im]itaiit  el  ]iciur  lai|uelles<immo 
je  lui  donue  pleiue  et  ciitiere  ciuittaiiee  au  iiKiyen  de  (piel  payenieut  je  desistt;  de.  tons  les  droits,  (>t  titres, 
et  possessions,  que  j'ai  snr  la  ditc  terre,  sans  en  rieii  retenir  ni  rcserver,  je  Ics  vend,  ced<',  i|iiilti'  el  trans- 
porte,  au  dit  Antoiiie  Dejarlaix,  pour  lui  les  siens  ou  ayant  causes,  enjouer  en  disposer,  vemlrc,  MJicner,  a 
sa  volonte  comme  proprietc',  a  lui  appartenantc.  Les  presente  vente  i'aite  et  passive,  sans  anenn  i-ecdurs 
quelconques  m'oblig-eant  sentt'nient  de  la  ralilier  pardevant  un  juge  competant  dans  le  eas  ou  j'en  servuis 
fait  et  passe  ;i  IVau  I'roide,  le  vingt  et  uiiieme  jour  du  mois  de  Juillct,  de  I'au  mil  liuit  C(-'iit.(juatre. 

TISUN. 
Temoius:    J'ques  pe  St.  Vk.mx. 
William  N.\sii. 


THIRD    DEED. 

Je  soussigne,  Jacques  de  St.  Vraiu,  et  en  presence  des  tcinoins  soussignes,  je  rccoiinais  avoir,  vendu, 
cede,  quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  conimc  par  les  preseutcs  je  vend,  cede,  quitte  et  transporte,  au  Sr. 
Aiitoine  Dejarlaix,  aecjuereur,  pour  lui  les  tieus  ou  ayant  causes,  la  quantite  do  dix  cents  arpents  de  terro 
en  supertieie,  lesquels  dix  cents  ari)ents  font  partly  d'une  concession  de  liuit  cents  arpents  qui  :l  (ite  ac- 
corde  au  Sr.  Joseph  Departy  par  Dn.  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  lieutenant  gouverueur  de  la  Haute 
Louisiane,  en  datte  de  ciuq  de  Mars,  mil  huit  cent,  et  acquit  par  moi,  Jacques  de  St.  Vrain,  du  dit  Sr. 
Departy,  eii  datte  du  cinq  de  Fevrier,  mil  huit  (juatre.  La  ]iresente  ventc;  faite  et  passee  pour  le  prix  et 
somnie  de  cent  vingt  gourdes,  laquelle  sonmie  le  Sr.  Antoine  Dejarlaix,  in  a  presentemeut,  payee  comp- 
tant  et  pour  laquelle  somme  je  lui  donne  pleiue  et  entiere  iiuittance  uu  moyen  de  quel  payementje  mo 
desiste  de  tous  les  droits,  et  titres,  et  possessions,  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  .sans  en  rien  retenir  ui  reserver, 
je  les  vend,  cede,  quitte,  et  transporte,  au  dit  Antoine  Dejarlaix,  pour  lui  les  tiens  au  ayant  causes  en 
jouir  eu  disposer,  vendre,  aliener  k  sa  volonte  et  comme  propriete'  a  lui  appartenante,  la  presente  vente 
faite  et  passe  sans  aucuu  recours  quelconques  m'obligeaut  seulement  de  la  ratilier  pardevant  un  juge  com- 
petant dans  le  cas  ou  j'en  serais  requis  fait  et  passe  a  niou  habitacion,  le  vingt  et  unieme  jour  du  mois  do 
Juillet,  de  I'an  mil  liuit  cent  quatrc. 

sa 

ANTOIXE  «    DEJARLAIX. 

marque. 

JACQUES  St.  VRAIN. 
Temoins:  Albert  Tison*. 
Wir.  N.iSH. 

State  of  Missorai,  Sf.  Louis,  November  18,  1823. 

Truly  copied  from  hook  B,  page  (504)  five  hundred  and  four  and  following,  remaining  in  the  office  of 
the  recorder  of  laud  titles  for  the  present  State  of  Missouri,  of  which  I  certify. 

M.  P. 


M. 


FOURTH    DEED. 


Je  soussigne,  Antoine  Dejarlaix,  en  presence  des  temoins  soussignes,  reconnais  avoir,  vendu,  cede, 
quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  comme  par  ces  presentes  je  vend,  quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  au  Sr. 
William  Nash,  acquereur,  la  quantitu  de  huit  cent  arpents  de  terre  en  supertieie,  lesquels  huit  cent  arpents 
proviement  d'une  concession  qui  a  ete  accorde  par  Dn.  Clis.  Dehault  Delassus,  It.  gouvr.  de  la  Haute 
Louisiane,  au  Sr.  Joseph  Departy,  en  datte  du  cinq  Mars,  de  Pan  mil  huit  cent,  les  dits  huit  cent  arpents 
de  terre,  nous  provcnant  d'uue  part,  du  Sr.  Jacques  de  St.  Vrain,  qui  en  a  acquit  dix  cents  ariients  de 
terre,  du  Sr.  Joseph  Departy,  et  m'en  a  passe  la  vente  en  datte  du  dix  huit  Juillet,  de  Fan  mil  huit  cent 
quatre,  d'autre  part  du  Sr.  Albert  Tison,  qui  en  a  acquit  deux  cents  arpents  du  Sr.  Departy,  m'en  a  passe 
la  vente  en  datte  du  vingt  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent  quatre,  laquelle,  quantite  formant  ensemble  huit  cent 
arpents  reuni  en  un  seul  titre,  en  vertu  de  quoi  la  presente  vente  est  faite  et  passee,  pour  le  prix  et  somme 
de  deux  cent  gourdes,  laquelle  somme  le  Sr.  William  Natclic  m'a  presentemeut  payee  comptant  et  pour 
laquelle  somme  je  lui  donne  pleine  et  entiere  quittance  au  moyen  de  quel  payement  je  me  desiste  de  touts 
le  droits,  titre,  action,  propriete,  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  sans  en  rien  retenir  ni  reserver,  je  lui  donne 
pleine  et  entiere  quittance  au  moj-en  de  quel  payementje  me  desiste  de  touts  les  droits,  titre,  action,  pro- 
priete, que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  sans  eu  rien  retenir  ni  reserver  je  les  vend,  cede,  quitte  et  transporte,  au 
Sr.  William  X^atoho,  pour  lui  les  siens  oil  ayant  cause  en  jouer,  disposer,  vendre  ou  aliener,  a  sa  volonte 
comme  projiriete  a  lui  appartenante.  La  preseute  vente  faite  en  passee  sans  aucun  recours,  m'obligeant 
sentement  de  la  ratilier  pardevant  un  juge  competant  aussitot  que  j'en  serai  requis,  fait  et  passe  a  Teau 
froide,  le  vingt  unieme  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet,  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent  quatre. 

ANTOINE  DEJARLAIX. 

Antoine  Deo. 

Albert  Tison. 

Jacques  de  St.  Vrain. 

St.  Louls,  llissovri,  November  18,  1823. 

Truly  copied  from  liook  B,  page  (505)  five  hundred  and  five  and  following,  remaining  in  the  office  of 
the  recorder  of  laud  titles  for  the  present  State  of  Missouri,  of  which  I  certify. 

M.  P.  LEDUC. 
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No.  1. 
Land  Office,  FrankUn,  3fissouri,  December  11,  1823. 

We  do  liprohy  certify  tliat  Pluulrach  Barnes,  James  Barnes,  and  William  Taylor,  of  Howard  county, 
Missouri  applied  "for  thc'purehase,  \>y  right  of  pre-emption,  of  fractional  section  No.  6,  and  part  of  frac- 
tional secticm  No.  5,  in  fractional  township  No.  48  (N.  M.)  of  range  No.  16  west  of  the  fifth  principal 
nieri.lian-  and  that,  in  support  of  their  claim,  they  produce  satisfactory  evidence  of  having  inhabited  and 
cultivated  said  land  prior  to  April  12,  1814;  and  that  a  certificate  of  purchase  would  have  been  granted 
them  had  it  not  apjieared  on  th<^  maps  that  the  greater  part  of  said  fractional  sections  were  covered  by  a 
Spanish  grant  claimed  bv  William  Nash  under  Joseph  Deputy. 

JOHN  MILLER,  Register. 

T.  A.  SMITH,  Beceiver. 


No,  8. 

General  Land  Office,  December  30,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of ,  transmitting  evidence  in  support  of  the  claims  of  J.  Barnes  and  others  to 

a  pre-emption  right  in  townships  48  and  49  north,  of  range  16  west,  and  tending  to  invalidate  the  claim  of 
William  Nash,  under  Joseph  Deputy,  to  the  same  land,  as  a  Spanish  grant,  required  by  my  letter  of  the 
20th  September  last  to  S.  Barnes,  was  received  on  the  24th  instant. 

When  I  give  a  decision  on  the  claim  I  wish  to  have  all  the  evidence  before  me,  and  I  have  therefore 
requested  the  recorder  of  land  titles  to  furnish  me  with  copies  of  all  the  papers  in  his  oflSce  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Nash;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  all  the  evidence  you  may  wish  to  have 
taken  in  consideration  when  the  decision  is  made,  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  received. 

Any  evidence  furnished  prior  to  the  1st  of  April  next  will  then  be  examined. 
I  am,  sir, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Hamilton  R.  Gamble,  Esq.,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


General  Land  Office,  December  30,  1823. 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  copies  of  all  the  papers  in  your  ofiSce  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  William  Nash,  under  Joseph  Deputy,  for  800  arpents,  situated  in  townships  48  and  49  north,  of  range 
16  west,  as  soon  as  convenient. 
I  am,  &c.. 


Frederick  Bates,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  Land  Titles  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


GEO.  GRAHAM. 


No.  9. 

Office  of  the  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  St.  Louis,  January  26,  1824. 

Sir:  I  send,  as  required  by  your  letter  of  30th  ultimo,  copies  of  all  the  papers  in  the  claim  of  William 
Nash,  under  Joseph  Deputy.  The  proceedings  of  the  late  commissioners  will  be  found,  page  326  of  the 
registry  of  rejections,  in  the  General  Land  Office.  When,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  of  April  12,  1814,  I 
took  up  this  claim  for  examination,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  board  had  given  authenticity  to  the  survey 
as  having  been  made  in  proper  time;  and  it  was  selected  under  that  act  for  confirmation. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  BATES. 
Hon.  George  Graham,  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office. 

Record  Book  B,  page  502,  and  following. 

William  Nash  claims  800  arpents  of  land  situated  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  river  Missouri, 
granted  to  Joseph  Departy,  by  Dn.  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  March  5,  1800;  200  arpents  aforesaid  to  James 
St.  Vrain,  and  the  remainder  to  Albert  Tison,  by  said  Tison  and  St.  Vrain  to  Antoine  Dejarlais,  and  by 
him  assigned  to  this  claimant. 

Dn.  Cs.  Dehault  Delassus,  lieut.  gouverneur  de  la  Haute  Louisiane: 

Monsieur:  Joseph  Departy  a  I'honneur  de  vous  exposer  que  rdsidant  dans  ce  pays  depiiis  longtems,  il 
d(5sire  y  former  un  (itablissement;  en  const^quence  il  a  recours  aux  bontes  de  ce  gouv(Jrnement  pour  qu'il 
vous  plai.se  lui  conceder  un  morceau  de  terre  de  huit  cent  arpents  de  superficie  aprendre  sur  la  terre  vacantes 
du  domaine  du  Roy,  dans  I'endroit  qui  pariatra  le  plus  convenable  aux  interets  de  votre  supt,  qui  ose 
esptirer  cette  grace  de  votre  justice.     St.  Louis,  le  3  Mars,  1800. 

sa 

JOSEPH  +  DEPARTY. 

marque 

Sn.  Luis  de  Illinois,  5  de  Marzo,  1800. 

Como  estamos  asegnrados  que  el  supte.  tiene  los  medios  suficientes  para  hacer  valer  los  tierras  que 

snhcita,  le  concede  para  el  y  sus  herederos  la  tierra  que  solicita  si  no  perjudicie  a  nadie.     Y  el  agrimensor, 

i)n   .\ntonio  Souhud,  pondra  el  interesado  en  posesion  de  la  cantidad  de  tierra  que  pide  en  un  sitio  vacante 

del  donnnio  real,  loque  evacuado  formara  piano  entregando  Ji  la  parte  este  y  certificacion  para  que  le  sirva 
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A  obtoner  el  titulo  en  forma  del  Sor.  intoiidente  general,  a  qui  en  corres|)i)nde  jirivativaniente  iior  real 
orden  el  repartir  y  cunceder  toda  clase  de  tierras,  ifcea. 

CARLOS  DEUAULT  DKLASSUS. 

Je  soussigne,  Joseph  Departy,  sous  ma  marcjuo  onliuaire,  et  en  presence  de  tenicjins  sous.sign(5 
reconnais  avoir  vcndu,  cedi;,  quitte,  transporte  et  aliandonne,  corame  par  ces  pnisentes  je  vends,  cede' 
quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  au  Sieur  Jaccjues  Lassus  de  St.  Vrain,  tous  les  droits,  litres  actions' 
possessions,  et  jiroprietes  que  j'ai  sur  la  concession  do  terre  ci-dessiis  pour  lui  enjouir,  disposer,  vendrez 
ou  aliencr,  a  sa  volontti  ses  heritiers  ou  ayant  causes,  aux  clauses  et  conditions  rjue  le  dit  Sr.  ,]tu\  Lassus 
de  St.  Vrain  en  fairee  faire  I'arpentagc  a  ses  fraix  et  depens  pour  son  coniptc  et  risque,  (ju'il  fera  tous  les 
fraix  .i  ce  necessaire  et  qe'il  nic  donnera  deux  cents  arpeuts  de  terre  en  superticie  de  la  dite  concession 
quitte  et  ncte  de  toutes  depense,  les  quels  deux  cents  arpents  je  prendrai  dans  le  lieu  ou  la  dite  concession 
aura  ete  arpentee  sans  ce  pendant  nuire  en  aucune  maniero  au  reste  de  la  dite  concession,  et  pour  cc  les 
dits  deux  cents  arpents  seront  designes  sue  le  plan  iiguratifpar  une  ligne  (jue  I'oiitirera  sur  I'un  des  cotes 
du  dit  plan:  fait  et  passe  a  St.  Louis  des  Illinois  le  cincj  du  niois  de  Fevrier,  de  I'an  mil  liiiit  cent  quatre. 


Temoins:  Albert  Tison. 
WiLLi,\sr  Nash. 


JOSEPH  +  DEPARTY. 

niartjue. 


N.  70  E.,  200  pa. 


Per  con  and 
stake. 


Black  Wal- 
nut mark 
A'.  <S-  Jl. 


Prairie. 


SOO  arjicnts. 


Improvement. 


Hickory. 


Percon  and 
Black  iral- 
nut. 


Cotton  tree. 


Drotmed  land. 


Missouri  river. 


SUEVEY. 


I  do  certify  that  the  abo%'e  survey,  stated  in  plat  to  be  made  by  me  in  the  month  of  February, 
1804,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  Don  Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  dated  March  5, 
1800,  which  I  will  attest  wherever  need  shall  require. 

R.  L.  NASH,  D.  S. 


Received  for  record.     St.  Louis,  February  28,  1806. 


ANTOINE  SOULARD,  ,S'.  G.  T.  L. 


Je  soussigne,  Joseph  Departy,  sous  ma  marque  ordinaire,  et  en  presence  du  temoin  soussigne  recon 
nais  avoir,  vendu,  cede,  quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  conime  par  ce  present  je  vends,  cede,  quitte, 
transporte,  et  abandonne,  des  a  present  comme  pour  toujours  au  Sr.  Albert  Tison,  acquercur  pour  lui  les 
siens  ou  a^^ant  causes  la  quantite  de  deux  cents  arpents  de  terre  en  superfieie,  lesquels  deux  cents  arpents 
font  partie  d'une  concession  de  huit  cents  arpents  qui  m'a  ete  accorde  par  I).  Chs.  Dehault  Delassus,  It.  gr. 
de  la  Haute  Louisiane,  en  datte  du  cinq  Mars  de  Fan  mil  huit  cent,  partie  de  laquelle  concession  j'ai  vendu 
au  Sr.  Jques.  Lassus  de  St.  Vrain  qui  en  a  la  titre  m'etant  cette  quantite  de  deux  cents  arpents  pour 
enjouir,  &c.,  a  ma  volonte  en  vertu  se  quoi  la  presente  vente  est  faite  et  passeo  pour  le  prix  et  somme  de 
soixante  et  dix  piastres,  laquelle  somme  le  dit  Sr.  Albert  Tison  m'a  presentement  paj-ee  comptant  et  pour 
laquelle  somme  je  lui  donue  pleine  et  entiere  quittance,  au  nioyen  de  quel  paj-ement  je  me  desiste,  reniets, 
renonce  et  abandonne  tous  les  droits,  litres,  actions,  possession  et  propriete,  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  sans 
en  rien  retenir  ni  reserver,  je  les  vends,  cede,  quitte  et  transporte,  au  dit  Albert  Tison,  pour  par  lui  les 
siens  ou  ayant  causes,  enjouir,  disposer,  vendre  au  aliener,  a  sa  volonte  et  comme  propriete  a  lui  appar- 
tenant,  promettant  et  m'obligeant  de  ratifier  la  presente  vente,  pardevant  un  juge  competant  aussitot  que 
j'en  serai  requis:  fait  et  passe  a  St.  Ferdinand,  le  viugt  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet,  de  Pan  mil  huit  cent  huit 
cent  quatre. 


Temoins:  Jaq.  St.  Vralv. 
Wm.  Nash. 


JOSEPH  X  DEPARTY. 

marque. 
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Je  soussigne,  Albert  Ti.son,  ct  en  presence  des  temoins  soussignds,  reconnais  avoir,  vendu,  cede, 
quitte,  trunsporte  et  abaiiduiiiie,  cumrae  par  les  prosentes  je  vends,  cede,  quitte  et  transporte,  au  Sr. 
Antoine  Dejarlaix,  acquereur  pour  Ini  les  siens  ou  ayant  causes  la  quantite  de  deux  cents  arpents  de  terra 
en  superficie,  lesquels  deux  cents  arpents  font  par'tie  d'une  concession  de  huit  cents  arpents  qui  a  et^ 
accordiie  au  .Sr.  Joseph  Departy  par  Dn.  Charles  Delassus,  lieutenant  gouvcrneur  de  la  Haute  Louisiana 
en  datte  du  cinq  de  Mars,  niiriinit  cent,  et  acquit  par  moi,  Albert  Tison,  du  Sr.  Joseph  Departy  en  datta 
du  vingt  de  Juiilet,  de  Tannee  mil  huit  cent  quatre  la  presente  vente,  faiteet  passee  pour  le  prix  et  somme 
de  sfiixante  et  dix  piastres  gcjurdes  laquelle  somme  le  Sr.  Antoine  Dejarlaix  m'a  presentement  payee 
comptant  et  jjour  laquelle  somme  je  lui  donue  pleine  et  entiere  quittance,  au  moyen  de  quel  paj^ement  je 
nic  desiste,  de  tous  les  droits,  et  titres,  ct  possessions,  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  sans  en  rien  retenir  ni 
reserver  je  les  vends,  cede,  quitte,  et  transporte  au  dit  Antoine  Dejarlaix,  pour  lui  les  siens  ou  ayant 
causes,  eiijouir,  en  disposer,  vendre,  alicner,  a  sa  volonte  comme  proprieto  a  lui  appartenanto  la  presente 
vente  faite  et  jiassee  sans  aucun  recours  quelconques  m'obligeant  seulement  de  la  ratifier  devant  un  juge 
compi'tant  dans  le  cas  ou  j'en  serais  requis.  Fait  et  passd  a  I'eau  froide,  le  vingt  et  unieme  jour  du  mois 
de  Juillet,  de  Tannee  mil  huit  cent  quatre. 

ALBERT  TISON. 

Temoins:  Jaqs.  de  St.  Vr.\ix. 
Wii.  Nash. 

Je  soussignd,  Jacques  St.  Vrain,  et  en  presence  des  temoins  soussign^s,  je  reconnais  avoir,  vendu, 
cedd,  quittt',  transporte  et  abandonno,  comme  par  le  present  je  vends,  cedd,  quitte,  et  transporte  au  Sieur 
Antoine  Dejarlaix  acquereur  pour  lui  les  tiens  ou  ayant  causes,  la  quantite  de  six  cents  arpents  de  terre 
en  snperlicie,  lesquels  six  cents  arpents  font  partie  d'une  concession  de  huit  cents  arpents  qui  a  ete 
accordee  au  Sr.  Joseph  Departy  par  Dn.  Chs.  Deliault  Delassus,  lieut.  gov.  de  la  Haute  Louisiana  en  datta 
du  cinq  Mars  mil  huit  cent  et  aquit  par  moi,  Jaq.  de  St.  Vrain,  du  dit  Sr.  Departy  en  datte  du  cinq  de 
Fevrier,  do  mil  huit  quatre,  la  presente  vente  faite  et  passee  pour  le  prix  et  somme  de  cent  vingt  gourdes, 
laquelle  somme  le  Sr.  Antoine  Dejarlais  m'a  presentement  payee  comptant  et  pour  laquelle  somme  je  lui 
donne  pleine  et  entiere  quittance  au  moyen  de  quel  payement,  je  me  d(5siste  de  tous  les  droits,  et  titre,  et 
possessions  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  sans  en  rien  retenir  ni  reserver,  je  les  vends,  cede,  quitte,  et  trans- 
porte au  dit  Antoine  Dejarlaix,  pour  lui  les  siens  ou  ayant  causes  enjouir,  en  dispo.ser,  vendre,  aliener  a  sa 
volonte  et  comme  propritite  a  lui  appartenanto  la  presente  vente  faite  et  passee  sans  aucun  recours  quel- 
conque  m'obligeant  seulement  de  la  ratifier  devant  un  juge  competant  dans  le  cas  ou  j'en  serais  requis. 
Fait  et  passe  a  mon  habitation,  le  vingt  et  unieme  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet,  de  I'annee  mil  huit  cent  quatre. 

ANTOINE  X  DEJARLAIS. 

marque. 

JACQUES  ST.  VRAIN. 
Temoins:  Albert  Tison. 
Wm.  Nash. 

Je  soussigne,  Antoine  Dejarlaix,  en  presence  des  temoins  soussign^s,  reconnais  avoir,  vendu,  cede, 
quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne,  comiiie  par  ces  presentes  je  vends,  cede,  quitte,  transporte  et  abandonne, 
au  Sieur  Wm.  Nash,  acquereur  la  (juantite  de  huit  cents  arpents  de  terre  en  superficie,  lesquels  huit 
cents  arpents  proviement  d'une  concession  qui  a  etc  accordee  par  Dn.  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  It.  gov. 
de  la  Haute  Louisiane,  au  Sr.  Joseph  Departy  en  datte  du  cinq  Mars  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent,  les  dits  huit 
cents  arpens  de  terre  me  provenant  d'une  part  du  Sr.  Jacques  St.  Vrain  qui  en  a  acquit  six  cents  arpents 
de  terre  du  Sr.  Joseph  Departy  et  m'en  a  passe  la  vente  en  datte  du  dix  huit  Juillet,  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent 
quatre,  d'autre  part  du  Sr.  Albert  Tyson,  qui  en  a  acquit  deux  cents  arpents  du  Sr.  Departy  m'en  a  passe 
la  vente  en  datte  du  vingt  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent  quatre,  laquelle  quantite  formant  ensemble  huit  cents 
arpents  reunis  en  un  seul  titre,  en  vertu  de  quoi  la  presente  vente  et  faite  et  passee  pour  le  prix  et  somme 
de  deux  cent  gourdes,  laquelle  somme  le  Sr.  William  Natche  m'a  presentement  paye  comptant  et  pour 
huiuelle  somme  je  lui  donne  pleine  et  entiere  quittance,  au  moyen  du  quel  paj'cment'je  me  desiste  de  tous 
les  droits,  titres,  actions,  proprietc;,  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  sans  en  rien  retenir  ni  reserver,  je  lui  donne 
pleine  et  entiere  quittance,  au  moyen  de  quel  payement  je  me  df^siste  de  tous  les  droits,  titres,  actions, 
proprietes,  que  j'ai  sur  la  dite  terre  sans  en  rien  retenir  en  reserver,  je  les  vends,  cede,  quitte,  et  trans- 
porte au  Sieur  William  Natche,  pour  lui  les  siens  ou  ayant  causes  enjouir,  disposer,  vendre  au  aliener  a 
sa  volont(5,  comme  propriete  a  lui  appartenante,  la  presente  vente,  faite  et  passe  sans  aucun  recours, 
m'obligeant  seulement  de  la  ratifier  par  devant  un  juge  competant  assistot  que  j'en  serai  requis.  Fait  et 
passci  a  I'eau  froide,  le  vingt  unieme  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet,  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent  quatre. 

ANTOINE  DEJARLAIX. 
Temoins:  Albert  Tisox. 

Jacqces  de  St.  Vrain. 

Minute  Book  No.  2,  pajre  5. 

September  1G,  1806. 

The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hon.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose, 
and  James  L.  Donalson,  esquires. 

William  Nash,  assignee  of  Joseph  Deputy,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  Missouri, 
district  of  St.  Charles,  produces  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  March  5,  1800,  and  a  sur%'ey 
of  the  same  taken  in  February,  1804,  and  certified  February  28,  1806,  together  with  a  deed  of  transfer  of 
the  same,  dated  February  5,  1804. 

David  Delaunay,  being  duly  sworn  to  give  true  answers,  &c.,  says  that  he  believes  he  wrote  the 
atoresaid  decree  or  concession;  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  several  of  them,  but  cannot  positively 
say  when  the  aforesaid  was  written. 

The  board  reject  this  claim,  and  require  further  proof 


Bo.-ird  met.     Present:  Joh.. 
William  Nash,  assignee  of 


Minute  Book  4,  page  511. 

Wednesday,  September  27,  1810. 
n  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners, 
if  Antoine  Dejarlaix,  assignee  of  Albert  Tison,  assignee  of  Jacque  St.  Vrain, 
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assignee  of  Joscpli  Deputy,  claiming-  800  arponts  of  laml.    (See  book  No.  2,  pag-e  5.)     It  is  tln'  dpininn  of 
the  board  that  tiiis  claim  ought  not  to  be  fonliniu'd. 

Office  of  Recorder  of  Land  Titlks,  ,s'/.  I.oiii.<,  ,/aiiiiitri/  2ii,  ls-_'4. 
I  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  records  and   minutes  arc  truly  copied  from  the  bonks  of  the 
late  commissioners. 

FREDEKK'IC  l(.\Ti;.-^. 

VOLUME  11. 

Report  of  the  opinionii  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Terrilori/  of  Mistiouri,  d-c.     Cunfirmation^i  ijf  con- 
cessions, orders  or  icarrants  of  siirveij,  princijMlly  under  the  act  cf  C'ongi'ess  of  April  12,  1814. 


Conces.sion,  warr.inl  or  Survey, 

order  ot"  survey.         I 


C.  U.  Delassus,  L.  S  . 


Clainl.^ntj^.  Latul  claiiiicd 


,1800      Willi.ani  Nash,  under  I    800  iir|icnl.-!. 
Joseph  Deputy.         j 


.•\ets  III        lOpiiiiims  of  llie  reeiiriier. 
ownership. 


Missouri,  county  of  St. 
Charles. 


Page  or 
report. 


Confirmed,  800  arpents 


This  second  vohinie,  containing  conlirtnations  ot'  concessions,  order  or  warrants  01'  survey,  principally  under  act  of  Congress  of  ,\pril   l"-2,  1814,  and 
forming  a  pan  of  tlie  general  report,  respectlullv  submitted. 

FltEUERICK   llATES. 
Washington  City,  Febritnry'2,  1816. 
Hon.  JosiAH  Meigs,  Conitniisioner  of  the  General  Land  0/ficc,  Washington  City. 

Ecjections  of  the  board  cf  commissioners  at  St.  Louis,  page  326. 

"  William  Nash,  assignee  of  Antoine  Dejarlais,  assignee  of  Albert  Tison,  assignee  of  Jacque  St. 
Vrain,  assignee  of  Josejih  Deputy,  claiming  800  arpents  of  land,  situated  on  the  Missouri,  district  of 
St.  Charles,  produces  to  the  board  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  lieutenant  governor,  dated  March 
5,  1800,  and  a  survey  of  the  same  taken  in  February,  1804,  and  certified  February  28,  1806,  together  with 
a  deed  of  transfer  of  the  same,  dated  November  5,  1803." 

Testimony  taken  September  10,  1806. 

"David  Delauney,  sworn,  says  that  lie  believes  lie  wrote  the  aforesaid  decree  or  concession;  that  he 
■was  in  the  habit  of  writing  several  of  them,  but  cannot  positively  say  when  the  aforesaid  was  written." 

"September  22,  1810. — Present:  Lucas,  Penrose,  and  Bates,  commissioners.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
board  that  this  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed.     September  16,  1806,  the  board  require  further  proof." 


No.  10. 

Fr-in'klix,  Jli.'isouri,  January  1,  1824. 

Sir:  Sometime  since  some  papers  were  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  for  a  patent  to  Ira 
Nash  for  800  arpents  of  land  in  townships  Nos.  48  and  49  north,  and  range  16  west,  including  the  town 
of  Franklin.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  a  caveat  has  been  filed  by  Shadracli  Barnes  against  the 
issuing  of  the  patent  to  Nash,  setting  forth  in  his  caveat  that  ho  (Barnes)  has  had  a  pre-emption  granted 
him  for  the  same  land.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  report  made  by  the  register  and  receiver  at  Franklin 
to  your  oflice  in  1819  of  all  the  pre-emptions  claimed,  granted,  and  rejected  in  the  Howard  land  district. 
You  will  there  find  S.  Barnes'  pre-emption  rejected.  If  they  conceived  it  their  dut_y  to  report  his  case  at 
all,  for  I  know  they  told  him  they  had  no  power  to  act  upon  his  case  at  all,  as  he  had  thought  proper  to 
withdraw  his  application  for  the  land  where  he  resided,  and  applied  for  adjoining-  lands,  which  were 
survej'ed  and  laid  down  upon  the  maps  as  private  lands.  Barnes  did  know,  for  years  before  any  pre- 
emption laws  passed,  that  this  Spanish  grant  was  located  there.  Nash  gave  him  notice  of  it.  I  trust, 
sir,  the  patent  will  not  be  longer  withheld,  as  a  greater  delay  in  issuing  the  patent  under  the  Spanish 
grant  will  produce  serious  damages  to  a  multiplicity  of  the  purchasers  and  sellers  of  lots  in  the  town  of 
Franklin.  They  have  been  sold  bj'  the  purchasers  under  tiie  grant,  with  bonds  to  make  title  b}'  a  given 
time;  and  as  the  time  has  arrived,  in  most  instances,  for  the  titles  to  be  made,  the  purchasers  prefer 
getting  back  their  money,  as  the  property  has  fallen,  and  are  suing  for  the  recovery  on  the  grounds  that 
title  cannot  be  made  in  fee  simple  without  a  patent  first  issuing  from  the  United  States.  I  am  interested 
in  the  patenting  of  the  grant,  which  I  beg  leave  to  ofl'er  to  j'ou  as  my  apology  for  addressing  you  upon 
this  subject. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 

TAYLOR  BERRY. 

George  Graham,  Esq., 

Commi.<.-fioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington  City. 


No.  11. 

Washington",  January  15,  1824. 

The  enclosed  was  received  by  me  to-day.     The  object  is  the  patent,  as  appears  bj'  the  letter  of  one  of 
the  claimants,  upon  the  supposition  tliat  Mr.  Barnes'  claim  to  a  pre-emption  right  has  not  been  sustained. 
Respectfully, 

DAVID  BARTON. 

CoMMISalONER  OF   GeN'ERAL  LaND   OfFICE. 

VOL.  IV -106  i; 
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Claim  No.  1,725. — Surveyed  for  William  Nasb,  under  Joseph  Deputy,  800  arpents  of  land,  beginning 
at  a  post  oiKtlie  north  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  opposite  an  island  from  which  a  black  walnut,  16  inches 

diameter,  bears  N.  10°  W.,  OS  links,  and  a 15  in  diameter,  bears  N.  49°  E.  48  links;  thence  N.  12° 

W.,  at  18  chains  54  links,  intersected  the  township  line  between  townships  Nos.  48  and  49  N.,  range  16 
W.,  27  chains  48  links  E.  of  the  township  corner,  on  the  line  between  ranges  16  and  1*1,  W.  116°,  64 
chains,  set  a  post  from  which  a  hackberry,  15  inches  diameter,  bears  N.  33°  E.,  12  links,  and  a  hackberry, 
20  inches  diameter,  bears  S.  38°  W.,  70  links;  thence  N.  78°  E.,  46  chains  4  links,  the  line  between  sections 
31  and  32,  township  No.  49  N.,  range  16  W.,  8  chains  20  links  N.  of  quarter-section  corner  58  chains  32 
links,  a  hackberry  10  inches  diameter,  corner,  from  whicli  a  live-oak,  12  inches  diameter,  by  S.  87°  W.,  18 
links,  and  an  ash",  6  inches  diameter,  bears  N.  59°  E.,  9  links;  thence  S.  12°  E.,  51  chains,  intersected  the 
south  boundary  of  section  32,  17  chains  84  links  west  of  quarter-section  corner,  116  chains  64  links,  set 
a  post  in  the  edge  of  drowned  land,  from  which  a  hackberry,  10  inches  diameter,  bears  N.  57°  E  ,  27  links, 
and  an  ash,  14  inches  diameter,  bears  S.  64°  W.,  27  links;  thence  S.  78°,  W.  36°  48',  intersected  the  line 
between  sections  5  and  6,  7  chains  67  links  north  of  the  corner  on  the  river,  59  chains  83  links  in  the 
beginning. 

Surveyed  by—  HOEATIO  CHRIESMAN,  D.  S. 

Surveyor's  Office,  St.  Louis,  November  17,  1823. 
I  certify  the  within  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  survey  on  record  in  tliis  office. 

WILLIAM  RECTOR. 


State  OF  MissorRi,  C'oiOi/^  o/"  ;S'<.  iowrs; 

William  Milburn,  being  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath,  sayeth  that  in  August,  1818,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  of  United  States  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  that  as  clerk  in  said  oflHce, 
and  a  duly  commissioned  and  authorized  deputy  surveyor,  he  did,  by  the  authority  and  under  the  direction 
of  said  surveyor,  examine  the  surveys  of  the  several  private  claims  in  the  district  of  Howard,  among  which 
was  one  of  800  arpents,  confirmed  to  William  Nash,  under  Joseph  Deputy,  No.  1,725,  in  township  Nos.  48 
and  49  north,  range  16  west;  that  I  was  furnished  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  confirmation  of  said 
claim,  as  certified  to  said  surveyor  by  the  United  States  recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Missouri  Territory; 
and  that,  after  examining  the  survey  of  said  claim,  as  executed  by  Horatio  Chriesman,  and  comparing  it 
with  the  confirmation,  I  did  believe  that  it  had  been  by  him  surveyed  on  the  ground  where  it  originally 
was;  that  I  found  natural  marks,  such  as  are  called  for  in  the  confirmation;  and  that,  in  tracing  the  lines, 
there  were  trees  with  ancient  notches  or  blazes  which  appeared  to  have  been  made  ten  or  fifteen  years 
previous;  and  that  I  examined  the  connexion  with  the  section  lines  and  found  it  to  be  as  stated  in  the 
foregoing  survey. 

■\7ILLIAM  MILBURN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  November  19,  1825,  before  me. 

T.  C.  TURNER,  J.  P. 

State  of  Missouri,  County  of  Howard,  ss  : 

Before  me,  Augustus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  on  this  third 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  personally  appears 
Ira  P.  Nash,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith:  That  about  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
four  he  was  authorized  by  tiie  Spanish  government  to  locate  and  survey  land's  belonging  to  individuals 
under  the  said  government,  and  return  the  survey  of  lands  so  made  to  the  surveyor  general  of  the  Spanish 
government  at  St.  Louis;  and  that  he  did,  in  or  a'bout  that  year,  locate  and  survey  the  claim  of  one  Joseph 
J)c|mty,  for  William  Nash,  of  eight  hundred  arpents  on  the  Missouri  river,  opposite  a  willow  island,  and 
made  return  of  the  .said  survey  to  the  surveyor  general  at  St.  Louis,  agreeably  to  the  views  of  the  Spanish 
govermnent  at  that  time.  He  further  deposes  that  about  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen  he  was  called 
on  hy  a  deputy  surveyor  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  bv  the  name  of  Horatio  Chrisman,  to  show 
tlie  lieginumg  i,f  th(!  survey  so  niade,  as  aforesaid,  by  him,  for  Joseph  I)e|iutv,  at  tlie  time  and  in  the  manner 
aloresaid,  and  that  he  did  go  with  the  said  Horatio" Chrisman  and  showed  "him  the  beginning  corner;  and 
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that,  after  tracing-  the  line  some  little  distance,  a  certain  Shailracli  Barnes,  in  Cdinpany  with  cithers,  stopped 
the  said  survej'or,  II.  Chrisnian,  and  utti'rly  refused  liy  force  to  let  him  |iass  throng'h  llieir  iiii|iroveirieiits, 
and  that  the  snrvey  on  the  opposite  pag-e  of  this  sheet  is  coid'ornialile  lo  the  oii^inuj  siii-\i'V  niudi'  ami 
returned  by  him  as  aforesaid  in  or  about  the  year  ISO-t. 

1.  J'.   NASH. 

In  April,  1811,  I  was  at  the  improvement  of  Shadrach  liarne.s  where  lie  now  lives.     1  then  told  his  son 
that  tlie^'  were  on  William  Nash's  land,  and  showed  the  beginning',  &c.,  &c. 

I.  1'.  NASU. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  ine,  .\iig-nstus  Storrs,  a  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  mi  tlie  day 


and 


vear  iirst  above  written,  both  as  to  the  body  of  this  aftidavit  and  the  continuation  lh<'icto. 

AUGUSTUS  STORKS,  ./.  1'.  II.  ('. 


No.  12. 

TRE.\srRY  Deimrtment,  General  Land  Office,  January  IG,  1824. 

Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday,  enclosing  a  survey  of  the  claim  of  William  Nash,  nnder  Joseiih  Deputy,  lias 
been  received. 

As  the  claim  of  S.  Barnes  and  others  to  the  same  land  has  not  been  decided,  it  would  be  imiu-oper  to 
issue  a  patent  to  Mr.  Nash  at  present. 
I  am,  &c., 

Uon.  D.  B.\RTox,  Senate. 


GEO.  GRAHAM. 


No.   13. 

Fr.\nklin',  J//.s.w!(!v',  Jubj  1,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  heretofore  transmitted  tii  your  department  a  statement  of  the  evidence  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  myself  and  others  to  a  pre-eni].)tion  right  in  townships  48  and  49  north,  and  range  16  west  of  the 
fifth  principal  meridian,  and  also,  as  I  conceive,  conclusive  testimony  to  iavaliiiate  the  claim  of  William 
Nash,  under  Joseph  Deputy,  to  the  same  land.  It  is  important  to  myself,  and  to  those  who  are  similarly 
situated  with  me,  that  a  decision  should  be  had  in  your  department  as  soon  as  possible  as  to  the  merits  of 
those  claims.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  only  oliject  of  my  opponents  is  to  obtain  a  patent  from  the 
government  which  at  law  would  give  them  an  advantage  over  me,  and  compel  me,  finally,  to  resort  to  a 
tedious  and  expensive  chancery  proceeding  in  order  to  establish  my  title  to  the  land  in  question;  if  a  patent 
should  be  issued  to  me  I  am  convinced  that  they  would  give  up  the  contest.  It  will  be  seen,  by  a  reterence 
to  the  papers,  that  the  claim  of  Nash  was  rejected  by  the  board  of  commissioners  for  non-compliance  with 
the  law  of  Congress  making  particular  rcquisitiims  as  to  the  time  in  which  such  claims  should  be  sur- 
veyed, and  that  the  said  claim  was  only  confirmed  by  Congress  with  a  number  of  others  in  ISIO,  upon 
a  general  recommendation  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  three  years  after  the  law  had  passed 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  upon  pul.ilic  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri.  I  have  been 
favored  with  the  perusal  of  a  letter  from  you,  sir,  to  my  attorney,  H.  R.  Gamble,  in  which  j'ou  exi)ressed 
your  willingness  to  have  received  further  evidence  on  the  subject  prior  to  the  1st  da^y  of  A])ril  last,  on 
which  day  it  was  implied  in  your  letter  that  a  decision  would  be  made  on  the  evidence  before  you.  Relying 
confidently  on  the  testimony  heretofore  forwarded  by  me,  I  have  forborne  to  oiler  any  more,  but  awaited 
the  decision  which  was  to  be  made.  As  no  information  has  yet  reached  me  as  to  the  result  of  that  decision, 
I  am  again  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  you  for  information  on  the  subject,  and  of  urging  a  speedy 
determination  upon  mj'  claim.  If,  however,  any  further  evidence  appears  to  be  necessary  in  order  to 
a  correct  decision,  and  if  the  points  upon  which  that  evidence  is  required  are  suggested  to  me  by  a  letter 
from  your  department,  it  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  produce  it;  and  such  a  requisition  will  be  punctually 
complied  with.  As  I  have  adduced  all  the  proof  tliat  I  conceive  to  be  necessary,  I  would  be  at  a  loss,  in 
any  other  way,  on  what  point  to  ofl'er  additional  evidence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

SHADRACU  BARNES. 

Hon.  George  Grah.ui,  Commis.'iioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington  C'il>j. 


No.   14. 


GEXER.iL  L.vxD  Office,  Avrju.<t  IT,  1S24. 


Gextlemex:  From  certificates  given  by  you,  separately,  it  appears  that  ]ire-emiition  claims  would  have 
been  granted  to  Shadrach  Barnes,  Joseph  Barnes,  and  William  Tayhir,  but  that  tlie  lands  claimed  interfered 
with  a  private  survej"  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Deputy. 

On  an  examination  of  the  papers  which  have  been  filed  in  this  office,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of 
the  assignees  of  Joseph  Deputy  has  not  been  confirmed,  agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
act  of  April  12,  1814,  under  which  they  claim  it  to  liave  been  confirmed,  and  shall  withhold  a  juitcnt  for 
the  same;  this  claim,  tlierefore,  should  not  prevent  Shadrach  Barnes  and  others  from  obtaining  their  pre- 
emption certificates  if  they  are  now  otherwise  entitled  to  them. 
With  great  respect, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

The  Register  and  Receiver  at  Franklin,  Missouri. 
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No.  15. 

Gener.^l  Land  Office,  August  11,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  informed  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Franklin  that  I  have  declined  to 
issue  a  patent  to  the  aKsignces  of  Joseph  Deputy,  and  tliat  that  claim  ought  not  to  prevent  them  from  issuing 
certificates  to  S.  Barnes  and  others,  who  claim  the  same  land  by  pre-emption,  if  they  are  now  otherwise 
entitled  to  certificates. 

I  give  you  this  information  that  the  parties  claiming  under  Deputy  may  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  trying  the  title  to  the  land  in  a  court  of  chancer}-,  the  proper  tribunal  for  the  final  decision  of  the  points 
in  dispute  between  the  jiarties. 

So  far  as  the  United  States  may  be  interested,  the  case  maybe  decided  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  last  session. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  ♦ 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Taylor  Berry,  Esq.,  Franldin,  Missouri. 


No.  16. 

General  Land  Office,  August  11,  1824. 

Sir:  In  repl.y  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  Jul}',  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  advised  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  (iilice  at  Franklin  that  I  have  declined  to  issue  a  patent  on  the  claim  of  the  assignees 
of  .Iiisi'ph  Deputy,  and  that  that  claim  ought  not  to  prevent  them  from  issuing  a  certificate  to  you  for  your 
pre-emption  if  you  now  are  otherwise  entitled  to  it. 

The  parties  claiming  under  the  assignees  of  Deputy  will,  I  presume,  institute  the  necessary  proceeding 
in  a  court  of  chancery  to  try  the  right  of  title. 
Very  respectful!}',  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Mr.  Shadrach  Barnes,  Franklin,  3Iissouri. 


No.  n. 

Franklin,  October  8,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  (if  August  IT,  in  answer  to  mine  of  July  1,  has  been  received.  I  immediately  waited 
upon  the  register  and  receiver,  and  was  informed  by  them  that  your  instructions  to  them  to  issue  me  a 
certificate  for  my  pre-emption  had  been  received,  hut  that  they  had  declined  acting  upon  them,  as,  in  their 
opinion,  you  had  transcended  your  legitimate  aidhority  in  giving  them.  They  say  that  while  the  claim  of 
Joseph  Deputy  stands  upon  their  maps,  they  are  compelled  by  law  to  reserve  the  land  from  sale. 
They  at  the  same  time  express  it  as  their  thorough  conviction  that  the  claim  of  Deputy  is  fraudulent,  and 
it  is  only  upon  this  matter  of  form  they  hesitate.  They  acknowledge  your  authority,  however,  as  far  as 
this,  that  if  you  will  instruct  them  directly  and  pointedly  to  treat  the  claim  of  Deputy  as  a  nullity,  to 
issue  without  regard  to  that  claim  certificates  of  pre-emption  to  such  persons  settled  on  the  tract  as  are 
entitled  to  them  under  the  act  of  Cougres.s,  they  will  obey  you.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  your  instruc- 
tions alri'ady  given  have  been  as  pointedly  and  directly  to  that  effect  as  you  could  possibly  word  them. 
In  your  letter  to  me  you  say  "that  you  have  advised  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at 
Franklin  that  you  had  declined  to  issue  a  patent  on  the  claim  of  tlie  assignees  of  Joseph  Deputy,  and  that 
that  claim  ought  not  to  prevent  them  from  issuing  to  me  a  certificate,  if  I  was  entitled  to  it  otherwise;" 
nevertheless,  they  seem  to  require  that  you  should  tell  them  to  treat  the  claim  of  Deputy  as  a  nullity,  and 
to  issue  to  me  a  certificate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  that  claim  were  not  marked  on  their  map.  I  know 
that  the  business  of  your  department  is  very  laborious  and  extensive,  and  feel  reluctant  again  to  trouble 
you  on  a  subject  which,  compared  to  your  weightier  avocations,  must  appear  trifling,  but  to  me  it  is  a 
matter  of  tlie  first  importance,  independently  of  the  pride  I  feel  in  asserting  and  vindicating  those  rights 
to  which  I  feel  conscitius  I  am  entitled.  The  most  valuable  part  of  my  property  depends  upon  the  issue 
of  this  dispute.  I  am  confident  of  eventually  gaining  it,  but  the  possibility  of  losing  it  prevents  me  from 
making  improvements  that  are  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  my  family.  I  am  old,  too,  and  wish  to  be 
freed  Umn  legal  difficulty  as  soon  as  possible.  These  considerations  I  hope  will  excuse  the  trouble  I  give 
you,  and  induce  you  to  bestow  your  consideration  again  upon  the  matter.  It  is  impossible  that  any 
prejudice  can  result  to  the  assignees  of  Deputy  by  my  obtaining  a  patent.  If  their  claim  is  good,  their 
remedy  in  a  court  of  chancery  is  easy  and  certain;  otherwise  the  dispute  must  be  protracted  for  years. 
If  it  should  meet  your  approbation,  I  would  therefore  request  that  you  would  issue  to  the  regi.ster  and 
receiver  at  this  place  such  instructions  as  would  authorize  them  (in  their  opinion)  to  give  me  niy  certifi- 
cate. I  should  feel  grateful,  in  any  event,  if  you  would  apprise  me  of  your  determination. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  &c., 

SHADRACH  BARNES. 

Gko.  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

N.  B. — The  proof  of  my  riglit  to  a  pre-emption  is  irrefragable.  The  register  and  receiver  express  them- 
selves jierfectly  satisfied  with  it ;  it  is  oidy  the  interference  with  Deputy's  claim  that  creates  any  difficulty. 

S.  B. 
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No.  18. 

Fkaxki.ix,  Jlis^oiiri,  Jaiiuari/  "20,  1S25. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  November  9  came  to  hand,  and  was  immediately  laid  before  the  ref;is(er  and 
receiver.  I  was  aware  that  the  register  and  receiver  were  tiie  .sole  jud^'es  of  what  proof  was  snITicient 
to  entitle  an  individual  to  a  pre-emption  right,  and  mu.st  have  been  misunderstood  if  you  supposed  I  wIsIkmI 
your  department  to  assume  tliat  right;  all  I  wished  was  that  you  should  o/v/er  them  to  disregard  the 
claim  of  Deputy's  assignees,  and  to  grant  me  a  certificate  if  my  proof  was  sufficient  to  iuUii  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  pre-emption  law.  This  I  think  you  did  in  the  order  you  had  previously  issued,  but  the  register 
and  receiver  seemed  to  think  your  instructions  did  not  amount  to  that.  My  object  was,  therefore,  to 
elicit  such  an  order  (to  that  effect  merely)  as  would  be  beyond  the  reach  (jf  cavil  or  objection.  You 
observe,  at  the  conclusion  of  your  letter,  that  if  the  register  and  receiver  would  make  out  a  special  report 
of  the  case  you  would  lay  it  before  the  Attorney  General  for  his  opinion;  no  alternative  could  have  liecn 
more  agreeable  to  me,  if  it  could  have  been  carried  into  effect;  but  to  this  there  are  insuperable  difficulties. 
To  make  a  report  of  the  case  the  register  and  receiver  would  have  had  to  give  the  foundation  and  grounds 
upon  which  Deputy's  claim  rests,  and  as  the  evidences  of  that  title  are  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  laml 
titles,  they  would  have  had  to  assume  data  of  which  they  are  nfficiaUy  ignorant.  Tpon  this  ground  they 
declined  to  make  such  report. 

I  have,  however,  I  imagine,  obtained  such  testimonials  from  them  as  will  overcome  any  further  difficult}' 
in  the  issuing'  of  a  patent  by  your  department  for  the  land  included  in  my  pre-emi)tion  claim,  whicii  testi- 
monials arc  herewith  transmitted  to  you.  The  paper  marked  No.  1  is  a  certilicate  of  the  register  and 
receiver  that  the  proof  of  my  right  to  pre-emption  is  full  and  satisfactory  to  them,  and  goes  on  to  show, 
as  the  reason  for  their  withholding  my  certificate  of  purchase,  that  the  land  is  co%'erod  with  a  Spanish 
grant,  which  grant,  being  laid  down  on  their  plat,  precludes  them  from  acting  upon  it.  This  certificate 
was  given  with  a  view  that  your  department  might  be  informed  officially  that  the}',  the  register  and 
receiver,  had  determined  upoTi  the  sufficiency  of  my  proof  to  the  land  claimed  by  me,  so  that  you  could 
issue  a  patent  without  making  yourself  a  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  my  proof  On  the  back  of  the  certifi- 
cate is  a  receipt  of  the  receiver  that  I  iiave  paid  the  amount  of  money  for  the  land  if  my  claim  sh(juld 
be  confirmed;  this  was  necessary,  in  order  that  all  the  requisitions  of  the  law  should  be  fulfilled  before  I 
could  ask  a  patent  of  your  department.  No.  2  is  a  siirvey  in  which  my  claim  is  laid  down  under  the 
direction  of  tlie  register  and  receiver,  with  a  field  note  on  the  margin  showing  its  boundaries,  and  a 
certificate  at  the  bottom  in  which  the  amount  of  acres  is  certified.  This  survey  was  made  and  is  certified 
by  Jeremiah  Rice,  a  deputy  surveyor,  by  authority  of  the  siirveyor  general.  It  shows  the  quantity  to  be 
194.86  acres,  which  agrees  with  the  amount  of  money  paid  in  at  the  rate  of  $12.t  per  acre,  which  the 
register  and  receiver  have  determined  is  all  they  can  now  receive  for  pre-emption  rights,  as  the  minimum 
price  of  land  has  been  reduced  to  that.  The  paper  marked  No.  3  is  a  certified  copy  of  two  applications 
made  by  me  to  the  register  and  receiver,  the  first  of  which  was  withdrawn  by  their  leave,  inasmuch  as  it 
called  for  the  two  small  fractions  which,  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  plat,  you  will  observe  lay  smith 
and  east  of  my  claim:  tliesc  fractions  have  been  subsequently  granted  by  pre-emption  right  to  Amos 
Barnes  and  William  Ridgway's  assignees. 

The  second  application  calls  for  all  the  land  applied  for  in  the  first,  excepting  tlie  two  fractions 
aforesaid,  and  being  under  the  impression  that  there  were  not  160  acres  (the  quantity  to  which  I  was 
entitled)  in  the  tract  laid  down  on  the  accompanying  plat  as  my  claim,  I  applied  further  for  an  adjoining- 
quarter  of  section  six,  instead  of  the  two  fractions  aforesaid.  The  subsequent  survey  has  shown,  however, 
that  there  is  in  the  land  marked  as  my  claim  even  more  than  160  acres,  to  wit:  194.86  acres.  The 
register  and  receiver  have,  therefore,  properly  restricted  me  to  the  tract  marked  on  the  plat.  These  appli- 
cations are  sent  with  no  other  view  than  to  put  you  in  possession  of  as  many  of  the  facts  in  the  case  as 
possible,    ^'hey  are  certified  as  true  copies  by  the  register  and  receiver. 

Upon  these  premises  I  ask  of  your  department  to  g-rant  me  a  patent  for  the  land  marked  on  the  plat 
(herewith  transmitted)  as  my  claim.  The  register  and  receiver,  declining  to  act  in  accordance  with  your 
instruction  for  the  reason  mentioned  in  their  enclosed  certificate,  have  advised  this  course,  and  I  adopt  it 
with  confidence. 

The  case  presents  this  view:  Your  department  has  decided  that  the  claim  of  Deputy's  assignees  is 
invalid  and  void.  The  testimonials  upon  which  that  decision  was  made  are  in  your  possession;  a  patent 
for  their  claim  (you  have  observed  in  your  letter  to  me)  will  not  be  issued;  the  enclosed  certificate  of  the 
register  and  receiver  shows  that  they  have  judged  of  my  proof  and  found  it  to  be  entirely  satisfactory; 
the  receipt  of  the  receiver  shows  that  I  have  paid  for  the  hind;  the  accompanying  plat  shows  (of  which 
they  have  a  counterpart)  the  boundaries,  and  defines  the  land,  with  the  quantity  of  acres.  I  have  com- 
plied, therefore,  with  every  requisition  of  the  law.  Your  department,  then,  having  decided  the  claim  of 
Deputy  to  be  fraudulent,  and  that  claim  being  the  only  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  my  title,  I  think, 
with  deference,  that  there  can  no  longer  be  any  reason  for  not  issuing  mo  a  patent. 

I  might  draw  arguments  from  the  peculiar  hardship  which  attends  my  situation,  but,  resting  my  case 
solely  upon  its  merits,  I  shall  only  observe  there  is  no  hope  that  Deputy's  assignees  will  ever  bring  a 
suit  to  determine  the  dispute.  They  have  sold  and  executed  title  bonds  for  a  number  of  out-lots  comprised 
in  my  claim  for  which  they  have  received  the  money;  they  know  their  claim  to  be  fraudulent,  and  that 
whenever  it  comes  to  a  trial  it  will  be  declared  so;  tliey  will  then  have  to  refund  the  money  which  they 
have  received  so  iniquitously;  they  will  not  on  that  account  sue  me,  and  if  a  patent  is  not  granted  to  me 
they  can  practice  such  fraud  with  impunity.  They  have  heretofore  sued  me,  and  although  in  possession 
of  every  title  of  evidence  relating  to  their  claim  they  would  not  sufl'er  the  case  to  go  to  the  jury,  but  took 
a  non-suit;  they  have  licensed  individuals  to  use  timber  oft' the  land  until  it  is  now  c»/u-rfy  destroyed. 
My  title  being  merely  cquital.ile,  I  can  do  nothing,  and  have  no  other  remedy  but  applying  for  my  title 
papers  to  your  department.  If  it  was  their  object  to  have  the  dispute  ended  they  could  do  so  at  once,  as 
our  statute  authorizes  actions  of  ejectment  upon  surveys  and  concessions;  but  their  wish  is  to  procrasti- 
nate the  result  as  long  as  possible;  and  under  these  circumstances  I  am  compelled  to  submit,  without 
any  means  of  redress,  to  all  the  grievances  I  have  mentioned.  Tendering  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  atten- 
tion you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  give  to  my  former  solicitations,  I  conclude  with  a  confident  hope  it  will 
be  continued  to  me  again. 

Your  obedient  servant,  SHADRACH  BARNES. 

Hon.  Geo.  Gkaham,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 


846 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


fNo.  534. 


CERTIFICATE  NO.   1. 

Wo  certify  that  the  proof  established  b_v  Sliadrach  Barnes  does  establish,  to  our  satisfaction,  the  fact 
of  his  havinj,^  inhabited  and  cultivated  as  the  law  required  to  have  secured  to  him  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
had  not  the  land  claimed  by  him  been  covered  by  a  Spanish  claim  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Deputy;  which 
claim,  whether  valid  or  otherwise,  having  been  laid  down  on  the  plat  furnished  us  by  the  surveyor  general, 
has  precluded  us  from  acting  on  the  subject. 
Cerlilied  January  13,  lS2-t. 

T.  A.  SMITH,  Receiver. 
JOHN'  MILLER,  Register. 

I  certify  that  Sliadrach  Barnes  has  deposited  with  mc  two  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and  fifty- 
cents  to  pay  for  the  lands  claimed  by  him  as  a  pre-emption  right  if  his  claim  should  be  confirmed. 

T.  A.  SMITH. 
J.vxLAUY  13,  1825. 

No.  2. — Showing  (he  qitanlily  and  boundaries  of  Sliadrach  Barne^  2-)re-emption  right. 


Town.  40  N. 
See.  :ji. 

Range  16  W. 
Sec.  32. 

\ 

\ 

Wm.  Nash 

under 
Jos.  Deputy. 

\ 

See,  fi. 

\           Spanish 
\            grajit. 

■.!B.t*9  y\\ 

See.  5. 

Fraclioiral  T.  48 
N.,  nf  R.  16  W. 

\— -^ 

cat        \'\ 

"  -  ^ 

r-r-" 

MISSOURI  RIVER. 


FIELD  BOOK. 


Beginning  at  southeast  corner  of  Deputy's  Spanish  grant;  thence  north  78°  west,  on  the  line  of  said 
Spanish  grant,  64  chains  and  53  links,  to  township  line;  thence  north  88°  west,  on  said  township  line,  20 
chains  and  89  links,  to  the  corner  of  sections  five  and  six,  fractional  township  48  north,  range  16  west; 
thence  south,  on  said  line,  72  chains  and  11  links,  to  intersect  the  line  of  said  Spanish  gram;  thence  on 
said  lino  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

This  may  certify  that  I  surveyed  the  above  tract  of  laud,  marked  Shadrach  Barnes,  sr.,  on  January  6, 
1825,  and  find  its  contents  to  be  194.86  acres;  the  chainmen  being  dulj'  sworn  according  to  law. 

JEREMIAH  RICE,  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  United  States. 

PniLir  Barnes,  Abraham  Barnes,  Chainmen. 


COrV  OF  PAPER  NO.  3. 

To  the  regir'lcr  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  for  the  Franliin  district,  at  Franklin,  December  29,  1818: 

I  apply  for  the  purchase  of  the  southeast  fractional  quarter  of  section  six,  and  the  fractional  southeast 
quarter  of  section  five,  or  the  west  httlf  thereof,  and  an  equal  half  of  northeast  fractional  quarter  of  the  same 
section  live,  and  equal  one-half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  five,  and  northwest  quarter  of  section 
five,  all  in  township  forty-eight  nortii  of  the  base  line,  and  in  range  sixteen  west  of  the  fifth  principal 
meridian;  and  for  all  the  land  in  said  quarters  surveyed,  notwithstanding  the  location,  appropriation,  or 
survey  (if  the  Spanish  claim,  in  the  name  of  William  Nash,  on  any  part  of  the  land  thus  claimed  and 
applied  for,  by  virtue  of  having  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Jlissouri,  in 
tlie  Franklin  land  district,  and  within  the  land  applied  for,  and  by  not  removing  out  of  said  Territory,  by 
virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  relative  to  pre-emption  rights  for  said  Territory,  passed  April  12,  1814,  and 
the  amendiitory  act  thereto  of  April  29,  1816,  and  offers  the  following  proof. 

SHADEACH  BARNES. 

7b  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  Howard  county,  Missouri  Territory,  3Iarch  19,  1819: 

The  memorial  of  Sliadrach  Barnes,  of  said  county  and  Territory  aforesaid,  respectfully  showeth: 
That  his  original  appiictition  for  purchase  by  pre-emption  calls  for  a  part  of  fractional  section  five,  in 
range  sixteen,  in  fractional  township  forty-eight,  (north  of  the  Missouri  river,)  which  lies  east  of  Spanish 


1826.]  CLAIMS    IX    MISSOURI    AND    ARKANSAS,   ETC.  847 

claim,  wliicli  part  of  .said  soctinn  layinp,-  cn.st  of  .saiil  P|iaiiisli  (.■laiiii  yuur  iiii'inorialisl  stands  luiiiinl  rmt 
to  claim  by  virtue  nl'  his  pi-u-ciiiiitiuii;  tliat  part  of  said  seclioii  live  laying-  «jast  ol'  said  claim  is  aUo 
claimed  by  William  Ridg-way  and  Amos  Barnes  by  e(|ual  right  of  pre-emption;  also  a  small  fraction  in 
said  section  live  is  equally  claimed  by  said  William  and  Amos,  and  all  possessing  and  living  thircun.  1 
therefore  request  the  privilege  to  withdraw  my  application  of  that  part  of  said  section  whicii  lays  cast  of 
said  Spanish  claim;  also  to  withdraw  my  a])pIication  of  the  small  fraction  which  lays  s'lulli  of  said  lino 
in  section  five,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  beg  leave  to  apply  lor  the  imrchase  of  the  southwest  fractional  ipiartcr 
of  fractional  section  six,  in  range  sixteen,  townsliip  forty-eight,  west  of  the  lifth  princijial  meridian,  and 
north  of  the  Missouri  river. 

SlIADRACII   I'.AUNKS. 

-     RF.fiisTER's  Office,  Franllin,  Januanj  I'J,  is-i"). 

We  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  papers  liled  in  this  ollice. 

JOHN  MILLER,  lin/islcr. 
T.  A.  SMITH,  Jiercuri: 

Gf.xer.\l  Land  Office,  Knvciulirr  it,  1S24. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  8.  The  registers  and  receivers  of 
the  land  oflice  are  the  exclusive  judges  of  the  proi)rioty  of  issuing  certificates  for  pre-enqition  claims. 
With  their  rights  I  never  meant  to  interfere.  AH  that  1  intended  to  express  in  my  letter  to  the  register 
and  receiver  was,  that  the  claim  confirmed  in  the  name  of  the  assignees  of  Joseph  Deputj'  was  invalid, 
and,  as  a  confirmed  claim,  should  not  prevent  the  issuing  of  a  certificate  to  you,  if  you  were  otherwise 
entitled  to  a  certificate;  but  whether  you  were  entitled  to  a  certificate  was  left  to  the  register  and 
receiver  to  decide,  upon  a  review  of  the  whole  case,  as  well  in  relati<in  to  tla.'  law  as  the  facts,  and  I 
cannot  undertake  to  direct  what  that  decision  shall  be.  If  they  think  jiroper  to  make  a  special  report  of 
the  case  to  this  (jffice,  it  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  opinion. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  coiij-  of  a  Ic'tter  addressed  by  me,  to  Taylor  Berry,  escp,  in  relation  to 
this  claim. 

Witli  great  respect,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Mr.  Sn.uDRACH  Barxes,  Franklin,  JUssoin-i. 


No.  19. 

1.  If  the  concession  to  Deputy  has  not  been  confirmed  heretofore,  it  stamls  for  confirmation  now 
vinder  the  late  act  of  Congress  for  adjusting  land  claims  in  Missouri,  and  is  not  subject  to  examination 
before  any  other  tribunal. 

2.  If  not  confirmed,  the  cimducj  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  Franklin,  in  receiving  the  tcslimomj 
and  money  for  a  pre-emption  claim  upon  it,  is  illegal  and  vexatious;  the  United  States  having  no  right  to 
sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  any  unconfirmed  claim  till  Congress  shall  decide  upon  its  validity.     See  act  of  1811. 

3.  But  the  concession  to  Deputy  is  confirmed,  and  has  been  for  eleven  j'cars.  By  the  act  of  ISl-l 
all  concessions  are  confirmed  which  did  "  ajqicar,"  by  tho '' rejjoriti'^  <A'  the  commissioners,  registers,  or 
recorders  of  land  offices,  to  possess  certain  rec[uisites.  The  concessions  in  question  did  "appear"  l)y  such 
"rejxrts"  to  possess  these  requisites;  it  was  therefore  confirmed  by  laic,  and  is  not  reversible  by  any 
officer  of  the  law. 

The  withholding  of  the  patent  for  elevt'ii  years  has  been  almost  ruinous  to  the  holders,  and  I  request 
that  it  may  be  issued  immediately. 

THOMAS  H.  15ENT0X. 
March  12,  1825. 


No.  20. 

Gf.neral  Laxd  Office,  ManJi  1."),  1825. 

Sir:  The  papers  in  the  case  of  the  assignees  of  Deputy  to  S.  Barnes  were  submitted  to  you  in  August 
last,  when  you  concurred  in  opinion  with  me  that  the  evidence  filed  by  Barnes  justified  the  belief  that 
the  survey  "under  which  Deputy  claimed  had  not  been  actually  made,  and  that  theref(,)re  a  jiatent  should 
be  withheld.  In  consequence  "of  that  opinion,  letters,  of  whicli  the  enclosed  are  copies,  were  addressed 
to  the  register,  Mr.  Barnes,  and  Mr.  T.  Berry,  one  of  the  assignees  of  Deputy. 

Colonel  Benton  lately  applied  for  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  the  assignees  of  Deputy,  on  the  ground 
that  the  claim  was  confirmed  by  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  April  12,  1814,  and  that  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  by  the  third  section  of  that  act  did  not  authorize  him  to 
inquire  into  any  fact  in  relation  to  the  validili/  of  the  claim.  In  order  that  you  may  review  your  oiiinion, 
I  enclose  Colonel  Benton's  memorandum,  with  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  C(.imniis- 
sioners  in  relation  to  Deputy's  claim,  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bates,  the  recorder,  stating  the  reason  why  he 
issued  a  certificate  of  confirmation  in  this  case.  These  papers  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  decide 
whether  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  a  right  to  withhold  a  patent  in  this  case,  on  the 
ground  that  the  evidence  filed  in  bar  of  the  claim  is  such  as  to  induce  him  to  believe  that  the  survey  was 
not  "actually  made."  Should  the  opinion  heretofore  intimated  by  you  remain  unchanged,  then  another 
question  will  arise  on  which  your  opinion  is  requested.  It  is  provided  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
passed  February  11,  1811,  (vol.  4,  p.  320,  U.  S.  Laws,)  "that,  till  after  the  decision  of  Congress  thereon, 
no  tract  of  land" shall  be  offered  for  sale  the  claim  to  which  has  been,  in  due  time,  and  according  to  law, 
presented  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  district  of  L(niisiana,  and  file<l  in  his  ottice  for  the  ];)urpose 
of  being  investigated  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  ascertaining  the  right  of  persons  claiinin,g 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  "Louisiana."     The  claim  of  Deputy  was  thus  filed  and  marked  down  in  the  public 
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.surveys  as  a  private  claim.    Admitting  the  fact  that  Deputy's  claim  was  not  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1814, 
is  it  not  reserved  IVoiii  sale  by  the  act  above  alluded  to? 
I  am,  with  trrcat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  '  GEO.  GEAHAM. 

Wii.  Wun,  Esq.,  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stales. 


No.  21. 

Office  of  tuf.  Attorney  General,  April  12,  1825. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  your  questions  which  have  grown  out  of  the  claim  of  the  assignees  of  Joseph  i 

Deputy  and  Shadrach  Barnes,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  April  12,  1814,  | 

makes  it  j-our  duty  to  examine  whether  the  certificate  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  Missouri  in  favor  | 
of  the  assi"-nees  of  Deputy  was  fairly  obtained  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  that  act;  and 

if  it  does  not  appear  to  your  satisfaction  to  have  been  a  case  which  comes  fairly  within  the  proper  con-  | 

struction,  and  the  true   intent  and   meaning  of  the   act,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  within  your   power,  and  | 

becomes  your  duty,  to  witlihold  the  patent.  j 

On  your  seciiiid  (juestioii  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  land  claimed  by  Deputy  had  better  be  reserved  j 

from  public  sale  until  he  sliall  have  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  his  title  under  the  act  of  May  20,  1824; 

or,  in  case  of  his  neglecting  that  course,  until  the  limitation  prescribed  by  the  fifth  section  of  that  act  , 

tihall  bar  the  assertion  of  iiis  claim  under  it.  I 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

WM.  WIKT.  I 

George  GR.iiiAM,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  \ 


No.  22. 

St.  Louis,  January  16,  1826. 

Sir:  William  Nash  claims  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land  bj'  the  assignment  of  a  concession  made  by 
the  Spanish  government  to  Joseph  Deputj'.  This  concession  was  located  in  townships  forty-eight  and 
forty-nine,  range  si.xteen  west.  This  concession  was  confirmed  by  the  recorder  and  surveyor,  by  his  order, 
under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  general,  which  proceeding  was  afterwards  reported  to  Congress, 
who,  by  a  legislative  act,  approved  aU  the  proceedings  of  the  recorder  contained  in  said  report,  giving  a 
complete  title  to  Nash,  claiuiing  under  Dcput_y. 

But  the  patent  to  this  land  has  been  withheld  on  account  of  apretended  right  of  one  Barnes,  who 
claims  a  pre-emption  to  the  land  covered  by  the  concession — a  claim  without  pretext  of  right,  as  will  be 
shown  by  the  following  statement. 

A  pre-emption  right  ought  not  to  be  acquired  to  this  land  under  our  laws,  because  it  was  not  vacant, 
but  had  been  previously,  bj'  the  Spanish  government,  severed  from  the  King's  domain,  and  had  become 
private  property  before  the  acquirement  of  this  country  by  the  United  States.  All  private  property 
acquired,  as  well  by  the  act  of  the  government  as  the  industrious  enterprise  of  individuals,  is  protected 
by  the  treaty  of  cession. 

That  this  was  a  just  and  legitimate  concession,  and  appropriated  the  land  above  described,  is  ascer- 
tained by  the  acts  of  tlie  recorder  and  surveyor  general,  governmental  officers  appointed  to  act  in  this 
business,  who  adjudicated  the  right,  and  reportecl  their  proceedings  and  decision  in  favor  of  Nash  to 
Congress,  who,  by  solemn  act,  affirm  the  proceedings  and  judgment.  It  may  be  urged  that  the  land  was 
fraudulently  surveyed,  but  this  could  only  be  suggestion,  and  is  negative  as  a  cause  for  withholding  the 
patent  by  the  following  reasons:  the  land  was  surveyed  by  an  order  of  the  recorder,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  surveyor  general,  a  sworn  officer;  the  survey  returned  to  the  recorder,  who  confirms  the 
claim  according  to  the  survey,  and  the  claim,  thus  confirmed  by  metes  and  bounds,  is  by  him  reported  to 
Congress,  whose  legislative  act  conveys  all  right  of  this  government  to  that  part  of  the  public  domain 
contained  in  said  survey  to  William  Nash,  who  claims  under  Joseph  Deputy;  for,  on  examination,  you  will 
find  that  the  act  of  Congress  refers  specially  to  the  books  reported  to  that  body,  containing  the  proceedings 
of  the  recorder,  in  which  this  survey  and  information  is  contained.  The  correctness  of  the  survey  is  further 
corroborated  by  the  fact  that  the  government  has  sold  all  the  adjoining  land;  and  if  you  had  the  power 
in  the  abstract,  the  acts  of  the  government  have  produced  such  a  state  of  things  that  you  cannot  now 
exercise  the  power;  you  cannot  deprive  bona  fide  purchasers  of  land  acquired  from  the  government,  nor 
can  you  arbitrarily  deprive  Deputy  of  the  land  acquired  from  the  Spanisii  authorities,  sanctiond  by  ours. 
Nash  is  entitled  to  eight  hundred  arpents;  and  if  the  survey  is  inaccurate,  and  it  can  be  corrected,  he  is 
entitled  to  the  land  sold  by  this  government;  for  no  reasonable  form  will  hold  that  an  inaccurate  survey 
forfeits  a  right  to  land,  especially  when  that  inaccuracy  is  the  fault  of  an  officer  of  the  government.  But 
all  difficulty  in  issuing  tlie  jiatent  is  removed  by  the  indubitable  fact  that  Barnes  never  was  legally  entitled 
to  a  pre-emption  right.  This  land  was  surveyed  and  confirmed  by  the  recorder  in  the  year  1815,  and 
reported  to  Congress,  who  aiijiroved  his  decis"ion  in  1816.  Three  years  afterwards,  in  1819,  an  act  was 
passed  giving  pre-emption  rights  in  that  district  of  country  where  this  land  is  situated.  Previous  to  the 
])assage  of  tiiis  act,  the  occupation  of  this  land  was  a  violation  of  policy  and  laws  of  the  government,  and 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  liad  issued  orders  to  the  commander  of  the  military  stationed  at  Bell 
1'  ontuin  to  remove  the  intruders,  of  which  number  Barnes  was  one,  from  that  country.  Thus,  then,  when 
this  laud  was  surveyed  in  1815,  and  by  tliat  act  appropriated  to  Nasli,  Barnes  could"  have  no  pretence  of 
title,  no  claim  even  to  the  generosity  of  the  government.  He  was  then  an  intruder  in  open  violation  of 
l.aw,  and  ordered  to  bo  removed  by  military  force.  Government  had  exclusive  title  to  the  land  environing 
Deputy's  concession.  The  land  is  as  valuable  one  side  as  the  other.  If  the  survey  was  inaccurate,  the 
government  was  not  delVauded,  for  all  the  adjoining  land  has  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the 
public  treasury.     But  if  this  land  had  not  been  covered  by  Deputy's  concession,  and  appropriated  previous 
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to  1819,  and  liad  coiitiinu'd  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  Banios  was  and  is  iint  entitled  under  the  ]ire-enipti(iri 
laws  to  a  pre-emption  ri^-ht.  By  the  acts  of  Conj;-ress  nn  Ihe  subject  (if  pre-emption  ii,L;lils  the  claimant 
must  furnish  evidence  to  satisty  the  rejj-ister  and  reccixcr  of  tli<^  validity  of  iiis  rlaim  previous  to  the  day 
when  the  said  lands  are  to  be  exposed  to  sale  under  the  I'irsidcnI's  prochnnation.  'I'lier(>  is  no  discretion 
left  with  the  register  and  receiver.  The  time  is  prescribed  within  wliirh  tlic  evidence  is  to  lie  introduced 
and  the  claim  made;  and  if  all  this  is  not  accomplished  within  the  appointed  period,  liie  claim  is  forfeited, 
and  the  land  must  be  sold  at  ]inblic  auction  to  the  hie-hest  bidder.  It  will  appear  in  \our  ollice  lh:it  sulli- 
cient  evidence  was  not  pmduced  liy  Barnes  to  establish  his  right  pr<'vious  to  the  d'av  of  sale,  and  that 
the  register  and  receiver,  in  consequence  of  a  delK-iency  in  testimony,  postponed  a  decision  upon  his  appli- 
cation, and,  during  this  postponement,  have  sold  all  the  adjacent  lands.  These  ollicers  are  special  agents 
created  by  an  act  of  Congress.  The  act  creating  delines  tlunr  p<iwers,  and  they  can  do  nothing  but  what 
that  act  empowers  them  to  do,  and  in  the  nuinner  it  directs.  Bariu's  was  bound  to  produce  sullicient 
evidence  previous  to  the  day  of  sale.  If  he  did  not  furnisli  sullicient  testimony  to  establisii  his  claim,  that 
fact,  appearing  from  his  own  showing,  had  no  title,  for  liis  title  sitrings  out  of  the  law,  and  must  be  nuide 
out  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  granting  pre-emption,  or  the  claim  cainiot  exist.  The  register 
and  receiver  had  no  right  to  postiione  a  claim  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  further  testimony  in  this  case; 
and  the  postponement  itself  im]dies  a  decision  within  the  legal  period  against  Barnes,  for,  if  there  had 
been  sufficient  testinioin-,  no  postponement  would  have  been  required,  but  the  pre-cm|)tion  would  have 
been  granted.  Then  the  conclusion  is  inevitable  that  Barnes  has,  within  the  period  prescribed,  established 
no  claim,  and  his  right  to  establisii  the  claim  being  now  forfeited,  his  only  remedy,  if  he  has  any,  must  be 
on  application  to  Congress  to  enable  him  to  purchase  elsewhere;  for  no  constitutional  power  exists  in  any 
branch  of  our  government  to  enable  him  to  get  the  land  in  c(nitrovcrsy.  Congress  cannot  interfere  with 
Nash's  right,  because  it  has  by  solemn  act  granted  this  land  to  him,  wliich  cannot  now  be  re-examined 
and  revoked.  I  have  thus  endeavored  hastily  to  give  j-ou  my  view  of  this  case.  To  me  it  apjiears  one 
without  difficulty,  and  I  Hatter  myself  you  will  send  the  i>atent  by  the  bearer. 
Yours,  respectftdly, 

Gf]Oi;(;E  F.  STROTIIER. 
Geo.  Gr.ui.\m,  Es(|.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


No.  3. 

CASE    OF    LOUIS    L.in.^rME. 


In  this  case  Louis  Labnume  claimed  800  arpents  before  the  board  of  commissioners,  who  rejeeled  the 
claim,  and  it  is  not  included  in  the  subsequent  reports  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles.  A  patent  certificate, 
issued  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  under  the  act  of  1814,  has  been  presented  for  a  patent,  accompanied 
bj-  a  survey  for  9,752.38  acres,  which  has  been  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  has  not  been  legal, 
and  that  the  recorder  had  no  authiirity  to  act  on  claims  exceeding  a  league  sipiare. 

Recorder's  Office,  St.  Louis,  March  1,  1825. 

Sib:  On  the  25th  ultimo  a  caveat  was  served  on  me,  requesting  that  a  patent  certificate  (reported  to 
you  by  my  predecessor  as  having  been  issued,  but  one  of  those  at  present  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Milburn,) 
should  not  issue  for  a  claim  of  the  representatives  of  Louis  Labaume,  situated  in  the  point  of  the  Missouri. 

Having  no  control  over  this  certificate,  it  being  one  of  those  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Milburn,  I  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the  caveat,  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  In  addition,  I 
would  remark,  in  relation  to  this  claim,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  confirmation  of  it  in  the  books 
of  this  office.  The  decision  of  the  board  of  commissioners  upijii  it  I  herewith  forward  to  you.  Nothing 
subsequent  to  this  decision  appears  to  have  been  done  in  relation  to  this  claim  either  by  the  board  of 
commissioners  or  recorder  of  land  titles,  except  that  it  appears  to  have  been  reported  to  the  surveyor  of 
Missouri,  &c.,  to  be  surveyed,  as  will  appear  by  his  descriptive  list,  as  given  me  in  the  note  of  Mr.  Milburn, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  patent  certificate  is  number  388,  and  is  therefore  one  of  those  which  Mr.  Milburn  is  instructed 
by  Mr.  Le  Due  not  to  deliver  until  re-examined  by  Mr.  Bates,  as  they  relate  to  New  Madrid  certificates, 
a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  you  on  the  15tli  of  February  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  HUNT. 

Hon.  George  Gr-UUSI,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

To  the  Recorder  of  Land  Titles  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas: 

Take  notice  that  sundry  persons  claiming  to  be  the  legal  representatives  of  Louis  Labaume  in  a  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  St.  Charles,  containing  8,000  arpents,  adjoining  on  the 
one  side  the  lands  of  the  late  Samuel  Griffitli,  liave  caused  to  be  surveyed  and  included  in  said  claim  a 
quantity  of  land  exceeding  11,000  arpents,  thereby  including  a  tract  of  land  of  which  tlie  undersigned  is 
entitledto  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  from  the  United  States.  And  the  undersigned  also  shows 
that  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by  said  Labaume  and  his  representatives  has  not  been  confirmed.  And 
because  the  granting  a  patent  certificate  for  said  land  would  not  only  be  manifestly  unjust  and  greatly 
injurious  to  the  L'nited  States,  but  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  undersigned,  he  jirays  that  no  patent 
cer^'ficate  be  issued,  and  that  the  whole  matter  be  re-examined  as  to  the  recorder  shall  seem  just. 

DANIEL  JOHNSON. 

VOL.  IV lOT  c 
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CouxTY  OF  St.  Locis: 

Tlii.s  daj'  personally  appears  Daniel  Juliusoii,  and  makes  oath  that  he  this  day  saw  in  the  office  of  the 
surveyor  -.-eneral  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  patent  certiticate,  issued  by  the  late  recorder  of  land  titles, 
of  upwards  of  nine-  tlunisand  arpents  of  land,  being-  the  same  tract  of  land  menticmed  m  the  foregoing- 
jjyjj^p  DAMLL  JOHNSON. 

Swurn  to  and  subscribed,  February  25,  1825,  before  me.  n  ,-nvy-n^^     r    n 

J.    V.   G-AKNILK,  J,   r. 

Surveyor's  Office,  March  1,  1825. 

The  descriptinii  (if  L<aiis  Labaume's  claim  was  omitted  by  Mr.  Bates  in  the  first  list  of  confirmations 
furnished  tlie  surveyor's  otlice,  and  was  afterwards,  together  with  several  other  tracts,  furnished  by  him 
in  a  note  without  diite.     The  note  commences  as  follows: 

"Descri|ition  of  sundry  tracts  of  land  omitted  in  the  general  lists  heretofore  supplied  to  the  surveyor 
i^eneral's  otlice,  but  which  the  undersigned,  recorder  of  land  titles  for  Missouri  Territory,  is  now  desirous 
to  add  to  those  lists,  to  wit:"  .        ^      .     ^    , 

Then  follows  the  description  of  Baptiste  Dechocpiet's  claim,  and  alter  it  "Louis  Labaume,  Con.  c. 
page  33S,  S,000  arpents,  between  ;SIissouri  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  bounded  north  by  Samuel  Griffith, 
and  soiitl'i  (;it  the  time  of  the  survey  being  vacant  lands,  but  afterwards)  by  Francis  Saucier  and  Charles 
Sanguinct. 

"XivrE. The  general  limits  of  the  survey  contained  9,000  arpents,  1,000  of  which  were  considered 

worthless  on  account  of  inundation,  i.tc.     Survey  at  expense  of  claimant." 

Then  comes  tiirec  other  claims,  and  the  note  signed  Federick  Bates,  recorder  of  land  titles,  acting  as 
commissioner.  WILLIAM  MILBURN. 

T.  lIuxT,  Esq. 


Saturday,  Jamiary  11,  1812. 


Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Liiuis  Labaume,  claiming  8,000  arpents  of  land  situate  in  Portage  de  Soux,  district  <jf  St.  Charles, 
produces  record  of  a  grant  from  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  dated  July  5,  1802,  with  condition  for  the  com- 
pliance with  the  3d,  4th,  6th,  1th,  and  9th  articles  of  the  instructions,  &c.,  "and  is  found  in  the  abstract 
of  all  the  concessions  and  patented  grants  of  land  appertaining  to  the  district  of  Louisiana  recorded  in 
the  registry  kept  by  the  Spanish  and  French  governments  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  since  July  2, 1756, 
until  April  23,  1802,  transmitted  to  this  board  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

A  majority  of  the  board  decline  acting  on  tliis  claim.     The  original  title  papers  not  produced. 

John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  declares  that  he  cannot  act,  as  no  original  title  paper  is  produced. 

Recorder's  Office,  St.  Louis,  March  1,  1825. 
Truly  copied  from  the  minutes  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  book  5,  page  556,  on 
file  in  my  office.  THEODORE  HUNT. 

General  Land  Office,  May  16,  1825. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  of  Marcli  has  been  received.  As  the  claim  of  Louis  Labaume  to  8,000  arpents 
at  the  Portage  de  Sioux  was  not  confirmed  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  or  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles, 
urider  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1814,  it  must  be  considered  as  an  unconfirnied  claim.  Of  this  fact  you 
will  inform  the  ju'esent  claimant  of  the  land,  in  order  that  the  title  to  the  land  may  be  tried  agreeablv  to 
the  act  of  May  26,  1824. 

Witli  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Theodore  Hunt,  Esq.,  Recorder,  Ht.  Louis,  Missouri. 


No.  4. 

BERNARD  PRATTE,   UNDER    JOHN    B.   PERJOL 

In  this  case  the  recorder  of  land  titles  has  issued  a  patent  certificate  in  favor  of  Bernard  Pratte,  under 
John  B.  Perjol,  for  204.02  acres,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1801;  but  the  reports  in  the  General  Land  Office 
do  not  exhibit  such  a  confirmation. 

General  Land  Office,  llay  31,  1824. 
Sir:  The  issuing  of  a  patent  in  favor  of  Bernard  Pratte,  under  John  B.  Perjol,  for  204.02  acres,  is 
suspended  in  consequence  of  the  claim  not  being  in  your  reports.     You  will  please  give  me  a  certified 
copy  of  that  part  of  the  report  in  vour  office  which  embraces  the  claim. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  GEORGE  GRAHAM, 

Fred.  Bates,  Esq.,  Recorder,  St.  Louis. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis  to  the  Commi'^sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

dated  July  10,  1824. 

"The  case  of  Bernard  Pratte,  under  John  B.  Perjol,  is  not  very  intelligible  even  to  myself  at  this 
time,  and  1  must  confess  that  I  have  fallen  into  an  inadvertency  in  the  issue  of  the  patent  certificate.  It 
was  acted  upon  by  the  late  board,  who  decided  in  its  favor,  but  not  conclusively,  as  the  quantity  had  not 
licen  ascertameil  by  actual  survey.  This  our  books  show,  but  I  cannot  learn  at  the  surveyor's  office  the 
autliurily  under  which  the  si'rvey  was  made.     I  hope  iu  a  short  time  to  give  a  satisfactory  account." 


lS-26.] 


CLAI.MS    1\    MlSSOriM    AND    A  K  KANSAS 
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851 


Xo, 


CASE  (IF   HEIRS  HE  WILLIAM    llAV^ 


r.MiK]:  1'.   MII.LEK. 


Ill  this  case  the  recorder  oi'  laml  lilies  issued  a  |>atciit  eeitilieatr  iiiidiT  tlic  acl.  nl'  A|iril  IJ,  \^\A,  in 
fiivor  ot'tlie  heirs  of  William  Hays,  inuler  I'liilip  Miller,  foi-  I'ldn  arpeiits;  l>ut  Iheic  is  im  sueli  e..iitiiniali(in 
exhibited  mi  tlie  hunks  of  the  (ieiieral  Land  Olliee,  oi-   in  tlie  olliei'  of  the  rernrder  of  laml  lillis. 

(iKNEILU.   LaMi  On  Ii-k,  ,//////    Is,    IS-J.l. 

Sir:  Private  claim  eertilieatc  No.  34(i,  in  favor  of  the  heirs  nl'  Williaiu  Hays,  under  l'hih|i  Miller,  for 
600  arpents,  lias  hecii  sent  to  this  office  for  a  patent,  hut  mi  an  examination  of  the  repurfs  in  this  dlliee 
the  claim  cannot  he  found.  The  recorder,  in  his  report,  rccominends  for  confirmation  a  elaim  ..f  Ihi'  hiirs 
of  William  Hays  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  county  of  St.  Charles,  coutainiiif;'  1,0(10  arpents,  f.junded  .,n  a 
concession  from  Z.  Trudean,  surveyed  Xoveinher  H1,  1799,  and  inhahited  and  cultivated  IVdin  IT.IO  to 
1809.  If  these  are  diti'ereiit  claims,  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  coiilirmation  ol'  tlio 
600  arpent  tract. 

I  am,  very,  &c.,  .1X0.  M.  ,MU()i;E,  Cliirf  CIn-L: 

Theodore  IIu.nt,  Es(|.,  llri-ordcr,  St.  Louis. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  reeurder  of  land  titles  to  the  Cominis.-^ioiier  nftlie  General  Laud  Offlci',  Aio/ust  17,  1^125. 

"In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  IStli  ultimo  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  j-ou  a  list  of  all  the 
confirmations  on  record  in  this  office  in  favor  nf  William  Haj's  I'r  Thilip  .Miller." 

Gexeral  Lanti  Office,  Septemher  22,  1825. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  private  claim  certilicate  Xo.  340,  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  AVilliain  Hays, 
under  Philip  Miller,  for  600  arpents.  in  relation  to  which  you  were  written  to  on  the  iSfh  of  July  last. 
The  conlirmations  \o  the  heirs  of  William  Hays,  to  Philip  ililler,  and  to  Ira  Cottle,  under  William  Hays, 
copies  of  which  were  received  with  your  letter  of  the  17th  August,  are  contained  in  the  ropcn-ts  in  this  office; 
but  the  certificate  issued  by  the  recorder  docs  not  correspond  with  either  of  these  contirmaticwis,  as  the 
confirmation  to  the  heirs  of  William  Hays  is  for  1,000  arpents,  and  no  mention  is  made  of  their  Jiaving 
claimed  that  tract  in  right  of  Philip  Miller. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  endorse  on  the  certificate  a  ci.>py  of  the  confirmation  for  which  it  was  issued, 
with  such  remarks  as  you  niav  deem  applicable  to  the  case. 

I  am,  very,  &c.,        "  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Theiidore  IIun't,  Esq.,  liecerrder. 

Recorder's  Office,  ,S'/.  Louis,  Novemher  7,  182o. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  September,  together 
with  patent  certificate  Xo.  346.  Upon  a  strict  search  in  this  office,  I  do  not  find  ain-  confirmation  for  the 
land  as  specified  in  said  certificate.  Mr.  Le  Due,  the  former  agent  or  clerk  of  Mr.  Bates,  has  likewise 
made  a  search  in  this  office  with  the  same  result;  but  he  told  me  there  were  other  confirmations  made 
than  those  in  this  office,  in  the  surveyor's  office,  and  that  he  would  search  there  and  let  me  know  the 
result;  since  which  I  have  not  heard  from  him.  I  therefore  enclose  the  said  private  claim  certificate  Xo. 
346  without  any  endorsement  on  it. 

I  am,  'very,  &c.,  .  THEODORE  HUXT. 

Hon.  George  Graham,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 

Com m issioner's  certificates  issued. 


No. 

Daie. 
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No.  3. 

No.  4. 

524 
337 

Oct.     17 
April     5 

William  Hays-  fib  ... 
Philip  Miller 

Ira  Cottle 

Philip  Milk-r... 

Concession.. 
Concession.. 

6oa 

600 

St.  CharlPS. 

Opinions  of  (lie  Erconhr  of  Land  T(ile.<. 


Concession,  order,  or  warrant 
of  survey.  i 


Notice    to   tlic      Lariil  claimed, 
recorder. 


I 


Concession  from  Fj.  Trudean, !  Survey,  November     William  Hays'  j  1,000  arpents., , 
lieutenant    governor,    No-         10,  1799.  heirs, 

vember  10,  1799.  | 


Tit^ue  CO.,  St. 
Charles. 


Possession,  inliabiiation,  and  ■  Opinions  nf  ilip  re- 
cullivation.  cordcr. 


Possession,  inhabitation,  and  Confirmed  1,000  ar- 
cultivation,  from  1799  to  pents.  C.  P.  26, 
1S09.  Report  9Ik 


Kecorder's  Office,  St.  Louis,  ^lugust  17,  l§2o. 


TIIEODOUE  IICNT,  Recorder  in  the  State  of  Missouri, '^■c. 
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No.  6. 

DE.VITO    V.VSCJUEZ. 

Vasquez  eiitorod  this  claim  bcforo  the  comrnissioner.s  iu  virtue  of  settlement,  and  the  enclosed  paper 
states  the  reasons  why  it  was  rejected  by  them.  It  is  not  included  in  any  of  the  recorder's  reports  alluded 
to  in  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  A])rii  -29,  1816.  A  certificate  issued  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at 
St.  Louis,  under  the  act  of  1814,  has  been  presented  for  a  patent,  which  is  refused  because  the  claim  is 
not  considered  as  liciny;  ciin(irmed. 

Recorder's  Office,  St.  Louis,  December  20,  1825. 
Sir:    In  reply  to  your  letter  of  15th   October,   I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  you  all  the 
information  this  oflice  "affords,  as  required  by  that  communication.     The  claim  of  Benito  Vasquez  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  conlirmed. 

I  jiave  the  honor  to  be,  with  fcreat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  HUNT. 
Hon.  (iEORGE  Gk.ui.\m,   Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 

Dn.  Franciscii  Criizat,  ten.  conuiel  g-raduado  de  infanteria,  capitan  de  g-ranaderos  del  regimicnto  iino  de  la 
Louisiana,  ciiiuandante  teniente  de  g(jliernadiir  de  esta  partida  occidental  y  distritos  de  los  Ilinois. 

Visto  lo  espuesto  en  el  memorial  presentado  por  Dn.  Benito  Vasquez  vecino  de  este  jjueblo  con  fecha 
diez  y  oclio  de  Noviembre  de  este  corriente  ano  le  e  concedido  y  concede  a  titulo  de  propriedad  para  el  y 
sus  I'lerederos  y  otros  que  representen  su  derecho,  los  nueve  arpaues  de  tierra  que  solicita  que  confinau 
por  un  lado  a  las  tierras  de  Joseph  Brazeau  por  el  otro  a  las  tierras  de  Jose  Motar,  por  el  leste  a  la  orilla 
del  y'u)  Misisipi  y  jjor  el  oeste  al  camiiKJ  real  que  Ca.  a  la  praderia  a  catalana  con  condicion  de  establecer 
la  dentro  de  un  ano  a  contar  desde  esta  ieclia  y  de  lo  contrario  quedara  incornorados  dichos  nueva  arpanes 
al  douiinio  real,  deviendo  estar  sujeto  a  todos  los  cargos  publicos  y  otros  que  S.  M.  quiera  imponerle.  Dado 
en  Sn.  Luis  de  Ilinois,  a  los  viente  dias  del  mes  de  Noviembre  del  ano  de  mil  setecientos  ochenta  y  seis. 

FRANCO.  CRUZAT. 

A  true  copy  from  Livre  Terrien,  book  4,  page  15.  THEODORE  HUNT. 

July  19,  1806. 

The  board  met  agreealily  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  lions.  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose, 
and  James  L.  Donaldson,  esqs. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  two  hundred  arpents  of  laud,  situate  in  the 
district  of  St.  Louis,  running  north  and  south,  bounded  northerly  by  a  tract,  the  property  of  said  claimant, 
being  part  of  a  tract  granted  said  Benito  Vasquez  by  concession  from  Francis  Cruzat,  dated  November 
22,  ITJl),  i)rodiices  the  said  concession,  together  with  an  assignment  of  said  land,  dated  May  25,  1800. 

Jacques  Clamorgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  tlie  said  Benito  settled  on  said  tract  of  land  about 
n88,  built  a  house  on  the  same,  and  that  the  same  has  been  actually  cultivated  eitiier  by  said  Benito  or 
his  re])resentatives  to  this  day;  and  that  three  crops  liave  been  raised  on  the  same  prior  to  the  year  1800. 

The  board  reject  this  claim  for  want  of  actual  inhabitation  on  October  1,  1800,  and  remark  that  tlie 
said  Benito,  having  raised  three  crops  on  tlie  same,  had,  by  the  Spanish  laws  and  usages,  acquired  the 
right  of  domain. — (Book  1,  pages  412,  413.) 

MoxDAV,  August  19,  1811. 

Board  met.     Present:  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Frederick  Bates,  commissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  assignee  of  Benito  Vasquez,  claiming  t\vo  arpents  front,  running  back  to  the  road 
leading  from  St.  Louis  to  Carondelet.— (See  book  No.  1,  page  412.)  The  board  order  that  this  tract  be 
surveyed — survey  at  expense  of  claimant. — (Book  5,  page  319.) 

Wed.n'esday,  January  15,  1812. 

Board  met.     Present:  Jolin  B.  C.  Lucas,  Clement  B.  Penrose,  and  Frederick  Bates,  conunissioners. 

Joseph  Brazeau,  claiming  under  Benito  Vasquez.— (See  book  5,  page  319.)  A  majority  of  the  board 
declare  that  they  would  have  confirmed  this  claim  had  it  been  found  not  to  have  exceeded  twenty 
arpents. 

John  B.  C.  Lucas,  commissioner,  makes  the  same  remarks  as  in  the  claim  of  August.  Chouteau,  page 
559.— (Book  5,  page  562.) 

Recorder's  Office,  St.  Louis,  December  20,  1825. 
A  true  copy.  THEODORE  HUNT. 


No.  7. 

DAVID    KIXCAID. 


I"  this  case  Kincaid  claimed  before  tlio  board  of  commissioners  a  settlement  right,  which  was  rejected, 
anu  nis  claim  i.s  not  embraced  in  any  of  tiie  recorder's  reports  submitted  to  Congress.     The  recorder  has, 
<n  evei    issued  a  cert.licate  fnr  a  patent,  wliieh   has  been  refused,  as  the  claim   is   not  considered   as 
liaving  Ijccii  conlirmed. 


1 8'26.J  C  L  A  1  M  S    IN    MISSOURI    A  N  I)    A  ]i  K  A  N  S  A  S  ,    !•;  T  (J . 


J;i;oii:|)Kk's  Oifuk,  S/.  /.o/nV,  (>rl,,h,T  11,  isij"). 
Sir:  On  Wei:lnend;iy  lant  I  liatl  tlio  Imuor  nf  rccoivinj;-  your  several  letters  nj'  the  7tli  ami  1  lili  iiliijnn, 
together  with  the  patent  uf  John  Andrews.      Mnelnsi'il  vmu  will  please  receive  all  ihr  iiilMi mat  Imh  this  nlliei' 
is  enabled  to  t'uniish  relating  to  the   claim  <>['  David  Kiiiiaid,    it  being  oik'  of  ihi.'  elainis  n  renc(l  to  in  niv 
letter  of  the  SOth  of  June, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  res|ieet,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Tiii:ui>ui;i-;  hint. 

lion.  George  (irau.vm,  ('ommi.-i!!(oner  of  tin'  iieniTcd  Land  Office. 

Ai'Rii,  2,  ISOll. 

The  board  met  agreeably  to  adjoununeut.  Present:  the  Hon,  John  B.  C.  Lueas  anil  James  L. 
Donaldson,  esq. 

David  Kineaid,  claiming,  as  aforesaid,  500  arpents  of  land  situate  on  a  fork  of  the  river  Charefte, 
district  aforesaiil,  jiroduces,  as  a  special  permission  to  settle,  a  concession  from  Charles  1).  Delassus,  dated 
June  14,  1S03,  and  a  certiticate  of  survej-,  dated  February  2",  180G. 

Kineaid  C'ahhvell,  being'  duly  sworn,  says  that  claimant  having  purchased  the  right  of  one  f'rancis 
Woods  to  the  said  land,  who  had  then  a  cabin  on  the  same,  did,  in  the  year  ISO:!,  proeeeil  to  the  building 
of  a  house;  that  he  had   then  a  family  consisting  of  himself,  wife,  and  eight  children,  anil  that  eaily  in 
the  spring  of  1804  he  removed  on  said  land,  and  has  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  it  to  this  day. 
The  board  rejected  this  claim. 
On  motion,  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

JOHN  B.  C.  LUCAS 
JAS.  L.  DONALDSON. 
Book  l,page  Xo.  219. 

Tl'esd.vy,  9  o'cJoct,  August  14,  1S07. 

The  board  met  agreeablj-  to  adjournment.  Present:  the  Hon.  John  B.  0.  Lucas  and  Frederick 
Bates,  esq. 

David  Kineaid,  claiming,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  ot  Congress  of  March  2,  1805,  500  arpents 
of  land  situate  on  the  forks  of  the  river  Charette,  district  of  St.   Charles,  pr(jduces,  as   a  s[)ecial  permis- 
sion to  settle,  a  concession  from  Charles  D.  Delassus,  dated  January-  14,  1803,  together  with  u  plat  and 
certificate  of  survey  of  the  same,  dated  February  27,  1806. 
Laid  over  for  decision 

JOIIX  B.  C.  LUCAS. 
FKEDEKICK   BATES. 
Boot  S,  jyage  31. 
•  MoxiiAY,  Xovemher  20,  1809. 

Board  met.     Present:  John  B.  C.  Lucas  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  commissioners. 

David  Kineaid  claiming  500  arpents  of  land,  situate  on  the  fork  of  the  river  Charette,  in  the  district 
of  St.  Charles. —  (See  book  Xo.  1,  page  219,  book  No.  3,  page  31.)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  this 
claim  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

JOHN  B.  C.  LUCAS. 
CLEMENT  B.  PENROSE. 

THEODORE  HUNT. 

Recorder's  Office,  St.  Louis,  Odoher  11,  1825. 

CiEXERAL  Land  Office,  November  2,  1825. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  with  copies  of  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  on  the  claim  of 
David  Kineaid,  has  been  received,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  claim  cannot  be  considered  as  being 
confirmed. 

I  am,  very  respectfull}',  j-our  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAil. 
Theodore  Uixt,  Esq.,  Recorder  of  Land  Titles,  tit.  Louis,  Mo. 

General  Land  Office,  Sejytemljer  1,  1820. 
Sir:  The  recorder's  certificate,  No.  720,  in  favor  of  David  Kineaid,  for  425.35  acres,  survey  No.  1830, 
has  been  presented  to  this  ofllce  for  a  patent,  whicli  has  been  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  reports  in 
this  office  not  exhibiting  any  confirmation  in  his  name.     I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, with  a  copy  of  the  evidence  in  your  office  in  relation  to  this  claim. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Theodore  IIl'nt,  Esq.,  Recorder,  &c.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


G. 


rASE    OF    SEABUP.N's    REPRESEKTATirES. 


A  patent  certificate,  No.  975,  has  been  issued  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  favor  of  "  George  Seaburn's 
representatives,''  and  presented  to  this  office  for  a  patent.  The  recorder  of  land  titles  was  informed  that 
the  reports  in  this  office  did  not  exhibit  any  confirmation  to  the  "representatives  of  George  Seaburn,"  but 
that  there  was  one  in  favor  of  the  "  representatives  of  John  Seaburn,''  and  the  certificate  was  sent  to  him 
for  correction,  which  he  has  returned  without  correction,  with  information  that  the  reports  in  his  office 
correspond  with  the  patent  certificate. 


854  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  536. 


CASE  OF   NATHANIEL    SIMONDS. 


Nuthanicl  Sim. mils  claims,  boforo  the  board  of  commissioners  at  St.  Louis,  a  tract  of  410  arpents  on 
the  river  Cuiver,  by  whom  his  claim  was  rejected.  The  recorder  of  land  titles  has,  in  his  report  of  claims 
founded  on  settlement,  recommended  the  claim  for  confirmation  in  the  name  of  Nathaniel  Simono<,  on  the 
river  Bardi'iinc.     On  this  confirmation  a  survey  in  the  name  of  Simonds  has  been  made  on  the  Culver. 

The  report  of  tlie  recorder  was  confirmed  by  the  act  of  April  29,  1S16. 


19th  Conxress.]  ^O-    535.  [2d  Session. 

CLAIM  TO  LAND  IX  TENNE?<SEE   UNDER  A  fIRANT  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  2G,    182(5. 

Mr.  BucKNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  John  Winton,  a  citizen  of  Tennessee,  reported: 

The  jjctitioner  alleges  that  one  David  Stewart,  after  the  State  of  North  Carolina  had  opened  an  office 
for  the  entry  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  for  the  redemption  of  specie  and  i.ither  certificates,  made 
an  entry  October  25,  1783,  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  the  words  and  figures  following':  "No.  429. 
David  Stewart,  1,000  acres  in  Green  countj',  on  the  north  side  of  Tennessee  river.  Little  Chickamaga  creek, 
including  the  island  opposite  the  same,  and  running  down  the  river  for  complement."  That  a  warrant 
issued  June  25,  1784;  that  a  grant  issued  to  said  Stewart  thereon,  from  said  State  of  North  Carolina,  on 
November  15,  1800.  He  states  that  he  purchased  said  1,000  acres  of  land  from  said  Stewart,  and  received 
a  deed  of  conveyance  from  him  for  said  land,  dated  August  18,  1815.  He  also  states  that  the  tract  of 
country  in  which  said  1,000  acres  of  land  are  situated  was  ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  by  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  by  treaty  ratified  February  27,  1819;  that,  by  that  treaty,  040  acres  of  land,  being- 
part  of  said  1,000,  was  reserved  in  fee  simple  to  a  certain  William  Brown,  of  the  Cherokee  nation;  that 
Brown  leased  part  of  the  land  aforesaid  to  one  Cornet,  against  whom,  after  said  Cornet  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  it,  the  said  Winton  instituted  an  action  of  ejectment  in  a  court  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  whicli, 
had  jurisdiction  of  the  matter;  but  that  he  finally  failed  in  said  suit,  it  being  decided  by  the  court  that 
the  title  secured  under  said  reservation  was  superior  in  law  to  that  of  Winton;  and  that  he  incurred  an 
expense  of  §09  39  in  prosecuting  said  suit.  He  states  that  the  640  acres  so  secured  to  said  reserve  is 
about  the  centre  of  the  said  1,000  acre  tract.  These  statements  are  substantially  proven,  partly  bj^  the 
exhibits  filed  with  the  iietition,  and  in  part  by  other  proof.  Among  the  exhibits  filed  are  the  entry  patent 
from  North  Carolina,  deed  of  conveyance  from  Stewart  to  Winton,  and  that  part  of  the  record  of  the  suit, 
referred  to  in  the  petition,  wdiicli  sIioavs  the  faihu'e  of  the  petitioner  in  said  suit.  The  bill  of  costs  is  also 
filed.  By  the  treaty  of  February  27,  1819,  it  appears  that  a  reservation  was  made  to  William  Brown. — 
{See  Law^  of  the  United  Stales,  vol.  6,  p.  751.) 

Tin-ee  witnesses,  whose  respectabilit3'  of  character  is  well  attested,  swear  that  they  carefully  examined 
said  040  acres  of  land,  and  that  they  estimated  it  a*  worth  §5,000.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  paid  the  value  of  said  640  acres,  and  have  reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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SURVEYS   IN   MISSISSIPPI   AND   LOUISIANA,  SOUTH   OP   THE   THIRTY-FIRST  DEGREE  OF 

NORTH  LATITUDE. 

COMMUNIC.WED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  26,    1826. 

Treasury  Department,  December  22,  1826. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th  instant,  "  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  state  to  the  House  the  causes  that  have  prevented  the  surveys  of  the 
public  lands  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  in  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  and  at  wliat 
period  it  is  exjiected  the  surveys  will  be  completed,  and  the  lands  brought  into  market,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  December  20,  1826,  and  the 
documents  to  which  it  refers,  which  contain  the  information  required  by  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  JRepresenlatices. 
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(iF.NEKAI.    LaNM    Olllrl',     I Krriiilirr    -Jll,     ISl't'i. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  i-ostjjution  cit'  the  Ilnusi-  dl  liciircscnlaliN-cs,  dutrd  ilic  liiili  iii.siuiii,  in  tin- 
following  words:  "  Jies:olv<'d,  That  the  Scciclai  y  uf  the  Trcasnry  I"'  diiccliMl  |u  slate  lo  this  !  louse  Ihc 
causes  that  have  iireveuted  the  snixcys  ol'  llie  |iulilie  lands  .south  of  the  31st  ileg-ice  of  hililiidi',  in  Ihe 
States  of  Mississiiipi  and  Louisiana,  and  al  what  )H'iiod  it  is  ex|K'eled  the  surveys  will  lie  ecini|p|eled  and 
the  lands  brought  into  market,"  and  whieli  lias  heeu  referred  to  this  ullice,  I  liaxc  the  lumoi-  in  slate  th.it 
the  following  causes  have  had  a  tendency  to  retard  the  eoinliletion  of  the  surveys  ol'  the  |iulilie  lands  and 
private  land  claims  south  of  the  31st  degree  nf  nertli  latitude,  in  the  Sl.ates  of  Lnuisiana,  .Mississippi,  and 
Alabama. 

1st.   A  defective  organization  of  the  surveying  de|)artnient  as  a]iplicalde  to  that  sect  inn  of  the  cnunlrv. 

2d.  The  renewal,  from  time  to  time,  nf  the  sexeral  acts  relative  tn  tlii'  adiustmi-nt  of  ]iri\ate  laml 
claims. 

3d.  The  'detention  of  the  honks,  reconls,  and  papers,  by  the  late  principal  deputy  sur\'eynr,  Silas 
Dinsmoor,  who  was  removed  from  otlice  in  October,  1824. 

On  these  several  points  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  extracts  from  icpurts  lieretutnre  made  bv  tijis 
office,  marked  Xos.  1,  2,  and  3,  and  in  the  paper  marked  No.  4. 

In  that  i)art  of  Louisiana  east  of  the  ilississippi  river,  and  south  of  llie  31st  degree  of  north  latitude, 
the  connnissioiiers  have  not  yet  made  linal  reports  in  relation  to  private  claims.  It  is  believed  that  they 
are  nmking  due  progress,  and  will  close  their  rep<irts  within  the  period  linnted  by  law.  The  surveying 
of  individualclaims  is  pro.i;M-essing,  but  the  returns  of  the  township  plats,  which  nnist  be  made  previous 
to  offering  the  lands  at  public  sale,  is  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  second  and  third  I'.iuses  stated  in  this 
report. 

In  that  part  of  Mississippi  south  of  the  .'Jlst  degree  of  north  latitude  neaily  all  the  public  lands  have 
been  surveyed,  but  the  ])rivate  claims  which  have  been  confirmed  cainiot  lie  laid  clnwn  un  the  township 
plats,  and  those  plats  examined  by  the  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee,  and  returned  to  this  office,  so  as  to 
enable  the  President  to  proclaim  the  lands  fir  sale,  until  the  books,  records,  and  papers  siiall  have  been 
delivered  by  the  late  principal  deputy  surve3-or  to  the  person  appointed  to  fill  that  olHce. 

In  that  part  of  Alabama  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude  a  lar,ge  portion  of  the  public  lands 
have  been  surveyed,  but  the  same  causes  which  (iperated  in  Mississippi  have  had  their  effect  in  preventing 
these  lands  from  being  prepiared  for  sale;  and,  in  addition  to  these  causes,  it  is  desirable  to  place  bylaw 
the  surveying  of  the  private  claims  in  Alabama  under  the  entire  control  of  the  surveyor  for  Alabama; 
the  existing  laws  place  the  surveying  of  those  claims  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitmli;  under 
the  superintendence  of  one  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyors  for  Louisiana. 

The  period  when  these  surveys  will  be  completed  must,  in  a  great  measure,  de|iend  upon  the  recovery 
of  the  books  and  records.  I  should  presume,  however,  that  within  twelve  months  after  their  recovery, 
a  portion  of  the  pniblic  lands  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  in  each  of  the  States  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  may  be  prepared  for  sale,  provided  there  is  a  due  and  vigorous  (execution  of 
the  duties  of  the  survej'ing  department,  and   provided   the  acts  relative  to  private  claims  be  not  revived 


or  prolonged. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Hon.  Kichard  FiUsh,  Secniari/  of  the  Tn'a>:ur^/. 


GEO.  GUAIIAM. 


Xo.  1, 

Extract  of  a  Idler  from  the  Commissioner  of  t]ic  General  Land  Office  lo  the  Secretary/  of  llie  Treasury,  dated 

'  December  17,  1824. 

"The  act  of  April  21,  1S06,  provides  for  the  apiiointment  of  two  principal  dejiuty  surveyors,  with  a 
salary  of  §500  each,  and  certain  fees  of  office  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  and  the  act  of  March  3,  1819, 
provides  for  an  additional  principal  deputy. 

"This  organization  of  the  surveying  department  in  Louisiana  was  suggested  with  a  view  of  accom- 
modating the  private  claimants,  and  facilitating  tin'  surveying  and  patenting  of  their  lands.  If,  however, 
we  are  to  judge  from  results,  it  seems  not  to  have  been  a  happy  one.  A  similar  or.ganizatiou  of  the 
surveying  department  exists  now  in  no  other  State;  and  in  every  other  State  or  Territory  where  there 
have  been  private  claims,  and  they  extend  to  all,  there  has  been  no  such  delay  and  difficulties  incident  to 
the  surveying  and  patenting  of  the  private  claims  as  have  occurred  in  Louisiana." 


Xo.  2. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Hon.  Jchn  Snitl,  dated  December 

I'.i,  1825. 

"Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  liifh  instant,  enclosing  two  resnlutiens  (jf  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  one' relating  to  the  expediency  of  erecting  tlie  State  of  Louisiana  into  a  separate  surveying 
district,  and  the  other  allowing  compensation  to  the  land  officers  for  extra  services  ]ierfbrmed  under  the 
act  passed  March  2,  1821,  I  have  the  honor,  in  reference  to  the  first  resolution,  to  enclose  you  an  extract 
from  a  report  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  surveying  district  to  which  Louisiana 
is  attached  at  present. 

"The  surveying  of  the  lands  in  Alabama  seuth  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude  by  a  late  act 
was  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  surAcyor  for  Alabama,  but  that  act  did  not  repeal  the 
previous  law  which  had  placed  the  surveying  of  tlie  private  claims  under  the  immediate  superintendence 
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of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  March 
:j  ISIil  vol  6,  page  434,  whose  powers  extended  to  that  district  of  country  south  of  the  31st  degree  of 
lltitud.'   and  east'of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama. 

•■  -Should  it  be  deonied  expedient  to  abolish  tlie  office  of  principal  deputy  surveyor,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  niai^e  provisi.m  for  jilacing  tiie  surveying  of  the  private  claims  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
survevors  of  the  respective  .States,  and  for  the  arranging  and  transiiorting  the  pajiers  and  records.  The 
records  in  relation  to  the  private  claims  in  Alabama,  south  of  tlie  31st  degree  of  latitude,  are  deposited 
witli  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Jackson  Court-house  district,  in  Mississippi,  and  with  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor      Special  provision  will  lie  required  to  be  made  in  relation  to  them. 

"■j  have,  in  my  report  to  th(!  Secretary,  suggested  the  i)ropricty  of  making  provision  by  law  for  com- 
licllino-  tiie  officers  to  surrender  up  the  iiublic  papers.  It  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  two 
of  the"principal  dei)uties,  who  liad  been  superseded  by  the  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee,  to  surrender  the 
i.aiiers  bchmgiiig  to  their  ollice.  In  one  case  the  papers  have  been  olitained,  but  in  the  other  they  are  yet 
withhcM  on  iTie  plea  that  tliey  form  jiart  of  the  vouchers  of  the  account  of  tlie  principal  deputy,  which  has 
not  been  settled." 


No.  3. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fram  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 

December  15,  1825. 

"The  surveying  of  tlie  public  lands  has  progressed  regularly  and  satisfactorily,  with  the  exception 
of  tlie  pu'.ilic  land.s  and  private  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  tliat  part  of  Alabama  south  of  the 
31st  degree  of  latitude.  In  this  section  of  the  country  but  little  progress  has  been  made  in  surveying  the 
private  "claims  and  such  parts  of  the  public  lauds  as  it  is  desirable  to  bring  into  market.  A  variety  of 
causes  has  occasioned,  and  will  ccintinuo  to  occasion,  much  embarrassment  and  difficulty  in  completing 
the  surveying  of  this  section  of  the  country.  Much  of  this  eml)arrassment  is  attributable,  however,  to  the 
extension"  of  the  laws  for  the  adjustment  of  private  claims  in  Louisiana,  to  the  organization  of  the  survey- 
ing department,  and  to  the  <lifficulty  of  procuring  surveyors  to  survey  the  public  and  private  lands,  and  to 
connect  the  private  surveys  which  have  Ijcen  made  with  the  township  lines  in  certain  portions  of  this 
section  of  the  country  for  the  compensation  allowed  by  law. 

"The  surveying  of  the  lands  in  Louisiana  is  by  the  law  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
surveyor  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  who  resides  at  Washington,  Mississippi,  and  the  surveying  of 
those'in  Alabama,  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  by  a  late  act  of  Congress  was  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  surveyor  for  that  State;  but  within  this  district  of  country  there  are  three  prin- 
cipal dejiuty  surveyors,  who  are  appointed  by  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  the  duties 
and  powers  of  one  of  which  officers  extends  to  the  surveying  of  the  private  claims  in  that  part  of  Alabama 
lying  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude. 

"  In  a  report  m;ide  formerly  from  this  office,  and  submitted  to  Congress,  it  was  stated  that  this 
organization  was  defective,  and  further  experience  has  contirmed  that  impression.  It  is,  therefore,  respect- 
fully recommended  that  the  offices  of  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  and  those  of  the  principal 
dei>uty  surveyors  of  Louisiana,  be  abolished;  that  a  surveyor  be  appointed  for  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
whose  duties  and  powers  shall  lie  limited  to  the  surveying  of  the  lands  within  that  State;  that  a  principal 
deputy  surveyor  be  appointed  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  invested  with  the  powers,  and  who  shall  per- 
il irm  the  duties  required  of  the  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the  surveying  of  the  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mississippi;  that  the  surveying  of  all  the  lands  south  of  the  31st  degree 
of  latitude  in  Alabama  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  for  that  State." 


No.  4. 

Extract  of  a  Uiterfrom  George  Davis,  surveyor  of  the  lands  souHi.  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  the  Commissioner 

\fthe  General  Land  Office,  dated  November  24,  1820. 

"I  have  just  heard  that  the  iirincipal  deputy  surveyor  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans  has  at  last 
obtained  possession  of  the  documents  of  that  office,  so  long  withheld  by  Colonel  Dinsmoor." 


1826.1 
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L  E  A  D    MINES    A  N  D    S  .V  L  T    S  1'  II I  N  G  S    IX    M  I  S  S  0  U  R  I . 

COMMUNIC.WED    TO    THE    SEX.VTE,    BY    THE    CHAIKM.VN'    OF    THE    COMMITTED    ON    ri'IiHO    I,ANI>S,    IiECKMllKU    '21,     182('). 

TuE.vsvRY  Dei'.\rtment,  Dfirinhrr  215,  1820. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  j-oiir  hotter  nf  the  20tli  instant,  enolo.siii<j;'  a  hill  wliirh  had  been  intro 
duccd  into  the  Senate,  and  asking,  in  behalf  ut  the  LVminiittee  on  Public  Lands,  certain  information  in 
regard  to  the  lead  mines  and  salt  springs  in  Missouri;  and  having  referred  the  same  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Laud  Office,  I  beg  leave  now  to  enclose  his  rej)ort,  which,  with  the  several  statements  to 
which  it  refers,  contains  the  information  desired  by  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH, 
lion.  D.4V11I  B.\rton,  Chairman  t'ommillre  on  Public  Lands,  Senate. 


Treasury  Department, 
General  Land  Office,  December  22,  1826. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  lion.  Mr.  Barton,  of  the  Senate,  exjiressed  in  the  enclosed  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  has  been  referred  to  this  oflice,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  two  statements,  (marked  A  and  15,)  exhibiting  the  different  tracts  (if  land  reserved  from 
sale  on  account  of  salt  .springs,  by  the  registers  of  the  land  otlices  at  St.  Louis  and  Franklin,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  which  embrace  all  the  lands  reserved  from  sale  on  account  of  salt  springs  in  that  State,  which 
have  been  officially  reported  to  this  office. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  remark  that  it  is  highly  probable  that  salt  springs  may  exist  in  that  State, 
other  than  those  designated  in  these  lists,  which  are  not  yet  known,  or  which,  if  discovered,  have  not  yet 
been  reported. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  0,  1  820,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  L^nion  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  &c.,  &c.,  it  is  provided  that  all 
salt  springs,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  itumber,  with  six  sections  of  land  adjoining  to  each,  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  said  State,  ou  certain  conditions  prescribed  by  the  act. 

No  official  advice  has  yet  been  received  from  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Missouri  of  any  selections 
which  have  yet  been  made  under  the  act;  but  it  will  be  perceived  that  all  the  salt  springs  in  the  St.  Louis 
district,  designated  in  the  list  marked  A,  (sent  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  St.  Louis,)  have  been 
reserved  by  the  State  of  Missouri. 

I  remain,  witli  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  R1CH.A.RD  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Statement  of  lands  iti  the  St.  Louis  district,  reserved  from  sale  on  account  of  salt  springs. 


Section  or  part. 

Section. 

Township. 

Range. 

Ciuantity. 

Remarks. 

25 

ae 

27 
34 
35 
36 

2 

9 

56  N 

56  N 

56  N 

56N 

56N 

56  N 

43  N 

43  N 

aw 

6W 

6U' 

6W 

6W 

6W 

5E 

.^>E 

640.00 

640.00 
640.00 
594  93 
603.99 
640.00 

133.54 
117.64 

Resen-cd  by  the  State  o*"Mis?ouri. 

an  unconfimjeil  claim. 
Reserved  by  the  State  ol" Missouri. 
Do.                        do. 
Do.                        do. 
Do.                         do. 
Do.                          do. 
an  uneonfirnied  claim. 
Reserved  by  the  State  of  Missouri. 
Do.                          do. 
an  unconfirmed  claim. 

Soutll  half  partly  covered  by 

Do  

Do 

Do  

Do              

Do 

North  liall'partlv  covered  by 

North  halfpartlv  covered  by 

4,010.10 

-108  c 


858 


PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  539. 


B. 

Lid  oflamU  reserved  for  the  future  clisjjofial  of  Congress  in  the  district  of  lands  offered  for  sale  at  FraiikKn, 
Missouri,  lieinr/  tliosc  tracts  including  and  adjoining  salt  springs. 


Pescriptjoii  of  tnic-l. 


PotulK-asl  ciuarliT 

Section 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Norlh  li;iirol  >.-.tion 

Poiitliwust  qtiarliT  sfL-(ion 

North  part  t)f  southeast  ({uarter. 

Southeast  Iraetioual  (juarter 

West  part  ol"  southwest  (juarter 

Northeast  (piarter 

Section 

Do 


4U 

4a 

4!l 
50 
SO 
511 
49 
49 
51 
51 
49 
50 
50 


14 
15 
15 
16 
10 
16 
17 
17 
17 
17 
18 
20 
20 


.^cres. 
160.00 
C50.04 
040.00 
610.00 
640.00 
320.00 
160.00 
3.00 
146.57 
52.40 
160.00 
040.00 
040.00 


Description  of  tract. 


Section 

...do 

...ilo 

...do 

...do 

...d 

...do 

...do 

,...do 

Southwest  (iuartcr 
Southeast  (piartcr  . 
East  half  section  .. 
West  half  section  . 


a. 

JZ 

c 

c 

y 

:: 

o 

o 

-:= 

s 

g 

S 

3 

^ 

K 

fe 

33 

50 

SO 

17 

48 

22 

1 

50 

22 

4 

50 

22 

9 

50 

22 

17 

50 

22 

20 

50 

22 

21 

50 

22 

24 

51 

22 

27 

51 

22 

28 

51 

22 

33 

51 

22 

34 

51 

22 

a 


Jicres. 
640.00 
640.00 
639.34 
664.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
160.00 
160.00 
320.00 
320.00 

11,595.35 


19th  Congress.] 


Ko.  538. 


[2d  Session. 


APPLICATION  TO  MAKE  A  NEW  SELECTION  FOPt,  PRE-EMPTION  EIGET,   COVERED  BY  A 

SOLDIER'S  BOUNTY  RIGHT. 

COMMUXIC,\TED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  28,    1826. 

Mr.  Vinton,  from  tlie  Coinraittec  on  Public  Lands,  to  ■whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Morgan  Magness, 

reported  : 

That  it  appears  from  the  petition  and  accompanying-  evidence  that  in  the  j'ear  A.  D.  1821  the  peti- 
tioner purchased  the  pre-cmptiim  right  of  one  Niche )Uis  Trainmell  to  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  for  which  TrammoU  held  the  register's  certificate,  and  which,  at  the  time  of  sale, 
was  transferred  to  petitioner.  He  states  that  since  the  purchase  he  has  ascertained  that  the  tract  of 
land  which  he  su|)posed  tlie  certificate  called  for  is  covered  by  a  soldier's  bounty  right;  and  exhibits  the 
affidavit  of  one  Chttrles  Kelly,  who  swears  that  he  is  well  convinced  that  Tramruell  intended  to  (ibtain  a 
certificate  for  this  tpiarter  section  of  bounty  land,  from  the  circumstance  of  Trammell's  being  settled  upon 
it.  Petitioner,  upon  this  evidence,  asks  of  Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  him  to  surrender  his  right 
to  the  quarter  section  called  for  by  the  certificate,  and  select  another  quarter  in  lieu  of  it. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  case  where  the  assignee  of  a  certificate  of  a  pre-emption  right 
or  purchase  has  been  permitted,  under  circumstances  similar  to  the  present  case,  to  change  his  entry. 
The  distinction  which  it  is  believed  has  been  uniformly  observed  is  this:  that  where  an  erroneous  entry 
has  been  made  in  consequence  of  some  mistake  of  the  surveyor,  or  other  agent  of  the  government,  by 
which  the  purchaser  has  been  misled,  he  has  been  permitted  to  correct  the  mistake;  but  where  the  mis- 
take is  the  fault  of  the  purchaser,  there  is  no  instance  of  relief  in  a  case  like  the  present.  The  objections 
against  granting  this  indulgence  arc  too  obvious  to  require  enumeration.  The  committee  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  539. 


[2d  Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  SUNDRY  HALF-BREEDS  OF  THE  CREEK  NATION  TO  SELL  THEIR  RESER- 
VATIONS OF  LAND  IN  ALABAMA,  AND  LIST  OF  CLAIMS  FOR  SUCH  RESERVATIONS. 


COMMrXICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  29,  1826. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  petition  of  David  and  Samuel  Hale  represents  :  That  they  are  half-breeds  of  the  Creek  nation, 
aim  were  entitled  to  have  a  re.servation  of  land  under  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson;  that  they  are  still  in 
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possession  of  the  lands  reserved  lor  tliom.  They  are  eompetent  to  the  niauag-emout  of  their  own  cnnecrns, 
and  arc  anxious  to  dispose  of  part  of  their  lands  to  proeuro  other  property.  This  cannot  bo  ilmic  withimt 
great  loss,  unless  they  could  convey  in  fci^  sinijile  tiieir  title,  'i'iiey  tlu'refore  pray  tliat  the  liilc  may  bo 
vested  in  them,  and  that  they  may  have  authority  to  srii  and  make  fee  sim))lo  title.  Thr\'  n  I'ci-  t(i  tiio 
act  for  the  relief  of  Tate  and  otiiers,  and  jiray  for  a  simihir  provision  in  their  behalf.  And,  as  in  duly 
bound,  will  ever  pra3^ 

SAMTKI,  ll.VLK. 

DAVID  llALi:. 


We,  the  undersip:ncd,  citizens  of  Monroe  county,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  do  hereliy  cerlily  that  we 
have  for  several  years  last  past  been  personally  acquainted  with  Samuel  Ilale  and  David  Hale,  (jf  said 
county,  half-breed  Creeks,  to  wliom  a  patent  has  been  granted  from  the  General  Lanii  Onice  for  IVartional 
section  twenty-one,  of  township  si.\,  in  range  five,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Alabama  river;  that  the  said 
Samuel  and  David  liavo  been  instructed  to  read  and  write;  have  some  knowledge  of  comnion  .iiilliiiielic; 
that  their  intellectual  and  moral  faculties  render  them  as  competent  to  transact  the  coinmon  business  of 
life  as  the  ordinary  class  of  mankind. 

1.  \\'m.  C.  Vangn.  6.  Alex.  McKae.  11.  .lohn  Moore. 

'2.  ^Martin  ]N[arshall.  7.  Jno.  G.  Abrams.  12.  Isaac  Thom]ison. 

3.  John  I.  Bradford.  8.  Isaac  Lambert.  13.  James  Daniel 

■1.  Martin  Fryes.  9.  Daniel  McDaniel.  14.   Geo.  Tunstall. 

5.  John  Davis.  10.  Andrew  Urmaiid.  15.   Adam  Carson. 

Those  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  G,  0,  10,  14,  and  15,  1  kiiow  personally;  they  are  respectable,  and  men  of 
integrity.     Tiie  otliers  I  know  from  character,  and  should  place  full  conlidence  in  their  statements. 

G.  ^V.  OWEN,  of  Alabama. 
Decembek  14,  1826. 


CoN-oREss  1I-\LL,  DiTemJicr  18,  1826. 
De.ir  Sir:  Samuel  and  David  Hale,  who  state  themselves  to  bo  of  tlie  friendly  Creek  Indians  who 
were  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  of  August  9,  1814,  have  jietitioned  Congress  to  have  tlie 
land  set  apart  to  them  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1817,  confirmed  to  or  vested  in  them  in  fee  simple.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  are  at  a  loss  on  some  points,  and  have 
directed  me  to  ask  information  of  you: 

1.  Were  Samuel  and  David  Hale  chiefs,  headmen,  or  warriors,  in  ihc'w  proper  pcrson><,  or  are  tliey  tlie 
representatives  of  anj^  chief,  headman,  or  warrior,  &c.?     And  if  so,  of  whom  ? 

2.  If  they  are  the  original  claimants,  to  what  quantity  is  each  entitled,  by  the  report  of  the  agent, 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1817  ? 

3.  Why  was  but  638  acres  set  apart  for  the  twti,  when  the  treaty  secures  to  each  a  section? 

4.  If  they  are  the  representatives  of  a  chief,  headman,  or  warrior,  &c.,  are  they  the  onhj  representa- 
tives, or  was  there  a  widow  or  other  heirs?     And  if  otlier  heirs,  how  many? 

5.  If  thej'  arc  representatives,  has  tlie  department  decided  that  the  fee  simple  does  not  vest  in  them 
absolutely,  under  the  act  of  od  March,  without  the  aid  of  Congress? 

6.  Has  the  land  they  claim  been  patented  to  them;  and  when? 
An  early  reply  will  oldige  the  committee. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SCOTT. 
George  Gr.^haji,  Esq. 


Ge.ver.\l  L.\xii  Office,  December  21,  1826. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  ISth  instant,  I  have  to  state  that  Samuel  and  David  Hale,  who 
are  the  descendants  of  a  Creek  woman,  entered  their  claim  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  ilarcli  3, 
1817,  which  grants  to  such  descendants  two  (juarter  sections;  and  that,  by  the  law,  they  have  but  a  life 
estate  in  the  same. 

The  cortiticate  in  their  favor  for  the  land  claimed  was  issued  April  12,  1820. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  GEO.  GRAHAil. 

Hon.  Joiix  Scott, 

Chairman  of  the  Conuniltec  on  rubltc  Lamh,  Houge  if  liepjrescnlatiecs. 
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List  of  claims  entered  in  jn/rsuanee  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1817,  entitled  ''An  act  mahing  pro- 
viMonfor  the  location  of  the  lands  reserved  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  August  9,  1814,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Creek  nation,  to  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  thai  naiion,  and  for  other  purposes." 


Name  of  claimant. 


David  Tale 

Sanuu'l  Brashier 
George  Sligpins  . 


James  Earles 

The  lic'irs  of  Josiah  Fifher... 

The  widow  of  Josiah  Fisher 

IMargarct  Hu-^hcn 

Arthur  Sizemore 

Josiah  Fleleher 

Heirs  of  J;.nies  Bailey 

Heirs  of  Jii.  Hiiiison 

Laughlin  Durant 

Samuel  Smith 

Zach.  Mc(;irt 


Heirs  of  Wm.  Jones,  deceased . 
John  Weaiherford 

Micliael  Ehlert 

John  E.Myles 

Charles  Ehlert 

William  Tuley 

Samuel  and  David  Hale 

Pcier  Ilandon 

Heirs  of  John  Randon,decea5ed 
John  O'Riley 

Jama's  Cornells 

Josiah  Brinton 

John  Carr 

Tallassee  Fixico 

Widow  and  heirsof  Jack  Ward 

Heirs    of     Stiniauligee    alias 

Talesee  Haugo    , 


Township.  Range 


Three  fractions  in  sections  17,  18,  19, 
and  20,  and  one  fraction  in  section 
29,  on  east  side  of  Alabama  river. 

Fractional  '2,  on  west  side  of  Alabama 
river. 

Southeast  quarter,  29 

Northeast  quarter,  32 

I  r.  No.  1 ,  in  section  1 ,  on  west  side  of 
Alabama  river. 

Fr.  :J2,  on  east  side  of  Alabama  river  . . 

Fr.  8,  in  section  8,  on  west  side  Ala- 
bama river,  except  one-third. 

Fr.  section  8,  on  west  side  Alabama 
river,  except  two- thirds. 

Fr.  i^ection  18,  on  west  side  of  Alabama 
river. 

Fr.  17,  on  Alabama  river 

Two  fractions  of  22,  one  on  each  side 
of  river. 

Fraction  33 

Two  fractinns  in  18,  on  each  side  of 
Alabama  river. 

Fr.  11,  on  east  side  of  Alabama  river  .. 

Tart  of  section  16,  on  west  side  of  Ala- 
bama river,  and  northeast  quarter 
and  southeast  quarter,  20. 

Northwest  quarter,  12 

Southwest  quarter,  12 

Southeast  quarter,  11 

Northeast  quarter,  14 

Fr.  16,  on  east  side  of  Alabama  river  . . 

Southeast  quarter  and  southwest  qr.  9. 

Fr.  26,  on  southeast  side  of  Alabama 
river,  and  so  much  of  fr.  2;5  on  the 
same  side  of  the  river,  and  part  of 
sections  36  and  35. 

Southwest  quarter,  20 

Northeast  quarter,  30 

North^vest  quarter,  29 

Southeast  quarter,  19 

East  fraction  22 

Southwest  quarter,  23 

Section  5 

Northeast  and  southwest  quarter,  12  .. 

Northwest  and  southwest  quarter,  7... 

Fr.  21,  on  west  side  of  Alabama  river.. 

Two  ft.  33,  on  each  side  of  Alabama 
river. 

Section  34 

Southeast  quarter,  1 

Southwest  qmrter,  1 

Northwest  quarter,  1 

Northeast  quarter,  12 

Northwest  quarter,  4 

Northeast  quarter,  5 

Northwest  quarter,  f> 

Southeast  quarter,  5 

No  tract  stated  in  the  claim 

Two  fractions  35,  on  eacli  side  of  Tal- 
lapoosa river. 

Fr.  34,  east  of  Tallapoosa  river 

Fr.  24,  east  of  river  Coosa 

Northwest  (|uarter,  30 

No  tract  staterl  in  tlie  claim 


.do. 


18 
18 

18 


4 

158.70 

4 

157.00 

3 

3 

4 

405.33 

4 

a02.66-; 

4 

360.00 

4 

550.00 

3 

3 

4 

480.00 

3 

5 

330.20 

18 
18 
19 


Quanlily. 


5 

159.00 

5 

159.00 

5 

159.30 

5 

159.70 

5 

280.00 

5 

319.40 

5 

160.00 
160.00 
159.45 
160.00 
534.00 
158.80 
686.00 
318.00 
319.75 
638.00 
532.00 

642.60 
135.00 
135.00 
135.00 
135.10 
150.00 
150.90 
150.90 
150  90 


296.00 
344.00 
159.27 


Date  of  certifi 
cate. 


No  township  plat  in April  12,  1820, 


No  township  piat  in 

do do 


No  town.ship  plat  in . 
No  township  plat  in  . 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


Suspended.    (No  plat  in). .. 

Rrjected.    (The  part  of  sec. 

16notslatedinlhcclaim.) 


No  quantity  staled  in  plat.. 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Rejected. 
,...do.... 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Rejected . 


.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Suspended. 
do.... 


March  26,  1824. 


GEO.  GRAHAM. 


1826.]  CLAIM    OF    A   DEPUTY    SUin'EYOU.  8G1 


19th  Congress.]  No.   540.  [2i,   Session. 

E  E  VOLUTION  A  I;Y    I50UNTY   LAND   CLAIMS. 

COM.\irXIC.\TEl)    TO    THE    IlOl'SE    OF    RErRESENT.\TlVES    DECKMBEI:    i'.t,     ISlid. 

Mr.  Bi'CKXER,  from  the  Coinniitteo  on   Private  Land  Claims,  to  wlmm  wore  rol'crrcil  tlic  petition  and  ducii- 

mont«  of  James  Haven,  of  Ma.ssaciuisetts,  reiiorted: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  a  revohitionary  soldier  and  pensioner;  that  liy  a  law  <•{'  the  conliiniiial 
Confvress,  for  services  rendered  to  his  coiintrj',  he  is  entitled  to  one  hundred  acres  of  land;  that  he  has 
applied  for  a  grant  for  said  land  to  the  proper  oQicer  of  the  government,  when  his  claim  was  rejected, 
because  it  appeared  that  ho  had  assigned  his  right  to  said  land  to  one  John  May.  He  denies  that  lie  ever 
made  such  an  assignment,  and  that  it  is  forged  if  there  is  any  such;  that  he  is  unable  to  read  or  write, 
and  that  he  never  knew  such  a  man  as  John  May.  Upon  this  statement,  to  which  he  has  made  oath 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  he  prays  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  locate  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Michigan  Territory.  It  ap]iears  from  information  received  from  the  Pejiartment  of  War,  bounty  land 
office,  that  warrant  No.  4017  was  issued  in  the  name  of  John  ^lay,  assignee  of  James  IJaven,  of  the  3(1 
regiment  of  the  ^[assachusetts  line,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  January  2i],  l^l'.H).  From  the  same  it 
also  appears  that  the  war  oflice,  with  all  its  records,  was  consum(>il  by  lire  in  ISOl,  and,  consequently, 
that  the  assignment  cannot  now  be  seen.  The  warrant  issued  in  1190;  the  assignment  may  have  been 
made  many  years  previous  to  that  time,  and  may,  and  most  probably  has,  escaped  the  recollection  of  the 
petitioner — charity  at  least  dictates  such  a  supposition;  but  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  warrant 
would  have  issued  to  said  May  as  assignee  unless  there  was  such  testimony  as  was  deemed  satisfactory. 
The  assignment  was  then  exhibited;  it  was  the  duty  of  the  officer  of  tlie  department  whence  the  warrant 
issued  to  be  satisfied  of  its  being  genuine;  and  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  it  would  bo  indulging  in 
presumption,  very  far  indeed,  to  support  this  claim  by  declaring  that  to  be  forgery  which,  upwards  of 
thirty  years  since,  passed  the  scrutiny  of  the  oflicer  of  the  government  whose  duty  is  was  to  pass  judg- 
ment upon  it,  and  which  we  have  not  an  opportunity  of  even  inspecting;  and  the  more  so,  as,  if  done,  it 
must  be  upon  the  unsupported  declaration  of  the  only  ])erson  interested.  The  committee  therefore  advise 
the  rejection  of  the  claim. 


19Tn  CoxoREss.J  No.   541.  [2ri  Session. 


ON  CLALM  OF  A  DEPUTY  SURVEYOR  FOR  SPECIAL  COMPENSATION  UNDER  IN.STRUCTIONS. 

COMMUXICWED  TO  THE  IIllUSE  OF  REPRESEXT.iTIVES  DECEMBER  29,    182G. 

Mr.  GcRLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
19th  instant  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  William  Brown  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  dollars  and  seventy-live  cents,  for  surveying  done  by  liim  for  the  United  States,  by 
order  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  and  approved  bj'  the  surveyor  general  of  the  district  south 
of  Tennessee,  reported: 

That,  by  a  letter  from  Silas  Dinsmore,  principal  deputy  surveyor  in  the  district  south  of  Tennessee, 
exhibited  to  your  committee  in  support  of  this  claim,  under  date  of  October  13,  1821,  addressed  to  the 
claimant  in  the  present  case,  he  is  directed  to  make  an  examination  of  certain  surveys  by  order  of  the 
surveyor  general  of  that  district. 

In  this  letter  of  instructions  Mr.  Dinsmore  urg-es  the  necessitv'  of  employing  two  chain-carriers  of 
good  reputation,  sound  judgment,  and  of  experience  in  that  business;  also  a  llagman;  and,  after  speaking 
of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  states  that  the  services  required  to  be  performed  are  of  a  delicate  and 
important  character,  and  concludes  his  letter  in  the  following  words:  "You  will  keep  a  regular  account 
of  your  ex]ienditures;  for  which,  and  your  own  services,  you  will  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  survej'or 
of  the  lands  south  of  Tennessee  reimbursement  for  the  former  and  recompense  for  the  latter.  The  rei>ort 
must  be  made  without  delay  to  this  office." 

In  a  letter  from  the  surveyor  general  to  Brown,  under  date  of  May  13,  1822,  and  in  reference  to  this 
account,  he  says:  "At  present  I  am  not  authorized  to  pay  this  account,  but  hope  I  shall  be,  as  I  think  it 
just  and  reasonable  you  should  be  paid." 

It  further  appears  in  evidence  that  this  account  has  not  been  paid,  and,  as  your  committee  believe, 
for  the  following-  reason:  that,  by  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  no  daihj  compensation 
is  allowed.  The  surveys  are  made  at  a  fixed  price  per  mile,  and  no  provision  appears  to  have  been  made 
for  cases  like  the  present,  when  it  may  become  necessary  to  examin(,'  surveys  or  lines  already  made. 

But  wdiatever  causes  may  have  prevented  the  payment  of  this  account,  as  your  committee  are  satisfied 
that  the  services  have  been  performed  and  not  paid  for,  they  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


862  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  542. 

lOnr  CoN-(;itKSS.]  No.   542.  [2n  Session. 

LAND    CLAIMS    IX    LOUISIANA. 

COMMfXICUED    TO    THK    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JAXUARY    2,    182T. 

Mr.  IkcKXER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  Elijah  L.  Clarke,  Gibson  L.  E.  Clarke,  John  E.  C.  Brinton,  and  James  A.  Hutchinson, 
reported : 

The  pctitioner.s  state  that,  by  a  report  made  by  Daniel  J.  Sutten,  as  register  of  the  land  oflSce 
at  Ouachita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  about  January  1,  1821,  the  claim  of  Elijah  L.  Clarke,  No.  08,  and  that  of  Lewis  Clarke, 
No.  CU,  were  jilaccd  in  the  fourth  class  of  claims,  and  consequently  rejected.  They  also  state  that 
upon  a  re-e.\amination  of  said  report  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  additional  testimony 
having  been  furnished  to  the  said  register  in  support  of  said  claims,  he  made  a  subsequent  report  to  Mr. 
Crawloi-d,  then  Secretarj^  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  (to  whom  the  examination  of  the  prior 
report  is  believed  to  have  been  submitted,)  favorable  to  both  those  claims,  and  requested  that  they  might 
each  be  ranked  in  the  third  clas.s  of  claims  reported  to  Congress;  all  of  which  were  confirmed.  They 
allege  that,  owing  to  the  omission  of  the  Secretary,  arising  out  of  indispositi(jn  or  a  pressure  of  business, 
or  because  said  second  report  was  not  received  by  him  in  time  to  be  presented  to  Congress,  the  said  claims 
were  not  placed  in  the  third  class,  and  that  the  second  report  was  not  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress.     They  therefore  pray  that  an  act  maj'  be  |)assed  confirming  the  claims  aforesaid. 

The  petitioners  claim  as  actual  settlers  on  and  liefore  December  20,  1803,  with  the  permission  of  the 
proper  Spanish  oflicer.— (See  2d  section  of  act  of  1805,  Land  Laws,  page  280.) 

By  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  register  of  the  land  ofBcc  at  Ouachita,  dated  January  1,  1821, 
transmitting  his  report  under  the  act  of  May  11,  1820,  it  appears  that  the  fourth  class  of  claims  consists 
of  Spanish  claims,  in  which  the  testimonj'  offered  in  support  of  them  was  not  considered  as  worthy  of 
belief.  The  register,  in  that  letter,  says  that  the  claims  in  that  class  "evidently  call  for  land  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  and  are  believed  to  have  been  already  entered  in  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river.  In  fact, 
the  whole  of  the  claims  in  this  last  class  of  cases  are  considered  as  a  base  attempt  to  defraud  the  gov- 
ernment." Each  of  those  claims  was  placetl  by  the  register  in  said  fourth  class.  The  testimony  adduced 
m  the  first  instance,  and  upon  which  the  first  report  was  founded,  was  the  affidavit  of  one  Elijah  Clarke, 
who  swore  that  said  Elijah  L.Clarke  and  Lewis  Clarke  each  settled  on  the  tracts  of  land  which  they 
respectively  claimed  in  the  month  of  November,  1803;  that  each  of  those  persons  cleared  several  acres 
of  land,  built  cabins  thereon,  and  continued  to  occupy  and  cultivate  his  said  tract  generallj-  ever  since. 
Samuel  Durosset,  by  his  affidavit,  supported  the  statement  made  by  said  Elijah  Clarke,  and  swears  also 
that  the  said  Elijah  L  Clarke  and  Lewis  Clarke  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  their  said  tracts  of  land, 
respectively,  on  December  20,  1803,  and  since  that  pcriixl  either  by  themselves  or  by  others  for  their  use. 
He  also  swore  that  the  said  claimants,  together  with  himself  and  others  in  the  neighborhood,  had  permis- 
sion to  settle  from  the  Spanish  commandant. 

The  committee^  were  furnished  with  testimony  to  show  that  Mr.  Crawford,  tlien  Secretary  of  the 
Ireasuiy,  on  April  30,  1821,  directed  the  register  at  Ouachita  to  re-examine  all  the  cases  upon  which  he 
had  reported  about  which  any  suspicion  might  arise,  and  to  receive  any  evidence  which  he  could  obtain 
concerning  them. 

The  register,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Crawford  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  dated  "  Land  Office, 
Ouachita,  December  1,  1821,"  acknowledges  the  reception  of  his  letter  of  the  30th  of  April,  and  says, 
since  which  time  I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  except  that  recently  I  have  received  some  additional 
testimony  and  information  from  two  respectable  persons  that  induces  me  to  believe  the  testimony  formerly 
given  on  the  claims  of  Elijah  L.  Clarke,  No.  68,  and  Lewis  Clarke,  No.  69.  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  com- 
municate this  to  you.and  request,  if  not  too  late,  that  they  may  be  put  in  the  third  class  of  claims." 
T  1.  <  Y'""^  of  Elijah  L.  Clarke  was  for  seven  hundred  and"thirty-threo  acres  of  land,  situated  on  the 
i^ak-e  bt.  Joseph,  in  the  county  of  Concordia,  adjoining  the  claim  of  Durosset  on  the  south.  That  of  Lewis 
l^larke  was  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  same  county,  and  on  said  lake. 

Un  July  2.D,  1821,  an  additional  affidavit  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  register  at  Ouachita,  as  appears 
Horn  the  certificate  of  John  Hughes,  register  of  the  land  office  north  of  Ked  river.  State  of  Louisiana, 
sworn  to  by  David  Davenport  and  seventeen  other  persons,  who  state  themselves  to  be  inhabitants  of 
oiaiuorne  coiintj',  State  of  Mississippi,  opposite  and  near  the  Lake  of  St.  Joseph,  in  which  they  swear  that 
iney  aie  well  acquainted  with  Elijah  Clarke  and  Elijali  L.  Clarke,  and  that  they  believe  the  said  Elijah  L 
oT  ]  f  tf  ''"^  ■'^'  '■'"''"'^''^  to  a  confirmation  of  his  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Lake  St.  Joseph,  as 
cnieiea  at  tlie  office  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  north  of  Red  river,  in  the  month  of  December,  1820, 
■  om  actual  settlement  prior  to  December  20,  1803,  as  well  as  from  its  occupancy  since  by  different  persons 
loi  nim  up  to  1820  with  the  exception  of  high  waters.  And  they  also  swear  that  they  had  always  under- 
s  oo(i,  ana  aid  believe,  that  the  said  Elijah  L.  Clarke,  with  several  other  persons,  settled  and  improved 
t']'  t  1  'Z  I  '  '-!•  •!;?st^P''  11  f'e  fall  of  1803,  by  permission  received  from  the  Spanish  government;  and 
f  n.'lif  Ti  "fl  I  ■''  -  "^''''""'^°  "'"'-'  ^'°°'^  farmers,  honest  men,  and  that  their  testimony  is  entitled  to  full 
KM,  .  T  ''^'''"''"^  <^'  Gibson  Clarke  was  also  filed  in  said  office,  dated  August  19,  1821,  in  which  he 
f>  ip'".ts  the  statement  made  by  Elijah  Clarke  and  Durosset.  He  says  that  the  land  so  improved  lies 
n,;,','f     ^^''i  ■y'"^'^  '"  '"s  (Gibson  Clarke's)  possession  at  the  time  said  Eliiah  L.  Clarke  made  said  settle- 


f  the  claim  of  Elijah  L. 
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Clarki>  upon   the  testiindliv  ii|iiin  wliirli  tlir   rcn'istcr  Ciuiiclcil  his  Ih-st   rr]Hiil,  Ihc  riinniiiilcc  arc  of  (ipinioii 
that  the  testimony  snlisci|iiciillv  rmuishiil   iciiilcrs  il    \  rrv  ilcar.     As   ihi-  clain]  of  Liuis  (1arl;c,  w  h.p   is 

now  dead,  was    as  fully  siipimi-U'd  as   thai  of  Klijah  L.  I'larke   was  hy  the   Icsti y  nf  Ihiiossct,  and  hy 

that  of  Elijah  Clai-ke,  (whose  respeetahility  of  charaeter  is  fully  iirov<'ii, )  Ihc  eminiiiltcc  iccuuiiiicud  IIk.' 
conhrniatioii  of  that  also;   and  liavi^  aeeordiiiL;-ly  rc|Huicil  hills  coiifiruiiiiL;-  each  nf  tlinsc  claiuis. 


19th  CoycREss.]  No.    543.  •  [2d  Session-. 

LAND    CLAIM    IN    MICHIGAN. 

C05IMI-NICATEII    TO    THE    IIOl'SE    OF    REritESEXTATIVES    J.\Xr.iI',Y    2,    1S27. 

Mr.  BucKNER,  from  the  Coininittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  rcf(-'rrcd  the   jjctitiou  ami  docu- 
ments of  Aynes  Slaeke,  of  the  city  Lif  London,  reported  : 

The  petitioner  states  that  hy  the  will  of  John  Slaeke,  her  deceased  husband,  she  has  been  invested 
with  certain  titles  to  the  undivided  half  of  a  tract  of  land  called  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Mary,  or  Sault  St. 
Mary,  in  Michip:an  Territory,  which  was  devised  to  her  late  husband  by  his  umde,  Arthur  Noble,  formerly 
of  jsobleboroug-h,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  late  of  the  city  of  Westminster,  in  Great  Britain,  now 
deceased.  She  alleges  that  the  land  referred  to  was  held  by  and  occupied  under  the  original  grantees, 
and  secured  to  them  bj'  the  treaties  between  France  and  Great  Britain  liy  which  Canada  was  ceded  to  the 
latter  power. 

She  prays  that  an  act  maj'  be  passed  confirming  her  title  and  the  titles  of  the  other  persons  interested, 
■who  claim  under  the  origimtl  grantees.  She  also  prays  that  Congress  would  not  authorize  the  emanation 
of  patents  for  said  land,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  any  of  the  occupants  of  it,  unless  they  hold  under  the  original 
grantees,  according  to  the  usages  and  laws  of  Canada  in  similar  cases.  In  support  of  the  claim  she  files 
the  following  papers: 

1st.  A  paper  purjiorting  to  be  an  original  grant  by  the  Marrpiis  dc  la  .Ton(piierre,  governor  and 
lieuteiutnt  general  in  what  was  then  called  New  France,  now  Canada,  and  Francis  Bigot,  intendant  of  the 
same,  to  Sieurs  De  Bonne,  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Conde,  and  to  Chevalier  l)e  Itepentigtiy,  ensign  (jf 
the  troops  of  Canada,  registered  at  Quebec,  with  the  ratification  thereof  bj-  Louis  XV,  King  of  J'rance, 
at  Versailles,  wdiicli  appears  to  have  been  also  recorded  at  Quebec  June  24,  175L  The  grant  aforesaid 
bears  date  October  18,  1750,  and  is  for  said  seiginory  called  St.  Mary,  or  Sault  St.  Mary,  containing  six 
French  leagues  in  front,  by  six  leagues,  like  measure,  in  depth,  adjoining  the  river  which  separates  the 
two  lakes. 

2d.  An  authenticated  copy  of  a  deed  of  conveyance,  dated  July  12,  IT'.d'i,  from  (jno  Pierre  Amablu  de 
Bonne,  at  that  time  one  of  the  judges  of  his  Majesty's  court  of  king's  bench  for  the  district  of  tiuebec, 
in  Lower  Canada,  to  James  Caldwell,  for  the  undivided  half  of  said  seigni(]ry.  Said  P.  A.  De  Bonne,  the 
grantor  in  said  last-mentioned  deed,  is  stated  therein  to  be  the  son  of  De  Bonne,  one  of  the  original 
grantees,  but  of  this  no  proof  whatever  is  exhibited. 

3d.  A  copy  of  a  deed,  dated  July  18,  1798,  from  said  Caldwell  to  one  Arthur  Noble,  for  an  undivided 
half  of  said  seigniory  or  tract  of  land. 

4th.  A  copy  of  the  will  of  Arthur  Noble,  by  which  he  devised  the  whole  of  his  lands  in  the  United 
States  to  John  Slaeke,  which  appears  to  have  been  duly  recorded  July  22,  1814. 

5th.  Authenticated  copies  of  the  will  and  codicil  to  said  will  of  John  Slaeke,  devising  all  his  lands 
in  the  Ignited  States  to  Agnes,  his  wife,  in  trust,  &c. 

There  was  Jio  proof  before  the  committee  to  show  that  the  original  grantees,  or  any  claiming  under 
them,  have  ever  had  actual  possession  of  said  land  or  any  part  of  it.  The  petition  is  presented  by  Agnes 
Slaeke  only.  The  conmiittee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  great  lapse  of  time  since  the  emanation  of  the 
original  grant,  tliat  the  probability  of  the  death  of  the  Chevalier  De  Hepentiguy  amounts  to  almost 
certainty.  Whether  he  left  anj'  heir  capable  of  inheriting  his  claim  to  said  land  is  altogether  uncertain. 
Without,  however,  intending  to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  merit  of  the  claim  attempted  to  be  set  up,  it  is 
clear  that,  in  the  deduction  "of  title,  there  is  an  omission  of  important  proof  as  to  the  heirship  of  P.  A.  De 
Bonne. 

The  mere  declaration  in  the  deed,  that  he  claimed  the  half  of  said  seigniory  by  succession,  upon  the 
death  of  his  father,  furnishes  no  testimony  whatever  of  that  fact,  if  even  true. 

The  committee  advise,  at  least  upon  the  proof  exhibited,  the  rejection  of  the  claim. 


864  PUBLIC   LANDS.  [No.  545. 


I'Jth  Coxgrkss.]  No.  544  [2d  Session. 

APPLTCATinX    TO    COMMUTE    MILITARY    BOUNTY    LAND. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPKESENT.\TIVES  JANUARY  2,    1821. 

Mr.  lircKXER,  from  tlio  Committee  on  Private  Land  CLiims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  .Margaret  Daniels,  late  Margaret  Kepshere,  widow  of  Leonard  Repshere,  reported: 

She  states  that  the  said  Leonard,  who  was  her  former  husband,  was  a  soldier  in  Captain  Pentland's 
(•om|iany,  in  the  22d  regiment  of  the  United  States  infantry,  and  that  he  died  in  the  United  States  army 
during  the  late  war  witii  Great  Britain.  Slie  alleges  that  she  presented  her  claim  for  arrears  and  bounty, 
soon  'fifter  the  close  of  the  war,  for  settlement  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  That  it  was  not 
allowed  because  the  death  of  saiil  Leonard  had  not  been  reported  to  the  War  Department,  and  which  was 
not  proven  until  after  the  acts  allowing  a  commutation  of  the  military  bounty  land  for  five  years'  half-pay 
had  expired.  That,  after  waiting  about  seven  years,  she  had  to  prove  the  fact  of  his  death  by  soldiers 
who  were  present  when  it  occurred,  and  then  received  said  arrears  of  wages.  She  alleges  that  she 
was  reo-ularly  a[)pointed  as  guardian  of  said  Leonard's  children  August  16,  1822,  and  then  made  a  regular 
assignment,  "in  due  form  of  law,  of  the  military  bounty  land  for  said  children,  who  are  yet  under  sixteen 
j-ears  of  age;  which  relinquishment  she  says  is  on  file  in  the  Department  of  War,  as  are  also  the  testi- 
monials of  her  appointment  as  guardian,  and  proof  of  the  ages  of  the  children.  She  prays  that,  not  being 
jirevented  by  her  own  negligence,  but  by  that  of  the  officer  whose  dut}'  it  was  to  make  a  report  of  his 
death  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  she  may  be  restored  to  her  right  of  claiming,  as  guardian,  a  commutation 
in  money  in  lieu  of  said  bounty  land.  It  is  proved  that  the  petitioner  married  one  Stewart  after  Repshere's 
death,  who  died,  and  that  she  then  married  Daniels,  who  is  also  dead.  It  appears  from  testimony  laid 
before  the  committee  that  said  Leonard  enlisted  as  a  soldier  January  28,  1813,  for  five  years,  and  that  he 
served  until  he  died  at  Plattsburg,  in  June,  1814,  leaving  said  Margaret  his  widow,  and  five  children,  who 
reside  in  Philadeljihia;  that  he  belonged  to  said  Captain  Pentland's  company  of  the  22d  regiment;  and 
that  the  War  Office  contains  no  record  or  testimony  of  his  deatli,  except  an  affidavit  of  one  Joseph  Rep- 
shere, dated  June  5,  1821,  filed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  arrears  of  wages  due  for  the  services  of 
said  soldier. 

Had  the  petitioner  been  appointed  as  guardian  of  said  children  before  the  time  limited  in  the  acts  for 
commutation,  as  they  arc  usually  called,  had  expired,  and  had  desired  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  those  acts, 
it  is  clear  that  she  would  have  been  prevented  from  doing  so  unless  she  had  furnished  the  proof  which 
she  did  furnish  in  1821.  But  there  is  no  proof  that  she  made  sucli  an  application  until  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  allowed  by  tliesc  acts,  nor  is  there  any  proof  of  her  appointment  as  guardian,  or  that  she  ever 
executed,  as  such,  any  relinquishment.  So  far  from  it,  it  appears,  from  information  received  from  the  War 
Department,  that  on  May  22,  1822,  which  was  after  the  expiration  of  those  acts,  she  acknowledged  that 
she  had  neglected  to  make  the  reliiKfuishment,  and  no  such  relinquishment  has  been  filed.  The  committee, 
therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  her  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Htrn  Co.vGRE.ss.]  JSTo.   545.  [2d  Session. 

LEAD    MINES    IN    MISSOURI. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  JANUARY   2,    1827. 

Mr.  Barton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  in  Missouri  to  be  exposed  to  public  sale," 
reported : 

That,  from  the  best  information  they  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  upon  the  subject,  there  is  in 
Missouri  a  tract  of  country  of  an  hundred  miles  square,  extending  from  the  river  Missouri  southwardly, 
and  from  the  river  Mississippi  westwardly,  abounding  in  lead  and  iron  ore,  that  may  be  denominated 
mineral  lands. 

For  the  United  States  to  reserve  and  lease  all  the  mineral  lands  in  Missouri  would  be  to  hold  one- 
fourth  of  her  area  in  a  state  of  tenantry.  It  would  reipiire  the  creation  of  a  new  corps  of  federal  officers 
or  agents  to  superintend  the  mining,  and  ultimately  be  of  less  advantage  to  the  Union  than  if  the  mines 
were  committed  to  the  care  and  ardor  of  individuarcnterpiise. 

Such  a  measure  is  believed  by  the  committee  to  be  neither  the  policy  nor  the  intention  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

Tiie  committee  believe,  however,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  lead  mines  of 
the  United  States  that  have  been  discovered  at  the  present  time. 

The  United  States  are  progressing  with  the  measure  of  exploring  and  ascertaining  the  value  of  the 
public  mmes.  Information  upon  those  subjects  is  believed  to  be  desired  by,  and  due  to,  all  the  common 
owners  of  that  public  property  before  the  adoption  of  the  measure  propo.sed  in  the  bill;  and,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  people  of  that  country  with  respect  to  their  general  means  of  purchasing,  it  is 
believed  that  tlie  proposed  sales  are  not  called  for  by  their  interests. 

.  '-The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  under  consideration 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 


1821.] 
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19th  Congress.]  No.   546.  [2n  Skssion. 

CLAIM    TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMML'NIC.WED  TO  THE  HOUSK  OF   RKPRl'.SKNT.VTIVES  JAM'.VHV  T),    IS27. 

Mr.  BrcKNEH,  from  the  Committee  on  I'rivate  Liuiil  Claims,  tn  win  mi  were  rel'erreil  tlie  )irtitiiiii  and  ilociiments 
of  Elizabeth  Cox,  former  wife  of  Thomas  Bills,  ami  nf  the  ehildreii  iif  saiil  Thomas  Hills,  repurled: 

The  petitioners  state  that  in  the  year  1804  Christopher  Miller,  of  Mississippi  Terrilory,  obtained 
from  the  Spanish  g-overnment  an  order  of  survey  for  six  hundred  arponts  of  hind  lying-  in  what  is  now 
the  parish  of  Felieiana,  and  State  of  Louisiana;  that  in  said  year  he  caused  tin;  land  to  bo  regularly 
surveyed  by  a  duly  authorized  surveyor;  that,  before  he  could  get  a  pati'ut  fir  it,  tlio  person  in  whom 
authority  was  vested  to  issue  the  grant  had  removed  to  Pensacola,  by  which  he  was  jirevented  from 
obtaining  it,  although  all  the  requisitions  prejiaratory  thereto,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Spanish 
government,  had  been  complied  with.  They  allege  that  said  Thomas  Bills,  in  the  year  1805,  purchased 
said  land  from  Miller  at  the  price  of  one  thousand  dollars  upon  a  belief  that  the  title  was  valid,  being  so 
advised  by  the  Spanish  oflicers  of  the  country.  They  state  that  when  said  Bills  purchased  the  land  aforesaid 
be  resided  in  what  is  now  called  East  Baton  Kouge,  and  that  he  did  not  know  that  his  inliabiting  said 
land  would  be  important  to  the  validity  of  his  title.  They  also  state  that  in  1815  Thomas  Bills  entered 
the  claim  for  continuation  with  the  commissioner  of  the  proper  land  office,  Init  that  they  have  not  learned 
what  report  in  relation  to  it  was  made.  They  further  allege  that  in  the  year  1816  Thomas  Bills  inhabited 
said  land,  having  moved  to  it  to  render  more  secure  his  title  thereto;  that  he  died  upon  it;  and  that  the 
petitioners  have  ever  since  resided  upon  it.  That  in  the  year  1820  they  again  entered  said  claim  for 
condrmation  at  the  ofBce  of  the  register  of  St.  Helena,  but  that  it  was  rejected  on  account  of  the  late  date 
of  the  settlement.  They  state  that  they  are  poor;  that,  unless  a  law  be  passed  conlirming  their  claim, 
which  they  request,  they  will  lose  the  thousand  dollars  paid  by  said  Bills,  and  be  reduced  to  a  state  of 
wretchedness  and  distress,  (S:c. 

They  produce  no  evidence  in  support  of  their  claim,  except  the  deed  from  Miller  ti.i  said  Bills,  which 
is  ofiered  as  testimony  of  the  purchase,  and  the  requete,  the  order  of  survey,  and  plat  of  survey  made  in 
pursuance  thereof. 

The  register  of  the  laud  office  at  St.  Helena  certities  that  the  papers  tiled  in  his  nHice  in  support  of 
the  claim  consist  of  a  request  for  the  grant  of  the  land,  (requete,)  an  order  of  survey,  and  ]ilat  of  certificate 
of  the  Spanish  surveyor,  such  as  grants  from  the  Spanish  governments  are  usually  made  upon;  that  the 
respective  dates  of  tliese  papers  are  such  as  are  stated  in  the  foregoing  statements  of  the  petitioners; 
but  that  he  refused  to  grant  a  certificate  preparatory  to  a  confirmation  of  said  claim,  because  the  settlement 
did  not  begin  earlier  than  the  end  of  the  year  1815. 

The  facts  stated  present  a  case  of  considerable  hardship  to  the  petitioners,  but  the  committee  do  not 
consider  it  as  one  which  will  justify  the  relief  prayed  for;  were  it  granted,  it  would  be  extending  an 
indulgence  and  favor  to  them  which  has  been  denied  to  others  whose  claims  were  not  less  meritorious. 


19th  CnxGRESs.]  No.    547.  [2d  Session. 

CLAIM  TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COMilUXICWED   TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXT.WIVE3  JAXU.\RY   6,  1827. 

Mr.  BucKNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  documents 

of  Bartholomew  Martin,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  the  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
on  the  Bayou  Bcnfonca,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Tammany;  that  he  filed  his  claim  with  the  commissioners  of 
the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  Court-house,  but  that,  owing  to  some  accident  or  cause  unknown,  the  com- 
missioners failed  to  make  a  report  on  said  claim  to  Congress,  and  that  it  has  therefore  not  been  contirmed. 
He  prays  for  the  passage  of  an  act  by  which  the  title  aforesaid  may  be  confirmed  to  him.  The  certificate 
of  David  Bradford,  clerk  of  the  land'  office  at  St.  Helena,  is  filed,  by  which  it  appears  that  notice  of  the 
claim  of  the  widow  Rillieus  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  parish  of  St.  Tammany,  of  two  leagues  in  front  on 
the  Bayou  Benfonca,  and  with  a  depth  extending  in  the  prairies  from  Blantes  to  the  settlements  of  Pearl 
river,  was  filed  in  his  office  prior  to  June  1,  1820,  and  recorded,  and  that  the  titles  in  support  of  said  claim 
were  also  recorded,  but  that  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  report  made  on  said  claim  to 
Congress  by  the  commissioners. 

There  is  also  a  receipt  filed,  of  the  clerk  of  said  office,  for  certain  papers  deposited  in  his  office  for 
record  in  support  of  said  claim. 

The  petitioner  also  exhibits  a  certified  copy  of  a  paper  signed  by  the  widow  Rillieux,  ilated  September 
20,  1T69,  by  which  she  acknowdedges  to  have  sold  to  her  son,  Vincent  Rillieux,  the  hind  granted  to  her  late 
husband' by  the  Spanish  government,  on  Bayou  Benfonca  and  Pearl  river;  but  there  is  no  testimony  of 
title  in  the  petitioner,  nor'is  there  a  grant  exhiliited,  or  other  satisfactory  testimony  of  said  claim. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  rejection  of  the  petition. 

VOL.  IV lOVl  0 
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IOtii  Cokgkess.] 


No.    548.  [2d  Session. 


CLAIM   TO    LAND    IN    LOUISIANA. 

COjnrcXICATKD    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RESENTiTIVES    J.iNUARY    9,    182T. 

Mr.  GiRRisox,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  petition  of 

Simon  and  Leondre  Ducre,  reported  : 

Tliat  tiic  petitioners  state  tliat  they,  in  copartnersliip  with  Hilliaro  Ducse,  now  deceased,  became  the 
proprietors  of  a  tract  of  land  on  Bayou  La  Coliibe,  in  tlio  parish  of  Tammany,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
by  a  conveyance  from  Louis  Reggio;  and,  by  reason  of  the  decease  of  tlioir  brother,  Ililliare  Ducrii,  they 
are  legally" entitled  to  the  whole  of  said  tract  of  land  as  his  heirs-at-law.  That  they  duly  filed  their  claims 
with  the  commissioners  of  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  Court-house;  but  that,  owing  to  some  reason 
unknown  to  the  petitioners,  the  connnis.sioners  have  not  reported  their  claim  to  Congress  for  confirmation. 

The  affidavit  of  one  Stephen  Reine,  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
January  13,  1820,  is  filed,  who  swears  that  he  knows  that  Louis  Reggio  had  made  an  establishment  on  a 

conces.sion  on  tin,'  Bayou  Cohibe,  which  he,  Reggio,  obtained  from  Don Miro,  governor  of  Louisiana, 

made  furnaces  thereon  for  making  tar,  and  remained  on  the  land  several  years.  A  conveyance  from  the 
said  Louis  Reggio  to  the  petitioners  is  exhibited,  taken  before  a  judge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Barnard,  in 
said  State;  also  a  certificate  from  David  Bradford,  a  clerk  in  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena,  stating  that 
the  noitice  of  claim,  and  proofs  in  support  of  the  same,  was  recorded  in  the  office  prior  to  June  1,  1820. 

The  committee  conceive  that  the  proof  in  support  of  the  original  grant  by  the  Spanish  government, 
resting  as  it  does  on  the  deposition  of  a  single  individual,  is  too  vague  and  uncertain;  that  the  title  papers 
produced  in  the  land  office  does  not  prove  any  title  in  the  grantor  to  the  petitioners. 

The  committee  therefore  pray  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition,  &c. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  549.  [2d  Session. 


APPLICATION  FOE  COMPENSATION  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  LAND  WARRANTS  ISSUED  BY  THE 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    10,    1827. 

Mr.  BucKNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  and  docu- 
ments of  John  Overall,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  in  the  month  of  February,  1784,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
passed  a  resohition  upon  the  subject  of  extending  her  settlements  to  the  bend  of  Tennessee  river.  That 
certain  commissioners  were  appointed  to  carry  the  same  into  efi'ect;  and  also  other  officers  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  intended  settlement.  That,  by  said  resolution,  one  thousand  acres  of  land  were  to  be  allowed 
to  each  emigrant  to  that  section  of  country,  at  the  price  of  one-eighth  part  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  to  be  paid 
on  the  emanation  of  the  grant.  He  states  that  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1785  the  commissioners  proceeded 
to  said  point  on  the  Tennessee  river;  and  that  they  employed  as  guards  a  number  of  men,  under  a  promise 
that  each  should  be  entitled  to  receive  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  said  bend  of  the  river,  or  Tennessee 
district;  that  under  that  agreement  they  were  accompanied,  among  others,  by  George  Dardin,  jr.,  George 
Dardin,  sen.,  George  Gallohan,  Thomas  Gallohan,  James  Gallohan,  James  Scott,  William  Nelson,  Joseph 
McUonnell,  Charles  Roberson,  Alexander  Kelly,  John  Woods,  Alexander  Cunningham,  William  Fisher, 
Abraham  Utter,  John  Cowiu,  and  David  MitcheU;  and  that  warrants  issued  to  each  of  those  men,  of  which 
the  petitioner  now  has  possession,  signed  by  said  commissioners,  who  were  acting,  in  issuing  said 
warrants,  under  the  authority  of  said  State.  The  petitioner  exhibits  one  of  the  warrants  as  a  specimen, 
and  states  his  willingness  to  produce  the  others,  if  required;  and  pravs  that  an  act  be  pas.sed  allowing  a 
proper  compensation,  as  they  never  obtained  the  land  promised,  and  lor  which  said  warrants  issued.  The 
loUowmg  is  a  copy  ot  the  warrant  exhibited: 

"Georgia: 

"To  John  Donehon,  esq.,  county  surveyor  of  the  county  of  Houston,  in  the  district  of  Tennessee: 

"  1°\  ?^f  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  admeasure  and  lay  out  unto  George  Dardin,  sen.,  a  tract 
of  land  which  shall  contain  one  thousand  acres,  in  the  said  county  of  Houston  and  district  aforesaid, 
taking  especial  care  that  the  same  has  not  been  heretofore  laid  out'to  anv  person  or  persons.  And  you 
are  hereby  also  directed  and  required  to  record  the  plat  of  the  same  in  j'our  office,  and  transmit  a  copy 
thereol,  together  with  this  warrant,  to  the  surveyor  goueral  within  thirteen  months  from  this  date. 
Given  under  our  hand,  December  21,  1785. 

"JOHN  DONELSON. 
"JOHN  SEVIER." 

The  warrant  is  printed,  except  as  to  the  name  of  Dardin,  that  of  the  county,  and  the  number  of  acres, 
ihe  legislature  ol  Georgia,  February  20,  1784,  adopted  a  report  of  a  committee  to  appoint  commis- 


1827.]  LAND    WARRANTS   ISSUED    BY    C  K  ()  i;  C  I  A  .  8G7 


siortcrs  vested  with  powers  iK'Cuwsury  to  ascertain  tlie  quantity,  quality,  ami  i-irciiins1ances  (jf  (li(> 
laials  lying  in  what  was  I'allcd  the  Big  Bend  cit'Tennessee.  In  i)ursuaiire  ul'  thai  rc|inr|,  dii  the  next  day 
they  did  appoint  seven  coniniissiuners  for  the  olijeet  eontemplaled,  wlm  wrre  diiciicil  |u  niake  a  rc|Mii-t  ni' 
their  proceedings  to  the  legislature  for  their  consideration,  ami  wlio,  liy  said  rrpial  so  adnpiiil,  wcrrlo 
receive  such  compensation  I'or  their  services  as  might  ln'  ileemeil  adeqnair  ami  salisfaclni-y.  In  the 
report  is  this  provision:  "Frorided,  notwillm/aiidiiK/,  That  the  said  Imard  shall  havr  iidwcr,  and  (hey  are 
liereby  authorized,  it' they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  think  i(  necessary,  in  such  niannir  :is  tn  ihcm  may 
seem  most  expedient,  In  lunceed  to  g-rant  warrants  nl' suincvs,  which  shall,  wlim  cxccutid,  lir  liansmitted, 
with  tlie  plats,  to  the  surveyor  gerR'ral's  olhce,  in  order  that  (he  same  m.'i\'  pass  tn  a  ui'ani,  as  thr  law- 
directs:  I'roridt'd,  That  no  one  person  shall  be  eligible  to  Imld  or  obtain  a  j^-rant  nrmnrc  than  nni-  llmusand 
acres  of  land,  and  that  he  or  they  so  obtaining  a  warrant  shall,  at  the  samr  time,  i;-ive  Imnd  and  sei-urily 
to  pay  into  the  treasurj-  of  the  State  at  and  after  tin'  rate  of  one-eighlli  ul'  a  dnllar  per  acre;  wliich  sum 
shall  be  paid  before  he,  she,  or  they  shall  nbtain  a  grant." 

On  December  22,  178,"),  a  nuijiirity  of  the  ccimmissioners  reported  their  prnceeilings  to  Ihe  House,  by 
which,  among  other  thing's,  it  appears  that  they  had  made  divers  ap)iiiintments,  and  had  gi'anled  an 
indulg'euce^iif  three  years  to  the  purchasers,  and  had  taken  bonds  to  a  large  amnunl,  \c.;  which  re]iorl 
cannot  now  be  obtained,  having  been,  as  it  is  suiijiosed,  lost  or  destroyed.  In  the  fall  or  winter  of  n.sf), 
John  Donelson,  John  Sevier,  William  Downs,  and  Stephen  Heard,  four  of  the  commissioners  appointed, 
attended  west  of  the  A)ipalachiaii  mountains,  in  company  with  a.  considerable  number  of  men  whom  they 
had  employed  to  g-uard  them  down  the  river,  and  to  assist  them  in  making  the  projiosed  settlement,  (great 
danger  being  atiprelieiided  from  the  Indians,)  and  proceeded  down  the  Ilolston  and  Tennessee  rivers  to 
what  was  called  the  Big  Bend  of  Tennessee  river,  to  which  region  of  country  tliey  gave  the  name  of 
Houston  county,  lying  within  what  was  the  chartered  limits  of  Georgia,  where  they  proceeded  to  issue 
land  warrants  to  be  located  within  the  said  bend  of  Tennessee  and  the  county  of  Houston,  taking  from  the 
purchasers  bonds,  with  security,  for  the  payment  of  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  per  aere  for  the  land  s(]Id.  TIk^ 
legislature  of  Georgia  understanding  that  the  commissioners,  in  the  performance  of  said  duty,  had 
expended  considerable  sums  of  monej'  in  quieting  the  Indians  resident  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  in 
bearing  their  own  expenses,  &c.,  by  a  resolution  dated  August  14,  1780,  declared  that  each  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  on  the  Tennessee  business  who  had  actually  attended  their  duty  should  be  entitled 
to  5,000  acres  of  land  in  said  district  as  a  gratuity  and  full  compensation  for  their  services,  but  ilo  not 
mention  or  allude  to  the  men  who  had  attended  them  as  guards. 

There  is  no  proof  liefore  the  committee  which  will  authorize  them  to  say  that  the  men  named  by  the 
petitioner  as  the  persons  to  whom  the  warrants  issued  were  employed  by  tlie  commissioners  to  accompany 
them,  although  it  is  very  probable  that  such  was  tlie  fact,  as  it  is  proven  that  they  were  attended  by  a 
company  employed  ft)r  the  purpose.  In  determiinng  on  this  case,  among  other  matters,  it  is  important  to 
inquire  into  the  true  nature  and  extent  of  the  power  with  which  the  commissioners  were  vested,  and  see 
if  they  acted  within  the  pale  of  that  authority.  The  authority  granted  was,  that  the  board,  consisting  of 
seven  commissioners,  should  have  the  power,  if  they  or  a  majority  should  think  it  necessary,  in  such  manner 
as  to  them  should  seem  most  expedient,  to  proceed  to  grant  warrants  of  survey,  &c.  The  concurrence  of 
at  least  a  majority  was  required  to  issue  a  warrant.  Besides,  the  persons  obtaining  warrants  were  to 
give  bond,  with  security,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  one-eighth  part  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  to  be 
paid  previous  to  the  emanation  of  a  grant.  The  commissioners  acted  as  the  agents  or  oilicers  of  the  State, 
under  a  public  resolution  of  that  State,  of  which  those  to  whom  warrants  issued  are  not  to  be 
presumed  to  be  ignorant.  It  is  evidi.'iit,  therefore,  that  no  contract  which  they  made  \vith  a  company  of 
men  to  guard  them  was  obligatory  on  the  State,  and,  of  course,  no  warrant  issued  in  virtue  of  such 
contract.  If  warrants  were  obtained  by  them,  they  were  bound  to  procure  them,  not  for  labor  performed 
or  danger  incurred,  but  at  the  price  of  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  secured  by  bond,  &c.  Unless  they 
issued  in  that  way,  or  were  afterwards  recognized  as  valid  by  the  legislative  power  of  the  State,  the 
surveys  made  thereon  did  not  entitle  the  holders  of  them  to  grants.  This  view  of  the  case  is  taken  on  the 
supposition  that  the  warrants  named  were  issued  as  a  compensation  for  services  rendered,  and  not  at  the 
price  named  in  the  report  or  resolution  of  the  legislature,  whicli  the  petitioner  himself  declares  to  lie  the 
fact.  If,  howevoj',  he  had  made  no  such  declaration,  it  should  be  remarked  that  tliere  is  no  proof  showing 
that  bonds  were  executed  or  the  price  paid.  Whether  any  surveys  were  ever  made  on  these  warrants, 
or  attempts  to  procure  patents,  we  are  altogether  uninformed,  except  so  far  as  the  declaration  of  the  peti- 
tioner is  to  be  regarded.  Others,  who  had  most  probably  secured  by  liond  the  stipulated  price,  applied 
for  grants,  which  tlio  governor  of  Georgia  refused;  for  what  reasons  we  are  left  to  conjecture.  It  was 
probaldy,  among  other  reasons,  because  the  warrants  had  been  signed  by  two  commissioners  oidy,  as  that, 
from  the  warrants  exhibited,  appears  to  have  been  their  practice,  and  because  the  claims  depended  upon 
a  mere  resolution  of  the  House;  for  it  appears  liy  a  report  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  legislature  of 
that  State,  made  August  1,  1786,  that,  at  the  time  the  tirst  resolution  on  the  subject  passed,  in  1784,  a 
committee  was  directed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  enacting  the  sa.me  into  a  law,  but  that  no  such  bill  had  ever 
been  reported. 

On  August  7,  1786,  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  reported  a  bill,  to  lie  entitled  ''An  act  for 
laying  out  a  district  in  the  bend  of  Teiniessee,"  which,  having  l>een  read  the  iirst  time,  was  linally 
rejected.  They,  however,  passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  the  title  of  any  person  or  persons  wliatever 
to  any  land  in  the  district  of  Tennessee,  so  f;ir  as  the  same  is  sanctioned  or  authorized  by  former  resolu- 
tions of  assembly,  should  nOt,  in  any  respect,  be  weakened  or  injured  by  the  rejection  of  the  bill  aforesaid. 
This  resolution  does  not  alter  in  any  manner  the  condition  of  those  chiims.  Its  object  appears  to  have 
been  to  exclude  the  idea  of  way  intention  to  interfere  with  tli(.'m,  and  to  show  that  they  were  to  be 
Considered  in  siafu  quo. 

On  October  31,  1787,  an  act  was  passed  in  said  legislature  "to  sujipress  the  violence  of  Indians." 
The  eleventh  section  of  that  act,  the  act  having  declared  in  a  previous  clause  that  certain  portions  of  land 
in  said  district  of  Tennessee  should  be  .u'iven  as  compensation  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  those  wlio 
should  serve  as  officers  and  soldiers  to  supiiress  the  Indians,  contains  the  following  proviso:  "Provided, 
That  the  right  of  pre-emption  on  all  surveys  heretofore  made  by  the  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  first 
set  apart." 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  the  warrants  in  question  apjieared  to  have  been  issued  irregularly 
and  illegally;  and,  in  allusion  to  this  last-mentioned  act,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  petitioner  says  that 
DO  surveys  were  ever  executed  in  pursuance  of  those  warrants.  Independent  of  the  foregoing  objections, 
the  committee  do  not  conceive  that  tte  petitioner  has  shown  the  slightest  ground  for  the  passage  of  an 
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act  on  his  petition  amt  fur  liis  benofit.  None  of  tlio  warrants  are  in  his  name,  nor  are  they  assigned  to 
liim.  Whetlici-  thcv  cunie  into  his  possession  liy  contract,  or  were  placed  there  for  the  benefit  of  others; 
whether  tiie  men  to  whom  tliey  issued  are  living,  or,  if  dead,  have  left  heirs;  and,  indeed,  whether  they 
pretend  to  set  up  a  claim  against  the  government,  we  know  not.  Forty  odd  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
warrants  were  issued;  and  had  they  been  in  every  respect  regular,  they  would  form  at  this  time  the 
foundation  of  very  slah-  demandK,  to  say  the  least  of  them.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  claims 
ought  not  to  be  supported. 


To  l}ic  Jwnorahle  fhe  mrmbrrf;  of  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Represcnialives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in 

Congress  assembled : 

The  remonstrance  and  memorial  of  John  Overall  for  a  compensation  for  certain  old  claims,  land  war- 
rant.s,  now  in  iiis  posscssi(jn,  formerly  issued  to  the  following  persons,  viz:  George _  Dardin,  jr.,  George 
Dardi'n,  sr.,  (ieorge  Gallohan,  Thomas'  Gallohan,  James  Gallohan,  James  Scott,  William  Nelson,  Joseph 
McConi'iell,'  Charles  Kobcrson,  Alexander  Kelly,  John  Woods,  Alexander  Cunningham,  William  Fisher, 
Abraham  Utter,  John  Cowin,  and  Uavid  Mitchell,  respectfully  showeth:  That,  consistent  with  a  law  or 
resolution  passed  by  the  honorable  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the  month  of  February,  A.  D. 
1"84,  for  extending"the  settlements  of  that  State  to  the  bend  of  Tennessee  river,  it  appears  by  said  laws 
that  certain  commissioners  were  appointed  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  as  well  as  civil  officers  for  regu- 
lating the  intended  settlement,  allowing,  at  the  same  time,  one  thousand  acres  of  land  to  each  citizen  or 
emigrant,  under  stipulations  of  one-eightii  of  a  dollar  per  acre  to  be  paid  when  such  citizen  or  emigrant 
should  be  entitled  to  receive  a  grant  for  said  land,  agreeably  to  warrant  and  survey,  under  authority  of 
said  commissioners. 

It  appears  from  undoubted  proof,  herewith  exhibited,  that  the  said  commissioners  did,  in  the  fall  and 
winter  of  the  j-ear  A.  D.  1785,  proceed  to  the  district  of  Tennessee  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  commis- 
sioners did  employ  in  their  service,  and  for  their  guard  and  safety,  a  number  of  men,  under  a  promise  that 
each  of  those  men  should  be  entitled  to  receive  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  bend  of  Tennessee,  or 
Tennessee  district  aforesaid.  It  also  appears  that,  guided  by  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  the  faith  of 
the  honorable  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  in  the  commissioners  acting  under  the  laws, 
amongst  others,  the  said  George  Dardin,  jr.,  George  Dardin,  sr.,  George  Gallohan,  Thomas  Gallohan,  James 
Gallohan,  James  Scott,  William  Nelson,  Joseph  McConnell,  Charles  Roberson,  Alexander  Kelly,  John  Woods, 
Alexander  Cunningham,  AVilliam  Fisher,  Abraham  Utter,  John  Cowin,  and  David  Mitchell,  did  engage  with 
said  commissioners,  and,  at  their  own  expense  and  risk,  attend  them  on  their  expedition  to  the  bend  of 
Tennessee,  the  premises  aforesaid,  and  did  there  and  then  reserve  from  the  said  commissioners  land 
warrants  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land  each,  on  the  credit  and  faith  of  the  State,  signed  by  said  commis- 
sioners, acting  under  her  laws,  which  will  more  plainly  and  fully  appear  by  the  said  original  warrants 
now  in  possession  of  your  memorialist,  John  Overall,  in  the  respective  names  of  the  aforesaid  persons,  to 
wliom  the  said  laud  warrants  were  issued;  one  of  which  warrants,  as  a  specimen,  is  hereto  annexed,  and 
others  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  at  the  call  of  your  honorable  body. 

But  it  appears  that  the  aforesaid  commissioners,  for  judicious  reasons,  deemed  it  not  proper  to  continue 
a  settlement  of  the  premises  aforesaid  at  that  period.  They  accordingly,  with  the  men  accompanying 
them,  returned  to  their  respective  homes,  under  promise  to  the  emigrants,  at  a  future  day,  thej'  would 
proceed  to  efl'ect  a  settlement,  and  lay  out  and  grant  to  the  men  whom  they  employed  aforesaid  the  lands 
promised  and  called  for  in  their  respective  land  warrants  then  issued.  It  also  appears  from  the  journals 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  of  HSG  that  the  said  commissioners  reported  their  proceedings  to  the  honorable 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  who  therefore  made  compensation  of  live  thousand  acres  of  laud  to 
each  of  the  commissioners,  to  be  granted  them  in  the  said  district  of  Tennessee,  thereby  ratifying  their 
proceedings,  and  binding  themselves  in  the  faithful  performances  of  their  compact  and  promises  to  the 
emigrants  and  citizens  who  had  obtained  warrants  aforesaid.  It  appears,  after  this  period,  that  the  said 
commissioners  did  not  attem|)t  the  settlement  of  said  county  in  consequence  of  the  hostility  of  the  Indians 
and  for  other  judicious  causes;  therefore  the  emigrants  to  whom  the  promises  were  made,  and  the  land 
warrants  issued  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  virtue  of  officers  acting  under  the 
laws,  were  never  located  nor  surveyed,  but  have  been  ever  held  and  considered  as  just  claims,  agreeable 
to  their  contract  with  said  State  of  Georgia,  and  agreeable  to  the  cession  of  that  territory  by  the  said 

State  of  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  of  the day  of  ,  whenever  a  provision  is  made  for  legal 

land  claims,  of  which  your  memorialist  begs  leave,  with  submission  to  the  superior  judgment  of  your 
honorable  body,  to  remark  that,  in  equity,  he  conceives  his  claims  rank  amongst  the  most  deserving. 
Relying  (m  the  wisdom,  magnanimity,  and  justice  of  your  honorable  body,  your  memorialist  therefore 
prays  that  the  legality  and  equity  of  the  aforesaid  land  warrants  and  claims  may  be  taken  under 
consideration,  and  such  compensation  allowed  hin^  as  your  honorable  body  may,  in  your  superior 
judgment,  conceive  to  be  just  and  equitable  and  right.  And  your  memorialist  will  be  ever  in  duty  bound 
to  pray. 

JOHN  OVERALL. 

February  1,  1826. 


Georgia,  January  20,  1826. 

It  appears  from  the  journals  of  the  honorable  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  that  in  February, 
A.  1).  Xim,  a  resolution  or  law  was  passed  for  dispcjsing  of  certain  lands  in  the  bend  of  Tennessee  river; 
conuiiissioners  were  appointed  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect,  as  well  as  civil  officers  for  regulating  the 
intended  S(;ttlement. 

In  the  fall  or  winter  of  1785  the  said  commissioners  met  on  the  Holaton,  now  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
did  there  raise  a  number  of  emigrants,  by  offering  to  each  able-bodied  man  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
the  aloresaid  bend  of  Tennessee,  agreeably  to  the  aforesaid  law;  provided  the  said  men  should  equip 
themselves  with  arms  for  defence,  and,  at  their  own  expense,  provide  themselves  with  provisions,  and 
attend  the  said  conunissioners,  as  a  guard  for  their  security  and  defence,  to  the  bend  of  Tennessee,  the 
premises  aloresaid.     On  the  above  conditions  a  number  of  men  were  raised  and  joined  at  the  mouth  of 
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French  Broad  river;  from  thence  the  said  men  did,  on  terms  aforesaid,  attend  the  said  commissioners  to 
the  premises  aforesaid,  and  npon  tlie  conditions  aforesaid.  After  the  said  ccimniissioners  had  ascertained 
the  situation  and  latitude  of  the  country,  in  the  month  of  December,  A.  1).  1785,  they  held  a  hoard  u|kiu 
the  premises  aforesaid,  and,  af^reeably  to  the  contract  and  a};-reement  witii  the  said  men  who  acc(J!i)i)anied 
them  as  their  g'uard  and  secnrity,  they  did  then  and  tiicre  issiK^  to  th<^  men  land  warrants  of  survey  for 
one  thousand  acres  of  land  to  each  man,  to  be  located  or  surveyed  upon  lands  in  the  said  bend  ol'  'I'cmiessec, 
or  Tennessee  district,  whicli  tliey  named  and  called  Houston  county.  I  was  personally  accpiuinted  with 
said  commissioners;  often  aided  them  in  business,  aiitl,  to  the  liesl  of  uiy  recollection,  the  above-mentioned 
land  warrants  were  tlie  first  land  warrants  issued  by  said  ciimmissioners  under  the  al'oresaid  law,  and  Ibr 
lands  in  tlie  bend  of  Tennessee. 

It  may  also  be  necessary  to  remark  that  the  said  land  warrants  wore  printed  and  carried  to  tlie 
District  of  Tennessee  for  the  aforesaid  |inrpose;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  present  recollection,  ail  the  said 
warrants  there  issued  were  printed  by  the  same  ty|>c,  upon  the  same  kind  of  pap(;r,  and  sij^ned  by  tiic 
commissioners.  Some  of  which  warrants,  with  others,  were  shortly  after  loilyed  iu  the  land  office  of  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  will  more  plainly  appear  by  reference  thereto. 

I  was  personally  acquainted  with  Georg-e  Dardin,  sen.,  who  did  attend  the  commissioners  in  jierson, 
and  I  do  believe  the  annexed  land  warrant,  in  the  name  of  said  Dardin,  to  bo  one  of  the  original  land 
warrants  issued  bj-  the  said  commissioners  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  as  will  more  plainly  appear  by 
reference  to  such  land  warrants  as  were  returned  to  the  surveyor  general's  office  aforesaid,  of  the  same 
tenor  and  date.  After  issuing  the  said  land  warrants  the  said  commissioners  returned,  with  the  men 
accompanying  them,  to  the  then  inhabited  country,  under  promise,  at  some  future  day,  to  attend  ujion  the 
prennses  aforesaid,  where  the  said  emigrants,  as  they  thought  proper,  siiould  locate  their  land  warrants 
to  such  lands  as  they  might  choose.  From  certain  intervening  causes  it  appears  that  the  said  commis- 
sioners did  ncit,  after  that  date,  meet  again  npon  the  premises  aforesaid;  but  did  arrange  and  settle  their 
future  business,  agreealdy  to  said  law,  at  sundry  meetings  held  by  them  in  the  settled  Ijoundaries  of  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

ZACHARIAH  COX. 

District  of  Cou-mbia,  Wa.-'hiinjton  County,  ss  : 

On  the  31st  day  of  Januaiy,  1826,  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  District  of  Columbia  aforesaid,  Zachariah  Cox,  who  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  aforegoing  statement  subscribed  by  him  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief. 

R.  C.  WEIGUTMAN,  J.  P. 


"  Geop.gi.\: 

"To  John  Donelson,  esq.,  coimty  surveijorfor  the  county  of  Houston,  and  district  of  Tennessee: 

"You  arc  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  admeasure  and  lay  out,  or  cause  to  be  admeasured  and 
laid  out,  unto  George  Dardin,  sen.,  a  tract  of  land,  which  shall  contain  one  thousand  acres,  in  the  said 
county  of  Houston  and  district  aforesaid,  taking  especial  care  that  the  same  has  not  heretofore  been  laid 
out  to  any  person  or  persons;  and  you  are  hereby  also  directed  and  required  to  record  the  plat  of  the 
same  in  your  office,  and  transmit  a  copy  thereof,  together  with  this  warrant,  to  the  surveyor  general, 
within  thirteen  months  from  this  date. 

"Given  under  my  hand  this  21st  day  of  December,  1785. 

"JOHN  DONELSON. 
"JOHN  SEVIER." 


District  of  Coloibia,  County  of  Washington : 

Personally  appeared  John  Cocke,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  said  District,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  has  been  shown  fifteen  land 
warrants  for  one  thousand  acres  each,  directed  to  John  Donelson,  esq.,  county  surveyor  for  the  county  of 
Houston  and  district  of  Tennessee,  one  in  the  name  of  John  Cowin,  one  in  the  name  of  William  Nelson, 
one  in  the  name  of  David  Mitchell,  one  in  the  name  of  Abraham  Ltter,  one  in  the  name  of  AVilliam  Fisher, 
one  in  the  name  of  George  Dardin,  one  in  the  name  of  George  Cxallohan,  one  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Gallohan,  one  in  the  name  of  James  Scott,  one  in  the  name  of  James  Gallohan,  one  in  the  name  of  Jolm 
Woods,  one  in  the  name  of  Charles  Roberson,  one  in  the  name  of  Alexander  Kelly,  one  in  the  name  of 
Joseph  McConnell,  and  one,  I  think,  in  the  name  of  Alexander  Cunningham.  The  above-mentioned  and 
described  warrants  of  survey  are  signed  by  John  Sevier  and  John  Donelson.  This  deponent  states  that 
he  was  well  and  intimately  acquainted  with  Jolm  Sevier,  formerly  governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
with  the  handwriting  of  Governor  Sevier,  and  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  he  is  satisfied  the  signature  is 
in  the  proper  handwriting  of  Jolm  Sevier,  former  governor  of  Tennessee;  he  had  no  acquaintance  with 
Colonel  John  Donelson;  he  has,  however,  in  the  course  of  business,  frequently  seen  writing  admitted  by 
all  to  be  Colonel  l)onelsoii's,  and,  from  his  recollection  of  its  appearance,  he  thinks  said  land  warrauts 
were  signed  by  him. 

JOHN  COCKE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  liefore  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  and  District 
aforesaid,  on  this  6th  day  of  January,  1827. 

JAMES  YOUNG 


Decf.mber,  1826. 
Sir:  The  honorable  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United   States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled  have   ordered,   last   session,   my   petition   for   a   remuneration   for   old    laud   warrants    issued  by 
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authority  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia  to  be  laid  before  your  honorable  committee  for  their  consideration 
to  report  on.  You  will  ])Iease  give  the  case  such  support  as  it  merits.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
iiiforiiiation  I  laid  before  the  honorable  committee  at  the  last  session  for  the  proofs  required  of  me  in 
siijiport  of  niy  claim,  which  you  have  before  you.  There  is  one  warrant  annexed  to  my  petition;  the  other 
fifteen  warrants  in  my  possession  are  ready  at  the  call  of  your  honorable  committee. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  reside  in  Virginia,  about  six  miles  from  Georgetown;  that  any  further 
information  required  of  me  respecting  tlie  business,  you  will  please  favor  and  drop  me  a  line,  directed  to 
me  at  Georgetown,  and  it  will  be  punctually  attended  to. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  OVERALL. 

Hon.  Kicn.ujD  A.  Buckxeb,  Chairman  of  Covimiilee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

p.  S. — The  Hon.  John  Cocke,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  last  session,  waited  on  your  honorable 
committee,  I  believe,  and  satisfied  them  as  to  the  necessary  proof  of  the  signature  of  John  Donelson,  one 
of  the  conunissioners  who  signed  the  land  warrant  annexed  to  my  petition,  and  others  in  my  possession. 
Tiie  Hon.  Hugh  L.  White,  senator,  will  prove  the  signature  of  John  Sevier,  the  other  commissioner  who 
signed  the  aforesaid  land  warrants,  if  required. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  OVERALL. 


Georgetown,  February  22,  1826. 

In  this  case  there  is  supposed  to  exist  little  or  no  difiSculty  as  to  facts.  Every  allegation  upon  which 
the  claimants  rest  their  application  for  relief  is  susceptible  of  proof.  It  appears  that,  confiding  in  an 
express  contract  entered  into  with  them  by  public  agents  of  the  State  of  Georgia  employed  under  the 
authority  of  the  legislature  to  accomplish  public  objects,  they  performed  valuable  and  meritorious  ser- 
vices, agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  stipulations  on  tiieir  part.  They  executed  the  contract,  and  complied 
with  all  the  terms  which  entitled  them  to  the  remuneration  which  was  promised. 

The  value  of  these  services  is  not  now  in  controversy;  if  it  be  disputed,  that  also  can  be  proved. 
The  duty  which  they  assumed,  and  the  services  they  engaged  to  render,  were,  however,  wholly  contingent 
when  the  contract  was  made.  They  migjit  be  more  or  less  laborious,  and  more  or  less  perilous.  They 
were,  or  they  might  be,  exposed  to  Indian  hostilities,  and  their  lives  might  be  lost  in  the  conflicts  which 
they  had  reason  to  apprehend.  It  was  in  consideration  of  these  contingencies  that  the  contract  was 
trained;  in  full  confidence  that  its  terms  would  be  complied  with,  the  services  were  rendered.  The  com- 
missioners did  so  far  comply  with  the  terms  of  their  engagement  as  to  grant  the  warrants  of  survey  upon 
which  the  claim  rests.  From  motives  of  public  policy  these  public  agents  did  not  fully  execute  all  the 
objects  of  thoir  appointment  as  originally  contemplated,  and  therefore  did  not  perfect  either  the  titles  of 
these  memorialists  or  their  own.  The  views  and  i)olicy  of  the  State  were  changed,  and,  in  consequence 
of  this  alteration,  these  titles  were  necessarily  and  inevitably  left  imperfect  and  incomplete.  The  defects, 
however,  originated  neither  with  the  commissioners  nor  the  memorialists,  but  with  the  State  itself.  All 
that  was  to  be  done  by  the  former — all  that  could  be  done — was  done;  what  remained  to  be  executed  was 
to  be  performed  by  the  State.  The  State,  however,  for  its  own  purposes,  stopped  short;  left  these  titles 
in  their  inqiertect  state;  took  away  from  these  parties  the  means  of  completing  and  perfecting  them;  and 
the  single  question  whicli  remains  is,  whether  this  omission  is  to  operate  injuriously  to  the  interests  of 
those  who  are  wholly  innocent.  It  is  presumed  this  will  not  be  pretended  by  a'  government  whose 
foundations  are  justice — the  end  and  design  of  whose  institutions  are  to  protect  and  vindicate  the  rights 
of  the  citizen. 

If  these  commissioners  were  public  agents,  acting  on  behalf  of  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  State;  if 
their  a,cts  wore  within  the  scope  of  the  authority  delegated  to  them,  such  acts  are  the  acts  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  If  this  be  conceded,  that  State  was  under  a  legal  and  equitable  obligation  to  comply  fully,  on 
Its  part,  with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  that  is  to  say,  to  give  perfection  and  validity  to  the  inchoate'  and 
mjperfect  titles  of  the  claimants.  Having  omitted  or  neglected  to  discliarge  this  obligation,  this  neglect 
and  omission  cannot  impair  or  annul  the  rights  of  these  memorialists. 

_  Having  reached  this  point  in  the  consideration  of  the  case,  the  question  which  remains  to  be  exam- 
ined is,  whether  tins  claim,  originally  valid,  bi)tli  in  law  and  equity,  as  against  Georgia,  is  equally  so  against 
the  United  States.  All  the  facts  upon  which  the  claimants  rely  are  public  and  notorious;  tlie  proceed- 
ings of  the  legisliiture  and  the  agents  of  the  State,  they  were" of  a  character  to  give  notice  to  all  the 
world;  and  the  United  States,  accepting  the  cession  from  Georgia,  took  the  property  ceded,  subject  to 
all  the  equitable  interests  of  other  luirties.  If,  then,  the  equitable  rights  of  these  claimants;  if  the  State 
was  under  a  moral  or  legal  obligation  to  perfect  their  inchoate  title,  then  it  clearly  and  necessarily  results 
that  the  United  States  are  under  an  equally  imperative  obligation  to  do  what  Georgia  was  bound  to  do. 

If,  however,  as  is  understood,  the  United  States  have  admitted  this  obligation  in  its  fullest  extent  in 
regard  to  the  titles  of  the  commissioners,  they  have  themselves  sanctioned  every  principle  which  has 
been  contended  for.  The  commissioners,  by  their  agreement  with  the  State,  were  to  receive,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  their  services,  five  thousand  acres  of  the  same  lands;  their  titles  rested  on  the  same  basis; 
they  were  equally  imperfect,  and  from  the  same  causes;  but  compensation  has  been  awarded  them,  and 
the  contract  has  been  complied  with  by  the  United  States.  By  this  contract  it  is  admitted  that  the  com- 
missioners were  duly  appointed  as  the  public  agents  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  that  their  acts  created  an 
imi)erfect_a_nd  inchoate  title,  and  that  tlie  equitable  rights  thus  created' were  valid  against  the  United 
States.  This  precedent,  therefore,  if  it  is  correctly  understood,  seems  to  settle  every  question  arising  in 
this  case,  and  to  leave  no  one  principle  open  to  a  contestation  in  controversy. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE. 


1827.]  PUBLIC    LANDS    IN    1  LLI  XC)  IS.  871 


19th  Coxgress.]  No.   550.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  RESPECTING  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS  WITUIN  IIEK  LIMITS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE   JANUARY    I'l,    182'I. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepret'cntaliirs  i>f  tlw  United  States  in  Congress  assemliled  : 

The  inoinorial  of  the  g-eneral  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respcetfuUy  shows:  That  the  })eculiar 
relation  of  this  State,  in  comiiiou  with  all  the  new  States  of  the  federal  government,  in  respect  to  the 
public  lands,  imposes  it  upon  this  general  assembly  as  an  imperious  duty  to  remonstrate  against  the 
present  mode  of  selling  those  lands,  and  to  urg-e  upon  your  honorable  body  the  justice  and  necessity  of 
making  some  great  and  radical  change  therein. 

The  State  of  Illinois  contains  nearly  forty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  of  which  only  about  one  miUinu 
and  a  half  of  acres  have  yet  been  sold;  and  it  is  a  melancholy  truth  that,  if  the  present  minimum  i>rice  In; 
adhered  to,  it  must  bo  several  hundred  years  before  all  the  soil  of  the  State  can  be  passed  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  federal  government,  and  be  subjected  to  the  laws  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State. 

Your  memorialists  respectfull}-  represent  that  such  delay  will  be  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  this  State,  by  checking  the  growth  of  its  population  and  preventing  it  from  collecting  taxes  on  much 
the  largest  proportion  of  its  soil;  and  will  be  injurious  to  the  federal  government  itself,  by  keeping  much 
money  out  of  the  public  treasury,  and  occasioning  great  waste  and  destruction  of  the  timbei-  on  the  public 
lands;  and  that  it  will  be  a  virtual  infraction  of  the  compact  between  this  State  and  the  federal  govern- 
ment, upon  the  point  of  not  taxing  those  lands  before  they  are  sold,  and  fur  a  certain  term  of  years 
afterwards;  which  clearly  implies,  and  was  so  understood  by  both  parties,  that  the  laiidN  should  be  sold 
in  a  reasonable  time. 

To  complete  the  sales  within  a  reasonable  time,  or,  indeed,  within  any  time  at  all,  it  is  certain  that 
the  lands  must  be  ollered  for  what  they  are  worth;  and  as  the  (piality  varies  through  all  the  gradations, 
from  tirst  rate  soil,  well  supplied  with  wood  and  water,  to  second  and  third  rate,  and  refuse  soil  without 
either  wood  or  water,  it  is  clear  that  there  ought  to  be  a  corresponding  variation  of  price  to  induce  the 
people  to  purchase  the  inferior  tracts. 

Such  is  the  practice  of  private  landholders,  and  such  has  been  the  practice  of  other  States  in  selling 
their  vacant  territory. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  land,  like  every  other  commodity,  ought  to  be  sold  for 
what  it  is  worth,  and  not  held  up  at  one  uniform  price  for  all  sorts,  good,  bad,  and  inditierent;  and  they 
believe  it  would  comport  with  sound  policy,  and  the  true  interest  of  a  republican  goYemmcnt,  to  make 
donations  of  small  tracts  to  actual  settlers. 

Many  half-quarter  sections  contain  only  a  few  acres  of  tillable  land,  not  enough  to  make  it  an  object 
to  the  purchaser  who  is  able  to  buy  a  home,  and  yet  which  would  be  sufficient  for  a  small  and  poor  family, 
who  by  their  industry  and  increase  of  population,  and  by  adding  something  to  the  improvement  ami 
cultivation  of  tl]e  country,  ainl,  above  all,  by  raising  up  a  family  of  children,  would  amply  indemnify  the 
government  for  a  gratuitous  donation  of  sucli  tracts. 

Your  memorialists  will  not  inquire  how  far  a  compact  may  be  valid  which  alienates  the  sovereign 
powers  of  the  State,  with  respect  to  taxing  and  disposing  of  the  lands  within  her  limits;  nor  how  far  it  is 
consistent  with  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  State  that  the  federal  government  should  exercise 
jurisdiction  over  any  part  of  the  soil  and  timber  of  the  State,  and  prescribe  penalties  for  trespasses  upon  it. 

They  hope  that  all  these  questions  may  forever  be  avoided  bj-  a  just  and  liberal  disposition  of  the 
public  lands,  without  further  delay. 

It  is  not  for  your  memorialists  to  dictate  the  course  of  policj'  to  be  pursued  by  the  federal  government, 
as  it  relates  to  fiscal  or  other  concerns;  but  thej'  believe  it  will  be  found  on  examination  that  no  accession 
has  been  gained  to  the  public  revenue  from  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  after  the  losses  and  charges 
upon  its  survey  and  sales,  and  the  collection  thereof,  shall  have  been  deducted.  On  the  score  of  ecouoiny 
alone,  if  this  should  be  found  to  be  true,  it  is  an  indisputable  conclusion  that  it  would  be  most  advantageous 
to  the  interests  of  the  nation  to  make  a  transfer  of  the  soil  to  the  several  States  within  which  it  may  be 
situated. 

Other  considerations  of  policy-,  founded  on  enlarged  and  enlightened  views,  juiblic  utility,  and  pros- 
perity, might  be  urged  with  much  force;  and  various  instances  might  be  cited  as  memorable  examples  liy 
other  governments  of  its  justice  and  propriety;  but  it  is  believed  to  be  unnecessary  to  refer  to  them  for 
the  purpose  of  contrasting  the  magnanimity  or  great  usefulness  of  those  of  remote  or  recent  origin  with 
our  own  course  of  policy  in  respect  thereto.  The  elucidation  of  the  sagacity  and  discernment  of  those 
governments,  with  reference  to  an  increase  of  their  population,  resources  and  power,  by  the  gratuitous 
donations  of  land,  might  not  afford  an  advantageous  comparison  with  that  which  has  hitherto  been 
pursued  among  ourselves.  As  evidences  of  the  proprietj'  and  policy  of  producing  a  change  so  desirable, 
they  may,  however,  with  decorum  be  referred  to,  and  it  would  certainly  prove  consolatory  to  profit  by 
their  examples  and  experience. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  praj'  that  your  honorable  body  will  take  the  subject-matter  of  their 
memorial  into  your  serious  consideration,  and  remedy-  the  present  evils,  as  well  as  to  prevent  all  future 
ones,  either  by  surrendering  all  the  public  lands  in  this  .State  to  the  State  upon  equitable  terms,  or  reducing 
the  price  and  fixing  a  just  graduation  according  to  the  difl'erent  rates  of  the  soil,  and  ceding  all  below  a 
certain  value  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  education,  constructing  roads  and  canals,  and 
making  gratuitous  donations  to  actual  settlers.     All  of  which  is  most  respectfullv  submitted. 

TH.  KEYXOLDS, 
Sjxaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  j^ro  tern. 
WiLLIAM  KEXXEY, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
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Secretary's  Office,  Vandalia. 

State  of  Illinois,  ss; 

I   George  Forquer,  secretary  of  state  of  tlic  State  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a 

'    true  copy  of  the  original  enrolled  memorial  on  lile  in  this  office.     In  testimony  whereof,  I  have 

hereunto  subscribed^my  name  and  affi.xed  the  seal  of  State  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  December, 

\}"^-\     iu  the  j-ear  of  our  Lord"  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  of  the  independence  of 

the  United  States  the  fifty-lirst.  _    ^^^^^^  m^^^^. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   551.  [2d   Session. 

NEW   MADRID    CLAIM. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    12,    1817. 

Mr.  BucKNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph 

Smith,  reported: 

The  petitioner  states  that  in  the  year  1818  he  became  the  purchaser  of  a  location  made  by  John  B. 
Dupuis,  of  a  Madrid  claim,  which  had  been  previously  made  on  section  9,  town.ship  50  north,  of  range  17 
west,  in  Howard  county,  and  State  of  Missouri,  which  was  subsequently  claimed  by  a  certain  Boone 
Hayes  as  a  pre-emption  right;  which  last-mentioned  claim  was  sustained.  He  says  that,  being  informed 
of  the  fact  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  by  law  for  the  location  of  the  Madrid  certificates, 
he  made  a  location  of  said  claim  on  relinquished  land;  but  that  on  application  for  a  patent,  at  the  proper 
office,  he  was  informed  that  it  could  not  issue,  as  it  was  made  necessary  by  law  that  the  relinquished 
lands  should  first  be  oflered  for  sale,  or  that  two  years  must  elapse  before  they  were  subjected  to  location; 
of  all  which  he  alleges  that  he  was  ignorant.  He  states  that  he  settled  upon  the  land,  and  made  improve- 
ments thereon  at  considerable  expense,  &c.,  and  requests  that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the 
emanation  of  a  patent  on  said  claim,  in  the  name  of  said  Dupuis.  By  information  received  from  the 
General  Land  Office,  it  appears  that  section  9,  in  township  50  north,  of  range  17  west,  had  been  located 
by  a  Madrid  claim,  in  favor  of  John  B.  Dupuis,  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  but  that  the  location 
aforesaid  was  afterwards  withdrawn;  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  9  having  been  entered  January  20, 
1820,  as  a  pre-emption  claim,  and  that  the  residue  of  said  section  had  since  been  sold. 

From  the  same  source  it  is  proved  that  the  petitioner  applied  for  a  patent  upon  the  certificate  in  favor 
of  said  Dupuis,  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  the  surveyor,  that  southwest  quarter  of  section  22,  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  28,  and  the  northern  half  of  section  27,  in  township  52  north,  of  range  17 
west,  had  been  located  in  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  Madrid  certificate  April  22,  1823;  but  as  those  tracts  had 
been  relinquished  to  the  United  States  in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  1821,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  March  2,  1821,  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  the  tenth  section  of  which 
withdraws  the  lands  surrendered  under  that  act  from  sale  for  the  period  of  two  years  after  such  surrender, 
that  the  patent  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  relinquished  lands  were  not  subjected  to  location  until  the 
expiration  of  that  period.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  remarks  that  some  patents  were 
issued  for  locations  covering  relinquished  lands  before  the  office  was  apprised  of  the  fact.  The  object  of 
the  law  requiring  that  relimpiised  lands  should  first  be  oflered  for  sale,  or  that  two  years  should  expire 
previous  to  their  location,  was  evidently  to  obtain  a  fair  price  for  them.  The  location  in  question  would 
have  been  strictly  in  pursuance  of  the  law  if  made  in  the  month  of  September,  1823;  and,  as  it  was  made 
only  a  few  months  earlier,  and  the  petitioner  would  otherwise  be  without  remedy,  tlie  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  an  act  confirming-  the  said  location,  and  have  accordingly  reported  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

Alexandria,  January  10,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  seen  Mr.  Thornton,  who  said  you  wanted  evidence  of  my  being  the  legal  holder  of  Dupuis' 
claim.  I  do  not  hold  the  title  from  him.  He  sold  to  General  Hector  and'  Ninian  Edwards,  who  sold  to  me. 
I  have  Kector's  deed,  but  it  is  in  Missouri.  I  only  ask  that  the  location  made  of  Dujiuis'  claim  may  be 
sanctioned  by  Congress  to  Dupuis  and  his  legal  representatives.  The  objection  to  the  issuing  the  patent 
by  the  land  office  was,  that  it  had  been  re-located,  as  a  part  of  the  first  location  was  held  by  a  pre-emption, 
which  made  it  necessary  to  raise  the  first  location,  and  locate  the  claim  elsewhere.  It  was  re-located,  as 
stated  in  my  petition,  upon  lands  relinquished;  and,  under  the  law,  relinqished  lands  were  not  subject  to 
location  for  two  years,  which  neither  I  nor  my  agent  were  apprised  of  until  1  applied  for  the  patent;  and 
this  IS  the  only  ground  why  the  patent  could  not  issue.  Only  twenty  months  had  elapsed  from  the  time 
of  relinquishment  when  the  last  location  was  made;  and  though  many  patents  had  issued  under  similar 
circumstances,  the  law  was  not  discovered  at  the  land  office  until  lately,  as  they  told  me,  and  that  my 
remedy  was  to  apply  to  Congress  to  do  away  that  difficulty  and  sanction  the  location  last  made. 
In  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„       „  JOSEPH  SMITH. 

Hon.  Mr.  Buckner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
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19th  Congress. J  No.    55  [2n  Session. 

CORKECTIOX  OF  AN   EKKOR  IX  THE  EXTKY  OF  A  QUAItTER  SECTION   OF   LAND. 

COMMUXIC.iTED    TO    THE    IlorSE    OF    REIT.ESKNTATIVKS    .lAMAUV    1.5,    1S2T. 

Mr.  Reed,  fnini  the  Conimittoo  nii   Fulilic  Lands,  In  wlmm  was  rrfcrrcMl  llic  iirtitinu   nf  'rinnuas  (iullcdg'(', 

of  I'iko  ciiuiitv,  ill  llio  State  ut' .Mississiiipi,  ri-|Mirtoil: 

Tliat  it  appears  to  the  ediiiiiiitteo,  not  only  from  the  petition  and  allidavit  of  the  said  'I'ljonias  Gnllcdg-o, 
but  likewise  fnmi  the  aflidavits  of  Tiionias  llaniilton  and  James  Ellis,  that  snmelime  in  llje  month  of 
March,  in  the  year  lS-21,  the  said  Thomas  (.!ulledg-e  made  a  written  application  to  the  rej;-l,,ter  uf  the  land 
oflico  at  Washinf;-tiiii,  State  nf  Mississippi,  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the  one-half  of  a  (pnirler  .section  of 
land,  described  in  said  written  application  as  the  icfisl.  half  of  the  norlhcaxt  quarter  of  sect  ion  unmlier  20,  ('/;, 
toicnuhip  number  4,  and  rain/e  number  10  east.  And  it  likewise  ap|)ears  to  the  said  coimnittee  tliat 
through  the  mistake  of  the  .said  register  a  certificate  issued  to  the  said  Thomas  Oulledgi',  nnt  I'ur  the 
half  quarter  section  before  described,  and  which  he  intended  to  enter,  but  for  another  and  a  dillerent  half 
quarter  section,  described  in  the  patent  Mhich  issued  therefor,  dated  February  20,  1822,  as  the  u-<:<l  lialf 
of  the  northwed  quarter  section  20,  in  toicnsJiip  4,  of  ivnge  10  ead,  which  it  seems  is  poor  laml,  unlit  fur 
cultivation  or  im)iroveraent.  It  appears,  also,  to  the  committee  that  the  said  Thomas  (iulledge  applied 
to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Washington,  and  also  the  Commissioner  of  the  (o'uei-al  Land  OUice 
at  Washington,  to  have  this  erroneous  entry  rectiiicd,  and  restored  to  the  land  intended  td  \k-  appro|)riated. 
But  from  each  of  those  officers  he  received  an  answer  that  they  had  no  ])ower  to  rectify  erronenus  entries 
after  a  patent  had  issued,  and  was  referred  to  Congress  for  relief.  The  committee  is  of  o]iini(in  tliat,  as 
the  entry  upon  which  the  patent  issued  was  made  by  mistake  of  the  register,  an  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  petitioner  should  not  be  bmind  thereby  to  retain  lands  which  he  never  intended  to  apprnjiriate, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  has  an  equitable  claim  upon  Congress  for  relief.  The  cotnmittee  accordingly  report 
a  bill  for  his  relief,  which  is  herewith  presented. 
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C  L  A  I  M    T  0    L  A  X  D    IX    L  0  U  I  S  I  A  X  A  . 

COilMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    r.EI'RESENTATIVES    .TAXUARY    l(l,    1821. 

Mr.  BrcKNEK,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Private.  Land  Claims,  to  win  mi  were  referred  tlie  petition  and  <locument 

of  Grannnont  Filhioc,  reported: 

The  petitioner  claims  to  be  the  owner  of  a  tract  cS  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  of  six  acres  front, 
and  of  ordinary  deiitli,  in  virtue  of  an  order  of  survey  of  tlie  .Spanish  government,  dated  May  1.5,  1789; 
and  that  in  consequence  of  said  order  of  survey  having  been  mislaid,  he  could  not  enter  the  same  before 
the  board  of  coniraissiouers  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  and  urges  that  similar  claims  presented  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  land  office  at  Ouachita,  where  this  tract  lies,  were  confirmed.  He  prays  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  confirming-  to  him  said  claim. 

In  support  of  it  he  presents  a  petition  for  settlement,  dated  .\pril  20,  1789,  an<l  the  ])erinission 
granted  in  pursuance  thereof,  purporting  to  have  been  sigtied  by  Estevan  iliro,  dated  May  lit,  1789,  who 
was  then  the  Spanish  governor  of  that  country.  The  signature  is  believed  to  be  genuine.  The  whole 
instrument,  exce(it  the  aforesaid  signature,  is  (as  the  certificate  of  the  register  of  the  said  land  oflico 
proves)  in  the  handwriting  of  John  Filhioe,  who  was  then  commandant  at  Ouachita.  •  The  permission 
to  settle  was  upon  the  ordinary  terms  of  clearing  the  road  in  front,  settling  thereon,  &c.,  and  to  be  void  if 
not  complied  with  in  three  years.  As  tlicre  is  no  proof  oftered,  showing  a  conqiliance  with  the  conditions, 
the  claim  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  rejected. 


19Tn  CoN'ORESs.]  N^O.   554.  [2n  Session. 

TO    GIVE    VALIDITY    AND    TI.ME    FOR    FFRTHEi;    EVIDEXCE    TO    LAND    (T.AIMS    IX    THE 

DISTRICT    OF    OFELOFS.VS,  IX    LOUISIAXA. 

CO.MMfNIC.iTED  TO  THE  HOISE  OF  RErRE.-JEXTATIVES  JANUARY  17,    1827. 

Mr.  ScoTT,  from  the  Committee  on  I'ublic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  register  of  tlie 
land  office  at  Opelousas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  of  October  1,  1825,  (see  Xo.  490,)  reported: 

That  at  the  last  session  of  Ci.mgress  a  law  was  passed  confirming  fift3--uine  of  the  claims  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  register,  and  reconunended  for  confirmation;  that  thirty-seven  claims  contained  in  the 
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report  of  the  register  were  not  confirmed  liy  the  law  of  the  last  session,  a  part  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
tlie  committee,  oufj-ht  to  liave  been  acknowledged  as  valid  as  some  of  those  confirmed.  It  is  due  to  your 
committee  to  .say,  in  justification  of  the  course  which  tiiey  now  recommend,  and  as  a  reason  why  those 
claims  were  not'embraced  in  tlie  law  of  the  last  session,  that  the  bill  confirming  those  claims  originated 
in  the  Senate,  and  when  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  reported  with  amendmets 
embracing  some  of  the  claims  now  again  referred.  But  the  Senate  disagreeing  to  the  amendments,  the 
committee  consented,  and  so  the  House  agreed  to  pass  the  law  without  embracing  the  claims  now  referred, 
rather  than  lose  the  bill  entirely  and  leave  the  claims  now  under  consideration  for  future  legislation.  Of 
the  thirlv-seven  claims  not  embraced  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  but  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
register,"  the  committee  think  that  fifteen,  to  wit,  Nos.  5,  6,  1,  16,  24,  84,  85,  86,  88,  89,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96, 
which  are  rejected  bv  the  report  of  the  register,  ought  to  stand  rejected.  The  committee  think  that  fifteen 
other  claim.s"  contained  in  the  report  of  the  register,  viz:  Nos.  28,  35,  36,  37,  41,  49,  50,  51,  57,  58,  67,  71, 
72,  73,  91,  and  which  are  neither  confirmed  nor  rejected  by  the  report  of  the  register,  but  stated  to  be  of 
doubtful  character,  are  entitled,  as  is  recommended  in  the  report,  to  a  more  fnll  examination  before  a  final 
d(<-isiun.  satisfactory  both  to  the  government  and  the  claimants,  can  be  had.  The  conmiittee  are  of 
opiiiiun  that  seven  claims  contained  in  the  report  of  the  register,  to  wit,  Nos.  27,  29,  30,  64,  68,  74,  81, 
and  which  were  not  decided  on  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  ought  to  be  confirmed.  These  seven  claims 
arc  reported  for  confirmation  by  the  register,  and  do  not  vary,  either  in  principle  or  quantity,  from  the 
other  claims  contained  in  the  register's  report,  and  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  to  give  validity  to  the  seven  claims  above  stated  and  referred 
to,  and  also  to  give  time  to  the  parties,  whose  claims  are  reported  by  the  register  as  doubtful,  to  furnish 
evidence  in  support  of  the  suspended  claims. 


19th  Congress.]  ]S"o.   555.  [2d  Session. 

COMPENSATION  OF  THE  SURVEYORS  GENERAL  AND   THEIR  CLERKS. 

COMJIUXICATED  TO  THE  UOl'SE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY   17,   1827. 

Treascry  Department,  January  16,  1827. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  instant,  "directing  the 
Secretary  of  tiie  Treasuiy  to  communicate  to  the  House  a  statement  showing  the  compensation  allowed 
to  the  surveyor  general,  and  other  surveyors  of  the  LTnited  States,  for  salary  and  other  expenses,  specifying 
the  sum  allowed  to  each  oflicer,  the  number  of  clerks  in  each  office,  and  the  pay  and  emoluments  allowed 
to  each,  the  allowance  for  office  rent,  stationery,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  in  each  office,  for  the 
years  1824  and  1825,  and  so  much  of  the  year  1826  as  can  be  ascertained,"  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  a  statement  jirepared  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  which  contains  the  information  required 
hy  the  resolution. 

1  have  the  lioiior  to  remain,  with  the  liighest  respect;  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  < if  the  House  of  lieprcsenlatives. 


SlatcmenI  nhmcing  the  compensation  allowed  to  the  siirveyor  general,  and  the  other  snrvei/ors  of  the  United  Stafesi, 
for  soJari/  and  other  expenses,  sjjecifying  the  sum  allowed  to  each  officer,  the  number  of  clerks  in  each  office, 
with  the  ]jay  and  emoluments  alloved  to  each,  the  allowance  for  office  rent,  stationery,  and  all  other  contin- 
gent ejpenses  in  each  office,  for  the  years  1824,  1825,  and  so  rmich  of  the  year  1826  as  can  be  ascertained, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Bouse  (f  Eepresentatives  of  January  6,  1827. 

Surveyor  general  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan. 

1824.  His  salary $2,000  00 

One  clerk .' $800  00 

One  clerk 700  00 

One  clerk 600  00 

2,100  00 

Stationery 25  43i 

Postage 117  90 

143  331 

4,243  331 

1825.  His  salary $2,000  00 

One  clerk $800  00 

One  clerk 700  00 

One  cleik 600   00 

■ 2,100  00 

Stationery 250  09 

Postage 147   04 

Ollice  funiituie 83   75 

480  88 

4,580  88 


1827.J 


('OMPENSATION    OF    S  U  R  Y  K  Y  ()  |;  S    (iEX 


Ki;  A  I,. 


875 


1826.  His  salary 
One  c'lLTk  . 
One  I'lork . 
One  eleik . 


Stationery  to  Oclolier  2. 
PostULi'e 


:^S()0  (10 

700  00 

(;oii  00 

;i<)  87 i 

ti:5  tls.r 


$2,000  00 


,100  (10 


loo  fili 


1824.  His  salary 
One  clerk 
One  clerk  . 


iStirri'tjiir  .<:(>utli  nf  IVnnc^^rc. 


JIMS   20 
7:!(1  (JS 


Stationery 

Printing- 

Postag-e 

Office  furniture 


'.i:i 

f);") 

100 

50 

14 

30 

08 

25 

1825.  His  salary 

One  clerk 

One  clerk 

One  clerk 

One  clerk,  (temporary 


Stationery 
Printing.  , 
Postaice. . , 


$0111 

49 

632 

01 

302 

49 

103 

32 

454 

00 

2S0 

00 

04 

20 

1826.  His  salary  from   January  1  to  June  30. 

One  clerk 

One  clerk 

One  clerk 

One  clerk 


$450  00 
425  00 
380  00 
312  91 


Stationer}' 

Postag-e 

Office  furuiture . 


Surveyor  in  Illinois,  Ifisiiouri,  and  Arkansas 


8 

02 

24 

52 

25 

00 

4,200  56 

$2,000  00 

1,084   94 

375  60 

4,000  54 
$2,000  00 

1,077  31 

834  20 
4,511  51 

$1,000  00 

1,567  91 
58  14 


1824.  His  salary,  (W.  Rector) . 
His  salary,  (W.  Clark).. 


One  clerk. 
One  clerk . 
One  clerk. 


$972  52 
396  86 


Stationery 

Postage 

Advertising- 

Transporting  specie . 


666 

07 

666 

67 

666 

66 

27 

37 

7 

85 

2 

00 

153 

42 

1825.  His  salary, 
One  clerk. 
One  clerk. , 
One  clerk. . 


Stationery  from  January  I  to  September  30. 

Postage ilo 

Transporting'  specie do 

Collecting-  drafts do 

Printing- do 

Office  furniture do 


S666 

67 

660 

67 

666 

66 

127 

24i 

97 

09 

189 

75 

36 

00 

24 

00 

49 

56i 

$2,626  05 


$1,369  38 


2,000  00 


190  64 


3,560  02 
$2,000  00 


2,000  00 


523  65 


4,523  65 
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1S26.  His  salary  from  January  1  t.)  March  31 •  • $500  00 

One  clerk ".do $^8  23 

One  clerk do HS  23 

One  clerk do ^i  07 


430  53 
930  53 


Surveijor  in  Alabama,. 


1824.  His  salary $2,000  00 

One  clerk $^50  00 

One  clerk '^50  00 


Stationery 127  50 

'rransi>urtation 9-t  50 


1,500  00 

222  00 

3,722  00 

1X25.  His  salary $2,000  00 

One  clerk. $750  00 

One  clerk 750  00 

1,500  00 


Stationery 65  25 


Stationery 150  99 

Printing 8  00 


Stationery 44  80 

Printing 31f  OO 


3,5G5  25 


1826.  His  salary $,2000  00 

One  clerk $750  00 

One  clerk 750  00 

1,500  00 


Stationery 48  03 


3,548  63 


Surveyor  in  Florida. 

1824.  His  salary  from  1st  October $500  00 

One  clerk  from  19th  October $151  71 

One  clerk do 151  71 

303  42 


158  99 


962  41 


1825.  His  salary $2,000  00 

One  clerk $1,000  00 

One  clerk 1,000  00 

2,000  00 

361  80 


4,361  80 


1820.  His  salary  from  January  1  to  September  30 $1,500  00 

One  clerk do $750  00 

One  clerk do 750  00 

1,500  00 


3,000  00 


JOSEPH  NOUESE,  Begisler. 
iREASURY  DEP.1.RTME.VT,  Eegister's  Office,  January  12,  1827. 


IH-il.J 
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lOtn  CoNGiiEss.]  No.    r)56.  [2i.  SKSginV. 

LAND    CLAIM     IN    .M  I  S  S  I  S  S  I  P  1' l'. 

CllMMrXIl'ATF.Il  TO  T1I|-.  sr.N'ATI'.  .lA.NTAKV  'J.'),    1827. 

Mr.  Smith,  IVoni  the  Committee  mi  I'rivate  Laud  Claims,  to  whom  was  relerreil  "A  liill  foi-  the  rolirl'  i.f 
Eliliu  Hall  Bay,  and  others,  coiiliniiin;;'  j;-raiits  oC  lands  in  the  disti'ict  west  of  I'earl  ri\rr  di'ii\cd 
from  the  British  governmeut  of  West  Florida,  and  not  .subsciincntly  g'rante'd  by  Spain  or  the  I  nilrd 
States,"'  reported: 

That  the  committee  have  attentively  examined  the  subjoet,  and  find  that  the  petitioners  elaim  their 
lands  nnder  g'rants  from  the  Britisli  g-overnment  of  West  Florida,  prior  to  the  cession  of  that  coniitry,  by 
Great  Britain  to  Spain,  in  1783,  and  that  those  grants  arc  as  full  and  ample  as  any  grants  formerly  made 
by  the  British  government  to  their  former  colonies,  now  the  United  States  of  America,  and,  like  them, 
contain  subsequent  conditions,  such  as  that  the  grants  should  bo  recorded  in  a  certain  ollice,  which  appears 
to  your  committee  to  have  been  duly  executed;  to  paj'  a  mere  nominal  quit  rent,  and  to  make  some  small 
improvement;  which  latter  appear  to  have  been  more  a  matter  of  form  than  of  substance,  a)id  to  have 
become  obsolete.  Nor  could  the  omission  to  perform  them  have  divested  the  claimants  of  tlieir  fee  simple 
estate  therein,  unless  a  proceeding  for  that  purpose  had  been  instituted  in  a  regular  form  by  the  British 
government  itself,  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  for  that  purpose;  which  your  commiKee  have  no 
ground  to  believe  had,  or  could  have  been  done;  therefore  the  grants  must  remain  uniiiqiaiied  by  those 
subsequent  conditions. 

l!v  a  law  providing  therefir,  ])assed  A|iril  2."),  1S12,  that  portion  of  country  which  lies  south  of  the 
then  Mississippi  Territory,  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New  (Orleans,  and  west 
of  the  Perdido  river,  was  divided  into  two  districts,  between  which  Pearl  river  was  the  lioundary, 
and  authorizing  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  for  each  of  these  districts,  with  powers,  respect ivel\',  to 
inquire  into  the  validity  and  justice  of  all  such  titles  and  claims  to  lands  as  should  be  lileil  in  their  respec- 
tive divisions,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  duty  it  was  to  lay  the  same 
before  Congress  at  its  uext  session. 

Li  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  law,  James  0.  Cosby  was  duly  appointed  commissioner 
of  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  duties  did  register  and  examine  the  grants  and 
title  deeds  of  the  petitioners  and  report  their  respective  claims  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as 
claims  founded  on  complete  grants  derived  from  the  British  government,  and  ranged  them  in  class  No.  1 
for  confirmation. 

Your  committee  further  report  that  on  a  former  occasion,  under  precisely  the  same  circumstances,  of 
grants  derived  from  the  Britisli  government  in  the  then  Territory  of  Mississippi,  in  LSOT,  a  board  of  three 
commissioners,  of  the  first  respectability,  did  report  in  favor  of  the  claims  under  British  grants,  with 
similar  subsequent  conditions,  without  any  evidence  of  their  performance,  that  they  were  "more  a  matter 
of  form  than  substance,  and  obsolete;"  and  that  the  same  were  laid  before  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Congress  did,  by  a  law  of  July  o,  1812,  ratify  and  confirm  the  claims  so  reported  to 
the  respective  claimants  thereof.  Your  committee  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  they  can  see  no 
reason  wh_y  the  government  should  ofler  any  discrimination  in  the  rights  of  citizens  claiming  precisely 
under  the  "same  circumstances,  and  therefore  report  the  bill  without  amendment. 


19th  Congress.]  .  J^O.    557.  [2d  Session. 

KESERYATIONS  OF  LAND    IN   APKANSAS   UNDER   THE   TREATY    OF    N»OVEMBEIi    lb,  1824. 

WITH    THE   QUAPAW  INDIANS. 

coinnrxiCATED  to  the  house  of  representatives  January  2T,  182T. 

Mr.  Strong,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Scull  and 

others,  of  Arkansas  Territorj-,  reported: 

That  on  November  1.5,  1824,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the  Quapaw 
nation  of  Indians,  in  the  Territoiy  of  Arkansas,  by  which  the  United  States  acquired  a  large  and  valuable 
tract  of  country.  That  when  tins  treaty  was  made  the  Indians  acknowledged  to  owe  James  Scull,  one 
of  the  petitioners,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  by  the  Gth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Indians  it  is  provided  that  said  Scull  should  be  paid  that  amount  by  the  United  States,  either  in  money 
or  bj-  giving  to  said  Scull  two  entire  sections  of  land  designated  in  the  article.  The  United  States  had 
the  privilege,  by  the  treaty,  to  give  to  Scull  the  land  or  the  money,  and  it  apjiears  from  the  documents 
herewith  that  the  government  has  decided  to  give  Scull  the  land.  By  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty 
provision  is  made  that  certain  lands  shall  bo  granled  to  eleven  of  the  tribe  by  name,  amounting  in  all  to 
the  quantity  of  one  thousand  and  forty  acres.  The  question  presented  to  the  committee  is  what  descrip- 
tion of  title  was  given,  or  intended  to  be  given,  by  the  treaty?  whether  a  life  estate  only,  or  an  estate  in 
fee  simple?  It  appears  from  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oftice  that,  although  no 
absolute  decision  has  been  made  in  relation  to  the  title  intended  to  be  granted  by  the  treaty,  yet 
the  department  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  a  life  estate  only  was  intended.  The  committee  think 
diflerently.     It  is  true   there   are  no  words  of  perpetuity  used  in  the  treaty,  but  the  committee  think  the 
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w,,nls  useil  ill  the  ti-catv,  " //i-tc  f^hall  he  granlrri;'  i^ufUdeiMj  clear  of  the  intention  of  the  parties  to 
■mthuri/e  the  wnchisii.n  "that  a  iK-niianeiit  interest  in  the  soil  was  intended  to  be  secured  to  the  grantees. 
lint  if  the  intention  of  the  parties  is  not  sufficiently  clear  on  the  face  of  the  treaty  itself,  the  committee 
tliink  it  is  rendered  entirely  so  \<y  tlie  statement  of  Robert  Crittenden,  appended  to  the  petition.  Mr. 
Crittenden  was  the  cunnnissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  who  concluded  the  treaty,  and  his 
(■vi,l.-nce  "Yies  the  full  leii.-th  to  sIkiw  that  the  intention  of  the  parties  was  to  give  to  the  grantees  a  lee 
simple  interest  and  estate  in  the  reservations.  This  intention  of  the  parties,  the  committee  are  of  opinion, 
ou'^-ht  in  this  as  in  all  other  cases,  to  be  the  rule  of  decision  as  regards  the  petitioners.  The  committee 
believe  that  ;'ilthou.'-h  the  treaty  provides  that  '•there  dial!,  be  granted"  to  the  petitioners  certain  tracts 
.,f  Imd  yet  that  Tome  legislative  provision  is  necessary  to  enable  the  grantees  to  obtain  from  the 
gi.viTMi'iu'nt  the  i)r.iper  evidences  of  their  title.  To  settle  the  question  of  construction,  and  obviate  all 
dilliculties  in  behalf  (if  those  indigent  and  unfortunate  people,  the  committee  report  a  bill. 


Dep.vrtment  of  War,  January  2G,  1827. 

Sn::  On  appliralioii  Ui  the  Jh>n.  II.  W.  Conway,  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  by  the  Gth  article  of 
the  Quapaw  treaty  of  November  15,  1824,  a  reservation  of  laud  is  secured  to  James  Scull,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  debt  of  ?7,.")00  due  to  him  by  the  Quapaws,  which  reservation  the  department  declined  to 
purchase  on  an  oiler  made  of  it  ijy  the  reservee,  preferring  to  avail  itself  of  the  option  given  in  the  treaty 
to  do  ao. 

I  have  the  liducir  to  be,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 
Hon.  the  Cii.viKMAX  of  the  Cum.  Public  Lamh,  House  (f  Bejys.  United  States. 


General  Land  Office,  Jamtary  20,  1821. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  relative  to  the  reservations  to  the  several  persons  in 
the  tiuapaw  treaty,  I  have  to  state  that  the  question  as  to  the  nature  of  the  title  which  these  persons  take 
under  the  treaty  has  not  been  submitted  heretofore  to  the  consideration  of  this  office;  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  thus  far  has  not  been  required. 

No  words  of  perpetuity  being  used  in  the  treaty,  I  presume  nothing  more  than  a  life  estate  was 
granted,  and  the  more  particularly  so  as  it  has  been  the  usual  practice  of  the  United  States,  in  all  their 
Indian  treaties,  to  grant  only  a  life  estate  in  lands  to  Indians,  except  unless  under  particular  restrictions 
and  limitations. 

Mr.  Scull  has  not  applied  for  a  patent.     It  is  understood  he  has  had  a  survey  made. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Hon.  John  Scott,  Chairman  Com.  Pub.  Lands,  House  of  Bepreaentatives. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  petition  of  the  subscribers  respectfully  showeth:  That  whereas  a  treaty  between  the  said  United 
States  and  the  Quapaw  nation  of  Indians  was  made  and  entered  into,  and  concluded,  on  the  15th  day  of 
November,  in  the  j-ear  of  our  Lord  1824,  at  Harrington's,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  by  the  Hon.  Robert 
Crittenden,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  certain  chiefs  and  warriors  of  said  nation 
of  Qua|iaw  Indians,  the  seventh  article  of  which  treaty  provides  for  certain  small  grants  of  land  to  your 
humlile  petitioners  therein  named — 

Now,  therefore,  we  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honorable  body  that  at  the  time  of  entering  into 
said  treaty,  and  for  a  long  time  thereafter,  we  did  not  entertain  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  small  spot 
of  the  land  of  our  nativitj',  granted  to  us  by  the  provisions  of  said  treaty  for  our  future  and  permanent 
residence,  was  sccurecf  to  us  in  fee  simple,  and  to  our  heirs  and  successors  forever. 

Under  that  impression,  and  under  the  most  thorough  conviction  of  the  justice  and  mildness  of  the 
administration  of  your  free  and  salutary  form  of  government,  we  voluntarily  surrendered  all  claims  to  a 
large  and  valuable  tract  of  country,  and  were  at  once  willing  to  exchange  the  wild  pursuits  of  the  hunter's 
life  for  the  more  rational  and  natural  employment  of  agriculture  and  husbandry.  Some  of  us  are  already 
far  advanced  in  years,  and,  agreeably  to  the  course  of  nature,  cannot  promise  ourselves  many  more  days 
in  the  land  of  the  living.  That  the  small  portion  of  land  allotted  to  us  in  the  treaty  should  descend  to  our 
heirs  and  assigns  forever  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  your  humble  petiticjners. 

Wc  have  preferred  our  cause  to  the  li<morable  Mr.  Secretary  Crittenden,  with  whom  wc  entered  into 
the_  treaty;  and  from  the  unhesitating  candor  and  sincerity  with  which  he  assures  us  of  the  justice  of  our 
claim,  we  are  confidently  inspired  with  the  hope  of  final  success  before  j'our  honorable  body. 

Cheered  with  the  hopes  of  brighter  prospects  in  future,  we  voluntarily  placed  our  all  in  your  hands, 
and  have  taken  protection  under  and  claim  the  guardianship  of  that  government  which  we  have  always 
look.'d  up  to  as  an  emblem  of  justice,  and  as  the  asylum  of  the  afflicted  of  all  nations. 

Ihat  your  hoiKiralde  body  will  pass  such  a  law  explaining  the  provisions  of  said  treaty,  and  securing 
our  several  grants  of  land  to  us  respectively,  is  the  prayer  of  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Joseph  Duchasin.  "  A.'H.  Sevier,  {agent  for  Fran(;ms  Imbeau.) 

Saracen  Boi  Uran9ois  Vaugine.  Antoine  Duchasin. 

Jo.  Hum,  Baptiste  Josia. 

Baptiste  Imbeau.  Fran9ois  Cousot. 

Baptiste  Px.on.  Joseph  Dalien. 

Lewis  Bartelme.  James  Scull. 
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Having-  lipon  roquostcd  l>y  tlio  g-raiitcrs  in  tlif  laml.s  (■(inciMlnl  liy  the  Qiiapiiws  to  tlioin  l)_v  a  treaty 
heltl  at  Ilarriiig-ton's  in  NdVciiilicT,  lS-24,  tn  certify  to  tlie  rnileil  States  government  tiie  views  nnileV 
which  the  contracting  jiarties  executed  that  treaty,  I  state  that,  I'roni  tlie  ''taiiis"  \\i-U\  willi  tlie  Indians 
pending  tiie  treaty,  tiieir  wish  evidently  was  to  concede  an  estate  of  inlieritance,  and  not  a  lite  estate,  in 
the  lands  granted  I13-  them,  and  that  so  nmlerstanding  them  I  had  designed  the  treaty  so  as  In  mecl  their 
■wishes,  and  suiiposed,  for  months  afterwards,  that  the  ]diraseology  oi'  llu'  treaty  conveyed  llie  highest 
title  known  to  the  laws.  On  reference,  however,  to  precedents  settleil  upon  the  sulijecl,  I  am  imw  con- 
vinced that  the  -wonls  of  the  treaty  do  not  fuUil  the  intentions  of  the  contracting  |iarties. 

(liven  under  mv  hand  .Mav  4,'l82li.  KM  Mild;'!'  CK  ITT  KNUKX. 
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GRANT  OF  LAND  IN   LIEU  OF  A  FORFEITUIJE  IX  THE  I'URCIIASE  OF  LAND  IN   OHIO. 

COMMUNICVTED  TO  TIIE  IIOVSE  OF  REI'RKSEXT.VTIVES  .lANU.UiY  2",    1S27. 

Mr.  BrcKXER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referreil  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  Samuel  Sprigg,  of  the  .^tate  of  CMiiu,  reported: 

On  March  3,  180.5,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  authorizing  the  sale  of  all  the  sections  of  land 
theretofore  reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of  Ctmgress  at  not  less  tliaii  eight  dnllars  per  acre. — (See 
Land  Laws,  page  124.)  Under  that  act  Thomas  Orr,  Joseph  Anderson,  James  Crawford,  and  Bezaleel 
Wells  purchased  fractions  near  Stcubenville,  in  Ohio.  Each  paid  the  first  instalment.  Wells  made  his 
entry  in  November,  1S0,5,  for  fractional  section  twenty-six,  in  township  two,  range  two,  in  the  Steubenvillo 
district,  containing  lSil.56  acres,  at  eight  dollars  per  acre,  and  paid,  according  to  law,  the  first  instalment, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  a  few  cents.  He  made  no  other  payment  fjr  it, 
ancl,  April  4,  1811,  the  land  reverted  to  the  United  States.  A  letter  addressed  by  Wells  to  the  petitioner 
states  that  early  in  Ajiril  he  entered  into  a  contract  with  him  for  the  sale  of  said  fraction.  AN'ells  says 
lie  had  entered  the  land  for  a  friend  of  his  wlio  died;  that  he  did  not  wish  to  jiay  for  it  himself  and  retain 
it;  that  he  tried  for  sometime  to  sell  it  at  the  price  he  had  agreed  to  .give,  but  failed  until  he  made  the 
contract  aliove  alliideil  to  with  Sprigg-,  by  which  Sprigg  agreed  to  pay  to  him,  AVells,  the  amount  of  the 
first  instalment.  Each  of  them  was  of  opinion  that  if  the  land  reverted  to  the  United  States,  under  the 
act  of  February  29,  l!S08,  it  might  be  entered  at  four  dollars  ])er  acre. — (See  same  laws,  page  125.)  Of 
that  opinion  was  also  the  register  of  the  land  oflSce  in  said  district.  The  contract  was  closed;  Si)rigg 
paid  Wells  the  amount  of  said  first  instalment,  and  then  entered  .said  fraction,  under  the  last-recited  act, 
at  four  dollars  per  acre,  in  the  name  of  John  Thompson,  which  was  paid.  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  gave  a  different  construction  to  that  act,  and  directed  the  register  to  permit  the  land  to  be 
entered  at  eight  dollars  per  acre,  or  that  the  purchaser  should  have  the  f)ur  dollars  per  acre  which  he  had 
paid  refunded  to  him.  Sprigg  had  in  the  meantime  purchased  other  land  adjoining'  the  saiil  fraction, 
above  and  below  it,  and  had  executed  leases  of  it  to  two  men  for  seven  years.  The  fraction  aforesaid 
formed  nearl_v  the  centre  of  the  land,  and  it  is  proven  that  he  would  liave  sustained  considerable  loss  had 
he  yieliled  it  to  the  United  .States.  Under  these  circumstances  he  withdrew  the  entry  in  the  name  of 
Thomiison,  wdiich  had  been  made  for  his  benefit,  and  re<'ntered  it  in  his  own  name,  at  eight  dollars  ptr 
acre,  wdiich  he  paid,  and  received  a  ]iatent  for  it.  The  committee  are  of  opiidon,  although  it  is  a  question 
of  some  difficulty,  that  Mr.  Gallatin's  construction  of  the  act  of  1808  was  correct.  The  petitioner  had 
been,  no  doubt,  misled  by  the  erroneous  construction  of  the  register;  and  although  the  government  cannot 
be  considered  as  bound  by  the  erronc(.ius  construction  of  the  laws  of  our  pnldic  ofiicers,  yet  the  committee 
conceive  that  it  would  be  neither  magnanimous  nor  just  that  we  shoidd  make  a  jirolit  by  such  error  in 
taking  money  from  the  pockets  of  those  who  were  deceived  by  it. 

Such  appears  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  Congress;  for  although  the  other  persons  wlio  made  entries 
of  land  at  the  same  time  Wells  did  permitted  their  lands  to  revert,  and,  of  course,  the  first  instalment  to 
be  forfeited.  Congress  passed  acts  for  their  benefit,  and  directed  the  same  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  price 
when  they  re-entered  the  same  at  eight  dollars  per  acre. — (Sec  Land  Laws,  pag-es  135,  133  and  134,  and 
134  and  135.)  It  is  not  satisfactorily  .shown  that  Wells  and  Sprigg-  made  the  contract  alluded  to  before 
the  land  reverted;  it  is,  however,  most  probable  that  such  was  the  fact,  as  it  is  very  certain  that  the 
forfeiture  of  the  first  instalment  was  suffered  with  the  intention  of  locating  it  at  four  dollars  ])er  acre. 
Wells  acknowledges  to  have  received  from  Sprigg  the  amount  which  he  had  paid.  Sprigg,  then,  has 
actually  paid,  ami  the  government  has  received,  ten  dollars  per  acre  instead  of  eight  dollars.  The  same 
measure  of  justice  wliich  was  extended  to  the  other  purchasers  alluded  to  should  be  observed  toward  the 
petitioner.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  he  be  allowed  to  locate  one  half  section  of  any  land 
belonging-  to  the  United  States  which  has  hitherto  been  oilered  for  sale,  and  which  is  now  subjected  by 
law  to  location,  as  a  compensation  for  said  first  instalment  paid  by  Wells;  and  that  upon  the  return  of  a 
plat  and  certificate  of  surve3'  by  the  proper  survej'or  to  the  General  Land  Office  a  patent  issue  therefor 
to  said  Samuel  Sprigg.     For  this  purjiose  the  committee  present  herewith  a  bill. 
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ArPLICATION  OF  MLSSOUKI  FOR  FUETIIEll   PROVLSION  FOR   SETTLING  LAND  TITLES  IN 

THAT   STATE. 

COMMU.MCaTED  to  the  house  of   BEPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  29,   1827. 

To  llir  honnmhlc  the  Henale  and  JTouae  of  lii'pregenlalivcn  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

Tilt!  siilijccl  of  titles  to  land  in  thi.s  country,  derived  fmm  the  Frcncli  and  Spanish  g'overnments,  is  one 
which  has  i'oV  a  lonj;-  time  eng-aged  the  attention  of  your  body;  and  which,  notwithstanding  the  many  laws 
enacted  by  yuu,  pnTviding  for  \heir  adjustment  and  determinatii)n,  yet  requires  the  further  interposition 
of  (;on"Tess'  While  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  all  these  claims  have,  with  few  or  no  exceptions,  been  con- 
iirmeirto  the  claimants,  a  large  portion  of  those  situated  in  the  State  of  Missouri  remain  unsettled.  The 
kniiwledge  possessed  by  this  general  assembly  iu  relation  to  the  land  titles  in  the  late  provinces  of  Upper 
and  Lnwer  Louisiana  induces  tliem  to  believe  that  no  efficient  cause  can  operate  against  the  former  which 
did  not  operate  against  the  lalt<'r.  Reposing  in  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  cause,  our  citizens  confidently 
e.xpect  from  the  general  government  an  adherence  to  the  precedents  established  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
land  lith-s  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  a4»l>ject, 
e.\)iecting  from  the  general  government  that  tlie  same  justice  and  liberality  will  be  extended  to  all  her 
citi/.eiis  .similarly  situated.  This  general  assembly  would  represent  that,  under  an  act  of  Congress  entitled 
"An  act  enabling  claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  'of  the  State  of  Jlissouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  approved  May  20,  1824,  a  great  numlier  of  peti- 
tions praying  a  decision  on  the  validity  of  the  claims  embraced  by  said  act  have  been  filed;  that,  of  the 
claims  presented  for  the  adjudication  of  the  court,  only  one  has  been  decided.  From  the  decision  of  the 
court  in  that  case  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  situation  in 
which  the  claimants  are  placed  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  claims,  and  the  uncertainty  attending  the  decision  thereon,  as  appears  by  that  already 
made,  have  induced  those  who  have  tiled  petitions  to  delay  a  decision,  and  will  eventually  compel  them  to 
withdraw;  and  those  who  have  not  fded  petitions  to  decline  the  presentation  of  them  under  this  act;  thus 
leaving  our  citizens  dissatisfied  with  the  government,  and  constraining  that  portion  who  were  citizens 
under  the  former  government  and  dependent  upon  those  claims  as  the  support  of  their  old  age  and  the 
resources  of  their  children,  to  abandon  our  country,  and  placing  in  an  uncertain  state  the  land  titles  in 
this  country;  thereby  retarding  improvements,  paralyzing  industry,  and  jeoparding  the  fortunes  of  maniy 
who  have,  in  good  faith,  and  at  an  early  period,  purchased  such  claims.  From  this  view  of  the  case,  the 
general  assembly  urge  the  propriety  of  an  amendment  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  which,  in  its  provisions, 
will  dispense  justice;  will  relieve  claimants  from  the  l)urden  of  costs  that  attend  the  present  law;  and  will 
bring  the  claims  to  a  speedy  and  final  determination.  They  would  silggestto  the  general  government  the 
equity,  and,  indeed,  the  policj'  of  such  amendments  as  may  secure  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  Territory 
of  Missouri  the  (juiet  and  peacealile  possession  of  such  lands  as  have  been  confirmed  by  the  respective 
boards  of  commissioners  and  recorder  of  land  titles  who  have  heretofore  adjudicated  on  their  claims,  and 
establish  a  new  board  of  connnissioners  to  investigate  and  adjudicate  on  those  claims  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  deferred  by  the  former  boards,  and  those  which  have  not  been  presented  to  them,  with  powers 
to  decide  in  all  cases,  according  to  equity,  and  in  jnirsuance  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  the  ordinances  of  the 
governments  under  which  the  claims  respectively  originated,  and  the  practices  of  the  public  authorities  of 
the  former  governments  thereon;  or  such  other  tribunal,  and  with  such  powers,  as  to  you  in  j'our  wisdom 
may  seem  proper. 

Prompted  by  a  leeling  of  justice  to  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  who,  them- 
selves or  their  ancestors,  were  citizens  under  the  Spanisli  government,  and  have  come  under  tliis  without 
consultation  or  consent,  this  general  assembly  presents  their  claims.  Prompted  by  a  feeling  of  justice  to 
the  residue  of  our  citizens,  wliich  requires  a  certainty  and  security  in  the  land  titles  of  this  country,  this 
general  assembly  asks  a  speedy  and  final  determination  thereof 

In  urging  this  memorial  to  the  consideration  of  your  body,  they  would  refer  you  to  the  letter  from  the 
King  of  France  to  M.  D'Abbadie,  the  director  general  and  commandant  of  Louisiana,  informing  the  Louisi- 
anians  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  this  country  to  Spain,  and  declaring  the  expectation  of  the  French  King- 
that  the  inhabitants  would  be  preserved  and  maintained  in  their  estates,  which  had  been  granted  to  them 
liylhe  governor  and  director  of  the  colony;  and  that,  finally,  all  the  grants,  though  not  confirmed  by  the 
Irench  authorities,  would  be  confirmed  by  his  Catholic  Majesty;  the  sentiments  of  which  letter,  it  is 
believed,  correspond  with  tlic  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  They  would  refer  yuu  to  the  proclamation  of  Don 
Manuel  de  Salcedo  and  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Spain 
for  the  delivery  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  to  the  French  republic,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  May  18,  1803; 
whereby  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  are  assured  that  they  will  be  maintained  and  preserved  in  the 
peaceable  possession  of  their  estates,  and  confirmed  in  all  the  grants  or  properties,  of  whatsoever  species, 
to  thein  made  by  the  governor  of  these  provinces,  altliough  the  same  should  not  have  been  confirmed  by 
his  Majesty. — (See  the  proclamation,  a  governmental  paper.)  They  refer  you  to  the  treaty  of  cession 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  republic,  wherein  it  is  stipulated  that  the  inhabftants  of  the 
ceded  territory  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  property.  They  would 
recall  to  your  recollection  the  declaration  of  :Major  Amos  Stoddard,  the  first  civil  commandant  of  Upper 
Louisiana,,  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  wherein  the  claimants  to  land  in  Upper  Louisiana 
are  assured  that  the  United  States  feel  all  the  ardor  for  their  interests  which  a  warm  attachment  can  inspire; 
that  it  will  be  auKJiig  some  of  their  first  objects  to  ascertain  and  confirm  their  land  titles;  that  they  are 
(■ognizanl  (jf  the  deranged  state  of  these  titles;  that  ultimately  the  most  ample  justice  will  be  done;' and, 
in  the  final  adjustment,  no  settler  or  landholder  will  have  any  just  cause  to  complain  But  what  is  the 
fact  '{  Twciiiy-iwd  years  have  passed  away  and  no  final  adjusimeiit  has  been  made.  Is  there  no  cause 
of  comi)hiii]t  r  Let  thi.s  memorial  answer  the  question.  Look  at  the  act  of  Congress  and  saj',  is  it  not  a 
cause  of  complaint  when  a  citizen  of  Missouri  is  compelled  to  seek  at  Washington  tho.se  rights  which,  under 
the  former  government,  were  not  disputed,  and  must  pay  the  immense  costs  of  a  federal  land  suit,  even 
when  he  succeeds  ? 

Whatever  may  be  the  'lecisiun  of  Congres.s  cm  the  foregoing  part  of  this  memorial,  whether  a  more 
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liberal  law  lie  pa^iscd  in  I'avdr  nf  the  claiiiiaiits,  ur  they  lie  runstraiiiiMl  to  apiicar  at  tin-  scat  of  i;-(>vcniniciit, 
contendiii!;"  witii  llifsc  (  iiiird  Slatrs  licloic  its  sii]irciiic  juiliciaiy,  liiis  ^cncial  :i.s,si'iiilil\-  iiiu.-.|  larnrst  I  y 
asks  that  wherever  tlu'  deeisinu  i.f  the  eniirt,  under  the  existing'  act  oj'  ('.murrss,  or  "f  any  tril>nhal  hiar- 
after  established,  shall  be  a^-ainst  the  \alidily  of  any  elaiiii  presenlcil  tn  ihe  said  c.nnl  nriiibunal,  llicii, 
and  in  every  sueli  ease,  that  the  elainiant,  nr  his  jc^-al  re|iresenlati\  I's,  whu  ha\i'  iin|iru\i'd  any  nail  nl'  the 
tract  claimed,  shall  be  entitlecl  to  the  |iicrr|-enri'  of  lucoinin--  llic  |iuirhasii-  or  |iiin-lias(rs  ol'ono  or  more 
(jnarter  sections  <it'laiid  eiubraeed  in  such  elaiiii,  so  as  to  ineliidc  his  or  tiieir  iiii|irovciiieiils,  at  tlir  luiniiijiHii 
g-overnnient  price;  ami  tliat,  where  the  pulilie  lands  adjoiniiiL;-  have  been  exposed  to  sale,  t  he  (piarlor 
sections  to  which  tiie  ri,!j,'ht  ot'  pre-emption  may  be  n'iven  shall  bo  liabh'  to  mtry  by  the  (  iMimant,  oi-  his 
legal  representatives,  and  not  det'erreil  till  the  same  is  advertised  I'or  sale. 

It  is  believed  that  such  a  jirivile^-e  would  not  be  injurious  to  the  ji,-overiuuenl,  and  would  be  of  ;_;Teat 
benefit  to  the  citizens  who  settled  with  a  co_ufidenee  in  their  rii;-lils  on  such  claims. 

In  urging  this  latter  part  of  the  memorial  to  your  consideration,  they  would  suggest  that  these 
improvements  were  made  by  the  claimants,  or  tludr  legal  representatives,  under  a  eonviction  of  the  validity 
of  their  claims.  With  this  conviction  they  i)referred  improving  lands  esteemed  their  own,  and  which, 
in  their  opinion,  could  not  be  taken  from  them,  rather  than  improve  lands  owned  by  the  United  .'^lates, 
and  which  could  bo  wrested  from  them.  If  this  request  be  denied,  many  i^f  llie  oMest  ami  most 
respectable  citizens  of  this  country,  wlio  ha\e  improved  the  lands  and  have  thereby  ineic.ised  their 
value,  will,  from  inaliility  to  pay  for  the  land  and  tin'  improvements  thereon  wlien  brought  into  the 
public  market,  be  driven  from  their  homes  and  their  all.  From  this  representation  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  your  body  that  this  class  of  citizens  should  have  a  preference 
of  becoming  tlie  purchasers  of  the  improvements  made  by  them.  It  is  necessary  that  the  grant  of 
this  privilege  be  immediately  made,  and  to  take  cflect  so  soon  as  decisions  are  made  on  the  claims; 
because,  if  their  claim  is  lost,  and  they  have  no  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser,  the  rnind  of  the 
farmer  will  be  corroded  with  care  and  anxiety,  industry  will  be  suspended,  improvements  will  cease,  and 
that  uncertainty"  in  their  juissessions  exist  which  destroys  all  equanimitj-  and  energy  of  soul,  embitters 
every  day  of  the  poor  man's  life,  and  brings  many  to  worthlessness  and  ruin:  Wherefore,  the  general 
assembly  of  the  State  of  Jlissouri  asks  the  Congress  of  the  I'niti^d  States  to  pass  a  law  which  will  dispense 
that  liberality  which  is  due  to  the  claimants  to  land  derived  from  the  French  and  Spanish  governments, 
and  give  that  despatch  in  the  tinal  determination  of  the  claims  which  is  indispensable  to  the  industry, 
improvement,  and  quietude  of  this  country;  also  a  law  extending  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  those 
claimants,  or  their  legal  representatives,  who  have  improved  the  lands  claimed  by  them,  so  as  to  include 
their  improvements,  in  each  and  every  case  where  the  decision  on  the  claim  shall  be  against  its  validity. 

liemlved,  unanimously,  That  a  copy  of  this  memorial  be  imniediat<'ly  forwarded  to  our  reiiresentative 
and  each  of  our  senators  in  Congress. 

ALEXAXDElt  STEWART, 
Sjical'rr  (if  the  JIuusc  of  lii'pregenlatives. 
FEfJX  SCOTT, 
President  pro  tem.  of  tlie  Senate. 

Approved  December  30,  182(j.  JOIIX  MILLER. 

Office  of  Secret.^p.y  of  Sr.iTE  of  the  St.vte  of  Missoum, 

Cilij  of  Je[fersoii,  Januarij  II,  182T. 

I,  Spencer  Pettis,  secretary  of  state,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fm-egiiing  menn.irial  is  a  correct  tran- 
script from  the  original  roll  in  my  ollice. 

SPENCER  PETTIS. 


19th  Coxgress.]  No     5G0.  [•2p  Session- . 

APPLICATION  OF  MISSOURI  FOR  FURTHER  RELIEF  TO  TIIE  SUFFERERS  I'.Y  EARTII(>UA1CES 

IN  NEW  MADRID  COUNTY,  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMl-XICATED    TO    THE    IIllCSE    OF    RErRESEXT.VTIVES    .lAXlARY    29,     18'2T. 

To  the  honorable  the  Si'nafe  and  Eouse  of  Ilepresentatiees  of  the  United -States  in  L'onrjre^ss  assenihled : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  showeth:  That  by  an 
act  of  Congress  IV.r  the  relief  of  the  inhaliitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, who  suflered  by  earthquakes,  approved  February  1",  1815,  it  is,  among  other  things,  provided  that 
any  person  who  owned  land  in  that  county,  and  which  had  been  materially  injured  by  eartlaiuakes,  was 
autliorizcd  to  locate  the  like  quantity  on  any'of  the  i)ublic  land  of  that  Territory,  the  sale  of  which  was 
authorized  by  law,  with  certain  exceptions  provided  in  that  act,  providi'd  that  no  person  should  be  per- 
mitted, under  said  act,  to  locate  a  greater  quantity  than  that  confirmed  to  him,  except  the  owners  of  lots 
of  ground  and  tracts  of  land  of  loss  quantity  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  who  were  authorized  to 
obtain  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  nor  should  any  person  be  entitled  to  locate 
more  than  six  hundred  and  fortv  acres.  .  . 

YVmr  memorialists  respectfullv  rejiresent  that  the  recorder  of  land  titles  of  said  lerritory  had  certain 
powers  granted  to  him  by  said  act  of  Congress,  the  exercise  of  which  was  enjoined  upon  him  as  a  duty; 
that  in  pursuance  of  said  (lOwers,  he  did  issue  certificates,  as  provided  for  by  said  act,  upon  evidence 
existing  in  his  otlice,  and  that  which  was  adduced  before  him,  tor  various  tracts  of  land  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  and  under,  and  town  lots,  or  lots  of  ground  and  tracts  of  land  of  less  quantity  than  one 
hundred'aud  sixty  acres,  upon  which  latter  class  he  granted   certificates  for  the  quantity  of  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres  each,  Init  in  no  case,  it  is  believed,  did  he  grant  certificates  to  any  one  person  for  a  greater 
quantity  than  six  hundred  and  I'urty  acres,  being,  in  his  opinion,  the  maximum  cjuantity  any  one  person 
was  entitled  to  receive  under  the  law. 

Whether  the  construction  of  tiie  act  of  Congress,  as  given  and  acted  upon  by  the  recorder  of  land 
titles,  was  correct  or  not,  your  menicu-ialists  forbear  to  give  an  opinion;  but  so  it  is,  that,  by  moans  of  the 
confidence  placed  in  his  lipinion,  both  as  a  man  and  an  ofiicer  of  the  United  States  government,  by  the 
people  of  tiiis  State,  those  certificates  have  been  sold  and  transferred  for  a  valuable  consideration,  from 
one  person  to  amither,  until  tiicy  have  passed  through  the  hands  of  many  individuals  of  the  most  worthy 
and  respectable  class  of  our  citizens  from  the  time  of  their  first  being  issued  until  they  were  all  located; 
and  since  that  period  the  lands  located  in  virtue  of  said  certificates  have  been  in  like  manner  transferred, 
even  up  to  tiie  jircsent  time,  in  the  full  expectation  and  confidence  that,  after  the  certificates  were  located 
and  the  land  surveyed,  patents  would  be  issued  therefor,  as  a  matter  of  right,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  of  said  act  of  Congress. 

Your  memorialists  lurther  beg  leave  to  represent  that  most  of  these  certificates  were  granted  prior 
to  the  sal<>  of  public  lands  within  this  State;  that  they  were  purchased  with  great  eagerness  (and  when 
lands  were  high)  by  the  new  settlers  coming  to  this  State  at  a  great  price,  who  have  located  them  on 
lands  which  they  have  chosen  for  permanent  places  of  residence;  that  they  have  built  houses,  made  large 
improvements,  and  opened  extensive  plantations  upon  the  tracts  thus  located;  and  should  the  patents  for 
tiie  land  be  withheld,  and  they  deprived  of  their  titles,  it  will  be  the  means  of  breaking  up  many  families, 
and  cause  the  ruin  of  many  of  our  most  worthy  and  respectable  citizens. 

It  is  with  regret  and  surprise  that  j'our  memorialists  are  informed  that  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Otiice,  under  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  refuses  to  issue 
patents  upon  many  of  these  land  claims,  as  is  required  of  him  to  do  by  the  third  section  of  the  above- 
recited  act. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  praj'  that  your  honorable  bodj-  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  case  of  the 
claimants  under  consideration,  and  grant  unto  them  such  relief  as  justice,  expediency,  and  good  policy 
may  dictate;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  memorialists  cannot  cease  to  pray,  &c. 

Besolved,  That  the  executive  cjf  this  State  be  required  to  forward  one  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  Uouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  that  he  lay  the  same 
before  Congress,  and  one  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

H.  S.  GEYER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Ecpresentatives. 
B.  H.  REEVES, 

Fresident  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  December  22,  1824.  FREDERICK  BATES. 


Treasury  Department,  December  26,  1825. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  tij  receive  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  enclosing  the  memorial  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Missouri  relative  to  the  relief,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  19,  1815,  of 
certain  inhabitants  of  New  Madrid  county,  in  that  State,  who  had  sufi'ered  by  earthquakes;  and  requesting 
my  opinion  on  two  points  arising  under  the  above  act,  as  they  are  stated  in  your  letter. 

1  lost  no  time  in  rcftn-ring  your  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office,  that  I  might 
have  his  report  upon  the  suliject-matter  of  it.  I  have  received  it  accordingly,  and  beg  leave  to  enclose  it 
herewith,  together  with  the  documents  to  which  it  refers.  With  these  and  other  lights  bearing  upon  the 
same  subject,  I  have  adopted  the  opinion  heretofore  acted  upon  at  this  department,  and  sanctioned  by 
that  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  on  the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter,  viz:  first,  that 
the  construction  given  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St.  Louis,  in  allowing 
a  quarter  section  for  each  town  lot,  &c.,  not  exceeding  four  quarters,  to  any  one  person,  is  not  the  true 
construction;  and,  secondly,  that  a  discretionary  power  is  reserved  under  the  last  section  of  the  act,  by 
which  patents  may  be  withheld  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  executive  government  after  the  recorder  has 
given  the  final  patent  certificates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  DAvm  Barton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


General  Land  Office,  December  22,  1825. 

Sir:  I  return  the  letter  from  Mr.  Barton,  enclosing  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri,  which 
was  relerred  by  you  to  this  office. 

A  letter  was  addressed  by  me,  in  Jainiurv,  1824,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
accompanied  by  the  copies  of  a  number  of  papers  on  file  in  this  office,  relating  to  the  execution  of  the 
act  of  !■  ebruary  11,  1815.  As  these  documents  were  voluminous,  and  as  they  are  not  all  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  decide  on  the  questions  submitted  by  Mr.  Burton,  1  shall  submit  to  you  only  a  small  portion  of 
them.  Y  on  have  enclosed  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Meigs  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  given  in  consequence  of  that  letter.  Believing  that 
opinion  to  be  correct,  and  in  strict  conlbrmitv  to  the  law,  it  has  been  considered  sufficient  authoritv,  under 
tlie  sanction  of  the  President,  for  withholding  the  patents  in  all  those  cases  to  which  it  was  applicable. 
Ihe  reasons  assigned  m  the  memorial  seem  to  be  properlv  addressed  to  the  legislature,  who  have  the 
power  to  grant  the  relief  required. 

In  respect  to  the  second  inquiry  made  by  ]Mr.  Barton,  I  can  only  say  that  it  has  been  considered  the 
constitutKMial  duty  of  the  President  to  see  that  the  laws  be  duly  executed,  and  that,  in  all  cases  where 
tlie  suburdinate  officers  have  given  a  construction  to  law  incompatible  with  that  given  by  the  President, 
lie  lias  witliheld  his  sanction,  when  that  sanction  was  necessary  to  carry  the  law  into  effect,  "until  legislative 
provision  should  be  made,  or  a  judicial  decision  had. 
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It  may  be  proper  to  avail  myself  ol'  this  opportunity  to  state  anotlu-r  cause  lor  tlie  suspension  of 
patents  or  certificates  given  by  the  remnlcr  nf  buid  titles  under  tlii>  ael  nf  f'eln-nary  IT,  1815,  and  which 
has  ncit  hitherto  been  distinctly  stated  to  the  ('omiuittee  <in   Land  Claims  in  cilhci-  iiuusc. 

It  is  provided  by  the  1st  section  of  tiie  act  referred  to,  "that  in  <'\-ciy  rasr  whcic  sucli  Im-alii.n  shall 
be  made  accordin,e:  to  the  provisions  of  tiiis  act,  tlic  tith'  of  the  person  or  persnus  to  Ihi'  laud  injured  as 
aforesaid  shall  revert  to  and  become  absolutely  \-i'stei]  in  the  LTiited  Slates.''  Wilh  a  \  icw  to  Iju? 
execution  of  the  law  g-enerally,  the  recorder  of  land  titles  re(iuireil  a  reliucjuishment  ol'  lilh>  IVoni  tlio 
individual  elaiming  the  laud  injured  by  the  eartlKpmkc,  Iml,  to  guard  against  any  defect  in  ihi'  lilh-of  the 
claimant,  he  is.sued  his  location  certilicatc  in  the  nain(^  of  tlic  (U'iginal  confirmee  and  his  Ircjal  rt'iiri'xi'ntatirctt^ 
and  for  the  same  ri'ason  the  jnitents,  siiu'(>  I  came  into  oflice,  have  been  issued,  using  tlie  same  terms. 
As  evidence  of  the  right  of  title  in  the  claiiuanl,  and  therefore  the  right  to  ndimpiish,  llic  recorder  relied 
princijjally  upon  the  certificate  of  the  cleric  of  the  county  of  New  Mailriil,  that  the  recoids  of  his  ollice 
furnished  evidence  of  title  in  the  claimant. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  ]u-es(.'nt  ch'ik  of  the  county  of  New  .Mailiid  shows  lliat  the 
certilicates  of  his  predecessors  cannot  be  coulided  in.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  Ihe  patent  in 
the  particular  case  referred  to  in  tliat  letter  has  been  withheld;  and,  in  all  cases  where  tlie  reliiKpiishment 
has  been  received,  and  the  cases  are  very  numerous,  on  tlu^  evidence  only  of  tin;  certilicate  of  the  clerk  of 
the  county  of  New  Madrid,  patents  are  suspended  until  it  can  be  ascertained  whether  tlu'  certilicates  that 
liavc  been  given  correspond  with  the  records  of  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  and,  to  ascertain  this  fact, 
measures  have  been  taken.  When  this  informatiiui  is  received,  patents  will  be  withheld  in  all  cases  where 
it  shall  appear  that  the  party  relinquishing  hail  no  title  to  the  lands  relimiuished.  In  those  cases  where 
patents  have  already  issued,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  original  conlirmee,  or  his  legal  representatives, 
still  own  the  land  confirmed,  and  have  m.'t  authorized  the  relinipiishment  on  wliieli  the  recorder  of  land 
titles  granted  his  certificate  of  new  location,  sm-h  patents  will  be  considered  as  null  and  void. 

Should  it  ultimately  appear  that  the  recorder  of  laud  titles  has  issued  certificates  in  many  cases  where 
the  parties  reliiKjuisliin.n'  had  no  legal  title  to  the  land  relinquished,  the  evil  conqjlained  of  by  the  general 
assembly  of  Missouri  will  be  increased,  and  if  it  lie  deemed  necessary  to  apply  a  remedy,  that  remedy 
should  be  coextensive  with  the  evil.  Perhaps  the  evils  complained  of  might  Ije  remedied,  anrl  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  sutliciently  ]irtitected,  by  a  provision  granting  a  jire-emptioii  right  at  the  minimum 
price  at  which  the  public  lands  are  sold  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers  of  the  lands  actually  surve^'ed,  by 
virtue  of  a  certificate  issued  by  the  rec<jrder  of  land  titles,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
February  17,  1815,  in  all  cases  where  such  certificates  luid  been  issued  for  town  lots,  and  in  all  cases 
where  such  certificates  were  founded  on  relinquishments  of  lauds  injured  by  the  earthquake,  liy  individuals 
who  had  no  legal  right  to  make  such  relinquishment. 

There  is,  however,  a  marked  distinction  between  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  memorial  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Missouri  and  these  mentioned  in  this  letter.  In  reference  to  their  claims  for  relief  on  the 
government,  in  the  first  description  of  eases,  no  jn-ecaution  could  gnaiil  the  iiurehaser  ag'ainst  an  error  of 
jud.gMneut  of  tlie  United  States  officer;  in  the  other,  the  purchasers  were  admonished  by  the  terms  of  the 
certificate  of  the  recorder  and  those  used  in  the  [latent  to  take  care  that  the  claim  of  title  was  regularly 
derived  from  the  original  confirmee. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(iEORtJE  gi;aiiam. 

Hon.  R.  RrsH,  Hrcrctanj  nf  the  I'rcut^urij. 


Tr.E.\suRY  Dep.vrt.ment,  Grnrral  Land  (\ffin\  Januarij,  IT,  1822. 

Sir:  The  act  of  February  IT,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  tlie  sutTerers  by  the  eartlKjuake  in  the  county  of 
New  Madrid,  authorizes  them  ti.i  locate  the  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  of  the  puljlic  lands  in  the  tlien 
Territory  of  ilissouri  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law:  "Provided  that  no  person  shall  he  permitted 
to  locate  a  greater  quantity  of  land  under  this  act  than  the  quantity  contirmed  to  him,  except  the  owners 
of  lots  of  gTound,  or  tracts  of  land,  of  Ics.f  quanlilij  Ihan  one  Iiuiidrcd  and  .ii.rli/  aere.<,  who  are  hereby 
authorized  to  locate  and  obtain  any  quantity  of  land  not  e.receding  one  hundred,  and  sij-ty  acres;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  entitled  to  locate  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres." 

The  point  to  whicli  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  is  this:  On  the  list  of  certificates  of  the  right 
of  new  locations  under  that  act,  1  find  that  the  same  individual  has  been  pernntted,  in  numerous  instances,^ 
to  locate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  each  lot  of  one  ar/,en/;  and  certificates  of 
location  in  such  cases  have  been  granted  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles.  To  exeinplity  my  meaning,  I 
would  merely  mention  two  instances:  Francis  Leseur  has  received  four  certificates  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  each,  for  four  lots  of  one  arpent  each.  Joseph  Genereux  has  received  four  certificates  of  the 
same  kind,  and  for  the  same  number  of  lots  of  one  arpent. 

Conceiving  that  the  law  never  intended  to  grant  to  any  one  owner  of  town  lots  the  privilege  of 
locating  more'than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  except,  indeed,  in  cases  where  the  quantity  of  the  lots 
owned  \iy  them,  exceeding  the  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  would  thereby  entitle  them  to  the 
privilege"  of  locating  the  like  greater  quantity,  whatever  such  mi.ght  be,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  advice 
whether  patents  can  le"-allv  be  demanded.  And  am,  with  great  respect,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 
^  ^      -^  o  1  JOSIAH  MEICiS. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasiry. 


Office  of  the  Attoexey  General  of  the  United  St.wes,  Januanj  22,   1822. 

Sir:  I  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  that  it  is  not 

the  intention   of  the  act  of  Congress  of  February   IT,  1815,  to  permit  the  owners  of  town  lots  in  tiie 

county  of  New  Madrid  to  locate  a   tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  eaeli  town  lot  they  may  own, 

but  one   tract  for  the  luhole  of  their  town  lots,  however  many,  unless  the  aggregate  should  exceed  the 
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quantity  of  one  Imndred   and  sixty  acres,  when  they  will  fall  within  the   general  enactment  of  being 
aiitliorized  to  locate  tin'  ([uantity  they  have  lost. 

I  l.ave,  &c.,  '  ^^,^^    ^^,jp^^ 

lion.  W.  II.  Ckawfori),  Tivat'iiri/  Deparlment. 

Copy  of  cndorxcment  on  (he  back  of  the  Idler. 

"Referred  to  the  Conmiissidncr  of  tiie  General  Laud  Office;  will  in.struct  the  recorder  of  land  titles 
accordingly,  and  be  governed  hy  it  himself.  ^  ^^ 


St.  Lons,  Auguxt  16,  1825. 

Di-;.\R  Sir:  In  rejily  to  your  request  made  of  me,  as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  recorder  of  the 
county  (if  New  Madrid^  for  information  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  certificates  given  by  the  late  clerks  of 
the  said  county,  of  the  claims  of  titles  to  lands  wiiich  have  been  removed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of 
February  \1,  1815,  "for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid  wlio  suflered  by 
earthqmikes,"  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  to  you  the  fact  that  I  do  conceive  that  the  late  clerks  have  been 
extremely  careless  and  remiss  in  that  business;  and,  as  proof  of  the  fact,  I  lay  before  you  the  original 
certified  c'onvcyances  of  the  claim  of  Elisha  Jackson,  or  his  legal  representatives,  to  240  arpents  of  land 
on  Bayou  St.  John  and  St.  Thomas;  from  which  original  papers  you  will  see  that  on  November  29,  1796, 
Jackson  sold  the  same  to  Jacoli  Bogard;  January,  1799,  Jacub  Bogard  sold  to  Peter  A.  Laforge  and  John 
Lavallu;  and,  in  February,  1804,  Lafirgo  conveyed  his  half  to  Lavallu.  Now,  sir,  with  what  propriety 
the  clerk  (with  those  papers  before  his  eyes)  could  certify  a  title  to  George  Tennille,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
kiiLiw. 

And  mark  the  great  evil  that  results  from  this  irregularity;  Lavallu  has  a  fine  farm  on  this  tract  of 
land,  which  he  has  cultivated  for  upwards  of  twenty  years;  in  1819  he  died,  and  one  of  his  heirs  now 
lives  on  the  land.  Ten  days  ago  (the  land  having  been  survej'ed  as  public  lands)  it  was  entered  at  the 
land  office.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  matter  ?  Must  the  heirs  tamely  submit,  and  give  up  their  lands  ? 
Or  must  they  go  to  law,  and  spend  the  value  of  the  land  to  clear  the  title  ? 

You  will,  sir,  confer  a. favor  on  a  helpless  orphan  liy  communicating  this  case  (and  I  fear  it  is  not  a 
solitary  one)  to  the  General  Land  Office,  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  a  patent  for  the  southeast  fractional 
quarter  section  34,  range  14  east,  township  23  north. 

In  whose  name  it  was  entered,  I  am  jiot  sure — either  in  the  name  of  Evans  or  Ogden.     Any  further 
information  which  my  office  affijrds  will  be  given,  with  jileasure,  at  your  request. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

E.  G.  HOUTS. 

TnEonoRE  IIu.NT,  Es(p 


General  Land  Office,  January  24,  1826. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  tlie  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  in  relation  to  the  operations 
under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  I 
have  to  state — 

Ist.  That  515  location  certificates  have  bee.i  issued  by  the  recorder  of  land  titles. 

2d.  That  148  of  the  certificates  issued  by  the  recorder  are  founded  on  the  relinquishments  of  town 
lots  and  other  tracts  containing  less  than  160  acres. 

3d.  The  greatest  number  of  certificates  issued  in  the  name  of  any  one  person  is  four,  and  the  quantity 
called  for  does  not,  in  any  case,  exceed  640  acres  for  one  individual. 

4th.  That  230  patents  have  been  issued,  of  which  number  forty  have  been  issued  on  certificates 
founded  on  the  relinquishment  of  town  lots  or  other  tracts  containing  less  than  160  acres. 

5th.  That  twenty-two  certificates  are  suspended  in  tliis  office  under  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General. 

Gth.  That  the  wlmle  quantity  called  for  bj-  the  location  certificates  of  the  recorder  is  180,423.56 
acres,  of  wliich  (piantity  88,785.22  acres  have  been  patented. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Uon.  John  Scott,  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  House  of  licjjresentatives. 


Gen'er.u,  Land  Office,  January  26,  1826. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25tli  instant,  I  furnish  you  with  the  enclosed  statement,  showing  the 
cases  in  which,  under  the  act  of  February  17,  1815,  the  recorder  has  issued  more  than  one  certificate  of 
location  to  persons  holding  town  lots  or  other  tracts  containing  less  than  160  acres. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that,  in  issuing  certificates  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  February 
17,  1815,  the  recorder  issued  them  in  the  name  of  the  original  confirmee,  or  his  legal  representatives. 
Where  the  original  claim,  therelbre,  was  for  more  than  640  acres,  only  one  certificate  issued;  where  the 
original  claim  was  for  more  than  160  acres,  and  less  than  640,  a  certificate  issued  for  the  quantity  contained 
in  tlie  tract;  and  if  one  confirmee  had  mure  than  one  tract  of  this  description,  he  received  more  than  one 
certificate;,  provided  the  wlmle  (piantity  did  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Where  the  original 
(diifiriiiation  was  for  town  Inis,  (ir  tracts  less  than  160  acres,  the  recorder  issued  as  many  certificates  for 
160  acres  each,  in  the  name'  of  the  cnnlirmee,  as  he  had  lots  or  tracts,  not  exceeding  four  certificates.  The 
statement  enclosed  embraces  these  last  cases,  ami  it  is  to  them  only  that  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  refers. 

Although  the  recorder  issued  the  certificate  in  the   name  of  the  orginal  confirmee,  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, he  received  the  relincpiishment  of  the  land  injured  from  the  persons  claiming  the  same.     Many 
of  these  reliiKpiishments  were  made  by  the  same  person' as  the  legal  representative  of  their  confirmee. 
With  great  respect,  your  most  nbedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAUAM. 

Hon.  JuUN  Scott,  ConnniH-c  on  Puhlic  Lands,  House  of  Eeprespntatives. 


1821.]  LANDS   UNFIT    FOR    C  F  LT  I  V  A  T  I  0  N.  885 

Statement  of  the  cases  in  ichich,  under  the  ad  of  Frtn-unrij  17,  ISlf),  the  rrconhi-  lin>!  i.«ned  more  llian  one 
certificate  of  location  to  pcr.-^ons  holdiwj  town  lots,  or  other  tracts  contain iinj  less  limn  liU)  nrrcs,  viz: 

To  11  persons,  4  cortilicates  cmcIi .(1  .■crtilii-atcs. 

To  15  persons,  3  certilieatcs  oarli 4.",  (■(■rtilicutcs. 

To  18  persons,  2  certilicates  eaeli :{ti  certiliratcs. 

12.')  errtilicatcs. 

Tlie  opinion  oi'  the  Attorney  General  ^vill  prevent   tiie  patents  liciiig  issneil  on  85  of  tiie  aliove  eases. 
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F  U  B  L  I  ( '  L  A  N  D  S  1  X  >[  I  S  S  0  F  F.  I  A  M»  11,1.1X01  S  F  X  F  I  T  F  OR  i' \'  1.  T  I  ^'  A  T  1  0  X  . 

COMMCNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  JAXUAKY  211,    1S2". 

To  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States: 

The  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  aerompnnyini;-  documents,  herewith 
transmitted,  are  laid  hefore  the  Senate  in  eomplianee  with  their  resolution  nl'  the  4th  of  April  last,  relating;-  to 
the  i>ublie  lands  ol'  the  Fnited  States,  in  tlie  States  eif  .Missuuri  ami  Illinois,  which  an'  unlit  fur  cultixation 

JOUX  tU'I-NOY  ADAM.'^. 

WAsiuNt;T<:iN,  January  29,  1827. 


General  Land  Office,  January  20,  1827. 

Sir:  Li  conijiliance  with  a  resolutiiui  of  the  Senate,  hearing  date  April  4,  182(5,  in  the  following 
words:  "  Itesolecd,  That  the  Fresidcnt  be  requested  to  cause  a  report  from  the  General  Land  Office  to  be 
laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  cominencement  of  the  ne.xt  stated  session  of  Congress,  showing,  as  nearly  as 
can  bo  ascertained  from  surveys  heretofore  made,  and  from  other  informatii.m,  the  (piantities  and  localities 
of  so  much  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Fnited  States,  in  the  States  of  ^Missouri  and  Illinois,  as  ma_y  be  unlit 
for  cultivation  on  account  of  being  wet  and  marshj',  or  subject  to  inundation  from  the  overflowing  of  the 
river,  or  covered  with  standing  water  in  ponds  or  lakes,"  the  Commissioner  lias  the  honor  to  sulmiit  to 
the  Fresidcnt  a  letter  from  Colonel  ^(cl!ee,  the  survej-or  of  the  public  lands  in  Missouri  and  Illinois, 
marked  A,  with  a  copy  of  a  statement  accompanying  the  same,  marked  15,  which  contain  the  information 
culled  for,  so  far  as  it  can  be  furnished  from  the  surveys. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 


GEO.  GFAllAM. 


The  FnEsinENT  of  the  United  Slates. 


A. 

Surveyor's  Office,  SI.  Louis,  Decenilier  31,  18211. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  j-our  letter  of  the  (5th  <if  last  April,  which  refers  to  tliis  office  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  requesting  the  Fresidcnt  to  cause  a  report  to  be  laid  before  it  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  showing-,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  from  surveys  heretofore 
made  and  from  other  information,  "the  quantities  and  localities  of  so  much  of  the  public  lands  of  tlie 
L'nited  States,  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  as  may  be  unlit  for  cultivation  ou  account  of  being 
wet  and  marshy,  or  sulijeet  to  inundation  from  the  overflowing  of  the  rivers,  or  covered  with  standing 
water  in  ponds  or  lakes,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  : 

That  the  surveys  on  tile  in  this  office  do  not,  exeeid  in  very  few  instances,  fnrnisli  sufficient  data  to 
calculate  the  areas  of  those  portions  of  the  jmblic  lands  which  are  unfit  fi.ir  cultivation. 

The  law  prescribing  the  mode  iir  which  the  puldic  lands  shall  be  surveyed  directs  the  surveyor  to 
"  note  in  his  field  book  the  true  situation  of  all  mines,  salt  licks,  salt  springs,  and  mill  seats,  which  shall 
come  within  his  knowledge;  all  water-courses  over  which  the  lines  he  runs  shall  pass;  and  also  the 
quality  of  the  lands."  But  it  does  not  require  any  lines  to  be  run,  except  such  as  are  boundaries  to  sections, 
or  fractional  sections,  or  necessary  to  connect  the  lines  of  a  private  survey  witli  those  of  the  public  lands. 
The  practice,  under  this  office,  has  been  regulated  accordingly.  It  is  only  in  a  lew  instances  that  the 
meanders  of  lakes  have  been  taken;  tlie  boundaries  of  swamps,  marshes,  or  inundation  tracts,  it  is  believed, 
have  never  been  surveyed;  and  their  true  areas,  therefore,  cannot  be  ascertained. 

The  general  instructions  issued  to  the  de|iut.y  surveyors  only  require  of  them  to  note  the  distance 
across  any  pond,  swamp,  marsh,  or  other  oltstacle,  (except  a  navigable  river,)  on  tlie  line,  wliich  may 
intersect  with  it,  and  to  state  the  point  of  intersection.  Fonds,  swamps,  itc,  that  are  not  crossed  by  any 
section  line  are,  therefore,  not  even  mentioned  in  tlie  field  notes,  or  but  rarely;  and  those  which  are  crossed 
by  only  one  section  lino  can  have  but  one  known  dimension,  and  even  its  position  in  relation  to  any  other 
line  or  side  of  the  tract  remains  undetermined.  Tlie  instructions,  however,  arc  not  always  strictly 
followed,  and  the  intersections  with  and  distances  across  obstacles  are  not  unifor:nIy  given.  Lines 
have,  no  doubt,  been  extended,  during  winter,  over  surfaces  of  swamps,  marshes,  lic,  that  are  unfit  for 
cultivation,  and,  perhaps,  impassable  at  any  other  season  of  the  year,  but  which,  in  their  frozen  state, 
may  have  escaped  the  particular  observation  of  the  surve3"or.  A  general  remark  is  sometimes  made  at 
the  end  of  a  line,  statin.a:,  in  substance,  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  swampv'  land  upon  it,  or  several 
ponds,  &c.;  and  it  frequently  occurs  that  the  field  notes  of  a  line  give  its  intersection  with  an  im|iassablc 
obstacle,  or  mention  when  it  enters  a  swamp,  marsh,  &c.,  but  omit  to  state  at  which  point  the  line  is 
regained  on  the  opposite  side,  in  the  first  instance,  or  where  it  leaves  the  swamp  or  marsh  in  the  second. 
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and  so  converselv.  Tlieso  omissions  also  occur  wlierc  the  swamp,  &c.,  is  sufficiently  extensive  to  be 
traversed  liy  two'  or  more  section  lines,  leaving  it  without  any  known  dimension,  or  with  only  one,  from 
whicli,  cvideiitlv,  no  estimate  of  the  area  can  be  made  that  would  merit  conlidence. 

Onlv  a  partial  statement  could  be  furnished,  therefore,  even  of  the  number  of  tracts,  or  portions  of 
the  pubUc  lands  heretofon^  surv<'yed,  as  are  considered  unfit  for  cultivation;  and  only  a  loose  estimate  of 
the  areas  of  those  portiuns  whicii  have  two  or  more  known  dimensions.  Such  infurmation,  however,  as 
the  ])ublic  surveys  all'urd  is  scattered  through  more  than  two  thousand  books  of  field  notes;  and 
the  examination  of  those  books,  making  the  necessary  extracts  from  tiiem,  and  the  subsequent  calcula- 
tions, would  have  occupied  nearly  the  whole  force  of  the  office  during  the  past  season,  to  the  exclusion  of 
its  other  duties,  and  without  any  certainty,  after  all,  of  accomplishing  the  undertaking.  It  was  therefore 
conceived  most  advisable  to  confine  the  estimate  to  such  districts  of  country  as  might  be  supposed  to 
have  a  more  immediate  relation  to  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  Senate. 

The  "  bottom  lands,"  particularly  those  which  border  on  the  principal  rivers,  naturally  drew  most 
attention,  as  containing,  in  proportion  to  their  extent  of  surface,  the  greatest  quantity  of  wet  and  inun- 
dated lands  capable  of  being  reclaimed  by  drainage  or  other  means,  and  of  being  made,  at  a  moderate 
expense,  to  unite  the  advantages  of  uncommon  fertility  to  those  already  secured  by  their  position  of  safe 
and  regular  water  communication  with  a  market.  The  examinations  were  accordingly  confined  to  the 
surveys  of  townships  and  fractional  townships  binding  on  the  Great  Wabash,  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Illinois, 
and  .Missouri  rivers,  or  which  embrace  any  bottom  lauds  lying  on  either  of  those  streams,  (exclusive  of 
the  islands,)  within  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois. 

The  abstract  enclosed  herewith  exhibits,  in  part,  the  result  of  these  examinations  together  with 
estimates  founded  on  the  data  which  they  furnish. 

Lakes  and  ponds,  swamjjs,  marshes,'  and  wet  or  inundated  tracts,  whicli  have  no  dimensions  reported 
in  the  field  notes,  are  not  included  in  the  abstract;  those  having  one  or  more  known  dimension,  exceeding 
three  citains  each,  are  enumerated,  and  the  township  specified  in  which  they  are  respectively  situated, 
accompanied  with  a  statement  of  the  estimated  areas  of  those  which  have  lico  or  more  known  dimensions. 

The  whole  number  of  townships  amounts  to  250,  and  their  aggregate  area  (roughly  estimated  from 
the  plats)  to  3,913,800  acres;  the  number  of  townships  which  contain  ponds,  swamps,  &c.,  having  two  or 
more  dimensions,  amount  to  ISl,  and  contain  an  estimated  aggregated  area  of  2,977,000  acres,  nearly. 

In  tlic  above-mentioned  250  townships  there  are  1,090  lakes  and  ponds,  or  separate  tracts  of  swamps, 
marshes,  &c.,  which  have  one  or  more  known  dimensions;  and  of  these  there  are  332  which  have  two  or 
more  dimensions  given,  containing  an  aggregate  area  of  330,414  acres,  nearly,  which,  compared  with  the 
aggregate  area  of  the  whole  number  of  townships  embraced  in  the  abstract,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
eleven  thirtj'-five-hundredths,  nearly,  but  compared  with  the  aggregate  area  of  the  townships  in  which 
they  are  situated,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  nine,  nearly. 

If  no  probable  estimate  could  be  made  of  the  areas  of  those  tracts  which  have  only  one  known 
dimension  by  assuming  its  position  and  the  figure  of  each  tract,  it  is  also  clear  that  anj'  attempt  to  infer 
their  areas  from  the  estimated  areas  of  those  having  two  or  more  dimensions,  by  assuming  the  figures  of 
the  whole  to  be  similar,  would  be  equally  wide  of  the  truth.  I  have  preferred  leaving  the  statement  as 
it  stands,  whicli  shows  that,  in  addition  to  the  estimated  number  of  acres  unfit  for  cultivation,  there  are 
in  the  250  townships  specilied  in  the  abstract  764  lakes  and  ponds,  and  separate  tracts  of  wet  and  inun- 
dated land,  each  less  than  one  mile  wide,  on  the  section  line  by  whicli  it  is  traversed,  and  probably  less 
than  two  miles  across,  in  a  direction  at  right  angles  with  the  section  line. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  several  tracts  of  land  included  in  the  abstract  are  not  always  expressly 
stated  in  the  field  notes  to  be  "  unfit  for  cultivation,"  but  tliat  fact  has  been  taken  for  granted  whenever 
the  description  given  in  other  respects  made  the  presumption  of  it  probable,  unless  the  contrary  was 
stated. 

The  greater  part  of  the  bottom  lands  within  this  surveying  district  are  more  or  less  liable  to  inun- 
dation from  the  overflowing  of  the  rivers.  What  are  called  "second  bottoms"  (so  frequent  on  the  Ohio, 
and  whicli  arc  there  entirelj' exempt  from  inundation)  are  seldom  met  with  on  tlie  Mississippi  or  its 
tributaries  from  the  west,  oi  on  the  streams  within  the  State  of  Illinois;  the  third,  benches  or  bottoms, 
found  on  the  upper  Ohio,  are,  it  is  believed,  peculiar  to  that  river.  But  the  inundation  of  these  river 
lands,  Considered  as  an  obstacle  to  their  cultivation,  depends  on  its  frequency,  the  season  of  the  year  at 
whicli  it  hapiiens,  its  depth,  and  on  the  exposure  of  the  surface  of  the  ground  to  the  injurious  eflects  of 
strong  currents,  which  again  depends  as  much  on  the  situation  of  the  tract  as  on  the  depth  of  water 
which  covers  it.  The  casual  observations,  however,  ■which  a  surveyor  may  be  enabled  to  make  during  a 
particular  season  of  the  j'ear  are  frequently  calculated  rather  to  mislead  than  to  aid  his  judgment  in 
determining  the  true  character  of  those  lands.  Hence  the  contradictory  statements  that  are  sometimes 
made  to  this  office  concerning  tbem;  an  original  survey  describing  land  to  be  "  not  fit  for  cultivation" 
which  is  reported  to  be  ''first  rate"  in  the  resurvey  of  the  tract  by  a  different  individual;  and  hence,  also, 
svirvej'ors  have  been  rendered  less  careful  of  noting  the  circumstance  of  inundation  in  ordinary  cases,  or 
of  expressing  an  opinion  of  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  such  lands  tor  the  purpose  of  cultivation,  except 
where  they  exhibit  striking  and  unequivocal  proofs  of  extreme  inundation,  or  of  almost  total  e-xemjition 
Iriim  it.  It  results,  therefore,  that  much  of  the  public  lands  whicli  are  actually  unfit  for  cultivation,  in 
conse(iuence  of  the  overfiowing  of  rivers,  are  not  reported  as  such  to  this  office,  while,  no  doubt,  a  good 
deal  has  been  so  described  erroneously. 

lliere  are  two  districts  of  country  the  surveys  of  which  have  not  been  particularly  examined,  although 
both  of  them  contain  extensive  tracts  of  swamps  and  wet  or  inundated  lands.  One' of  these  districts  is 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  the  other  is  near  the  south  boundary  of  this  State  The 
general  surface  of  the  country  in  both  is  low  and  level,  and  would  oppose  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the 
success  of  partial  attempts  to  reclaim  the  soil,  at  the  same  time  that  their  geographical  position  is  such 
as  cannot,  lor  a  long  space  of  lime  to  come,  hold  out  sufficient  inducement  to  more  extensive  undertakings. 
The  district  alluded  to  in  Missouri  prevails  with  little  interruption  from  White  river  to  the  Mississippi, 
I'Xtcndiug  .south  to  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  It  embraces,  notv,-itli- 
stauding  its  general  character,  much  fine  land,  and  high  broken  ridges  occasionally  occur  between  some 
of  the  water-courses  which  intersect  it  higher  up;  but  the  Castor  and  St.  Francis,  Black  and  White  rivers, 
overflow  a  great  deal  of  the  intermediate  country.  The  surveys  in  that  quarter,  however,  including 
several  hundred  miles  of  townsliip  exteriors,  are  not  yet  completed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  W.  McKEE. 

George  Gkaiu.m,  Esq.,  t'^n}miiisio)ier  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Wa-shincjlon  Cilij. 
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B. 

rvECAriTULA-I'lOX. 


887 


Sute  and  disirici. 


~  .a 

■  —     u 

i  * 


STATE   OF   ILLINOIS. 

In  K;iskaski;i  district,  on  Mississippi  river i 

In  Edwardsville  district,  on  the  Missi^.-ippi  and  | 
Illinois  rivers 

In  Saiig:iinoii  di>trict,  on   Missi-sippi  and  Illi- 
nois rivers 

In  Sliavvnectnwn  district,  on  Uhio  and  tireat 
Wabash  riwrs 

In  Palestine  di~tiict,  on  Great  Wabas^h 
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34 
15 


ST.VTE    OF    MISSOL-PI.  i 

In  Salt  Kiver  district,  on  Mississippi  river 

In  St.  Louis  district,  on  Mis^issippi  and  Mis- 
souri rivers 

In  Howard  district,  nciih  and  bouih  of  Mis- 
souri   

In  Western  district,  norih  and  ^ouili  of  Mis- 
souri  

In  Cape  Girardeau  di^tricl,  on  Mississippi  river 
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Lakeri  or  ponds  ] 
haviiiK  two  or 
more  diinen- 
sinus,  art-as  of 
wliieh  arc  cs- 
liinaled. 


10 
17 
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i^wamps,  nrirshod  and  t.veinnw<Ml 
lanil,  nnl  Iil  I'ur  •  iilli\  alinii. 


Nunilierof 
tracts  in 
each  dis- 
trict. 


10,985.45 

16,750.17 

31,651.69 

15,043.97 
1,277. 6-2 

75,709.83 


Trncts  liavlnR  two  or  more 

dimensions,     areas     ot' 
which  arc  cstimateil. 
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550.65 

1.104.97 

1,007.6-2 

1.077.03 
7,979.97 


15 
Vi 

18 

g 
36 


KdliiTiale  iriacrt's 
of  the  several 
tracts  in  oarli 
di^jtrict. 


21 
19 
33 


■1 1.407.(19 
.•H,t68.3.") 


38.5aS  77 

I6,ae8.3:i 


129,  IS.i.H 


9,099.98 

9.117.94 

7.a02.'28 

15.97 
88,365.62 


113,801.79 


Aflir'-Kilte 
ati'ii. 


10,986.45 

58,247.86 

04.. 119. 97 

53.572.74 
17,565.95 


204,893.97 


9.C50.63 
10,223.91 

8.2U9.90 

1,092.99 
96,345.95 


Stale  of  Illinnis... 
State  of  Missouri  . 


20).P92  97  acres 
iri.523.02    '• 


330,414.99 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  562. 


["Sn    Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  INDIANA  FOR  CHANGE  IN  THE  SYSTEM  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  THE  PUBLIC 

LANDS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SEN.WE  JANUARY  29,   182*1. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  if  Bejjrexentatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana  respectfully  represents:  That  the  system 
adopted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  is  viewed  by  the  legLslatme, 
and  by  their  constituents,  with  the  solicitude  -which  its  immediate  connexion  with  the  prosperity  of  iiur 
State  is  so  highly  calculated  to  inspire. 

One  great  improvement  in  that  system  has  been  efifected  within  a  few  years  by  the  iirohibitKjn  of 
sales  upon  credit.  Another,  equally  important,  iu  the  opinion  of  the  memorialists,  to  the.  State  and  to  the 
nation,  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished.  That  is,  a  judicious  graduation  of  the  prices  of  the  public  lands 
with  reference  to  their  value.  Where  many  years  have  elapsed  since  a  public  sale,  the  tirst  choice  of  the 
lands  in  that  district  are  presumed  to  be  purchased;  and,  as  the  minimum  price  under  the  present  system 
is  the  same  everywhere,  without  regard  to  iiuality,  the  persons  wishing  to  purchase  will,  of  course,  turn 
their  attention  almost  entirely  to  the  public  lands  last  oifered  for  sale.  The  consequence  is,  the  population 
becomes  scattered  over  a  wide  extent,  and  many  parts  of  the  State  where  the  public  lamls  have  been  long 
in  market  receive,  comparatively,  no  increase  of  inhabitants  from  the  tide  of  emigration. 

This  eflect  of  the  present  system  for  tlie  sale  of  the  United  States  land  is  extremely  injurious  to  our 
State.     The  progress  of  its  population  and  improvement  is  impeded,  and  the  only  source  of  its  revenue  is 
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not  pormitted  to  increase  as  it  otherwise  would.  It  i.s  also  injurious  to  tlie  nation.  Large  districts  of  the 
iHiblic  1-iiids  have  lon^^  remained  unsold  and  exposed  to  the  destruction  of  timber,  and  must  long  continue 
to  remain  so,  if  the  minimum  price  nf  every  description  of  these  lands,  from  the  best  to  the  worst,  con- 
tinues to  be  t!ie  same.  .,       ,,         1     ,.        j-i,         •   •  •        f., 

Whilst  tiie  memcirialists  are  confident  that  a  very  considerable  reduction  ot  the  minimum  price  ot  the 
public  lands  whicii  for  manv  years,  have  remained  unsold,  will  greatly  tend  to  the  promotion  of  the 
'.■(>iieral  welfare  tliev  are  aware  of  the  importance  of  not  reducing  it  so  low  as  to  give  rise  to  extensive 
hidividiial  monopolies  A  safe  and  reasonable  reduction  of  tlie  7ninimum  price,  to  be  graduated  by  the 
time  the  lands  have  remained  in  the  market  unsold,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memorialists,  called  lor  by 
the  i)articular  situation  o(  the  country,  and  by  the  general  policy  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal  govern- 
ment Such  a  reduction  of  price  would  immediately  direct  the  attention  ot  purchasers  to  extensive  tracts 
of  public  lands  long  since  offered  for  sale,  \vhich  are  now  unnoticed  and  unkown,  and  would  enable  many 
a  i)oor  but  honest  and  industrious  man  to  obtain  a  comfortable  home.  ,       ^    ,      tt   •     , 

Tlie  memorialists,  contidentlv  l)elieving  tliat  tliis  cliange  in  the  system  for  the  sale  of  the  United 
States  land  would  be  productive"  of  much  benelit  to  the  State  and  to  the  nation,  respectfully  submit  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  .,  „  ^ -„ 

11.  H.  MOOllE,  Speaker  rf  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  H.  THOMPSON,  PremJent  of  the  Senate. 


Approved  December  30,  I82G. 
A  true  copiy  of  tlie  original. 


J.  BEOWN  KAY. 
■\V.  AV.  WICK,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


19™  Congress.]  .  No.  563.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLINOIS  TO  BE  ALLOWED  TO  SELL  THE  LANDS  PtESERVED  FOR  SALINES 

IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMl'XICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JAXUAllY    30,    1827. 

To  the  honorable  Senate  and  Hou^e  cf  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assemliled : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respectfully  represents:  That  there  is 
imposed  by  the  United  States  a  restriction  on  this  State  that  prevents  the  State  from  selling  any  part  of 
the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  salines  in  this  State,  although  some  of  those  reserved  lauds  are  entirely 
useless  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  salt.  It  is  found,  by  experience,  that  much  of  said  land  is  not, 
nor  will  it  be  hereafter,  used  for  the  original  object  of  the  donation.  There  is  discovered  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Ohio  saline  inexhaustible  quantities  of  stonccoal,  wliich  will  serve  in  place  of  wood  in  the 
making  of  salt;  and,  likewise,  there  has  recently  been  discovered  at  the  Vermilion  saline  stonecoal  in 
great  quantities,  so  that  the  woodland  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  saline  will  likewise  become  useless  in 
the  manufactory  of  salt.  Some  part  of  the  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Ohio  saline  is  at  so  remote  a 
distance  from  said  saline  that  it  is  useless  for  the  purpose  of  the  original  donation;  and,  as  this  reserved 
land  cannot  be  improved  nor  cultivated,  the  farmers  are  prevented  from  settling  thereon,  so  that  the 
necessary  provisions  for  said  works  are  thereby  more  difficult  to  be  procured;  therefoi'e,  as  some  part  of 
the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  those  salines  has  become  useless  for  the  benevolent  object  of  the  original 
donation,  your  memorialists  respectfully  request  that  the  consent  of  the  United  States  may  be  given  this 
State  to  enable  her  to  sell  some  part  of  said  reserved  lands  which  may  be  at  the  greatest  distance  from 
said  salines,  and  such  other  portions  of  the  land  lying  on  the  Saline  creek  for  the  erection  of  water-works 
as  will  n(jt  interfere  with  the  manufacture  of  salt,  and  as  may  be  necessary  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
said  creek  fir  the  purpose  of  internal  improvements  of  the  countiy,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary. 
The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Saline  creek  is  necessary  to  advance  the  real  interest  of  the 
people  in  relation  to  the  Oliio  saline.  Salt,  by  some  improvement  on  said  creek,  may  be  the  easier  con- 
veyed away  from  said  works  to  the  Ohio  river.  Some  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  lands  ought, 
in  justice  to  that  part  of  the  country,  be  applied  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Great  and  Little 
Wabash  rivers;  and,  likewise,  some  of  the  money  raised  from  the  sale  of  said  lands  ought  to  be  applied 
to  the  humane  and  benevolent  purpose  of  erecting  a  penitentiary. 

Therefore  your  memorialists  pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law  enabling  this  State  to  sell  thirty 
thousand  acres  of  the  land  reserved  for  the  Ohio  saline,  and  ten  thousand  acres  of  the  Vermilion  saline, 
reserved  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Saline  creek  and  Great  and  Little  Wabash 
rivers,  and  for  a  penitentiary,  and  for  other  internal  improvements,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  by 
their  representatives  in  general  assembly  convened,  hereby  giving  their  full  and  free  assent  thereto. 

J.  McLEAN,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
WILLIAM  KINNEY,  "6>t'ato-o/'iAe  &)iafe. 

Vandai.ia,  Illinois: 

I,  (ieorge  Forquer,  secretary  of  state  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  original  memorial  enrolled  in  my  oUice. 

[1,  s  1  ^"  ''''^^" '>'  "'I'L'icof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflixed  the  seal  of  said  State,  at  Vandalia, 

'- "  "'J        tills  (ith  day  uf  January,  1S27. 

GEORGE  FORQUER. 


1827.]  LAND    FOR    EDUCATION'    OF    DEAF    AND    IHMB.  SSl) 


19T1I  Con-gukss.]  ^0.    564.  [20    Session. 

L  A  X  D    C  L  A  nr    I  \    T,  O  U  I  S  I  A  X  A  * 

niMMfXICATKD    TO    TIIK    ITOUSE    OF    UKrUKSEXTATIVKS    .lAXl'AltV  oO.    1S27, 

Mv.  Rrc'KNER,  iVoin   tlio   Ccniiniittee  on   Private  Land  Chiiins,  lo  whom  was  rcrori-cd  tln'  innrial  i,rj.   U. 

Thomas,  of  St.  Martin,  in  tiie  Statr  ol'  Loni.siana,  rcportoil: 
The  memorialist  states  that  he  is  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred  ar[ients  ol'  land,  which  is  disrrilii.il 
in  the  report  of  the  Fnited  States  commissioners  Xo.  1,114,  a  copy  of  which  he  relers  to;  which  icpi.rl 
was  unfavorabU'  to  his  claim.  Considering-  that  injustice  had  been  dnne  l.i  him,  he  iirays  Ihat  the  claim 
may  be  confirmed  by  Cong-ress.  He  attempts  to  derive  his  claim  from  Antoine  I'alin,  in  whose  name  it 
was  entered  with  the  commission(!r  for  conlirmation,  at  Opelousas,  in  said  State.  I'ierre  >[i:irean  swears 
that,  from  the  year  1T80  to  1S03  or  1804,  the  laud  was  occupied  as  a  vachere  by  the  said  I'afin,  and 
superintended  by  deponent,  who  united  jiis  stock  with  Patin's;  that  sevi'ial  .if  I'alin's  slaxcs  were  inhabiting 
and  cultivating-  it  until  1803  or  1804.  He  says  that  he  recollects  to  have  seen  an  order  of  survey  I'm-  the 
land  signed  by  Miro,  in  favor  of  said  Patin,  but  which  lie  lias  reason  to  believe  was  lost.  Another  witness 
also  swore  that  he  resided  on  the  land  for  seven  or  eight  years  preceding-  April,  l.SLJ,  l)y  Patin's 
permission;  and  that  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  previous  to  hi.s  occupancy  there<if  the  negroes  of 
the  claimant,  Patin,  occu])ied  it  a.s  a  vachere;  and  that  from  the  marks  of  culture  when  he  look  ])oss(\ssioii 
of  it,  it  must  have  been  previously  cultivated.  The  same  facts  are  proven  by  other  witnesses.  Patin,  who 
is  proven  to  be  a  man  of  great  respectability,  swears  tlnit  abiiut  lifty  years  since  tlie  deponent  a|iplied  to 
the  Spanish  government,  through  the  then  commandant,  for  a  tract  of  land  at  Attakapas,  which  is  described 
in  X^o.  1,114  of  the  claims;  upon  which  reports  were  made  to  Cong-ress  by  the  commissioners  of  the  land 
office  at  Opelousas,  which  tract  is  therein  designated  as  entrj-  Xo.  78,  class  X'o.  i).  He  states  that  the 
said  cominandant  drew  the  petition  for  him,  and  recommemled  it  to  his  government  in  his  capacity  of 
commandant.  He  says  that  he  obtained  an  order  of  survey  upon  it  signed  by  Miro,  then  governor  of 
Louisiana,  directing  a  survej'or  to  put  him  in  possession  of  it;  that  he  then  regidarly  took  possession  of 
the  land  so  conceded  to  him,  and  that  he  used  it  as  a  vachere  for  manj-  years  previous  to  the  change  of 
government  hj  which  the  country  passed  to  the  United  States.  He  states  that  the  said  concession  has 
been  lost;  that  he  has  no  interest  whatever  in  or  to  said  land,  having  long-  since  sold  it;  and  that  tlie 
memorialist  is  now  the  true  owner. 

The  committee,  from  the  best  information  which  they  have  been  enabled  t(.)  obtain  concerning-  the 
usages  of  the  Spanish  government,  are  not  of  opinion  that  the  occupancy  of  laud  as  pasture  ground, 
although  a  part  of  the  tract  may  have  been  cultivated,  formed  the  foundation  of  a  valid  title  to  the 
occupant.  Such  claims,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  ought  not,  they  think,  to  be  contirmed.  Under  the  act 
alluded  to  the  claimant  should  himself  have  been  settled  on  the  land  and  cultivating  it.  Were  it  other- 
wise, a  man  might,  by  settling-  his  negroes  and  placing  parts  of  his  stock  on  ditferent  tracts,  have  eon- 
firmed  to  him  as  many  difl'ereut  tracts  as  he  had  ditferent  slaves.  If  Patin  had  never  obtained  any  other 
tract  from  the  Spanish  government  it  might  present  a  different  question;  but  he  does  not  say  that  such 
was  the  fact.     The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   565.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    OHIO    FOR  A  GRAXT    OF    LAXD   TO   AID  IX  THE  EDUCATIOX    OF    THE 

DEAF  AND  DUMB   OF  THAT  STATE. 

C05QIUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    I,     1827. 

Executive  Office,  Ckilumbus,  Ohio,  January  20,  1827. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  I  hercnvith  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  Ohio  legislature  at  the  present  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

ALLEX  TRIMBLE. 


BesoJved  In/  the  general  a>:f:emlil>/  of  (he  /State  of  Ohio,  That  our  senators  in  Cong-ress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  be  requested,  to  use  their  exertions  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  grant  of  a  tract  or 
tracts  of  land  in  this  State,  equal  in  quantity  to  one  original  surveyed  township,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  persons  in  this  State. 

Besotied,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in 
Congress  one  copy  of  the  foregoing-  resolutiim. 

EDWARD  KIXG,  Speaker  of  the  ITousie  of  liepresentaiives. 
A.  SHEPHERD,  S/mdvr  if  the  Senate. 
January  9,  1827. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  18,  1827. 

I  certifv  the  foregoing-  to  be  a  correct  copv  of  the  original  roll  remaining-  in  this  office. 

JXO.  ^^IcLE'SE,  Secretary  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio 
V,,,..  ,v 112  c 
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19th  Con-gress.J  ^0-   566.  [2d  Sessioij. 

APPLICATION    OF    INDIANA    TO    RE    ALLOWED    TO    SELL    THE    LANDS    RESEEVED    FOR 

SALINES    IN    THAT    STATE. 

COMMUMC.VTKD  TO  THE  SEXATE  FEBRUARY  2,   1827. 

'  A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  relating  to  the  lands  appropriated  for  the  use  of  salt  springs. 

liesohvd  hy  the  general  assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in 
Congress  be  requested,  if  possible,  to  procure  the  consent  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Indiana 
to  sidl  and  convey  in  fee  simple  (in  such  manner  as  the  leg-isUiture  may  direct)  all  lands  within  said 
State  reserved  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  the  proceeds  to  be  held  as  a  stock  for  the  encouragement  of 


Common  school  education. 


II.  H.  MOORE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rej^resentatives. 
JOHN  n.  THOMPSON,  President  of  the  Senate. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   567.  [2d   SEsaioy. 

APPLICATION   OF   MISSOURI   FOR   AUTHORITY   TO   LOCATE  CERTAIN  SCHOOL  LANDS  IN 

SECTIONS  OR  PARTS  OF  SECTIONS. 

COMMl-XICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  5,  1827. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  represent:  That  the  two  townships  of 
land. granted  to  the  Territory  of  Missouri  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  17,  1818,  for  the  endowment 
of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  the  township  set  apart  for  the  same  purpose  by  the  act  of  Congress  and 
the  ordinance  admitting  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  have  not  yet  been  selected;  and  that  this 
general  assembly  believes  that  entire  townships  of  land  cannot  now  be  obtained  without  locating  them 
in  a  remote  part  of  the  State.  The  general  assembly  therefore  prays  that  an  act  may  be  passed  authorizing 
the  governor  of  this  State  to  provide  for  the  selection  of  all  lands  thus  granted  in  sections  or  parts  of 
sections,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advisable. 

ALEX.  STUART,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepiresentatives. 
FELIX  SCOTT,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved  January  3,  1827.  JOHN  MILLER. 

Officf,  of  Secretary  State,  State  of  Missouri,  City  of  Jefferson,  January  10,  1827. 

I,  Spencer  Pettis,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Missoufi,  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  memorial 
to  be  a  true  cojiy  from  the  original  roll  in  my  office. 

SPENCER  PETTIS. 


19Tn  Con'gress.]  No.    668.  [2d    Session. 


APPLICATION  OF  MISSOURI  FOR  THE  RIf4HT  OF  PRE-EMPTION  TO  THE  LANDS  ADJACENT 

TO  CERTAIN  IRON  WORKS. 

COJIIIUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    5,    1827. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  memorialists,  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  would  represent  to  your  bodies: 
that  a  certain  Samuel  Massey  and  Thomas  James  have  commenced  an  establishment  for  the  manufacture 
?i  ",'1",°"  ■  waters  of  the  Merrimac,  in  section  one,  township  thirty-seven  north,  in  range  si.x  west  of 
the  iitth  prmcipal  meridian,  within  this  State;  that,  to  the  successful  prosecutioii  of  this  manufacture,  an 
abundance  of  timber  is  mdisitensable,  and  to  obtain  the  requisite  quantity  of  timber  necessarv,  to  own  an 
c.\tensive  tract  of  country  adjacent  to  this  section;  that,  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  the  timber  is  confined  to 
the  water-courses,  and  hence  arises  the  necessitv  of  an  increased  extent  of  proprietorship  over  the  land; 
that  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  (.f  the  United  States,  reservations  from  sale  in  the  vicinity 
01  the  purchase  made  by  the  said  Samuel  Massey  and  Thomas  James  were  made,  whereby  they  were 
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prcclmlod  from  cnlLTiii,';-  the  uocessury  (luaiitity  ><{'  land;  llmt  tlic  siiiil  Saniucl  Masscy  ami  'rimiiias  James 
have  Iteglin  to  improve  the  tract  of  himl  |iiin-haseil  liy  ihciii,  ami  to  ercii  lh<-ir  I'liiiiaci'  aihl  mills  lui-  the 
niamifacturc!  of  iron;  that  if  the  land  reserved,  ami  what  is  adjaeeiil,  should  ik.w  he  lir.umlil  iiil..  maikel 
a  competition  the  most  unfavorable  to  the  said  ^[assey  and  .lames  w.iuld  issue,  li  \v..uld  imiM.sc  inMui 
them  the  necessity  of  paying-  a  most  e\ti-a\ai;-ant  jiriee  theref.ir,  m-  nf  makiiin'  a  sarrifu-c  ,,1'  \v|i;it  ihcy 
liave  ah-cady  e.xjiended,   and  (luis  he  a  serious  disa|i|Hunlmi'ul  ami  loss  tn  the  citi/ms  nl'  iliis  Stale. 

Wherefore,  your  mi'Uiorialists  wcudd  re(|nesl  lli.il  .1  law  he  passed  .nMviii.L;-  to  the  s.iid  Samuel  .\Iassev 
and  Thomas  .lami-s  the  pre-emption  rin-ht,  at  the  present  minimnin  price,  in  and  to  all  the  land  inelmle'd 
within  the  space  of  two  miles  on  each  an<l  e\-ery  side  of  the  seelion  one,  in  township  Ihiit  v-sr\-en  north 
in  range  six  west  of  the  tifth  principal  meridian,  l<i  he  in  I'oi-ee  lor  and  durin,^- the  space' of  I  wo  vears 
from  its  passa,t;-e:  Proridi'd  a/imi/^,  'I'hat  no  ri.i^'ht  of  pre-emption  created  and  secnre(l  li\  ilie  act  of"  Con- 
gress of  April  12,  1814,  shall  he  )irejndic<'d  tliiMvhy;  and  the  privilege  granted  hy  tlie  law  shall  not, 
extend  to  any  quarter  sections  whereon  there  siiall  he  an  improvenn-nt  or  settlement  at  the  date  of  the: 
entry  heretofoi'c  made  by  the  said  Samnel  .Massey  and  Thomas  James. 

AJjKX.   STL'AKT,  Spcakvr  of  Ihr  Ilmtxr  af'  Ui'iircariilnlircx.    ■ 
FELIX  SCf)'rT,  rn:-<l(lc}il  pro  li'iii/mrc  ol'  tin'  S'ikiIi'. 

Passe<l  liy  a  constitntioiml  majority  of  the   Honse  of  llepresenlatives  December  28,  ls2i'i,  the  gov- 
ernor's objections  to  the  contrary  not withstandin.n". 

ALEX.  STUAirr,  Sprahroflh'IIout^rifRrpivgciitalivc^. 

Passed  liy  a  constitutional  majority  of  th(!  Senate  Decembm-  2'.t,  182(;,  the  governor's  objections  to  tlic 
contrary  notwithstanding-. 

FELIX  SCUTT,  Fimidrnt  iim  fimpnrr  of  the  Smiate. 

Sf.crf.t.vrv's  Oi-fick,  Gitij  ofjrfcr^on,  Jannavij  5,  1826. 
I,  Spencer   Pettis,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  .Missouri,  do  liereby  certily  that  the  above  is  a 
correct  transcript  from  the  original  roll  in  my  oHice.     (liven  under  my  haml  and  the  seal  of  my  ollice  the 
day  and  year  above  written. 

SPENCEPt  PETTIS. 


19th  CoN-GREss.J  No.   569.  [2n  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  TO  BE  ALLOWED   TO    SELL  TUE  LANDS  GRANTED  TO  THAT 

STATE   FOR  SCHOOLS. 

CO-MMU.VICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErRE.-lEXT.\TIVE.-5    FERRU.iRY    8,    1827. 

JOINT  EESOLUTION.S  instructing  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  on  tlie  suliject  of  autliorizing  tlie  sale  of  the 
section  numbered  sixteen,  reserved  for  the  use  of  sctiools  in  this  State. 

Section  1.  Resolved  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  ixjjrcsentatii'es  cf  the  Stale  of  Alabama  in  general  assemhhj 
convened,  That  our  senators  in  Con.gress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their 
endeavors  to  procure  tlie  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  leg'islatnre  to  sell  and  convey  in  fee  simjile 
the  section  numbered  sixteen  in  each  township  in  tliis  .State,  granted  by  the  Lnited  States  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  township  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  to  invest  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in 
some  productive  fund,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  forever  apidied,  under  the  direction  of  the  general 
assembly,  for  the  use  and  support  of  schools  within  the  several  townshiiis  for  which  they  were  originally 
reserved  and  set  apart,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever:  J'rovided,  That,  in  the  apportionment 
of  the  proceeds  of  said  fund,  each  township  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  such  part  thereof,  and  no  more, 
as  shall  have  accrued  from  the  sale  of  the  school  land  behmgin.g  to  such  township:  Provided,  further,  The 
inhabitants  of  each  township  first  give  their  consent  to  the  sale  ol'  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  his  excellency  the  governor  he,  and  he  is  hendjy,  antliorized 
and  required  to  transmit  coiiies  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  our  senators  and  representatives  in 
Congress. 

S.LMUEL  W.  OLIVER,  Speaker  ,f  the  ITouse  ot'  Eejire^entative^. 
NICU'S  DAVIS,  Premlent  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  13,  1821  JOHN  MURPHY. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Tusealoosa,  Janiian/  lf>,  1827. 

I  do  certify  the  foregoing  resolution  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  roll  on  file  in  this  office. 

JAMES  1.  THORNTON. 


892  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  571. 


19th  Con-gress.]  ^O-   570.  [2d   Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR  A  CHANGE  IN  THE  SYSTEM  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  LANDS,  AND  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  FINAL  SETTLEMENT  OF  LAND  CLAIMS 
IN  THAT  STATE. 

CujnU-NIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEI'RESEXTATIVES  FEBBrARY   8,    1827. 

REPORT  ami  RESOLUTIONS  in  reiation  to  tlie  system  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lauds,  and  to  the  unsettled  land  claims 

ill  this  State. 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  .so  much  of  the  governor's  message  as  relates  to  the 
sy.stcm  for  the  clis|)0.sal  of  tlie  public  lands  liuve  had  that  subject  under  their  consideration,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  the  following  joint  resolutions: 

1.  yi'-'.W (■(•(/,  That  this  general  assembly  do  highly  approve  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bentiin,  of  Mis.s'ouri,  for  the  future  disposal  of  the  public  domain,  as  contained  in  a  bill  introduced  and 
advocated  liy  him  in  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  providing  IVir 
the  future  sale  of  the  public  land.s  by  entry,  at  certain  fixed  and  graduated  prices,  in  exclusion  of  the 
present  mode  by  auclion,  and  for  tlie  ultimate  disposal  of  such  as  may  remain  unsold  for  a  certain  period 
by  donations  t<<  actual  settlers,  reserving  to  the  actual  settler  or  occupant,  in  all  cases,  the  right  of  pre- 
ernption,  for  a  limited  time,  of  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  entire  section. 

2.  Jlesol reii ,  That  our  .senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use 
tlu-ir  utmost  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  containing  the  foregoing  or  similar  provisions; 
and  also  of  a  law  providing  for  the  final  adjustment,  npon  equitable  principles,  of  the  unsettled  land 
claims  in  this  State. 

3.  Jlesolvcd,  That  a  copy  of  tlie  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  the  governor  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

SAMUEL  W.  OLIVER,  Speal-er  of  the  House  of  Represerdaiives. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  12,  1827.  JOHN  MURPHY. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,   Tuscaloosa,  January  16,  1827. 

I  do  certify  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this 
ofBce. 

JAMES  I.  THORNTON. 


IflTH    CON-GRESS.]  ^""0.     571.  [2d     SeSSION. 

APPLICATION  OF  ALABAMA  FOR   A  DONATION    OF  LAND  TO  THE  LAFAYETTE  ACADEMY 

IN  THAT  STxVTE. 

COMMl'MCATED    TO    THE    HOl'SE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRl^VBY    8,    1827. 

MEMORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  subjfct  of  a  donation  to  the  trustees  of  Lafayette  Academy  in  the 

village  of  Lagrange. 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  general  assembly  convened  respectfully 
represents:  That  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  a  female  academy  was  incorporated 
in  the  village  of  Lagrange,  in  the  county  of  Franklin;  that  the  citizens  of  said  village,  at  their  own 
expense,  erected  a  handsome  building,  of  small  dimensions,  for  the  reception  of  students  of  both  sexes; 
that,  although  it  has  scarcely  been  in  operation  twelve  months,  it  contains  at  present  between  eighty  and 
ninety  students,  and,  in  a  short  time,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt,  if  suitable  buildings  were  erected,  the 
number  would  be  increased  to  one  huiidreil. 

The  expense  of  erecting  suitable  buildings  and  obtaining  the  necessary  apparatus  for  the  use  of  said 
school  is  greater  than  the  citizens  of  said  village  can  in  justice  to  themselves  incur.  We  would  remark  to 
your  honorable  body  that  the  situation  of  that  village  is  probably  better  calculated  for  at  least  a  primary 
seminary  of  learning  than  any  other  point  within  the  limits  of  our  State,  being  situated  on  a  beautil'ul 
and  elevated  point  of  the  Cumberland  mountain,  extending  itself  into  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  river, 
on  which  nature  has  exerted  her  skill  to  render  as  well  one  of  the  most  delightful  and  romantic  situations 
imaginable,  as  the  seat  of  health.  From  Uie  summit  of  the  point,  and  some  miles  around,  gush  a  variety 
of  medical  springs,  possessing  difi'erent  medical  qualities,  as  well  as  springs  of  the  purest  and  sweetest 
water.  It  is  adjoining  the  most  beautiful  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  some  of  the  most  flourishing  towns  in  said  valley.  Owing  to  its  having  been  selected  as  a  retreat 
from  the  diseases  incident  to  our  climate,  the  society  is  not  surpassed  by  that  of  Sny  connnunity  whatever. 
As  eilucation  should  be  peculiarly  cheri.shed  by  governments  like  oiirs,  and  as  "our  government  has  it 
lully  in  her  jjower  to  endow  an  indefinite  number  of  jirimary  schools,  without  the  least  injury  to  said  gov- 
ernment, by  making  dnnutions  of  land,  or  permitting  the  trustees  of  ditVercnt  institutions  to  enter  a  certain 
quantity  ot  laud  at  thi^  minimum  price,  we  would  therefore  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
your  houoralilc  body  the  propriety  of  making  a  donation  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  institution  of  the 
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soiillieast  quartoi-  of  section  (liirty-foiir,  township  four,  vangT  ten  west,  in  tlio  IFuntsvillo  land  ili.strict 
which  lies  ailjoining'  said  viUayc,  for  tlio  |iur|iiisf  of  crcctinj;-  thi'ii'uu  iIh'  ncccssaiy  liuiKlinj;-s  for  the  use; 
of  said  school;  which  (jnarlcr  section  is  cxticiiicly  sterile,  ami  nf  im  \aliic  cxceiil  fur  the  iinrpose  afoi'C- 
said.  AVc  would  also  respectfully  sul'iiiil  to  your  linnnialilc  hudy  Ihc  piopricU  i,\'  uiakiuj;-  a  further  dona- 
tion, or  permitting-  the  trustees  of  said  inst  il  ul  ion  lo  cnicr,  al  ihr  uiiiiiuiuui  |uii-c,  llic  fnllnwiuo-  dcsii'-nated 
lands,  which  lie  adjuiuini;-  s.iid  \illaj;-e:  'I'll.-  nnillicasi  .piarlcr  nf  {\\r  aloresaid  srclion,  nmslly  inouiitaiu- 
ous;  also  the  e.ist  hall'  of  llie  snutlieasl  ipuirter  of  seetiiiii  I weiity-seveu,  and  the  east  half  n'f  the  imrlh- 
east  quarter  of  said  seetinn  twenty-seven,  all  lying'  in  llic  afnn-said  townshi|i  and  range.  Alsn  an\-  other 
number  of  c[uarter  sections  of  land  lying  in  Franklin  county,  not  e.\cci'diug  liflci'n.  which  has  IrcVu  sohl 
and  reliunuished,  on  which  there  is  no  occupanl. 

Rcso/ced,  Ihcrefure,  hi/  /lie  gcnale  and  luniifc  of  irpr<:<cnl(illri'!;  of  the  Skde  of  Alahaina  in  general  assenihli/ 
convened,  That  our  senators  he,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  louse 
their  best  endeavors  to  ]ii-ocure  the  passagi'  of  a  law  embracing  the  objci't  of  the  forrgoing  memorial. 

And  be  it  further  rexolnuf  'I'hat  the  goverma-  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  reipiiicd  to  ibiward  one  co]iy  of 
the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  ('ongress. 

SA^IFEL  W.  OidVEl!,  ,S/,eafer  of  llie  llouxe  of  liepresentallvea. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS,  President  of  tlie  Senate. 


Approved  January  1:5,  1827. 


.TOIIX  MIIMMIY. 


Secrf.t.^uy  of  St.vte's  Offick,    Tuscaloosa,  Jonnari/  1  li,  18-27. 
I  do  i-ertifv  till-  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  co]iy  of  the  original  roll  on  tile  in  this  olliei-, 

JA.MKS  I.  TllOI.'XTUN. 


IOth  Coxgress.]  No.    572.  [2d  Session. 

FROM  THE  SURVEYOR  GENERAL  SOUTH  OF  TENNESSEE,  REL.VTIVE  TO  THE  DUTIES  OF 
THE  PRINCIPAL  DEPUTY  SURVEYOR  OF  THE  DISTRICT  EAST  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF 
NEW  ORLEANS. 

COMMFNIC.WED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RE1'HESEXT.\TIVES    FEBKU.\RY    S,    1827. 

SuuvEYou's   Office,   Washinr/ton,  jl/i'ss.,  Januarij  12,  1827. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  so  constantly  pressed  with  the  other  indisiiensable  duties  of  this  office  as  not 
to  have  been  able  to  reply  in  a  suitable  manner  to  your  polite  letter  of  the  12th  of  Septendjer  last,  as  I 
liave  been  constantly  and  an.xiously  desirous  of  doing-.  Ilaving  observed,  however,  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer of  the  19th  ultimo,  received  this  morning-,  the  resolution  sulinutted  bj'  you  on  the  preceding  day 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  beg  leave  to  answer,  in  part  and  in  haste,  the  (jueries  proposed  in  your 
letter  referred  to  above. 

In  doing  this  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  referrin,g  you  to  the  correspondence  generally  between 
this  office  and  the  Cxcneral  Land  Office;  from  which  it  will  appear  that,  in  consequence  of  instructions 
from  the  General  Land  Office,  I  had  been  compelled,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1824,  to  remove  from 
office  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  land  district  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  the  part  of 
the  country  to  which  your  resolution  is  supposed  to  refer,  and  that,  from  that  time  up  to  within  a  couple 
of  months  past,  everything  apiiertaining-  to  those  districts,  such  as  tield  notes,  maps,  records,  &c.,  was 
withheld  from  the  use  of  the  g-overnuient  by  Mr.  Silas  Dinsmore,  the  ex-principal  deputy.  This,  of  neces- 
sity, although  it  did  not  altogether  stop,  very  much  retarded  the  surveying-  business,  and  gave  a  perfect 
check  to  the  preparation  of  township  maps  for  the  use  of  the  g-overnment,  and  has,  to  my  great  regret  and 
mortification,  continued  up  to  this  moment  to  keep  honest  deputy  surveyors  out  of  their  hard-earned  com- 
pensations.— (See  the  Commissiiiner's  instructions  to  this  office  of  September  8,  1823,  and  of  April  1, 
1824.)  I  take  leave  to  enclose  to  you  a  list,  marked  A,  of  the  articles  lately  delivered  to  the  ju-esent 
deputy  surveyor  of  those  districts  by  Mr.  Dinsmore's  agent.  The  very  disordered  state  in  which  the  docu- 
ments were  found  may  be  inferred  from  the  disordered  manner  (jf  representing  them  i.m  the  list,  where 
they  appear  to  have  been  inserted  just  as  they  were  found. 

In  illustration  of  the  same  sul'iject,  I  enclose  traiiscriiits  of  several  letters  and  extracts  from  letters 
which  have  recently  passed  between  myself  and  Mr.  James  P.  Turner,  the  present  principal  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  marked  B;  and,  besides  the  general  reference  I 
have  made  to  the  correspondence  between  this  and  the  General  Land  Office,  I  beg  leave  to  rckv  j/articu- 
larhj  to  the  following  letters,  and  to  those  to  irhich  they  refer:  1824,  October  25  and  27;  November  8,  13, 
14,  and  15;  December  1,  17,  24,  and  31;  1825,  January  5  and  21,  and  February  1;  1820,  Juno  30. 

As  to  the  general  difficulties  of  this  office,  they  may  be  traced  almost  altogether  to  defects  in  the  laws. 
In  the  first  phicc,  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  18,  17'J6,  which  applies  to  tiiis  office,  the  books 
of  nnqis  of  the  surveys  of  public  lands  are  required  to  be  kept  in  the  surveyor's  office  for  public  inspec- 
tion. This  must  be  wrong.  The  surveyor's  office  should  be  considered  as  tlie  workshop  where  the  lands 
are  to  be  prepared  for  sale,  and  where  tlie  work  ought  to  lie  conducted  with  doors  closed  to  all  but  the 
deputy  surveyors  and  the  land  officers.  Mathematical  calculations  actually  require  some  thought,  which, 
under  the  existing-  laws,  is  constantly  interrupted  by  persons  calling  for  information  which  ought  to  be 
obtained  at  the  registers'  offices  only.  In  the  surveyors'  offices  the  maps,  descriptions,  and  every  other 
thing  appertaining  to  the  public  lands,  ought  and  are  intended  to  be  prepared  in  triplicates:  one  set  for 
the  register's  oftice,  one  tor  the  General  Land  OiKce.  and  the  third  to  be  retained  on  file;  and  whenever 
the  maps  and  descriptions  of  a  township  have  been   thus   prepared  and  distributed,  the  surveyors'  offices 
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sliould  have  nothing-  more  to  do  with  thcni.  The  registers  of  hind  oflices,  who  are  the  public  brokers  for 
tiio  sak'  of  hinds,  and  who  ought  to  be  good  surveyors,  sliould  lie  tiie  proper  persons  to  furnish  plats  to 
claimants,  for  which  they  should  be  allowed  to  charge  fees. 

This  office  is  daily  harassed  for  plats  of  lands  which  have  been  surveyed,  and  perhaps  plats  furnished 
twenty  veurs  ago;  anil  if  we  were  to  complain,  or  refuse  to  stop  otiier  business,  and  promptly  furnish 
them,  a  "complaint  would  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office,  from  which  I  should  be 
gravely  called  upon  to  defend  mvself  Yet,  after  more  than  two  years  passed  in  this  way,  I  remain  unin- 
formed of  the  views  of  the  government  upon  the  sub.ject,  although  1  have  earnestly  and  repeatedly  inquired 
whetiier  or  not  every  persoii  who  calls  for  a  plat,  eitiier  of  liis  own  or  of  his  neiglibor's  land,  is  entitled  to 
receive  it.  In  the  meanwhile,  a  large  proportion  ol'  the  time  of  the  office  is  consumed  in  this  way.  On 
this  subject  permit  mo  to -refer  you  to  my  letters  to  the  General  Land  Office  of  December  8,  16,  and  29, 
1S24,  and  of  .January  5,  1825. 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  aspect  of  which  the  subject  is  susceiitilile.  Owing  to  the  want  of  sufficient 
assistance  in  this  office,  the  necessary  plats  of  private  claims  in  the  old  Natcliez  settlement,  although 
lu-eteiuled  to  be  surveyed  twenty  years  ago,  never  were  furnished  to  the  proper  officers.  Hence  calls  for 
plats,  and  for  subdivisions  of  fractional  sections  for  relimiuishnient,  are  incessantly  made  upon  this  office, 
while  the  register  has  scarcely  any  duties  to  perform. 

But  what  is  still  worse,  and  which  has  been  repeatedly  demonstrated  to  the  Commissioner — the  want 
of  proper  assistance  rendered  it  necessary  originally  to  receive  and  pay  for  surveying,  without  examina- 
tiim,  afterwards  found  either  not' to  have  been  executed  at  all,  or  so  incorrectly  executed  as  to  be  of  no 
kind  of  use  to  tiie  ollice. — (See  my  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  June  30,  1826,  and  the  accompanying 
papers;  as,  also,  of  October  29,  November  24,  and  December  4  and  8,  last  past,  and  of  the  3d  and  5th 
instant.) 

1  have  already  shown,  partly  by  references  to  my  correspondence  with  the  General  Land  Office,  that 
the  preiiarations  of  the  township  maps  of  the  districts  formerly  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Silas 
Dinsmore  had  been  entirely  stopped  by  his  detention  for  about  two  years  of  the  field  notes,  maps,  records, 
&c.,  of  his  late  office.  This  was  not,  however,  the  whole  difficult}'.  Lands  cannot  be  prepared  for  sale 
until  the  surveys  and  the  township  maps  of  such  lands  are  completed  and  returued  to  the  General  Laud 
Office.  Nor  can  this  last  be  done  until  such  reasonable  time  may  have  been  had,  after  all  the  private 
claims  shall  have  been  ascertained,  adjusted,  and,  together  with  all  the  jiublic  lands  in  the  same  town- 
ships, surveyed,  as,  with  the  assistance  allowed  in  the  principal  deputy  surveyor's  office,*  may  enable 
him  to  prepare  and  return  those  township  maps. 

Other  difficulties  in  the  way  of  surveying  private  claims  in  the  district  north  of  Red  river,  and  which, 
of  course,  apply  to  most  of  Louisiana,  were  fully  explained  and  exemplified  in  a  letter  from  nie  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  March  10,  1826,  and  some  of  them  adverted  to  in  one  ot 
May  5,  1825,  and  again,  recently,  in  a  letter  from  me  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  3d  and  5th  instant.  They 
relate  to  imperfect  surveying  of  private  claims,  the  expenses  of  which  have  long  since  been  paid  by 
the  government,  and  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  copies  of  title  papers  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  deputies,  to  enable  them  to  survey  private  claims.  As  respects  the  obtaining  of  these  papers,  I  have 
heretofore  represented  to  the  government,  as  the  letters  referred  to  will  show,  that  I  have  no  means 
of  obtaining  them  but  by  purchase  at  my  own  jirivato  expense.  In  this  representation  there  is 
nothing  lictitious.  The  olistruction  to  the  surveying  business  from  this  cause  is  .so  great,  and  otherwise 
insurmountable,  that  nothing  but  an  act  of  Congress  is  likely  to  efl'ectually  remove  it.  I  scarcely  need 
say  more  on  this  subject,  in  addition  to  the  reference  I  have  made  to  letters,  than  refer  you  to  the  acts  of 
Congress  of  April  12  and  18,  1814,  the  reading  of  which  always  reminds  one  of  the  figure  of  rendering 
darkness  visible. 

I  shall,  in  haste,  conclude  this  letter  by  a  kind  of  synopsis  of  what  I  have  attempted  to  show: 

1.  The  want  of  proper  assistance  in  this  office  has  always  been  such  as,  of  necessity,  to  compel  the 
omission  of  its  most  important  duties.  Until  I  came  into  it,  plans  were  formed,  and,  as  far  as  pos.sible, 
reduced  to  practice,  to  compel  the  deputy  surveyors  to  return  their  work  in  such  a  state  as  to  relieve  the 
clerks  of  most  of  the  labor  strictly  belonging  to  the  duties  of  the  office;  but  which  plans  had  then  recently 
been  decided  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to  be  contrary  to  law. 

2.  That  decision,  together  with  the  minute  subdivisions  of  the  public  lands  in  preparing  them  for 
sale  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  April  24,  1820,  has  increased  the  original  duties  of  this  office,  which,  as 
I  have  stated  above,  have  been  heretofore  for  the  most  part  omitted,  at  least  tenfold,  and  now,  therefore, 
are  such  as  to  require  one  clerk  Ibr  each  deputy  surveyor  emploj^ed  in  this  State,  and  in  the  district  north 
of  Red  river  in  Louisiana.  The  same  necessity  for  additional  assistance  exists  in  a  considerable  degree 
in  the  offices  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyors. 

3.  When  I  took  charge  of  this  office,  in  the  summer  of  1824,  the  surveying  business  had  been  pro- 
gressing in  this  State  twenty-one  years,  and  in  Louisiana  eighteen  years;  and  yet  there  had  not  then  been 
one  single  township  map  containing  private  confirmed  claims  in  Louisiana  returned  to  the  General  Land 
Office  in  a  fit  state  for  the  issuing  of  patents,  (see  the  Commissioner's  letter  of  December  31,  1823,  to  my 
immediate  predecessor,  Mr.  Wailes;)  and  all  the  township  maps  of  a  similar  description,  that  is,  containing 
private  claims  belonging  to  this  State,  had  been  returned,  and  were  then  here,  for,  I  believe,  a  third  time, 
for  correction.  And  all  this,  permit  me  to  repeat,  had  been  chiefly  owing  to  the  defects  in,  and  to  the  inap- 
plicaljility  of,  the  land  laws  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  purport  to  have  been  made;  and  which  laws 
cannot  now  be  read  by  any  iiidillereiit  person  acquainted  with  those  facts  with  anything  like  a  respectful 
gravitj'  of  muscle. 

4.  As  inost  of  the  genuine  jn-ivate  claims  in  Louisiana  have  been  long  since  surveyed,  the  surve3Tng 
expenses  paid  by  tin-  government,  and  the  plats,  many  of  them  calculated  geometrically  and  unapproved, 
lying  iu  this  office,  (see  my  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  March  10,  1820,)  without  aiiy  reference  to  the 
townships  in  which  they  are  situated,  the  labor  remaining  to  be  jierformed,  with  the  exception  of  what 
relates  to  the  few  township  maps  returned  by  myself,  will  be,  if  not  greater,  at  least  equal  to  what  it 
would  be  if  the  business  were  but  now  commeuciug  in  that  State.  This  is  also  owing  to  defects  in  the 
laws  to  the  original  mal-organi/.ation  of  the  surveying  business,  and  to  the  injudicious  execution  of  the 
instructions  iiom  the  treasury  in  the  first  instance,  occasioning  the  private  claims,  even,  in  some  cases, 
previous  to  their  being  confirmed,  to  be  surveyed  promiscuously  all  over  the  State,  before  the  country  had 
been  laid  olf  into  townships;  and  afterwards  causing  the  townships  to  be  laid  oil',  and,  in  some  instances, 

"  See  note  at  the  cud  of  this  letter. 
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subdivided  into  rcg-uluv  siiiuire  sections,  witlinut  iiny  regard  to  or  nntiee  being-  talven  of  llii'ir  eonnexioiis 
with  tlio  claim  lines. 

5.  Tlic  inutility  of  tin;  otlices  of  the  luineipal  de|iuty  surveyors  upon  the  exist ing  plan  is  so  glar- 
ing'ly  palpable  as  scarcely  to  reciuire  any  additional  remark  upon  the  sulijcet.  'i'liey  aic  allowed  salaries 
which  arc  believed  to  be  barely  sullicient  to  pay  board  and  oHico  rml.  It  is  true  that  tlicy  are  allowed 
fees  also  for  examining'  and  rei'ording-;  hut,  as  these  fees  are  nut  payalilr  until  allir  the  iceordin*  is 
actually  done,  and  as  it  would  re(|uire  the  assistance  of  several  clerks  in  I'aeh  of  thr  principal  deputies' 
offices,  as  will  be  nuide  apparent  in  the  subjoined  note,  to  ])erforni  the  other  duties  of  those  ulliees  cxrlu- 
sive  of  the  recording',  those  fees  are  much  worse  than  being-  merely  iMnninal.  They  are  ealeuhiteil  to 
operate  with  a  force  proportionable  to  their  mag-nitudi-,  as  a  constant  teuiplaliim  In  a  ileiclieii r  viola- 
tion of  duty.  Thus,  if  they  examine  an  inctirrevt  survey  and  reject  it,  they,  nf  course,  dn  nnl  record  il,  and 
thcrelbre  can  get  no  fees;  while  for  examining-,  y;('(.-:.vu((/,  and  reci>rding-  tin-  .wHic  incurnrf  survey,  ihey  are 
entitled  to  fees.  That  this  constant  temptation  olfered  to  the  principal  deputy  surveyors  by  the  law  ilself 
should  by  degrees  and  almost  insensibly  imjiair  their  integrity,  would  be  no  more  surprising  than  that 
the  hardest  nuu-ble  will,  as  is  well  known,  yield  to  the  incessant  attrition  of  mere  drops  of  water.  One 
of  them  has  been  known  to  neglect  his  other  duties,  and  to  employ  liimself  agreeably  to  law,  loo,  in 
locating  and  surveying  in  person,  as  has  been  verbally,  though  not  ollicially,  stated  to  me,  and  for  high 
fees,  late  contirmed  private  claims;  and  another,  in  making-  plats  for  individuals  while  the  preparation 
of  the  township  nnips  of  the  same  lands  have  been  entirely  neg-lected.  Yet  the  defects  in  the  laws  jilact! 
the  government  entirelj'  at  the  mercy  of  this  class  of  oflieers,  as  they  can  neither  icsign  nor  be  removed, 
without  giving  g-reat  embarrassment  to  this  ofKce,  and  through  it  to  the  g-o\ernment ;  which,  in  aildilion 
to  the  causes  I  have  mentioned,  is  greatly  increased  by  the  want  of  an  allowance  for  olliei'  rent.  A  recent 
occurrence  of  this  kind  has  given  rise  to  the  following-  question,  which  I  proposed  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  in  a  letter  dated  the  5th  instant: 

"If  a  principal  deputy  surveyor  resign,  and  I  should  be  unable  to  persuade  any  lit  ]ierson  to  relieve 
him,  what  must  be  done  with  the  public  documents  in  his  possession,  and  who  pays  the  office  rent  during- 
the  vacancy?" 

6.  For  another  difficulty  arising  from  the  perfect  worthlessncss  tii  the  incumbent  of  tlie  office  of  a 
principal  deputy  survev-or,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  last  extract  in  the  enclosed  paper,  marked  B, 
and  to  remark  that,  if  my  observations  of  nearly  half  a  centurj-  upon  persons  in  and  out  of  othce  have 
not  deceived  me,  the  integrity  of  most  men  is  the  better  of  being  projiped;  and  the  best  pro])  for  the 
integrity  of  an  oftiec,  where  a  prop  is  at  all  wanted,  is  to  make  the  oliice  worth  the  holding;  for  should  it 
fail  to  have  the  desired  ctlect  in  this  way,  it  will  enable  the  government  to  till  vacancies  with  honest  men. 
The  situations  both  of  principal  and  other  deputy  surveyors  in  the  present  stage  of  the  surveying  business 
under  my  superintendence  and  under  the  existing  laws  are  altogether  unworthy  the  acceptance  of  men 
properly  qualitied  for  them.  Under  those  palpable  circumstances,  how  can  the  head  of  this  office  get  on 
with  business. — (See  ray  letter  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Cook,  and  those  to  which  it  refers,  a  copy  of  which 
was  enclosed  to  the  Commissioner  with  my  letter  of  June  30,  l!S26.) 

1.  For  a  considerable  portion  of  the  contracts  lately  taken  for  surveying-,  the  contractors  were  induced 
to  enter  into  them  from  the  hope  of  an  augmentation  of  the  price  of  surveying,  without  which,  if  the^y  do 
their  duty  faithfully,  they  will  be  utterly  ruined. 

I  enclose  you  ilie  co[iy  <  f  a  letter  dated  October  11,  lS2ii,  to  Gales  &  Seaton,  the  receipt  of  which 
has  not  yet  been  acknowledged.  It  presents,  somewhat  brietiy,  stime  of  the  difficulties  (jf  this  (jffice, 
which  I  was  desirous  of  presenting-  to  Congress  through  the  medium  of  the  National  Intellig-eucer,  in 
which,  however,  I  have  failed. 

I  am,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  WiLLi.ui  IIaile,  cif  the  House  of  Eejiretiodativeg,  Wasliimjloii  Cittj. 


G.  B.YYIS,  Surveyor,  dv. 


Note  referred  to. 

One  man,  the  principial  deinity  himself,  who  is  allowed  no  clerk,  to  about  300  townships,  within  the 
districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  including-  a  part  of  Alabama.  Those  townships,  or  such  of 
them  as  contain  either  private  confirmed  claims,  or  traverses  of  navigable  streams  or  lakes,  will  require  at 
least  one  month  each  in  the  preparation.  Thus  the  surveys  of  the  private  claims  have  first  to  be  examined 
as  to  their  accuracy,  and  their  areas  calculated;  the  rough  township  map  has  then  to  be  made,  and  the 
private  claims  carefully  adjusted  to  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  interspersed  among  them;  the  length 
of  all  the  lines  of  the  fractional  sections,  much  of  which  to  be  obtained  no  doubt  by  calculation,  to  be 
marked  on  them,  their  areas  calculated,  and  afterwards  subdivided  for  sale,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  April  24,  1S20;  three  neat  maps  and  descriptions  are  then  to  be  made  and  sent  off — • 
one  set  to  the  register;  another,  I  should  suppose,  to  this  office:  and  a  third  to  the  General  Land  (Office; 
and  lastly,  the  whole  has  to  be  recorded.  For  I  hold  it  to  be  an  unqu(>stionable  principle,  that  i\ny  record- 
ing- which  may  have  been  done  of  a  township  survey,  in  anticipation  of  the  confirmations,  surveys,  and 
returns  of  the  private  claims  contained  in  it,  has  not  only  been  a  waste  of  time  and  of  labor,  but  the 
money  paid  for  such  premature  recording-  has  been  a  fraud  upon  the  government.  On  this  subject  I  beg- 
leave  to  refer  you  particularly  to  a  letter  from  me  to  the  CV)mmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  of 
May^o,  1825,  enclosing  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Silas  Dinsmore's  successor  in  office. 

I  find  I  have  not  time  to  copy  the  papers  referred  to  in  this  letter,  marked  A  and  B.  Tliey  will  be 
sent  in  a  few  days  to  the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  request  that  thej-  shall,  with  other  papers  referred  to, 
be  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  the  honorable  Mr.  IIaile. 

G.  DAVIS. 
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19th  Congress."!  ^0.   573.  [2d  Session. 

SALE    OF    S  A  L I  X  E  S    I  N    ILLINOIS. 

CDMMUXICATKII    Ti>    THE    HOUSE    OF    REI'RESENT.VTIVES    FEBRUARY    10,    182T. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  tlio  CcMiiinittce  on  I'liiilic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  memorial  (see  No.  563)  of  tlie 
leR-isluture  of  tlie  State  of  Illinois,  praying-  that  the  State  may  be  allowed  to  sell  and  convey  certain 
portions  of  the  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  and  granted  to  that  State,  reported: 

That  as  early  as  May  18,  IVOfJ,  when  Congress  were  legislating  iu  reference  to  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  northwestern  territory,  provisions  were  made  by  law  for  the  reservation  from  sale  of  all  salt 
springs,  together  with  the  m:lion  of  land  on  which  such  spring  was  situated,  and  to  be 'retained  for  the 
I'liture  disjiosal  of  the  United  States.  After  the  State  of  Ohio  was  taken  from  the  Northwest  Territory  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1802,  Congress  again  legitilated  on  the  same  subject.  By  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  26,  1804,  three  land  offices  were  establislied  in  what  was  then  called  the  Indiana  Territory — one  at 
Detroit,  one  at  Vincennes,  and  one  at  Kaskaskia.  By  the  si.xth  section  of  this  law  all  the  salt  springs 
within  the  Indiana  Territorj'  wi're  reserved  from  sale,  and  the  principle  of  reservation  was  extended  to  as 
many  contiguous  sections  for  the  support  of  each  salt  spring  as  should  be  deemed  necessary  by  the 
I'resident  of  the  Linited  States,  and  to  be  retained  for  the  future  disposal  of  Congress.  On  February  21, 
LSI 2,  a  law  was  passed  dividing  the  Kaskaskia  land  district,  and  creating  out  of  the  same  the  district  of 
Shawneetown,  within  the  limits  of  which  last  district  is  situated  what  is  called  the  Wabash  or  Ohio  saline. 
By  this  law  of  1812  the  President  was  authorized  to  reserve  from  sale,  for  the  use  and  support  of  this 
saline,  a  tract  of  land  of  not  less  than  si.\  miles  square.  It  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee, 
by  documents  from  the  General  Land  Office,  that,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  1812,  there  was  set 
apart  and  reserved  from  sale,  in  the  year  1816,  ninety-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  iifty-six  acres  and 
seventy-nine  lunulredths  (96, 756. 10)  of  land  for  the  use  and  support  of  tliis  particular  saline.  In  the  act 
of  Congress  of  April  18,  1818,  by  which  the  people  of  Illinois  were  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  it  is  provided  that  "  all  salt  springs  within  such  State,  and  the  lands  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  same,  shall  be  granted  to  the  said  State  for  the  use  of  the  said  State,  and  the  same  to  be  used 
under  such  terms  and  conditions  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  of  said  State  shall  direct:  Provided, 
That  the  legislature  shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  j'ears  at  any  one  time." 
Uniler  this  grant  the  State  of  Illinois  claims  all  the  salt  springs  in  the  State,  together  with  all  the  lands 
which  have  been  reserved  for  their  use  and  support  before  her  admission  into  the  Union,  and  also  all  the 
lands  which  have  been  reserved  for  the  use  and  support  of  salines  within  the  State  since  her  admission 
into  the  Union,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  reserved.  The  amount  of  land  claimed  by  the  State  of  Illinois 
at  tliis  time  is  two  hundred  and  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  and  thirty-three  hundredths, 
(206,856.33,)  of  which  quantity  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  only  181,256.33  acres  were  reserved  and 
set  apart  for  the  use  and  support  of  salines  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  April  18,  1818,  on  the  admission 
of  that  State  into  the  Union.  The  conunittee  are  not  prepared  to  decide  whether  all  the  reservations  made 
by  the  government  in  the  State  of  Illinois  for  saline  purposes  since  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  or  which  shall  be  made  from  time  to  time  as  salines  are  discovered  and  reservations  made,  pass 
by  the  grant,  or  vest  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  18,  1818.  The 
construction  of  the  act  of  1818,  and  the  extent  of  the  grant  made  by  it,  wliether  prospective  or  not,  may 
be  a  (question  for  judicial  investigation.  The  committee  will  only  say,  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  that, 
if  Congress  intended  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1818,  not  only  to  the  reservations  then  made, 
but  pruspectivel}'  to  all  reservations  that  should  thereafter  be  made  for  tlie  use  and  support  of  salines  in 
lUincjis,  they  have  manifested  a  spirit  of  liberality  in  relation  to  Illinois  not  manifested  in  relation  to  any 
other  State,  and  have  vested  in  another  branch  of  the  government  a  discretionary  power  to  give  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  millions  of  acres  of  lands  under  the  pretext  that  they  are  necessarj'  for  the  use  and  support 
of  salines  within  the  State.  The  committee  have  looked  lor  analogous  cases  in  the  acts  of  April  30,  1802, 
Ajn-il  19,  1816,  and  the  act  of  March  0,  1820,  authorizing  the  peoi>le  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Missouri  to 
form  constitutidus  and  State  governments,  and  prdviding  for  their  admission  into  the  LTnion  as  States.  In 
all  those  acts  of  Congress  referred  to,  the  committee  find  tlie  grants  made  are  specific,  either  as  to  the  number 
of  salines  granted,  and  the  land  that  shall  be  granted  for  the  use  and  support  of  each,  or  by  limiting  the 
whole  quantity  of  land  that  should,  in  any  event,  be  given  to  the  State.  The  case  of  Illinois  is  difi'erent 
from  all  others,  being  indefinite  both  in  time  and  quantity.  So  far  as  regards  the  reservations  of  land  for 
the  use  and  support  of  salines  in  the  district  of  Shawneetown,  it  appears  to  the  committee  they  were  made 
in  1816,  before  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Illinois  into  the  Union,  and  the  committee  have  no  doubt 
vested  in  the  State  by  the  act  of  April  18,  1818.  The  State  of  Ohio  was  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  December  28,  1824,  to  sell  the  whole  of  the  salines  and  reserved  lands  granted  to  her  by  the  act  of  April 
30,  1802.  The  State  of  Illinois  asks  to  be  permitted  to  sell  thirty  thousand  acres,  (30,000,)  beingapartof 
the  96,756.99  of  the  lands  reserved  in  1816  for  the  use  and  support  of  what  is  called  the  Ohio  or  Wabash 
saline  reservation,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  and  objects  of  internal 
improvement.  The  committee  see  no  reason  why  the  same  privilege  which  was  granted  to  the  State  of 
Ohio  should  not  be  accorded  to  the  State  .of  Illinois,  so  far  as  the  title  to  the  lands  prayed  to  be  disposed 
of  is  clear  of  doubt,  leaving  the  question  in  relation  to  the  Vermilion  saline,  and  lands  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  same,  for  future  investigation.     The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill. 


To  the  honorahir  thr  Scna/c  and  House  of  RejwesentaiivPii  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assevMed : 

The  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respectfully  represents:  That  there  is 
imjiosed  by  the  I'liited  States  a  restriction  on  this  State  that  prevents  the  State  from  selling  any  part  of 
the  land  reserved  Inr  tlie  use  of  salines  in  this  State,  although  some  of  these  reserved  lands  are  entirely 
useless  for  the  ]iurpuse   of  manufacturing  salt.     It   is  found  by  experience  that  much  of  said  land  is  not, 
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nor  will  it  bo  liorcaftcr,  used  fov  the  Dris'iliul  dbjcct  of  the  tloiKitioii.  'i'licro  is  iliscovcrcil  in  the  iici^-lilmr- 
liood  of  the  Ohio  siiliiio  inexhiuistililf  ([Uiintitics  of  stonocoul,  which  will  .serve  in  the  jihice  oi'  wood  in  Ihe 
making  of  salt;  and,  likewise,  there  has  recently  been  discovered  at,  tiie  Verniili(.ti  saline  stonecoal  in 
great  quantities,  so  that  the  woodland  reserved  for  the  use  of  that  saline  will  likewise  lieconie  useless  in 
the  inanufactin-e  of  salt.  Some  part  of  the  land  n^served  for  the  use  nf  the  Oliio  s:iline  is  at  sn  icujote  a 
distance  from  said  saline  that  it  is  useless  for  the  original  donation.  And,  as  the  I'eserved  land  cannot  be 
ini[)roved  or  cultivated,  tlu'  farmers  an"  ]U'evcnte(l  from  settling  thereon,  so  that  tlie  necessary  provisions 
for  said  works  are  thereby  more  dillicult  to  be  ]n-ocin-ed.  Therefore,  as  some  jiart  of  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  those  salines  has  become  useless  for  tlie  benevolent  object  of  the  original  donal  ion,  vour 
memorialists  respectfully  re(pu'st  that  the  consent  of  the  Cnited  States  may  be  given  tliis  State  to  enable 
her  to  sell  some  part  of  sai<l  reserved  land  which  may  be  at  the  greati-st  distance  from  said  salim  s.  uml 
such  other  portions  of  the  lands  lying  on  the  Saline  creek,  I'or  the  erei-ticui  of  water-works,  as  will  iio| 
interfere  with  the  manufacture  of  salt,  and  as  may  be  necessary  to  improve  the  na\ig:ilioii  .if  saiil  creek 
for  the  jiurpose  of  internal  improvements  of  the  country,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  pcnilentiarw 

The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Saline  creek  is  necessary  to  adxance  the  real  interests  of 
the  people  in  relation  to  the  Ohio  saline.  Salt,  by  some  improvement  on  said  creek,  ma\  b<'  the  easier 
conveyed  away  from  said  works  to  the  Ohio  river.  Some  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  lands 
ought,  in  justice  to  that  part  of  the  country,  to  be  applied  to  ini|iro\-e  the  na\-igatioii  (.f  the  (licat  and 
Little  Wal>ash  rivers;  and,  likewise,  smne  of  tli<'  money  raised  from  the  sale  of  thi'  said  lands  ought  t(j  be 
applied  to  the  humane  and  benevolent  purpose  of  erecting  a  penitentiary. 

Therefore  your  memorialists  jiray  your  honorable  bodies  to  pass  a  law  enabling  this  Stale  to  sell 
thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  reserved  f(U-  the  Ohio  saline,  and  ten  tlivjusand  acres  of  the  Vermilion  saline 
reserve,  for  the  purpose  of  ilnp^^ving  the  navigation  of  the  Saline  creek  and  the  (ireat  ami  Little  Wabash 
rivers,  and  tor  a  penitentiary,  and  for  other  internal  improvements,  the  peojile  of  the  State  ol'  Illinois,  by 
their  representatives  iu  general  assembly  convened,  hereby  giving  their  full  and  free  assent  thereto. 

J.    McLE.VX,  SjH'aler  of  the  Ilorise  of  lli-jinveiitaliveg. 
\X  I L  L I A  .M  K I X  X  E  Y,  Spi-ahr  vf  th  e  S<  ■/<  atf. 

Yanthlia,  Illi)tiii.<,  Scrrcfart/'s  0[fvr^  Jainiani  ("i,  IS'27. 
I,  George  Forqucr,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  true  copy  of  the  original  memorial  enrolled  in  my  ollice. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  allLxed  the  seal  of  the  said  State  of  Illinois, 
at  Vandalia,  January  6,  1827. 

GEORGE  F0I;QUER. 


TitE.isrRY  DEr.vRTSiF.XT,  GrncraJ  Laml  Offirr,  Frhmnn/  1,  1S27. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  statement  will  show,  agreeably  to  the  ivmiucsI  of  your  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  the  amount  of  reservations  for  salines  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois  to  have  bee?i  177,224.45  acres  in 
the  district  of  Shawneetown,  as  reported  by  Thomas  Sloo,  esq.,  the  register  of  the  land  olllee,  Xovenibi'r 
1,  1816. 

In  relation  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  selections  for  salines  on  the  Vermilion  river,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  I  have  to  advise  you  that  forty  sections  have  been  select<'d  for  that  oliject. 

Paper  marked  A  is  a  letter  from  josiah  Meigs,  esq.,  to  the  President  of  the  I'rnted  States,  suggesting 
the  reservation  of  certain  lands,  situate  in  the  Palestine  district,  strongly  indicative  of  saline  properties. 
On  this  letter  is  endorsed  the  a]i]iroval  liy  Mr.  Monroe  of  the  proposed  reservation. 

Pa]ier  marked  H  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Palestine,  d.ated  X'ovem- 
ber  8,  1822,  containing  the  designation  of  the  selecti<ins  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing,  on  which  is  written 
a  copy  of  the  approval  by  Mr.  Adams. 

Paper  marked  U  is  a  copy  ot  a  letter  to  Mr.  Coles,  governor  of  Illinois,  dated  March  30,  ls2.">,  trans- 
mitting a  certificate  of  the  lands  reserved  for  the  .salines  on  Vermilion  river. 

Paper  marked  D  is  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  reservations  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing'. 

Ilei'ewith  are  transmitted  a  general  plat  of  the  reservations  for  salt  springs  in  the  district  of  Shaw- 
neetown, and  a  particular  plat  of  the  reservations  for  the  Wabash  saline. 

I  have  to  observe  that  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Shawneetown  has  erroneously  sold  some  of 
the  tracts  designated  to  be  reserved  in  his  n'port  of  Xovember,  1816,  before  referred  to;  bul.  as  it  would 
occasion  too  much  delay  to  sufier  this  answer  to  await  the  result  of  an  investigation  as  to  the  particular 
sections  and  parts  of  sections  so  erroneously  sold,  the  quantity  is  not  now  given. 

I  will  thank  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  return  the  two  plats  herewith  traiismitti'd  when  your 
purpose  is  answered. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  vinir  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  D.\NiEL  P.  Cook,  IRmsr  of  Bi'pre.<rnfalici'.''. 


TnE.\.*rRY  Perartmen't,  Genrriil  Land  (>lJir<%  Amjnst  S,  Isi;^. 

Sir:  I  havi:  the  hi'Uor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  ]n'0)>riety  of  resei'ving  from  sale,  for  the 
use  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  certain  lands,  situate  in  the  ilistrict  of  lands  oU'ered  for  sale  at  I'.ilestiiie,  in 
that  State,  which  are  strongly  indicative  of  saline  limperties.  At  the  suggestion  of  Oovernor  Pond,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directed  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  lands  on  Vermilion  creek,  ii]  the 
district  of  Palestine,  by  Thomas  Cox,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Vandalia.  for  the  ]iur]iose  of  ascertaining- 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  salines  stated  ti.i  exist  in  that  section  of  country.  A  <-epy  (jf  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  Cox,  and  of  his  report,  are  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
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the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Palestine,  sugnresting  the  propriety  of  making  the  reserves  prior  to  the 
publiAales  in  that  section  of  the  district,  which  will  take  place  in  November  next.  At  the  period  when 
Mr  Cox  made  hi.s  report,  the  lands  in  that  part  of  the  district  where  the  salt  springs  are  situate  were  not 
surveyed,  consequently  thev  could  not  then  be  designated  sectionally.  Should  you  think  proper  to 
authorize  a  reservation  to  the  extent  suggested  by  Mr.  Cox—),  c,  "for  two  miles  on  each  side  of  Vermilion 
creek,  about  ten  miles  in  length,  and  extending  six  miles  below  Blackman's  wells"— the  register  will  be 
instructed  to  designate  the  reservation  by  section,  township,  and  range,  as  the  lands  have  since  been 
surveyed. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  greatest  respect, 

'  JOSIAH  MEIGS. 

The  I'liE.siDEXT  o/'//iC  United  Slates. 

The  reservation  ijroposed  is  approved. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


B. 

Eegister's  Office,  Palesline,  Illinois,  November  8,  1822. 

Sik:  Agreeable  to  instructions  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  bearing  date 
August  12,  li522.  by  whicli  I  was  ordered  to  reserve  from  sale  forty  sections  of  land  lying  on  the  Big 
Vermilion  river,  including  the  salines  on  said  river,  I  was  directed  to  make  the  reservation  four  miles  in 
breadth  and  ten  miles  in  length,  making  the  river,  as  near  as  possible,  the  centre.  I  discovered  that  the 
saline  was  within  a  half  a  mile  of  the  forks  of  the  river.  As  my  instructions  did  not  direct  on  which 
branch  of  the  river,  to  make  the  reserve,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  go  to  the  salines  and  examine  both 
branches  of  the  river  and  ascertain  on  which  of  the  two  branches  it  would  be  the  most  advisable  to  make 
the  reserve.  My  instructions  were  to  run  six  miles  below  and  four  miles  above  Blackman's  wells.  No 
doubt  that  Mr.  Cox  (when  he  recommended  the  reserve  to  be  made  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  hi.s 
letter)  believed,  from  the  best  information  he  could  obtain  at  that  time,  that  to  run  six  miles  below  and 
four  miles  above  Blackman's  wells  would  be  the  most  advantageous  to  the  State.  Had  Mr.  Cox  have 
gone  over  the  land,  as  I  have  done,  I  am  confident  he  would  have  recommended  the  reserve  to  have  been 
made  six  miles  up  the  river  and  four  miles  below  the  wells.  The  land  six  miles  up  the  river  is  heavy 
timbered  generall}-,  and  the  soil  uot  good,  which  will  prevent  it  from  being  sold  by  government  for 
many  years,  yet  it  is  more  valuable  for  the  use  of  the  salines  than  the  land  below.  The  land  below  is 
mucli  more  prairie  and  better  soil,  and  will  undoubted!}'  sell  as  soon  as  a  sale  shall  be  made  for  that  range 
of  townships,  (which  is  range  11.)  I  conclude,  from  a  full  examination  of  the  land  ordered  to  be  reserved, 
and  the  lands  two  miles  above  the  limits  recommended  by  Mr.  Cox,  that  it  would  be  much  more  to  the 
interest  of  the  State  to  run  but  four  miles  down  tlie  river,  below  Blackman's  wells,  and  six  miles  above. 
I  consider  that  it  would  be  a  considerable  advantage  to  both  the  United  States  and  this  State  to  make 
the  reserve  six  miles  above  and  four  miles  below  the  west  side  of  section  16,  on  which  the  salines  are 
situated.  The  lands  up  the  river  were  oifered  for  sale  as  directed,  but  did  not  any  of  it  sell.  As  I  am 
confident  it  will  bo  more  for  the  interest  of  both  parties  to  make  the  reserve  different  from  that  laid  down 
by  Mr  Cox,  1  have  taken  the  liberty  to  recommend  the  propriety  of  making  the  following  reservation: 
In  township  No.  19  north,  range  No.  12  west,  sections  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  16,  17,  18, 
19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  26,  27,  29,  30,  and  31;  in  township  No.  19  north,  range  No.  13  west,  13,  14,  15,  21, 
22,  23,  24,  25,  2G,  27,  28,  34,  35,  and  36;  section  No.  28,  in  township  No.  19  north,  range  No.  12  west,  I 
have  selected,  by  the  request  of  Governor  Bond,  for  the  use  of  schools,  in  lieu  of  section  16,  claimed  by  the 
State.  The  distance  to  the  salines,  as  the  road  goes  at  this  time,  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles.  I 
was  six  days  going  and  returning  and  eight  days  employed  in  examining  the  lands — in  all  fourteen  daj'S. 
Whatever  compensation  maj'  be  allowed  me  you  will  please  to  inform  me  through  what  channel  I  am  to 
receive  it.  Should  it  belong  to  your  department,  you  will  please  to  take  such  measures  as  will  procure 
me  an  order  on  the  receiver  at  this  place.  I  am  confident  that  this  State  will  be  pleased  with  the  change 
recommended;  but  should  it  be  necessary  to  have  the  reserve  made  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  Cox,  you  will 
please  to  direct  accordingly.  I  have  the  land  selected  as  I  was  directed. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOSEPH  KITCHELL,  Begisler. 

JosiAH  Meigs,  Commiasioncr  cf  the  General  Land  Office. 

Approved  March  20,  1825.  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 


C. 

■   General  Land  Office,  ilarch  30,  1825. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  May  26,  1824,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  having  been  referred 
to  this  office,  1  iKJW,  in  compliance  with  the  request  therein  contained,  forward  you  an  official  statement 
of  the  land  selected  and  designated  by  the  President  for  the  use  of  the  saline  of  the  Vermilion  river,  and 
of  the  section  substituted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  lieu  of  section  28,  19  N.  12  W. 
AVitli  great  respect,  &c. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
Edward  Coles,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Illinois,  Vandalia. 
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Theasiuy  I)Ki'.utTMi:s-T,  (iciiiTd!  I.di-jl  "//(,■,•,  Miin/i  2t'i,  1X25. 
It  is  lipi-chy  cortifiiMi  that,  under  tlio  provisicins  of  the  scc-ond  |>ro|iosition  of  tlio  sixih  scclinn  ..f  the 
act  of  till'  CoiijiToss  of  till'  rnitcil  States  approved  oil  the  I.Sth  day  nt'  April,  A,  11.  ]s|s,  enlillcd  ■•.\n  act 
to  enable  the  peo[ili,'  of  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  eonstitntion  and'State  ,i^-overiiiiieiit,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footin.;;-  with  the  ori^^-inal  States,"  wherehv  it  is  proviiled  ■■  ihat 
allsalt  sprino-s  within  such  State,  and  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same,  shall  lie  f>-ranted  to  llic 
said  State,  and  the  same  to  be  used,  under  such  terms,  ei.mlilions,  and  re<;-ulations  as  the  lef;-islatuiv  ..f 
the  said  State  shall  direct:  Frovided,  The  leg-islature  shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  lonj^er  period 
than  ten  years  at  any  one  time,"  there  have  lieen  selected  the  followiiii;-  describe.!  sections  of  land  lor  the 
use  of  the  saline  of  the  Bi<j:  Vermilion  river,  in  the  district  of  lands  oll'ered  for  sale  at  Palestine,  viz:  In  town- 
ship number  nineteen  north,  of  range  number  twelve  west,  sections  nnmbered  ,,ne,  two,  ihiee,  Imir,  seven, 
eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  eighteen,  nineteen,  twentv.  twentv- 
one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  twenty-four,  twenty-six,  twenty-seven,  twenty-iiiiu>,  thirty,  and  thirl v-i.n'c. 
In  township  number  nineteen  north,  of  range  number  thirte'eii  west,  the  loUowing  sections  have'  l.ei'n 
selected,  viz:  sections  numbered  thirteen,  fourteen,  lifteen,  twenty-one,  twenty-two,  twenlv-thrc'i',  twentv- 
four,  twenty-five,  twenty-six.  twenty-seven,  twenty-eight,  tliirty-lour,  thirty-five,  and  thirtv-six;  and  it  "is 
hereliy  certified  that  the  said  sections  of  hmd  are  reserved  for  the  imrposes  mentioned,  by  the  aiith.iritv  cf 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  lurther  certified  that,  in  lieu  of  section  number  sixteen,  in  township  number  nineteen  north,  of 
range  number  twelve  west,  there  has  been  selected  and  substituted  section  nninlu'r  twenty-eiuht,  situate 
in  the  same  township  and  range,  to  be  ajipropriated  to  the  use  of  schools,  agreeafily  to  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  Ge.u'ge  Gr.ahani,  Commissioner  of  the  (Jeneral  Land  Oflice,  have  hereto  sub- 
scribed my  name,  and  caused  to  be  afHxed  the  seal  of  said  oflice,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  day  ami 
year  above  written.  "  .-       >  . 

OEORGE  (iKAlIAM, 

Commir<>tto»f)-  af  tin'  General  Land  Office. 


Tre.vsvrv  Deiurtme.vt,  General  Land  Office,  February  8,  182(5. 

Sir:  Your  letter  calling  for  information  respecting  the  saline  reservatiims  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
inquires: 

1st.  "  When  was  the  reservation  made  for  the  Ohio  or  Wabasli  salines  ?'' 

To  which  I  answer  that  the  report  of  the  commissioners  on  file  in  this  ofSce  is  dated  July  2,  1814, 
which  was  made  agreeably  to  instructions  from  Edward  Tiffin,  esq.,  then  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  dated  April  22,  1814,  a  copy  of  wdiich  is  herewith  transmitted.  This  report  relates  to  what 
is  styled  the  Gieat  Ohio  and  ^\'abash  reservation.  The  remainder  of  the  selections  were  made  by  Thomas 
Sloo,  esq.,  register  of  the  land  office  of  Shawneetown  district,  agreeably  to  instructions  through  the  (ieneral 
Land  Office,  dated  June  19,  1815,  consisting  of  seven  distinct  tracts  of  salines,  lying  within  said  district, 
contiguous  to  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  \\'abash  rivers. 

2d.   "By  w^hoin  was  tlie  selection  of  the  lands  made?" 

By  Leonard  White,  Willis  Hargrove,  and  P.  Trammell,  commissioners,  and  by  Thomas  Sloo,  register 
of  the  land  oflice  at  Shawneetown. 

3d.  "By  whom  and  in  wdiat  manner  was  the  reservation  approved?" 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  record  or  evidence  on  file  in  this  oflice  of  approval  of  the  selections 
made  in  the  district  of  Shawneetown,  bj-  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  saline  piurposes. 

4th.   "What  is  the  precise  quantity  reserved  for  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  salines?'' 

The  quantity  of  land  reserved  for  wdiat  is  styled  the  Great  Ohio  ;uid  \\'abash  reservation  is  90,750.70 
acres. 

The  seven  other  tracts  or  salines  in  Shawneetown  district  contain  84,499.54  acres. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hojj.  Jonx  Scott,  Hoik<.c  of  Representalive.-^. 


TRE.\si'Ky  Department,  General  Land  Office,  Afml  22,  1814. 

Gextlemex:  I  am  instructed  to  request  you,  or  any  two  of  you,  to  examine  the  lands  on  which,  and 
about  where,  the  United  States  saline  is  situated  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  make  a  report  to  this  oflice, 
that  the  President  of  the  Un'ted  States  ma3'  be  propcrl_y  informed  of  the  quantity-  and  situation  of  such 
lands  as  may  be  necessary  to  reserve  from  the  unexpected  sales,  for  the  purpose  of  su]i]5orting  the  -works 
forever.  In  making  this  examination  and  report,  you  will  be  pleased  to  be  very  particular;  noting  the 
timber  on  such  section;  the  evenness  or  otherwise  of  the  ground;  the  necessity  or  practicability  of  con- 
veying the  water  on  the  grounds  in  pipes;  to  coal,  and  where  situated,  or  wood;  relative  to  the  navigation 
down  the  saline  creek,  if  practicable,  and  the  depth  of  water;  and,  in  short,  eveiTtiiing  calculated  to  give 
a  compreliensive  and  particular  view  of  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  premises 

It  is  desirable  that  this  report  should  be  received  as  soon  as  convenient,  as  the  land  office  is  about  to 
be  opened  there. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

EDWARD  TIFFIN. 

Leonard  White,  Wyllis  Hapgrove,  and  Philip  Trammell,  Esqs, 
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CONFLICTING  CLAIMS  BETWEEN  EGBERTS'  AND  LUDLOW'S  LINES  IN  OHIO. 

COMMCNICATKD    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRl'ARY    12,     1821. 

Tu  the  hoiwrahlc  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  inCongress  assembled: 

The  iiioiii(iri;il  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  represents:  That  they  reside  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  in 
the  counties  of  Chaiiipaij;ii  and  Logan,  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines;  that  they  claim  title  by 
iiurchase  from  the  L'nited  States  for  the  lands  on  which  they  reside;  on  them  they  have  made  lasting 
and  valuable  imjirovements;  there  they  have  formed  their  connexions  and  societies;  there  they  have  in 
i)eai-e  wor-sliijiped  their  God;  and  beneath  that  sod  rest  the  boues  of  their  relatives.  They  confidently 
believed  tiiat  the  title  of  the  government  was  a  security  to  their  possessions;  but  since  the  establishment 
of  tiie  sources  of  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers,  in  1812,  by  the  commissioners,  as  well  on  the  part 
of  tlie  Unit(Hl  States  as  of  Virginia,  and  the  running  and  marking  Roberts'  line,  under  the  direction  of 
tlie  former  connuissioners,  and  from  the  best  inlormation  they  have  been  able  to  obtain,  the  most  serious 
aiipreiiensions  are  entertained  that  the  lands  tiiey  occupy  will  be  found  to  lie  within  the  Virginia  military 
district,  and  subject  to  be  liolden  by  virtue  of  entries  made  in  1810  by  owners  of  Virginia  military  laud 
warrants,  and  tiiat  they  will  be  deprived  of  their  homes  and  possessions,  their  societies  and  relations 
will  be  broken  up,  and  they  must  leave  the  bones  of  their  families  and  relatives  in  the  possession  of 
fitrau'^'ers.  Your  memorialists  are  informed  tiiat  tlie  decision  of  the  case  of  Doddridge's  Lessee  vs.  Thomp- 
son and  Wright,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  settles  all  the  principles  which  can  or  may  arise  (except,  perhaps, 
the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Virginia  militarj'  reservation)  in  the  decision  of  these  conllicting  claims. 
And  as  tiie  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  country  has  passed  on  the  question,  it  is  supposed  that  the 
justice  of  the  memorial  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Union,  in  whose  power  aloue 
remains  our  relief  from  expensive  and  harassing  litigation  and  final  loss  of  our  possessions.  Your  me- 
morialists are  aware  that  at  two  several  periods  measures  were  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  not  acted  upon  in  the  Senate  for  want  of  time,  which  would  have  quieted  our  ajiprehensions,  and  at 
the  same  time  compensated  those  who  claim  title  by  military  warrants;  the  prosecution  of  which  claims 
has  only  been  delayed  by  the  interference  and  advice  of  the  mutual  friends  of  those  claiming  title  under 
the  United  States  and  Virginia.  How  much  longer  your  memorialists  may  be  exempted  from  litigation 
and  expense  depends  alone  on  the  course  adoj)ted  by  j'our  honorable  bodies;  for  your  memorialists  are 
informed  that  tiioso  who  hold  claims  for  these  lands,  relying  on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  before 
refern.'d  to,  will  pjroceed  to  establish  them  by  judicial  proceedings;  and  those  of  your  memorialists  who 
hold  small  farms  had  better  abandon  them  than  incur  such  an  expensive  contest,  which,  as  they  believe, 
must  eventuate  in  the  loss  of  their  lands  and  their  homes. 

With  these  views  and  under  these  feelings  your  memorialists  humbly  pray  your  honorable  bodies,  at 
your  present  session,  to  make  such  provision  by  law,  as  to  you  may  seem  meet  and  proper,  for  the  speedy 
determination  and  settlement  of  tlies(>  conflicting  claims,  both  euianating-  from  the  general  government; 
and  that  they  may  be  protected  and  quieted  in  the  possession  of  their  lands,  their  altars,  and  firesides. 
And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


Samuel  Newell. 
Jacob  R.  Hall. 
Robert  Patterson. 
AVilliam  Donnel. 
Jacob  Staley. 
Benjamin  McClurc. 
Samuel  Carter. 
Martin  Shields. 
AViliiam  McBeth. 
John  Moore. 
II.  M.  White. 
William  A,  Davis. 
Thomas  Haines. 
Abraham  Hedillon. 
J.  W.  Fyfl'e. 
Moses  Mclivain,  sr. 
Isaac  Fellswortli. 
James  Kelly. 
Oren  Hubbard. 
Samuel  Black. 
Patrick  Kallahan. 
Abner  Snoddy. 
John  S.  McNeal. 


George  Newell. 
Abner  Enoch. 
John  McNary. 
James  Steel. 
Robert  Newell,  sr. 
Robert  Newell,  jr. 
Robert  Newell. 
Samuel  Newell,  jr. 
Henry  Robertson. 
Alexander  BurnsiJe. 
Samuel  Buruside. 
Thomas  Hail. 
Benjamin  Hall. 
John  McShane. 
Henry  Leevet. 
Samuel  Covington. 
Rachel  Blaylach. 
William  Kenton. 
John  Smith. 
Georg'c  Lenbruer. 
David  Shelby. 
Thomas  Terrj'. 


George  Shellman. 
William  Terry. 
Samuel  Terry. 
Walter  Clement. 
Robert  Baird. 
Garland  Crockett. 
John  B.  Robertson. 
Henry  Robertson. 
Jonathan  Williams. 
Samuel  S.  Newell. 
Joseph  T   Kelly. 
Thomas  Baird 
Andrew  Buruside. 
Abner  II.  Jarard. 
Robert  Crockett. 
John  Wall. 
Robert  W.  Newell. ' 
Robert  Newell. 
Josejih  Newell. 
Shellim  Crockett. 
Stephen  Newell. 
John  Newell. 
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19th  CoNfiKESs.]  No.   575.  [2d  Session. 

LAND    CLAIM    IN    WEST    FLORIDA. 

l-|lM.Mr.NU'ATiai  TO  TIIK  SEN.\TK  KEliUl'.VUY   13,    IH'i'I. 

Mr.  Eeep,  fruiii   the  CoiiiMiittuu  on  ruMic  Luiuls,  to  whom  was  ix'rcn'oil  tlir  iiditioii  of  .laiiir.s  Moon/,  (jf 

Mississippi,  reported: 

That  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  eoinniittee,  liy  the  petition  and  aftidavit  of  the  said  James 
Moore,  and  by  the  corroborating;-  testimony  of  one  of  the  committee,  (who  has  souu;  knowItMlj^e  up<in  the 
subject,)  tliat  the  pietitioner  and  tlie  other  heirs  of  Alexander  Moore,  deceased,  have  claims  to  land  in 
West  Florida,  by  virtue  of  British  grants  issued  from  the  government  of  AVest  Florida  while  it  was  a 
British  province;  that  the  said  Ale.Kander  Moore,  in  his  lifetime,  became  a  Spanish  subject,  alter  the  con- 
quest of  Florida  by  the  Spanish  arms,  and  continued  so  until  the  time  of  his  death;  and  that  the  said 
lauds,  or  some  of  them  so  claimed,  were  settled  and  cultivated  during  the  ccjntinuance  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment in  West  Florida.  It  further  appears  that  the  original  patents  and  other  evidences  of  title  to  the 
lands  so  claimed  came  into  the  possession  of  the  said  James  Moore  after  the  death  of  his  father,  as  one 
of  his  heirs-atdaw;  and  that  the  said  patents  and  other  evidences  of  title  were,  in  due  time,  transmitted 
by  the  said  James  Moore,  to  be  laid  before  the  board  of  comniissioneis  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles 
in  West  Florida,  but  were  lost  at  sea;  which  accident  prevented  their  being  presented  to  and  acted  u))on 
by  the  said  board  in  due  season,  during  the  existence  of  said  eonunission.  It  further  appears  that  the 
British  and  Spanish  archives  relating  to  lands  in  Fkirida  have  been  transmitted  to  the  commissions  ther(^, 
and  are  not  now  in  any  of  the  departments  at  the  seat  of  government  in  this  city.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion,  under  these  circumstances,  that  the  said  petitioner,  and  th(^  other  heirs  of  Alexander  Moore, 
deceased,  liave  a  w-ell  foimded  claim  upon  Congress  to  have  their  titles  investigated  and  decided  uiion, 
and  have,  therefore,  instructed  uje  to  repiort  a  bill  accordingly,  which  is  herewith  presented 


19th  Congress.]  N"o.    576.  [2n  Session. 


ON  CLAIM  OF  A  RECEIVER  OF  PUBLK.'  MONEYS  FOR  COMPENSATION  FOR  BRINGING  UP 

ARREAKS  OF  WORK. 

C051Ml'NIC.\TED    TO    THE    SEX.VTE    FEBRU.\RY    13,    1827. 

Mr.  Reep,  from  the   Committee   on   Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Dunbar, 
receiver  of  ]iublic  moneys  in  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  State  of  Mississippi,  reported: 

That  it  a]ipeavs  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  when  the  said  Joseph  Dunbar  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office  as  such  receiver  of  puldic  moneys  tlie  books  of  his  office  were  verj'  much  in  arrear, 
and  that  he  was  instructed  to  cause  them  to  be  brought  up  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  that  he 
accordingly  employed  clerks  to  do  a  part  of  the  work  which  was  so  in  arrear,  and  the  balance  was  done 
by  himself  and  in  his  own  handwriting'.  He  has  been  allowed  at  the  Treasury  Department,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  $1,.50'..(  paid  for  clerk  hire  in  bringing-  up  the  arrearages  of  business  in  his  office, 
which  sum  was  actually  paid  to  clerks  employed  by  him;  but  for  his  own  clerical  labiu's  he  has  received 
nothing,  and  one  of  the  objects  of  the  petition  is  to  obtain  compensation  for  those  services.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  justice  of  this  claim  is  bej-ond  doubt,  and  the  only  difficulty  has  been  with  the 
committee  to  ascertain  what  the  amount  of  c<impensation  should  be  The  chairman,  therefore,  addressed 
himself  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office,  who,  in  replj',  connnunicated  to  the  comnuttee 
a  rejjort  made  to  his  predecessor  by  A.  Anderson,  who  had  been  directed  to  examine  and  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  said  office.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Anderson's  report:  "The  books  are  now 
complete,  and  the  work  has  been  neatly  and  correctly  executed.  The  same  work  could  not  have  been 
done,  had  clerks  been  emploj'cd  to  perform  the  whole  of  it,  for  a  less  sum  than  $'2,000.  The  receiver  has 
been  allowed  a  credit  of  $l,.500  paid  to  the  clerks  for  the  above  labor;  he  also  claims  $500,  in  addition  to 
that  sum,  as  a  compensatiou  for  the  work  which  he  executed  and  the  necessary  and  general  superintend- 
ence of  the  whole  business.  I  examined  the  l.)ooks  page  by  page,  and  found  that  a  considerable  porti(.)n 
of  the  work  was  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Dunbar.  In  answer,  therefore,  to  that  part  of  the  communi- 
cation in  relation  to  clerk  hire,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  saj'  that  the  sum  allowed  appears  to  me,  from  my 
accjuaintancc  with  bookkeeping  of  that  description,  to  be  less  than  reasonable,  and  less  than  I  have 
known  the  same  extent  and  style  of  work  executed  for."  The  committee  tliink,  tlierefore,  that  $500  is  a 
fair  and  reasonable  compensation  for  the  extra  services  of  the  said  receiver  in  bringing  up  the  arrearages 
of  business  in  his  office,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


902  PUBLIC    LANDS.  [No.  579. 


19th  Coxgress.]  ^O-  577.  [2d  Session. 

I, AND    CLAIM    in'  MISSISSIPPI. 

rilMMI-NICATF.D    TO    THE    SEX.^TE    FEIUtUARY    15,   1827. 

Mr.  PiKEii,  fioiii  the  I'oniniitloo  on  Public  Lands,  to  -whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  tlie  representatives 
of  William  Scott,  deceased,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  reported: 

That  April  2C),  HSl,  William  Scott,  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners,  preferred  his  petition  to  the 
KnviTnc'.r  of  Louisiana  for  tiic  RTaut  of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  river  Ilomochitto,  in  the  district  of  Natchez, 
and  that  on  the  2Lst  of  May  in  the  same  year  an  order  of  survey  was  obtained  from  Don  Estevan  Miro, 
pivcrniir  of  the  province  of  L(Uiisiaiia,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.  It  also  appears  by  the 
ccrtiticatc  of  William  Vousdan,  a  deputy  survej^or  under  the  Spanish  government,  dated  November  23, 
1787,  that  a  survey  was  actually  made  in  favor  of  the  said  ^^'illiam  Scott  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
situated  in  the  dis'trict  of  Natchez,  and  about  seventeen  ujiles  from  the  fort  on  the  Ilomochitto  river.  It 
also  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  tlie  heirs  of  the  said  William  Scott  duly  registered 
their  claim  before  the  board  of  commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river  March  29,  1804,  but  that  proof  of  settle- 
mi-nt  and  cultivation  not  being  made  the  said  claim  was  not  confirmed  by  the  board  of  commissioners, 
and  the  said  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  was  subscqnently  sold  as  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

It  is  proved  by  the  depositions  of  John  Bolls  and  Catharine  Boiling  that  the  said  tract  of  land  was 
settled  and  improved  by  the  said  William  Scott  previous  to  and  during  the  j'ears  1792  and  1793.  It  is 
also  proved  by  the  deposition  of  John  Bolls  that  "the  said  tract  of  land  was  in  cultivation  October  25, 
1795,  and  for  a  number  of  years  before  and  after,  and  tiiat  the  children  of  said  William  Scott  were  at  that 
time  inhabitants  of  the  province  and  ever  since."  From  those  facts  it  results  that  the  title  of  the  petitioners 
was  jirotected  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1803,  and  that  the  United  States  have  sold  a  tract  of 
land  to  which  they  had  no  title,  and  in  derogation  to  the  rights  of  the  petitioners.  The  committee  have, 
therefore,  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  for  their  relief,  which  is  herewith  presented. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   578.  [2d  Session. 

CONDITION    OF   DUNCAN    McARTHUR'S   CLAIM  WITH    REGARD    TO    THE   DISPUTED  LAND 
BETWEEN  ROBERTS'  AND  LUDLOW'S  LINES  IN  OHIO. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  IG,  1827. 

The  undersigned,  agent  of  the  United  States  for  defending  the  suits  in  ejectment,  Duncan  McArthur 
vs.  Jcjlm  Reynolds,  and  the  said  McArthur  i'.s.  Henry  Vanmetre,  now  pending  before  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  ("hampaigii  county,  Oliio,  for  the  recovery  of  land  in  the  valley  of  the  Great  Miami  river,  icedimrd 
of  Ludlow's  line,  xoulh  of  the  Greenville  treaty  line,  sold  by  authority  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
lierebj'  certifies  that  the  said  land  lies  westward  of  a  direct  line  from  the  termination  or  head  of  the  valley 
of  the  Scioto  river  to  the  termination  or  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Little  Miami  river,  and  that  no  part  of 
the  land  which  is  proposed  to  bo  made  the  warrant  of  a  donation  to  the  said  McArthur  of  $65,000,  lies 
beticecn  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  or  within  the  territory  reserved  bj-  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia for  the  satisfaction  of  the  land  bounties  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  Conmionwealth  who  served 
in  the  continental  line  of  the  revolutionary  army;  and  further,  that,  by  the  running  of  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts'  lines  into  and  across  the  Great  Miami  country,  and  the  permission  given  to  the  holders  of  warrants 
granted  for  these  bounties  to  locate  up  to  these  lines,  about  100,000  acres  of  land,  without  the  /i)?i!Y»- of  the 
reserved  territory,  have  been  lost  to  the  United  States. 

Given  at  Chilicothe,  February  15,  1827.  CADWALLADER  WALLACE. 

The  Committee  on  Pkivate  Land  Claims  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   579.  [2n  Session. 

PURCHASE  OF  LANDS  FROM  THE  INDIANS;  SURVEYS,  QUANTITY,  SALES,  EXPENSES  OP 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS;  THE  AMOUNT  PAID,  BALANCES  DUE  AND  AMOUNT  FORFEITED 
P.Y  THE  PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  SINCE  THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPEND- 
ENCE. 

communicated  to  the  senate  feeruakv  16,  1827. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  prepared  at 
th<!  Register's  and  General  Land  Office,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of  May 
last  in  relation  to  the  purchases  and  sales  of  the  public  lands  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Washington,  February  16,  1827.  , 


1827.] 
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TKKAsn;v  Dri'AMMKNT,  Fihninr)/  l.'i,  1S-J7. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  wlimn  was  referred  a  resohitiim  uf  the  Senate  ol'  May  Hi,  IS'2C>, 
"requesting-  the  President  of  the  I'nited  Stales  to  cause  to  be  |)rei)ared  and  laid  lielore  llie  Senali',  at  the 
comnieiicenient  uf  tlie  ne.\t  session  of  Coiig'ress,  a  statement  showinij;  tlie  snnis  annually  paid  since  lli(> 
Peclaration  of  Independence  for  purchasing-  from  the  Indians,  snrveying  and  selling'  llic  pnlilir,  lands, 
showing,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  quantities  ol  land  which  have  licen  |iurrhascd ;  tin-  nundxr  ><\'  acres  which 
have  been  .surveyed;  the  number  sold  and  the  number  which  remain  iinsokl;  the  anujunl  ul'  sales  and  of 
forfeitures;  the  sums  ])aid  by  purchasers,  and  the  sums  chu^  from  purchasers  in  each  land  district;  kee]iing 
in  separate  columns  or  tables,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  statements  for  every  State  and  Territory  Iti  which 
there  are  public  lands,"  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  a  communication  from  the  Kegister  of 
the  Treasury,  and  one  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ollice,  both  dateil  tlie  Mlh  instant, 
which,  with  the  statements  to  which  they  respectively  refer,  contain  the  inforniatinn  recjuireil  by  the  said 
resolution. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

The  President  of  the.  United  Statei^. 


Tre.vsury  DErARTMEXT,  RegiMev's  Office,  Feliruanj  14,  1S2T. 

In  compliance,  in  part,  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  May  IG,  1X20,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  statements  iiundiered  from  1  to  7,  inclusive,  viz: 

No.  1.  Exhibiting  the  expenditures  of  holding  Indian  treaties  from  177()  to  l>ecember  ol,  lS2o. 

No.  2.  Exhiliiting  tlie  cxiienses  of  surveys  of  public  lands  to  December  31,  1825. 

No.  3.  Exhibiting  the  expenses  of  selling  the  pul)lic  lands  to  December  31,  1825. 

No.  4.  Exhiliiting  s[)ccial  sales  of  public  lands  made  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  land  offices. 

No.  5.  Exhibiting  the  quantity  of  laud  sold  in  each  State,  and  amount  of  purchase  money,  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1825. 

No.  t).   Exliibiting-  the  amount  jiaid  by  purchasers,  balances  due   by  individuals,  and  tuta!  amount  of 
purchase  money  from  the  opening  of  the  land  otlices  to  December  31,  1825. 

No.  7.  Exhibiting  the  amount  of  money  forfeited  to  December  31,  1824. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  llegi^ter 

Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Sccrctartj  of  the  Treasuri/. 


No.  1. 

Staicmenf  of  e.rpenditures  on  account  of  holding  Indian  trealicH,  d'C,  from  July  4,  1776,  to  Dccemlier  31,  1825, 
stated  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  Mag  Di,  lb2(i. 


Year. 

.■\mouiit. 

Year. 

Amount. 

.e45,9a»  64 

57,603  29 

10.3a-2  U 

3,326  43 

2,337  79 

a,  19.i  60 

905  00 

1,718  00 

4,534  48 

8.738  68 

27,092  83 

750  00 

4.747  10 

1 

•>               29,650  10 

13,648  85 
27.282  83 
13,042  46 
21.475  68 
55.563  98 
32.396  38 
16,470  09 
20,302  19 
31  22 

For  the 

1 

Efftimat 

} ear  1801 

,$9,000  00 
20.000  00 

Fur  tlic  vrar  1777   

1803 

1803 

1778 

' 

1779  . 

1804 

5.'t,ono  00 

1780 

1803 

1 806 

41,000  00 

1781 

1807 

60,835  00 

1783   .   .                           .... 

1808 

70.';  25  00 

1784 

1785 

1786 

1787 

1809 

169.130  00 

]S10 

58  225  00 

1811 

57,725  00 

1812 

5i,  975  00 

1788 

1813 

55,475  00 

1789 

1790 

1814         

1815 

111,750  00 

1791 

1816 

82,075  00 

1817 

91.276  06 

1793 

1794 

1793 

1796 

1797 

1793                                                             

1818 

230,409  54 
185,5^>2  77 

1819.   ...           

1820 

197,278  01 

18-'>1                                

118.050  00 

319,611  99 
201,017  71 

1823 

1 824 

227.341  50 

1800                                             

1825 

519,979  12 

?d  amount  for  the  year  1836 

3,393,494  67 
475,884  85 

3,868,379  52 

The  expenditures  commencing  in  1776,  and  extending  in  the  above  statement  to  1780,  inclusively,  were  in  the  paper  medium  then  current.     Thr'  fu 
extended  for  those  years,  after  depreciation  commenced,  are  reduced  to  specie  by  the  table  of  depreciation  fixed  by  Congress. 

JOSEPH  NUURSE,  Register. 
Treasi'RV  Deparihest,  Register's  O^ds,  February  13,  1827. 
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X„.  2. Statement  of  eTpcn^en  of  sin-veying  public  tanrl^,  and  nalarin^  of  sm-vei/ors  and  clerks. 


Purvovnr's  name. 


Rufus  Futimm,  purveyor  northwest  of 
Ohio  rivi-r,  jiicludiiis:  .MKliis-iti  TiTri- 
lorj-. 


Jnrod  Mansfiohl,  piirx'ryor  northwest  of 
Ohio  river,  iiicluilin';  .Michigan  Terri 
lory. 


Josiah  Meigs,  f;|lr\'eyor  north  west  of  Ohio 
river,  including  iMichigan  Territory. 


Edward  Tifhn,  surveyor  nonliwest  of 
Ohio  river,  inetudini,'  Micliigan  Terri- 
tory. 


Aaron  Grcely,  surveyor  of  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory. 

William    Rector,  sun'cyor  of   Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  .-Vrkansas. 


William  Clark,  surveyor  cf  Illinois,  Mis 
eonri,  and  Arkansan. 


William  Mrlice.   surveyor  of    Illinois. 
Missouri,  anil  Arkani-as. 

Isaac  Ilriggs,  surveyor  south  of  Tenties- 
nee. 


1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1800 
1803 
180-i 


1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 


1813 
1814 
1813 


1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1830 
1821 
189-2 
1823 
1824 
1825 


1812 

1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 


1824 
1825 


1803 
1804 
1804 
1805 
1806 


t  ± 


85,964  26 
6,034  40 
12,486  95 
11,415  40 
16,661  52 
2,000  00 
a, 000  00 
245  82 


56,808  35 


$15,986  36 
9,339  24 
1,574  16 


26,899  76 


800 
2,691 
2,905 
2,9.50 
2,950 
2,677 
2,289 
2,976 
3,009 
3,414 

194 


1,883  51 

3,050  00 

54  34 


4,987  65 


3. 183 
3,975 
4,000 
5,225 
3,075 
4,100 
4,100 
4,100 
4,100 
4,100 
4,100 


44,0.58  16 


252  50 
536  19 
483  53 
034  28 
867  35 
827  60 
900  09 
645  17 
487  83 
905  51 
41  88 


169,981  93 


2,1.?0  82 
11,417  79 


13,548  61 


13,140  91 
22,636  75 
12,626  40 
5,221  32 
48,271  83 
40,000  00 
35,000  00 
20,000  00 
15,000  00 
10,000  00 
14,197  50 


236,094  71 


5,565  93 


3,000  00 
4,000  00 
4,000  00 
3,999  99 
3,966  66 
2,972  .52 


2'),3I4  17 


2,869  26 


2,869  26 


l,r.27  48 


625  00 
53,969  54 
99,717  43 
64,241  96 
109,650  00 
40,520  53 
50,000  00 
62,818  00 
84,136  00 


565,678  46 


30,000  00 
30,000  00 


20,500  00 


2,H00  00 
105  00 

1,895  00 
15,808  59 
28, 183  75 


Surveyor's  name. 


Isaac  Briggs,  surveyor  south  of  Tennes- 
see—Continued. 


Seth  Pease,  sur\'eyor  south  of  Tennessee 


Thomas    Freeman,  surveyor   south    of 
Tennessee. 


'  Dedtlet  repayment. 


Levin  Wales,  surveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nossce. 


George  Davis,  surveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee. 


John  Coffee,  survevor  of  Alahama  . 


Robert  Butler,  surveyor  of  Florida. 


Silas  Brent,  surveyor  of  Louisiana. 


1806 
1807 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1813 
1820 


1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 

1816 

1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 


1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 


1824 
1825 


1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 


1824 
1825 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 


$1,733  34 

2,961  50 

2,496  07 

2,250  00 

921  10 


10,332  10 


2,940  21 
3,409  71 
4,337  50 
1,767  94 


11,112  50 
3,337  80 
3,671  66 
1,750  00 
6,112  32 
211  96 


38.651  60 


925  00 
2,775  00 

925  00 
2,230  55 


6,8.55  55 


1,649  78 
2,949  75 


875  00 
5,250  00 
2,625  00 
1,807  51 
4,375  00 
2,625  00 
3,500  00 


21,057  51 


710  50 
3,803  42 


512  30 
500  00 
375  00 
500  00 
.500  00 
375  00 
625  00 


3,387  30 


$2,000  00 
3,000  00 


53,792  34 


12,874  77 
22,791  0 
15,489  42 
20, 184  31 
1,175  09 
533  40 


73,048  58 


3,4.50  00 
61,703  00 

8,000  00 
15,000  00 
11,642  14 
20,000  00 
10,000  00 
2,5,000  00 
.15,000  00 
40,000  00 
29,000  00 
22,  .500  00 
43,000  00 


314,295  14 
2,305  35 


311,989  79 


18,000  00 
5,000  00 
4,000  00 

18,556  63 


45,556  63 


53.266  00 
2,443  00 


.55,708  00 


30,000  00 
40,000  00 
37,000  00 
40,500  00 
39,000  00 


28,000  00 
3,000  00 
8,864  00 


226,364  00 


7,000  00 


40,789  23 


47,787  23 


A  repaynicnt  hy  Thomas  Freeman,  in  1825,  of  $2  305  35  to  be  deducted. 
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Surveyor's  name. 

Year. 

2     . 

Si    ?. 
& 

Expense- of  survey- 
ing. 

Siirvcjyr's  iiaiijc. 

Year. 

c    ,;; 

t  1 

—    ~ 

5- 

'c    to 

FIRST    DISTRICT. 

Surveyors  northwest  of  Ohio 
river,  including    Micliigan 

• 

From  1S07  to  1804. 
From  lKO:)to  1813. 
From  18l:ito  1815. 
From  lsl5to  18-Jo. 
181-1 

§56,808  3d 

36,859  87 

4,'J87  65 

44,0.W  16 

$26,899  76 

169.981  93 

13,.548  61 

236,094  71 

.5,  ,565  93 

sKcirND  DisTKicT— ContiniH'd 
Surreyors  soiilk  of  Tenucsace. 
lsn:u-  l!riKK>< 

$.53,792  34 
73,048  .58 

Tenitory. 

From  1807  to  1820. 
From  18intol822. 
From  1H22  to  182.5. 
1.S24  and  1,-25.... 

From  1817  to  1825, 

From  1807to  1813. 
1824  anil  1825  .... 

,510,3(i2  10 
38.651  60 
6,855  .55 
4. 599  .5.) 

Tlionias  I-'ri-'t'maii 

Levin  Wailes 

Geiirt"-  Davis 

Surveyor  of  Jiltibama. 

31!, 989  79 

lined  Mansfii-lii 

Josiah  M.-ijjs 

45,. 556  53 
55,708  0(1 

nil,  168  78 

540,095  34 

From  1814  to  1824 
From  1824  to  1825. 
1825 

132,711  03 

4.52,000  94 

21,0.57  51 

Principal  <1cptity  surveyor  of 
Louisiana. 

Silas  Brent 

Surveyor  of  Florida. 

Robert  Butler 

Tolal  expenses  of  surveys  of 
public  binds  to  December 
31,  1825  

SECOND    DISTRICT. 

Surveyors  of  Illinois.  Missouri, 

25,314  17 
2,869  26 
l,ri27  48 

555,678  46 
60,000  00 
20,500  00 

3.  .387  .30 

and  .Arkansas. 

William  Rpctnr 

4.513  92 

William  Clark,  ac'tiiig 

47,787  23 

William  McRue 

251,852  45 

29,710  91 

646,178  46 

1.912,515  97 

Treascrv  OEPXRTilE^Ty  Register's  O^ice,  February  14,  182* 


JO.SIiPU   \uri!SE,  Register. 
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PURCHASE    OF    LANDS    FKOM    INDIAN'     ,    KT(!. 


00 'J 


No.  i. 


year. 


1787 
1792 
1793 
179:3 


Slalemcnt  e.rhiliilliHj  fiju'cial  salc!<  of  pnhlic  lands  pr'mr  Id  lltf  iirijiini:(ili<ni  n/'  ilir  land  affn-cs. 


AVluTi-  and  tn  w  hum  sulil. 


New  York 

To  the  State  ot'  reiiiisj  Ivjuiia 

John  Clevps  Symtnrs 

nilMi  l'"llip:iliy  

Pitt.-liurg 


Sales  of  public  land-;. 


tiii:MiliI>.  ruri-liase  iiionfv. 


Deposits  for- 
feited. 


Jicrci. 
7-.>.»7J 

ana, 187 

S7-',.'i-IO 
6-93,900 

AS,  446 


1,484,047 


S87,na')  .'.9 
lol.lMO  ao 
189.l>9:l  00 
642,856  66 


1.171.417  0'.) 


Total  proeci'd.s. 


SI  17, 108  24 
1.71. i;40  a."i        raid  m  e,-itirt.-ales  of  pulilie  ,1,  In. 
lKtl.693  00     j  I'aid  in  army  land  u  arrant^. 
6l2,ttS  66        Paid  in  eerlilieales  ol  pnlih.-  .1.  ht  and 

army  land  wanants. 
100,427  .73 


1,201,725  68 


Treasthy  I)epart.mest,  Rcguter^s  Oj/icc,  Febntary  14,  18a 


JOSIU'II   N'llL'lir^E,  7{r"ts(cr. 


No.   5. 

Stah'menI  crhihiling  thr  vel  amivinl  of  puhlif  lands  sold  in  thr  several  Stales  and  Terriloyics,  afler  dednelinij 
lands  revcrk'd  and  relinrjutshed;  also  the  amount  fif2:iarr]iase  inonei/  thereof)  inrladiioj  interest  ami  nioneijs 
foi felled,  from  the  i/ear  l"Sl  to  December  31,  182o. 


States  and  Territone; 


Net  amount  of  sales,  al'ter  deducting 
lands  reverted  and  relnniuislied. 


72,974.00 

43,446.61 

892,900.00 

272,540.00 

',496,854.74 


Total  in  Oliio 

Indiana  ... 

Illinois 

Missouri  .. 

Mississippi 

Alabama  .. 

Louisiana 

Miehifran. . 

.\rkansas., 

Florida... 


8, 778,715. .15 

3.068,868.42 

1,222,442.25 

980,372.41 

1,155,562.28 

3.496,369.68 

150,.175.67 

291.839.38 

39,177.61 

55,689.08 


19,239,412.03 


§117,108  24 

100,427  53 

642.856  66 

189,693  00 

15,185,038  32 


16,235,123  75 

5,611,197  22 

1,729,145  58 

1,971,217  84 

2,320,133  81 

Il,763.;i5l  88 

365,907  23 

416,096  07 

49,115  90 

90,591  92 


Sales  at  Np^v  York  in  1787. 

Sales  at  Pittsburg  in  1796. 

Sales  to  the  Ohiu^Conipany. 

Sales  to  J.  C.  Synnnes  and  assoeiates. 

Sales  at  the  land  utliees  in  the  State. 

Ineluding  laiuls  sold  at  Cincinnati,  silnate  in  Iinliana. 
Including  lands  sold  at  Vincenues,  situate  in  Illinois.* 


Ineluding  laiuls  sold  at  St.  Stephen's,  situate  in  Mississippi.' 


40,351,880  19 


^  In  consequence  of  the  balances  due  on  these  lands  being  a  charge  on  the  respective  offices  at  which  they  \\  ere  sold. 

JOSEPH  XCIURSE,  Register. 
Treastrv  Department,  Register's  O^ice,  Felruary  14,  1827. 
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PUBLIC   LANDS. 


[No.  519. 


No.  6. 


Statement  exhiJiUing  thr  amount  paid  Ity  pnrrha^rrs  on  account  of  public  la7idi<,  the  balances  due  by  individuals, 
and  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  including  interest  pfoid  and  money  forfeited,  from  the  opening  cf  the 
land  offices  in  ISOO  to  December  31,  1825. 


States  and  Territories. 

Land  offices. 

Paid  to  purchasers. 

Due  hy  individuals. 

Purchase  money,  in- 
cluding interest  and 
forreitures. 

Remarks. 

Marietta 

$320,494  73 
1,659,  ••(■27  94 
3,009,964  93 
2,130.943  26 
.5,113,478  01 
1,685,984  71 
41,147  16 
388,313  67 

$28,881  58 
119,013  17 
81,568  26 
96.208  52 
'301,751  09 
117,961  09 

§349, 376  31 
1,778,341  11 
3,881,533  19 
2,227,151  78 
5,415,229  10 
1,803,945  80 
41,147  16 
388,313  87 

Won-ti.T 

Delaware 

14,439,6.i4  61 

745,383  71 

15,185,038  32 

• 

Indiana 

1,803,419  70 

1,817,995  42 

16,108  57 

417.674  95 

852,4:16  65 

309,939  82 
393,622  11 

2, 113,  .359  52 

2,211,617  53 

16,108  57 

417,674  95 

852,4.36  65 

. 

Crawfordsvillc 

4,907,635  29 

703,561  93 

5,611,197  23 

niinois 

495,315  92 
296,043  99 
394,242  79 
110,279  37 
17,123  89 
.59,657  28 

202,265  07 
81,384  39 
72, 832  88 

697,580  99 
377,428  38 
467,075  67 
110.279  37 
17, 123  89 
59,657  28 

Kaskaskia 

Vandalia 

Puleslinc 

1,372,663  24 

356, 482  34 

1,739,145  58 

.560,497  24 
905,518  88 
69,  .598  17 
23,  ,566  13 
25,210  99 

293,082  41 
9.3,744  02 

8.53,579  65 
999,202  90 
69,598  17 
23,566  13 
25.210  99 

To  December  31,  1824, 

1,. 584, 391  41 

386, 826  43 

1,971,217  84 

56,195  03 

157,731  58 

4.760  68 

47,219  93 

103,414  96 

157,731  .58 

4,760  68 

New  Orleans 

Ouachita 

Washington 

218,687  29 

47,219  93 

265,907  22 

Mississippi 

1,481,!)90  71 

197,154  03 

14,631  46 

526,756  61 

2,008,347  32 

197,1.54  03 

14,631  46 

lluntsville 

1,693,376  20 

526,756  61 

2,220,133  81 

2,884,947  47 

1,091,890  28 

2,068,883  33 

512,477  30 

53,233  86 

2,298.213  66 

707,752  04 

2,145,963  94 

5,183,161  13 

1,799,643  32 

4,214,847  27 

512,477  30 

53,223  86 

To  May  27, 1834. 

To  December  31,  1824. 

Tuscaloosa 

Sparta , 

Detroit 

6.611,422  24 

5,151,929  64 

11,763,351  88 

I\Iicliij;ari 

335,168  IJ 
43,2.57  .50 

37,670  44 

372,838  57 
43,257  50 

Monroe 

Batesvillc 

378,42.5  63 

37,670  44 

416,096  07 

Arkansas 

40,154  12 
8,961  73 

40,154  12 
8,961  78 

Little  Buck 

Tallahassee 

49,115  90 

49,115  90 

Florida 

90,591  92 

90,591  92 

1827.] 


P  U  R  C  11  .\.  .S  E    0  V    L  .\  X  D  S    1'  K  0  .M    I  N  I )  I  .\  \  S  ,    !•:  T  (! . 


!)]1 


inK'AiTi'ri.A'i'iox. 


Ohio 

IndiaTi.i 

Uliuois 

Missouri 

Louisiana.... 
Mississippi. ,. 

Alabama 

Michi;ran 

Arkansas  . ... 
Florida 


J^aiiil  ollk-es 


Total , 


raid  l)j  imrcliasf  rs. 


*  14, 439, 6.74  61 

4,907,635  29 

1.372,663  24 

1,584,391  41 

218,687  29 

1,693,376  20 

6,611,422  24 

378,425  63 

49,115  90 

90,591  92 

31.315,963  73 


Due  by  nidividuals 


,'^■745,383  71 

703,  .561  93 

3.76,482  34 

:i8r.,826  43 

47,219  93 

.526,7.56  61 

5,151,929  64 

37,671i  44 


,9.55,831  03 


I'urcliasu  iiioiwy,  in- 
cluiliiiu  iiitL'ri'>[  aiul 
rorluiluri's. 


JI5, 18.5,038  32 

5,611,197  22 

1.729,145  58 

1,971.217  p4 

265,9117  22 

2,2-JU,  132  HI 

ll,763,;t5l  88 

416,0%  07 

49.115  90 

!I0,591  92 

39.301.794  76 


Note. — The  proceeds  oltlie  sales  of  certain  lands  in    Ohio,  rclroecded  to    the  Tnited   States  hy  the   United  llrelllren,  and  the  proeeed>  of  the  sales  of 
certain  lands  in  .Alississippi  appropriated  to  snpitort  Choctaw  schools,  are  not  included  m  tile  alju\c  tabic. 

jiisEiMi  x<iri;.-;i;,  fic-is/er. 

Tre.^sl'RY  Uep.\rtment,  Re^ist€i's  OJjici:,  Ftiruary  14.  1827. 


No.  7. 

Stalement  c.rldbilliig  tlir  amount  offurfeiturea  ivliich  accrued  aiinualbj  in  Ihc  several  linnJ  qlTicet;  in  the  respective 

Sfa'le.^/roni  the  year  1800  to  December  31,  1825. 


Years. 

Ohio. 

Indiana. 

Illinois. 

Missouri. 

Mississippi. 

.Mabania. 

Mieliif^an. 

Total. 

1800   

81411  on 

l.IIIO  00 

397  24 

245  00 

I.4s7  69 

1,010  91 

3.672  87 

3,5.52  08 

4,372  09 

1.3,986  33 

39,009  88 

69,769  17 

23,023  12 

59,220  06 

.5,851  05 

6,633  44 

12.958  48 

15.8'9  27 

4.849  07 

1,140  78 

345  2.5 

694  03 

99  06 

4  78 

27,739  41 

S140  00 

1,100  00 

1 80-T                                

397  24 

245  00 

1,487  09 

1805 

1,040  91 

1806   .             

3,672  87 

1807   

.;4:!5  04 

113  19 

113  08 

64  00 

313  .73 

1,819  04 

8.044  53 

3,3,71  89 

4,877  55 

5,849  43 

6.148  03 

2. 870  20 

1.479  09 

413  00 

212  83 

198  76 

3,987  12 

1808 

4.485  28 

1809                                

.5112  98 

129  91 

150  02 

345  87 

12,070  12 

102  61 

32,500  77 

8,574  69 

5,944  93 

5,673  74 

1,962  12 

325  97 

769  61 



280  00 
7,419  20 

§291  20 
152  57 
458  49 
287  30 
48  00 
914  58 

§25  33 

14.529   10 

isio                   

39.356  36 

1811    

70,696  21 

181-1                                                 

25,475  39 

1813                      

.*1.58  51 

560  80 

472  92 

1.371  52 

4. 035  42 

2,995  56 

982  14 

205  09 

24 

1  10 

7.421  75 

79,  .382  71 

10,378  64 

1815   

344  17 
1,860  90 
8.608  22 
15,635  21 
25,919  20 
8,208  91 
939  90 
1,970  11 

44,915  73 

1816                                                           

29,716  43 

1817                    

§487  28 

11,942  29 

670  08 

1  60 
18  80 
121  69 

37,962  03 

1818   

275  84 
393  72 
66  06 

33,886  76 

1819 

45,832  76 

1839   

11.011  41 

1831       .                 

2,831  46 

18-'>-i 

2.269  77 

1823                                . .        .           

304  68 

1334                       

289  03 

579  42 

43,570  50 

297,220  05 

36,  ,597  82 

18,265  05 

13.241  74 

76,362  59 

66,218  24 

760  84 

508,666  33 

Tre.vsluy  Department,  Register's  Ojjice^  Fthruary  14,  182 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  RegUter. 


General  L.ind  Office,  Fehriiary  14,  1827. 

Sir:  Iu  compliance,  in  part,  with  a-rosolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  May  1(1,  1820,  I  have  tlic  honor  to 
submit  the  statement  marked  A,  wliich  exhiVuts  the  (inantit.v  of  land  purchased  hy  tlie  United  States,  the 
quantity  of  public  lands  surveyed  jircvious  to  January  1,  1820,  and  the  estimated  quantity  of  tiie  public 
lands  remaining  unsold  January  1,  1820. 

The  quantities  of  the  lauds  purchased  have  lioen  ascertained,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  actual 
surveys,  and,  in  default  of  such,  by  geometrical  calculations  made  from  the  best  maps.  The  quantities  of 
the  lands  surveyed  have  been  taken  from  tiie  surveys  -which  have  been  returned  to  this  office,  and  do  not 
include  large  quantities  of  land,  particularly  in  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  which  are  known 
to  have  been  survej-cd  previous  to  January  1,  1820;  but  the  returns  for  which  have  not  yet  been  for- 
warded to  tills  office.  This  item  also  includes  the  amount  of  lands  surveyed  for  Indian  reservations 
surrounded  by  the  piublic  lands,  but  the  amount  of  such  reservations  have  not  been  included  in  the  column 
of  purchased  lands.  The  tabular  statements  accompanying  this  report,  numbered  from  No.  1  to  No.  10, 
will  exhibit  the  data  on  which  the  column  showing  the  amount  of  land  remaining  unsold  in  each  State  and 
Territory  is  formed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servaut,  GEO.   GRAHAM. 

Hon.  RICH.A.RD  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  TreoMiry. 
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PUBLIC    LANDS. 


[No.  579. 


A. 

Stali'ment  e.rhihilinr/  the  quanlity  of  publio  land  pin-ehased  by  the  United  Slates  in  each  State  and  Territory, 
lite  quantity  a'-luully  f:urvi'>/rd,  .'<iiriryi>  of  which  liave  been  received  at  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  esti- 
mated quantity  remaining  unsold  on  January  1,  1826. 


SiiiiP  or  Territory  til— 

Quantity  of  public  land 
purcliased  liy  the  U. 
Stati-.'i. 

Quantity  of  public  land 
^surveyed  to  January 
1,  lbS6. 

Quantity  of  public  land 
rcinaininj;  unsold  Jan- 
uary 1,1826. 

24,388,745.80 
16,060,036.70 
29,517,262.62 
17,. 56 1,470.00 
39,119,018.89 
33,661,120.00 
31,463,040,00 
14,188,454.00 
24,482,159  83 
31,254,120.00 

17,820,852  80 
16,546,538.70 
27,530,748.31 

6,248,348.51 
22,387,577.65 
11,35.3,619.03 

2,768,663.68 

8,733,928.78 
22,602,754.83 

2,995,199  09 

JiLres. 
6,191,927.53 

12,131,461.90 

24,161.662.93 

Micliitiaii 

16,600,554.26 
35, 522,  .150. 69 

31,441,309.31 

25,392,602.67 

11.64.3,275.05 

.\liili:iin:i 

20,268,863.58 
30,237,902.17 

261,695,427.84 

138,988,234.38 

213,591.060.09 

Tre.vsl'ry  Dep.vut.ment,   General  Land  Office,  Fehruaiy  14,  1827. 


GEORGE  GRAII.VM. 


No.  L— OHIO. 

Tabic  shomng  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  manner  of  its  appropriation. 


Quantity  of  purchased  land  in  the  State. 

Of  wliich  the  folhjwing- 
Virginia   military  lands 


Acres. 
24,388,145.80 


items  arc  appropriated: 


United  States  revdlutionary  military — 

In  Zanesville  district .' 040,490.(59 

lu  Chilicotho  district 821,170.07 


Connecticut  reservation,  including  free  lands 

Two  townships  granted  for  Athens  College 

One  townsliiii  f(ir  an  academy,  act  of  March  3,  1803,  in  lieu  of  the  one  granted 

to  J.  C.  Symmes  for  same  purpose,  act  of  May  5,  1792 

Donation  tract  to  Ohio  Company,  act  of  April  21,  1792 

Saline  reservations  in  the  State 

Grant  to  Arnold  U.  Dohrman 

Grant  to  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis 

(irant  of  three  sections  to  Elienezer  Zane 

Grant  to  State,  for  road  from  Connecticut  reserve  to  Perrysburg 

Grant  of  Schoenbrun,  Gnadenhutten,  and  Salem,  to  the  United  Brethren. .  . 


3,709,484.00 


1,401,660.76 

3,267,910.00 

46,080.00 

23,040.00 
100,000.00 
[23,680.00 
20,480.00 
25,200.00 
1,920.00 
49,177.00 
12,000.00 


Acres 8,740,637.76 

One-thirty-sixth  part  of  purchased  land  in  the  State  is  reserved  by  law  for 

Common  schools 677,465.16 

Sold  to  Ohio  Company 892,900.00 

Sold  to  John  Cloves  Symmes,  including  the  township  for  an  academy 272,540.00 

Net  (juantity  of  public  land  sold  at  New  York 72,974.00 

Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold  at  Pittsburg 43,446.61 

Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold  at  tlie  land  offices  in  the  State  to  January 

1,  1826,  which  includes  land  sold  at  Cincinnati,  lying  in  Indiana.  . . .'.  7,496,854.74 


Quantity  of  imlilie  land  remaining  unsuld. 


18,196,818.27 
6,191,927.53 
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No.  2.— INDIANA. 

« 
Table  showing  tlw  quantiti/  of  land  jjinY'/w.srti   In  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  and  tin'  manin'r  <>/'  jV.s  appnipviatinn. 

Acre-?, 
Amount  of  purchased  land  in  the  State '. ICi.OCiO, (};;!(;. 70 

Of  whicli  the  fulKiwiiin-  itoin.s  are  aiipropriati-d: 

Amount  of  private  claims iW.i'A.iU 

Donation  to  Canadian   volunteers ('>  t,ii4().0(l 

Two  townships  granted  to  the  State  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  act  of  April 

19,  ISlti 4(1,080.01) 

Granted,  not  exceeding-  one  township,  for  saline   purposes,  act  of  April    1 9, 

181(5 ". 23,040.00 

Four  sections  granted  for  seat  of  government t 2,u(i0.00 

413,594.25 

One  thirtv-sixth  part  of  purchased   land   is   reserved   by  law  fur  comnmn 

schools ." 44(),112.13 

Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold  at  the  land  olliei's  in  th(^  State,  to  January 

1,  1826,  which   includes  lands  sold  at  Vim-eiines,  lying  in  Illinois 3,008,808.42 

3,928,574.80 

Quantity  of  public  land  remaining  unsold 12,131,461.90 

No.  3.— ILLINOIS. 

Table  showing  the  quantity  of  2}urchascd  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  vra.nner  of  its  appropriation. 

Acres. 
Amount  of  purchased  land  in  the  State,  to  January  1,  1826 29,511,262.62 

Of  ^vhich  the  following  items  are  appropriated: 

Amount  of  private  claims 179,904.23 

hJaline  reservations  in  ShawueetoVn  district,  including  the  Great  Wabash 

reserve 181,256.33 

Saline  reservations  on  the  Vermilion  river 24,872.92 

Amount  of  military  locations 2,878,560.00 

Four  sections  granted  to  State  for  seat  of  government 2,560.00 

One  township  for  seminary  of  learning,  selected 23,040.00 

One  township  for  seminary  of  learning,  part  selected 23,040.00 

3,313,233.48 
One  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  purchased  land  is  reserved  by  law  for  common 

schools 819,923.96 

Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold  at  the  land  offices  in  the  State,  to  January 

1,  1826 1,222,442.25 

5,355,599.69 

Quantity  of  public  laud  remaining  unsold 24,161,662.93 

No.  4.— MICHIGAN. 

Table  shoicing  the  quantity  of  land  purchased  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  the  manner  of  its  appropriation. 

Acres.  , 

Amount  of  purchased  land  in  the  Territory 17,561,470.00 

Of  which  the  following  items  are  appropriated: 

Amount  of  private  claims 148,217.85 

Donation  tract  for  public  buildings 10,000.00 

One  township  granted  for  seminary  of  learning  in  Detroit  district,  act  of 

March  26,  1804 23,040.00 

181,257.85      • 
One  thirty-sixtli  part  of  the  purchased  land  is  reserved  by  law  for  common 

schools .■ 487.818.61 

Net  quantity  of  iniblic  land  sold  in  the  Territory,  to  January  1,  1826 291,839.28 

^  ^        ^  960,915.74 

Quantity  of  public  land  remaining  unsold 16,600,oo4.26 
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No.  5.— MISSOURI 

TMe  .^hoicinc/  the  qvanlitij  of  pun-liafed  land  in  the  State  of  ilismuri,  and  the  manner  of  its  appropriation. 

Acres. 
Amount  of  piirchasrd  land,  it  being  the  total  within  the  State  limits 39,119,018.89 

Of  whicli  the  lulhjwing'  iteni.s  are  appropriateil: 

Amount  of  private  claim.s 966,086.52 

Two  townships  granted  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  acts  of  February  17, 

1818,  and  Mareii  (i,  1820 46,080.00 

Amount  of  military  locations 468,960.00 

Saline  reservations  allowed  by  act  of  Marcli  6,  1820 46,080.00 

Donations  to  State  lor  seat  of  government,  act  of  March  6,  1820 2,449.86 

1,529,656.38 
One  thirty-si.Kth  pari   of  the  jinrehased  land  is  reserved  I13'  law  for  common 

schools 1,086,639.41 

Net  quantity  of  public  land  suld  in  the  State,  to  January  1,  1826 980,372.41 

3,596,668.20 

Quantitj'  of  public  land  remaining  unsold,  which  cpiantity  includes  all  the  ■ 

unconfirmed  [jrivate  claims  in  the  State 35,522,350.69 

No.  6.— ARKANSAS. 

Table  showing  the  (plan tit )j  (f  /and  purchased  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  the  manner  of  its  ai^piropiiation. 

Acres. 
Amount  of  purchased  land  in  the  Territory 33,661,120.00 

Of  which  the  fcdlcjwing  items  are  appropriated: 

Amount  of  private  claims 59,681.97 

A[ipropriated  for  satisfying  military  warrants  of  the  late  war 1,162,880.00 

One  township  granted  for  seminary  of  learning,  to  be  located  on  the  wjtfers 

of  the  Arkansas  river,  act  of  February  17,  1818 23,040.00 

1,245,601.97 
One  thirty-si.xth  part  of  the  purchased  land  is  reserved  by  law  for  common 

schools : 935,031.11 

Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold  to  January  1,  1826 39,177.51 

2,219,810.69 

Quantity  of  public  land  remaining  unsold,  wliich  quantity  includes  all  the  • 

unconfirmed  private  claims  in  the  Territory 31,441,309.31 

No.  7.— LOUISIANA. 
Table  showing  the  quantity  of  land  j^urchased  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  manner  of  its  approjmation. 

^cres. 

Amount  of  purchased  land   includes  the  total  of  the  land  in  the  State,  estimated 31,463,040.00 

Of  which  the  following  items  are  appropriated: 

Two  townships  granted  for  seminary  of  learning,  act  March  3,  1811 46,080 .  00 

The  private  claims  in  this  State  are  numerous,  the  surveys  of  which  are  so 

^  limited,  and  returns  so  few,  it  is  impossible  to  give  a'  correct  statement 
of  the  number  of  acres  the  claimants  are  entitled  to,  including  grants 
and  donations  from  the  French,  Spanish,  English,  and  American  gov- 
ernments, they  may  be  estimated  at 5,000,000 .  00 

5,046,080.00 
One  thirty-si.xth  part  of  purchased  land  is  reserved  by  law  for  common  schools      873,981 .  66 

Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold  to  January  1,  1826 150,375  .  67 

'- 6,070,437.33 

Quantity  of  public  land  remaining  unsold 25,392,602 .  67 

No.  8.— MISSISSIPPI. 
Table  shoiuing  the  quantity  <f  land  jmrchased  in  the  State  of  JlississijJ^n,  and  the  manner  of  its  appropriation. 

Acres. 

Amount  of  purchased  land  in  the  State  lying  north  of  31°  of  latitude 12,474,854.00 

Land  lymg  south  ul  31°  of  latitude,  estimated  by  Tanner's  Atlas 1,713,600 .  00 

Owned  by  the  United  States  originally 14,188,454.00 
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Bi-mi,i;-lit  forwiinl 11, 188,454.00 

Of  which  tho  tullciwiii^'  items  arc  a|)iiru|iii;itcil,  Iviii;;-  iiMiih  ol':-;!     uf  hitilii.lc: 

Amount   of  private  claims,  surveys  of  Avhich  liave  not  lic<'n  i-eceivcii  al  liie 

General   Land  Oilice T)!;!,  l.")l    SS 

Amount  of  private  claims,  surveys  of  wliirli  aii'  nn  lile  in  the  Oi'ncral  Lauil 

Office,  January  1,  1827.  .  .  .  ." ll.A:;-2.  12 

Two  townships  i;'rante(l  for  seminary  of  learn  in  li.-,  (see  ai'l  FeliiMiary  20,  1810,)  4('i,(IS().  0() 

Fifty-four  sections  api)ropriate(l   fcir   sn|ipnrt  <>['  Indian  sidnmls  hy  trealy  "f 

Octolier  18,  1820 ' .' . . .  :i4,,'ii;o  no 

Two  sections  f!;ranted  for  seat  of  i;-(ivernmeid  to  Slate,  act  Feliriiary  20,  IslU  ],2sl).liO 

Four  sections  ii-ranteil  to  Indians  liy  treaty.  January  20,  1825 2.5011,00 

One  thirty-sixth  part  of  purchased  land  is  reserved  hy  law  lor  cmnmon  srhouls  :5'.I4,12:5.  72 


l,0(;o.4S7.72 
Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold   to  January  1,  1820 1,4S4.0>)1 .  2:i 


2,545,178.05 


Quantity  of  puMic  land  remainint;-  ujisolil 11,643,275.05 


Note. — Quantity  of  land  suld   includes  those  land.s  lying  in  .Mississippi  which  were  sold  at  the  St. 
Stephen's  land  oilice,  Alabama,  and  all  the  private  claims  in  the  State  lying  .south  of  31°  of  latitude. 

Xo.  9.— .\LAF,.\MA. 

Table  ^lioiring  thr  qiwntihj  of  land  /;»n7^o.^v■(/  in  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  and  tin-  ina)inrr  of  itx  ajijjirqn-iafion. 

»^cres. 

Amount  of  purchased  land  in  the  State 24,482,159 .  83 

Of  which  the  following  items  arc  appri)priated: 

Amount  of  surveyed  private  claims 57,909  .  35 

Amount  of  private  claims  selected  from  surveys    i:;,2;!0 .  23 

Four  townships  to  French  emigrants,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  ulive  9(1,905  .  95 

Two  townships  granted  to  State  for  seminary  of  learnin,g,  act  March  3,  1819  lO.OSO.OO 

One  township  granted  to  Connecticut  for  the  education  of  deaf  and  dumli.  .  23,040.00 

Indian  reservations,  of  12  miles  square,  within  tlie  surveyed  district 92,1()0.00 

Amount  nf  Indian  selections  from  the  luiblic  surveys 17,920.00 

One  town  lot  granted  to  State,  act  March  2,  1819 1,()2() .  00 

One  township  granted  for  use  of  salines,  same  act 23,040  .  00 


305,99.5-.  53 
One  thirty-si  xtli  part  of  purchased  land  is  reserved  bylaw  for  common  sclmols      080.059.  99 

Net  quantity  of  public  laud  sold  to  January  1,  1820,  in  the  State 3,107,240.73 

4.213,290.25 


Quantity  of  public  land  remaining  unsold 20,208,863 .  58 


Note. — The  quantity  of  public  hind  sold  at  St.  Stephen's,  lying  in  Mississippi,  is  de(liictcd  from  the 
amount  of  sales,  and  added  to  the  Mississii^pi  item  of  sold  laml. 

All  private  claims  lying  south  of  31°  of  latitude  are  included  in  tlie  cpiantity  of  [lublic  land  remaining 
unsold. 

No.  10.— FLORIDA. 
Table  sJioiving  tlie  quantity  of  land  in  the  Territory  if  Florida,  and  the  manner  cf  itn  appropriation. 

Acres. 
Amount  of  purchased  land,  being'  an  estimate  of  all  in  the  Territory,  except  the 

Indian  possession,  surveyed  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  of  4,032,940  , 

acres 31,254,120.00 

Of  which  the  following  items  are  appropriated: 

Selected  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  of  the  State  of  Kentucky 23,040.00 

Township  one  north,  of  range  one  east,    selected  by  General  Lafayette,  and 

patented  to  him ' *. 23,028.50 

Granted  for  seat  of  government,  town  of  Tallahassee 100.25 

Two  townships  granted  for  seminary  of  learning,  act  March  3,  1823 40,080.00 


92,308.75 
One  tliirt3'-sixth  part  of  purchased  land  is  reserved  by  law  for  connnon  schools  868,170.00 
Net  quantity  of  public  land  sold  to  January  1,  1826.' 55,089.08 


1,016,167.83 

Quantity  of  publicland  remainin.g  unsohl,  which  includes  all  grants  and  private 

claims  under  the  British  and  Spanish  governments 30,237,952.17 
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[No.  580. 


Statement  exhibiting  Ike  estimated  quantity  of  unceded  land  and  reservations  of  land  in  the  2yossession  of  the 
Indians  in  each  State  and  Territory  wherein  the  public  lands  are  situated,  January  1,  1826. 

qjjJq     409,.')0Lr)0     Indian  reservations. 

Indiana |  "'''899',I;32'.00  }  ^"'^'''''  reservations. 

Illinois \^?^'|'f°° 

Michigan,  on  the  peninsula.  ...  |  '^'^55'44o;oO  J  ^"'^'''^"  reservations. 

Missouri,  none. 

(  4, .'516,400.00     Cherokee  lands. 

Arkansas |  3,317,160.00     Choctaw  lands.     This  item  was  included  by  mistake  in 

the  table  of  unsold  lands. 
Louisiana,  none. 
Mississippi 14,188,4.54.00 

{  9,492,041.00]  r    1-  *• 

Alabama j       27  02.5  00  ]"  I'"'"*"  reservations. 

Florida 4,032,640.00 

Acres 55,947,453.60 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  580. 


[2d    Session. 


LAND    CLAIM   IN    INDIANA. 

CO.MMUXICATED    TO  THE  HOU.SE  OF    REPRESEXT.WIVES  FEBRUARY  21,    1827. 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabtima,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
and  documents  of  the  heirs  of  Jeremiah  Biickley,  deceased,  reported: 

That  George  Musser,  Sarah  Musser,  John  Smith,  and  Margaret  Smith,  James  G.  Ennis,and  Catharine 
Ennis,  the  petitioners,  represent:  That  about  June  11,  1796,  Jerennah  Buckley,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
purchased  of  one  T.  Dul.iois,  then  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  a  tract  of  land  containing 
one  hundred  acres, .situate  on  the  Waliash  river,  about  three  miles  above  the  town  of  Vincennes,  for  the 
consideration  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  and  shortly  thereafter  returned  to  Peimsylvania  and  deceased, 
leaving  the  said  Sarah,  Margaret,  and  Catharine,  and  one  son,  namely,  Thomas  Buckley,  his  infant  heirs, 
of  tender  years;  that  afterwards  the  said  Sarah  intermarried  with  George  Musser,  Margaret  with  Jo!m 
Smith,  and  Catharine  with  James  G.  Eimis,  all  living  now,  and  citizens  of  the  county  of  Warren,  and  State 
of  Kentucky;  that  the  said  Thomas  Buckley  has  sold  and  transferred  his  interest  in  the  same  to  the  said 
John  Smith.  Tliat  the  said  Dubois,  subsequent  to  the  sale  and  contract  as  above  to  the  said  Buckley,  viz: 
about  June  11,  1803,  conveyed  one  hundred  arpents  of  the  said  land,  equal  to  eighty-five  acres,  to  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  garrison,  &c.,  and  made  a  deed  of  conveyance  accordingly,  from  which 
it  also  appears  that  the  said  Dubois  recognized  the  conveyance  made  to  the  said  Buckley,  and  provided 
therein  for  indemnity  from  the  United  States,  in  case  the  heirs  of  the  said  Buckley  should  ever  call  on  him 
or  his  heirs  for  tlie  land.  The  petitioners  affirm  that  Dubois  sold  to  the  said  Buckley  one  hundred  acres, 
and  not  one  hundred  arpents,  as  represented  by  the  deed  to  the  United  States.  They  now  ask  a  retroces- 
sion of  the  land,  and  cmnpensatiou  for  the  destruction  of  timber,  &c.,  during  the  time  it  was  occupied  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

The  material  facts,  as  set  forth,  relative  to  the  contract  by  Dubois  to  Buckley,  and  the  deed  subse- 
quently made  by  Dubois  to  the  United  States,  are  satisfactorily  proved  by  documentary  evidence.  It  is 
also  proven  by  the  affidavit  of  three  persons,  certified  by  a  magistrate  to  be  respectable"  citizens  of  Knox 
.county,  Indiana,  that  the  United  States  kept  possession  of  the  said  land  from  1803  to  about  1813;  that 
durin;;  this  time  the  timber  was  destroyed,  or  made  use  of  for  building  the  garrison,  &c.,  and  that  its  value 
might  be  estimated  at  something  like  four  hundred  dollars. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  as  relates  to  the  retrocession  of  the 
land,  is  reasonable  and  just,  and  report  a  l)iil  for  that  purpose;  but,  as  respects  the  amount  demanded  for 
the  timlier  and  use  of  the  land,  they  consider  this  extravagant,  but  propose  to  give  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation, which  is  also  provided  for  in  the  bill  herewith  reported. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stai.es  of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned,  the  legal  heirs  and  representatives  of  Jeremiah  Buckley,  deceased,  formerly  of 
Pennsylvania,  respectfully  represent:  That  the  said  Jeremiah,  their  ancestor,  on  or  about  June  11,  1796, 
piirclia.sed  of  one  Touissaint  Dubois,  of  Vincennes,  in  Indiana,  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  Knox  county, 
abiiut  three  miles  above  the  town  of  Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash  river,  the  metes  and  bounds  where(jf  are 
descrilied  in  the  said  Dubois'  agreement  with  Buckley,  herewith  filed,  and  marked  A;  that  the  said  one 
Mundrcd  a(;res  so  purchased  of  tin-  said  Duliois  was  valuable  and  heavilv  timbered;  that  their  father,  the 
iaul  .leremiah  Buckley,  shortly  after  his  said  jiurchase,  departed  this  Hie,  leaving  your  petitioners  infants 
)1  lender  years;  liiat  since  they  have  arrived  at  age  and  investigated  the  said  purchase,  they  find  that  said 


of 
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Dubois,  by  deed  bearing-  date  September  11,  1803,  conveyed  the  said  one  liiindred  acres,  or  ratiier  nno 
hundred  arpents,  of  tlie  same  to  the  United  States,  wliicii  deed  is  duly  recorded  in  the  county  of  Knox 
aforesaid.  Your  petitioners  would  also  state  that,  by  reference  to  said  deed,  a  c.ipy  of  which  is  herewith 
exhibited,  marked  B,  the  said  Dubois  rocojynizcs  the  sale  so  made  to  your  pet  it  iouers'anceslor,  and  provides 
therein  for  an  indemnity  from  the  United  States  in  case  tlu;  heirs  of  said  Buidiley  should  ever  c;dl  on  him 
or  his  heirs  for  the  laml.  Your  petitioners  do  not  admit  that  said  Dubois  sold  to  their  ancestnr  one  hundred 
arpents  only,  as  he  has  represented  in  said  deed  of  conveyance,  but  thi'y  insist  u|ion  the  sale  and  purchase 
of  one  hundred  acres. 

Your  petitioners  do  not  admit  that  their  ancestor  owed  the  said  Dubois  any  balanc(^  for  said  land,  nor 
for  money  paid  as  security,  which  s;iid  Dubois  has  claimed  and  received  of  theUnited  States;  the  rei-eipt 
of  said  Dubois  for  the  full  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  land  is  herewith  filed,  marked  ('. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  state  that  at  the  time  the  United  States  took  possession  of  sai<l  land 
under  the  purchase  from  Dubois  the  tindier  thereon  was  very  valuable,  and  that  the  United  States  oilicers, 
soldiers,  and  agents,  as  they  are  informed,  have  cut  down,  taken  (jfi',  and  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  timl.ier 
on  the  same,  or  nearly  sn;  that  they  are  informed  that  the  tiud)er  so  taken  i")IV  and  u.sed  by  the  United 
Startes  was  reasonably  worth  .sSOO.  Your  petitioners  are  informed  that  the  Uiuted  States  occuiiied  part 
of  the  same  for  a  garrison  and  fort,  &c.,  but  that  it  is  nt)t  any  longer  needed  by  the  government  for  such 
purposes.  Your  petitioners,  the  premises  considered,  pray  that  the  title  to  said"  land  may  be  conveyed  to 
and  invested  in  them;  and  tliat  they  may  be  compensated  for  the  timber  so  taken,  used,  and  destroyed  by 
the  officers,  soldiers,  and  agents  of  the  government,  with  interest  thereon  from  September,  1803,  until  paid, 
and  such  reasonable  sum  for  the  occupancy  thereof  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable  and  just. 

They  represent  that  said  Jeremiah  Buckley  died,  leaving  Sarah  Musser,  late  Sarah  Buckley,  Margaret 
Smith,  late  Margaret  Buckley,  Catharine  Enn"is,  late  Catharine  Buckley,  and  Thomas  Buckley,  his  only 
children,  his  heirs  and  representatives;  that  the  said  Sarah  intermarried  with  Ge(jrge  Musser,  the  said 
Margaret  with  John  Smith,  ajid  the  said  Catharine  with  James  G.  Ennis,  all  living,  and  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Warren  and  State  of  Kentucky;  that  the  said  Thomas  has  sold  and  transferred  his  interest  in 
the  same  to  said  John  Smitli,  as  per  his  writing  herewith  filed,  marked  D,  and  is  about  removing  to  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

And  your  petitioners,  in  duty,  &c.,  will,  &c. 

george  musser. 
sarah  musser. 
john  smith. 
mak(;aret  smith, 
james  g.  ennis. 
catharine  enms. 

St.\te  of  Kexti-cey,  Warren  County,  ss: 

This  day  John  Hess  and  Margaret  Hess,  of  said  countj-,  personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  Jeremiah 
Buckley,  formerly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  then  of  Virginia,  and  who  departed  this  life  about  the  j'ear  1800, 
and  that  he  has  been  acquainted  with  Sarah  Musser,  Margaret  Smith,  Catharine  Ennis,  and  Thomas  Buckley, 
from  their  infancy  until  the  present  time,  and  that  they  were  the  children  and  heirs  of  said  Jeremiah 
Buckley,  deceased,  so  represented  and  believed  and  held  by  everj'  one  alway.s,  and  yet  are;  which  said 
Sarah  Musser,  Margaret  Smith,  Catharine  Ennis,  and  Thomas  Buckley  are  the  same  named  in  the  foregoing 
petition;  and  that  the  said  George  Musser  is  the  husband  of  Sarah,  John  Smith  the  husband  of  Margaret, 
and  James  G.  Ennis  the  husband  of  Catharine,  as  set  out  in  the  same. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  1st  day  of  October,  1825. 

JOHN  A.  WHITE,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Warren  County. 


B. 

Deed. — Touissaint  Dubois  and  v:ifc  to  the  United  States. 

This  indenture,  made  the  seventh  day  of  Xovember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  between  Touissaint  Duljois,  of  Vincennes,  in  the  county  of  Knox,  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
of  the  one  part,  and 'the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  other  part:  Whereas,  by  certain  articles  of 
agreement  liearing  date  the  11th  day  of  June,  1*I9(),  and  made  between  the  saiil  Touissaint  Dubois,  of  the 
one  part,  and  one  Jeremiah  Buckley,  of  Cumberland  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  other 
part,  the  said  Timissaint  Dubois,  for  the  consideration  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  did  grant,  bargain, 
and  sell  unto  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley  all  his,  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois',  claim  and  interest  of,  in, 
and  to  one  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  and  being  in  said  county  of  Knox,  which  said  tract  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  was  part  of  three  lots,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  binding  on 
the  Wabash  river,  and  adjoining  the  lot  of  Conifou  on  its  northeast  side,  purchased  by  him,  said  Duhois, 
from  Pierre  Latulip,  Pierre  Ganielin,  sen.,  and  Pierre  Gamelin,  jr.;  bounds  of  the  aforementioned  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  as  follows:  beginning  on  the  liank  of  the  said  river,  in  the  line  of  the  entire  tract 
and  midway  thereof,  and  to  extend  from  thence  with  the  same  up  the  river  to  its  northeast  corner  on  the 
river,  and  thence,  out  from  the  river  with  another  line  of  the  entire  tract,  a  sufficient  distance  to  include 
the  hundred  acres,  making  the  corners  at  right  angles;  and  reciting  therein  that  the  said  Dubois  was  not 
then  in  possession  of  a  patent  title  from  the  government  jn  and  to  the  said  land,  and  of  course  could  not 
at  that  time  legally  convey  to  the  said  Buckley  the  tract  sold  to  him;  under  these  circumstances  the  said 
Touissaint  Dubois  promised  and  engaged  for  himself  and  his  heirs  that  he  would  thereafter,  as  soon  as 
might  bo  in  his  power  so  to  do,  after  he  had  received  a  patent  for  said  land,  make  and  convey  a  full  and 
sufficient  title  in  fee  simple  to  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley  in  and  to  the  aforesaid  land  then  sold  to  him, 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  to  the  said  Buckley,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  as  in  and  ly  the  said   articles  of  agreement,  reference  being  thereunto  had, 
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will  more  fullv  and  at  large  appear;  and  whereas  the  quantity  of  land  by  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois, 
then  .sold  to  tiie  said  Jeremiah  Buckley,  was  one  hundred  arpents  only,  although  the  same  is,  through 
mi.stake  mentioned  in  the  said  agreement  to  have  been  one  hundred  acres;  and  whereas  there  now  remains 
due  Iron'i  the  said  Buckley  to  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois,  as  well  for  the  residue  of  the  said  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  in  the  said  agre.'inent  mentioned  as  for  money,  he  was  security  for  to  Thomas  Jones,  for 
tiie  proper  debt  of  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley,  the  sum  of  eighty-seven  and  a  half  dollars,  which,  witli 
interest  for  tile  same  from  the  year  IT'.tO  to  this  day,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
dollars-  and  whereas  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois  has  long  since  obtained  a  patent  of  confirmation  for  the 
said  tract  of  land,  and  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  convey  to  said  Buckley  the  laud  by  him  sold  to 
said  Buckley;  and  whereas  no  accounts"  or  information  have  been  received  or  heard  from  said  Buckley 
from  the  sa"id'  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-six  to  this  time,  although  every  possible  inquiry  has 
been  made  after  him  and  his  family;  and  it  is  therefore  believed  that  he  is  dead  without  heirs;  and 
whereas  the  United  States  have,  through  the  application  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  esq.,  governor  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  ('ornelius  r^yman,  esq.,  captain  in  the  first  regiment  of  infantry,  and  commanding  at 
Uort  Kno.x,  apjd'ied  to  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois,  by  the  direction  of  tlio  Secretary  of  War,  to  convey  to 
the  said  United  States,  for  the  pur|)ose  of  building  and  establishing  a  garrison  tliere(jn,  the  said  .one 
iumdred  arpents  of  land  so  by  him  agreed  to  be  sold  to  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley,  which  he,  the  said 
Touissaint  Dubois,  has  I'onseiited  to  do  on  their  paying  him  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-si.x 
dollars  so,  as  aforesai<l,  due  by  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley  to  him,  and  on  condition  of  the  said  United  States 
satisfying  and  compeiisating,"or  otherwise  agreeing  with  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley,  or  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
for  his  oi^their  estate,  right,  title,  or  interest  of  and  in  the  said  tract  of  one  hundred  arpents  of  kind,  by 
virtue  of  the  said  above-recited  agreement: 

Now,  this  indenture  witnesseth  that  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  said 
sum  of  one  liundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  United  States,  at  or  before  the 
sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  liereby  acknowledged,  hath  granted,  bargained, 
and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  United  States,  all  and  singular 
the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  oik;  hundred  arpents  of  land,  situate  in  the  said  county  of  Knox,  and  which  is 
particularly  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a  small  sassafras  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  near  to  two  white  oaks;  thence  south  thirty-eight  and  one-half  degrees  east,  along  a  line  of  Antoine 
Marashal's  one  hundred  and  lifty-four  perches,  to  a  post  near  two  elms  and  a  hickory;  thence  along  another 
of  said  .Marashal's  lines,  north  fifty-one  and  one-half  degrees  cast,  eighty  and  two-tenths  perches,  to  a  sugar 
tree  on  \Villiani  Mtdntosh's  line;  thence  with  said  line,  north  thirty-eight  and  one-half  degrees  west,  to  a 
sugar  and  .sj-camore  trees  at  higli-water  mark,  one  hundred  and  eightj'-six  perches;  thence  down  the 
Wabash  river  to  the  place  of  lieginning;  containing  one  hundred  arpents,  together  with  all  rights, 
members,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  to  the  same  tract  or  parcel  of  land  belonging  or  in  anywise 
a|ipertaining,  and  all  his  estate,  right,  title,  and  interest  of,  in,  and  to  the  same;  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
said  tract  of  one  liundred  arpents  of  land,  and  every  part  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  and  to  the 
use  of  the  said  United  States  forever.  And  the  said  Touissaint  Duliois  and  his  heirs  the  said  tract  of  land, 
with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  said  United  States  forever,  against  himself,  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois,  and 
his  heirs,  and  against  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  claiming  or  to  claim  by,  through, 
from,  or  under  him  or  them,  other  than  and  except  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  by 
virtue  or  in  i)ursuance  of  the  said  recited  agreement,  shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these 
presents. 

Provided  ahraijs,  ncve>iJielej<)i,  And  it  is  hereby  concluded  and  agreed  upon  by  and  between  the  said 
parties  to  these  presents,  and  it  is  their  true  intent  and  meaning,  and  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof,  that 
if  the  I'nited  States  do  not  and  shall  not  satisfy  and  compensate  or  otherwise  agree  with  the  said  Jeremiah 
Buckley,  Ins  heirs  or  assigns,  for  his  or  their  estate,  claim,  or  interest  in  and  to  the  said  tract  of  one 
hundred  arpents  of  land,  to  the  clear  indemnity  and  discharge  of  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois,  his  heirs  or 
assigns;  or  if  the  said  United  States  do  not,  and  shall  not,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter, 
well  and  sufficiently  save,  keep  harmless,  and  indemnify  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois,  his  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  of  and  from  all  costs  and  charges,  damages,  sum  and  sums  of  money  and  expenses 
which  he  shall  or  maj'  bear,  pay,  or  put  unto,  for,  or  by  reason,  or  on  account  of,  this  executing  of  these 
)u-esents,  or  by  reason  or  on  account  of  the  said  agreement  and  sale  so  by  him  made  to  the  said  Jeremiah 
Buckley,  then  these  presents,  and  every  clause,  article,  matter,  and  thing  herein  contained,  shall  from 
thencelbrth  cease,  determine,  and  become  absolutely  void  to  all  intents  andpurposes  whatsoever,  anything 
hereinbefore  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  to  these  presents  set  their  hands  and  seals. 

DUBOIS.  [l.  s.  ] 

JANE  DUBOIS^        [l.  s.  ] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 
II.  Knox. 
HoilKllT  Bairu. 

Inih.v.na  Tekbitokv,  Knox  Countij,  avl,: 

This  day  came  before  me  Touissaint  Dubuis  and  Jane  Dubois,  his  wife,  she,  the  said  Jane,  being  first 
examme.l  touching  her  right  of  dower,  and  voluntarily  relinquishing  her  right  of  dower  to  the  lands  herein 
menlioned;  eacli  did,  severally,  acknowledge  the  annexed  deed  to  be  their  act  and  deed.  Given  under  my 
hand  November  7,  1S03.  ^ 

THO.  S.  DAVIS. 

Recorded  in  my  office  in  Vincennes,  Knox  county,  the  6th  day  of  January,  anno  Domini  one  thtmsand 
eight  hundred  and  lour,  on  book  D,  pages  50,  51,  and  52. 

JOHN  GIBSON,  Jr.,  Recorder,  Knox  County. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  truly  copied  from  the  record  of  deeds  in  this  department. 

,,  ,.  C.  VANDEVENTER,  Chief  Clerk. 
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State  of  Ixphxa,  Knox  (Juiudij  :  Yincknnk.-^,  Oclohcr^'iS,  1825. 

Wlipvoas  Messrs.  John  Smilh  ami  (ic(ir;.;-i'  Miisscr,  dt  Kcnlncky,  liavi'  a))|ilic(l  in  us,  the  uiulcrsigncd, 
to  state  the  value  of  the  timber  which  was  on  a  certain  tract  of  land  sold  liy  'I'ouissaint  l)uliois  to  llie 
Uniti'd  States  in  the  year  1S03,  which  said  land  was  sold  to  one  Jeremiah  liuckley  in  the  year  IT'.Mi  hy 
the  said  Touissaint  Dubois:  This  land  is  sitnate  on  the  river  Wabash,  abmit  three  miles  up  saiil  river 
from  Vincennes,  and  contains,  aj;'reeably  to  said  Dubois'  conveyance  to  the  United  Slates,  one  hundred 
arpents  French  measure,  or  about  i'i;;dity-live  acres  En,t;'lish  measure;  but  said  Dubois  appears  to  havi.' 
sold  to  said  Jiuckley  one  hundred  acres  English  measure,  and  on  which  said  land  the  I'nited  Statis,  by 
their  oiliccrs  and  soldiers,  erected  a  garrison  and  named  it  Fort  Knox: 

Now,  we.  the  undersigned,  being  well  accjuainted  with  the  situation  ol'  said  land,  and  of  the  timber 
thereon  in  the  said  year  of  1803,  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  land  might  be  calhnl  a  goodly  tiinliereJ 
tract;  that  is  to  saj',  not  of  the  lirst  (juality  of  timbered  land,  but  perhaps  the  second;  and  altei'  mature 
delil.ieration  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  timber  on  said  land  was  worth,  at  the  tiirie  it  was  taken  po,-;sessicpu 
of  by  the  United  States  in  the  year  ls(.):l,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars.  We  know  that  ther<'  is  Uiiw 
no  tind'er  of  any  value  on  said  land.  We  know  that  the  said  timber  was  taken  oil' of  said  land  by  the 
I'nited  ."^tates  ollicers  and  soldiers  for  the  purpose  of  Imilding  the  fort,  for  lirewooil,  and  rails  for  iencing 
land  for  the  use  of  said  officers  and  soldiers  in  raising  corn,  vegetables,  &<■.;  that  th(^  said  fort  was 
occupied  and  held  in  pos.session  of  the  United  .'^tates  from  the  year  180o  until  removed  to  Vincennes,  wliieli 
was  in  1812  or  1813. 


In  testimonv  whereof,  we  have  hereto  set  oiu'  hand  and  seals 


Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  of- 

D.    C.    JoiIN'SOX. 


HOMER  JOHNSON.  [l.  s.  ] 
AQUILA  RAMSEY.  [n.  s.  ] 
SAM'L  CAIIUUTIIERS.  [l.  s.  ] 


State  of  Ixdiaxa,  Knox  County,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Frederick  Graeter,  a  justice  rif  the  peace  of  said  county,  the  within 
named  Homer  Johnson,  Aqnila  Ramsey,  and  Samuel  t'arruthers,  ami  nuide  oath  that  the  for(>going  and 
within  statement  and  valuation  is  correct  and  jnst,  to  the  best  of  tlieir  belief,  knowledge,  and  understanding. 

In  testimonj-  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  28tli  day  of  Octolier,  A.  I>.  1825;  and  I  do 
certify  that  the  said  Homer  Johnson,  Ac^uila  Ramsey,  and  Samuel  Carruthers,  are  all  respectable  citizens 
of  Knox  county. 

[l.  s.  1  F.  GRAETER,  J.  P. 

State  or  IxniAXA,  Knox  Counti/,ss: 

I,  Homer  Johnson,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify  tliat  Frederick  (rraeter, 
before  whom  the  above  oath  was  taken,  is,  and  was  at  tlie  time  of  taking  the  same,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  said  county,  duly  commissioned  and  qualitied,  and  that  full  faith  and  credence  is  and  ought  to 
be  given  to  all  his  official  acts  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  office,  at  Vinceimes,  this 

28th  dav  cf  October,  A.  D.  1825. 

[L.'g,.  ]  HO.  JOHNSON,  Clerk. 

St.\te  oF^xniAXA,  Knox  County  :  Yixcexxes,  October  28,  1825. 

Whereas  Messrs.  John  Smith  and  George  Musser  have  applied  to  me  to  make  a  statement  of  the 
situation  of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  and  timber  thereon,  in  1803,  which  was  sold  to  one  Jeremiah  Buckley 
in  the  year  1796  by  one  Touissaint  Dubois,  and  again  by  said  Dubois  conveyed  to  the  United  States  in 
the  moi'ith  of  September,  1803.  said  land  being  situate  oil  the  river  Wabash,  about  three  miles  up  said 
river  from  Vincennes,  and  contains,  agreeably  to  said  Dubois'  conveyance  to  the  United  States,  one 
hundred  arpents,  or  about  eighty-tive  acres  English  measure: 

^.  Now,  I,  Robert  Buntiu,  jr., 'formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  now  a  citizen 
of  Vincennes,  do  hereby  state  that  I  am  m.d  able  to  say  anything  as  to  the  timber  in  1803.  In  the  year 
1812  I  commanded  at  the  said  place,  called  Fort  Knox,  and  know  that  all  the  timber  of  any  value,  or 
much  value,  was  then  cut  off  of  the  land;  that  in  1813,  the  fort  being  moved  to  Vincennes,  all  the  buildings 
and  timber  then  at  the  fort  was  rafted  down  the  river  to  Vincennes,  and  used  in  building  another  fort; 
and,  further,  I  always  understood  that  the  timber  taken  off  of  said  land  was  made  use  of  for  building  said 
Fort  Knox,  for  firewood  for  the  fort,  and  for  rails  to  fence  ground  to  raise  corn,  vegetables,  &c.,  for  the 
use  of  the  officers  and  soldiers;  that  he  has  understood  and  believes  the  United  States  took  possession  of 
said  land  in  said  year  of  1803,  and  that  it  was  finally  evacuated  and  removed  in  the  year  1813  to 
Vincennes. 

In  testimonv  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

[l.  s.]       '   '  ^'-  BUNTIN,  Jr. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  of — 

Ho.    JOHXSOX. 

State  of  Ixdiaxa,  Knox  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Frederick  Graeter,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  this 
28th  day  of  October,  1825,  Robert  Buntin,  jr.,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
now  a  respectable  and  credible  citizen  and  witness,  and  made.oath  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  cor- 
rect and  true,  to  tlie  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

In   testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Vincennes,  the  day  and  date  before 

written.  „ 

[l.  s.]  •  F.   GRAETER,  -/.  P. 
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St.ue  of  Lvdi.\k.\,  Knox  County,  ss: 

I  Homer  Johnson  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify  that  Frederick 
Gract'cr  esn  before  wIkjui  the  abuve  oath  was  taken,  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  taking  the  same,  a  justice 
of  'till-  iioace'in  and  for  said  county,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified;  and  that  due  faith  and  credence  is 
and  oufe-ht  to  be,  p:ivcn  to  all  his  official  acts  as  such        ^       ^     „      ,  ,,  ,     f     <«  .  v  ^i  • 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  ot  office,  at  Vmcenues,  this 
2Sth  day  of  Octo'ber,  A.  D.  1825. 


[I.,   s.] 


HO.  JOHNSON,  Clerk. 


Articles  of  ao-reement  entered  into,  made,  and  concluded,  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  anno  Domini  one 
tlKiusand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  between  Touissaint  Dubois,  of  the  town  of  Vincennes,  and 
cmnitv  of  Knox,  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  of  the  one  part,  and  Jeremiah  Buckley, 
(if  Ciuiibcrland  county,  in  the  Comniouwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth: 

Tiiat  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
to  him  in  hand  jjaid  this  day  by  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledg-ed, 
hath  liurg-ained  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doth  bargain,  set  over,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  Jeremiah 
Bucklcv,  hi.s  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  his,  the  said  Touissaint  DuboLs'  title,  claim,  and  interest,  of, 
in,  and'  to,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Knox  aforesaid,  which  said  tract 
of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  is  part  of  three  lots,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
binding  on  the  Wabash  river,  and  adjoining  tlie  lot  of  Cunuifou  on  its  northeastern  side,  purchased  by 
hiin,  the  said  Dubois,  from  Pierre  Letalip,  Pierre  Gamelin,  senior,  and  Pierre  Gamelin,  junior;  bounds  of 
the  before-mentioned  one  hundred  acres  of  land  now  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois 
to  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley  to  be  as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  beginning  on  the  bank  of  the  said  river,  in 
the  line  of  the  entire  tract,  and  midway  thereof,  and  to  extend  from  thence  with  the  same  up  the  river  to 
its  northeast  corner  on  the  river,  and  thence  out  from  the  river,  with  another  line  of  the  entire  tract,  a 
sufficient  distance  to  include  the  hundred  acres,  making  the  corners  at  right  angles.  And  whereas  the 
said  Touissaint  Dubois  is  not  now  in  possession  of  a  patent  title  from  government  in  and  to  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  land,  and  of  course  cannot  at  this  time  legally  convey  to  the  said  Buckley  the  tract  now 
sold  to  him;  under  these  circumstances  the  said  Touissaint  Dui.iois  promises  and  engages,  for  himself  and 
his  heirs,  that  he  will  hereafter,  so  soon  as  it  may  be  in  his  power  so  to  do,  after  he  shall  have  received  a 
patent  for  said  land,  make  and  convey  a  full  and  sufficient  title,  in  fee  simple,  to  the  said  Jeremiah  Buck- 
ley in  and  to  the  aforesaid  land  now  sold  to  him,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  to  the  said  Buckley,  his 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars;  but,  in  case  it  should  so 
liappen  that  the  said  Dubois  cannot  obtain  a  legal  title  at  all  to  the  before-mentioned  premises,  using  proper 
endeavors  to  that  end,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  he  shall  be  no  further  accountable  to  the  said  Jeremiah 
Buckley,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  than  to  return  and  refund  to  him,  or  his  heirs,  &c.,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  above,  said  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Buckley  to  him  at  this  time. 

The  said  Jeremiah  Buckley,  for  his  part,  promises  and  engages  to  and  with  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois", 
that  whereas  there  ajipears  to  be  a  body  of  stone  useful  for  building  adjacent  to  the  river,  and  which  may 
be  altog-ethor  inchided  within  the  hundred  acres  now  purchased  by  him ;  that  in  case  said  stone  should 
be  so  included  within  his  lot  now  purchased  as  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Dubois  cannot  on  the  residue  of 
the  tract  discover  stone  as  fit  for  building  as  that  on  the  lot  now  sold,  within  two  feet  of  the  surface,  tliat, 
in  that  case,  it  is  agreed  by  the  said  Jeremiah  Buckley  that  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois  and  his  heirs  shall 
and  may  forever  enjoy  the  privilege  of  quarrying  stone  for  his  or  their  own  use  on  the  said  lot  now  sold 
to  him,  the  said  Buckley;  and,  furtlier,  the  said  Buckley  grants  the  privilege  of  getting  building  stone  from 
his  lot  aforesaid  to  Francis  Vigo,  for  his  own  necessary  use,  at  any  time  and  at  all  times  during  his  life 
or  residence  in  the  neighborhood;  but  this  privilege  to  be  allowed  him,  the  said  Vigo,  only  in  case,  as 
was  before  mentioned  with  respect  to  said  Dubois,  that  stone  may  not  be  had  as  aforesaid  on  the  residue 
of  the  entire  tract.  Lastly,  the  said  Touissaint  Dubois  further  promises  and  engages  to  sell  to  the  said 
Buckh.'y  forty  acres  more  of  land,  adjoining  the  south  end  of  the  hundred  acres  now  sold  to  him,  in  the 
ensuing  fall,  at  a  proportionate  price  witii  that  now  sold;  that  is,  in  proportion  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  for  one  hundred  acres,  should  the  said  Buckley  wish  to  purchase,  making  prompt  payment  for  the 
same,  and  provided  that  the  said  Dubois  shall  not  have  sold  such  land,  now  engaged,  to  some  other  person 
in  the  meantime. 

In  witness  of  all  which  agreements,  the  before-mentioned  parties  have  interchangeably  set  their  hands 
and  affixed  their  seals  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

DUBOIS. 

JERRY  BUCKLEY. 

N.  B.— In  addition  to  the  before-mentioned  agreements  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  Jeremiah 
Buckley,  he  agrees  that  the  said  Francis  Vigo,  in  case  stone  for  building  cannot  be  had  adjacent  to  the 
river  on  the  residue  of  the  above  tract,  that  he  shall  have  liberty  of  taking  stone  from  his  lot  on  the  river 
bank.  ■'  ° 

^-  B.— The  words  "within  two  feet  of  the  surface"  interlined  between  tenth  and  eleventh  lines  from 
the  foot  of  the  page  on  the  other  side,  and  the  words  "he  agrees,"  in  the  above  N.  B.,  were  interlined 
before  signing. 

'^'•-'^^^'^  JOHN  CORDELL. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 
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C. 

lioccivoil  t]ie  lltli  day  iif  .Tiiiic,  17!M'),  nl' .T(>rciiii:ili  l'ncl<lry,  tlic  siiiii  liriiiic  liunihcil  ainl  fniiv  ilollars, 
ill  full  iiayini.Mit  tor  one  liuiidivd  acri'S  nl'  land  this  day  sold  hy  nic  In  liiin.  and  |iail  icidaiK-  drsriilicd  i]i 
aiiielos  of  agTecmont  this  daj'  intLTcliaiiR'oaldy  sij;-ncd  liy  myself  and  the  ^aid  l'.ncklc_\,  as  liy  icfcii'm-c  l.i 
wliii'li  will  mure  fully  ajuiear.     I  say  received  iiy  me. 


Teste:  J.\mes  Johnshx. 
John  Cukiieli,. 


IK  i;t)lS. 


H)rn  CnxGRF.ss.]  No.    581.  [20  Sf.ssiok  . 

APPLICATION  OF  ILLIXOLS  FOR  A  CESSION,  ON  EQFITARLE  TEIIM.^,  OF  .\LI-  THE  MINERAL 

LANDS  IN  THAT  STATE. 

COMMUXIC.VTED  TO    THE  SENATE   FEBra'ARY  22,    182T. 

Ik'solvcd  bij  the  senati'  and  linui'c  of  reprcKcnlatirr^i  of  the  State  of  Illiiwi^,  That  enr  senators  in  Congress 
be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  in  ]irocijrinL;-  llie  passage  of 
a  law  by  Congress  to  surrender  to  this  State,  on  equitable  terms,  all  the  mineral  country  now  owned  by 
the  United  States  and  lying  within  the  territorial  limits  of  this  State. 

J.  M.  LEAN, 
Spcaler  of  the  Hou.-ie  of  Beprei^eiitatives. 
AVILLIA^[  KINNEY, 

Spealvr  of  the  Senate. 

State  of  Illixois,  .s.?;  Secretary's  Office,  Vandalia. 

I,  George  Forqucr,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that  tin.!  fiiregoing  is 
a  correct  copy  of  the  enrolled  resolution  on  file  in  this  ollice. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  hand  and  aflixcil  the  seal  of  the  State  this  24th 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1827,  and  of  the  iudependeuce  of  the  United  States  the  lifty-llrst. 

GEORGE  FORQUER. 


19th  Coxgress.]  '^0-   582.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF   INDIANA  FOR   FURTHER   RELIEF  TO   PURCHASERS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
coiDirxicATEn  TO  the  norsE  of  represextatives  February  2(i,  1827. 
JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  of  the  general  assembly  relative  to  the  purchases]  of  pulilie  lauds. 

Besolved  In/  the  general  o.s.'.f »!/)/(/  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  Tliat  our  senators  in  Congress  Ix-  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  ])assage  of  a  law  to  extend 
the  time  of  payment  on  all  lands  noyy  forfeited  or  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  to  authorize  eacli  and  every 
purchaser  whose  lands'  arc  either  forfeited  or  are  liable  to  forfeiture  to  redeem  the  same  on  making  prompt 
payment  tlierefor,  at  a  price  the  amount  of  which  (including  forfeited  iiayments)  shall  not  exceed  the 
7Hf;u'm inn  price  of  Congress  lands. 

Besolved,  further,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  aforesaid  lie  requested  to  procure,  if  jiossihle, 
the  passage  oi'  a  law  giving  to  every  purchaser  and  occupant  of  Congress  lands  wIkj  has  nuide  one  or 
more  payments,  and  wdiose  lands  have  been  forfeited  or  are  liable  to  forfeiture,  a  ])rivilege,  in  the  nature 

of  a  right  of  pre-emption  for years,  to  re]nirchase  the  same,  or  other  lands  of  equal  value,  at  a  sum 

which, 'added  to  his  former  payments,  shall  nnike  the  amount  per  acre  not  to  exceed  th<'  minimum  price  of 
Congress  lands;  and  that,  in  the  interim,  and  before  government  has  disposed  of  the  same,  every  purchaser 
■who\as  improved  his  lands  without  completing  the  payments  shall  have  the  [irivilege  of  occujiying  the 
same  and  enjoying  the  proceeds  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each 
of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

H   H.  MOOPE, 
Speafer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
.JOHN  n;  THOMPSON, 
President  <f  the  Senate. 
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,^      n              1                                                        No.   583.                                                               [2d  Session. 
19th  CnsnRESs.J  -^  "' 


ON  c'uvuoES  BY  \  hki'Uty  surveyor  against  the  official  conduct  of  the 
coMMi.-^ioxEi;  of  the  general  land  office. 

COMMl-XICATKI)  TO  TIIK   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT.VTIVES  FEBRrARY  27,  182T. 

Ml-  WiiiiTiF   from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  charges  ag-ainst  Gcorg-e 
*    '   (;r:.iiam!  Cmmissioner  ..f  tlie  General  Land  Office,  hy  John  AVilson,  late  a  deputy  surveyor  in  the 
eoutlieastern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported: 

That  said  charges  have  been  inider  the  consideration  of  the  committee;  that  the  accuser  and  the 
•iccuscd*  iiave  been  before  them;  and  that  all  the  witnesses  produced,  and  other  evidence  submitted  by  the 
respective  luirties  have  been  carelullv  and,  so  far  as  the  committee  can  judge,  impartially  examined,  and 
the  import  uf  the'  testimony  duly  considered.  The  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  submit,  in  as  brief  a 
manner  as  jiossible,  a  few  coniments  upon  the  evidence  produced  in  support  of  each  of  the  charges  exhibited 
a.'ainst  tiie  Conuni'ssioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  by  Mr.  Wilson. 

"  Tlie  lirst  charge  is  one  of  general  and  indefinite  import,  to  which  it  was  impracticable  for  the  accused 
to  answer;  for  whTch  reason  tlie  committee  conceived  it  improper  to  go  into  its  investigation.  This  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  charge. 

The  s'econd  charge  made  by  said  Wilson  against  l^Ir.  Graham  is  for  "  criminal  delinijuency  in  neglecting 
to  comply  with  instructions  of"  the  honorable  ^VilliaIn  H.  Crawford,"  directing  said  Graham  to  prosecute, 
on  civil  and  criminal  suits,  Gabriel  Winter,  of  Natchez,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  who  is  alleged  to  have 
Bworn  falsely  for  the  purj)ose  of  defrauding  the  United  States.  Under  this  charge  it  appears  that  the 
competent  authority,  viz  :  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  has  a  general  superintendence  of  the  land 
office,  is  responsible  (if  any  one  has  been  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  duty)  for  whatever  relates  to  this 
transaction;  but  the  committee,  according  to  the  evidence  submitted,  see  no  cause  to  attach  blame  to  any 
dcipartment  of  the  government,  as  will  satisfactorily  ajipear  by  the  documents  herewith  submitted. 

The  third  accusation  is  for  permitting  one  or  more  letters  to  be  opened  and  read  in  his  office  by  a 
person  to  whom  he  (the  said  Graham)  knew  they  were  not  addressed.  In  support  of  this  charge  no 
evidence  whatever  has  been  adduced. 

The  fourth  charge  is,  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  criminallj?  delinquent  in 
not  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  in  New  Orleans.  The  delin- 
quency here  charged  would  attach  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  to  any  oiBcer  of  the  government; 
but  itappears,  by  the  testimony  submitted,  that  no  infiirmation  was  submitted  to  either  Mr.  Graham  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  which  would  have  warranted  either  of  them  in  the  belief  that  the  register 
of  the  land  cillice  at  New  Orleans  ought  to  be  proceeded  against. 

The  liftli  charge  is  for  advertising  lands  for  sale  by  public  proclamation,  published  in  one  or  more  of 
the  public  papers,  on  August  .5,  1826,  on  the  Bayou  Grosse  Tete,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  absence 
of  tlie  President  of  the  United  States.  This  part  of  the  fifth  charge  was  abandoned  by  Mr.  Wilson  as 
indefensible,  and  was  not,  therefore,  inquired  into  by  the  committee,  as  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  evidence 
upon  which  to  ground  suspicion.  That  part  of  the  charge  which  accuses  Mr.  Graham  of  proclaiming 
lands  for  sale  on  Bayou  Grosse  Tiite  that  he  knew  were  confirmod  as  pre-emption  rights,  or  sold  at  public 
sale,  is  whollj'  unsupported  by  evidence;  but  even  admitting  the  fact,  that  the  proclamation  of  sale  did 
embrace  some  private  claims,  yet  the  committee  are  perfectly  satisfied,  from  evidence,  that  tlie  utmo.st 
caution  was  used  by  Mr.  Graham  to  guard  against  its  occurrence.  Mr.  Graham,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Harper, 
register  of  the  land  office  in  the  district  where  those  lands  are  situated,  under  date  of  September  19,  1823, 
suggests  to  ilr.  Harper  the  possibility  that  private  claims  might  interfere  with  lands  ofi'ered  for  sale,  and 
directs  him  to  inquire  into  the  fact.  The  lands  proclaimed  for  sale  in  August,  1826,  were  contained  in  an 
official  list  from  the  same  register,  as  containing  lands  that  had  not  been  ciflered  for  sale  under  a  former 
proclamation.  It  should  be  observed  that  the  power  of  bringing  the  public  lands  into  market  is  a  discre- 
tiiinarj'  one,  and  vested  in  the  President;  that  no  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
from  a  variety  of  causes  not  necessary  to  enumerate,  have  been  prepared  lor  sale. 

The  sixth  charge  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  is,  that  he  is  incompetent  to 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  that  he  has  made  returns  to  Congress  of  unsold  lands,  the 
calculations  of  which  jmiduce  results  so  erroneous,  and  of  such  data,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
their  being  acted  upcju.  The  committee  do  not  deem  it  their  province  to  decide  upon  the  competency  of 
officers  of  the  government  who  are  appointed  by  and  hold  their  offices  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States;  but  they  deem  it  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  to  say  that  the  records  of  his  office,  so  far  as  they  have  fallen  under  the  examination  of  the 
ciiinmittee,  exhiliit  much  accuracy;  and  that  all  the  returns  made  to  Congress  from  those  records  have  been 
made  with  great  care  and  lidelity;  that  he  has,  since  his  appointment  to  office,  introduced  a  new  method 
of  ascertaining  the  quantities  of  land  contained  in  the  plats  returned  to  his  office;  and  that  the  returns 
made  to  either  branch  of  the  national  legislature  from  his  office  have  been  as  accurate  as  it  was  practi- 
cable to  mak(!  them. 

The  seventh  charge  accuses  Mr.  Graham  of  withholding  private  papers,  and  refusing  copies  of  public 
papers  necessary  in  the  adjustment  of  legal  claims  on  the  government.  Mr.  Wilson  has  failed  to  make 
out  any  case  that  the  committee  tliiiik  reprehensible.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  it  appears  was  the  person  making 
the  applieation,  withheld  from  Mr.  Graham,  in  part,  the  power  to  comply  with  his  request,  by  withholding 
certain  papers  that  had  been  loaned  him  from  the  office,  and  which  formed  a  part  of  the  papers  of  which 
he  desired  oiiiies.  The  committee  will  state,  in  justification  of  Mr.  Graham  in  this  particular,  that  Mr. 
M  ilson,  in  March  and  May,  1826,  had  obtained  from  the  land  office  the  loan  of  certain  original  documents 
lor  the  avowed  purpose  of  taking  copies  of  them,  which  he  wnshed  for,  and  was  to  return.  Mr.  Wilson, 
thiiugh  frequently  called  on,  returned,  from  time  to  time,  but  a  part  of  tiiose  papers,  and  has  only  now,  on 
tlir  nrdrr  of  the  committee,  delivered  to  them  the  residue.  When  j\[r.  Wils(jn  called  for  copies  of  pajiers 
in  the  office  relating  to  the  same  sulject,  of  which  the  papers  he  had  in  his  possession  formed  a  part,  Mr. 
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Graluiin  declined  giving'  liiiii  the  copies  until  lie  slinuld  return  Iho  orig'inals,  tlieii  in  liis  jinssession,  which 
lie  (Wilson)  refused  to  <lii. 

No  testimony  has  been  adduced  to  sn|iiiiu-t  the  eiglith  accusatiim;  (lie  iillcgaliMn  that  aulheMticatcd 
charges  had  been  exhiliited  against  Davis,  and  that  Mr.  Graliani  liail  neglcited  [n  |;ikc  nieasui'es  f.ir  his 
removal,  is  also  wholly  unsuiiported.  U|"in  this  aHeg:ilinn  the  cnmmittrc  wmiiM  ri-iii;iik  thai  the  ('(imniis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  (.)l1ice  is  not  the  inoper  nlllecr  iM'turc  whuni  to  exhiliit  chaigcs  against  Davis 
f(U-  miscondiu't  in  ollice,  nor  has  he  tlie  i)iiwer  of  remuv;d,  and,  cunse.iuenlly,  ciinnnt  he  rcsimnsihh-  I'.ir  his 
continuance  in  ollice,  if  there  were  any  cause  of  remov.  alw  hicli  the  rununiltee  i-egardeil  ;is  fMii-ign  id  their 
iiKpiiry.  It  may,  however,  be  [iroper  to  remark  that  it  appears  IVcan  testimnny  befni-e  Ihi'  cdnunillec  that 
certain  charges  were  exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'rcMsury  against  Davis,  by  W'ilsdu,  which  h;uo 
never  been  decided  upon;  the  papers  withheld,  as  before  ni'iilidiii'd,  by  Wilsun  being  a  ]iaii  of  the  Icsli- 
niony  in  the  ease,   and  consequently  no  decision  coidd  be  niadi'  iipdii  thuse  charges. 

The  ninth  charge  is  for  |)ermitting  (ieorg'c  Davis  to  continue  a.  suit  brouglit  ag'aiust  the  Cduiplainant, 
and  jirecluding,  by  liis  ollii-ial  acts,  the  complainant  IVdiu  prdsecufing  suits  against  Davis,  &c. 

'file  hislia-y  of  this  eharg-e  is  shortly  as  t'dlldws:  Wilson  hil.l  the  niliri'  df  principal  ilcpiitv  snrvi'Vdr 
for  the  sdutlieasteiai  district  of  Louisiana  undi'r  Davis,  whu  is  tlic  survcvdr  dl'  ihc  lands  soiilii  ol'  Ten- 
nessee. Davis  dismissed  Wilson  from  ollice,  who  refused  to  gave  up  the  books  and  recoi-ils  of  his  ollice, 
on  the  in-otext  that  his  accounts  were  not  settled  and  ])aid.  Davis  instituti'd  suit  against  Wilson,  and 
obtained  possession  of  the  pap(>rs  so  withheld,  by  legal  ]irocess.  It  appears  the  suit  was  dismissed  after 
the  object  of  it  was  obtained,  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  impropriety  of  conduci.  whati/\cr,  on  the  |iart 
of  Mr.  (xraham,  respecting  the  prosecution  of  it.  AVilson.  in  his  turn,  brought  suit  ag'aiust  Daxis  for  some 
proceeding-  in  the  aliove-mimed  suit;  and  to  su|iport  the  charge  that  Mr.  Graham,  by  his  ollieial  ai-ts,  had 
precluded  him  from  prosecuting  his  suit  against  Davis,  he  testifies  that  lie  was  unable  to  jirocc^ed  in  the 
prosecution  in  conseriuence  of  the  refusal  of  Mr.  (iraham  to  settle  his  accounts.  Upon  this  testimony  it 
is  only  necessary  to  remark  that  it  proves  Mr.  Graham  had  no  legal  authority  to  settle  AVilson's  accounts, 
the  proper  oflicer  to  make  the  settlement  being  the  surveyor  south  of  T(ninessee;  nor  does  it  bring  into 
question  any  otiicial  act  of  Graham. 

The  tenth  charge  made  by  Mr.  Wilson  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  is  for 
wilful  misrepresentations  made  in  an  otiicial  report  to  Congress,  in  wliicli  said  commissioner  is  charged 
with  assig'ning  false  causes  why  the  lands  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  had  not 
been  surve^yed  and  brought  into  market,  wlien  the  said  commissioner  knew  that  said  lands  were  surveyed 
and  ready  for  market.  The  evidence  before  the  committee  most  clearly  proves  that  such  hail  been  the 
negligence  in  the  surveying  department  in  this  portion  of  the  Union  that  no  patents  could  be  satVdy 
issued  even  for  private  land  claims,  and  that  such  was  the  erroneous  nature  of  the  plats  of  survey  returned 
to  the  General  Land  OfHce  that  they  were  not  deemed  safe  documents  upon  which  to  act,  and  that  they 
have  been  returned  to  the  surveyor  for  correction.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  think  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  not  only  correct  in  the  assignment  of  the  causes  why  these 
lands  were  not  brought  into  market,  but  that  he  was  actuated  by  wise;  and  laudable  motives,  and  consulted 
the  best  interests  of  the  United  States  in  not  bringing  them  into  market. 

The  eleventh  charg-e  is,  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  asserted  that  the  continu- 
ance in  office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  L^nited  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  the 
fault  of  the  President  oi'  the  United  States,  &c. 

The  evidence  under  this  charge  is,  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice  remarked,  when 
representations  were  made  to  him  respecting  the  surveyor  of  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  that  so  long  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  saw  lit  to  continue  said  surveyor  in  ollice  he  was  bound  to  respect  hiin 
as  such.     Nor  does  it  yet  appear  that  the  said  surve_yor  ought  to  be  removed. 

Tlie  twelfth  and  tlie  last  charge  is  for  having  stated  wilful  and  deliberate  falsehoiids  in  relation  to 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  deputy  survej'ors. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  party  himself  to  this  charge,  also  Colonel  Dinsuiorc,  and  the  docu- 
mentary proof,  and  are  perfectly  and  fully  satisfied  that  no  part  or  portion  of  the  charge  is  sustained. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  wliom  was  referred,  for  investigation  and  report,  cliarges  against 
George  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office,  instituted  by  John  \Vilson,  late  principal 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  piroceeded  to  the  investigation  of  the  subject. 

MoxiuY,  Fchrvar;/  19,  182t. 

The  committee  met.  Present:  Mr.  Scott,  chairman,  Mr.  Jennings,  ;\Ir.  Vinton,  Mr.  Gurlcy,  Mr. 
AVhipple,  Mr.  Strong,  and  Mr.  AVailes. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

TrESD.^Y,  February  20. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     All  the  members  present. 
John  Wilson,  the  comi^Jainant,  sworn  and  examined. 
Adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

"WEDXESD.iY,  Fehruanj  21. 

The  committee  met.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Ordered,  by  the  committee,  That  Mr.  Wilson  produce  t(j  the  committee  the  following  papers  by  10 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning: 

Letter  from  Ct.  Davis  to  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  dated  February  17,  1825;  same  to 
same,  dated  February  22,  1825;  same  to  same,  (not  dated;)  same  to  same,  dated  March  18,  1825;  same 
to  same,  dated  January  21,  1825;  G.  Graham  to  Hon.  K.  lUish,  dated  March  15,  1S2G;  G.  Davis  to  Com- 
missioner, dated  January  3  and  5,  1825. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Graham  produce  tlie  correspondence  between  himself  and  G.  Davis  since  December 
22,  1824. 
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^il-is  Din.n.un.   (icM-e  W  .,,,1,  Jol.u  M.  Moore,  and  Samuel  1)    knig. 

T1,I  cl '.n Plainant?  John  Wilson,  stated  he  had  no  other  Nvitnesses  to  examine. 
The  committee  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TiuKSDAY  Fdiruary  22. 

The  conunittee  met.     Present:  all  the  menibers. 

John  Wilson   the  comidainaiit,  examined  by  the  committee.  .     .     „  ,  .  , 

A      \V  Is  m  nV  duct.d    n  imrsuance  of  the  order  of  yesterday,  all  the  papers  required  of  him  except 

th.  iJll;,  V!:;:"  'eoiS  (i-i'-l  to  the  Ih,u.  P.  Push,  dated  March  15,  1826,  the  right  to  the  production  of 

which  letter  the  committco  waived. 

Samuel  1).  King  was  i'urtlier  examined. 

Pohert  King  sworii  and  examined. 

Georu-o  Wood  further  examined.  i        w,  i  •     j 

Mr  (Trah-.m   in  compliance  with  the  order  of  yesterday,  pr,.duced  the  correspondence  as  required. 

b/v'/cm/    That  Mr   Wilson  produce  the  following  papers  by  10  u'clock  to-morrow  morning: 

Letter  from  G.  Davis  to  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  May  27,  1825;  same  to  same, 

*^"**^  A  sUitl'ment^'inade  by  the  deputy  surveyor  from  Donaldsonville,  who  was  present  when  Mr.  Davis' 
letter  to  Mr  WiLson  was  presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Lyman.  „   ,„„_ 

•ilso'a  statement  by  Mr.  Turner,  mentioned  in  the  postscript  to  the  letter  of  January  3,  182o.- 

\  copy  of  a  letter  i-eceived  from  Mr.  Harper,  sent  in  the  letter  of  January  5,  1825. 

Two  inemoranda,  marked  A  and  B,  contained  in  the  letter  of  January  21,  1825. 

Copies  of  papers  marked  1  and  2,  being  a  letter  from  Mr.  Turner  and  a  list  of  books  and  papers 
received  by  him;  also  papers  3  and  4,  being  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  G.  Davis  to  S.  H.  Harper,  and  his 
original  letter  in  reply,  contained  in  G.  Davis' letter  of  March  18    1825.  r,    T^     •     ■        ,  .. 

Tlie  copy  of  a  letter  from  G.  Davis  to  J.  C.  Turner,  received  April,  1825,  from  &.  Davis,  m  a  letter  not 

A  copy  of  G.  Davis'  note  to  the  district  attorney  at  New  Orleans,  received  in  George  Davis'  letter  of 
February  IT,  1825. 

The' committee  adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  23. 

The  committee  met.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Silas  Dinsmoor  further  examined. 

Mr.  AVilson,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  yesterday,  produced  all  the  papers  except  the  "statement 
made  by  the  deputy  surveycu-  from  Donaldsonville,  v.'ho  was  present  when  Mr.  Davis'  letter  to  Mr.  Wilson 
was  presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Lyman;"  and  being  required  to  produce  that  paper,  he  ofl'ered  the  following 
affidavit. — (See  it,  marked  I),  and  tiled  in  the  papers.) 

The  committee  adjourned  till  3  o'clock  this  day. 

The  committee  met  itursuant  to  adjournment      All  the  members  present. 

Committee  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

S.WDRDAY,  FebTuary  24. 

The  committee  met.     Present:  all  the  members. 

Committee  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  next  at  10  o'clock. 

Monday,  February  20. 

Committee  met.     All  the  members  present. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Graham  to  L.  Wailes,  dated  February  28,  1824,  marked  A,  filed  under  second  charge. 

John  Wilson,  a  witness,  sworn  and  examined  as  follows: 

Question.  Do  you  know  if  any,  and  what,  steps  were  taken  by  Mr.  Graham  for  the  prosecution  of 
Gabriel  Winter  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the  letter  of  February  28,  1824? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  steps  were  taken  to  prosecute  Winter. 

Question.  Do  j-ou  kn(nv  what  reply  Wailes  made  to  the  letter  of  February  28,  1824  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  fact  in  relation  to  the  prosecution  of  Winter  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  the  prosecution  of  Gabriel  Winter  was  abandoned  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  the  opening  of  a  letter,  as  specified  in  the  third  charge  ? 

Answer.  I  called  at  Mr.  Graham's  office,  and  was  informed  by  Mr.  Graiam  that  there  was  a  letter 
which  had  been  there  for  twi.i  or  three  days,  and  which  had  been  opened;  which  letter  is  herewith  filed, 
marked  B. 

Que.^lion.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  letter  which  was  opened  with  Mr.  Graham's  knowledge  ? 

Ansicer.  None. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Graham  inform  you  that  the  letter  had  been  broken  open,  and  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  He  informed  me  that  Mr.  Wilson,  a  member  of  Congress,  had  broken  it  open  and  made  the 
endorsement  thereon,  which  is  as  follows:  "Seal  broken  through  mistake,  supposing  this  letter  was 
intended  for  John  Wilson,  a  member  of  Congress."  The  letter  was  sealed  at  the  time  1  received  it  at  Mr. 
Graham's  office. 

Question.  State  all  you  know  in  relation  to  the  twelfth  charge. 

Answer.  I  called  on  Mr.  Graham  for  the  settlement  of  my  accounts,  and  stated  that  I  understood 
from  Colonel  Dinsmoor  that  Mr.  Graham  said  that  he  would  settle  thimi  when  presented;  Mr.  Graham 
replied  that  he  had  never  said  he  would;  that  Mr.  Davis  was  the  proper  person  to  settle  them. 
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(^)ue!:li(jn.  AVhat  do  you  know  in  relaticm  tn  thr  niiitli  cliiu;L;'c? 

Answer.  In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Graiiiuii  lie  said  that  Davis  Imd  scut  on  an  ai'cuunl  for  >;liii), 
as  charges  tor  prosccutini;'  a  suit  against  witness  in  liriialf  nf  the  I'nitcil  Slal<'s,  and  that  hr,  ( uahain,  hail 
written  to  Davis  to  know  wliy  said  snit  was  cdnliuunl  against  witness.  Said  .snit  was  inslihiti'd  liy 
Davis  to  recover  $'2,000  alleged  to  bo  due  the  govfninicnt,  and  that  he  ai'turwards  fnniid  that  the  suit  was 
brought  to  reciivcr  books  and  pajHTS  in  possession  of  witness.  Witness  l>elieves  tliat  said  snit  was  ndl 
instituted  by  order  of  Graham.  That  the  papers  were  afterwards  taken  ont  of  his  possession  hy  legal 
process  in  said  suit. 

Quexlion.  Did  Mr.  Graham  ever  preclude  you  from  prosecuting  suits  against  Davis? 

Answer.  He  refused  to  settle  my  accounts,  and  in  that  wa\'  i)revented  me  from  prosecuting  suits 
against  Davis. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  tiraham  was  inl'ormed  of  the  register  at  \ew  Orleans  reci'i\  ing  or 
exacting  illegal  fees,  as  mentioned  in  the  fourth  charge,  and  when  was  he  so  informed? 

xlnswcr.  I  d(j  not  recollect  when;  it  was  between  August,  1825,  ami  this  time.  I  inlbrmed  Mr.  I  Iraliam 
that  Mr.  Harper,  the  register  at  New  Orleans,  had  exacted  fees  wliicli  he  was  not  cntitleil  to;  that  he  had 
received  from  ten  to  tifteen  dollars  each,  for  making-  entries  of  back  concessions,  when  the  law  entitleil 
him  to  but  twenty-tive  cents  each.  I  also  mentioned  that  I  had  a  letter  in  niy  possession  froiu  William 
Kenna  &  Co.  to  R.  H.  Lee,  but  did  not  show  the  letter  ti.i  Mr.  (iraham. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  e.xhiliited  any  written  charges  against  the  said  register  at  New  C)rleans';' 

Answer.   I  have  not. 

Question.  Ilave  you  ever  inf  irmed  Mr.  Graham,  in  writing,  that  tlie  reg'ister  had  received  illegal  f(,'es? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have. 

Question.  Did  you  request  an  in(piiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  register? 

Answer.  In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Graham  I  stated  that  I  thought  an  inipiiry  ought  to  be  instituted 
into  the  official  conduct  of  the  register  but  made  no  formal  request. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  charges  having  been  exhibited  by  any  other  person  against  the  said 
register? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Que.ftion.  Did  yon,  or  did  you  not,  know  that  the  Secretary  of  tlio  Treasury  was  a  jirojier  ]iublic 
agent  to  whom  to  comnumicate  the  alleged  misconduct  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans, 
as  contained  in  your  fourth  specitication;  and  if  so,  did  you  communicate  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury? 

Answi'r.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having'  made  a  communication  to  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Treasury;  I 
considered  Mr.  Graham  the  projier  person. 

Mr.  Wilson  aliandons  that  part  of  the  fifth  charge  whicli  relates  to  Mr.  Graham's  having  advertised 
lands  for  sale  without  the  authority  of  the  President. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  lands  proclaimed  for  sale  August  5,  182G,  and  referred  to  in  the  tifth 
charge,  sold  in  pursuance  of  that  proclamation? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;   I  believe  the  proclamation  was  withdra^-n  before  the  day  of  sale. 

Questioyi.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  (irahani  has  knowingly  communicated  to  Congress  false  calculations 
of  the  returns  of  unsold  lands?     And  if  so,  state  the  particular  facts. 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  he  has  knowingly  made  false  returns  to  Congress;  l)ut  I  believe  the}' 
have  been  errtmeons. 

Question.  In  what  particular  are  they  erroneous? 

Answer.  In  this:  that  I  believe,  from  information,  that  the  calculations  of  the  arrears  of  land  sur- 
veyed were  made  geometrically. 

(Question.  Do  you  know  how  the  calculations  of  the  returns  made  ti5  Cong'ress  of  unsold  lands  were 
made? 

Answer.  I  do  not;  but  was  informed  that  all  the  calculations  were  made  geometrically.  I  did  not 
allude  to  any  particular  return  to  Congress. 

Question.   What  papers  do  you  allude  to  in  the  seventh  charge,  ami  wluit  person? 

Ansicer.  I  allude  to  myself  as'  the  person;  and  the  papers  I  allude  to  were  papers  sent  to  the 
register's  office  for  the  settlement  of  my  accounts,  and  now  filed  there;  and  I  allude  to  no  other  papers. 
I  think  Mr.  Graham  withheld  jiapers  longer  than  he  ought  to  have  done,  though  they  were  afterwards 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  register  for  the  settlement  of  my  accoimts. 

Question.  Did  you  file  the  papers  alluded  to  with  Mr.  Graham  yourself,  or  were  they  filed  with  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his  re[)ort  thereon? 

Answer.  1  understood  that  they  were  filed  with  Mr.  Graham  liy  the  Secretary  for  his  report  thereon. 

Question.  Were  the  papers  to  which  you  allude  papers  wliich  related  to  your  official  duties,  and 
which  it  was  necessary  for  you  to  transmit  to  the  officers  of  the  government  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
your  accounts;  or  were  they  your  own  pri\ate  papers,  which  you  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  preservation 
to  settle  j'our  own  claims? 

Answer.  I  considered  they  were  public  official  papers  necessarj'  to  be  filed  for  the  settlement  of  my 
accounts;  but,  that  done,  I  ci.msidered  myself  entitled  to  a  part  of  tbeni. 

Ques'ion.  Did  Mr.  Graham  promise  you  copies  of  papers;  did  he  afterwards  refuse  to  furnish  them; 
and  for  what  reason  did  he  refuse  you  a  reference  to  public  documents  necessary  in  the  settlement  of  your 
accounts? 

Answer.  Mr.  Graham  did  promise  me  copies  of  [lapers  which  I  considered  imp<irtant  to  me  in  the 
settlement  of  my  accounts;  which  papers  were  afterwards  refused  by  his  clerk,  or  a  reference,  in  any 
way,  to  them,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  Mr.  Graham  had  directed  that  no  coi)ies  should  be  furnished  me 
until  I  returned  some  papers  belonging  to  the  files  of  his  office.  Mr.  Graham  did  not  ask  me  to  surrender 
those  papers  when  he  promised  me  the  copies. 

J.  AVILSON. 

Hon.  Jolin  Wilson,  member  of  Congress  from  Soutli  Carolina,  sworn: 

Question.  What  do  you  know  relative  to  the  breaking  open  a  letter  addressed  to  John  Wilson,  as 
mentioned  in  the  third  charge? 

Answer.  I  received  a  letter  fnjnr  the  post  office  at  the  Capitol  addressed  to  John  Wilson  or  George 
Graham,  and,  supposing  it  intended  for  me,  broke  it  open.  On  perusing  the  letter  I  discovered  tliat  it 
was  ni.it  for  me.  I  immediately  returned  it  to  the  post  office,  having  made  the  endorsement,  in  my  own 
handwriting,  of  the  mistake.     The  letter  wa.s  sealed  by  myself  or  the  postmaster. 
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(jw.<tiun.  Dill  yovi  ever  open  any  letters  in  ilr.  Graham's  office,  with  the  privity  and  consent  of  Mr. 
Graliani,  aiiih-essecl  to  .Tulni  Wilson? 

A)U-nci'r.  I  never  did.  ,,        n  i  *     t  i      t.\t-, 

(Jtwslion  bij  John  WiL^on,  the  complainant.   Are  your  letters  generally  addressed  to  John  A\  ilson,  esq., 

or  to  the  Hon.  John  Wilson? 

■ln<wei-    I  have  received  letters  addressed  in  both  ways. 
^"'"*^'-  JOHN  WILSON. 

ITon.  Mr.  llaile,  member  of  Congress,  sworn: 

Our^tlon    State  what  yon  know  in  relation  to  the  eighth  charge. 

^l(is)C.T  1  know  n.ilhing  of  his  (Graham's)  neglect  to  carry  into  eflect  his  instructions  m  relation  to 
Geop'-e  Davis  I  know  noUiing.  of  my  own  knowledge,  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  accounts,  (the 
■iceuunts  of  deputy  surveyors;)  iK.ir  do"l  know  that  any  charges  were  ever  filed,  or  representations  made, 
reiiulriu"-  Mr.  Graham  to  remove  Mr.  Davis,  except  what  others  have  told  me  since  my  arrival  in  the  city 
of  Washington.     1  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  George  Davis,  and  I  have  never  officially  applied 

for  his  removal  from  office.  -rr .  tt  ,-, 

WM.  HAILE. 

Silas  Dinsmoor,  sworn :  .     .  ,  ,      ^ 

Oiirsllon.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  George  Graham,  Commissioner  ot  the  General  Laud  Office, 
has  ne-'lecled  U)  carry  into'  effect  his  instruction  to  George  Davis  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  deputv  surveyors? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Graham  neglected  to  carry  the  instructions  into  effect.  It  is  a  fact 
that  thev  were  not  carried  into  effect;  but  I  do  not  know  whose  neglect  it  was. 

Qv'fMlon.  In  what  jiarticular  were  they  not  carried  into  effect? 

An)<wcr.  George  Davis  neglected  and  refused  to  pay  the  deputy  surveyors,  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Graham,  dated  August  15,  1824,  and  annexed  to  the  charges. 

Oitcsllon.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  whether  any  charges  have  been  exhibited  to  Mr.  Graham 
against  George  Davis? 

An/'wcr.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Graham  state  to  you  that  charges  had  been  exhibited  to  him  against  George  Davis; 
and  if  so,  when  and  by  whom? 

Antfirer.  In  February,  18'2G,  I  was  at  Mr.  Graham's  office,  and  ho  inquired  if  I  knew  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
said  that  heavy  charges  had  been  exhibited  against  George  Davis,  but  did  not  say  they  had  been  exhil.iited 
to  hiui;  nor  did  he  specify  what  the  charges  were;  nor  do  I  know  what  proof  was  exliibited  to  Mr. 
Graham  in  support  of  said  charges. 

(Jitestion.  Did  you  ever  exhibit  to  Mr.  Graliam  affidavits  from  deputy  surveyors  and  others  showing 
that  Mr.  Davis  had  been  guilty  of  improper  conduct  in  office,  and  complaining  of  his  incompetency  to  the 
duties  of  the  office? 

Ansicer.  I  did  present  to  Mr.  Graham,  in  January  last,  affidavits  from  John  Gilmore  and  William 
Brown,  deputy  surveyors,  and  a  letter  from  Joseph  Dunbar.  These  were  accompanied  by  certificates  from 
men  of  good  character;  which  affidavits  stated  that  said  Davis  was  unworthy  of  public  or  private  con- 
fidence. These  papers  were  returned  to  me  in  a  letter  from  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  January  30, 
1827.     A  few  daj-s  after  they  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Graham  they  were  returned  by  my  request. 

Question.  State  at  whose  instance  those  affidavits  were  taken,  and  for  what  purpose  they  were  given 
to  you,  and  by  whom. 

Answc):  The  affidavits  were  taken  at  my  instance.  They  were  taken  to  convince  the  government  of 
the  impropriety  of  sending  me  back  to  Davis  for  the  settlement  of  my  accounts,  and  not  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  filing  them  as  charges  for  the  removal  of  said  Davis  from  office,  but  for  my  own  justification; 
and  when  returned  to  me,  I  presented  them  to  the  President  of  the  Lhiited  States,  with  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Graham. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Graham  ever  took  any  measures  for  the  removal  of  Davis? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not.  Mr.  Graham  stated  to  me  that  so  long  as  the  President  retained  said  Davis  in 
office  he  (Graham)  was  bound  to  respect  him. 

Que.'ition  by  Mr.  Wils(m.  Please  state  if  you  had  any  other  motive  in  showing  those  affidavits  to  Mr. 
Graliam;  and  if  so,  what  were  the}',  and  any  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Graham  in  relation  to  the  charges 
against  Davis? 

Answer.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  I  have  already  fully  answered  that  question. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Graham,  in  his  report  to  Congress  of  December  20,  1826,  wilfully 
misrepresented  the  causes  why  the  lands  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  had  not  been  surveyed  or  brought  into  market  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  he  did.  I  believe  there  is  an  error  in  the  statement  of  the  date  of  my  dismissal. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  emanated  from  Mr.  Graham's  office. 

Question.  Have  you  retained  in  your  possession,  since  1824,  any  papers  relative  to  surveys  south  of 
the  31st  degree  of  latitude  ? 

Ansicer.  I  retained  the  field  notes  of  all  tlu;  surveys  until  the  9th  of  November  last,  when  they  were 
delivered  to  an  agent  of  the  government. 

Question.  Do  you  know  tluit  Jlr.  Graham  stated  any  wilful  and  deliberate  falsehoods  in  relation  to  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyors  of  the  eastern  and  southeastern  districts,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  ? 

An.ficer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  Inj  3Ir.  ]Vlt.-:oi).  Did  !Mr.  Graham  state  to  you,  in  conversation,  that  on  presenting  my  accounts 
to  him  they  would  be  adjusted? 

An.vicer.  Mr.  Graham  stated  to  me  that  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Wilson  can  be  settled  on  presentation. 

Que.'ttlon  l»/  Mr.  Graliam.  Have  I  not  iiiiif(jrmly  stated  to  you  that  the  accounts  of  the  principal  deputy 
surveyors  should  be  settled  by  the  survey(jr  under' whom  they" acted? 

Answer.  You  have. 

Question.   Did  Mr.  Graham  slate  to  you  that  your  accounts  should  be  settled  here? 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

SILAS  DINSMOOR. 
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George  Woml  s\v(irn: 

(Juedion.  Do  you  kihiw  nl'  ^fr.  rJi-aliam's  witlilmldiiiL;'  any  iiii|iiirlaiil  |ia|icr.<,  m-  any  ntlier  ]>a|ic|-s, 
jnviiorly  belonging  to  any  person,  or  ol'  his  rel'using  to  fiirnisli  co[iie.s  of  any  sueli  pajiers  alter  iia\ing 
promised  so  to  do. 

Aiiifwer.  I  do  not. 

(Jue.<liu».  Do  you  know  that  ^[r.  (irahani  rcfnsod  t"  alhjw  to  ^fr.  \\  ilsnn,  m-  any  other  persnn,  a  rdor- 
<;ncc  to  public  documents  \vliieh  were  neei'ssary  Inr  hiiu  to  have  in  the  setlhinrnl  ii|'  his  h'gal  elaims  on 
the  government '! 

Ansin'r.  Mr.  A\'ilson,  in  March,  1820,  called  on  Mr.  (irahani,  at  tlio  General  Land  Ollice,  Ibr  ccif.ain 
pajiers  addressed  ti.i  him  as  the  ('ommissioner,  which  ilr.  (Irahani  directed  ine  to  give  to  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
to  take  his  receipt  ibr  them,  which  I  did.  It  was  distinctly  understood  by  me,  from  tla^  Conuuissioner, 
that  Mr.  Wilson  was  to  return  them  to  the  liles  of  the  ollice  as  soon  as  it  was  jii-aeticable  Ibr  him  to  make 
copies  of  them.  After  Mr. Wilson  had  had  them  in  his  jiossession  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  1  called  on  him,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Graham,  to  return  tliem,  \\hich  he  promised  im-  tn  du  williuut  ilolay.  lie  did  not  I'etiMii 
them.  I  repeatedly  called  on  him,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  tJraham,  and  received  from  Mr.  Wilson  rejieated 
assurances  that  he  would  return  them.  On  May  10,  18'2t),  Mr.  (irahani  came  into  my  room,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  rcipiested  nie  to  deliv(>r  a  bundle  ol'  pajiers,  which  he  then  gave  me,  to  Mr.  \Vilson, 
and  to  take  his  receipt  for  the  same;  which  1  did,  and  the  receipt  is  now  in  1113'  [losscssion.  A  long-  time 
ebqised,  sufficient  lor  Mr.  Wilson  to  have  made  copies  of  tlicm  all.  \\  hen,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Graham,  I 
called  on  Mr.  Wilson  for  them;  he  promised  that  these  papers  should  be  niturned  in  a  day  or  two;  that 
he  was  then  preparing  copies  of  them.  I  made  many  ajiiilications  for  thesis  papers  as  they  were  important 
letters,  and  the  frequent  reference  n)ad("  to  the  liles  of  the  surveyor  g'eneral  at  Washington  made  it 
highly  important  that  thej^  should  be  in  tlieir  jiroper  places;  this  1  stat(;d  to  Mr.  \\  ilsnn.  lie  returned  to 
the  ollice,  about  the  month  of  September  or  Octolior,  the  lett(.'r  of  Mr.  Davis,  dated  February  4,  182t),  and 
the  accompanying  papers,  and  stated  that  ho  had  in.it  done  with  the  papers  still  in  his  liamls.  In  Decem- 
ber last  the  papers  which  were  loaned  to  Mr.  Wilson  more  than  seven  months  before  were  returned  to 
the  office  by  the  honoralile  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  other  papers,  and  referring  to  the  Commissioner 
ii  communication  relating  to  !Mr.  Wilson's  accounts.  Tiiese  piapers  were  handed  me  by  the  Commissioner. 
On  my  receiving  the  fair  copy  of  his  re]ily  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gi'aham  said  to  nu;  "that 
here  were  the  papers  which  ilr.  Wilson  had  so  long  detained,  and  that  they  should  be  returned  to  this 
office  when  the  Secretary'  was  done  with  them."  I  theretVire  made  an  envelope  over  those  juqiers  sent  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Kush,  with  Mr.  (iraham's  reply,  and  wrote  on  that  envidopo  that  the  papers  enclos(,'d  belonged 
lo  the  tiles  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  respectfully  requested  that  they  might  be  returned  to  the 
General  Land  Office  when  he  had  made  his  examination  of  them,  which  was  done.  On  the  18th  December 
last  Mr.  AVilson  came  to  the  General  Land  Office  ami  demanded  of  me  those  papers  received  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  as  being  his.  In  reply,  I  said  that  tliev  were  placed  on  the  files  of  the  iiffice,  and, 
if  he  wanted  them  again,  he  must  get  Mr.  (iraham's  consent.  He  then  demandeil  the  receipt  I  had  taken 
of  his  having  received  those  papers,  which  I  delivered  to  him.  I  saw  ^Ir.  Wilson  on  the  e\'eiiiiig  of  that 
day,  (^December  18,)  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  chief  clerk,  ami  staled  to  him  that  the  request  he 
had  addressed  to  the  Conmiissioner  on  that  day  would  mit  be  complied  with  until  he  had  given  up  those 
letters  which  he  had  so  long\withheld;  to  wiiich  he  replied  that  he  would  not  give  them  up.  Those  papers 
delivered  in  March,  182G,  were  submitted  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner,  on  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Wilson,  dated  January  10,  1827;  certified  copies  are  now  on  the 
table  before  the  committee.  There  are  now  eight  letters  from  (George  Davis  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  received  by  Mr.  Wilson  ^Nlay  10,  1826,  still  in  >Ir.  Wilson's  hands.  Mr.  (jraliam,  so 
far  from  refusing  Mr.  Wilson  a  reference  to  public  documents  which  he  deemed  necessary  for  him  to  have 
in  the  settlement  of  his  legal  claims,  gave  him  ever_v  facility  which  the  office  atfnrded;  mjr  do  I  know  that 
lie  has  refused  to  any  other  person  all  the  facilities  which  the  office  all'ords  in  the  settlement  of  their 
claims. 

(^^ue.•^/>on  by  Jlr.Wil.^on.  Did  I  not,  some  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Mihu'c,  call  at  the 
office  and  request  a  reference  to  the  papers  alluded  to,  and  did  not  you  refuse  me  a  reference  in  any  way, 
stating  that  it  was  the  orders  of  Mr.  Graham  ? 

Ansicer.  On  the  18th  of  December,  the  same  day  on  which  Mr.  Wilsnn  made  the  request  for  certain 
pajiers  of  Mr.  Graham,  wliile  I  was  at  the  cases  containing  thi/  tiles  of  the  office,  examining  them  to  see 
if  Mr.  Wilson  had  delivered  up  the  letters  for  which  I  had  taken  his  receipts,  before  delivering  tho.se 
receipts  up  to  him,  Mr.  Wilson  did  make  an  attempt  to  overlook  me  and  to  examine  the  papers,  which  I 
would  not  permit.  I  do  not  recollei't  stating  that  Mr.  (irahani  had  directed  me  to  do  so;  but  I  ilid  say  to 
Mr.  Wilson,  as  before  deposed,  that  if  he  wantcl  the  papers  he  must  get  Mr.  (iraham's  consent,  without 
which  he  should  not  look  at  them. 

GEOIK^E  WOOD. 

John  M.  Moore  sworn: 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Graham's  withhi'lding  any  important  papers,  or  any  other  papers,  pro- 
perly belonging  to  any  persi_>n,  or  of  his  refusing  to  furnish  copies  of  any  such  jiajiers  after  having 
promised  so  to  <lo  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  any  promise  Mr.  Graham  may  have  made;  Init  I  heard  Mr.  (iraham  say 
that  copies  of  papers  which  Mr.  Wilson  wanted  couhl  not  be  delivered  until  he,  Wilson,  delivered  up  the 
mass  of  papers  which  he  had  borrowed.  1  do  nut  know  of  Mr.  (Graham's  having  refused  to  deliver  [lapers 
projierly  belonging  to  any  other  person. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Graham  refused  to  allow  to  Mr.  Wilson,  or  any  other  person,  a  refer- 
ence to  public  documents  which  were  necessary  for  him  to  have  in  the  settlement  of  his  legal  claims  on 
the  government  'r* 

"Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  of  Mr.  Wilson,  or  any  other  person,  being  refused  a  reference  to  public  docu- 
ments which  were  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  their  just  rights. 

Qv£.<fion.  Did  the  papers  which  were  in  the  possession  (_if  Mr.  ^Vilson  iir(.iperly  belong  to  the  files  of 
the  office  ? 

Ansicer.  I  liclieve  they  did. 

Question  In/  Mr.  Wilson.  Do  you,  or  d.>  you  not.  recollect  that  a  day  or  two  previrms  to  your  addressing 
me  a  note,   requesting  iiie  to  return  to  j'our  office  certain   piqicrs   in  my  possession,  tha  tl  a|. plied  to  Mr. 
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Wood  to  allow  rue  to  look  at  other  rapors;  and  did  lie  uot  refuse  me,  saying  that  he  had  received  orders 

from  -Mr.  Graham  to  do  .so  ? 

■In^iirtf    I  can  sav  nothin"'  aliout  it.  ,  ,.         ,  ■        r  i  •  i    t  i     i 

i!X«  hy  the  Jme.  Did  .Mr.  Ciraham  direct  you  not  to  deliver  to  me  copies  of  papers  M-h.cIi  I  had 

^'""'iSLl.  Mr.  Craham  dc.clined  -iving  copies  of  some  letters  which  Mr.  Wilson  requested  until  Mr. 
Wilso.  should  surrender  some  original  letters  which  he  held  m  his  possession  belonging  to  the  hies  of  the 
ofli ce  an  1  irected  me  to  advise  Mr.  AVilson  of  his  deternnnation.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  AVilson, 
m.uJst  ''  1  in  merely  to  surrender  the  originals;  but  Mr.  Wilson  dc^r.anded  the  c..pies  withou  surrendering 
thel'riu-imils  After  a  few  days  succc'ding  the  date  of  my  note,  I  then  advised  him,  verbally,  of  the  only 
conditinn  on  which  the  copies  could  be  granted.  JOHN  M.  MOORE. 

Samuel  !>.  King  sworn:  .,,,,.  ■  ,      ^  ii 

Onr^lhn    Do  vmi  know  of  Mr.  Graham's  withholding  any  important  papers,  or  any  other  papers, 

properly'belongingtoanyperson,  orof  his  refusing  to  furnish  copies  of  any  such  papers  after  haviDg 
promisecl  so  to  do  ? 

AltStLVr.    1   do  not.  „  ,  ,,  ,        ,r       xt--i  iU 

Ow^lion  Do  von  know  that  Mr.  Graham  refused  to  allow  to  Mr.  \\  iLson,  or  any  other  person,  a 
reference  to  public  documents  which  were  necessary  for  him  to  have  m  the  settlement  of  his  legal  claims 
on  the  government  ? 

\hw.^li'on  hij  Mr.  Wihon.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Graham's  promising  to  furnish  mc  with  copies  of  papers 
and  afterwards  refusing  to  do  so?  ,i      ,,  ,•  .  i      1 1    i, 

-l)i.^•i«r.  I  understood  Mr.  Graham  to  say  that  if  you  would  address  him  a  note  you  should  have 
copies  of  tiie  pajicrs.  1  afterwards  understood  that  Mr.  Graham  refused  to  furnish  the  copies  until  you 
returned  certain  original  papers  which  you  had  in  your  possession  belonging  to  the  office. 

Ouedion  hi/  Mr.  Graliam.  Are  you  not  the  clerk  in  the  Land  Office  who  makes  out  the  patents  on 
private  land  claims  ? 

AiL-iiwr.  Yes. 

Oue-ftion  by  the  same.  Have  we  ever  had,  previous  to  December  20,  1826,  a  township  plat  in  the 
office 'south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  from  which  a  patent  for  a  private  claim  could  be  made  out  with  accuracy? 

Ansirer.  None  that  I  ever  saw. 

Question  Inj  the  same.  Has  any  township  plat  ever  been  returned  to  the  office  for  the  same  district 
of  country  that  was  correct  ? 

Aitsiver.  None. 

Qiu'slidn  by  the  same.  Have  not  those  few  township  plats  which  had  been  returned  to  the  office  in 
the  same  district  of  country,  and  which  wore  incorrect,  been  returned  for  correction,  and  for  laying  down 
the  private  claims,  since  the  papers  have  been  recovered  from  Mr.  Dinsiuoor  ? 

Ai}.m-er.  Yes,  with  the  exception  of  one  plat;  the  plat  of  the  township  incJuding  the  town  of  Mobile. 

Queslion  by  the  same.  AVas  not  that  retained  because  it  was  expected  the  surveyor  was  obliged  to 
make  out  an  entire  new  plat,  and  that  that  would  be  useless  to  him  ? 

Ansicer.  Y'es;  for  that  rcascjn,  and  because  it  was  tlio  only  plat  in  that  section  of  the  country  that 
contained  any  private  claims. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  general  practice  of  the  office  not  to  proclaim  lands  for  sale  until  the  township 
plats  have  been  received  ? 

An.siver.  It  is  the  general  practice. 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilson.  Have  not  the  lands  in  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana  been  proclaimed 
twice  for  sale,  once  in  1823  and  once  in  1826;  and  were  township  lines  run  through  those  lands? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  positively  as  regards  the  proclamations;  the  surveys  of  those  lands  were  not 
made  conformably  to  the" usual  method  of  surveying  the  public  lands,  being  made  under  the  provisions  of 

a  special  law. 

S.  D.  KING. 

Robert  King  sworn: 

Queslion.  Are  you  the  draughtsman  in  the  General  Land  Office  ? 

Ansicer.  I  am. 

Question.  Are  you  the  clerk  who  generally  makes  out  the  calculations  of  the  quantity  of  lands 
surveyed,  when  called  for  by  Congress  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  you  ik  it  always  made  out  those  calculations  from  the  best  materials  the  office  aiforded  1 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Were  not  the  township  plats  in  many  instances  defective,  in  consequence  ol  the  surveyors 
not  having  returned  the  table  of  contents  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Were  not  those  quantities  heretofore  ascertained,  where  no  table  of  contents  were  returned, 
by  geometrical  calculations  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  In  all  cases  where  you  ascertained  by  geometrical  calculations,  were  they  as  correct  as  if 
tlie  quantities  had  been  taken  from  the  table  of  contents  ? 

Answer.  No;  they  could  not  be  as  correct. 

Question  by  Mr.  Graham..  Previous  to  inj-  coming  into  office,  was  there  any  book  kept  in  which  the 
quantities  contained  in  each  township,  as  contained  in  the  table  of  contents,  vv'as  recorded? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  same.  Did  I  not,  sometime  after  coming  into  office,  direct  you  to  keep  a  book  in 
which  the  quantities  of  land  contained  in  each  township  and  fractional  township  was  to  be  recorded? 

xhiswer.  Yes. 

Question.  Was  not  the  return  made  to  Congress  this  year  taken  from  that  book  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
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Qiirstion.  Altlioug-h  tlio  ji^eometrical  c;ilciilatii)iis  an;  not  iireciscly  accurate,  arc  tlic^'  iint  sullicicnlly 
so  for  all  useful  and  practical  purposes? 
Anaicer.  Yes. 

Koi'.i:);'!'  Ki\(;. 

George  Wood  turtUer  c.xuMiincil: 

Que.ition.  State  if'tliere  are  any  [lapcrs  belou.n'iii.s^  tn  the  neneral  Laud  ()iric(>  tliat  were  inrwarded  liy 
Mr.  Davis  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  inl'oruiiu;:;'  him  (Davis)  of  char^-es  made 
against  him,  that  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Wilson,  anil  which  have  not  lieen  n/turned  ? 

An.vwcr.  The  letters  receipted  for  by  Mr.  ^Vilson  on  May  IC,  lS-2('),  are  returned,  e.xceplim;- the  Irltors 
of  George  Davis  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oiliee,  dated  May  21,  1S2;'),  ami  nnr  dated 
February  5,  1825,  and  the  enclosures  referred  to  by  Mr.  Davis  in  his  letter  of  January  3,  IS25,  in  wliich 
he  says:  "  I  now  enclose  you  a  statement  made  by  the  deputy  surveyor,  just  now  from  Donaldsonville, 
wlio  was  present  when  mj  letter  to  Mr.  Wilson  was  presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Lj'man,  which  i)Uts  the 
infatuation  of  Mr.  Wilson,  as  regards  the  withholding  of  the  plats  of  survey,  Ijcyond  tpiestion;"  also  tlie 
statement  of  Mr.  Turner,  mentioned  in  the  postscript.  This  letter  was  detained  by  Mr.  Davis,  and  enclosed 
in  his  letter  of  5th  January,  in  which  he  states  that  "the  letter  and  other  papers  which  you  will  receive, 
having  been  sent  to  the  post  ollice  a  few  moments  too  late  for  the  last  mail,  I  have  withdrawn  the  ])acket 
to-day  in  order  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  since  received  from  Mr.  Harper.''  These  papers  arc  not 
returned. 

In  the  letter  of  January  21,  1825,  Mr.  Davis,  in  a  postscript,  writes:  "I  send  two  memora?ida,  marlced 
A  and  B,  not  at  first  intended  for  j'our  eye,  but  now  scut  to  explain  what  Mr.  Dinsmoor  means  by  what 
he  calls  regularity  and  order  in  an  ollice,"  &c.     These  are  not  returned. 

Mr.  Davis,  in  his  letter  of  March  18,  1825,  states:  "  I  had  the  pleasure,  yesterday,  of  receiving  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Turner,  covering  a  ctipy  of  the  catalogue  of  the  books,  papers,  and  other  public  property  nf  his 
office,  of  which  he  ajipears  to  have  been  just  put  in  possession  by  the  marshal.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  each, 
marked  Nos.  1  and  2.  I  also  enclose  Nos.  3  and  4,  respectively,  the  copj^  of  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to 
Mr.  Harper,  the  register,  while  I  was  at  New  Orleans,  and  his  original  letter  in  reply."  These  papers  are 
not  returned. 

In  the  letter,  not  dated,  (received  April,  1825,)  Mr.  Davis  says,  "he  encloses  a  cojiy  of  a  letter  from 
himself  to  J.  C.  Turner."     This  is  not  returned. 

The  letter  of  G.  Davis,  of  February  17,  1825,  states,  "on  my  arrival  here,  I  addressed,  as  heretofore 
stated  to  you,  a  note  to  the  district  attorney',  a  copj'  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed."  This  copj'  is  not 
returned. 

The  letters  which  were  given  me  l>y  Mr.  Graham  to  loan  to  Mr.  Wilson  on  May  1(5,  1S2('),  were  those 
sent  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Rush,  with  the  letter  dated  Mareli  15,  182(5,  and  the  enclosures,  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  Mr.  Mc(i;rummins'  and  other  contracts,  and  the  bill  of  Mr.  Lloj-d,)  were  filed  in  the  letters,  as  is  tlie 
unifiirm  custom  of  the  olHce.  They  were  letters  relating  immediately  to  the  charges  now  preferred  by 
Mr.  Wilson;  and  Mr.  Davis'  letters  of  the  3d  and  5th  i.if  January  will  be  found  to  sustain  the  propriety 
of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  register  in  New  Orleans,  in  making  certain  charges  for  services  per- 
formed by  him  for  making  copies  of  plats,  &c.,  to  applicants  for  such  copies,  which  is  not,  I  believe,  any 
part  of  his  official  duty.  The  contracts  sent  in  letters  to  the  General  Land  Office  are  filed  seiiaratel}*; 
and  the  bill  of  Mr.  Lloyd  for  surveys  was  referred  to  M.  R.  King,  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  surveyors. 

GEO.  WOOD. 

Silas  Dinsmoor  further  examined: 

Question  by  Mr.  Graham.  Were  the  surveyors  which  Mr.  Davis  refused  to  paj',  the  surveyors  employed 
by  you  ? 

Ansicer.  Thej^  were  employed  by  me,  but  were  commissioned  by  Mr.  Davis'  predecessors. 

Quedioii  by  the  same.  Were  the  field  notes  of  those  surveyors  in  your  possession,  or  in  the  i)Osses- 
sion  of  Mr.  Davis,  at  the  time  Mr.  Davis  refused  to  pay  ? 

Ansicer.  They  were  in  my  possession,  and  retained  by  me,  because  I  had  to  certify  to  the  correctness 
of  the  survej's  according  to  tiie  field  notes  deposited  in  my  office. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  those  survej-ors  made  application  to  Mr.  Davis  previous  to  January  1, 
1825,  and  he  refused  to  pay  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

(Jue.<tion.  Can  you  state  when  the  refusal  was  made? 

Ansicer.  I  think  in  November,  1824. 

Question  by  Mr.  Wil.<on.  Was  it  necessary,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  office,  that  the  field  notes 
should  be  returned  to  Mr.  Davis,  that  he  might  be  autlnirized  t(3  pay  the  deputies  after  the  certificate  had 
been  forwarded  to  the  surveyor  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  not;  the  law  does  not  require  it;  they  never  had  been  formally  reijuested;  and  the 
certificates  were  alwaj-s  considered  as  sufficient  evidence  to  pay  the  deputies,  and  paj'ments  were  made 
under  them. 

SILAS  DINSMOOR. 

George  Wood  further  examined: 

Question.  Was  the  date  of  the  dismissal  of  Colonel  Dinsmoor  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Graham  of  December 
20,  1824,  the  result  of  accident;  and  if  so,  how  did  it  occur? 

Ansicer.  Mr.  Graham  requested  me  to  give  him  whatever  information  the  files  of  the  oflice  afl'orded 
of  the  dismissal  of  Colonel  Dinsmoor.  I  brought  him  two  letters — one  dated  C)cti:jber  24,  11S24,  and  the 
other  November  24 — 1824,  from  George  Davis,  both  of  which  had  some  reference  to  the  dismissal  of  Colonel 
Dinsmoor  and  the  appointment  of  General  Morgan.  From  the  similaritj'  of  tiie  dates  of  the  two  letters 
laid  before  him,  Mr.  Graham,  in  filling  up  the  blank  he  had  left  in  the  draught  lie  was  then  making,  inserted 
the  date  October,  instead  of  November,  1824. 

GEO.  WOOD. 
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Faperg  filed  hij  Wihon  in  siqyport  of  his  charges. 

I  Cl.u-os  a-ainst  Mr.  firalKun,  incluain-  tl.c  extract  of  a  letter  from  Gcorg-e  Graham,  Commissioner 
of  the  Ci.Mu.nil  \Za  OllicT,  iKsuiM-  ,h>l,.  Au-ust  15,  1824,  to  George  Davis,  surveyor,  &c.,  referred  to  m 
tlie  eig-htli  ehargc. 

ill  N'^tter  nf't'l'e  '^ooretarv  of  tlie  Trcasiin',  transmitting  the  information  required  by  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  i;epres'-"tativJs  of  ti...  I'Jth  instant,  in  relation  to  a  survey  of  the  lands  lying  south  of 

the  31st  degree  of  latitude.  ^      .     ,,^  -,        ■   r       ■        i  •      ^i    *  -n  i  •  i    i     i 

IV    1  eUer  from  the  General  Land  Onice  to  Levin  A\  ailes,  informing  him  that  the  money  which  had 

heen  ree.'i'ved  by  \Vinter,  as  a  princii.al  deymty  surveyor,  improperly,  inust  be  repaid,  &c.,  marked  A. 
V.  Letter  from  Levin  Wailes  to  John  ^\'ilson— relates  entirely  to  the  third  charge,  marked  B. 
Auditor's  report  on  salary  account. 


Lrltcr  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  Mr.  Graham. 

Congress  Hall,  February  IG,  182T. 

Dear  .Sir:  Mr.  John  Wilson  has  preferred  charges  against  you,  of  which,  by  order  of  the  committee, 
vou  have  here  a  copy.  The  House  of  Representatives  had  referred  those  charges  for  investigation  to  the 
Comiiiittee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  have  been  discharged,  and  the  subject  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  comnuttee  will  meet  on  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock,  and  will  receive  from  you 
any  communications  you  shall  see  proper  to  make  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  notified  to  attend 
and  sustain  his  charges. 

A'ery  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

^       '  JOHN  SCOTT. 

George  Graham,  Esq. 


Letter  from  the  chairman  cf  the  committee  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

Congress  Hall,  February  IG,  1827. 

Sir:  The  charg-cs  presented  by  you  against  George  Graham,  esq..  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  have  been  referred  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The 
committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next  at  9  o'clock,  and  have  directed  me  to  say  to  you  that  they  will 
expect  your  attendance  before  them  at  the  committee  room,  prepared  with  such  evidence  as  you  majdiave 
to  sustain  the  charges.  The  committee  will  also  expect  of  you  a  list  of  witnesses,  and  copies,  or  a  refer- 
ence where  copies  of  such  documents  as  you  rely  on  may  be  obtained.  The  committee  will  prefer  written 
evidence  and  written  statements,  as  far  as  practicable. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SCOTT. 

Mr.  John  Wilson. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Spealcer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Washington,  January  31,  182'7. 

Sn::  I  beg'  leave  to  enclose  herewith  charges  against  George  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  UlHce,  the  nature  of  which,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  considered  sufficient  to  require  an  investigation 
into  his  conduct;  and  all  of  which,  it  is  confidently  believed,  arc  susceptible  of  the  strong-est  proofs. 
Very  respectlulh',  sir,  your  oLiedient  servant, 

JOHN  WILSON, 
Principal  Deputy  Surveyor  for  the  Soutlieastern  District  of  Louisiana. 
lion.  John  AV.  Taylor,  Spealcer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Charyes  against  George  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  exhibited  by  John  Wilson,  prin- 
cipal Deputy  Surveyor  of  tlie  Southeastern  District  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

First.  For  conduct  operating  against  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  of  individuals  concerned 
in  lands  in  the  said  States. 

Second.  His  wilful  and  criminal  delinquency  in  neglecting  to  comply  with  the  instructions  of  the 
honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  prosecute,  or  cause  to  be  prosecuted, 
on  civil  and  criminal  suits,  one  Gabriel  Winter,  of  Natchez,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  who  had  sworn 
falsely,  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  government  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  which  the  said  Graham 
directed  to  be  deducted  from  the  accounts  of  an  officer  of  the  government,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  aforesaid 
Winter,  for  his  benefit. 
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Third.  His  pci'mittiiip:  one  or  more  letters  to  bo  opened  and  read  in  his  ollico  by  a  ]ierson  to  whom 
he  knew  tliey  were  not  addressed  nor  intended  fur. 

Fourth.  His  wilful  and  criminal  didimiueney  in  not  directing-  an  iui|uiiy  inln  Ihr  ciiiniiH-t  i.t  tin'  rei;-- 
ister  of  the  land  oiliee  in  Xew  Orleans,  on  heinjj  informed  that  he  had  iiii|iiisi(l  u|miii  lund  cl.iiinaiils  hv 
making-  the  most  exorbitant  charges,  as  fees,  which  were  niiaulhoriz<'il  liy  hiw,  n|i|]r(ssivc  u|inii  the 
claimants,  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  government. 

Fifth.  His  advertising-  lands  for  sale  by  )iulilie  )n-oclamation,  publislu;d  in  i)n(>  or  mmc  uf  ihr  puldic 
papers,  bearing  date  August  5,  182G,  on  the  Bayou  (irosse  Tete,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  Ihi'  alisenco 
of  the  President,  who  alone  was  authorized  to  direct  the  sale;  a  great  part  of  whieji  l.mils  hr  luiisl  or 
ought  to  have  known,  from  the  records  in  his  ollice,  had  been  conlirmed  as  pi-c-crri|ilion  rights,  ur  suld  at 
public  sale,  whilst  other  lands,  long'  since  surveyed  and  prepare<l  for  sale,  wen;  Udt  iill'crcd. 

Si.rth.  His  incompetency  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  oHice,  in  making  rcliuns  (o  Cungress 
of  unsold  lands;  the  calculations  of  which  jiniduce  results  so  erroneous,  and  uf  such  data,  as  t^i  preclude 
the  possiliility  of  their  being  correctly  acted  updu. 

Seventh,  llis  withholding'  ]iapers  ]U'operly  l)elonging  to  and  hig'hly  important  to  the  person  ajiplying  lor 
them,  and  refusing  tn  l"aruish  copies  which  he  iiad  |)reviously  promised,  or  a  reference  in  any  w.iy  to  puMic 
documents,  also  properly  belonging"  to  and  eiiually  inipnrtaiil  to  tlic  applicant  in  the  adjustment  of  his 
legal  claims  upon  the  government. 

EigJith.  For  neglecting  to  carry  into  efiect  his  own  instructions  to  Georg'e  Davis,  the  surveyor  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  tlie  scttleuumt  of  the  accounts 
of  deputy  surveyors,  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,)  and  his  neglc<'t  to  talic  proper  measures  for 
the  removal  of  said  Davis,  who  had  been  repeatedly  re])reseuted  to  him  as  a  man  of  most  infanious 
character,  incompetent  to  the  perfcu'mance  of  the  duties  of  his  ollice,  and  against  whom  charges  embracing 
offences  of  the  most  serious  nature,  and  well  authenticated,  had  been  exhibited,  when  he.  the  said  (iraham, 
knew  that  the  interests  of  the  government,  as  well  as  of  imlividuals,  were  materially  allected  by  his  con- 
tinuance in  ollice. 

Ninth.  His  permitting-  the  aforesaid  George  Davis  to  continue  a  suit,  instituted  by  him  as  the  agent 
of  the  United  States,  against  an  officer  of  the  g-overnmeut,  founded  u|)on  a  false  oath  made  liy  the  afore- 
said Davis,  which  will  a]ipear  by  his  correspondence  with  said  Graham,  and  precluding,  by  his  official 
acts,  the  aforesaid  officer  from  prosecuting  suits  instituted  against  him,  Davis,  thereby  subjecting  him 
to  great  delay  and  ])ecuniarv  embarrassments. 

Tenth.  For  wilful  misrepresentations  made  in  an  official  report  to  Congress  bearing  date  December 
20,  182G,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  19th  of  said  month, 
to  show  cause  why  the  lands  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  ami  Alabama,  south  of  the  .'Jlst 
degree  of  north  latitude,  had  not  been  surveyed  and  brought  into  market,  did,  in  the  aforesaid  report, 
represent,  as  one  cause,  "the  detention  of  the  books,  records,  and  jjajiers,  by  the  late  principal  de|iuty 
surveyor,  Silas  Dinsmoor,  who  was  removed  from  office  in  October,  1S24;"  thereby  imposing  upon  Con- 
gress the  belief  that  no  lands  had  been  surveyed  or  prepared  for  sale  in  said  Dinsmoor's  district,  whereas 
he  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known,  from  the  records  in  his  office,  tliat  ab(nit  one  hundred  townships  had 
been  surveyed,  the  surveys  approved  of  by  the  proper  officer,  and  that  the  aforesaid  number  of  townships 
might  have  been  brought  into  market  more  than  three  years  since,  and  previous  to  the  api)ointment  of  the 
present  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee;  and  further,  that  he,  the  said  (Jraham,  did  assert  that  the  aforesaid 
Silas  Dinsmoor  was  removed  from  office  in  October,  1824,  which  he,  Graham,  knew  was  not  the  case,  as 
will  appear  from  his  correspondence  with  George  Davis,  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  Tennessee. 

Eleventh.  His  having  asserted  that  the  continuance  in  office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  Tennessee  was  the  fault  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  thereby  attempting  to  ex- 
culpate himself  from  his  own  gross  derelictions  and  violations  of  duty  in  relatii.m  to  the  conduct  of  the 
aforesaid  surveyor  by  an  attempt  to  impose  them  upon  the  President. 

Twelfth.  His  wilful  and  deliberate  falsehoods  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  I'rin- 
cipal  deputy  surveyors  of  the  eastern  and  southern  districts  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Respectfullv  submitted  bv 

.TOHX  WILSOX, 
Princijial  Depri![i  Surreijur  for  tltc  Ea'^lern  and  Southeastern  Bistrirlg  of  Loiii.-<iana. 

Extract  from  a  letter  addre!?f:ed  hi/  Gcorr/e  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  hearing  date 
Auyioit  15,  182-1,  to  Gcon/e  Z>aris,  .•oirvei/or  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  soidh  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, {referred  to  in  the  eighth  charge.) 

"  In  the  Jackson  Court-house  district  the  surveying  should  be  confine(l  to  the  surveying'  of  the  private 
claims,  connecting  them  with  the  township  lines,  and  couipletiiig  the  plats  of  all  those  townships  which 
contain  private  claims. 

"  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dinsmoor.  From  this  letter,  and  from  others  addressed  to 
members  of  Congress  from  Louisiana  by  diffi.'rent  deputy  surveyors,  it  appears  that  the  credit  of  the  gov- 
ernment has  been  materially  injured  by  the  conduct  of  your  predecessors  in  office.  You  will  therefore 
take  immediate  measures  to  remove  any  just  complaints  which  may  be  made  by  the  deputy  surveyors,  in 
consequence  of  any  improjier  detention  of  the  mont'y  due  to  them  liy  the  govermnent,  by  a  sjieedy  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts.  That  the  necessary  funds  may  be  promptly  remitted  you  will  furnish  tUis  office 
with  an  estimate,  exhibiting' — 

First.  "The  sums,  in  di'tail,  actually  d\ie  to  the  several  deputy  surveyors  for  surveys  maile  in  each 
land  district,  respectively,  distinguishing  the  sums  due  for  the  siu'veys  actually  returned,  ami  those  not 
returned." 

Second.  "The  amount  required  to  pay  for  surveys  contracti'd  for,  and  exiicctcd  to  be  liuislicd  previous 
to  Januarj-  1,  1825,  in  each  separate  district." 

Tliird.  "The  amount  required  to  defray  the  surveying  expenses  for  1825.  This  last  estimate  will  bo 
submitted  to  Congress  with  the  estimates  from  the  Treasury  Department,  and  must  be  made  in  detail, 
exhibiting  the  sums  required  for  each  land  district. 

"  GEOKGE  GKAHAM." 
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Copy  of  charges  against  George  Daris,  re/erred  to  in  eighth  charge. 

Charffos  ag:ainst  Georfrc  Davis,  surveyor  of  tlin  lands  of  the  TTiiitcd  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, exliihited  by  John  Wilson,  late  principal  deputy  survej^or  of  the  southeastern  district  of 
Louisiana. 

First.  For  violating  the  act  of  Cong-ress  of  February  28,  ISOG,  and  for  conduct  operating-  ag-ainst  the 
interest-s  of  the  United  States,  and  of  individuals  concerned  in  lands  within  the  said  district. 

Second  For  refusing  to  confirm  the  appointment  of  Louis  Bringier,  made  by  tiio  principal  deputy 
surveyor,  as  a  de|)uty,  after  having  promised  such  confirmation;  and  appointing  one  John  Fletcher,  a  man 
of  infanious  character,  altogether  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  ofKce,  and  a  person  who  had 
lately  belVire  been  confined  in  the  jail  or  calaboose  under  some  criminal  charge,  where  it  is  understood  the 
surveyor,  who  was  also  confined,  made  his  acquaintance. 

Third.  That  the  inccjinpetency  of  and  worthless  character  of  the  said  Fletcher  was  notorious,  and  known 
to  the  said  surveyor  before  the  appointment  was  made,  and  that  he  had  previously  expressed  his  opinion 
in  jiulilic  of  Fletcher's  incapacity. 

Fourth.  That  the  said  Davis  appointed  various  incompetent  persons  as  deputj- surveyors,  against  the 
remonstrances  of  landholders,  who  absolutely  refused  to  let  such  surveyors  run  their  lines,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  said  lands  remained  uiisurveyed  up  to  the  date  of  these  allegations. 

FiJ'lh.  'J'hat  one  of  these  deputies,  nanjed  James  Grinagc,  could  not  even  commence  the  front  grants, 
although  they  had  natural  lioundaries,  such  as  rivers  and  bayous,  and  was  repeatedly  making  applica- 
tion liy  letter  to  know  wliere  and  how  to  begin,  and  when  instructed  could  not  proceed;  all  of  which  must 
have  been  known  to  said  Davis. 

Sixth.  That  the  surveys  made  by  the  de])ut_y  surveyors,  who  were  so  improperly  appointed,  are  in 
most  or  all  instances  entirely  erroneous,  and  that  tlie  said  surveyor  was  apprised  of  their  errors,  and  still 
sidfered  them  to  continue. 

■  Srventti.  That  the  said  surveys  made  bj'  these  incompetent  deputies  will  create  great  confusion  and 
difliculty,  and  that  when  the  general  plat  of  that  district  is  projected  the  lines  will  not  correspond;  all  of 
which  must  or  ought  to  have  been  anticipated  and  plainly  foreseen  by  the  said  surveyor  when  he 
aj)pointed  those  incompetent  deputies. 

Eighth.  That  the  inaccuracies  of  the  surveys  made  by  his  incompetent  deputies  have  produced  various 
conflicting  titles,  and  that  the  surveys  have  tended  to  confuse  and  destroy  the  old  admitted  claims,  and 
to  create  litigation  and  dispute  among  the  claimants. 

Ninth.  That  the  said  surveyor  has  very  considerably  retarded  the  purveyors  in  said  district  by  abusive 
language  and  ill  treatment  to  the  old  and  experienced  deputies,  many  of  whcjm  have  been  driven  from  the 
employment  by  unwarrantable  insults,  all  of  which  have  resulted  from  inqiroper  partiality,  and  adopted 
to  ilis|jlace  qualified  men  from  the  service,  and  put  in  their  stead  unfit  and  ignorant  partisans. 

Tenth.  For  withholding  public  moneys  from  tlie  deputies  when  in  possession  of  funds,  which  were  to 
be  applied  to  their  use,  without  any  just  cause  why  their  accounts  should  not  have  been  paid. 

Elerrnth.  For  compelling  deputies  to  refund  UKiney  which  had  been  legally  paid  them,  when  no  just 
reason  existed. 

Twrlf/h.  Ilis  appointing  to  the  office  of  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  southeastern  district  of 
Louisiana  a  very  young  man,  who  is  totally  unfit  for  the  duties  of  the  office,  having  neither  practical  nor 
theoretic  knowledge  of  surveying. 

Thuiernth.  For  attem[iting  to  intimidate  the  deputies  from  urging  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  by 
the  most  abusive  and  threatening  language,  and  acting  the  part  of  a  comiiKm  bully  to  effect  his  object. 

Fourteenth.  For  having  positively  forbidden  one  of  his  principal  deputy  surveyors  from  corresponding 
witli  the  Commissiciurr  of  the  General  Land  Office  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  without  first  sending 
the  letters  to  hun,  that  he  might  judge  of  the  propriety  of  forwarding  them. 

Fiftrenth.  His  repeated  threats  and  disrespectful  "language  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

SiJieenth.  His  entire  incompetency  to  conduct  the  surveys  and  private  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Seventeenth.  Ilis  improper  conduct  in  writing  confidential  letters  to  his  deputies,  endeavoring  to  get 
them  to  act  as  spies  upon  the  old  surveyors,  that  he  might  have  a  pretence  for  removing  them  from  office, 
and,  when  this  failed,  undertaking  to  remove  them  himself  without  any  cause. 

Eighteenth.  For  receiving  again  into  cmjilovment  surveyors  who  had  been  previously  dismissed  for 
traud  upon  the  general  government,  and  extortion  from  individuals,  all  of  which  had  been  before  known 
to  said  Davis. 

Nineteenth.  For  wilfully,  maliciously,  and  falsely  swearing  that  John  Wilson,  late  principal  deputy 
surveyor  for  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  was  indebt'ed  to  the  general  government  in  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  d.jllars,  and  causing  the  said  Wilson  to  be  held  to  bail  in  that  sum  as  a  debtor  to  the  United 
btates,  until,  Ir.im  the  manifest  showing  of  the  said  Wilson,  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
btates  tor  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana  discharged  and  released  'his  bail. 

Timitieth.  In  falsely  stating  that  the  said  \Vilson  had  defrauded  the  government  of  the  United  States 
out  ot  ill  teen  or  twenty  thousand  dollar.s,  and  assigning  that  as  a  reason  for  withholding  money  due  to 
the  said  \\  ilson.  o       o 

2'irrnt;/-Jir.''t.  For  ordering  the  said  Wilson,  then  principal  deputy  surveyor,  to  Washington,  Missis- 
Ki|)pi,  under  pretence  of  settling  his  accounts,  and  having  detained  him  there  several  days  when  no 
necessity  existed  lor  such  detention  or  settlement,  as  the  said  Davis  had  all  the  proper  receipts  from 
\\i  .son;  all  of  which  was  to  the  injury  of  the  general  government,  and  to  the  land  claimants,  in  the  loss 
ot  time,  and  to  the  health  and  interest  of  said  Wilson. 

«iin''n«''''''r''™'"''  ^'"'" '"ipr"Pcr  conduct  as  surveyor,  in  making  repeated  applications  for  a  check  of 
*.14U  Oh  111  lavor  of  Aiiguste  Bonnet,  which  had  been  previouslv  delivered  to  said  Davis'  son;  and  writing 
to  necasliier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Donaldson ville  to  stop  that  check  if  oflered,  when  he  knew  his  son 
nau  giv,.,,  a  written  receqit  for  the  same;  and  still  declaring  to  others  that  the  said  check  was  dishonestly 
withhelil  by  said  Wilson. 

Tuvnlij-lhird.  For  iin[)osing  unnecessary  duty  up..ii  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  the  said  Wilson, 
ana  ins  deputies  by  rcpiirmo.  triplicate  plats  of  survcv.s.  made  previous  to  his  appointment  to  office, 
AMmn  consiiNi.U  tb,'  time  ol  said  surveyor  and  deputies  that  should  have  been  usefully  devoted  to 
pulilic  service.  •' 
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Twenty-fourth.  For  the  infamous  moral  character  of  tlie  said  George  Davis,  and  his  unfitness   to  per- 
form the  duties  of  surveyor. 

All  (if  wiiicli  is  sul)initted  by 

JOHN  WILSON. 

DoXALDSONVILI.K,   ]\[ui\h   10,   1825. 


Ihj  llie  Prrsidrnl  of  the  Uniird  S/ateK. 

In  pursuance  of  tlie  provisions  of  an  act  of  t'onj;Tess  ajiproved  April  20,  1818,  entitled  "  An  act 
autliorizinj;-  the  dis]iosal  of  certain  lots  of  ])ublic  g-rouiul  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of  .Mobile," 
it  is  hereby  ordereil  tiiat  the  rei;'ister  and  receiver  of  the  land  ollice  at  New  Oilcans  shall  expose  tojmlilic^ 
.sale,  to  the  iiii;'liest  bidd(>r,  on  tiic  first  Monday  in  January  ne.xt,  the  i)uildiuj^  Ibruierly  appropriated  by 
tiie  United  ."States  to  the  use  of  tlie  naval  arsenal,  toi;Ttlicr  with  the  yrouiid  oecu[>ied  by  the  saiil  biiildiiifj 
and  its  appurtenances. 

There  will  also  he  exposed  to  puldic  sale,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  above  quoted,  six  certain  lots  of  ground  situate  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  designated 
on  the  official  plat  of  survey  tiled  in  the  otlice  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  as  numbers  thirteen, 
fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen,  binding  on  the  Rue  dc  Tllospital,  and  fronting  on  the 
Rue  do  Conde,  which  ground  has  been  relin(iuished  to  the  Cuitcd  States  by  the  Ursuline  nuns  of  the 
said  city. 

There  will  also  be  exposed  to  public  sale,  at  the  sauic  time  and  place,  a  ]iiece  of  ground  belong-ing  to 
the  United  States,  situate  in  the  same  S(piare  as  the  hits  above  designated,  being  three  feet  and  nine 
inches  wide,  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  deep. 

It  is  furtlier  ordered  that,  at  the  same  time  and  jilace,  the  said  register  and  receiver  shall  expose  to 
public  sale  the  following  lots  of  land,  situate  on  the  Bayou  Gnm  Tele,  in  the  district  of  lands  otl'ered  for 
sale  at  New  t)rleans,  viz: 

Lots  numbered  from  seven  to  ninety-four,  inclusive  of  both  numbers,  situate  ou  the  east  side  of  the 
said  bayou. 

Lots  numbered  one  to  twenty-five,  inclusive  of  both  numljers,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  said 
baj'ou. 

Also  a  second  range  of  lots,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  bayou,  numiicred  from  one  to  thir- 
teen, inclusive  of  both  numbers. 

The  sale  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  ne.xt,  and  will  be  continued  until  the  whole 
of  the  property  shall  have  been  ofl'ered. 

The  lots  on  the  Bayou  Groa  Teli',  apjiropriated  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  will  be  excluded  fmm  sale. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  tlie  city  of  Washington,  this  5th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  iS'iti. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
By  the  President: 

Geo.  Ginn.\M,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offiee. 

Ge,\er.\l  L.vxd  Office,  Aur/ust  5,  1820. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  (if  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  Maj'  15,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale  of  a  house  and  lot  in  New  Orleans  and  a  storehouse 
at  the  quarantine  ground  in  Louisiana,"  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans  will 
offer  at  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  next,  the  house  and  lot  in  Royal 
street,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  heretofore  used  for  the  district  court  of  the  United  States. 

By  order: 

GEO.  GRAHAM,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 


in. 

[For  the  papers  belonging  to  this  class  sec  No.  539,  page  858.] 


IV.— A. 

Gexerai,  LAxn  Office,  February  28,  1824. 

Sir:  With  the  instruction  dated  the  8tli  of  August  last,  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  salary  claimed 
by  Mr.  Winter,  I  forwarded  copies  of  the  papers  on  which  that  instruction  was  founded,  together  with  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Winter's  affidavit. 

I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  ilr.  AVilson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the 
copies  of  the  certificates  which  accompanied  it,  and  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  to  say  to  you  that  he 
still  thinks  that  Mr.  Wilson  is  not  entitled  to  his  salary  from  a  period  beyond  that  to  which  you  were 
authorized  by  my  letter  of  the  8th  of  August  last  to  pay  him;  liut  that  the  facts  stated,  and  the  testimony 
now  furnished  by  Mr.  Wilson,  show  that  Mr,  Winter  had  virtually  abandoned  his  office,  and  therefore 
should  not  have  received  the  pay;  and  he  has  directed  me  to  request  that  you  will  call  upon  Mr.  Winter  to 
refund  the  amount  paid  by  you,  and  to  assure  him  that  if  he  does  not,  both  civil  and  criminal  process  will 
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be  issued  a-ainst  him.     You  will  cuininunicate  without  delay  the  answer  which  Mr.  Winter  may  make  in 
reply  to  ynur  demand. 

"With  giL-.it  re.spcct,  your  obedient  tservant. 
L.  Waii.e.s,  Esq. 

Treasi-ry  Df.i'.irtment,  Heijislcr's  Office,  Fchruary  19,  1827. 

•V  true  conv  of  the  document  on  file  in  thi.s  oflicc. 

'■'  iO-i^V\ll>iO\5V.^¥.,  Rcfjider  cf  the  Treasury. 


v.— B. 

Adam.s  County,  Mksissippi,  January  5,  1826. 

Dkvu  ?ii::  I  was  in  Claiborne  county  when  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  November  must  have  arrived  at 
Wa.shin"ton.  '  I  received  it  a  few  days  s'ince.  I  recollect  informing  Mr.  Davis,  by  letter,  about  the  time 
you  weiv  settling  your  account  witli  him  in  October,  1824,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  deduct  a  certain 
Kinu  which  had  ireen  |)aid  to  (iabriel  Winter,  by  orders  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
But  I  have  not  the  most  indistinct  recollection  that  two  days  elapsed  between  the  date  of  my  note  to  him 
on  that  subject  and  the  time  of  its  delivery.  This  much,  however,  I  can  say,  that  whether  there  may  have 
been  such  a  delivery  or  not,  nothing  could  have  liecn  more  foreign  from  my  mind  than  a  design  to  defraud 
either  Mr.  Davis  or  the  government,  or  bcnelit  you. 

I  have  seen  and  heard  so  much  of  tlie  extraordinary  epistles  of  this  suspicious  blockhead  that  I  have 
ceased  to  regard  anything  coming  from  him  in  any  other  light  than  tliat  of  utter  contempt. 

I  perfectly  recollect  writing  to  Mr.  Harper,  register  of  the  land  office  in  the  southeastern  district,  at 
the  time  I  forwarded  to  him  maps  of  the  lands  which  had  been  advertised  for  sale  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi  in  that  district.  I  had  found  the  mai)S  (if  such  tliey  might  be  called)  of  those  lands  in  the 
office,  without  course  or  distance  on  any  of  the  lines,  nor  coidd  1  find  the  field  notes  of  any  of  them.  They 
appeared  to  have  been  divided  into  sections,  somewhat  upon  the  jiian  for  surveying  lands  under  the 
.Spanish  governmr?nt;  but  the  contents  of  no  section  had  been  calculated,  or  if  they  had  been  they  were 
not  inserted  on  the  maps.  In  the  short  time  allowed  for  the  computation,  and  specially  with  the  data 
before  me,  I  had  no  other  means  of  deducing  their  contents  than  from  the  projections.  These  I  knew  were 
not  to  be  relied  on  for  accuracy,  and  even  if  they  had  been,  that  mode  of  computation,  I  need  not  tell  yoM, 
would  hav(!  been  but  an  appro.ximation  to  truth.  I  therefore  apprised  Mr.  Harper  that  the  areas  which  I 
had  returned  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  the  true  ones.  I  presumed  that  you,  as  principal  deputy  surveyor 
of  the  district,  would  be  in  possession  of  the  field  notes.  I  therefore  informed  Mr.  Harper  that  as  you 
would  {ex  officio)  be  one  of  the  superintendents  of  the  sales  you  would  be  present,  and  if  any  section 
should  be  sold,  you  should,  before  any  payment  should  lie  made  on  it,  revise  the  calculations  from  the 
field  notes,  and  that  your  calculations  slioidd  be  regarded  as  more  perfect  than  any  which  I  ijiight  have 
it  in  my  power  to  make. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yom-  obedient  servant,  LEVIN  WAILES. 

John  Wilso.v,  Esq.,  Wuffhl nylon  City. 

The  United  States  Br.  to  John  WiL-^xm,  late  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  southeast  district  of  Louisiana. 

For  amount  of  his  salary  from  January  1  to  September  30,  1824 $315  00 

For  amount  of  his  salary  from  October  1  to  December  22,  1824,  83-'J2  of  8125 112  77 

487   77 
Deduct  amount  paid  to  him  by  treasury  warrant  No.  8573,  dated  December  30,  1826,  on  report 

No.  51414* '. 81  40 

Leaving  this  sum  due  to  him,  being  the  amount  that  was  suspended  by  said  re)iort  No.  51414, 
and  which  is  now  to  be  paid  conlbrinably  to  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  February  12,   1827 ! 406  37 

Auditor's  Office,  Fcljruary  13,  1827.  WM.  PARKER. 

Gomptroi.ler's  Office,  February  13,  1827. 
E.xamined.  WM.  ANDERSON. 

The  balance  due  to  Mr.  AVilson,  as  per  annexed  statement,  arises  as  follows: 

By  report  No.  51414,  for  the  amount  of  his  salary  from  January  1  to  December  22,  1824 $487  77 

There  was  deducted  and  suspended  this  amount  that  had  been  paid  both  to  him  and  his  prede- 
cessor in  office  for  salary  from  ilay  25,  1821,  to  March  17,  1822 406  37 


Leaving  this  amount,  which  was  paid  to  him  by  warrant  No.  8573,  dated  December  30,  1826.  .  .        81  40 


Therefin-e,  as  it  has  now  been  decided  that  Mr.  Wilson  is  entitled  to  his  salary,  which  was  suspended, 
as  above  stated,  and  as  his  salary  from  May  25,  1821,  to  March  17,  1822,  has  long  since  been  paid  and 
the  account  settled,  and  as  the  deduction  was  made  from  his  salary  that  accrued  from  January  1  to 
Decemln'r  22,  1824,  the  sum  of  $406  37  is  now  strictly  due  to  him  for"  the  balance  of  his  salary  for  said 
period,  viz:  fn.ni  Januarv  1  to  December  22,  1824. 

WM.  PARKER. 
.      Acimtoh's  Office,  February  13,  1827. 

°  Per  copy  of  said  statement  herewith. 
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TiiKAsruv  Oki'aimmknt,  Jicijis/rr'.-i  OlJin^  Fclin/ttn/  J",  Is-J". 
I  lierob}- certify  lliat  tlio  i'orogoing  statement  nl'  the  aceouiit  nt'  .Icilin  Wilson,  lale  iiriiicipal   ilcputv 
surveyor  I'or  the  soutiieast  district  of  Louisiana,  is  a  Iruc^  copy  of  tlie  orij;inal  on  file  In  this  ollice. 

J  USE  I'll  Xor  USE,  lirijiMrr. 


The  Commissioner  of  tlic  General  Land  Ollioe  laid  licfore  Ihc  ('oiiiiniltce  on  I'ulilic  Lands  the  foHow  iny 
papers  in  reply  to  the  charjiTS  made  against  him  liy  John  Wilson: 

On  the  second  charj;'e  .Mr.  Graham  sulimitted  the  following-  certified  co[iies  of  letters,  c^c,  now  lilid 
■with  the  accounts  of  J.  NVilson,  with  tlie  I'lCgister  oi  the  Treasury: 

General  Lan'm  Office,  April  1,  182 L 
Sir:  I  am  autliori/.e(l  to  inl'orm  you  tiiat   it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  ^\'ar 
that  the  ollice  of  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana  lie  given,  if  \acant,  to 
Lieutenant  John  Wilson,  who  will  present,  or  cause  to  be  presented,  this  letter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  J.  MEIGS. 

THOM.is  Fkeema.v,  Esq.,  ISurveijur  General,  Wasliinglaii,  Jllifsismpiii. 

Treasury  Deraktmext,  liegiKler'!!  Office,  Feliruanj  I'J,  1S27. 
A  true  coi>y  of  the  document  on  lile  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOUltSE,  BcijlMcr  Trea^iri/  Uiiiled  S/ale^. 


Choctaw  Agency,  llajj  24,  1821. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  iUh  ultimo,  with  its  enclosure  from  the  General   Land  Office,  recommending 
you  for  the   oftice  of  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  have  been 
received.     That  office  is  considered  as  vacant,  and  I  am  gratified  to  have  the  advantage  of  filling  it  with 
a  person  so  highly  recommended,  and  no  doubt  well  qualified. 

The  principal  deputy's  office  for  that  district  is  kept  at  Donaldsonville,  a  small  village  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  about  10  miles  above  Orleans.  The  salary  annexed  to  the  office  is  $500  a 
year,  with  fees  of  25  cents  a  mile  for  examining  and  recording  all  surveys  made  by  the  dei)uty  surv<'j'ors 
in  the  district. 

Should  you  accept  the  appointment,  I  wish  j-ou  to  proceed  without  delay  to  that  office.  Call  at  my 
office  on  your  way,  in  the  town  of  Washington,  near  Natchez,  where  you  will  receive  your  commission 
and  instructions.  It  is  neccssaiy  that  you  should  have  some  knowh.'dge  of  the  French  language,  the 
population  of  the  district  being  chiefly  French  Creoles  of  that  country,  many  of  whom  do  not  understand 
a  word  of  English- 
Let  me  have  the  pleasure'  of  a  line  from  you  on  this  subject  as  soon  as  you  receive  this. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  THOMAS  FREEMAN. 

John  Wilsox,  Esq.,  City  uf  New  York. 

Treasury  Der-abtmext,  Eer/isler's  Office,  February  19,  1821. 
A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Befjister  Treasury  Unilcd  ,SVa/«. 


Surveyor's  Office,  June  5,  1821. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  7th  April,  recommending  Lieutenant  John  Wilson  for  the  appointment  of  principal 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  has  been  received.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Wilson 
on  the  subject,  and  directed  him  to  proceed  without  delay  to  take  charge  of  that  office,  to  call  at  this 
office  on  his  way  and  receive  his  commission  and  instructions, 

I  shall  be  veiy  much  gratified  to  find  Mr.  Wilson  qualified  and  willing  to  conduct  the  duties  of  that 
office.  No  survej'or  can  be  found  here  to  take  charge  of  it  who  is  qualified  to  superintend  it.  Captain 
Winter,  who  last  had  charge  of  that  office,  paid  but  little  attention  to  it.  The  back  tracts  or  pre-emptions 
granted  to  holders  of  front  tracts  in  that  district  remain  yet  to  be  surveyed.  The  difficulty  of  making 
surveys  of  back  tracts  in  that  tract  of  country  renders  it  almost  impossible  to  get  a  surveyor  qualified  to 
undertake  those  sur%-eys.  This,  together  with  the  want  of  the  constant  attention  of  a  principal  deputy 
in  tlie  district,  are  the  causes  why  the  survey  of  the  district  has  not  been  completed  before  tliis  time. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  j'our  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FREEMAN. 

JosiAH  Meigs,  Esc|.,  Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 

Treasury  Dei'.aktmext,  Begisto-'s  Office,  February  1',),  1821. 
A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOUKSE,  Begister  Treasury  United  States. 


J.AXU.VRY   10,    1822. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  commission  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  appointing  you,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  the  office  of  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  date  of  the  commission,  (9th  instant.)  You  will  please 
to  qualify  v-ourself  by  taking  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  You  have  also 
enclosed  an  open  letter  to  Nicholas  Gray,  esq.,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  late  surveyor,  Mr.  Freeman,  requesting 
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hhn  t,.  dclivT  to  you  all  the  books,  papors,  &c ,  appertaining  to  that  office,  for  which  you  will  please  give 
hiiii  duplicate  receipts. 
I  am,  &c. 

.  ,  „,.  J.  M.  MOORE. 

A  tnif  cnpy. 

Lkmn  W.mLks,  Ksii..  Sarrrifn-  nfthr  riiblir  Lanih  south  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  noiv  at  Opelousas,  La. 

TuEAsniY  Department,  Begister's  Office,  Februar>j  10,  1827. 


'he  within  is  a  true  cdiiv  of  the  ilocmnent  on  file  in  this  oflicc. 

JOSEPH  NOUlvSE,  Register  Treasury  United  States. 


Opelousas,  Louisiana,  February  11,  1822. 

Siif  15v  the  same  post  to-day  which  brought  ine  a  commission  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  survey(ir  of  tlie  public  "lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  I  received  your  letter,  dated  at 
kati'hez  the  4tli  current,  informing  me  of  your  having  been  appointed  by  the  late  Major  Freeman  to  the 
oflice  of 'principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  southeastern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  of  your 
determination  to  remain" at  Washington,  Mississippi,  until  you  should  hear  from  me. 

I  expect  to  be  in  Washington  by  or  Ijefore  the  1st  of  the  ensuing  month.  That,  however,  will 
depend,  in  some  measure,  on  tlie  (lowing  of  the  river  Mississippi,  so  as  to  admit  of  boats  passing  through 
I'hKpic'mine.  I  should  regret  even  this  short  delay  in  placing  you  in  charge  of  the  office  to  which  you 
have  Ix'cn  appointed,  if  I  did  not  know  that  there  are  at  present  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  head  of 
the  department  to  enable  you  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  your  office,  and  that  there  probably  will  be  none 
until  appropriation  shall  have  been  made  by  Congress,  which  I  apprehend  need  not  to  be  looked  for  until 
about  the  close  of  the  present  session. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVIN  WAILES. 

John-  Wilson,  Esq.,  Washington,  lli&dssijjpi. 

Treasury  Department,  Begister's  Office,  February  19,  1827. 

A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Treasury  United  States. 


Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  March  7,  1823. 

From  documents  in  this  office  it  appears  that  Gabriel  Winter,  esq.,  was  paid  his  salary  as  principal 
deputy  surveyor  for  the  southeastern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  December  30,  1820.  From  this 
date  no  salary  has  been  paid  to  a  jjrinciiial  deputy  of  said  district  until  May  24,  1821,  when,  by  the  letter 
of  Thomas  Freeman,  esq.,  the  ai)pointment  was  given  to  John  W^ilson,  esq.,  to  whom  the  salary  has  been 
paid  IVom  the  last-mentioned  date.  Mr.  Wilson  resided  in  the  State  of  New  York  at  the  date  of  his 
appciintnient;  arrived  at  Washington  at  the  last  of  February,*  and  took  possession  of  his  office  about 
April  1,  1822. 

LEVIN  WAILES,  Surveyor  United  States  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 


A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file. 


Treasury  Department,  Begistei'^s  Office,  January  8,  1827. 
JOHN  STRETCH,  For  the  Register. 

Treasury  Department,  Begisfei^s  Office,  February  19,  1827. 

A  true  copv  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Begister  Treasury  United  States. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lecin  Wailes,  esq.,  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  Tennessee. 

Surveyor's  Office,  3Iississippi,  March  19,  1822. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  to  Donaldsonville,  in  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  and  take  charge  of  the  office  of  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  that  district,  to  which 
you  have  been  appointed  by  my  predecessor  in  office,  the  late  Thomas  Freeman,  esq.,  by  his  letter  dated 
May  24,  1821. 

The  books,  papers,  &c.,  of  your  office  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Edward  W^hite,  esq.,  in  whose  charge 
they  have  been  left  by  Gabriel  Winter,  esq.,  late  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  said  district. 

LEVIN  WAILES. 
John  Wilson,  Esq.,  Principal  Deputy  Surveyor  Eastern  District  State  of  Louisiana. 

Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  3Iississippi,  December  26,  1823. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is   a  true  extract  from  my  letter  of  instruction  to  John  W^ilson,  esq., 
principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  dated  March  19,  1822. 

LEVIN  WAILES. 

Treasury  Department,  Begister's  Office,  February  19,  1827. 
A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Begister  Treasury  United  States. 

°  Should  be  January;  see  hi3  letter  of  January  11,  1822. — J.  B. 
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Ni:\v  Oki.eans,  Ain-il  2.'),  1S-J3. 
Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  Tth  instant,  1  state  that  1  ennsidered  ycm  as  the  prineiijal 
ileputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana   up  to  tlie  time  llial  .Mr.  Wiisun  took  (■iiar"-e  of 
the  office,  which,  I   believe,  was   in   April,  1^22.     I    recullect  y(jur  being-   in   my  otlicr  in  ihr  capacity  of 
surveyor  during-  the  short  period  that  the  inhabitants  had  an  op|i(irtunily  of  entering  duublc  cciucessions 
and  that  you  entered  some  yourself  on  behalf  of  otiiers. 

There  was  no  receiver  of  [uiblic  moneys  in  commission  till  witln'n  live  or  si.\  nmnths  of  the  expiration 
of  the  law. 

What  work  you  may  have  done  while  principal  deputy  surveyor  I    cannot  certify,  no  returns  liavin>'- 
been  made  to  my  office. 
Yours,  &c., 

SAM.  II.  IIAKl'ER. 
Captain  Gabriel  Winter. 

Treasury  DEi'.uiTMENT,  llojistcr't!  OJJii-c,  Jaiiuanj  8,  1827. 
A  true  copY  of  the  document  on  file. 

JOHN  BTRETGII,y;,;-  Ih:  R.yida: 

Treasury  Department,  Btyider'a  Office,  Ftbruanj  10,  1S2'7. 
The  witliin  is  a  true  copy  of  the  document  on  iilc  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Hc<jidcr  Trauunj  United  Slates. 


General  Land  Office,  June  24,  1823. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  has  Lecn  received.     In  rejilj',  I  have  to  state  that  a  letter  has 
this  day  been  addressed  to  Mr.  Wailes  requiring-  information  as  to  the  period  when  your  duties   as  jirin- 
eipal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana  ceased.     Until  the  receipt  of  his  answer 
an  opinion  as  to  the  period  at  which  your  salary  should  be  paid  cannot  be  given. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  McLEAX. 
Gabriel  Winter,  Esq.,  7ioiv  at  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Treasury  Detartment,  Regisfer\s  Offiee,  Februar)/  19,  182Y. 
A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Treasury  United  ,Sl(tles. 


General  Land  Office,  June  24,  1823. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  just  received  from  Galiriel  Winter,  esq.,  late  princi[)al  deputy 
survej-or  for  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana.     I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  when  the  official  duties 
of  Mr.  Winter  ceased;  and  whether,  as  stated,  his  successor  did  not  qualify  for  the  office  until  March  19, 
1822,  having-  received  compensation  from  the  date  of  his  appointment.  May  24,  1821. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  M.LEAX. 
Levin  Wailes,  Esq.,  Swveyor  General,  Washington,  3Iississippi. 

Treasury  DEr.\RTMENT,  Registers  Offiee,  February  19,  1827. 

A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Trea^-^ury  United  States. 


I  never  did  receive  from  Major  Freeman,  late  surveyor  of  the  L'nitod  States  lands  soutli  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  any  information,  from  which  I  inferred  that  the  office  of  principal  deputy  was  vacant,  and  I 
continued  to  do  the  duties  of  the  office  until  about  April  1,  1822. 

GABRIEL  WINTER. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington' County : 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  August  7,  1823,  before 

R.  S.  BRISCOE,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  Feljruary  19,  1827. 

A  true  copy  from  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Treasury  United  States. 


I  certify  that  I  was  employed  by  the  late  Thomas  Freeman,  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  a  clerk  in  his  office,  about  the  middle  of  June,  1821,  in  which  capacity 

VOL.  IV lis  c 
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I  cr.ntinufd  to  act  until  after  the  month  of  April,  1822,  during  which  tune  I  never  knew  of  Mr.  Gabriel 
Winter  aetin"-  as  principal  de|nity  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  or  that  he  was, 
during--  the  time  spec-ilie<l,  commissioned  as  such.     On  the  contrary,  I  understood  that  the  office  was  vacant 

until  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John  Wilson  to  fill  the  office.  T,r,T}TXTc.rxxT 

' '  •  WM.  W.  ROBINSON. 

State  of  Mississipbi,  Adamx  County: 

Personally  ap|)earc(l  before  the  undersigned  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county  William  W.  Robin- 
son   and  laailr"  iiath  that  the  statement  is  true. 

WM.  W.  ROBINSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  December  25,  1823. 

JAMES  CARSON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

TRE.\srBT  Department,  Register's  Office,  February  19,  1827. 

A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Treasury  United  States. 


Natchez,  December  26,  1823. 

I  certify  that  I  was  employed  bj-  Thomas  Freeman,  esq.,  late  surveyor  of  the  lauds  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  a  clerk  in  his  office,  before  the  month  of  May,  1821,  and  that  I 
continued  to  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  in  the  surveyor's  office  until  the  month  of  April,  1822,  during 
which  time  I  have  no  knowledge  of  Gabriel  Winter  having  acted  as  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the 
southeastern  district.  State  of  Louisiana,  or  that  he  was,  between  the  months  specified,  in  commission. 
On  the  contrary,  I  heard  Mr.  Freeman  remark,  on  paying  Mr.  Winter  his  salary,  sometime  before  the  month 
of  May,  1820,  that  it  would  be  the  last  he  would  receive,  as  the  office  would  from  that  time  be  considered 
vacant,  and  always  understood  that  it  was  so  considered  until  the  appointment  of  John  Wilson  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Between  the  times  specified,  Mr.  Winter  was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  William  Moore  in  the 
mercantile  business,  and  was  absent  several  months  on  business  to  the  north  connected  with  the  affairs  of 
the  firm. 

NICHOLAS  GRAY. 

State  of  Mississippi,  Adams  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county  Nicholas  Gray,  and 
made  oath  that  the  within  statement  is  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

NICHOLAS  GRAY, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  December  26,  1823. 

JAMES  CARSON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  February  19,  182T. 
A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Registei-  Treasury  United  Staies. 


I  certify  that  Mr.  Gabriel  Winter  was  a  partner  of  mine  in  the  commercial  business  from  the  month 
of  August,  1819,  to  December,  1821;  and  in  the  month  of  May  or  June,  in  the  latter  year,  he  went  on  to 
Philadelphia  on  business  of  the  concern,  and  returned  sometime  in  the  month  of  November,  same  year. 

W^M.  MOORE. 

Natchez,  December  26,  1823. 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  February  19,  1827. 
A  true  copy  of  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Treasury  United  States. 


DoNALDsoN\aLLE,  Louisiana,  January  6,  1824. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  Mr.  Wailes  that  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  pay  to  Mr.  Winter,  late  principal  deputy  surveyor,  the  salary  attached  to  that 
office  from  the  date  of  my  ajipointment  to  the  office  until  about  the  last  of  March  ensuing,  on  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Winter,  and  to  deduct  the  same  which  had  been  previously  paid  to  me  from  my  accounts,  I  feel 
constrained  to  address  you  in  relation  to  it,  and  to  transmit  the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  and  certificates, 
from  which  I  think  it  will  appear  evident  that  a  more  palpable  perjury  and  fraud  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been 
committed  against  the  United  States,  or  more  injustice  done  towards  one  of  its  officers. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  the  winter  of  1821  I  was  on  a  visit  to  Washington  city,  being  at  that 
time  an  applicant  for  a  civil  ai)pointment;  while  there  a  letter  was  received,  I  think,  sometime  in  the 
month  of  March  or  April,  1821,  by  Mr.  Meigs,  late  commissioner,  from  Mr.  Freeman,  late  surveyor,  stating 
that  the  office  of  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  this  district  was  vacant.  Upon  the  suggestion  of  Colonel 
Bomtord  I  became  a  candidate  for  the  office,  and  (in  my  wishes  being  made  known  to  Mr.  Monroe,  he 
directed  Mr.  Meigs  to  inforc  Mr.  Freeman  that  it  was  his  wish  that  I  should  be  appointed  to  the  office,  (a 
copy  of  which  letter  I  enclose  herewith.)     Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  by  Mr.  Freeman  he  forwarded 
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to  mo  tlie  letter  of  appointment,  under  date  of  May  24,  1821,  (a  copy  of  \vliich  is  enclosed,)  which  I 
accepted.  I  did  not,  iiowever,  leave  Xew  York  until  the  month  of  Oetuber  InlKiwinn-,  :oi(l  tnuk  pa.s,saf;-o 
from  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  for  Natchez;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  lowncss  ..f  the  waliTS,  1  diil  not 
arrive  there  until  the  January  following,  when  I  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  I'KcDian,  and  was  therelorc 
compelled  to  remain  at  Natchez  until  the  appointment  of  his  successor.  On  the  anival  nf  Mr.  ^Vailes  I 
received  my  instructions,  (an  extract  from  which  I  enclose  herewith,)  under  dale  lA'  March  19,  1822, 
eleven  days  previous  to  tlie  time  Mr.  Winter  swears  that  he  was  performing  the  duties  of  the  ollice,  when, 
at  the  same  time,  he  was  at  Natchez,  transacting  business  as  a  merchant. 

The  certiticates  of  Messrs.  Gray  and  Robinson,  late  clerks  in  tiie  surveyor's  office,  clearly  shnw  that 
Mr.  Winter  was  neither  in  commission  nor  acting  as  princii)al  deputy  in  any  way;  while  the  certilicate  of 
Mr.  Moore,  his  partner,  ]iroves  that,  during  the  time  he  has  sworn  that  he  was  acting  as  principal  deputy, 
he  was  absent  at  Pliiladclphia  for  several  months  upon  business  connected  witli  the  firm.  .Many  utlier 
certificates  can  be  obtained  iu  that  place,  as  well  as  from  claimants  in  this  district,  showing  that  Mr. 
AVinter  neither  resided  nor  kept  an  office  in  the  district  during  the  time  that  he  has  sworn  that  he  was 
performing  the  duties.  At  the  time  I  received  the  salary  in  question  from  .Mr.  Wailes,  Mr.  Winter  pro- 
posed to  me  to  divide  it  with  him,  (Mr.  AVailes  having  refused  to  pay  him  after  the  date  of  my  appoint- 
ment, knowing  that  he  had  not  been  in  service  subsei[uent  to  that  time,)  stating  that  he  had  preserved 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  office,  but  did  not  pretend  that  he  had  i)erformed  any  of  tlie  duties;  lor  this 
woidd  have  been  too  absurd,  where  the  falsity  of  such  an  assertion  could  so  easily  be  proved.  I,  however, 
objected  to  any  division,  alleging  that  it  was  customary,  in  all  departments  of  tlie  government,  for  the 
salary  to  conmience  from  the  date  of  the  appointment,  and  that  sum  would  scarcely  defray  the  expenses 
of  my  journey  from  New  York  to  Natchez,  and  the  expenses  incurred  while  compelled  to  remain  there.  Mr. 
Winter  acceded  to  the  justice  of  my  remarks,  and  expressed  his  willingness  that  I  should  draw  the  salary, 
saj'ing-  that  he  should  claim  a  compensation  for  having  presericd  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office.  I 
will  now  state  in  what  manner  those  books  and  pa]3ers  were  preserved.  On  my  arrival  in  this  place  I 
found  them  in  a  house  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Major  Frecnn^n,  in  which  resided  the  overseer. 
They  were  crowded  into  a  couple  of  drawers  in  a  cupboard,  and  appeared  as  if  they  had  not  been  disturbed 
in  more  than  a  twelvemonth,  all  the  maps  anil  plans  having  been  more  or  less  injured  by  insects,  and 
many  of  them  rendered  entirely  useless.  A  great  number  of  the;  field  notes  of  surveys  made  in  the  district 
were  missing,  and  not  even  the  evidence  of  a  scratch  of  the  pen  to  show  that  Mr.  Winter  had  ever  done 
any  duty,  or  that  any  surveys  had  been  made  in  the  district,  or  duties  performed  in  the  ollice,  subsequent 
to  the  death  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  former  incumbent.  Mr.  AVailes  informed  me  that  he  had  writt(»ii  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  tJeneral  Land  Office,  under  date  of  November  'J,  lb22,  stating  his  reasons  for  paying' 
me  the  salary  which  Mr.  Winter  has  since  received,  to  which  letter  I  would  also  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 
I  also  enclose  herewith  a  copj'  of  a  letter  from  Major  Freeman  to  Mr.  Meigs,  dated  June  5,  1821,  wherein 
he  states  that  Captain  Winter,  who  lad  had  charge  of  the  office,  paid  but  little  attention  to  it;  from  which 
I  think  that  nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  that  Captain  Winter  was  not  then  in  conmiission,  although 
he  swears  he  was,  until  the  first  of  April  following;  but  Mr.  Winter  never  expected  that  a  copy  of  his 
oath  would  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Wailes;  if  he  had,  he  never  would  have  dared  to  have  been  guilty  of  so 
barefaced  a  perjury;  and  altliough  his  conduct  and  principles  have  for  a  long  time  been  the  subject  of 
much  animadversion,  he  has,  by  this  act,  fully  disclosed  the  depravity  of  his  heart,  and  will,  I  trust,  meet 
with  that  punishment  which  deliberate  guilt  so  justly  deserves. 

It  is  with  much  regret,  sir,  that  I  have  felt  myself  constrained  to  intrude  upon  your  time;  but 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  a  duty  every  man  owes  to  society  to  expose  to  merited  castigation  every 
oifender  who  is  so  base  or  so  unprincipled  as  to  rob  another  of  his  property,  and  feeling  that  from  you 
alone  I  can  only  hope  for  that  justice  which  is  due  to  me,  I  have  thus  been  induced  to  encroach  upon  your 
time,  for  which  I  trust  the  subject  will  plead  my  apology.  I  would  also  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  any 
doubts  should  exist  as  to  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  suit  upon  the  documents  I  forward  herewith,  I 
will  produce  others  that  cannot  leave  a  doubt  upon  the  minds  of  the  most  sceptical  that  he  has  been 
guilty  of  a  most  wilful  and  deliberate  perjury. 

With  sentiments  of  profound  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  Vie  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WILSON,  Principal  Deputy  Surveyor. 

Hon.  AVm.  H.  Cr-iwford,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Tre.^sury  Department,  Eegider's  Office,  February  19,  1827. 

A  true  copy  from  the  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Treasury  United  Stales. 


General  Land  Office,  2[arch  2,  1284. 
Sir:  Your  letter  and  its  enclosures  have  been  received  and  submitted  ti;i  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  his  consideration. 

The  enclosed  letter  to  Mr.  AA'ailes  will  advise  you  of  the  decision  made  by  liim,  and  the  course  which 
will  be  pursued  in  relation  to  Mr.  Winter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuHv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
John  AVilson,  Esq.,  Principal  Deputy  Surveijnr,  DonaldsonviUe,  Louisiana. 

Treasury  Department,  Pegistefs  Office,  Feljruary  19,  1827. 

A  true  copv  of  the  original  document  on  file  in  thi,--  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Eegister  Treasury  United  States. 


General  Land  Office,  Novemher  17,  1826. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  the  honor  to  return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
the  letter  of  Mr.  AA'ilson,  late  principal  deputy  surveyor,  bearing  date  November  1,  1826,  and  the  papers 
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.nfcorniianvin--  the  .«ame  and,  in  compliance  witli  the  request  of  the  Secretary,  submits  the  following 
remarks  on  oJich  item  ofthechar-es  contained  in  Mr.  Wilson's  account.  •         ,,. 

The  lir.st  item  is  a  charg-c  for  *481  77,  on  account  of  salary  which  he  claims  for  a  period  previous  to  his 
cnterln.-  on'  the  duties  of  his  ..llice,  and  iirevious  to  any  actual  appointment.  This  question  was  submitted 
to  Mr  tV-iwford  iiiAu"-ust  182:i  and,  bvhis  directions,  the  instructions  contained  m  my  letter  oi  August  8, 
18'^3  '(a'cpv  of  which  is  enchased,)  Were  given.  From  subsequent  information  there  was  reason  to 
befic've  that  "Mr.  Winter,  alth.,ugh  in  pos.se8sion  of  the  papers  and  records  of  the  ofiicc,  had  performed  no 
duties  which  ..ntitlcd  him  to  the  salary;  and,  by  direction  ol  Mr.  Crawford,  the  letter  of  February  25,1824, 
was  written  to  Mr  Wailes,  ("see  the  letter  among  the  papers  submitted  by  Mr.  A\  ilson.)  This  letter  con- 
firms the  instructions  of  August  8,  1823,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  claim  of  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  salary  In 
c-ivin.-  this  decision  Mr.  Crawf  .rd  was  guided  by  the  general  practice  of  the  Treasury  Department.  W  ith 
respect  to  Mr  Winter  he  sulisequcntly  produced  some  letters  from  Colonel  Freeman,  which  induced  Mr. 
Crawford  to  a"-rce  to  'submit  to  Messrs.  Williams  and  Rankin  the  question  as  to  the  period  to  which  Mr. 
Winter  was  eirtitled  to  the  salary;  but  the  papers  were  returned  without  a  decision. 

'J'he  second  item  is  for  $144,  on  account  of  travelling  expenses  incurred  in  going  to  and  m  returning 
from  Washin"-ton.  Charges  of  this  nature  have  been  admitted  by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  on  The  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  sanction  has  never  been,  I  believe,  given 
but  in  one  instance,  and  that  was  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilson  himself,  and  was  founded  on  the  certificate  of 
the  siirvevor,  Mr.  \Vailes,  then  in  ofiicc. 

The  third  and  fourth  items  are  for  charges  which  can  be  admitted  by  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
in  the  rcnilar  course  of  the  adjustni<>iit  of  the  surveyor's  accounts,  on  the  exhibition  of  the  necessary 

vouchers.  .  ... 

The  fifth  item  is  for  visiting  diflevent  parts  of  his  district  and  examining  the  work  of  the  deputy 
surveyor.  1  have  no  recollection  that  any  such  charge  has  ever  been  made  by  any  principal  deputy 
survevor  except  Mr.  Wilson,  and  there  is  no  instance  within  my  knowledge  in  which  such  a  charge  has 
been  admitted. 

The  sixth  and  seventh  items  are  charges  for  his  salary,  and  interest  thereon,  from  the  period  of  his 
dismissal  from  office  by  Mr.  Davis  to  the  first  instant,  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Davis  had  no  right  to  dismiss 
liim  without  the  sanction  of  the  President.  If  that  sanction  had  been  necessary  it  was  given  by  the 
approval  of  Mr.  Turner's  appointment,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Wilson;  but  I  presume  that  no  such  sanction 
was  necessary,  as  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1816,  gives  this  particular  appointment  exclu- 
sively to  the  "survej'or  of  the  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  by  whom  Mr.  Wilson  was  dismissed. 

I  am,  very,  &c.,  GEOEGE  GKAHAM. 

lion.  Richard  Rush,  Seerdartj  cf  the  Trcamry. 


A. 

Copy  (if  endorsrmrnt.  on  the  enveJojye  of  certain  X)0.pers  noiv  ])i'inied,  ivhich  were  submitted  to  the  Son. 
William  H.  Crauford,  Secretary  (if  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  referred  to  in  letter  to  Joseph  Anderson, 
esq.,  Comptroller,  January  11,  1827. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  enclosed  papers,  Mr.  Wailes  was  instructed  to  call  upon  Mr.  Winter  to  refund 
the  money  paid  him. 

It  appears  to  me  from  those  papers,  as  well  as  the  letter  from  Colonel  Freeman  to  Mr.  Winter,  which 
he  has  liimsclf  exhibited,  particularly  the  letter  of  March  6,  1821,  that  Mr.  W.  is  not  entitled  to  receive 
salary  beyond  the  month  of  March,  1821. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  February  19,  1827. 

A  true  copj'  of  the  original  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register  Treasury  United  Stales. 


General  Land  Office,  January  11,  1827. 

Sir:  I  now  return  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Wilson  which  were  referred  by  the 
Secretarj-  of  the  Treasury  to  this  office  on  the  10th  instant,  with  directions  to  report  to  the  Comptroller 
agreeably  to  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  April  25,  1812.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  under  the  9th 
section  of  the  act  referred  to  no  accounts  are  audited  at  this  office  except  those  of  the  receivers  of  the 
land  offices. 

In  relation  to  Mr.  Wilson's  claim  for  salaries  prior  to  entering  on  the  duties  of  the  office  of  principal 
deputy  surveyor,  I  can  only  say  that  it  has  been  twice  submitted  to  Mr.  Crawford,  who  decided  against 
it,  and  once  to  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Trea.sury,  who,  it  is  understood,  gave  a  similar  decision. 

Although  it  is  intimated  in  an  "expose"  accompanying  the  papers  now  submitted  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Wilson  that  the  whole  case  was  not  before  Mr.  Crawford  at  the  time  he  gave  his  instructions,  it  is  never- 
theless believed  that  every  material  paper  now  submitted  was  before  him,  particularly  at  the  period  of 
his  last  decision. 

The  pa])ers  then  before  him  were  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
January  6,  1824,  and  the  papers  numbered  from  No.  1  to  No.  4,  in  black  ink,  contained  in  the  envelope 
marked  A,  sulmiitted  from  this  office.  The  endorsement  on  that  envelope  was  made  when  the  papers 
were  submitted  to  Messrs.  Williams  and  Rankin,  as  referred  to  in  a  former  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  marked  B. 

'I  Ik;  general  principles  wliich  regulate  the  auditing  the  accounts  in  this  office  in  relation  to  salaries  is 
to  all.iw  tiie  salary  from  the  ]ieriod  at  which  the  duties  commence.  The  date  of  the  bond  or  oath  of  office, 
therefore,  rc'gulatcs  the  jieriod  i'rom  which  the  salary  coumiences.     This  general  rule  is  not  deviated  from 
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rxi-('|it  by  directions  through  your  office.     In  conformity,  therefore,  to  (heso  rules,  the  claim  of  Mr.  Wilson 
for  suhny  previous  to  entering'  on  the  duties  of  his  office  ciumot  ho  ailniillcd. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obeilient  servant, 

(;E0.  (.•KAilA.M. 
Joseph  Axderso.x,  Esq.,  Fird  Complvullir  Tvrasnrij  Depart inrnt. 

Treasury  ])ei'.\ktmext,  JiCfjitfhr'.f  Office,  FvlirKanj  19,  1827. 

A  true  copy  of  tlie  document  I'U  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Bnjislcr  rrca>^vnj  Unilcd  States. 


General  Laxd  Ofkice,  JanHari/  12,  1821. 

Sir:   Since  the  report  was  made  to  you  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Mr.  ^Vilson  I'm-  salary,  I 

have  examined  the  records  of  this  office  to  ascertain  upon  what  authority  it  was  stated  tliat  Mr.  McLean 

had  given  a  decision  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wilson's  claim,  and  I  find  the  letters  of  which  the  enclosed  are  copies. 

Wlietlier  those  letters  were  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  not  I  have  no  recollection; 

but  whether  they  were  or  were  not  is  altogether  immaterial. 

'With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 


Joseph  Anpersox,  Esq.,  First  Com]}troUer  of  the  Treasun/. 


GEO.  GRAHAM. 


Treasury  Departsiext,  Ilerjisler'g  Office,  February  19,  1827. 

A  true  copv  of  the  original  document  on  file  in  this  office. 

JOSEPH  XOURSE,  lleijider  Treamry  United  States. 


On  the  third  charge,  Mr.  Graliam  referred  to  the  deposition  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson. 
On  the  fourth  charge,  Mr.  Graham  submitted  the  following  letters,  and  referred  to  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Wood: 

Surveyor's  Office,    Washington,  Mississippi,  January  5,  182.5. 

Sir:  The  letter  and  other  papers  which  you  will  receive  herewith  having  been  sent  to  the  post  office 
a  few  minutes  too  late  for  the  last  mail,  I  have  withdrawn  the  packet  to-da3'  in  order  to  enclose  the  copy 
of  a  letter  since  received  from  Mr.  Harper.  Having  understood  from  Mr.  Turner,  a  deputy  surveyor  just 
from  Donaldsonville,  that  Mr.  Wilson  had,  in  his  abuse  of  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Lyman,  and  n^yself,  charged 
us  witli  having  combined  for  the  purpose  of  swindling  the  government  and  individuals,  I  confess  I  was 
surprised  on  receiving  Mr.  Harper's  letter,  which  is  the  first  he  has  ever  written  to  nie  in  the  course  of 
eighteen  years  that  we  have  lieen  partially-  acquainted.  The  copj-  of  Mr.  Harper's  letter  is  communicated 
without  permission,  under  an  impression  that  it  is  proper  to  do  so. 

Respecting  the  propriety  of  a  register's  receiving  certain  fees,  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Harper,  I  have 
not  made  myself  sutliciently  acquainted  with  the  subject  to  form  an  opinion  upon  it;  but  I  am  certain 
that  demands  for  copies  of  plats  frerjucntly  made  upon  this  office  are  improper,  and  should  be  made  at  the 
register's  office,  who,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  entitled  to  receive  fees  for  them;  or  suppose,  for  instance, 
that  Mr.  Ruffin  had  had  a  right  to  demand,  at  this  office,  a  certified  copy  of  his  neighbor's  plat  on  the  22d 
of  September  last,  he  would  have  had  an  equal  right  to  ask  for  a  second  one  on  the  next  day,  kc,  forever; 
and  if  Mr.  Ruffin  had  such  a  right,  every  other  man  in  the  community  must  have  had  a  similar  and  ecpial 
right;  and  if  .so,  what  time  would  be  left  for  myself  and  the  clerks  in  this  otHce  to  attend  to  other  duties? 
It  appears  to  me  self-evident  that  the  register  here  onght  to  be  authorized  to  attend  to  these  inquiries, 
and  to  charge  fees;  in  which  cases  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  a  copy  of  the  same  plat  of  surveys 
being  issued  or  furnished  dailj'.  Before  I  came  into  office  those  demands  were  answered,  and  fees 
charged  for  them,  by  my  immediate  predecessor;  and  as  I  have  reprobated  the  practice,  I  am  persuaded 
that  I  have  been  frequently  harassed  by  his  friends,  who  have  been  sent  here  for  the  purpose,  among 
whom  ilr.  Ruffin  is  believed  to  have  been  one. 

I  must  beg  that  you   will  be  so  good  as  to  instruct  me  on  this  sidjjcct.     After  a  plat  has  been 
furnished  to  the  register,  and  another  to  the  General  Land  Office,  I  am  desirous  of  knowing  how  many, 
and  under  what  circumstances,  others  may  be  demanded  at  this  office  as  a  matter  of  right. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  j'our  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  DAVIS. 

George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  Washington  City. 


ine  as  a 


New  Orleans,  December  31,  1824. 

Sip.:  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  late  principal  deputy  surveyor,  is  now  in  the  city.  He  says  you  have  denounced 
as  a  "damned  rascal  and  a  drunkard,''  alleging  that  I  ought  to  be  deprived  of  my  office,  and  requesting 
him  (AVilson)  to  exhibit  charges  against  me;  and  I  think  he  said  that  yon  observed  you  either  had  or 
would  prefer  charges  against  me.  Now,  I  cannot  believe  all  this,  even  on  the  supposition  that  yon  had 
received  false  impressions  in  relation  to  me;  yet  I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  of  what  this  man  has 
said,  and  request  that  you  will  reply  to  this  letter.  I  have  understood  that  he  has  exhibited  charges 
against  me  to  the  General  Laud  Commissioner,  but  of  what  nature  they  are  I  am  not  yet  apprised,  but 
suppose,  from  some  remarks  of  his,  that  he  has  accused  me  of  taking  fees  from  applicants  for  their  appli- 
cations. The  law  has  always  made  it  the  duty  of  persons  applying  either  for  the  enregistering  of  lands 
or  for  their  purchase  to  delicer  to  the  register  fl  icritten  wAice  or  application  to  that  eflect.     Whenever 
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person  produced  to  me  a  written  notice,  either  drawn  by  himself  or  any  other  person  I  never  charged 
him  a  cent  except  sometimes  lor  a  certificate  and  recording  iees;  l.nt  when,  as  was  often  the  case  the 
r  rt V  applied  to  me  to  write  his  notice,  I  charge  him  lor  it,  as  I  had  a  r.ght  to  do,  it  being  no  part  of  my 
d.itvas  re-ister  to  write  liis  notice.  And  this  has  been  the  invariable  custom  both  in  the  ime  of  the 
con:missio.rers  and  in  that  of  my  predecessor.  But  if  Mr.  Wilson  charges  me  with  having  taken  illegal 
fees  as  register,  he  states  what  is  untrue,  and  cannot  support  the  allegation  without  the  aid  of  bribery 

and  I'^^"J»^'>-  ,  iij^^.j,,,,  ci,;,r..ed  for  writing  notices,  he  and  everyb..dy  else  who  had  anything  to  do  in  that 
^,-ay 'were  long  sincc^accpiainted.  He  knew  the  reason  and  propriety,  too,  of  the  charge,  and  never  would 
have  resorted  to  the  means  he  has  if  it  had  not  been  to  revenge  himself  on  me  for  a  supposed  injury  I  had 
done  him  in  one  or  two  of  my  communications  to  the  General  Land  Commissioner.  He  accuses  me,  also, 
of  having  had  a  considerable  agency  in  procuring  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Lyman  as  principal  deputy. 
That'  you  kn..w  to  be  entirely  groundless.  May  I  request  a  speedy  answer  ? 
I  am   verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       -^       ^  -'^  SAMUEL  H.  HARPER. 

George  Da\is,  Esq.,  Survojor  General. 

[This  letter  has  been  answered,  and  a  copy  of  the  answer  will  probably  be  sent,  at  a  time  of  more 
leisure,  to  the  General  Land  Office.  I  never  have  spoken  a  disrespectful  or  unfriendly  word  of  Mr.  Harper 
in  my  life— never  having  had  a  cause  to  do  so.     G.  D.] 


Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  lliss.,  January  28,  1825. 

Sir:  Your  note,  handed  me  a  few  days  since,  respecting  a  demand  against  the  government  for 
surveying  done  by  you  sometime  past  in  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  having  been  mislaid,  I 
will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  another,  in  which  you  are  requested  to  state,  explicitly,  the  causes  of  the 
delavs  you  seem  to  have  experienced  in  rendering  an  account  for  that  work  and  having  it  liquidated. 

'l  shall  be  very  candid  with  you:  I  have  heard  you  mention  circumstances  in  relation  to  your  employ- 
ment, under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Wilson,  which  has  had  its  due  influence  in  removing  him  from  the  office 
of  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  that  district,  and  this  is  merely  to  ask  of  you  to  state  in  writing  what 
vou  have  incidentally  stated  to  me  and  others  verbally  respecting  what  you  know  of  the  comluct  of  Mr. 
Wilson  as  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana.  The  subject,  I  know,  is  an 
unpleasant  one;  but  justice  to  the  government,  as  well  as  to  individuals,  requires  that  the  truth  should 
be  told. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


G.  DAVIS. 


John  B.  Petton,  Esq.,  Deputy  Surveyor,  present. 
A  true  copy. 


F.  WOOD,  I  .,,    ^ 

LEOLIN  STAYTON,  j  ^"^'^*'®- 


Washington,  January  31,  1825. 

Sir:  In  j'our  note  of  the  28th  instant  I  am  requested  "to  state,  explicitly,  the  causes  of  the  delays 
which  1  have  experienced  in  rendering  an  account,  and  having  it  liquidated,  for  surveying  done  in  the 
southeastern  district  of  Louisiana"  I  am  also  requested  "to  state  in  writing  what  I  have  incidentally 
stated  verbally  respecting  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Wilson  as  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern 
district  of  Louisiana."     I  will  answer  your  first  request  as  follows: 

In  the  year  1822  I  surveyed  several  tracts  of  land,  (generally  denominated  "double  concessions,") 
and  returned  them  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Wilson,  principal  deputy  survej'or.  There  is  among  them  a  tract  of 
land  surveyed  for  the  widow  Roman.  In  making  the  survey  of  this  tract  I  found  the  back  line  would  run 
through  a  deep  cypress  swamp.  In  my  certificate  of  the  survey  returned  to  Mr.  Wilson's  office  I  explicitly 
stated  the  land  over  which  the  hack  line  would  pass  to  be  impassable. 

In  June,  1823,  I  returned  another  parcel  of  claims  of  the  same  kind.  The  last  returns  were  made  on 
better  paper  than  the  first,  and  the  necessary  certificates  printed.  Mr.  Wilson  insisted  on  my  copying  my 
first  returns  on  the  same  kind  of  paper,  which  I  readily  consented  to  do.  But  the  claim  of  tlie  widow 
Roman,  he  said,  must  be  represented  as  closed  on  the  ground,  alleging,  as  his  reason  for  having  done  so, 
that  a  very  important  lawsuit  was  likely  to  be  instituted  by  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  and  he  had 
promised  to  obtain  a  patent  for  the  widow  Roman's  land  as  soon  as  practicable,  which,  he  said,  could  not 
be  issued  unless  the  survey  was  represented  as  closed.  He  also  stated  that  the  principal  deputy  surveyor 
of  the  southwestern  district  had  informed  him  that  such  was  the  common  practice  when  surveys  could  not 
be  actually  closed.  I  made  the  copy  as  he  requested,  and  returned  it  folded  in  the  original.  The  survey 
was  approved,  and  the  distance  on  the  back  line  Mr.  Wilson  thought  proper  to  put  in  my  account  against 
the  government,  amounting  in  all  to  $317  39,  stating,  as  his  reason  for  so  doing,  that  it  had  been  the 
practice  in  the  southwestern  district  to  pay  for  the  back  lines  of  double  concessions  when  the  course  and 
distance  were  found  by  calculation,  and  the  lines  could  not  be  actually  survej'ed.  This  was  done,  he  said, 
in  consideration  of  the  surveyors  frequently  being  obliged  to  resurvey  the  division  line  between  the  front 
and  back  concessions,  for  which  he  could  not  be  paid. 

1  receipted  triplicate  accounts,  and  received  of  Mr.  Wilson  a  draft  on  your  predecessor  in  office  for 
the  amount.  Mr.  AVailes  refused  to  pay  the  draft  until  one  of  the  accounts,  a'ccompanied  by  a  plat  of  each 
survey,  was  returned  to  his  office.  This  Mr.  Wilson  refused  to  do,  alleging  that  I  had  presented  a  false 
account  against  government.  The  back  line  of  the  widow  Roman's  claim  was  the  item  to  which  he 
attached  fraud.  It  was  not  at  my  instance  that  item  was  inserted  in  my  account.  It  was  ushered  in  by 
a  peculiar  kind  of  art,  familiar  only  to  such  men  as  Mr.  Wilson,  when  they  have  some  villanous  scheme 
in  view. 
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In  answer  to  your  request  respecting-  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Wilson  wliilo  in  ofllce,  1  foci  it  my  duty  to 
state  the  following-  facts:  When  I  first  reported  myself  to  Mr.  Wilson  as  a  de|)iity  surveyor  in  his  distVii't, 
he  assigned  to  Mr.  ^[ilo  Johnson  and  myself  the  surveying  of  all  the  double  concessicius'in  the  parishes  of 
St.  James,  St.  John  the  Bajitist,  and  St.  Charles,  on  l)oth  sides  of  llic  .Mississippi  river,  lie  told  us  that 
he  had  determined  on  charging  each  claimant  ti'U  dollars  lor  a  certilied  plat  of  his  land.  We  were 
instructed,  verbally,  as  soon  as  we  made  a  survoj',  to  furnish  the  claimant  with  a  jdat,  and  tell  him  it  was 
necessary  to  go  with  it  to  Lafourche  and  olitain  the  principal  deputy  surveyor's  certificate  to  it,  for  which 
he  would  have  to  pay  ten  dollars.  The  first  time  I  saw  Mr.  Wilson  alter  1  had  ccjmmenced  work,  he  was 
anxious  to  know  the  cause  of  no  claimants  having  called  on  him  with  their  plats.  I  answered  that  they 
were  not  willing  to  go  with  them  to  his  otiice,  being  a  distance  of  thirty  miles.  lie  then  proposed  that, 
when  I  had  completed  a  stirvcy,  I  should  send  it  to  him  by  mail,  when  he  would  approve  it  and  return  it 
in  the  same  manner;  on  the  receipt  of  which  I  was  to  demand  of  the  claimant  his  fee,  ($10.)  This  ioiivim-- 
sation  took  place  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  was  then  at  work;  after  which  he  went  to  a  nunilier  of  the 
inhabitants  and  told  them  that  tlie  surveys  made  by  me  would  not  be  valid  witliout  his  approval,  for  which 
he  should  charge  each  of  them  ten  dollars,  and  induce<l  them  to  believe  that  the  surveys  would  not  be 
approved  until  he  received  his  fee.  The  claimants  called  on  me  soon  after  to  know  if  the  law  justified 
such  a  demand  ?  I  told  them  it  did  not.  From  my  having  thus  refused  to  become  the  tiiol  of  Mr.  Wilson 
in  extorting  money  from  the  inhabitants,  (and  not  his  villanous  assertion  of  fraud,)  was  the  only  reasons 
he  had  for  withholding-  my  accounts,  knowing  that,  bj'  so  doing,  I  should  experience  some  pecuniary- 
embarrassments;  and,  probably,  he  thought  to  blast  the  reputation  of  one  who  had  too  much  knowledge  of 
his  own  villany.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  Mr.  Wilson  has  charged  as  high  as  twenty  dollars  for  a  copy 
of  one  claim;  and  he  once  charged  a  man,  who  was  both  ignorant  and  poor,  sixty  dollars  for  having  a 
short  front  line  and  one  side  line  measured,  not  more  than  ten  arpents  in  length. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  PEYTON,  I>.  S. 

Geo.  D.wis,  Esq.,  Survei/or  General. 


A  true  copy. 


F.  WOOD,  ]   .,,    , 

LEOLIN  STAYTON,  i  ^"^"^^• 


On  the  fifth  cliarge  Mr.  Graham  submitted  the  following  papers: 

BY  THE  PKESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  on  April  20,  1818,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  disposal  of  certain  lots  of  public  ground  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of  Mobile," 
it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  ofBce  at  New  Orleans  shall  expose  to  public 
sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Januarj-  next,  the  building  formerh-  appropriated  by 
the  United  States  to  the  use  of  a  naval  arsenal,  together  with  the  ground  occupied  by  "the  said  building, 
and  its  appurtenances. 

There  will  also  be  exposed  to  public  sale,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  above  quoted,  six  certain  lots  of  ground  situated  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  designated 
on  the  official  plat  of  survey,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  as  numbers  thirteen,  fourteen, 
fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen,  binding-  on  the  Rue  de  I'Hospital,  and  fronting-  on  the  Rue  de 
Conde,  which  ground  has  been  relinquished  to  the  United  States  by  the  Ursuline  nuns  of  the  said  citj-. 

There  will  also  be  exposed  to  public  sale,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  a  piece  of  g-round  belonging-  to 
the  United  States,  situate  in  the  same  square  as  the  lots  above  designated,  being  three  feet  and  nine  inches 
-wide  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  deep. 

It  is  further  ordered  that,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  the  said  register  and  receiver  sliall  expose  to 
public  sale  the  following  lots  of  land,  situate  on  the  Bayou  Gros  Tete,  in  the  district  of  lands  offered  for 
sale  at  New  Orleans,  viz: 

Lots  numbered  from  seven  to  ninety-four,  inclusive  of  both  numbers,  situate  on  the  cast  side  of  the 
said  bayou. 

Lots  numbered  from  one  to  twenty-five,  inclusive  of  both  numbers,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  said 
bayou.  Also,  a  second  range  of  lots  situate  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  bayou,  numbered  from  one  to 
thirteen,  inclusive  of  both  numbers. 

The  sale  will  commence  on  the  first  Mondav-  in  January  next,  and  will  be  continued  until  the  whole 
of  the  property  sliall  have  been  ofiered. 

The  lots  on  Bayou  Gros  Tete,  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  will  be  excluded  from  sale. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  fifth  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1820. 

J.  Q.  ADAMS. 
By  the  President: 

G.  Grah.im,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Gener.^l  L.ixn  Office,  August  5,  1826. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  May  15,  1826,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale  of  a  house  and  lot  in  New  Orleans,  and  a  storehouse 
at  the  quarantine  ground  in  Louisiana,"  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  New  Orleans  will 
ofler  at  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  next,  the  house  and  lot  in  Royal 
street,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  heretofore  used  for  the  district  court  of  the  United  States. 
By  order: 

GEORGE  GRAHAM,  Covimi.^sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Printers  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  will  insert  the 
above  once  a  week  until  the  day  of  sale. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  f mm  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  S.  H.  Harper,  register  at  Neio  Orleans, 

Louisiana,  dated  September  19,  1823. 

"Thr  private  claims  on  the  Bavou  Darbonne  liaviug  been  g-ranted  on  account  of  the  settlement  priu- 
cinailv  I  I'l-esun.e  that  there  is  no  danger  as  to  interference  with  them.  It  is  possible  tliough  I  think  not 
pruhahle  that  there  may  be  some  ohl  grants  on  the  Bayou  Gros  iete  which  may  intertere  with  the  lands 
proclaimed  for  sale.     This  should  be  in.iuired  into  previous  to  the  sale."         pno     f  .1      i   f.      i      i      f  ., 

1  certifv  that  the  above  extract  is  correctly  taken  from  vol.  10,  page  302,  of  the  letter-book  of  the 


General  Land  Ullicu. 


JNO.  II.  BAKER,  Clerk  to  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands. 


IIousE  OF  PiErRESE.vTATivEs,  3Ia?'ch  27,  1826. 

Siu:  I  have  th(>  honor  to  enclose  you  a  petition  from  several  citizens  of  Louisiana  settled  on  the  public 
lands  on  the  Bayou  Gros  Tute,  which' were  advertised  for  sale  some  months  since,  but  which,  it  appears, 
were  not  oflered'at  public  sale,  which  prevents  the  petitioners  from  now  purchasing  them  at  private  sale. 

The  circumstances  under  which  these  settlements  were  made,  the  losses  the  petitioners  have  sustained 
in  consequence  thereof,  and  the  labor  they  have  expended  on  these  lands  are  fully,  and  I  believe  accurately, 
stated  in  their  petition.  It  was  enclosed  to  me  by  tlie  honorable  John  Button,  judge  of  the  parish  of  Iber- 
ville, and  residing  at  Plaquemine,  in  said  parish,  a  gentleman  of  the  first  respectability,  and  who  is 
intin'iatcly  acquainted  with  our  land  claims,  and  the  situation  of  the  public  domain  in  Louisiana.  He 
represents  it  as  very  desirable  that  the  public  lands  in  that  quarter  should  be  speedily  disposed  of. 
A'Tceing  with  him  in  opinion,  and  believing  it  for  the  interest  of  the  government  as  well  as  of  the  citizens 
of  Louisiana  that  the  public  lands  in  a  situation  to  be  offered  for  sale  should  be  speedily  brought  into 
market,  I  have  to  request  that  a  sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  said  bayou,  may  be 
ordered  to  take  place  as  soon  as  ma}'  meet  the  convenience  of  the  department. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  GURLEY. 

George  Grahaii,  Esq. 


Register's  Office,  New  Orleans,  April  29,  182G. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  29th  ultimo  lias  been  received,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  another 
list  of  the  lots  which  were  not  oflerod  for  sale  under  the  proclamation  of  August  11,  1823.  A  former  list 
was  sent  under  date  of  the  Itith  of  September  last.  The  public  lots  prepared  for  sale  in  this  district  all 
lie  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississijipi,  and  parallel  thereto,  from  Atchafalaya  to  near  the  mouth  of  La- 
fourche. In  point  of  soil,  I  am  told  they  are  all  nearly  equal,  and  not  very  unequally  distant  from  the 
Mississippi.  I  therefore  cannot  advise  any  particular  portion  to  be  offered  to  the  exclusion  of  others. 
Some  bayous  are  better  known  perhaps  than  others,  but  which  they  arc  I  am  unable  to  say.  But,  as  I 
have  on  former  occasions  said,  I  do  not  think  thej'  will  in  any  reasonable  time  command  upon  an  average 
more  than  the  minimum  price.  I  think  the  month  of  November  would  be  an  inauspicious  time  to  oft'er 
lands  for  sale  in  New  Orleans.  That,  unfortunately,  is  often  a  sickly  month  here,  in  which  few  people 
like  to  venture  into  the  city.  I  would  suggest  the  early  part  or  middle  of  January  in  preference;  that  is 
the  season  when  the  cottnn  planters  and  others  most  frequent  the  city. 

In  relation  to  the  public  lots  in  New  Orleans  which  are  undispiuted,  I  will  mention  four:  1st.  Six  lots 
obtained  from  the  Ursuline  nuns,  by  compromise,  under  the  authority  of  the  department.  2d.  The  navy 
arsenal,  authorized  to  be  sold  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  April  20,  1818.  3d,  The  house  and  lot  formerly 
occupied  by  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  in  Royal  street.  And  4th.  A  large  square  parallel  to 
the  custom-house,  and  bounded  by  Canal,  Commerce,  Magazine,  and  Levee  streets.  The  last-mentioned 
piece  of  ground  is  very  valuable  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  river,  and  being  in  the  most  commercial 
part  of  the  city.  The  navy  arsenal  is  also  valuable,  being  opposite  and  contiguous  to  the  principal  market- 
house.  The  surveyor  has  never  furnished  me  with  the  plats  of  any  of  the  above-described  lots,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  plats  of  the  two  former  pieces  of  ground  have  been  transmitted  to  your  office. 
If  any  or  all  of  these  lots  should  be  oflfered  for  sale  I  would  advise  that  they  be  oflered  also  in  January. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  H.  HARPER. 

George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  rf  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  public  lots  not  oflered  for  sale  under  the  President's  proclamation 
of  Augu.st  11,  1823.  By  comparing  this  list  with  that  contained  in  the  proclamation,  there  can  be  no 
difiBculty  in  ascertaining  the  lots  to  be  proclaimed  hereafter.    I  follow  the  order  observed  in  the  proclamation. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bayou  Dcpassou,  twenty-six  in  number,  from  No.  1  to  No.  9, 
inclusive,  on  1 3' were  oflered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  east  side  of  Bayou  Latorache,  thirty-three  in  number,  none  were  offered. 

01  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Latorache,  thirty-seven  in  number,  none  were  offered. 

Of  the  luts  on  the  east  side  of  Baynu  Fordocke,  sixty-six  in  number,  none  were  oflered. 
^        Of  the  lilts  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Fordocke,  eighty-one  in  number,  none  were  offered. 
■ "     Of  the  lots  on  the  east  side  of  Bayou  Gros  Tete,  ninety-four  in  number,  from  No.  1  to  No.  G,  inclusive, 
only  were  oflered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Gros  Tete,  eighty-one  in  number,  from  No.  1  to  No.  25,  inclusive, 
were  not  offered;  the  remainder  were. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  cast  side  of  Bayou  Gros  Tete,  (second  range,)  thirteen  in  number,  none  were  offered. 

Of  the  lots  on  Bayou  Marangoin,  east  side,  thirty-one  in  number,  none  were  offered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Marangoin,  sixty-one  in  number,  none  were  offered. 
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Of  the  lots  on  tho  cast  side  of  tlu;  A 1  cluifahiyu  anil  south  of  (lie  HIl;-  Fork,  twelve  in  miiiilxT,  none 
exeept  No.  1,  were  i>ll'ei'ed. 

Ol'  the  hits  on  tho  cast  side  of  Alcliulala  ya  and  licar  l'>a\  uu,  sixteen  in  nnnil  )('[■,  imnr  were  liU'rird. 

Of  I  he  lots  iiu  llif  cast  side  of  Atehaj'alayii  and  west  nl'  ( 'nw  is  I  a  ml,  t  hiii'  in  nuniher,  mine  were  nll'crcd. 

Of  the  hits  un  the  north  side  of  Bayou  Alaliama,  cie-Jit  in  nunilier,  nunc  weic  nireicd 

Of  the  lots  un  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Aiahania,  twenty-two  in  nundier,  none  wci-e  ulfcred. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  east  side  of  Bayou  Alahania  and  west  of  Tortoise  Bayon,  litty-une  in  nnndicr  none 
except  No.  1,  were  oll'ered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  north  side  of  Bayou  Goula,  fourteen  in  nundier,  all  vi'iv  (i/frrcd. 

Of  the  lots  on  tlie  smith  side  of  Bayou  (ioula,  fourteen  in  nuniluu-,  all  wfn'  ii//'i'rcil. 

Of  the  lots  on  tlie  north  and  east  side  of  tlie  Jiarras  or  l>arrow's  Bayou,  twenty-seven  in  niiinliei-,  none 
were  olfcred. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  S(nitli  and  west  side  of  saiiie  bayou,  thirty-live  in  nuniher,  nunc  were  ollired. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  north  side  of  Cow  Bayou,  lifty-nine  in  nuinlier,  none  were  olfered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  south  side  of  Cow  Bayou,  forty-two  in  nuinher,  none  were  oll'ered. 

Of  the  lots  ou  the  south  and  east  sidi^  oi' Bayou  lilaek,  from  forty-live  to  one  liundreil  and  fnrty-tliree 
in  nuniher,  none  were  oll'ere(l. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Black,  from  cig-Iit\-live  to  one  hundri'il  and  thirty-si.'vcn  in 
numliei',  none  were  ottered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  east  siile  of  Bayou  BuiTalo,  forty-seviMi  in  numlier,  none  were  ollired. 

Of  the  lots  tin  tho  west  side  of  Bayou  Bulfalo,  forty-two  in  innnhcr,  none  were  ollerc'd. 

Of  the  lots  on  tlie  east  side  of  Big  Caillon,  fifty  in  numlier,  mmi'  wi're  offerecl. 

Of  the  lots  oil  the  west  side  of  Big-  Oailloii,  lifty  in  nuinher,  none  were  oll'ered. 

Of  the  hits  on  the  east  of  Little  Caillon,  eighty-four  in  numlier,  none  were  oifered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  Little  Caillon,  one  hundred  and  live  in  number,  none  were  offered. 

Of  tlie  lots  on  the  east  side  of  Bayou  Darbonne,  fourteen  in  number,  none  were  ofl'ered. 

Of  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Darbonne,  fourteen  in  number,  nmie  were  ofl'ered. 

Note. — All  the  lots  on  the  west  side  of  Bayou  Gros  Tete  wliicli  were  oiVereil,  viz:  from  twenty-six  to 
eighty-one,  have  been  entered  and  sold  at  private  sale.  Also,  all  those  on  the  north  side  of  Bayou  (Joula, 
except  No.  14,  have  been  sold;  and  those  on  the  soutli  side  of  Bayou  Goula,  with  the  exception  of  No.s.  2, 
10,  11,  13,  and  14,  have  been  sold.     All  the  others  ofl'ered  for  sale  have  not  yet  been  entered. 

The  lots  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  in  the  order  proclaimed  for  sale  are — 

No.  10,  east  side  of  Bayou  Latorache;  No.  13,  west  side  of  Bayou  Latoraclie;  Nos.  ]-2  ami  48,  east 
side  of  Bayou  Fordocke;  Nos.  18  and  54,  west  side  of  Bayou  Fordocke;  Nos.  !),  45,  and  81,  east  side  of 
Bayou  (iros  Tete;  Nos.  23  and  59,  west  side  of  Bay(_)U  Gros  Tete;  No.  1,  east  side  of  Bayou  Marangoin- 
Nos.  6  and  42,  west  side  of  Bayou  Marangoin;  No.  5,  east  side  of  Atchafalaya;  No.  14,  west  side  of 
Bayou  Alabama;  No.  28,  east  side  of  Bayou  Alabama;  No.  13,  north  side  of  Bayou  Goula;  No.  21,  north 
and  east  side  of  Bayou  Barras;  No.  30,  south  and  west  side  of  Baj'ou  Barras;  No.  31,  nortli  side  of  Cow 
Bayou;  No.  12,  south  side  of  Cow  Bayou;  Nos.  50,  8(5,  and  122,  southeast  side  of  Bayou  Black;  Nos.  99 
and  135,  west  side  of  Bayou  Black;  No.  34,  east  side  of  Bayou  Bufl'alo;  No.  23,  west  side  of  Bayou 
Buflalo;  No.  17,  east  side  of  Big  Caillon;  Nos.  3  and  39,  west  side  of  Big  Caillon;  Nos.  25  and  61,  east 
side  of  Little  Caillon;  Nos.  13,  49,  and  85,  west  side  of  Little  Caillon;  No.  2,  west  side  of  Bayou  Dar- 
bonne.    In  all,  thirty-ciglit  lots  and  a  fraction  of  twelve  remaining,  being  every  thirty-sixth  lot.| 

SAM.  li.  HARPER,  Berjld^r. 


On  the  sixth  charge,  Mr.  Graham  referred  tii  the  testimony  of  R   King. 

On  the  charges  Nos.  7  and  8,  Mr.  Graham  referred  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wood,  and  Mr. 
S.  D.  King;  to  the  letter  of  January  11,  1827,  to  Joseph  Anderson,  esq..  First  Comptroller,  iiled  under  the 
second  charge,  and  to  the  following  papers: 

General  L.\nd  Office,  December  21,  1826. 
Sir:  The  return  of  tliose  letters  now  in  your  possession,  which  were  loaned  you  on  the  10th  day  of 
May  last,  and  wdiich  you  have  so  repeatedly  promised  to  return  to  this  ofiSce,  are  now  demanded  to  be 
brought  back  without  delay.  They  are  the  letters  of  George  Davis,  esq.,  to  the  Commissioner  of  tho 
Cxcneral  Land  Oflice,  and  da"ted  February  17,  1825,  February  22,  1825,  March  18,  1825,  January  21,  1825, 
May  27,  1825,  February  5,  1825,  January  3  and  5,  1826,  and  a  letter  from  G.  Davis,  not  dated. 

Yours,  &c.,  GEO.  GRAHAM. 

Mr.  John  Wilsox,  City  of  Wa^hinglon. 

Gexer.vl  Land  Office,  Jtmuari/  12,  1827. 
Sir:  Mr.  Wilson  not  havin.g  yet  returned  all  the  original  papers  which,  under  your  sanction,  were 
)ilaeed  in  his  hands  on  the  lltli  of  May  last,  I  deem  it  proper  to  submit  for  your  information  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  21st  of  December. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  GEO.  GRAUAM. 

Hon.  R.  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  Dep-artiie-nt,  S<:ptember  21,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  tho  honor  to  enclose  lierewith  copies  of  charges  touching  your  ofScial  conduct  which 
have  been  transmitted  to  this  department  by  John  Wilson,  late  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  eastern 
district  of  Liiuisiana,  and  have  to  request  that  j-ou  will,  as  early  as  convenient,  furnish  such  explana- 
tions in  relation  to  said  charges  as  may  be  necessarv  and  jiroper. 

I  am,  &c.,  '  RICHARD  RUSH. 

George  Davis,  Esq;,  Surveyor  General,  Wa^hingloi),  Mississippi. 

Treasury  Departjient,  February  21,  1827. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copj-  from  the  records  of  this  department. 

EDWARD  JONES,  Clihf  Clerk: 
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Surveyok's  Office,  Washington,  3Iiss.,  February  4,  1826. 

«iif  \lxiut  tlie  ini.ldlc  of  Octolior  last  I  received  a  note  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Ti-e-isurv 'd-ited  tlie  ''Ist  of  tlie  preceding-  iiiontli,  under  cover,  with  two  .sheets  of  fcjolscap,  containing 
Kunilrv  ;i'ander..ns  falsehoods,  which  the  accoiniKinyiiiR-  note  informed  me  were  copies  of  charges  trans- 
mitted to  th.'  Treasury  Depiutment  "  bv  John  ^^■ils^n,  late  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  eastern  district 
of  I  ouisiuna-"  and  Twas  re.piested  tn  furnish,  as  early  as  convenient,  such  facts  or  explanations  m  rela- 
tion\o  the  said  charges  as  n.iglit  be  deeined  necessary  and  proper.  _     _  ,  •  1   l  f t  ,,^, 

As  there  were  no  specitications  transmitted  with  the  charges,  an  omission  which  left  me  utterly  at  a 
loss  in  most  C'lscs  to  know  or  conjecture  what  was  meant  by  the  fabrication,  I  could  think  of  no  mode  of 
more  likely  conforiniii"-  (o  the  wisii'es  of  the  honorable  Secretary  than  that  ot  sending  to  the  General  Land 
Office  a  trmscriiH  of  my  correspondence  with,  and  in  relation  to,  the  office  ot  principal  deputy  surveyor 
of  tint  district  for  the  information  of  tlie  Treasury  Department.  You  will  accordingly  receive  herewith 
copies  and  extracts  of  letters  numbered  from  one  to  sixty,  as  also  one  marked  A,  which  will  furnish  all 
the  information  within  my  power  as  regards  my  official  conduct  in  relation  to  the  southeastern  district  of 

Tlie  whole  correspondence  is  not  communicated,  but  I  have  not  intentionally  or  knowingly  withheld 
any  part  tliat  could  be  useful  towards  the  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  Secretary.  Li  a 
few  instances  you  will  find  coijies  enclosed  of  entire  letters  when  extracts  only  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient; aiid  in  a' few  otiiers  the  clerks,  in  making  extracts,  have  transcribed  more  than  was  necessary  or  than 
had  lie'en  intended.  These  have  been  accidents  resulting  from  mistakes  in  them;  and  I  have  not  thought 
it  nece.s.sary  to  detain  them  from  other  business  in  correcting  them.  If  copies  of  the  entire  letters  should 
be  wished  ior  in  any  cases  where  extracts  only  are  furnished,  or  should  Messrs.  Ripley  and  Wilson  point 
out  any  that  are  wi'thiicld,  and  which  they  may  think  might  be  useful  to  their  cause,  you  will  only  have 
to  (leinand  copies  of  them  and  they  shall  be  transmitted.  On  many  of  the  enclosed  transcripts  you  will 
find  explanatory  notes,  whicli  may  i)rovo  useful. 

Your  letter  of  December  19,  1825,  came  duly  to  hand,  but  indisposition  and  other  causes  have 
prevented  an  earlier  acknowledgment  of  it.  I  l>eg  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  and  thanks  for 
tlie  full  and  satisfactory  instructions  which  it  communicates  on  several  ])oints.  Tlie  idea  expressed  in 
my  letter  of  the  16th  of  tlie  preceding  month,  that  in  locating  private  claims  it  might  be  somewliat 
iireferable  to  assign  them  determinate  depths,  with  such  indefinite  widtiis  as  should  take  in  the  required 
(piantities,  was  occasioned  by  my  having  observed  tliat,  in  decisions  of  the  old  board  of  commissioners, 
they  iiad  assumed  such  a  principle  in  cases  where  the  quantity  of  the  grant  was  fixed,  while  its  par- 
ticular dimensions  had  been  left  by  the  original  grant  less  definite. 

In  noticing  that  part  of  your  letter  which  informs  me  of  General  Ripley's  having  lent  his  name  in 
support  of  his  charge  against  me,  in  the  name  of  Wilson,  of  improperly  appointing  Fletcher  a  deputy 
'  surveyor,  I  would  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  I  had  long  previously  informed  you  that  Ripley  was 
Wilson's  counsel.  Tliat  he,  in  his  professional  capacity,  drew  up  and  was  co-author  of  the  falsehoods 
contained  in  the  charges  against  me,  exhibited  in  the  name  of  Wilson,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Of  such 
men  as  Rijiley  or  Wilson  only  was  it  to  have  been  expected,  therefore,  that  the  invention  of  falsehoods, 
the  drawing  of  them  up  in  form  as  charges,  and  the  impudence  of  coming  forward  as  a  witness  to 
substantiate  them,  were  to  be  exhibited  as  the  acts  of  the  same  individual.  All  conjecture  aside  on  this 
subject,  there  can  be  scarcely  a  doubt  but  that  the  mere  relation  of  counsel  in  which  Ripley  stands  to 
Wilson  in  this  case,  when  the  circumstances  are  viewed  in  all  their  bearings,  would  exclude  him  as  a 
comp(!tent  witness  in  a  court  of  justice.  For,  as  the  government  is  in  no  manner  concerned  about  the 
character  of  Fletcher,  (he  having  executed  no  surveying  under  his  ajtpointment,)  except  in  so  far  as  my 
character  might  be  implicated,  in  consequence  of  making  an  improper  appointment,  Ripley's  officiousness 
must  have  for  its  object  my  removal  from  office;  the  etfects  of  which  upon  the  minds  of  a  New  Orleans 
jurj'  in  the  trial  i;if  Wilson's  suit  against  me  maj'  well  be  imagined.  These  facts  and  considerations, 
together  with  others  which  I  shall  notice  presently,  exhibit  Ripley  in  the  several  incompatible  capa- 
cities of  plaintiff,  accuser,  counsel,  and  witness. 

I  believe  it  is  not  an  uncommon  case  in  New  Orleans,  more  than  elsewhere,  however  disreputable  it 
maj'  be  considered  in  a  legal  view  for  an  attorney,  in  want  of  employment,  when  undertaking  a  suit  for  a 
plaintitf  in  a  doubtful  case,  or  when  his  client  is  unable  to  advance  a  fee,  to  agree  to  depend  for  a  remu- 
neration upon  the  issue  of  the  suit  about  to  be  instituted.  As  this  was  precisely  the  situation  of  the 
counsel  and  his  client,  I  am  (piite  as  free  from  doubt  of  these  being  the  terms  upon  which  Ripley  insti- 
tuted the  suit  against  me  in  February  last,  in  tlie  name  of  John  AVilson,  as  I  am  deficient  of  positive  proof 
of  this  supposed  fact.  This,  if  admitted,  furnishes  a  clue  to  Ripley's  subsequent  movemeuts.  tie  com- 
mences a  suit  which  he  permits  to  lie  dormant  until,  by  the  invention  of  falsehoods  in  the  form  of  charges 
against  me,  which  lie  modestly  attempts  to  substantiate  hj  the  loan  of  his  great  name,  he  hopes  to  have 
me  removed  from  oliice,  correctly  enough  calculating  upon  the  powerful  effect  it  would  be  likely  to  have 
upon  a  New  Orlean"jiiry  in  giving  credit  to  such  false  testimony  as  he  might  introduce,  thus  corroborated 
by  an  act  of  government,  and  in  awarding  damages  for  the  imaginary  injuries  for  which  Wilson  and 
Ripley  pretend  to  be  seeking  redress. 

Without  ever  seeking,  procuring,  or  caring  to  jirocure,  a  personal  acquaintance  with  General  Ripley, 
after  he  had  left  the  anny  and  settled  in  New  Orleans,  there  was  none  more  warndy  his  friend,  owing  to 
the  good  conduct  attributed  to  him  during  the  late  war,  than  myself.  I  and  some  others  used  to  vote  for 
liim  with  great  regularity  when  he  was  tliought  of  as  a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  while  the  general 
mass  of  the  population  of  New  Orleans  rejected  him  with  apparent  horror.  By  long-continued  attacks  in 
a  newspaper,  of  wiiicli  he  was  the  reputed  editor,  upon  the  French  part  of  the  population  of  Louisiana  in 
conseipience  of  their  rel'using  to  vote  for  him,  he  drew  from  another  paper  an  exposition  of  his  character 
previous  to  his  joining  the  army.  Owing  to  this,  and  some  little  low  shifts  to  which  pecuniary  embar- 
rassinents  had  continued  to  drive  him,  he  became  with  me  a  doubtful  character,  until  my  doubts  were 
removed  by  the  falsehoods  contained  in  his  petition  to  the  court  with  which  he  commenced  the  suit 
against  me  in  Wilson's  name,  menticjued  to  you  in  my  letter  of  February  17,  1835.  Ripley's  ideas  of  an 
attorney's  duty  to  his  client,  the  suit  referred  to  being  taken  as  an  exemplification,  if  put  into  words, 
might  be  taken  as  a  paraphrase  on  those  of  the  celebrated  English  advocate  Brougham.  The  latter  seemed 
to  think  it  the  duty  of  a  lawyer  faithfully  to  defend  his  client  at  even  the  hazard  of  bringing  down  upon 
himself  the  vengeance  of  a  King.     Riple'y  seems  to  think  that  it  is  the  duty  of  an  attorney  out  of  business 
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ti)  become  tlie  partner  of  a  paiqier  in  an  action  for  prctcndcii  ilaniufi'es,  ami  to  invent  ralsclmoils,  ami  to 
oU'cr  liimselt'  as  a  witness  in  snpport  of  his  own  suil. 

At  an  interview  had  with  (icneral  Ripley  in  llic  olliee  ol'  the  dislrict    ailninry  in    New  Oileiins  a  I'fw 

days   after  tlie  suit   on    lielialf*of  the  ji'overnnieni    had  1 n    insi  itnlcd  n;^Min->l   W  ilsnn,  hi-  inipnrrd  nf  me 

the   partic'ular  causes  of  Wilson's   removal   fmiu   nllii-i';   sonii- of  whieli    I  i-n iialcd,  such   as   exiDrliori, 

nej;-leet  of  duty,  the  artilices  which  had  been  used  l.y  him  {■<  n-lain  his  ollirc,  fy  lirsl  li.u  rowing-  mom-y  of 
me  under  the  pretence  of  extrenio.  distress,  and  subseipionlly,  when  ihal  hull  iipnn  mi'  was  iiIm.uI  to  bo 
nnnoxed  by  a  settlement  of  his  accounts,  obtainini;' from  me  liy  improprr  man:i;^omrnl  a  ehoi'k  lur  money 
in  favor  of  l)e[)uty  Siu-veyor  Boiuu't,  as  repeatedly  explaiiird  t,.  (he  Commissioner,  ami  aflerwaids  retaininu' 
botli  it  and  the  account  for  the  payment  of  which  it  had  been  furnished,  under  a  l)eliel',  im  doubi,  ihal  I 
dare  not  remove  him  while  he  had  possession  of  those  papers. 

On  receiving-  the  co[)y  of  Wilsiui's  charg-es  aijainst  me,  exidenlly  di'TOn  up  liy  llipley,  1  was  sni  prised 
to  perceive  all  tlie  olfences  fir  which  I  had  been  compelled  to  ri'Uiuxe  WiUmi  inliiHluced  as  eharj;-es  against 
myself,  even  including-  the  circumstance  of  the  check.  1  was  inelined  at  liisi  to  ascribe  lo  K'ipley  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  inirenuity  in  his  mode  of  reversing-  tlie  direction  of  my  own  baltery  and  turning-  it 
against  myself;  but,  on  reflection,  I  have  )ierceived  that  the  only  cpiality  of  the  mind  necessary  in  the  case 
lias  been  a  total  disregard  to  truth,  of  which  lie  had  furnished  me  with  a  most  e.xtraorilinary  sample  in 
the  petition  npon  which  his  suit  against  me  in  ^Vils(Ul's  name  was   commeiiceil 

1  have  had  ota-asion  heretofore  to  inforui  you  that  Wilson,  having  heard  of  my  appointment  to  this 
oflicc,  in  the  hist  instance,  before  I  had  heard  of  it  myself,  visited  me  at  my  hoiis(.'  in  Xew  Orleans  in  a. 
very  few  days  after  1  had  received  it.  During  his  stay  in  the  city  the  time  which  he  spared  from  drinking- 
Iiouses  and  gaming-  tables  w-as  divided  between  his  visits  to  me  in  ipiest  of  money,  and  in  searching  for 
persons  inimical  to  me  in  order  to  obtain  assistance,  when  wanted,  in  slandering  my  character;  in  the 
cmu'se  of  which  he  fell  in  with  an  individual  of  the  name  of  llolliiis,  who  had  sometime  |irevi(Misly  been 
(/)-(Y;;>crf  from  his  employment  as  an  officer  of  the  customs,  for  what  1  am  net  able  to  say  with  precision, 
but  1  believe,  in  part,  tor  slandering  the  present  collect(.ir,  of  wliicli  I  knew  him  to  lie  guilty,  though  1  had 
never  thong-lit  it  worth  while  to  commnnicate  it.  Fr(.iin  this  individual  who,  like  Lucifer,  hated  every 
person  whom  he  had  left  behind,  including  myself,  and  who,  although  extremely  illiterate  and  deficient  of 
that  kind  of  knowledge  which  can  be  olitained  onl_y  from  books,  possesses  a  considerable  portion  ot 
natural  talent  and  a  tolerabl_y  deep  insight  into  human  nature,  Wilson  obtained  statements  n|)on  which 
many  of  the  in^inualionn  which  his  charges  convey  are  founded.  The  activity  of  Wilson  in  slandering- 
me  after  he  was  dismissed,  as  connnunicated  to  me  since  by  difl'ereiit  persons,  especially  by  the  editor  of 
the  Louisiana  Advertiser,  in  Xew  Orleans,  was  truly  astonishing,  and  justifies  me  in  asserting  that, 
■while  a  man's  moral  cundiict  dcjiends  upon  /n'»t.s(V/',  his  moral  diuradcr  may,  and  frei[uently  is,  made  lor 
liim  by  others. 

lloUins  had  not  neglected  to  commnnicate  to  Wilson  what  lie  conceived  to  be  ray  prejudices,  who, 
supposing-  that  imputing-  to  me  those  foibles  or  vices  against  which  my  prejudices  were  at  war  would 
\\-ouud  me  in  the  most  vulnerable  points,  did  not  fail  to  avail  himself  of  those  advantages.  Thus,  having 
been  informed  that  being  not  only  temperate  mj'self,  but  that  I  had  a  particular  aversion  to  sots  and 
drunkards,  which  was  his  own  character,  on  Lyman's  presenting-  to  him  his  letter  of  dismissal,  he 
pronounced  me,  among  other  things,  and  in  puljlic,  "  a  most  consummate  drunkard."'  Itollins  having- 
represented  mj  prejudices  against  the  appointment  of  foreigners  to  office  to  the  exi-lusion  of  American 
citizens  as  almost  amounting  to  intolerance;  that  my  avcrsiim  to  the  British  government  amounted,  a,s 
llollins  supposed,  to  hatred;  and  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  being  born  an  American  was  one  of  which 
every  American  should  be  jiroud,  \Vilson  represented  me  at  Donahlsonville  as  a  deserter  from  the  British 
arm^-;  and  Mr.  Beardsl(>e,  the  newspaper  editor  referred  to  above,  has  informed  me  that  happening  in  a 
driuking-house  about  ten  o'clock  at  night  in  the  course  of  last  winter,  Wilson  came  in,  and  that,  although 
the  company  who  happened  to  be  present  were  equally  nnaciiuainted  with  him  ( Wils(m)  and  with  me,  he 
immediately  commenced  slandering  me,  asserting  that  I  was  a  Brit.iu,  and  that  1  had  favored  them  during 
the  late  war,  licc. 

If  I  have  ever  been  inelined  to  bigotry  in  anything,  it  has  been  in  ray  i>olitical  faith  in  the  rectitude 
and  justice  of  our  own  government  above  those  of  any  other  on  the  globe:  but  llipiley  and  \Vilson,  who  had 
heard  of  this,  have  charged  me  with  making  use  of  abusive  and  threatening  language  against  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

This  vague  assertion,  which  is  introduced  into  Ripley's  string  of  falsehoods  as  charge  L5th,  being, 
in  its  nature,  personal,  seems  to  require  some  more  particular  notice.  I  have  always  taken  upon  me  to 
think  for  myself,  and,  on  all  proper  occasions,  to  express  my  opinions  on  [lolitical  matters,  and  in  relation 
to  candidates  for  office.  As  regards  Mr.  Crawf  ird,  of  whom  I  had  always  thought,  in  the  general,  w-ell, 
I  can  truly  say  that,  for  the  last  year  previous  to  the  late  presidential  (-lectie.n.  he  stood,  in  my  e.stiiuatiou. 
second  among  the  candidates  for  that  high  olHce;  and  if  I  had  not  made  up  my  miml  some  yi-ars  previ- 
ously in  favor  of  the  present  incumbent,  which  nothing  had  occiured  to  ehange,  anil  had  my  vote  or 
opinion  between  them  been  of  importance,  I  should  have  felt  some  difficulty  in  deeidiiig  between  them. 
As  for  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  all  I  knew  of  him  at  the  time  of  my  last  int(-rview 
with  Wilson  was,  that  he  had  sent  mc  the-  President's  conmii.ssiou  appointing  me  to  my  present  office, 
-\vhicli,  of  itself,  was  calculated,  upon  a  well-known  faculty  of  the  human  mind,  witli  which  reason  has  no 
concern,  to  give  him  a  considerable  hold  on  my  friendship.  Nothing  had,  up  to  that  time,  occurred  to 
change  those  feelings;  and  it  forms  no  part  of  my  disposition  or  cliaractt-r  to.ioin  in  the  course  of  conver- 
sation either  in  eulogi/.ing  or  censuring-  absent  persons  contrary  to  ni_y  own  oi)inion  or  leeliugs. 

But  in  the  case"  under  consideration,  as  well  as  in  others.  Ripley  lias  taken  care  to  charge  me  with 
an  offence  of  which  he  had  been  apprised  that  Wil.sou  was  kimwii  to  lie  guilty.  In  speaking  to  me  when 
at  this  office  in  October,  lSi4,  on  the  subject  of  his  having  been  required  to  refund  money  which  had 
been  improperly  paid  to  him  by  Mr.  Wai'les  as  salary  for  a  period  during  whii-h  he  had  been  amusing 
himself  for  several  months  on  the  route  between  New  York  and  this  place,  Wilson  indulged  in  veryjrrev- 
erent  language  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gr-neral  Land  Office. 
He  observed  that  the  Commissioner  having  once  decided  against  him,  ami  in  bLvi.u-  of  Gabriel  Winter,  he 
had  persisted  in  his  former  incorrect  determination,  and  had  prevailed  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  support  him  in  it,  after  he  (Wilsim)  had  proven  to  the  Commissioner  that  his  former  opinion  and 
decision  had  been  wrong  and  unjust. — (See  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Wailes,  dated  .Vugust  !^  and  ID,  18-23, 
and  February,  *1S24,  all  which  1  had  occasion  to  refer  to  as  authority  for  withholding  the  money.) 

"-Date  not  given  iu  tlie  copy  from  General  Land  Otiice. 
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\Vils..n  on  that  occasion  remarked  tl.at  he  contemplated  resigning-  tliC  oflicc  of  pnucipal  depnty  at 
the  end  of  the  vear,  and  entering  into  copartnership  in  the  e.liting  of  a  newspaper  in  New  Orleans,  wicn 
be  intende.1  to -expose  the  nnjust  ...nduct  of  tiie  Secretary  and  Commissioner  ni  causing  Lis-as  he  called 
tie,„_'-i„st  denlands  "  to  he  withheld,  at  tiie  same  time  intimating  thafif  I  was  not  very  prompt  in 
settlin-  his  accounts,  lie  .shoul.l  notice  me  al.so  in  his  contemplated  capacity  of  a  newspaper  editor.  As 
this  was  not  the  lirst  time  he  had  thrown  out  similar  hints,  I  took  oft"  my  spectacles,  and  layn.g  them 
down  informed  iiini-with.  I  suppose,  some  appearance  of  sternness-that  if  he  again  repeated  his  threat, 
he  mi'--ht  ■••o  elsewhere  to  obtain  a  .settlement  of  his  accounts,  as  it  was  not  incumbent  on  me  to  submit 
to  be  dra-7.oned  into  a  duty,  wlu^ther  real  or  supposed.  The  creature  recollecting  sonie  distorted  account 
iriv..n  him  of  me  I  .iresume  l>y  Itollins,  and  being,  T  believe,  a  great  poltroon,  he  exhibited  syinptoms  of 
ah.r.n   appreiu-nding,  no  .loiibt",  gat  1  was  going  to  chastise  his  insolence  upon  the  spot.     It  this  siinplo 

occurr.-nL-e,  which  has  1 n  heiFlairly  stated,  did  not  give  rise  to  Kipley  s  charges,  numbered  9,  10,  11, 

13,  and  l.^'l  am  altogether  unable  to  conjecture  what  did.  ,    a        .  f    .i       n^ 

The  char"-e  tinis  raised  l)V  AVilson  against  the  Commissioner  and  Secretary  of  the  Ireasury, 
f, .uiided  upon  The  letters  of  the  Commissioner  to  Mr.  Wailes,  referred  to  in  a  preceding  page  of  this  letter, 
and  afterwards  exhibited  as  charge  11  against  me,  must  be  viewed  as  a  most  serious  one,  especially  when 
i't  is  considered  tliat  thev  were  decisions  solemnly  made  under  oaths  of  office.  In  withholding  tlie  money 
(I  ijelieve  it  wouhl  be  very  diflicult  to  compel  a  deputy  surveyor  to  refund  money,)  I  only  obeyed  orders. 
But  who  are  so  high,  so  great,  or  so  good,  as  to  be  safe  against  the  slanders  of  such  men  as  Eleazer  W. 
Kipley  and  John  Wilson? 

This  hopeful  pair  charge  mc  with  perjury  and  some  other  indictable  oftences.  It  might  be  a  sufli- 
cient  answer  to  those  charges  to  inquire  if  tlie  authors  of  them  were  restrained  by  friend^ltijJ  from  insti- 
tutiii"-  criminal  prosecutions  against  mc  when  I  was  in  New  Orleans  during  moist  of  the  luontli  of 
February  ls2o.  But  this  charge  being  a  serious  one,  I  will  observe  that  the  district  attorney  at  New 
Orleans,'  when  in  possession  of  every  fact  relating  to  tlic  case  of  Wilson's  witiiholding  the  public  property, 
drew  up,  at  the  foot  of  the  petition  upon  which  Wilson  was  hold  to  bail,  such  an  affidavit  as  he  must 
have  tiioi'ight  I  ought  to  take.  He  was  acting  on  his  oath  of  office;  was  said  to  be  a  religious  man,  and 
could  have  ikj  motive  for  misleading  ine  into  tlie  error  of  taking  a  false  oath.  The  case  of  thus  holding  an 
individual  to  bail  in  order  to  wrest  from  him  property  not  his  own  was  not  a  singular  one  in  Louisiana. 
A  case  took  place  in  a  State  court  in  New  Orleans,  in  the  winter  of  1818-19,  of  the  agent  of  a  steamboat 
(the  Tamerlane)  against  the  captain,  who  refused  to  be  superseded  by  another.  The  captain  being  held 
to  bail,  was  actually  committed  to  jail,  and  the  ]iroperty  was  afterwards  seijiiestered.  The  consequence 
was,  a  suit  by  the  captain  against  Mr.  Story,  the  ]ilaintitr  in  tlie  first  suit,  for  damages.  False  imprison- 
ment was  perhaps  charged,  luit  the  captain  undertook  to  support  that  charge,  I  believe,  upon  the  nature 
of  the  compact  between  himself,  as  master  and  part  owner,  and  the  other  owners  of  the  steamboat,  and 
perhaps  upon  wages  due,  which  gave  him  a  right  to  keep  possession.  I  heard  the  case  ably  argued. 
Duncan  and  Hawkins  for  ]daiiitifJ',  and  Livingston  and  Morse  for  Stoiy,  defendant.  The  case  involved  so 
many  knotty  points  that  the  jury  were  kept  out  for  some  time,  and  left  the  court,  after  which  I  never 
heard  what  was  the  verdict.  Malicious  or  false  swearing  formed  no  part  of  the  charge  against  Mr.  Story, 
who  is  as  honorable  a  merchant,  and,  I  believe,  as  much  respected,  as  any  other  in  New  Orleans. — (See 
my  notes  on  the  accompanying  letters,  numbered  22  and  42.) 

Wilson  and  Ripli'y  make  charges  against  ine  for  writing  to  deputy  surveyors  who  were  acting  under 
him,  without  letting  the  letters  pass  through  his  hands,  and  for  forbidding  Jam  (Wilson)  to  write  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Those  charges,  false  as  they 
are,  will  be  found,  when  compared  together,  to  be  also  in  the  highest  degree  absurd.  In  the  course  of 
Wilson's  boastings  of  correspondence  with  diflcrent  members  of  the  government,  and  of  holding  his 
appointment  from  the  government  as  principal  deputy  surveyor,  independent  of  this  office,  I  suggested  to 
him  the  idea  that  it  must  be  extremely  harassing  to  the  heads  of  departments  to  be  called  upon  by 
deputy  surveyors  and  chain-bearers  for  instructions  in  the  course  of  their  duty;  and  I  appealed  to  him  as 
a  "man  of  war,"  or  as  a  militaiy  man,  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Secretary  of  War  issuing  their  orders  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army.  I  was 
in  hopes  to  have  checked,  bj'  this  mode  of  turning  his  conduct  into  ridicule,  an  impropriety  that  must 
have  been  extremely  troublesome  and  offensive  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  which,  I  supposed, 
might  have  been  the  cau.se  in  part  of  the  hint  I  had  received  from  the  Commissioner,  soon  after  I  came 
into  office,  to  dismiss  Wilson. 

"Whether  I  have  written  too  much  or  too  little,  I  am  perfectly  disgusted  witii  writing,  and  shall  con- 
clude by  referring  you  to  a  careful  perusal  of  the  enclosed  correspondence,  together  with  the  notes  on  the 
backs  of  the  letters,  and  by  a  request  that,  if  more  be  necessary  to  be  said  on  any  point,  I  may  be 
advised  of  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  DAVIS. 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington  Cltij. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  in  the  foregoing  letter  to  notice  the  assertion  of  my  having  made  my  acquain- 
taiice  with  Fletcher  in  the  calaboose  or  jail,  where  he  was  confined  for  some  criminal  offence,  and  where 
it  is  understood  that  I  was  also  confined.  As  Eijiley,  who,  without  doubt,  drew  up  those  charges,  is  a 
practitioner  in  the  courts  in  New  Orleans,  he  must  know  that  his  statement  respecting  Fletcher's  being 
confined  on  some  criminal  charge  is  utterly  false.  Ripley  well  knows,  and  therefore  Wilson  might  and 
does  also  know,  that  assertion  to  be  utterly  false.  The  lie  was  only  invented  to  reflect  upon  my  character 
for  making  an  acquaintance  with  a  person  while  confined  in  jail  under  a  criminal  charge.  I  have  no  kind 
of  disposition  to  defend  Fletcher's  character.  His  ofl'ence  was,  however,  that  of  being  in  debt.  On  a 
short  acquaintance  he  appeared  to  mc,  as  a  man  of  education  and  talents  in  distress,  to  be  an  object  of 
compassion.  But  mankind  are  not,  nor  am  1,  in  the  habit  of  making  bosom  friends  and  intimate  associates 
of  all  persons  who  are  capalile  of  exciting  our  compassion.  Wilson,  as  I  have  saiil  in  my  notes  on  the 
accompanying  papers,  had  made  application  to  me  for  more  deputies,  without  mentioning  Bringier. — (See 
htter  Xo.  l.t  1  could  |)revail  on  no  old  hand  to  work  under  him;  and  believing  Fletcher  to  be  tolerably 
well  ,|u;dilicd,  1  was  bound,  by  my  official  situation,  to  give  him  the  appointment.  It  was  a  transaction 
which  resulted  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  from  which  all  ideas  or  feelings  of  friendship  were  excluded. 
lhc;^a|.poiutments  of  Fletcher  and  Grinage  were  made  before  Bringier  was  mentioned  to  me. — (See  note 
on  No.  II,  accompanying  this.) 
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.My  own  iliflkultips  at  the  time  of  my  first  acquaintance  witli  FIctclicr  resulted  from  a  faithful  ami 
determiiieil  execution  of  my  iluty  to  the  p;overnMiciit  as  an  nllii-cr  of  tlie  rr\riiui',  a  faitlifiil  re|ircseiitation 
of  which  would  occupy  several  .sheets  of  paiicr,  and  in  wliich  I  shnuld  ha\i-  to  intrmluce  myself  as  the 
hero  of  my  own  story.  It  is  sullicieni,  in  iny  opiniun,  \n  say  that  at  thai  time,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances to  which  I  have  alluded,  of  my  liecomin;;'  ac(|Uainted  with  Fletrlur,  (in  the  winter  <if  ISlS  Ml),) 
I  was  an  oilicer  of  tiie  custnUis,  in  which  capacity  1  continued  uj)  to  the  time  of  my  appuintmrni  id  tliis 
ollice.  I  think  that  during-  the  time  1  was  attaclied  to  the  custom-house  both  the  collectnr,  na\al  wllicer, 
and  surveyor,  sutfered  coniincment  merely  for  doing-  their  duty. 

It  may  not  bo  amiss  to  observe  that  the  laws  nf  Luuisiana  make,  perhaps,  at  the  discretidii  nf  tiie 
jtidg-o,  imjjrisonnieut  a  part  of  the  juinishment  under  cnuviction  of  olfences  i_if  eveiy  d<(seriptiiin,  however 
trivial,  such  as  assaults  with  or  without  liattery,  liliels  of  the  lowest  grade,  &c.,  &c.,  and  tliat  truth, 
ticcor.ding  to  the  English  common  law,  is  there,  inider  the  usual  circumstances,  a  libel. 

G.  DAVIS. 


Gexer.u,  Lan'd  Office,  March  15,  1820. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  letter,  together  with  the  accompanying-  documents,  received  a  few  days  ago  from  Mi-. 
Pavis,  in  relation  to  the  charges  brought  against  him  by  l]is  late  jirincipal  deputy  surveyor. 

It  ajipears  from  these  jni]iers  that  the  suit  instituted  by  Mr.  Davis  against  Mr.  Wilson  at  New 
Orleans  is  still  pending,  as  well  as  that  brought  by  Wilson  against  him.  I  had  been  under  the  imiiression 
that  these  suits  had  been  dismissed,  and  have  written  to  day  to  Mr.  Davis  to  inquiri.'  the  reason  of  keeping 
I  in  the  docket  that  against  Mr.  AVilson.  I  enclose  the  letters  of  Mr.  Davis  relative  to  the  dismissal  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  measures  taken  to  recover  the  public  documents  from  him. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

lion.  Pv.  lli-sn. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Wilson  in  relation  to  the  delay  in  surveying-  the  lands  of  (icneral  Lafayette  -was, 
I  think,  satisfactorily  explained  by  him. 

Note. — This  letter  was  in  the  possession  of  !Mr.  Wilson  from  the  lOtli  of  May  until  he  was  compelled 
to  surrender  it  and  other  papers  to  the  committee  on  Friday  nuirning-,  23d  of  Februarj-. 


On  the  9th  charge,  Mr.  Graham  rcfmred  to  the  following-  letters  and  extracts: 

Surveyor's  Office,  Watthingtan,  llitis.,  January  3,  1824. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  an  original  letter,  recently  received  from  Mr.  Wilson,  dated  the  22d  ultimo,  and 
the  copj-  of  a  tetter  from  Mr.  William  S.  Lyman,  dated  the  24tii  ultitno.  The  original  of  the  first  is  sent 
in  consequence  of  the  superscrifition  on  the  back,  which,  I  iiresume,  does  not  deserve  any  comment. 

I  should  not  say  anything  of  Mr.  Lyman,  but  that  1  understand  lie  is  assailed,  or  is  likely  to  he 
assailed,  in  a  letter  to  you  from  ilr.  Wilson;  on  which  account  I  shall  merely  observe  tlnit,  idthough  I 
have  never  in  mj'  life  spoken  to  Mr.  Lj-man  otherwise  than  by  letter,  I  know,  from  intlirmation,  that  there 
is  not  in  Louisiana  a  man  of  fairer  character  than  he.  The  character  of  dissipation  iminited  to  him,  as  I 
am  informed,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  is,  I  can  assure  you,  without  the  shadow  of  foundation;  and  it  can  <inly  be 
intended  by  Mr.  Wilson,  as  a  turning-  of  the  tables  upon  Mr.  Lyman. 

As  to  the  improper  conduct  imputed,  as  I  understand,  to  Mr.  Harper  by  ilr.  Wilson,  I  can  oidy  say 
that  I  knotc  nothing  of  it,  and  Imt  little  of  Mr.  Harper  himself;  but  of  this  more,  perhaps,  hereafter. 

Mr.  Wilson  appears,  and  you  must  have  had  occasion  to  perceive  it  heretofore,  to  have  been  laboring 
under  misconceptions  with  regard  to  the  laws  by  which  his  oftice  was  created,  and  some  of  the  duties  of 
it  imposed.  He  has  thought  proper  to  seize  upon  the  act  of  April  28,  1806,  pages  508  and  509  of  Inger- 
soll's  Digest,  which  has  no  relation  to  the  subject. 

I  enclose  j'ou  a  statement  made  by  a  deputy  surveyor  just  iii.iw  from  Donaldsonville,  who  was  present 
when  my  letter  to  Mr.  Wilson  was  lu-escnted  to  him  by  Mr.  Lyman,  which  puts  the  infatuation  (if  Mr. 
AVilson  as  regards  the  withholding  of  the  plats  of  surveys  beyond  question.     Being  much  occupied  in 
examining-  !Mr.  Lawson's  accounts,  I  have  but  a  moment  to  spare  for  writing. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  DAVIS. 

George  Graham,  Esq.,  Commi^'^loner  Gcnrral  Land  Office,  Wa.-'Jtinglon  C'dij. 

P.  S. — AVlien  about  to  pay  Mr.  Wilson  the  money  due  to  himself  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  in  October,  I  inipiircd 
for  the  plats  of  surveys,  and  he  showed  and  left  with  me  a  co\^y  of  your  letter  to  him  of  October  12,  1823; 
and,  having  no  doubt  of  your  orders  having  been  complied  with,  I  forgot  to  get  his  certificates  to 
that  effect  at  that  time,  and  have  been  unable  to  obtain  them  since.  On  this  suliject,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Turner's  statement. 

G.  D. 


DoxALDsnxviLi.E,  December  24,  1824. 
Dear  Sir:  On  Saturday  last  T  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  enclosing  my  commission  as 
1  principal  deputy  surveyor.'  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  Monday  morning,  and  presented  a  letter  to  Mr. 
AVilson,  requiring  him  to  deliver  over  to  me  all  the  books,  papers,  &c.,  &c.,  in  his  possession,  as  late 
principal  deputy  surveyor.  After  reading  it,  and  iiouring  forth  a  torrent  of  abuse,  which  he  aiipears  well 
qualified  to  exhibit,  liut  would  not  become  me  to  repeat,  he  refused  to  comply  with  the  instructions  of 
the  letter,,  and  said  he  must  have  time  to  consider  whether  he  would  deliver  up  the  papers,  &c.  Yester- 
day, on  hearing  that  he  was  going  to  New  Orleans,  I  went  with  a  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Dewey,  as  a  witness 
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of  the  dnnand  which  I  n>adc  for  the  documents  above  alluded  to,  which  he  positively  refused  to  deliver  in 
the  piesence  of  Mr.  Dewey.  Afterwards,  1  called  f..r  h-al  advice  on  C.  D.  Uhite,  esq.,  who  informed  me 
thit  he  knew  of  no  process  in  the  State  court  wliereby  I  could  enforce  the  delivery  of  the  property 
beh>n..-iMK-  to  government,  and  that,  if  there  was  any  statute  in  reluti.m  to  the  subject,  it  was  vested  in 
the  cfurts  of  the  United  .States.  I  could  do  no  more.  In  all  my  interviews  with  Mr  ^\  lison,  my  feelings 
have  been  extremely  wounded  in  listening-  to  the  most  uncharitable,  untrue,  and  insulting  epitliets  heaped 
on  you  and  Mr.  Harper;  but,  through  the  whole  time,  I  have  not  said  anything  to  produce  a  quarrel,  or 
authorize  the  treatment  he  extends  to  me.  . 

Mr  Harper  anticipated  the  result,  and  cautioned  me  to  write  you  immediately,  and  that,  no  doubt, 
vou  would  come  to  Donaldsonville,  which  I  most  sincerely  wish  you  would;  tor,  as  you  mentioned  that 
mv  salary  will  only  commence  from  the  time  I  take  possession  of  the  office,  and  as  I  expended  all  my 
funds  in  the  outfit,"  it  renders  my  situation  extremely  embarrassing  as  well  as  expensive.  Mr.  Wilson 
will  go  to  New  Orleans  tu-morrow,  and  no  one  can  tell  when  he  will  return.  .        ,  ,      ,, 

1  have  executed  as  far  as  in  my  power,  the  instructions  you  gave  me.  The  bond  was  signed  by  Mr. 
Harper  and  Mr.  Joim  Nicholson,  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  sureties  certified  by  the  United  States  district 
attorney  The  bond  is  now  in  my  possession;  and,  believing  you  will  come  to  this  place,  I  do  not  forward 
it  at  this  time.  On  the  morning  of  my  departure  from  New  Orleans,  I  called  at  your  house,  and  Mrs. 
Davis  showed  me  that  part  of  the  letter  which  related  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Wilson.  I  was  extremely  sorry 
to  find  your  son  unwell;  .Mrs.  Davis  said  he  had  caught  cold,  which  produced  a  fever,  but,  having  taken 
medicine,  was  in  hopes  he  would  soon  recover. 

The  plats,  together  with  the  check  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Bonnet,  I  understood  had  been  transmitted  to 
you  by  your  son.  ''As  respects  the  tri|)licate  receipts  you  called  for  of  Mr.  Wilson,  he  refuses  to  have  any- 
tliin"-"t(i  do  with  them;  and  I  hope,  in  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  you  will  come  to  Donaldsonville. 

'\\r.  Turner  left  this  a  few  hours  since,  in  the  steamboat  Kambler,  for  St.  Francisville,  I  believe. 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  this  hastily  written  and  unconnected  epistle,  as  I  have  to  write  partly  on  abed, 
with  a  poor  pen,  and  disturbed  almost  every  minute. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  remain,  sir,  your  sincere  friend, 

WM.   S.  LYMAN. 

Geokge  D.wis,  Esq. 

[I  answered  Mr.  Lyman  immediately,  telling  him  that  his  salary  should  have  commenced  on  the 
23d  of  December,  and  making  him  a  small  remittance.  An  entire  copy  is  given  above,  as  preferable 
to  an  extract. 

G.  DAVIS.] 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   G.  Davis    to  the   Commist'ioner  of  the   General  Land  Office,  dated   Washington, 

31ississippi,  January  21,  1825. 

"  Previous!}'  to  writing  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which  1  intimated  an  intention  of  resigning, 
I  had  received  information  from  Mr.  W.  S.  Lj'man  that  at  an  interview  between  Mr.  Wilson  and  himself  at 
the  office  of  the  district  attorney  in  New  Orleans  Mr.  Wilson  had  promised  that,  on  his  return  to 
Donaldsonville,  where  he  expected  to  be  on  the  12th  instant,  he  would  give  up  the  public  documents,  &c., 
of  his  late  office  of  principal  deputy  surveyor,  which,  as  heretofore  communicated  to  you,  he  had  at  first 
refused  to  do.  Since  then  I  have  been  informed,  through  another  channel,  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  still  in  New 
Orleans  on  the  day  upon  which  he  had  promised  to  put  his  successor  in  possession  of  his  late  office." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from    G.   Davis  to  the    Covtmissioner  of  the  General  Land   Office,  dated  New  Orleans, 

February  5,  1825. 

"Agreeably  to  the  intimation  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  left  my  office  at  Washington 
on  the  2d,  and  arrived  at  Donaldsonville  about  12  o'clock  in  the  night  of  the  3d  instant.  Finding,  in 
the  morning,  that  Mr.  AVilson  had  not  returned  to  that  village,  and  that  the  public  property  of  his  late 
office  still  remained  locked  up,  I  embarked  on  board  the  first  steamboat  that  passed,  and  leaving 
Donaldsonville  about  one  o'clock  yesterday,  I  arrived  at  my  home  here  at  four  o'clock  this  morning. 

"As  soon  as  the  public  offices  were  open  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Smith,  the  district  attorney, 
requesting  his  aid  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  public  property  withheld  by  Mr.  Wilson. 

"  The  adventures  of  this  extraordinary  man  have  been  communicated  to  me  up  to  about  sunset  this 
afternoon,  at  which  time,  however,  I  may  be  grieved  to  write,  or  you  to  read,  the  account,  he  was  seen, 
in  company  with  one  of  the  marshal's  officers,  hastening  with  a  quick  pace  down  Chartres  street 


.  towards  'that  bourne 


Whencu  no'  fiunest  man  'returns:' 
because,  according  to  Mr.  Wilson's  own  system  of  ethics,  a  man  becomes  contaminated  by  being  confined 
within  the  walls  of  a  jail,  even  though  such  a  state  of  degradation  should  have  been  the  consequence  of 
a  faithful,  a  zealous,  discharge  of  a  public  duty,  as  sometimes  happens. 

"  It  had  lieen  at  first  intended  to  have  commenced  with  the  process  of  sequestration,  in  order  to  wrest 
the  jmlilic  property  from  Mr.  Wilson  in  that  way;  but  after  the  arrival  of  the  mail  of  to-day,  it  was 
ascertained  that  Mr.  W.,  who  might   have  been  apprised  of  my  movements  by  letter  from  one  of  ray  late 

^as 
be 


fe 

.      .,. , ^ ,,.__, ,  __-'s 

■or,   were  Mr.   W.   to  obtain  his  liberty,   and  get  ahead  of  that  ofUcer,   it  might  be  reasonably 
apprehended  that  a  very  bad  account  would  "be  rendered  of  the  records,  maps,  &c.',  belonging  to  the 
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g-iiviTiiiiiciit.     lie   was  oaug'lit,   I  undcrstajid,   on   board   a  slcaniboal    just  as  slie  was  aliont  to  leave  thi; 
levee." 

"P.  S. — Sinrc  writing  the  almx-e,  I  liiid,  uv  Iiunc  rcasiiii  to  believe,  lliat  thr  (rouble  and  ii]i|insit  inn  I 
have  met  with  IVoru  ilessrs.  \\'ilson  and  Kinsinoor  liaxc  Ikm'U  inlbuuu-ecl  in  a  o.nsidcraiili'  deui'iee  bv  an 
individual  whose  turpitude,  as  a  publie  ollieer,  I  found  it  niy  duty  to  expose  some  ten  years  ago;  and  who, 
like  Milton's  devil,  has  been  busily  employed  in  attempts,  having  I'allen  himself,  to  pull  me  down  to  a 
lovel  with  himself.     His  name  ami  character  nniy  be  found  on  the  liles  of  the  Navy  Dt'partnu'nt." 


Extract  of  a  letter froin  G.  Davis  to  the  Cummissioner  of  the  General  Land  flffiee. 

"Xkw  Orleans,  Feliriiarij  17,  1S25. 

"Since  the  date  of  my  last  of  the  lUtli  instant,  a  ver_y  singular  turn  has  been  gi\-en  to  the  legal 
proceedings  between  myself,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  Mr.  John  Wilson.  He,  with  tli<-  assistaiice 
of  General  Ripley  as  his  counsel,  has  [irocured  a  release  of  his  bail;  but  whether  by  an  application  to  the 
judge  of  the  United  States  court,  or  by  the  mere  act  and  on  the  responsibility  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  district 
attorney,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

"  I  had  at  first  understood  it  to  be  the  oiiinion  of  the  judge  that  an  action  upon  the  bond  could  not  be 
sustained,  because  the  bond  itself  was  unauthorized  by  law;  but  on  speaking  to  Mr.  Smith  ui)oi]  tlu; 
subject  myself,  he  stated  that  /«' had  himself  been  doubtful  on  the  subject.  Being  greatl}' disgusted  with 
the  transaction,  I  have  not  yet  pursued  my  inquiries  far  enougli  to  ascertain  whether  the  release  has  been 
the  extra-ellicial  act  of  the  attorney  himself,  or  the  result  of  an  application  to  the  court;  but  I  have  reason 
to  believe  the  former  to  be  the  fact. 

"  The  consequence  has  been  that  an  action  for  false  imprisonment  and  deliunation  has  been  instituted 
ag-ainst  me  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Wilson;  which  is  not  the  less  ve.vatious  for  having,  as  I  assure  j'ou,  no 
foundation  in  truth.  No  person  could  have  been  disposed  to  act  more  cautiously,  or  could  have  been 
less  intluenced  by  personal  feeling  than  myself  in  the  course  of  this  business.  On  my  arrival  here  I 
addressed,  as  heretofore  stated  to  you,  a  note  to  the  district  attorney,  a  C(jpy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed; 
the  bond,  the  existence  of  which  had  been  sometime  previously  made  known  to  him,  was  sent  for  by  Mr. 
Smith.  The  petition,  the  form  in  which  all  suits  are  commenced  here,  was  prepared,  and  the  artiilavit 
endorsed  on  it,  and  the  papers  sent  in  that  state  to  my  house,  without  any  other  connnunications  having- 
taken  place  between  us  than  what  you  will  find  in  my  letter  to  him.  It  was  innnediately  discovered, 
however,  that  there  was  an  omission,  amounting,  I  presume,  to  a  fatal  error  in  the  drawing'  up  of  the 
petition,  which  may  perhaps  have  caused  Mr.  Smith  to  adopt  the  course  he  has  taken.  Over  his  measures 
I  cannot  be  expected  to  have  any  control.  If  an  action  upon  the  official  bond  of  Mr.  Wilson  could  not  be 
sustained,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  commenced  by  Mr.  Smith;  I  asked  advice  of  him,  but  I  certainly 
ofl'ertd  no  suggestion  oi  my  own.* 

"  Wilson,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  double  suit,  sent  his  boarding-house  keeper  with  an 
account  against  the  government  for  $125,  as  salary  for  the  first  quarter  of  tlie  last  year;  whicli,  not  being 
due,  I  retused  to  pay,  but,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  individual,  I  told  him  that,  whenever  Mr.  Wilson 
should  deliver  up  the  public  property  in  his  possession  which  he  was  now  withholding,  there  would 
probablj'  be  due  from  the  government  fifty  or  sixty  dt)llars.  I  was  soon  informed  that  this  individual  was 
a  person  of  bad  character,  from  whom  dang'er,  in  an_y  possible  case,  was  to  be  apprehended.  Accordingly 
I  was  served  the  next  day,  the  11th  instant,  with  the  usual  citation,  copy  of  petition,''  &c. 


New  Orle.ws,  Fehruar)/  b,  1825. 

Sir:  Uaving  been  recently  compelled,  by  an  indispensable  duty,  to  remove  Mr.  John  Wilson  from  his 
office  of  principal  deinity  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  it  has  been  since  represented 
to  me  by  Mr.  William  S.  Lyman,  who  was  appointed  his  successor,  that  !Mr.  Wilson  positively  refused  to 
deliver  up  the  records  and  other  publie  property  apjiertaining  to  his  late  office;  and,  although  it  has  been 
now  nearly  ten  months  since  the  demand  was  made,  yet  the  books,  maps,  and  other  public  documents 
appertaining  to  the  office  are  still  withheld,  which  has  necessarily  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  surveying 
business  in  the  district  lately  under  his  superintendence. 

Knowing  of  no  means  by  which  a  transfer  of  the  property  of  the  office  can  be  obtained  without  an 
appeal  to  the  United  States  ccjurt,  the  object  of  this  communication  is  to  request  that  you  will,  in  your 
official  capacity,  move  the  court  in  behalf  of  tlie  government  for  such  order  or  process  as  shall  be  likely, 
in  the  most  speedy  manner,  to  compel  Mr.  Wilson  to  surrender  the  documents,  &c.,  of  his  late  office  to  his 
successor. 

I  am,  verj-  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  DAVIS, 
^  Siirveijor  if  tlie  Public  Lands  south  cf  the  Stale  of  Tennessee. 

John'  "W.  Smith,  Esq., 

United  States  District  Attorney,  JSlew  Orleans. 


Surveyor's  Okfue,  Wa.'^hinr/ton,  31ississi2yin,  Deeemhcr  14,  1824. 
Sir:   It  has   become   my  duty,  rendered   so  by  circumstances   with   which  you   are   presum(_-d   to  be 
acquainted,  to  revoke  your  commission  as  principal  deputy  surveyor. 

*  When  I  became  apprehensive  that  Wilson's  hail  might,  perhaps,  be  released,  I  sent  a  verbal  request  to  Mr.  Smith  that  the 
release  should  not  take  place  until  the  puljlic  property  withheld  bv  him  should  be  given  up;  but  my  messenger  not  finding 
him  at  his  olKce,  the  release  afterwards  took  place  before  the  message  was  delivered,  as  I  have  been  informed. 
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You  will  be  pkased  therefore,  to  deliver  over  to  your  successor,  Mr.  William  S.  Lyman,  all  the  books, 
papers  instructions  maps,  and  documents  of  every  description  appertaining  to  the  office  of  principal 
deputy' surveyor  for  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana,  taking  duplicate  receipts  tor  the  same,  one  ot 
which"  you  wi'll  be  pleased  to  f.irward  to  this  ottice.  You  are  requested,  also,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Lyman  tho 
check  i  gave  you  about  the  loth  of  October  last,  drawn  to  the  order  ot  Mr.  Auguste  Bonnet,  lor  (jne  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  and  eight  cents,  for  which  you  have  never  furnished  me  with  a  voucher,  unless  you 
shall  have  previously  delivered  it  to  any  person  authorized  to  receive  it  for  me. 

^  "'"'  '■^'^•'  G.  DAVIS. 

•         Jou.v  Wii.so.v,  Escj.,  Late  Frincipal  Deputy  Surveijor,  Donaldsonvilk,  Louisiana. 

Treasurv  Department,  Register's  Office,  February  19,  1827. 

Tho  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  document  on  file  in  this  f)ffic.e. 

JOSEPH  NOUKSE,  Register  of  Treasury  United  States. 


Extract  of  a  Mtcr  from  Georae  Davis  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  New  Orleans, 

Februari/  22,  1825. 

"  I  have  heretofore  said  nothing  more  of  Mr.  Wilson  than  was  found  indispensably  necessary  in  the 
course  of  business.  Your  letter  seems  to  render  it  necessary  that  I  should  prove  to  you  (I  thought  I  had 
already  proved  to  j-ou)  that  he  is  unfit  for  any  office,  if  either  honesty  or  industry  be  a  necessary  qualifi- 
cation for  an  office,  and  that  therefore  1  should  have  been  justitiable  in  removing  him  even  if  it  had  been 
necessary  to  leave  the  oflice  vacant.     This  1  shall  do  in  due  time." 


Ed-tract  of  a  letter  from  George  Davis  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  Washington, 

3Iississij)2Ji,  March  18,  1825. 

"  I  enclose  also,  numbered  3  and  4,  respectively,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Ilarpcr, 
the  register,  while  I  was  in  New  Orleans,  and  his  original  letter  in  reply,  and  I  must  ask  of  you  the  favor 
of  an  attested  copy  or  exemplification  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Wilson  of  October  13,  1823,  as  it  may  be 
required  of  me  to  sIkjw  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  court  and  jury,  not  only  that  he  was  guilty  of  extortion 
in  his  charges  upon  claimants  whose  lands  he  surveyed,  or  caused  to  be  surveyed,  while  principal  deimty 
surveyor,  but  tliat  he  was  equally  unmindful  both  of  your  instructions  and  of  mine,  and  that  he  had 
adopted,  in  all  its  essential  parts,  the  old  Spanish  regime  of  'fleecing  the  natives'" 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  G.  Davis  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  Washington,  3Iississij)pi. 

"  By  letters  received  from  Mr.  Turner  since  the  date  of  my  last  to  you  from  New  Orleans,  of  which  I 
intend  to  transmit  copies  as  soon  as  leisure  shall  permit,  it  appears  that  an  order  which  Mr.  Wilson  gave 
to  Mr.  Smith,  the  district  attorney  at  New  Orleans,  for  tlie  public  property  at  his  late  office,  was  addressed 
to  a  person  who  had  never  been  in  possession  of  them,  while  another  person  held  them  as  a  pledge  for  a 
debt  owed  to  the  latter  by  Mr.  Wilson;  that  a  writ  of  sequestration,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
was  afterwards  obtained,  and  that  the  marshal's  deputy,  after  executing  the  writ,  keeps  possession  of  the 
pulilic  property  until  he  shall  make  return  of  the  writ  in  May  next,  instead  of  delivering  them  u\\  to 
Mr.  Turner." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from   George  Davis  to  tho  Commissioner  of  the   General  Land  Office,  dated  Washingtan, 

llississippi.  May  27,  1825. 

"Lest  Mr.  Wilson  should  attempt  to  have  his  accounts  settled  at  the  city  of  Washington,  without  a 
reference  to  this  oflice,  1  will  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ascertained  that 
some  of  the  examining  and  recording  accounts  approved  by  Mr.  Wailes,  paid  by  myself,  and  rendered  in 
my  account  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  last  year,  were  false,  the  recording  not  having  been  done.  I  shall, 
when  inore  at  leisure,  transmit,  for  your  information,  extracts  from  the  letters  on  the  subject  received  not 
long  since  from  Mr.  Turner,  the  present  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the  southeastern  district  of  Louisiana." 


New  Orleans,  July  10,  182G. 

Sir:  On  receiving  your  letters  of  the  12tli  ultimo,  it  appeared  tome  very  desirable  that  I  should  have 
a  personal  interview  with  Mr.  James  1*.  Turner  previous  to  his  setting  out  for  Mobile,  and  I  had  intended 
to  travel  to  his  office,  a  distance  of  about  a  hundred  miles  from  Washington  by  land,  but  was  prevented 
partly  by  the  excessive  heat  of  the  weather,  and  partly  by  the  accident  of  my  carriage-horse  becoming- 
lame  at  the  very  time  I  was  about  to  set  out.  As  Mr.  Turner  would,  very  probably,  have  to  come  to  this 
place  to  obtain  a  passage  for  Mobile,  I  notified  him  of  my  desire  to  see  him,  and  of  my  intention  to  be 
here  between  the  15th  and  20th  in.stant;  I  arrived  two  or  three  days  earlier  than  was  iit  first  expected, 
and  Mr.  Turner  is  now  hourly  looked  for. 

Mr.  Jcjlm  C.  Turner,  the  principal  deputy  of  the  southeast  district,  came  with  me  from  Donaldsonville 
to  this  place;  has  received  his  books,  stationery,  and  a  case  of  instruments,  the  cost  of  which  amounted 
to  ^00    lu,  and  has  left  this  on  his  return  to  his  office  to-day.   • 
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'Since  my  arrival  liorc  1  iiavr  IcaniiMl  tliat  the  suit  CDiiiiiiciiccil  a;;-ains1  me  in  tlir  name  of  .Tulin  Wilson, 
in  February,  1S25,  in  conseqiiem-c  nl'his  removal  froni  ollice,  was  tlismissi'd  al  llic  laic  tcini  of  the  liiiteil 
States  court.  This  was  foreseen;  lail  liad  I  neji^lerteil  to  employ  eounscl,  juil^i'ment  woiiM  have  i^'-oik; 
against  nic  b_y  th'fault;  and  as  tlu;  damages  were,  withoul  any  oath,  ol'  course,  laid,  as  well  as  1  now 
recollect,  at  $2,000,  a  lair  pretext  was  thus  afl'ordc<l  to  the  iirol'ession  of  tin'  l:iw  to  refusi'  taking  it  in  hand 
without  a  large  fe(",  which  was,  no  ihuilit,  the  only  motive  for  instituting-  that  fictitious  suit. 
I  am,  with  ihie  rcsiiect,  sir,  your  ohedient  servant, 

Ci.  DAVIS,  Surr<'i/or,  d'c. 
Geoiil:e  (JK.uiAM,  Esij,,   ]]'a>:!tinijli>ii  (Jitij. 


Viv.w.ww.  L.iNi)  OiFici-,  Augud  10,  182f). 

Sh!:  Your  letter,  dated  at  New^  Orleans,  advising  the  dismissal  of  the  suit  brought  against  you  by 
J[r.  Wilson,  has  been  received,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  suit  instituted  by  you  against  Wilson  has  also 
been  dismissed.  Your  ju'evious  letter,  in  re|ily  to  the  charges  made  by  Wilson,  had  been  put  in  his  hands, 
and  it  was  presumed  that  he  would  make  a  rejoinder.  He  has  not,  however,  yet  done  so,  but  has  niad(! 
frequent  applications  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  which  he  claims  as  due  to  him.  lie  has  been  iiiformed 
that  his  account  cannot  be  settled  by  the  accounting  officers  until  it  has  been  submitted  to  you  for 
adjustment;  this  he  has  declined  to  d(>,  though  I  think  it  probable  some  balance  may  bo  due  to  him. 
Very  respectfullv,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

GEOUfiE  GRAHAM. 

George  D-ivis,  E.sq.,  Surveyor  General,  Wa^hinglon,  Mississippi. » 

A  true  copy  from  the  record. 

J.  M.  MOORE,  Chief  Clerk. 


On  the  tenth  charge  Mr.  Graham  referred  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  the  following  extracts 
of  letters  of  CJ.  Davis,  of  October  24,  1S24,  and  November  24,  1824,  in  reply  to  the  charge  of  misrepre- 
sentation as  to  the  date  of  the  dismissal  of  S.  Dinsmoor;  and  in  re|)ly  to  the  other  branch  of  this  charge 
Mr.  Graham  referred  to  testimony  of  S.  I).  King,  and  to  the  following  correspondence: 

Extrael  of  a  letter  from   George  Davis  to  the  Commissioner  of  the   General  Land  Ojfiee,   dated    Washington, 

llississipjin,  October  24,  1824. 

"  I  find  that  I  must  visit  St.  Helena  in  the  course  of  a  few-,  say  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  shall,  perhaps, 
visit  General  Morgan.     Would  his  appointment  be  approved  ?     I  most  respectfully  ask." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  George  Davis  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  Washington, 

3Ii.'isissi2y})i,  November  24,  1824. 

"  I  have  not  been  able  to  leave  this  office  as  intended  at  the  date  of  nn^  last  visit  to  St.  Helena. 
General  David  B.  Morgan  has  lately  visited  me.  Please  to  authorize  his  appointment  as  successor  to 
Silas  Dinsmoor,  who,  I  am  assured,  intends  to  resign  when  ordered  to  comply  with  the  law  which  directs 
the  location  of  his  office  in  the  district  of  St.  Helena.  General  Morgan  resides  near  Madisonville,  in  the 
district  of  St.  Helena,  which,  on  manj'  accounts,  is  an  eligible  position  fiir  the  ofKce.  I  state  to  you  now, 
and  W'ill  demonstrate  it  hereafter  if  I  have  not  already  done  it,  that  I  cannot  nor  ought  not  to  be  held 
responsible  for  the  correctly  conducting  of  the  surveying  business  in  his  districts  while  lie  has  the  super- 
intendence of  it.  He  has  no  bond  in  this  office  that  I  can  find,  and  I  am  therefore  afraid  to  pay  accounts 
approved  by  him  while  the  plats  and  field  notes  are  witlilield  from  this  office,  let  the  cause  for  their 
detention  be  what  it  may.  Whatever  remaining  accounts  he  may  have  of  his  own,  I  certainly  shall  not 
pay  them  without  a  bond,  or  a  special  order  from  you.     Why  is  not  this  fixed  by  law?" 

Gexer.\l  L.iXD  Office,  December  20,  1824. 
Sir:  The  act  of  Marcli  3,  1819,  reiiuiring  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  appro%'e  of 
the  appointment  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  authorized  by  that  act,  I  enclose  a  letter  from  George 
Davis,  Esq.,  advising  of  the  appointment  of  General  Mi)rgan  to  that  office,  and  requesting  the  approval 
of  the  President. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  WlLLUM    II.   ClMWFORD. 

surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  Slississijijn,  November  22,  1824. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  the  co|>y  of  a  notice  to  land  claimants  and  deputy  surveyors 
recently  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  publication.  The  necessity  of  the  notice  to  land  claimants,  as  well  as 
in  part  to  deputy  surveyors,  has  lieeu  produced  by  what  I  have  understood  to  be  a  fact,  that  persons 
holding  or  pretending  to  hold  old  appointments  from  this  office  have  been  in  the  practice  of  surveying- 
land,  furnishing  plats,  and  charging  surve_ying  expenses  without  any  legal  authority,  and  without  any 
intention  of  ever  making  returns  of  their  work  to  tlie  proper  offices.  The  obstructions  which  such 
practices  must  necessarily  throw  in  the  way  of  legally  authorized  surveyors  when  afterwards  attempting 
to  survey  the  same  lands  must  be  self-evident. 

The  notice  is  intended  to  apply  to  principal  deinity  surveyors  also,  which  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  insufficiency  of  some  of  their  bonds  on  file  in  this  office. 

Your  estimate  for  the  year  1825,  so  repeatedly  called  for,  has  not  been  received.    ' 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  G.  DAVIS. 

SiL.iS  Dinsmoor,  Esq.,  Principal  Deputy  Surveyor,  Blobile. 
VOL.  IV 120  c 
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p  s  _Your  bond  in  which  Mr.  Stone  only  is  joined  with  you,  i.s  deemed  insiinicient.  IIis  township 
niins  are  all  returned  from  the  General  Land  Office,  and  will  have  to  be  sent,  at  Mr.  Stone's  expense,  to 
vdur  office  by  .xnress.  Li  the  meanwhile,  if  you  have  the  length  of  the  township  and  sectional  lines 
inarked  upon  them,  respectively,  fn.n.  the  field  notes,  and  the  want  of  coincidence  between  his  township 
and  secti.'ual  parts  on  the  line  of  demarcation  with  those  of  the  work  north  of  that  line,  il  such  should 
exist,  time  will  be  saved  on  the  return  of  the  maps  to  your  office.  G.  D. 

Notice  to  land  <-laima»t>i  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  and  to  deinity  surveyors. 

L-iiid  claimants  are  herebv  notified,  and  respectfully  requested,  not  to  pay  deputy  surveyors  for  any 
surveys  m-ide  after  the  i.reseirt  date,  unless  a  certificate  that  the  survey  upon  which  fees  may  be  demanded 
Ins  been  returned  to  the  proper  office  and  approved  shall  be  produced;  winch  certificate  must  bo  signed 
either  by  the  principal  deputtj  i<unr>jor  in  ichose  dii<trict  the  land  may  be  situated,  or  by  the  undersigned.  To 
the  certificate  should  also  be  added  a  receipt,  signed  by  the  deputy  who  may  have  made  the  survey,  for 

the  amount  of  fees  paid  to  him.  _  .    .         .    r         ^  •  i      .      r  ^i  ■      ra  i 

Deputy  surveyors  holding  commissions  or  appointments  from/o)-H!er  incumbents  ot  this  ofhce  are  afso 
respectfully  notified  that  their  said  commissions  or  appointments  will  cease  and  determine  January  1, 
1825  Such  of  them  us  may  desire  reappointments  will  please  to  apply  for  them  at  this  office,  provided 
with  the  necessary  recommendations  and  securities.  This  last  measure  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  a 
variety  of  caiiscs,'aiid  among  others  by  the  circumstance  of  there  having  been  no  regular  register  hereto- 
fore kept  in'the  o'fficc  l>y  wliich  the  number  and  names  of  deputy  surveyors  holding  appointments  from  it 
can  now  be  known.        "  G.  DAVIS,  Surveyor,  &c. 

ScRVEVoii's  Office,  Washington,  IHsiiissippi,  November  20,  1824. 

Extract  of  a  liter  addressed  by  Georgi*  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  Court-house,  Louisiana,  dated  August  13,  1823. 

"  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  Briggs  relative  to  surveying  the 
private  claims  in  Mississippi.  This  relates  principally  to  the  mode  of  sectioning  the  claims  as  connected 
with  the  township;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  with  a  copy  of  it,  and 
also  submit  this  letter  to  him  for  perusal." 

A  correct  copy  from  the  record.  J.  M.  MOORE,  Chief  Clerk. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  George  Graham,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  L.  Wailes,  surveyor 
general,  Washington,  llississijijyi,  dated  August  19,  1825. 

"Having  received  from  the  register  and  receiver  at  St.  Helena  several  applications  relative  to  the 
execution  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  and  that  supplemental  thereto  dated  May  8,  1822,  for  adjusting 
the  land  claims  in  the  district  east  of  New  Orleans,  and  finding  that  no  general  instructions  had  been 
given  from  this  office  relative  to  the  construction  of  these  acts,  or  as  to  the  manner  of  locating  and  sur- 
veying the  claims  confirmed  bj'  them,  I  have  written  to  these  officers  fully  on  the  subject;  and  as  it  is 
particularly  to  be  wished  that  the  manner  of  surveying  all  the  private  claims  should  be  uniform  throughout 
your  district,  I  have  forwarded  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  those  officers,  in  order  that  j'ou  may  give  such 
instructions  to  the  })rincipal  deputy  survej'ors  within  your  district  as  you  may,  from  a  full  view  of  the 
subject,  deem  proper  and   necessary  to  obtain  that  uniformity. 

"  I  give  you  no  positive  instructions  on  the  subject,  because  I  presume  that  the  surveying- has  generally 
been  executed  in  conformity  to  the  principles  stated  in  my  letter,  and,  in  cases  of  difference,  an  attempt 
to  correct  them  may  possiblj'  defeat  the  object  we  have  in  view,  to  wit:  an  accurate  and  correct  location 
of  the  claims  and  survey  of  the  country,  and  despatch  and  economy  in  the  execution." 

A  correct  copy  from  the  record.  J.  M.  MOORE,  Chief  Clerk. 

General  Laxd  Office,  September  11,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo  has  been  received.  On  August  13,  1823,  I  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  register  and  receiver  at  St.  Helena,  explanatory  of  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims 
to  lands  in  the  district  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  land  officers  at 
Jackson  Cnurt-house,  with  a  request  that  they  would  submit  it  to  you  for  your  information;  but  it  would 
appear  from  your  letter  that  it  has  not  been  seen  by  you,  and  1  now  enclose  an  extract  of  tliat  part 
relating  to  the  manner  in  which  the  surveys  ought  to  be  made,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  when  the 
bounds  of  any  private  claim  corresponding  with  sectional  or  divisional  lines,  it  was  not  intended  to  give  it 
any  other  than  regular  sectional  number,  but  it  must  l)c  colored  on  your  maps  as  a  private  claim. 

^  By  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  May  8,  1822,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  register  and  receiver  to 
decide  between  the  parties  in  all  conflicting  and  interfering  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  it 
is  a  duty  that  must  be  performed  by  them  before  a  patent  will  be  issued  for  any  lot  the  boundaries  of 
which  are  disputed. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Silas  Dixsjmor,  Esq.,  F.  D.  S.,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Note  by  3Ir.  Graham. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  survej'or  general,  Mr.  Wailes,  to  have  furnished  Mr.  Dinsmoor  with  the  instruc- 
tions, but  as  it  was  expected  that  his  duties  would  call  him  to  the  office  of  the  register  and  receiver,  they 
were  requested  to  communicate  to  him  my  letter  of  August  13,  1823. 

Surveyor's  Office,  Washington,  3Ess.,  February  1,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclo.se  herewith  a  list  of  all  the  maps  in  this  office  of  townships  of  land  in  the  districts  east 
ot  tlie  island  of  New  Orleans.     The  field  notes  of  these,  as  well  as  maps  and  field  notes  of  all  the  other 
townships  and  sectional  surveying  done  in  those  districts,  remained  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Dinsmoor,  the 
iate  principal  deputy  surveyor,  who  refuses  to  deliver  them. 
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A  ilopnty  surveyor,  Mr.  Stephen  Roberts,  lately  here  from  the  district  i>f  St.  Ileh-na  for  a  renewal  of 
his  commission,  left  with  me  the  iii  hi  nutes  nf  all  the  ]irivate  elainis,  amounlini;-  to  :'.7.  in  fnni'  low  nslii|is, 
namely,  townshi|is  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  in  ranjj,'e  s  east,  in  lliat  district ;  ancl  if  1  wcic  in  |Misscssiiiri  nf  ihe  maps 
and  field  notes  (pf  the  township  an<l  sectional  lines,  1  shonld  he  alilc  iMinicdialcly  tu  lia\i'  llic  piival(,'  i-hiinLS 
in  them  returned  in  a  proper  stale  for  heini;'  patented.  Even  if  1  weic  in  possessiun  nl'  the  luivriship  maps, 
nothing'  covdd  be  done  with  them  willmnt  flie  jifid  lujtcs,  as  the  distances  on  tlie  luwiisiiiii  and  siMiiumil 
lines  arc  usually  left  blaid\  by  .Mr.  Dinsmoor.  Whether  or  nut  the  witlilmldin;,;-  ot'  tliusc  distances  from 
the  maps  has  bei'ii  a  ]iart  of  the  systematic  [dan  of  independeiic<'  in  wliicli  Mr.  liinsmmir  has  so  stu- 
diously contrived  to  keep  his  otlice,  it  would  be  useless  fur  me  to  incjuirc.  1  think  it  a  ,L;reat  misf(irtun(>, 
however,  to  the  interest  nf  the  surveying-  business,  that  tin'  construction  with  wdiicli  you  liave  funnshed 
me  in  your  letter  of  the  'JOtli  ultimo''^  had  not  liecn  earlier  ailo[ited;  as  it  is,  1  percei\e  no  remedy  williin 
my  reach. 

Since  t'omniencing'  this  letter,  I  am  informed  by  a  friend  in  Natchez  that  he  has,  in  conse(|uence  of  a 
request  made  some  days  since,  engaged  me  a  passage  on  board  a  steandioat  for  Donaldsonville,  which 
leaves  Natchez  to-morrow  morning',  and  which  jnits  me  in  a  liurry.  I  shall  therefon^  enclose  herewith 
the  vouchers  for  money  paid  witlnn  the  pa;it  mouth,  to  Ix-  referred  lo  in  the  account  at  th<'  eiul  of  the 
quarter,  vi/.: 

Charles  M.  Lawson's  accovmt,  voucher  No.  1 ."jil.tXir)  ;V,) 

Charles  M.  Lawson's  account,  voucher  No.  2 l,4:il)  77 

E.  S.  Ludlow's  account,  voucher  No.  3 247  75 

John  B.  Peyton's  account,  voucher  No.  4 500  03 

Making  in  all 3,313   14 

If  to  this  be  added  fifty  dollars,  ])ut  into  liie  hands  of  Mr.  Harper,  to  pay  for  the  surveying 

of  General  Lafayette's  land " "..."!  50  00 

Also  forty  dollars  sometime  since  advanced  to  Deputy  Surveyor  Reid,  for  wliicii  the  proper 

voticher  has  not  yet  been  received 40  00 

And    fifty  dollars    advanced   as  a  salary  to  William  S.  Lyman,  principal   deimty  surveyor  of 

the  southeast  district  of  Louisiana 50  00 

The  aggregati^  becomes 3,453  14 

Add  to  this  my  salary  account  for  the  last  (pnirter 90',)   'J4 

4,3G3   OS 
And  if  from  the  balance  remaining  at  mv  control,  as  exhibited   in  my  general  account,  on 

the  31st  December '. " 25, (.29  33 

The  foreg'oing  amount  Ijc  deducted 4,303  08 

There  will  remain 21,200  25 

There  is  bona  fidf  deposited  in  tlie  bank  at  Natchez $17,087  97 

And  at  the  United  States   Bank  at  New  Orleans 4,298   78 

21.380  75 


At  the  date  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  December  you  reasonably  supposed  T  had  got  through  with 
the  paying  off  denumds  against  the  government,  and  I  have  but  a  moment  to  say  why  your  expectations 
have  not  been  realized. 

Doxey's  demand  of  two  thousand  dollars  has  not  been  called  for.  He  resides  in  tlie  State  of  Alaliama, 
and  has  been  requested,  througli  a  friend  of  ins,  to  call  and  settle  his  account;  but  he  has  not  yet  airived. 

I  have  paid  Lawson  all  for  which  ho  has  rendered  an  account.  He  is  supposed  to  have  still  due 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  dollars;  but  when  here,  in  the  beginning  of  January-,  being'  in  a  hurry  to  attend 
the  State  legislature,  then  in  session,  and  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  could  not  have  waited  for  the 
examination  of  the  wIkjIc  of  his  work,  even  if  there  had  been  no  objections  to  the  complete  licjuidation  of 
his  whole  demand.  But,  considering  money  in  hand  the  best  bond,  I  should  have  withheld  a  part,  even 
had  there  been  no  other  obstacle  in  the  way,  on  account  of  omissions  in  his  work  and  the  very  bad  state 
of  his  field  notes.  Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  have  paid  him  any  part  until  those  omissions  and  tlefects  had 
been  remiived.  If  you  will  take  townships  2,  3,  and  4,  in  ranges  1,  both  east  and  west  of  the  basis  meri- 
dian, in  the  Choctaw  district,  and  place  them  beside  each  other,  y(ju  will  jierceive  that  those  of  the  western 
range  are  deficient  of  the  traverse  of  Pearl  river  in  thos(!  townships;  and  if  you  will  compare  this  omis- 
sion with  the  last  item  in  voucher  No.  2,  now  transmitted,  the  cause  of  detention  will  be  explained. 

The  cause  of  a  temporary  suspension  of  ]iayment  in  the  southwest  district  of  Louisiana  will  be 
explained  in  my  next  letter,  to  be  written  at  the  first  place  at  which  I  shall  make  a  sufficient  stay  in  my 
intended  excursion  to  Louisiana. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfuUv,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  DAVIS. 

George  GR.iH.^Ji,  Esq.,  Commi:<gioncr  General  Land  Office,  Washinglon  C'itij. 

Note. — This  note  shows  the  propriety  of  suspending  all  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  township  ]dats 
returned  by  Mr.  Dinsmoor  and  the  payment  of  the  accounts  of  the  deputy  survej'ors  enqjioycd  l.iy  him, 
until  the  field  notes  could  be  obtained. 

Maps  of  townships  of  land  in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  west  of  the  basis 
meridian,  and  east  of  Pearl  river,  viz: 

Townships  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  range  5,  single. 
Townships    1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  range  0,  single. 
Townships   1,  2,  3,  7,  and  8,  range  7,  single. 
Townships   1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  range  S,  single. 
Townships   1,  2,  3,  and  4,  range  13,  single. 

'•'  Of  the  law  creating  that  office. 
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Townships  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  range  14,  single. 

Townsliips  1,  2,  and  3,  range  15,  single. 

Townships   I,  2,  3,  and  4,  range  K),  single. 

Townsliips  3  and  4,  range  17,  single.  ,    i       ■  ,      i      r  v         n  i  t      f  ii      i      • 

Maps  of  townships  of  land  in  the   districts  east  of  the  island  of  iNew  Orleans,  east  of  the  basis 

meridian,  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  viz: 

Townships  l,t  2,t  and  3,t  range  1,  duplicates. 

Townships  1,  2,  3,t  and  4,  range  2,  duplicates. 

Townsiiijis  1,  3,  and  4,  range  3,  duplicates. 

Townships  5  and  fi,  range  5,  duplicates. 

Townsliips  ."")  and  (!,  range  (1,  duplicates. 

Townships  5  and  (>,  range  1,  duplicates. 

Township  0,  range  8,  duplicates.  ,  w    ,  •      ,        f  ,     j    •     „ 

The  fore"-ning  arc  all  the  township  maps  in  the  surveyors  ollice   at   Washington  ot  lands  in  the 
distrii-ts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

G.  DAVIS. 

ScRVEYous  Office,  Wa^IiiiK/hm,  .V/.s.v(V.«;>'/"'.  February  1,  1825. 


General  Land  Office,  January  16,  1826. 

Sir.:  Your  letter  of  November  23,  covering  a  duplicate  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Peyton,  has  been 
received.  Presuming  that  Mr.  Peyton  has  been  furnished  with  the  original,  and  that  he  will  reply  to  it, 
time  will  be  given  for  that  purpose. 

Yours  of  the  5tli,  Ctli,  and  14th  of  December  have  also  been  received,  and  Mr.  Wailcs'  letter  of 
October  13,  1824,  is  returned. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Doxcy  relative  to  his  accounts.  The  reason  assigned 
is,  no  doubt,  not  the  real  one  for  the  delay  in  paying  the  account.  I  have  advised  him  that  a  copy  of  his 
letter  has  been  sent  to  you,  and  tiiat  the  account  will  be  paid,  without  there  are  good  reasons  for  with- 
holding paj'iiicnt. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr  Gurley,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Gilmore's  account,  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  together  with  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  September,  and  the  extract  from  Mr.  Morgan's  letter 
to  you  of  June  10,  1825;  and  he  lias  directed  me  to  say  to  you  that  payment  should  not  be  withheld  on  an 
account  presented  bj'  a  deputy  for  surveying  executed  and  approved  by  you,  because  there  may  be  ground 
to  suspect  that  surveying  previously  executed  by  such  deputy,  approved  and  paid  for  by  you  or  your 
predecessor,  was  erroneously  executed.  He  therefore  directs  the  account  of  Mr.  Gilmore  to  be  paid,  without 
deduction,  for  surveying  previously,  and  supposed  to  be  erroneously  executed,  unless  you  have  such  official 
information  as  will  enable  you  to  designate  the  particular  errors  that  have  been  committed;  in  which  case 
Mr.  Gilmore  will  be  called  upon  to  correct  them  within  a  limited  time,  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so,  you  will 
then  be  at  liberty  to  detain  such  sum  as  will  cover  the  reasonable  expenses  of  correcting  the  specified 
errors. 

By  "official  information,"  I  mean  the  township  plat  and  field  notes  of  Mr.  Gilmore,  or  those  of  other 
authorized  deputies,  who  have  by  surveying  the  same  or  adjacent  lands  ascertained  the  special  error  of 
Mr.  (iilmore. 

This  decision  of  the  President  has  reference  altogether  to  general  principles,  and  not  to  any  of  the 
liarticiilar  fiicts  in  controvensy  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Gilmore;  should  it  ultimately  appear  that  Mr. 
Gilmore  has  been  paid  for  surveying  grossly  erroneous,  you  will  stand  completely  ^jristified. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Dinsinoor,  jr.,  is  ditlerent  from  that  of  Mr.  Gilmore:  be  demands  payment  for  surveying 
returned  to,  and  approved  by,  a  former  principal  deputy;  you  require  the  field  notes  to  be  produced,  and 
object  to  the  certificate  on  which  such  accounts  are  paid  by  you,  on  account  of  the  omission  of  date.  If 
you  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  surveying  for  which  payment  is  required  to  be  made  has  been 
erroneously  executed,  it  is  your  duty  to  require  the  production  of  the  field  notes,  and  examine  the  work 
previous  to  paj'nient.  But  if,  in  this  instance,  you  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  surveying  charged 
for  in  the  account  presented  by  Mr.  Dinsmoor  has  been  erroneously  executed,  then  the  omission  of  the  date 
to  the  certificate  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  or  the  suspicion  of  errors  in  surveying  previously 
executed  by  Mr.  Dinsmoor,  and  for  which  he  has  been  paid,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  sufficient  reasons 
for  withholding  the  payment. 

An  extract  of  your  letter,  assigning  the  reasons  for  the  non-payment  of  Mr.  Washington's  account, 
has  been  forwarded  to  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

George  Davis,  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  Washington,  Mississipjn. 

Note. — This  letter  accounts  for  the  non-payment  by  Mr.  Davis  of  the  accounts  of  those  deputy  surveyors 
who  executed  work  under  the  directions  of  Mr.  Silas  Dinsmoor,  sr.,  the  field  notes  of  which  work  he 
retained  in  his  possession. 


Extract  of  a  teller  from  George  Graham  to  George  Davis,  surveyor,  dv.,  dated  General  Land  Office,  Ajml  i,  1826 

"^yith  respect  to  the  payment  of  the  account  of  Mr.  Silas  Dinsmoor,  it  was  not  expected,  after  the 
expression  of  your  opinions  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  surveys  in  tlie  district  south  of  the  31st 
degree  of  latitude,  that  you  would  have  paid  them  until  you  were  furnished  with  and  had  examined  the 
field  notes,  or  were  otherwise  entirely  satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  work  charged  for.     AVhenever 

t  The  four  markeil  thuh  f  are  the  ones  mentiontd  l.y  mistake,  in  my  letter  to  the  General  Land  Office  of  October  27,  as 
wing  east  instead  of  itat  of  I'earl  river. 
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that  is  tlic  case,  you   will  pay  the  accnunt  without  reforonco  to  the  State  lino,  it  not  having  a.s  yet  been 
connected  witli  the  township  phits  sduth  (if  tlic  lilst  dcj^ree  of  latitude." 

On  the  lltii  eharL;-e,  Mr.  (Irahani  refeiTcd  to  Mr.  Dinsnmdi-'.s  depo.sitiim. 

On  tlie  IJth  charge,  Mr.  Graham  laiil  liel'ore  thr  cinuiinttee  tlie  following  letters: 

(Jfnkr.m.  Land  Office,  Amjusf  10,  lS2(i. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  Otli  instant,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  including  an  account 
current  against  the  United  States  for  survcj-ing,  are  this  inoineiit  received.  All  surveying  accounts  art? 
settled  b}'  the  First  Amlitor  of  the  Treasury,  and  there  is  no  power  in  this  ollice  either  to  apjirnve  or  reject 
the  accounts 

No  surveyors,  except  the  surveyors  general  and  those  vested  in  their  particular  districts  with  tlu; 
]TOwers  of  the  surveyors  general,  being  authorized  to  transmit  their  accnunts  tln'nugh  this  oflice  to  iIk; 
First  Auditor,  your  accounts  ought  to  have  been  presented,  as  hcn-etofnre,  fur  adjustment  and  payment 
to  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  within  wliose  surveying  district  the  services 
were  performed. 

Your  account  current,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  are  therefore  returned,  that  you  may  take  that 
regular  course  with  tiieni  wiiich  the  regulations  of  tlie  treasury  prescrilie. 

If  you  desire  it,  the  accounts  can  be  transmitted  for  adjustment  through  this  oflice  to  the  surveyor  of 
the  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

If  there  be  any  special  reasons  why  your  accounts  should  take  a  course  of  settlement  difl'erent  from 
that  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  treasury  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  all  other  principal  deputy 
surveyors,  and  the  course  heretofore  pursued  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  your  own  accounts,  applica- 
tion should  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  give  such  directions  in  your  case  as  the 
circumstances  incident  to  it  may  require. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  that  this  office  having  been  informed  liy  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  soutli  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  that  you  iiad  refused  to  transfer  to  the  gentleman  aiipointed  by  liim  to  supersede  you 
in  office  of  principal  deputy  surveyor  the  books,  papers,  and  records  belonging  to  that  oflice,  instructions 
have  been  given  to  him  to  take  such  legal  measures  as  may  be  deemed  proper  to  compel  you  to  deliver 
them  up. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

SiL.is  DixsMooK,  Esq.,  nou-  in  Washington   City. 


Gexer-vl  Land  Office,  Januanj  30,  1827. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  Sfith  and  20th  instant  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  our  accounts, 
I  must  refer  you  to  my  communication  heretofore  made  to  you  on  tiiat  subject. 

You  intimate  that  the  government  having  obtained  possession  of  the  papers  and  records  heretofore 
withheld  liy  you,  the  principal  cause  for  not  adjusting  your  accounts  at  th(!  treasury  is  removed.  The 
withholding  of  those  papers  was  a  good  cause  for  the  refusal  to  adjust  your  accounts  at  all,  but  the  fact 
of  the  g-overnment  having  obtained  possession  of  them  is  no  reason  why  your  accounts  sh(.iuld  be  adjusted 
in  a  manner  diil'erent  from  that  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  treasury,  and  difl'erent  from 
that  in  which  you  have  liitherto  been  accustomed  to  settle  them;  that  is,  by  the  surveyor  of  the  district  in 
which  j-ou  were  one  of  the  principal  deputies,  he  being  the  only  person  who  has  the  means  within  his 
power  of  ciiecking  your  accounts,  so  far  as  thej'  relate  to  charges  for  examining  and  recording  surveys. 
So  far  as  you  may  have  a  claim  for  salary,  the  First  Auditiir  may  be  able  to  check  your  account,  and  may, 
therefore,  under  the  direction  of  the  Comptroller,  settle  it  out  of  the  usual  routine  for  adjusting  those 
accounts. 

You  allege  the  want  of  contidencc  in  the  present  surveyor  as  the  reason  whj-  your  accounts  should 
not  be  acted  upon  by  him,  and  submit  certain  papers  to  justify  the  allegation.  The  allegations  are  general, 
and  if  the}'  are  deemed  sufficient  to  withdraw  from  the  settlement  of  tiie  surveyor  your  accounts,  they  arc 
equally  applicable  to  the  settlement  of  all  other  accounts  bj'  him,  and  the  question,  therefore,  is  one  for 
the  consideration  of  the  President,  and  not  for  that  of  the  accounting'  officer. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

P.  S. — The  papers  submitted  by  you  are  herewith  returned. 

Silas  Din'ssioor,  Esq.,  now  at   Washinglon. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  584.  [2n    Session'. 

APPLICATION    OF    INDIANA   TO    BE    ALLO\VED   TO    SELL    THE    LANDS    IN    TIIAT    STATE 

RESERVED    FOR    SCHOOLS. 

COMMUNIC.WED    TO    THE    SEN.VTE    FEBRUARV 

*         A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  on  the  subject  of  school  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Ecsolvcd  b'j  the  rjcncral  aju^cmlily  of  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 

and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress 
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cxtondiii-  t..  the  lo"-i.sl.itiire  of  the  State  of  Indiana  the  .same  right  and  authontj',  under  .similar  restrictions, 
to  coMvev  in  fee  simple,  all  or  any  part  of  tli(!  lands  iieretofore  reserved  and  appropriated  by  Congress  for 
the  use  i>{  .schools  within  this  Sta'te,  as  has  l)een  given  to  the  legislature  of  the  State  ot  Ohio  by  an  act  of 
C.-n-rcss  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  State,"  approved  February  1,  1820. 

Ii,volmI    That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators   and 
representatives  in  Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resoluti.m  as  soon  as  practicable. 
'  ■  II.  II.  .MOOIiE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Jlepresentatives. 

JOHN  H.  THOMPSON,  President  of  the  Senate. 


IOtii  Con-grkss.1  ^O-   585.  [2n  Session. 

SETTLERS    ON    THE    CH  OCT  AAV   LANDS    IN    ARKANSAS. 

COMMUXICATED  TO  THE  HOfSE  OF  KEPRESEXTATtVES  FEBRUARY  27,  1827. 

Mr.  ScoTT,  from  tlie  (.'(unmitteo  on  Pulilic  Lands,  to  wlidm  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  that  some  measures  might  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  settlers,  and 
remunerate 'them  for  the  improvements  which  they  had  made  on  the  lands  ceded  to  the  Clioctaw 
nation  of  Indians,  (see  No.  528,)  reported: 

That  by  a  treaty  witli  the  Qiiapaw  nation  of  Indians,  August  24,  1818,  the  United  States  acquired 
title  to  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  country  in  tlie  Territory  of  Arkansas,  upon  which  settlements  had 
been  made,  and  on  which  extensive  and  valuable  improvements  were  made  alter  the  date  of  the  treaty. 
It  ajipcars  to  have  been  the  views  of  the  government  to  have  intended  to  retain  a  portion  of  the  country 
acquired  liy  the  treaty  aforesaid  exempt  from  settlements,  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  the  lands  belonging 
to  Indian  tribes  east  of  the  Mississippi  river.  As  early  as  December  15,  1818,  an  order  issued  from  the 
"War  Department,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  General  Jackson,  then  commanding  the  division  of  the 
south,  requiring  him  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  settlements  in  Arkansas  west  of  a  line  connecting 
the  sources  of  the  Kianiichi,  emptying  into  Red  river,  and  the  Poteau,  emptying  into  the  Arkansas  river. 
On  January  5,  1819,  General  Jackson  issued  his  orders  to  the  commanding  ofHcer  at  Fort  Smith,  directing 
him  to  carry  the  views  of  the  government  into  effect,  which,  by  the  papers  herewith,  appears  to  have 
been  done.  In  the  year  1819  the  lands,  by  order  of  the  governraent,  were  surveyed  nearly  to  the  line 
connecting  the  sources  of  the  Kiamichi  and  Poteau,  and  the  people  continued  to  extend  their  settlements 
and  improv(.'nients  on  these  lands,  believing  that  when  they  were  brought  into  market  they  could  become 
the  i)urchasers  from  the  government  of  the  improyements  they  were  making.  It  is  stated  tluit  about  two 
thousand  souls  reside  on  th(jse  lands,  and  form  a  part  of  two  counties.  The  committee  would  remark^ 
that  before  Arkansas  was  erected  into  a  separate  territorial  government  the  people  now  spoken  of  were 
within  the  civil  jurisdiction,  and  the  process  of  the  courts  and  the  laws  extended  to  them.  In  1820,  on 
the  18tli  of  October,  a  treaty'  was  made  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  by  which  all  that  tract  of  country  west 
of  a  line  beginning  on  the  Arkansas  river,  opposite  a  point  where  the  lower  Cherokee  boundary  strikes 
the  same,  and  running  to  Red  river,  three  miles  below  Little  river,  was  ceded  to  the  Choctaw  Indians. 
This  treaty  contained  no  stijiulation  for  the  removal  of  the  white  people  within  or  settled  on  the  land 
ceded,  although  a  large  portion  of  the  white  people  of  Arkansas  was  thus  transferred  to  the  Indians. 
Great  discontents,  however,  prevailed,  and  after  repeated  remonstrances,  and  renewed  assurances  that 
efi'ective  measures  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  people  settled  on  this  land,  a  treat}'  was  ultimately 
concluded  with  the  Choctaws  January  20,  1825,  by  which  their  title  to  the  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty 
of  October  18,  1820,  was  extinguished  as  far  west  as  a  line  drawn  from  just  below  Fort  Smith  due  south 
to  Red  river.  This  treat}-,  however,  only  provided  a  partial  remedy  for  the  evil  and  injury  of  which  the 
people  complained;  and  it  is  to  have  some  further  remedy  applied  that  the  memorial  now  under  considera- 
tion was  draughted  and  fnrwardcd  by  the  legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

This  memorial  emphatically  prays  that  some  provisions  may  be  made,  either  in  lands  or  monej',  for 
the  relief  of  those  of  their  fellow-citizens  who  have  settled  on  and  improved  lands  lying  west  of  a  line 
from  below  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  to  Red  river,  and  east  of  a  line  connecting  the  sources  of 
the  Kiamichi  and  Poteau;  and  allege,  as  a  reason  why  they  apply  and  think  the  government  bound  to 
comply,  that  permission,  or  at  least  a  constructive  permission,  was  given  to  make  those  settlements  and 
ini]uovenicnts  by  the  order  from  the  President  and  War  Department,  December  15,  1818,  and  the  order 
from  the  commanding  general  of  the  south,  January  5,  1819.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  seen, 
with  regret,  that  this  wandering  and  migrating  spirit  of  the  people  leads  them  into  constant  violations  of  the 
law  of  the  land  in  relation  to  the  settlement  on  the  public  lands.  The  law  in  regard  to  settlement  on  the 
pulilic  lands  is  positive  and  imperative.  an<l  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President  to  remove  .all  intruders. 
The  committee  cannot,  therefore,  think  that,  had  the  orders  from' the  President,  through  the  War  Department, 
of  Decemlier  15,  1818,  been  positive  in  granting  permission  to  settle  on  tliose  lands,  such  order  would 
have  superseded  the  established  and  fixed  law  on  the  subject,  or  secured  to  the  settlers  any  claims  on  the 
government Jbr  indemnity  for  imprdvemcnts  made.  It  is  not,  however,  contended  that  the  order  of 
Dcceuiber  15,  1818,  was  positive  in  giving  permission  to  settle,  Imt  that  it  implied  permission  to  settle  on 
all  that  tract  of  country  east  of  a  line  connecting  the  sources  of  the  Kiamichi  and  the  Poteau,  because  it 
only  pcisitively  forbid  settlements  to  bo  made  we^^st  of  that  line,  and  for  those  who  had  settled  west  to  be 
reinuycd  cast.  This  implied  permissiiin  is,  then,  weaker  than  the  case  above  stated  by  tly  committee, 
and,  m  their  (jpinion,  gave  no  right  to  make  the  settlement,  nor  created  any  claim  on  the  government  for 
reimuieration  in  the  event  of  the  idtimate  loss  of  their  labor  and  improvements.  It  is  this  wandering 
and  migrating  disposition  of  the  people  that  has  been  the  foundation  and  given  rise  to  all  the  doctrine  of 
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the  vif^Iits  of  ]n-(^-cinptioii.  At  an  uarlier  stage  of  tlie  ri'ovcniincnt,  when  it  was  an  olijc'ct  to  have  thi? 
Country  explcn-ed;  wlien  the  snrveyiiig'  was  not  eoin|iU't('(l;  when  the  .setth'nients  were  nneonneeteil ; 
and  tlie  toil,  lianiships,  and  danf;'er8  of  new  and  distant  settlLnienls  were  infuiitely  more  tlian  at  |>resent, 
there  may  liave  been  some  reason  for  the  speeial  privih't;-es  and  jiroteetion  f;-iveii  to  setlh'rs;  lull  the 
connnittee  tiiink  tiiat  time  past.  Tiie  great  abnnchmee  of  good  lands  snrveyed  and  jirejiared  for  market 
within  the  best  settlements,  at  reilueed  prices,  in  small  tracts,  tlie  connnittee  lielicve,  puts  it  in  thejidwer 
of  any  man  to  aciiuire  a  luMne;  and  that  it  is  full  time  for  Congress  to  make  a  decided  and  unbending 
stand  against  all  further  special  |irivileges  or  pre-emptions  within  the  several  States  and  'i'erritories. 

The  committee  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  renuirking,  in  justic(!  to  the  penplc  here  alluded 
to,  that  tlie.y  do  not  raidv  them  with  those  lawless  intruders  on  the  ]iub!ic  lands  who  resort  tu  it  fur  the  mere 
purpose  of  destroying  the  timber,  or  digging  up  the  bowels  of  the  earth  for  minerals,  and  go  off  with  tlic  liiioty. 
The  people  in  question  were,  doubtless,  like  many  others  who  are  far  removed  from  the  seatof  government, 
nniny  of  thcni,  ignorant  of  its  laws,  and  apt  to  believe  that  whatever  a  superior  officer  of  the  govennnent 
saj's  or  does  is  certainly  right,  and  within  the  scojio  of  his  powers.  These  ]ieoplc  may  have  iiifernd  thi' 
right  to  settle  from  the  orders  of  December  l.'i,  1S18,  and  the  orders  of  Jainiary  5,  1819.  They  appear  1o 
have  settled  bona  fulc  to  secure  homes,  and  the  committee  sincercl}'  regret  that  they  cannot  recommend 
any  relief  to  these  unfortunate;  people  without  violating  the  li.\ed  princi]iles  in  regard  to  the  jiublie  lands, 
estat>lisliing  a  danger'>us  precedent,  awarding  a  iiremiuin  for  the  violation  of  the  law,  and  holding  out 
assurances  that  for  similar  transgressions  future  rewards  will  lie  given;  although  there  was  no  absolute 
obligation  on  the  govennnent  to  provide  for  or  notice  the  actual  condition  of  the  settlers  on  thosr  lamls 
when  the  treaty  of  October  IS,  lS-20,  was  concluded.  It  is  not  the  less  remarkable  that,  in  that  treaty, 
the  Indians  made  professions  to  secure  the  imiirovements,  w  an  equivalent  to  those  of  their  tribe  residing 
on  the  lands  in  the  State  of  ^Slississippi,  ceded  by  them  to  the  Uniteil  .States,  while  the  commissioners  on  the- 
part  of  the  United  States  entirely  overlooked  the  situation  of  the  white  people  on  the  lands  ceded  to  the 
Indians.  The  commissioners  could  not  plead  ignorance  in  this  matter,  beeausi'  one  of  them,  Oeneral 
Jackson,  who  made  the  treaty,  was  the  identical  person  to  whom  the  order  of  December  16,  ISls,  had 
been  directed  bj-  the  War  Dejiartment,  and  who,  based  on  this  order,  issued  his  of  Januar}'  5,  ISl'.i,  to  the 
commander  at  Fort  Smith.  This  niaj-,  however,  be  one  of  the  reasons  why  these  people  should  not  n(jw 
be  provided  for;  because,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  if  the  government  had  acknoAvledged  anj'  rights  or  claims 
to  indemnity,  it  would  have,  in  all  probability,  been  noticed  in  that  treaty.  The  committee  would  be  glad 
to  see  those  peoph.',  for  whom  relief  is  prayed  in  the  memorial,  placed  in  some  situation  where  they  might 
liereaftcr  realize  their  wishes,  and  secure,  \<y  purchase  from  the  government,  their  homes  and  improve- 
ments. This,  however,  cannot  be  done  without  extinguishing  the  title  of  the  Choctaw  Indians  .which 
they  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  October  18,  1820.  To  do  this  belongs  to  the  treaty-making  ])ower,  and  is 
not  a  subject  for  the  committee  to  pa.ss  on.  They,  however,  think  it  a  subject  worthy  the  consideration 
of  the  govenmient,  and  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Iicsol rrd ,  That  the  (^.'i.immittee  on  the  Public   Lands   be  discharged  from  the  furtlier   consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 


Upon  the  request  of  Mr.  Conway,  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  I  make  the 
following  statement: 

In  the  month  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  being  in  command  of  the 
United  States  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  1  received  an  order  from  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  southern  division,  ^General  Jackson,)  commanding  n)e  to  remove  all  the  settlers 
who  should  be  found  west  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  sources  of  the  Kianiichi  to  the  P<iteau,  the  former  a 
stream  emptying  into  Red  river,  the  latter  into  the  Arkansas  river,  and  to  compel  all  such  settlers  to 
return  to  the  east  side  of  said  line.  L'pon  the  receipt  of  the  order  I  sat  out  witli  some  half  a  dozen 
soldiers  on  horseback,  a  corporal's  guard,  and  proceeded  to  the  tract  of  country  on  which  the  intruders 
had  settled.  I  found  about  two  hundred  families,  in  the  whole,  on  the  west  side  of  the  line  dosin-iiated; 
some  of  tliem  had  crops  growing;  others  none.  1  read  the  orders  which  I  had  received  to  the  heads  of 
the  diiierent  families,  requiring  those  who  had  no  crops  growing  to  obey  it  immediately,  and  to  those  who 
had  tiiue  was  allowed  till  October.  The  order  w'as  universally  obeyed,  and  some  of  those  to  whom  I  had 
given  leave  to  remain  till  their  crop  was  gathered  were  driven  in  before  that  time  by  Captain  Combs, 
commanding  at  Natchitoches,  who  had  received  a  similar  order,  and  executed  it  in  the  district  of  country, 
next  to  Red  river,  in  some  instances  burning  the  houses  and  destroying  the  crops.  Afterwards  Mr.  Downs 
and  Mr.  \Voodward,  being  authorized  by  government  to  run  certain  lines  in  Arkansas,  fixed  upon  a  line 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Canadian  Fork,  southwardly  to  the  head  of  Jack's  Fork,  of  Kiamichi,  and  down  it 
to  its  mouth.  This  line  was  further  west  than  the  one  designated  in  the  order  which  1  had  received  and 
executed;  and  immediately  alter  many  of  those  who  had  removed  under  the  order  of  myself  and  Ca])tain 
Combs  reoccupied  the  gn.iund  from  thich  they  had  been  removed.  Information  of  this  having  reached  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  an  order  was  sent  to  Colonel  Arbuckle,  commanding  at  Fort  Smith,  in 
the  fall  of  the  last  year,  commanding  him  to  drive  back  all  such  intruders  to  the  east  side  of  the  line  from 
the  sources  of  the  Kianiichi  and  I'oteau.  This  was  accordingly  done;  and  the  people  then,  twice  removed 
back,  settled  in  the  counties  of  Miller  and  Crawford,  and  I  should  suppose  that  about  two  thousand  souls 
were  cut  off  from  the  territory  bj-  the  line  fixed  for  the  western  boundarv-  of  Arkansas  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Washington  citv,  March  2.'i,  1824. 

W.  BRADFOItD. 


Dep.irtmext  of  W.ar,  December  10,  1826. 

Sir.:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the   13th   instant,  respecting-  the  removal  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
pulilic   lands   in   Arkansas   Territory,  I   transmit  herewith   a  report  of  the  clerk  in  charge  of  the  Indian 
business  of  this  department,  with  documents  marked  A  and  B,  which  gives  the  information  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 
Hon.  Tho.m.^s  Wuipple,  House  of  Repre^enlalu-e.-;. 
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I)ki>artmen-t  of  War,  Office  of  Indian  Aff'airs,  December  19,  1826. 
.^ik:  In  comiilianco  with  your  directions,  accoiiipaniod  by  a  letter  from  tlie  lioiiorablc  Thomas  Wiiipple, 
of  the  13  instant,  requesting  "that  you  will  transmit,  as  soon  as  may  le,  the  order  from  the  Dcpartirjent  of 
War  for  the  removal  of  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  the  Arkansas  Territory,  of  December  15, 
181S,  and  also  the  report  made  on  the  same  subject  in  the  year  1821  by  Colonel  Henry  D.  Downs,  who 
was  commissioner  to  run  the  boundary  line  established  by  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  October  18,  1820,  1  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  coinos  of  .said  order  and  report,  marked  A  and  B. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THO.  L.  McKENNEY. 
linn.  James  liMimi-n,  Stvretanj  vf  War. 


Departhe.vt  of  War,  December  15,  1818. 

Sir:  Under  the  late  treaty  with  the  Quajiaws  and  Osagcs  very  extensive  tracts  of  land  have  been 
aeiiuired,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is  not  intendi'd  to  be  brought  immediately  into  market,  and  which 
mav  hereafter  become  the  means  of  exchange  for  lands  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  above  the  mouth 
ol'  "the  Kiamichi,  and  on  the  Arkansas  above  the  mouth  of  the  Poteau,  and  to  the  west  of  the  main  branch 
of  the  Kiamichi  and  Poteau,  and  a  line  drawn  between  their  sources. 

The  President  has  directed  me  to  issue  orders  to  prevent,  for  the  present,  the  extension  of  the  settle- 
ments on  Ked  river.  Those  persons  settled  to  the  west  of  the  line  specified,  or  at  points  higher  up  the 
Ited  river  and  the  Arkansas  than  those  mentioned,  will  be  removed. 

You  will  give  the  necessary  orders  to  carry  the  views  of  the  President  into  effect.    It  will  be  advisable 
to  take  tiie  necessary  measures  at  an  early  period,  so  as  to  give  to  such  families  as  may  be  removed  an 
opportunity  to  make  arrangements  for  planting  the  next  spring. 
I  have,  i&c, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


B. 

Warrenton,  llississippi,  December  24,  1821. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instruction  to  mo,  I  have  run,  according  to  the  treaty,  the  eastern  line  of 
the  land  ceded  by  the  United  States  to  the  Choctaw  nation  west  of  the  Mississippi;  beginning  at  the 
mouth  of  Little  river,  running  thence  down  Ked  river  to  a  point  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Little 
river;  running  thence  north  twenty-nine  degrees  and  fifteen  minutes  east,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles 
ten  cliains  and  fifty  links,  to  a  post  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Arkansas  river,  where  the  lower  boundary 
line  of  the  Cherokees  strikes  the  same;  running  thence  with  the  course  of  the  Arkansas  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Canadian  Fork;  a  plat  of  which  survey  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  a  map  subjoined  thereto 
of  the  countiy  west  of  the  eastern  boundary  which  is  settled  by  the  whites,  designating  the  position  of 
the  settlements;  which  ma|i,  and  the  field  notes  accompanying  the  same,  j'ou  will  please  consider  as  a 
]iart  of  this  report,  to  which  I  refer  you  for  a  more  particular  description  of  the  line,  and  for  some  other 
information  not  herein  detailed.  The  connexions  of  surveys  marked  in  the  map  were  surveys  made  prior 
to  the  Choctaw  treatj'.  The  settlements  on  the  Arkansas  arc  immediately  on  the  river,  extending  from 
the  eastern  boundary  nearly  as  far  west  as  the  mouth  of  the  Canadian  Fork.  The  settlements  on  Red 
river  also  extend  from  the  eastern  boundary  westerly  as  far  as  the  Kiamichi,  and  are  more  widely  spread 
than  they  are  on  the  Arkansas.  A  direct  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Poteau  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kiamichi 
would  not  relieve  the  white  settlers,  as  was  expected.  Therefore,  the  line  that  I  have  considered  best  to 
suggest  to  you  for  that  purpose  will  be  a  direct  line  from  the  junction  of  the  Canadian  with  the  Arkansas 
to  the  mouth  of  Jack's  Fork  of  the  Kiamichi;  thence  down  Kiamichi  river  to  Red  river.  This  contemplated 
line  Would  include  about  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  families,  averaging  about  seven  persons  to  a 
family,  and  about  six  millions  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  would  be,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion 1  have  been  able  to  obtain,  only  a  very  small  part  of  the  Choctaw  cession. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HENRY  D.  DOWNS,  Commissioner,  &c. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  War. 
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19th  Congress.]  No.    58B.  [On  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF    OHIO  AND  ALABAMA  FOR  FURTHER  RELIEF  TO  THE  I'URCHASERS  OF 
PUBLIC  L.\NI)S,  AND  IN  RELATION  TO  LANDS  FOR  A  UNIVER.^IT^-  WD  SCHOOLS. 

C0.MJ1LNIC.\TEII    TO    THE    HOrSE    OF    KEl'HESEXTATIVKS    FEBRL'.\RY  28,    1827. 

To  the  honorable  Iho  Sena/e  am)  Jlouse  of  Jleprenenlalivc^  in  Coiigivs!<  aft^emblcd: 

The  unclcrsig-ncd  iiiluibitants  of  tlie  State  of  Alahama,  bog-  leave  to  represent:  That  tlieir  siluaiinii,  in 
respect  to  the  public  land  debt.     *     *     *      [For  this  memorial  sec  No.   533. J 


MEMORIAL  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uniteil  States,  asking  permission  for  tlic  trustees  of  the  University  of  Alal);inia  to  select 

other  lands  in  lien  of  tliose  herein  ileserihed. 

Menvyrial  to  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Bejireienlaticcs  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assenMed  : 

The  memorial  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  general  a.sseml)ly 
convened,  respectfully  represents:  That  section  twelve,  containing-  638.80  acres,  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  seventeen,  containing  159.11  acres,  the  iiorth(>ast  ipmrter  of  section  twenty-eight,  containino- 
158.81  acres,  and  the  east  part  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  thirty-four,  containing  106.12  acres, 
in  town.ship  four,  range  eleven  west,  in  the  Huntsvillc  land  district,  patented  to  the  trustees  of  the 
University  of  Alabama,  July  16,  1834,  have  been  subsequently  sold  by  the  United  States  to  individuals 
■who  are  now  in  peaceal>Ie  possession  thercof,  and  have  made  considerable  and  valuable  inqn-ovenjents 
thereon. 

In  order  that  the  quiet  possession  of  innocent  and  liona  fide  purchasers  should  not  be  disturbed,  and 
believing  that  a  selection  of  other  lands  could  be  made  as  equally  beneficial,  your  memorialists  respectfully 
submit  to  your  honorable  bodies  the  propriety  of  passing  a  law  granting  permission  to  the  said  trustees  of 
the  University  of  the  State  <.if  Alabama  to  make  a  selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  giviii"-  said 
trustees  the  power  of  selecting  any  lands  which  have  been  forfeited,  reverted,  or  relinquished  "to  the 
United  States,  at  any  of  the  land  offices  in  this  State,  in  lieu  of  the  above-described  lands. 

Hesolred  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Alatjanm  in  general  assembh/  convened, 
That  our  senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  etlbrts  to 
obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  in  conformitj-  with  the  foregoing  memorial. 

Be  it  further  ivsijlved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress  one  copy  of  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolutions. 

SAMUEL  AV.  OLIXER,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  llcpresentatiees. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  12,  1827.  JOHN  .AIURPHY. 


oific 


Secret.vry  of  State's  Office,  Tuscaloosa,  Janvanj  l(i,  1827. 
I  do   certify  the  foregoing  rejiort  and   resolutions  to  be  a  correct  eojiy  (if  the  original  on  file  in  this 

JAMES  I.  THORNTON. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepiresentalives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemtiled : 

The  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  respectfully  represents:  That  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  on  the  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1802,  making  certain  appropriations  to  the  people  of  the 
territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  prejiaratory  to  the  furmation  of  a  State  government  therein,  it  was 
proposed  that  section  No.  16  in  every  township,  and  where  such  section  had  been  sold  or  disposed  of, 
other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  and  most  contiguous  to  the  same,  should  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of 
such  township  for  the  use  of  schools;  which  said  propositions  were,  by  an  ordinance  of  the  convention  of 
said  Territory,  passed  November  29,  1802,  (after  adding  certain  conditions  by  way  of  modification,) 
acceded  to;  bj-  which  said  modification,  in  addition  to  the  proprisition  securing  section  No.  16,  as  aforesaid, 
it  was  proposed  that  a  donation,  equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  amount  of  land  in  the  United  States 
military  tract,  should  be  made  for  the  support  of  schools  within  tliat  district;  that  a  like  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  Virginia  reservation,  so  far  as  the  unlocated  lands  in  that  tract  would  supply  the  propor- 
tion aforesaid;  and,  also,  that  a  donation  of  the  same  kind,  or  such  other  provision  as  Congress  might 
deem  expedient,  should  be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  "Western  Reserve;  and  that  all  the  lands  which 
might  thereafter  be  purchased  of  Indian  tribes  by  the  United  States,  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  the 
one  thirty-sixth  part  thereof  should  be  given,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  support  of  public  schools;  which  said 
propositions  of  the  convention  aforesaid  were  accepted  and  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, as  appears  from  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  A.  1).  1803,  granting,  agreeablj'  to  the  proposi- 
tions aforesaid,  to  the  United  States  and  Virginia  military  tracts  their  just  proporticm  of  school  lands; 
and  granting,  also,  to  the  said  Western  Reserve  56,000  acres  of  land,  being  equal  in  amount  to  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  all  that  section  of  said  Western  Reserve  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  at  that  time  been 
extinguished.  From  these  circumstances,  and  the  acts  above  alluded  to,  your  memorialists  infer  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  Congress,  and  the  just  expectation  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  territnry,  that  corre- 
sponding donations  should  be  made  for  the  balance  of  said  Western  Reserve  as  soon  as  the  Indian  title 
thereto  might  be  extinguished;  which,  in  a  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  ."^tates  and  sundry  Indian 
tribes,  at  Fort  Industry,  Jul_y  4,  A.  D.  1805,  was  i'nlly  accomplished;  and  the  Indian  title  t(.i  all  the  residue 
of  said  Western  Reserve,  being  all  that  portion  thereof  lying  west  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  containing  about 
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1,540,000  acres,  was  tliereby  cxtingui.slii'd;  an  equivalent,  equal  to  the  (me  thirty-sixth  part  thereof, 
amounts,  accoiding  to  the  estimates  aforesaid,  to  44,000  acres,  to  which  your  memorialists,  agreeably  to 
the  acts,  ordinance,  and  propositions  aforesaid,  conceive  themselves  justly  entitled;  and  your  memorialists 
doubt  not  but  Congress,  on  a  fair  investigation  of  the  subject,  will  concur  with  them  in  opinion  as  to  the 
justice  of  their  claim,  and  cheerfully  adopt  such  measures  as  will  render  the  inhabitants  of  said  Western 
Resei've  equal  participators  with  other  sections  of  their  State  in  the  benevolent  liberalities  of  Congress. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  being  now  engaged  in  making  ))rovision  by  law  for  the  sale 
of  all  their  school  lands,  and  investing  the  avails  thereof  in  productive  I'unds,  deem  it  highly  important 
that  the  entire  interest  of  each  section  of  said  State  should  be  fully  and  clearly  detined;  your  memorialists, 
therefore,  respectfully  invito  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  important  subject,  and  earnestly  request 
that  provision  be  made  for  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  use  of  schools  in  said  Western  Reserve, 
their  just  jjroportion  of  school  lands  not  heretofore  appropriated,  amounting,  as  your  memorialists  have 
previously  shown,  to  44,000  acres.  And  your  memorialists  would  further  suggest  to  the  consideration  of 
your  honoraljle  bodies,  inasmuch  as  the  appr(jpriation  has  been  long  delayed,  the  propriety'  of  permitting 
said  lands  to  be  located  in  sections,  out  of  any  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
not   otherwise  disposed  of,  by  such  agents  as  the  governor  of  said  State,  for  the  time  being,  may  appoint. 

lli'.<ol crd ,  Tliat  the  foregoing  memorial  be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  that  the  governor  be  requested 
to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  .Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Congress 
copies  thereof,  vi^ith  a  request  tliat  the  same  be  laid  before  the  Houses  over  which  they  respectively  pre- 
side. 

EDWARD  KING,  Speaker  of  the  Houne  of  Representatives. 
A.  SHEPHERD,  Speaker  of  'the  Senate. 

•J.iN-LURY  24,  1827. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Columbm,  Ohio,  January  26,  182T. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  roll  remaining  on  file  in  this  office. 

JER.  M'LENE,  Secretary  of  State. 


ExECTTivE  Department,  Columljus,  Ohio,  Fetn-uary  1,  1827. 
Sir:  The  accompanying  memorial  and  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  are  communicated, 
with  a  rei]uest  tliat  you  will  be  pleased  to  subn;it  them  to  the  body  over  which  y(,iu  preside. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLEN  TRIMBLE. 


ESECiTlvE  Departme.nt,  Ohio,  Culumbufi,  February  1,  1827. 

Sir:  The  following  resolutions  are  communicated  in  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  legislature  of 
this  State. 

With  great  respect,  your  oliedient  servant,  ALLEN  TRIMBLE. 

Rewlued  by  the  general  a^.-<embly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  extension  of  the  relief  laws  of  the  United  States, 
so  as  to  embrace  purchasers  of  public  lands  who  have  foi'fcited  their  payments  on  the  same,  and  to  enable 
said  purchasers,  or  their  assignees,  to  invest  the  several  sums  so  forl'eited  in  any  new  purchase  of  iiublic 
lands. 

Resolvefl,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  cop_y  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

EDW.:VRD  king,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
A    SllEPliERB,  Speaker  of' the  Senate. 
Jan-lary  29,  1827. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  29,  1827. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  roll  remaining  on  file  in  this  office. 

JEli.  M'LENE,  Setreto-i/ o/ i'tafe 


19th  Congress.]  No.    587.  [2d  Session, 


APPLICATION  OF  LOUISIANA  FOR  A  GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  THE  DISBANDED  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  LATE  ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  THE  WAR  OF  1812-'15. 

COIDIU.VICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    3,    1827. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repiresentatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  general  assembly 
convened.  That  our  .senators  and  repre8(mtatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  instructed  and 
requested  to  use  their  best  and  most  energetic  endeavors  to  have  passed  into  a  law  a  bill  making  provision, 
in  lands,  fur  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  aimy  of  the  United  States,  according  to  their  respective 
grades. 

And  tje  it  further  resolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  be  requested  to  transmit  to 
each  of  the  s;iid  senators  and  representatives  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 

OCT.  L\  BRANCHE,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rqiresentatives. 
A.  BEAUVAIS,  President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  January  18,  1827. 

H.  JOHNSON,  Governor  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana. 
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A. 


rago. 

Alabama. — Memorial  of  the  gx'ueral  assembly  for  the  postponement  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 

the  counties  of  Decatur  and  Jackson,  and  pre-emptions  to  settlers  in 2 

Same,  for  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  lands  for  seats  of  justice  in 2,  3 

Same,  for  postponement  of  sale  of  relinquished  lands 147 

Report  of  the  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lauds,  against  granting  same  relief  to 
purchasers  who  made  prompt  payment  as  to  others   who  availed  of   the  credit 

system  in 469 

For  privilege  of  purchasing  four  sections  of  land  near  Mobile  as  a  place  of  retreat 

for  health.     Application  from  the  governor  and  citizens  of 472,  473 

Statement  of  Register  of  the  Treasury,  relative   to  forfeitures  on  account  of  sales  of 

land  in '. 518,  519 

Memorial  and  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  for  the  relief  of  purchasers,  reduction 
of  price,  change  in  mode  of  selling,  cession  of  the  lands  to  which  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  and  to  prevent  the  settlement   of  Creek  Indians  within  the 

State 528,  529 

Statement  of  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office  of  lands  relinquished,  land  paid  for, 
and  forfeitures  (under  acts  to  provide  for  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by  purcha- 
sers) in 770,  793-795 

Application  for  adjustment  of  land  titles  by  citizens  of  Mobile  in 802 

Application  for  further  relief,  with  respect  "to  relinquished  lands,  by  debtors  in,     804,  805,  961 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner,  relative  to  causes  which  have 
delayed  surveys  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  in  Mississippi,  Louis- 
iana, and 854,  856 

Application  of  half-breeds  of  Creek  nation  to  make  fee-simple  title  of  a  reservation  of 

land  under  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson  in 858,  859 

Resolution   of  the  general  assembly   for  power   to  sell    in  fee    section  16th  of  each 

township  for  the  use  of  schools  in 891 

Resolution  of  same,  approving  Mr.  Benton's  plan  of  disposing  of  the  public  domain  by 

entry,  and  lor  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 892 

Memorial  of  same,  for  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Lafayette  Academy 892,  893 

Statement  of  expenses   of  selling  public  lands  in 908 

Statement   of  net  amounts  of  lands  sold  and  purchase  money 909 

Statement  of  amounts  paid  and  balance  due 910 

Statement  of  amount  of  forfeitures,  &c 911 

Statement  of  quantity  of  lands  purchased  and  surveyed  by  United  States,  and  manner 

of  appropriation 912,  915 

Statement  of  unceded  Indian  lands  and  reservations 916 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  to  quiet  possession  to  purchasers  of  lauds  patented 

to  the  trustees  of  the  University  of 961 

^rytansas.— Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory,  relative  to  the  extinguishment  of 

title  of  Quapaw  Indians  to  land  in 1 

Report  of  committee,  (H.  R.,)  relative  to  title  of  Quapaw  Indians  to  reservation  under 

treaty  of  November  15,  1824 8'^"',  §''8 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory,  relative  to  bounty  lands  in 1 

Relative  to  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lauds  in  Illinois,  Missouri,  and 19 

Report  of  the  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lauds,  relative  to  pre-emption  rights  in 82 

Report  of  the  same,  against  giving  authority  to  claimants  to  try  the  validity  of  their 

titles  in  the  district  court  for  the  district  of  Tennessee 147 

Statement  of  money  received  from  Little  Rock  land  ofBce,  in 534 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  Choctaw  lands  east  of  the 

Poteau  and  Kiamiche,  and  west  of  the  Choctaw  eastern  boundary  line  in 798 

VOL.  IV         122  c 


INDEX  TO  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Page. 

Arkansas. — Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands  on  same 958-960 

Communications  from  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  relative  to  the  number  and  description  of  land  claims  on  which  patents  have 
been  withheld  under  act  of  February  11,  1815,  for  relief  of  inhabitants  who  suffered 

by  earthquakes  in  Missouri  and 806,  854 

Statement  of  expenses  of  selling  public  lands  in 908 

Statement  of  net  amounts  of  land  sold  and  purchase  money 909 

Statement  of  amounts  paid  and  balances  due 910 

Statement  of  amounts  of  forfeitures,  &c 911 

Statement  of  quantity  of  lands  purchased  and  surveyed  by  United  States,  and  manner  of 

appropriation 912 

Statement  of  uncedcd  Indian  lands  and  reservations 916 

AUorney  General. — Mr.  Wirt's  opinion  relative  to  new  locations  and  patents,  in  lieu  of  lots  injured 

by  earthquakes  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  under  act  of  February  It,  1815,    41,  812,  814, 

848,  883 

B. 

Bayou  Cailloux.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Boundaries.     (See  Bounty  lands — Lands — Virginia — Ohio.) 

Bounty  lands  in  Arkansas,  relative  to 1 

Communication  from  War  Department  of  abstracts  of  the  number  of  warrants  issued  for 

services  during  the  late  war  for  military 30 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  for  prolonging  the  time  for  locating  lands 

within  the  Virginia  military  district 153 

Annual  reports  of  the  War  Department,  relative  to  warrants  issued  to  November  22, 

1825,  1826 427,  191 

Message  (and  documents)  relative  to  the  number  of  warrants  issued  to  ofiScers  and 

soldiers  of  the  Revolution 410,  411 

Report  of  Conmiittee   (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  in  favor  of  changing  those  "  unfit  for 

cultivaiion" ._ .       480 

Mr.  Eaton  submits  to  the  Senate  statement  relative  to  the  true  boundaries  of  the  Virginia 

bounty  lands  in  Ohio,  and  claims  to  land  within  the  same 785,  788 

Bounty  land  icarrants.     (See  Bounty  lands — Lands — Virginia — Ohio.) 

c 

Caddo  lands,  (see  Page) 463 

Canals. — For  a  donation  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  uniting  Lake  Michigan  and  Illinois 

river 437 

Cajx  Girardeau  and  St.  Louis  districts. — Statements  exhibiting  lands  containing  lead  ore,  on  which 

patents  have  been  issued  or  withheld 806,809 

Cherokee  Lndians.     (See  Indians.) 
Chetimaches  Indians.     (See  Indians.) 
Choctaw  Indians.     (See  Indians.) 

Clerks  in  the  General  Land  Office. — Statement  relative  to 790 

Covimissioners  on  land  claims  in  Florida.     (See  Florida.) 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. — Communications  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  purchasers  of 

the  public  lands,  with  respect  to  the  compensation  of  registers  and  receivers 7 

■  ■     Relative  to  the  survey  and  disposition  of  the  public  lands 26 

Relative  to  the  causes  which  have  delayed  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  and  private 

land  claims  in  the  districts  south  and  north  of  Red  river,  in  Louisiana 32 

Relative  to  the  compensation  of  registers  and  receivers  on  account  of  purchase  money 

of  relinquished  lands 57 

Relative  to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  land  offices  by  consolidating  the  districts  .  .  58,  59 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  surveyed,  sold,  and  remaining  unsold 64 

Relative  to  the  valuation  of  lauds  in  Ohio  between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts.  .  67 

Showirjg  the  emoluments  of  registers  and  receivers  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 

1824 154 

Relative  to  furnishing  the  State  of  Missouri  with  copies  of  records  in  relation  to  her 

public  lands 431 

Relative  to  the  sale  of  Moravian  lands  in  Ohio 447 

Relative  to  compensation  for  a  reservation  sold  by  the  United  States  under  treaty  with 

the  Miami  Indians 453 

DOCUMENTS  wmi : 

Lettei-from  surveyor  general,  Ohio;  list  of  tracts  sold 453,  454 

Relative  to  claims  confirmed  in  the  name  of  De  la  Houssaj'e,  in  Louisiana 457 

Relative  to  quantity  of  surveyed,  subject  to  sale,  sold,  and  remaining  unsold 459,  460 

Relative  to  the  number  of  warrants  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  .   470,  471 

Relative  to  lands  relinquished,  number  of  acres,  purchase  money,  average  price 481,  482 

Relative  to  land  claims  in  Louisiana  under  act  of  May  11,  1820 489 

Relative  to  lands  survej'cd  and  not  proclaimed  for  sale,  and  moneys  received  from 

certain  offices 533,  534 

Letter  of  instructions  to  receivers  for  transporting  and  depositing  funds 754 

Relative  to  frauds  in  the  resale  of  relinquished  lands 766 

Communication  exhibiting  quantity  of  land  relinquished,  land  completely  paid  for,  and 
forfeitures  under  operations  of  acts  of  May,  1824,  July  1,  1820-'21,  May  10,  1800, 

to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  by  purchasers 769,  770,  793-795 

Communication  exhibiting  operations  of  the  land  system,  number  of  bounty  laud  war- 
rants issued,  and  schedule  of  clerks 797 
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Commissioner  of' llie  General  Land  Office. — Cominiiiiii-ations  from  the — Cuntinuecl. 

DOCUMEKTS   WITH: 

Page. 
L  ErJiihit  of  slate  of  accounts  of  rereiecrs. 

2.  Exhibit  of  (delayed  returns  of  registers  and  causes  thereof. 

3,  4.   Schedules  of  the  number  of  clei-fs  in  the  General  Land  Office 789-790 

Communication  statin<:^  number  and  description  of  claims  in  Missouri  and   Arkansas  on 

which  patents  have  been  withlield  under  act  of  February  17,  1S15 SOG-854 

I'i'lafive  to  proper  construction  of  said  act  as  to  certain  claimants 882,  883 

Kehitive   to   causes  whicii   liavo   prevented   surveys   south  of  the   31st  def;-ree  of  north 

latitude  in  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama 554-556 

Relative  to  lands  reserved  from  sale  in  Missouri  on  account  of  salt  Sjiring's 857,  858 

Statement  of  list  of  claims  of  half-breeds  of  Creek  nation  under  act  of  March  3,  1817 .    859,  860 
Statement  as  to  nature  of  title  of  Quapaw  Indians  to  a  reservation  in  Arkansas  under 

treat}'  of  November  15,  1824 877-879 

Statement  showing-  quantities  and  localities  of  land  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  unfit  for 

cultivation 885 

Relative  to  the  Illinois  reserved  saline  lands 897-899 

Statement  of  lands  sold  and  estimated  as  unsold 'Jl  1-916 

Report  of  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  on  charges  by  cleputj- surveyor  in  south- 
eastern district  of  Louisiana  against  the 922-957 

c. 

Connecticut. — Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  Ignited  States  in 546 

Copper  mine  lands  on  Lake  Superior. — Letter  from  Governor  Cass  relative  to 65 

Proposition  to  work  them 480 

CWek  Indians.  ]  /r.  t  j-  \ 
r,  ,  ,■  c  (See  Indians.) 
Creek  nation,    j  ^  ' 

D. 

Davis,  George,  surveijor  south  of  Tennessee. — Charges  against  him  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  communications  relative  thereto  from.  .932,  941,  948,  949,  950,  951,  952, 

953,  954,  955,  956 

Deaf  and  dumb. — Resolution  of  Ohio  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  education  of 889 

Belau-are. — Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  United  States  in 548 

Deputy  sui-veyors.     [See  Lands — Surveyors  General — Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office.) 

Dinsmore,  Silas. — Testimony  on  charges  against  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 926,  929 

Dinsmrj)-e,  jr.,  SUas,  deputy  .surveyor. — Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands  against  his  claim 

for  payment  for  services 532 

District  of  Columbia. — Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  hj  United  States  for  naval  purposes. . . .        554 

E. 

Earthquakes.     (See  3nssouri — Arkansas — Lands — Ireasury  Department — Attorney  General.) 

Engineer,  chief. — Report  of  purchases  of  real  estate  by  United  States  since  1776 542,  554 

Education.     (See  Lands — Schools — Deaf  and  dumb.) 

F. 

Florida. — Statement  of  expenses  of  selling  public  lands  in 908 

Statement  of  net  amount  of  lands  sold  and  purchase  money 909 

Statement  of  amounts  paid  and  balances  due 910 

Statement  of  amount  of  forfeitures,  &c 911 

Statement  of  quantity  of  lands  purchased  and  surveyed  by  United  States,  and  manner  of 

appropriation 912,  915 

Statement  of  unceded  Indian  lands  and  reservations 916 

Florida,  Ea.<t  and  West. — Communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  reports  from  com- 
missioners for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within: 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

1.  General  report  upon  Spanish  claims. 

2.  General  report  upon  large  gi-ants. 

3.  Special  report  on  claims  undefined  in  quantity,  and  those  exceeding  3,500  acres,  dc,  <fr. 

4.  Abstracts  of  lists  of  claims  confirmed  and  rejected,  d-c,  rfr 155-426 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

1.  Special  report  on  claims  exceeding  3,500  acres. 

2.  Special  report  on  claims  emanating  from  Brili.ih  and  Spani-ih  govei-nments. 

3.  Abstract  and  report  upon  claims  to  lots  in  St.  Carlos  de  Barrancas. 

4.  Abstract  and  report  on  sales  at  auction  rejected  by  commissioners. 

5.  Abstract  and  i-eport  on  claims  to  lots  in  public  square  in  Pensacola. 

6.  Abstract  and  report  on  British  claims. 

7.  General  abstract  and  report  on  claims. 

Report  of  commi.'isioners  that  they  cannot  complete  their  duties,  as  to  East  Florida  claims,  ?'n 
the  time  limited  by  act  of  February,  1824. 

Jlinutes  (f  jjroceedings  cf  commissioners 199-2.')5,  397-426 

Report  from  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  with  a  bill  to  confirm,  &c.,  commis- 
sioners' reports  with  regard  to  lands  in 454 

Report  from  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  relative  to  land  in  lien  of  claim  covered 

by  reservation  under  treaty  with  Creek  Indians 454 
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Florida,  Eaat. — Communication  from  Secretary  of  Treasury,  transmitting  reports  and  statements  of 
commissioners  of  claims  to  lands  in: 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

1.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  not  exceeding  3,500  ocres,  confirmed. 

2.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  not  exceeding  3,500  acres,  not  confirmed. 

3.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  not  exceeding  3,500  acres,  founded  on  patents  from  Spanish 

government. 

4.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  not  exceeding  640  a^res,  founded  on  actual  inhabitation,  &c., 

confirmed. 

5.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  not  exceeding  640  acres,  founded  on  actual  inhabitation,  &c., 

not  confirmed. 

6.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  derived  from  Spanish  government  undefined  in  quantity,  and 

valid. 

7.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  not  exceeding  3,500  acres,  founded  on  patents  from  British 

government. 

8.  Register  of  claims  to  lands  founded  on  actual  cultivation  and  imjprovement,  confirmed. 

9.  Register  of  clainui  to  lands,  of  which  the  originals  are  not  found  in  the  office  of  the 

keeper  of  the  jmblic  archives. 

3IiniUes  of  the  board  of  commissioners 561-748 

Report  from  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  with  defence  of  Davis  Floyd,  member 

of  board  of  commissioners  for 758-761 

Florida,  West. — Reports  of  claims  to  lands  in,  founded  on  liabitation  and  cultivation  between  1819 

and  1821,  in  obedience  to  act  approved  May  26,  1824 61-63,  446,  447-453 

Forfeitures. — Report  from  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Private  Laud  Claims,  relative  to  lands  forfeited  for 

non-compliance  with  terms  of  sale 56 

Report  of  the  Secretary  and  Register  of  the  Treasury,  with  statement  of  amounts  of  for- 
feitures which  have  accrued  from  sales  of  lands 518,  519 

Resolution  of  Indiana  for  relief  of  purchasers  whose  lands  are  forfeited  or  liable  to  for- 
feiture         921 

France. — Report  relative  to  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  district,  Louisiana,  under  Spanish, 

French,  and  British  grants 438-445 

Freeman,  Thomas. — Letters  relative  to  charges  against  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfiBce. . .       935 

G. 

General  Land  Office.     (See  Commissioner  of  the.) 

Georgia. — Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  the  Judiciary,  on  claims  of  New  England,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Georgia  Mississippi  Land  Companies,  (  Yazoo  claims.) 

DOCUMENTS    "WITH: 

Decree  of  commissioners  on   Yazoo  claims;  opinions  of  Thomas  Su-ann  and  F.  S.  Key; 

viemorial  of  trustees  of  Georgia  3Iississippi  Company 465-467 

Application  of  Alabama  to  prevent  the  settlement  in  that  State  of  Creek  Indians  resid- 
ing in 529 

Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  United  States  in 551,  554 

Statement  for  compensation  on  account  of  land  warrants  issued  by  the  State  of .  . .  .   866-870 
Georgia  Ilississipjjn  Company      (Sec  Georgia.) 
Great  Britain. — Report  of  abstracts  of  claims  on  lots  in  Pensacola,  founded  on  grants,  &c.,  &c.,  by 

the  Spanish  and  British  governments 186-191 

Special  report  on  conflicting  claims 205 

Report  on  British  claims 250 

Report  on  claims  to  lands  in  the  St.  Helena  district  uiider  French,  Spanish,  and  British 

grants 438-445 

Register  of  claims  to  lands  in  East  Florida,  founded  on  patents  from  British  government       578 
Report  to  confirm  grants  in  Mississippi  in  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  derived  from 

British  government  of  West  Florida 877 

Graij,  Nicholas. — Statement  relative  to  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office       938 
Gurley,  H.  H. — Letter  relative  to  lands  on  Bayou  Gros  Tete 944 

H. 

Harper,  Samuel  H. — Letters  relative  to  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office 937,  942,  944,  945 

I. 

Illinois. — Conmiunication  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  list  of  con- 
tracts for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and , 19 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  lands  in 148 

Same,  for  a  donation  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  uniting  Lake  Michigan  and 

Illinois  river 437 

Statement  of  Register  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  forfeitures  on  account  of  sales  of  land 

in 519 

Statement  of  Treasury  Department,  relative  to  moneys  received  from  Vandalia  land 

office,  in 534 

Memorial  of  tlie  general  assembly  for  a  donation  of  land  within  the  saline  reserve  for 

a  seat  of  justice  in  Gallatin  county.     Remonstrance  of  citizens  against  same.  .  .  .  765,  756 

Statement  of  Cumrnissioncr  of  the  Land  Ollicc  of  land  relinquished,  land  paid  for,  and 
forfeitures  (under  acts  to  provide  for  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by  purchasers) 
in 770,  793-795 
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Illinois. — Statement  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Ordnance  Department,  relative  to  tlie  lead  minew 

in  Missouri  and 7i)0-802 

Relative  to  the  terms  of  sale  of,  and  ceding-  parts  of  tiie  puldic  lands  to  the  State  in..  .        8T1 
Messag-e  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  reports  and  statement  of  lamls  nnlil  for 

cultivation  in  Missouri  and 885-88T 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  to  enable  the  State  to  sell  part  of  the  reserved  saline 

lands  f<ir  internal  improvement  and  a  penitentiary 888,  89r) 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands  on  same  subject  {and  documcnl.-i) 896-899 

Statement  of  expenses  of  selling  public  lands  in 1)08 

Statement  of  net  amounts  of  land  sold  and  purchase  money 909 

Statement  of  amounts  paid  and  balances  due 910 

Statement  of  amount  of  forfeitures,  &c 911 

Statement  of  (Quantity  of  land  purchased  and  surveyed  by  United   States,  and  manner 

of  appropriation 912,  913 

Statement  of  unceded  Indian  lands  and  reservations 916 

Resolution  of  the  general  assembly  for  surrender  to  that  State  of  all  mineral  lands 

within 921 

Indiana. — Resolution  of  the  general  assembly  for  the  extinguishing  of  Indian  title  to  lands  witliin.  6 

Resolution  of  same,  relative  to  taxing  land  after  sale  within 0 

Report  from  Committee  (S.)  on  Public  Lands  on  same  subject,  recommending  exemp- 
tions from  taxation  on  lands  hereafter  to  be  sold  in 2.") 

Relative  to  land  forfeited  for  non-compliance  with  terms  of  sale  in  Vincennes  district,  in         56 
Resolutions  and  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  the  relief  of  purchasers,  and  for 

reduction  in  price  of  public  lands  in 429 

Resolutions  relative  to  same 483 

Report  of  committee   (II.  R.)   for  compensation  for   a  reservation  under  treaty  with 

Miami  Indians 453 

Statement  of  Register  of  the  Trt'asur}-,  relative  to  forfeitures  on  account  of  sales  of 

lands  in 519 

Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  United  States  in 550 

Report  of  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lands  to  vest  fee-simple  in  school  land  in  trus- 
tees appointed  by  the  legislature  of 761 

Statement  of  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  of  land  relinquished,  land  paid  for,  and 
forfeitures  (under  acts  to  provide  for   exting'uishment  of  debt  due   by  purchasers) 

in. 170,  793-795 

Memorial  of  the  general  assembly  for  a  change  in  the  system  of  graduating  the  prices 

of  the  lands  for  sale  in 887,  888 

Resolution  of  same  for  power  to  sell   reserved  saline  lands  for  common  school  educa- 
tion          890 

Statement  of  expenses  of  selling  public  land  in 908 

Statement  of  net  amounts  of  lands  sold  and  purchase  money 909 

Statement  of  amounts  paid  and  balances  due 910 

Statement  of  amount  of  forfeitures,  &c 911 

Statement  of  quantity  of  land  purchased  and  survej-ed  by  United  States,  and  manner 

of  appropriation 912,  913 

Statement  of  unceded  Indian  lands  and  reservations 916 

Resolution  of  the  general  assembly  relative  to  purchasers  whose  lands  are  forfeited 

or  liable  to  forfeiture 921 

Same  for  authority  to  sell  in  fee  lands  within  the  State  reserved  for  use  of  schools.  .  .957,  958 

Indians. — Relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  title  of  Quapaw  Indians  to  land  in  Arkansas 1 

Relative  to  title  of  same  Indians  to  a  reservation  under  treaty  of  November  15,  1824.  .877-879 

Relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  in  Indiana , 6 

Relative  to  same  in  Mississippi 18 

Relative  to  an  Indian  grant  (to  Captain  Carver)  at  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  (report  of  commit- 
tee House  of  Representatives  and  documoils) 82-88 

Relative  to  compensation  for  a  reservation   sold  bj'  the  United  States  under  a  treaty 

with  the  Miami  Indians 453 

Relative  to  land  in  lieu  of  claim  covered  bj'  reservation  under  treaty  with  Creek  In- 
dians         455 

Relative  to  the  claims  of  Chetimaches  Indians  to  lands  in  Louisiana 497 

Relative  to  the  prevention  of  settlement  of  Creek  Indians  in  Alabama 529 

Relative  to  the  transfer  of  a  Cherokee  reservation 757 

Relative  to  relief  to  settlers  on  the  Choctaw  lands  east  of  the  Poteau  and  Kiamichc  and 

west  of  Choctaw  eastern  boundar}-  line  in  Arkansas 796 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands  on  same  subject 958-960 

Relative  to  application  of   half-breeds  of  Creek  nation  to  make  fee-simple  title  to  a 
reservation  of  land  under  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson.    List  of  claims  entered  under 

act  of  March  3,  1817 859,  860 

Statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  holding  Indian  treaties  from  1776  to  1825.  .  .  .        903 
Statement  of  estimated  quantity  of  unceded  lands  and  reservations  in  possession  of 

Indians  in  States  and  Territories  wherein  public  lands  are  situated 916 

Jmmdation.     (See  Lands — Surveys.) 

E. 

Kenlurki/. — Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  bj'  the  United  States  in 550 

Kinij,  Boltert. — Testimony  on  charges  against  Commissioner  of  the  (ieneral  Land  Office 928 

King,  Samuel  D. — Testimony  on  charges  against  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 928 
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Lands. — Relative  to  tho  cxt-ing-uishment  of  title  of  Quapaw  Indians  to  lands  in  Arkansas 1 

Relative  to  title  of  Quapaw  Indians  to  a  reservation  under  treaty  of  Nt)vcmber  15,  1824  .  877,  878 

Relative  to  bounty  lands  in  Arkansas 1 

Relative  to  the  postponement  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  and  pre-emptions  to  settlers  in 

tlie  counties  of  Decatur  and  Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Alabama 2 

Relative  to  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama  for  seats  of  justice 2,  3 

Regulations  and  instructions  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  granting  lands  under 

the  Spanish  government  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri 3,  4,  5 

Relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  in  Indiana 6 

Relative  to  taxing  land  after  sale  within  the  State  of  Indiana 6 

Report  of  Senate  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  same  subject 25 

Relative  to  the  compensation  of  registers  and  receivers  from  purchasers  of  public  lands     7-18 

Relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  land  in  Mississippi 18 

Relative  to  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  19 
Relative  to  the  selection  and  location  of  certain  public  lands  tor  the  use  of  schools 

in  Oliio 26 

Communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfBce,  containing  tabular 

statements  of  lands  surveyed  and  sold  and  remaining  unsold,  amount  of  purchase 

money,  &c 26 

Communication  from  War  Department  of  abstracts  of  the  number  of  warrants  issued 

for  military  bounty  land  for  services  during  late  war 30 

Communication  from  Treasury  Department,  relative  to  the  causes  of  delay  in  surveying 

jiublic  lands  and  private  land  claims  n(jrth  and  south  of  Red  river,  in  Louisiana. .  32 

Relative  to  new  locations  in  lieu  of  lots  in  New  Madrid  and   Little  Prairie  villages,  in 

Missouri,  injured  by  earthquakes,  act  of  February  17,  1815 39 

Report  of  Committee  (S.)  on  Public  Lands  on  same  subject,  (a  bill  supplementary  to 

act  of  1822  to  perfect  locations  and  sales  in  Missouri.) 

DOCUMENTS  WITH: 

Correspondence  between  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office  and  recorder  of  land  titles,  St. 

Louis;  opinion  of  Attorney  General,  (Mr.  Wirt;)  list  of  claimants  in  ivhose  favor 

new  locations  have  been  is.'wed;  letter  from  Thomas  Sloo,  jr 39-47 

Memorial  of  Missouri  relative  to  same  subject 155,  881 

Report  of  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Pulilic  Lands  on  same  subject,  in  case  of  Isidore  Moore  749 
Communications  from  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  Land  Office,  stating 

number  and  description  of  claims  on  which  patents  have  been  withheld 806-854 

Resolution  and  memorial  of  Ohio  for  a  law  to  dispose  of  lands  granted  for  the  use  of 

schools  in  fee,  and  invest  proceeds  in  sonic  permanent  fund 47-51 

Report  of  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Private  Land  Claims,  relative  to  land  forfeited  for  non- 
compliance with  terms  of  sale 56 

Relative  to  incomplete  title  to  land  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  Louisiana 56 

Relative  to  the  compensation  of  registers  and  receivers  on  account  of  tiie  purchase 

money  of  relinquished  lands 57 

Relative  to  the  reduction   of  the  number  of  land  i)fRces   by  consolidating  the  land 

districts 58 

Report  of  abstract  of  claims  to  land  founded  on  habitation  and  cultivation  in  West 

Florida 61-63 

Statement  of  quantity  of  land  surveyed,   sold,   and  remaining  unsold,  (furnished  by 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Hon  Mr.  Benton) 64 

Letter  from  Governor  Cass,  relative  to  copper  mine  lands  on  Lake  Superior 65 

Proposition  to  work  the  miiles 480 

Report  from  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  (message  and  docinnents,)  relative  to 

claims  to  certain  lauds  in  Ohio  between  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  under  act  of 

May  26,  1824. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

PresidenCs  message;  communications  from  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office;  report 
from  appravsers  of  value  of  lands,  exclusive  of  improvements;  letters  from  and  memo- 
rials of  claimants 66-8 1 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  relative  to  pre-emption  rights  in  Arkansas         82 

Report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  southwestern  land  district,  Louisiana,  relative 

to  claims  to  land  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers 89-152,  461-463 

Same,  relative  to  prolonging  the  time  for  locating  lands  within  the  Virginia  military 

district 153 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  against  giving  authority  to  claimants 

to  try  the  validity  of  their  titles  in  the  district  court  fur  the  district  of  Tennessee. .        147 

Memorial  of  Alabama  for  postponement  of  sale  of  relinquished  lands 147 

Memorial  of  Illinois  for  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  lands  in  that  State 148 

Communication  from  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  report  and  statement  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfiSce,  showing  emoluments  of  registers  and 
receivers 153,  154 

Communication  enclosing  list  of  names  of  persons  wlio  contracted  for  the  cultivation  of 

the  vine  and  olive 149-152 

Communication  transmitting  reports  from  commissioners,  relative  to  claims  and  titles 

to  land  in  East  and  West  Florida,  (in  Florida) 155-426 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R."*  oji  Public  Lands,  relative  to  same 454 
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Lands. — Report   of   ('omiiiitteo   (II.   I!.)  on    FiiMic    L;inils,    relati\o   to    lauds   tu   bo  taxed    by   llu' ^>       J 

States  after  sale  by  the  I'liiled  Slates 4'2<") 

Annual  reports  of  War  Department,  relative  to  bounty  land  warrants  issued  to  Xoveni- 

ber  22,  IS'lo,  182(1 427,  7'.l7 

Kelative   to   tlie    relief  of   pnreliasers   and   the   reduction   in    price   of  pulilic   lands    in 

Indiana 42'J,  483 

Iielative   to  actual  settlers,  and  for   copies  of  lield   notes,  plats,  itc,  <kc.,  of  the   public 

lands  in  Missouri 4:!0 

Kepurt  of  select  comuuttee,  (II.  K.,)   relative   to    Siianish  grant  of  lands   to   Mar(piis 

de  Maison  Kou.Lje,  on  the  Washita 431 

Same  as  to  lands  (Karon  de  Bastrop)  on  the  Duachita 4;i4 

Iielative  to  the  donation  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  uniting- Lake  Michigan 

and  Illinois  river 4157 

Conununieation  from  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and   report  of  register   and   receiver, 

relative  to  claims  for  land  in  the  St.  Ilelena  district,  Louisiana    438-445 

Communication  supplementary 473,  474 

Couununicatiou  from  Commissioner  of  Land  Office,  relative  to  sale  of  Moravian  (United 

Brethren)  lands  in  Ohio 447 

Relative  to  compensation  for  a  reservation  sold  by  the  United  States  under  treatj'  witli 

the  Miami  Indians 453 

Relative  to  compensation  for  a  reservation  sohl  by  the  United  States  under  treaty  with 

the  Creek  Indians 455 

Report  of  committee,  (H.  R.,)  relative  to  lands  ou  Bayou  Caillonx,  in  Louisiana 455 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

relative  to  lands  surveyed,  subject  to  sale,  sold,  and  renuiining  unsold 459,  400 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Conuuissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

relative  to  lands  subject  to  inundation 4tJl 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

on  claims  of  New  England,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia,  Mississippi   Land  Companies, 

(  Yazoo  claims) 465 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

oil  the  inexpediencj'  of  granting  to  settlers  benefit  of  growing  crops  and  rights  of 

Ijre-emption  to  relinquished  lands 468,  469 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

against  granting-  same  relief  to  purchasers  of  lands  in  Alabama  as  to  otliers  wlio 

availed  of  the  credit  system 409 

Relative  to  the  number  of  warrants  issued  to  the  officers   and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion        470,  471 

Application  of  Alabama  for  privilege  of  purchasing  four  sections  of  land  as  a  place  of 

retreat  for  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mobile 472,  473 

Report  of  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  relative  to  a  pre-emption  right  in  Micliigan       475 
Resolution  of  Louisiana  for  a  cession  of  a  lot  of  ground  in  New  Orleans  to  the  Bank  of 

Louisiana 476 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  purchase  of  Throgg's  Point 476 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  in  favor  of  exchanging  bounty  land, 

■'  utijit  for  cultivation  " 480 

Report  of  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

relative  to  relinquished  lands    481 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  against  providing  for  a  surveyor  general 

for  Michigan 483 

Application  to  locate  land  in  lieu  of  Spanish  grant  in  Louisiana 484 

Reports  relative  to  land  claims  in  Louisiana  under  act  of  May  11,  1820 488-518 

Reports  relative  to  forfeitures  which  have  accrued  from  sales 518,  519 

Message,  reports,  and  documents  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to 

the  lead  mines  and  salt  springs 519-527,  555-561,  800 

Memorial  of  Alabama  for  relief  of  purchasers,  reduction  of  price,  change  in  mode  of 

selling,  cession  of  certain  lands,  and  prevention  of  settlement  of  Creek  Indians  in 

the  State 528,  529 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  for  the  relinquishment  of  certain  lands 

to  Tennessee  for  education ■ 530-532 

Report  of  Treasury  Department,  relative  to  lands  surveyed  and  not  proclaimed  for  sale, 

and  moneys  received  at  certain  offices 533,  534 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  to  contirm  title  of  claimants  to  tract 

called  3nne  a  la  Jlotte 434,  535 

Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  the  United  States  in  the  several  States  since 

1776  542-551,  552-554 

Resolution  of  Rhode  Island  for  appropriation  of  her  proportion  of  lands  for  education 

fund 552 

Resolution  of  Louisiana  for  a  grant  of  lot  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  for  a  court 

and  school 561,  758 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  land  commissioners  on  claims  to  land  in 

East  Florida — defence  of  commissioner 501-748,  758-761 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on   Public  Lands,  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  sales  of 

lands  for  the  support  of  common  schools,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  States.      750-753 
Communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  relative  to  examiners  of  land  offices  and  receivers 753-755 

Memorial  of  Illinois  for  a  donation  within  the  saline  reserves  for  a  seat  of  justice  in 

Gallatin  county,  and  a  remonstrance  against  same 755,  756 

.    ;   .  . ..       Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  against  the  transfer  of  a  Cherokee  reser- 
vation         157 
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Lands. — Memorial  of  Louisiana  for  grants  of  land  for  a  seminary,  and  repairing  a  levee  at  Point 

Coupee 751,  758 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  K.)  on  Public  Lands,  against  the  expediency  of  relief  to  pur- 
chasers by  admitting  tlie  retention  of  a  portion  of  the  land 761 
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dispose  of  lands  granted  for  the  use  of  schools  in  fee,  and  to  invest  proceeds  in 
some  permanent  fund 47-51 

Report  from  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  {message  and  documents,)  relative  to 
claims  to  certain  lands  between  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  (under  act  of  May 
20,  1824,)  in ".    60-81 

Report  from  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  Mora- 
vian lands  in 447 

Statement  of  Register  of  the  Treasury,  relative   to  forfeitures  on  acconnt  of  sales  of 

lands  in 519 

Statement  of  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  land  relinquished,  land  paid  for, 
and  forfeitures  (nnder  acts  to  provide  for  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by  pur- 
chasers) in 770.  793-795 

Report  from  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  to  quiet  titles   to  land  by  purchasers 

and  holders  of  Virginia  military  warrants,  between  Roberts'  and  Ludlow's  lines,  in.        771 

Memorial  of  residents,  with  respect  to  conflicting  claims  in 900 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  to  antliorizo  location  of  a  Virginia  war- 
rant on  United  States  lands  in 181 

Statement  relative  to  the  true  boundaries  of  the  Virginia  bounty  lands  in  Ohio,  and 

claims  within  the  same 785-788 

Resolution  of  the  general  assembly  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  education  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb 889 

Statement  of  expenses  of  selling  public  lands  in 908 

Statement  of  net  amounts  of  lands  sold  and  purchase  money 909 

Statement  of  amounts  paid  and  balances  due 910 

Statement  of  amount  of  forfeitures,  &c    911 

Statement  of  quantity  of  land  purchased  and  surveyed  by  the  United  States,  and  man- 
ner of  appropriation : . .  . .        912 

Statement  of  unceded  Indian  lands  and  reservations 916 
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Ohio. — Memorial  of  the  general   assembly  to  grant  the  State  its  just  proportion  of  lands  for  the 

use  of  schools 961,  962 

Ohio  CompaHj/.— Statement  of  special  sales  of  lands,  prior  to  organization  of  land  offices,  to  the 909 

Opelousaa.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Ordnance  department. — Communications  relative  to  lead  mines  and  salt  springs,  and  lead  ore  lands, 

from  the 521-527,  555-561,  800,  806 

Ouachila.     (See  Louisiana.)  .    . 

P. 

Patents.     (See  Lands.) 

Parker,  William. — Statement  of  account  of  John  Wilson 934 

Pearl  river.     (See  Louisiana — 3Iississi])j)i.) 

Permsijlvania — Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  bj'  United  States  in 547,  553,  554 

Statement  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  forfeitures  arising  from  sales  of  lands  at 

Pittsburg,   1796 .' 519 

Statement  of  lands  sold,  1787,  at  Pittsburg 796 

Statement  of  special  sales  of  lands  prior  to  the  organization  of  land  offices  in 909 

P.ensacola. — Report  of  abstracts  to  claims  founded  on  grants  from  Spanish  and  British  governments 

to  lots  in 186-198,  207,  208-225 

Same,  founded  on  sales  at  aucti<in , 226 

Same,  founded  on  sales  of  the  cabildo  and  gratuitous  concessions 229-251 

Peyton,  John  B. — Statements  relative  to  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office 942,  943 

Pittsburg. — Statement  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  forfeitures  arising  from  sales  of 

land  made  in  179fi  at 519 

Statement  of  lands  sold,  1787,  at 796 

Statement  of  special  sales  prior  to  the  organization  of  land  offices 909 

Plaquemines,  jMi-ish  of.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Pre-emptions. — Memorial  of  Alabama  to  grant  certain  settlers  on  public  lands,  for  seats  of  justice, 

rights  of 2,  3 

Report  from  Committee   (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  relative  to  pre-emption  rights  in 

Arkansas 82 

Report  relative  to  relinquished  lands  and 468 

Report  relative  to  pre-emf)tion  (  Charles  Nohle\^)  right  in  Michigan 475 

Report  to  give  certain  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers  in  St.  Helena  district,  Louisiana.  .        804 
Report  against  application  of  an  assignee  of  a  certificate  of  a  pre-emption  right,  to 

change  his  entry 858 

Memorial  of  Missouri  to  extend  rights  of  pre-emption  in  cases  where  improvements  have 

been  made 881 

Same,  f(jr  a  right  of  pre-emption  in  favor  of  Massey  and  James 890 

(See  Lands.) 
President  of  the  United  Stales. — Message  transmitting  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
respect  to   contracts  for    surveying   the   public  lands  in  Illinois,   Missouri,   and 
Arkansas. 

DOCUMENTS    TVITH: 

Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  surveyor  general,  deputy  surveyors,  list  of 
contracts,  comparative  statement  of  United  States  and  French  measures,  forms  of  in- 
struclions,  and  forms  cf  agreement,  d-c,  d-c 19-25 

Message  transmitting  statements  from  the  War  Department  of  number  of  warrants  issued 
for  military  bounty  lands  for  services  in  the  late  war. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

A.  B.  Abstracts  of  number  of  icarranfs  issued  to  November  22,  1824 30,  31,  32 

Message  transmitting  report  of  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office,  relative  to  the 
valuation  of  lands  in  Ohio  between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts. 

DOCUMENTS    -WITH: 

Li.itructions  by  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
appraise  and  ascertain  the  value  of  the  said  lands,  and  their  report ;  corre.y>ondence 
between  .'^ame  and  claimants  ;  opinion  of  Supreme  Court 66-69 

Message  transmitting  report  of  the  Secreturj-  of  War  of  the  number  of  land  warrants 
issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

DOCUMENTS  WITH: 

Statement  of  bounty  land  office  of  number  of  warrants  and  aci'es. 
Statement  of  General  Land  Office. 

1.  Shows  number  of  acres  apjiropriated  and  not  located. 

2.  Numlier  of  warrants  issued  and  unlocated,  and  quantity  of  land. 

3.  Number  and  amount  of  xvarrantsis.'iued  and  patented 470,  471 

Message  transmitting  reporta  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  of  War,  and  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  relating  to  the  lead  mines  and  salt  springs. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

Sta/emenis  of  Begisler  of  the  Treasury,  A,  B,  C,  D,  cf  the  amounts  paid  on  account  of  the 
.•II'  III-  mid  /rod  mines  nid.-  the    ]]'abn.<h,  in  31i.-<.<ouri,  and  in  the  Stetdienville  di.'^tricf. 

L-dler.--  and  rrport.-<  Innn  Itiv  Ordnance  diparlment  and  Jroin  the  Superintendent,  irilh  .•■tale- 

ments  and  abstracts 519-527,  655-661 
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President  of  the  United  Sla/ex — Contimipii. 

Messag-o  rclatinp:  tn  purchases  of  real  estate  by  tlic  United  States  within  the  limits  of  the 
States  sinee  HTti. 

Doci'MEXTS  with: 

Page. 

Beports  of  Secretary  of  War  and  Chi<f  Enginrer. 

Talnd^  statements 542-551 

Jieport  of  Secretary  of  Xavy. 

Tabular  statement , 552-554 

Message  transmit  ting  report  of  t  lie  Seeretary  of  War,  showinp  number  of  persons  engaged 
in  working  lead  mines  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  quantity'  of  mineral  and  lead,  &c..  &c. 

DoccMicxTs  with: 

Report  from  the  Ordnance  department. 

Letter  from  the  siipei-intendent  of  the  hvd  mines  at  St.  Louis 799-802 

Message  transmitting  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  showing 

quantities  and  localities  of  lands  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  unfit  for  cultivation. 
Doci'MEN'Ts  with: 

^•I.  B.  Report  and  tabular  .stalenwnt  of  surveyor 885-887 

Message  transmitting  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  tiie  purchase  of 

lands  from  the  Indians,  surveys,  quantities  of  sales,  expenses,  amounts  paid,  due, 

and  forfeited,  since  the  declaration  of  independence. 

DnccMENTS  with: 

Statement  of  the  Begi.-<ter  cf  the  Trea.-iury. 

1.  L.rpenditures  of  holding  Lndian  treaties. 

2.  Expxnses  of  surveys. 

3.  Expenses  of  selling. 

4.  Sjyecial  sales. 

5.  Quantity  sold  in  each  State,  and  amount. 

6.  Amount  jyaid  by  jyurchasers  and  balances  due. 
"t.  Amount  forfeited. 

Statements  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

A.   Quantity  of  land  purchased  and  surveyed,  and  eslimated  quantity  remaining  unsold. 

Tables  from  Ko.  1  to  iVo.  10,  shouing  the  quantity  of  land  purcha.icd  and  manner  of  its 

appropjeialion  in   Ohio,   Lndiana,  Illinois,   3Iichigan,   3Iissouri,  Artansas,   Louisiana, 

Missis.<:ippi,  Alaliama,  and  Florida. 
Table  showing  estimated  quantity  of  iniccded  lands  and  reservations  in  possession  of  Lidians 

in  the  several  States ." ". 902-916 

Copy  of  proclamation  for  sale  of  certain  lots  in  New  Orleans  and  on  the  Bayou  Gros 

Tele 933,  943 

Public  lands.     {See  Lands.) 

Purchasers  cf  public  lands.     (See  Lands.) 

a. 

Quapiaw  Lidians. — Relative  to  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in  Arkansas 1 

Relative  to  their  title  to  a  certain  reservation  in  Arkansas  under  treaty  of  November  15, 

1824 877-879 

Relative  to  treaty  of  August  24,  1815,  with  them 958 

R. 

Real  estate  pwrc/wspff  by  the   United   States. — Messages,  reports,  and   tabular   statements,  relative 

to 542-551,  552-554 

Red  river.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Relinquished  lands. — Relative  to  the  forms  of  relinquishment 7-18 

Memorial  of  Alabama  for  postponement  of  sale  of  relinquished  lands 147 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  expediency  of  granting  to  settlers  benefit 

of  growing  crops  and  rights  of  pre-emption  to 468,  469 

Statement  of  percentage   to  registers   and   receivers  on  the  amount  of  the  purchase 

money  of 57 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  the  number  of  acres, 
amount  of  purchase  monej',  and  average  price  per  acre,  under  acts  of  1821,  1822, 
1823,  and  1824 .   481,  482 

Report  of  the  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  against  the  expediency  of  relief  of 

purchasers  bj'  admitting  the  retention  of  a  portion  of  the  land 761 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  provide  against  frauds  in  the  resale  of.  .    766-768 

Report  of  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice,  exhibiting  quantity  of  land 
relinquished,  land  complete! v  paid  for,  and  forfeitures  under  acts  of  May  18,  1824, 
July  1,  1820,  and  May  10,  1800 769,  770,  793-795 

Application  of  debtors  in  Alabama  with  respect  to 804,  805 

Registers  and  receivers. — Communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands,  with  respect  to  the  compensation  of 7 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

1.  Letter  on  same  subject  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

2.  Extract  from  circular'to,  and  abstracts  of  letters  from. 

3.  In.'structions  to,  lic,  (£c. 

4.  Forms  of  relinquishment  and  declaration 7-8 

Communication  fnim  the  Gomniissioiier  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relative  to  their  com- 
pensation, with  statement  of  a  percentage  on  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of 
relinquished  lands 57 


INDEX  TO  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Page. 

Begisters  and  receivers — Continued. 

Report  of  register  and  receiver  of  the  soutliwe.stern  land  district,  relative  to  claims  to 

land  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  in  Louisiana 89-152 

Report,  &c.,  showing  the  emoluments  of 158,  154 

Report,  &c.,  of  the  St.  Helena  district  of  claims  to  land  in  said  district,  Louisiana .  .  .    438,  445 

Report,  supplementary ■  •  • 473,  474 

Report,  &c.,  showing  land  claims  in  "West  Florida 446-453 

Report  of  register,  Opelousas,  relative  to  land  claims  in  Louisiana  under  supplement 

to  act  of^May  H,  1820 489-518 

Letter  of  instructions  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  receivers 

for  transporting  and  depositing  funds 754 

Letter  from  the  register  and  receiver,  St.  Stephen's,  relative  to  frauds  in  the  resale  of 

relinquished  lands "JG? 

Statement  exhibiting  state  of  their  accounts 789 

Statement  of  their  emoluments,  &c 906 

Regider  of  the  Treasury. — Statement  of  forfeitures  which  have  accrued  from  sales  of  land.  .  .      518,  519 

Statement  relative  to  lead  mines  and  salt  springs 520,  521 

Statement  of  emoluments  of  registers  and  receivers,  exclusive  of  salary 774-780 

Statement  of  compensation  of  surveyors  and  their  clerks 874-876 

Statement  relative  to  Illinois  reserved  salines 898' 

Statement  exhibiting  expenditures  of  holding  Indian  treaties,  expenses  of  surveys,  of 

sales,  of  quantities  sold,  amounts  paid  and  due,  and  forfeitures 903 

Letters  in  connexion  with  the  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office 934-957 

lie.volulion,  officers  and  soldiers  of  the.     (See  Lands — President  of  the  United  Slates.) 

Rhode  Mancl. — Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  the  United  States  in 545 

Resolution  of  legislature  for  appropriation  of  her  proportion  of  public  lands  for  educa- 
tional fund 552 

Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivei's.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Robinson,  William  W. — Letters  relative  to  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office 937,  938 

Roberts  and  Ludlow.     (See  Ohio  lands — President  of  the  United  States.) 

s. 

St.   Carlos  dc  Barrancas. — Abstract  to  claims  founded  on  ]iermits  of  improvement  to  lots  in 225 

St.  Helena. — Report  of  register  and  receiver  of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 438-445 

Supplementary 473,  474 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of       765 

Report  of  same,  with  respect  to  certain  pre-emptions 804 

(See  Louisiana — Lands.)  .         .  •■      •  : 

St.  Louis  land  district.     (See  Cape  Girardeau — Mi.ssouri.) 

Saline  land. — Memorial  of  Illinois  for  power  to  sell  part  of  the  reserved 888 

Report  of  committee  (H.  R.)  {and  documents)  on  same  subject 896-899 

Resolution  of  Indiana  for  same  power 890 

(See  Lead  mines — Lands.) 
Salt  springs.     (See  Lead  mines — Saline  lands.) 
School  lands.     (See  Lands — Schools.) 

Schools. — Relative  to  the  selection  and  location  of  certain  public  lands  in  Ohio  for  the  use  of 26 

Resolution  and  memorial  of  Ohio,  for  a  law  to  dispose  of  lands  in  fee  and  invest  pro- 
ceeds in  some  permanent  fund  for  the  use  of 47-51 

Resolution  of  Rhode  Island  for  appropriation  of  her  proportion  of  land  for  an  education 

fund 552 

Resolution  of  Louisiana  for  a  grant  of  a  lot  in  the  parish  of  Plaquemines  for  a  court 

and  school 561,  758 

Report  of  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  net  proceeds 

of  the  sales  of  lands  to  be  apportioned  among  the  States  for  the  use  of  common     750-753 

Memorial  of  Louisiana  for  a  grant  of  land  at  Point  Coupee  for  a  seminary 757,  758 

Memorial  of  Louisiana  to  vest  fee-simple  in  school  lands  in  Indiana,  in  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature 761 

Memorial  of  Louisiana  to  authorize  the  legislative  council  of  Michigan  to  lease  school 

lands  for  four  years 762 

Resolution  of  Ohio  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. .        889 
Resolution  of  Indiana  for  power  to  sell  reserved  saline  lands  for  common  school  educa- 
tion          890 

Memorial  of  Missouri  for  power  to  select  and  locate  certain  lands  for  a  seminary 890 

Resolution  of  Alabama  for  power  to  sell  in  fee  section  sixteen  of  each  township  for  the 

use  of 891 

Resolution  of  Alabama  for  a  donation  to  Lafayette  Academy 892,  893 

Resolution  of  Indiana  for  authority  to  sell  in  fee  lands  within  the  State  reserved  for 

schools 957,  958 

Resolution  of  Alabama  to  quiet  possession   to  purchasers  of  lands  patented  to  the 

University  of  Alabama 961 

Resolution  of  Ohio  to  grant  the  State  its  just  proportion  of  lands  for  the  use  of  schools     961,  962 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.     (See  Navy  Department.) 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     (See  Treasury,  Department  of.) 
Secretary  of  War.     (See  War  Department.) 

Settlers  on  public  lands.     (Sec  Lands.)  _  , 

Society  of  the  United  Brethren.     (See  M(yravian  lands.)  '  ■ 
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Soulli  Carolina. — Statciiieut  nf  iv;il  estate  pureliased  by  United  States  in fi-iO 

SjMin. — Keg'ulatidiis  for  tlie  f;Tantini;-  of  land  under  tiie  Spanish  governnient  of  Louisiana,  and  X\i. 
(iallatin's  instructions  to  the  hmd  eoniinissioners  in   Louisiana  and  Missuuii. 
nociMKNTs   wini: 

L  liC(ju!aliont<  for  c/ranliiif/  of  /and. 

'2.  Jtiyulaliona  for  llir  al/olmcnl  of  la>iil.-<. 

3.  General  rcgukilion.f  and  in.f/ruclion.f.  * 

4.  Inslruction.f  jbr  the  commissions  appointed  to  a.-<certaiii  titles  and  elaims,  jn-ejiarcd  b»/ 

the  Secrelarij  of  the  Trcasurij 3,  4,  5,  6 

Report  from  Coinmittoe  (IL  ]\.)  on  I'rivate  Land  Chiinis,  on  chiim  (Celeste  Soileauj  under 

Spanish  grant  in  Louisiana 81 

Report  of  commissioners  upon  ehiims  to  h\nds  under  tlie  Spanish  and  ]?ritish  govorn- 

ments  in  East  and  West  Florida 1;'JG-42G 

Report  of  select  conunittec   (IL   R.)   relative  to  Spanish  grant  to   lands  (Maniuis  de 

Maison  Rouge )  on  the  Washita 431 

Same,  as  to  lands  (Baron  de  Bastrop )  on  the  Ouachita 434 

Report  of  register  and  receiver,  of  claims  relative  to  lands  in  the  St.  Helena  district,  in 

Louisiana,  under  Spanish,  French,  and  British  grants 438-445 

Report  of  Conunittec  (IL  R.)  on  I'rivate  Land  Claims,  relative  to  land  (Louis  de  la 

Hous.<:ai/eJ  on  Bayou  Cailloux,  in  Louisiana,  under  Spanish  grant 455,  456 

Application  (John  JIatluncs )  to  locate  land  on  the  Bayou  BLCuf,  Rapides  parish,  in  lieu 

of  a  Spanish  grant,  in  Louisiana 484 

Register  of  claims  to  land  in  East  Florida  derived  from  Spain,  by  written  evidence, 

undcli'.ied  in  quantity 573 

(See  Lands.) 

Sujx'rior. — Letter  from  tJovernor  Cass,  relative  to  copper  mine  lands  on  Lab: Go 

Proposition  to  work  the  mines 480 

SujXi-intcndent  of  mineral  lands.     (See  Ordnance  department.) 

Surveys. — Relative  to  contracts  for  surveying  public  lands  in  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas.  ...  19 

Tabular  statements  of  lands  surveyed,  sold,  and  remaining  unsold 2G 

Relative  to  the  causes  of  delay  in  surveying  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  mirth 

and  south  of  Red  river,  in  Louisiana 32 

Statement  of  land  surveyed,  sold,  and  remaining-  unsold,  (furnished  by  Commissioner  to 

Ron.  Mr.  Benton  j 64 

Statement  from  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Conmiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Otiice .  456,  460 
Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  relative  to  lands  unsurveyed  subject  tt.i 

inundation 461 

Report  of  Treasury' Department,  relative  to  lands  surveyed  and  not  proclaimed  for  sale.        533 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relative  to  the  public 191,  192 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Cieneral  Land  Ollice,  relative  to  causes  which  have 

delayed  surveys  south  of  the  thirty-lirst  degree  of  north  latitude  in  Mississippi, 

Louisiana,  and  Alabama 854-856 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relative  to  the  surveys  of  lands 

unfit  for  cultivation  in  Missouri  and  Illinois 855,  856 

Statement  of  expenses  of  surveying  lands,  and  salaries  of  surveyors  and  clerks  ....  904,  905 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  lands  surveyed,  &c 908,  915 

Surveyors.     (See  Lands — Sui'veyor  general — Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.) 

Surveijor  general  for  Michigan. — Adverse,  to  provide  for 483 

Compensation  of  survcj'ors  and  their  clerks 874-876 

Surveyor  general  south  (f  Tennessee. — Letter  from,  relative  to  the  salaries  of  surveyors 904,  905 

Duties  of  the  deputy  surveyor  cast  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans 893 

(See  Lands — Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office — Surveys.) 
Suspended  patents.     (See  Lands — Treasury  DejMrtment.) 
Symmes,  John  Cleves. — Statement  of  special  sales  of  lands,  prior  to  organization  of  land  offices,  to.        909 

T. 

Ta.res. — Relative  to  exemption  of  public  lands  frcmi  taxation  after  sale  in  Indiana 6 

Report  of  Committee  (S.)  on  Public  Lands,  on  same  subject 25 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  relative  to  taxation  of  lands  by  the  St'ates 

after  sale  by  the  LTnited  States 426 

Relative  to  confirmation  of  titles  to  land  claims  sold  for  taxes  in  St.  Helena  district, 

Louisiana 838-440 

Report  of  Committee  (H.  R.)  on  Territories,  proposing  plan  for  redemption  of  lands 

sold  for  taxes  in  the  Territories 768,  769 

(See  Lands.) 
Tennessee. — Report  from  committee  (H.  R.)  for  the  relinquishment  of  certain  vacant  lands  for  pur- 
poses of  education  to 530-532 

Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  United  States  in 550 

Letter  relative  to  the  duties  of  deputy  surveyor  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans  from 

the  surveyor  general  south  of. 893-895 

Territories. — Plan  for  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  in  the 768,  769 

(See  iMuds.) 

Throgg's  Point. — Relative  to  the  purchase  of 476 

Treasury,  DejMrtment  of  the. — Communications  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  instructions  for 
the  comnnssioners  appointed  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  lands  under  the 

Spanish  government  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri .'*. .  5 

On  the  subject  of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  with  respect  to  compensation  of  regis- 
ters and  receivers 7 

Relative  to  contracts  for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas.         19 
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Treaswy,  Depmime.nt  of  the. — Communications  from  the  Secretary — Continued. 

As  to  the  causes  which  have  retarded  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  north  and  south 
of  Red  river. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

Report  from.  Co7nmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office;  extracts  of  letters  to  and  from  same, 
and  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee;  surveyor  general,  Mississippi;  register  land  office, 
Neiv  Orlemis;  principal  deputy  and  deputy  surveyor.  New  Orleans 32-38 

Relative  to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  the  land  offices  by  consolidating  the  land 
districts. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

Communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office;  A.  Statement  exhibit- 
ing periods  when  districts  ivere  established,  quantity  of  land  surveyed  and  sold,  and 
balances  due  from  individuals,  &c.;  B.  Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  certain 
land  offices 58-61 

Transmitting  re})orts  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  southwestern  land  district  in 
Louisiana,  relative  to  claims  of  land  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers, 
with  abstract  of  number  of  claims 89-152 

Report  and  statement  from  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  showing  the  emolu- 
ments of  registers  and  receivers  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1824 153 

List  of  persons  who  contracted  for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  with  the  allot- 
ment of  land 149-152 

Relative  to  claims  to  lands  in  East  and  West  Florida. 

DOCUMENTS     WITH: 

Rqiort  from  commissioners  "for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  ivithin  the  district  of 
West  Florida  f  and 

1.  A  general  report  upion  Spanish  claims. 

2.  A  general  report  upon  large  claims. 

3.  A  .special  report  on  claims  undefined  in  quantity  and  those  exceeding  8,500  acres. 

i.  Abstracts  of  lists  of  claims  confirmed  and  rejected,  d-c 155-426 

OTHER    DOCUMENTS    W'lTH: 

1.  Special  rqjort  oil  claims  exceeding  3,500  acres. 

2.  Same,  on  claims  emanating  from  British  and  Spanish  governments. 
3-  Abstract  and  report  on  claims  to  lots  in  St.  Carlos  de  Barrancas. 

4.  Abstract  and  report  on  sale  al  auction  rejected  by  commissioners. 

5.  Abstract  and  report  on  claims  to  lots  in  public  square  in  Pensacola. 

6.  Ab.'itract  and  report  on  British  claims. 

7.  General  abstract  and  repiort  on  claims 199,  426 

Report  of  commissioners  that  they  cannot  complete  their  duties  as  to  East  Florida  claims  in 

the  time  limited  by  act  of  February,  1824 255 

Minutes  of  proceedings  of  commissioners 397-426 

Report  of  register  and  receiver,  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  St.  Helena  district,  Louisiana. 

DOCUMENTS     WITH: 

A.  List  of  claims  founded  on  complete  Spanish  titles. 

B.  List  of  claims  founded  on  incomplete  titles  derived  from  French,  British,  or  Spanish 

authorities;  and  on  claims  sold  for  taxes. 

C.  Claims  to  land  founded  on  British  iMtents. 

D.  Licomplete  titles,  tvhich  ought  not  to  be  confirmed. 

E.  Settlement  claims 438-445 

Report  from  register  and  receiver,  western  district,  on  claims  to  lands  in  West  Florida .  446,  453 
Report  and  statement  of  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  quantity  of  land 

surveyed  and  subject  to  sale,  quantity  sold,  and  remaining  unsold 457,  458 

Supplementary  report  of  register  and  receiver  to  claims  to  lands  in  the  St.  Helena  dis- 
trict, Louisiana. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

A.  B.  Absti-acts  of  orders  of  survey 473,  474 

Statement  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  lands  relinquished, 

number  of  acres,  amount  of  purchase  money,  and  average  price 480,  481 

Letter  of  Commissioner,  and  report  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  Lou- 
isiana, under  supplement  to  act  of  May  11,  1820,  for  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 

Louisiana 488-518 

Report  and  statement  of  forfeitures  accrued  from  sales  of  lands 518,  519 

Report  relative  to  the  lead  mines  and  salt  springs 520,  521 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  statements  A.  B.  of  surveys 
of  lands  not  proclaimed  for  sale,  and  of  moneys  received  at  certain  offices  from 

1822  to  1825 533 

Reports,  registers  of  claims,  and  minutes  of  board  of  commissioners  on  land  claims  in 

East  Florida 561-748 

Relative  to  the  examinations  of  land  offices  and  to  the  compensation  of  receivers  for 

transporting  funds,  and  enclosing  copy  of  instructions  to  examiner 753-755 

Relative  to  providing  against  frauds  in  the  resale  of  relinquished  lauds. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

Letters  from  Commissioner,  register  and  receiver  at  St.  Stephen's,  Secretary  Crawford,  G.  W. 

Owen 766,  768 

Statement  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  amount  of  compensation  aljowed  registers 
:.:  .    .;  and  receivers,  exclusive  of  salary 773-780 
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Treagurtj  Department. — Commuuicatiniis  from  the  Secretary  of  the — Couliimcil. 

Statements  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Onicc  of  Ihe  nnmlii-r  ami  de- 
scription of  hind  claims  in  Missom"i  and  Arkansas  u[)iiu  which  |iatiMils  have  hccn 
held. 

DOCUMENTS  wrrn: 

Isl  cla.HS. — Statetnent  of  ca.-.rs  in  whieh  palent.f  have  been  icilhhehl  in  ramfequenre  a/"  tlie 
land  claimed  to  be  patented  containing  mineral 

2d  class. — Statement  of  ca.fes  arisinij  under  art  of  Feliruanj  17,  1815,  for  tlie  relief  af  jirr- 
sons  stijfering  by  earthqualv.f. 

3d  cla.'is. — iSlatement  of  ease.f  in  ichicli  jjalents  liare  been  ■<iispended  fur  elninirt  siijipo^ed  to 
have  been  confirmed  under  act  (if  April  li,  1814. 

4//i  class. — Statement  of  ca.'^es  (if  suspension,  where  i-eeorder's  certificate  daes  not  c(irrespoud 
xcith  ori(jtnal  report.     liep(jrts  of  superintendent  of  lead  mines. 

Opinions  of  Attorney  (j'eneral S0('i-854 

Eeport  of  tlie  dimnussioner  of  tlie  General  Laml  (_)Hici'  of  canscs  whii-h  have  ddayi'd 
surveys  south  oi'  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitudr  iu  Mississijipi,  Louisiana,  and 
Alabanui 804-856 

Statements  of  Commissioner  of  lands  in  Missouri  reserved  from  sale  on  ai;count  of  salt 

springs 857,  858 

Statement  of  compensatii.m  of  surveyors  and  their  clerks 874-870 

Decision  relative  to  a  reservation  of  land  of  the  Quapaw  Indians  under  treaty  of  No- 
vember 15,  1824 " 878 

Report  of  Commissioner  relative  to  the  true  construction  of  act  of  February  17,  1815, 
f  )r  the  relief  of  suflerers  by  earthquakes  in  Missouri. 

DOCl'MF.XTS  WITH: 

Letters  from  Josiah  lleigs,  E.  Q.  Honts;  opinion  of  Attorney  General  Wirt ;  statement  of 

cases .' "883-885 

Copies  of  charges  by  Jolin  AVilson  against  (icorge  Davis 045 

u. 

Upper  Mississippi. — Report  relative  to  the  lead  mines  on  the 560 


Vermont. — Statement  of  real  estate  purchased  by  the  United  States  in 544 

Vine  and  olive — List  of  the  names  of  persons   (with  allotment  of  lands)  who  contracted  for  the 

cultivation  of  the 149-152 

Virr/inia. — Report  from  Committee  (11.  R.)  on  Public  Lands,  relative  to  prolonging  the  time  for 

locating  lands  within  the  military  district  of 153 

Statement  of  real  estate  purcliased  by  the  United  States  in 548,  554 

Report  from  Committee  (II.  R.)  on  Private  Land  Claims,  on  claim  for  indemnity  for  loss 

by  defect  of  title  iu  the  militarj-  reserve  of. 703 

Report  from  Committee  (H.  R.)  on   Public  Lands,  to  quiet  titles   to  purchasers   and 

holders  of  Virginia  military  warrants  of  lands  between  Roberts'  and  Ludlow's  lines       771 
Report  from  same,  to  authorize  location  of  a  Virginia  military  warrant  on  lands  of  the 

United  States  in  Ohio * 781,  782,  784 

Statement  relative  to  the  true  boundaries  of  the  militarj-  bounty  lands  in  Ohio 785-788 

(See  Lands.) 
Vii-ginia  military  land  icarrants.     (See  Virginia — Lands.) 

w. 

Wailes,  Levin. — Iietters  relative  to  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. .  934,  930 
TT'ar  Department. — Communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  relative  to  military  bounty  lands. 

DOCUMENTS    WITH: 

A.  Abstract  (f  whole  number  (f  icarrants  issued  to  November  22,  1824. 

£.  Same  for  the  year  ending  Novi'mlier  22,  1824 30,  31 

Jlelalive  to  same  for  the  year  ending  November  22,  1825 427,  428 

Relative  to  the  number  of  warrants  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution..  .  .        470 
Relative  to  purchase  of  Throgg's  Point,  on  Long  Island  sound. 

DOCUMENTS  wmi: 

Engineer's  n^ports;  corre.'ipondence  with  the  owner 470-479 

Relative  to  the  lead  mines  and  salt  springs 521,  555 

Relative  to  purchases  of  real  estate  by  the  LTnited  Stales  since  1770 542 

Relative  to  the  lead  mines  in  Illinois  and  Missouri 799 

Relative  to  settlers  on  lands  in  Arkansas  under  Choctaw  treaty  of  October  8,  1820.  .  .959,  960 

Warrants.     (See  Lands — President  of  the  Unitc-d  States — Bounty  lands.) 

Washita.     (See  Louisiana.) 

Wilson,  John,  dejmty  surveyor. — Testimony  on  his  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office '. ." 924 

His  charges,  &c.,  against  George  Graham,  Commissioner 930 

Same,  against  George  Davis,  surveyor  south  of  Tennessee 932 

Communications  on  same  subjects 938,  939 

VOL.  IV 123  c 
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Wikon,  Hon.  John,  member  of  Co/igrress.— Testimony  on  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the 

General  Land  Office 925 

Winter,  Gc*nW.— Statements  relative  to  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gener'ai  Land 

Office OQiT 

Wood,  G^eorgre.— Testimony  on  charges  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  General'  Land  Office . . . .' .  927,  929 

Y. 

Yazoo  claims. — Decree  of  commissioners  relative  to , 455 

(See  Georgia. ) 
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Aairs,  W.,  W.  Stewart,  for  J.  W.  Ba.xtor, 

assitrnee  of 441 

Acken,  Thomas 514 

Acosta,  Domingo 565,  575,  605 

Acosta,  Margaret 408,  425 

Acosta,  Maria  D 188 

Acosta,  Mary 415,  426 

Adams,  Stephen 197 

Adamson,  James 567 

Addison,  John 565,  577,  604 

Adkins,  Advill,  heirs  of 440 

Adle,  Baptiste 134 

Adle,  John 109,  143 

Adley,  Andre,  et  d 100,  144 

Adley,  Baptiste 131,  145 

Aguilar,  Francisco 411 

Aguilar,  Thomas  dc 258,  352,  398 

Aguilera,  Marias 186,  443 

Alba,  Pedro,  sr 177,  18.5,  198 

Alba,  Pedro,  jr 127,  177 

Alba,  Peter 191,  198 

Albo,  Pedro  D 196 

Alcover,  James 43 

Aldereta,  Jtian 490,  513 

Alexander,  James 397 

Alexander,  Juan  B 182 

Alexander,  William  V.,  ti  al 112 

Alexander,  Walter  B 807 

Alford,  Julius 444 

Alford,    Needum,    Nicholas    Jackson,     as- 
signee of 131,  145 

Allain,  Joseph 151 

AUard,  Henry 150 

Allan,  Francis 40 

Alleck,  John  B 211,  224 

Allen,  Juan 439 

Allonard  &  Achard 152 

Alma,  Anselme 150 

Alris,  Lcttricus 116,  145 

Alston,  Lewis 474 

Alvarez,  Jose 631 

Alvarez,  Antonio 414 

Ameliii,  Manuel 808 

Andante,  Francisco 37 

Andrew,  John,  widow  and  heirs  of 624 

Anderson,    James,    John    Armstrong,     as- 
signee of 99,  144 

Anderson,  John    807 

Anderson,  Joseph 879 

Anderson,  Thomas 441 

Anderson,  William  P 182,  188,  196,  226 

Andrew,  Antonio,  assignee  of  Lorenzo  Ca- 

pello 402,  565,  566,  577,  605 

Andrews,  Francisco 408 

Andrew,  Robert,  heirs  of 577,  583,  584 

Andrew,  J(jhn 490 

Andrew,  Juan,  widow  and  heirs  of 580 

Andrews,  Rafael 408,  565 
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Andrew,  Thomas 606,  607,  608 

Andrus,  John 490 

Andrus,  Martha,  et  al 138,  146 

Andrus,  Solomon,  representatives  of 495 

Andrus,  William,  Resin  Bordic,  assignee  of.        139 

Anduze,  Matthew  Bernard 150 

Aiigeli,  Iliacinthe 150 

Antonie, 151 

Arambide,  John  X 401 

Arcenean,  Cyprien 491 

Arias,  Manuel 193 

Armas,  Christoval  de 189 

Armas,  Joseph  II.  de 194 

Arms,  Thomas 64 

Armstrong,  John,  assignee  of  Charles  Cur- 
tis        96,  144 

Armstrong,  John,  assignee  of  James  Ander- 
son       99,  144 

Arnau,  James 584 

Arnau,  Estevan 260 

Arnaud,  Cammille 152 

Arambide,   John   X.,    Archibald   Clark,    as- 
signee of 401,  707 

Arambide,  John  X 571 

Arredondo,  F.  M.,  jr 258,  324,  352,  402, 

403,406,571,693 

Arredondo  &  Son 415,418,426,  571 

Arredondo,  Joseph  M 399,  415,  571,  676 

Arrioli,  Jose 1 19,  145 

Arroyo,  Francisco  G 194 

Artacho,  Maria  A 181 

Arthur,  Thomas 98,  144 

Ash,   William,   Vincent   Jackson,   assignee 

of 136,  146 

Ashbrook,  William 810 

Ashworth,  James,  jr 139,  146 

Ashworth,  Moses 140 

Asbolphi,  Laurent 150 

Atkinson,  Andrew 259,  325,  401,  415,  565, 

577,  606,  608 

Atkinson,  George 257,  265,  292,  352,  353, 

400,  403,  415,  574,  584,  736,  737 

Atkinson,  John 570 

Atwater,  Elihu 648 

Aubert,  Jean  B 443 

Auze,  Freres 150 

Avice,  Francis  J.  . . .      260,  347,  899,  413,  571,  674 

Avres,  Benjamin 574 

Aysick,  (colored) 260 

Azan, 151 


B. 


495 
42 


Babin,  Ignace 

Baby,  Louis 

Bachelot,  John. .     566,  573,  578,  589,  618,  620,  720 

Bade,  Alexis,  ills  aine 151 

Bacquet,  B 234 

Badaraquc,  Thomas 151 
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Baggot,  Luwis 62 

Baggot,  Tliomas 62 

Bagley,  David 412 

Baglcy,  Francis,  et  al.,   Timothy  Hollings- 

worth,  guardian 408,  570,  578,  610 

Baglcy's  heirs 508,  600,  610 

Bagley,  Francis,  heirs  of. 565 

Baham,  J.  B 439 

Bahio  and  Samora 182 

Bailey,  James,  lieirs  of 860 

Bailey,  John 808 

Bailey,  Michael 150 

Bailey,  William,  and  Joseph  Rain 383,  413 

Baird,  Robert 900 

Baird,  Thomas 900 

Baker,  Austin 808 

Baker,  Ewel,  and  John  Bnrt 801 

Baker,  E.,  representatives  cjf 810 

Balbucna,  Josepli 152 

Balderas,  Antonio 181,  180,  187 

Balderas,  Francisco 446 

Baldwin,  Charles 444 

Balada,  Joseph 181 

Baltar, 150 

Baptiste,  Adle 134 

Bagner,  John  B 229 

Bara,  Manuel 193 

Barbarous,  Joseph 152 

Barbe,  Antoine 151 

Barbe,  Francisco 565,  578,  610 

Barbcck,  James 442 

Barcclo,  Jayme 182,  187,  193 

Bareelo,  Miguel 191 

Barcla,  Joaquin 182,  186,  187, 

192,  196,  197,  225,  234 

Barclay,  Juan 439 

Barco,"Manuel  del 181,  194 

Barden,  William 258 

Barding,  John 569 

Barker,  Samuel 440 

Barker,  William 445 

Barlongue,  Vincente 188 

Barnard,  Widow 225 

Barnes,  Amos 817 

Barnes,  Charles 63 

Barnes,  James 815 

Barzean, 150 

Barden,  William,  ct  al.,  heirs  of  Uriah  Bow- 
den  260,  345,  425 

Barnes,  Shadrack,  et  al.,  testimony  in  rela- 
tion to  claim  of,  in  Missouri 810 

Barnett,    James,    assignee    of   George    Orr 

et  al 139,  146 

Barnett,  James,  assignee  of  Joshua  John- 
son       140,  146 

Barnett,  William 193,  190 

Baron,  Carlos    189,198,253,254 

Barvo,  Jose,  y  James  Denny,  assignees. . . .        128 

Barr,  William,  representatives  of. 123,  143 

Barraloux,  John  B 42 

Barrancas. — (See  St.  Carlos.) 

Barrau, 150 

Barrela,  Joaquin 182,  193,  225 

Barrias,  Francisco 182,  234 

Barrow,  John 62 

Barseloux,  John  B 43 

Bart,  William,  heirs  and  representatives  of.        123 

Barthelmic, • 150 

Bartelme,  Lewis 878 

Bascus,  Estevan 116,  145 

Bascus,  Jose 120,  145 

Bassuni,  Andrew 119,  145 

Bastrop,  Baron  de,  report  on  claim  of  . . .      53,  434 
objections  to  the  confir- 
mation of  the  claim  of.         55 
Bastrop,  Grant,  &c.— (See  p.  158.) 

Batlongue,  Vicente 199 

Bates,  Elias,  et  a! 807,  809,  814 

Bathey,  Theresa  Laura 129 
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Batre,  Charles 152 

Banmier,  Cesar 151 

Banzan,  Pierre 152 

Baxter,  T.W 441 

Baj',  Elihu,  and  wife 388 

Baij,   Elihu    Hall,   and    others,    report   con- 
firming grants  to,  in  the  district  west 

of  Pearl  river 207,  208,  250,  423,  877 

Bayal,  Ilonore 152 

Beaks,  Abraham 444 

Bean,  Jonathan  L 808 

Beardon,  Absalom,  and  wife 577 

Beasly,  N.,  and  others,  memorial  of 71 

Beauchamp,  S.,  et  al 440 

Beandue,  Joseph  T 187,  192 

Beauregard,  Elias,  heirs  of 443 

BeauvaVd,  William 442 

Beaville,  Mrs 442 

Bebe,  Guillaume 101, 144 

Beckum,  Asa 112,  144 

Beckum,  Asa,  assig.  of  Maria  San  Miguel.     103,  144 

Bedillon,  Abraham 900 

Beeler,  Charles 182 

Beeler,  Thomas 184 

Belair,  Louis 151 

Belange,  Mai.  Denis 152 

Boll,  John,  etal 807 

Bellamv,  Abraham 257,  277,  401,  412 

Bellam"y,  John ...      412,  565,  567,  578,  585,  612,  635 

Bellefenille,  John  Baptiste 42 

Bellefenille,  Lue 43 

Bellestre,  Francisco 194 

Belmese,  pere  et  fits 151 

Bennett,  John,  James  Bludworth,  assignee 

of 135,  146 

Benson,  James  H.,  et  al 817 

Bent,  John 807 

Bequette,  John,  etal 807,  808,  809 

Bequette,  Joseph 808 

Bercsford,  Hon.  John 397 

Beresford,  Hon.  AVilliam 397 

Berger,  Henry 99,  144,  146 

Bergill, 443 

Bergallo,  Joseph 584 

Bernard,  Felix 441 

Bernard,  Henry 151 

Bernard,  Luther 442 

Bernard,  Michael 515 

Bessie,  William 565,566,579,  611,615 

Berta,  Mariana  A 257,  264 

Berta,  Mariano 258,  316,  317,  400,  414,  415 

Bertamjr,  Leon 492 

Bertrand,  Louis 496 

Besson,  Louis  An 150 

Besson,  Picrc  and  Julien 490,  510 

Bessy,  Ant 440,  443 

Bestos,  Barthol 440 

Bethney,  Matthew 443 

Bcthune,  Farquhar 565,  566,  574,  576, 

579,  583,  598,  612,  734,  735 

Betts,  Samuel 352,  408,  648 

Bevin,  Elizabeth 445 

Beylle,  Joseph 151 

Bicen,  Vincente 186 

Bicent,  Vicente 191 

Bicker,  Isabelle 192 

Bienvrun,  Celeste 189 

Biggs,  William,  favorable  report  on  claim  of, 

for  Virginia  bounty  land 784 

Biles,  Benjamin,  assignee    of  Terten   Hen- 
son 127,145 

Bills,  Thomas,  heirs  of 865 

Bingaman,  Adam 444 

Birot,  Thomas 194 

Bisborough,  Earl  of. 397 

Bisch,  Albert 808,  809 

Bistos, 150 

Black  and  McDowell 258,  710 

Black,  Dorcas 411,  572,  580 


INDEX   T  U    1'  U  B  L  1  C    L  A  X  D  rf  . 


Pngc. 

Bhu-k,  Samuel 1H)0 

Blackwoll,  Jcreiuiali SOS 

Blair,  Daniel SOT 

Blair,  John,  ct  al SO" 

Blancoii  and  Tavcrly 81 

Blandin,  Jean ITil 

Blanc,  Joseph  le 4',)."i 

Blanc,  Octavio  le 4'.):. 

Blanc,  I'anl  Ic 4'.i.') 

Blanc,  Simon  le :")I."i 

Blanc,  Terence  le 4 '.111 

Blancon  and  Ta verly 1  •'>  1 

Blaqucrolle,  l.'il 

Blaylach,  Karhel iUlO 

Bloodworth,  I'ointevant,  as.si,u-nee  oi'  Joseph 

Grublis '. 120,  145 

Bloodworth,  James,  assignee  of  John  Ben- 
nett       13.'i,  14ti 

Blotc,  Joseph 8 1 0 

Bludworth,  James loo,  14(J 

Bhidworth,  John  D 572,  oSO,  587,  718 

Blunt,  Elias,  assignee  of  Archibald  Smith.     138,  14t) 

Blunt,  William 63 

Boardmaii,  Israel 250 

Boardman  and  South 250 

Bodes,  Bernardo,  heirs  of ISO 

Bodkins,  Francisco 190 

Bodreaw,  Olivier 505 

Bogy, 152 

Boilandry,  Eugenie 152 

Boils,  Thomas 234 

Boisdore,  Felieita 1 93 

Boisdore,  Valerie 500 

Boitcau,  Francois 151 

Bolicu,  Edward 137,  140 

Bolieu,   Picre 137,  140 

Boiling,  William 474 

Bolton"  John 417,  570,  595 

Boon,  Baptiste,  d  al 878 

Bonal,  Francisco 191,  196 

BoncUi,  Joseph 258 

Bonely,  Jose,  heirs  of 583 

Bonifav,  Eugenio  J 188 

Bonifay,  Joseph.      170,  1S2,  188,  189,  194,  196,  197 

Bonifay,  Manuel 181,  185,  193,  190 

Bonifav,  Maria  Josefa 186,  188 

Bonifay,  Mariana 189,  193,  196,  225,  254 

Bonifay,  Mariano 181,  185,  186,  191 

Bonifay,  Kosalia 197 

Boune,  Maria  F 187 

Bonneau, 152 

Boniicat:,  Charles 43 

Bonno,  J 152 

Bonno,  Charles 151 

Bontrom,  Michael .  .  .  . ; 43 

Booker,  Isaiah 445 

Booker,  Mary  K.nith 134,  140 

Bordas,  Eli 151 

Bordelon,  11.,  Noel  Soileau,  assignee  of .  .  .  .  81 

Borges,  Vicente 193 

Bordorc,  Felicitas 186 

Bondin,  Onnette,  John  Sibley,  assignee  of.  .        113 

Bongard,  Claudio 439 

Bonman,  • 152 

Bono,  Charles 151 

Bonno,  J 152 

Bouligny,  Louis 433 

Bourbon,  E 152 

Bontiere,  Fran9ois  Gaspard 150 

Bontiere,  J.  Claude  Benoit 150 

Boutte,  Antonie 497 

Bowden,  Moses 505,  577,  008,  009 

Bowden,  Sarah 411,  560,  579,  013 

Bo^vden,  Uriah,  widow  and  lieirs  of.     200,  425,  577 

Bowie,  George 194 

Bowie,  Mr 37 

Bowie,  Ilezin,  sr.,  Jacob  E.  Self,  assig.  of.    139,  146 

Bowles,  Jane 808 

Bowman,  Abraham 69 


42:1 


r.igc. 
02 
808 
595 
440 
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587 
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409 
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150 
182 
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03 
612 
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019 
426 
439 
115 
413 


Bownian,  .bilin    

Hnyd,  Leard    H    

Braddock,  John  1> 

Uraderick,  heirs  ol' 

I'railey,  John 

Bradley,  James 569, 

Branning,  Andrew 409, 

Branning',  Gcorg(; 

I'rantiing',  (leorge,  and  Samuel 

Ihanning',  A\'illiam 40S,  572,  5S7, 

Brashear,  Esabelle 

Hrashear,  Samuel 

Brazeau,   Joseph,    assignee   of   Burrto    Va.s- 

quez 

Breau,   Francois 

lireau,   llypulite 

Breau,   Orelian 

Brechemin,  Lewis 

Breckenridge,  Henry  M 

Breckenridge,  Henry  .M.,  and  IJ.  K.  Call..  ,  . 

Breman,  Samtiel  and  George 

Brenilcan,  Joseph 

Brennan,  Andrew 569, 

Brentley,  Moses,  heirs  of. 

Breward,  Charles 506,  578, 

Breward,  Francis,  heirs  of. 

Breward,  Sarah 566,  579, 

Brew,  George  S.,  and  Samuel  Clark 

Bridgess,  Emily 

Bridges,  Jaiues,  Thomas  (iray,  assignee  of. 
Briggs,  Thomas,  and  J.  Robinson.  .      352,  361, 
Brlgham,  Roherl,  and  others,  rejinrt  on   the 

petition  of 480 

Brigriac,  Louis 445 

I'rindley,  John 572 

Brindly,  John  G 410,  587,  719 

liringier,  151 

Brinson,  Wliiters,  heirs  of. 22'.i 

Brinton,  John  E.  C 862 

Brinton,  Josiah SOO 

Briones,  Joseph 194 

Brockington,  Daniel 412 

Brooks,  Joseph ()3 

Broomtield,  Isaac 443 

Brosnaham,  John 182,  192,  196,  226 

Broussard,  Anaclet 494 

Brown,  Benjamin 02 

Brown,  J.  F 257,  261,  262,  264,  400 

]?r.iwn,  G.  F.,  and  S.  Clark 413 

]?rowu,  AVilliam 63,  854 

Browner,  Peter,  heirs  of 444 

Bru,  Lorenzo 181,  186,  197,  234 

Brugiese,  Charles 150 

Bruin,  William 442 

Bruison,  John 234 

Brush,  N 426,  571 

Briister,  James 199 

Bryant,  Davhl 807 

Bryan,  AVilliam 809 

Bry.son,  Elizabeth 444 

Biiasson,  William 574 

Buckley,  Jeremiah,  heirs  i  if,  favorable  report 

on  the  claim  of,  in  Louisiana 910 

Buckle.v,  Thomas 810 

Budreau, 442 

Bujac,  Matthew,  and  Alford,  freres 152 

Burjc}',  Antoiiie 150 

BuUiard,  Etienne 152 

Bullitt,  Benjamin,  assig.  of  John  Jamicson.   120,  145 
Bulow,  Charles  W.,  heire  of.  403,  415,  410,  571,  676 

Bunch,  John 260,  419,  575,  746 

Bunch,  Drury 140,  146 

Bunker,  Jonathan 199 

Burcle,   Emanuel 150 

Burdan,  John 1 18,  145 

Burdan,  John  Baptiste 1 18,  145 

Burdan,  John  Pierre 118,  145 

Burdan.  Juan  Colass 119,  145 

Burgess,  Lucretia 444 
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Buigevin,  Andre 268,  398 

Burgevin,  Andrew 406,  412 

Burgo,  Jose  Peso  de 627,  566 

Burgucs,  jr.,  Bernard 152 

Burk,  Noel 40 

Burnet,  Benjamin 440 

Burn,  Jo.,  et  al 878 

Burnside,  Andrew 900 

Burnside,  Alexander 900 

Burnside,   Samuel 900 

Burns,  Malaclii 444 

Burns,  Michael 808 

Burns,  Uriah 808 

Bush,  John 63 

Bush,  John  W 448,  452 

Bustamente,  Manuel   121,  145 

Butand,  Isaac 150 

Butler,  Gethro 102 

Butler,  Thomas 439,  440 

Buttand, 151 

Buyck,    Augustine,    John    Floyd,    assignee 

of 565,  600 

c. 

Cable,  Harriett  W.  M.,  assignee  of  J.  Cable, 

assignee  of  James  Dill 105,  144 

Cable,  J 105 

Caho,  Joseph 441 

Cadet,  Bergache 150 

Cain,  Elizabeth,  heirs  of 569,  595 

Cain,  Francis,  heirs  of 581 

Cain,  Isabelle 569 

Cala,  Pedro  D 422,  565,  568,  516,  595 

Gala,  Pedro  R.  de 603 

Calazer,  Francisco  de 188 

Calbo,  Peter  T 186 

Calderon,  Benigno  G 187 

Caldwell,  Micajah .  . ' 63 

Calhoun,    Alexander,     Henry    Stoker,     as- 
signee of.    97,  144 

Call,  Richard  K 182,  184,  192 

Callis,  Otho  W.  . .    229 

Campardon,  B'te 151 

Campbell,  Charles 62 

Campbell,  Daniel  D 62 

Campbell,  Edward 62 

Campbell,  Moses 809 

Campbell,  General  William,  heirs  of 781 

Candado,  Trinidad 121,  145 

Canobio,  Frangois 151 

Canonge,  Pierre  A 152 

Canovas,  Antonio,  jr 397,  412,  420 

Canovas,  Joseph  C 198 

Caon,  Mrs.  Dias  Pope 443 

Capas,  Lorenzo,  heirs  of 418 

Capello,     Lorenzo,     Antonio    Andrew,     as- 
signee of 402,  582,  565 

Capo,  John 258 

Capo,  L.,  widow  and  heirs  of 567,  583,  634 

Caradine,  David  and  Samuel 445 

Caradine,  Jcjhn  Jose 490,502 

Caradine,  Parker 441 

Cariosa,  Joseph 186 

Carizoso,  Joseph 194 

Carlebeaux,   Guillaum 151 

Carlisle,  Jesse 410,  587 

Carlota,  Maria 191 

Carmichael,  John  F 444 

Carnes,    Samuel    S.,    assignee    of    Richard 

Sinims 132,146 

Carney,  William 566,  621 

Carnochan,  John 448,  451 

Carnochan  and  Mitchell,  assignees  of 412 

Caro,  Gregoria 226 

Caro,  Joseph  E 181 

Caron,  Marie  Jeannie 494 

Carothers,  David 492 

Carr,  John 585,  860 
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Carrell,  William 125 

Carrera,  Millan  de  la. .  . .      173,  185,  188,  194,  197 

Carreras,  Diego 351,  374,  380 

Carreras  and  Barela 225 

Carrierc,  Joseph,  representatives  of 495 

Carriere,  Michael 504 

Carriere,  Narcessa,  representatives  of 506 

Carron,  Collet 43 

Carruth,  William 444 

Carson,  William 445 

Cartado,  Bartolome 744,  574 

Carter,  Hipworth 408 

Carter,  John  M 411,  572 

Carter,  Isaac 569,  572,  580,  687,  595,  719 

Carter,  John,  heirs  of 580,  587,  718 

Carter,  Samuel 900 

Carter,  Parsons 444 

Cartier,  Louis 518 

Cartwright,   Thomas,  James   Kirkham,   as- 
signee of 97,  144 

Caruthers,  David 492 

Carver,  Jonathan,  Indian  grant  to 82 

objections  to  the  validity 

of 82 

United  States  not  bound 

to  ratify  the  claim  of. .  82 

Carver,  Joseph 807 

Case,  David 130 

Case,  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Wm.  Rivers.      105,  144,  145 
Case,  Mary  E.,  assignee  of  William  Stock- 
man        129,  144,  145 

Case,  David,  assignee  of  John  Enney.     99,  144,  145 

Cashen,  James 567,  607,  639 

Cashen,  Susannah 565,  567,  568,  578, 

584,  595,  607,  611,  636,  639 

Carillas,  Antonia 187 

Casina,  Esabella 188 

Casini,  Francisco 187,  194 

Casorla,  Diego 207 

Cassalis,  Earl  of 397 

Cassillas,  Antonio 187 

Castan,  Etienne 151 

Castillo,  Joseph 192 

Castonget,  Charles 42 

Catholic  church,  claim  of,  to  land  in.  .  .      182,  582, 

588,  591,  592,  743 

Cavaroe,  Charles 151 

Cavedo,  John   A 566,  579,  620 

Cazcnovc,  John  B   181,  254 

Cazenove,  John  B.,  &  Co 187 

Cazeiiove,  Juan  B 181,  254 

Centeno,  Baltazar 192 

Centeno,  Manuella  L 192 

Center,  Robert  E 803 

Cevallos,  Joseph % 254 

Cliabraux,  John 188,  194,  196 

Chabraux,  John  S 188 

Chabineaud,    Louis,    Mathias    Yocum,    as- 
signee of 132,  146 

Chaigneau,  Madame 506 

Chamard,   Andre,   assignee  of  Miguel  Del- 

gardo 129,  145 

Chamard,  Michael 126,  145 

Chamberlain,  Henry  V 803 

Chaml)er»,  David,  report  on  memorial  of . .  . .        149 

Chambers,  John 445 

Chambers,  William 63 

Champenois,  P.  J 151 

Chapman,  Robert 808 

Chapon, 151 

Chapotin,  152 

Chappell,  R.  S 445 

Chapron,  J.  M 150 

Cliarapin,  Col 151 

Charbonnean,  Tanissant 808 

Charles,  Firmin  B 151 

Charles,  Reubin 259,  335,  417,  418,  582 

Cliarserian,  ]5enoit 152 

Chartier,  John  B 42,  43,  749 


INDEX  TO   PUBLIC   LANDS. 


Page. 

Chaudron,  Edward l.'tl 

Chaudroii,  Simon 152 

Chauvin,  Esabella 192 

Chauvot,  Cliarlcs 151 

Chavit,  Pedro 398 

Chcbraux,  John 182 

Chcnal,  Anne  Judith 458 

Cheney,  J.  J 444 

Chinno,  Baptiste  Jose,  Maria  Soto,  assignee 

of 122 

Cherino,  Manuel 101,  145 

Cherokee  reservation,  application  to  confirm 

tlie  transfer  of,  refused 1b1 

Cherry,   Aaron,    Hardy    Coward,    assignee 

of . 138,  140 

Chesholm,  Hugh  McD 43 

Chetimanche  Indians,  report  on  claim  of,  in 

Louisiana 489,  491 

Chicken,  Catalina 352 

Choat,  David,  Rees  Perkins,  assignee  of.  . .        139 

Choppin,  Claude  Antoinc 137,  146 

Chouteau,  August 813 

Chretien,  Gerard  and  Hypolite 492,  493 

Chretien,  Joseph 493 

Chretien,  Pierre 492 

Christie,  Rcmy 114,145 

Christopher,  John 257,  300,  405,  406,  465, 

467,  583,  586,  697,  633,  641 

Christopher,  Louisa  H 586 

Christopher,  Spicer 665,  667,  586 

Cirode,  William 152 

Claire,  Fusilier  de  la,  representatives  of. . .       503 

Clapp,  Roland 182 

Clapp,  Roland,  &  Co 63 

Clareton,  Joseph  Louis 151 

Clark,  Andres 397 

Clark,  Angus 647,  568 

Clark,  Archibald 571,  579,  594,  707 

Clark,  Archibald,  et  al.    401,  415,  568,  579,  690,  648 

Clark,  Charles  aud  George 415,  573 

Clark,  Elijah  L 862 

Clark,  Charles  W ' 272,  590 

Clark,  Charles  W.  and  George  J.  F 733 

Clark,  George . .       412 

Clark,  George  J.  F 566,  567,  571,  579, 

586,  590,  593,  619,  638 

Clark,  Gibson  L.  E 862 

Clark,  Honoria 573 

Clark,  Jackson 62 

Clark,  James 441 

Clark,  James  and  George 415,  573,  590,  733 

Clark,  John 440 

Clark,  Joseph 141,146 

Clark,  Oliver 62 

Clark,  S 574,  695 

Clark,  S.,  and  G.  F.  Brown 413 

Clark,  Samuel,  and  George  S.  Brew 426 

Clark,  Thomas 573 

Clark,  Elijah  L.,  and  others,  favorable  re- 
port on  petition  of 862 

Clarkworthy,   James 269 

Clausel,  General  Bertrand 151 

Clausin,  Frederico 187 

Clemens,  James,  jr 808 

Clement,  Walter 900 

Clinch,  Duncan  L 383,  586 

Clonet,  Joseph  Alexander  de 507 

Cluis,  J.  Jerome 161 

Coats,  James 463 

Cobb,  Ezekiel  E.,  heirs  of 62 

Cobb,  Ezekiel 62 

Cobb,  Jones 62 

Cobb,  Joseph 63 

Cobos,  Esabelle  de 192 

Cochran,  Charles,  heirs  of 62 

Cochran,  Robert 445 

Cocifacio,  Pedro 259,  340,  352,  366, 

367,  409,  415,  419,  423 
Coin,  J.  B.  0 441 
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Colbert,  Joseph ]  <)2 

Colein,  Anti>nio 184,  1112 

Colein,  Francisco 184,  254 

Coleman,  Santiago 182,  193,  196 

Coleman,  Bev.  James,  petition  of,  in  relation 
to  the  location  of  a  church  in  I'ensacola, 
and  judicial  proceedings  thereon  .  .      246,  249 

Coleman,  ^Villiam 443 

("ollioon,  Noah 254 

Collell,  Francisco 186 

Collins,  Antonio 181,  2.34 

Collins,  Fielding  W 444 

Collins,  Jiihn 448,  449 

Collins,  John,  ct  al 805 

Collins,  Joseph 193 

Collins,  Luke 501 

Collins,  Patrick 440 

Collins,  William 439,  441,  443,  502 

Colomel,  Donarche 150 

Colona,  Dornano  B 152 

Comb,  Colonel  Michael 150 

Combes,  Germain 150 

Combes,  Vincent 150 

Conception  de  Lion,  Maria 103,  144 

Conde, 152 

Conde,  (,'harles 152 

Connier,  Michael 603 

Constant,  Miguel 197 

Constantin  and  Deschoule 151 

Contardi,   Louis 151 

Conte,  Honore 150 

Contc,  Marius 151 

Conway,  Patrick 442 

Cook,  Green,  assignee  of  Henry  Shabino.    114,  145 

Cook,  Margaret 591 

Cooley,  E 34 

Cooper,  John 810,  443 

Cooper,  Sir  W.  H 397 

Cooper,  W.  M 445 

Copelaiid,  George,  heirs  of 412 

Copp,  Belton  A 686 

Coquillon,  freres 150 

Corgnard,  Louis 43 

Cormier,  Jean  Baptiste,  representatives  of.        503 

Cormier,  Michael 503 

Cornells,  James 860 

Cornow,  Joseph,  Jacob  Rj'an,  assignee  of.  .        141 

Corso,  Fran9ois 151 

Cortes,  John 116,145 

Cortes,  John,  assig.  of  Frank  Tarwin.  Ill,  114,  145 

Cortes,  Juan 182 

Cortos,  Juan 187 

Cost,  Pierre  la 493 

Costa,  Juan  la 192 

Cotton,  Radford  L 62 

Coulter,  Mr 813 

Coupee. — (See  Point  Coupee.) 

Courtney,  Ezra 445 

Courvoisie,  David 383 

Cousin,  David 160 

Courot,  Fran9ois,  et  al 878 

Covington,  Samuel 900 

Coward,  Hardy,  assig.  of  Aaron  Cherry .      138,  146 
Coward,  Hardy,  assig.  of  William  Isles.      140,  146 

Cowin,  Robert 626,  566 

Cowin,  John 866 

Cox,  Elizabeth,  adverse  report  on  claim  of, 

in  Louisiana 865 

Cos,  Isaac   N 411,423 

Craig,  William 408 

Crane,  Ambrose 62 

Crawford,  James 879 

Crawford,  Robert  L 803 

Crawford,  Thomas   H 444 

Creek  Nation,  application  of  certain  half- 
breeds  of  the,  to  sell  their  reservations, 
and  list  of  claims  entered  under  the 
first  article  of  the  treaty  of  August  9, 
1814 858 


XXIV 


INDEX  TO  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Page. 

Crespo,  Emanuel 589 

Crespo,  Maria  and  Aug 193 

Crespo,  Vincento 175.192,190,225 

Crocket,  Robert 900 

Crocket,  Garland 900 

Crocket,  John 445 

Crocket,  Shelliu 900 

Croix,  Chevalier  del 186 

Cro.sby,  Michael 425,  258 

Crossan,  Edward 569 

Crow,  Benjamin 810 

Crow,  Isaac 510 

Crow,  Isaac,  heirs  of 125 

Cru.s,  Santiago 490,  505 

Crutchet,  Louis 150 

Cruzat,  Joseph,  and  F.  de  Villiers 182 

Cruzat,  Joseph  Y 182 

Cruzat  and  Villiers 186 

Cryer,  Milzecr 444 

Cubaza, ,  James  Tate,  assignee  of.  .        103 

Cuchet,  152 

Cudoznet,  Antonio 193 

CuUield,  James  and  A\'illiam 445 

Cummings,  William 109,  144 

Cummins,  Thomas 188 

Cummins,  Alexander 194 

Cunningham,  Catharine 445 

Cunningham,  Alexander 866 

Cuiiningiiam,  George  11 445 

Cunningliam,  William,  heirs  of. 441 

Curtinas,  Ignatio   118,  145 

Curtis,  Charles,  John  Armstrong,  assignee 

of 96,  144 

Curtis,  James 415 

Curville,  Arnaud  de 194 

Courvoisir,  D'd 383 

Cutts,  Henry 442 

D, 

Dailey,  Raimond 127,  145 


Dailey,  Thomas  W 
Delanny, 


803 
150 

Dalien,  Joseph,  et  al 878 

Dallohide,  Asa,  James  Walker,  assignee  of.        107 

Delmazeau,  J 151 

Daniel,   Stephen 62 

Daniels,  Margaret,  adverse  report  on  peti- 
tion of,  to  commute  bounty  land 864 

Dapson,  Nicholas 43 

Dasambert,  152 

Darby,  St.  Marc,  representatives  of 500 

Dardin,  George,  sr. 866 

Dardin,  George,  jr 866 

Darling,  G 410 

Dartes,  Jean 494 

D'Artigeau,  Jean  Baptiste 134 

Dannoy,  Luis 189 

Dauphin,  Maria  Josi^fa 503 

Dauterive,  Joseph  Valliere 514 

Dautrieul,  Widow 458 

Dautrieve,  Bernard 496 

Davenport,  Gorham 803 

Davenport,  Samuel,  el  aJ . .  .• 123,  124,  143 

Davenport,  Samuel,  testimony  of,  as  to  laws 

and  customs  in  Texas 89,  90,  91 

Davidson,   William    P.,    assignee    of   John 

Humphreys 114,  145 

David,  St 161 

Davis,  L.  A 151 

Davis,  Luke 809 

Davis,  Mary  Ann 260,  348,  408,  415,  425 

Davis,  William  A 900 

Dawson,    John,    heir.s    and    representatives 

of 130,  145 

Dawson,  William 440 

Dawson,  William  G 409 

Dawson,  W.,  and  wife 439 

Debrose,  Charles 151 
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Decave,  Alarc  Louis 152 

Decorme,  Charles 151 

Dedee,  Louisa ]  93 

Deen,  William 440 

Deforest,  Victor 440 

Defourni,  Colonel  Fabius 151 

Dejarlais,  Eloy 43 

Delaporte,  Louis 150 

Delaserda,  Atonasio 95,  143 

Delespinc,  Joseph 402,  413,  571,  594,  709 

Delgado,  Miguel,  Andrd  Chamard,  assignee 

of 129,  145 

De  I'Home,  Alexander 484 

Dell,  Martha 568,  593,  652 

Dell,  Maxcy 596 

Dcldgny,  Pedro 441 

Drlii'lt," 150 

Dcmony,  Dominique  Victoire 151 

Demusan,  G.  B 445 

Denis,  Esabella  M 188 

Dennis,  Maria  de  St 517 

Dennard,  James 63 

Dcimy,  James,  assignee  of  J.  Y  Baroo,  heirs 

of 128,  145 

Deprest,  Rene 152 

Deputy,  Joseph 815 

Derfouch,  Charles 151 

Derlan,  John 42,  43 

Deroche,  Peter 43 

Desafor,  C 151 

Doschamps,  Francis  M 151 

Descourt,  Leonard  A 151 

Deshon,  Charles 593 

Desmares, 150 

Dospalier,  Martin 490,  504 

Desplaine,  Samuel 151 

Desportes,  Leonto 151 

Desroures, 152 

Detrian,  Felicite 187,  194 

Devall,  Edith 441 

Devingen,  ■ 151 

Devcrs,  Philip  P : 139,  141 

Devilliers,  Marcos 254 

Devore,  Luke 43 

Dewces,  Andrew,  heirs  of 568,  589,  646 

Dewees,  Philip  and  Mary  ....      399,  568,  590,  649 

Dewees,  William 440 

Dexter,  Abby 258 

Dexter,  Horatio  S.  .  .      258,  317,  318,  414,  415,  418 

Dias,  Antonio 186 

Dias,  Manuel 194 

Dill,  James,  J.  Cable,  assignee  of 105,  144 

Dinsmorc,  John,  jr.,  assignee  of  Sezan  La- 

fitt 118,  145 

Dinton,  Abraham,  Joseph  T.   Montgomery, 

assignee  of 130,  145 

Dios,  Denisi 122,  145 

Dios,  Martin 121,  145 

Dirat,  Louis  M 150 

Disneckes,  E 444 

Dixon,  Edward 568,  569,  593,  653 

Dixon,  John 412,  569,  595,  596 

Doddridge,  Philip,  letter  of,  in  relation  to 

his  claim.  Lessee  of,  rs.  Thompson  and 

Wright;    true   merits    not   decided   in 

case  of tl 

Doherty,  Anthony 440 

Dolet,  Pierre,  legal  representatives  of. .      Ill,  143 

Domingo,   Don 235 

Domingo,  Joseph 191 

Dominguez,  Juan 181,  186,  192 

Dominguez,  Manuel 187 

Donaldson,  William 63 

Donaldson,  John 182,  196,  226,  227 

Donalson,  John.     185,  187,  188,  189,  192,  194,  197 

Doneauld,  Juan  A 186 

Donnell,    James 808 

Donnell,  William 900 

Donnellv,  James 62 
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Donnelly,  John 

Dorlg'e,  (jerninl 

Dorlg-e,   John 

Dor,  

]>iirlnnan,  Arnold  II 

Doronirts,  Thoniiis  (." 

Dorion,  Jose]ih 

Doitch,  David 

Doiiaroho,   C'olonrl 

Dourant,  Jean  t'hurles 

Doyle,  Edmund 4  tTi, 

Drake,  J.,  heirs  of 

Draj'ton,    Hannah o8S, 

Drayton,  William 

Drouct,  Pierre 

Dnnnniond,   William TiSli, 

Drnmmonil,  Lnnis 

Drurv,  Mills,  heirs  of 

Dry,' William 408, 

Drylncad,  Andrew 

Drysdale,  John 410, 

Dubarrv,   John .    

Dubois,  T.,  Jeremiah  Buekley,  assig-nee  of.  . 

Dubosij,  • 

Dubrebil,  Antonio  de 

Dubrevil,  Juan  B 

Ducliasin,  Antoiuo  and  Joseph,  et  a! 

Ducoing:,  Pre 

Duconimon,  Joseph 

Ducre,  Simon  and  Leondre,  adverse  report 

on  claim  of,  in  Lotiisiana 

Duff,  John 

Dufossat,  Juan  B 

Dnfonrs,-,  D.  V 

Dufourg-,   F 

Dufonrg',  Jean  Jaccjues 

Dugan,  Leander 

Dumas,  Antoine 

Dumay,  Etienne 

Durnay,  Peter 

Dumay,  Joseph 

Dumenil, 

Bun,  Wallf'r,  and  others,  memorial  of 

Letter    of,   in    relation    to    the 
claim  of  General  Mcx\rthur. 

Duncan,  Ahner  L 

Dunklin.  Daniel 

Dupin,  Francis  R 

Dupon,  Paul 

Dupont, 


Dupont,  Gideon,  heirs  of 258,  312,  413, 

Dupony,  N.  Alexander 

Dupre,  Laurent 

Dupin  and  Rag'on 

Dupins,   John   B 

Duque,  Maria 

Duran,   Louis .    490, 

l>urand,  Jean  Baptisto 

Durant,  Laug'hlin 

Ihirant,  Francis 

Durante,    Manuel 

Durbin,    Ignatius 

Durell,  Francisco 

Durgau,  David 

Duriere,  Francois 

Durnford,  Joseph 

Durnford,  Thomas 

Durohas,  Jose,  assig'ueeof  Ig'natio  Santos.    122, 

Duval,  Daniel ' 191, 

Duval,  Jacques   F 

Duval,  Simon,  et  al 

Duverg'as,  Francisco 

Duvergc,  Francisco 

Dver,  Reuben,  representatives  of 

Dykes,  William 

Dj'son,  Leonard 94, 

Dyson,  Leonard,  assignee    of   Edward   Mc- 
Laughlin       93 
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912 
413 

4:! 
444 
150 
50.') 
455 
442 
414 
388 
150 
593 

40 
411 
4 1(1 

43 
412 
151 
91 1; 
151 
194 
193 
878 
152 
151 

860 

809 

189 

152 

152 

152 

442 

151 

42 

42 

42 

152 

71 

73 
188 
807 
42 
587 
152 

,  420 
150 
491 
150 
872 
193 

,  513 
150 
860 
592 
446 
444 
194 
63 
151 
193 
191 
145 
220 
151 
807 
187 
225 
502 
444 
143 

143 


E. 

Eadie,  Margaret 440 

Earles.  .lames S60 

Early,  Michael 98,  144 

East,  Thomas 445 

Eastlake.  Samuel 409,  565 

Eaton,  Abraham 807 

Eber,  Catalina ....        193 

Eckford,  Henry 352,  371,  426 

Eddes,   Richanl 62 

Edgely,  Jolm,  and  Ed.  Towns 

Edgely,   John 

Edmonston,  Charles    

Edwards,  Samuel,  rt  al 

Eg'ido,   Francisco 

Ehlert.  Charles 

Ehlert,  Michael 

Eldergill,  John 

Elkins.  Harvey 

Ellanier,   Hardy 411 

EUerbre,  Thomas 

Ellis,  William 

Enibara,  Philip 259,  327 

Emely, 


184 
191 
585 
807 
194 
860 
860 
439 
197 
587 
565 
448 
417 
150 
152 
185,  188 
808 
900 
574 


Emery  and  Duteste 

English,  Thomas 

Elder,   Jesse 

Enoch,  Abner 

Entralgo,  F 

Entralg(.i,  John  B 260,  343,  352,  362, 

363,  405,  406,  595,  670 

Entralgo,  Juan  B 570,  571,  664,  666,  672 

Entralgo,  Juan  de 694 

Erasmo,  Miguel 490,  504 

Escribano,  Andres 182 

Eslava,   Mariana 188 

Espinoza,   Donna  Josefa 279 

f]spinoza,  Sebastian,  heirs  of.  .      566,  579,  618,  619 

Espiinoza,  Joseph,  heirs  of 257 

Estacholy,  Domingo 257 

Estacholy,  Francis 567 

Estacholy,  Francisco 632 

Estefanopoly,  Nicholas.  410,  417,  423,  570,  591,  594 

Estopa,  Ped'ro 568,  584,  595 

Estrador,  Jose 95,  143 

Etienne,  Carlota 194 

Eubanks,  Stephen 567,  582,  596,  631 

Eubanks,  William 567,  581,  629 

Euny,  John,  David  Case,  assignee  of .  .  .  .      99,  144 

Evans,  Charles 193 

Evans,  David 63 

Evans,  Maria 574 

Evans,  William 424 

Eversoll,  Abraham 807 

EversoU,  J.,  and  Andrew  Peesy 809 

Evins,  AVilliam 587 

Evman,  Abraham 807 


F. 

Fabier,  Francisco  B 229 

F"'acundus,  Jacob,  heirs  of 444 

Fagot,  ■ 150 

Fairbanks,    Samuel,    assignee    of    Reuben 

Charles 412,  582 

Falany,  James 398 

Falcon,  Josefa 181 

Falcon,  Joseph  F 193 

Falice,  Francisco 191 

Fallasco,  Delaide 196 

Fallot,  Eugene  H 150 

Farcy, 151 

Farmer,  Andrew 63 

Farris,  James 463 

Farronihl,  A 152 

Farvot,  Madame  Louise  de,  heirs  of 507 
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Fatio,  Francis  J.,  substituted  fur  F.  M.  \nv- 

dondii ■iOb 

Fatio,  FraiiL-i.s  J.,etal 404,  406,  419 

Fatid,  Francis  P.,lieirs  of 258,  319,  374,  375, 

381,  383,  384,  385,  413,  414,  415,  417 

Fatio,  Piiilip,  heirs  of 404 

Fauciion,  II 151 

Faullc,  John,  heirs  of 5(59,  583,  591,  595 

Faulk,  Sarali 582,  595 

Fauquier,  152 

Favrot,  Pierre 496 

Felice,  James 34 

Fellswortli,  Isaac 900 

Fenn,  Michael 444 

Fenwick,  John  R 196 

Fenwick,  Josepli 593 

Ferby,   John 188 

Ferguson,  Artliemas  E.,  heirs  of 259,  333, 

352,  365,  417 

Ferguson,  A.,  lieirs  of 352,  365 

Ferguson,  Elijah 444,  445 

Ferguson,  Moses 444 

Fernandez,  Andres 187 

Fernandez,  Domingo .     567,  568,  570,  574,  585,  586, 
587,  595,^637,  639,  640,  641,  642,  663,  740 

Fernandez,  Jolin 182 

PY'rnandcz,  Jose 288 

Fernandez,  Josepli 186 

Fernandez,  Juan 193 

Ferreira,  Francis 403,  404,  569,  595 

Ferreira,  John  B 258,  569 

Ferrer,  Bartolome  de  Castro  y.   257,  259,  260,  281, 
335,  351,  374,  381,  401,  426 

Ferriet,  Luis 188 

Ferris,  Alexander   II 809 

Ferris,  Jabez 808 

Fetchcr,  John 444 

Figueras,  Bart 259 

Figuran,  Jean  B.,  representatives  of 505 

Filhior  Grammont,  adverse  report  on  claim 

of,  in  Louisiana 873 

Finals,  Nicholas 188 

Finlay,  James 194 

Fiolle,  Gaspard  and  wife,  heirs  of   129,  130, 143, 146 

Firou,  Maria  Josephine 207 

Fish,  Jesse,  heirs  of 568,  588,  646 

Fish,  Sarah 400,415,  697 

Fish,  Sarah,  heirs  of 571,  595,  646 

Fisher,  William 866 

Fisher,  Josiah,  widow  and  heirs  of 860 

Fisher, 152 

Fislar,  151 

Fitch,  Thomas,  heirs  of 591,  592 

Fitzpatrick,  Valentine,  heirs  of.  .  .  .      569,  584,  595 

Fitzpatrick,  William 569,  595 

Fixico,  Talassec 860 

Fleming,  George,  heirs  of 258,  313,  413, 

417,  419,  574,  579 
Fleming,  Sophia,  and  William  Gibson.  .  381,  415 
Fletcher,  Clement  B.,  and  Alfred  Skinner  . .        807 

Fletcher,  Clement  B,,  and  K.  II.  Peebles 807 

Fletcher,  Clement  B.,  and  Wm.  Glasgow.  .  .        807 

Fletcher,  Clement 807 

Fletcher,  Josiah 860 

Flinn,  John  M 192,  193 

Flora,  Francis 408 

Flore.s,  Badis 98,  144 

Flores,  Manuel 131,  145 

Flores,  Maria 1 17,  145 

Flores,  Philip 136,  146 

Floriano,  Martin 574 

Flower,  Heury 440 

Floyd,  Davis 573,  591,  592,  595 

Floj'd,  John,  heirs  of 565,  576,  600 

Fogleman,  George 138,  146 

Pokes,  Julin 62 

Folch,  Anna 193,  225 

Fohk,  James 63 

Folliu,  Auguste  F 150 
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FoUin,  Frcres 150 

FoUin,  George 152 

Fongeres,  Marquis  de 414 

Fontane,  John  M 259 

Fontane,  Joseph .      259,  325 

Fontanii,  Mary 259,  325,  416 

Fontaiui,  Paldo  F 412 

Fontangcs,  P.  F 151 

Fontenals,  Jayme 181,  188,  210 

Fontenell,  Samuel 189 

Fontenot,  Jacques,  representatives  of 516 

Fontenot,  Pierre 494 

Forbes,  John 406 

Forbes,  John 202,  352,  406,  571,  695 

Forbes,  John,  &  Co 169,  189,  352,  360,  406 

Forbes,  John,  &  Co.,  surviving  partners  of 

Panton,  Leslie  &  Co 159 

Ford,  Pvichard  D 692 

Foreman,  Jonathan,  heirs  of 441 

Fomento,  Felix 150 

Fornells,  Pedro 260,  744,  408 

Forrester,  Gerard,  heirs  of 583 

Forsyth,  Gaveron  C 229 

Fort,  William,  heirs  of 439 

Foster,  Elizabeth 189 

Poster,  Isaac 142,  146 

Fostei",  James 441 

Fouasche,  Pierre 151 

Fouqnet,  aine 150 

Fouqnet,  J.,  and  Moulin 150 

Fourestier,  Elie 152 

Fournier,  Baptisto 43 

Fonrnier,  Ilonore 151 

Foutanges,  P.  F 151 

Fowler,  Samuel 62 

Fraillie,  Diego 191 

Franks,  Andrew,  heirs  of 132,  145 

Franks,  BurrcU 139 

Frazer,  John,  executor  of 567,  584,  635 

Frazer,  Alexander 43 

Frederick,  Louis  Augustus 150 

Frederick,  Philip 463 

Freeland,  George,  heirs  of 441 

Freeland,  Isaac 444 

Freeman,  John 101,  144 

Freeman,  Thomas 101,  144,  444 

Frenage,  Jean  Pierre 150 

Frenage,  Marc  Antoine 150 

Frink,'William 586 

Frizzle;  Jason 809 

Frost,   Isaac 411 

Fuentis,  Ramon  'de 258 

Fulson,  William 445 

Fulton,  John  A.,  and  others,  memorial  of .  .  .  71 

Fiix,  Louis 151 

Fyfl'e,  J.  AV 900 

G. 

Gabon,  Joseph 34 

Gagnie,  Basil,  heirs  of 125,  146 

Gagnie,  Eosino 101,  144 

Gagnet,  Joseijh 217 

Gagnet,  Louis 182 

Gagnie,  Basil,  heirs  of 496 

Gaillard,  Theodore,  et  al 205,  206,  213,  250 

Gaillard,  Theodore,  and  wife 205 

Gainef!,  George  S.,  and  others,  report  on  peti- 
tion of 469 

Ciaines,  James,  Sezare  Lafitt,  assignee  of. .        118 

Gaines,  Joab 62 

Gaines,  William 62 

Galabert,  Colonel  Louis 150 

Gale,  John 440 

Galindo,  Andres 98,  144 

Gallacher,  Hugh 40 

(Mallard,  Pierre 150 

Gallaway,  Peter 444 

Gallaway,  James,  and  others,  memorial  of. .  71 

Gallohan,  George,  James,  and  Thomas.  .  . .        866 
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Galvcz,  Maria  de 1  '.K? 

Gaiiilile,  Thoiiias 4-10 

(iaiulaii,  Xn.-l 40 

(Jan-aty,  ,1.  W.,  ct  al SO'J 

Gai-cia",  Alfuliso l',»4 

Garcia,  Aloiizo im 

Garcia,  Autonio ISl 

Garcia,  Juaii .")00 

(iarcia,   Josi' :>*\r, 

Garcia,  Juso|ili OI.'i 

Garcia,  Rosalia 1S7 

Garcia,  Yniyo 1',I2 

Garcon,  Antonio 1  ',t2 

Garcon,  Pedro I'Jl 

(iardncr,  Jolm,  Tiioinaj,s   .McNcih',   assigiii'o 

of ". 118,  145 

Gardner,  AVilliani 40;i,  i>\\{),  595 

Garnier,  lil« 150 

Garnicr,  frere 151 

Garuon,  Timothy S08 

Garraty,  Ji)se|ih"  W 80S,  809 

Garraty,  William  E 809 

Garreau,  IVter 42 

Garrette,  Juan 191 

Garrig-a,  Joseph 198 

Garvin,  Thomas 809 

Garvin,  William (i2o,  50(3 

Garzon,  Pedro 194 

Garzon,  Maria,  Joseph  Boml'ay,  assignee  nf.        1"0 

(iatty,  Antonio 151 

Gaudry,  John  B 410,  415,  410,  411 

Gaunay,  Nicholas 150 

Gaunt,  Joseph 500,  579,  622 

Gautrais,  Ilarpin  de  la 441 

Ciautrais,  JIaria   Louise  de  la,  AVidow  ( iou- 

sonlin 441 

Gavische,  Pierre 150 

Gay,  Antelm 390,  425,  574,  592,  744 

Gayarre,  Luis 181 

Gayerra,  Antonio 188 

GajX'rra,  Luis 188 

Gavle,  A 443 

Gayle,  Caleb 443 

Gayler,  John 199 

Gayon,  Hyacinth 42 

Gazenave,  John  B 254 

Geiger,  John 257 

Gencr,  Juan 188 

Genereanx,  Joseph 41,  42 

Geuin,  Charles  Franc 151 

George,  Edward 150 

George,  Rivet 150 

Gerard,  Ilyacinthe 150 

Germain,  W.,  a/w.s  George 43 

Germieul,  Alexander 104,  144 

Germond  and  Riviere 152 

Giauopoly,  Emanuel 410 

Gianople,  George 572,  588 

Gianopoly,  George 410,  715 

Gianopoly,  John 259,  334,  338,  417,  419 

Gianopoly,  Juan 401 

Gianopoly,  Emanuel 410 

Gianopoly,  George 410 

Gibbs,  Zephaniah  C 507,  582,  632 

Gibson,  Edward  R 411 

Gibson,    James    M.,    assignee  of    J.    Mijnt- 

gomery 104,  144 

Gibson,  Wm.,  and  Sophia  Fleming 381 

Gilbal,  Antoijie 151 

Gilbert, 151 

Gilbert,  Robert 352,  409,  411, 

415,  422,  423,  573,  731 

Gilbeult,  Cliarles,  jr 40 

Gilchris,  Jolin,  Rees  Perkins,  assignee  of.     139,  146 

Gilchrist,  Peter 192 

Gili,  Sebastian 194 

Gilkris,  Pedro 186 

Gill,  Tlieresa 565 

Gillespy,  James  0 809 


Gillespy,  William sdll 

(iiliiiore,  Juiialliaii 44."i 

Givens,  Alexaiidii- S09 

Gi veils.  Jiiliu S09 

(il.-issgow,   William ^07 

GlasscMck,  Jcihii 44.") 

(Massciick,  Niiiiri"k  jr Ill 

( ilasscdi-k,  Xiiiir.iil,  lii'iis  of 1)5 

( ilassgDW,  William,  and    ha\ii|  I'liyanl   ....         S(l7 

( ilcnville,  ].',{) 

(inbraii,  .l,,|in  1! 42 

Giiilair,  Andrew 42 

(rdilair.  Tduissaint 43 

(icnlat,  ■ 151 

Godeman,  Jean  Bapliste 150 

Godon,  Victiiire,  (N.) 151 

Goes,  John 191 

Going,  James 138,  146 

Gomasein,  Joseph 18S 

Gomez,  Joseiih 254,  1S9 

(xomez,  Juan 188 

(Jomez,  Maria  F 19(i 

(iomez,  Nichiilusa,  heirs  of  ....    374,  380,  419,  425 

(iiimez,  Sylvcstre 187 

(iuiisoulin,  FraiiQois 517 

Gousdulin,  A\'idow 441 

Gonzales,  Antunio ISO 

Gonzales,  Celestino 254 

Gonzah.'s,  Domingo,  Thomas  Gray,  assignee 

of ." .' 131,  146 

Gonzales,  Domingo 117,  145,  187 

Gonzales,  Felician 119,  145 

Gonzales,  Juan 37,  577 

Gonzales,  Manuel 107,  144,  182, 

187,  188,  189,  197,  229 

Gonzales,  Nicholas 18lj,  194 

Gooch,  James,  assignee  of  (Jabriel  Rivas .  .        254 

Goocli,  James 196 

Goodbesear,  John 40 

Goodson,  William 63 

Gdodwin,  Francis,  heirs  of 411 

Gogrutt,  Margaritta 174 

Gordillo,  Pednj 194 

Gordon,  John 9ii,  144 

Gorce,  James  L 229 

Gorman,  Edward 444 

Gorro,  Steplien _ 809 

(iouisan,  Joseph  Michel 152 

Gould,  George 188 

Goumarin,  Joseph 234 

Govan,  Andrew  R 258,  311,  398,  410 

Gradinego,  John 515,  442,  493 

Graham,  John 75 

Graham  and  Johnson 75 

Grainmon,  Francisco 91,  143 

Gramnion,  John 116,  145 

Gramrnon,  Macedonia 115,  145 

Gramnion,  Manuel 117,  145 

Gran,  Bartolome 186 

Granpera,  Josefimi 222 

Granpera,  Pablo,  heirs  of 181,  193 

(iranpre,  Carlota 187,  197 

(iranpre,  Charles  de 213 

Grani)rc,  Maria  C 186,  234 

Grappe,  Jacques 137,  146 

Grass,  Cliarles 34 

Gravemberg,  Augustin 458 

Gravemberg,  Louis 458 

Graves,  Isaac 444 

Graves,  Richard,  heirs  of 445 

Gray,  Alexander 408 

Graj',  Joseph,  Don 261,  263 

Gray,  Josiali,  Don 261,  263 

Gray,  Josias 440 

Gray,  Thomas,  assignee  of  James  Bridges.  115,  145 
(iray,  Thomas,  assignee  of  John  Makey.  .  115,  145 
Gray,  Tlmmas,   assignee  of  -Domingo  Gon- 

"zales ;^ 131,  146 

Green,  Richard 36 
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Greenfiekl,  Mrs 439 

Greenwood,  John 19"2 

Gregoire,  Ettienne 15'2 

Griffith,  C,  heirs  of 411,  5(10,  509, 

579,  580,  595,  621,  037 

Griffiths,  Cornelius 507 

Griliet,  Fran9ois 151 

Groning, 151 

Grosvenor,  Earl  of 397 

Grouche,  Colonel  Alphonso 150 

Grouchj-,  Captuin  Victor 150 

Grubb,  Joseph,  assignee  of  G.  Joliuson.      107,  144 
Grubb,  Joseph,  assignee  of  Thomas  Nash     107,  144 
Grubbs,  Josepii,   Poitevent  Blooclworth,  as- 
signee of 120,  145 

Grouchet,  Louis 150 

Gubert,  J.  H 150 

Gue,  Francis 409 

Guerra,  Catalina 193 

Guerra,  Jolm 03 

Guerrero,  Francisco 187 

GuiarJo,   Pedro,    John    Siieridan,    assignee 

of 102,  144 

Guibeault,  Cliarlcs 43 

Guibel,  Henry 569 

Guibert,  Lewis 590,  030 

Guibert,  Louis 507,  580,  582 

Guilleault, 152 

Guillemard,  Arnaldo 180,  190 

Guilhnard,  Gilbcrto 254 

Guillory,  Louis 517 

GuiUot, 151 

Guillot,  Matliurin 510 

Gulledge,  Thomas 873 

Gunby,  Levin 401,  415 

Gurlbault,  Charles 43 

Guybert,  Henry 152 

Guyon,  Amable 42 

Gwin,  John,  heirs  of 03 

H. 

Haddock,  Ezekiel 585 

Haddock,  Joseph 585 

Haddock,  William 593 

Hadley,  Benjamin 199 

Haez, 152 

Hagans,  John 411,  415 

Ilagans,  Jesse 445 

Hagen,  James 422,  572,  590 
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Pritchard,  Robert,  heirs  of 565,  576,  600 

Porcella,  Jose  Maria 106  144 

Porcella,  Lewis 136,  146 

Procelle,  Joseph,  Edward  McLaughlin,   as- 
signee of 518 

Proctor,  Antonio 257,  285,  40^ 

Promise,  Guilliaume 150 

Prompt, 152 

Prudhomme, 152 

Prudhonime,  Baptiste,  et  d 100,  144 

Prudhomme,  Dominique,  FranQois  Rouquier, 

assignee  of 135 

Prudhomme,  Emanuel 110,  143,  506 

Prudhomme,  Fran5ois 104,  144 

Pudian,  Francisco '. 439 

Pueek, 151 

Pugar,  Miguel 121,  145 

Pujal,  John  B 815,  850 

Pyke,  William  H 62 

a. 

tiuepart, 152 

Quigles,  Miguel 181,  189,  193,  196 

Quina,  Desiderio 189,  193,  198 

Quinilty,  John 133,  143 

Quinn,  Michael,  heirs  of 112,  144 

Quintero,  Diego 187 

Quirk,  Edmund 101,  144 

Quirk,  Henry 101,  144 

Quirk,  William 101,  144 

R 

Racine,  Francis 43 

Radford,  Mary 445 

Raffray,  Juan 439 

Rafo,  John 257 

Rain,  Cornelius 383 

Rain,  Joseph 383 

Rain,  Joseph,  and  William  Bailey 415 

Ramasa,  Joseph 192 

Rambin,  Andre 127, 145 
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Ranibiu,  Francois 120,  145 

Rambin,  Michael 135,  146 

Kambo,  Jacob  IT 808 

RamiiX'Z,  Salvador 181 

Ramos,  Rapliael 194 

Rainsej',  Jane,  representatives  of 518 

Randolpli,  E.,  heirs  of 441,  443,  444 

Randon,  John,  heirs  of 800 

Randon,  Peter 860 

Raoul,  Colonel  .  ,    151 

Raoul,  J 445 

Rapin, 152 

Rapin,  Joseph 151 

Rasin,  William 803 

RatlitT,  AVilliam,  heirs  of 474 

Rattenbury,  J.  Freeman 398 

Bavin,  James,  report  on  petition  nf 861 

Ravesies,  Ee 151 

Ravesies,  F 151 

Rawls,  Cotton 581 

Rawling-s,  T.  T.  and  S 440 

Rice,  Baptiste 458 

Real,  Pierre  Frangois 152 

Reardeau,  Anthony 40 

Reardeau,  Joseph,  jr 40 

Richard,  Stephen 63 

Richard,  Thomas  C 63 

Recio,  Domingo 187 

Rector,  William  V. — (See  Barnes,  Shadrach)       816 

Rees,  Azor 43 

Regello,  Polly  Caspio 444 

Reg'cllo,  Sidorus 444 

Reggio,  Pedro 188,  194,  200 

Regnar,  Bartolome 191 

Reid,  Joseph,  and  Nancy  Reed 639,  567 

Reinckc  and  Steinback,  nuder  JohnDorige.  42 

Reismundo,  Antonio 188 

Reismundo,  Juan 188 

Repshen,  Leonard,  widow  of 864 

Rendet,  Cornulle  C 150 

Revelce,  Nicholas 40 

Jleyes,  Jose  B 374,  375,  400,  409,  414 

Reynand,  William 443 

Reynolds,  Thomas 592 

Rhea,  John 441,  443 

Rhodes,  John 445 

Richard,  Eticnne 150 

Richard,  Francis.    567,  568,  586,  587,  639,  640,  644 

Richard,  George 151 

Richard,  Louis,  sr 503 

Richard,  Louis,  jr. .  .* 503 

Richard,  Stephen 63 

Richard,  Thomas  C 63 

Richards,  John,  heirs  of 399 

Richards,  John  B.,  heirs  of 401,  415 

Riegcr,  Gabriel  V 152 

Riera,  Marcos 191,  210 

Rigan,  Colonel 150 

Rigan,  Narcisse  P 150 

Rioboo,  Thomas  P 182,  213 

Ripley,  Daniel 196 

Rivas,  Francisco 188 

Rivas,  Gabriel 182 

Rivas,  Gabriel,  James  Gooch,  assignee  of.  .       254 

Rivas,  Maria 188 

Rivas,  Paula 182 

Rivers,  William  M.,  Mary  E.  Case,  wife  of.   105,  144 

Rivet,  George 150 

Rixbey,  James 401 

Riz,  James,  et  al 397,  409,  416,  425,  582 

Riz,  William 576 

Roach,  James  C 62 

Robaglia,  Joseph 150 

Roberson,  Charles 866 

lioberls  <£•  Ludlow. — (See  Ludlow  &  Roberts.) 

Robertson,  Henry 900 

Robertson,  Hugh 63 

Robertson,  Jolju  B 900 

Robin,  Francois 133,  146 
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Robin,  Thomas 150 

Robinson,  Archibald 809 

Robinson,  Joseph,  and  Charles  Myers..      127,  146 
Robinson,  Littlepage,  John  Sibley,  assignee 

of 113,  146 

Roliinson,  Moses 94,  143 

Robinson,  S.,  and  wife 442 

Roblct,  Pierre 136,  146 

Roblot,   Pierre,    assignee   of  Jos(5   Antonio 

Skiewell 137,  146. 

Roca,  F.,  and  J.  Perez 181 

Roche,  Joseph 192,  21 0 

Rocheblave,  Francisco 254 

Roddle,  George 42 

Rodgers,  Tiiomas 259,  328 

Rodman,  John 597 

Rodriguez,  Antonio 103,  144 

Rodriguez,  Francisco 446 

Rodriguez,  Jose  Antonio 121,  145 

Rodriguez,  Mariano,  Conception  de  Lion,  as- 
signee of 103,  144 

Rodriguez,  Nicholas 404,  414,  415,  418 

Rodriguez,  Santos,  heirs  of 408 

Rodriguez,'  Teresa 571,  594,  705 

Rogan,  Bernard 810 

Rogero,  Antonio 589 

Rola,  Pedro 194,  225 

Roland,  Jean  F 151 

Rolfe,  Frederick 383 

Rolle,  Lord  John 397 

Rollins,  Benjamin 412 

Rollin,  Susannah 593 

Roman   Catholic   Church,   claim   of,   in    St. 

Augustine 574,  582,  591,  592,  743 

Romero,  Don  Manuel 567,  634 

Root,  Chester 803 

Resales,  Francisco 119,  145 

Ross,  David 208,  439 

Ross,  George  and  Robert 439 

Ross,  Jack  P 803 

Ross,  James 254 

Roudol, 150 

Rouquicur,  Francis,  heirs  of 135,  143 

Rouquier,  Jean  M.  Franc 135,  143 

Rouse,  James 593 

Roussin,  Etienne 807,  808 

Rowell,  Mrs.  Sarah 440,  443 

Rua,  Juan  do  la 181,  186,  191,  193 

Ruby,  John 192 

Ruby,  Maria 191,  193 

Ruby,  Salvador 186,  191,  196,  226 

Rucker,  William,  heirs  of 443 

Rudder,  Samuel 808 

Ruddle,  John 42 

Rues,  Jose 95,  143 

Ruoz,  John 181 

Huffier,  Ferdinand 151 

Ruiz,  Santiago 110,  144 

Ruslien,  Margaret 860 

Rushing,  John  G 567,  582,  633 

Russell,  John,  representatives  of.  .      571,  677,  692 

Ryan,  Jacob 141,  146 

Ryan,  Jacob,  assignee  of  Joseph  Cornow.     140,  146 

s. 

Sabate,  Pablo 595 

Saguier,  Henry  A 151 

St.  Aubin,  Louis 42 

(S?.^((5rMS<i?!e,  claim  of  Roman  Catholic  church 

in 574,  582,  591,  592,  743 

St.  Carlos  de  Barancas,  abstract  of  claims  to 

lots  in  the  village  of 225 

St.  David 151 

St.  Dennis,  Madame 506 

St.  Dennis,  Maria  de 517 

St.  Felix,  Juan  R 152 

St.  Germain,  Louis 493 

St.  Guiron,  Juan 151 
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St.  Guiroii,  Pic.  Pascal l.'i-i 

St.  Jean,  Nicholas 4:i 

St.  .Marv,   Fiaiicis -13 

St.  MarV,  .In,sc|.li l-i 

St.  Maiy,  P 4:: 

St.  Mary,  John  15 42 

St.  iMa.xciit,  Francisc.i  M Is2 

St.   Michael,    claim   (if   the   tnistct'S   of    the 

jiarish  church  of,  West  Florida •2.'>4 

Sala,  Uoiiiiiig-o 1 S I 

Salai^'iiac,  Lewis l.'il 

Salaiia,  Hartola TiS.^ 

Salas,  Alfonso 11)2,  125 

Salas,  Dahnacid ]  S4 

Salas,  Juan  P.,  (/  ii.r 70(),  571 

Salazer,  l)ie,i;-o 188,  l',l(l 

Salley,  D'line,  jr S(I3 

Salmon,  Francois 150 

Salome,  John 400,  415 

Sanches:,  Charles 579 

Sanchez,  Francis  P 257,  259,  200, 

287,  2S0,  290,  298,  301,  330.  340,  352,  354, 
350,  389,  390,  402,  403,  404,  405,  400,  415, 
410,  417,  418,  419,  425,  573,  577,  589,  725 

Sanchez,  Francis  R 595 

Sanchez,  Francis  X.  .      399,  424,  508,  028,  044,  045 

Sanchez,  Francisco  X 200,  342,  588 

Sanchez,  John 595 

Sanchez,  Jose 505,  570,  590 

Sanchez,  Jose 130 

Sanchez,  Joseph,  ct  a! 130 

Sanchez,  Joseph 423 

Sanchez,  Joseph  S.,  et  al.,  heirs  of  Francis  J., 

assig-nee  of  F.  X.  Sanchez.  .    342,  424,  044,  045 

Sanchez,  Marian 97,  144 

Sanchez,  Marian,  Andrus  Valentine,  assig'nee 

of '..      99,  140 

Sanchez,  Nicholas,  heirs  of 50ii,  579,  022 

Sanchez,  Pamon 257,  286,  403 

Sanchez,  Simeon 594 

Sanchez,  Simon 595 

San  Maxent,  F.  Maxo  do 180 

San  Miguel,  Augustin  T 110,  144 

San  Migniel,  Maria,  Asa  Peekum,   assignee 

of r     103,  144 

Sans,  Pedro 181,  180,  187 

Santa  Cruz,  Domingo 122,  145 

Santiago,  Ramon 192,  193 

Santos,  Ignatio,  Jose  Dunihas,  assignee  of.        122 

Saraziu,  S 443 

Sarpy,  Ciregoirc 815 

Sary,  Jean  M.  Alex 151 

Sasportas,  Isaac 585 

Saul,  Joseph isS 

Sauls,  Samuel 257,  277 

Saurrez,   Pedro 193 

Sanor,  Pierre 497 

Savary,  Joseph ..i 151 

Savournin,  Joseph 152 

Sawey,  Patrick 808 

Say,  Thomas  and  Philip 441 

Scallan,  James 219 

Scapo,  Vincent 152 

Schampe,  George,  and  wife 109,  143 

Schemel,  Jacob,  representatives  of. 510 

Schofield,  Louis 259 

Scofield,  Louis 508 

Scott,  Alexander,  jr 444 

Scott,  James 800 

Scott,  Joiin,  heirs  of 444 

Scott,  John  C 807 

Scott,  John,  jr 807 

Scott,  Lyman 807 

Scott,  Maria  R 589 

Scott,  Simon  and  John 809 

Scott,  Thomas  \V 440 

Scott,  William,  report  on  claim  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of,  in  ilississippi 902 

Scott,  \Villiam,  heirs  of 444 


Scruggs,  Crnss 75 

Scudder,  .lohn  W .,  li  iil ^17 

Scull,  ■Imncf,  and  olhers,  report  on  tlie  claim 

of,  under  the  (^uapaw   resei've 877 

Scurlock,  Kli (13    448  452 


03 
03 
59() 
853 
S53 
509 
40 
441 
140 
225 


412 

259 
577 
402 

140 
444 
193 


Scurlock,  Joshua 

Scurlock,  Presley 

Scurry,  David 411),  oO'.l,  572,  594, 

Scaliurn,  .Inhu,  rrpicseiitatives  nf 

Sealiuni,  (icdrge,  representatives  of 

Sehate,   Palilo." 

Seci ly,  Richard 

Seely,  Cornelius 

Segini',  Juan,  James  Kirkham, assignee  of    135, 

Segoria,  Rosalia,  widow  cf  ISarnard 

Segui,  Aguida,  executor 352,  304,  410 

Segui,  ]5eriiardo 200,  342,  399, 

415,  410,  420,  422 

Segui,  Dicnisia 

Segui,  Domingo 

Segui,  Juan 

Segui,  Juan,  assignee  of  Lazaro   Ortega.  .  . 
Self,  Jaci.ib   E.,  Rezin   Howie,    sr.,    assignee 

of :      139 

Selsor,  John 

Senac,  Pedro 

Sepulveda,  Jose  An.,  I'aviu  and   Xoyrit,  as- 
signees of 120,  145 

Scrapin,  Ambrose 42 

Serpentine,   Fran9ois,  John    Hapliste  Trez- 

zeni,  assignee  of 100,  144 

Serra,  Ygnacio 125,  185 

Seton,  Charles 5(')5,  500,  570,  570, 

579,  599,  021,  055 

Seviligno 151 

Sevilly,  Peter 508,  051 

Sevenny,  Henry 425 

Sewan,"Moses 803 

Shabino,  Henry,  Green  Cook,  assignee  of    114,  145 
Sliackelford,  James,  assignee  of  Henry  Stork- 
man  .". .  .      100^ 

Shackelford,     James,     assignee     of      JijIiii 

Stein " 102 

Shackelford,  Nathan 

Shafcr,  Jacob,  report  on  the  |.ietition  of..  .  .  . 

Sluillct,  John 

Sharp,  CJeorgo 

Shaw,  D  . .  ." 

Shelby,  David 

Siitdlman,   George 

Shepherd,  Robert 259,  340,  415,  418,  422 

Sheridan,  Henry 108,  144 

Sheridan,  John,  assignee  of  Pedro  Guiardo    102,  144 
Sheridan,  Sarah,  now  wife  of  William  Car- 
rel        125,  145 

Shields,  Martin 900 

Shirnack,  Regoria 119,  145 

Shines,  James  AV 62 

Shivers,  Judith 383,  406 

Shoeun,  Sebastian 152 


140 

144 
182 
772 
444 
03 
810 
900 
900 


Sholar,  Levi  0 . 
Shook,  Amos  C .  .  . 
Shrinn,  George  .  . . 
Shubart,  Henry  . . 

Shult,  Jtihn 

Shultz,  Col.  Jean  . 
Sibbald,  Charles  F 
Sibbald,  George  .  . 
Sibrnthall,  freres . 


440 

807 

444 

151 

510 

150 

412,  580,  592 
148,  570,  575 
150 


Sibley,  Hopkins,  John  Stein,  assignee  of.  .  .        102 
Siblev,  John,  assigne(.'  of  John  L.  Petit.      113,  140 

SibleV,  John '. 112,  113,  114, 

144,  140,  498,  515,  737 
Siblev,  Jiihn,  assiijnec  i.if  Littlepage  Robin- 

.son ': 113,  140 

Sibley,  J(.)liu,  assignee  of  Ounette  Poudin    113,  140 

Siddon,  John 441 

Sides,  Peter,  heirs  of 444 

Sierra,  Carlos 194,  234 
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Sierra,  Eugenio  A.  .  .      18(5,  191,  100,  197,  234,  254 

Silcock,  John 567,  582,  630 

Siler,  St)luinon 218 

Silvcstrc,  Joseph,  representatives  of 512 

Simmcrson,  John 809 

Simms,  Richard,  Samuel  S.  Carnes,  assignee 

of 132,  146 

Simon, 151 

Simon,  Francisco 196 

Simon,  Maturin 192 

Simonds,  Nathaniel 854 

Simonton,  John  W 594,  705 

Simpson,  John  J 209 

Simpson,  James 196 

Simpson,  John 182 

Simpson,  Robert  11.,  and  wife 423 

Sims,  Lewis 809 

Simson,  John 569 

Singleton,  David 445 

Singleton,  R 444 

Sizemore,  Arthur 860 

Skiewell,  Jose  Antonio,  Pierre   Roblot,  as- 
signee of 137,  146 

Skinner,  Alfred  and  Clement  B.  Fletcher.  . .        807 

Skinner,  Henry 733,  573 

Slacke,  Agnes,  report  on  claim  of,  in   Michi- 
gan          863 

Slaughter,  George,  assignee  c)f  Louis  War- 
ren       114,  145 

Sloan,  Amos 809 

Sloan,  Fergus 809 

Slocum,  Sarah 445 

Smith,  Alexander 62 

Smith,  Archibald,  Elias  Blunt,  assignee  of,    138,  149 

Smith,  David 496 

Smith,  Eli 102,  144 

Smith,  Eli,   assignee  of  Archibald   Thomp- 
son       102,  144 

Smith,  Ethelred 108,  144 

Smitii,  George 142,  146 

Smith,  Isaac  P 229 

Smith,  J 42 

Smith,  James 42,  596 

Smith,  J.  Allen 574,  588,  741 

Smith,  John 63,  900 

Smith,  Joseph,  report  on  claim  of 872 

Smith,  Luther,  heirs  and  rep'tatives  of,     123,  143 

Smith,  Luther  L 440,  441 

Smith,  Mary 257,  270,  271,  400,  401 

Smith,  Mary,  heirs  of 257 

Smitii,  Reuben,  et  al 808 

Smith,  Samuel 860 

Smith,  Samuel  M 191,  193 

Smith,  Samuel  X 181 

Smith,  William 142,  146 

Smith  and  Whitehead 229 

Snoddy,  Abner 900 

Snoddy,  Moses 440 

Soileau,  Noel,  heirs  of 81 

Solano,  Bartolo 585 

Solana,  Lorenzo 398 

Solaua,  Manuel 576 

Solana,  Philip 587 

Somosa,  Francisco 187 

Son,  Antonio 443 

Soto,  Jose  Maria,  assignee  of  Baptiste  Che- 

rino 122,  145 

Soto,  Joseph 187 

Soto,  Marcel  d' 136,  146 

Souchet,  Beltram 198 

Soulas,  151 

Souligni,  Louis,  heirs  of 137,  146 

Sparkman,  James 412,  587 

Sparkrnan,  Levi 572,  581,  587,  596,  717 

Sparkman,  William 412,  569,  587 

Spears,  James 62 

Spell,  Thomas 443 

Spiller,  Jeremiah 444 

Sprir/rj,  Samud,  report  ou  petition  of 879 


Stafford,  William,   assignee  of  Louis  War- 
ren        128, 

StalJenwereck,  freres 

Stallings,  Ann 582, 

Stal V,  Jacob 

Stanley,  Shadrich 260,  146,  401,  404, 

Sta|iles,  Samuel 

Starke,  Reuben 188,  217, 

Starke,  Turner 182,  189, 

Slar/ing,  Lyne,  and  others,  memorial  of .  . . . 

Steel,  James 

Steer,  Samuel,  heirs  of 440, 

Stein,  John,  James  Shackleford,  assignee     102, 

Stephens,  Samuel  J 

Stephenson,  John 

Sterling,  Francis 

Stewart,  David 

Stewart,  William 

Stewart,  W.,  for  T.  W.  Baxter 

Stiggins,  George 

Stille,  Margaret,  and  Susan  Wickoif. 

Stine,  John 

Stockman,   Henry,   James  Shackelford,   as- 


signee . 


100, 

Stockman,  Henry 96, 

Stockman,  Peter 94, 

Stockman,  William,  Mary  E.  Case,  aasig.     129, 

Stoker,  Henry 92, 

Stoker,  Henry,  assignee  of  Alexander  Cal- 
houn       97, 

Stone,  Daniel 189, 

Story,  Joseph 

Story,  Samuel,  heirs  of 

Stow,  Daniel 

Striband,  Charles 

Strickan,  Patrick 

Strickland,  J 

Strong,  David 

Strong,  John  B 409, 

Strother,  French 

Strother,  French,  and  Lyman  Scott 

Strother,  George  F 

Suarez,  A 

Suarez,  Antonio,  heirs  of 

Suarez,  Francisco 

Suarez,  Juan 

Suarez,  Maria 

Suarez,  Pedro 

Suarez,  Th(jmas 567, 

Subtil,  Simon 

Suchet,  Beltram 193, 

Sullavant  Robert 

Sullivante,  Stephen 

Sulrez,  Pedro 

Summerall,  Joseph,  257,  259,  284,  330,  402, 

417, 

Summers,  John, 

Susanna,  

Sutherland,  John 

Sutton,  James,  representatives  of 

Sutton,  James,  heirs  of 207, 

Sutton,  Juan 

Suydam,  James,  jr 

Sweat,  Charity 

Sweeny,  Henry 

Symington,  John  W 

Symmes,  John  Cleves 
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Tabor,  Isaac 442 

Taillade,  Colonel 151 

Talbo,  Joseph 34 

Tanner,  John,  heirs  of 448,  451 

Tanner,  Nathaniel 592 

Tapiola,  Joseph 186,  191,  193,  197,  207 

Tapley,  Newhampton 444 

Tarvin,  French,  John  Cortez,  assignee  of    111,  144 
Tascha,  — 151 
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Tate,  David 800 

Tato,  James,  assii^'iiee  cif  (•uliaza 103,  144 

Tate,  James,  assij^nee  of  Maria  Mora..  .  103,  144 
Tate,  James,  assi,<;-iiee  df  I'aMo  Libras.  .      103,  144 

Tate,  J.ihn  K .  .  .  ! 573 

Tate,  Thomas 445 

Tatorn,  Joliu 5tiS 

Tattoii,  John ti45 

Taylor,  Maria 273 

Tavlor,  Kt.  Paris 381 

Taylor,  Kobert 4'.)-2 

Taylor,  Silvey,  Ezckiel  lliulnal,  assignee  of.  031,  567 

Taylor,  Simon,  representatives  of 4 IK) 

Taylor,  William 815 

Teg-art,  P.,  heirs  of 474 

Templeton,  Lord 307 

Terrill,  Abel,  and  George  Orr,  James  Barnet, 

assignee  of 139,  140 

Terrier,  K.  A 151 

Terry,  Samuel 900 

Terry,  Thomas 900 

Terry,  William 900 

Tessett,  James 440 

Tetterel,  Francois 151 

Texeiro,  Vieente  F 194 

Texier,  Jean 151 

Texier,  Lepomerag'e 150 

Tharp,  John,  heirs  of 509,  590 

Thaxter,  Martin 803 

Thibeaud,  John  B 43 

Thomas,  J.  II.,  adverse  report  on  claim  of..        889 

Thomas, 590 

Thomas,  Eubert   02 

Thomas,  Pliilemon 439,  444 

Thompson,  Archibald 102,  138,  146 

Thompson,  Jacob 221 

Thompson,  James,  heirs  of 220,  221, 

222,  223,  224,  250 

Thompson,  John 490,  498,  500 

Thompson,   John    and   Elizabeth,    report   on 

petition  of 757 

Thompson,  Hoberi 03 

Thompson,  Thos.,  J.  Yocum,  assignee  of...     132,  140 

Thomson,  pcre  et  tils 152 

Thrift,  Thomas 199 

Thurmond,  John 808 

Ticc,  Richard 408 

Tio,  Joseph  Marcos 191,  194 

Tippet,  Stephen 490,  501 

Tirard,  Nicli 40 

Tirard,  Nipolite 40 

Toca,  George 180 

Todd,  Lindsay,  heirs  of 257,  303, 

304,  400,  574,  584,  738 

Toledo,  John 34 

Tomazeau,  Jean 490,  513 

Tonard,  Francisco 190 

Tonyn,  Jane,  heirs  of 397 

Tonyor,  P.,  esq.,  heirs  of 397 

Torri,  Domingo 63,  224 

Tony,  Doniingc 187,  192 

Torta,  Jean 152 

Totan,  Rennv 134,  140 

Toulmin,  T.  F 803 
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